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PREFACE. 


The  work  of  preparing  the  records  of  the  war  for  public  use  was 
b^nn,  under  the  resolution  of  Congress  ot  May  19, 1864,  by  Col.  £.  D. 
Townsend,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Army  (then  in  charge 
of  the  Adjntant-Generars  OflBce,  and  subsequently  the  Adjutant- 
General),  who  caused  copies  to  be  made  of  reports  of  battles  on  file 
in  his  office  and  steps  to  be  taken  to  collect  missing  records. 

Under  the  provisions  of  joint  resolution  of  July  27, 1866,  Hon.  Peter 
H.  Watson  was  appointed  to  supervise  the  preparation  of  the  records 
and  to  formulate  a  plan  for  their  pnUication,  but  he  perfonned  no 
service  under  this  appointment,  which  expired  July  27, 1868,  by  limi- 
tation. This  resolution  having  also  repealed  the  former  one,  the 
project  was  suspended  for  the  time  being. 

The  first  decisive  step  taken  was  the  act  of  June  23, 1874,  providing 
tiw  necessary  means  "  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  begin  the 
pnbticatiou  of  the  Official  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  both 
<rf  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies,"  and  directing  him  to  have 
eopied  for  the  Public  Printer  all  reports,  letters,  telegi-ams,  and  gen- 
eral orders,  not  heretofore  copied  or  printed,  and  properly  arranged 
in  chronological  order."  Appropriations  have  been  made  from  time 
to  tnne  for  continuing  such  preparation.  Under  this  act  the  prelimi- 
nary work  was  resumed  by  General  Townsend. 

Subsequently,  under  meager  appropriations,  it  was  prosecuted  in 
a  somewhat  desultory  manner  by  various  subordinates  of  the  War 
Department  until  December  14,  1877,  when  the  Secretary  of  War, 
perceiving  that  the  undertaking  needed  the  undivided  attention  of 
a  single  head,  detailed  Capt.  Robert  K.  Scott,  Third  U.  S.  Artillery 
(snlmequently  major  and  lieutenant-colonel  same  regiment),  to  take 
charge  of  the  office. 

The  act  of  June  23,  187^  enlarged  upon  the  first  scheme  of  publi- 
cation. On  this  more  comprehensive  basis  it  was  determined  that  the 
Tolomes  should  include  not  only  the  battle  reports,  correspondence, 
etc,  in  x>ossession  of  the  War  Department,  but  also  all  official  docu- 
nents  that  can  be  obtained  by  the  compiler,  and  that  appear  to  be  of 
any  historical  value."  Colonel  Scott  systematized  the  work,  and, 
npon  his  recommendation,  the  Secretary  of  War  approved  the  follow- 
ing order  of  publication : 

The  first  seriea  will  embrace  the  formal  reports,  both  Union  and  Confederate, 
of  tile  first  seizares  of  United  States  property  in  the  Southern  States,  and  of  all 
militar}'  operstionB  in  the  field,  with  the  correspondence,  orders,  and  returns 
niatmg  specially  thereto,  and,  as  proposed,  is  to  be  aoc<nnpanied  by  an  Atlas. 
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In  this  series  the  reports  will  be  arranged  according  to  the  campaigns  and  ser- 
end  theaters  of  <^erations  (in  the  chronological  order  of  events),  and  tiie  Union 
reports  of  any  event  will,  as  a  mle,  be  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate 
accounts.  The  correspondence,  etc.,  not  embraced  in  the  "reports"  proper  will 
follow  (first  Union  and  next  Confederate)  in  chronological  order. 

The  second  series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns, 
Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  prisoners  of  war,  and  (so  far  as  the  military 
aathorities  were  concerned)  to  state  or  political  prisoners. 

The  third  series  will  contain  thtf'corresiwndence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns  of 
the  Union  authorities  (embracing  their  correspondence  with  the  Confederate  offi- 
cials) not  relating  specially  to  the  subjects  of  the  first  and  second  series.  It  will 
set  forth  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  General- 
in-Chief,  and  of  t&e  chiefs  of  the  several  staff  corps  and  departanents ;  the  calls 
for  tooops,  and  the  correspondence  between  the  Kati(mid  and  the  several  State 
authorities. 

The  fourth  series  will  exhibit  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns 
of  the  Confederate  authorities,  similar  to  that  indicated  for  the  Union  ofilcials, 
as  of  the  third  series,  but  excluding  the  correspondence  between  the  Union  and 
Confederate  authorities  given  in  that  series. 

The  first  volume  of  the  records  was  issued  in  the  early  fall  Of  1880. 

The  act  approved  June  16,  1880,  provided  "for  the  printing  and  bind- 
ing, under  direction  of  the  Secretarj'  of  War,  of  10,(XX)  copies  of  a  com- 
pilation of  the  Official  Records  (Union  and  Confederate)  of  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  ready  for  publication,  during 
the  fiscal  year;"  and  that  **  of  said  number  7,000  copies  shall  be  for  the 
use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  2,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  and  1,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Executive  Departments." 
Under  this  act  Colonel  Scott  proceeded  to  publish  the  first  five  volumes 
of  the  records.* 

*AI1  subsequent  volumes  have  been  distributed  under  the  act  approved  Augoat 

7, 1882,  which  provides  that : 

-  "  The  volumes  of  the  OfiBcial  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  shall  be  dis- 
tributed as  follows :  One  thoosand  copies  to  the  Ezeculdve  Departments,  as  now 
provided  by  law.  One  thousand  copies  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
among  ofiScers  of  the  Army  and  contributors  to  the  work.  Eight  thousand  three 
handred  copies  shall  be  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  such  libraries,  organiza- 
tions, and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  theSenators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Forty-seventh  Congress.  Each  Senator  shall  designate  not  exceed- 
ing twenty-six,  and  each  Representative  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  twenty-one,  of 
such  addresses,  and  the  volumes  shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time  as  they  are 
published,  until  the  publication  is  completed.  Senators,  Representatives,  and  Dele- 
gates shall  inform  the  Secretary  of  War  in  each  case  how  many  volnmesof  l&oae 
heretofore  published  they  have  forwarded  tosuch  addresses.  The  remaining  copies 
of  the  eleven  tiionsand  to  be  published,  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distributed  as  provided  herein,  shall  be  sold  by  the  Seoretuy  of  War  for  cost  of 
publication  with  t&n  per  cent,  added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be 
covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two  or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the 
same  address,  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives,  or 
Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  designate  other 
libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  report  to  the 
first  sesedon  of  the  Forty-eighth  Congress  what  volumes  of  the  series  heretofore 
published  have  not  been  furnished  to  such  libraries ,  organizations,  and  individuals. 
He  shall  also  inform  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent." 
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Colonel  Scott  died  March  5,  1887.  At  his  death  some  twenty-six 
books  only  had  been  issaed,  bat  he  had  compiled  a  large  amonnt  of 
matter  for  forthcoming  volumes;  conseqnently  his  name  as  compiler 
was  retained  in  all  the  books  up  to  and  including  Vol.  XXXVIi 
although  his  successors  had  added  largely  to  his  compilations  from 
new  material  found  after  his  demise. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  May  7, 1887,  assigned  Lieut.  Col.  H.  M.  Lazelle, 
Twenty-third  U.  S.  Infantry,  to  duty  as  the  successor  of  Colonel  Scott. 
He  had  continued  in  chai^  about  two  years,  when,  in  the  act  approved 
March  2, 188&,  it  was  provided— 

That  hereafter  the  preparation  and  pnblication  of  si^d  records  shall  be  condacted, 
nnder  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  a  board  of  three  persons,  one  of  whom  shall  be 
an  officer  of  theArniy,aDd  twocivilian  experts,  to  be  appcnnted  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  theoompensationidBald  dvilian  experts  to  be  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  Secretary' of  War  appointed  Maj.  Greorge  B.  Davis,  judge-advo- 
cate, U.  S.  Army,  as  the  military  member,  and  Leslie  J.  Perry,  of  Kan- 
sas, and  Joseph  W.  Elrkley,  of  Maryland,  as  the  civilian  expert  mem- 
bers of  said  board.  The  board  assumed  direction  of  the  publication 
at  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  1889,  its  first  work  beginning 
with  Serial  No.  36  of  Vol.  XXIV. 

July  1,  1895,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Maj.  George  W. 
Davis,  Eleventh  U.  S.  Infantry  (subsequently  lieutenant-colonel  Four- 
teenth U.  S.  Infantry),  relieved  Maj.  Geoi^  B.  Davis  as  themilitai-y 
member  and  president  of  the  Board  of  Pnblication.  Subsequently 
OoL  Fred  C.  Ainsworth,  Chief  of  the  Record  and  Pension  OfSoe,  War 
Department,  was  appointed  the  military  member  and  president  of  the 
board,  relieving  Lieut.  CoL  George  W.  Davis  June  1,  1898. 

December  1,  1898,  under  the  provision  of  the  sundrj'  civil  act  of 
July  1, 1898,  relative  to  the  War  Records  Office,  the  Board  of  Publi- 
cation was  dissolved,  whereupon,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  continuance  of  the  work,  beginning  with  Vol.  VI,  Series  II, 
devolved  on  Colonel  (now  Brigadier-General)  Ainsworth. 

By  operation  of  law  (contained  in  **An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  expenses  of  ihe  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  '60, 1900,"  approved  February  24, 
1899),  the  War  Records  Office  was  merged  into  the  Record  and  Pen- 
uon  Office,  July  1,  1899,  and  since  that  date  the  work  of  publication 
has  been  conducted  under  the  supervision  of  the  chief  of  that  office. 

Each  volume  includes  a  copious  index,  and  for  the  further  conven- 
ience of  investigators  there  will  be,  in  addition,  a  separate  general 
index  to  the  entire  set. 

Nothing  is  printed  in  these  volumes  except  duly  authenticated  con- 
temporaneous records  of  the  war.  The  scope  of  the  compiler's  work 
is  to  decide  upon  and  arrange  the  matter  to  be  published;  to  correct 
and  verify  the  orthography  of  the  papers  used,  and,  wherever  deemed 
neceeaarj-,  to  add  a  foot-note  of  explanation. 
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SERIES  IV -VOL.  Ill 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ORDERS,  REPORTS,  AND  RETURNS  OF 
THE  CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES  FROM  JANUARY  1, 
1864,  TO  THE  END. 

[January  2,  1864. — For  Forrest  to  Cooper,  in  relation  to  raising 
troops  in  West  Tennessee,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXII,  Part  II,  p.  512.] 


[January  2,  1864. — For  memorial  signed  by  General  Cleburne  and 
others,  in  relation  to  freeing  the  slaves  and  enlisting  them  as  soldiers, 
with  resulting  correspondence,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LII,  Part  II,  pp.  586, 
593,  594,  596,  598,  t>Oti,  608.] 


General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  1.  J  Richmond,  January  4,  iSS^. 

I.  If  immediately  after  the  death  of  an  officer  there  be  no  family 
connection  or  legal  representative  present  to  whom  the  officer  charged 
by  the  Ninety-fourth  Article  of  War  with  securing  his  effects  may 
deliver  them,  he  will  turn  them  over,  under  the  provisions  of  para- 
graph III,  General  Orders,  No.  67,  1863,  to  the  quartermaster  of  the 
regiment  or  post,  as  the  circumstances  may  indicate  to  be  proper. 

U.  Surgeons  or  assistant  surgeons  in  charge  of  hospitals  will,  upon 
the  deftth  of  a  soldier  in  hospital,  furnish  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury  a  statement  from  their  rolls  showing  the  last  payment  pre- 
ceding his  death  made  to  such  soldier. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 

A(]juiatit  and  Inspecior  General. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  January  4,  ^^6'4. 
The  Prbsidbnt  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Snt:  The  letter  of  His  Excellency  Governor  Brown,*  transmitting 
to  you  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
declaring — 

That  believing  it  to  be  the  constitational  right  of  all  soldiers  who  went  from 
Georg^  tbnmgn  the  agency  of  the  State  to  elect  their  legimental,  battalion,  and 


*  See  Vol.  II,  this  series,  p.  1063. 
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company  officers,  we  reanest  oar  Representatives  in  Congress,  as  a  proper  appre- 
ciation of  the  patriotic  devotion,  patience,  and  toil  of  onr  gallant  soldiers  in  this 
sanguii^ry  straggle  for  independence,  to  use  their  zealons  efforts  to  procure,  at 
the  earliest  practicable  da^,  such  a  change  in  existing  Confederate  laws  as  shall 
secure  the  nght  of  all  resimentB,  battauons,  and  compaaies  in  the  Confederate 
service  from  this  State  to  elect  all  their  regimental,  battalltm,  and  company 
officers, 

has  been  referred  by  you  to  this  Department,  and  has  been  respect- 
fully considered.  This  claim  was  presented  by  His  Excellency  to  this 
Department  in  several  commanicattons,  which  are  snbmitted,  together 
with  the  response  of  the  Depart<ment  to  the  claim  as  made  by  him. 

His  Excellency  does  not  deny  that  the  action  of  this  Department 
has  been  in  accordance  with  the  legislation  of  Congress,  and  this 
Department  hiw  not  considered  it  to  be  its  duty  to  vindicate  to  him 
at  lai^  that  legislation  as  being  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution. 
It  is  proper,  however,  for  it  to  say  that  it  did  not  entertain  donbt  on 
the  subject,  and  had  no  scrapie  in  conforming  its  administration  to 
the  will  of  Congress. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  January  4t  iS64. 

His  Excellency  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Ooverrwr  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.  C: 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  North  Carolina  relative  to  impreBsments  in  that  State, 
has  been  received.*  The  Department  has  taken  the  utmost  care,  by 
its  general  orders  and  by  its  instructions  in  writing  and  otherwise,  to 
mitigate  as  far  as  practicable  the  evils  consequent  upon  the  execution 
of  the  law  relative  to  impressment.  These  orders  provide  that  neces- 
sary supplies  which  any  person  may  have  for  the  consumption  of 
himself,  his  family,  employes,  slaves,  or  to  carry  on  his  ordinary 
mechanical,  manufacturing,  or  agricultural  employments,  shall  not 
be  impressed,  and  until  further  orders,  which  will  not  be  given  unless 
under  imperative  exigencies  for  the  supply  of  the  Army,  not  to 
impress  necessaries  of  subsistence  to  man  owned  by  producers  in 
transitu  to  market,  or  after  arrival  at  market,  unless  retained  an 
unreasonable  time  from  sale  to  consumer.  The  seventh  section  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  26th  of  March  last,  which  has  been  published  as  a 
part  of  the  instructions,  requires  that  the  supplies  to  be  exempt  as 
family  supplies  shall  be  ascertained  by  appraisei-s,  and  that  the  judg- 
ment of  the  appraisers  is  to  be  conclusive  on  the  impressing  ofi&cer. 
Each  citizen  claiming  to  hold  the  property  impressed  for  his  family  sup- 
ply is  entitled  to  claim  the  benefit  of  an  appraisement  and  to  designate 
one  of  the  appraisers  who  shall  act  with  an  appraiser  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Impressing  oiEcer,  and  who  is  entitled  to  aid  in  the  selection 
of  an  umpire  in  case  of  their  disagreement.  The  Department  has 
enjoined  upon  the  Commissary  Department  that  the  power  intrusted 
to  it  should  be  employed  with  discrimination  and  care,  and  that  all 
the  directioiui  of  the  act  of  Congress  and  of  this  Department  for  the 
execution  of  the  act  should  be  scrupulously  fulfilled.  This  Depart- 
ment is  constantly  employed  in  correcting  irregularities  in  the  execu- 

•3ee  Vol.  II,  this  series,  p.  106e'. 
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tion  of  these  regnlations,  and  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  f  nrniBhed 
a  remedy  to  every  citizen  aggrieved.  In  the  report  from  this  Depart- 
ment which  has  been  submitted  to  Congress,  a  copy  of  which  is  sent 
to  Your  Excellency  with  this  letter,  you  will  find  a  statement  of  the 
difficulties  under  which  the  Government  labors  in  providing  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  Army,  and  how  much  of  the  evils  complained  of  is 
the  result  of  inexorable  necessity.*  The  Department  has  heretofore, 
and  will  in  the  future  exert  itself  to  confine  these  evils  witiiin  the 
exact  limits  of  that  necessity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orders,  )       Aair.  and  Insp.  Qbnbral*s  Ofticb, 

No.  2.  }  Bichmondf  January  6,  1864. 

For  the  information  of  all  concerned,  and  to  correct  prevalent  mis- 
apprehension, it  is  announced  that  there  exists  no  mandatory  provis- 
ion of  law  securing  to  enrolled  conscripts  the  right  to  choose  in  what 
company  or  regiment  they  will  serve.  ^They  cannot  be  assigned  to 
companies  from  other  States,  and  in  general  their  wishes  are  to  be 
consulted  as  to  the  choice  of  companies,  where  no  considerations  for 
the  good  of  the  service  intervene  to  prevent  compliance.  Assign- 
ments once  made  by  commandants  of  conscripts  in  good  faith,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  discretion,  will  not  be  considered  as  fit  subjects  for 
com  plaints. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Ad^ant  and  Inspet^or  General. 


Air  ACT  to  continue  in  force  an  act  eotitled  '  'An  act  to  provide  for  the  compen- 
Bation  of  certain  persons  therein  named,"  approved  Uay  the  first,  eighteen 
hnndred  and  sixty-three. 

The  Congreas  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enacty  That 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  compensation  of  certain 
persons  therein  named, "  approved  May  the  first,  eighteen  hundred 
and  sixty-three,  which,  by  its  own  limitation,  would  expire  on  the 
first  of  January,  eight^n  hundred  and  sixty-four,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  continued  in  force  until  the  first  of  January,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five. 

Approved  January  6,  1864. 


Executive  Department  of  Alabama, 

Montgomery,  January  6,  1864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir  :  Unless  the  planting  interest  in  the  South  can  be  carried  on 
soccessfnlly  the  armies  of  the  Confederacy  cannot  be  sup^rted.  ' 
Without  iron  the  planting  interests  cannot  be  profitably  carried  on. 

*  See  Vol.  II,  this  series,  p.  fiBO. 
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Alabama  has  an  immense  quantity  of  iron  oi-e,  and  many  of  her  peo- 
ple are  making  iron,  but  all  or  nearly  all  have  contraeta  with,  the 
Confederate  Government  to  deliver  all  they  make  to  the  Government 
authorities.  The  consequence  is  that  the  planters,  even  in  the  best 
iron  regions  of  the  State,  cannot  get  enough  iron  to  make  and  repair 
their  agricultural  implements.  Kow,,sir,  the  object  of  this  communi- 
catiou  As  to  ask  that  the  contractors  be  authorized  to  sell  to  planters 
some  of  the  iron  they  make.  I  have  numbers  of  letters  showing  the 
necessity  for  such  instructions  to  your  contractors  and  agents.  It  is 
useless  to  enlarge  on  a  subject  which  must  be  fully  appreciated  at  a 
glance  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  Will  you  grant  this  right? 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  WATTS, 
Governor  of  Alabama. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond^  January  6,  I864. 

Governor  Vance  : 

I  regret  to  leam  that  because  of  an  interest  of  your  State  in  the 
steamer  Don,  objection  is  made  to  its  conforming  to  the  regulation 
about  taking  out  Government  cotton.  The  necessities  of  the  Govern- 
ment really  require  adherence  to  this  regulation,  and  I  earnestly  hope 
that  yon  will  not  encouxage  or  allow  in  your  name  the  infringement 
of  it 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond  House, 
Richmond^  January  6,  I864. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States  of  America: 

Dear  Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  a  weak  point  in  the 
enemy's  lines  to  which  your  mind  may  not  have  been  directed.  I 
allude  to  the  Irish  element  in  the  Northern  population.  A  resident 
of  twenty  years  in  Philadelphia,  seventeen  of  which  I  was  a  wholesale 
bookseller,  publisher,  &c.,  and  having  quite  a  nximber  of  that  class  in 
my  employment  in  binding,  printing-office,  and  store,  coupled  with 
the  fact  that  my  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland,  naturally  created  in 
my  mind  a  sympathy  for  them,  more  especially  as  they  were,  about 
the  time  of  my  going  to  Philadelphia,  objects  of  bitter  and  most  intense 
pei^ecution  by  an  ignorant  band  of  bigots.  The  interest  I  felt  and 
manifested  for  them  soon  gave  me  quite  an  extensive  acquaintance 
among  them.  I  merely  mention  this  fact  to  show  you  that  my  esti- 
mate of  their  character  and  knowledge  of  their  views  upon  our  ques- 
tion is  not  based  upon  superficial  information.  As  soon  as  civil  war 
seemed  inevitable  I  began  the  tedious  task  of  selling  out  and  collect- 
ing, in  order  that  I  might  hasten  to  this  my  native  place.  The  regu- 
lar routine  of  business  broken  up,  I  had  much  leisure  time,  which  I 
used  to  the  best  advantage  for  the  furtherance  of  our  cause.  Partly 
from  the  calls  of  business,  together  with  a  desire  to  see  and  converse 
with  the  Irish  operatives  in  the  coal  mines  of  Pennsylvania,  I  visited 
during  the  summer  of  18G1  the  counties  of  Lehigh,  Carbon,  Schuylkill, 
Berks,  &c.  I  asserted  that  the  native  American  and  Know-Nothiuj^ 
were  identical  with  tlie  Black  Republican  party.    I  reminded  them 
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that  the  former  had  burned  their  churches  in  1844 ;  the  Know-Nothings 
party  had  proscribed  every  man  who  had  a  Mc  or  an  O  to  his  name 
during  the  winter  of  1857  and  1858,  driving  many  thousands  of  fami- 
lies into  starvation  during  the  continuance  of  that  short,  but  certainly 
most  severe  financial  storm  which  raged  throughout  the  North  at  that 
period.  Failing  to  accomplish  their  full  purpose  at  each  of  these  times 
by  reason  of  the  steady  opposition  of  the  South,  and  especially  Vir- 
ginia, where  Know-Nothingism  met  its  death,  they  changed  their  name 
and  tactics,  and  by  a  loud  outcry  for  then^ro,  for  whom  they  had  no 
real  sympathy,  but  used  him  as  a  weapon  against  both  the  Irish  and 
the  South — their  chief  aim  and  object  being  to  free  the  negro  as  far  as 
they  could,  bring  him  North,  put  him  in  competition  with  the  white 
labor,  believing  that  they  would  work  cheaper  than  the  Irish,  and,  above 
all,  they  would  not  be  permitted  to  vote.  The  effect  of  these  short 
conversations,  I  can  assure  you,  were  most  happy,  and  what  added 
point  to  my  argument  was  that  many  of  these  men  had  been  driven 
from  places  of  public  employment  during  the  winter  of  1857  and  1858 
by  the  Know-Nothing  party,  which  was  then  in  power  in.  the  select 
and  common  councils  of  Philadelphia.  After  the  first  battle  of 
Manassas,  T.  F.  Meagher  came  to  Philadelphia  to  dram  up  recruits 
for  his  Irish  Brigade.  He  made  a  capital  speech;  I  feared  a  telling 
one.  I  worked  night  and  day  to  neutralize  his  speech.  His  treat- 
ment of  the  Irish  girl  who  aided  him  in  making  his  escape  from  Ans- 
tralia,  and  his  subsequent  marriage  with  a  Yankee  girl,  was  an  admi- 
rable argument  against  him,  which  I  failed  not  to  use  on  every  occasion. 
The  result  was  he  obtained  but  few  recruits  in  Philadelphia — not  more 
than  a  corporal's  guard.  I  mention  these  circumstances  to  show  you 
that  the  great  body  of  Irish  at  the  North  feel  a  deep  interest  in  our 
success,  morer  especially  in  Pennsylvania,  where  they  have  been  sub- 
jected to  bitter  persecution.  Although  I  am  an  elder  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  yet  I  had  conversations  with  quite  a  number  of  Roman 
Catholic  priests  at  the  North,  all  of  whom,  with  one  exception, 
expressed  the  utmost  confidence  and  sympathy  in  our  success.  Pri- 
vate letters  which  I  received  from  James  A.  McMaster,  editor  of  the 
Freeman's  Journal,  allude  to  the  efforts  which  the  North  were  making 
most  cunningly  to  identi^  the  South  with  these  objectionable  par- 
ties; a  fact  that  I  had  noticed  sucli  artists,  with  those  who  had  any 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  would  awake  only  a  feeling  of  indignation 
and  contempt;  but  we  know  there  are  many  Irish  (those  but  recently 
arrived)  who  would  believe  the  statement;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  burning  of  the  convent  at  Charlestown,  Alass.,  by  a  mob  has  ere 
this  been  located  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

I  owe  you  an  apology  for  thus  troubling  you  with  this  communica- 
tion, but  I  do  it  from  the  best  motives  for  our  good.  The  views 
generally  met  the  cordial  approval  of  Hon.  James  A.  Bayard,  of 
Delaware,  and  Hon.  Charles  Brown,  of  Philadelphia,  with  the  latter 
ot  whom  I  had  frequent  interviews  before  I  left,  March,  1862.  In 
your  judgment  yon  may  see  some  plan  by  which  this  party  might  be 
strengthened  and  eneoaraged  by  some  complimentary  allusion  to  the 
Irish  in  our  Confederacy. 

Begging  pardon  for  the  liberty  I  take,  I  remain,  dear  sir,  yours, 
VQzy  respectfoUy, 


After  writing  the  above  my  attention  was  attracted  by  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  in  the  Sentinel,  which  I  concluded  to  read  before  I 
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sent  this,  thinking  pmslbly  that  the  same  suggestions  I  make  might 
meet  yonr  eye  in  a  more  agreeable  form.  I  see  nothing,  however,  in 
the  letter  or  the  editorial  bat  additional  evidence  to  my  mind  that  we 
ought  now  to  have  the  very  best  writers  in  the  Confederate  engaged 
either  as  editors  or  regular  contributors  to  the  press.  I  have  seen  the 
evil  effects  flowing  from  the  editorial  attacks  upon  Mr.  Benjamin  in 
the  Richmond  papers.  Mr.  Chase,  I  have  no  doubt,  had  much  cause  to 
thank  the  Richmond  editors  for  applying,  the  name  Jew  as  a  term  of 
contemptuous  reproach  to  our  Secretary  of  State,  for  large  subscrip- 
tion to  hie  7.30  stock  was  made  immediately  by  this  very  class  at  the 
North,  some  of  whom  remarked  to  me  in  the  streets  of  Philadelphia, 
"Poritanism  is  worse  at  the  South  than  in  New  England."  Hon. 
James  A.  Bayard,  of  Delaware,  in  a  conversation  Ihad  with  him  in  Feb- 
ruary,  1862,  remarked  that  if  President  Davis  could  obtain  the  cordial 
support  of  all  the  papers  of  the  South,  which  he  richly  deserved,  the 
war  would  close  in  six  months,  but  that  the  silly  attacks  in  the  Rich- 
mond press  tended  to  prolong  the  struggle,  as  it  gave  point  to  the 
abolitionists,  who  claim  that  there  is  a  lai^  Union  element  at  the 
South.  I  feel  very  great  hesitation  in  sendii^  this  to  you,  but  I  think 
it  can  certainly  do  no  harm,  except  it  be  adding  additional  trouble  to 
you  in  reading  it. 

Tours,  very  respectfully, 

S.  C.  HAYES, 
Register's  Office^  Richmond  Hott^. 

[Ffnt  indonemeot.] 

General  Bragg  for  consideration. 

J.  D. 

[Second  indorsemeDt.] 
HdQRS.  ARMraS  OF  THE  CONFEDERATE  STATES, 

August  1864. 

Respectfully  returned  to  His  Excellency  the  President. 

This  paper  contains  suggestions  which  1  deem  valuable  and  practi- 
cable. The  employment  of  some  judicious  person  to  operate  on.this 
class  of  people  through  our  own  press  and  that  of  the  North  would  no 
doubt  be  attended  with  good  results.  In  this  connection  I  suggest  the 
printing  in  English,  German,  and  French  a  large  number  of  the 
recent  general  orders  inviting  foreigners  in  the  Federal  ranks  to  come 
to  us  and  offering  them  protection.  With  care  many  of  these  papers 
could  be  introduced  into  the  enemy's  lines. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 

[Third  IndoneoMnt.] 

August  24,  1864. 
Secretar}'  of  War  for  consideration  and  conference. 

J.  D.  . 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Dbparthbnt, 

Richmond f  Fia.,  January  6,  1864. 

Hon.  C.  J.  McRab, 

Burlington  Moid,  London,  England: 
Sir:  Hon.  J.  E.  Ward,  of  Greorgia,  has  submitted  to  the  Department 
plans  suggested  by  certain  capitalists  in  London,  who  are  lai^e  holders 
of  cotton  bonds,  to  which  he  has  sought  ray  approval.    The  plan  con- 
templates in  substance  that  the  bondholders  subscribe  10  per  cent,  of 
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the  amount  held  by  them,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  purchase  or  eon- 
struetion  of  steamers,  which  are  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Confederate 
Government  on  condition  that,  being  sailed  at  the  expense  of  the  Gov- 
emment,  they  shall  be  employed  in  transporting  cotton  to  England, 
which  shall  there  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  applied,  one-fourth  to  the 
payment  of  the  cost  of  the  steamers ;  one-fourth  to  be  applied  to  keep- 
ing np  the  number  of  steamers,  and  the  residue  to  the  payment  of  the 
bonds  held  by  the  subscribers  to  the  fund.  The  Government  running 
the  boats  is  to  have  the  control  and  use  of  them  for  return  cargoes. 
These  are  the  leading  features. 

There  are  some  stipulations  of  minor  character  to  the  approval  of 
Messrs., De  Vanx  &  Co.,  the  parties  selected  as  the  consignees  of  the 
cotton  and  the  agents  of  the  snbscribers,  which  would  require  modifi- 
cation, as  the  dignity  of  the  Government  woald  require  such  matters 
to  be  left  to  its  own  control  and  good  faith.  The  general  scheme,  as 
you  will  perceive,  is  addressed  rather  to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  who  must  determine  the  time  and  mode  of  discharg- 
ing the  cotton  bonds,  than  to  myself,  from  whom  only  an  expression 
of  opinion  has  been  sought  by  Mr.  Ward. '  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
sayii^  that  such  a  plan  would  be  beneficial,  in  my  judgment,  and  I 
deem  it  probable  you  have  received,  or  will  receive,  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  some  expression  of  like  general  approval.  It  would, 
of  course,  be  even  more  acceptable  if  some  portion  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  cotton  sent  out  in  these  vessels  could  be  appropriated  to  the  more 
immediate  and  pressing  necessities  of  the  Government;  but  as  the 
vessels  would  be  fumi^ed  without  expense  to  us,  and  an  adequate 
return  for  the  charge  of  running  them  would  be  afforded  by  the  return 
cargo,  and  as,  moreover,  the  whole  proceeds  of  the  cotton  would  in 
one  form  or  another  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  Government,  it  does 
not  appear  to  me  that  the  point  could  in  equity  be  insisted  on.  You 
will,  of  course,  endeavor  to  obtain  it  if  practicable. 

On  another  point,  however,  there  should  be  a  clear  understanding, 
and  that  is,  that  while  the  Government  will  use  all  reasonable  efforts 
to  supply  the  cotton  to  these  vessels  promptly  and  regularly,  if,  through 
deficiency  of  transportation  or  otherwise  it  should  be  unable  to  provide 
at  our  ports  the  cotton  whidi  it  has  the  means  of  sending  out  directly 
for  its  immediate  necessities,  and  likewise  the  cotton  required  for 
these  steuners,  preference  will  be  given  to  the  export  of  the  former. 
The  reasonableness  of  this,  it  is  expected,  will  be  seen  and  acquiesced 
in.  Thet*e  are  at  best  but  opinions  expressed  in  a  matter  not  strictly 
subject  to  my  direction,  but  only  collaterally  connected  with  the  busi- 
ness which  has  been  thrown  on  this  Department.  They  will,  of  course, 
not  be  r^arded  by  you  as  instructions.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
the  matter  is  cheerfully  left  to  your  discretion,  acting  under  the  more 
direct  instructions,  whatever  they  may  be,  which  may  be  given  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  5.  f  January  7,  180^. 

•  ««••** 

XV.  Paragraph  XVIII,  Special  Orders,  No.  298,  and  paragraph 
XVm,  Special  Orders,  No.  300,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's 
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Office,  December  1  aiul  18^,  18G3,  are  amended  bo  as  to  retain  tem- 
porarily on  duty  in  the  conscript  service  the  oflBcers  and  men  hitherto 
under  the  orders  of  Brigadier-Greneral  Pillow  in  the  States  of  Ten- 
nessee, Alabama,  and  Mississippi  who  have  not  already  been  relieved.  • 
They  will  receive  orders  from  Col.  John  S.  Preston,  chief  of  Burean 
of  Conscription. 

XVI.  Brigadier-General  Pillow  is  allowed  such  timo  as  may  be 
necessary  to  adju.st  the  unsettled  matters  pertaining  to  his  late  duties 
before  reporting  to  the  general  commanding  the  Army  of  Tennessee. 
*«**«•* 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
AssistajU  Af^iUani^OeuercU. 


Headquarters  Chalmers*  Cavalry, 

Near  Como^  January  7,  1864. 

Hon.  Charles  Clark, 

Governor  of  Mississippi  : 

Dear  Sir:  I  hear  of  several  persons  here  who  profess  to  have 
anthorlty  from  you  to  raise  regiments  for  service  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, and  they  claim  the  right  to  enlist  conscripts  in  their  com- 
mand. Col.  John  R.  Dickins,  Col.  William  Nesbitt,  and  Capt. 
Williamson  Hunt  are  the  parties  alluded  to.  I  know  Colonel  Dickins 
well,  and  know  him  to  be  a  good  soldier  and  most  excellent  officer, 
and  would  be  most  pleased  to  see  him  in  command  of  a  regiment  if 
he  could  obtain  it  legally ;  but  so  long  as  I  am  in  command  here,  with 
the  law  and  ordere  now  before  me,  I  cannot  permit  any  more  con- 
scripts to  enter  the  State  sei-vice;  and  as  I  do  not  wish  any  misunder- 
standing or  bad  feeling  to  grow  up  bt^tween  you  and  myself,  I  address 
you  on  the  subject  direct.  General  Pemberton  established  a  line 
running  through  Panola,  Oxford,  and  Fuller,  and  authorized  the 
enlistment  of  conscripts  into  State  companies  north  of  that  line,  to 
be  retained  during  the  term  for  which  the  State  troops  were  enlisted, 
unless  sooner  call^  for  by  Confederate  authorities.  General  Pillow, 
by  order  issued  September  6,  1863,  abolished  that  line  and  forbid  the 
enlistment  of  any  more  conscripts  in  any  new  commands,  whether 
StMte  or  Confederate.  General  Johnston  issued  an  order  directing  thai 
Greneral  Pillow*s  orders  should  be  obeyed  in  all  matters  concerning  con- 
scripts; and  Major-General  Lee  issued  an  order  some  time  about 
September  IG,  1863,  directing  that  no  addition  should  be  allowed  to 
the  rolls  of  State  troops  then  in  service.  You  are  aware  that  the 
conscript  law  dees  not  permit  any  such  enlistments,  and  I  hope, 
therefore,  you  will  instruct  your  officers  not  to  enlist  any  conscripts 
in  their  commands,  or  attempt  to  do  so. 

Capt.  Williamson  Hunt  imposed  upon  Governor  Pettus  with  a 
master-roll  of  a  company  which  he  never  could  assemble  in  camp, 
and  I  refused  to  recognize  the  little  sqtiad  that  he  had  as  a  company, 
and  some  of  the  men  entered  the  donfederate  service.  Hunt  now 
claims  these  men  under  orders  from  you.  I  have  not  seen  his  orders, 
but  conld  not  allow  any  such  order  to  be  enforced  if  he  has  it  with- 
out instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War.  There  are  some  othex 
companies  here — Captain  Floyd,  Captain  Perry,  and  others — ^who 
claim  sometimes  to  belong  to  Mississippi  State  service  and  some- 
times to  one  Colonel  Collins,  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to 

«See  Series  I.  VoL  XXXI.  Pa -t  III,  pp.  8S6,  844. 
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raise  a  raiment  witbin  the  enemy's  lines.  The  men  and  officers 
all  formerly  belonged  to  Colonel  Blythe's  old  re^^iment,  the  term  of 
service  of  which,  according  to  the  representation  of  both  men  and 
officers,  was  for  twelve  months.  That  term  of  enlistment  has  long 
since  expired,  and  no  authority  has  ever  been  granted  to  them  tore-en- 
list in  State  service.  There  are  some  good  men  among  these  com- 
panies, bnt  the  great  majority  are  simply  seeking  some  hiding-place 
from  conscription,  and  never  will  do  any  service  as  cavalry,  or  while 
they  remain  so  close  to  their  homes,  and  the  best  interest  of  the  serv- 
ice requires  that  they  should  be  conscripted  and  put  in  the  infantry. 
Yon  are  an  old  soldier,  and  I  know  appreciate  the  necessity  for  disci- 
pline, and  it  would  require  but  a  fevdays  of  personal  inspection  to 
satufy  you  that  these  State  companies  have  done  more  harm  than 
good.  I  do  not  include  in  this  remark  Colonel  McGnirk's  regiment — 
that  has  done  good  service — bat  both  he  and  his  officers  have  long 
since  been  convinced  that  the  regiment  would  be  more  effective  if  it 
were  regularly  in  Confederate  service,  where  they  would  be  subject  to 
the  same  courts-martial  and  the  same  rules  and  regulations  in  all 
respects  as  Confederate  troops. 

I  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  R.  CHALMERS, 
BrigadieT'Qenercdj  Provisional  Army,  C.  8. 

[IndoraeineDt.  ] 

llEAPQUAKTBRS, 

Jackson^  Miss.,  January  JO,  186Jt. 

Respectfully  forwarded  with  the  remark  that  I  consider  it  to  the 
interest  of  our  cause  that  definite  instructions  be  given  the  State  offi- 
cers relative  to  conscripts,  as  there  are  many  men  in  North  Mississippi 
liable  to  conscription  and  claiming  exemption  as  belonging  to  State 
oi^nizations. 

S.  D.  LEE, 

Major-  General. 


Southern  Division,  Mississippi  Central  Railroad, 

Canton,  January  7,  186^. 

Lieut.  Gen.  L.  Polk,  C.  S.  Army: 

Deab  Sir:  In  addition  to  what  I  have  written  over  my  private  sig- 
nature, I  have  to  state  officially  that  this  road  is  almost  destitute  of 
materials  and  tools  for  repairs  and  for  operating  the  road.  Xearly 
all  we  possessed  was  destroyed  in  August  last  by  the  Federal  troops. 
We  must  have  steel  axes,  shovels,  files,  &c.,  or  soon  discontinue  our 
trains.  In  fact,  I  may  be  compelled  to  stop  our  trains  north  of  the 
Yalobusha  River  within  a  week  for  want  of  axes,  or  materials  to  make 
them  of,  to  cut  fuel.  We  are  equally  in  want  of  shovels  to  keep  our 
track  in  running  order.  I  cannot  obtain  them,  or  have  not  been  able 
to  do  so  after  many  trials,  within  the  Confederacy.  I  can  procure 
from  within  the  Federal  lines  if  I  can  obtain  means  of  payment.  To 
procure  these  means  I  must  send  out  cotton  or  purchase  Federal  cur- 
rency, giving  $10  of  our  currency  for  $1  of  theirs.  By  purchasing 
greenbacks  I  discredit  and  depreciate  Confederate  notes,  and  still  I 
am  compelled  to  obtain  a  supply  of  the  luiiicles  referred  to  or  discon- 
tinue the  running  of  our  trains  very  soon.  It  is  for  the  authorities 
to  determine  if  our  road  is  useful  and  necessary  to  the  Government. 
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Our  business  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  Government  transpoi*tar 
tion.   Will  you  grant  me  permission  to  send  out  cotton  to  purchase 
necessary  railroad  supplies? 
Yours,  respectfully, 

W.  GOODMAN, 

PresuierU.^ 

[Flnt  Indonement.] 

llBADQUARTBRS, 

Meridian^  January  21^  186$. 
Respectfully  forwanled  for  reference  to  the  Honorable  Secretary 
of  War. 

I  can  see  no  sound  reason  why  we  should  not  use  our  cotton  to  pur- 
chase supplies  we  cannot  get  otherwise.  We  have  reached  a  point, 
in  my  opinion,  at  which  the  hazard  of  greater  evils  than  any  which 
may  follow  from  selling  cotton  are  threatening  us. 

L.  POLK, 

Lieufenani-Qeneral. 

ISsoond  Indorwiueut.] 

February  2,  18G4. 
May  be  considered  when  law  regulating  f.\ports  is  to  be  adjusted. 

J.  A.  S., 

Secretary. 


State  of  North  Carouna,  Executive  Department, 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  January  7,  1864. 
Hon.  J.  A.  Sbddon:  • 

Deas  Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  6th,  asking  me  not  to  object  to 
making  the  steamer  Don  conform  to  the  regulations  of  the  Confeder- 
ate aaworitles  in  regard  to  transporting  Government  cotton,  requires 
a  more  detailed  reply  than  I  can  transmit  by  telegraph. 

I  have  now  at  Bermuda  and  on  the  way  there  eight  or  ten  cai^oes 
of  supplies  of  the  veiy  first  importance  to  the  Army  and  the  people, 
consisting  chiefly  of  some  40,000  blankets,  40,000  pair  of  shoes,  lar^e 
quantities  of  army  cloth  and  leather,  112,000  pair  of  cotton  cards, 
machinery  and  findings  to  refit  twenty-six  of  our  principal  cotton 
and  woolen  factories,  dyestuflfs,  lubricating  oils,  «fec.,  in  luidLtion  to 
which  I  have  made  large  purchases  of  bacon.  Knowing  that  one 
steamer  could  not  bring  these  cargoes  in  before  spring,  at  which  time 
I  anticipate  the  closing  of  the  port,  if  not  sooner,  and  that  the  risk 
was  increasing  dally,  I  sold  one-half  of  the  State's  steamer  Advance, 
and  purchased  of  Messrs.  Collie  A  Co.  one-fourth  interest  in  four 
steamers — the  Don  and  the  Hansa,  and  two  others  now  building — for 
the  purpose  of  hurrying  these  supplies  in.  The  terms  give  the  State 
one-fourth  the  outward  cargo  and  the  whole  of  the  inward,  nothing 
being  carried  for  speculation  whatever.  The  Hansa,  which  recently 
left  Wilmington,  not  having  coal  enough  to  take  her  to  Bermuda, 
where  my  f reightp  is,  was  instructed  to  load  at  Nassau  with  Confeder- 
ate bacon,  so  determined  was  I  that  the  whole  capacity  of  these 
steamers  should  be  employed  for  the  public  good.  In  return  for  this 
Messrs.  Collie  &  Co.  did  expect  they  would  be  relieved  from  the  bur- 
den of  giving  one-third  of  their  outward  capacity  to  the  Confederate 
Government,  and  I  did  also.  Should  one-third  be  given  to  the  Con- 
federacy and  one-fonrth  to  the  State  outward,  and  to  the  latter  the 
whole  of  the  return  cargo,  I  submit  that  it  would  amount  to  a  prohi- 
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bition  of  the  business.  Neither  would  it  comport  with  jostiee  or 
soand  policy. 

It  is  a  little  remarkable  to  me  that  the  entire  importing  operations 
of  this  State,  which  have  been  so  successful  and  so  beneficial  to  the 
caase,  seems  to  have  met  with  little  else  than  downright  opposition 
rather  than  encouragement  from  the  Confederate  Government.  In  its 
very  inception  Mr.  Mason,  our  commissioner  in  England,  laid  the 
strong  hand  on  my  agents,  and  positively  forbade  them  putting  a 
hond  on  the  market  ror  five  months  after  they  landed  in  England. 
Then  came  vexations  and  irritatii^;  quarantine  delays  at  Wilmington 
(enforced  by  the  military,  not  the  civil  authorities),  though  our  for- 
eign depot  was,  at  great  cost  and  inconvenience,  made  at  Bermuda 
instead  of  Nassau  to  avoid  this.  Then  seizures  of  my  coal  at  Wil- 
mington occurred,  and  the  denial  of  facilities  to  get  it  from  the  mines, 
Ac.  It  was  not  until  aftermydecided  remonstrance  to  you  in  Novem- 
ber that  I  met  with  anything  else  than  an  evident  hostility  in  the 
operations  of  my  steamers.  And  now,  if  the  regulations  in  regard  to 
private  blockade- runners  are  enforced,  I  think  it  highly  probable  that 
this  line  will  be  stopped  entirely,  as  the  profits  will  scarcely  justify 
the  risks.  A  great  deal  of  this,  I  am  aware,  is  attributable  to  the 
want  of  discretion  on  the  part  of  subordinate  officers,  as  well  as  the 
want  of  foresight  displayed  in  the  opposition  of  every  industrial 
interest  of  the  country  by  army  officers,  yet  I  have  had  it  to  contend 
with. 

After  this  statement  I  leave  it  with  yon  to  say  whether  the  regula- 
tions referred  to  shall  be  enforced.  If  they  are,  I  shall  certainly 
countermand  the  sailing  of  the  two  other  steamers  now  expected,  and 
would  suggest  for  the  benefit  of  the  Department  that  it  would  be 
much  better  to  purchase  than  to  seize  an  interest  in  the  property  of 
strangers  who  are  engaged  in  bnnging  in  indispensable  supplies 
through  a  most  vigorous  and  dangerous  blockade. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


[Jantjaky  7,  1864. — For  Polk  to  Watts,  in  relation  to  the  raising  of 
Suite  troops  to  support  the  Confederate  forces  in  the  defense  of 
Alabama,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXII,  Part  II,  p.  529.] 


[January  8,  1864. — For  Davis  to  Vance,  in  relation  to  peace  nego- 
tiations with  the  enemy,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LI,  Part  II,  p.  808.] 


General  Orders,  }       Adjt.  and  Insp.  Obkeral's  Office, 

No.  3.  J  Richmond^  January  9,  1864. 

I.  The  following  acts  of  Congress  and  regulations  are  published  for 
tlw  information  of  all  persons  concerned  therein : 

ACTS. 

AN  ACT  to  praroit  Um  tallstmnit  or  esroDiDflDt  of  BubtUtutM  In  the  military  mttIm  «f  the 

Cod  federate  States. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  no  person 
liable  to  military  service  shall  hereafter  be  permitted  or  allowed  to  famiah  asnb- 
Btitnte  for  snch  service,  nor  shall  any  snbstitnte  be  received,  enlisted  or  enrolled 
in  the  militanr  service  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Approved  December  28,  1863. 
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AX  ACT  I'l  j>iit  an  mid  to  llio  i-x(!iii|ili(>ii  fi-oiii  military  iM<rTiue  or  tboM  who  liftve  beretoforo 

furutghcd  niibatitutes. 

Whereas,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  country,  it  requires  the  aid  of  all 
who  are  able  to  bear  arms :  [Therefore,] 

The  Congress  of  the  Covfederate  States  of  America  do  enacts  That  no  person 
shall  be  exempted  from  military  service  by  reason  of  his  having  furnished  a  sab- 
stitate ;  but  this  act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  affect  persons  who,  thon^h 
not  liable  to  render  military  serrice,  hare,  nevertheless,  fnnushed  snbetitntes. 

Approved  Jannary  S,  1804. 

II.  Persons  rendered  liable  to  military  service  by  operation  of  the 
preceding  acts  are  placed  on  the  same  footing  with  all  othera  hitherto 
held  liable  by  acts  of  Congress. 

III.  Persons  herein  rendered  liable  to  military  service  are  required 
to  report  as  volunteers  or  conscripts  without  delay  to  the  enrolling 
oflQcers;  and  all  who  delay  beyond  the  Ist  day  of  February,  1864,  will 
1)6  considered  as  having  renounced  the  privilege  of  volunteering,  and 
beld  for  assignment  according  to  law.  - 

IV.  Enrolling  officers  will  proceed  as  rapidly  as  practicable  in  the 
eurollmentofi>er8ons  herein  made  liable  to  military  service.  Previous 
to  enrollment  as  conscripts  all  such  persons  will  be  allowed  to  volun- 
teer in  companies  in  service  on  the  16th  of  April,  1862;  provided  the 
company  chosen  does  not  at  the  time  of  volunteering  reach  the  max- 
imum number  allowed;  and  upon  such  company  being  selected  the 
volunteer  will  receive  from  the  enrolling  officer  a  certificate  to  the 
effect  that  he  has  so  volunteered ;  and  no  volunteer  will  be  received 
into  any  company  except  on  such  certificate.  Persons  who  fail  to 
make  their  selection  at  the  time  of  enrollment  will  be  assigned 
according  to  existing  regulations. 

Y.  Persons  who  report  to  the  enrolling  officers  will  be  enrolled  and 
may  be  allowed  a  furlough  of  ten  days  before  reporting  to  the  camp 
of  instruction. 

VI.  All  persons,  whether  volunteers  or  conscripts  under  this  order, 
will  pass  through  the  camp  of  instruction  of  the  State  to  which  they 
belong,  and  be  forwarded  tlience  to  the  comjianies  which  are  selected 
or  to  which  they  may  be  assigned. 

VII.  The  Bureau  of  Conscription  is  charged  with  adopting  proper 
regulations  for  the  enforcement  of  this  order. 

VIII.  Ail  exemptions  heretofore  granted  are  subject  to  revision 
under  Instmctions  from  the  Bureau  of  Conscription,  and  if  found  to 
be  improper  or  unautJiorized  by  law  will  be  revoked. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER,  . 
Ac^utarU  and  Inspector  Chneral. 


Bjchmo«d,  Va.,  January  9^  1864. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  E.  Brown, 

Oovemor  of  Georgia: 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the  20th  ultimo, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  resolutions  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
Georgia,  "expressing  the  determination  to  prosecute  the  present  war 
with  the  utmost  vigor  and  energy."*  After  nearly  three  years  of 
war  and  its  attendant  calamities  this  reaffirmation  by  the  people  of 
Georgia  of  the  noble  purpose  which  they  announced  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  conflict  is  a  cheering  proof  of  their  true  appreciation  of 

*See  Vol.  II,  thifl  series,  p.  1060. 
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the  importance  of  the  straggle  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  of  the 
spirit  and  resolution  which  alone  can  secure  to  us  its  successful  issue. 
This  high  spirit  and  undaunted  resolution  have  marked  the  conduct 
of  the  people  of  Gieorgia  since  the  beginning  of  the  war — have  been 
illustrated  on  many  battle-fields,  and  have  found  expression  at  every 
fireside  throughout  the  State. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Headquartbks  Gboroia  State  Guard, 

AUantOy  January  J864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddok, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  The  importance  of  providing  for  the  state  of  things  that  will 
arise  the  first  of  next  month  when  the  State  Guard  go  out  of  service 
must  be  my  apology  for  again  calling  your  attention  to  the  subject. 

As  you  are  aware,  many  of  the  men  now  in  the  State  Guard  wiU  be 
liable  to  conscription  under  the  late  act  of  Congress  and  many  others 
expect  to  be  made  so  by  the  anticipated  action  of  Congress.  In  this 
state  of  things  I  am  strongly  persuaded  that  a  very  respectable  com- 
mand could  be  got  out  of  these  troops  for  the  war  if  I  could  be 
authorized  to  organize  new  companies  and  regiments.  If  the  author- 
ity could  be  granted  immediately  I  would  set.  to  work  and  have  the 
new  organizations  i*eady  to  take  the  place  of  the  State  Guard.  The 
authority  should  be  to  organize  eompani^  and  regiments  from  any  of 
the  troops  now  in  the  State  Guard  service. 

I  know  that  the  policy  of  the  Government  is  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of 
the  old  regiments  in  the  field,  and  in  many  respects  it  would  be  far 
better,  but  when  you  remember  the  character  of  those  who  have  here- 
tofore had  substitutes  you  will  understand  how  reluctant  they  will  be 
to  go  into  the  ranks  of  the  old  regiments.  Our  object  should  be  to 
make  the  serrioe  as  acceptable  as  possible  to  all  our  soldiers.  Men 
make  better  soldiers  and  do  all  their  duties  far  better  when  they  feel 
content  and  satisfied  than  when  forced  against  their  will  to  serve 
with  those  with  whom  they  feel  no  sympathy.  My  own  opinion  is 
that  we  would  get  more  soldiers  and  better  ones  by  allowing  new 
organizations  to  be  formed,  but  I  do  not  put  this  application  upon 
that  ground.  The  old  organizations  should  be  filled  up  as  far  as 
possible,  but  there  are  many  cases  in  which  it  would  be  better  to 
allow  new  ones  to  be  formed  among  those  who  are  going  for  the  first 
time  into  the  regular  service.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  am  STire  that  the 
authoritj'  I  now  ask  for  affords  the  moat  certain  and  satisfactory 
mode  of  meeting  the  exigency  that  will  arise  on  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  service  of  the  Georgia  State  Guard  on  the  Ist  of  February. 
The  time  is  short  and  hence  I  ask  that  you  answer  by  telegraph,  as 
well  as  letter,  if  you  grant  the  authority.  I  strongly  recommend  it. 
I  am,  with  sentiments  of  sincere  regard,  very  tmlv,  yours,  &c., 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Major- General,  &c. 

[First  ImlorMtneiit.] 

January  10, 1864. 

R^pectfully  submitted  to  the  President. 

The  views  of  General  Cobb  differ  from  those  I  entertain,  yet  such 
confidence  is  felt  both  in  his  judgment  and  patriotism  that  I  prefer 
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submitting  the  matter  to  the  consideration  and  decision  of  Your 
Excellency.    It  will  be  noted  an  early  replv  is  requested. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

ISeoond  iiidon«iient.| 

The  law  forbids.    A  recent  resolution  of  Congress  is  on  tlie  point. 

J.  D. 


[January  9,  18(i4. — For  Polk  to  Cooper,  in  relation  to  raising  troops 
in  the  enemy's  lines,  see  Series  1,  Vol.  XXXII,  Part  II,  p.  640.] 


General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  4.  J  Richmond,  January  11^  I864.. 

I.  an  act  MiUioriBlog  ttatt  tax  in  ktod  on  baoon  to  be  oommnted  by  ooUection  or  salt  pork  m  u 

The  Congrest  of  the  pwifederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  aaristant 
qnartermanieni  and  other  agents  engaged  in  the  collection  of  tax  in  kind  may  be 
authorized,  under  orderB  and  r^nJations  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 
demand  and  receive,  in  conmiatatiou  for  the  tax  in  kind  on  bacon,  an  equivalent 
therefor  in  salt  pork. 

Approved  December  38, 1808. 

n.  The  foregoing  act  of  Congress  being  now  in  force,  the  officers 
mentioned  in  the  act  are  hereby  authorized  to  demand  and  receive,  in 
commutation  for  the  tax  in  kind,  an  equivalent  in  salt  i)ork.  In  esti- 
mating what  shall  be  an  equivalent  reference  shall  l>e  made,  as  far  as 
practicable,  to  the  schedule  rates  established  by  the,  appraisers 
appointed  under  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  relative  to 
impressments.  But  the  Quartermaster-General  may  direct  a  variation 
from  those  rates  and  settle  others,  in  such  localities  as  a  variation 
may  be  deemed  advisable,  for  the  interest  of  the  public  service. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutajii  and  Inspector  General. 


Sfeclal  Orders,  )         Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  8.         J  Richmond,  January  11,  1864. 

******* 

XXVin.  Lient.  Col.  R.  Suowden  Andrews,  artillery.  Provisional 
Army,  C.  S.,  will  proceed  to  Europe  and  report  to  Col.  T.  S.  Bhett  as 
an  associate  in  the  duties  which  he  has  been  ordered  to  perform. 
*  *  *  «  *  *  « 

By  command  of  tlie  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Ass^istani  Adjutaiii-GeneraL 


Executive  Dbpartubnt, 

TaSahassee,  January  11,  1864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.: 

SiB:  I  am  informed  by  the  judges  of  probate  and  ccunty  commis- 
sioners of  several  counties  in  the  State  that  they  cannot  prooiire  the 
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corn  neoessaTy  to  support  the  soldiers*  families.  I  am  also  informed 
that  large  amounts  of  corn  have  been  collected  as  tithes  at  varions 
depots  which  cannot  be  transported  from  the  State  before  it  will  be 
seriously  damaged,  and  that  the  amount  is  more  than  is  sufficient  to 
sustain  the  troops  now  in  service  in  the  State.  Presuming  the  facts 
stated  to  be  true,  there  are  two  reasons  why  I  should  be  pleased  to 
receive  from  Colonel  Northrop  an  order  upon  his  officers,  at  points  in 
the  State  where  it  can  be  spared,  to  deliver  to  my  order  for  the  use  of 
soldiers'  families  an  aggregate  of  10,000  or  12,000  bushels  of  com 
upon  payment  of  the  amount  per  bushel  at  which  its  value  has  been 
fixed  by  the  commissioners  of  the  State  and  Confederate  States.  It 
will  prevent  a  loss  to  the  Confederate  Government  and  will  save  the 
families  of  soldiers  from  suffering.  The  question  may  be  asked^  Is 
there  not  com  in  the  State  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  citizens 
besides  that  received  as  tithes?  And  if  the  Government  shall  need 
com  during  the  year,  can  it  be  obtained?  I  believe  there  is  com 
enough  in  parts  of  the  State  for  the  general  supply,  and  if  the  Gov- 
ernment shall  now  spare  the  com  from  the  tithes,  that  hereafter  a 
larger  amount  may  be  obtained  from  the  farmers  if  needed.  If  it  is 
asked  why  it  is  not  purchased  by  the  county  commissioners  from  those 
who  have  it,  the  reply  is  that  county  commissioners  have  no  legal 
right  to  impress,  and  therefore  cannot  purchase.  I  admit  that  this  is 
an  unhappy  state  of  afi[airs,  but  it  is  beyond  my  control.  My  opinion 
is  that  if  the  soldiers*  families  were  supplied  as  I  propose,  many  who 
now  hold  and  refuse  to  sell  their  corn  would  be  glad  to  sell  at  less 
than  prices  now  affixed,  and  if  needed  by  the  Co^ederate  Govern- 
ment they  would  necessarily  be  compelled  to  sell  to  avoid  impress- 
ments, and  that  the  com  and  subsistence  received  as  tithes,  which 
the  Government  has  not  the  means  of  transporting,  should  be  used  to 
sustain  the  troops  in  service  here  and  the  families  of  soldiers  that 
require  assistance,  and  then  if  there  shall  be  a  need  for  more,  those 
who  have  to  spare  should  be  made  to  do  so  unless  they  willingly  sup- 
ply the  demands  of  the  Government.  From  personal  observation 
lately  made,  I  am  enabled  to  state  that  there  are  immense  quan- 
tities of  provender,  especially  in  Southwestern  Georgia,  awaiting 
transportation'and  being  injured  and  lost  to  the  Government  for  the 
want  of  means  to  transport  it.  Hundreds,  perhaps  thousands,  of 
bales  of  fodder  have  already  been  injured  and  useless.  To  ren^y 
the  evil,  why  should  not  the  Government,  by  contract  or  impressment, 
take  charge  of  the  passenger  trains  a  few  weeks,  rem«ve  the  seats, 
and  transport  in  them  the  provender  and  subsistence  needed  by  our 
armiw,  which  is  being  injured  and  lost  for  the  want  of  transporta- 
tion? 'Recently  I  have  received  communications  from  General  Perry's 
brigade,  copies  of  which  are  inclosed.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
President,  dated  October  5,  1863,  1  wrote,  in  consequence  of  General 
Lee's  letter  to  me,  as  follows: 

Witii  regard  to  tiie  return  of  General  Perry's  brigade  and  the  recmitiM  of  it 
88  nroposed,  I  would  respectfully  Buroest,  in  compliance  with  the  views  of  Gen- 
eral Lee  for  supplying  the  place  of  CJeneral  Perry's  brigade  with  other  troops, 
that  the  First  Raiment  of  Georgia  BegtUara  and  the  Six^-f  otirth  Georgia  Regi- 
ment, now  in  fins  State,  would  oonstitate  a  larger  force  than  (General  Ferry's 
brigade,  and  tt  Qeneral  Cobb  had  not  been  absent  from  the  State  when  I  received 
Geoeral  Lee's  letter  I  dionld  have  sabmitted  to  his  coneid^tion  the  jftaptit^y 
and  necesBity  at  the  change. 

The  r^^ents  were  suggested  because  I  believed  them  to  be  better 
drilled  and  better  qualified  to  supply  the  place  of  General  Perry's 
brigade  than  any  other  I  could  suggest.    The  Sixty-fourth  Regiment 
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has  been  ordered  to  Savannah,  and  I  am  informed  the  First  Regiment 
has  received  orders  to  hold  itself  in  readiness  for  immediate  removal 
beyond  the  State.  I  would  respectfully  insist,  in  justice  to  the  brigade 
and  for  the  defense  of  the  State,  that  General  Perry's  brigade  should 
be  ordered  Immediately  to  Marianna,  in  West  Florida,  if  it  is  possible 
to  spare  it  a  few  months  from  General  Lee's  command.  The  reasons 
why  I  designate  Marianna  are — 

First.  Because  in  the  counties  bordering  on  the  Gulf,  and  especially 
in  Washington  County,  there  are  many  deserters  and  many  persons 
who  have  fled  from  other  States  to  avoid  conscription.  These  per- 
sons have  contaminated  a  large  portion  of  the  citizens,  and  constant 
communication  is  kept  up  with  the  enemy,  who  is  massing  forces  on 
Santa  Rosa  Island,  evidently  with  the  purpose  of  making  a  raid  in 
that  portion  of  the  State,  which  is  comparatively  defenseless.  The 
sheriff  of  the  county  and  others  who  are  persons  of  influence  have 
gone  to  the  enemy,  carrying  with  them  their  horses,  Ac,  and  will 
pilot  them  in  any  raid  which  may  be  attempted.  I  assert  this  to  be 
true  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts.  I  entertain  no  doubt  that 
unless  preventive  measures  shall  be  promptly  adopted  that  the  por- 
tion of  the  State  between  the  Apalachicola  and  Choctawhatchie  Rivers 
will  be  desolated  by  the  enemy  during  the  winter.  It  is  now  threat- 
ened, and  the  freshet  in  the  Apalachicola  at  this  time  would  prevent 
re-enforcements  from  this  portion  of  the  State. 

Second.  I  believe  a  greater  number  of  recruits  would  be  more 
promptly  received  to  fill  up  the  brigade,  especially  if  newly  oi^anized 
companies  should  be  assigned  to  the  brigade. 

I  would,  moreover,  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  the  accom- 
panying correspondence  between  Maj.  P.  W.  White  and  myself.  I 
see  no  propriety  or  jnstice  in  able-bodied  men  who  are  subject  to  con- 
scription being  shielded  from  military  service  by  being  appointed 
agents  to  make  impressments.  Those  who  are  subject  should  be 
conscripted.  If  impressing  agents  shall  be  necessary,  let  them  be 
men  not  liable  to  military  service  or  be  detailed  for  the  purpose. 
Toung  and  able-bodied  men  should  not  be  screened  from  miUtary 
service  by  being  employed  in  the  Quartermaster's  and  Commissary 
Departments.  Nothing  but  positive  orders  will  bring  them  into  serv- 
ice. The  slightest  discretion  permitted  to  those  who  have  appointed 
them  will  devise  pretexts  to  retain  them  in  service.  Old  men  and 
disabled  soldiers  should  perform  these  light  duties,  but  no  old  man  or 
disabled  soldier  will  ever  be  deemed  qualified  by  a  quartermaster  or 
commissary  while  he  has  a  favorite  which  he  desires  to  retain  in  his 
employment.  In  these  departments  radical  changes  can  only  be 
effected  by  positive  orders  and  frequent  and  rigid  inspections.  The 
corruptions  of  office  manifested  by  suddenly  acquir^  wealth  have 
generated  a  widespread  desire  for  speculation  and  wealth  which  has 
overcome  the  obligations  of  patriotism  and  endanger  the  very  exist- 
ence of  the  Confederate  States.  Notwithstanding  the  alleged  depre- 
ciation of  the  currency,  people  of  all  ages  and  conditions  seem  wild 
in  its  accumulation,  regardless  of  consequences  and  careless  as  to  the 
result,  though  it  lead  to  the  destruction  of  their  liberties. 

I  have  frankly  expressed  to  you  the  views  I  entertain  from  a  sense 
of  duty,  and  under  the  unpalatable  and  sad  conviction  that  the  gen- 
eral tendency  of  our  national  affairs  does  not  inspire  confidence.  The 
causes  which  destroy  public  confidence,  the  two  chief  impediments  to 
our  ability  to  compete  with  the  enemy,  are  the  corrupt  practices 
exhibited  in  the  Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  Departments  and 
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the  want  of  suitable  regulations  to  put  in  service  and  keep  there  those 
able  to  Qght.  In  almost  every  town  and  Tillage  are  persons  iu  uni- 
form under  some  pretense  of  public  service^  wMch  the  people  perceive 
is  never  performed.  This  state  of  affairs  has  resulted  chiefly  from 
permitting  new  military  organizations  rather  than  sustaining  those  in 
service,  and  thus  forcing  the  necrasity  for  the  seeming  employment 
of  officers  who  have  lost  their  commands.  Judging  from  their  pro- 
ceedings as  published,  it  seems  to  be  the  purpose  of  Congress  to  rem- 
edy these  as  well  as  other  evils;  but  I  apprehend  their  labor  is  too 
sweeping,  and  will  result  in  the  overthrow  of  existing  social  organi- 
zations rating  upon  the  avocations  of  labor  necessary  to  subsist  the 
armies  in  the  field,  the  Confederate  and  State  Governments,  and  to 
save  the  country  from  famine  and  its  fearful  consequences. 

While  engagefl  in  writing  the  foregoing  views  to  submit  to  your 
consideration,  additional  companies  of  cavalry' have  arrived  at  this 
place.  They  are  part  of  a  battalion  recently  raised  by  Colonel  Hood, 
of  Georgia,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Brigadier-General  Cobb,aud 
if  I  am  correctly  informed  this  battalion  of  seven  companies  is  prao- 
tie^y  without  arms,  as  are  other  cavalry  commands  in  this  State.  The 
proportion  of  cavalry  to  infantry  in  this  State  seems  to  me  to  be  exces- 
sive, and  considering  the  demand  for  corn  to  subsist  the  people  and 
armies,  would  it  not  be  prudent,  if  an  additional  cavalry  force  is  needed 
in  Virginia,  and  it  can  be  armed  at  Richmond,  to  order  a  cavalry  regi- 
ment from  this  State  to  Virginia,  and  thus  enable  Greneral  Lee  to 
spare  Brigadier-General  Perry's  brigade  to  return  to  Florida  to  meet 
threaten^  emergencies  and  to  recruit  ?  I  presume  the  Second  r"lorida 
Cavalry  Regiment,  commanded  by  Col.  Caraway  Smith,  exceeds  in 
number  the  aggregate  of  Brigadier-General  Perry's  brigade.  They 
have  been  in  service  here  nearly  two  years,  and  are,  I  believe,  well 
mounted  and  of  good  material.  To  assist  in  making  any  defense 
which  may  become  necessary,  the  State  is  without  arms,  and  for  the 
reason  that  I  have  promptly  and  freely  used  the  arms  belonging  to 
the  State  in  equipping  the  troops  in  Confederate  service.  May  I  not 
confidently  appeal  to  you  to  send  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  agent  of  the 
State,  1,000  stand  of  small-arms,  muskets  or  rifles,  with  aceonter- 
ments,  ammunition,  and  caps,  to  be  disposed  of  by  me  as  shall  become 
necessary  in  the  defense  of  the  State.  Under  existing  circumstances 
I  can  see  no  p<«sible  opportunity  of  maintaining  the  existing  organi- 
zation of  Perry's  brigade  unless  it  shall  be  ordered  ba(rk  to  the  State 
to  recruit,  as  it  is  well  known  to  the  Department  I  have  no  means  at 
my  disposal  to  aid  in  maintaining  the  organization.  I  can  only  make 
suggestions  respectfully  that  the  War  Department  may  exercise  a 
sound  discretion  under  a  sense  of  justice  to  the  brigade  and  to  the 
State. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  MILTON, 

Oovernor  of  FlorUia. 

[KIret  indurHnwnt.] 

.    January  20,  1864. 
Quartermaster- Greneral  (Colonel  Smith)  for  consideration  of  tlio 
proposition  about  tithes,  <bc. 

J.  A.  a, 
Secretary. 

2  R  »— SBRIK*  IV,  vol,  ni 
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[Ssowd  IndoneaMDt.] 

Quartbrhaster-GbneraIj's  Officb,  Tax  in  Kind, 

January  1864. 

If  the  county  authorities  of  the  oonnties  of  Florida  wtU  apply  to 
Maj.  C.  C.  Yonge,  controlling  quartermaster  of  the  State,  at  Talla- 
hassee, he  will  give  them  authority  to  purchase  breadstufib  from  the 
depots  of  the  tax  in  kind  at  commissioners'  rates,  such  supplies  being 
for  the  Indigent.  Major  Yonge  has  full  authority  on  the  subject. 
The  Commissary-Grenerars  Department  is  collecting  in  these  counties 
only  for  the  purpose  of  feeding  cattle. 
Refipectfnlly, 

LARKIN  SMITH, 
AssUttmd  Quartermaster-General. 

[Thtrd  iBdonement.] 

Anus  can  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Governor  Milton  at  Colum- 
bus, Ga. 

J.  GOBGAS. 

fluHoHtiro  No,  1. 1 

Office  of  the  Chief  Commissary, 

Quittey,  Fla.,  December  .'>,  ISti^J. 

His  Exuelleiu'v  John  Milton, 

Governor  of  Florida: 
Governor:  Having  just  received  this  morning  a  copy  of  the  act  of 
the  last  Florida  Legislature  regulating  the  mode  of  exeeutlng  the 
impressment  acts  of  the  Confederate  Government  by  its  officers  in 
this  State,  I  find  that  the  fifth  section  of  that  act  requires  "each  and 
every  person  authorized  by  Confederate  authority  or  law  of  the  Con- 
federate States  to  make  impressments  in  this  State  shall  notify  the 
Governor  thereof,  so  that  the  citizens  of  this  State  may  be  notified 
thereof  by  proclamation  of  the  Governor  as  aforesaid."  If  Your 
Excellency  requires  this  notice  to  be  given  by  each  and  every  person 
in  my  department  individually,  it  will  be  from  three  to  five  weelcs 
before  they  can  be  written  to  and  their  answers  obtained  so  as  to  fur- 
nish Your  Excellency  their  names.  But  if  official  notification  from 
me  of  the  names  of  those  I  have  empowered  to  make  impressments 
will  satisfy  the  terms  and  requirements  of  the  fifth  section  of  said  law, 
then  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  Your  Excellency  a  partial  list  of 
their  names  for  immediate  proclamation.  If  each  person  has  individ- 
ually to  notify  Your  Excellency  of  his  power  to  impress,  all  of  our 
surplus  storra  will  be  in  danger  of  being  purchased  and  taken  out  of 
the  State  before  this  can  be  done,  and  in  all  the  cattle  districts  of  this 
State  (where  we  are  collecting  by  detailed  men  nearly  all  of  the  cattle 
now  supplied  to  our  armies)  our  operations  must  be  suspended  until 
the  notice  be  given  by  each  impressing  officer  from  the  remotest 
regions  of  this  State.  Three-fourths  of  the  beef-cattle  are  now  fur- 
nished from  Manatee  and  Brevard  Counties,  both  very  remote,  and  on 
account  of  poor  mail  service  it  requires  from  three  to  four  weeks  for 
a  letter  to  go  and  answer  to  be  returned.  What  is  to  be  the  fate  of 
our  armies,  now  almost  solely  dependent  upon  this  State  for  meat. 
Heaven  only  knows.  The  danger  from  this  source  will  be  greatly  less- 
ened if  it  be  held  sufficient  for  me  to  furnish  you  the  names  of  my 
impressing  officers.  On  the  contrary,  if  each  officer  has  himself  to 
notify  you,  the  interval  until  this  can  be  done  will  be  one  of  great 
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peril  to  tbe  Army,  nnl^  my  officers  shall  be  willing  to  take  the  respon- 
sibility and,  in  order  to  sustain  the  Army,  run  the  risk  and  submit  to 
the  penalties  of  the  law.  Under  authority  from  the  Commissary-Gen- 
eral, Col.  L.  B.  Northrop,  I  have  oonferred  anthority  to  impress  upon 
the  following  officers  and  persons,  viz: 

Isaac  Widgeon,  commissary  agent  First  District  of  Florida;  Maj. 
A.  B.  Noyes,  commissary  of  sabeiBtenoe,  commissary  Second  District 
of  Florida;  Maj.  J.  P.  Baldwin,  commissary  of  subsistence,  conunis- 
saiy  Third  District  of  Florida;  Maj.  A.  O.  Summer,  commissary  of 
SDbsifitence,  commissary  Fourth  District  of  Florida;  Mr.  James 
McKay,  commissary  agent  Fifth  District  of  Florida;  Capt.  J.  D. 
Westcott,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence;  Capt.  C.  F.  Stubbs, 
assistant  commissary  of  subsistence;  J.  P.  Coker,  sub-agent  of  Mr. 
Isaac  Widgeon;  Joseph  B.  Roulhac,  sub-agent  of  Mr.  Isaac  Widgeon; 
Hfunilton  G.  Bryant,  sub-agent  of  Mr.  Isaac  Widgeon;  John  J.  White, 
8Qb-agent  of  Mr.  Isaac  Widgeon;  S.  B.  Thomas,  sub-agent  of  Maj. 
A.  B.  Noyes,  commissary  of  subsistence;  J.  J.  Polhill,  sub-agent  of 
Maj.  A.  B.  Noyes,  commissary  of  Bubsistence;  John  Denham,  sub- 
agentof  Maj.  A.  B.  Noyes,  commissary  of  subsistence;  Arthur  Macou, 
sub-agent  of  Maj.  A.  B.  Noyes,  commissary  of  subsistence;  J.  J. 
SneUk^;,  sub-agent  of  Maj.  A.  B.  Noyes,  commissary  of  snbe^rtence; 
Paul  Guiova,  sub-agent  of  Maj.  J.  P.  Baldwin,  commissary  of  sub- 
sistence; William  ^en,  sub-agent  of  Maj.  A.  G.  Summer,  commis- 
sary of  subsistence;  E.  D.  House,  sub-agent  of  Maj.  A.  G.  Summer, 
commissary  of  subsistence;  Capt.  James  McKay,  assistant  quarter- 
master, sub-agent  of  James  McKay,  Fifth  District;.  M.  3.  Elkins,  sub- 
agent  of  Maj.  A.  B.  Noyes,  commissary  of  subsistence. 

In  addition  to  the  above  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  own  name 
as  one  authorized  to  make  impressments  of  subsistence  stores.  There 
are  others,  whose  names  I  will  forward  you  as  soon  as  practicable. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  WHITE, 
Mqjor  and  Chief  Commissary  of  Florida. 

[Inolomire  No.  2.] 

Stlvania,  Jackson  County,  December  12^  1863. 
Maj.  P.  W.  Whitb: 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  was  handed  to  me  by  Mr.  Gibson 
as  I  passed  through  Quincy  en  route  for  this  place.  Previously  I  had 
sent  to  the  office  of  the  Floridian  and  Journal  for  publication  the  act 
of  the  General  Assembly  referred  to  by  you,  accompanied  by  a  proc- 
lamation upon  the  subject.  The  fifth  section  of  the  act  provides  that 
"each  and  every  person  authorized  by  Confederate  authority  or  law 
of  the  Confederate  States  to  make  impressments  in  this  State  shall 
notify  the  Governor  thereof,  so  that  the  citizens  of  this  State  may  be 
notified  thereof  by  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor."  I  do  not 
believe  that  it  was  intended  that  the  Grovemor  should  wait  to  be 
informed  of  all  who  were  or  might  be  authorized  to  make  impress- 
ments before  publishing  the  names  of  each  and  every  one  whom  he 
should  be  properly  assured  were  authorized ;  nor  am  I  inclined  to  con- 
strue the  act  strictly,  so  as  to  require  from  each  and  every  person 
authorized  his  individual  credentials.  The  assurance  of  a  superior 
officer  may  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  Nor  do  I  believe  your 
apprehension  that  all  surplus  stores  will  be  in  danger  of  being  pur- 
chased and  taken  out  of  the  State,       well  sustained.   No  person 
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has  the  consent  of  State  authority  to  take  cattle  or  other  means  of 
subsistence  from  the  State  without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the 
officers  in  command  of  the  military  district  in  this  State.  Moreover, 
I  have  too  much  confidence  in  the  patriotism  and  intelligence  of  the 
citizens  of  Florida  to  believe  that  any  respectable  portion  of  them 
could  be  induced  to  sell  to  speculators  cattle  or  any  article  of  subsist- 
ence needed  for  the  support  of  the  armies  in  Confederate  service,  or 
that  they  will  refuse  to  sell  to  officers  in  Confederate  service  (prop- 
erly authorized  to  purchase)  all  the  means  of  subsistence  they  have  not 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  support  of  their  own,  the  soldiers*  families, 
and  unfortunate  fellow-citizens  dependent  np<HL  their  good  will  for 
support.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  impress- 
ments to  be  made,  but  if  there  should  be,  no  obstacle  will  be  interposed 
by  State  authority  to  prevent  the  legal  and  equitable  enforcement  of 
the  act  of  Congress  upon  the  subject;  but  I  have  maintained  and 
shall  adhere  to  the  position,  unless  I  shall  be  convinced  that  I  am  in 
error,  that  no  citizen  subject  to  conscription  and  physically  able  to 
perform  military  service  can  be  exempted  by  your  appointment  of  him 
as  an  agent  to  impress,  and  therefore  that  you  cannot  with  legal  pro- 
priety appoint  such  an  agent.  Of  the  fourteen  persons  named  as 
sub-agente  in  your  letter  there  are,  if  I  mistake  not,  eleven  or  twelve 
of  them  who  are  not  in  military  service,  are  subject  to  conscription^ 
and  are  named  as  the  sub-agents  of  the  agents  appointed  by  yourself. 

Presuming  Majs.  A.  Koyes,  J.  P.  Baldwin,  A.  G.  Summer,  [Mr.] 
James  McKay,  Capt.  J.  D.  Westcott,  Capt.  C.  F.  Stnbbs,  and  Isaao 
Widgeon,  and  yourself  to  be  authorized  by  your  assurance  of  the  fact,  I 
will  give  the  assurance  by  proclamation  to  the  citizens  of  this  State,  and 
I  shall  do  this  the  more  cheerfully  because  I  know  or  believe  the  gentle- 
men named  to  be  either  in  Confederate  military  service  or  exempted 
by  age  from  it.  Until  I  shall  be  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
that  it  is  proi>er  that  persons  subject  to  conscription  and  physically 
able  to  perform  military  service  can  legally  and  properly  be  author- 
ized as  sub-agents  to  impress,  I  shall  decline  to  declare  them  so  by 
proclamation.  In  a  general  order  upon  the  subject  General  Bragg 
has  made  known  his  opinion  that  none  but  commissioned  officers  can 
legally  make  impressments,  and  complains  of  the  demoralizing  influ- 
ences produced  by  illegal  impressments  upon  the  Army,  and  it  is  not 
difficult  to  conjecture  what  may  be  the  deleterious  effect  npon  the 
Army  if  during  their  absence  in  military  service  their  families  shall 
be  made  to  suffer  by  impressments  unnecessarily  or  illegally  made. 
Brav&  men  had  rather  fight  npon  half  rations  of  bread,  or  even 
parched  corn,  than  to  have  their  families  deprived  of  the  means  of 
subsistence  necessary  to  their  support.  But  I  entertain  the  hope,  and 
I  think  reasonably,  that  the  people  of  Florida  would  much  rather  live 
on  bread  than  that  the  soldiers  in  service  should  be  constrained  to 
live  without  meat.  Therefore  I  hope  that  personally  and  by  those 
under  your  command  you  will  appeal  properly  to  the  citizens  of  the 
State  to  supply  the  Army  with  beef,  iwrk,  bacon,  molasses,  sirup, 
sugar,  <&c. ,  and  if  you  shall  find  them  deaf  to  the  apx>eal  and  disposed 
to  sell  to  speculators,  or  unnecessarily  to  withhold  from  the  armies  the 
means  of  subsistence,  against  such  person  and  all  such  persons,  it  is 
hoped,  you  will  proceed  agreeably  to  the  act  of  Congress  regulating 
impressments  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  armies. 

I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  reply  to  wie  portions  of  your  communica- 
tion in  which  you  speak  of  yonr  officers  being  willing  to  take  the 
i-esponsibility,  and  in  oixler  to  siiistaiii  the  Atmy  run  the  risks  aud 
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sabmit  to  the  penalties  of  the  law,  further  than  to  express  the  hope 
that  there  will  be  no  attempt  to  act  in  defiance  of  the  law  of  the  State. 
If  there  shall  be,  sufficient  for  the  day  will  be  the  evil  thereof. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully, 

JOHN  MILTON, 

Qovernor  of  Florida. 

December  13,  1863. 

P.  S. — Before  an  oi>portunity  occurred  to  mail  the  foregoing  reply 
to  your  letter  I  have  received  from  Widgeon  a  copy  of  a  communica- 
tion from  Maj.  S.  B.  French  to  you,  dated  the  9th  of  December, 
directing  you  to  procure  at  once,  by  purchase  or  impressment,  all  the 
Borghnm  molasses  that  can  be  obtained.  1  presume  Major  French 
was  ignorant  of  the  late  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  believe 
that  there  is  not  enough  soi^hnm  sngar  in  the  State  to  be  of  very 
great  service,  I  am  as  anxious  as  you  can  possibly  be  to  have  sub- 
sistence famished  to  the  Army,  and  therefore  respectfully  suggest 
that  independent  of  procuring  what  molasses  can  be  obtained  yon 
would  confer  with  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  collect  the  tithes  and 
inspire  them  with  energy  to  co-operate  with  you  to  obtain  and  forward 
pork  and  bacon,  as  well  as  beef,  as  soon  as  it  may  be  possible.  In  a 
few  days  an  immense  number  of  hogs  will  be  slaughtered  for  bacon 
and  pork;  already  some  have  been,  and  there  are  many  farmers  who 
will  have  lar^  quantities  of  pork,  bacon,  and  lard  to  spare,  after 
paying  the  tithes  and  providing  for  the  al^olnte  necessary  wants  of 
the  families  of  soldiers,  their  own  families,  and  non-producers  depend- 
ent upon  them,  who  will  uheerfully  sell  at  Government  prices  for  the 
use  of  the  Army.  I  believe  in  this  county  200,000  pounds  of  pork  and 
hacon  can  be  obtained. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  MILTON, 

Qovernor. 

[iDelomin  Vo.  8.] 

Camp  Perry's  Brigade,  December  26,  1863. 
His  Excellency  John  Milton, 

Qovernor  of  tTie  State  of  Florida : 
Sir:  An  application  asking  that  three  Florida  regiments  be  allowed 
to  winter  in  Florida  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  has  just  been 
returned,  after  having  been  strongly  recommended  by  (Jenerals  Perry, 
Anderson,  and  Hill,  by  General  Lee,  witii  the  indorsement  that  in  a 
correspondence  with  Your  Excellency  he  had  proposed  the  o  n  ly  method 
by  which  the  object  of  the  application  could  be  attained,  viz,  by  send- 
ii^  other  troops  on  to  relieve  us.  We  do  not  know  upon  whose 
shoulders  to  throw  the  blame,  but  it  does  appear  that  if  our  friends 
at  home  had  earnestly  wished  the  scheme  to  succeed  they  might  have 
made  some  little  effort  to  have  those  troops  sent  to  take  our  places, 
thereby  giving  us  a  short  time  at  least  to  recruit  our  ranks,  which 
have  been  sadly  thinned  by  the  danger,  hardships,  and  diseases  to 
which  we  have  been  exposed  for  nearly  two  years.  We  do  not  wish 
to  detract  from  the  merit  or  gallantry  of  those  troops  yet  remaining 
in  the  State,  but  think  it  just  and  right  that  they  should  be  made  to 
bear  their  part  of  the  burden;  or  in  other  words,  that  it  should  be 
more  equally  distributed.  Our  brigade  once  numbered  over  3,000 
men,  bat  now  little  more  than  as  many  hundred  remain.  The  Presi- 
dent has  strongly  recommended  in  his  messafte  to  Congress  that  the 
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owned  by  the  Medical  Department  and  is  engE^ed  in  the  mannfacttire  of  whisky 
and  alcohol  for  the  sole  use  of  the  sick  and  wonnded  of  the  Army.  The  distillery 
was  purchased  by  this  Department  for  the  pnrpose  of  dispensing  with  the  system 
of  contracting  for  alcc^olic  stimnlants,  as  it  has  been  found  that  a  lane  qnantity 
of  whisky  manufactured  by  ccmtractors  is  of  an  inferior  qnality  and  their  con- 
tracts were  not  in  other  respects  faithfully  carried  out.  It  is  also  believed  that  a 
large  quantity  of  whisky  made  by  contractors  has  been  sold  to  private  partiee 
when  it  should  have  been  delivered  to  the  Government,  thereby  conanming  more 
grain  than  was  required  to  fill  their  contracts.  Major  Badham  has  been  instructed 
to  turn  over  ^in  to  the  medical  purveyor  in  charge  of  the  Qovemment  distillery 
at  Salisbury  in  order  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  this  department  goit^  into  mar- 
ket to  purchase,  which  would  enhance  the  price  paid  for  grain  by  the  Quarter- 
masters Department,  and  the  80,000  bushels  referred  to  in  the  within  communi- 
cation is  for  a  whole  year's  supply  for  the  distillery.  There  is  no  distillery  at 
Charlotte  belonging  to  this  detriment,  nor  am  I  aware  that  there  is  one  there. 
The  Attomey-Qeneral  has  decided  that  the  Confederate  Government  has  the 
express  power  "to  support  armies;"  that  any  means  may  be  used  which  are 
necessary  and  vitoper  to  obtidn  supplies  for  that  support.  Therefore  a  State  has 
no  power  to  Interfere  with  the  Omf ederate  Government  in  the  mannftwtore  or 
even  contracting  for  such  supplies.  In  conclusion,  I  wonld  state  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  the  sick  and  wounded  of  our  Army 
that  the  Government  distillery  at  Salisbury  should  not  be  interfered  with  or  the 
supply  of  grain  cnt  off. 

I  may  add  to  the  above  that  on  inqnity  I  learn  that  a  greater  cool- 
ness of  temperature  than  for  many  months  of  the  year  prevails  in  the 

Southern  States  when  corn  is  more  abundant  is  essential  to  the  ready 
and  properdiatillation  of  spirits,  and  that  this  circumstance  prevented 
the  easy  solution  of  the  difficulties  presented  by  your  remonstrance 
which  I  should  have  sought  in  the  removal  of  the  Government 
laboratory. 

I  trust  your  objections  will,  under  the  circumstances,  be  withdrawn. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[January  12, 1864.— For  Murrah  to  Magruder,  with  reference  to  the 
status  of  Texas  State  troops,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LIII,  p.  926.] 


Circular!  Bureau  op  Conscription, 

No.  1.    f  Richmond^  January  13,  186j^ 

I.  The  attention  of  commandants  of  conscripts  is  specially  called 
to  Greneral  Orders,  No.  3,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 
1864,  herewith  printed.*  By  these  general  orders  the  acceptance  of 
substitutes  into  the  Army  is  forbidden,  and  all  persons  who  have 
heretofore  been  exempted  from  military  service  by  reason  of  having 
furnished  substitutes  are  rtmdered  liable  to  such  service. 

II.  Commandants  will  forthwith  proceed  with  the  enrollment  of  all 
persons  who  have  been  exempted  by  reason  of  having  furnished  sub- 
stitutes. A  distinct  roll  will  be  kept  of  the  persons  thus  enrolled, 
containing  the  name  of  the  substitute,  the  date  of  the  substitution,  the 
company  and  regiment  in  which  the  substitution  was  made,  and,  as  far 
as  practicable,  whether  the  sul^titute  is  still  in  service ;  and  if  not, 
whether  lost  by  desertion,  discharge,  or  casualty.  This  roll  will  be 
forwarded  with  monthly  reports. 

III.  Principals  of  substitutes  are  subject  to  the  same  regulations 
prescribed  for  other  persons  liable  to  military  service;  but  the  fact 

•Seep.  11. 
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of  hftving  furnished  a  substitute  may  l>e  assumed  as  prima  facie 
evidence  that  the  principal  has  no  other  claim  for  exemption,  and 
will  therefore  demand  careful  examination  when  new  claims  are 
presented 

IV.  To  aid  in  detecting  frauds  in  substitutions  which  have  been 
committed  by  officers  and  others,  commandants  will  endeavor  to  pro- 
eiiie  all  snbetitute  papers,  examine  them,  and  if  found  to  be  irregular 
or  supposed  to  be  fraudulent,  will  forward  them  to  the  Bureau,  with 
testimony  and  opinion. 

V.  Cases  of  fraudulent,  irregular,  and  improper  exemptions  have 
been  reported  to  the  Bureau;  certificates  of  exemption  have  been 
counterfeited,  and  it  is  feared  officers  are  not  free  from  liability  to 
grave  charges  in  granting  exemptions. 

Commandants  will  forthwith,  by  special  iiispetitions  and  otherwise, 
proceed  to  a  rigid  revision  of  all  exemptions. 
By  command  of  Col.  J.  S.  Preston,  superintendent: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
Assistatit  Adjutant- QeTieral. 

(To  Commandants  of  Conscripts.) 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  January  JS,  IS04. 

His  Excellency  J.  E.  Brown, 

Governor  of  Georgia^  MUledgemUe,  Qa.: 
SIR:  Gteneral  Beauregard  has  of  late  on  several  occasions  expressed 
serious  apprehensions  that  the  enemy  were  strengthening  their  land 
forces  and  contemplating  an  attack  on  the  line  of  railroad,  and  in 
conseqoence  has  called  for  reinforcements.  Unable  to  spare  them 
from  other  sonroes,  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  inquire  of  yon  whether 
the  residue  of  the  15,000  men  organized,  as  the  Department  has 
understood,  under  the  call  made  upon  you  last  summer,  and  not  yet 
brought  into  service,  could  be  commanded  in  whole  or  in  part  for  aid 
to  General  Beauregard.  They  might,  without  leaving  the  State,  if 
that  be  objectionable,  be  substituted  for  other  troops  at  Savannah,  or 
along  the  line  within  the  limits  of  Georgia.  General  Cobb  likewise 
writes  that  the  term  of  service  of  the  local  forces  under  his  com- 
mand will  expire  in  February,  and  in  such  event  it  would  be  of  great 
importance  that  either  they  should  be  continued  in  the  service,  or  a 
portion  of  the  15,000  not  employed  as  above  should  be  prepaid  to 
take  their  places.  Will  yon  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  what  course 
yon  will  feel  at  liberty  to  adopt  under  the  circumstances,  so  that  a 
more  formal  call  may,  if  necessary,  be  made  upon  you? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Committee  Room,  Confederate  Relations, 

January  IS^  IS04. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

SiB:  Your  communication*  to  me  of  the  ,  inviting  attention 

of  the  L^islature  to  the  policy  of  withdrawing  all  able-bodied  male 

*  Not  f  onnd. 
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y.  Ordnance  sergeants  of  regiments  will  remain  liabitually  with 
their  regiments  and  keep  themselves  constantly  informed  as  to  the 
positions  of  the  brigade  ordnance  train. 

VI.  The  use  of  the  sword-bayonet  having  been  generally  disap- 
proved by  boards  of  officers  in  the  field,  to  whom  the  question  of  its 
usefulness  was  referred,  its  manufacture  has  been  ordered  to  be  dis- 
continued.   The  triangular  bayonet  will  be  substituted. 

YII.  Hospital  funds  within  $6,000,  accrued  at  general  hospitals,  may 
be  transferred  to  other  general  hospitals  on  the  order  of  the  medical 
director  or  the  Surgeon-General. 

By  order: 


Your  Excellency:  I  am  duly  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  7th 
instant.  Before  it  came  to  hand  I  had  directed  that  the  following 
telegram  be  sent  to  the  agent  of  the  Department  at  Wilmington: 
*'  No  reply  yet  from  Governor  Vance.  The  Secretary  of  War  wishes 
yon  to  arrange  to  let  Don  go  out,  leaving  the  question  of  ownership 
of  one-third  of  the  cargo  to  be  determined  after  full  conference  with 
Governor  Vance,"  and  had  received  a  reply  as  follows:  "Suf^stion 
in  your  telegram  relative  to  Don  anticipated.  She  has  proceeded  to 
sea,"  I  am  most  anxious,  in  reference  to  the  blockade  trade,  to  do 
whatever  will  most  subserve  the  use  of  the  Army  and  people.  After 
I  found  that  the  few  steamers  owned  by  the  Government  were  inade- 
quate to  carry  out  cotton  to  purchase  supplies  and  munitions  urgently 
needed,  I  sent  an  officer  to  Wilmington  and  Charleston  to  confer 
with  owners  of  steamers  and  make  the  best  arrangements  possible  to 
secure  a  portion  of  the  carrying  capacity  of  their  steamers  for  the 
Government,  and  wrote  at  the  same  time  to  Generals  Beauregard 
and  Whiting,  placing  the  necessities  of  the  Government  before  them. 
Arrangements  were  then  made  whereby  the  several  owners  conceded 
at  least  one-third  of  their  carrying  capacity  on  payment  of  reasonable 
freights  therefor.  Under  these  arrangements  the  Don  and  Hansa 
have  heretofore  been  loaded.  I  am  aware  that  the  owners  and  agents 
of  this  liue  (who  are  all  foreigners,  as  I  am  advised)  were  prepared  to 
make  any  concession  as  to  inward  freights  to  be  relieved  from  carry- 
ing out  any  cotton  for  the  Government,  their  sole  interest  lying  in 
getting  out  of  the  country  as  much  cotton  as  possible.  Indeed,  I  have 
found  no  difficulty  in  securing  as  much  freight  room  inward  as  I 
desire  from  the  ports  which  the  steamers  run. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me,  Gov- 
ernor, that  the  arrangements  with  Messrs.  CoUie  &  Co.,  with  which 
you  propose  to  supersede  mine,  are  less  advantageous  to  the  country 
than  those  established  by  me.  We  are  both  laboring  in  the  same 
cause  and  for  the  same  end,  and  I  will  not  willingly  allow  any  con- 
flict with  you  through  officers  acting  under  my  authority,  and  I  feel 
that  I  may  ask  the  same  of  you.  Our  wants  for  meat,  lead,  salt- 
peter, shoes,  clothing,  &c.,  are  most  urgent  at  this  time,  and  every 
bale  of  cotton  I  could  send  out  has  been  devoted  to  such  purchases 
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A^iUant  and  In^cior  General. 


War  Department, 
Richmond,  I'f(.,  January  14,  1864. 


(Jovernor  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Raleigh,  N.  C: 
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for  the  use  of  all  the  troops  In  the  field.  When  I  learned  that  ^on 
had  puTchased  the  steamer  Advance  I  did  not  wait  for  an  application, 
but  at  oncf^  directed  the  agent  at  Wilmington  to  exempt  her  from 
the  requirements  made  of  all  other  steamers.  The  Don  and  Hansa 
are  upon  a  diflferent  footing.  They  are  already  engaged  in  carrying 
out  one-third  of  cargo  for  account  of  the  Government.  The  owners 
made  overtures  to  you  in  order  to  be  relieved  from  what  they  regarded 
as  an  onerous  obligation.  When  advised  of  these  facts  I  do  not  think 
you  will  insist  on  thus  relieviug  them  by  yonr  contract  from  their 
engagements  with  the  Government — engagements  they  were  actively 
executing  at  the  time  you  entered  into  contract  with  them. 

If  for  special  temporary  purposes  connected  with  your  supplies  at 
Bermuda  yoa  wish  the  exemption  of  the  Hansa  and  Don  for  present 
trip,  or  indeed  longer  timej  I  shall  give  <n^ers  to  meet  your  wishes. 
I  am  sure  that  yon  will  agree  with  me  that,  as  a  gener^  thing,  it  will 
he  better  for  the  Confederate  Government  to  send  out  cotton  to  procure 
supplies  for  our  armies  than  for  the  individual  States  to  undertake 
the  matter.  Some  States  have  no  ports,  others  are  within  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  enemy.  -The  troops  from  such  States  must  be  supplied  by 
the  Confederate  Government  only.  If  each  State  undertakes  the 
export  of  cotton  and  the  import  of  alt  supplies  necessary,  we  shall 
have  great  jealousy  among  the  troops  from  the  different  States  and 
preat  embarrassment  in  questions  connected  with  railroad  transpor- 
tation. There  can  be  no  objection  to  a  State  exerting  every  effort  for 
the  comfort  and  well-being  of  its  soldiers  and  people,  but  such  efforts 
should  be  outside  of  and  not  interfere  with  those  of  the  Confederate 
Government  for  the  comfort  and  well-laeing  of  the  whole  Army  and 
country. 

I  will,  on  this  full  representation  of  the  considerations  that  control 
the  Department,  leave  it  entirely  to  your  own  judgment  and  patriotism 
to  determine  whether  any  and  what  allowance  should  be  made  the 
Government  of  the  last  cai^oes  of  the  Hansa  and  Don,  but  trust  that 
upon  their  return  you  will  consent  to  have  them  resume  their  place 
in  carrying  out  one-third  for  the  Government,  and  will  so  advise  me 
on  the  receipt  of  this. 

I  ought,  in  addition,  to  intimate  to  you  that  General  Whiting,  from 
some  correspondence  he  has  seen  with  Mr.  Andrea,  has  formed 
unfavorable  opinions  as  to  his  interest  in  our  cause  and  the  purely 
selfish  ends  at  which  he  is  aiming. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  remaiu,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  Va.,  January  15,  IS64. 
The  Sbkate  of  thb  Confederate  States  of  America: 

I  have  received  from  your  honorable  body,  through  the  hands  of 
yonr  secretary,  a  copy  of  the  report  and  resolution  adopted  by  you  in 
executive  session  on  the  9th  instant. 

The  resolution  is  in  the  following  words: 

Reaolved,  That  the  Senate  do  advise  and  consent  to  the  appoiDtment  of  the 
militarv-  ofBcers  nominated  in  the  four  several  meaeaaoa  of  the  President  dated 
on  the  oth  inBtaut,  all  of  whom  are  from  States  west  of  the  Mississipnt  Blver,  for 
the  Kaeons  stated  in  the  foregoing  report;  and  that  tiieactton  of  the  Senate  bwein 
is  not  to  be  constmed  as  sanctioning  or  recognizing  the  right  of  the  Kzecntlve,  in 
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nominating  officers  to  the  Senate,  to  fix  the  time  at  which  they  shall  take  rank 
anterior  to  the  preceding  session  of  Congress,  or  at  any  time  during  each  session. 

By  the  first  four  lines  of  the  resolntion  I  am  informed  that  the 
Senate  acknowledge  the  legality  and  concur  in  the  propriety  of  my 
action  in  regard  to  these  nominations,  by  their  advising  and  consent- 
ing to  the  appointments  as  proposed.  This  is  the  whole  action 
usually  taken  on  nominations,  and  seems  to  exhaust  the  authority 
oyer  appointments  vested  in  the  Senate  by  the  Constitution. 

The  reservation,  however,  in  the  present  instance,  that  the  Senate 
is  not  to  be  considered  as  sanctioning  or  recognizing  the  right  of  the 
Executive  to  do  in  the  future  what  the  Senate  have  approved  of  his 
doing  in  the  cases  before  them,  as  explained  in  the  report  to  which,  the 
resolution  refers,  imposes  on  me  the  necessity  of  this  communication. 

On  referring  to  that  report  I  confess  to  my  surprise  at  finding 
myself  apparently  charged  with  a  violation  of  the  Ck)nstitntion, 
although  no  foundation  exists  .for  the  implication  conveyed  in  the 
report.  I  feel  sure,  therefore,  that  neither  the  committee  nor  the 
Senate  could  have  intended  or  sanctioned  such  a  charge;  bat  I  could 
not  in  Justice  to  myself  fail  to  call  your  attention  to  the  language 
employed.   It  is  as  follows: 

•  •  •  only  difflcnlty  presented  to  the  committee  is,  that  the  date  at  which 
the  officers  nominated  are  to  take  rank  is  anterior  to  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  Constitution  contemplates  that  all  offi- 
cers appointed  in  the  recess  of  Congress  shall  only  hold  under  sach  appointment 
to  the  close  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  that  they  should  be  renominated, 
if  it  is  intended  to  retain  them  in  their  offices,  to  the  Senate  at  its  first  session 
after  their  apimintment.   This  has  not  been  done  in  this  case. 

The  Senate  cannot  bnt  agree  with  me  that  the  plain  inference  from 
these  passages  is  that  the  Constitution  has  been  violated  by  my  hav- 
ing appointed  these  officers  during  the  recess  and  retained  them  in 
office  without  nominating  them  to  the  Senate  at  its  next  session. 
It  has  thus  l>ecome  incumbent  on  me  (while  satisfied  that  neither  the 
committee  nor  the  Senate  could  have  intended  to  make  such  an  accu- 
sation) to  repel  any  inference  that  might  hereafter  be  drawn  from  my 
silence  on  the  subject,  by  stating  that  not  only  had  no  appointments 
of  these  officers  been  made  prior  to  the  nominations  on  which  the 
Senate  has  just  acted,  but  that  the  fact  of  the  necessity  for  the 
appointments  only  reached  the  Executive  since  the  commencement 
of  your  present  session,  by  communication  received  last  month  from 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

Upon  the  point  suggested  in  the  close  of  the  resolution,  that  the 
Executive  is  without  the  right  to  make  a  nomination  to  a  military 
grade,  coupled  with  rank  from  a  date  prior  to  a  former  session  of 
the  Senate,  it  is  not  deemed  proper  to  anticipate  any  future  disf^^ree- 
ment  with  the  Senate  by  presenting  the  reasons  forthe  opposite  conclu- 
sion as  being  the  only  one  consistent  with  the  laws  for  the  regulation 
of  the  Army,  as  well  as  with  long-settled  usage  and  the  necessities  of 
the  service. 

When  the  occasion  shall  arise  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  Senate  will, 
notwithstanding  this  resolution,  refuse  to  abandon  its  own  constitu- 
tional power  to  act  on  nominations  at  its  pleasure,  according  to  the 
merits  of  each  case  and  the  good  of  the  service.  I  am  confirmed  in 
this  conclusion  by  observing  tibat  the  resolution  was  passed  without  a 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  therefore  with  probably  less  than  the 
usual  consideration,  as  wellasby  the  furtherreflection  that  as  Executive 
nominations  which  meet  the  disapproval  of  the  Senate  on  any  ground 
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are  always  subject  to  rejection  without  assignment  of  reasons,  experi- 
ence will  show  that  no  advantage  can  arise  from  the  Senate's  cnr- 
tailingits  own  discretion  in  future  cases  by  binding  its  own  judgment 
in  advance. 


Hon.  James  A.  S^ddon: 

I  am  satisfied  that  I  can  raise  a  large  and  efficient  force  if  the 
authority  I  have  asked  for  to  oi^anize  troops  for  the  war  from  State 
Guard  is  granted.  Rest  assured  it  is  the  best  policy.  It  is  important 
that  I  receive  an  answer  at  once. 


His  Excellency  Jkhtebson  Davis, 

President  of  (he  Confederate  States,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  We  beg  leave,  in  view  of  the  condition  of  the  military  service, 
as  connected  with  the  oi^nization  of  our  Kentucky  troops,  to  make 
some  suggestions  which  may  render  those  troops  more  effective.  At 
present  they  are  dispersed  in  small  bodies  with  the  different  armies 
in  the  west  and  southwest.  The  terms  for  service  for  which  they 
engaged  are  drawing  to  a  close.  There  does  not  exist  amongst  them 
any  desire  to  abandon  the  cause  in  which  they  so  heartily  embarked; 
but  there  does  exist  a  strong  wish  amongst  the  infantry  to  change  the 
character  of  their  service.  It  is  an  (n>inion,  founded  upon  all  the 
facts  within  our  reach,  that  great  benefit  would  result  to  the  country 
by  organizing  these  troops  in  a  State  organization,  and  in  mounting 
them  as  far  as  it  can  be  done.  The  following  would  be  some  of  the 
reealts  of  such  an  organization : 

First.  It  would  gratify  a  natural  desire  existing  among  soldiers  for 
a  change,  and  would  go  far  toward  satisfying  their  craving  to  see  their 
homes;  for  next  to  the  enjoyment  of  their  own  firesides  would  be  the 
satisffwUon  of  a  camp  home  amongst  their  own  exiled  people. 

Second.  The  concentration  of  the  Kentnckians  would  be  an  induce- 
ment to  call  together  at  once  from  all  parts  of  the  Confederacy  all 
stragglers  and  people  from  the  State  not  yet  attached  to  military 
oi^anizations.  It  would  also  be  an  inducement  held  out  to  Soutiiem 
men  yet  remaining  in  Kentucky  to  enlist  in  the  organization.  The 
benefits  resulting  from  such  a  concentration  would,  in  our  opinion, 
far  outweigh  the  temptations  held  out  to  individuals  to  leave  the 
ranks. 

Third.  The  concentration  of  these  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Ken- 
tucky in  a  position  to  act  in  concert  with  any  general  movement  of 
our  Western  army  would  have  a  most  beneficial  result.  We  think 
by  the  opening  of  the  spring  campaign  there  could  be  assembled  in 
B^t  Tennessee,  or  such  other  position  as  may  be  deemed  best,  about 
8,000  effective  Kentnckians.  Combining  their  movements  with  those 
of  the  main  army,  they  could  enter  Kentucky.  Most  of  them  are 
veteran  troops.  Fighting  as  infantry,  they  would  be  numerous  enough 
and  siifllciently  effective  to  drive  before  them  any  cavalry  force  likely 
to  be  sent  against  them.   The  result  would  be  either  that  they  would 
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occupy  the  center  of  the  State,  collect  supplies,  aud  gather  strength 
and  interrupt  the  enemy's  communications,  or  that  heavy  infantry 
detachments  must  be  sent  from  the  enemy's  main  army  to  drive  them 
from  the  State.  In  the  latter  event  it  will  prove  a  legitimate  military 
diversion,  when  a  small  detachment  will  be  enabled  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  a  lai^  force  of  the  enemy,  and  to  that  extent  lighten 
the  task  of  the  main  army. 

Fourth.  The  political  result  of  such  an  organization  would  be 
highly  favorable.  The  hopes  of  the  Southern  sympathizers  in  the 
State  still  cling  with  great  tenacity  around  the  Kentucky  organiza- 
tions. Dispersed  as  these  organizations  now  are,  their  identity  is 
almost  lost.  If  assembled  in  one  body  they  will  be  enabled  to  excite 
anew  the  hopes  of  our  people,  and  we  believe  that  the  awakened 
interest  of  the  men  themselves  and  of  the  people  in  this  organization 
would  in  the  present  political  condition  of  ICentucky  largely  increase 
the  strength  of  the  force. 

Fifth.  The  results  of  such  an  organization  wonld,  in  our  opinion, 
be  most  efEective  if  the  public  interest  admitted  of  our  being  asso- 
ciated with  this  force;  for  it  is  probably  not  awnming  too  much  to 
state  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  combine  in  a  great  degree  the  military 
and  political  elements  of  the  State  which  are  favorable  to  the  conntiy. 
But  while  it  is  our  own  opinion  that  our  services  would  be  more 
effective  with  this  than  with  any  other  organization  which  we  can 
think  of,  we  can  but  add  that  in  this,  as  in  all  other  matters  con- 
nected with  the  defense  of  our  country,  we  will  cheerfully  submit  to 
any  decision  which  your  Excellency  may  make  in  reference  to  a  sub- 
ject which  appeals  so  strongly  to  our  sympathies  and  to  our  patriotism. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully.  Your  Excellency's 
obedient  servants, 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Major-  Oeneral. 

S.  B.  BUCKNER, 

Major-  Oeneral. 
JNO.  H.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 
JOS.  n.  LEWIS, 

Brigadier- General. 

[FInt  Indoraomeiit.] 

January  IG,  1864. 

Secretary  of  War  for  consideration  and  remarks. 

The  proposition  has  two  main  features,  viz,  the  assembling  of  the 
Kentucky  troops  into  one  corps,  and  the  mounting  of  those  troops 
when  assembled.  It  is  also  indicated  that  they  should  be  sent  to 
Kentucky. 

J.  D. 

[ Second  indonement.] 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  President. 

I  have  had  several  conferences,  as  well  with  members  from  Ken- 
tucky as  the  generals  signing  this  letter,  on  the  subject  presented. 
I  find  it  difficult  to  reconcile  with  my  convictions  as  to  the  interest  of 
the  service  to  convert  all  the  troops  from  Kentucky  into  mounted 
men.  The  infantry  brigade,  though  much  reduced,  is  among  the 
most  relia!)le  in  the  service,  and  for  the  hot  work  before  our  armies  of 
moi-e  value  than  three  times  the  Humber  of  mountetl  men,    It  would  be 
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Iwtter,  could  roferenee  be  had  to  the  general  .service  alone,  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  cavalry  should  be  dismounted  and  conveiled  into  infan- 
try; but  other  considerations  are  urged  earnestly,  and  among  them, 
though  presented  with  hesitancy  and  regret,  is  the  conviction  that 
without  swch  concession  to  the  feelings  of  the  men  desertion  to  a 
great  extent  is  inevitable.  This  alone  causes  me  to  doubt.  Perlmi>s, 
without  yielding  the  one  point  of  mounting  the  men,  the  organization 
of  the  Eentuckians  into  one  corps,  with  headquarters  in  common  and 
with  a  favorite  leader  at  their  head,  might  suffice  to  arouse  a  State 
pride  and  give  a  prestige  to  the  organization  tbAt  migiit  measurably 
satisfy  and  retain  them  in  service.  In  conjunction  with  this,  some 
latitude  might  be  allowed  the  commander  to  allow  temporary  ex- 
changes of  service  to  the  different  regiments.  The  hope  should  l)e 
held  out  to  them,  too,  of  returning  to  Kentucky,  most  speedily  and 
permanently,  by  defeating  the  enemy  before  them.  A  partial  raid 
would  lose  more  than  it  gained  in  men. 

JAS.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

*  [Third  IndorMomit.] 

Aidh-de-Camp: 

Address  letter  to  General  Johnston,  stating  application  and  con- 
siderations ofifered,  and  request  views  on  the  question  of  assembling 
the  Kentucky  troops  on  border  of  Kentucky,  and  as  another  question 
the  propriety  of  converting  them  into  mounted  troops. 

J.  1). 


OONFEDEBATB  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WaR  DEPARTMENT, 

January  JO,  1S(>4. 

General  Howell  Cobb, 

AQxiTda,  Qa>: 
The  matter  is  under  consideration  of  the  President. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


State  of  South  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

Columbia,  January  16,  J8O4. 

Hon.  Jaues  a.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  to  request  you 
to  Cumiah  him  with  a  copy  of  your  order  declaring  that  soldiers 
appointed  to  military  academies  cannot  be  dischat^ed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  ARTHUR, 

Private  Secretary. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Bureau  of  Conscription, 
Richmond,  Va.,  January  16, .1864, 

Maj.  J.  C.  Johnston, 

Commandant  of  Conscripts,  Bristol,  Tenn.: 
Major:  I  am  directed  by  the  superintendent  to  write  to  you  and 
say  that  he  directs  that  you  will  forthwith  remove  your  camp  of 
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iustruction  to  some  safe  and  convenient  point  in  the  neighborhood  of 
I  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet's  army.  It  is  not  advisable  for  you 
to  select  a  station  immediately  within  or  contiguous  to  the  lines.  On 
reaching  your  station  you  will  immediately  proceed  to  active  oper- 
ations in  enrolling  conscripts  and  arresting  deserters.  Until  further 
orders  yon  will  have  authority  to  enroll  Tennessee  and  Kentucky 
conscripts.  You  will  apply  directly  to  Lieutenant-General  Long- 
street  for  such  supporting  force  as  yon  may  deem  necessary,  and 
report  the  same  to  this  Bureau.  You  will  also  apply  to  General  Long- 
street  for  the  use  of  such  officers  as  you  may  think  needful  as  enroll- 
ing officers,  asking  him  for  their  temporary  assignment.  Tour 
requisitions  will  be  AUed  as  early  as  practicable. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  PINCKNEY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Qenercd. 


CisouLAR  )  Confederate  States  of  America^ 

[•    War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

No.  2.     )  Richmond,  Fa.,  January  18,  186^. 

In  addition  to  the  copy  of  special  orders  detailing  disabled  officers 
and  soldiers,  furnished  for  the  information  of  the  Bureau,  comman- 
dants will  also  forward  to  the  Bureau  a  copy  for  reference  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  command  to  which  such  officers  or  soldiers 
belong. 

From  the  omission  to  forward  such  copies  additional  labor  is 
imposed  on  the  Bureau,  which  its  clerical  force  is  insufficient  to  exe- 
cute and  which  properly  belongs  to  the  office  from  which  the  order  is 
issued. 

By  command  of  Col.  John  S.  Preston,  superintendent: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(To  Oomiuandants  of  Conscripts. ) 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

RiehTtumd^  Fa.,  January  18 ^  I864. 
His  Excellency  Thomab  H.  Watts, 

Oovemor  of  Alabama,  Montgomery,  Ala.: 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  earnestly  requesting  that  Gov- 
ernment iron  contractors  in  Alabama  be  authorized  to  sell  to  planters 
some  of  their  iron  to  make  and  repair  agricultural  implements,  was 
referred  to  the  chief  of  the  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau  for  considera- 
tion and  remarks.  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the 
following  copy  of  his  reply: 

The  Government  supplies  in  Alabama  will  permit  the  diversioQ  of  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  cast  iron  for  agricultural  purfKnes,  but  very  little  rolled  iron. 
The  loss  of  the  Tennessee  rolling-mills  and  the  virtual  suspei^on  of  the  Etowab 
mills  have  thrown  all  the  requisitions  from  tiie  Army  of  Tennessee  for  wagon- 
tire  and  horseshoe  iron  upon  the  two  Alabama  mills  controlled  by  the  Bureau. 
These  requisitions  can  be  met  with  great  difficulty,  and  only  by  drawing  largely 
upon  the  Navy.  Major  Hunt  has  been  instructed  to  call  upon  the  Oovemor  of 
Alabama,  explain  the  poverty  of  our  resources,  and  to  urge  a  concert  action  from 
the  State  authorities  in  startmg  additional  rolling-mills. 

Very  i-espectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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[January  18, 1864. — For  Smith  to  Murrah,  in  regard  to  the  organi- 
zation of  a  force  for  the  protection  of  the  Indian  frontier  of  Texas, 
see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIV,  Part  II,  p.  886.] 


AN  ACT  to  provide  for  holding  elections  for  RepreBentatiTes  in  the  Congress  of 
the  Confederate  States  from  the  State  of  idssonri. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That 
elections  for  Representatives  tn  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States 
for  the  State  of  Missouri  may  be  held  as  follows,  until  the  Legislature 
of  said  State  shall  otherwise  direct:  That  each  voter  shall  be  allowed 
to  vote  one  ticket,  containing  the  name  of  one  person  for  each  one  of 
the  seven  Congressional  districts  of  said  State,  and  the  jwrsons  receiv- 
ing the  highest  number  of  votes  for  the  Representative  districts,  shall 
be  commissioned  as  Representatives  by  the  Governor  of  said  State. 

Sec.  2.  Such  election  shall  be  held  upon  the  lirst  Monday  in  May 
next,  and  upon  the  same  day  of  each  second  year  thereafter  during 
the  war. 

Sec.  3.  Such  elections  shall  be  held  by  the  officers  authorized,  or 
persons  appointed  or  provided  by  the  laws  of  said  State  for  the  pur- 
pose of  holding  such  elections,  and  shall  be  conducted  according  to 
the  mode  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  said  State,  except  so  far  as  the 
same  are  modified. by  this  act. 

Sec.  4,  In  such  elections,  any  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States  who 
shall  be  qualified  to  vote  for  a  member  of  the  most  numerous  branch 
of  the  State  Legislature  of  said  State,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  the 
place  or  places  in  said  State,  at  which  he  would  be  entitled  to  vote  in 
an  election  for  such  member  of  said  Legislature. 

Sec.  5.  But  in  case  such  citizen  shall  be  in  the  military  service  of 
the  Confederate  States,  or  in  case  he  shall  be  driven  from  his  home 
by  the  occupation  of  his  country  by  the  public  enemy,  or  by  the 
movements  of  the  enemy's  troops,  or  in  case  the  election  cannot  be 
held  at  the  usual  places  of  holding  the  same,  by  reason  of  such  occu- 
pation or  movements,  then  such  citizen  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  at  any 
place  of  voting  in  said  State,  or  in  the  camps  of  the  Army,  as  herein- 
after provided. 

Sec.  6.  Such  elections  for  Representatives,  when  held  in  the  camps 
of  the  Armj',  shall  be  conducted  as  follows:  In  every  army  corps, 
division,  or  command,  the  colonel  of  each  regiment,  or  other  officer  in 
command  of  any  lees  body  on  detached  service,  shall  appoint  two 
judges  and  three  clerks  to  open  and  hold  such  election,  who  shall  hold 
the  same  and  make  out  the  poll  books  and  returns,  under  the  same 
rules  and  regulations,  as  far  as  practicable,  as  if  the  same  were  opened 
and  held  at  the  usual  places  of  holding  the  same  in  said  State,  and 
shall  allow  all  persons  entitled  to  vote  therein. 

Sec.  7.  The  returns  of  such  elections  in  camps  shall  be  forwarded 
by  the  sever^  commanding  officers,  appointing  the  judges  and  clerks 
as  aforesaid,  to  the  highest  officer  in  grade,  and  the  senior  of  the  grade 
from  said  State,  for  which  the  same  is  held  in  the  encampment  or 
Army,  in  which  the  name  is  held,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  at  once,  to 
forward  the  same  to  the  Governor  of  the  State,  or  the  same  may  be,  if 
more  convenient,  forwarded  by  such  commanding  officer  directly  to 
the  Governor. 

Sec.  8.  In  case  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  prevent  the 
holding  of  the  elections  in  any  camp  under  this  act,  at  the  time  pro- 
vided by  law,  the  same  may  be  held  at  any  time  within  ten  days  after 


Digitized  by 


1 


36  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. 

tho  preventing  cause  may  cease;  the  time  for  holding  the  same  to  be 
fixed  by  the  officer  authorized  to  api>oint  the  judges  and  clerks. 

Sec.  9.  Such  officer  shall  be  authorized  to  administer  the  proper 
oaths  to  the  judges  and  clerks,  or  they  may  administer  the  same  to 
each  other. 

Sec.  10.  Every  person  concerned  in  holding  such  election  shall  lake 
an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States,  and 
to  discharge  bis  duty,  in  holding  such  election,  faithfully  and  impar- 
tially. 

Approved  January  li),  1864. 


Circular  )  Confederate  States  of  America, 

>  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

No.  3.     )  Richmond,  Va.,  January  19,  186^. 

In  view  of  the  great  increase  of  special  applications  for  exemption 
and  the  facilities  with  which  signatures  are  obtained,  it  has  become 
ncces-sary  to  prescribe  regulations  for  proceeding  in  such  eases  to  pre- 
vent the  allowance  of  exemption  in  cases  specially  presented  and  sup- 
ported by  many  signers,  with  some  show  of  testimony,  but  without 
1-eal  merit.  The  officers  of  conscription  will  therefore  be  governed 
by  the  following  instructions:  . 

I.  Every  application  should  be  sworn  to  by  the  applicant  and  veri- 
fied by  the  affidavits  of  at  least  two  respectable  citizens  who  are  per- 
sonally acquainted  with  the  facts  testified  to  by  them. 

II.  Applications  so  verified  should  be  carefully,  particularly,  and 
vigilantly  investigated  by  the  local  enrolling  officers,  and  a  report  of 
the  facts,  with  their  opinion  in  approval  or  disapproval,  forwarded 
through  the  proper  official  channel,  with  the  application,  to  the  com- 
mandant. 

III.  The  investigation  should  not  be  confined  to  an  examination  of 
the  papei*s  alone,  or  into  the  truth  of  the  statements  therein  made, 
but  should  be  dii-ected  with  aview  of  ascertaining  all  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumtstancos  of  the  case,  and  the  exact  condition  of  the  parties  with 
relation  thereto,  that  an  intell^nt  opinion  on  its  merits  may  be 
formed.  For  this  purpose  inquiries  should  be  instituted  of  persons 
unconnect  ed  with  the  application.  The  report  should  be  somewhat  in 
detail,  setting  forth  seiiatim  the  facts  developed  in  the  investigation, 
giving  briefly  the  reasons  for  the  opinion  expressed,  and  instead  of 
being  put  in  the  form  of  an  indorsement  will  be  made  on  a  separate 
sheet  of  paper. 

IV.  In  expressing  his  own  opinion  of  approval  the  commandant 
will  state  whether  he  recommends  permanent  or  temporary  exemp- 
tion; and  if  temporary,  for  what  length  of  time. 

V.  No  application  will  be  considered  unless  investigated  in  accord- 
ance with  these  instructions. 

By  command  of  Col.  John  S.  Preston,  8ux>erintendent: 

C.  B.  nUFFIELD, 
A^siMavi  At^viant-OenercU. 

(To  Commandants  of  Conscripts.) 
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ExECunvB  Department  of  Alabama, 

Montgomery,  Jaimary  19^  186i. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  seen  Haj.  J.  J.  Walker,  acting  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence for  the  State,  and  he  has  explained  in  a  satisfactory  manner 
what  his  agents  in  the  different  counties  of  the  State  doinjj,  and 
the  object  of  the  census  of  property  being  tnketi.  While  these  (com- 
plaints of  the  illegal  conduct  of  agents  were  being  made,  »  little 
explanation  by  sensible  officers  would  have  avoided  all  the  difficulty. 
The  impressment  of  private  projierty  is  always  odious  and  ought  to 
l)e  avoided  whenever  possible.  It  is  a  better  policy  for  the  Government 
to  pay  double  price  than  to  make  impressments.  If  we  fail  to  achieve 
onr  independence  in  this  contest  the  failure  will  arise  from  breaking 
down  the  spirits  of  the  people  by  acts  of  tyranny  by  our  own  officers. 
The  impr^ment  of  property  only  aggravates  the  price  and  creates 
opposition  to  the  Government  and  our  cause.  The  practical  oper- 
ation of  the  impressment  system  has  been  disMtrous. 

So  far  as  Major  Walker  himself  is  concerned,  I  should  never  fear 
anything  from  his  acts  that  was  wrong.  lie  is  a  man  of  fine  com- 
mon sense  and  of  high  character,  and  he  takes  pains  to  perform  tlie 
most  onerous  duties  in  such  a  manner  as  to  retain  the  good  will  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  to  do,  but  many  of  the  impressing  officers  care 
neither  for  God  nor  man. 

The  object  of  this  letter  was  simply  to  say  that  Major  Walker's 
explanation  was  entirely  satisfactory. 
Very  respectfully, 

T.  H.  WATTS, 
Q&vermn'  of  Alahamn. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

BichmoiKl,  Va.^  January  ifl, 

R.  S.  McCULLOH,  Esq. : 

Sir:  In  granting  you  a  passport  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  you  are  authorized,  under  an  act  to  organize  bodies 
for  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  enemy's  property  by  land  and 
sea,  approved  17th  of  February,  1804,  to  engage  in  the  destruction  of 
the  enemy's  property  on  the  high  seas  or  the  rivers,  lakes,  and  har- 
bors in  the  United  States  or  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  or  on 
the  territory  of  either  or  both  of  them.  You  will  be  governed,  how- 
ever, by  the  laws  of  nations,  destroying  only  army  and  navy  supplies 
and  sucb  other  property  as  may  be  directly  sen'iceable  to  the  enemy 
in  wf^ing  war  against  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  Passenger 
vessels  wilt  be  exempt  from  injury  at  your  hands.  You  are  also 
authorized  to  instruct  and  organize  outside  the  limits  of  the  Con- 
federate States  a  company  of  men,  not  to  exceed  twenty  in  number, 
to  act  under  your  oMers  in  the  performance  of  the  service  in  which 
you  are  hereby  empowered  to  engage,  taking  strict  care  to  observe 
the  laws  and  rights  of  neutrals.  You  will  forward  a  muster-roll  of 
the  company  to  this  Department.  Your  services  will  be  rendered 
without  pay  or  other  compensation  than  the  percentage  of  loss  or 
injury  caused  by  you  to  the  enemy's  property,  to  be  awarded  by  the 
bwird  of  officers  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  this  Department  to 
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convene  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  Va.,  the  said  compensation  in  no 
case  to  exceed  50  per  centum  of  the  loss  or  injury  inflicted. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Sir  :  I  am  informed  that  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina hold  a  large  quantity  of  woolen  goods,  partly  imported,  beyond 
what  can  possibly  be  needed  for  some  time  to  come  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  troops  from  that  State.  As  all  the  manufacturing  resources  of 
the  State  have  been  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  soldiers  therefrom, 
and  the  State  besides  has  enjoyed,  through  its  enterprise,  unosual 
facilities  for  drawing  supplies  from  abroad,  it  occura  to  me  that  there 
may  be  on  hand  an  excels  of  other  necessary  articles,  such  as  Bho^ 
and  blankets,  that  can  be  spared  for  awhile  to  aid  the  service  at 
i.  large  during  the  stress  of  the  winter  months.  At  all  events,  I  venture 
to  bring  the  matter  to  your  attention,  confident  that  your  public 
spirit  will  lead  you  to  do  whatever  you  can  to  aid  the  troops  of  ih.e 
Confederacy. 

Just  at  this  time  we  are  greatly  in  want  of  woolen  goods  and  cloth 
(heavy)  of  any  description  and  blankets;  shoes,  too,  would  be  accept- 
able. The  recent  heavy  losses  experienced  by  this  department  in 
connection  with  the  blockade  has  restricted  somewhat  its  resources, 
and  if  you  can  advance  for  awhile  any  of  the  supplies  referred  to 
they  will  be  acceptable,  and  I  will  come*  under  an  obligation  to  return 
the  same  early  in  the  spring,  when  thb  pressure  now  upon  me  Shall  in 
part'  have  passed  by. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Fla., 

Charleston^  8.  C,  January  21,  1864- 

General  A.  C.  Garlington, 

Adjt.  andlnsp.  Gen.,  State  of  South  Carolina,  Columbia,  S.  C: 

General:  The  letter  of  Ills  Excellency  Governor  Bonham,  of  the 
19th  instant,*  to  the  commanding  general,  now  at  Savannah,  com- 
municating a  copy  of  his  letter  of  the  17th  ultimo  f  to  the  War 
Department,  has  been  received  and  I  deem  it  in  place  to  acquaint  you 
with  the  position  of  these  headquarters  in  the  absence  of  any  orders 
from  superior  authority  in  the  premises. 

The  troops  in  question  having  been  called  out  for  six  months'  serv- 
ice, it  is  construed,  are  in  that  service  from  the  time  they  assembled 
at  their  homes  and  quit  their  usual  private  avocations  for  military 
duty.  It  is  presumed  the  War  Department  supposed  they  would  be 
called  out  on  the  1st  day  of  August,  and  hence  specified  that  day  as 
tlie  beginning  of  their  term  of  enrollment.  As  you  are  aware,  how- 
ever, the  call  from  these  headquarters  was  not  issued  for  a  month 
later,  because  it  had  been  urged  on  the  commanding  general  as  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  these  men  should  not  be  withdrawn  from  the 


RiCHUOND,  January  21,  I864. 


Governor  Z.  Vance, 


Raleigh,  N.  C: 


A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster-  General. 


*  Kot  found. 


tSee  Vol.  n,  this  aeries,  p.  1068. 
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agricnltaral  districts  until  they  had  secured  their  harvests,  and  he 
was  induced  in  that  way  to  postpone  the  call  to  the  last  possible 
moment,  leaving  the  men  meantime  at  their  homes,  engaged  on  their 
farms,  or  other  occupations  from  which  they  had  only  been  detached, 
as  is  understood,  one  day  to  organize  and  elect  company  officers  .early 
ill  July  and  another  sabeequently,  31st  July,  to  elect  field  officers. 

In  view  of  these  facts  the  commanding  general  has  not  felt  author- 
ized to  discharge  these  troops  until  he  shall  be  officially  apprised  of 
the  \ievs  of  the  War  Department,  for  which  he  asked  on  the  12th  of 
December,  1863. 

Espeehilly  does  he  not  feel  warranted  to  act  without  ordere,  since  he 
was  expressly  notified  by  telegraph  from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General  on  the  5th  of  October,  1863,  that  he  had  "no  right  to  dis- 
charge the  six-months'  regiments  *  *  •  without  authority  from 
that  office." 

Be  assured  these  headquarters  have  every  wish  to  discharge  these 
troops  whensoever  it  may  be  authoritatively  done,  and  it  is  hoped 
orders  of  the  War  Department  will  soon  be  made  known. 

The  Governor  does  not  say  in  his  letter  that  he  has  received  an 
answer  to  his  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War,  but  it  is  presumed 
he  has  not  from  the  context  of  his  communication  to  the  commanding 
general 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Depaethent, 

Rich/mond,  Fa,,  Jamiary  21,  1884. 

His  Excellency  H.  L.  Bonham, 

Oovemor  of  SoiUh  Carolina,  Columbia,  8.  C.: 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  Kth  instant  requesting  me 
to  furnish  you  with  a  copy  of  my  order  declaring  that  soldiers 
appointed  to  military  academies  cannot  be  dischai^l. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  the  Department  has  uniformly 
declined  to  grant  discharges  in  such  cases,  on  the  ground  that  the 
best  school  of  instruction,  as  well  as  the  most  honorable  service,  is 
now  in  the  field.  I  am  very  reluctant  to  deprive  the  youth  of  the 
country  of  the  opportunity  of  mental  improvement,  but  all  consider- 
ations of  private  advantage  must  now  yield  to  the  paramount  duty  of 
defending  the  country. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


AN  ACTT  appropriating  one  hundred  thonsand  dollars  for  the  use  md  benefit  of 

the  Cherokee  Nation. 

Whereas,  by  the  forty-fifth  article  of  the  treaty  between  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America  and  the  Cherokee  Nation,  the  said  Con- 
federate States  promised  to  collect  and  pay  over  to  the  Cherokee 
Nation  the  annual  interest  upon  the  several  sums  of  money  invested 
by  said  nation  in  stocks  of  certain  States  of  the  Confederate  States; 
and  whereas,  by  reason  of  the  war  with  the  United  States,  it  is 
impracticable  to  make  such  collection;  and  whereas,  there  is  good 
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reason  to  believe  that  the  citizens  of  said  nation  are  greatly  in  need 
of  the  money  thus  due  them :  Therefore, 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That 
tlie  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

Sec.  2.  The  said  sum  of  money  shall  be  forwarded  without  delay 
by  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  to  the  proper  representatives  of  the 
Cherokee  Nation. 

Sec.  3.  It  is  liereby  expressly  understood  that  said  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  is  to  he  returned  by  the  said  Cherokee  Nation  when 
peace  shall  be  ratified  between  the  United  and  Confederate  States, 
or  that  the  said  Confederate  States  shall  be  reimbursed  out  of  the 
interest  on  said  stocks  which  may  then  be  due  and  collected. 

Approved  January  22,  1864. 


January  22,  1864. 

lion.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  received  from  Col.  W.  H.  Stevens,  chief  of  construction 
Department  of  Northern  Virginia,  an  estimate  of  $500,000  as  required 
to  meet  the  just  claims  presented,  or  to  Ijo  presented  hereafter,  for 
the  loss  of  slaves  who  have  been  impressed  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
and  have  escaped  to  the  enemy  or  have  died  whilst  engaged  in 
labor  on  the  Richmond  defenses  or  from  diseases  contracted  whilst 
thus  employed.  This  estimate  is  based  on  an  average  valuation  of 
$2,000  for  each  slave  thus  escaped  or  deceased.  A  consideration  of 
the  losses  sustained  in  other  portions  of  this  State,  especially  in  tlie 
Peninsula  earlier  in  the  war,  gives  the  snm  of  $708,000  as  the  entii-e 
estimate  for  the  State  of  Vir^nia.  Reasoning  by  analogy,  for  want 
of  absolute  data,  and  extending  the  calculation  to  the  other  States  of 
the  Confederacy,  in  all  of  which  heavy  losses  have  been  sustained 
among  the  negroes  impressed  for  lal>or  on  the  defenses,  the  Bureau 
lias  arrived  at  the  sum  of  $3,108,000  as  the  minimum  probably  required 
to  meet  this  class  of  expenditures.  I  have  therefore  the  honor  to 
submit  an  estimate  of  $3,108,000,  and  to  ask  an  appropriation  of  this 
amount  for  the  purpose  indicated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  RIVES, 
lAeiUenani-Colonelt  <C:c. 


[  JanTTART  22,  1864. — For  Murrah  to  Magruder,  in  relation  to  reor- 
ganization of  Texas  troops,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIV,  Part  11,  p.  905.  ] 


General  Orders,  {       Adjt.  and  Insf.  General's  Office, 

No.  7.  \  Richmond,  January  23^  1864. 

I.  Paragraph  ZV,  General  Orders,  No.  3,  current  series,  is  hereby 
revoked. 

n.  Enrolling  officers  will  proceed  as  rapidly  as  practicable  in  the 
enrollment  of  all  persons  made  liable  to  military  service.  Previous  to 
enrollment  as  conscripts  all  such  persons  will  be  allowed  to  volun- 
teer: Provided— 

1.  The  company  selected  was  in  service  on  the  16th  of  April,  1862. 
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2.  Th«  company  selected  is  at  the  time  of  volunteering  below  the 
minimum  number  prescribed  by  regulations. 

3  No  person  made  liable  to  service  under  this  oi-der  will  be  per- 
mitted to  join  or  will  be  assigned  to  any  company  which  has  more 
than  sixty-four  privates  on  the  roll  until  all  the  companies  in  the 
service  from  the  State  of  which  the  volunteer  or  conscript  is  a  resi- 
dent shall  have  the  minimum  number  prescribed  by  regulations. 

4.  Upon  the  company  being  selected,  the  volunteer  will  receive 
from  the  enrolling  officer  a  certificate  to  the  effect  that  he  has  so 
volunteered,  and  no  volunteer  will  be  received  in  any  company  except 
on  such  certificate. 

UI.  Persons  who  fail  to  make  selection  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  order,  and  at  the  time  of  enlistment,  vrill  be  assigned  accord- 
ing to  existing  regulations. 

IV.  All  oflBcers  in  command  of  companies  authorized  under  this 
order  to  i-eceive  conscripts  or  volunteers  will  forthwith  send  to  the 
commandant  of  conscripts  of  the  State  accurate  certified  rolls  of 
their  companies,  and  without  such  roll,  showing  that  they  do  not 
exceed  sixty-four  privates,  there  will  not  be  assigned  any  conscript  or 
volunteer. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
A^niant  and  Inspector  Qenercd. 


CONFEDBRATB  STATES  OF  AHBRICA,  WaR  DKPARTHENT, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  January  24y  i86J^. 

Wyndhau  Robertson,  Bsq., 

Chairman  Committee  on  Confederate  Relations, 

House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia: 

Sir:  I  regret  that  other  more  pressing  engagements  have  prevented 
me  from  sooner  acknowledging  your  communication  of  the  13th 
instant  relative  to  the  forced  withdrawal  of  able-bodied  male  slaves 
from  localities  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy  or  exposed  to  their 
inroads.  The  aims  which  were  contemplated  in  the  proposition  here- 
tofore made  by  me  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia to  snch  removal  were  chiefly  two:  Firat,  to  save  such  slaves  to 
the  owners  and  prevent  the  abstraction  of  so  much  productive  and 
valuable  labor  from  the  Commonwealth ;  and  secondly,  to  prevent  their 
being  seduced  or  compelled  by  the  enemy  to  recruit  his  armies  and 
increase  the  resouroes  employed  by  them,  in  the  atrocious  warfare 
waged  against  us. 

In  reference  to  the  first  of  these  ends,  I  am  free  to  admit  that  infor- 
mation gathered  by  me  from  inquiries  made  and  manifestations  of 
sentiment  in  different  exposed  localities  lead  me  to  concur  iu  the 
opinion  you  express  as  to  the  repugnance  and  apprehension  enter- 
tained by  owners  of  the  effect  of  such  proceedings  upon  their  slave 
property.  They  should  be  able  to  form  the  best  judgment  as  to  the 
means  of  preserving  their  property,  and  the  Department  is  disposed 
to  defer  to  their  jud^ent  and  relinquish  all  idea  of  acting  with  a 
Tiewto  tlie  preservation  of  the  slaves  to  their  owners  or  the  Common- 
wealth. Id  the  second  point  it  is  evident  that  the  contingencies  may 
occur  which  would  render  it  an  imperative  military  duty  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  remove,  as  far  as  its  power  allowed,  able-bodied 
men  who  were  about  to  be,  and  without  such  action  would  certainly 
be,  placed  in  the  Army  of  the  enemy.  Heretofore  the  enemy  have 
used  mainly  seduction,  and,  except  in  very  limited  localities  and  those 
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entirely  within  their  power,  have  not,  so  far  as  known,  drafted  or 
forced  slaves  into  military  service.  Such  course  has,  howevei',  been 
threatened,  and  may  at  any  time  be  adopted  and  enforced  as  their 
settled  rule  of  action.  In  such  event  it  is  presumed  no  objection 
could  or  would  be  entertained  by  those  now  most  reluctant  to  the 
removal  of  the  able-bodied  male  slaves.  I  may  say,  however,  to  remove 
apprehensions  on  the  part  of  owners,  that  no  present  necessity  of  the 
kind  is  known  to  exist,  and  that  in  deference  to  the  wishes  and  judg- 
ment entertained  by  the  owners,  as  well  as  by  the  members  of  the 
State  Legislature  whose  opinions  have  been  declared,  great  reluctance 
will  be  felt  in  resorting  to  removal,  and  that  it  will  be  only  done 
under  such  plain  necessity  as  it  is  hoped  will  reconcile  it  to  the  judg- 
ment and  interest  of  all.  In  such  event,  too,  if  circomstanoes  allow, 
previous  notice  will  be  given,  po  as  to  afford  the  option  to  owners  to 
remove  all  the  slave  families. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richviondy  Ka.,  January  25^  186 j^. 

General  Howell  Cobb, 

AUantja,  Ga.: 

Congress  has  not  yet  acted.  It  is  not  thought  expedient  to  oi^ntze 
new  companies,  bnt  to  retain  all  of  conscript  age  to  fill  up  the  old. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Circular  )  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

No.  4.    J  Richmond^  January  25,  1S64- 

The  attention  of  commandants  is  especially  directed  to  General 
Orders,  No.  7,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Offioe,  current  series, 
herein  set  forth  for  their  information.* 

Earl^  and  vigorous  action  will  be  enjoined  on  the  enrolling  officers, 
each  one  of  whom  should  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  order  with- 
out delay.  To  insure  the  pnblicity  of  the  -order  there  should  be  sev- 
eral insertions  in  the  newspapers  of  general  circulation. 

II.  Persons  presenting  applications  for  special  exemption  with  any 
show  of  merit  will  not  be  molested  until  action  is  taken  by  this  Bureau. 
These  cases  will  be  investigated  in  accordance  with  Circular  No.  3, 
current  series,  with  the  least  delay  practicable. 
By  order  of  Col.  John  S.  Preston,  superintendent: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

(To  Commandants  of  Conscripts. ) 


State  op  North  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

RaUigh,  Janttary  85,  I864. 

Hon.  Ja^ies  a.  Seddon, 

Secreki/ry  of  Wa/r,  Richmond,  Fa.; 
Dear  Sir:  To  obviate  any  further  difficulty  in  regard  to  carrying 
out  cotton  by  the  Collie  Line  of  steamers,  the  agent  of  the  owners  pro- 

•Seep.40. 
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poses  to  sell  an  intereBt  to  the  Confederacy  in  those  steamers  of  one- 
fourth,  which  would  (five  one-half  of  the  cotton  for  the  Confederacy 
and  this  State.    I  hope  you  will  accept  this  proposition. 
Very  respectfully, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

January  26^  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper,  C.  S.  Army, 

AdjiUant  and  Inspector  Ueneralj  Richmond^  Va.: 

General:  Agreeably  to  your  request  I  give  to  you  my  reasons  for 
believing  that  the  establishment  of  a  bureau  of  inspection  under  your 
department  would  prove  infinitely  beneficial  to  the  Government. 
Outcries  prevail  over  the  whole  country  against  the  extravagances 
and  abuses  committed  by  the  Government  officers  and  agents  in  all  of 
the  departments  of  the  Army,  in  and  out  of  the  field.  Much  alleged 
is  doubtlessly  true,  although  in  many  instances  exaggerated,  and 
many,  beyond  doubt,  originate  in  ignorance  of  their  duties  on  the 
part  of  agents  and  of  their  rights  on  the  part  of  the  injured.  It  unfor- 
tunately too  often  happens  that  persons  falsely  assuming  the  charac- 
ter of  Government  agents  impress,  and  between  such  imposition  and 
the  ri^tfnl  exactions  of  authorized  agents,  made,  however,  in  too 
many  instances  in  an  arbitrary  and  arrogant  manner  by  those  who  do 
not  duly  appreciate  the  relations  between  themselves  and  those  with 
whom  they  are  dealing,  a  spirit  of  dissatisfaction  is  being  aroused 
against  the  Government,  almost  amounting  to  disaffection,  which, 
unless  remedied,  may  lead  to  disastrous  consequences-  The  Govern- 
ment, ignorant  of  these  facts,  receives  all  the  odium  of  sanctioning 
them,  and,  although  whenever  reported,  it  strives  to  correct  the  iso- 
lated cases  brought  to  its  notice,  it  effects  nothing  towai-d  removing  the 
spirit  of  general  complaint,  because  such  corrections  are  not  gener- 
ally known.  The  evils  complained  of  are  apparent  to  all  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  all  the  towns,  depots,  and  entrepdts  scattered  over  the  country 
and  are  publicly  commented  upon,  but  there  being  no  particular  per- 
son or  department  charged  with  correcting  these  evils,  though  all 
admit  the  importance  of  correction,  no  one  is  disposed  to  a^ume  the 
responsibility  of  bringing  them  to  the  notice  of  the  Government. 

llie  means  for  receiving  such  information  and  to  enable  the  Gov- 
ernment to  apply  correction  would  be  in  the  organization  of  the 
bureau  of  inspection,  which  might  readily  be  done  under  that  of  the 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Department.  The  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  such  a  bureau  are  incalculable.  The  strength  and 
organization  of  our  armies  are  obtained  through  tlie  monthly  and 
field  returns,  but  nothing  is  Itnown  respecting  their  condition  iu  the 
way  of  armament,  discipline,  instruction,  and  all  interior  arrange- 
ments which  promote  their  efficiency  and  reliability.  This  issecured 
in  this  army  by  the  tri-monthly  reports  received  from  inspectors 
belonging  to  the  different  organizations  from  the  brigades  up  to  corps. 
Through  the  system  in  this  army  officers  are  held  to  a  strict  observ- 
ance of  all  orders  emanating  from  all  the  headquarters  up  to  those 
from  the  War  Department.  All  deflcieucies  in  drill,  discipline,  mili- 
itary  instruction,  arras,  accouterments,  transjwrtation,  and,  in  a  woi'd, 
in  ai;y  of  the  requisites  for  securing  efficiency  in  the  different  arms  of 
service,  are  brought  through  these  reports  to  the  notice  of  the  com- 
manding general.    In  addition  to  this  the  examination  of  the  accounts 
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of  officers  of  alt  the  different  departments  are  made,  the  observance 
of  prox)erty  accountability  is  exacted,  the  loss  or  destruction  of  arms, 
&c.,  charged  as  circumstances  require  to  officers  or  men,  and  of  all 
other  public  property  misappropriated,  leading  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  inspectors  to  an  observance  of  property  accountability 
in  officers  and  men  which  has  saved  thousands  of  arms  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, vast  sums  to  the  Treasury  in  the  greater  care  secured  to  all 
kinds  of  public  property,  and  at  the  same  time  has  greatly  improved 
the  discipline  and  efficiency  of  the  army. 

There  are  very  few  cases  of  fraud  which  have  occurred  in  this 
army,  and  wherever  occurring  have  been  promptly  brought  before  a 
court-martial.  With  inspections  impending  over  them  at  all  times, 
In  so  far  as  their  accounts  go,  there  has  been  for  twelve  months  past 
a  most  commendable  observance  of  regulations  in  the  rendition  of 
accounts,  considering  all  the  difficulties  under  which  this  army  has 
labored.  Inspectors  look  to  the  preservation  of  private  property  in 
the  vicinity  of  camps,  and  where  damages  are  committed,  to  prompt 
indemnity  to  the  injured  and  punishment  of  offenders  whihit  sta- 
tionary, and  on  the  march  prevent  straggling  and  the  depredations 
consequent  upon  such  irregularities.  These  are  some  of  the  numer- 
ous duties  required  from  and  performed  by  the  army  inspectors, 
making  them,  where  efficient,  the  most  important  officers  we  have. 
Extend  a  system  which  has  so  manifestly  improved  the  army  through- 
out the  Confederacy,  and  what  would  be  the  probable  results?  Doubt- 
le&s  the  measurable,  if  not  entire,  correction  of  the  abuses  already 
mentioned  with  a  large  increase  of  the  effective  force  in  our  ranks. 
At  almost  every  town,  depot,  and  entrepdt  are  to  be  found  a  number 
of  staff  officers  with  their  retinues  of  detailed  or  exempted  men, 
drawing  commutation  of  fuel  and  quarters  and  purchasing  supplies 
of  the  Government  for  themselves  and  families,  entailing  enormous 
expenditures  upon  the  Treasury,  and  depriving  our  armies  of  supplies 
greatly  needed.  The  first,  in  many  instances,  as  superfluous,  could 
be  sent  to  the  ranks,  and  the  latter,  substituted  by  partially  disabled 
men,  might  be  remanded  to  their  companies.  There  are  also  many 
able-bodied,  stout,  healthy  men  nominally  employed  about  the  hospi- 
tals and  by  conscript,  tax,  and  other  bureaus  scattei-ed  over  the 
country,  who  should  and  would  be  forwarded  to  their  companies.  It 
is  unnecessary  to  proceed  further  in  the  enumeration  of  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  a  system  whose  usefulness  has  been  recognized  and 
adopted  by  every  other  government,  it  is  believed,  but  our  own,  and 
I  am  satisfied  that  in  addition  to  the  greatly  increased  efficiency  which 
it  would  have  secured  in  all  departments,  millions  would  have  been 
saved  to  the  Government  in  the  more  strict  observance  of  property 
accountability,  which  it  would  have  brought  about  in  every  branch  of 
the  service.  This  result  can  yet  be  obtained  in  the  future  by  the 
establishment  of  such  a  bureau,  if  organized.  In  addition  to  the 
officers  in  charge  of  the  bureau  there  should  be  ten  officers  (colonels) 
of  intelligence,  energy,  and  perfect  reliability  to  perform  inspecting 
duties;  the  Confederacy  to  be  divided  into  the  same  number  of  dis- 
tricts, which  should  be  inspected  successively  by  these  officers;  no 
officer  inspecting  the  same  district  twice  in  succession,  or,  preferably, 
not  until  he  had  passed  over  all  the  other  districts.  By  this  means, 
in  making  their  reports,  which  should  be  secret  and  only  to  be  com- 
municated to  parties  interested  as  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  might  determine,  inspectors  would  be  particularly  cautious  in 
stating  facts,  and  act  unbiased  by  prejudice  or  partiality,  knowing 
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that  his  Imports  would  be  compnred  with  those  of  the  ofiitH^rs  prected- 
ing  and  succeeding  him,  whereby  inaccuracies  or  favoritism  would  be 
e.\po6ed. 

In  all  cases  where  abuses  were  observed,  requiring  imine<liate  oor- 
reetions,  special  reports  could  be  made,  to  be  submitted  for  the  action  ^ 
of  the  War  Department.  A  manual  prescribing  the  general  duties  of 
such  officers  can  readily  be  drawn  off,  questions  arising  under  special 
(uses  to  be  submitted  for  decision  by  the  departments.  The  rank  of 
t  hese  officers  should  not  be  less  than  that  of  colonel^  as  such  is  the 
K iwle  held  in  some  of  the  corx>8  already,  and  it  is  necessary  in  inspect- 
ing tried  and  veteran  troops,  which  would  be  required  in  passing  over 
most  of  the  districts,  that  the  inspector  should  have  that  character 
and  rank  which  would  secure  attention  and  deference  to  his  wishes 
and  respect  for  his  office.  Through  their  means  the  Government  could 
keep  itself  advised  of  the  condition  of  all  of  its  forces;  the  capabili- 
ties of  the  different  officers,  both  of  those  holding  high  commands 
and  of  those  of  lower  grades  giving  promise  of  future  ability,  from 
whom  to  select  for  promotion;  the  relative  efficiency  of  different 
organizations;  the  confidence  of  the  troops  in  their  commanders;  the 
general  spirit  among  the  troops,  and  the  military  and  political  iispect 
dlBoovered  in  different  districts,  with  the  resources  in  the  way  of  sup- 
plies to  be  obtained  from  each. 

I  submit  the  foregoing  viem  as  su^estive,  not  doubting,  gtmeral, 
that  your  own  great  experience  and  knowledge  will  determine  upon 
some  plan  which  may  lead  to  the  results  desired. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  CIIILT<)N, 
Asst.  Ad^t.  and  Inap.  Oen.y  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 


[January  25,  1864. — For  Lee  to  Soddon,  in  relation  to  the  effect  of 
authorizing  individuals  to  raise  companies  of  artillery  and  cavalry, 
see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXHI,  p.  1120.] 


Executive  Department, 

Tallahassee,  January  s?6',  i^6'^. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  Permit  me  to  introduce  to  your  acquaintance  CapL  D.  W. 
Gwynn,  of  the  Fifth  Florida  Battalion. 

In  your  letter  of  the  29th  of  October,  1863,  in  reply  to  one  from  me 
of  the  22d,  you  promised  that  "orders  will  also  be  given  ivlativc  to  the 
supply  of  arms  for  the  service  in  Florida."  Previously  upon  applica- 
tion by  me  for  3,000  stand  of  arms,  2,000  Austrian  rifles  were  sent  to 
Columbus,  but  they  were  without  wipers  and  were  comparatively 
useless.  These  rifles  were  at  Columbus  subject  to  the  oi-der  of  the 
general  coramuiding  the  district,  but  I  do  not  know  how  they  were 
generally  disxK>sed  of.  We  have  much  reason  to  apprehend  raids 
from  the  enemy,  and  it  is  very  important  that  the  troops  on  whose 
service  the  State  is  dependent  for  defense  should  be  armed  and  pre- 
pared to  make  it.  I  request  therefore  respectfully  that  the  applica- 
tion for  arms  by  Major  Scott,  who  commands  the  Fifth  Florida  Bat- 
talion, may  be  promptly  granted.    I  would  also  respectfully  invite 
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your  attention  to  the  copies  of  letters  received  by  me  relative  to  the 
impressment  of  milch  cows  and  calves  by  the  commissary  agents. 
One  is  from  the  Rev.  John  R.  Richards,  from  West  Florida;  the  other 
from  a  judjje  of  probate  in  South  Florida.  The  oflEoet  of  the  impress- 
ments made  in  West  Florida  was  the  desertion  of  a  large  number  of 
the  troops  in  that  part  of  the  State,  a  portion  of  whom  have  joined  the 
enemy.  From  one  company,  which  was  considered  the  best  drilled 
and  most  reliable  company  in  West  Florida,  fifty-two  men  deserted 
with  their  arms,  some  of  whom  were  known  to  be  brave  men,  who, 
indignant  at  the  heartless  treatment  of  the  rights  of  citizens,  have 
joined  the  enemy.  I  respectfully  urge  that  orders  should  bo  immedi- 
ately issued  to  conscript  and  place  in  militaiy  service  every  impress- 
ing agent  not  in  military  service,  and  who  if  not  connected  with  the 
Quartermaster  or  Commissary  Department,  would  be  subject  to  con- 
scription; also  that  orders  shall  be  issued  forbidding  interference 
with  cows  and  calves,  or  stock  not  fit  for  beef,  by  the  officers  of  the 
Confederate  Government.  The  citizens  of  Florida  in  many  parts  of 
the  State  are  indignant  at  the  unnecessary  abuse  of  their  rights;  and 
I  have  reason  to  know  thai  the  lawless  and  wicked  conduct  of  Gov- 
ernment agents  in  this  State  have  produced  serious  dissatisfaction 
among  the  troops  from  this  State  in  Northwest  Georgia  and  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  unless  the  evils  complained  of  shall  be  promptly  remedied 
the  worst  results  may  i-easonably  be  apprehended. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

JOHN  MILTON, 

Governor  of  Florida. 

[First  InitoTMiiiaiit.] 

Ordnance  Bureau  for  attention  to  iiassage  alwut  arms, 

J.  A.  S.. 

Secretary. 

[SuooihI  iDdorMtnent.*] 

Ordnance  Bureau, 

February  6.  186^. 
Noted  and  foi*warded  to  the  Quarteimaster-GeneraL 

[J.  G.] 

[Third  Indonienieiil,) 

To  Cohhissarv-Gbnbral: 
About  impressing  officers,  taking  milch  cows,  &e, 

J.  A.  S., 
SecreUiry, 

[Fourth  iiKloDHiiDont.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Richmond^  Va.,  February  8^  1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
Maj.  P.  W.  White,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  Florida,  has 
been  called  on  to  investigate  the  allegations  against  the  purchasing 
officer  and  agents  of  the  Bureau,  and  to  take  immediate  steps  to 
remedy  the  evils  if  found  to  exist. 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 

Commissary-G^eral. 

*  See  also  (Jorgas  to  Secretary  of  War,  p.  83. 
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[Inokwnn  Ko.  1.] 

Calhoun  County,  Fla.,  December  SO,  J86S. 
Right  Hon.  John  Mh^ton, 

Governor  of  Florida  : 
My  Dear  Friend:  After  my  best  respects  to  you  bs  my  friend 
and  chief  justice  of  the  State  of  Florida,  I  avail  myself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity of  writing  to  you  a  few  lines  to  ascertain  if  it  is  law  for  these 
''pressmen"  to  take  the  cows  from  the  soldiers'  families  and  leave 
them  to  Btarve.  Colonel  Coker  has  just  left  my  house  with  a  drove 
for  Marianna  of  about  200  or  300  head.  Some  of  my  neighbors  went 
after  him  fmd  begged  him  to  give  them  their  milch  cows,  which  he, 
Mr.  Coker,  ref  ased  to  do,  and  took  them  on.  And  now,  my  dear  Gov- 
ernor, I  assure  you,  on  the  honor  of  a  gentleman,  that  to  my  knowl- 
edge there  are  soldiers*  families  in  my  neighborhood  that  the  last  head 
of  cattle  have  been  taken  from  them  and  drove  off,  and  unless  this 
pressing  of  cows  is  stopped  speedily  there  won't  be  a  cow  left  in  Cal- 
houn County.  I  know  of  several  soldiers'  families  in  this  county  that 
haven't  had  one  grain  of  com  in  the  last  three  weeks,  nor  any  likeli- 
hood of  their  getting  any  in  the  next  three  months;  their  few  cows 
taken  away  and  they  left  to  starve ;  their  husbands  slain  on  the  battle- 
field at  Chattanooga.  This  is  a  true  state  of  things  in  my  county; 
I  vouch  for  them  as  an  honest  man.  Now,  if  this  is  law  I  should  be 
glad  to  know  it,  so  I  could  know  how  to  act  by  the  law,  for  I  have  had 
a  different  notion  of  the  law;  and  as  a  sound  man,  I  think  this  press- 
ing of  all  the  cattle  will  have  a  bad  end,  in  my  judgment,  and  I  (un 
not  all  that  think  so.  I  think  if  it  could  be  stopped  it  would  have  a 
good  eflfect  on  this  part  of  the  community.  I  should  be  obliged  to  you 
if  you  feel  a  freedom  to  write  me  on  thLs  subject  soon,  as  I  look  upon 
procrastination  as  the  great  thief  of  time. 
I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  RICHARDS. 

[iDcloflure  No.  2.1 

BR00KSVU4LE,  Hbrnando  County,  Fla., 

Janttary  12,  I864. 

His  Excellency  John  Milton, 

Oovemor  of  Florida^  'S^jiUakassee,  Fla.: 
Sir:  At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  of  this 
county  on  the  9th  instant,  for  the  purjwse  of  considering  the  necessi- 
ties and  means  of  supplying  the  indigent  families  of  soldiers  in  this 
connty,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  supply  of  corn  within  the  limits  of 
the  county  is  nearly  exhausted,  and  that  there  can  be  very  little  or  no 
com  purchased  anywhere  between  here  and  Gainesville ;  whether  from 
actnal  scarcity  or  an  indisposition  to  sell  I  don't  know,  but  it  is  gen- 
erally supposed  it  is  from  the  latter  cause.  On  the  suggestion  of 
Goneral  J.  M.  Taylor,  who  said  that  he  had  heard  Your  Excellency 
say  that  com  would  be  sent  down  to  Archer  from  Middle  Florida  for 
soldiers*  families  if  it  became  necessary  for  the  support  of  those 
families,  I  was  verbally  instructed  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  to 
commanicate  their  necessities  to  Yonr  E^-cellency,  and  ask  if  1,000 
bushels  of  com  could  be  had  in  that  way,  in  the  event  that  we  cannot 
procnre  it  otherwise.  Their  situation  will  be  deplorable  in  the  extreme 
if  corn  cannot  be  had  beyond  the  limits  of  the  county,  as  in  conse- 
quence of  a  bad  crop  season  the  past  year  there  was  not  more  than 
one-third  of  an  average  crop  raised  in  the  county. 
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Another  matter  which  I  would  direct  the  attention  of  Your  Excel- 
lency to  is  the  fact  that  the  cattle  drivers  under  the  orders  of  Captain 
McKay,  eommissai-y  of  this  dei>artinent,  have  stripped  the  county  of 
every  baef  steer  that  they  can  find,  from  two  j'^ears  old  and  upward, 
and  are  now  taking  the  cows,  many  of  which  have  been  known  to 
have  calves,  in  less  than  fifteen  miles'  drive.  This  is  cutting  oft  the 
only  supply  of  meat  we  had  for  soldiers*  families,  as  the  Hupi>ly  of 
pork  from  various  causes — mainly  for  want  of  com  to  fatten  it — ^is 
uTuisually  short — so  much  so  that  the  most  fortunate  of  us  will  be  on 
less  than  half  allowance.  Whatever  the  exigencies  of  the  case  may 
be,  I  consider  it  an  outrage  upon  a  community  having  in  their  midst 
as  many  suffering  families  as  we  have  to  take  the  cows,  the  0UI5' 
dependence  for  milk  and  beef  for  the  future.  In  many  cases  the  cows 
of  poor  families  of  soldiers  in  the  Army  are  taken,  as  I  have  been 
informed.  Does  the  order  to  those  commissaries  authorize  them  to 
take  the  milch  cows  from  the  people  against  their  will  or  consent  ?  If 
so,  the  country  is  ceitainly  ruined  and  a  general  famine  will  be  the 
result.  Already  the  soldiers*  families  are  becoming  clamorous  for 
meat  and  are  killing  people's  cows  wherever  they  can  get  hold  of  them. 
It  does  seem  to  me  tlmt  this  wholesale  taking  the  beef-cattle  and  milch 
cows  of  the  country  should  be  stopped,  for  by  taking  the  cows  it  cer^ 
tainly  cuts  oft  the  means  of  any  future  supply  of  beef,  saying  nothing 
of  cutting  oft  the  supply  of  milk.  If  we  have  arrived  at  that  point 
where  it  has  become  actually  necessary  to  impress  all  the  cows  in  the 
country,  which  are  so  necessary  to  the  support  of  any  country,  then  I 
say,  God  help  us,  for  starvation  must  be  inevitable.  Will  Your 
Excellency  do  us  the  favor  to  write  me  in  answer  to  these  several 
points? 

With  great  i'esi)ect,  I  have  the  honor  Im,  Your  Excellency's  obe- 
dient servant, 

P.  G.  WALL, 
Judge  of  Prohaie. 


Private.]  IIbadquartbrs  Georgia  State  Guard, 

Atlanta,  January  26,  I864. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Fa.; 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  dispatch  refusing  my 
application  to  organize  troops  for  the  war  from  the  members  of  the 
State  Guard.  I  took  the  liberty  of  responding  by  telegraph  and  beg 
to  address  you  again  on  the  subject.  I  have  no  earthly  interest  in  the 
qnestion  save  as  it  affects  the  public  interest.  I  beg  you,  therefore, 
to  bear  with  me.  What  I  say  is  based  upon  my  personal  experience 
and  knowledge.  I  have  opportunities  of  knowing  the  feeling  on  this 
subject  which  you  have  not  at  Richmond,  and  though  my  earnest 
counsel  may  not  be  heeded,  pardon,  I  beg  of  you,  one  more  intrusion 
upon  your  time.  I  regard  this  decision  as  disastrous  in  its  conse- 
quences. In  Georgia  it  will  make  a  difference  of  more  than  2,000  men 
in  the  Army,  and  the  same  will  likewise  occur  in  other  Stat^.  I  am 
not  sure  that  we  have  not  lost  that  number  already,  even  if  the 
authority  should  now  be  granted.  Besides,  you  are  putting  into  your 
old  organizations  an  element  which  will  produce  the  worst  state  of 
feeling  through  the  ranks,  and  fill  your  Army  with  strife,  jealousy,  and 
heartburning.  I  am  sure  you  do  not  appreciate  the  character  of  the 
men  who  have  employed  substitutes;  whilst  there  are  mfuoy  who  were 
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seeking  to  avoid  duty  (and  these  will  dodge  yon  by  leavinf?  the  coun- 
try and  other  wayn)  there  were  large  numbers  who  were  as  brave  and 
patriotic  as  any  who  went  into  service. 

Let  me  mention  one  class  of  cases,  by  no  means  unusual,  where 
there  were  several  members  of  a  family,  all  willing  to  go,  but  agreed 
among  themselves  that  one  should  remain  to  nttentl  to  the  business  of 
all.  Those  who  went  have  fallen  in  battle  or  linger  in  hospitals. 
Another  class,  whose  lai^e  business  demanded  their  attention  at  home, 
and  who  have  contributed  lai^ly,  liberally,  and  profusely  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Army  and  soldiers'  families  by  selling  their  produce  at 
the  lowest  prices,  and  so  on,  and  so  on.  I  tell  you  that  the  wholesale 
denunciation  of  men  who  employed  substitutes  is  wrong  and  unjust. 
I  fully  agree  that  the  law  ought  to  be  repealed,  and  these  men  ought 
now  to  be  brought  into  the  service,  but  I  do  insist,  not  only  on  their 
own  accounts,  but  for  the  good  of  the  service,  they  ought  not  to  be 
forced  into  the  ruiks  of  the  old  organizations.  In  the  case  of  the 
GeorpA  State  Guard,  all  the  men  promptly  responded  to  the  call  of 
the  Governor,  and  have  made  as  good  and  uncomplaining  soldiers  as 
any  in  the  field,  I  seriously  fear  the  consequences  of  this  policy  in 
Georgia.  The  veiy  men  who  were  eager  and  enthusiastic  to  foim 
themselves  into  new  companies  for  the  war  are  now  arranging  to  test 
the  question  before  the  courts,  and  will  resort  to  every  method  to 
defeat  what  they  regard  as  a  harsh  and  unjust  I'ule  nxM>n  them. 

They  dread  the  jeera  and  sneers  which  they  must  encounter  from 
the  Army  more  than  they  do  the  bullets  of  the  Yankees,  and  their 
pride  revolts  at  the  idea  of  being  forced  into  the  ranks  under  men 
their  inferiors  in  eveiy  respect,  save  in  the  length  of  service  and  expe- 
rience in  the  field. 

Whether  you  respect  this  feeling  or  not,  the  question  cannot  be 
avoided,  of  the  eflFect  upon  the  strength  and  efficiency  of  the  Army. 
You  nob  only  want  soldiers,  but  you  want  them  cheerful,  content,  and 
satisfied.  It  may  even  now  be  too  late,  but  still  better  now  than  not 
ataU. 

Your  friend, 

HOWELL  COBB. 

[tndommant.] 

February  1, 1864. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  I'resident  for  his  consideration. 
I  do  not  concur  in  General  Cobb's  views,  but  respect  for  his  judg- 
ment induces  me  to  submit  his  letter. 

J.  A.  SEDDON. 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  January  27,  JS04. 

The  Senate: 

I  submit  to  the  Senate  herewith  the  nomination  of  A.  R.  Lawton,  of 
Greoi^a,  to  be  Quartermaster-General,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier- 
general,  to  tAke  rank  from  the  13th  day  of  April,  1861,  and  deem  it 
proper  to  communicate  the  reasons  which  induce  this  course. 

On.  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  20th  of  March  last,  entitled  "An  act 
to  amend  an  act  for  the  establishment  and  oi^anization  of  the  ^neral 
staff  for  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,"  inquiry  was 
made  to  aid  in  the  selection  of  the  most  competent  person  then  made 
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eligible,  and  the  office  of  Quartpermaster-General  was  tendered  to  Gen- 
eral Lawton,  who  was  averse  to  accepting  it  if  it  involved  a  nomination 
and  new  appointment,  for  the  reasons  that  it  withdrew  him  from  serv- 
ice in  the  field,  interfered  with  his  chances  for  promotion,  and  that, 
as  he  was  then  the  oldest  brigadier  in  the  service,  he  wonld,  by  accept- 
ance of  a  new  commission,  be  deprived  of  his  relative  rank  as 
compared  witii  other  brigadiers^  "Hiere  were  two  other  officers  recom- 
mended to  me  as  specially  fitted  to  dischai^  the  duties  of  Quarter- 
master-General, who  could  be  spared  from  service  in  the  field,  and 
they  were  both  major-generals  and  could  not  therefore  be  expected  to 
accept  a  lower  grade  in  the  staff  than  that  which  they  held  in  the 
line. 

The  name  of  the  officer  then  performing  the  duties  of  Quartermas- 
ter-Gieneral  was  also  presented  to  me  with  recommendations  entitled 
to  carry  great  respect,  but  my  own  observation  of  the  manner  in 
i  which  those  duties  had  been  discharged  had  previously  satisfied  me 
that  the  public  interests  required  an  officer  of  greater  ability  and  one 
'  better  qnalifled  to  meet  the  pressing  emergencies  of  the  service  during 
,  the  war. 

On  examination  of  the  law  above  referred  to,  its  language,  although 
not  free  from  doubt,  was  held,  after  consnltaticn  and  advice,  to  jus- 
tify the  conclusion  that  the  intention  of  Congress  would  be  fulfilled  by 
assigning  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  Quartermaster-General 
an  officer  already  confirmed  as  brigadier-general  in  the  Provisional 
Army,  without  again  submitting  his  nomination  to  the  Senate.  The 
grounds  for  this  conclusion  were  that  the  eighth  section  of  the  act 
of  6th  of  March,  1861,  organizing  the  Regular  Army,  expressly 
authorized  the  Executive  to  assign  the  brigadier-generals  to  any 
duties  he  might  specially  direct,  and  when  the  five  brigadier-generals 
were  raised  to  the  rank  of  generals  by  the  act  of  16th  of  May,  1861, 
the  President  was  again  empowered  to  assign  them  to  such  commwds 
and  "duties"  as  he  might  specialty  direct.  As  it  had,  therefore,  been 
permitted  by  Congress  that  any  one  of  the  generals  of  the  Regular 
Army  might  be  assigned  to  staii  or  any  other  duty  at  Executive  dis- 
cretion, it  seemed  a  fair  inference  that  when  by  the  law  of  last  session 
provision  was  made  that  the  rank,  pay,  and  allowances  of  Quarter- 
master-General should  be  those  of  a  brigadier  in  the  Provisional  Army 
the  will  of  the  Legislature  was  as  well  fulfilled  by  assigning  to  the 
duties  of  that  office  one  who  was  already  a  brigadier-general  of  the 
Provisional  Army  as  by  nominating  a  new  officer. 

This  view  of  the  question  was  fortified  by  the  fact  that  the  law  last 
referred  to  did  not  create  an  office,  but  only  provided  that  during  the 
war  the  officer  discharging  the  duties  of  Quartermaster-General 
should  have  the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  and  by  the  further  fact 
that  the  original  act  of  26th  of  February,  1861,  for  the  establish- 
ment and  oi^anization  of  the  general  staff,  contained  a  provision  still 
in  force,  that  officers  of  the  Quartermaster-General  and  other  staff 
departments  might  by  order  of  the  Pre^dent  be  assigned  to  tiie  com- 
mand of  troops,  according  to  their  rank  in  the  Anny,  thus  indicating 
that  positions  in  the  quartermaster's  and  other  staff  departments  were 
not  distinct  offices,  but  were  posts  of  duty  to  which  officers  of  the 
Army  were  appointed,  and  from  which  they  might  be  withdrawn  and 
assigned  to  othei  duties  at  Executive  discretion.  This  is  a  provision 
of  our  law  that  did  not  exist  in  the  former  service  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  when  an  officer  of  the  Army  entered  the  Quarter- 
master's Department  he  surrendered  his  commission  in  the  line  and 
his  right  to  command  troops. 
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I  am  advised,  however,  that  such  is  not  the  conatniction  given  to 
the  law  by  many  Senators,  and  I  so  far  conform  to  their  views  as  to 
give  the  Senate  an  opportunity  to  advise  the  Executive  in  relation  • 
to  the  appointment  of  this  officer. 

This  statement  was  also  necessary  in  explanation  of  the  proposal 
that  General  Lawton's  rank  should  date  from  the  13th  of  April,  1861, 
that  being  the  date  of  his  present  commission  of  brigadier-general  in 
the  Provisional  Army. 

Since  the  foregoing  message  was  written  I  observe  by  the  pab* 
lished  proceedings  of  the  Senate  that  it  has  adopted  the  following 
resolutions : 

Reaolxxd,  That,  In  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  A.  C.  Myers  is  now  Qaartermaster- 
Oeneral  of  the  C.  S.  Army,  and  is  by  law  authorised  and  required  to  dlaohai^  ' 
the  dnties  thereof. 

JBesofeecI,  That  A.  B.  Lawton  ia  not  anthorized  by  law  to  discharge  tiie  duties 
of  said  office. 

Refraining  from  any  further  remark  on  these  resolutions  than  the 
expression  of  my  conviction  that  they  are  not  sustained  by  the  Con- 
stitution or  the  law,  their  passage  enforces  the  propriety  of  submit- 
ting to  you  the  nomination  which  accompanies  this  message. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


[Januaby  27,  1864. — For  Vance  to  Davis,  requesting  permission  to 
publish  correspondence  between  them  on  subject  of  peace  negotia- 
tions with  the  enemy,  and  Davis*  reply  (30th),  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LI, 
Part  11,  p.  814.] 


State  of  South  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

Columbiaj  January  27,  1864. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

SiB:  I  had  the  honor  on  the  19th  day  of  December  last  to  inclose 
you  and  request  your  attention  to  a  resolution  of  the  I^egislature  as 
to  the  Government  foregoing  the  right  heretofore  exerci^d  of  ship- 
ping cotton  and  bringing  freight  on  the  boats  of  the  Importing  and 
Exporting  Company  of  South  Carolina  in  consequence  of  the  owner- 
ahip  of  the  State  of  a  part  of  these  boats.  The  resolution  seems  to 
explain  itself.  I  have  not  yet  received  a  reply.  I  inclose  copies 
both  of  the  act  on  the  subject  and  the  resolution,*  and  ask  leave  to 
introduce  to  your  acquaintance  Mr.  Charles  H.  Furman,  president  of 
the  bank  of  the  State,  who  will  present  to  you  the  views  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  passing  the  act  and  resolution,  as  well  as  my  own,  as  to  the 
importance  to  the  Confederate  Government  and  the  State  of  the  pro- 
po^d  relinquishment.  He  is  fully  authorized  to  act  in  the  premises. 
It  will  be  my  object  to  import  mainly  array  supplies  and  agricultural 
implements — the  former  to  relieve  as  far  as  practicable  the  Confeder- 
ate Government  and  keep  the  troops  from  this  State  well  equipped  for 
service,  and  the  latter  to  keep  the  citizens  supplied  with  the  imple- 
ments for  raising  subsistence  for  themselves  and  the  troops  in  the 
field. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  BONHAM. 

*Copy  of  act  not  found.  For  tlie  re8olati<m,  see  Vol.  n,  this  series,  p.  1060. 
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CONFEDERATR  STATES  OP  AMERICA,  WaR  DEPARTMENT, 

Mickmond,  Va.y  January  28,  1864. 
•  The  President  of  the  Confbderatb  States: 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  following  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, referred  by  Your  Excellency  to  this  Department: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  this  Honse  whether 
anthority  has  been  granted  by  the  War  Department  to  any  person  or  persons  to 
raise  new  companies,  battalions,  or  r^ments  of  troops  since  September  37, 1863, 
in  portions  of  ihe  country  in  which  the  conscript  law  has  not  been  snspended  by 
the  Prerident ;  and  further,  if  such  aitttiority  has  been  granted,  to  whom  and  in 
how  many  instances  it  has  been  granted,  and  how  many  companies,  battalions,  or 
regiments  have  been  raised  under  snch  anthority. 

In  response  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the 
Adjutant-General,  stating  that  the  records  of  his  office  do  not  show 
any  authority  granted  to  raise  troops  of  conscript  age  except  in  locali- 
ties where  the  operation  of  the  conscript  law  has  been  suspended,  or 
from  the  control  of  the  enemy  it  cannot  be  enforced.  AH  special 
authorities  to  raise  troops  have  been  issued  through  the  office  of  the 
Adjutant-General. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Inckwure.] 

CJONFBDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WAR  DEPT., 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Bichmondy  Jamuxry  28,  I864. 
The  Honorable  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  In  response  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  12th  instant,  requesting  to  be  informed  whether  authority  has 
been  granted  by  the  War  Department  to  any  person  or  persons  to 
raise  new  companies,  battalions,  or  regiments  of  troops  since  Septem- 
ber 27,  1862,  in  portions  of  the  country  in  which  the  conscript  law 
has  not  been  suspended  by  the  President,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  the  records  of  this  office  do  not  contain  any  authority  to 
raise  troops  of  conscript  age  except  in  localities  where  the  operation 
of  the  conscript  law  has  b^n  suspended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Acljutant  and  In^ctor  General. 


Post-Office  Department, 

Richmmidy  January  S3,  1864. 

Hon.  Jaho»  a.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

On  the  19th  of  October  last  I  addressed  you  a  letter,  inciosing  a 
copy  of  a  circular  from  Lieut.  Col.  G.  W.  Lay,  acting  chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Conscription,  in  which  I  objected  to  the  order  as  unlawful, 
and  in  support  of  my  objection  I  inclosed  you  a  copy  of  the  opinion 
of  Judge  Halyburton,  of  the  Confederate  district  court,  in  the  case 
ex  parte  Lane.    To  this  letter  you  made  no  answer. 

On  the  17th  of  November  last  I  addressed  you  another  letter, 
inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Waller  R.  Staples  to  this 
Department,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  sundry  other  persons  to  him, 
presenting  a  case  of  gross  violation  of  the  law  and  contempt  of  the 
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decision  of  a  court  of  the  State  of  Vii^inia  in  two  cases  in  which 
persons  were  arrested  and  put  into  the  military  service,  after  having 
been  released  from  such  service  on  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  and  call- 
ing your  attention  to  the  fact  that  I  had  received  no  answer  to  my 
letter  above  referred  to  of  the  19th  of  October.  To  this  letter  I  have 
received  no  answer. 

And  on  the  7th  of  January  instant  I  wrote  to  you  again,  inclosing 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  postmaster  at  Ivor,  Va.,  complaining  of 
the  rude  and  unlawful  conduct  of  a  Captain  Qreen  in  unceremoni- 
ondy  turning  him  out  of  the  poet-offloe  and  using  it  as  a  dancing- 
saloon  and  as  a  store-house  for  forage,  and  calling  your  attention  to 
the  foct  that  you  had  not  answered  my  letters  of  the  19th  of  October 
and  17tlL  of  November,  and  asking  an  answer  to  that.  I  have  received 
no  answer  to  this. 

The  necessities  of  the  public  service  require  frequent  correspond- 
ence between  the  Post-OfBee  and  War  Departments.  As  your  course 
in  theee  cases  precludes  any  further  communication  between  us,  with- 
out a  surrender  of  self-respect  and  the  rights  of  this  Department  by 
me,  I  have  no  course  left  but  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  President. 
Your*  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  IL  REAGAN, 

Postmaster-General. 


General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  8.  J  Bichmond,  January  28,  I864. 

I.  Paragraphs  1129,  1130, 1131, 1133,  Army  Regulations,  are  hereby 
revoked. 

n.  Enlisted  men  detailed  for  duty  on  account  of  physical  disability. 
In  the  city  of  Richmond,  are  allowed  $1 . 20  per  diem  as  commutation 
of  rations. 

in.  Commutation  of  rations  of  all  enlisted  men  entitled  thereto  by 
the  Reflations  of  the  War  Department,  whether  on  detaclied  or  on 
detailed  service,  or  stationed  in  a  city,  with  no  opportunity  of  mess- 
ing, or  of  the  non-commissioned  and  regimental  staff,  when  they  have 
no  opportunity  of  messing,  or  of  soldiers  on  furlough,  or  stationed 
where  rations  cannot  be  issued  in  kind,  or  placed  temporarily  in  a 

Srivate  hospital  on  the  advice  of  the  senior  surgeon  of  the  post  or 
etachment,  or  of  ordnance  sergeants,  or  of  a  soldier  who  has  neces- 
sarily paid  for  liis  own  subsistence,  or  of  a  chaplain,  is  fixed  at  $1 
per  diem,  to  date  from  the  1st  of  January,  1864. 

IV.  Enlisted  men  who  have  been  or  may  become  permanently  dis- 
abled, or  who  hold  the  certificate  of  a  medical  examining  board  to 
that  effect,  and  who  have  not  been  discharged  the  service,  may  have 
their  rations  commuted  at  11.25  per  diem,  whether  they  are  in  a  hos- 
pital, private  quarters,  or  on  furlough. 

V.  All  commutation  accounts  will  state  the  length  of  time,  date, 
and  amount,  for  what  purpose  commutation  is  claimed,  and  that  it 
was  impracticable  to  take  rations  in  kind;  which  facts  must  be  certi- 
fied to  by  the  commissioned  officer  under  whose  orders  the  soldier  was 
at  the  time  the  rations  became  due. 

VI.  Commutation  of  rations  in  the  case  of  paroled  unexclianged 
prisoners  on  furlough,  who  have  just  been  received  from  the  Federal 
lines,  will  be  allowed  at  $1  per  diem,  to  date  from  the  1st  of  January, 
1861. 


Digitized  by 


54 


fiORBESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


YII.  The  following  paragraph  will  be  substituted  for  1111,  Amy 
Begnlations:  . 

Issues  to  the  hospital  will  be  on  returns  by  the  medical  officers,  for 
such  provisions  only  as  are  actually  required  for  thesick  and  wounded. 
The  commuted  value  of  rations  for  the  sick  and  wounded  will  be 
tl.25.  The  rations  for  hospitals  will  be  the  same  as  that  issued  to 
soldiers  in  the  field.  If  a  greater  allowance  is  required  of  any  par- 
ticular articles  not  issued  to  troops  in  the  field,  special  requisitions 
must  be  made  therefor, 

VIII.  Hospital  attendants  cannot  draw  rations  from  the  Subsistenee 
Department,  but  will  have  their  rations  commuted  at  tl.25  per  diem. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Ad^viant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  9.  J  Richmond,  January  29,  1864. 

I.  The  following  schedules  of  prices  for  articles  named  therein, 
adopted  by  commissioners  appointed  pursuant  to  law,  for  the  State 
of  Yii^^ia,  are  announced  for  the  information  of  all  concerned ;  and 
the  special  attention  of  officers  and  ^ents  of  the  Grovemment  is 
directed  thereto: 

n, 

BiOHHOND,  January  27, 1864. 

Hon.  3 AXES,  A.  Sbddon  : 

Sir  :  In  reriewmir  the  schedules  of  prices  for  Febmary  and  Mfux;h,  we  inTited 
the  co-operation  and  aid  of  Mr.  William  B.  Harrison,  and  it  is  just  to  add  that  the 
schedules  received  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  commissioners.  We  respect- 
fnlly  offer  the  accompanying  Schedules  A  and  B,  with  the  understanding  that 
tiie  prices  are  to  remain  for  the  months  of  February  and  March,  unless  in  the 
interval  it  should  be  deemed  necessary  to  modify  them. 

The  followinff  prices  are  to  be  the  maximum  rates  to  be  paid  for  the  articles 
impressed,  in  aJl  cities  and  usual  places  of  sale,  and  when  impressed  on  the  farms 
or  elsewhere,  the  same  prices  are  to  be  paid.  Since  the  passage  and  enforcement 
of  the  law  imposing  the  tax  in  kind  places  additional  burdens  upon  the  farmers 
of  delivering  a  tenth  of  their  productions,  we  think  it  rather  too  oneroos  on  those 
who  wodace  the  most  to  be  required  also  to  incur  the  heavy  addittcmal  expense 
of  delivering;  their  surplus. 

Under  existing  circumstances  we  liave  deemed  it  not  only  just,  but  most  likely 
to  favor  increased  production,  that  producers  in  future  should  not  be  required  to 
transport  their  surplus  productions  when  impressed,  but  that  the  agents  of  the 
Government  should  employ  or  impress  the  neighborhood  or  county  wagons  and 
teams  to  haul  all  such  articles,  and  so  divide  the  work  between  uie  owners  of 
wagons  and  teams  as  to  be  least  prejudicial  to  those  successfully  engaged  in 
agncnltnre. 

Schedule  A. 


ArttclA. 


Qnality. 


DeacriptioD. 


Price. 


Wheat  

riour  

 do  

 do  

 do  

Com  

Corn,  nDabelled. 

Com-meol  

Bye  

Cfeuied  oata — 

WhMt  bran  

Shorts  

Brown  atnff.  

Sbip  staff.  


Prime  . 
Good  .. 

 do 

 do 

 do , 

Prime  . 

 do 

Oood  .. 
Prime  . 

 do , 

Good  . 

 do 

 do 

 do . 


White  or  red  

Hue  

Saperfine  

ExtTR  8u]>erflne.. 

Family  

White  or  yellow , 
 do  


Per  bushel  of  60  poands. 
Per  barreloflMpounda. 
 do 


....do  , 

....do  

Per  bashel  of  M  pounds . 

.do. 


P<ir  bushel 
Per  bnahel 
Per  buahel 
Per  hasbel 
Per  bushel 
Per  bushel 
PerbiuM 


of  60  pounds 
of  66  pounds, 
of  32  ponnds. 
of  17  pounds. 
or22poanda. 
of  28  ponnds. 
of  S7poond«. 


95.M 
21  oe 

3S.00 
2&50 
28.00 
4.00 
3.flS 
*.V> 
3.30 
2.M 
.SO 
.70 
.» 
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Article. 


IS 

13 

14 
15 
If 
IT 
18 
U 
SB 
31 

as 

ss 

M 

» 

2! 
28 
29 
90 
31 
31 
33 
34 
35 

as 

n 

38 
» 
40 
41 

a 

43 

u 

49 
4« 

47 
48 
49 

50 
51 
52 
58 
54 
55 
S6 
57 
S8 
SS 
80 
«1 

m 

83 
84 

es 

M 


TO) 
71  t 

n 

TS  1 

"t 

75 
76  ! 
77 

78  , 

79  I 
W ! 

81  i 

83 
S4 
8B 

80  ' 

n  I 


BMon  ...... 

7ork,Mlt... 

UcT.  

HatiM  

V«d  

....d*  

Pen  


Oood  

....do  

PMMidcood.. 

0«ad  ..r.  

FlntdiM.... 

....do  

Good  

...do  

...do  

....do 


Potatow  

 do  

OnkNw  do . 

PtMbM,  dried  do , 

— .do  do  . 

Apple*,  dried  do 

Hoj.bolcid  do 

 do   do  . 

Haj,  nnboled  do 

Sbeafo&U,  baled  do 

Sheaf  oats,  noboled  do 

Blade  fodder,  baled... I  do. 

Blade  fodder,  amboled.'  do 

OiDoko,  baled   do 

Bhneka,  nnbaled  do 

Wheat  straw,  baled...  |  do 

Wheat  straw,  an  baled  do 

Pasturage  

 do  

....do  

....do  

....do....  

 do  

Salt  

Soap  

Candles  

Vinegar   

ThSky  

Sngar   

MoTmsbs  

Rioe..  

CoITm  

Ted  

Tinegar  

Pig-iron  

 do  

....do  

Bloom  iron  

Smith's  Iron  

Railroad  Iron  

Leather  

....do  

-...do  

Beef.««ttle   

....do  

....do  

Sheep  

Army  woolen  cloth, 

3-4  yard. 
Army  woolen  cloth... 
Amy  woolen  elotb, 

8-4  yard. 
Army  woolen  oloth. . . 

FlaaiDBls,3.4  

Cotton  Bhirtlng,M ... 

C^ottm  shirting,  7^8  du 

Cottm  abeettags,  4.4  do 

Cotton,  Osnabnrg,  3-4  do 

Cotton,  Osaaborg,  7-8  do 

Cotton  drills,  7-8  do 

Cotton  shirting  stripes  do 

Cotton  tent  cloths  do 


Deeoription. 


Hog  nnmd. 


Artillery,  &o . 

'Washed  

ITnwashed — 


Irish  . 
Sweet 


Peeled  

TJn  peeled  

Peded  

Timotb  V  or  clover  

Otchara  or  herd  grass 
 do  


 do  I  Interior  ... 

Snperior  '  do  

Tint  rate  do  

Good   Nesrcities. 

Snperior  .....  ..^..do  

First  rate  do  

Good  1 

 do... 


Qoantlty. 


Perponnd 


Tallow  

Cider  

Trade  

Brown  

New  Orleans 


do 

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  ]  Bouod,  plate,  and  bar. 

— -do  i  

 do   Harness  

 do  !  Sole  

 do   Upper  

 do   Gross  weight  

 do  

....do  


Rio  

Trade  

Uan  a  factored . 
No.  1  quality... 
No.2qaallty... 
No.3qnallty... 


Superior.. 
First  rate. 



Good  


.do 
.do 


.do 


10  ounces  per  yard.... 


>  ounces  per  yard. .. . 


do  I  0  ounces  per  yard.. 

do  I  44  yards  to  pound  

3|  yards  to  pound  

8  yards  to  pound  

6  ounces  per  yard  

6  onnoes  per  yard. . 
3  yards  to  pound .. . 

 do  

10  onnoes  per  yard. 


Good  

 do  .... 

 do.... 

 do  .... 

First  rate. 

Oood  

 do .... 


Cotton  warps  

Army  shoes  

Shoe  tfaread  

Wool  aocks,  men's 

Mules  

Coratop  fodder,  baled. 
Corn  top  ftodder,  nn- 
baled. 

a  Pro  rata  as  to  greater  or  less  width  or  weight. 

frOntb*  aboTo  enumerated  cotton  cloths,  pro  rsts  as  to  greater  or  less  width  or  wet^tt 


Wagon,  AO 


Per  pound, net welgbt. .. 

Per  pound  

Average  priee  per  bead.. 
Per^ooDd  

Per  boiabd  

....do  

...do  

....do  

....do  

....do  

....do  

....do  

Per  100  pounds  

.....do  

....do  

....do  

....do  

....do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

.....do  

Per  bead  per  month  

 do  

.....do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

Per  buHbel  of  M  pounds. 
Per^und  

Fer^idloD  

Per  pound  

Per  gallon  

Per^und  

Per  gallon  

Per^  

 do  

 do  

...do  

!!;!!do!!"""!'.!'.i"'"" 

Per  i^und  

Per  100  ponnda  

 do  

 do  

Per  head  

Per  yard  


Per  yard . 


Per^ard  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

...  .do  


Perponnd  

Per  pair  

Perponnd  

Per  pair  

Average  price  per  bead . 

PerlWponnds  

 do..„.  


Priee. 


«LS8 

Lie 

.81 
l.» 
8B8.M 
S.OI 
IW 
4.00 
4.00 
4.00 
B.O0 
6.00 
8.00 
4.M 
8.00 
S.90 
8.00 
8.  DO 
4.00 
a.  SO 
8.  SO 
S.00 

s.a» 

1.70 
1.80 
1.30 
8.00 
1.00 
6.00 
6.00 
8.00 
7.00 
8.00 
.40 
2.00 
S.0O 
8.00 
1.60 
10.00 
.90 
3.00 
7.00 
.60 
150.00 
132.00 
130.00 
210.00 
460.  W 
190.00 
2.80 
2.40 
2.80 
16.00 
18.00 
SO.  00 
80.00 
S.00 

<«) 
10.00 

(a) 
400 
.56 
.84 
.87 
.76 
.88 
.88 


1.12 

S.00 
10.00 
s.00 
1.25 
800.00 
3.00 
L50 
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Schedule  A— Continaed. 


Artlofe. 


WhMt  ahaff,  bal  ed . . . , 
Wbmtobftfl;  unbaled 
Sorghum  molunoB. . . . 
Fanango  fur  sheep  . . 

 do  

 do  


QoiUlty. 


Good  

 do 

 do 

 do  .... 

Snperior.. 
First  rate. 


DeBorlptlMi. 


 do  - 

 do  .. 


Quantity. 


Per  100  poands. 

 do  

Per  ffsllon  

Per  head  

 do  

 do  


Price. 


^.00 

1.50 
8.00 
.40 
.50 
.00 


In  assessiiifir  the  average  ralae  of  "  first-class  artillery  and  Wf^on  horses  at 
$350,"  we  designed  that  the  term  should  be  accepted  and  acted  upon  according 
to  its  obvious  common-sense  import.  In  other  words,  that  horses,  shonld  be 
selected  and  then  impresBed  accorain^ly  as  their  working  Qualities  and  adaptation 
to  army  service,  together  with  their  intrinnc  valne,  wonid  warrant  a  jnaidons 
purchaser  in  considering  them  as  coming  within  the  contemplation  of  the  com- 
missioners when  they  assessed  the  average  value  of  snch  horses  as  the  Govern- 
ment needed  at  $350.  Bnt  cases  might  arise,  however,  when  the  pablic  exigencies 
wonld  be  so  nrgent  as  to  demand  that  all  horses  at  hand  shoald  be  impressed. 
Yet  nnder  ordinary  circumstances,  when  family  or  extra  blooded  horses  or  brood 
mares  of  admitted  high  value  are  impressed,  we  respectfully  surest  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  have  instructions  forwarded  to  the  impressing  owiers  to  propose 
and  allow  the  owners  to  suhetitate  in  tiieir  stead  snch  strong,  sound,  and  service- 
able horses  or  males  as  shall  be  considered  and  valued  by  competmt  and  disinter- 
ested parties  as  first-class  artillery  horses  or  first-rate  wagon  mulee. 

The  term  "average  vfdue  per  head "  was  used  in  contradistinction  to  a  fixed 
and  nidform  price  for  each  norse  or  mule.  We  supposed  that  in  impreesing  a 
number  of  horses  or  mules,  whether  owned  by  several  persons  or  one  individual, 
that  some  might  be  estimated  at  $250,  or  even  at  less,  and  others  at  different 
advanced  rates,  according  to  their  worth,  np  as  high  as  $490,  or  above  that 
amount— thus  makingan  average  value  or  prfoe  for  a  numbBr  of  good,  sound, 
and  efficient  horses  $850  each,  and  mules  $300  each. 

In  illustration  of  oar  views,  we  will  add,  that  a  horse  with  only  one  eye  sound 
might,  in  all  other  respects,  be  classed  as  a  first-rate  artillery  horse,  yet  the  Iogs 
of  one  eye  would  justly  and  considerably  curtail  his  value.  So  a  horse  from  ten 
to  eighteen  years  of  age  might  be  deemed  in  all  other  particulars  as  a  first-class 
artillery  horse,  but  of  course,  however  efficient  or  able  to  render  good  service  for 
a  year  or  so,  yet  his  advanced  age  would  justly  and  materially  impair  his  valne. 
Any  horse,  however  he  may  approximate  the  standard  of  a  first-class  artillery 
horse,  must,  according  to  dsflowncies,  fall  below  the  maximum  price ;  and  as  f  sw 
comparatively  exactly  come  up  to  the  standard,  and  therefore  are  entitled  to  the 
maximum  price,  so  of  course  in  all  other  instances  the  price  shonld  be  proportion- 
ately r8du<^,  as  imperfections  place  them  below  the  standard  of  first  class,  &c. 

ScHBDULB  B. — Hire  of  labor,  teams,  wagons,  and  drivers. 


Qaaotitjr  and  Uno. 


Frto«. 


Baling  loDg  forage  

Shellmg  and  bagging  cornj  Moka  furnished  b;  Government  

Hiraling  

HanlinE  grain  

Hire  of  3-horae  teaMi,  wagni,  and  drinr;  rations  famished  by 
ovner. 

Hire  of  same;  rations  famished  by  tbe  GoTemaent  

Hire  of  4-borae  team,  wagon,  asd  drtrar;  ratteaa  fumlshed  by 

owner. 

Hire  of  same;  rations  furnished  by  the  Oovamnent  

Hire  of  e-hotae  team,  wagon,  and  ditvw;  rations  Aimlshed  by 

owner. 

Hire  of  same,-  rations  famished  br  the  QoTemment  

Hire  of  laborer;  rations  furalsfaed  by  owner  

Hire  of  same;  rations  famished  by  tbe  Gorenunent  

Hire  of  same;  ratlona  and  clothing  furalshed  by  owner  

Hireof  aaine;  rations  famished  by  the  Government  

Hire  of  teamsters ;  rations  furnished  by  the  Government  

Hire  of  laborer;  olothing  and  rations  famished  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Hlte  of  aamat  olothing  and  rations  famished  by  owner  

Hire  of  aama  t  ratkma  only  famished  by  the  Government  


FerlODpounda  ..... 

Per  56  pounds  

Per  cwL  per  mile . . . 
Per  bushel  per  mile. 
Per  day  


.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do 


 do  

 do  

 do  

Per  month. 

 do  

 do  

Per  year. , . 


.do 
.do. 


«0.SO 
.K 
.08 
.M 

10.08 

S.00 
U.00 

8.  BO 
18.08 

8.00 
2.00 
l.SO 
M.08 
80.00 
40.00 
800.00 

660.00 
iOO.00 
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Upcm  further  coiuiideration  we  have  concladed  to  value  »heaf  oats.  hay.  and 
blade  fodder  east  of  the  Blae  Ridge  Mountains,  when  baled,  at  $5  per  100  pounds, 
and  nnbaled  at  $4.50  per  100  pounds,  and  shucks  baled  at  $8.50  per  100  pounds, 

and  $ii  mthaled.   

E.  W.  HUBABD. 
ROBERT  6IBBONET, 
WM.  B.  HARRISON, 

Commiaaiotiers  for  Virginia. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
AdjuUuU  and  Insp&itor  Oeneral. 


CiRcuioAR )  Confederate  States  of  America, 

[■  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

No.  5.     )  Richmond^  Fa.,  Jammry  29,  ISfiJ^. 

I.  Commandants  will  forthwith  proceed  to  change  the  locality  uf 
each  Coi^ression^  district  and  local  enrolling  officer,  and  each  Con- 
gressional district  examining  surgeon.  Care  will  be  observed  not  to 
place  an  enrolling  officer  in  the  district  or  county  of  which  he  is  a 
re^dent. 

n.  Public  notice  in  the  newspapers  of  the  State  will  be  given  for 
twenty  days,  calling  for  the  presentation  to  the  enrolling  officers  of 
all  exemptions  heretofore  granted,  and  officers  will  be  instructed  care- 
fully to  revise  them,  renewing  such  as  are  correct,  and  revoking  such 
as  are  fraudulent  or  erroneous. 

in.  Corruption,  abuses,  and  errors  are  known  to  exist,  and  the 
purport  of  this  circular  is  to  endeavor  to  remedy  and  prevent  these 
abuses  and  give  more  activity  to  the  service.  No  application  for  a 
departure  from  itfi  provision  will  be  considered. 

IV.  The  Superintendent  a^in  appeals  to  Uie  honor  and  patriotism 
of  the  commandants  of  conscripts,  and  directly  to  the  enrolling 
officers,  for  Increased  diligence,  activity,  and  energy  in  the  perform- 
ance of  the  important  duties  confided  to  them. 

The  President,  the  Congress,  the  people,  and  the  noble  armies  now 
in  the  field  look  to  tlie  authorities  of  conscription  to  maintaiii  and 
increase  those  armies,  and  thereby  secure  the  public  liberty.  Kvery 
man  engaged  in  this  service  should  feel  that  the  liberties  of  his  coun- 
try and  the  preservation  of  parents,  wives,  sisters,  and  daughters 
from  a  brutal  and  relentless  enemy  depend  on  his  individual  exer- 
tion. The  officer  of  conscription  who  neglects  his  duty  or  abuses  his 
trust  is  a  traitor  of  the  deepest  dye.  Want  of  energy,  want  of  earnest, 
honest,  untiring  diligence  is  cowardly  treason.  The  guilty  officer 
may  perhaps  escape  present  detection  and  punishment,  but  the  cnrse 
of  God  and  his  country  will  fall  upon  him.  We  have  been  told  what 
we  are  expected  to  do,  and  how  to  do  it,  and  if  we  fail  to  get  into  the 
field  by  the  1st  of  May  every  man  the  law  requires  us  to  send  there, 
we  will  deserve  and  will  certainly  receive  a  just  condemnation. 
These  are  not  mere  idle  words  of  exhortation.  Let  us  fail,  and  we 
will  find  their  bitter  truth.  We  are  soldiers  assigned  to  this  service — 
the  most  delicate,  the  m(»t  important  in  the  public  defense.  Let  us 
show  that  we  are  as  zealous  and  as  brave  as  our  brother  soldiera  who 
are  in  front  of  the  enemy. 

By  oonunand  of  Col,  John  S.  Preston,  superintendent: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
Aaaistant  At^tant-General. 
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Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  IS64. 
Hon.  Messrs.  W.  P.  Chilton  and  David  Clopton, 

Members  of  Congress,  Souse  of  R^yresentaUves  : 

Gentlemen;  Your  letter  of  the  25tli  instant  was  received  to-day.* 
The  probability  is  that  the  spring  campaign  will  be  opened  at  a  verj- 
early  day,  and  the  necessity  for  filling  up  the  ranks  of  the  Army  is 
urgent  and  imperious.  Whatever  resources  of  men  that  can  be  put 
in  requisition  must  be  used  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  law  repeal- 
ing the  exemption  of  those  who  had  furnished  substitutes  fumislied 
additional  and  important  resources,  and  the  orders  for  employing 
these  men  forthwith  issued.  They  may  be  seen  in  the  morning  papers. 
The  legislation  on  the  subject  of  those  who  are  to  be  reserved  for  tt» 
care  of  plantations  is  at  present  in  a  very  confused  condition. 

The  specific  reservations  in  the  act  of  October  13,  1862,  relative  to 
the  owners  and  overseers  of  plantations  and  the  owners  and  man^:ei8 
of  stock  you  will  recollect.  Those  were  broad  and  oomprehensiTe 
provisions  by  law,  and  this  Department  had  no  difficulty  in  adminis- 
tering them.  One  of  these  was  unconditionally  repealed  in  Hay 
last,  and  in  its  place  a  very  restricted,  but  still  a  specific,  enactment, 
allowing  an  exemption  in  favor  of  a  class  of  farmers  and  planters, 
was  substituted  for  it  upon  the  payment  of  a  tax.  There  was  besides 
this  a  clause  which  allowed  the  President  to  grant  exemptions  in  dis- 
tricts deprived  of  white  and  slave  labor  indispensable  to  the  producer 
of  grain  or  provisions  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  population 
remaining  at  home,  and  also  on  account  of  justice,  equity,  and  neces- 
sity. The  latter  portion  of  this  section  of  the  act  of  May  1,  1863,  has 
rarely  been  used  with  reference  to  the  cases  of  owners  of  plantations. 
It  has  generally  been  applied  to  the  condition  of  those  who  were  des- 
titute or  those  who  have  famished  to  the  Army  several  members, 
leaving  one  to  take  care  of  the  families  and  fortunes  of  the  remainder, 
or  who  had  placed  in  the  service  minors  not  liable  to  service  but  com- 
petent to  render  efficient  service,  from  considerations  of  a  domestic 
nature,  or  when  the  family  was  composed  of  aged,  helpless,  unpro- 
tected persons,  making  the  assistance  of  a  male  member  necessaiy  and 
proper. 

Political  considerations  have  not  entered  as  a  controlling  ingredient 
in  the  decision  of  the  cases  to  be  exempt  because  of  justice,  equity,  or 
necessity. 

The  persons  who  have  had  large  industrial  interests  have  been 
encouraged  to  relieve  themselves  by  putting  substitute  in  the  Army. 
Hie  right  to  do  so  has  been  greatly  restrtuned  by  the  regulatioiu  of 
the  Department  limiting  the  number  to  two  for  each  monUi  in  a  com- 
pany and  requiring  the  approval,  first,  of  the  regimental  commander, 
and  afterward  of  the  general  commanding.  There  has  been  much 
fraud  and  abuse  of  this  privilege,  but  there  have  been  a  great  many 
cases  in  which  the  privilege  to  put  in  substitutes  was  exercised  fairly 
and  in  which  the  circumstances  of  the  principal  justified  the  act.  The 
rei)eal  of  this  act  and  the  subjecting  of  the  men  to  military  service 
renders  some  legislation  proper  to  meet  tlie  cases  that  arise  when  det- 
riment to  the  interests  of  the  country  would  follow  for  the  consCTip- 
tion  of  all  the  persons  made  liable  to  service  in  consequence  of  the 
repeal. 

*  Not  found. 
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The  Department  cannot  form  a  plan  of  administration  until  the 
legislation  of  Congress  on  this  important  subject  be  known,  and  the 
object  of  this  commnnication  is  simply  to  place  before  you  the  meager 
state  of  l^slatlon  upon  the  subject  which  will  render  any  plan  inade- 
quate to  meet  the  exigencira  of  the  country. 

Very  i-espectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Surgeon-General's  Office, 
Richmond,  Fa.,  January  29,  I864. 

Lieut.  Gen.  L.  Polk, 

Commanding,  &c..  Meridian,  Miss.: 

General:  I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  you  the  necessity  of  perfect- 
ing, before  the  organization  of  the  spring  campaign,  some  arrangement 
by  which  the  sick  and  wounded  sent  to  the  rear  of  large  annies,  pre- 
ceding, during,  or  after  engagements,  may  be  more  comfortably  pro- 
vided for.  Reason  and  experience  conclusively  show  that  this  cannot 
be  accomplished  by  a  medical  director  Independent  of  the  prompt 
and  energetic  action  of  a  commissary  and  quartermaster.  In  order 
to  insure  concert  of  action  upon  the  part  of  these  three  officers  the 
plan  laid  down  in  papers  marked  A  and  B  was  referred  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Commissary  and  Quartermaster  Generals.  No  con- 
clusion has  yet  been  arrived  at  by  them  as  far  as  is  known  to  this 
office,  and  the  necessity  for  some  action  being  promptly  taken  sug- 
gests the  propriety  of  the  matter  being  directly  referred  to  the  com- 
manders of  the  independent  commands.  In  paper  marked  C  will 
be  found  the  plan  previously  adopted  by  General  Lee  for  the  Army 
of  Northera  Virginia,  so  far  as  the  Commissary  Department  is  con- 
cerned. This,  however,  would  hardly  be  sufficient  for  the  require- 
ments of  your  command,  as  it  is  not  made  applicable  to  temporary  or 
wayside  hospitals,  for  the  establishment  of  which  as  great  a  necessity 
does  not  exist  in  the  former  as  in  the  latter,  but  for  which  the  plan  is 
also  especially  designed.  It  is  hoped  that  the  commanding  general 
will  consider  it  to  the  interest  of  the  service  to  adopt  promptly  the 
proposed  or  some  other  plan  approved  by  his  judgment  as  best  adapted 
for  securing  the  object  desired. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  MOORE, 
Surgeon- General  C.  S.  Army. 

A. 

Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Richmond,  November  Ji,  186S. 

Col.  L.  B.  Northrop, 

Commissary- General,  Richmond: 
Colonel:  I  desire  to  inform  you  that  in  the  prompt  establishment 
of  hospitals  in  the  rear  of  armies  and  in  tJieir  removal  from  point  to 
point,  as  necessitated  by  the  contingencies  of  tlie  movements  in  the 
field,  the  Medical  Department  is  much  embarrassed  by  the  present 
system  of  organization  of  the  Commissary  Department.  When  such 
arrangements  exist  as  at  present  in  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  where 
these,  the  prat  commissaries,  are  required  to  consult  the  chief  com- 
missary of  General  Bragg's  army  and  to  procure  special  authority 
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from  him,  the  embarrassment  is  still  greater,  as  particularly  shown 
by  the  reports  concerning  the  provisions  made  for  the  wounded  after 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  The  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the 
chief  commissary  of  that  and  other  of  our  armies,  especially  when 
such  armies  are  actively  operating  against  the  enemy,  are  so  K*^^ 
that  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  give  that  attention  to  the  wants  of  the 
hospitals  being  organized  or  removed  from  point  to  point  which  the 
existing  circumstances  require.  Communication,  too,  with  his  sab- 
ordinates  and  with  the  medical  director  of  hospitals  in  the  rear  being 
cut  off  or  rendered  difficult  and  irregular,  it  is  impossible  that  the 
requisite  arrangements  can  be  properly  effected.  In  view,  then,  of 
the  inconvenience  and  injury  of  the  service  which  have  resulted  from 
this  imperfect  arrangement,  it  is  urgently  recommended  that  a  special 
commissary,  independent  of  the  authority  of  the  chief  commissary  in 
the  hold,  to  receive  authority  directly  from  headquarters  at  Richmond, 
be  assigned  to  the  performance  of  ouch  duties  of  the  Commissair 
Department  as  i-elate  to  the  supply  of  commissary  stores  to  the  sick 
and  wounded,  and  to  hospitals  organized  and  to  be  organiased,  or 
transferred  in  the  rear  of  the  several  armies  of  the  Confederacy  now 
in  the  field. 

Very  I'espectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  MOORE. 
Surgeon-General  C.  S.  Army. 

B. 

Surgbon-Obkbral*s  Officr, 

Richmond^  November  1S6S. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  R.  Lawton, 

Quariermaster-  General  : 
General;  I  desire  to  inform  you  that  in  the  prompt  establishment 
of  hospitals  in  the  rear  of  armies,  and  in  their  removal  from  point  to 
point,  as  necessitaticd  by  the  contingencies  of  the  movements  in  the 
field,  as  also  especially  in  the  transportation  of  the  sick  and  wounded, 
the  Medical  Department  is  much  embarrassed  by  the  present  organi- 
zation of  the  Qnartermaster*s  Department,  and  hy  the  lack  of  funds 
in  the  hands  of  the  respective  quartermasters  at  the  points  where 
these  accommodations  of  the  sick  are  to  be  improvised.  When  snch 
arrangements  exist  as  at  present  in  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  where 
these  quartermastera  are  required  to  consult  the  chief  quartermaster 
of  General  Bragg's  army,  and  to  procure  their  funds  and  special 
authority  from  him,  the  embarrassment  is  still  greater,  as  particu- 
larly shown  by  the  reports  concerning  the  provisions  made  for  the 
wounded  after  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  The  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities of  the  chief  quartermaster  of  that  and  other  of  our  armies, 
especially  when  such  armies  are  actively  operating  against  the  enem3'-. 
are  so  great  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  give  that  attention  to  the 
wants  of  the  hospitals  being  oi^nized,  and  to  the  transportation  of 
the  wounded  which  the  existing  circumstances  require.  Communi- 
cation, too,  with  his  subordinates,  and  with  the  medical  director  of 
the  hospitals  in  the  rear  being  cut  off,  or  rendered  difficult  and 
irregular,  it  is  impossible  that  the  requisite  arrangements  can  be 
properly  effected.  In  view,  then,  of  the  inconvenience  and  injury  to 
the  service  which  have  resulted  from  this  imperfect  arrangement,  it 
is  urgently  I'ecommended  that  a  special  quartermaster,  independent 
of  the  authority  of  the  chief  quartermaster  in  the  field,  to  receive 
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luB  funds  directly  from  headquarters  at  Richmoud,  to  be  assigned  to 
the  perfonnaDce  of  such  duties  of  the  Qaartermaster's  Department 
as  relate  to  the  oi^anization  of  hospitals,  and  the  transportation  of 
the  Bick  axMi  wounded  for  hospitals  oi^nized  and  to  be  organized,  or 
transferred  in  the  rear  of  the  several  armies  of  the  Confederacy  now 
in  the  field. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  MOORE, 
Surgeon-General  O.  S.  Army. 

C. 

CntcuLAR.]  Office  Chief  Cohhissary, 

Army  of  Northbbn  Viruinia, 

December  28,  1863. 

In  all  cases  of  battle  the  commissary  of  each  division  will  detail  an 
assistant  commissary  for  temporary  duty  at  the  field  hospital.  The 
oifioer  thus  selected  will  report  in  person  to  the  chief  surgeon  of  divis- 
ion, and  will  give  his  special  attention  to  the  subsisting  of  the  sick 
and  wounded.  He  will  procure  the  necessary  supplies  from  the  divis- 
ion commissary  train,  and  will  obtain  the  necessary  funds  from  the 
division  commissary  for  the  purchase  of  such  food  as  the  country 
affords  and  may  be  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  the  sick  and  wounded. 

He  will  carry  out  such  instructions  pertaining  to  the  sul^istence 
department  as  may  be  required  by  the  snigeon  in  charge  of  the  hos- 
pital. It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  corps  commissaries  to  see  that  this 
detail  is  promptly  made. 

R.  G.  COLE, 
Lieutenant- Cohnd J  &c. 


Executive  Department, 

M-Siedgevilley  January  29,  1864. 

lion.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sib  :  Your  letter  of  13th  instant  was  about  ten  days  on  its 
way  and  reached  my  ofi&ce  daring  my  absence  in  Southwestern  Geor- 
gia, in  reply  I  have  to  state  tlut  the  troops  organized  under  your 
call  for  six  months  cannot  be  relied  upon  to  relieve  General  Beaure- 
gard. The  term  of  service  of  part  of  them  has  already  expired,  and 
they  have  been  mustered  out  and  discharged.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, only  five  days  hence,  the  term  of  nearly  all  the  others  expires, 
and  they  will  also  be  discharged. 

Tour  requisition  and  their  muster-rolls  called  for  a  six-months*  term 
from  the  time  they  were  mustered  in,  and  not  a  six-months'  term  of 
active  duty.  The  law  of  Congress  under  which  you  made  the  call 
declares  them  to  be  part  of  the  armies  of  the  Confederal^,  but  gives 
them  pay  and  rations  only  while  they  may  be  in  active  service.  lltenoe 
the  time  ran  in  their  favor  from  the  time  they  were  mustered  in, 
whether  in  active  service  or  not. 

The  failure  of  the  Government  to  keep  its  faith  with  that  part  of 
the  State  Guard  who  were  called  -  out  early  in  September  last  and 
kept  constantly  in  the  field,  when  no  raid  was  approaching  Georgia, 
and  no  sudden  emei^m^  called  for  tiieir  services,  has  not  only  seri- 
ously in  juxed  our  prospect  for  a  supply  of  provisions  the  ensuing  year, 
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but  it  has  caused  great  dissatisfaction  with  and  great  distress  of  the 
Gk)Temmeut,  and  has  engendered  a  feeling  which  will  render  it  very 
diflBcult  to  enlist  another  similar  force  in  the  State.  During  a  greater 
portion  of  the  time  there  haa  been  no  use  whatever  for  the  troops  at 
the  points  where  they  were  kept. 

They  were  organized  to  repel  raids,  meet  sudden  emei^encies,  Ac., 
and  were  promised  that  when  they  were  not  needed  for  these  and  ' 
like  purposes  they  should  have  the  privilege  to  be  at  home,  attending 
to  their  ordinary  business  as  producers.  After  they  were  ordered 
into  camp  they  were  compelled  to  remain  there  during  the  balance 
of  the  term  as  regular  troops.  While  they  were  thus  kept  in  camp 
eating  out  our  too  limited  supply  of  provisions,  and  were  deprived  of 
the  privilege  of  sowing  their  wheat  and  preparing  for  another  crop, 
they  saw  no  enemy,  there  was  no  raid,  no  sudden  emergency,  and  no 
use  for  their  services.  They  felt  and  knew  that  this  was  a  violation 
of  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  contract.  In  their  behalf  I  protested 
against  it,  but  to  no  effect. 

If  we  expect  to  continue  to  conduct  the  war  successfully,  we  are 
obliged  to  have  a  producing  class  at  home  as  well  as  a  fighting  class 
in  the  field.  The  one  is  as  indisi)en8able  as  the  other.  We  are  already  ' 
cut  off  from  a  large  part  of  the  most  productive  lands  in  the  Con- 
federacy, and  we  must  fail  to  keep  up  our  supplies  if  the  productive  , 
interests  of  the  portion  we  yet  hold  are  seriously  crippled.    Tlius  far  ; 
the  State  of  Geoi^^  has  been  able  to  meet  the  calls  made  upon  her 
without  paralyzing  to  a  very  great  extent  her  agricultural  interests, 
except  in  that  part  of  the  State  where  there  are  but  few  slaves.  But 
I  feel  it  my  duty  to  Inform  you  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  meet  the  j 
increasing  demands  made  by  the  Confederate  Government  throu^rh  its  | 
conscript  officers,  and  spare  a  large  additional  force  for  constant  I 
service  in  or  out  of  the  State  without  so  crippling  the  planting  j 
interests  that  a  support  cannot  be  made  another  year  for  the  Army 
and  the  people  of  the  State. 

Many  of  our  fields  now  lie  uncultivated,  and  if  large  additional 
levies  of  troops  are  to  be  made  for  constant  service  many  more  must 
be  neglected.    How,  then,  are  we  to  make  a  support  for  another  year? 

I  have  lately  been  through  the  upper,  middle,  and  southwestern 
portions  of  the  State,  which  are  its  more  productive  portions,  and  I 
tell  yon  in  all  candor  that  the  country  is  becoming  so  far  drained  of 
supplies  that  if  relief  cannot  be  had  from  some  other  source  I  do 
not  see  how  it  is  possible  to  supply  the  people  and  the  Army  with 
bread  till  another  crop  is  made,  while  the  supply  of  meat  is  entirely 
inadequate. 

The  cattle  have  been  so  generally  taken  for  the  Army  as  to  leave  a 
still  less  encouraging  prospect  for  meat  another  year,  and  if  heavy 
calls  are  to  be  made  for  troops  to  be  taken  from  the  agricultural  pur- 
suits the  pro8i>ect  for  bread  will  indeed  be  gloomy. 

If  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  put  the  whole  people,  or 
any  great  additional  number  of  them,  into  military  service,  the  strug- 
gle for  the  future  must  necessarily  be  short.  We  cannot  expect  to 
conquer  the  enemy  in  a  few  months,  and  if  we  fail  to  make  a  crop  it 
is  only  necessary  for  them  to  continue  the  war  till  we  consume  our 
provisions,  and  they  must  conqner  us. 

But  you  may  inquire  how,  then,  we  are  to  get  troops  to  meet  tiie 
lai^  armies  of  the  enemy.    It  is  not  my  wish  to  dictate,  nor  do  I  i 
desire  to  annoy  you  by  voluntary  advice,  but  in  view  of  the  perils 
which  surround  us,  and  the  responsibility  of  my  position  as  the 
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EzecntiTe  of  one  of  the  States  of  the  Confederacy,  I  venture  to  sug- 
gest that  it  would  be  infinitely  better  to  mafce  bat  little  further 
drafts  upon  the  producing  class,  and  put  the  troops  whose  names  are 
now  on  the  master-rolls  and  who  are  in  the  pay  of  the  Government, 
and  especially  the  almost  countless  swarm  of  young,  able-bodied 
officers,  who  are  to  be  seen  on  all  oar  railroad  trains  and  in  all  our 
hotels,  into  the  Army — a  place  where  many  of  them  are  seldom  found. 
This  would  increase  the  armies  from  25  to  50  per  cent,  and  make 
them  strong  enough,  if  well  fed  and  sustained,  to  meet,  with  all  the 
advantages  which  we  as  the  invaded  party  possess,  any  force  the 
enemy  will  be  able  to  bring  against  us.  Ahnost  every  little  railroad 
village  has  become  a  military  post,  and  a  number  of  oflicers  in  brass 
buttons  and  gold  lace  can  be  seen  idling  about^  each  out  of  the  reach 
of  danger,  with  troops  enough  to  supply  each  with  a  command.  The 
Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  Departments  are  thronged  with  able- 
Ixxlied  men,  subject  to  conscription  or  detailed  from  the  Army,  who 
are  acting  as  clerks,  purchasing  agents,  impressment  agents,  &c. 
From  these  and  similar  causes  50  per  cent,  of  the  Army  are  not  in 
camp  to  answer  to  roll-call,  and  further  drafts  must  be  made  upon 
the  producing  class  to  supply  the  places  of  the  absentees,  who  ought 
to  he  kept  at  their  places  in  the  Army. 

It  is  easy  to  foresee  the  result  of  this  policy  if  persisted  in.  As  the 
enemy  has  over  three  times  as  many  men  able  to  do  military  service 
as  we  have,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  keep  in  the  field  as  many  troops 
as  he  doM.  Nor  is  this  necessary.  As  the  invaded  party,  having  the 
inner  lines  of  oommnnication  and  other  advant^es  incident  to  our 
position,  if  our  people  are  united  and  determined  and  our  Government 
acts  with  wisdom  and  prudence,  we  can  defend  suooefisfally  against  a 
rastily  superior  force  in  i>oint  of  numbers. 

In  conclusion  I  have  only  to  state  that  Geoi^a  has  always  done  her 
whole  duty  and  furnished  more  than  her  full  share  of  men  and'  means, 
and  I  doubt  not  she  will  still  do  her  just  part  to  the  utmost  of  her 
ability  as  long  as  the  enemy  desecrates  the  soil  of  the  Confederacy. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


AN  Ad  to  r^folate  the  collection  of  the  tax  in  kind  upon  tobacco,  and  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  levy  taxes  for  the  common  defense  and  carry  on 
the  Qovemment  of  the  Gmifederate  States,"  approved  April  34,  1863. 

The  CoTigreas  of  the  Confederaie  States  of  America  do  enadt  That 
the  tax  in  kind  of  one-tenth  imposed  by  said  act  upon  all  tobacco 
grown  in  the  Confederate  States,  instead  of  being  collected  by  the  i>ost 
qaartennaster,  shall  be  collected  by  the  agents  appointed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  collect  and  preserve  tobacco,  and  the  tax 
assessors  shall  transfer  their  estimates  of  the  tobacco  due  from  each 
planter  or  farmer,  specifying  both  quantity  and  quaUty,  to  the  said 
agents  or  their  duly  authorized  sub-agenta,  taking  their  receipts  there- 
for, and  shall  also  transmit  a  copy  of  these  estimates  to  the  chief  of 
the  Produce  Loan  Of&ce ;  and  when  said  tobacco  shall  have  been  col- 
lected the  said  agents  shall  be  liable  for  its  safe  custody. 

Sec.  2.  That  each  farmer  and  planter,  not  earlier  than  the  first  day 
of  Jane,  nor  later  than  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  shall  deliver  his 
titlie  of  tobacco  in  prizing  order,  put  up  in  convenient  parcels  for 
transportation,  at  the  nearest  prizing  depot,  of  which  there  shall  be 
not  lees  than  one  established  in  each  county  by  the  agents  for  the  col- 
lection and  preservation  of  tobacco,  where  the  said  tobacco  shall  be 
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prized  and  securely  packed  in  hogsheads  or  other  packages,  suitable 
for  market,  by  said  agents. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  tax  asseflsor  shall  require  a  statement  from  each 
farmer  or  planter  as  to  the  different  qualities  of  tobacco  raised  by  him, 
and  shall  assess,  as  due  the  Confederate  States,  one-tenth  of  each  of 
said  qualities,  which  shall  be  stated  separately  in  his  estimates,  and 
shall  be  delivered  separately  by  the  farmer  or  planter  at  the  prizing 
depots. 

Sec.  4.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  foregoing 
are  hereby  repealed. 
Approved  January  30,  1864. 


AN  ACT  to  fix  the  pay  and  allowances  of  the  master  armorer  of  the  Confederate 
States  Armory  at  Richmond,  Yiq^inia. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That 
the  master  armorer  of  the  Confederate  States  Armory  at  Richmond, 
*    Vii^nia,  shall  hereafter  receive  a  salary  of  three  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  from  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  with  allowances  for 
quarters  and  fuel  of  a  captain  of  infantry. 
Approved  January  30,  1864. 


General  Orders,  )      Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  10.         J  Michmond,  January  SO,  1864. 

The  authority  given  in  General  Orders,  No.  85,  series  of  1863,  to 
impress  iron,  is  extended  to  the  impressment  of  ore,  timber,  and  all 
materials  essential  to  the  production  and  manufacture  of  iron. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjidant  and  Inspector  General. 


State  of  Georgia, 
Quartbrhaster-General's  Office, 

Atlanta,  January  30, 

Honorable  Secretary  of  War, 

Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  Pardon  the  liberty  taken  in  inclosing  you  a  letter  addressed 
by  me  to  Brig.  Gen.  W.  M.  Gardner,  commanding  Middle  Florida, 
indorsed  and  approved  by  Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb  on  the  7th  instant.* 
The  sufferings  of  Georgians  in  C.  S.  service,  through  lack  of  clothing 
and  the  dearth  of  raw  material  in  this  State,  caused  by  the  extensive 
operations  of  the  Confederate  Government,  have  made  It  absolutelj^ 
necessary  for  us  to  go  outside  the  limits  of  Georgia  and  make  pur- 
chases where  the  material  could  be  found.  Already  this  department 
has  issued  to  destitute  Georgians,  C.  S.  Army,  about  15,000  suits  of 
clothing  and  about  30,000  pair  of  shoes.  These,  as  the  generals  will 
testify,  have  added  much  to  the  valor  and  comfort  of  the  troops. 
With  the  exception  of  the  refusal  of  the  commander  of  the  District  of 
Middle  Florida,  we  have  met  no  opposition  in  making  purchases  in 
other  States  for  this  object.    The  refusal  of  this  commander  I  also 

*Notfoimd. 
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lespectfiiUy  inclose,*  begging  you,  if  consistent  with  the  public  serv- 
ice, that  yon  will  set  aside  this  decision  and  grant  mo  permission  to 
m^e  such  purchases  and  shipments  from  the  District  of  Middle  Flor- 
ida. I  have  no  desire  to  come  in  conflict  with  purchasing  agents  of 
the  Confederate  Government.  I  only  ask  that  my  agents  be  placed 
on  a  like  footing.  Such  authority  granted  to  this  department  would 
place  it  in  a  condition  to  relieve  the  necessities  of  Georgia  soldiers 
when  the  Confederate  Government  should  be  unable  to  do  so.  The 
favor  is  sought  in  the  name  of  the  gallant  but  destitute  Georgians  in 
Confederate  service,  whose  wants  will  be  supplied  when  the  Govern- 
ment is  short  of  supplies,  if  granted.  The  letter  to  Brig.  Gen.  W.  M. 
Gardner,  indorsed  by  Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb,  and  the  refusal  of  the 
colonel  commanding  the  District  of  Middle  Florida,  is  therefore 
respectfully  inclosed.  Begging  an  early  response, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfnUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

IRA  R.  FOSTER, 
Qttartermaster'OeTierdl  of  Georgia. 

[First  lMdocsemaot.1 

February  8,  iKiu. 

QuARTBRH  aster-General  : 

Do  you  advise  compliance  with  the  requests  of  this  letttir?  Would 
it  not  impede  yonr  operations? 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 

(Second  Indoraement.] 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Richmond^  February  12^  1864. 

Respectfully  returned. 

Action  of  this  kind  upon  the  part  of  State  authorities  is  apt  to  lead 
to  competition  without  any  material  increase  of  the  resources  of  the  , 
country.    Still,  I  have  never  felt  at  liberty  to  impose  any  restraints 
upon  the  agents  or  officers  of  a  State  engaged  in  tlic  collection  of 
supplies. 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster-  General. 


Ofbtcb  Chief  Inspector  Field  Transportation, 
DiST.  Ko.  3,  Ala.,  Miss.,  West  Tenn.,  and  East  T^., 

Brandon^  Miss.^  January  30,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  H.  Cole, 

Inspector- General,  <fcc.,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
Colonel.:  Although  so  far  as  I  am  aware  my  general  letters  on  the 
affairs  of  my  district  never  reach  you,  yet  I  will  continue  to  advise 
you,  hoping  they  may  turn  up.  I  at  last  begin  to  see  my  way  to  realize 
the  resources  within  my  reach.  If  you  will  glance  at  the  map,  with 
the  suggestion  that  in  the  interior  there  is  an  abundance  of  corn, 
and  the  stock  is  in  good  order  and  better  cared  for  than  it  could  be 
by  the  Government,  and  that  it  is  nearly  all  required  for  the  produc- 
tion of  food,  and  should  not  be  demanded  by  the  Government  unless 
upon  a  fair  canvass  of  what  is  most  required — food  or  mnles.  In 
ad^tlon  to  this  It  is  always  within  reach  of  the  Government,  and  by 
June  1,  1864,  the  com  crop  will  be  made.    I  have  located  Capt.  L.  B. 

*Kot  found. 
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Mitchell  at  Courtland,  Ala.,  iu  connection  with  Gteneral  Roddey*8  cav- 
alry, with  agents  in  the  enemy's  lines.  A  quartermaster  at  Okolona  is 
acting  as  my  purchasing  a^ent  in  all  mattera  that  arise  around  that 
point.  Maj.  W.  S.  Harris  is  at  Panola,  Miss.,  with  agents  on  Missis- 
sippi River  and  in  West  Tennessee  moving  with  Forrest's  cavalry. 
Capt.  G.  A.  Manlove  is  stationed  at  Tchula,  Miss. ,  with  agents  run- 
ning in  to  Mississippi  River.  Capt.  Wilkes  Henry  is  stationed  at  Port 
Gibson,  with  agents  in  and  around  Vicksburg.  At  Woodville,  Miss., 
I  have  Capt.  H.  F.  Cook,  with  agents  on  Mississippi  River  down  to 
Lake  Maurepas.  Upon  ray  personal  application  to  Gteneral  Polk,  he 
assigned  Capt.  E.  T.  Henry  for  the  charge  of  my  recruiting  stables  in 
Alabama.  My  instructions  to  my  quartermastei'S  are  to  select  the 
most  respectable  and  energetic  men,  exempt  from  military  service,  as 
their  agents,  with  instructions  to  canvass  every  plantation  and  buy 
every  mule,  the  quartennaster  traveling  through  every  part  of  his  dis- 
trict and  conferring  at  home  with  his  agents,  seeing  for  himself  and  aid- 
ing and  advising  his  agents,  i-eqniring  them  to  report  in  writing  and 
verbally.  By  this  means  I  am  accomplishing  something,  and  will 
certainly  meet  requisitions  from  my  own  district,  which  are  much 
increased  by  the  organization  of  new  regiments  by  General  Forrest 
and  others,  and  by  having  requisitions  already  filled  for  Georgia.  I 
have  been  notified  already  of  arrival  at  a  safe  place  of  140  mulra  from 
North  Alabama  and  150  from  near  Baton  Rouge. 
Respectfully, 

A.  M.  PAXTON, 
Major  and  Qitartermaster. 


[January  30,  1864. — For  Cooper  to  Polk,  in  relation  to  the  organi- 
zation of  troops  within  the  enemy's  lines,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXII, 
Partn,  p.  636.1 


General  Orders,  }        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  11.  J  RiehmoTid,  February  J,  186^, 

I.  Examining  boards  for  conscripts  will,  when  practicable,  be  com- 
posed of  two  medical  officers  and  one  employed  surgeon.  They  will 
hold  continuous  sessions  in  the  several  counties  of  their  resftective 
districts,  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  duties  prescribed  by  Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  141,  1863,  from  this  office. 

II.  Paragraph  III,  General  Orders,  No.  141,  last  series,  from  this 
office,  is  amended  to  provide  that  in  all  cases  when  there  are  two 
medical  officers  on  the  boards  for  the  examination  of  conscripts,  rec- 
ommendations and  certificates  must  be  concurred  in  and  signed  by 
both  medical  officers. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
AdQviant  and  Inspector  QenercU. 


Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp,  General's  Office, 

No.  26.        f  Richmond,  February  1,  1864. 

*••«««* 

XXW.  Col.  William  Miller,  of  the  First  Florida  Regiment,  is 
assigned  to  duty  as  commandant  of  conscripts  for  the  State  of  Florida, 
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and  will  report  to  Col.  John  S.  Prmton,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
scriptioii,  in  this  city. 

•  «  «  «  •  *  • 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  A^tUani-Oenercd, 


Februabt  3,  1864. 
The  Senate  and  Housb  of  Befbesbntatives  of  the  Confederate 

States: 

The  present  state  of  the  Confederacy,  in  my  judgment,  requires 
that  I  should  call  your  attention  to  a  condition  of  things  existing  in  the 
coantry  which  has  already  been  productive  of  serious  evil,  and  which 
threatens  still  graver  consequence  unless  an  adequate  remedy  shall 
be  speedily  applied  by  the  legislation  of  Congress.  It  has  been  our 
cherished  hope — and  hitherto  justified  by  the  generous  self-devotion 
of  our  citizens — ^that  when  the  great  struggle  in  which  we  are  engaged 
was  passed  we  might  exhibit  to  the  world  the  proud  spectacle  of  a 
people  unanimous  in  the  assertions  and  defense  of  their  rights  and 
achieving  their  liberty  and  independence  after  the  bloodiest  war  of 
modem  times  without  the  necessity  of  a  single  sacrifice  of  civil  right 
to  military  necessity.  But  it  can  no  longer  be  doubted  that  the  zeal 
with  which  the  people  sprung  to  arms  at  the  beginning  of  the  contest 
has,  in  some  parts  of  the  Confederacy,  been  impaired  by  the  long  con- 
tinuance and  magnitude  of  the  struggle. 

While  brigade  after  brigade  of  our  brave  soldiers  who  have  endured 
the  trials  of  tihe  camp  and  battle-field  are  testifying  their  spirit  and 
patriotism  by  voluntary  re-enlistment  for  the  war,  discontent,  disaf- 
fection, and  disloyally  are  manifested  among  t^ose  who,  through  the 
sacrifices  of  others,  have  enjoyed  quiet  and  safety  at  home.  Public 
meetings  have  been  held,  in  some  of  which  treasonable  designs  are 
masked  by  a  pretended  devotion  to  State  sovereignty,  and  in  others 
is  openly  avowed.  Conventions  are  advocated  with  the  pretended 
object  of  redressing  grievances,  which,  if  they  existed,  could  as  well 
be  remedied  by  ordinary  legislative  action,  but  with  the  real  design 
of  accomplishing  treason  under  the  form  of  law.  To  this  end  a  strong 
suspicion  is  entertained  that  secret  leagues  and  associations  are  being 
formed.  In  certain  localities  men  of  no  mean  position  do  not  hesitate 
to  avow  their  disloyalty  and  hostility  to  our  cause,  and  their  advocacy 
of  peace  on  the  terms  of  submission  to  the  abolition  of  slavery.  In 
districts  overrun  by  tiie  enemy  or  liable  to  their  encroachments,  citi- 
zens of  well-known  disloyalty  are  holding  frequent  communication 
with  them,  and  furnishing  valuable  information  to  our  injury,  even  to 
the  frustration  of  importan  t  military  movements.  And  yet  must  they, 
through  too  strict  regard  to  the  technicalities  of  the  law,  be  permitted 
to  go  at  lai^  till  they  have  perfected  their  treason  by  the  commission 
of  an  overt  act  ?  After  the  commission  of  the  act  the  evidence  is  often 
unattainable,  because  within  the  enemy's  lines.  Again  and  again 
such  persons  have  been  arrested,  and  as  often  they  have  been  dis- 
chai^^  by  the  civil  authorities,  because  the  Government  could  not 
procure  the  testimony  from  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy.  On  one 
occasion,  when  a  party  of  oflcers  were  laying  a  torpedo  in  James 
]^vor,  persons  on  shore  were  detected  communicating  with  the  enemy, 
and  were  known  to  pilot  tiiem  to  a  convenient  point  for  observing  the 
nature  of  the  service  in  which  the  party  were  engaged.   They  were 
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declared  by  the  Constitution  to  be  a  proper  case  for  the  exercise  of 
this  power  does  not  exist  in  our  country  now,  when  can  it  ever  be 
expected  to  arise?  It  is  idle  to  appeal  against  it  to  the  histoiy  of 
the  old  Union.  That  history  contains  no  parallel  case.  England, 
whose  reverence  for  the  great  bill  of  right  is  at  least  as  strong  as  our 
own,  and  the  stability  of  whose  institutions  is  the  admiration  of  the 
world,  has  repeatedly  within  the  last  hundred  years  resorted  to  this 
remedy  when  only  threatened  with  invasion.  It  may  occasion  some 
clamor,  but  this  will  proceed  chiefly  from  the  men  who  have  already 
been  too  long  the  active  agents  of  evil.  Loyal  citizens  will  not  feel 
danger,  and  the  disloyal  must  be  made  to  fear  it.  The  very  existence 
of  extraordinary  powers  often  renders  their  exercise  unnecessary. 
To  temporize  with  disloyalty  in  the  midst  of  war  is  but  to  quicken  it 
to  the  growth  of  treason.  I  therefore  respectfully  recommend  tjiat 
the  privilege  of  the  corpus  be  suspended. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


AN  ACT  to  change  the  time  for  the  assembling  of  Congress  for  its  next  regular 

session. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enacts  That 
the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  for  its  next  reg- 
ular session,  shall  assemble  the  first  Monday  in  May,  anno  Domini 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  and  not  the  first  Monday  of  Decem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

Approved  February  3,  1864. 


AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  Presid^t  to  assign  judges  of  military  courts  from  one 

court  to  another. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enacts  That 
the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  at  any  time,  to  assign 
judges  from  one  military  court  to  another  as  in  his  judgment  the 
service  may  require. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  take  eitect  and  be  in 
force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  February  3, 1864. 


Coinmi>:BBATB  States  of  America,  War  Dbpabtubnt, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  February  5,  186J^. 

Hon.  J.  H.  Reagan, 

Postmaster- General  : 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  my  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,*  I  have  the 
honor  to  communicate  the  result  of  the  inquiry  into  the  action  of  this 
Department  on  your  letters  of  the  19th  of  October  and  17th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1863,  and  January  7,  1864. 

The  last,  in  regard  to  the  complaint  of  the  postmaster  at  Ivor  of 
being  turned  out  of  his  office,  and  its  being  appropriated  to  other 
uses  by  military  authority,  has  been  referred  to  the  proper  officers  for 
inquiry  and  report  and  has  not  yet  been  returned. 

*Notfoimd. 
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The  cases  of  Kinzer  and  Snrface,  arrested  and  returned  to  their 
regiment  by  order  of  General  Buckner  after  their  discharge  from  the 
military  service  of  the  Confederate  States  on  writs  of  habeas  corpus 
by  Judge  Fulton,  of  the  Virginia  bench,  and  which  are  the  subject 
of  your  letter  of  the  17th  of  Kovember,  1863,  had  been  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Department  in  the  latter  part  of  August  by  Hon. 
Waller  B.  Staples,  had  been  investigated,  and  were  under  considera- 
tion when  your  letter  was  received. 

That  of  the  19th  of  October  was  referred  to  the  Conscript  Bureau, 
the  response  from  which  is  herewith  inclosed.* 

The  questions  presented  by  your  two  communications  last  referred 
to  have  received  that  consideration  which  their  importance  and  the 
collision  between  the  departments  of  the  Government  under  our 
respective  charge  seem  to  demand. 

The  construction  placed  by  this  Department  upon  the  exemption 
law  approved  on  the  11th  of  October,  1862,  of  which  tlie  act  approved 
April  14, 1863,  entitled  "An  act  to  exempt  contractors,"  (fee,  accord- 
ing to  tne  rule  for  the  construction  of  statutes,  is  to  be  deemed  and 
taken  as  a  part,  was  distinctly  stated  and  promulgated  by  a  general 
order  published  on  the  3d  day  of  November,  1862,  in  which  it  is 
expressly  declared  "that  the  exemption  act  will  be  construed  pros- 
pectively, and  does  not  authorize  the  discharge  of  any  one  enrolled 
or  in  the  service  prior  to  the  11th  day  of  October,  1862." 

This  construction  was  sustained  by  the  courts  in  various  cases  that 
were  brought  before  them,  and  was  approved  by  Congress  when  it 
passed  the  act  approved  on  the  2d  of  April,  1863,  providing  for  the 
acceptance  of  the  resignations  of  such  officers  and  the  honorable  dis- 
charge of  such  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  as  might  be 
elected  or  apx>ointed  to  certain  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive 
offices,  the  tenants  of  which  were  exempted  by  the  act  of  October  11, 
1862,  from  the  military  service. 

This  being  the  clear  and  well-settled  rule  and  practice  of  this 
Department,  the  chief  of  the  Contract  Bureau  of  the  Post-Office 
Department,  on  the  26th  of  Hay,  1863,  in  an  official  communication  to 
the  postmaster  at  Christiansburg,  informing  him  that  the  Postmaster- 
General  withheld  his  acceptance  of  a  certain  lowest  offer  to  carry  the 
mail  "in  view  of  the  unreasonable  rate,"  instructed  him  to  re-adver- 
tise, and  remarks:  "You  will  not  fail  to  commend  to  the  attention  of 
the  contractor  or  of  those  who  may  be  disposed  to  otfer  under  the 
re-advertisement  the  facilities  of  the  late  exemption  law,"  Ac. 

The  postmaster,  accordingly,  in  his  re-advertisement  offers  as  an 
inducement  to  low  bids  the  promised  exemption  from  military  service 
on  route  No.  2561,  the  proposal  of  John  Surface,  at  one-fourth  of  a 
cent  per  annum,  and  on  route  No.  2S63,  that  of  John  C.  Kinzer,  at 
1  cent  per  annum,  were  accepted.  The  ptratmaster  wrote  to  the 
Postmaster-General  about  tiie  discharge  of  these  men,  who  were  pri- 
vates in  Company  E,  Fifty-fourth  Virginia  Begiment.  The  chief  of 
the  Contract  Bureau  of  the  Post-Office  Department  replied  that  they 
were  exempted,  and  it  is  understood  the  judge  of  the  district  court 
had  so  decided  and  discharged  soldiers,  who  had  become  contractors 
on  write  of  habeas  corpus. 

This  Department  considers  that  it  has  just  cause  of  complaint 
against  the  Pcrat-Offioe  Department  for  the  course  pursued  in  this  and 
similar  cases. 


•  Not  found. 
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No  application  was  made  by  ttiese  men  to  the  military  anthorities 

for  their  discharge  on  account  of  these  alleged  contracts.  But  when 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  being  shown  a  letter  stating 
that  friends  had  obtained  these  contracts  for  them,  offered  to  prepare 
and  forward  such  application  on  with  Ms  approval,  his  offer  was 
declined.  Writs  of  habeas  corpus  were  sued  out  and  awarded  by  a 
judge  of  a  circuit  court  of  Virginia  on  the  20th  day  of  July,  return- 
able on  the  5th  of  August,  at  Wytheville,  and  sent  by  him  to  be  exe- 
cuted in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  where  the  regiment  was  and  had 
been  since  the  5th  of  April  preceding,  with  an  intimation  to  the  offi- 
cer that  if  he  would  surrender  the  men  to  the  officer  appointed  to 
execute  the  writs  his  personal  presence  was  unnecessary.  In  the  tra- 
ditional deference  to  judicial  authority  habitual  to  our  people  the 
officer  surrendered  the  men,  sending  his  objections  to  and  protest 
against  their  discharge.  Being  brought  before  the  judge,  he  entered 
orders  dischai^ing  them  from  the  military  service  of  the  Confederate 
Statas.  General  Buckner,  learning  the  facts,  believing  that  the  court 
had  no  jurindiction,  and  that  the  order  was,  therefore,  of  no  effect, 
ordered  their  arrest  and  retum  to  their  regiment.  It  is  perfectly  clear 
that  the  judge  had  no  jurisdiction  when  the  writs  were  issued;  that 
it  was  an  unjustifiable  exercise  of  judicial  prerogative  in  another 
State,  and  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  erred  in  sur- 
rendering the  men  to  the  officer  of  the  court.  But  when  they 
appeared  before  the  judge  within  his  circuit  the  jurisdiction  attached; 
and  however  erroneous  his  decision  may  be  deemed,  it  will  be 
accepted  by  this  Department,  as  has  been  done  in  the  cases  decided 
by  Judge  Ilalyburton,  as  the  law  of  the  case,  and  the  men  will  be 
dischai^ed  from  the  custody  of  their  officers. 

But  while  thus  recognizing  such  decision  as  made,  this  Department 
docs  not  feel  bound  by  the  principle  on  which  the  judgment  is  based 
as  to  apply  it  to  similar  cases.  It  is  satisfied  that  the  construction 
placed  by  it  on  the  exemption  law  is  the  true  and  proper  construc- 
tion, and  is  in  accordance  with  the  intention  of  the  law-makers,  and 
it  insists  that  by  every  rule  of  reason  and  usage  the  settled  con- 
struction given  by  an  Executive  Department  of  the  Government  to 
an  act  of  Congress  for  its  action  is  entitled  to  more  consideration 
and  weight  of  authority  than  an  exposition  by  a  subonlinate  judicial 
tribunal. 

The  views  of  this  Department  on  this  question  of  construction  have 
been  given  fully  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives during  the  present  session ;  and  unless  Congress  shall  other- 
wise dii-ect,  these  views  will  continue,  as  heretofore,  to  be  its  rule  of 

action. 

Without  restating  any  of  these  views,  1  will  add  the  further  sug- 
gestion that  Congress,  by  its  passage  of  the  act  of  April  2,  1863,  has 
thrown  additional  light  upon  its  intention  and  the  proper  construc- 
tion of  the  exemption  act  composed  of  the  statutes  of  October  11, 1862, 
and  April  14,  18t>3,  in  this,  that  it  only  provides  for  discharging  from 
the  military  service  those  who  may  be  called  on  to  fill  certain  legisla- 
tive, judicial,  and  executive  offices,  to  perform  certain  public  trusts, 
whicli  the  law  in  theory  does  not  recognize  as  either  to  be  sought  or 
declined  by  the  citizen,  and  has  expressly  left  out  of  its  provisions  the 
large  classes  that  were  exempted  because  of  benefits  which  would 
accrue  to  the  public  interests.  Tlie  distinction  is  very  plain  fuid 
significant. 

The  obligation  to  the  State  of  those  who  are  in  the  military  service, 
whether  by  voluntary  enlistment  or  conscription,  whether  actually 
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serving  with  the  army  in  the  field  or  only  enrolled  for  Hueh  service, 
was  complete  and  perfect,  and  could  not  be  loosened  or  removed  by 
their  own  action. 

When  called,  according  to  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Constitution 
and  laws,  to  fill  public  office,  the  duties  of  which  were  incompatible 
with  the  duties  imposed  by  the  military  obligation,  it  was  a  question 
to  be  determined  by  Congress  which  class  of  obligations  was  to  bo 
deemed  of  the  higher  importance  to  the  public  weal.  It  was  no  ques- 
tion of  release  from  the  service  of  the  country,  or  of  privilege  to  be 
awarded  to  an  individual,  but  simply  the  decision  as  lo  which  of  two 
conflicting  classes  of  public  duties  which  the  citizen  was  required  to 
perform  should  be  preferred. 

Laws  exempting  from  militaiy  service  provide  that  certain  classes 
of  individuals  liable  to  the  performance  of  militery  duties,  if  called 
on — and  such  liability  is  only  inchoate  until  the  call  is  made — shall 
not  be  called  on  to  perform  those  duties;  but  there  js  no  provision  of 
law  by  which  a  citizen  whose  debt  of  military  service  to  the  public 
has  been  perfected  by  the  dentand  for  its  performance  can  discharge 
himself  from  his  obligation  by  his  own  act.  It  would  be  strange  and 
anomalous  if  there  were. 

A  contract  with  the  Post-Office  Department  to  carry  the  mails  would 
be  such  voluntary  act  of  the  individual.  Nor  would  the  fact  that  the 
contract  was  made  with  a  department  of  the  Government  make  it  the 
less  his  mere  voluntary  act — the  really  relieving  himself  from  his 
superior  obligation— than  would  be  his  contracting  with  such  mail 
«)ntractor  to  drive  a  post  coach  or  hack  for  carrying  the  mails;  or  his 
contracting  for  service  with  a  railroad  or  canal  company,  or  with  the 
editor  of  a  newspaper,  or  to  be  employed  by  any  contractor  with  the 
Government,  or  the  bringing  himself  by  any  means  within  any  other 
of  the  large  classes  that  are  hy  the  same  act  declaim  to  be  exempt. 
The  law  applies  to  all  equally. 

The  plain  result  is  that  no  one  whose  application  has  thus  1>ecome 
perfect  has  the  right  or  power  to  complete  a  contract  which  is  incom- 
patible with  his  prior  superior  obligation,  lie  is  not,  as  to  such, 
capable  of  contracting.  It  is  therefore  insisted  that  the  contracts 
made  by  the  Post-Office  Department  with  those  persons  actually  in 
the  military  service  or  enrolled  for  such  service,  made  without  the 
consent  of  this  Department,  are  not  sufficient  according  to  law  to 
release  the  parties  from  the  claim  of  this  Department,  acting  as  the 
agent  of  the  public,  to  whom  the  service  is  due.  And  in  the  perform- 
ance of  my  duty  to  maintain  the  Army  in  the  most  effective  condition, 
now  so  imperatively  called  for  by  the  present  emei^ency,  I  am  con- 
strained to  request  that  you  will  abrogate  all  these  contracts  when 
the  parties  have  been  discharged  from  the  military  service  on  writs 
of  habeas  corpus,  in  order  ttiat  they  may  be  reclaimed  by  the  military 
authorities. 

The  extent  to  which  the  army  in  the  field  may  be  weakened  by 
those  discharged  on  habeas  corpus  on  account  of  having  become  con- 
tractors to  carry  the  mails  cannot  be,  it  is  presumed,  very  great, 
though  three  were  dischai^ed  by  Judge  Halyburton  in  one  day  who 
had  agreed  to  transport  the  mails  on  routes  exceeding  ten  miles  in 
length  for  the  annual  compensation  of  1  mill,  1  cent,  and  10  cents, 
respectively.  But  the  principle  of  his  decision  applied  to  the  other 
classes  of  exemption  would  fearfully  diminish  our  ranks  just  at  tlio 
time  when  urgent  necessity  requires  every  effort  to  enlarge  them, 
and  tbda  consideration  makes  me  the  more  earnest  in  resisting  a 
construction  of  the  law  fraught  with  so  much  mischief. 
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In  looking  into  the  action  of  tliis  Department  on  your  communica- 
tions I  must  admit  and  regret  the  fact,  as  I  have  already  stated,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  great  press  of  business  imperatively  demanding 
immediate  action  the  responses  have  not  been  so  prompt  as  they 
should  have  been  and  as  you  had  the  right  to  expect.  But,  while  it 
appears  to  be  in  fault  from  the  failure  to  respond  with  sufficient 
promptness,  I  do  not  agree  that  there  has  been  any  just  cause  of 
complaint  as  to  its  action  on  the  subject-matter  of  your  communica- 
tions; but,  on  the  contrary,  hold  that  its  action  has  been  in  accord- 
ance with  the  law,  the  policy  of  the  Government,  and  the  necessities 
of  the  country. 

With  great  respect,  truly,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  13.         j"  Richmmd,  February  S,  186Jk, 

I.  In  the  event  of  the  loss  of  company  records  and  the  consequent 
inability  of  the  commanding  officers  to  certify  theiefrom  the  clothing 
accounts  of  soldiers,  said  accounts  may  be  stated  from  memory,  pro- 
vided such  statements  are  supported  by  the  affidavits  of  the  soldiers 
interested. 

II.  When,  from  the  casualties  of  war,  companies  have  been  entirely 
deprived  of  their  officers,  in  the  adjustment  of  clothing  accounts  the 
affidavit  of  the  soldier,  together  with  those  of  two  of  his  comrades, 
will  be  esteemed  sufficient  evidence  to  authorize  a  settlement  with 
him  if  the  statement  shall  bo  approved  by  the  regimental  commander. 

III.  Hereafter  the  articles  of  clothing  issued  during  the  year  will  be 
stated  opposite  the  name  of  each  soldier,  upon  the  muster-roll  of  his 
company,  at  the  annual  settlement  directed  in  General  Orders,  No. 
100,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Generars  Office,  December  8,  1862. 

IV.  The  attention  of  comi>any  commanders  is  called  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  above-quoted  general  orders.  By  failing  to  account  for 
clothing  received  by  them  for  issue  to  their  men  they  render  them- 
selves liable  to  be  charged  with  its  value,  and  a  stoppage  of  their  pay 
to  the  amount. 

V.  From  and  after  the  Ist  of  February,  1864,  instead  of  supplying 
company  commandei'S  with  clothing  for  their  men,  officers  of  the 

'  Quartermaster's  Department  will  issue  to  the  soldier  upon  the  requi- 
sition of  his  immediate  commanding  officer. 

YI.  In  making  payments  to  soldiers  upon  descriptive  lists,  officers 
of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  will  be  careful  to  indorse  thereon 
the  amonnts  paid  and  the  time  for  which  they  have  been  paid,  return- 
ing the  same  to  them  foe  delivenr  to  their  company  commanders  and 
filing  with  their  accounts  a  certified  copy  thereof. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Injector  General. 


Unofficial.]  Atlanta,  February  4,  JS64. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. : 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  recently  taken  the  liberty  of  attending  sev- 
eral public  meetings,  which  I  have  addressed  on  the  subject  of  fur- 
nishing men  and  provisions  for  the  Army.   I  have  done  so  vithont 
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interfering  with  my  official  duties,  as  I  have  only  goue  to  such  points 
as  I  conld  reach  and  return  within  two  days. 

From  these  interviews  with  the  people  I  have  learned  some  impor- 
tant and  encouraging  facts  which  I  have  thought  would  not  be  unin- 
teresting to  you.  In  the  first  place,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  supply  of 
meat  in  the  country  is  much  beyond  what  I  had  supposed  it  would  be. 
I  conld  give  yon  details,  but  it  is  unnecessary,  to  show  even  the  best- 
informed  citizens  have  been  greatly  at  fault  in  estimating  the  quan- 
tity of  meat  that  could  be  got  in  their  immediate  neighborhood. 

The  people  need  information  as  to  the  wants  of  the  Army  and  the 
necessity  of  economy,  sacrifices,  and  energy  on  their  -part.  If  they 
could  be  addressed  in  the  right  way  in  every  county  in  the  Ck>nfed- 
eracy,  I  have  no  doubt  that  provisions  enough  could  be  got  to  feed 
our  whole  Army,  though  we  got  no  meat  from  abroad. 

The  members  of  Ck>ngre8s  who  have  nothing  else  to  do  could  render 
incalculable  aid  in  this  matter  if  they  could  be  induced  to  make  the 
right  kind  of  addresses  to  the  x>60ple.  Better,  though,  that  they 
should  stay  at  Richmond  doing  nothing  than  to  transfer  to  public 
meeting  their  wranglings  and  complainings.  That  is  not  what  is 
wanted;  we  have  enough  of  that  without  their  assistance.  The  other 
important  fact  that  I  have  learned  is  that  our  resources  of  men  are 
far  beyond  what  I  had  supposed. 

In  illustration  of  this  fact  let  me  mention  some  statements  made  to 
me.  Ton  are  aware  that  under  the  militia  law  of  the  last  Legisla- 
ture the  Governor  was  directed  to  enroll  all  our  men  between  sixteen 
and  sixty  who  are  not  subject  to  conscription  or  in  the  Confederate 
service.  In  one  county  the  State  enrolling  officer  says  that  his  rolls 
will  show  that  there  are  more  men  now  in  the  county  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  than  have  been  sent  from  the  county 
to  the  war,  though  the  county  has  done  as  well  as  other  counties  in 
the  State,  I  could  not  believe  the  statement,  but  he  insists  it  is  so, 
and  refers  to  the  details,  the  mechanics,  exempts  of  all  kinds,  and 
counts  up  large  numbers  certainly.  In  another  county  the  State 
enrolling  officer  (who  I  know  very  well)  informed  me  that  he  had 
enrolled  900  men  (not  including  three  companies  of  Gleorgia  State 
Guard),  and  that  one-half  of  them  were  fit  for  any  military  service  and 
another  fourth  fit  for  local  duty.  In  another  district,  including  three 
counties,  the  enrolling  officer  has  now  on  his  rolls  over  2,000  men. 

I  give  you  these  facts  as  interesting  and  encouraging  evidence  of 
the  great  resources  of  our  country.  It  only  requires  to  be  brought 
out,  and  the  best  mode  of  doing  it  is  the  great  question  of  the  hour. 
Much — veiy  much — can  be  done  in  the  way  I  have  si^ested  if  the 
men  capable  of  arousing  the  people  can  be  induced  to  undertake  the 
work. 

I  regret  that  I  differ  so  widely  from  the  policy  you  have  determined 
upon  for  filling  up  the  Army,  but  it  will  not  affect  my  conduct.  I 
shall  labor  as  hard  to  carry  it  out  as  I  should  have  done  to  carry  out 
my  own  policy.  I  must  repeat,  however,  that  I  think  it  was  a  fatal 
mistake  not  to  allow  the  formation  of  new  organizations.  If  that 
policy  had  been  adopted  I  believe  I  could  have  raised  an  army  in 
Geoi^a  of  10,000  men.  As  it  is,  you  will  get  not  one-fifth  that  num- 
ber, and  them  of  dissatisfied  and  discontented  men. 

It  is,  however,  now  too  late,  and  my  duty  and  pleasure  will  be  to 
labor  the  more  earnestly  to  overcome  difficulties  and  aid  in  filling  up 
the  Army. 

With  sentiments  of  sincere  regard,  your  friend, 

HOWELL  COBB. 


Digitized  by 


76 


(.'OBEESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Departhbnt, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  February  4,  ^^^-t 

General  £.  K.  Smith: 

6bne!ral:  This  will  be  handed  you  by  Judge  L.  W.  Hastings,  late 
of  California,  who  has  received  from  the  President  a  commission  as 
major  to  raise  troops  in  Arizona,  and  been  authorized  to  proceed  in 
the  execution  of  the  plan  for  the  recruitment  of  troops  in  California 
or  Arizona,  and  the  occupation  of  the  latter  as  far  as  practicable, 
which  was  referred  by  you  to  the  consideration  of  the  Department.* 
It  is  not  coDtemplat«d  to  expend  in  the  scheme  a  lai^er  sum  of  money 
than  can  be  conveniently  raised  by  the  exportation  of  some  few  hun- 
dred bales  of  cotton  into  Mexico,  which  will  be  managed  by  Major 
Hart  or  some  other  officer  you  may  intrust  with  the  duty.  With  the 
proceeds,  which  should  be  enough  to  furnish  Major  Hastings  with 
some  $10,000  or  $12,000  in  specie  funds,  and  likewise  to  forwara  from 
the  port  in  Mexico  the  recruits  who  may  be  induced  to  engage  in  the 
enterprise  to  some  rendezvous  in  Arizona,  Major  Hastings  and  a  dis- 
bursing officer,  to  be  selected  by  yourself,  will  go  to  the  selected  port 
There  the  disbursing  officer  will  remain  on  some  plausible  pretext, 
while  Major  Hastings  will  proceed  to  California.'  He  is  confidezit  of 
his  ability  to  engage  500  or  more  men,  ostensibly  as  miners,  to  come 
out,  armed  and  equipped  at  their  own  expense,  and  to  report  to  the 
officer  left  in  Mexico,  on  the  pledge  that  they  will  be  paid  for  their 
arms  and  equipments  and  forwarded  to  the  point  of  rendezvous. 
They  should,  of  course,  preserve  throughout  the  character  of  a  min- 
ing association  and  be  careful  to  do  no  act  violative  of  neutrality  with 
Mexico,  or  to  so  muster  and  collect  as  to  raise  the  suspicions  of  the 
emissaries  of  the  enemy  who  may  be  in  Mexico.  When  assembled  in 
sufficient  numbers  they  will  proceed  to  Arizona  and  commence  their 
operations  for  the  seizure  and  occupation  of  the  country.  It  would 
be  well  if  men  were  procured  freely  from  California  that  some  able 
and  enterprising  officer  of  superior  rank  to  Major  Hastings  should  be 
selected  and  sent  by  you  to  command  the  expedition.  Meantime, 
when  men  begin  to  come  in  from  California  so  as  to  afford  a  reason- 
able prospect  of  success,  a  selected  few  of  them,  or  some  other  special 
agents  acquainted  with  Arizona,  should  be  sent  forward  into  that 
Territory  to  engage  co-operation  and  prepare  the  friends  of  the  South 
for  action  at  the  proper  time.  I  must  rely  on  you  to  select  the  proper 
assistants  and  officers  in  this  matter,  or  to  commit  it  to  some  officer 
on  whom  you  can  rely.  I  should  be  pleased  if  a  gentleman  of  the 
known  character  and  spirit  of  Judge  Terry  would  undertake  its  guid- 
ance. While  the  loyalty  and  general  intelligence  of  Major  Hastings 
are  appreciated,  it  is  felt  that  he  has  little  military  experience,  and  is 
rather  to  be  relied  on  to  recruit  and  get  men  from  California  than  to 
conduct  and  execute  the  whole  plan. 

You  will  give  to  Major  Hastings  full  instructions  as  to  his  course 
of  procedure.  I  cannot  well  do  so  without  knowing  how  far  yon  can 
command  means  and  may  deem  it  advisable  to  unite  others  with  him 
in  the  performance  of  his  proposed  duties.  Well  conducted,  I  believe 
the  plan  expedient  and  fea.slble,  but  much  must  depend  oa  the  discre- 
tion, intelligence,  and  enterprise  of  the  selected  agent. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War, 

*  See  propofrition  of  HaRtings,  SerieH  I,  Vol.  L,  Part  II,  p.  731. 
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[Fbbbcart  4,  IB'ii. — Foe  Vance  to  Davis,  iu  relation  to  the  publi- 
cation of  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  peace  negotiaiion»  with,  the 
enemy,  see  Ser^  I,  Vol.  LI,  Part  n,  p.  817.] 


Genkral  Obdbbs,  )       AojT.  AND  Insp.  Genkbal's  Office, 

No.  15.  ]  Sichmomly  Febnuiry  5,  18fH. 

J.  General  Orders,  No.  137,  series  of  1863,  is  hereby  revoked. 

II.  Supplies  of  provisions  in  transitu  to  arsenals,  armories,  and  ord- 
nance depots  for  the  use  of  operatives,  under  the  order  of  command- 
ing offloera  of  the  same,  will  not  be  interfered  with  by  officers  of  the 
departments. 

III.  As  the  various  railroads  of  the  Confederacy  for  the  transporta- ' 
tion  of  troops,  supplies,  and  munitions  of  war  are  under  the  control  of  , 
the  Quartermaster's  Department,  the  orders  of  commanding  generals 
and  other  officers  relating  to  such  transportation  by  railroad  will  he 
immediately  furnished  to  the  Quartermaster- General  in  order  that 
arrangements  may  be  made  in  time  to  harmonize  the  various  routes-' 
so  as  to  prevent  accident  and  dela>i9. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPEK, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral. 


CntcuijAR)  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

No.  6.    j"  Richmond^  February  5,  1^4' 

The  War  Department  having  directed  that  a  reasonable  time  be 
allowed  to  enable  agents  not  liable  to  conscription  to  be  procured  for 
service  in  the  Commissary  Department,  commandants  of  conscripts 
will  grant  details  for  sixty  days  of  persons  applied  for  in  that  depart- 
ment on  the  application  being  approved  by  the  Commissary -General. 
Such  details  will  not  be  renewable  unless  approved  by  this  Bureau. 
Copies  of  the  order  of  detail  will  be  foi-wai-ded  to  the  Bureau. 
By  order  of  Col.  John  S.  Preston,  superintendent ; 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
Assistant  Adjviant-Oeneral. 


Confederate  States  op  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  Febrtiary  5,  ISHJ^. 

His  Excellency  M.  L.  Bonham, 

Qovemor  of  South  Carolina,  Columhiay  S.  C.  : 

Sir:  I  have  received  Yonr  Excellency's  letters  of  the  l!)th  of  Decem- 
ber and  27th  of  January  last,  inclosing  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of  South  Carolina  requesting  the  Confederate  authorities  "  to  forego 
the  right  heretofore  exercised  of  shipping  cotton  and  bringing  freight 
on  the  boats  owned  by  the  Importing  and  Exporting  Company  of 
South  Carolina,  in  consequence  of  the  ownership  by  the  State  of  a  part 
of  those  boats." 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  a  response  to  the  letter  of 
Deceml^r  19  was  delayed  because  the  regulation  of  the  exportation  of 
cotton  and  other  products  was  understool  to  be  under  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress,  and  it  was  believed  in  a  brief  period  legislation 
woald  be  adopted  which  would  control  the  whole  subject,  and  either 


Digitized  by 


78 


COBBESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


dispense  with  the  necessity  of  any  arrangement  on  the  part  of  the 
Stat-e  or  express  the  conditions  on  which  such  arrangemente  should 
be  made.  An  act,  it  is  believed,  has  received  the  assent,  in  its  main 
features,  of  both  houses,  but  has  not  yet  been  so  passed  as  to  become 
law.  So  soon  as  its  terms  are  announced  some  definite  understanding 
can  be  had  with  you  on  behalf  of  your  Stat«.  Meantime,  as  I  ex- 
plained to  Mr.  Furman,  there  is  every  disposition  on  my  part  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  your  State,  and  that  any  vessel  engaged  by  the  State 
and  carrying  out  for  it  the  amount  of  cotton  required  by  others  to  be 
carried  out  for  the  Department  would  not  be  interfered  with  or 
restrained. 

Very  respectful^,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


AN  ACT  to  prohiMt  the  importation  of  InxnrieB,  or  of  articles  not  neceflBariss 

or  of  oommon  nse. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  Tiiat 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March  next  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to 
import  into  the  Confederate  States  any  brandy,  wines,  or  other  spiritit, 
or  any  other  article  specified  in  Schedule  A  of  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  revenue  from  commodities  imported  from  foreign  coun- 
tries," approved  May  twenty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-one, 
or  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  enumerated  In  Schedule  B  of 
said  act,  except  the  following  articles:  All  things  for  medicinal  pur- 
poses, camphor  refined,  pickles,  molasses,  pepper,  pimento,  clove?^. 
nutmegs,  cinnamon,  and  all  other  spices ;  soap,  castile,  Windsor,  ami 
all  other  toilet  Boape;  sugar  of  all  kinds;  syrup  of  sugar;  galloons, 
laceH,  knots,  stars,  tassels,  tresses  and  wings  of  gold  and  silver,  or 
imitations  thereof,  intended  for  uniforms  of  officers  in  the  militaiy 
or  naval  service. 

Sec.  2.  And  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  import  the  following  articles, 
enumerated  in  Schedule  C  of  said  act:  Beer,  ale,  and  porter;  xaaSs 
and  tippets,  and  all  other  manufactures  of  fur,  or  of  which  fur  shall 
be  a  component  part,  except  caps  and  hats;  carpets,  carpetings, 
hearth  rugs,  bedsides  and  other  portions  of  carpeting  of  any  kind  or 
description;  carri^es  and  parts  of  carriages;  cider  and  other  bever- 
ages not  containing  alcohol;  clocks  and  parts  of  clocks;  cotton  laces, 
cotton  insertings,  cotton  trimmings,  or  laces  of  thread  or  other  mate- 
rial; coral,  manufactured;  dolls  and  toys  of  all  kinds;  firecrackers, 
skyrockets,  Roman  candles  and  all  similar  articles  used  in  pyrotech- 
nios;  furniture,  cabinet  and  household;  glass,  colored,  seined  or 
painted;  India  matting  of  all  sorts;  jet  and  manufactures  of  jet,  aud 
imitations  thereof;  jewelry,  or  imitations  thereof;  manufactures  and 
articles  of  marble,  marble  paving  tiles,  slabs  or  blocks,  and  all  other 
marble;  matting,  China  or  other  floor  matting  and  mats  made  of 
flags,  jute  or  grass;  paper  hangings,  paper  for  walls,  and  paper  for 
screens  or  fireboards;  paving  and  roofing  tiles  and  bricks,  and  roof- 
ing slates  and  firebricks;  thread  lacings  and  insertings;  velvets  of 
all  kinds. 

Sec.  3.  And  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  import  the  following  articles 
enumerated  in  Schedule  D  of  said  act:  Angora,  Thibet  and  other 
goats'  hair,  or  mohair,  unmanufactured ;  bananas,  cocoannts,  plan- 
tains and  oranges;  cabinets  of  coins,  medals,  gems  and  collections  of 
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antiquities;  diamonds,  mosaics,  gems,  pearls,  rabies,  and  other 
precious  stones  and  imitations  thereof,  set  in  gold  or  silver  or  other 
metais;  en^avings  bound  or  unbound;  rattans  and  reeds ;  paintings 
and  statuary ;  leaf  and  unmanufactured  tobacco  and  cigars ;  or  the 
following  articles  enumerated  in  Schedule  E:  Diamonds,  cameos, 
moB&ics,  pearls,  gems,  rubies,  and  other  precious  stones  and  imita- 
tions thereof,  when  not  set. 

Sec.  4,  None  of  the  manufactures  of  metal,  designed  as  either 
household  or  personal  ornaments,  shall  be  admitted;  and  in  order  to 
confine  importations  to  articles  of  necessity  and  of  common  use,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  prescribe  the  maximum  foreign  prices 
at  which  and  within  which  importations  of  goods  manufactured 
wholly  or  partly  of  cotton,  flax,  wool,  or  of  si^  and  designed  for 
wearing;  apparel,  and  not  herein  prohibited,  may  be  made,  and 
beyond  'which  importations  thereof  shall  not  be  made:  JVovu2ed, 
That  articles  herein  allowed  to  be  imported  shall  not  be  impressed  by 
the  Government  or  its  agents  after  they  have  reached  the  Confederate 
States:  Provided  further ^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  prohibit  any  importation  for  the  use  or  account  of  the 
Confederate  States,  or  either  of  them :  Provided  further,  That  this 
act  shall  not  apply  to  any  article  or  articles  which  have  been  or  shall 
be  shipped  without  knowledge  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  before  the 
first  day  of  March  next,  but  which  shall  arrive  in  a  Confederate  port 
after  that  day. 

Skc.  5.  That  whenever  any  article  or  articles,  the  importation  of 
which  is  prohibited  by  this  act,  shall,  after  the  first  day  of  March 
next,  be  imported  into  the  Confederate  States  contrary  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  or  shall,  after  said  first  day  of  March 
next,  be  pat  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel,  boat,  raft  or  carriage,  with 
the  intention  of  importing  the  same  into  the  Confederate  States,  all 
such  articles,  as  well  as  all  other  articles  on  board  the  same  ship  or 
-^-essel,  boat,  raft  or  carriage,  belonging  to  the  owner  of  such  pro- 
hibited articles,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  owner  thereof  shall,  more- 
over, forfeit  and  pay  double  the  value  of  such  articles. 

Sec.  6.  If  any  article  or  articles,  the  importation  of  which  is  pro- 
hibited by  this  act  shall,  nevertheless,  be  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel, 
boat,  raft  or  carriage,  arriving  after  said  first  day  of  March  next  in 
the  Confederate  States,  and  shall  be  omitted  in  the  manifest,  report 
or  entry  of  the  master,  or  the  person  having  the  charge  or  command 
of  such  ^ip  or  vessel,  boat,  raft  or  carriage,  or  shall  be  omitted  in 
the  entry  of  the  goods  owned  by  the  owner,  or  comigned  to  the  con- 
Bi^^ee  of  such  articles,  or  shall  be  imported  or  landed,  or  attempted 
to  be  imported  or  landed,  without  a  permit,  the  same  penalties,  fines 
and  forfeitures  shall  be  incurred,  and  may  be  recovered  as  in  the  case 
of  similar  omission  or  omissions,  landing,  importation,  or  attempt  to 
land  or  import,  in  relation  to  articles  liable  to  duties  on  their  impor- 
tation into  the  Confederate  States. 

SsC.  7.  Every  collector,  naval  ofllcer,  surveyor,  or  other  oflScer  of 
the  customs  shall  have  the  like  power  and  authority  to  seize  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported  contrary  to  the  intent  and  meaning 
at  this  act*  to  keep  the  same  in  custody  until  it  shall  have  been  ascer- 
tained whether  the  same  have  been  forfeited  or  not,  and  to  enter  any 
ship  or  vewel,  dwelling-house,  store,  building  or  other  place,  for  the 
purpose  of  searching  for  and  seizing  any  such  goods,  wares  and 
Dierchandise  which  he  or  they  now  have  by  law,  in  relation  to  goods, 
wares  and  merchandise,  subject  to  duty;  and  if  any  person  or  persons 


80 


CORRESPOKDEKCE,  ETC. 


shall  conceal  or  buy  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  knowing  them 
to  be  liable  to  seizure  by  this  act,  such  person  or  persons  shall,  on 
conviction  thereof,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  double  the  amount  or  value 
of  the  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  so  concealed  or  purchased. 

Sec.  8.  The  following  additional  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  taken 
by  masters  or  persons  having  charge  or  command  of  any  ship  or  vessel 
arriving  at  any  port  of  the  Confederate  States  after  said  firat  day  of 
March  next,  viz:  "  I  further  swear  (or  affirm)  that  there  are  Twt,  to  the 
hesi  of  my  knowledge  and  beliefs  on  hoard  (insert  the  denomination  and 
name  of  the  vessel)  any  pootfe,  wares  or  merchandise^  the  importation 
of  which  into  the  Confederate  States  is  prohibited  hy  law;  and  I  do 
furtlier  swear  (or  affirm)  thai  if  I  shall  hereafter  discover  or  know  of 
any^  such  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  on  hoard  of  the  said  ve^dy  or 
which  shcM.  have  been  imported  in  the  same,  I  wtU  immediatdy,  and 
w  itho  ut  delay,  make  due  report  thereof  to  the  collector  of  the  port  of  thv 
district. " 

Sec.  9,  After  said  first  day  of  March  next,  importers,  consignees  or 
agents,  at  the  time  of  entering  goods  into  the  Confederate  States,  shall 
take  the  following  additional  oath,  viz:  "J  also  swear  (or  affirm)  thai 
there  are  not,  i-o  tlie  hest  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  amongst  the  said 
goods,  wares  or  mercliandise,  imjyorted  or  consigned  as  aforesaid, 
any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  the  importation  of  which  into  the 
Confederaie  States  is  prohibited  by  law;  and  I  do  fwrffier  swear  (or 
affirm)  that  if  I  shall  hereafter  discover  any  such  goods,  wares  or 
merchandise,  among  the  said  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  imparts 
or  consigned  as  afyresaid,  J  tmU  immediately  and  without  delay  r«^ort 
the  same  to  the  collector  of  this  district** 

Sec.  10.  All  x>enaUie8  and  forfeitures  arising  under  this  act,  maybe 
Kued  for  and  recovered,  and  shall  be  distribute  and  accounted  for,  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage;"  and  such  x>enaltics 
and  forfeitures  may  be  examined,  mitigated  or  remitted,  in  lilte 
manner  and  under  the  like  conditions,  regulations,  and  restrictions 
as  ave  prescribed,  authorized  and  directed,  by  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or  remitting  the  forfeitures,  penalties 
and  disabilities  accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned. 

Sec.  11.  That  this  act  shall  expire  on  the  day  of  the  ratification  of 
a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  United  States. 

Approved  February  6,  1864. 


A  BILL  to  impose  regrnlations  n^Km  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  provide  for  the  pnblic  defense. 

Whereas,  the  Confederate  States  are  engaged  In  a  war,  tipon  the 
successful  issue  of  which  depend  the  integrity  of  their  social  system, 
the  form  of  their  ciTilization,  the  security  of  life  and  property  within 
their  limits,  as  well  as  their  existence  as  sovereign  and  independent 
States;  and  whereas,  the  condition  of  the  contest  demands  that  they 
should  call  into  requisition  whatever  resources  of  men  and  money 
they  have,  for  the  support  of  their  cause  and  to  faithfully  administer 
the  same:  Therefore,  as  a  part  of  the  system  of  the  public  defense— 

Hie  Congress  of  the  Confederaie  States  of  America  do  enacts  That- 
t.he  exportation  of  cotton,  tobacco,  military  and  naval  stores,  sugar, 
molasses  and  rice  from  the  Confederate  States,  and  from  all  plaices 
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in  the  ocenpation  of  their  trooi>s,  is  prohibited,  except  under  such 
nniform  regulations  as  shall  be  made  hy  the  President  of  the  Confed- 
erate States. 

Sec.  2.  niat  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  put,  place  or  load,  on 
board  any  ship,  steam-boat,  or  A'essel,  or  any  other  water  craft,  or 
into  any  wagon,  cart,  carriage,  or  other  vehicle,  for  conveyance  or 
transportation  tx^yond  the  Confederate  States,  or  into  any  portion  of 
the  said  States  occupied  by  the  enemy,  any  of  the  articles  mentioned 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  or  shall  collect  the  same  for  the  purpose 
of  being  convoyed  or  transported,  contrary  to  the  prohibitipn  afore- 
said, within  the  Confe<lerate  States  or  beyond  them,  the  said  articles, 
and  the  ship,  Imat,  or  other  water  craft,  wagon,  cart,  carriage,  or 
other  vehicle,  with  the  slaves  and  animals  that  may  be  enaployed  or 
collected  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  therein,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  all 
persons,  their  aiders  and  abettors,  on  conviction  of  being  interested 
or  concerned  in  the  enterprise,  shall  be  deemed  to  l>e  guilty  of  a  high 
misdemeanor,  and  punishable  by  such  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  botlt, 
as  the  court  may  impose. 

Sec.  3.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  put  on  board  any  ship,  boat, 
vessel  or  other  water  craft,  or  upon  any  wagon,  cart,  carriage,  or 
other  vehicle,  for  transportation  or  conveyance  as  aforesaid,  any  of 
the  articles  aforesaid,  unless  a  permit  be  previously  obtained  from 
some  officer  of  the  Confederate  States,  specially  authorized  to  grant 
the  same,  particularly  describing  the  articles  thus  t-o  be  laden^  and 
the  ship,  boat,  vessel,  water  craft,  wagon,  carriage,  cart,  or  other 
*  vehicle,  on  which  the  same  is  to  be  transported,  and  until  bond  shall 
be  given  that  the  same  shall  1>e  conveyed  and  transporte<l  to  the 
place  of  destination,  under  such  conditions  and  regulations,  and  for 
such  objects  as  shall  \te  prescribed  by  the  President  under  the  first 
stMition  of  tliis  act. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  collectors  of  all  the  districts  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and  such  other  officers  as  may  l>e  designat-ed  by  the  President 
of  the  Confederate  States,  shall  have  power  and  autliority  to  t^ke 
into  their  custody  any  of  the  articles  before  mentioned  found  on  any 
ship,  boat,  or  other  water  craft,  when  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
they  are  intended  for  exportation,  or  when  in  vessels,  carts,  or 
wagons,  or  any  other  carriage  or  vehicle  whatsoever,  or,  in  any 
manner,  apparently  on  their  way  towards  the  territories  of  a  foreign 
nation,  or  towards  the  territory  of  the  Confederate  States  in  the  occu- 
pancy of  the  TJnitod  States,  or  the  vicinity  thereof,  or  towards  a  place 
whence  such  articles  are  intended  to  be  exported,  and  not  to  permit 
the  same  to  bo  removed  until  bond  shall  be  given,  with  satisfactory 
sureties,  that  no  violation  of  thin  act,  and  the  regulations  under  the 
same,  is  intended. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  powers  granted  by  this  act  to  the  revenue  or  other 
officers  of  the  Confederate  States  under  this  act  to  allow  or  refuse 
exportation  of  the  articles  before  mentioned,  or  for  the  seizure  or 
detention  of  any  of  the  said  articles,  shall  be  exercised  in  conformity 
with  such  instructions  as  the  President  may  give  through  the  Depart- 
ments of  War  and  of  the  Treasury,  which  instructions  may  impose 
conditions  to  the  destination  and  sale  of  the  same,  and  the  investment 
of*tbe  proceeds  of  the  same,  or  a  portion  thereof,  in  military  or  other 
supplies  for  the  public  service,  which  instructions  such  officers  shall 
be  bonnd  to  obey;  and  if  any  action  or  suit  shall  bo  brought  against 
any  stich  officer  or  officers,  or  their  agents,  he  or  they  may  plead  the 
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general  issue,  and  upon  proof  of  a  compliance  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  or  of  the  regulations  and  instructions  of  the  President,  he  or 
they  shall  be  absolved  from  all  responsibility  therefor;  and  any  per- 
son aggrieved  by  any  of  the  acts  of  any  of  the  officers  or  agents  afore- 
said, may  file  his  petition  before  the  district  court  of  the  district  in 
which  such  officer  or  agent  r^ides,  and  after  due  notice  to  him,  and 
to  the  district  attorney,  the  said  court  may  proceed  summarily  to  hear 
and  determine  thereupon  as  law  and  justice  may  require,  and  the 
judgment  of  the  said  court,  and  the  reasons  therefor,  shall  he  filed 
among  the  records  of  the  court.  And  in  case  any  release  shall  be 
granted,  the  judge  may  impose  such  conditions  as  to  giving  bond  and 
security  as  may,  in  his  opinion,  be  necessary  to  secure  this  act  from 
violation,  and  in  case  of  refusal,  may  impose  double  or  treble  costs 
ui>on  the  petitioner,  if  the  circumstances  warrant  it:  Provided,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  Confederate 
States,  or  any  of  them,  from  exporting  any  of  the  articles  herein 
enumerated,  on  their  own  account. 

SBC.  6.  That  exclusive  jurisdiction  is  conferred  upon  the  district 
courts  of  the  Confederate  States,  of  all  suits  or  actions  that  may  arise 
under  this  act  in  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States,  its  officers  and 
agents,  for  the  recovery  of  all  fines,  p>enalties  and  forfeitures,  imposed 
in  the  same,  by  indictment,  information  or  action,  according  to  the 
practice  of  the  court,  and  the  distribution  of  the  penalties  and  fines 
shall  be  made,  under  and  according  to  the  laws  now  in  force  for  viola- 
tion of  the  revenue  acts;  and  all  laws  for  the  mitigation  and  remit- 
tance of  penalties  and  forfeitures  shall  be  applied  in  similar  cases. 

Sec.  7;  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President,  or  such  officers  as 
he  may  designate,  to  employ  any  portion  of  the  military  or  naval 
forces  of  the  Confederacy,  or  of  we  militia,  to  prevent  the  illegal 
departure  of  any  ship,  vessel  or  other  water  craft,  or  for  detaining, 
taking  possession  of,  and  keeping  in  custody  the  same,  or  any  wagon, 
cart,  or  other  vehicle  hereinbefore  mentioned,  their  teams  and  drivers, 
and  their  products  aforenaid,  and  to  suppress  and  disperse  any  assem- 
bly of  persons  who  may  resist  the  execution  of  this  act,  or  oppose  the 
fulfillment,  by  the  officers,  of  the  duties  imposed  by  the  same. 

Sec.  8.  That  this  act  shall  expire  on  the  day  of  the  ratification  of  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  United  States. 

Approved  February  0,  18(i4. 


AN  ACT  to  prohibit  dealing  in  the  paper  corrracy  of  the  enemy. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enacts  That 
no  broker,  banker,  or  dealer  in  exchange,  or  person  concerned  in 
trade  as  a  merchant,  or  vender  of  merchandise  of  any  description,  or 
any  other  person,  except  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  shall  buy,  sell, 
take,  circulate,  or  in  any  manner  trade  in  any  paper  currency  of  the 
United  States:  Provided,  That  the  purchase  of  postage  stamps  nhall 
not  be  considered  a  violation  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  That  any  person  violating  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be 
subject  to  indictment  and  prosecution  in  the  Confederate  court  holden 
for  the  district  in  which  the  offense  was  committed,  and  simll,  upon 
conviction,  forfeit  the  amount  so  bought,  sold,  circulated  or  used,  or 
a  sum  equal  thereto;  and  shall  be,  more ver,  subject  to  a  fine  of  not 
more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  nor  less  than  five  hundred,  and 
be  imprisoned  not  less  than  three  months,  nor  more  than  three  years. 
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at  the  discretion  of  said  court;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  judfies 
of  the  several  Confederate  courts  to  give  this  act  specially  in  charge 
to  the  grand  jury. 

S£C.  3.  That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  apply  to  any  person 
acting  in  behalf  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States,  by 
special  authority  from  the  President,  or  any  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments. 

Approved  February  6,  1864. 


C!ONFEDBRATB  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WaB  DePT., 

Ordnance  Bureau, 
Richmondy  February  6,  1864* 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  have  the  honor  to  say,  in  reply  to  the  commtinication  of  His 
ExceUency  the  Governor  of  Florida,*  relating  to  arms,  which  was 
referred  to  this  Bureau  for  attention,  that  on  the  5th  of  September, 
1863,  an  order  was  made  on  the  Augusta  Arsenal  for  2,000  Austrian 
rifles  and  100,000  rounds. of  ammunition,  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Columbus  Arsenal  for  issue  to  General  H.  Cobb.  At  the  same  time 
by  my  direction  a  letter  was  written  to  Major  Humphreys,  command- 
ing the  Columbus  Arsenal,  requesting  him  to  issue  the  arms  sent  to 
his  arsenal  on  requisition  approved  by  Greneral  Cobb,  as  "the  Presi- 
dent thinks  it  better  that  these  arms  should  be  issued  through  Gen- 
eral Cobb,  rather  than  Governor  Milton."  In  regard  to  tiie  wipers, 
they  oonld  have  been  supplied  at  any  time  upon  requisition.  On  the 
1st  of  February  a  requisition  from  Maj.  G.  W.  Scott,  commanding 
the  Fifth  Florida  Battalion  Cavalry,  approved  by  Governor  Milton 
and  the  commanding  general  of  the  department,  was  referred  to  Major 
Humphreys,  commanding  C.  S.  arsenal,  Columbus,  with  instructions 
to  supply  the  cavalry  equipments.  Orders  were  also  made  on  the 
Richmond  and  Macon  Arsenals  to  furnish  all  the  musketoons  on  hand, 
which  will  number  300  or  upward. 

BespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GORGAS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Ordnance. 

Mkmokandum. — lepers  are  forwarded  to  the  Quartermaster-General. 

LlndoiMnent.] 

February  10, 1864. 
tiefc  this, with  Governor  Milton's  letter,  be  referred  to  Major  Barton. 

J.  A.  S., 

Secretary. 


rvKKERALt  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General*s  Office, 

ITo.  16.         J  Bichmondj  February  6,  186J^ 

I.  The  Bureau  of  Conscription  affoi-ds  adequate  means  for  bringing 
into  servi<»  persons  liable  to  military  duty;  and  all  authorities  given 
prior  to  December  1,  1863,  to  raise  troops  from  men  not  within  the 
lines  of  the  enemy,  or  to  recruit  for  any  particular  command  in  the 
field,  are  hereby  revoked. 

*Seep.  4S. 
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11.  Recruits  enlisted  by  authority  for  now  (•oinpanieH  which  have 
not  at  thia  time  seventy-two  non-commissioned  olficers  and  privates 
actually  mustered  upon  the  rolls  will  be  turned  over  to  the  Bureau 
of  Conscription  and  allowed  to  select  any  infantry  company  they 
may  prefer,  under  the  provisions  of  paragraph  II,  General  Orders, 
No.  7.  1864. 

-  in.  Persons  acting  under  authorities  to  enlist  men  for  new  com- 
panies, either  without  or  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  granted  since 
Ist  of  December,  1863,  will  at  once  report  to  the  commanding  general 
of  the  department  in  which  they  may  be  copies  of  such  authority,  with 
a  statement  of  the  number  of  men  enrolled  by  them;  and  without 
further  authorization  from  such  commanders,  their  power  will  expire 
at  the  end  of  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  this  order. 

IV.  The  preceding  orders  are  not  intended  to  have  any  oifect  in  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

V.  Commandants  of  posts  and  officers  of  the  Conscription  Bureau 
will  enforce  this  order. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPEK. 
Adjutant  ami  Tmpt^ctor  Generttl. 


Headquartbbs  Army  of  Northb^  ViR<iiNiA, 

February  S,  1&'04. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond^  Va.: 

Sm:  The  present  decision  of  the  Department  on  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  April  16,  1862,  section  10,  seems  to  lie 
that  an  officer  or  private  can  only  be  promoted  for  valor  and  skill  lo 
a  vacancy  in  his  own  company.  This  limits  the  promotions  for  valor 
and  skill  to  such  an  extent  that  it  renders  the  law  almost  a  dead 
letter.  I  would  earnestly  recommend  that  if  this  is  the  true  inter- 
pretation of  the  law  that  it  be  modified  so  as  to  permit  promotions  on 
this  account  to  any  company  or  regiment  from  the  same  State,  or  at 
least  to  any  company  in  the  regiment  to  which  the  private  or  officer 
belongs.  It  is  very  important  to  increase  the  number  of  these,  pro- 
motions and  to  render  them  more  certain.  In  the  coming  campaign 
we  should  use  every  incentive  to  acts  of  daring  and  skillful  and  brave 
conduct  on  the  part  of  officers  and  men. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  "hi.  IjEjE, 

Oeneral. 


Bureau  of  Subsistence, 

February  8,  I864. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War; 
Sir:  The  letters  of  Messrs.  Isaac  Shelby  and  Charles  F.  Johnson, 
dated  22d  of  January,  in  which  they  propose  to  exchange  meat  for 
cotton,  referred  by  you  to  Colonel  Northrop  for  ''consideration  and 
report"  and  by  him  to  me,  has  been  considered.  For  reasons  which 
will  appear  in  the  sequel  I  submit  the  report  directly  to  you,  a  fact 
known  to  and  approved  by  Colonel  Northrop.    I  have  made  so  many 
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reports  in  such  cases  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  them  here  further 
than  to  i^y  this,  that  I  would  never  hesitate  to  make  such  contracts 
whenever  they  can  bo  arranged  so  as  not  to  conflict  with  others  of  the 
same  sort,  or  with  a  different  policy. 

But  I  sliould  be  derelict  in  my  duty  as  a  citizen  if  I  failed  to  urge 
your  attention  to  another  class  of  considerations  growing  out  of  such 
proposals.  They  are  more  particularly  the  Tesnlt  of  inflections  grow- 
ing ont  of  a  contract  which  I  recently  made  under  your  orders  with 
Mr.  Beverly  Tncfeer.  The  present  time  seems  propitious  for  the  com- 
mencement of  negotiations  with  one  or  more  of  the  factions  or  part.ies 
in  the  United  States  with  a  view  to  give  us  an  influence  upon  their 
affairs.  The  granting  or  apparent  granting  of  a  contract  for  various 
army  «iupplies,  wide  enough  in  its  scope  to  embrace  many  interests  and 
lai^e  enough  to  tempt  cupidity  or  venality,  appears  to  be  the  best 
cover  to  approaches  for  that  purpose,  and  a  liberal  compensation  in 
cotton  offers  to  them  the  most  tempting  as  to  us  the  cheapest  and  most 
available  medium  of  payment.  It  is  true  that  a  good  many  contracts 
looking  to  the  mere  procurement  of  supplies  in  limited  quantities 
through  the  blockade  have  been  made  with  various  parties  and  that 
none  of  them  have  obtained  provisions;  but,  in  my  judgment,  this 
has  been  because  all  these  Contracts  have  been  limited  in  amount  and 
distributed  among  many  individuals.  Ilad  they  been  wider,  larger, 
and  more  concentrated,  I  Uiink  the  result  would  have  been  very  dif- 
ferent. If  th^  can  be  now  made  and  connected  with  diplomatic 
movements  judiciously  conducted  I  am  sanguine  that  they  will  not 
fail  of  a  happy  and  probably  an  altogether  successful  issue. 

Watching  the  expression  of  opinion  op  both  sides  in  this  war,  I  have 
))een  surprised  at  the  absence  of  all  speculation  as  to  its  ulterior  effects 
upon  the  parties.  We  look  merely  to  our  own  unhappy  condition  in 
the  event  of  subjugation;  they  contemplate  only  emancipation,  con- 
fiscation, and  extermination.  To  my  mind  certain  fixed  consequences 
of  great  moment  are  snggested  beyond  these. 

The  first  is  the  depopulation  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States.  * 
Slavery  once  destroyed,  actually  or  in  near  prospect,  that  result  is  j 
inevitable.    Their  soldiers  alone,  with  their  families  and  dependents,  \ 
amounting  to  2,000,000  or  3,000,000,  would  take  instant  possession  of 
their  share  of  the  spoils  and  the  rest  would  follow  at  no  great  distance ; 
for  if  the  K^orthwest,  with  its  rich  soil  but  inhospitable  climate,  remote- 
ness from  market,  and  all  the  disadvantages  of  newness,  can  draw 
annual  swarms  of  immigrants,  who  can  i-esist  the  climate,  soil,  and  _ 
produetivenessof  theSouth?   And  when  the  labor  is  transferred  what  t 
shall  prevent  this  most  mechanical  people  from  placing  with  all  con- 
venient speed  their  mills  and  workshops  in  juxtaposition  to  products 
which  are  now  transported  to  them  over  wide  spaces? 

But  all  this  must  produce  violent  present  dislocation  and  probable 
future  dismemberment.  Instant  stability  cannot  follow  such  changes 
nor  be  established,  if  ever,  until  long  years  after  this  generation  shall 
have  passed  away.  Northern  capital  will  have  been  stranded  by  the 
ebb  of  the  labor  on  which  it  floats,  and  a  sweeping  confiscation  at  the 
Sonth  will  have  operated  not  only  a  sure  destruction  of  present 
industry,  but  a  bar  to  the  success  of  its  substitute.  The  spirit  of  the 
South  will  have  been  banished  or  extirpated,  and  even  the  dregs  that 
remain  will  ferment  in  ceaseless  irritation. 

On  either  flank,  in  Canada  and  in  Mexico,  hordes  of  desperate  ref-  / 
ngoes  will  hover  and  perpetually  stimulate  England  and  France  to  / 
war  in  coalition  against  a  power  ovei^rrown,  flushed  with  conquest, 
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and  arrogant  from  snocess.  Nor  will  the  task  of  [>ersnasion  be 
arduous  as  a^inst  a  western  rival  whose  democratic  principles  and 
Bnssian  sympathies  do  really  appear  to  threaten  civilization  with 
both  alternatives  of  Napoleon's  prediction,  and  to  make  Europe 
"Cossack  and  republican"  in  less  than  his  "sixty  years."  That 
influences  of  this  kind,  fostered  by  apprehension,  on  the  one  hand, 
provoked  by  intemperance  on  the  other,  may  be  successfully  applied 
is  plain  to  all  who  know  the  part,  either  open  or  secret,  that  was 
played  by  French  refugees  in  the  politics  of  Europe  during  the  wars 
of  the  French  Revolution,  or  who  recollect  that  all  those  wars  were 
based  and  prosecuted  on  conservative  grounds.  They  will  be  assisted 
also  by  internal  dissensions.  The  difficulties  and  conflicts  that  must 
come  from  exterminating  the  negro,  which  upon  this  continent  is  the 
only  mode  of  exterminating  slavery,  will  combine  with  the  discontent 
of  the  Southern  pariah  and  the  extravagances  of  labor  uncontrolled 
by  capital  to  protract  and  intensify  the  double  exhaustion  incident  to 
emigration  and  change  of  system. 

And  finally,  the  restrictions  on  trade,  which  are  a  necessary  feature 
of  Yankee  polity,  and  by  which  they  will  endeavor,  as  heretofore,  to 
cripple  or  tributize  the  industry  of  all  but  themselves,  must  make 
them  enemies  of  all  who  are  or  would  become  their  rivals  in  ti-ade. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  declare  that  England  and  France,  not  less  in 
self-defense  than  in  a  spirit  of  aggrandizement,  will  be  compelled  to 
dismember  the  United  States  if  we  shall  fail  to  do  so.  The  tempta- 
tion to  do  it,  at  least  to  the  extent  of  her  Pacific  territory,  is  fairly 
irresistible.  That,  at  least,  they  can  part  between  themselves,  or 
establish  as  a  protectorate  and  thus  destroy  the  most  formidable  com- 
petitor for  that  Asiatic  trade  which  has  been  for  centuries  the  goal  of 
nations. 

If  these  views  are  sound  I  should  think  ifnot  difficult  to  impress 
them  upon  the  North  with  the  force  of  conviction.  After  that  it 
might  be  easy  to  go  further  and  persuade  them  to  think,  what  is 
indeed  very  true,  that  if  wo  succeed  the  only  means  to  prevent  injuo" 
to  themselves  will  be  the  continuance  and  even  the  enlargement  of 
slavery.  That  alone  is  the  barrier  to  the  drain  of  wealth  and  labor, 
which  upon  the  dismemberment  of  the  Union  will  else  precipitate 
itself  upon  our  organized  society. 

The  present  seems  to  be  the  proper  time  for  the  commencement 
of  negotiations  for  other  reasons.  I  have  never  doubted  the  sym- 
pathy of  Napolepn  with  our  struggle.  I  have  had  a  private  reason 
for  it,  and  have  concluded  that  he  only  wanted  a  proper  opportunity 
to  manifest  it.  Now  his  interests  and  ours  approach  more  nearly 
every  day.  They  must  become  identical  if  Mexico  is  ruled  by  Max- 
imilian. The  decision  of  that  question  approaches.  If  we  are  rec<^- 
nized  and  the  United  States  shall  resent  it,  she  has  a  war  on  hand 
with  two  powers  when  she  has  proven  herself  at  least  not  more  than 
equal  to  one.  If  she  shall  not  resent  it,  then,  a  fortiori,  she  will  noi 
resent  our  recognition  by  stronger  powers,  and  our  revolution  will 
have  been  accomplished.  The  intervening  period,  one  of  doubt  to 
them  at  least,  if  not  to  us,  is  critical,  and  we  should  improve  it.  If 
we  can  attain  our  object  before  or  without  intervention  or  reot^- 
nition,  our  prestige  will  be  by  so  much  the  greater,  not  less  if  we  can 
use  the  apprehension  of  it  to  the  same  end. 

The  political  condition  of  the  United  States  is  now  favorable  for 
diplomacy.  There  are  now  there  four  parties,  actually  or  in  embryo— 
the  Abolition,  the  Hilitary,  the  Democratic,  and  the  Conservative. 
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Ahead  of  them  all  in  violence  of  action  and  audacity  of  speculation 
are  the  Abolitionists.  The  Democrats  and  Conservatives  must  view 
them  with  dislike  and  distrust.  With  scarcely  more  favor  will  they 
eontemplate  the  probable  ascendancy  of  military  interlopers,  who, 
with  as  much  selfishness  as  professed  politicians  and  less  knowledge  of 
or  respect  for  political  principles,  are  likely  to  consult  only  what  their 
instincts  as  adventurers  shall  indicate  as  their  personal  interests. 

Personal  ambition,  not  less  than  an  apprehension  of  such  conse- 
quences as  I  have  rapidly  sketched,  will  stimulate  the  Conservatives 
and  the  Democrats  to  resist  men  whose  success  will  not  only  bring 
personal  defeat  to  themselves,  but  the  disasters  of  innovation  upon 
the  country.  But  to  take  and  hold  their  ground  against  these 
agitators  and  adventurers  they  must  have  money.  Men  they  will 
then  get  in  abundance.  I  make  here  no  account  of  Yankee  venality. 
But  when  I  see  all  men  at  the  North  refusing  to  volunteer  (except  a 
part  of  those  who  are  already  in  anus),  and  using  every  device  to 
avoid  a  draft  which  may  yet  include  them,  I  know  that  a  large 
majority  must  be  peace  men  at  heart,  and  only  want  a  proper  organi- 
zation to  range  themselves  openly  in  a  peace  party  of  such  extent  and 
power  as  will  demoralize  the  Army  and  paralyze  Mr.  Lincoln. 

Bat  money  is  usually  necessary  to  political  organizations.  It  is 
always*  necessary  at  the  North.  Now  especially  they  must  have  it  in 
sums  suflBcient  to  counteract  what  jobbers  and  army  contractors  can 
spare  from  their  large  gains  to  subsidize  editors  and  leaders  of  the 
war  and  Al>olition  parties. 

Possibly  the  speculations  I  have  advanced  will  not  find  a  lodgment 
in  the  minds  of  the  North,  who,  whether  as  statesmen  or  citizens, 
may  not  look  quite  so  far  ahead.  If  so,  we  lack  not  ttie  means  of 
appealing  to  their  love  of  money,  power,  and  material  advancement. 
The  accumulation  of  cotton  and  cotton  fabrics,  which  has  hitherto 
enabled  the  world  to  stand  aloof  from  this  war,  is  now  nearly 
exhausted.  As  was  to  have  been  expected,  the  dearth  of  cotton  has 
not  been  compensated  by  increased  Eastern  production;  for  what  16 
has  cost  us  nearly  a  centurj*  of  steady  industry  to  reach  could  not 
be  arrived  at  by  mere  price  in  three  years,  especially  in  a  country 
like  India.  Cotton  now  sells  for  about  six  times  its  average  peace 
price  in  gold.  Tlie  articles  for  which  we  would  barter  it  do  not  in 
any  item  exceed  twice  their  peace  prices;  and  if  they  reach  so  much 
it  is  only  because  of  the  inflation  of  Federal  currency.  To  the  North- 
em  operator  who  can  pay  for  cotton  in  exports  it  must  be  very 
valuable.  Gold  is  really  getting  scarce  with  them  because  it  is 
getting  scarce  in  England;  scarce  there  because  gold  now  goes  to 
India  to  buy  cotton,  but  does  not  return;  it  is  buried  there.  Hence 
the  rise  of  interest  in  the  Bank  of  England.  But  formerly  she  used 
to  purchase  cotton  with  exports  mainly  sent  to  us.  The  advantage 
of  sucli  mode  of  payment  is  now  six  times  as  great  as  it  used  to  l>e. 
This  is  the  trne  measure  of  the  amount  of  subsidy  that  can  bo  offered 
in  money  value.  It  cannot  be  had  as  cheaply  by  arms;  still  other 
inducements  can  be  held  out,  among  them  a  liberal  commercial 
treaty. 

To  the  West  upon  condition  of  severance  from  the  United  States  still 
greater  attractions  may  he  offered.  All  the  above,  free  trade  with  the 
Lower  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  and  to  the  whole,  or  a  part  of 
them,  the  prospect,  not  remote,  of  an  incorporation  into  the  Southern 
Confederacy  upon  the  basis  of  slavery.  The  purchase  of  their 
officers,  both  civil  and  military,  and  of  all  grades,  is  not  difficult. 
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if  what  I  hear  be  true.  And  under  sufficient  instigation  their 
armiea  can  he  split  and  dflmoralized.  A  simple  resolution  in  the 
platform  of  a  strong  party  in  favor  of  pensioning  those  and  onl}' 
those  who  shall  have  served  a  given  length  upon  a  modicum  of  land 
in  the  Northwest  would  shake  their  army  to  pieces;  or  such  other 
devices  as  themselves  might  conceive  would  do  that  work. 

But  I  decline  to  follow  a  subject  so  fruitful  in  diplomatic  themes. 
Our  own  condition  would  seem  to  require  the  effort.  1  liave  good 
reason  to  think  that  the  spirit  of  Congress  as  a  whole  is  not  heroic, 
and  reverses  in  the  spring  may  cause  more  defection  than  Ls  now 
anticix)ated.  North  Carolina,  better  indeed  than  she  is  reported, 
is  yet  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition.  There  certainlj'  is  not  meat 
enough  in  our  limits  to  feed  both  army  and  people  at  half  their 
customary  rates,  and  starvation  is  the  parent  of  mutiny  and  discon- 
tent. The  corn  for  General  Lee's  army  is  now  mainly  obtained  from 
beyond  the  limits  of  Virginia,  and  nearly  all  his  subsistence  depends 
ttpon  the  integrity  of  the  road  from  Weldon  to  Petersburg. 

These  things  and  many  more  that^are  too  well  known  to  you  for 
recital,  are  potent  persuasives  to  ward  off  by  diplomacy  blows  which 
may  not  be  averted  by  battle;  which  may  indeed  be  struck  in  the 
dark  by  traitors  bought  with  Federal  gold. 

It  may  have  been  chivalrous  in  the  commencement  of  this'war  to 
decline  the  use  of  means  which  all  the  time  the  enemy  have  successfully 
employed  against  us;  means  by  which,  I  l>elieve,  they  gained  Ken- 
tucky and  wrenched  Missouri  from  us;  means  by  which  I  am  certain 
they  are  now  trying  to  detach  North  Carolina  through  the  intimacy 
that  has  always  existed  between  Mr.  Holden  and  Governor  Johnson,  of 
Tennessee,  but  to  continue  this  dignified  course  any  longer  appears  to 
me  to  be  romantic.  The  character  which  the  war  has  long  since 
assumed  justifies,  in  my  judgment,  a  resort  to  much  more  questionable 
measures  than  I  have  suggested,  which  are  in  fact  among  the  com- 
monest expedients  of  hostilities. 

I  do  not  thinlr  it  necessary  to  give  herein  the  details  of  the  plan  I 
propose,  which  are  necessarily  imperfect  and  outlinear.  I  prefer  in 
any  case  to  leave  them  to  other  and  abler  hands.  But  if  the  above  is 
approved  to  the  extent  that  it  shall  bo  made  ground  of  ac'tiou,  and 
you  shall  desire  it,  I  will  submit  them  hereafter  for  your  consid- 
eration. 

I  trust  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  suggesting  that  if  attempted  the 
condition  of  our  supplies  and  the  political  condition  of  the  North 
demand  speedy  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  G.  RUFPIN, 
jAeiUenant-Calon£l  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


General  Orders,  )      Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 


I.  Paragraph  VI,  General  Orders,  No.  8,  current  series,  is  amended 
thus: 

Commutation  of  rations,  at  $1  per  diem,  will  bo  allowed  paroled 
unexchanged  prisoners  on  furlough.  This  order  to  take  effect  from 
the  Ist  of  January,  1B64.  The  officer  paying  the  accounts  will  indorse 
on  the  furlough  the  date  and  length  of  time  for  which  payment  has 
been  made. 


No.  17. 


Richnwnd,  February  8,  2864. 
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II.  Paragraph  II,  Qeneral  Orders,  No.  97,  serius  18({2,  in  aimMule<1 
thas: 

Officers  and  agents  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  are  hereby 
ordered  not  to  interfere  with  leather  or  hides  purchased  or  eontractetl 
for  by  officers  or  agents  of  the  Ordnance  Department. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
A^piitmt  mid  Inspector  QenertiL 


BuBBAU  OF  Subsistence, 

Richmond^  Febrttary  ISOJf. 

CoL  L.  B.  NORTHBOP, 

Commissary-  Qeneral  : 

Colonel.  :  I  have  to  report  the  receipt  of  late  services  from  Maj. 
W.  H.  Smith,  commissary  of  sulwisteuce,  on  inspection  duty  in  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  in  which  encouraging  accounts 
are  given  of  the  ability  of  the  latter  State  to  meet  our  wants  fully 
with  breadstufib,  and  partially  with  meat,  if  the  system  inaugurated 
for  supplying  General  Johnston's  army  be  vigorously  carried  out,  viz, 
drawing  supplies  from  Northern  G(eorgia  and  Alabama,  and  relieving 
Major  Allen's  district  in  Southwest  Georgia,  and  if  the  required 
reforms  in  the  management  of  railroad  transportation  are  at  once 
adopted.  Major  Smith  cites  numerous  and  flagrant  abusos  to  wliich 
this  important  arm  of  the  public  defense  has  been  and  is  constantly 
8ubjecte*i,  showing  that  the  Government  is  deprived  of  many  facili- 
ties by  the  cupidity  of  railroad  companies  and  the  corruption  of  agents 
iiud  employes,  who  regard  their  personal  interests  as  paramount  to 
all  other  considerations.  The  official  report  of  the  Ciiarlotte  and 
South  Carolina  road  exhibits  the  following  statement  of  receipts: 
From  the  Confederate  States,  »336,603;  private  freight,  ♦270,544; 
Sonthem  Express  Company,  (186,281;  the  latter  paying  one-half 
88  mU(di  as  the  Government^  illustrating  beyond  disputo  that  the 
amount  of  transportation  controlled  by  this  company  Ls  greatly 
beyond  what  they  are  legitimately  entitled  to,  and  the  additional 
fact  is  given  that  some  twenty  or  thirty  cars  are  owned  by  it  at 
Augusta,  which  necessarily  occasion  interruption  to  more  impor- 
tant trains.  We  are  now  dependent  on  the  south  for  bread,  yet 
under  the  most  favorable  cii'cumstances,  with  existing  arrange- 
ments, it  is  impossible  to  provide  for  the  daily  wants  of  General  Lee's 
army  and  the  troops  in  this  State,  to  say  nothing  of  the  imperative 
necessity  for  creating  a  reserve  in  anticipation  of  the  many  emer- 
gencies likely  to  arise  not  only  from  movements  of  the  enemy,  but< 
from  accidents  on  a  line  of  communication  between  GOO  and  700  miles 
in  length.  To-day  we  have  not  on  hand  rations  for  two  days,  and 
witli  no  proe|>ect  of  accumulations  in  this  State  from  purchases,  Ac, 
it  is  impossible  to  foresee  how  forward  movements  can  be  made  by 
the  Army  of  Northern  Vir^nia  in  the  spring  if  we  continue  to  be 
pressed  for  the  current  demands,,  and  no  Increase  is  made  from  the 
only  source  to  which  we  can  confidently  look.  With  no  efforts  to 
improve  our  facilitiesof  transportation,  and  whilst  the  present  defect- 
ive system  continues,  we  must  remain  in  a  condition  of  uncertainty 
that  sooner  or  later  will  culminate  in  disaster.  We  are  apprised  that 
thirty-five  cars  loaded  with  corn  have  remained  at  Gaston,  N.  C,  one 
week,  besides  large  quantities  of  other  supplies  at  that  place  and 
Ralei^,  owing  to  the  derangement  of  the  trains  by  military  move- 
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ments  and  by  the  failure  of  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  road  to  run 
through  to  Petersburg,  as  suggested  some  time  since  to  the  chief  of 
Railroad  Bureau.  That  numli^r  of  cara,  thirty-five,  in  the  time  speci- 
fied, would  have  moved  nearly  14,000  bushels  of  corn,  but  because 
the  convenience  of  the  road  is  to  a  great  extent  consulted  as  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  urgent  wants  of  the  Government,  we  cannot  anticipate 
that  our  condition  will  bo  in  the  slightest  degree  impBOved  until  sum- 
mary, vigorous,  and  determined  measures  are  enforced. 

Major  Sims  informs  me  that  the  president  of  the  Gaston  road  will 
commence  running  through  trains  from  to-day  until  the  block  is 
.  removed.  The  demand  on  Major  Allen's  district  from  Major  Cum- 
mings  still  continues  heavy,  interfering  seriously  with  his  ability  to 
meet  the  wants  of  our  army  in  Virginia.  Under  date  of  the  Ist 
instant  he  writes  as  follows: 

I  shipped  last  week  to  Atlanta  for  General  Johnston's  command  16,200  busheU 
meal,  1,300  btuhelB  peas,  89,000  pounds  bacon,  sides,  360  barrels  molasses,  and 
a  Qoantitv  of  picklea  beef.  I  am  shi^^iing  daily  to  him  eight  or  ten  car-loads. 
Let  me  be  relieved  from  this  command,  &c.,  and  I  will  Bopply  Vi^^iiiia 
abnnda&tly. 

The  necessary  instructions  have  been  forwarded  to  Major  "Walker, 
chief  commissary  of  Alabama,  to  render  all  the  assistance  possible  to 
General  Johnston's  array,  but  the  demands  for  transportation  of  coal 
and  Iron  to  Atlanta  for  the  Navy  Department  seriously  embarrasses 
operations;  and  as  it  seems  impracticable  to  provide  for  the  wants  of 
both  departments  with  such  limited  facilities,  the  wants  of  the  most 
urgent  and  important  should  receive  precedence,  if  not  compel  one 
to  yield  wholly  to  the  other. 

The  suggestions  of  Major  Smith  relative  to  the  employment  of  a 
part  of  the  machinery  and  resources  of  the  Navy  Department  for 
'repairing  and  building  rolling-stock,  ibc.,  are  worthy  of  the  earnest 
consideration  of  tho  proper  authorities,  for  many  locomotives,  cars, 
Jkc,  are  now  valueless  because  of  the  limited  appliances  at  the  com- 
mand of  railroad  companies,  and  if  even  a  imrtion  be  so  employed, 
he  is  confident  very  great  additions  can  be  made  to  roads  now  greatly 
deficient  in  material,  Ac.  As  our  existence  as  a  nation  is  dependent 
upon  the  efficiency  and  pi-eservation  of  the  Army,  I  maybe  pai*doned 
for  expressing  the  opinion  that  every  other  branch  of  the  public 
defense  should  be  sulraervient  to  that  upon  which  we  can  alone  rely. 
For  several  months  past  I  have  repeatedly  called  your  attention  to 
the  difl&culties  under  which  we  labored  in  the  collection  of  subsist- 
ence, owing  to  the  defective  management  and  limited  resources  of 
transportation,  confidently  anticipating  that  such  action  would  be 
taken  by  the  proper  authorities  as  would  be  calculated  to  assist  us 
in  collecting  requisite  supplies  for  the  troops  in  this  State,  but  no 
relief  has  been  afiForded  except  through  the  special  agents  of  this 
department,  and  then  only  of  a  temporary  character,  for  as  soon  as 
they  disappeared  from  the  important  shipping  points  the  same  difl5- 
culties  would  arise,  and  subsistence  stores  for  days  and  weeks  would 
be  permitted  to  remain  at  stations  and  depots  until  railroad  agents 
and  others  were  favorable  to  their  removal.  Unless  the  most  strin- 
gent regulations  are  adopted  for  the  management  of  transportation, 
and  the  interests  of  the  Government  receive  full  and  constuit  protec- 
tion from  the  abuses  practiced  by  those  in  charge,  it  would  be  idle  to 
expect  any  improvement  in  our  condition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  FRENCH, 
Mc^or  and  Commissary  of  Stdmstentx. 
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[Vint  iDdoneBuut.] 

Richmond,  February  8,  1864. 

Respectfally  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  war  I  have  steadily  aimed  at  keeping  tip 
railroads  to  their  utmost  capacity;  have  made  frequent  attemptu  to 
have  this  moHt  vital  subject  placed  on  a  footing  of  improvement.  In 
the  sammer  of  1862 1  proposed  a  man  whose  plan  and  capacity  promised 
success.  From  the  winter  of  1862 1  urged  that  vital  necessity  required 
that  all  other  demands  for  transportation  should  be  stopped  until  sup- 
plies were  accumulated.  From  last  summer  to  this  period  similar 
efforts  have  been  made.  Since  Major  French  has  been  on  duty  in 
this  Bureau  his  attention  has  been  necessarily  directed  to  this  matter, 
which  he  has  now  ably  presented.  I  earnestly  commend  his  letter  to 
your  attention. 

L.  B.  NORTHROP. 

Commissary-  General. 

[Second  liidoneineat.J 

FEBRUAKY  9,  18fi4. 

Quarterhaster-Gekeral  (Major  Sims)  : 
Let  me  see  you  after  examination  and  consideration  of  this  paper. 

J.  A.  S. 

[Third  indorMmont.] 

Quarterhaster-Qenebal's  Office, 

February  10,  I864. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sims. 
By  order  of  Quartermaster-General: 

W.  F.  ALEXANDER, 
Major  aiul  Assistant  to  the  Quartermaster-Qeneral. 

[Foaith  lodonvment,] 

Railroad  Bureau, 
Richmond,  February  23,  I8O4. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Quartermaster-General,  and  his  attention 
called  to  inclosed  report. 

F.  W.  SIMS, 
Lieutenani-CoUmel  a/nd  Quartermaster. 

[Fifth  iDdorsement.] 

Confederate  States  op  America, 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Bichmondy  February  24,  I864. 
These  papers  are  respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
I  cannot  too  earnestly  call  attention  to  the  views  and  suggestions 
presented  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sims.*  Any  agreement  drawn  from 
the  condition  of  railroad  transportation  twelve  months  since  must  be 
fallacious,  as  the  demands  of  the  Government  upon  the  railways  have 
more  than  doubled  in  that  time.  Then  corn  was  not  transported  from 
Georgia  to  forage  the  horses  of  Greneral  Lee's  army.  Then  the  Com- 
missary Department  did  not  call  for  corn  to  feed  the  troops  of  the 
same  army,  but  wheat  was  relied  on  solely  for  that  purpose.  Then 
the  same  department  did  not  attempt  to  transport  meat  from  points 
far  south  to  Virginia.    Now  the  roads  are  expected  to  respond 

*  FoUowa>a8  an  incloaure. 
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promptly  to  all  these  new  demands  without  any  additional  assistance. 
•  Let  any  practical  sug^stion  for  improvement  be  si^gested,  and  it 
will  be  promptly  adopted. 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster'  ChnercU. 

[InolosDic.] 

C.  S.  Quartermaster's  Dept.,  Baiiju>ad  Bureau, 

Richmond,  Fdmmry  BS^ 

Drig.  Gen.  A.  R.  Lawton, 

Qttartermaster-Oeneral : 
General:  Accompanying  this  report  I  respectfully  return  a  com- 
munication from  the  Bureau  of  Subsistence  relative  to  defective 
transportation  of  supplies,  in  which  Maj.  W.  H.  Smith,  commissa^ 
of  subsistence,  is  quoted  as  saying  that  if  the  "required  reforms  in. 
the  management  of  railroad  transportation  are  at  once  adopted"  the 
supplies  of  subsistence,  which  are  abundant  in  Georgia,  will  be  carried 
to  General  Johnston's  army.  What  the  "required  reforms"  are 
Major  Smith  does  not  mention,  and  it  will  be  therefore  impossible 
for  me  to  avail  myself  of  their  advantage.  It  shall  be  my  earnest 
efforts  to  apply  any  practicable  remedy  that  is  suggested,  and  I  shall 
seize  with  alacrity  any  plan  promising  relief,  but  until  some  feasible 
proposal  is  made  I  will  be  left  to  my  own  resources  to  manage  this 
vexatious  question.  The  charge  of  cupidity  and  corruption  against 
railroad  companies  and  of  agents  and  employ^  who  regard  their  per- 
sonal interests  as  paramouint  to  all  other  considerations  is  too  vagne  to 
admit  of  Investigation.  Officers  of  the  Commissary  and  Quartermas- 
ter's Departments  are  habitually  and  publicly  charged  as  the  railroad 
companies  are  in  this  communication,  and  a  sense  of  the  injustice  we 
endure  should  create  a  charitable  spirit.  The  Charlotte  and  South 
Carolina  llailroad,  however,  is  particularized  as  illustrating  beyond 
question  that  the  transportation  of  this  company  is  beyond  what  it  is 
legitimately  entitled  to,  and  the  earnings  of  this  company  for  last 
year  are  cited  to  prove  that  this  road  has  done  a  lai^e  business  for 
private  parties.  To  answer  this  charge  I  would  ask  if  this  road  has 
not  performed  promptly  all  the  Government  business  offered  it?  If 
it  has,  then  what  possible  objection  can  there  be  to  its  working  for 
other  parties? 

It  certainly  is  not  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  confine  railroads 
to  Government  work  exclusively.  It  is  to  be  hoped  this  is  not  one  of 
the  "required  reforms."  Last  year,  when  the  Government  did  not 
need  within  50  per  cent,  of  the  supplies  from  Geoi^a  that  it  is  want- 
ing now,  a  small  surplus  was  accumulated  in  Richmond.  The  xmst 
twelve  months  has  improved  transportation  but  little,  and  it  will  be  a 
cause  of  congratulation  if  the  Army  of  Virginia  has  its  daily  wants 
constantly  met.  It  is  useless  to  hope  for  more,  for  such  expectations 
will  not  be  realized.  Every  effort  is  being  made  and  will  continue  to 
do  more  than  this;  but  I  cannot  blind  myself  to  the  tnith,  nor  will  I 
lead  others  to  do  so.  The  communication  says,  "With  no  efforts  to 
improve  transportation,  and  while  the  present  defective  system  con- 
tinues, we  must  remain  in  a  condition  of  uncertainty  that  sooner  or 
later  will  culminate  in  disaster."  The  writer  is  mistaken  in  8Qpx>oslng 
that  no  efforts  are  being  made  to  improve  this  important  branch  of 
public  service,  tireat  efforts  have  been  made,  and  with  success. 
The  writer  is  ignorant  of  the  increased  power  now  oocnpied  between 
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AngoBta  and  Richmond  over  last  year.  Probably  15  locomotives  and 
200  freight  cars  are  now  working  between  those  two  pointa  which  wen* 
not  there  last  year.  Does  this  look  as  if  no  efforts  were  being  made':* 
The  writer  charges  that  thirty-five  cars  loaded  with  com  remained  at 
Gaston  one  week.  This  is  true^  but  what  was  the  cause  of  it?  Gen- 
eral I^ckett  seized  the  trains  of  the  Petersburg  Railroad  and  carrieil 
them  away  to  Kinston,  causing  a  total  stoppage  of  business  on  tliis 
road.  Are  such  dela^  chargeable  to  transportation  or  the  system 
imder  which  it  is  conducted?  The  demands  of  the  Navy  Department 
may  interfere  with  transportation,  hut  are  the  claims  of  that  Depart- 
ment to  be  ignored  ?  No  orders  have  reached  me  to  that  effect,  and 
until  they  do  I  must  continue  as  heretofore. 

The  suggestions  relative  to  putting  the  naval  works  at  Columbus 
and  Charlotte  at  repairing  railroad  machinery  was  recommended  to 
the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  but  he  did  not  view  it  favorably. 
If  the  business  of  transportation  was  confined  to  removal  of  commis- 
sary supplies,  it  would  present  no  difficulty ;  but  it  really  is  less  than 
one-third  of  the  work.  It  ts  not  at  all  unusual  for  persons  to  suppostt 
that  they  can  manage  railroads  with  much  more  ability  than  those 
who  have  them  in  chai^.  It  is  still  more  unusual  to  find  such  pro- 
fessions supported  by  facta.  The  subject  of  transportation  has  had 
all  of  my  attention,  and  there  is  but  one  way  in  wliich  it  can  be 
improved,  and  that  is  hy  liberal  details  of  machinists  from  the  Array. 
Details  for  sixty  days  do  but  little  good.  They  must  go  permanently 
into  the  workshops  and  have  material  to  work  with.  I  have  asked  for 
them  and  they  are  not  granted.  Every  road  has  its  shop  and  tools, 
but  it  has  few  workmen.  You  may  work,  and  plan,  and  devise,  and 
snj^st,  and  at  last  you  will  come  to  this  conclusion.  The  recent 
jjuaranty  g^iven  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  those  [who]  will  go  into 
the  iron  business  will  come  to  nothing,  because  the  details  asked  for 
were  not  promised,  and  it  is  the  same  reason  that  has  depreciated  the 
rolling-stock  of  the  country.  I  asked  once  for  a  detail  of  one  mechanic 
for  every  ten  miles  of  railroad  in  the  Confederacy,  but  so  preposter- 
ous, I  suppose,  was  considered  the  demand  that  no  answer  was 
returned  to  me.  I  repeat  it,  trans^rtation  must  continue  to  depre- 
ciate until  the  mechanics  are  detailed.  It  is  a  short-sighted,  ruinous 
policy  that  looks  to  any  other  source  for  relief,  and  I  entreat  you, 
general,  not  to  pass  my  suggestion  by  wdthout  consideration,  and  if 
you  would  have  them  substantiated  by  older  and  wiser  heads  I  beg  you 
to  consult  them.  All  I  ask  is,  let  them  be  practical  railroad  men.  1 
am  willing  to  do  all  that  I  can  do,  but  to  improve  transportation 
without  men  and  material  is  the  requisition  of  the  Egyptian  task- 
master. Give  me  the  men  and  you  shall  see  advantages  from  them. 
Refuse  and  I  can  promise  nothing. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  ol)edient  sorvatit, 

F.  W.  SIMS, 
lAeiUenani-Cohnel  and  Quartermasier. 


Executive  Office, 
Shreveport,  La.,  February  S,  lS6i. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  WaVj  Richmond^  Va.: 
Sir:  As  requested  by  the  General  Assembly,  I  have  the  honor  here- 
with to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  annexed  resolutions,  adopted  l>y 
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the  Tjegislature  of  this  State,  fuid  respectfully  invite  your  attention 
to  the  same.  * 
Respectfully,  &c., 

HENRY  W.  ALLENj 
Oovemor  of  the  State  of  Louvnana. 

JOINT  RESOLUTIONS  in  relation  to  tiie  further  prosecution  of  the  war. 

Whereas,  the  United  States  continues  to  wage  war  against  the  Con- 
federate States  with  ruthless  barbarity  and  an  utter  disregard  of  the 
rules  of  civilized  warfare;  and  wliereas,  the  despot  who  wields  with 
absolute  power  the  destinies  of  that  Government  has  manifested  in  alt 
his  messages  and  proclamations  a  malignant  hatred  of  the  people  of 
the  South,  and  a  disposition  to  heap  insult  upon  injury  and  outrage; 
and  whereas,  this  course  of  conduct  has  strengthened  us  in  our  deter- 
mination to  maintain  our  separation  from  the  Goremmentand  people 
of  the  North:  Therefore- 
First.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  convened.  That  the  bar- 
barous manner  in  which  our  enemies  have  waged  war  against  us 
deserves  the  execrations  of  all  men,  and  has  confirmed  and  strength- 
ened us  in  the  determination  to  oppose  to  the  lastextremity  a  reunion 
with  them,  and  that  the  spirit  of  our  people  is  unabated  in  the  reso- 
lution to  resist  every  attempt  at  their  subjugation. 

Second.  Be  it  further  resolved,  (fee.  That  relying  upon  the  ability 
of  our  Chief  Magistrate,  the  skill  of  our  military  l^ders,  the  braver}' 
of  our  soldiers,  the  heroic  devotion  of  our  women,  the  anient  patriot- 
ism of  our  men,  imd,  above  all,  upon  the  justness  of  our  cause,  Invok- 
ing the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  upon  our  efforts,  we  confidently 
abide  the  result. 

Third.  Be  it  further  resolved,  d:c..  That  in  this  hour  of  trial  the 
State  of  Louisiana  tenders  to  her  Government  and  sister  States  her 
warmest  sympathy  and  cordial  co-operation;  and  she  hereby  declares 
her  unfaltering  determination  to  spare  no  expense  of  blood  or  treasure 
in  defense  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  as  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent republic. 

Fourth.  Be  it  further  resolved,  &c..  That  His  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  these  reso- 
lutions to  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  and  to  the 
Governors  of  our  sister  States. 

J.  B.  ELAM, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represenialwes. 
A.  H.  ISAACSON, 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
JOHN  MOORE, 
President  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate. 
WM.  F.  WAGNER, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  February  8,  1864. 

HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana^ 


General  Orders,  )      Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Opficb, 

No.  18.         (  Richmond,  February  9,  186J^ 

I.  Applications  from  officers  of  the  Niter  and  Mining  Corps  for  field 
service  cannot  now  be  considered.    Workmen  ^ployed  by  them  may 
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be  organized  and  armed  for  local  defense,  but  their  military  orders 
must  be  sabordinated  to  work  as  the  leading  aim  and  consideration,  * 
and  second  in  importance  to  no  other  military  service.  , 

II.  A  limit  (not  yet  reached)  to  the  number  of  able-bodied  workmen  ' 
to  be  assigned  to  this  service — submitted  by  the  chief  of  the  Niter  and ,  * 
Mining  Bureau — has  been  carefully  considered  and  approved,  and 
communicated  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  as  a  guide  for  its  action. 

III.  Military  commanders  will  extend  to  the  Niter  and  Mining  Serv- 
ice, especially  in  districts  exposed  to  the  enemy,  protection,  aid,  and 
encouragement. 

IV.  General  Orders,  No.  32,  series  1863,  forbids  interference  with 
the  workmen  or  employes  at  mines,  furnaces,  or  niter  works,  whether 
worked  by  the  Grovemment  or  contractors.  These  orders  are  now 
repeated,  and  especial  attention  is  called  to  them. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 

A^tUant  and  Inspector  Oeneral. 


CONFBDEBATB  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WaR  DBPT., 

Bureau  of  Conscription, 
Richmond,  Fa.,  February  S,  1864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  report  of  Lieut.  Col. 
E.  D.  Blake  on  special  registration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Colonel  and  Superintendent. 

[InGlonira.] 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  January  26,  1864. 

Capt.  Thomas  Pinckney, 

A.  A.  G.,  Bureau  of  Conscriptiony  Richmond,  Va.: 

Captain:  In  the  following  estimate  of  the  number  of  troops  fur- 
nished by  the  different  States  I  am  aware  that  the  plan  I  have  adopted 
in  some  ct^es  is  open  to  objection,  but  when  it  is  carefully  considered 
I  think  it  will  be  found  that  the  errors  to  which  it  may  be  subject,  in 
favor  of  a  little  greater  or  lesser  result,  will  about  cancel  other  consid- 
erations, and  my  conclusions  practically  correct. 

The  principal  object  being  to  obtain  the  resources  of  the  State  In 
the  event  of  a  modification  of  the  present  law,  I  have  adopted  the 
most  direct  method  in  each  case  to  the  attainment  of  this  object,  and 
when  the  means  at  my  disposal  admitted  of  it,  have  verified  my  cal- 
enlations  by  others,  based  upon  other  statistics. 

In  my  calculations  for  Alabama  and  Mississippi  the  limited  data 
in  my  possession  did  not  admit  of  it,  and  the  results  depend  alone 
upon  the  estimates  I  have  made  under  such  circumstances. 

The  operations  of  the  conscript  department  in  those  States  do  not 
enter  into  my  calculations,  because  I  could  extract  no  reliable  matter 
from  the  confused  condition  of  the  papers  in  Major  Denis'  office.  In 
that  office,  under  the  superintendence  of  General  Pillow,  much  of  the 
details  of  the  department  were  carried  on  without  any  record  having 
been  kept.  Exemptions  and  details  were  granted  or  refused  on  the 
back  of  the  applicant's  letter  and  no  memorandum  made  of  it.  The 
reports  from  the  subordinate  officers  purporting  to  show  the  number 
of  men  pat  Into  the  service  (without  uniformity),  I  was  informed  by 
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the  officers  of  that  department,  were  probably  incorrect,  from  the  fact 
that  the  subordinate  officers  sometimes  reported  to  General  Pillow  and 
at  otlier  times  through  their  immediate  commanders,  which  occasioned 
these  officers  to  report  the  same  conscripts  frequently  as  the  result  of 
their  individual  operations.  One  case  there  was  in  which  the  same 
number  of  men  was  reported  three  times.  Under  such  cirenmstances 
I  was  unwilling  to  use  these  calculations  in  my  report. 

I  have  officers  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi  collecting  rolls  called  for 
by  circulars  from  the  Bureau  of  Conscription,  and  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  show  from  these  rolls  where  material  addition  may  be  made  tn  the 
Army  without  injury  to  the  industrial  pursuits  of  the  country. 

Tlie  final  report  from  Georgia  will  be  forwarded  in  a  few  days. 

I  have  sent  Lieut.  K.  A.  James  to  Virginia  to  complete  the  work 
commenced  there  by  him. 

Very  respectfully,  E.  D.  BLAKE, 

lAeutenanf- Colonel,  C.  S.  Armyy  on  Special  Sertnce. 

VIRGINIA. 

When  it  is  considered  that  our  Army  has  been  recruited  from  the 
white  males  above  fifteen  years  of  age  for  the  last  three  years,  I  can 
incur  the  danger  of  no  material  error  in  supposing  that  all  the  troops 
furnished  by  the  State  now  l)elong  to  that  class  of  the  white  male 
population  comprised  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  sixty  ye^re. 

Before  the  operation  of  the  conscript  law  Virginia  had  in  the 
service — 


ffiJ  regiments  of  infantry  of  abont  800  men  each   50, 400 

40  battalions  of  infantry  of  about  400  men  each   16.000 

20  regiments  of  cavalry  of  about  800  men  each   16.000 

40  iMttalions  of  cavalry  of  about  400  men  each   16.000 

185  batteries  of  artillery  of  abont  100  men  each   18, 500 


Making  in  all   110,900 

These  regiments,  &c.,  were  subsequently  filled  up  by  the  operation 
of  the  conscript  law  as  follows: 

63  regiments  of  infantry  of  1,000  men  each   63.000 

40  battalions  of  infantry  of  500  men  each   00. 000 

20  regiments  of  cavalry  of  1 ,000  men  each   90, 000 

40  battalions  of  cavaliy  of  500  men  each   90, 000 

125  batteries  of  artillery  of  125  men  each   10,085 


MaHnginall   142.635 

This  increase  (81,725)  was  due  t'O  the  operations  of  the  conscript 
law,  which  put  into  the  field — 

1 .  Through  the  camp  of  Instruction   5, 551 

3.  Without  passing  through  the  camps   36,174 


Total  put  into  the  field  by  conscrlptjon  ,   31 , 72* 

Detailed  ana  unassigned   6, 75T 

Detailed  in  the  depwi-ments   4,  ^4 


Total  put  in  service  by  conscription   ^.976 

Total  put  into  service  hy  the  State    153, 878 

Exempted  by  Medical  Board   13,000 

Exempted  by  occupation   18, 068 


Total  exempted   25,068  25,063 


Total  disposed  of  by  conscription  68,0S9 


Total  distir)sed  of  by  volunteering  and  conscription   178,939 
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If  the  principals  l>e  supposed  to  occupy  the  places  of  their  uitbsti- 
tutes  in  the  field,  about  nine-tenths  of  the  whole  number  in  the  serv- 
ice vill  be  included  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years. 
In  Georgia  I  found  this  to  be  so  nearly  the  case  that  it  was  adopted 
in  my  calculations,  and  the  I'esutt  verified  by  estimates  based  upon 
other  statistics  and  by  other  modes  of  calculation. 

In  South  Carolina  I  found  the  number  between  eighteen  and  forty- 
five  years  of  age  eight  hundred  and  ninety-five  one- thousandths  of 
the  whole  number,  or  nine-tenths,  nejirly,  and  in  Mississippi  I  believe 
the  same  proportion  will  obtain.  Therefore,  without  having  the 
means  of  making  this  calculation  for  Virginia,  I  think  it  would  be 
safe  to  base  my  estimate  upon  this  proportion,  then:  The  whole  num- 
ber of  troops  in  the  service  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  sixty 
years  being  153,876,  the  number  between  eighteen  and  fortyfive  years 
of  age  would  be  138,480,  and  the  whole  number  disposed  of  from  the 
State  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  would  be 
138,489  -\-  25,063  (the  exempted)  =  103,552. 

The  census  tables  show  that  the  whole  State  should  furnish 
231,000  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  of  age;  but  from  this 
number  we  should  deduct  one-fifth  for  the  portion  of  the  population 
not  accessible  to  the  operations  of  the  conscript  law  by  reason  of  the 
occupation  of  the  country  by  the  enemy  and  the  disloyal  character  of 
part  of  its  population.  Under  these  circumstances  the  State  should 
have  furnished  176,800  men  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  of 
age  instead  of  163,552,  the  number  actually  got  into  the  service. 
There  remain,  therefore,  13,248  men  l>etween  eighteen  and  forty-five 
years  of  age  to  be  accounted  for.  Of  this  number  probably  three- 
fourths  are  now  in  the  portion  of  Virginia  where  the  conscript  law 
has  been  partially  enforced,  and  where  it  is  at  present  impossible  to 
operate. 

By  making  this  allowance  there  remain  of  the  available  men 


between  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  of  age: 

Bemainin^  between  18  and  45   8,812 

Those  hanng  substitates  (not  included  in  the  exemptions)  _ .  .  15, 000 

Total   18,818 

If  the  conscript  law  be  extended  to  embrace  men  to  fifty-five  years 
of  age,  we  shall  have  in  the  first  place,  according  to  census — 

White  malee  between  45  and  55  (36.465  less  one-flfth)   29, 172 

White  males  between  55  and  60  ( 12,155  less  one-fifth)   9, 602 

From  these  classy  must  be  deducted  the  substitutes  as  follows: 

From  those  between  45  and  55  (29,173)  deduct  12,000   17, 172 

Prom  those  between  55  and  60  (9,692)  deduct  8,000    6, 692 

Then,  by  the  extension  of  the  term  to  embrace  persons  to  fifty-five, 
the  State  would  furnish,  between  eighteen  and  forty-five — 

Remaining  in  the  State  •.   3, 312 

Persons  having  substitates  16,000 

Total...   18,812 

Males  between  45  and  55,  after  deducting  substitutes   17, 172 

Males  attaining  the  age  of  18  during  the  year  1864    6, 662 

Total  41,146 


The  number  arriving  at  the  age  of  eighteen  are  estimate<l  for  only 
one-half  of  the  population  of  the  State.    If  the  period  be  extended 
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to  embrace  males  to  sixty  years  of  the  State  should  furnish 
41,146+6,692=47,838. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 


The  whole  number  of  volunteers  transferred  to  the  general  service 
from  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  according  to  the  rolls  un  file  in  the 


Adjatant-GeneraFs  Office,  is: 

Volnnteers  (the  Conscript  Department  has  fnmished)   67, 736 

Put  into  the  field  (to  January  1, 18W)  13,221 

Total  in  the  field   80,857 

According  to  the  records  in  the  commandant's  and  adjutant-gen- 
eral's  offices  the  Conscript  Department  has — 

Exempted  by  reason  of  vocation   4,602 

Exempted  by  claim  of  the  Gtovernor   35. 500 

Exempted  by  examining  boards   8, 064 


98,106 

Making  a  total  of  119,123  white  males  disposed  of  in  the  State. 
The  volunteers  furnished  by  the  State  were  first  oiganized  in  the 
St-ate  service  and  were  raised  under  the  threat  of  a  draft  in  case  of 
failure  to  volunteer,  and  in  response  to  three  separate  requisitions  by 
the  Governor.  The  first  call  brought  into  service  the  white  males 
between  eighteen  and  thirty-five  years  of  age;  the  second  call  brought 
in  another  class  between  thirty-five  and  forty  years  of  age,  and  the 
third  call  comprised  men  between  forty  and  forty-five  years  of  age. 
Thus  all  the  men  in  the  service  from  North  Carolina,  except  thc^e 
having  substitutes,  are  included  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  years 
of  age.  If  in  the  ftrat  place  the  principals  be  supposed  to  occupy  the 
places  of  the  substitutes  in  the  Army,  the  whole  number  disposed  of 
by  the  war  would  come  from  the  class  of  white  men  in  the  State 
between  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  of  age.  This  number,  accord- 
ing to  the  last  census,  is  132,0(X).  Deducting  from  this  number 
(132,(KK))  the  number  disposed  of  by  the  war  (119,123),  and  there 
remains  12,877  white  men  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five 
years  to  be  accounted  for.  Of  this  last  number  (12,877)  about  one- 
fourth  have  fied  beyond  the  reach  of  conscript  officers,  or  remain 
^,occupyin£jthat_portion  of  the  country  where  the.-law  has  been  for 
some  time  inoperativer~~Ilirafeirig  this  allowance,  there  n^ain  9,658 
men  between  eighteen  and  fort.y-five  years  to  be  accounted  for. 

The  adjutant-general  of  the  State,  in  a  communication  to  the  com- 
mandant of  conscripts  (dated  October  29,  1863),  reportfl  that  when  the 
conscript  law  was  first  enforced  a  numlrer  of  companies  were  received 
into  the  service  made  up  entirely  of  persons  subject  t-o  conscription 
and  of  whom  no  record  has  been  left.  The  number  of  these,  together 
with  those  who  to  avoid  conserii>tion  have  joined  the  old  regiments  of 
North  Carolina,  I  have  estimated  at  7,d(X),  which  will  leave  2,168  men 
of  this  class  still  subject  to  the  law. 

What  the  State  has  furnished  for  the  war  may  be  summed  up  as 
follows: 


Volnnteers  ,  ,   87,736 

Conscripts,  tbrongh  campe     18,  SSI 

Other  conscriptB   7, 500 


In  Confederate  service     88,457 
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The  adjatant-general  of  the  State  has  estimated  that  the  State  has 
put  into  service  100,000  men,  but  his  calculations  contain  an  apparent 
error,  in  which  he  has  accounted  for  14,000  men  twice.  His  estimate 
should  therefore  be  really  less  than  mine. 

While  North  Carolina,  with  a  larger  white  population  than  Georgia, 
has  put  leiBB  into  the  service  than  that  State,  yet  there  has  been  actu- 
ally a  greater  number  in  the  former  State  which  have  been  brought 
from  their  homes  to  the  call  of  the  country.  This  disproportion 
between  Ihe  number  put  into  the  field  and  the  exempted  is  partly 
owing  to  the  occupation  of  a  portion  of  the  State  by  the  enem^  and 
the  fact  that  the  exemption  list  is  much  swollen  by  the  requisitions 
made  by  the  Governor  of  the  State. 

If  the  conscription  be  extended  to  embrace  the  white  males  between 
forty-five  and  fifty-five  years  of  age  the  State  should  furnish — 


Between  18  and  49  :^eaxa  of  age : 

Bemainmg  subject  to  the  law   2, 158 

Having  enbetitutee   2, 040 

Attainmg  the  age  of  18  years   4, 660 

Total  -   8,768 

According  to  the  census  the  State  should  furnish — 

Between  46  and  55  (21,836,  lesaonfr-fomlli,  5,806)     16,930 

Between  65  and  60  (7,0S8,  lees  one-fourth,  1,755)   5,367 

The  one-fourth  is  deducted  above  for  the  loss  of  territory  incident 
to  the  war. 

From  this  class  the  substitutes  must  be  deducted,  as  follows: 

From  thoee  between  45  and  65  (16,930)  take  1,683    14.388 

FnimtfaoBebetween56and60  (5,S67)  take40e...   4.859 

The  number  to  be  furnished  in  the  call  to  fifty-five  years  of  age : 

Between  18  and  45  years,  left  in  the  State    8, 758 

Between  46  and 65  years  14,288 

Total  .-   28,046 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  number  of  troo^  from  South  Carolina  furnished  by  the  records 
in  the  adjutant-general's  office  and  the  office  of  conscription  show  that 


there  were,  to  November,  1863 — 

VohmtearB  ,   41,878 

GonwsriptB   4,801 

Total  in  aravice  46,174 

A  census  was  taken  in  the  same  month  of  all  white  males  between 
the  ^es  of  sixteen  and  sixty  years,  showing  the  following  result: 

Between  16  and  18  years  of  age   8,817 

Between  18  and  45  years  of  age   7, 914 

Between  45  and  55  years  of  age   6,140 

Between  65  and  60  years  of  age   3, 463 

Total   30,888 


From  calculations  made  from  the  census  of  1860  South  Carolina 
dlionld  furnish  (irrespective  of  the  effects  of  the  war  upon  the  popu- 
lation) 80,460  white  males  between  sixteen  and  sixty  years  of  a^, 
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showing  that  the  State  has  funiUhed  60,127  troops,  which  iiumlvr  is 
thus  accountetl  for: 

Volnnteers   41,873 

Conscripts  passed  through  camps               -   4,301 

Withont  passing  tiurongh  cami»    13.^ 

Total   60,127 


A  l&Tfce  part  of  this  number  (13,053)  will  be  fouml  to  have  volun- 
teered iti  North  Carolina  ro^iinents,  havings  l)een  dmwii  intfl  that 
State  by  the  inducements  of  a  double  bounty,  which  wjis  at  one  time 
offered  to  volunteers.  Another  portion  of  those  will  be  found  in 
regiments  organized  by  the  order  of  General  Beauregard  for  State 
defenae  from  the  whit©  men  Iwtween  forty  and  forty-five  years  of 
prior  to  the  call  for  conscripts  to  this  age,  and  in  the  volunteer  regi- 
ments first  oi^anized. 

In  the  event  of  the  term  of  conscription  being  extended  to  persons 
of  fifty-five  years  of  age,  the  State  should  furnish — 

Between  18  and  45  years  of  age : 

Remaining  in  the  State  after  deducting  5,814  exemptions  (already 


granted)    2, 100 

Having  sniMtitiites   791 

Attaimng  the  age  of  18  years.   1,950 


Total       -    4,841 

Between  45  and  55  years  of  age     6, 140 


Total  :  -  10,981 


GEORGIA. 

According  to  calculations  made  from  tlie  census  tables  Georgia 
should  be  able  to  furnish  (irrespective  of  the  draft  made  upon  her  by 
the  war)  130,548  men  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty  years;  but, 
according  to  the  census  taken  in  Noveml>er  last,  there  were  3i,<>l<i, 
including  the  exempts  from  conscription.    (See  former  report. ) 

Of  this  number  there  are — 


Between  16  and  18  years  of  age     9, 680 

Between  18  and  45 : 

Subject  to  conscription   2, 395 

Exempts   11,273 

Between  ii  and  60   8. 868 


Total    81,816 


This  deficiency  in  the  class  between  forty-five  and  sixty  is  supposed 
to  be' due  to  the  number  of  substitutes  in  the  Army.  According  to 
the  census  the  State  should  furnish  21,030,  showing  a  deficiency  in 
this  class  of  13,562,  accounted  for  as  follows: 


In  State  organizations.  _  ;   .    4. 800 

Enlisted  in  volonteer  commands  (approximately)   2, 212 

Men  who  have  6ul»titnted   .  7,050 


Total  13,562 

If  the  term  of  conscription  l>e  extcndetl  to  fifty-five  years  of  age, 
Geoi^ia  should  furnish — 
Between  18  and  45 : 

Remaining  in  the  State  -  ,     8, 296 

Havinjf  substitutes    7, 050 

Attaimng  18  years  of  age   4,090 

Between  45  and  55  (about)   4,000 


Total   17,485 
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For  reasons  stated  in  the  first  part  of  my  report  I  could  obtain  no 
reliable  numbers  indicating  the  result  of  the  operations  of  the  con- 
script law  in  Alabama.  In  the  State  department  there  are  rolls  of  all 
the  men  in  the  State  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty  years, 
classified  according  to  age.  General  Watson,  the  adjntant-general 
of  militia,  refused  me  access  to  the  rolls,  saying  that  "he  intended 
making  a  report  from  the  rolls  to  the  Governor  of  the  Stale,  who  could 
do  as  he  pleased  with  it."  A  polite  letter  addressed  to  General  Wat- 
son by  me,  nixing  Important  reasons  for  wishing  to  examine  the  roUs, 
received  no  reply.  The  Governor  informed  me,  however,  that  the 
rolls  exhibited  the  names  of  about  38,000  men,  and  that  five  counties 
had  not  reported.  My  estimate  for  these  counties  would  be  about 
2,500  men,  making  the  whole  number  between  these  ages  (sixteen  and 
six^)  40,500.  I  was  also  informed  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  that 
the  rolls  contained  12,000  names  of  white  males  between  seventeen 
and  forty-five  years  of  age;  then,  allowing  an  average  for  the  counties 
not  reported,  there  would  be  about  13,000  between  the  ages  of  seven- 
teen and  forty-five  years,  of  which  (about)  4,000  are  between  seven- 
teen and  eighteen  years  of  age.  This  would  leave  (about)  9,000  in  the 
State  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  of  age.  Of  this  9,000  there 
must  be  8,000  (abont)  exempted,  leaving  about  1 ,000  still  subject  to 
conscription. 

Then,  of  the  number  fonnd  to  be  in  the  State  (40,500)  must  be 
deducted  the  number  between  sixteen  and  seventeen  years  of  age 
4,600)  and  the  number  between  seventeen  and  forty-five  years  of  age 
13,000),  making  a  total  betireen  sixteen  and  forty-five  years  of  age  of 
17,600,  which  would  leave  22,900  between  forty-five  and  sixty  years 
of  ^e.    Of  this  last  number  about  6,900  are  between  fifty-five  and 
sixty  and  16,000  between  forty-five  and  fi(ty-five  years  of  age. 
Should  the  term  of  conscription  be  extended  to  fifty-five  years  of 


f^e  the  State  would  furnish — 

Between  18  and  45  years  of  age: 

Remaining  at  home       1,000 

Attaining  the  age  of  18  (approximate)   4, 000 

Brtween  45  and  56  yean  of  age    16,000 


Total     .     21,000 


As  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  men 
who  have  put  in  substitutes,  they  are  not  included  in  the  above  sep- 
arately, but  are  probably  all  Included  in  the  16,000. 

UISSISSIPPI. 

Some  of  the  State  papers  of  Mississippi,  which  might  have  furnished 
me  data  for  estimating  the  number  of  troops  in  the  field,  were 
destroyed  by  fire  in  Jackson.  The  only  evidence  of  the  number  of 
troops  which  Mississippi  has  furnished  for  the  war  is  given  in  the 
report  of  the  Board  of  Police  to  the  auditor  of  the  State.  An  act  of 
the  Legislature  required  the  Board  of  each  district  to  furnish  the 
auditor  with  the  rolls  of  every  man  who  had  entered  the  service 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  As  far  as  these  rolls  go,  they  show  an 
aggregate  of  64,982  men.  Some  of  the  counties  had  not  completed 
the  rolls,  but  I  estimated  that  the  result  will  show  about  66,982  men. 

If  we  consider  them  all  to  have  come  from  the  class  of  men  between 
sixteen  and  sixty  years  of  age  there  will  remain,  after  deducting  this 
number  from  92,016,  what  the  State  should  furnish  between  sixteen 
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and  sixty  years  of  age,  according  to  calculation  from  the  census  tables — 
36,034  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty  left  in  the  State 

Of  the  number  put  into  the  Army  about  60,284  are  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five.  The  State  should  furnish  from  this 
class,  according  to  calculation  from  the  census,  71,000  men.  There 
must  be,  then,  11,716  men  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty- 
five  years  to  be  ae^unted  for.  General  Pillow's  oi^^izatlon  exempted 
about  269  men,  and  the  old  organization  exempted  7,993,  leaving  about 
3,453  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  still  subject 
to  conscription. 

The  census  table  shows  that  the  State  should  furnish  in  time  of 
peace,  at  this  time,  about  10,224  between  forty-five  and  fifty-five 
years  of  age,  from  which  must  be  deducted  about  4,000  for  volunteers 
in  the  field,  leaving  about  6,224  available  men  between  these  ages. 

In  the  event  of  an  extension  of  the  age  of  oonscription  to  fifty-five 
years  the  State  should  furnish  then — 

Between  18  and  45  years  of  age : 

Subject  to  conscription   8,458 

Attaining  18  years  of  uge   8,080 

Between  45  and  55  yearaof  age    6,334 

Total     13,757 

The  number  of  men  who  have  substitutes  is  not  known,  but  about 
three-fourths  of  them  are  embraced  in  the  number  between  forty-five 
and  fifty-five  years  of  age. 

In  the  foregoing  estimates  no  allowance  has  been  made  for  the 
exemptions  that  may  hereafter  be  granted,  as  this  number  will  of 
course  depend  upon  the  modification  the  law  may  undergo  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress. 

E.  D.  BLAKE, 
Lieut  Col. ,  C.  S.  Armyt  Sv/periniendent  Special  Registralion. 

*  tSiib-lnelware.] 

Tabular  statement  of  aU  men  disposed  of  from  the  different  jStatea,  and  thepreaeat 
mUitari/  condition  of  the  different  States  January,  186i. 

(Knmber  of  mw)  left  in  tlie  dUFerent  Statoa,  Kft«r  mftking  all  d«dnot1ons,  Bot^ect  todiBpoul,  tboM 
Tiom  45  to  S5  jwrs  of  age  being  included  for  the  year  IMM.) 


Total  of  all  men  diapoeed  of  fhHn  the  different  Stat«e,  by  volnntaere  and  the 
consorlption. 


Total  of  all  men  aant  to  tbe  floU  pat  into  Mrrioe. 
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9 

1 
e 

1 

Put  Into  the  field. 
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■I 
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26,174 
7,500 
13,053 
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o  , 

O  P. 

f' 

H 

5,561 
13,221 
4,801 

11,251 

42;  070 
20,731 
18,254 
81, 157 

110,900 
87,730 
41,878 
76.000 

163. 87< 
88,457 
•0.127 

100,167 
90,857 

m,m 

Korth  Carolina  

SoDtb  Carolina  

8,205 

000.458 
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Tabuiar  Mtaiement  of  all  men  dispose  of  from  the  different  Staten,  &c. — Cont'd. 


Stcta. 


Total  of  all  inou  dIapoMd  of  Aom  tbo  diflhimt  Btetw.  by  voluntoon  >nd  tbo 
oooHription. 


II 

CI  ^ 


Vfrghiia  

Nonh  Carolitia. 
SantbOrolioa. 

OoorcU  

AUbams  

lOaaiaaippi  .... 


15,387 


6,012 


Grand  total 
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ExoiBpted  and  diapoaoil  of. 


Kxanpta. 


138, 48S 
K8.i57 
64,115 
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8,061 


00,284  |. 


13,063 
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38.166 
5,814 
11,273 
8,000 
8,262 


96,578 
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163.552 
128,623 
5»,»29 


661,034 


Slate. 


CenaoB  ataMstlca. 


Subject  to  call  for  1864. 


Vtrsinia  221,000 

Korth  Carolina        132, 000 


Suath  Carolina . . 
Georgia  .... 
AUbama  . . . 
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"I 
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13.248 
12,877 
2.891 
13.562 
16.000 
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Is-? 
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3.312 
2. 168 
2,100 
2.212 
1.0O0 
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II 
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a  >^ 
1= 


6,662 
4.600 
1,950 
4.  OM 
4,000 
3,080 


I' 
I 


S 

as 
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15,000 
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17. 172 
14.288 
6. 140 
4.001) 
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6.22-i 


-31 

I 
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41.  146 

2.1,  04<I 
1U.081 
17.  43:. 
21.00* 
12.757 


126,365 


EnHmated  tabular  gtatement  of  the  percentage  of  the  white  population  fumiiAed 

the  general  tervice. 


State. 

Bumbftr  In 
Mirice. 

Popalalion 
in  1860. 

Pur  cent. 

Baaarka. 

Titylala  

North  Carolina  

South  Carolina  

198,876 

88.457 

60,127 
106,157 
90,857 
66,082 

1, 100. 136 

061,586 

301,271 
6»5,0e7 
629,164 
354,090 

It).  3 

13.3 

19.9 
17.0 
17.0 
10.4 

Abont  two-fiRhiiof  the  popnlation  waa  inao* 

oeeeible  In  1862  and  18in. 
Aboot  one-fonith  of  tfao  population  waa  Inae- 

ceealbleln  1868. 

About  three  oountlee  Inaooeaalble  to  the  Uw. 

666,456 
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[February  !),  1864. — For  Vance  to  Davis,  in  relation  to  aflTairs  in 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  (suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
disaffection  of  the  people)  &c.,  and  Davis*  reply  {29th),  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  LI,  Part  11,  pp.  818,  824.] 


Confederate  States  os-  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond^  Vcu,  February  10^  IS64. 

Hon.  W.  P.  Miles, 

Chairman  Military  Committee,  House  of  Representatives: 
Sir:  As  the  session  approaches  its  close,  will  you  pardon  me  for 
asking  the  special  attention  of  youraelf  and  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  to  the  recommendation  in  my  report  of  fnrther  legislation 
lo  authorize  the  appointment  of  quartermasters  and  commissaries  to 
divisions,  corps,  and  armies  in  the  field?  The  necessity  of  these  offi- 
cers has  lieen  felt  by  generals  commanding  to  be  so  imperative  that  it 
has  led  to  the  detail  of  officers  of  a  lower  grade  from  their  appropri- 
ate commands,  and  has  been  the'  canse  of  confusion  and  irregularity 
which  the  Department  from  like  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  the 
case  has  been  unable  appropriately  to  prevent  and  correct.  I  trust 
the  importance  of  authorizing  such  appointments  will  be  recognized 
and  appreciated  by  Congress,  and  that  the  regularity  and  efficiency 
of  the  service  may  be  attained  with  the  requisite  complement  of  offi- 
cers with  appropriate  rank  selected  for  the  position,  and  not  as  now 
be  imperfectly  selected  by  temporary  or  irregular  detail. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orpbrs,  }       Adjt.  ani>  Tnsp.  General's  Office, 

No.  IJ),  f  Richmond,  February  10,  186^. 

The  following  addres.s  of  the  President  is  published  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Army: 

Soldiers  of  thk  Armies  of  thb  Confederate  States: 

In  the  long  and  bloody  war  in  which  yonr  country  is  engaged  you  have  achieved 
many  noble  tiinmphs.  You  have  won  glorious  victories  over  vastly  more  numer- 
ous hosts.  You  have  cheerfully  borne  iirivations  and  toil  to  which  you  were 
unused.  You  have  readily  submitted  to  restraints  upon  your  individual  will  that 
the  citizen  might  better  perform  his  duty  to  the  state  as  a  soldier.  To  all  these 
you  have  lately  added  another  triumph — the  noblest  of  human  conquests— «  vic- 
tory over  yourselves. 

As  the  time  drew  near  when  you  who  first  entered  the  service  might  well  have 
been  expected  to  claim  relief  from  your  arduous  labors  and  restoration  to  the 
endearments  of  home  you  have  heeded  only  the  call  of  your  suffering  country. 
Again  you  come  to  tender  your  service  for  the  public  defense — a  free  offering, 
which  only  such  patriotism  as  yours  coidd  make— a  triumph  worthy  of  you  and 
of  the  cause  to  which  you  are  devoted, 

I  would  in  vai  n  attempt  adequately  to  express  the  emotions  with  which  I  received 
the  testimonials  of  confidence  and  regard  which  you  have  recently  addressed  to 
me.  To  some  of  those  first  received  separate  acknowledgments  were  returned. 
But  it  is  now  apparent  that  a  like  generous  enthusiasm  pervades  the  whole  Army , 
and  that  the  only  exception  to  such  magnanimous  tender  will  be  of  those  who,  hav- 
ing originally  entered  for  the  war,  cannot  display  anew  their  zeal  in  the  pnblic 
service.  It  is,  therefore,  deemed  appropriate,  and,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  equally 
acceptable,  to  make  a  general  aclmowledgment,  instead  of  successive  special 
remanses.  Would  that  it  were  possible  to  render  my  thanks  to  you  in  person; 
and  in  the  name  of  our  common  country  as  wdl  as  in  my  own  whue  pressing  the 
hand  of  each  war-worn  veteran  to  recognize  his  title  to  our  love,  gratitnde,  and 
admiration. 
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Soldiers!  By  yonr  will  (for  you  and  the  people  are  but  one)  I  have  been  placed 
in  a  position  which  debars  me  from  sharing  your  dangers,  your  sufferings,  and 
yonr  privations  in  the  field.  With  pride  and  affection  my  heart  has  accompa- 
nied yoa  in  every  march ;  with  solicitude  it  has  sought  to  minister  to  ^nr  every 
want ;  with  exultation  it  has  marked  yonr  every  hermc  achierement.  Vet  never, 
in  the  toilsome  march,  nor  in  the  weary  watch,  nor  in  the  desperate  assault,  have 
yon  r^dered  a  service  so  decisive  in  resnlts  as  in  this  last  display  of  the  highest 
qualities  of  devotion  and  self-sacrifice  which  can  adorn  the  character  of  the 
warrior  patriot. 

Already  the  pulse  of  the  whole  people  beats  in  nnison  with  yours.  Already 
they  compare  your  spontaneous  ana  imanimous  offer  of  yonr  lives  for  the  defense 
of  Yourconn^ry  wini_thft_halting  arid  reluctant  service  of  the  mercenaries  who 
are  pm^fiased  by  the"  enem'y'  at~fne~pnce  of  higherlwanties  than  h'ave  Mtfidrto 
been  known  in  war.  Animated  by  tma  contrast,  they  exhibit  <^eerfal  coin^deiice 
and  more  resolute  bearing.  Even  the  murmurs  of  the  weak  and  timid,  shrink 
from  the  trials  which  make  stronger  and  firmer  your  noble  natures,  are  shamed 
into  silence  by  the  B]>ectacle  which  you  present.  Your  brave  battle-cry  will  ring 
loud  and  clear  through  the  land  of  tue  enemy  as  well  as  our  own ;  will  silence  the 
vainglorious  boastings  of  their  corrupt  partisans  and  their  pensioned  press,  and 
win  oo  justice  to  the  calumny  b^  which  they  seek  to  persuade  a  deluded  people 
ttiat  you  are  ready  to  purchase  dishonorable  safety  by  degrading  Babmission. 

Soldiers  1  The  coming  spring  campaign  will  open  under  auspices  well  <»lcnlated 
to  sustain  your  hopes.  Your  resolution  needed  nothing  to  fortify  it.  With  ran^ 
replenished  under  the  influence  of  yonr  example  and  by  the  aid  of  your  represent- 
atives, who  give  earnest  of  their  purpose  to  add,  by  legislation,  largely  to  yonr 
strength,  you  may  welcome  the  invader  with  a  confidence  justified  by  the  mem- 
ory (ME  past  victories.  On  the  other  hand,  debt,  taxation,  repetition  of  heavy 
drafts,  dissensions,  occasioned  by  the  strife  for  power,  by  the  pursuit  of  the  spoils 
of  office,  by  the  thirst  for  the  plunder  of  the  public  Treasury,  and,  above  all,  the 
conaciommess  of  a  bad  cause,  must  tell  with  fearful  force  upon  the  overstr^ned 
energies  of  the  enemy.        pftirr'^p"  In  1P*^  the  exhaustion  of  .hia. 

^  re8QD»c«L_both  in  nien  arifl"  monev.  be  far  less  f ormidaBIe  "than  those  of  the  i^at- 
two  yeani.  when  unimpairea  means  we're  u8e3~witJi  boundless  proafgality  and 
^ntlrrSSalts  which  are  suggested  by  the  mention  of  the  glorious  names  of  Shiloh 
and  Perryville,  and  Munreeeborough  and  Chickamau^,  and  the  Ghickahom- 
iiirand  Manassas,  and  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville. 

Soldiers !  Assured  success  awuts  us  in  our  holy  strurarle  'or  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence, and  for  the  preservation  of  all  that  renders  ufe  desirable  to  honorable 
men.  When  that  success  shall  be  reached,  to  you — ^your  country's  hope  and 
pride-sunder  Divine  Providence,  will  it  be  due.  The  imits  of  that  success  wiU 
not  be  reaped  by  you  alone,  but  your  children  and  your  children's  children,  in 
long  generations  to  come,  will  enjoy  blessings  derived  bmn  you  that  will  preserve 
your  memory  ever  living  in  their  hearts. 

Citizen-defenders  of  the  homes,  the  liberties,  and  the  altars  of  the  Confederacy ! 
That  the  God  whoia  we  all  humbly  wor^ip  may  shidd  you  with  his  Fatherly 
care,  and  preaerve  you  for  sate  return  to  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  your  friends 
and  the  aasociatiou  of  those  you  most  love  is  the  earnest  prayer  of  your  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

BiCHHOND,  Fdrruary  9, 18G4, 
By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjuiunt  and  Inspector  General. 


House  of  Representatives, 

February  10, 1864. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Sei>don, 

Secretary  of  War-,  Richmond^  Fa.: 
Sir:  We  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
inclwed  letter  from  Hon.  William  Ezzard,  of  Georgia,  upon  a  subject 
of  great  importance  to  our  people.    The  evil  complained  of  by  him  is 
a  serious  one,  and  in  behalf  of  soldiers'  families  and  the  indigent  poor 
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of  our  State  we  appeal  to  you  to  have  this  matter  inquired  into  and 
the  proper  remedy  applied.  Judge  Ezzard  is  a  gentleman  of  high 
character  and  his  statements  are  entitled  to  respect.  With  your 
reply  please  return  Judge  Ezzard's  letter. 

Very  i-espectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

LUCIUS  J.  GARTRET.T.. 

JULIAN  HARTRIDWE. 

W.  W.  CLARK. 

DAV.  W.  LEWIS. 

HARDY  STRICKLAND. 

B.  H.  HILL. 

HERSOHEL  V.  JOHNSON. 
PORTER  INGRAM. 

[iBcloaure.] 

Atlanta,  February  5, 

Hon.  L.  J.  Gartrell: 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  thinking  for  some  time  of  writing  to  you  on 
a  subject  which  I  deem  one  of  importance.  It  is  this:  Major  Cum- 
minga,  the  commissary-general,  is  making  contracts  with  men  all  over 
the  country  to  distill  the  tithe  corn  belonging  to  the  Government  for 
the  purpose,  as  it  is  alleged,  of  making  whisky  for  the  Army.  He 
agrees  to  furnish  corn  to  distillers  who  are  to  make  it  up  into  whisky 
and  pay  or  deliver  to  him  one  gallon  for  each  bushel  of  corn,  and  the 
distiller  is  to  have  all  he  makes  over  the  one  gallon  (or  five  quarts  in 
some  cases)  for  himself.  This  is  holding  out  great  indiicementj^  to 
distillei-s,  and  is  a  very  money-making  business.  They  can,  there- 
fore, afford  to  distill  all  the  corn  they  can  get.  I  think  it  wrong  that 
the  Government  should  take  the  corn  which  is  needed  to  feed  women 
and  children  to  make  whisky  of  when  the  wives  and  children  of 
soldiers  iu  many  cases  cannot  get  bread  to  eat.  There  is  a  great 
scarcity  of  corn  in  the  country — in  fact,  it  is  impossible  to  get  it  her© 
for  less  than  $8  or  $10  per  bushel,  and  meal  has  been  as  high  as  Sid, 
and  it  seems  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  prevent  the  poor  from 
starving.  I  think  it  is  therefore  important  that  this  thing  of  dis- 
tilling the  Grovemment  corn  in  this  section  of  the  State  should  be 
stopped.  If  it  is  necessary  to  make  whisky  for  the  Army  let  it  be 
made  in  that  section  of  the  State  where  com  is  plenty,  and  if  the 
Army  does  not  need  the  Government  corn  here  let  it*be  applied  to  the 
feeding  of  the  soldiers'  wives  and  children.  The  State  of  Georgia 
would  be  willing  to  take  the  corn  and  pay  a  fair  price  for  it  and  apply 
it  in  this  way,  or  the  counties  would  be  glad  to  do  it  and  save  the 
expense  of  transporting  corn  from  Southwestern  Georgia  to  feed  the 
poor  and  destitute.  I  hope  you  will  do  something  on  this  subject,  if 
possible,  before  Congress  adjourns.  I  know  the  time  is  short,  and  I 
regret  that  I  did  not  write  you  sooner,  but  I  hope  it  is  not  too  late  to 
do  something,  and  I  know  that  there  is  nothing  that  would  be  of 
greater  advantage  to  the  poor  of  this  section  of  the  St-ate.  Nothini^ 
new  here. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  EZZARD. 

tFinit  indorMtnsnt.  1 

Commissary-Obmbral  : 
Have  you  these  contracts  or  the  Surgeon-Gteneral?   If  you,  report. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secr^ry. 
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[Seoond  iDdorMtneDt.] 

Office  CJohmissart-Genbral  of  Subsistence, 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  19,  J864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Honorable  Secretary  of  War,  and  h'm  atten- 
tion is  called  to  the  inclosed  report  from  Major  Cumihings.* 

T.  6.  WILLIAMS, 
lAeiUeTiant' Colonel  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

(Per  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence,  absent,  sick.) 

[Third  iDdorMDient.] 

The  whisky  must  be  distilled  somewhere,  and  nowhent  can  com  be 
found  more  abundantly. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 


Richmond,  Va.,  February  1864. 
The  House  of  Rbprbsbntativbs  of  the  Confederate  States  op 
America: 

Having  carefully  considered  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
wounded  and  disabled  oflicers,  soldiers,  and  seamen  an  asylum  to  be 
called  the  *  Veteran  Soldiers'  Home,'"  I  feel  constrained  to  return  it 
with  my  objections  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  it  origi- 
nated. The  object  of  the  act  appeals  most  strongly  to  the  sympathies 
of  all;  but  in  providing  the  means  for  effectuating  that  object,  it 
enacts  provisions  which,  in  my  judgment,  are  unwarranted  by  the 
Constitution.  Without  affirming  that  the  act  creates  a  perfect  corpo- 
ration, there  can  be  no  doubt  that  It  confers  upon  the  board  of  man- 
agers of  the  institution  which  it  is  inticnded  to  found  corporate  powers 
and  franchises  of  a  well-defined  character,  which  constitute  them  what 
is  known  as  a  quasi  corporation.  They  are  to  organize  themselves 
into  a  board,  by  the  election  of  a  president,  treasurer,  and  their 
necessary  officers;  are  to  continue  in  office  until  their  successors  are 
appointed,  thus  providing  for  a  continual  succession;  and  they  are 
to  be  subject  to  the  general  approval  and  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  thus  constituting  the  Secretary  a  visitor,  a  usual  incident  of 
eleemosynary  corporations.  They  have  powers  to  make  by-laws,  or  as 
the  act  expresses  it,  the  "power  to  make  all  requisite  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  the  government  of  the  institution ;  and  they  are  author- 
ized to  reoeive  endowments  from  individuals  and  from  the  States. 
These  are  all  ordinary  and  well-known  corporate  franchises.  But  if 
any  doubt  could  exist  as  to  whether  they  are  granted  to  the  board  as 
a  corporation,  or  quasi  corporation,  or  only  intrusted  to  them  as  indi- 
vidual trustees,  that  doubt  is  removed  by  the  second  section  of  the 
act.  That  section  provides  that  the  treasurer  shall  give  bond  with 
security  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties,  which  bond  shall  be 
payable  to  the  said  board  of  managers  and  their  successors  in  office, 
and  may  by  them  be  put  in  suit  in  any  State  or  Confederate  court 
having  jurisdiction.  It  cannot  be  understood  that  this  bond  is  to  be 
taken  to  and  sued  upon  by  the  lioard  of  managers  in  their  individual 
capaciti^  as  natur^  persons.  This  is  evident  from  two  considera- 
tions: 

First.  Such  a  power  would  be  supererogatory  and  useless,  since  as 
natural  persons  they  already  had  by  the  common  law  ample  right  to 

*  See  p.  116. 
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make  any  contract  and  take  any  bond  or  other  security  not  eonti^- 
vening  the  policy  of  the  law. 

Second.  Tlie  right  of  action  on  a  bond  payable  to  the  managers  as 
individaals  would,  in  the  courts  of  law,  remain  in  and  be  under  tlie  con- 
trol of  the  managers  after  they  had  gone  out  of  office;  and  in  case  of 
the  death  of  all  of  them  would  belong  to  the  peraonal  representative 
of  the  last  survivor;  and  to  prevent  these  inconveniences  it  is  ex- 
pressly provided  that  the  bond  should  be  payable  to  and  be  sued  on 
by  "the  board  of  managers  and  their  successors  in  office,"  which 
could  only  be  accomplished  by  constituting  them  to  tliat  extent  a 
coriwration. 

From  these  considerations  it  is  apparent  that  the  int«nt  of  the  act 
is  to  confer  corporate  powers  upon  the  board  of  managers;  and  that 
intent  is,  in  my  judgment,  beyond  the  powers  intrusted  to  Congress 
by  the  Constit\ition.  However  enlightened  opinions  may  have  dif- 
fered nnder  the  old  Oovemment,  the  whole  history  and  theory  of  the 
contest  in  which  we  are  engaged  and  the  express  rec<^nition  in  our 
Constitution  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  precludes  all  idea  of  so 
widely  extending  by  construction  the  field  of  implied  powers.  That 
there  is  no  such  power  expressly  granted  need  scarcely  be  remarked. 

But  if  this  view  of  the  intent  and  operation  of  the  act  be  discarded 
as  incorrect,  then  it  can  be  susceptible  of  but  one  other  interpretation. 
It  provides  for  the  support  and  comfort  of  soldiers  and  seamen  disabled 
in  the  public  service — a  class  in  all  countries  regarde'd  as  the  pecu- 
liar objects  of  governmental  benevolence.  The  institution  which  it 
founds  is  endowed,  in  part  at  least,  from  the  funds  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  real  estate  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  this  act  is  to  be 
leased  or  purchased  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  the  approval  of 
the  President,  as  the  property  of  the  Government.  Officers  in  the 
service  and  pay  of  the  Government  are  to  be  assigned  for  duty  at  the 
asylum.  •  Its  whole  management  is  to  be  subject  to  the  general  direc- 
tion and  control  of  a  high  officer  of  the  Government — ^the  Secretary  of 
War;  and  the  board  of  managers  are  required  to  report  to  the  Sec- 
retary, to  be  communicated  to  Congress  at  every  regular  session,  a 
statement  of  the  condition  of  the  institution.  It  is  then  a  Govern- 
ment institution,  and  its  officers  are  officers  of  tlie  Confederate  States ; 
but  they  are  not  to  be  appointed  in  any  of  tlie  ways  by  which  alone 
such  appointments  can  be  constitutionally  made — neither  by  the 
President,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  nor  by  the 
President  alone,  nor  by  the  courts  of  law,  nor  by  the  head  of  a  de- 
partment. The  managers  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governors  of 
the  several  States,  and  they  in  turn  are  to  appoint  their  president  and 
treasurer  and  fix  their  salaries. 

Theae  two  are,  in  my  judgment,  the  only  interpretations  of  which 
the  act  is  susceptible;  and  under  either  view  its  provisions  are  viola- 
tive of  the  Constitution. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

[Incloaure.] 

A  BILL  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  disabled  ofiScers  and  soldiers  an 
aqrlnm  to  be  called   The  Veteran  Soldiers'  Home." 

Section  1.  The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do 
enaciy  That  in  order  to  make  a  just  and  adequate  provision  for  th,e 
maintenance  and  comfort  of  officers  and  soldiers  or  seamen  who  have 
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heen  or  may  be  disabled  by  wounds  received  or  disease  eontrafted  in 
the  militarj'  or  naval  service  of  the  Confederate  States  during  the 

pending  war  the  sum  of  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 

appropriated,  to  be  expended,  or  so  much  thereof  aa  may  be  necessary, 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  the  approval  and  direction  of  the 
President,  in  the  lease  or  purchase  of  some  safe  and  suitable  location 
for  an  asylum  to  be  called  *'The  Veteran  Soldiers'  Home,"  and  for 
the  erection  and  furnishing  of  such  buildings  and  fixtures  as  the 
probable  number  of  inmates  may  render  necessary;  and  in  order  that 
the  several  Confederate  States  and  the  citizens  thereof  may  have  the 
opportunity  of  becoming  identified  with  this  philanthropic  and 
patriotic  enterprise,  and  of  participating  in  the  pleaning  and  grateful 
duty  of  contributing  to  the  relief  of  those  who  have  periled  all,  and 
have  been  disabled  in  the  service  of  their  country,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary'  of  War,  immediatety  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  to  invite  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  said  States,  through  the 
respective  Governors  thereof,  and  to  request  the  appointment  of  one 
person  on  behalf  of  each  State  as  a  manager  of  the  institution  hereby 
established;  and  the  several  persons  so  appointed  shall,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  assemble  at  some  time  to  be  designated  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  organize  themselves  into  a  board  of  managers  by  the 
election  of  a  president  and  other  necessary  officers,  with  such  com- 
pensation as  the  board  may  deem  adequate,  and  a  maJorit.y  of  the 
persons  composing  said  boani  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  trans- 
action of  business.  They  shall  continue  in  office  for  the  period  of 
two  years  from  the  date  of  their  appointment,  and  until  their  suc- 
cessors are  in  like  manner  appointed,  and  subject  t6  the  general 
approval  and  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  They  shall  have 
the  management  and  control  of  said  institution  and  the  power  to 
make  all  requisite  rules  and  regulations  therefor,  including  the  ap- 
pointment of  stewards  and  nurses,  the  organizing'a  police  force,  and 
other  necessary  arrangements.  Upon  their  recommendation  and 
application  the  proper  authorities  shall  appoint  or  assign  for  duty  at 
said  institution  a  commissary,  who  shall  provide  needful  supplies  for 
the  same  on  Government  account,  and  such  snigeons  and  assistant 
surgeons  in  the  pay  of  the  GrOTemment  as  the  wants  of  the  institu- 
tion may  require  or  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  skillful  and  success- 
ful mana^ment  of  an  infirmary,  which  the  board  may  establish  as  a 
part  of  the  institution  for  the  benefit  of  all  those  invalids,  soldiers  or 
f<eamen,  who  may  need  the  repose  and  treatment  furnished  therein, 
together  with  all  other  persons  of  said  classes  whose  wounds,  from 
hasty  field  operations,  require  further  surgical  attention;  and  the 
Suigeon-General  shall  be  authorized  to  appoint  the  most  skillful  sur- 
geons to  discharge  the  duties  of  said  infirmary.  They  shall  adopt 
snch  measures  as  they  may  deem  best  for  obtaining  contributions 
from  individuals  desiring  to  aid  the  enterprise,  and  shall  preserve  a 
registry,  which  shall  be  kept  open  to  public  inspection,  of  the  names 
of  snch  contributors  and  the  amount  contributed  by  each,  and  also 
all  donations  received  from  the  several  State  governments. 

Sec.  2.  The  funds  of  the  institution  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
a  treasurer  to  be  elected  by  the  board,  who,  before  assuming  the 
duties  of  his  office,  shall  enter  into  a  bond  and  security  for  the  faith- 
ful performance  thereof,  which  bond  shall  be  approved  by  the  board 
of  managers  and  made  payable  to  said  board  and  their  successors  in 
office,  and  may  by  them,  for  any  infraction  of  the  same,  be  put  in 
suit  in  any  State  or  Confederate  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the 
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amount.    The  said  funds,  subject  to  the  general  approval  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  expended  by  the  board  of  man- 1 
agers  in  the  erection  of  such  buildings,  fixtures,  and  appurtenances  j 
as  may  be  necessary,  and  in  providing  for  such  agricultural,  horticul- 

*  ral,  mechanical,  or  other  employment  or  pursuit,  as  the  wants  of  the 
institution  or  the  comfort  and  recreation  of  the  inmates  may  surest. 
The  said  board  shall,  before  the  assembling  of  each  regular  sessioo  of 
Congress,  submit  a  report  of  the  condition  and  state  of  affairs  of  the 
institution  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  com- 
municate to  Congress. 

Sec,  3.  The  beneficiaries  of  said  institution,  who  shall  l>e  entitled 
to  become  inmates  of  the  same,  shall  be  all  commissioned  and  dod- 
commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  private  soldiers  and  seamen 
who  have  been,  or  who  hereafter  may  be,  retired  or  discharged  by 
reason  of  wounds  or  injuries  received  or  disease  contracted  in  the 

'  military  or  naval  service  of  the  Confederate  States  in  the  line  of  their 
duty  during  the  pending  war;  and  any  person  claiming  the  benefit  of 
this  act  shall  present  his  application  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  | 
board  of  managers,  and  shall,  if  admitted,  be  subject  to  all  the  rulw  \ 
and  regulations  of  the  institution  so  long  as  he  remains  an  inmate  ; 
thereof.  He  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  admittance,  deposit  with  satk ! 
person  as  may  be  designated  by  the  board  of  mana^rs  all  certificates ' 
and  other  pai>ers  relating  to  his  discharge  from  the  service,  and  en- 1 
titling  him  to  future  pay  or  compensation  from  the  Government  as  a 
retired  or  discharged  officer,  soldier,  or  seaman,  which  said  pay  or 
compensation  shall,  during  the  time  of  his  continuance  in  the  instita- 
tion,  be  paid  by  the  disbursing  officer  making  such  payments  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  institution,  and  shall  constitute  a  part  of  the  general 
fund  of  the  same,  except  so  much  thereof  as  the  board  of  managers 
may  direct  to  be  Qaid,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  person  in  whose  right  | 
it  is  received. 

Sec.  4.  Any  beneficiary  of  said  institutiou  may  discontinue  his  con- 
nection therewith  at  his  option,  and  upon  withdrawing  from  the  same 
shall  be  entitled  to  withdraw,  also,  all  certificates  and  other  "p&^rs  \ 
deposited  by  him  at  the  time  of  his  admittance,  and  shall  be  remitted  | 
to  all  the  rights  and  benefits  secured  thereby. 


AN  ACT  to  anthorize  the  issne  of  certificates  for  interest  on  the  "  fifteen  million 

loan." 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enacts  That 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause 
certificates  to  be  issued,  in  such  form  as  he  shall  devise,  for  the  inter- 
est which  has  accrued,  or  which  shall  accrue,  on  the  registered  stock 
issued  under  authority  of  the  act  of  February  the  twenty-eighth,  eight-i 
een  hundred  and  sixty-one,  entitled,  "An  act  to  raise  money  for  the 
support  of  the  Government,  and  to  provide  for  the  defense  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America."  The  said  certificates  shall  be  pre- 
pared and  signed  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  in  favor  of  the  per-! 
sons,  respectively,  in  whose  names  the  said  stock  shall  be  standing  od| 
the  books  of  the  lYeasury,  or  their  order,  at  the  designated  periods 
and  shall  be  sent  by  him  to  the  Treasurer,  assistant  treasurers  and 
depositaries  located  at  the  places  where  said  interest  is  payable.  The 
said  certificates  shall  be  countersigned  by  the  Treasurer,  assistant 
treasurer,  or  depositary,  by  whom  they  shall  be  delivered;  and  shall 
be  receivable  in  payment  of  export  duty  on  cotton,  in  the  same  manner 
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asthe  coDpons  of  the  bonds  issued  under  said  net  of  February  twenty  ■ 
eighty  eighteen  hundred  and  8ixty-one,  now  are. 
Approved  February  11,  1864. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  11,  1864. 

His  ExeelleuQ'  John  Milton, 

Governor  of  Florida,  Tallahassee: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cations of  the  11th  and  26th  January  last.  They  have  not  been 
answered  sooner,  partly  in  consequence  of  the  necessity  from  their 
subjects  of  reference  to  different  bureaus  of  this  Department  for  con- 
sideration and  report,  and  partly  in  consequence  of  even  an  unusual 
pressure  of  important  business,  some  of  it  of  an  ui^nt  nature,  in 
attending  to  which  it  must  sometimes  happen  that  matters,  though 
of  more  intrinsic  importance,  yet  not  seeming  to  demand  such  imme- 
diate action,  will  be  apparently  unduly  delayed.  The  high  respect 
for  and  appreciation  of  yourself  personally  and  the  gallant  and  patri- 
otic State  you  so  worthily  represent  makes  me  regret  the  more  that 
you  in  this  instance  happened  to  be  subjected  to  an  apparent  neglect, 
only  seeming,  however,  and  certainly  unintentional.  A  report  from 
the  Ordnance  Bureau  w^  received  some  days  ago  on  the  subject 
referred  to  it,  and  until  the  receipt  of  your  telegram  of  yesterday  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  Bureau  had  communicated  directly 
with  you.  Ordera  were  issued  on  the  Isb  instant  to  Major  Humphreys, 
at  Columbus,  Ga.,  to  furnish  thecavalryequipmentsfor Major  Scott's 
battalion,  and  to  the  Richmond  and  Macon  arsenals  t«  furnish  to  that 
command  all  the  musketoons  on  hand,  amounting  to  some  300  or 
more.  You  were  informed  on  yesterday  by  telegraph  that  the  arms 
yon  applied  for  could  be  obtained  from  Major  Humphreys.  The  set- 
tled policy  of  this  Department  is  against  the  employment  of  men  fit 
for  field  service  in  other  capacities.  No  chief  of  a  bureau,  much  less 
subordinate  agents,  has  the  right  to  exempt  from  such  service  men 
liable  to  conscription  by  employing  them,  except  on  detail  made  by 
this  Department  specially,  which  is  done  reluctantly,  and  only  when 
indispensably  required  by  the  public  interests.  Orders  have  been 
issued  for  the  due  investigation  of  the  conduct  of  purchasing  and  im- 
pressing agents  in  your  State,  in  regard  to  the  subjects  mentioned  in 
your  commnnication,  with  instructions  to  make  the  proper  correction 
of  existing  causes  of  complaint  and  to  prevent  their  recurrence.  So 
much  of  your  communications  as  related  to  the  propriety  of  allowing 
a  purobase  of  the  corn  received  under  the  tax  in  kind  for  the  use  of 
the  families  of  soldiers  was  referred  to  Col.  Larkin  Smith,  in  charge 
of  that  subject.  His  reply,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,*  will,  I  think, 
be  found  satisfactory  and  fully  meet  your  views.  I  had  directed  this 
to  be  directly  communicated  to  you.  I  regret  that  circumstances 
render  it  inexpedient  to  send  Perry's  brigade  to  Florida  to  recruit  its 
diminished  ranks  as  desired  by  the  officers  and  yourself.  The  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  in  the  south  and  west,  threatened  for  some  time 
past,  and  now  in  progress,  have  interposed  objections  to  any  exchanges 
of  troops  that  could  be  avoided.  The  reluctance  felt  by  Greneral  Lee 
to  part  with  that  gallant  brigade,  whose  courage  and  conduct  have 

•See  p.  18. 
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been  so  often  signally  displayed  under  his  command,  is  a  tribute  well 
deserved  by  them,  and  should  soften  the  disappointment  they  natu- 
rally feel.  It  is  hoped  that  the  mode  proposed  by  him  .to  replenisli 
their  ranks  will  relieve  them  from  all  appiehensions  of  the  consolida 
tion  of  regiments,  and  will  enable  them  with  restored  numbers  to 
raise  still  higher  the  pride  their  native  State  mast  feel  in  their 
achievements. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secreiary  of  War. 


AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  Qoveraor  to  call  into  the  State  service  free  persons  of 

color. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enaded  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  Oeneral  Assembly  convened.  That 
the  Governor  of  this  State  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  call  into 
the  service  of  the  State  all  free  men  of  color,  resident  in  this  State, 
between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty-five,  not  physically  and  mentally 
disabled,  and  to  place  them  in  such  branches  of  the  service  as  he  may 
deem  compatible  with  their  civil  status. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted^  <&c..  That  to  effect  this  the  Governor 
be  authorized  to  adopt  whatever  system  of  enrollment  he  may  deem 
most  expedient. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c.,  That  when  said  free  persons  of 
color  shall  have  been  called  into  the  service  the}'  shall  be  subjected 
to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  and  shall  receive  the  same  compen- 
sation as  other  persons  in  the  same  branches  of  the  service. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  <S:c.,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  transfer  said  persons  of  color  to  the  Confederate 
Government  whenever  the  enrollment  of  said  persons  shall  have  been 
completed :  Provided,  Said  persons  of  color  shall  be  exempt  from  said 
service  by  putting  an  able-bodied  slave  in  his  place. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enactedf  &c.j  That  this  act  shall  take  effect 
from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  February  11,  1864. 


General  Orders,  (       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  20.  j"  Richmond,  February  12,  186^. 

The  first  paragraph  of  General  Orders,  No.  138, 1863,  is  modified  by 
the  omission  of  the  words  *'in  States  in  which  provisions  have  not 
been  made  on  this  subject"  (impressment  of  slaves);  and  clause  7  of 
the  same  order  is  so  far  modified  as  to  allow  the  rate  of  compensation 
for  slaves  impressed  under  the  act  of  26th  of  March,  1863,  to  be 
established  by  appraisers  appointed  under  that  act;  provided  the 
price  thus  fixed  does  not  exceed  the  sum  prescribed  by  the  law  of  the 
State  in  which  such  slaves  are  impressed. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 
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Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Dbpartmbnt, 

Richmondy  Fa.,  February  IS,  I864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Howmx  Cobb, 

Atlanta^  Gd.: 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  has  been  received. 

I  am  much  gratified  to  hear  such  encouraging  accounts  both  in  rela- 
tion t;>  supplies  and  to  the  reserves  of  population.  Surely  they  will 
not  be  held  back  in  a  struggle  for  all  that  is  dear  to  a  people. 

1  have  regretted  much  to  differ  from  you  on  the  subject  of  re-enlist- 
ing and  recruiting  our  armies.  Sach  was  my  confidence  in  your  judg- 
ment that  I  submitted  your  telegrams  and  letter  to  the  President, 
telling  him  frankly  yonr  convictions  made  me  distrust  my  own.  lie 
concluded  to  adhere  to  the  system  which  the  law  contemplated.  Yon 
have  always  relied  rather  more  than  myself  on  the  spontaneous  action 
of  the  x>cople  and  favored  the  volun^ry  oi^anizations.  I  confess  I 
think  the  time  for  great  results  from  such  means  has  passed,  and  that 
the  authority  of  law  and  the  agencies  of  a  general  well-adjusted  sys- 
tem of  xiniform  operation  the  best  means.  Especially  in  regard  to 
our  Army  do  I  deem  a  fixed  and  veteran  organization  of  disciplined 
Vroops  indispensable.  We  must  keep  up  and  even  increase  the  vet- 
eran corps.  New  oi^anizations,  however  spirited,  cannot  contend 
with  men  practiced  and  trained  in  arms.  We  have  the  better  mate- 
rial of  fighting  men;  but  we  must  secure  them  equal  advanU^  of 
training  and  discipline  to  maintain  superiority.  Hence,  I  earnestly 
strive  to  throw  the  new  recruits  into  the  old  organizations. 

It  needed  not  your  assnrance  to  convince  that  you  would  acquiesce 
in  the  decision  of  the  highest  authority  and  give  all  your  aid  to  carry 
it  into  e£Fect.    Your  patriotism  and  good  sense  were  guarantees  f(»r 
that  to  all  who  know  and  appreciate  you  as  I  do. 
Ver/ truly,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Serrefary  of  War. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  iJ?,  I864. 

His  ExcellenCT  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina : 
In  the  pressure  of  business  I  have  postponed  for  several  days  a  reply 
to  your  last  letter,  suggesting  that  difficulties  in  relation  to  the  steam- 
ers Don  and  Hansa  might  be  solved  by  the  Government  acquiring 
one-fourth  interest  in  these  steamers.  It  has  been  our  policy  not  to 
iicquire  less  than  a  controlling  interest  heretofore  in  any  contracts 
made.  The  recent  legislation  confirms  me  in  this  view,  I  am  willing 
to  place  the  State  on  the  same  footing  with  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment in  the  shipments  that  have  been  made;  that  is,  to  credit  to  the 
owners  the  qnantity  taken  out  for  the  State,  just  as  if  it  had  been 
tiiken  for  the  Confederate  States.  The  Don  and  Hansa  have  taken 
one-foorth  for  your  State;  the  agent  at  Bermnda  and  Nassau  the  dif- 
ference between  one-fourth  and  one-third,  which  the  vessels  would 
have  been  compelled  to  take  if  they  had  continued  to  run  under 
arrangements  with  the  Confederate  Government.  For  the  future  it 
will  he  necessary  to  make  the  terms  upon  which  cotton  is  taken  out 
for  the  States  and  for  the  Confederate  Government  uniform,  or  the 
result  will  be  a  competition  ruinous  to  each. 
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Upon  application  from  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
for  the  steamer  Alice,  and  of  the  State  of  Vii^inia  for  the  steamer 
City  of  Petersburg,  I  have  at  once  directed  the  agent  that  cotton  taken 
out  by  these  steamers,  for  account  of  the  States  named,  on  the  same 
terms  as  fixed  for  the  Confederate  Government,  will  be  considered  as 
if  taken  for  the  Confederate  Government  and  credited  accordingly. 
This  arrangement  has  been  satisfactory  here  and  to  Governor  Bonham, 
and  I  earnestly  hope  will  be  so  to  you. 

Congress  has  just  legislated  on  the  subject,  authorizing  shipment  by 
private  individuals  only  under  license  granted  by  the  Confederate 
Government,  reserving  to  the  States  the  right  to  ship  out  on  their 
steamers  their  own  cotton.  Uniform  regulations  will  be  drawn  up  as 
required  by  this  law,  and  it  shall  be  my  effort  to  make  them  such  as 
to  facilitate  the  efforts  of  the  State  and  Confederate  governments 
in  exporting  cotton  and  introducing  supplies  and  munitions  of  war. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  Va.,  February  13^  IS64. 

The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America: 

I  feel  impelled  by  the  condition  of  the  country  earnestly  to  recom- 
mend to  your  adoption  the  extension  of  the  conscription  already 
recommended  in  my  annual  message  of  the  7th  of  December  last,  and 
to  inform  you  that  the  preparations  made  by  the  enemy  for  the  cam- 
paign of  the  present  year  warn  us  that  our  armies  in  the  field  must 
be  re-enforced  to  the  utmost  possible  extent. 

The  agricultural  interests  of  the  country  must  be  protected  and 
fostered  or  we  shall  be  unable  to  raise  the  supplies  necessary  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  Army  as  well  as  of  the  p>eople  at  home.  How  is 
this  to  be  done  ? 

There  is  no  possibility  of  affording  adequate  local  protection  by  our 
armies  in  the  field,  which  must  of  necessity  be  kept  concentrated  to 
resist  the  main  columns  of  the  invading  forces  of  the  enemy.  Our 
farms  and  depots  can  only  be  protected  from  destructive  raids  by  the 
men  who  remain  at  home  engaged  in  manufactural,  agricultural,  and 
other  pursuits.  There  are  but  two  modes  of  rendering  these  classes 
available  for  such  purposes.  One  is  by  calling  them  out  as  militia; 
the  other  by  enrolling  them  under  Confederate  authority.  I  propose 
in  a  few  words  to  contrast  these  modes. 

If  those  left  at  home  are  available  only  as  militia,  it  will  become 
necessary  to  make  requisitions  for  them  on  the  States  in  advance  of 
any  pressing  necessity  for  their  services,  because  of  the  delays  which 
are  always  involved  in  obtaining  forces  under  such  calls.  When 
called  out  it  will  naturally  result  that  the  men  will  be  retained  for 
long  periods  in  the  field  or  in  camp,  to  be  ready  for  emei^encies,  as 
they  could  not,  if  discharged,  be  promptly  recalled  when  required. 
This  method  of  using  the  reserves  will  tell  with  disastrous  effect  on 
our  f^riculture. 

On  the  other  hand,  troops  for  local  defense  and  special  service,  as 
organized  under  the  act  of  2l8t  of  August,  1861,  would  afford  the 
commander-in-chief  the  means  of  calling  out  the  men  embraced  in 
such  organizations  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  enable  him,  without 
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impmdenee,  to  diflmiss  them  the  moment  the  dan^^er  had  disappeared. 
They  would  probably  not  be  absent  from  the  fields  and  workshops 
more  than  two  or  three  weeks  at  a  time,  and  there  would  thus  be  no 
serious  interruption  of  the  productive  industry  of  the  country.  If 
the  spirit  which  rendered  the  volunteering  so  general  among  all 
classes  of  citizens  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  were  still  prevalent, 
there  would  be  no  necessity  for  the  proposed  legislation,  as  the  citizens 
would  readily  join  the  organizations  provided  in  the  law  above  men- 
tioned. Bnt  as  this  is  not  the  case,  it  is  necessary  that  conscription 
for  local  defense  should  replace  volnnteering. 

If  Congress  should  decline  to  adopt  this  measure,  which  my  sense 
of  what  is  needed  for  the  public  defense  forces  me  again  to  urge  upon 
its  attention,  I  am  unable  to  perceive  from  what  source  we  are  to 
obtain  the  men  necessary  not  only  to  repel  raids  but  to  relieve  the 
large  number  of  able-bodied  soldiers  now  detailed  from  the  Army  for 
local  service  in  the  States. 

I  trust  that  my  conviction  of  the  pressing  necessity  for  this  legisla- 
tion in  aid  of  the  public  defense  will  be  received  by  Congress  as  a 
sufficient  justification  for  this  renewal  of  the  recommendation  con- 
tained in  the  message  addressed  to  you  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Obtiue  OB-  Chdef  District  Coukissary, 

Atlanta^  Gu.y  Feiyruary  23,  1864. 

Col.  L.  B.  Northrop, 

Commissary- General  of  Svbsistence,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
Colonel:  I  beg  leave  to  inclose  copies  of  a  dispatch  from  Major 
French  yesterday  and  my  reply.  In  this  connection  I  inclose  the 
correspondence  between  Governor  Brown  and  myself,  embracing  my 
letters  of  January  18  and  February  1,  and  his  replies  of  January  28 
and  February  6,  and  my  rejoinder  of  February  12.  Upon  these  prem- 
ises I  propose  to  give  you  a  succinct  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case. 
Some  three  months  since  Mr.  B.  P.  Glenn,  of  the  firm  of  Glenn,  Carr 
Se  Wright,  visited  Richmond  and  proposed  to  distill  whisky  for  this 
department,  giving  one  gallon  of  whisky  for  every  bushel  of  corn 
turned  over  to  them.  This  agreement  met  with  your  approval  and 
was  entered  into  by  me.  I  regarded  it  as  the  beet  that  could  possibly 
be  made  for  the  Government,  the  cheapest  and  iu  fact  the  only 
method  by  which  a  supply  could  be  secured  for  this  department. 
Many,  I  may  say  hundreds,  of  contracts  had  been  made  to  pay  a 
stipulated  price  for  whisky  for  this  and  other  departments.  They  all 
led  to  an  abuse  of  distillation,  a  failure  to  furnish  the  required  quan- 
tity, which  was  in  nearly  every  case  attributed  to  the  inability  to 
procure  grain.  Of  course  when  the  grain  is  furnished  no  such  excuse 
can  be  made.  This  plan,  therefore,  seemed  to  me  the  only  reliable 
and  practicable  plan  by  which  the  wants  of  the  department  could  be 
supplied.  I  thereupon  made  several  other  contracts  upon  the  same 
terms.  Soon  afterward  I  was  informed  that  the  statutes  of  this  State 
required  the  entire  product  of  the  grain  to  be  furnished  to  the  Con- 
federate States  Government.  I  at  once  amended  all  contracts  not  in 
accordance  with  the  statutes,  requiring  all  whisky  made  from  the 
grain  turned  over  to  the  distiller  to  be  furnished  me,  I  paying  a  stipu- 
lated price,  in  no  case  exceeding  that  established  by  the  commission- 
ers for  any  excess  over  five  quarts  to  the  bushel  in  most  cases,  and 
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one  gallon  in  the  rest.  As  the  correspondence  shows,  General  John- 
ston held  a  conference  with  me  and  thought  it  adv^ble  in  certain 
contingencies  to  increase  the  supply  of  whisky  to  the  army  to  content 
them  with  a  deficiency  of  meat,  wliieh  was  then  creating  great  dissat- 
isfaction. I  thereupon  addressed  my  letter  of  18tli  to  Governor 
Brown.  After  receiving  his  reply  of  28th  I  sent  my  letter  of  Feb- 
ruary 1,  simply  with  a  desire  to  know  whether  he  (or  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia) would  interfere  with  the  distillation  of  grain  belonging  to  the 
Government.  This  letter  brought  out  his  extraordinary  communica- 
tion of  February  6.  My  first  impulse  was  to  reply  in  the  same  tone 
and  spirit  in  which  it  was  evidently  conceived  and  written.  A  sense 
of  duty,  however,  to  my  position  dictated  my  reply  of  the  12th,  and 
here  the  correspondence  now  rests. 

I  wish  now  to  state  a  few  facts  for  your  consideration.  When  the 
President  was  here  some  months  since  Governor  Brown  ui^ed.  upon 
his  aide,  General  Lee,  the  propriety  of  declaring  all  North  G«orgia 
impracticable,  i.  e.,  unable  to  furnish  the  tax  in  kind,  or  any  other 
supplies,  without  distressing  the  inhabitants.  Consent  was  given 
after  some  debate  that  certain  counties  should  bo  so  declared.  Since 
the  prospect  of  occupation  by  the  enemy,  and  especially  since  the 
orders  authorizing  me  to  pay  the  market  price  for  supplies,  the  patri- 
otic citizens  of  these  counties  have  astonished  me  with  their  hidden 
treasures  which  they  wish  to  sell  or  exchange  for  the  same  kind  in 
the  lower  portion  of  the  State.  To  be  sure,  the  quantity  is  utterly 
inadequate  to  the  supply  of  the  army,  but  enough  to  satisfy  my 
mind  that  when  soldiera*  families  suffer  for  bread  it  is  solely  be- 
cause the  soldier's  pay  of  $11  per  month  is  not  sufficient  to  pay  the 
prices  which  these  patriotic  farmers  have  fixed  upon  their  provisions. 
Below  here  thousands  upon  thousands  of  bushels  of  com  belon^ng 
to  the  Government  will  be  lost  for  want  of  transportation  unless  it 
can  be  distilled  and  the  slops  used  in  feeding  bo^  and  cattle.  The 
weevil  proved  our  friend  last  year  in  forcing  the  farmer  to  send  his 
corn  to  market.  This  year  it  is  proving  our  bane.  Thousands  of 
bushels  collected  from  the  tax  in  kind  have  come  to  this  place  weevil- 
eaten  and  only  fit  for  making  whisky.  The  corn  was  supposed  to  be 
of  the  last  crop.  On  its  arrival  it  has  proved  to  be  corn  grown  the 
previous  year,  evidently  hoarded  and  then  substituted  for  just  dues 
to  the  Government.  From  this  stuff  what  can  we  expect  to  obtain 
except  whisky,  and  what  can  we  expect  from  the  tithings  of  another 
year,  unless  those  of  the  present  are  collected  promptly  and  dispcmed 
of?  In  God's  name,  say  1,  give  the  army  and  the  people  all  the  bread 
they  want,  but  let  not  the  surplus  be  wasted  and  lost,  and  let  enough 
bo  converted  into  whisky  to  supply  the  actual  wants  of  the  army. 

I  say  nothing  more  of  the  part  I  have  taken  in  this  matter  except 
that  I  have  tried  to  do  my  duty.  In  common  with  other  departments 
I  have  experienced  unlooked-for  opposition  from  the  State  authori- 
ties. They  seem  bent  on  subordinating  the  best  interests  and  suc- 
cess of  the  Confederacy  to  their  self-conceived  notions  of  justice  and 
patriotism,  and  an  insane  desire  to  preserve  the  material  interests 
and  welfare  of  all  citizens.  My  report  of  peraons  employed  by  me 
yon  will  receive  in  a  few  days  through  Major  Locke. 
Very  respectfully,  Ac, 

J.  P.  CUMMINGS, 
Mc^or  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 
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(iBOkMimNo.  1.) 

Richmond,  February  12,  IHH^. 

Uaj.  J.  F.  Ctthhimos: 

Have  yon  made  any  contracto  for  the  mannf acturing  of  whisky?  If 
so,  upon  what  terms?  Reply  immediately  by  telegraph. 
By  order  of  Commissary-GeneTal: 

S.  B.  FRENCH, 
Major  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

(lulwunt  No.  2.] 

Atlanta,  February  J2,  1864. 

Itfaj.  S.  B.  Frknch, 

JRichrnond,  Va.: 

I  have  contracts  for  about  3,000  gallons  whisky  per  month.  Terms, 
five  quarts  whisky  for  bushel  com,  and  the  excess  to  be  furnished  me 
at  commissioners'  price.  I  estimate  the  cost  not  to  exceed  44  per 
gallon,  and  all  whisky  distilled  by  my  contractors  to  be  turned  over 
to  the  Govemment.    I  write  by  mail. 

J.  F.  CUMMINGS, 
Major  and  Commissary  of  Suhsistettfe. 

[lDclo«nr«  No.  S.] 

Ofucb  of  Chief  District  Commissary, 

AUarUa,  Oa.y  January  18^  I864. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  E.  Brown, 

MiUedgemUey  Oa.: 

Snt:  I  have  just  returned  from  the  front,  where  I  have  held  a  con- 
sultation with  General  Johnston  about  feeding  the  army.  In  the 
frequent  want  of  animal  food  he  has  determined  to  issue  rations  of 
whisky,  and  to  do  this  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  make  contracts  for 
the  same  in  large  quantities.  I  have  already  made  several,  and  in  all 
eases  require  contractors  to  furnish  me  the  entire  product  of  the  grain 
turned  over  to  them.  My  object  in  addressing  you  is  to  ascertain  if, 
under  the  statutes  of  the  State,  any  other  steps  are  necessary  to  ena- 
ble my  contractors  to  carry  out  their  agreements.  Please  answer  at 
your  earliest  convenience,  as  the  demands  upon  me  for  whisky  are 
argent  and  beyond  my  present  means  of  supply. 
Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  CUMMINGS, 
Major  and  Commissary  of  Stibsisi^ce. 

[iBclwnn  No.  4.] 

Office  of  Chief  District  Commissary, 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  February  i,  I864. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  £.  Brown, 

Governor,  <fcc.,  MiUedgeviUe,  Ga.: 
Sm:  Tonrs  of  28th  received.  I  do  not  propose  to  use  any  hut  the 
com  of  the  tax  in  kind  belonging  to  the  Govemment  in  making 
whisky  near  the  railroads  and  navigable  streams.  Will  you  please 
inform  me  at  your  earliest  convenience  whether  you  will  attempt  to 
prevent  the  distillation  of  grain  belonging  to  the  Confederate  States 
Government,  being  receipts  from  the  tax  in  kind,  whenever  and 
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wherever  they  may  deem  proper?   The  array  needs  the  whisky,  and  I 
am  now  unable  to  respond  to  the  calls  upon  me« 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  F.  CUMMINGS, 
Major  and  Commvisary  of  Subsistence. 

[Inctmurv  No.  5.] 

Executive  Dbpabtmbnt, 

MiUedgemOej  January  28,  J864. 

Maj.  J.  F.  CUMMINGS: 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  I  state  that  the  laws  of  (}eoi^^  will  not 

tolerate  any  such  consumption  of  grain  by  distillation  as  you  propose. 
When  the  country  is  so  hard  pressed  for  bread  I  shall  order  the 
prompt  prosecution  of  every  man  who  runs  a  still  without  a  license 
from  the  State,  and  I  shall  grant  no  license  to  stills  in  Upx>er  Geoi^a. 
The  law  only  authorizes  me  to  grant  license  to  distill  a  small  addi- 
tional quantity  by  Confederate  distillers,  and  these  most  be  located 
in  Southern  and  Southwestern  Georgia,  over  twenty  miles  from  a 
railroad  or  navigable  stream. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN. 

[InelMore  No.  S.] 

ExECDTivE  Department, 
MilledgeviUe,  Go.,  February  6,  I864. 

Maj.  J.  F.  CUMHXNGS: 

Sir:  Your  letter  inqniring  whether  I  will  "attempt  to  prevent  the 
distillation  of  grain  belonging  t-o  the  Confederate  Stutes  Government, 
being  receipts  from  the  tfu  in  kind,  wherever  and  whenever  they  may 
deem  proper,"  is  received.  In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  it  is  as  much 
a  violation  of  the  penal  laws  of  this  State  for  any  person,  no  matter 
what  his  position  may  be,  to  distill  Government  com  in  this  State  with- 
out a  license  from  the  Governor  as  it  is  to  distill  the.  com  of  a  citizen  or 
to  commit  the  crime  of  theft  or  swindling;  and  while  I  am  responsible 
as  the  Executive  of  the  State  I  shall  attempt  to  execute  her  criminal 
laws  as  well  as  her  civil.  The  Legislature  of  this  State  by  express 
statute  provided  how  much  whisky  and  alcohol  might  be  made  of 
grain  within  the  limits  of  the  State  for  the  Confederate  Government, 
with  the  license  of  the  Governor,  but  made  it  highly  penal  for  any  to 
be  made  without  such  license,  and  limited  the  quantity  beyond  which 
the  license  should  not  be  griuited  by  the  Governor.  It  is  therefore  as 
much  a  violation  of  the  criminal  laws  of  this  State  for  a  Confederate 
officer  to  make  whisky  without  a  license  as  it  is  for  any  other  person 
to  do  so.  The  ownership  of  the  corn  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  question.  You  seem  to  think  that  because  the  corn  is  tithe 
corn  the  Govemment  agents  may  distill  it  in  violation  of  the  criminal 
laws  of  the  State  without  guilt.  If  so,  why  may  they  not  distill  corn 
purchased  by  the  Government;  and  if  they  may  do  this,  why  may 
they  not  distill  any  which  they  choose  to  impress?  The  Govemment 
claims  the  ownership  of  the  com  in  the  one  case  as  well  as  the  other. 
If  it  may  distill  tithe  corn  it  may  impress  the  bread  out  of  the  months 
of  the  wives  and  children  of  soldiers  and  distill  that  also.  No  such 
pretensions  will  be  acquiesced  in  a  moment  by  the  State. 

You  say  the  demand  for  whisky  for  the  army  is  heavy.  I  reply, 
the  demand  for  bread  in  the  army  and  at  home  is  much  greater. 
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One  thing  is  very  certain,  there  is  not  corn  enoagh  in  the  country  to 
famish  the  people  and  the  army  with  rations  of  bread  and  whisky. 
One  or  the  other  must  be  dispensed  with,  and  in  my  judgment  no 
man  connected  with  the  army,  unless  he  Is  a  toper,  or  expects  to 
make  money  out  of  the  distillation,  can  hesitate  to  decide  in  favor 
of  bread.  If  the  question  is  left  to  the  decision  of  a  soldier  who  is  a 
man,  whether  he  shall  have  his  drink  of  whisky  in  camp  or  hia  wife 
and  children  shall  have  bread  at  home,  there  will  be  no  hesitation. 
He  will  decide  in  favor  of  bread.  I  have  lately  been  through  Upper, 
Middle,  and  Southwestern  Georgia,  and  have  observed  closely^  and  I 
am  quite  sure  the  prospects  of  suffering  for  bread  are  alarming.  In 
this  state  of  things  I  feel  that  I  should  merit  the  censure  of  all  good 
men  if  I  were  to  allow  more  corn  distilled  into  whisky  than  is 
actnally  necessary  for  hospital  purposes.  What  whisky  is  made  under 
license  hereafter  to  be  granted  must  be  made  in  Southern  or  South- 
western Georgia,  and  made  as  the  statute  requires — of  grain  grown 
over  twenty  miles  from  a  railroad  or  navigable  stream.  If  the  Gov- 
ernment converts  the  tithe  com  of  Upper  Georgia  into  whisky,  it 
must  take  from  the  people  by  impressment  as  many  bushels  as  it 
thus  destroys  for  the  use  of  the  army.  Hence  the  mischief  is  just 
as  great  as  if  it  distilled  corn  which  its  officers  have  impressed. 

Another  very  serious  objection  to  leaving  this  matter  to  your  dis- 
cretion is,  if  I  am  not  incorrectly  informed,  that  you  consume  one 
and  one-half  times  more  com  than  is  necessary.  I  am  informed  that 
the  rule  is  to  deliver  the  Government  corn  to  the  distiller,  and  receive 
in  exchange  for  a  bushel  of  corn  one  gallon  of  whisky — possiblj'  in 
some  cases  five  quarts.  Persons  who  are  practical  distillers  tell  me 
that  a  bushel  of  com  will  make  two  and  one-half  gallons  of  as  good 
whisky  as  is  now  generally  selling  in  the  market  at  about  $50  per 
gallon.  Thus  you  give  the  distiller,  if  no  Government  officer  has  any 
part  of  the  prolits,  $75  per  bushel  to  distill  the  Government  corn,  as 
he  can  make  one  gallon  for  you  and  one  and  one-half  for  himself. 
Suppose  the  Government  wants  25,000  gallons  of  whisky.  This  can 
be  made  of  10,000  bushels  of  corn.  Then  why  distill  25,000  bushels 
of  com  to  get  25,000  gallons?  Why  not  consume  only  10,000  bushels 
of  com  and  pay  the  distiller  a  reasonable  compensation  in  money  and 
leave  the  other  15,000  bushels  for  bread?  If  these  kinds  of  contracts 
are  continued  while  the  i>oor  are  suffering  for  bread,  the  country 
will  ask,  and  have  a  right  to  an  answer,  why  it  is  so. 

The  laws  of  Georgia  and  regulations  of  this  department  have  wisely, 
I  think,  provided  against  this  kind  of  favoritism  or  fraud.  They 
require  the  distiller  who  has  a  license  to  distill  for  the  Confederate 
Government  to  deliver  every  gallon  made  out  of  the  grain  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  allow  him  to  retain  none  of  it  for  speculation.  The 
Government  pays  him  a  stipulated  price  in  money  for  his  labor,  and 
he  is  required  before  he  gets  the  license  to  file  his  affidavit  in  writing 
that  he  will  make  no  more  than  is  mentioned  in  the  license,  and  tliat 
he  will  deliver  it  all  to  the  Government.  Why  should  a  Confederate 
oiBcer  object  to  having  the  distiller  put  upon  these  terms,  and  prefer 
to  give  him  a  bushel  of  com  for  a  gallon  of  whisky?  lie  who  does 
so  object  and  attempts  to  engage  in  or  enconrage  such  unreasonable 
speculation,  if  not  peculation,  in  defiance  of  the  penal  laws  of  this 
State,  must  expect  to  suffer  the  penalties  which  the  law  prescribes. 
If  you  have  occasion  to  complain  of  this  decision  to  your  superior 
officers,  yon  will  be  expected  to  furnish  them  a  copy  of  this  letter. 
Respectfully, 


JOSEPH  E.  BROWN. 
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[Ii>eliMnraN^o.T.] 

Offick  of  Ohibf  District  Commissary, 

Febnmry  12,  I864, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  E.  Brown, 

Oovemory  dErc,  MiUedgeviUe,  Oa.: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu- 
nication of  6th  instant,  which  has  been  carefully  noticed.  1  am 
convinced  from  the  tenor  of  your  letter  that  you  have  entirely  mis- 
construed both  my  motives  and  action. 

On  the  18th  of  January  I  addressed  you  a  plain  inquiry,  and  stated 
that  my  contractors  would  be  required  to  furnish  me  the  entire  prod- 
uct of  all  grain  turned  over  to  them.  My  subsequent  communica- 
tion of  February  1 1  addressed  to  you  to  obtain  further  information, 
and  not  with  the  most  remote  idea  of  aiding  or  abetting  in  setting  at 
defiance  the  laws  of  the  State.  My  letters  were  conceived  and,  as  I 
think,  couched  in  respectful  and  courteous  language.  Their  aim  was 
to  avoid  any  confusion  or  clashing  between  the  State  and  Confederate 
authorities,  and  if  possible  secure  such  concert  of  action  as  would 
enable  me  to  carry  out  the  orders  received  at  headquarters.  Since  1 
have  been  a  commissioned  officer  I  have  ever  tried  to  devote  my  ener- 
gies and  industry  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  arduous  and  often 
thankless  duties  of  my  position.  I  am  satisfied  from  the  tone  of  your 
letters  that  my  operations  have  been  misrepresented  to  yon  and  my 
motives  impugned,  and  therefore  write  to  disabuse  your  mind  on  this 
point. 

My  first  contracts,  not  having  been  in  strict  accordance  with  law, 
were  amended  so  soon  as  I  was  advised  of  the  fact  by  our  mutual 
friend,  Major  Steele.  None  have  since  been  made  that  did  not,  as  I 
conceived,  conform  strictly  to  the  statutes  of  the  State.  My  contracts 
altogether  thus  far  would  not  consume  over  3,000  bushels  of  com 
per  month,  a  large  portion  of  which  will  be  refuse  and  weevil-eaten 
and  wholly  unfit  for  bread  or  stock  feed,  I  expect  to  feed  Govern- 
ment stock,  hogs  and  cattle,  with  the  slops,  which  are  better  for  them 
than  the  com  before  distillation.  My  object  in  all  cases  is  to  use  com 
not  fit  for  bread,  and  as  far  as  possible  place  distilleries  in  localities 
where  it  could  not  be  moved  out  and  would  be  destroyed  and  lost  to 
the  Government. 

With  this  statement  of  facts,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  any  insinuation 
of  complicity  in  fraud  and  corruption  on  my  part  are  false  and  slan- 
derous, and  I  should  be  obliged  to  ^ou  for  the  names  of  the  parties 
who  have  made  them,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  in  order  that  I 
may  properly  vindicate  myself.  Our  mutual  friend  General  Foster, 
thinking  that  there  was  a  needless  waste  of  grain  in  making  whisky, 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  was  subsequently 
referred  to  me.  I  have  had  an  interview  with  him,  and  he  is  now 
satisfied  with  the  terms  of  my  contracts  aijd  will  write  you  on  the 
subject. 

Very  resi>ectfully,  Ac., 

J.  F.  CUMMINGS, 
Mc^or  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 
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Post-Officb  Department, 

Sichmondt  February  16,  IS64. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon, 

Secreiary  of  War: 

Snt:  I  have  been  prevented  from  making  an  earlier  answer  to  your 
letter  of  the  3d  instant,  partly  by  ill-health  and  partly  by  the  pres- 
sure of  other  duties.  In  relation  to  the  case  of  the  postmaster  at 
Ivor,  Va.,  about  which  I  wrote  you  on  the  7th  of  January,  an  inves- 
tigation subsequently  made  by  a  special  agent  of  this  Department 
shows  that  the  complaint  of  the  postmaster  was  without  just  founda- 
tion. It  Is  therefore  proper  for  me  to  withdraw  my  request  for  the 
Interposition  of  your  authority  in  this  case.  In  relation  to  the  cases 
presented  in  my  letter  of  October  10  and  November  17,  our  under- 
standing of  the  object  had  in  view  in  the  passage  of  the  law  of  April 
14,  1863,  ''exempting  contractors  for  carrying  the  maiUs,  Ac,  from 
military  service,"  and  of  its  correct  interpretation,  are  so  different 
that  I  deem  it  proper  to  state  such  reasons  as  occur  to  me  in  support 
of  the  views  presented  in  my  former  letters  and  in  answer  to  yours. 
The  only  point  on  which  there  seems  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion 
between  us  is  as  to  whether  persons  who  become  contractors  while  in 
the  military  service  are  entitled  to  exemption  while  they  remain  such 
contractors.  I  should  say,  in  passing,  that  the  questions  were  raised 
by  officers  executing  the  law  of  conscription  which  were  in  my  mind 
as  well  as  the  one  above  stated,  when  in  my  letter  of  October  19  I 
said  that  "this  Department  has  been  very  much  annoyed  by  the 
impediments,  seemingly  of  every  possible  kind,  which  have  been 
thrown  in  its  way  by  the  action  of  the  conscript  officers  of  perfecting 
the  contracts  made  during  the  past  summer  for  carrying  the  mails." 
For  instance,  while  it  was  assumed  that  no  one  was  entitled  to  exemp- 
tion who  was  in  the  military  service  at  the  time  of  making  a  contract, 
it  was  also  assumed  that  no  one  was  entitled  to  exemption  who  had 
not  an  existing  contract  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act  exempt- 
ing contractors;  and  in  a  number  of  cases  contractors  who  had  become 
such  in  July  preceding  the  passage  of  the  act  of  April  14,  18G3,  were 
arrested  and  held  for  military  service  by  the  conscript  officers. 
Repeated  cases  of  these  kinds  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  this 
Department.  To  have  carried  out  these  constructions  would  have 
entirely  defeated  the  purposes  of  the  law.  This  will  be  better  under- 
stood by  a  statement  of  the  necessity  and  reasons  which  induced  the 
passage  of  the  law. 

On  the  11th  of  October,  1862,  Congress  repealed  the  act  of  April  21, 
1862,  which  exempted  mail  contractors  from  the  performance  of  mili- 
tary service.  Bids  were  to  be  received  to  the  31st  of  March,  and  con- 
tracts were  to  be  awarded  on  the  30th  of  April,  1863,  pui-suant  to 
previous  notice  by  advertisement  for  carrying  the  mails  for  four 
yearn,  from  the  1st  of  July,  1863,  in  the  States  of  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Geoj^ia,  and  Florida.  There  were  887 
routes  to  be  let  to  contract  at  that  ^ime  in  these  States.  On  the  11th 
of  March,  within  twenty  days  of  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  receiv- 
ing bids,  only  114  bids  for  these  contracts  had  reached  this  Depart- 
ment, being  773  less  than  the  number  open  to  competition.  The  then 
increasing  depreciation  of  our  currency  deterred  persons  from  taking 
contracts  at  a  fixed  rate  of  compensation  for  the  period  of  fonr  years 
as  a  mere  business  operation,  and  the  question  had  to  be  met  whether 
the  Government  would  allow  the  postal  service  to  go  down,  or,  to 
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prevent  this,  would  exempt  persons  from  military  service  who  would 
take  contracts  to  carry  the  mail.  My  recommendation  to  Cong-r^ss, 
through  the  President,  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  exempt  contractors 
presented  precisely  this  case  as  creating  the  necessity  for  such  &  law, 
and  for  these  reasons,  and  to  meet  this  necessity,  Congress  passed, 
and  the  P*resident  approved  this  law.  The  policy  of  exempting'  mail 
contractors  from  military  service  was  determined  by  the  proper  law- 
making authority,  upon  a  case  presented  and  on  facts  dial^inotly  set 
forth,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  misunderstand  the  object  of  the  law. 
Your  objection  is,  however,  that  though  this  may  be  true  as  to  tihose 
not  enrolled  in  the  military  service  at  the  time  of  making  contracts 
with  this  Department,  it  has  not  the  effect  of  exempting  such  persons 
as  were  in  the  military  service  at  the  time  of  making  such  contracts. 

On  this  point  I  might  rest  the  case  on  the  decision  and  authority 
of  the  Confederate  and  State  courts,  notwithstanding  the  opinion 
expressed  in  your  letter  that  "  by  every  rule  of  reason  and  usage  the 
settled  construction  given  by  an  Executive  Department  of  the  Oov- 
ernment  to  an  act  of  Congress  for  its  action  is  entitled  to  more 
consideration  and  weight  of  authority  than  an  exposition  by  a  sul>or- 
dinate  judicial  tribunaL"  I  must  express  my  dissent  from  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  principle  announced  in  the  lines  above  quoted.  Hie 
true  rule,  as  I  understand  it,  is  that  the  settJed  construction  of  an 
act  of  Congress  by  the  department  of  Government  charged  with  its 
execution,  is  strong  persuasive  evidence  to  the  courts  in  favor  of  the 
correctness  of  that  construction  in  cases  of  doubt.  But  under  onr 
system  of  Government  this  is  the  first  case  in  which  I  ever  heard  of 
the  assumption  by  any  one  that  the  construction  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress by  an  Executive  Department  of  the  Government  was  entitled 
to  more  consideration  and  weight  of  authority  than  its  exposition 
by  a  judicial  tribunal  of  competent  juris<liction.  I  use  the  expres- 
sion of  "competent  jurisdiction"  instead  of  the  expression  "sub- 
ordinate judicial  tribunal,"  because  the  decision  of  a  judge  of  the 
district  court  of  the  Confederate  States  in  a  case  over,  which,  he 
has  rightful  jurisdiction  is  conclusive  as  to  the  right  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  all  of  jts  departments,  and  of  all  other  parties  to  the  suit, 
until  appealed  from  and  reversed.  Such  is  the  effect  in  the  case 
Ex  parte  Lane,  decided  in  the  Confederate  district  court  held  in  this 
city,  a  copy  of  the  opinion  iu  which  case  I  sent  you  with  my  letter 
of  October  19.  I  have  not  been  furnished  with  copies  of  the  opinions 
of  any  other  courts  on  this  subject,  but  have  seen  in  the  newspapers 
and  learned  from  other  sources  what  purported  to  be  the  leading 
points  in  a  decision  made  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Greor- 
gia,  which  showed  that  that  court  had  decided  iu  a  similar  case  to 
that  of  Lane,  that  a  contractor  for  carrying  the  mails,  though  in  the 
military  service  at  the  time  the  contract  was  made,  was  entitled 
under  the  law  of  April  14,  1B63,  to  exemption.  The  same  decision 
was  made  by  a  State  court  of  Virginia  of  competent  jurisdiction  in 
the  cases  of  John  Surface  and  John  C:  Kinzer,  and  I  have  seen  from 
the  newspapers  and  heard  from  other  sources  that  similar  decisions 
have  been  made  in  several  other  courts  in  different  States,  while  I 
have  only  heard  of  one  judge  of  a  State  court  who  held  a  contrary 
opinion.  So  far,  therefore,  assuming  this  information  to  be  correct, 
the  authority  of  the  courts  would  seem  to  be  almost  uniform  against 
your  construction  of  the  act  of  14th  of  April,  1863,  exempting  mail 
contractors.  I  doubt  not  that  this  law  has  been  so  conclusively  set- 
tled by  the  courts  that  a  disregard  of  the  principles  of  these  decisions 
by  an  offtcer  of  the  Army  by  attempting  to  coerce  military  service 
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from  a  mail  contractor  woatd  lay  him  liable  to  a  civil  Huit  in  damages 
for  an  unlawful  arrest  and  false  imprisonment.  And  they  certainly 
seem  safficiently  conclusive  to  control  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Departments  of  the  Government,  if  the  courts  are  to  be  regarded 
as  the  expositors  of  the  law,  and  if  the  military  is  subordinate 
to  the  civil  authority.  If  the  doctrine  should  prevail  that  the  con- 
struction of  statutes  by  the  Executive  Departments  of  the  Government 
is  of  paramount  authority  to  the  decisions  of  courts  of  competent 
jurisdiction,  then  there  is  an  end,  of  course,  to  civil  liberty,  except 
in  so  far  as  it  may  be  enjoyed  by  the  ferbearance  of  those  depart- 
ments. Tlie  form  of  our  Government  does  not  admit  of  this,  nor 
would  our  people  endure  it.  But  if  it  were  admitted  that  the  con- 
struction of  this  statute  by  the  departments  could  override  judicial 
decisions,  would  the  construction  of  the  War  Department  or  that  of 
the  Poet-Office  Department  prevail?  Each  is  interested,  and  who 
should  determine  which  is  the  more  interested?  There  must  be  an 
arbiter  of  this  question.  If  this  arbitrament  is  to  depend  on  the  pos- 
session of  soldiers  and  bayonets,  then  of  course  it  is  a  question  not 
of  law  and  right,  but  of  force  and  power.  But  if  the  courts  of  the 
coantty  are  to  be  the  arbiters,  then  the  question  is  one  for  judicial 
solution,  according  to  law  and  the  principles  of  justice. 

You  inform  me  that  "the  views  of  this  (the  War)  Department  on 
this  question  of  construction  have  been  given  fully  in  answer  to  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  during  the  present  session, 
and  unless  Congress  shall  otherwise  direct,  these  views  will  continue, 
as  heretofore,  to  be  the  rule  of  its  action."  I  have  not  seen  your 
response  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  on  this  subject,  and  would  in 
nowise  feel  bound  by  a  document  never  brought  to  my  notio-e,  and 
which,  while  entitled  to  respect,  is  of  no  more  binding  authority  than 
the  opinion  of  a  coequal  branch  of  the  Executive  Government.  The 
fact  that  Congress  passed  the  law  exempting  mail  contractors,  with 
the  express  understanding  that  it  was  necessary  to  deprive  the  Army 
of  the  service  of  this  small  number  of  men  who  were  necessary  to 
keep  np  the  postal  service,  and  that  the  courts  have  decided  that 
such  was  the  effect  of  the.  law  they  passed,  tc^ether  with  my  protest 
in  my.  last  report  to  Congress  against  the  action  of  the  military 
authorities  on  the  subject,  are  deemed  sufficient  to  preserve  the  rights 
of  this  Department  against  any  supposed  assent  to  adverse  views; 
and  besides,  it  cannot  rightly  be  assumed  that  Congress  consents  to 
the  correctness  of  the  interpretation  of  a  law  by  one  of  the  depart- 
ments because  it  omits  to  legislate  in  response  to  said  interpi*etation. 
It  may  well  and  properly  leave  the  determination  of  the  question  as 
to  the  correctness  of  such  interpretation  to  the  courts,  where  alone 
the  question  can  be  authoritatively  decided. 

I  refer  you  to  the  opinion  of  Judge  Halyburton  in  the  case  of  Lane 
for  the  reasons  which  sustain  this  construction  of  the  act  of  April  14, 
1863,  to  save  the  trouble  of  copying  or  restating  them.  In  reference 
to  your  suggestion  that  the  act  of  April  2,  1863,  authorizing  the  dis- 
charge of  certain  officers  from  the  military  service  throws  additional 
light  upon  the  proper  construction  of  the  acts  of  October  11,  1862, 
and  14th  of  April,  1863,  I  would  say  that  the  force  of  this  suggestion 
seems  to  consist  in  a  supposed  distinction  created  by  the  use  of  the 
word  "dischai^e"  in  the  act  of  April  2,  and  the  word  "exempt"  in 
the  act  of  April  14.  On  this  point  I  quote  from  the  opinion  of  Judge 
Halyburton: 

It  is  said  by  the  coimsel  for  Captidn  Follen  (the  conscript  officer)  that  t^e 
act  referred  to  does  not  discharge  persona  who  were  in  the  service  at  the  time 
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when  the  contract  was  made,  bnt  only  extends  to  those  who  had  entered  into 
contracts  before  their  enlistment;  that  if  Congress  had  meant  to  release  tliose 
who  were  already  in  service,  the  word  "  discharge  "  wonld  have  been  used,  and 
not  the  word  "  exempt,**  which,  it  is  said,  is  inappropriate  in  soch  a  caae.  The 
word  "  exempt,"  however,  is  not  a  technical  term.  It  does  not  bear  in  a  statute 
a  difiFerent  constmction  from  that  which  belongs  to  it  in  common  speech,  and  the 
lexical  definition  of  the  word  along  with  other  meaningrs  is  "free  from  service, 
charge,  bnrden,  tax,  duty.  &c.,  not  liable  to."  If,  then,  it  were  meant  to  release 
or  discharge  from  service  a  soldier  who  is  already  in  service,  it  would  be  not  only 
an  intelligible  but  a  correct  expression  to  say  that  he  should  hereafter  be 
"  exempt  from  duty;  that  is,  to  say  free  from  duty  or  service.  If  Congress  had 
meant  that  the  act  to  which  we  have  referred  should  extend  to  men  m  actual 
service  alone,  they  might  perhaps,  and  probably  would,  have  used  the  word 
"discharged**  instead  of  "exempt.*'  If,  however,  they  intended  that  the  law 
should  embrace  not  only  persons  m  the  service,  bnt  others  not  enrolled,  the  word 
"discharged"  from  the  service  would  have  been  inapplicable.  Nor  does  it  occur 
to  me  that  they  conld  have  so  well  expressed  their  meaning  in  such  a  case  by  any 
other  word  as  by  the  vrord  "  exempt  *  without  a  periphraKu. 

This  reasoning  seems  to  me  to  be  sound  and  to  dispose  of  the  ques- 
tion. It  is  conceded  that  when  one  enters  the  military  service  for  a 
time  agreed  on,  either  voluntarily  or  by  conscription,  he  cannot,  by 
entering  into  new  engagements  without  the  consent  of  the  Govern- 
ment, avoid  his  liability  to  serve  out  his  time.  Hence  the  necessity 
for  the  passage  of  the  law  of  the  2d  of  April  above  referred  to.  And 
it  was  equally  competent  for  Congress  to  exempt  those  who  were  in 
the  miliary  service,  or  liable  to  1^  enrolled,  in  order  that  the  GS-ov- 
ernment  might  have  the  benefit  of  their  services  in  carrying  the 
mails,  by  the  act  of  April  14,  1863. 

I  have  discuss^  this  subject  at  this  length  more  because  of  the 
principles  involved  than  on  account  of  the  small  number  of  men  who 
may  happen  hereafter  to  be  employed  by  this  Department  who  would 
otherwise  be  liable  to  service  in  the  Army.  In  my  letter  to  you  of 
October  19  I  said: 

I  may  also  mention  that  there  will  be  no  other  genenJ  letting  of  mail  contracts 
until  the  summer  of  the  year  1866,  and  only  such  additional  contracts  will  have 
to  be  made  as  are  rendered  necessary  when  present  contractors  aban^m  the  serv- 
ice ;  and  these,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  but  few. 

In  my  last  annual  report  it  is  shown  that  there  are  but  1,253  eon- 
tractors  for  carrying  the  mails  in  the  Confederate  States,  and  that  of 
these  only  147  had  obtained  contracts  at  nominal  rates  of  compensation. 
These  are  presumed  to  be  peraons  otherwise  liable  to  militAry  serv- 
ice, but  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  what  proportion  of  them  were 
in  the  military  service  when  they  entered  into  contracts.  I  said  in 
this  report: 

I  recognize  fully  the  necessity  of  calling  into  the  military  service  all  who  are 
capable  of  bearing  arms  and  who  can  be  spared  from  other  employments.  Bat 
under  this  law  the  number  to  be  exempted  was  too  small  to  affect  materially  the 
military  operations,  and  yet  the  exemption  of  that  sm^  number,  under  the 
circnmstances  which  induced  the  adoptaon  of  the  policy,  was  neoessary  to  keep 
in  successful  operation  the  postal  service  and  to  satisfy  the  demandtfof  uiepahlic 
by  the  proper  and  speedy  transmission  of  int^ligence. 

1  have  no  subsequent  information  which  requires  a  change  of  the 
views  expressed  in  the  above  extract.  I  may  add  that  this  Depart- 
ment is  not  singular  in  being  compelled  to  ask  for  the  services  of  per- 
sons otherwise  liable  to  military  duty.  A  number  of  contracts,  it  is 
understood,  have  been  made  by  the  War  Department  to  supply  its 
necessities  which  involve  exemption.  And  this  has  doubtless  been 
the  case  with  other  departments.  Some  public  necessities  must  be 
met  in  this  way  at  a  time  when  so  lai^  a  part  of  tJie  male  population 
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of  the  country  is  called  into  the  field.  I  will,  in  all  cases  in  which  it 
is  practicable,  avoid  the  employment  of  persons  in  the  service  of  this 
Department  who  are  either  in  the  Army  or  liable  to  enrollment,  as  I 
sympathize  most  fully  with  your  efforts  to  fill  up  the  Army. 

In  reference  to  your  request  that  I  "designate  all  the  contractors 
where  the.  parties  have  been  discharged  from  the  military  service  on 
writs  of  habeas  corpus,  in  order  that  they  may  be  reclaimed  by  the 
military  authorities,"  I  have  to  say  that  if  I  thought  it  right  to  aid  in 
disregarding  the  judicial  decisions  by  which  these  persons  were  dis- 
charged, I  have  no  information  which  would  enable  me  to  comply 
with  yonr  request,  except  in  a  very  few  cases  which  have  incidentally 
come  to  my  knowledge.  We  receive  bids  and  award  contracts  in  the 
great  mass  of  cases  withont  seeing  or  knowing  the  contractors,  and 
withoat  any  means  of  knowing  whether  they  are  in  the  military  serv- 
ice or  liable  to  enrollment,  except  as  we  infer  from  the  low  rates  of 
their  bids,  and  without  any  means  of  knowing  who  have  been  dis- 
charged on  habeas  corpus.  But  you  will  see  from  the  foregoing  that 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt  the  course  you  suggest. 
"With  great  re8i>ect,  your  obedient  st^rvant, 

JOHN  H.  REAGAN, 

P&stmaster-  Generai. 


AUGCBTA,  Ga.,  February  If  I,  186^. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sedi>on, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Mr.  Seddon  :  I  beg  your  permission  to  write  a  few  words,  after  the 
style  of  a  plain,  unoffici^,  but  earnest  man,  writing  to  a  man  of  prac- 
tical wisdom. 

I  feel,  as  inteiiaely  as  it  is  possible  to  feel,  the  vital  necessity  of 
striking  hard  blows  now,  and  striking  at  'as  many  points  and  in  as 
many  ways  as  possible,  so  as  to  aid  our  cause  and  save  our  country. 

I  have  perfected  my  plans  and  distributed  my  men,  with  means 
improvised  for  the  purpose  (since  the  Government  has  not  as  yet  paid 
our  force  any  money),  and  between  tJie  1st  and  15th  of  March,  on  the 
same  day,  I  propose  to  destroy  the  enemy's  transports,  arsenals,  navy- 
yards,  stores,  AC.,  in  aooordanoe  with  the  outline  of  the  plan  I  gave 
yon  in  I>Boember. 

I  beg  that  this  plan  be  borne  iu  mind  as  our  link  in  the  chain  of 
testimony  in  favor  of  our  force.  On  the  same  day  at  all  points  we 
mean  to  strike  effectnally,  so  as  to  exert  an  influence  upon  the  spring 
campaign. 

Hon.  John  B.  Clark  did  me  the  kindness  to  advise  mo  by  letter  that 
the  Senate  had  passed  a  bill — he  did  not  stiite  its  provisions — which 
might  aid  in  facilitating  my  plans,  which  he  supposed  would  also  be 
passed  by  the  House.  This  led  me  to  conclude  it  was  the  bill  which 
you  informed  me  in  our  latest  interview  you  would  propo.so  and  sub- 
mit to  the  Military  Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  this  secret 
sOTvice  upon  a  systematic  and  legal  footing,  and  then  would  give  me 
those  faculties  which  I  asked  in  some  written  prapositions  submitted 
at  your  suggestion. 

Mr.  Seddon,  please  do  me  the  kindness  to  take  ten  minutes  of  your 
overtaxed  time,  and  give  me  the  commission  or  oi*der  or  direction  or 
aathority  or  recc^nition  which  will  enable  mo  to  prosecute  this  work 
vigorously  and  systematically,  and  I  promise  you  to  render  a  good 
aocount  of  our  labora. 
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I  visit  my  family  for  a  few  days,  with  whom  I  have  spent  one  week 
in  two  and  a  half  years.    I  shall  be  much  gratified  to  receive  your 
orders,  and  for  twenty  days  to  come  my  address  will  be  Hebron,  S,  C. 
With  ffceat  respect,  &c., 


[FsBBUABT  16,  1864. — For  Magruder  to  Smith,  with  reference  to 
the  action  of  the  Governor  and  Legislature  of  Texas  in  relation  to 
the  transfer  of  State  troops  to  the  Confederate  service,  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  XXXIV,  Part  II,  p.  973.] 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  F^iruary  i7, 

Hon.  John  H.  Rbaqan, 


Sir:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  25th  [15th]  instant  in  reply 
to  mine  of  the  3d  instant. 

It  has  received  the  consideration  due  alike  from  my  personal  respect 
toward  yourself,  the  importance  of  the  principles  involved,  and  the 
ability  with  which  your  views  are  presented. 

It  is  evident  that  further  discussion  between  us  will  not  result  in  a 
change  of  opinions  now  held,  and,  while  I  am  unable  to  concur  with 
you,  i  have  no  hope  of  inducing  you  to  agree  with  me,  so  that  no  good 
could  result  from  any  review  of  your  letter. 

I  am  pleased  to  learn  from  you  of  your  being  satisfied  that  the  com- 
plaint of  the  postmaster  at  Ivor  was  not  well  founded,  and  thank  you 
for  the  frankness  with  which  it  was  communicated. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 


Addresff  of  Con</ress  to  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States. 


Resolved  hy  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
That  the  present  is  deemed  a  fitting  occasion  to  remind  the  people  of 
the  Confederate  States  that  they  are  engaged  in  a  struggle  for  the 
preservation  both  of  liberty  and  civilization;  and  that  no  sacrifice  of 
life  or  fortune  can  be  too  costly  which  may  be  requisite  to  secure  to 
themselves  and  their  posterity  the  enjoyment  of  these  inappreciable 
blessings;  and  also  to  assure  them  that,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Con- 
gress, the  resources  of  the  country,  if  developed  with  enei^y,  hus- 
banded with  care  and  applied  with  fidelity,  are  more  than  sufficient 
to  support  the  most  protracted  war  which  it  can  be  necessary  to  wage 
for  our  independence;  and  to  exhort  them,  by  every  consideration 
which  can  influence  freemen  and  patriots  to  a  magnanimous  surrender 
of  all  personal  and  party  feuds;  to  an  indignant  rebuke  of  every 
exhibition  of  factious  temper,  in  whatever  quarter,  or  upon  whatever 
pretext  it  may  be  made;  to  a  generous  support  of  all  branches  of  the 
Government  in  the  legitimate  exercise  of  their  constitutional  powers; 
and  to  that  harmonious,  unselfish,  and  patriotic  co-operation  which 
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Posimaster-Oeneral  : 


JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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can  alone  impart  to  oar  cause  the  irresistible  strength  which  springs 
from  united  councils,  fraternal  feelings,  and  fervent  devotion  to  the 
public  weaL 
Approved  January  22,  1864. 

In  closing  the  labors  of  the  first  permanent  Congress  your  repre- 
sentatives deem  it  a  fit  occasion  to  give  some  account  of  their  stew- 
ardship; to  review  briefiy  what,  under  such  embarrassments  and 
adverse  circumstances,  has  been  accomplished;  to  invite  attention  to 
the  prospect  before  us,  and  the  duties  incumbent  on  every  citizen  in 
this  crisis,  and  to  address  such  words  of  counsel  and  encouragement 
as  the  times  demand. 

Compelled  by  a  long  series  of  oppressive  and  tyrannical  acts,  cul- 
minating at  last  in  the  selection  of  a  President  and  Vice-President 
by  a  party  confessedly  sectional  and  hostile  to  the  South  and  ^er 
institutions,  these  States  withdrew  from  the  former  Union  and  formed 
a  new  Confederate  alliance  as  an  independent  Government,  based  on 
the  proper  relations  of  labor  and  capital.  This  step  was  taken  reluc- 
tantly, by  constraint,  and  after  the  exhaustion  of  every  measure  that 
was  likely  to  secure  us  from  interference  with  our  property,  equality 
in  the  Union,  or  exemption  from  submission  to  an  alien  Government. 
The  Southern  States  claimed  only  the  nnrestricted  enjoyment  of  the 
rights  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution.  Finding,  by  painful  and  pro- 
tracted experience,  that  this  was  persistently  denied,  we  determined  to 
separate  from  those  enemies  who  had  manifested  the  inclination  and 
ability  to  impoverish  and  destroy  us.  We  fell  back  upon  the  right  for 
which  the  Colonies  maintained  the  war  of  the  Revolution ,  and  which  our 
heroic  forefathers  asserted  to  be  clear  and  inalienable.  The  unanimity 
and  zeal  with  which  the  separation  was  undertaken  an4  perfected  finds 
no  parallel  in  history.  The  people  rose  en  masse  to  assert  their  lib- 
erties and  protect  their  menaced  rights.  There  never  was  before  such 
universality  of  conviction  among  any  people  on  any  question  involv- 
ing so  serious  and  so  thorough  a  change  of  political  and  international 
relations.  This  grew  out  uf  the  clearness  of  the  right  so  to  act,  and 
the  certainty  of  the  perils  of  further  association  with  the  North.  The 
change  was  so  wonderful,  so  rapid,  so  conlraiy  to  universal  history, 
that  many  fail  to  see  that  all  has  been  done  in  the  logical  sequence 
of  principles,  which  are  the  highest  testimony  to  the  wisdom,  of  our 
fathers  and  the  best  illustration  of  the  correctness  of  those  princi- 
ples. This  Government  is  a  child  of  law  instead  of  sedition,  of  right 
instead  of  violence,  of  deliberation  instead  of  insurrection.  Its  early 
life  was  attended  by  no  anarchy,  no  rebellion,  no  suspension  of 
authority,  no  social  disorders,  no  lawless  disturbances.  Sovereignty 
was  not  for  one  moment  in  abeyance.  The  utmost  conservatism 
marked  every  proceeding  and  public  act.  The  object  was  *'to  do 
what  was  necessary,  and  no  more;  and  to  do  that  with  the  utmost 
lemp>eranee  and  prudence."  Saint- Just,  in  his  report  to  the  convention 
of  France,  in  1793,  said :  **A  people  has  but  one  dangerous  enemy,  and 
that  is  government."  We  adopted  no  such  absurdity.  In  nearly 
evety  instance  the  first  steps  were  taken  legally,  in  accordance  with 
the  will  and  prescribed  direction  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
Hooeding  States.  We  were  not  remitted  to  brute  force  or  natural  law, 
or  the  Instincts  of  reason.  The  charters  of  freedom  were  scrupulously 
preserved.  As  in  the  English  revolution  of  1688,  and  ours  of  1776,  there 
was  no  material  alteration  in  the  laws  beyond  what  was  necessary  to 
redress  the  abuses  that  provoked  the  straggle.   No  attempt  was  made 
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to  bnild  on  speculative  principles.  The  effort  whh  confined  within 
the  narrowest  limits  of  historical  and  constitutional  right.  The  con- 
troversy turned  on  the  records  and  muniments  of  the  past.  We 
merely  resisted  innovation  and  tyranny,  and  contended  for  our  birth- 
rights and  the  covenanted  principles  of  our  race.  We  have  had  our 
Governors,  G^eneral  Assemblies,  and  courts;  the  same  electors,  the 
same  corporations,  "the  same  rules  for  property,  the  same  subordinft- 
tions,  the  same  order  in  the  law  and  in  the  magistracy."  When  Ihe 
sovereign  States  met  in  council  they,  in  truth  and  substance  and  in 
a  constitutional  light,  did  not  make  but  prevented  a  revolution. 

Commencing  our  new  national  life  under  such  circumstances,  we 
had  a  right  U)  expect  that  we  would  be  permitted,  without  molesta- 
tion, to  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace,  and  vindicate,  on  our  chosen 
arena  and  with  the  selected  type  of  social  character! atics,  our  claims 
to  civilization.  It  was  thought,  too,  by  many,  that  war  would  not 
be  resorted  to  by  an  enlightened  country  except  on  the  direst  neces- 
sity. That  a  people,  professing  to  be  animated  by  Christian  sentiment, 
and  who  had  regarded  our  peculiar  institution  as  a  blot  and  blur  upon 
the  fair  escutcheon  of  their  common  Christianity,  should  make  war 
upon  the  South  for  doing  what  they  had  a  perfect  right  to  do,  and  for 
relieving  them  of  the  incubus  which,  they  professed,  rested  upon 
tliera  by  association,  was  deemed  almost  beyond  belief  by  many  of 
our  wisest  minds.  It  was  hoped,  too,  that  the  obvious  interestis  of 
the  two  sections  would  restrain  the  wild  frenzy  of  excitement,  and 
turn  into  peaceful  channels  the  thoughts  of  those  who  had  but 
recently  been  invested  with  power  in  the  United  States. 

These  reasonable  anticipations  were  doomed  to  disappointment. 
The  red  glare  of  battle,  kindled  at  Sumter,  dissipated  all  hopes  of 
peace,  and  the  two  Governments  were  arrayed  in  hostility  against 
each  other.  We  chai^  the  responsibility  of  this  war  upon  the  United 
States.  They  are  accountable  for  the  blood  and  havoo  and  ruin  it 
has  caused.  For  such  a  war  we  were  not  prepared.  The  difference 
in  military  resources  between  our  enemies  and  ourselves ;  the  immense 
advantages  possessed  in  the  oi^anized  machinery  of  an  established 
Government,  a  powerful  navy,  the  nucleus  of  an  army,  credit 
abroad,  and  illimitable  facilities  in  mechanical  and  manufacturing 
power,  placed  them  on  "the  vantage  ground."  In  our  infancy  we 
were  without  a  seaman  or  soldier,  without  revenue,  without  gold  and 
silver,  without  a  recognized  place  in  the  family  of  nations,  without 
external  commerce,  without  foreign  credit,  with  the  prejudices  of  the 
world  against  us.  While  we  were  without  manufacturing  facilities  to 
supply  our  wants,  our  ports  were  blockaded ;  we  had  to  grapple  with 
a  giant  adversaiy,  defend  2,000  miles  of  sea-coast,  and  an  inland 
frontier  of  equal  extent.  If  we  had  succeeded  in  preventing  any 
successes  on  the  part  of  our  enemy,  it  would  have  been  a  miracle. 
What  we  have  accomplished,  with  a  population  so  inferior  in  num- 
bers and  means  so  vastly  disproportionate,  has  excited  the  astonish- 
ment and  admiration  of  the  world. 

The  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  was  wickedly,  and  against  all  our 
protests  and  the  most  earnest  efforts  to  the  contrary,  forced  upon  us. 
South  Carolina  sent  a  commission  to  Washington  to  adjust  aU  ques- 
tions of  dispute  between  her  and  the  United  States.  One  of  the  first 
acts  of  the  Provisional  Government  was  to  accredit  agents  to  visit 
Washington  and  use  all  honorable  means  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  set- 
tlement of  all  'questions  of  dispute  with  that  Government.  Both 
efforts  failed.    Commissioners  were  deceived  and  rejected,  and  clan- 
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destine  but  vigorous  pre^nrations  were  made  for  war.  In  proportion 
to  oar  perseverance  and  anxiety  have  been  the  obstinacy  and  arro- 
gance in  spnming  offers  of  peace.  It  seems  we  can  be  indebted  for 
nothing  to  the  virtaes  of  our  enemy.  We  are  obliged  to  his  vices, 
which  have  iunred  to  our  stren^h.  We  owe  as  ranch  to  his  insolence 
and  blindness  as  to  onr  precaution. 

The  wager  of  battle  having  been  tendered,  it  was  accepted.  The 
jilaerity  with  which  our  people  flew  to  arms  is  worthy  of  all  praise. 
Their  deeds  of  heroic  daring,  patient  endurance,  ready  submission  to 
discipline,  and  numerous  victories,  are  in  keeping  with  the  fervent 
patriotism  that  prompted  their  early  volunteering.  Quite  recently 
scores  of  regiments  have  re-enlisted  for  the  war,  testifying  their 
determination  to  fight  antil  their  liberties  were  achieved,  (^apled 
with  and  contribnting  greatly  to  this  enthusiastic  ardor  was  the 
lofty  courage,  the  Indomitable  resolve,  the  self-denying  spirit  of  our 
noble  women,  who,  by  tiieir  labors  of  love,  their  patience  of  hope, 
their  unflinching  constancy,  their  uncomplaining  submission  to  priva- 
tions of  the  war,  have  shed  an  immortal  luster  upon  their  sex  and 
eoQutry. 

Onr  Army  is  no  hireling  soldiery.  It  comes  not  from  paupers, 
criminals,  or  emigrants.  It  was  originally  raised  by  the  free,  uncon- 
strained, unpurchasable  assent  of  the  men.  All  vocations  and  classes 
contributed  to  the  swelling  numbers.  Abandoning  luxuries  and  com- 
forts to  which  they  had  "been  accustomed,  they  submitted  cheerfully 
to  the  scanty  fare  and  exactive  service  of  the  camps.  Their  services 
above  price,  the  only  remuneration  they  have  sought  is  the  protection 
of  their  altars,  firesides,  and  liberty.  In  the  Korwogian  wars  the 
actors  were,  every  one  of  them,  named  and  patronymically  described 
as  the  King's  friend  and  companion.  The  same  wonderful  individu- 
ality has  been  seen  in  this  war.  Our  soldiers  are  not  a  consolidated 
mass,  an  unthinking  machine,  but  an  army  of  intelligent  units.  To 
designate  all  who  have  distinguished  themselves  by  special  valor 
would  be  to  enumerate  nearly  all  in  the  Army.  The  generous  rivalry 
between  the  troops  from  different  States  has  prevented  any  special 
pre-eminence,  and  hereafter,  for  centuries  to  come,  the  gallant  bear- 
ing and  unconquerable  devotion  of  Confederate  soldiers  will  inspire 
the  hearts  and  encourage  the  hopes  and  strengthen  the  faith  of  all 
who  labor  to  obtain  their  freedom. 

For  three  years  this  cruel  war  has  been  waged  against  us,  and  its 
continuance  has  been  seized  upon  as  a  pretext  by  some  discontented 
persons  to  excite  hostility  to  the  Glovemment.  Recent  and  public  as 
have  been  the  occurrences,  it  is  strange  that  a  misapprehension  exists 
as  to  the  conduct  of  the  two  Oovemments  in  reference  to  peace. 
Allusion  has  been  made  to  the  unsuccessful  efforts,  when  separation 
took  place,  to  procure  an  amicable  adjustment  of  all  matters  in  dis- 
pute. These  attempts  at  negotiation  do  not  comprise  all  that  has 
been  done.  In  every  form  in  which  expression  could  be  given  to  the 
sentiment,  in  public  meetings,  through  the  press,  by  legislative 
resolves,  the  desire  of  this  people  for  peace,  for  the  uninterrupted 
enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  prosperity,  has  been  made  known.  The 
President,  more  authoritatively,  in  several  of  his  messages,  while  pro- 
testing the  utter  absence  of  all  desire  to  interfere  with  the  United 
States,  or  acquire  any  of  their  territory,  has  avowed  that  the  "advent 
of  peace  will  be  hailed  with  joy.  Our  desire  for  it  has  never  been 
oon<»aled.   Our  efforts  to  avoid  the  war,  forced  on  us  as  it  was  by  the 
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lust  of  conquest  and  the  insane  passions  of  our  foes,  are  known  to 
mankind." 

The  course  of  the  Federal  Government  has  proved  that  it  did  not 
desire  peace,  and  would  not  consent  to  it  on  any  terms  th^t  we  could 
possibly  concede.  In  proof  of  this  we  refer  to  the  repeated  rejection 
of  all  terms  of  conciliation  and  compromise,  to  thetr  recent  contemp- 
tuous refusal  to  receive  the  Vice-President,  who  was  sent  to  negotiate 
for  softening  the  asperities  of  war,  and  their  scornful  rejection  of  the 
offer  of  a  neutral  power  to  mediate  between  the  contending  parties.* 
If  ctimulatiTe  evidence  be  needed,  it  can  be  found  in  the  foUoving 
resolation,  recentiy  adopted  by  the  Honse  of  Representatives  in 
Washington: 

Resolved,  That  as  oar  conntry  and  the  very  existence  of  the  beet  GoTernment 
ever  instituted  by  man  are  imperiled  by  the  most  causeless  and  wicked  rebellion 
that  the  world  has  seen,  and  believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  only  bopeof  saving  this 
conntry  and  preserving  tiiis  Gtovenunent  is  by  the  power  of  the  sword,  we  are 
for  the  moat  vigorous  proeecation  of  the  war  nntil  the  Constitntioti  and  the  laws 
shall  be  enforced  and  obeyed  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States ;  and  to  that  end 
we  oppose  any  armistice  or  intervention  or  mediation  or  proposition  for  peace 
from  any  quarter,  so  long  as  there  shall  be  fonnd  a  rebel  in  arms  against  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  we  ignore  all  party  names,  lines,  and  issnes,  and  recognize  bnt  two 
parties  in  this  war— patriots  and  trsitors. 

The  motive  of  such  strange  conduct  is  obvious.  The  Republican 
party  was  founded  to  destroy  slavery  and  the  equality  of  the  States, 
and  Lincoln  was  selected  as  the  instrument  to  accomplish  this  object. 
The  Union  was  a  barrier  to  the  consummation  of  this  policy,  becausi.' 
the  Constitution,  which  was  its  bond,  recognized  and  protected  slav- 
ery and  the  sovereignty  of  the  States.  The  Union  must,  therefore,  be 
sacrificed,  and  to  insure  its  destruction  war  was  determined  on. 

The  mass  of  the  Northern  people  were  not  privy  to,  and  sympathized 
in  no  such  design.  They  loved  the  Union  and  wished  to  preserve  it. 
To  rally  the  people  to  the  support  of  the  war  its  object  was  proclaimed 
to  be  "a  restoration  of  tlie  Union,"  as  if  that  which  implied  voluntary 
assent,  of  which  agreement  was  an  indispensable  element  and  con- 
dition, could  be  preserved  by  coercion.  It  is  absurd  to  pretend  that 
a  Government  really  desirous  of  restoring  the  Union  would  adopt 
such  measures  as  the  confiscation  of  private  property,  the  emancipa- 
tion of  slaves,  systematic  efforts  to  invite  them  to  insurrection,  forcible 
abduction  from  their  homes,  and  compulsory  enlistment  in  the  Army, 
the  division  of  a  sovereign  State  without  its  consent,  and  a  proclama- 
tion that  one-tenth  of  the  population  of  a  State,  and  tliat  tenth  under 
military  rule,  should  control  the  will  of  the  remaining  nine-tenths. 
The  only  relation  possible  between  the  two  sections  under  such  a 
policy  is  that  of  conqueror  and  conquered,  superior  and  dependent. 
Rest  assured,  fellow-citizens,  that  although  restoration  may  still  be 
used  as  a  war  cry  by  the  Northern  Government,  it  is  cnly  to  delude 
and  betray.  Fanaticism  has  summoned  to  its  aid  cupidity  and  ven- 
geance, and  nothing  shoi-t  of  your  utter  subjugation,  the  destruction 
of  your  State  governments,  the  overthrow  of  your  social  and  political, 
fabric,  your  peraonal  and  public  degradation  and  ruin,  will  satisfy 
the  demands  of  the  North.  Can  there  be  a  man  so  vile,  so  debased, 
80  unworthy  of  liberty  as  to  accept  peace  on  such  humiliating  terms? 

It  would  hardly  be  fair  to  assert  that  all  the  Northern  people  par- 
ticipate in  these  designs.  On  the  contrary,  there  exists  a  powerful 
political  party  which  openly  condemns  them.  The  administration 
has,  however,  been  able  thus  far,  by  its  enormous  patronage  and  its 
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IftTwh  expenditnres,  to  seduce,  or  by  its  legions  of  "Hessian"  merce- 
naries to  overawe,  the  masses,  to  control  the  elections,  and  to  estab- 
lish an  arbitrary  despotism.  It  cannot  be  possible  that  this  stat«  of 
things  can  continue.  The  people  of  the  United  States,  accnstomed 
to  freedom,  cannot  consent  to  be  mined  and  enslaved  in  order  to  ruin 
and  enslave  ns.  Moral  like  phjrsical  epidemics  have  their  allotted 
periods,  and  must  sooner  or  later  be  exhausted  and  disappear. 
When  reason  retnms  onr  enemies  will  probably  reflect  that  a  people 
like  ours,  who  have  exhibited  sach  capabilities  and  extemporized 
SDch  resources,  can  never  be  subdued ;  that  a  vast  expanse  of  terri- 
tory with  such  a  population  cannot  be  governed  as  an  obedient 
colony.  Victory  woidd  not  be  conquest.  The  inextinguishable  quarrel 
would  be  transmitted  "from  bleeding  sire  to  son,"  and  the  struggle 
would  be  renewed  between  generations  yet  unborn.  To  impoverish 
ns  would  only  be  to  dry  up  some  of  the  springs  of  Northern  pros- 
perity— to  destroy  Southern  wealth  is  to  reduce  Northern  profits — 
while  the  restoration  of  peace  would  necessarily  re-establish  some 
commercial  intercourse.  It  may  not  be  amiss  in  this  connection  to 
say  that  at  one  time  it  was  the  wish  and  expectation  of  many  at  the 
SoQth  to  form  a  treaty  of  amity  and  friendship  with  the  Northern 
States,  by  which  both  peoples  might  derive  the  benefits  of  commercial 
intercourse  and  move  on  side  by  side  in  the  arts  of  peace  and  civil- 
ization. History  has  confirmed  the  lesson  taught  by  Divine  authority, 
that  each  nation  as  well  as  each  individual  should  seek  their  happi- 
ness in  the  prosperity  of  others,  and  not  in  the  injury  or  ruin  of  a 
neighbor.  The  general  welfare  of  all  is  the  highest  dictate  of  moral 
duty  and  economic  policy,  while  a  heritage  of  triumphant  wrong  is  the 
greatest  curse  that  can  befall  a  nation. 

Until  some  evidence  is  given  of  a  change  of  policy  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  and  some  assurance  is  received  that  efforts  at  nego- 
tintion  will  not  be  spumed,  the  Congress  are  of  opinion  that  any 
dirwjt  overtures  for  peace  would  compromise  our  self-respect,  be 
fruitless  of  good,  and  interpreted  by  the  enemy  as  an  indication  of 
weakness.  We  can  only  rex>eat  the  desire  of  the  people  for  peace, 
and  onr  readiness  to  accept  terms  consistent  with  the  honor  and  dig- 
nity and  independence  of  the  States  and  compatible  with  the  safety 
of  our  domestic  institutions. 

Not  content  with  rejecting  all  proposals  for  a  peaceful  settlement  of 
the  controversy,  a  cruel  war  of  invasion  was  commenced,  which,  in 
its  progress,  has  been  marked  by  a  bratality  and  disregard  of  the 
mles  of  civilized  warfare  that  stand  out  in  unexampled  barbar- 
ity in  the  history  of  modem  wars.  Accompanied  by  every  act  of 
cruelty  and,  rapine,  the  conduct  qf  the  enemy  has  been  destitute  of 
that  forbearance  and  magnanimity  which  civilization  and  Christianity 
have  introduced  to  mitigate  the  asperities  of  war.  The  atrocities  are 
too  incredible  for  narratiou.  Instead  of  a  regular  war,  ourresiHtance 
of  the  unholy  efforts  to  crush  out  our  national  existence  is  treated  as 
a  rebellion,  and  the  settled  international  rules  between  belligerents 
are  ignored.  Instead  of  conducting  the  war  as  betwixt  two  military 
and  political  organizations,  it  is  a  war  gainst  the  whole  population. 
Houses  are  pill^ed  and  burned.  Churches  are  defaced.  Towns  are 
ransacked.  Clothing  of  women  and  infants  is  stripped  from  their 
persons.  Jewelry  and  mementoes  of  the  dead  are  stolen.  Mills  and 
implements  of  agriculture  are  destroyed.  Private  salt-works  are 
broken  up.  The  introduction  of  medicines  is  forbidden.  Means  of 
subsistence  are  wantonly  wasted  to  produce  beggaiy.    Prisoners  are 
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returned  with  contagious  diseases.  The  last  morsel  of  food  has  been 
taken  fnnu  families,  who  were  not  allowed  to  carry  on  a  trade  or 
l»anch  of  industry.  A  rigid  and  offensive  espionage  has  been  intro- 
duced to  ferret  out  "disloyalty."  Persons  have  been  forced  tooboose 
between  starvation  of  helpless  children  and  taking  the  oath  of  Alle- 

fiance  to  a  hated  Government.  The  cartel  for  exchange  of  prisoners 
as  been  suspended  and  our  unfortunate  soldiers  subjected  to  the  ^^ross- 
est  indignities.  The  wounded  at  Gettysburg  were  deprived  of  their 
nurses  and  inhumanly  left  to  perish  on  the  field.  Helpless  women 
have  been  exposed  to  the  most  cruel  outrages  and  to  that  dishonor 
which  is  infinitely  woree  than  death.  Citizens  have  been  murdered  by 
the  Butlers  and  McNeils  and  Milroys,  who  are  favorite  generals  of  our 
enemies.  Refined  and  delicate  ladies  have  been  seized,  bound  with 
cords,  imprisoned,  guarded  by  negroes,  and  held  as  hostages  for  the 
return  of  recaptnr&d  slaves.  Unoffending  non-combatants  have  been 
banished  or  dragged  from  their  qniet  homes,  to  be  immured  in  filthy 
jails.  Preaching  the  gospel  has  been  refused,  except  on  conditions 
of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Parents  have  been  forbidden  to 
name  their  children  in  honor  of  "rebel"  chiefs.  Property  has  been 
confiscated.  Military  governors  have  been  appointed  for  States, 
satraps  for  provinces,  and  Haynaus  for  cities. 

These  cruelties  and  atrocities  of  the  enemy  have  been  exceeded  by 
their  malicious  and  bloodthirsty  purposes  and  machinations  in  refer- 
ence to  the  slaves.  E^rly  in  this  war  Pi-esident  Lincoln  averred  his 
constitutional  inability  and  personal  unwillingness  to  interfere  with 
the  domestic  institntions  of  the  States  and  the  relation  between  master 
and  servant.  Prudential  considerations  may  have  been  veiled  under 
conscientious  scmples,  for  Seward,  in  a  confidential  instruction  to  Mr. 
Adams,  the  minister  to  Great  Britain,  on  10th  of  March,  1862,  said: 

If  the  Gtovemment  of  the  United  States  Bhonld  precipitatoly  decree  the  imme- 
diate abolition  of  slavery,  it  wonld  reinvigorste  the  declining  insarrection  in 
every  part  of  the  South. 

Subsequent  reverses  and  the  refractory  rebelliousness  of  the  seceded 
States  caused  a  change  of  policy,  and  Mr.  Lincoln  issued  his  cele- 
brated proclamation,  a  mere  brutum  fubnen  liberating  the  slaves  in 
the  "insurrectionary  districts."  On  the  24th  of  June,  1776,  one  of 
the  reasons  assigned  by  Pennsylvania  for  her  separation  from  the 
mother  country  was  that  in  her  sister  colonies  the  "  King  had  excit^l 
the  n^^roes  to  revolt'*  and  to  Imbme  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their 
masters  in  a  manner  unpracticed  by  civilized  nations."  This,  prob- 
ably, had  reference  to  the  proclamation  of  Dunmore,  the  last  royal 
Governor  of  Virginia,  in  1775,  declaring  freedom  to  all  servants  or 
negroes,  if  they  would  join  "for  the  reducing  the  colony  to  a  proper 
sense  of  its  duty."  The  invitation  to  the  slaves  to  rise  against  their 
masters,  the  suggested  insurrection,  caused,  says  Bancroft,  "a  thrill 
of  indignation  to  run  through  Virginia,  effacing  all  differences  of 
party,  and  rousing  one  strong,  impassioned  purpose  to  drive  away  the 
insolent  power  by  which  it  had  been  put  fordi."  A  contemporary 
annalist,,  adverting  to  the  same  proclamation,  said,  "It  was  receivetl 
with  the  greatest  horror  in  all  the  colonies." 

"The  policy  adopted  by  Dunmore,"  says  Lawrence  in  his  Kotee  on 
Wheaton,  "of  arming  the  slaves  against  their  masters  was  not  pur- 
sued during  the  war  of  the  Revolution ;  and  when  negroes  were  taken 
by  the  English  they  were  not  considered  otherwise  than  as  property 
and  plunder."   Emancipation  of  slaves  as  a  war  measure  has  been 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES. 


133 


severely  condemned  and  denounced  by  the  most  eminent  pnblicUts 
in  Europe  and  the  United  States.  The  United  States,  **in  their  diplo- 
matic relations,  have  ever  maintained,"  says  the  Northern  authority 
just  quoted,  "that  slaves  were  private  property,  and  for  them,  as 
such,  they  have  repeatedly  received  compensation  from  England." 
Napoleon  I  was  never  induced  to  issue  a  proclamation  for  the 
emancipation  of  the  serfs  in  his  war  with  Russia.    He  said: 

I  could  have  armed  againBt  her  a  part  of  her  populataon  by  m-oclaiming  the 
liberty  of  the  serta.  A  great  nomber  of  villages  asked  tt  of  me,  cmt  I  refused  to 
av^  myaelf  of  a  meaenre  which  wonld  have  devoted  to  death  thousands  of 
families. 

In  the  discussion  growing  out  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1814  and  the 
proffered  mediation  of  Russia,  the  principle  was  maintained  by  the 
United  States  that  the  emancipation  of  enemy's  slaves  is  not  among 
the  acts  of  legitimate  warfare."  In  the  instructions  from  John 
Qnincy  AdamSi  as  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Middleton,  at  Saint 
Petersburg,  October  18,  1820,  it  is  said: 

The  Britidi  have  broadly  asserted  the  right  of  emancipating  daves  (private 
property)  as  a  Intimate  r&ht  of  war.  No  such  right  is  acknowledged  as  a  law 
of  war  by  writers  who  admit  any  limitation.  The  right  at  putting  to  deatii  all 
prisoners  in  cold  Uood,  and  without  special  cause,  might  as  well  be  pretmded  to 
be  a  law  of  war,  or  the  right  to  use  poisoned  weapons,  or  to  assassinate. 

Disregarding  the  teachings  of  the  approved  writers  on  international 
law,  and  the  practice  and  claims  of  his  own  Government  in  its  purer 
days,  President  Lincoln  has  sought  to  convert  the  South  into  a  San 
Domingo,  by  appealing  to  the  cupidity,  lusts,  ambition,  and  ferocity 
of  the  slave.  Abraham  Lincoln  is  but  the  lineal  descendant  of  Dun- 
more,  and  the  impotent  malice  of  each  was  foiled  by  the  fidelity  of 
those  who,  by  the  meanness  of  the  conspirators,  would  only,  if  suc- 
cessful, have  been  seduced  into  idleness,  filth,  vice,  beggary,  and 
death. 

But  we  tire  of  these  indignities  and  enormities.  They  are  too  sick- 
ening for  recital.  History  will  hereafter  pillory  those  who  committed 
and  encoaraged  such  crimes  in  immortal  infamy. 

General  Robert  E.  Lee  in  a  recent  battle  order  stated  to  his  invin- 
cible l^ons,  that  "the  cruel  foe  seeks  to  reduce  our  fathers  and 
mothers,  our  wives  and  children,  to  abject  slavery."  He  does  not 
paint  too  strongly  the  purposes  of  the  enemy  or  the  consequences  of 
subjugation.  What  has  been  done  in  certain  districts  is  but  the 
prologue  of  the  bloody  drama  that  will  be  enacted.  It  is  well  that 
every  man  and  woman  should  have  some  just  conception  of  the  hor- 
rors of  conquest.  The  fate  of  Ireland  at  the  period  of  its  conquest, 
and  of  Poland,  distinctly  foreshadows  what  would  await  us.  The 
guillotine,  in  its  ceaseless  work  of  blood,  wonld  be  revived  for  the 
execution  of  the  "rebel  leaders."  The  heroes  of  our  contest  would 
he  required  to  lay  down  their  proud  ensigns,  on  which  are  recorded 
the  battle-fields  of  their  glory,  to  stack  their  arms,  lower  their  heads 
in  humiliation  and  dishonor,  and  pass  under  the  yoke  of  Abolition 
misrule  and  tyranny.  A  hateful  inquisition,  made  atrocious  by  spies 
and  informers;  star-chamber  courts,  enforcing  their  decisions  by  con- 
fiscations, imprisonments,  banishments,  and  death;  a  band  of  detect- 
ives, ferreting  out  secrets,  lurking  in  every  family,  existing  in  every 
conveyance;  the  suppression  of  free  speech;  the  deprivation  of  arras 
and  franchises;  and  the  ever  present  sense  of  inferiority  would  make 
oar  condition  abject  and  miserable  beyond  what  freemen  can  imagine. 
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Subjugation  involves  everything  that  the  torturing  malice  and  <l<»vil- 
iah  ingenuity  of  our  foes  can  suggest — tlie  destruction  of  our  nation- 
ality, the  equalization  of  whites  and  blacks,  the  obliteration  of  State 
lines,  degradation  to  colonial  vassalage,  and  the  reduction  of  many  of 
our  citizens  to  dreary,  hopeless,  remediless  bondage.  A  hostile  police 
would  keep  "order"  in  every  town  and  city.  Judges,  like  Busteed, 
would  hold  our  courts,  protected  by  Yankee  soldiers.  Churches  would 
be  filled  by  Yankee  or  tory  preachers.  Evei^  office  would  be  bestowed 
on  aliens.  Absolutism  wonld  curse  us  with  all  its  vices.  Super- 
added to  these,  sinking  us  into  a  lower  abyss  of  degradation,  we  would 
be  made  the  slaves  of  our  slaves,  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water  for  those  .upon  whom  God  has  stamped  indelibly  the  marks  of 
physical  and  intellectual  inferiority.  The  past,  or  foreign  countries, 
need  not  be  sought  unto  to  furnish  illustrations  of  the  heritage  of 
shame  that  subjugation  would  entail.  Baltimore,  Saint  Louis,  Nash- 
ville, Knoxville,  New  Orleans,  Vicksburg,  Iluntsville,  Norfolk,  New 
Berne,  Louisville,  and  Fredericksburg,  are  the  first  fruits  of  tlie 
ignominy  and  poverty  of  Yankee  domination. 

The  sad  story  of  the  wrongs  and  indignities  endured  by  those 
States  which  have  been  in  the  complete  or  partial  possession  of  the 
enemy  will  give  the  best  evidence  of  the  consequences  of  sabju^^ 
tion.  Missouri,  a  magnificent  empire  of  agricultural  and  mineral 
wealth,  is  to-day  a  smoking  ruin  and  the  theater  of  the  most  revolt!  ng^ 
cruelties  and  barbarities.  The  minions  of  tyranny  consume  her  sub- 
stance, plunder  her  citizens,  and  destroy  her  peace.  The  sacred 
rights  of  freemen  are  struck  down,  and  the  blood  of  her  children,  ner 
maidens,  and  her  old  men  is  made  to  flow,  out  of  mere  wantonness 
and  recklessness.  No  whispers  of  freedom  go  unpunished,  and  the 
very  instincts  of  self-preservation  are  outlawed.  The  worship  of  God 
and  the  rites  of  sepulture  have  been  shamefully  interrupted,  and  in 
many  instances  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  is  prohibited  to  her  own 
citizens.  These  facts  are  attested  by  many  witnesses,  and  it  is  but  a 
just  tribute  to  that  noble  and  chivalrous  people  that,  amid  barbarities 
almost  unparalleled,  they  still  maintain  a  proud  and  defiant  spirit 
toward  their  enemies. 

In  Maryland,  the  judiciary,  made  subservient  to  executive  absolu- 
tism, furnishes  no  security  for  individual  righte  or  personal  freedom; 
members  of  the  Legislature  are  arrested  and  imprisoned  without  proc- 
ess of  law  or  assignment  of  cause,  and  the  whole  land  groaneth  under 
the  oppressions  of  a  merciless  tyranny. 

In  Kentucky,  the  ballot  box  has  been  overthrown,  free  speech  is 
suppressed,  the  most  vexatious  annoyances  harass  and  embitter,  and 
all  the  arts  and  appliances  of  an  unscrupulous  despotism  are  freely 
used  to  prevent  the  uprising  of  the  noble  patriots  of  **the  dark  and 
bloody  ground."  Notes  of  gladness,  assurances  of  a  brighter  tvnd 
better  day,  reach  us,  and  the  exiles  may  take  courage  and  hope  for 
the  future. 

In  Virginia,  the  model  of  all  that  illustrates  human  heroism  a,nd 
self-denying  patriotism,  although  the  tempest  of  desolation  has  swept 
over  her  fair  domains,  no  sign  of  repentance  for  her  separation  from 
the  North  can  be  found.  Her  old  homesteads  dismantled,  her  ances- 
tral relics  destroyed,  her  people  impoverished,  her  territory  made  the 
battle-ground  for  the  rude  shocks  of  contending  hosts,  and  then 
divided  with  hireling  parasites,  mockingly  clfuming  jurisdiction  and 
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authority,  the  Old  Dominion  still  stands  with  proad  crest  and  defiant 
mien,  ready  to  tramp  beneath  her  heel  every  usurper  and  tyrant,  and 
to  illustrate  afresh  her  sic  semper  tyrannis,  the  "proudest  motto  that 
ever  blazed  on  a  nation's  shield  or  a  warrior^s  arms." 

To  prevent  such  effects  our  people  are  now  prosecuting  this  stmg- 
jjle.  It  is  no  mere  war  of  calculation,  no  contest  for  a  particular  kind 
of  property,  no  barter  of  precious  blood  for  filthy  lucre.  Everything 
involved  in  manhood,  civilization,  religion,  law,  property,  country, 
liome,  is  at  stake.  We  light  not  for  plunder,  spoils,  pillage,  territo- 
rial conquest.  The  Government  tempts  by  no  prizes  of  beauty  or 
booty"  to  be  drawn  in  the  lottery  of  this  war.  We  seek  to  preserve 
civil  freedom,  honor,  equality,  firesides,  and  blood  is. well  shed  when 
"shed  for  our  family,  for  our  friends,  for  our  kind,  for  our  country, 
for  our  God."    Burke  said: 

A  State  resolved  to  hazard  its  existence  rather  than  abandon  its  object,  mnat 
have  an  infinite  advantage  over  that  which  is  resolved  to  yield  rather  Uian  carry 
its  reeistsnce  beyond  a  certain  point. 

It  is  better  to  be  conquered  by  any  other  nation  than  by  the  United 
States.  It  is  better  to  be  a  dependency  of  any  other  power  than  of 
that.  By  the  condition  of  its  existence  and  essential  Constitution  as 
now  governed,  it  must  be  in  perpetual  hostility  to  us.  As  the  Spanish 
invader  burned  his  ships  to  make  retreat  impossible,  so  we  cannot 
afford  to  take  steps  backward.  Retreat  is  more  dangerous  than 
advance.  Behind  us  are  inferiority  and  degradation.  Before  us  is 
everything  enticing  to  a  patriot. 

Our  bitter  and  implacable  foes  are  preparing  vigorously  for  the 
coming  campaign.  Corresponding  efforts  should  be  made  on  our  part. 
Without  murmuring,  our  people  should  respond  to  the  laws  which 
the  exigency  demands.  Every  one  capable  of  bearing  arms  should 
be  connected  with  some  effective  military  oi^anization.  The  utmost 
eneigles  of  the  whole  population  should  be  taxed  to  produce  food  and 
clothing,  and  a  spirit  of  cheerfulness  and  trust  in  an  all-wise  and 
ovemilmg  Providence  should  be  cultivated. 

The  history  of  the  past  three  yeare  has  much  to  animate  us  to 
renewed  effort  and  a  firmer  and  more  assured  hope.  A  whole  people 
have  given  their  hearts  and  bodies  to  repel  the  invader,  and  costly 
sacrifices  have  been  made  on  the  altar  of  our  country.  No  similar 
instance  is  to  be  found  of  such  spontaneous  uprising  and  volunteer- 
ing. Inspired  by  a  holy  patriotism,  again  and  again  have  our  brave 
soldiers,  with  the  aid  of  Heaven,  baffled  the  efforts  of  our  foes.  It  is 
in  no  arrogant  spirit  that  we  refer  to  successes  that  have  cost  us  so 
much  blood  and  brought  sorrow  to  so  many  hearts.  We  may  find  in 
all  this  an  earnest  of  what,  with  determined  and  resolute  exertion,  we 
can  do  to  avert  subjugation  and  slavery — and  we  cannot  fail  to  dis- 
cern in  our  deliverance  from  so  many  and  so  great  perils  the  interpo- 
sition of  that  Being  who  will  not  forsake  us  in  the  trials  that  are  to 
come.  Let  us,  then,  looking  upon  the  bodies  of  our  loved  and  hon- 
ored dead,  catch  inspiration  from  their  example,  and  gather  renewed 
confidence  and  a  firmer  resolve  to  tread,  with  unfaltering  trust,  the 
path  that  leads  to  honor  and  peace,  although  it  lead  through  tears  and 
suffering  and  blood. 

We  have  no  alternative  but  to  do  our  duty.  We  combat  for  prop- 
erty, homes,  the  honor  of  our  wives,  the  future  of  our  children,  the 
preservation  of  our  fair  land  from  poUution,  and  to  avert  a  doom 
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which  we  can  read  both  in  the  threats  of  our  enemies  and  the  acts  of 
oppression  we  have  alluded  to  in  this  address. 

The  situation  is  grave,  but  furnishes  no  just  excuse  for  despondency. 
Instead  of  harsh  criticisms  on  the  Government  and  our  general; 
instead  of  bewailing  the  failure  to  accomplish  impossibilities,  we 
should  rather  be  grateful,  humbly  and  profoundly,  to  a  benignant 
Providence  for  the  results  that  have  rewarded  our  labors.  Remem- 
bering the  disproportion  in  population,  in  military  and  naval  resources, 
and  the  deficiency  of  skilled  labor  in  the  South,  our  accomplishments 
have  surpassed  those  recorded  of  any  people  In  the  annals  of  the 
world.  There  is  no  just  reason  for  hopelessness  or  fear.  Since  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  the  South  has  lost  the  nominal  possession  of  the 
Mississippi  River  and  fragments  of  her  territory;  but  Federal  occu- 
pancy is  not  conquest.  The  fires  of  patriotism  still  bum  unquencha- 
bly  in  the  breasts  of  those  who  are  subject  to  foreign  domination. 
We  yet  have  in  our  uninterrupted  control  a  territory  which,  accord- 
ing to  past  progress,  will  require  the  enemy  ten  years  to  overrun. 

The  enemy  is  not  free  from  difficulties.  With  an  enormous  debt, 
the  financial  convulsion,  long  postponed,  is  surely  coming.  The  short 
crops  in  the  United  States  and  abundant  harvests  in  £urope  will 
hasten  what  was  otherwise  inevitable.  Many  sagacious  persons  at 
the  North  discover  in  the  usurpations  of  their  Government  the  cer- 
tain overthrow  of  their  liberties.  A  large  number  revolt  from  the 
unjust  war  waged  upon  the  South  and  would  gladly  bring  it  to  an 
end.  Others  look  with  alarm  upon  the  complete  subversion  of  con- 
stitutional freedom  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  feel  in  their  own  per- 
sons the  bitterness  of  the  slavery  which  three  years  of  war  have  failed 
to  infiict  on  the  South.  Brave  and  earnest  men  at  the  North  have 
spoken  out  against  the  usurpations  and  cruelties  daily  practiced.  The 
success  of  these  men  over  the  radical  and  despotic  faction  which  now 
rules  the  North  may  open  the  way  to  peaceful  negotiation  and  a  cessa- 
tion of  this  bloody  and  unnecessary  war. 

In  conclusion,  we  exhort  our  fellow-citizens  to  be  of  good  cheer  and 
spare  no  labor  nor  sacrifices  that  may  be  necessary  to  enable  us  to 
win  the  campaign  upon  which  we  have  just  entered.  We  have  pamed 
through  great  trials  of  aflSiction,  but  suffering  and  humiliation  are  the 
school-masters  that  lead  nations  to  self-reliance  and  independence. 
These  disciplinary  providences  but  mature  and  develop  and  solidify 
our  people.  We  beg  that  the  supplies  and  resources  of  the  country, 
which  are  ample,  may  be  sold  to  the  Government  to  support  and  equip 
its  armies.  Let  all  spirit  of  faction  and  past  party  differences  be  for- 
gotten in  the  presence  of  our  cruel  foe.  We  should  not  despond.  We 
should  be  self-denying.  We  should  labor  to  extend  to  the  utmost 
the  productive  resources  of  the  country.  We  should  economize.  The 
families  of  soldiers  should  be  eared  for  and  liberally  supplied.  We 
entreat  from  all  a  generous  and  hearty  co-operation  with  the  Govern- 
ment in  all  branches  of  its  administration,  and  with  the  agents,  civil 
or  military,  in  the  performance  of  their  duties.  Moral  aid  has  the 
"power  of  the  incommunicable,"  and,  by  united  efforts,  by  an  all- 
comprehending  and  self-sacrificing  patriotism,  we  can,  with  the  bless- 
ing of  God,  avert  the  perils  which  environ  us,  and  achieve  for  ourselves 
and  children  peace  and  freedom.  Hitherto  the  Lord  has  interposed 
graciously  to  bring  us  victory,  and  in  His  hand  there  is  present  power 
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to  prevent  this  great  multitude  which  come  against  us  from  casting 
OS  out  of  the  possession  which  He  has  given  us  to  inherit. 


T.  J.  Semmes,  J.  L.  On-,  A.  E.  Maxwell,  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate;  J.  W.  Clapp,  J.  L.  M.  Curry,  Julian 
Hartridge,  John  Goode,  jr.,  W.  N.  H.  Smith,  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives;  Thomas  S.  Bocock, 
Speaker  of  House  of  Representatives ;  Walter  Preston, 
John  McQueen,  Charles  W.  Russell,  W.  Lander,  A.  H. 
Conrow,  C.  J.  Munnerlyn,  Thomas  S.  Ashe,  O.  R.  Sin- 
gleton, J.  L.  Pugh,  A.  H.  Arringtoo,  Waller R.  Staples, 

A.  R.  Botelei:,  Thomas  J.  Foster,  W.  R.  Smith,  Ro.  J. 
Breckinridge,  John  M.  Martin,  Porter  Ingram,  A.  H. 
Garland,  E.  S.  Dai^an,  D.  Funsten,  Thomas  D.  McDow- 
ell, J.  R.  McLean,  R.  R.  Bridgers,  G.  W.  Jones,  B.  S. 
Gaither,  George  W.  Ewing,  W.  D.  Holder,  David  W. 
Lewis,  Henry  E.  Read,  A.  T.  Davidson,  M.  H.  Macwil- 
lie,  James  Lyons,  Caspar  W.  Bell,  R.  B.  Hilton,  Charles 
J.  Viller6,  J.  W.  Moore,  Lucius  J.  Dupr6,  John  D.  C. 
Atkins,  Israel  Welsh,  William  G.  Swan,  F.  B.  Sexton, 
T.  L.  Burnett,  George  G.  Vest,  Wm.  Porcher  Milos, 
E.  Barksdale,  Charles  F.  Collier,  P.  W.  Gray,  W.  W. 
Clark,  William  W.  Boyce,  John  R.  Chambliss,  Jolin 
J.  McRae,  John  Perkins,  jr.,  Robert  Johnston,  Jnnu>.s 
Farrow,  W.  D.  Simpson,  Lucius  J.  Gartrell,  M.  D. 
Graham,  John  B.  Baldwin,  E.  M.  Bruce,  Thomas  B. 
Hanly,  W.  P.  Chilton,  O.  R.  Kenan,  C.  M.  Conrad,  H.  W. 
Bruce,  David  Clopton,  W.  B.  Machen,  D.  C.  De  Jar- 
nette,  H.  C,  Chambers,  Thomas  Menees,  S.  A.  Miller, 
James  M.  Baker,  Robert  W.  Barnwell,  A.  G.  Brown, 
Henry  C.  Burnett,  Allen  T.  Caperton,  John  B.  Clark, 
Clement C.  Clay,  William  T.  Dortch,  LandonC.  Haynes, 
Gustavus  A.  Henry,  Benjamin  H.  Hill,  R.  M.  T.  Hun- 
ter, Robert  Jemlson,  jr.,  Herschel  V.  Johnson,  of 
Georgia,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  Waldo  P. 
Johnson,  of  Missouri,  Augustus  E.  Maxwell,  Charles 

B.  Mitchel,  W.  S.  Oldham,  James  L.  Orr,  James  Phe- 
lan,  Edwin  G.  Reade,  T.  J.  Semmes,  William  E.  Simms, 
Edward  Sparrow,  Louis  T.  Wigfall. 


AN  AC^  to  make  additional  appropriatioiui  for  the  support  of  the  Government 
of  Ote  Confederate  States  of  Amenca,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  thirtieth,  ( 
tif^tetm.  hundred  and  rizty-foor. 

Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That 
the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Government,  in  addition  to  appropriations  heretofore 
made,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  thirtieth  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

War  Department. — For  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
Assistant  Secretary,  Chief  of  Bureau,  clerks,  messengers  and  others 
employed  in  the  War  Department,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 
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For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  War  DejMirtment, 
ninety  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  of  Commissionerand  chief  clerk  of  Indian  affairs, 
and  incidental  expenses  of  Bureau,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Generars 
Department,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Army,  two  hundred 
,  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

QUARTERHASTER^S  DEPARTMENT.— For  pay  of  officers  and  privat«s 
of  the  Army,  volunteers,  militia,  Ac,  seventy-three  million  eight 
hundred  and  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars. 

For  the  service  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  one  hundred 
and  sixty-two  million  eighty-one  tliousand  five  hundred  and  forty- 
four  dollars. 

For  pay  of  officers,  their  fuel  and  quarters,  laborers,  employ^, 
and  agents,  hire  of  teamsters,  rent  of  offices,  material,  labor  and 
building  store-houses,  and  incidental  expenses  required  to  collect  and 
preserve  the  tax  in  kind,  from  July  the  first,  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty-three,  to  June  the  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four, 
five  million  three  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and 
four  dollars. 

For  railroad  transportation  of  the  articles  colleete<1  under  the  tax 
in  kind,  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  grain  bags  to  be  used  for  transportation  of  the  grain  collected 
under  the  tax  in  kind,  three  million  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  purchase  of  wagons,  teams  and  equipments,  two  million  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

•  «  •  •  •  •  * 

For  pay  of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  and 
clerks,  including  current  and  extraordinary  expenses  in  the  Bureau 
of  Conscription,  four  million  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand 
four  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  making  purchases  of  cotton,  naval  stores,  and 
other  produce  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  to  meet  the 
engagements  of  the  Government,  and  to  purchase  necessary  army, 
navy  and  other  supplies,  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 

For  compensation  of  agents,  sub-agents  and  contingent  expenses  of 
collecting  the  tax  in  kind  on  tobacco,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
******* 

For  transportation  of  troops  and  their  baggage,  of  quartermasters^ 
,  stores,  subsistence,  ordilance  and  ordnance  stores,  from  place  of  pur- 
chase to  troops  in  the  field,  purchase  of  horses,  mules,  wagons  and 
harness,  purchase  of  lumber,  nails,  iron  and  steel  for  store-honses, 
quarters  for  troops  and  other  repairs,  hire  of  teamsters,  laborers,  &c., 
seventy  million  six  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  four  hundred  and 
forty-six  dollai-s. 

For  pay  for  horses  killed  in  battle,  under  act  No.  48,  section  7,  and 
for  which  provision  is  to  be  made,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

To  pay  for  property  pressed  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate 
States,  under  appraisement,  and  said  property  having  been  either  lost 
or  applied  to  the  service,  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  sustenance  of  prisoners  of  war,  under  act  No.  181,  section 
1,  and  the  hire  of  the  necessary  prisons,  quarters,  Ac,,  for  the  safe- 
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keeping  of  the  same,  or  so  much  thereof  a.s  may  be  necessary,  one 
million  dollars. 

CouHissARY  Department.— For  the  purchase  of  subsistence  stores 
and  commissary  property,  fifty-seren  million  nine  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  thousand  dollars. 

Ordnance  Dbpartmbnt. — For  the  onlnanoe  service  in  all  its 
branches,  twenty-three  million  dollars. 

For  the  niter  and  mining  service,  nine  million  five  hnndre<l  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Engineer  Department. — For  engineer  service,  ten  million  dollars.  . 

Medical  Department. — For  pay  of  physicians  employed  by  con- 
tract, two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  of  nurses  and  cooks  not  enlisted  or  volunteers,  three  hun- ' 
dred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  of  hospital  laundresses,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  purcha.se  of  medical  and  hospital  supplies,  fifteen  million  four 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  establishment  and  support  of  military  hospitals,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  pay  of  hospital  stewards,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  pay  of  matrons,  assistant  matrons  and  ward  matrons,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

*«***«  * 

For  loss  of  slaves  which  have  been  impressed  by  Confederate 
authorities,  or  under  State  laws  for  the  use  of  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment, and  while  engaged  in  laboring  on  the  public  defenses,  have 
escaped  to  the  enemy,  or  died,  or  contracted  diseases  which  have, 
after  their  discharge,  resulted  fatally,  three  million  one  hundred  and 
eight  thousand  dollars. 

Approved  February  17,  1864. 


February  17,  1864. 

An  act  passed  in  secret  session  and  approved  this  date  **to  organize 
bodies  for  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  enemy's  property  by 
land  or  sea  and  to  authorize  compensation  for  the  same." 

S.  194. — Introduced  by  Sparrow  January  20,  1864.  Passed  Senate 
February  3,  1864.  Passed  House  with  amendment  February  9,  1864. 
Laid  on  table  in  Senate  February  10, 1864.  Senate  concurred  in  House 
amendment  February  12,  1864.  Engrossed  and  signed  February  17, 
1864.   Approved  February  17,  1864. 


JOINT  ^iSOLITTION  in  reference  to  ibe  adoption  and  publication  of  an  address 
to  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  ConfedercUe  States  of  America., 
That  the  address  to  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States,  prepared 
and  reported  by  the  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses,  appointed  for 
that  purpose  at  the  present  session  of  Congress,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  i^opted  as  an  address  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  the  people  of  said  States ;  *  and  tiiat  forty  thoosand  copies  of 
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said  address  be  printed,  with  the  names  of  the  members  of  this  Con- 
gress present  at  the  time  of  it^  adoption. 
Approved  February  17,  1864. 


JOINT  RESOLUTION  explanatory  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  lay  taxes  for 
the  common  defense  and  carry  on  tiie  Qovemment,"  approved  tiie  twenty-f oorth 

day  of  April,  eig^hteen  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  ConfedercUe  States  of  America^ 
That  the  daily  wages  of  detailed  soldiers  and  other  employ^  of  tiie 
Government  are  not  liable  to  taxation  as  income,  although  they  may 
amount  in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Approved  February  17,  1864. 


AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  Au  act  to  lay  taxes  for  the  common  defense 
and  carry  on  the  Gtovemment  of  the  Confederate  States,"  approved  April 
twenty-fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  €n<icf. 
That  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  lay  taxes  for  the  common  defense  and 
caiTy  on  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States,"  approved  April 
twenty-fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Section  1.  That  every  person  engaged,  or  intending  to  engage,  in 
any  business  named  in  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  shall,  within 
sixty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  or  at  the  time  of  beginning  busi- 
ness, and  on  the  first  day  of  January  in  each  year  thereafter,  register 
with  the  district  oollecfor,  in  such  form  as  the  Commissioner  of  Taxes 
shall  prescribe,  a  true  account  of  the  name  and  residence  of  each  per- 
son, nrm  or  iwnmration  engaged  or  interested  in  the  business,  with 
a  statement  of  the  time  for  which,  and  the  place  and  manner  in  which, 
the  same  is  to  be  conducted,  and  of  all  other  facts  going  to  ascertain 
the  amount  of  tax  upon  each  business,  for  the  past  or  future,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  this  act.  At  the  time  of  such  registry,  there 
shall  be  paid  to  the  collector  the  specific  tax  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  next  thirty-first  of  December,  and  such  other  tax  as  may  be  due 
upon  sales  or  receipts  in  such  business,  at  the  time  of  such  registry,  as 
herein  provided ;  and  the  collector  shall  give  to  the  person  making 
such  registry  a  copy  thereof,  with  a  receipt  for  the  amount  of  the  tax 
then  paid. 

Sec.  2.  That  any  person  failing  to  make  the  registry,  and  to  pay  the 
tax  required  by  the  preceding  section,  shall,  in  addition  to  all  other 
taxes  upon  his  business  imposed  by  this  act,  pay  double  the  amount 
of  the  specific  tax  on  such  business,  and  a  like  sum  for  every  thirty 
da^  of  such  failure. 

SEC.  3.  That  except  where  herein  otherwise  provided,  there  shall 
be  a  separate "  registry  and  tax  for  each  business  mentioned  in  the 
fourth  section  of  this  act,  and  for  each  place  of  conducting  the  same, 
but  no  tax  shall  be  required  for  the  mere  storage  of  goods  at  a  place 
other  than  the  registered  place  of  business.  Upon  every  change  in 
the  place  of  conducting  a  registered  business  there  shall  be  a  new 
registry,  but  no  additional  tax  shall  be  required.  Upon  the  death  of 
any  xK^son  conducting  a  business,  registered  and  taxed  as  hwein 
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required,  or  upon  the  transfer  of  the  bnsiness  to  another,  the  basi- 

oess  shall  not  be  subjected  to  any  additional  tax,  bat  there  shall  be  a 
new  r^istry  in  the  name  of  the  person  authorized  by  law  to  continue 
the  business. 

Sec.  4.  That  upon  each  trade,  business  or  oocupation  hereinafter 
named,  the  following  taxes  shall  be  levied  and  paid  for  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  thirty-first  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three, 
and  for  each  and  every  year  thereafter,  viz: 

I.  Bankers  shall  pay  five  hundred  dollars.  Every  person  shall  be 
deemed  a  banker,  within  tiie  meaning  of  this  act,  who  keeps  a  place 
of  basiness  where  credits  are  opened  in  favor  of  any  person,  firm  or 
corporation,  by  the  dexKuit  or  collection  of  money  or  currency,  and  by 
whom  the  same  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  paid  out  or  remitted  upon 
the  draft,  check  or  order  of  such  creditor;  but  not  to  include  any  bank 
legally  authorized  to  issue  notes  as  circulation,  nor  agents  for  the  sale 
of  merchandise  for  account  of  producers  or  manufacturers. 

II.  Auctioneers  shall  pay  fifty  dollars  and  two  and  a  half  per 
centum  on  the  gross  amount  of  sales  made :  Provided,  however.  That 
on  all  sales  at  auction  of  stock  or  securities  for  money,  the  tax  shall 
be  one-fourth  of  one  per  centum  on  the  gross  amount  of  sales.  Every 
person  shall  be  deemed  an  auctioneer,  within  the  meaning  of  this  act, 
whose  occupation  it  is  to  offer  property  for  sale,  to  the  highest  or  best 
bidder,  at  public  outcry.  The  tax  upon  the  auctioneers  shall  be 
deemed  a  tax  upon  the  personal  privilege,  to  be  paid  by  each  individ- 
nal  engaged  in  the  business,  and  without  r«^rd  to  the  place  at  which 
the  same  is  conducted.  No  tax  shall  be  required  upon  auction  sales 
made  for  dealers  in  a  business  registered  and  taxed,  and  at  their 
place  of  business,  upon  oflQcial  sales  at  auction,  made  by  judicial  or 
executive  officers,  or  by  personal  representatives,  guardians  or 
committees. 

HI.  Wholesale  dealers  in  liquors,  of  any  and  every  description, 
including  distilled  spirits,  fermented  liquors  and  wines  of  all  kinds, 
shall  pay  two  hundred  dollars  and  five  per  centum  on  the  gross 
amount  of  sales  made.  Every  person,  other  than  the  distiller  or 
brewer,  who  shall  sell,  or  offer  for  sale,  any  such  liquors  or  wines,  in 
quantities  of  more  than  three  gallons  at  one  time  to  the  same  pur- 
chaser, shall  be  regarded  as  a  wholesale  dealer  in  liquors  within  the 
meaning  of  this  act.  All  persons  who  shall  sell,  or  t^er  for  sale,  any 
such  liquors  or  wines,  in  quantities  less  than  three  gallons  at  one  time 
to  the  same  person,  shall  be  regarded  as  a  retail  dealer  in  liquors. 

IV.  Retail  dealers  in  liquors,  including  distilled  spirits,  fermented 
liquors,  and  wines  of  every  description,  shall  pay  one  hundred  dollars 
and  ten  per  centum  on  the  gross  amount  of  all  sales  made. 

V.  Retail  dealers,  whose  quarterly  sales  shall  exceed  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  shall  be  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  shall  pay  twenty- 
five  dollars  and  two  and  a  half  per  centum  on  the  gross  amount  of 
sales  made;  and  where  quarterly  sales  exceed  five  hundred  dollars, 
the  specific  tax  shall  be  fifty  dollars  and  two  and  a  half  per  centum 
on  the  gross  amount  of  sales  made.  Every  person  whose  business  or 
occupation  it  is  to  sell,  or  offer  to  sell,  groceries  or  any  goods,  wares, 
men^ndise,  or  other  thinj^of  foreign  or  domestic  production,  in  less 
quantities  than  a  whole  original  piece  or  package  at  one  time  to  the 
same  person  (not  including  wines,  spirituous  or  malt  liquors),  shall 
be  re^urded  as  a  retail  dealer  iin<ler  this  act:  Prmnded,  however , 
That  any  mechanic  who  shall  sell  only  the  products  of  the  labor  of 
himself  and  his  own  family,  shall  be  exempt  from  tJiis  tax. 
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yi.  Wholesale  dealers  shall  pay  two  hundred  dollars  and  two  and 
a  half  per  centum  on  the  gross  amount  of  all  sales  made.  Every  per- 
son whose  business  or  occupation  it  is  to  sell,  or  offer  to  sell,  grocer- 
ies, or  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  of  foreign  or  domestic  pro- 
duction, by  one  or  more  original  packages  or  pieces  at  one  time,  to 
the  same  pnrcfiaser,  not  including  wines,  spiritnous  or  malt  liqnors; 
and  every  person  whose  business  it  is  to  sell,  or  offer  to  sell;  slaves, 
shall  be  deemed  as  a  wholesale  dealer  under  this  act;  but  having  l>een 
registered  as  a  wholesale  dealer,  such  person  may  also  sell  as  afore- 
said as  a  retailer:  Provided^  That  contractors  working  for  and  sell- 
ing their  own  products  exclusively  to  the  Confederate  States,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  such  dealers 
as  sell  exclusively  to  consumers,  and  not  to  others  to  sell  again,  shall 
not  be  regarded  as  wholesale,  but  as  retail  dealers. 

VII.  Pawnbrokers  shall  pay  two  hundred  dollars.  Every  person 
whose  business  or  occupation  it  is  to  take  or  receive  by  way  of  pledge, 
favor  or  exchange,  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  of  any  kind  of 
personal  property  whatever,  for  the  repayment  or  security  of  money 
lent  thereon,  shall  be  deemed  a  pawnbroker  nnder  this  act. 

VXll.  Distillers  shall  pay  two  hundred  dollars  and  twenty  per 
oentnm  on  the  gross  amount  of  all  sales  made;  and  also  twenty  per 
centum  on  the  value  of  all  liquors  distilled  for  any  other  person,  and 
the  tax  on  distillers  shall  be  a  lien  on  the  still  or  stills  used,  and  apon 
the  other  fixtures  and  articles  for  carrying  on  the  business,  and  shall 
have  priority  over  all  other  liens  or  claims.  Every  person  or  copart- 
nership who  distills  or  manufactures  spirituous  liquors  for  others,  or 
for  sale,  shall  be  deemed  a  distiller  under  this  act :  Provided^  however. 
That  distillers  of  fruit,  for  ninety  days  or  less,  shall  pay  sixty  dollars, 
and  also  fifty  cents  per  gallon  on  the  first  ten  gallons,  and  t^o  dollars 
per  gallon  on  all  spirits  distilled  beyond  that  quantity. 

IX.  Brewers  shall  pay  one  hundred  dollars  and  two  and  a  half  per 
centum  on  the  gross  amount  of  sales  made.  Every  person  who  manu- 
factures fermented  liqnors,  of  any  name  or  description  for  sale,  from 
malt,  wholly  or  in  part,  shall  be  deemed  a  brewer  nnder  this  act. 

X.  Hotels,  inns,  taverns  and  eating-houses  ^all  be  claesifidd  and 
rated  according  to  the  yearly  rental,  or  if  not  rented,  according  to  the 
estimated  value  of  the  house  or  property  occupied,  or  intended  to  be 
occupied,  as  a  hotel,  inn,  tavern  or  eating-house,  as  follows,  viz :  In 
cases  where  the  actual  or  estimated  rent  shall  amount  to  ten  thousand 
dollars  or  more,  they  shall  constitute  the  first  class,  and  pay  an  annual 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars.  In  cases  where  said  rent  shall  be  five 
thousand,  and  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  they  shall  constitute  a 
second  class,  and  pay  an  annual  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars.  And 
in  oases  where  said  rent  shall  be  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  less  than  five  thousand  dollars,  they  shall  constitute  the  third 
class,  and  pay  an  annual  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars.  In  cases  where 
said  rent  shall  be  one  thousand  dollars,  and  less  than  twenty-five 
hundred  dollars,  they  shall  constitute  the  fourth  class,  and  pay  an 
annual  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.  And  in  cases  where  said  rent 
shall  be  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  they  shall  constitute  the  fifth 
class,  and  pay  an  annual  sum  of  thirty  dollars.  Every  place  where 
food  and  lodgings,  or  lodgings  only,  are  provided  for  travelers, 
sojourners,  or  boarders,  in  view  of  payment  therefor,  the  income  or 
receipts  from  which  amount  to  five  hundred  dollars  from  that  source, 
shall  be  regarded  a  hotel,  inn  or  tavern,  under  this  act. 

XI.  That  every  place  where  food  or  refreshments  of  any  kind  are 
provided  for  casual  visitors,  and  sold  for  consumption  therein,  and 
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every  boarding-house  in  which  there  shall  be  six  Iwarders  or  more, 
shall  be  deemed  an  eating-house  under  this  act. 

XII.  Brofeers  shall  pay  two  hundred  dollars.  Any  person  whose 
business  it  is  to  purchase  and  sell  stocks,  coined  money,  bank  notes, 
or  other  securities  for  themselves  or  others,  or  who  deals  in  exchanges 
relating  to  money,  shall  be  deemed  a  brewer  under  this  act. 

XUI.  Commercial  brokers,  or  commission  merchants,  shall  pay  two 
hundred  dollars  and  two  and  a  half  per  centum  upon  all  sales  made. 
Any  person  of  firm,  except  one  registered  as  a  wholesale  dealer  or  a 
banker,  whose  business  it  is,  as  the  agent  of  others,  to  purchase  or 
sell  goods,  or  seek  orders  therefor,  in  original  or  unbroken  packages, 
or  produce  consigned  by  others  than  the  producers,  to  manage  busi- 
ness matters  for  the  owners  of  vessels,  or  for  the  shippers  or  con- 
signers of  goods,  or  whose  business  it  is  to  purchase,  rent,  hire  or 
sell  real  estate  or  negroes,  shall  be  deemed  a  commercial  broker  or 
commission  merchant,  under  this  act. 

XIV.  Tobacconists  shall  pay  fifty  dollars  and  two  and  a  half  per 
centum  on  the  gross  amount  of  sales.  Any  person  whose  business  it 
is  to  sell,  at  retail,  cigars,  snuff  or  tobacco,  in  any  form,  shall  be 
deemed  a  tobacconist  under  this  act;  but  registered  wholesale  and 
retail  dealers  shall  not  be  taxed  as  tobacconists. 

XV.  Theaters  shall  pay  Ave  hundred  dollars  and  five  per  centum 
on  all  receipts,  which  tax  shall  be  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  building. 
Every  edifice  used  for  the  purpose  of  dramatic  representations,  plays 
or  performances,  and  not  including  halls  rented  or  used  occasionally 
for  concerts  or  theatrical  representations,  shall  be  regarded  as  a  thea- 
ter under  this  act.  Each  circus  shall  pay  one  hundred  dollars,  and  a 
tax  of  ten  dollars  for  each  exhibition ;  which  tax  shall  be  paid  by  the 
manager  thereof.  Every  building,  tent,  or  space,  or  area,  where  feats 
of  horsemanship  or  acrobatic  sports  are  exhibited,  shall  be  regarded 
as  a  circus  under  this  act.  Jugglers,  and  otlier  persons  exhibiting 
shows,  shall  pay  fifty  dollars.  Every  person  who  performs  by  sleight 
of  hand  shall  be-regarded  as  a  juggler  under  this  act:  Providedy  That 
no  registry  made  in  one  State  shall  be  held  to  authorize  exhibitions  in 
another  State,  and  but  one  registry  shall  be  required  under  this  act 
to  authorize  exhibitions  in  any  one  State. 

XVI.  Bowling-alleys  and  billiard-rooms  shall  pay  forty  dollars  for 
each  alley  or  billiard-table  registered,  which  tax  shall  be  paid  by  the 
owner  thereof.  Every  place  or  building  where  bowls  are  thrown,  or 
billiards  played,  and  open  to  the  public  with  or  without  price,  shall  be 
regarded  as  a  bowling-alley  or  billiard-room,  respectively,  under  this 
act. 

XVII.  Livery  stable  keepers  shall  pay  fifty  dollars.  Any  person 
whose  occupation  or  business  it  is  to  keep  horses  for  hire  or  to  let 
shall  be  regarded  as  a  livery  stable  keeper  under  this  act, 

XVIII.  Cattle  brokers  shall  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  and  two 
and  a  half  per  centum  on  the  gross  amount  of  sales  made.  Any  per- 
son whose  business  it  is  to  buy  and  sell  and  deal  in  cattle,  hoi-ses, 
hogs  or  sheep,  shall  be  considered  a  cattle  broker. 

XIX.  Batchers  and  bakers  shall  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  and 
one  per  centum  on  the  gross  amount  of  the  sales  made.  Any  person 
whose  business  it  is  to  butcher  and  sell,  or  offer  for  sale  in  open  market, 
or  otherwise,  the  flesh  of  cattle,  hogs  or  sheep,  shall  be  deemed  a 
butcher  under  this  act;  and  any  person  whose  business  it  is  to  bake 
and  sell,  or  offer  for  sale,  bread,  shall  be  deemed  a  baker  under  this 
act. 
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of  the  boat  or  vessel,  if  not  owned  by  the  person  running  the  same, 
or  if  owned  by  him,  a  reasonable  allowance  for  the  wear  and  tear  of 
the  same,  not  exceeding  ten  per  centum  per  annum,  and  also  the  cost 
of  running  the  boat  or  vessel. 

IV.  If  tiie  income  be  derived  by  the  tax-payer  from  boat  or  ship 
bailding,  there  shall  be  deducted  from  the  gross  receipts  of  his 
occupation,  including  the  value  of  the  boat  or  ship  when  finished,  if 
built  for  himself,  the  cost  of  the  labor  actually  hired  and  paid  by 
himself,  and  the  prime  cost  of  the  materials,  if  parcbased  by  him. 

y.  If  tibe  income  be  derived  by  the  tax-payer  from  the  sale  of  mer- 
chandise or  any  other  property,  real  or  personal,  there  shall  be 
deducted  from  the  gross  amount  of  sales  the  pnme  cost  of  the  prop- 
erty sold,  including  the  cost  of  transportation,  salaries  of  clerks  actu- 
ally paid  and  the  rent  of  the  buildings  employed  in  the  business,  if 
hired  and  not  owned  by  himself. 

VI.  If  the  income  be  derived  by  the  tax-payer  from  any  other  occu- 
pation, profession,  employment  or  business,  there  shall  be  deducted 
from  the  gross  amount  of  fees,  compensation,  profits,  earnings  or 
commissions,  the  salaries  of  clerks  actually  paid,  and  the  rent  of  the 
office  or  other  building  used  in  the  business,  if  hired  and  not  owned 
by  himself,  the  cost  of  labor  actually  paid,  and  not  owned  by  himself, 
and  the  cost  of  material  other  than  machinery  purchased  for  the  use 
of  his  business,  or  to  be  converted  into  some  other  form  in  the  course 
of  his  business,  and  in  the  case  of  mutual  insurance  companies  the 
amount  of  losses  paid  by  them  during  the  year.  The  income  derived 
from  all  other  sources  shall  be  subject  to  no  deduction  whatever,  nor 
shall  foreigners  be  subject  to  a  tax  upon  any  other  income  than  that 
derived  from  property  owned,  or  occupations  or  employments  pursued 
by  them  within  the  Confederate  States;  and  in  estimating  incomes 
there  shall  be  included  the  interest,  dividends,  profits  or  other  pro- 
ceeds of  money  or  credits  of  every  description,  on  which  such  interest, 
dividends,  profits  or  other  proceeds  shall  have  accrued  for  the  year, 
whether  received  or  not,  and  the  value  of  the  estimated  annual  rental 
of  all  dwelling-houses,  buildings  or  building-lots  in  cities,  towns  or 
villages,  occupied  by  the  owners,  or  owned  and  not  occupied  or  hired, 
and  the  value  of  the  estimated  annual  hire  of  all  slaves,  not  engaged 
on  plantations  or  farms,  and  not  employed  in  some  business  or  occu- 
pations, the  profits  of  which  are  tAxed  as  income  under  this  act.  When 
the  income  shall  be  thus  ascertained,  all  of  those  which  do  not  exceed 
five  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation.  On 
all  incomes  received  during  the  year  over  five  hundred  dollars  and 
not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  a  tax  of  five  per  cent,  shall  be 
paid.  On  all  incomes  over  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and  less  than  three 
thousand  dollars,  five  per  cent,  shall  be  paid  on  the  first  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  and  ten  per  cent,  on  all  excess.  On  all  incomes  of  or  over 
three  thousand  dollars  and  less  than  five  thousand  dollars,  a  tax  of  ten 
per  cent,  shall  be  paid.  On  all  incomes  of  (or)  over  five  thousand 
dollars,  and  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  a  tax  of  twelve  and  a  half 
per  cent,  shall  be  paid;  and  on  all  incomes  of  (or)  over  ten  thousand 
dollars,  a  tax  of  fifteen  per  cent,  shall  be  paid.  All  joint  stock  com- 
panies and  corporations  shall  reserve  one-tenth  of  the  annual  earn- 
ings set  apart  for  dividend  and  reserve  fund,  to  be  paid  to  the  collector 
of  the  Gonf^erate  tax,  and  the  dividend  then  paid  to  the  stockholder 
shall  not  be  estimated  as  a  part  of  his  income  for  the  purposes  of  this 
act.  All  persons  shall  give  in  an  estimate  of  their  income  and  profits 
derived  from  any  other  source  whatever,  and  in  so  doing  shaU  first 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES. 


147 


state  the  gross  amount  of  their  receipts  as  individnals  or  members  of  a 
linn  or  partnership,  and  also  state  particularly  each  item  for  which  a 
deduction  is  to  be  made  and  the  amount  to  be  deducted  for  it:  Pro- 
inded.  That  the  incomes  and  profits  upon  which  the  above  tax  is  to  be 
imposed,  shall  not  be  deemed  to  include  the  products  of  lands,  which 
are  taxed  in  kind  as  hereinafter  described :  Pirovided  further^  That 
in  case  the  annual  earnings  of  said  joint  stock  companies  and  corpo- 
rations set  apart  as  aforesaid,  shall  give  a  profit  of  more  than  ten  and 
less  than  twenty  per  cent,  upon  their  capital  stock  paid  in,  one-eighth 
of  said  sum  bo  set  apart  shall  be  paid  as  a  tax  to  the  collector  afore- 
said, and  in  case  said  sum  so  set  apart  shall  give  a  profit  of  more  than 
twenty  per  cent,  on  their  capital  stock  paid  in,  one-sixth  thereof  shall 
be  reserved  and  paid  as  aforesaid.  The  tax  levied  in  this  section 
shall  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  and  on  the  first  day  of 
January  of  each  year  thereafter. 

Sec.  8.  That  if  the  assessor  shall  be  dissatisfied  with  the  statement 
or  estimate  of  incomes  and  profits  derived  from  any  source  whatever, 
other  than  products  in  kind,  which  the  tax-payer  is  required  to  render, 
or  with  any  deduction  claimed  by  said  tax-payer,  he  shall  select  one 
dinnterested  citizen  of  the  vicinage  as  a  referee,  and  the  tax-payer 
shall  select  another,  and  the  two  thus  selected  shall  call  in  a  third, 
who  shall  investigate  and  determine  the  facts  in  reference  to  said  esti- 
mates and  deductions,  and  fix  the  amount  on  income  and  profits  on 
which  the  tax-payer  shall  be  assessed,  and  a  certificate,  signed  by  a 
majority  of  the  referees,  shall  be  conclusive  as  to  the  amount  of  income 
and  profits  on  which  the  tux-payer  shall  be  assessed:  Provided^  That 
if  any  person  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  render  the  statement  or  estimate 
aforesaid,  or  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  select  a  referee  as  aforesaid,  the 
assessor  shall  select  three  referees,  who  shall  fix  the  amount  of  income 
and  profits  on  which  the  tax-payer  shall  be  assessed,  from  the  best 
evidence  they  can  obtain,  and  a  certificate  signed  by  a  majority  of 
said  referees,  shall  be  conclusive  on  the  tax-payer:  And  prov^edfur- 
ther.  That  in  any  case  submitted  to  referees,  if  they,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  shall  find  and  certify  that  the  statement  or  estimate  of  income 
and  profits  rendered  by  the  tax-payer  does  not  contain  more  than 
fonr-fifths  of  the  true  and  real  amount  of  his  taxable  income  and 
profits,  then  the  tax-payer,  in  addition  to  the  income  tax  on  the  true 
amount  of  his  income  and  profits,  ascertairted  and  assessed  by  the 
referees,  shall  pay  ten  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  said  income  tax, 
and  the  assessor  shall  be  entitled  to  one-fifth  of  said  additional  ten 
per  centum  over  and  above  all  other  fees  and  allowances:  And  pro- 
vided fuHher,  That  the  assessor  may  administer  oaths  to  referees, 
the  tax-payer,  and  any  witness  before  the  referees,  in  regard  to  said 
estimate  and  any  deduction  claimed,  or  any  fact  in  reference  thereto, 
in  anch  form  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  9.  On  all  profits  made  by  any  person,  partnership  or  corpora- 
tion, during  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two,  by  the  purchase 
within  the  Confederate  States,  and  sale  during  the  said  year,  of  any 
flour,  com,  bacon,  pork,  oats,  hay,  rice,  salt,  iron  or  the  manufac- 
tures of  iron,  sugar,  molasses  made  of  cane,  leather,  woolen  cloths, 
shoes,  boots,  blankets  and  cotton  cloths,  a  tax  of  ten  per  centum  shall 
be  levied  and  collected,  to  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  July  next :  Pro- 
videdf  That  the  tax  imposed  by  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  pur- 
chases and  sales  made  in  the  due  course  of  t)ie  regular  retail  business, 
znd  shall  not  continue  beyond  the  present  year. 
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Sec.  10.  That  each  fanner  and  planter  in  the  Confederate  StiM«B, 
shall  pay  and  deliver  to  the  Confederate  Government,  of  the  products 
of  the  present  year,  one-tenth  of  the  wheat,  com,  oats,  rye,  buck- 
wheat or  rice,  Irish  potatoes,  and  of  the  cured  hay  and  fodder;  also 
one-tenth  of  the  sugar,  molasses  made  of  cane,  or  of  soi^hum,  where 
more  than  thirty  gallons  are  made,  cotton,  wool  and  tobacco ;  the  cot- 
ton ginned  and  packed  in  some  secure  manner,  and  tobacco  stripped 
and  packed  in  boxes;  the  cotton  to  be  delivered  by  him  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  March,  and  the  tobacco  on  or  before  the  firat  day 
of  July,  next  after  their  prodactiou.  Each  farmer  or  planter  shall 
deliver  to  the  Confederate  Government,  for  its  use,  one-tenth  of  the 
peas,  beans,  and  ground  peas  produced  and  gathered  by  him  during 
the  present  year.  As  soon  as  each  of  the  aforesaid  crops  are  made 
ready  for  market,  the  tax  assessor,  in  case  of  disf^jeement  between 
him  and  the  tax-payer,  shall  proceed  to  estimate  the  same,  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner:  The  assessor  and  tax-payer  shall  each  select  a  dis- 
interested freeholder  from  the  vicinage,  who  may  call  in  a  third,  in 
case  of  a  difference  of  opinion,  to  settle  the  matter  in  dispute;  or  if  the 
tax-payer  neglects  or  refuses  to  select  one  such  freeholder,  the  said 
assessor  shall  select  two,  who  shall  proceed  to  assess  the  crops  as 
herein  provided.  They  shall  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  crops,  either 
by  actual  measurement  or  by  computing  the  contents  of  the  rooms  or 
houses  in  which  they  are  held,  when  a  correct  computation  is  practi- 
cable by  such  a  method,  and  the  appraisers  shall  then  estimate,  under 
oatJi,  the  quantity  and  quality  of  said  crops,  including  what  may  have 
been  sold  or  consumed  by  the  producer,  prior  to  said  estimate,  whether 
gathered  or  not,  excepting  from  said  estimates  such  portion  of  said 
crops  as  may  be  necessary  to  raise  and  fatten  the  hogs  of  such  farmer, 
planter  or  grazier  for  pork:  Provided^  That  the  following  peraons 
shall  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  the  tax  in  kind,  imposed  by  tliis 
section,  viz: 

I.  Each  head  of  a  family  not  worth  more  (than)  Ave  hundred 

dollars. 

II.  Each  head  of  a  family  with  minor  children,  not  worth  more  than 
five  hundred  dollars  for  himself,  and  one  hundred  dollars  for  each 
minor  living  with  him,  and  five  hundred  dollars  in  addition  thereto 
for  each  minor  son  he  has  living  or  may  have  lost,  or  had  disabled  in 
the  military  or  naval  service. 

III.  Each  officer,  soldier  or  seaman,  in  the  Army  or  Navy,  or  who 
has  been  dischai^^  therefrom  for  wounds,  and  is  not  worth  more  than 
one  thousand  dollars. 

IV.  Each  widow  of  any  officer,  soldier  or  seaman,  who  has  died  in 
the  military  or  naval  service,  the  widow  not  worth  more  than  one 
thousand  dollars:  Provided,  That  in  all  cases  where  the  farmer  or 
planter  does  not  produce  more  than  fifty  bushels  of  Irish  potatoes, 
two  hundi-ed  bushels  of  corn,  or  twenty  bushels  of  peas  and  beans 
he  shall  not  be  subject  to  the  tax  in  kind  on  said  articles,  or  either  of 
them;  and  the  forage  derived  from  the  corn  plant  shall,  also  be  exempt 
in  all  cases  where  the  corn  is  not  taxed  in  kind;  neither  shall  any 
farmer  or  planter,  who  does  not  produce  more  than  ten  pounds  of 
wool,  or  more  than  fifteen  pounds  of  ginned  cotton  for  each  member 
of  the  family,  be  subject  to  said  tax  in  kind.  The  tax  assessor,  after 
allowing  the  exemptions  authorized  in  this  section,  shall  assess  the 
value  of  the  portion  of  said  crops  to  which  tlie  Government  is  entitled, 
and  sliall  give  a  written  statement  of  this  estimate  to  tlie  collector, 
and  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  producer.    The  said  producer  sh^  be 
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required  to  deliver  the  wheat,  corn,  oats,  rye,  buckwheat,  rice,  peas, 
beans,  cured  hay  and  fodder,  sugar,  molasses  of  cane  or  sorghum, 
wool,  thus  to  be  paid  as  a  tithe  in  kind,  after  they  have  been  estimated 
as  aforesaid,  in  such  form  and  ordinary  marketable  condition  as  may 
be  usual  in  the  section  in  which  they  are  to  be  delivered,  within  thirty 
days  from  the  date  of  notice  given  by  the  agent  of  collection  that  he 
is  ready  to  receive  such  produce,  (except  cotton  and  tobacco  shall  be 
delivered  in  the  manner  and  at  the  times  hereinbefore  provided), 
at  some  depot  not  more  than  twelve  miles  from  the  place  of  produc- 
tion, and  if  not  delivered  by  the  times  and  in  the  order  stated,  he 
shall  be  liable  to  pay  five  times  the  estimated  value  of  the  portion 
aforesaid,  to  be  collected  by  the  tax  collector  as  hereinafter  prescribed : 
Providedy  That  post  quartermasters  may  direct  such  delivery  to  be 
made  at  any  time  within  five  monliis  after  the  date  of  said  estimates, 
under  the  sanction  of  the  penalty  aforesaid,  and  that  producers  shall 
be  paid  the  expenses  of  the  transportation  of  their  tithes  from  the 
place  of  production  to  the  place  or  delivery,  at  the  nsnal  rates  of 
compensation  paid  by  the  Government  in  the  State  in  which  the 
delivery  is  made.  Such  delivery,  when  required  to  be  made  of  grain 
in  bushels,  shall  be  made  in  bnshels  according  to  the  Government 
standard  of  weight  per  bnshel :  Provided^  That  the  Government  shall 
be  bound  to  furnish  to  the  producer  sacks  for  the  delivery  of  such 
articles  of  grain  as  require  to  be  put  in  sacks  for  transportation,  and 
shall  allow  to  the  producers  of  molasses  the  cost  of  the  barrels  contain- 
ing the  same.  The  said  estimates  shall  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
amount  in  money  of  the  tax  due  by  the  producer  to  the  Government, 
and  the  collector  is  hereby  authorized  to  proceed  to  collect  the  same 
ifv  issuing  a  warrant  of  distress  from  his  office,  under  his  signature, 
in  the  nature  of  a  writ  of  fieri  facias,  and  by  virtue  of  the  same  to 
seize  and  sell  any  personal  property  on  the  premises  of  the  tax-payer 
or  elsewhere,  belonging  to  him,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  neoes- 
sary  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  tax,  and  the  increase  aforesaid  and 
costs;  and  said  sale  shall  be  made  in  the  manner  and  form,  and  after 
the  notice  required  by  the  laws  of  the  several  States,  for  judicial  sales 
of  personal  property;  and  the  said  warrant  of  distress  may  be  exe- 
cuted by  the  tax  collector,  or  any  deputy  appointed  by  him  for  that 
purpose,  and  the  deputy  executing  the  warrant  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  same  fees  as  are  allowed  in  the  respective  States,  to  sheriffs  exe- 
cuting writs  of  fi£ri  facias;  said  fees  to  be  paid  as  cost  by  the  tax- 
payer :  Promdea,  That  in  all  cases  where  the  assessor  and  tax-payer 
agree  on  the  assessment  of  the  crops,  and  the  value  of  the  portion 
thereof  to  which  the  Government  is  entitled,  no  other  assessment 
shall  be  necessary;  but  the  estimate  agreed  on  shall  be  reduced  to 
writing,  and  signed  by  the  assessor  and  tax-i>ayer,  and  have  the  same 
force  and  effect  as  the  Msessment  and  estimate  of  disinterested  free- 
holders, hereinbefore  mentioned;  and  two  copies  of  such  assessment 
and  estimate,  thus  agreed  on  and  signed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  made, 
and  one  delivered  to  the  producer,  and  the  other  to  the  collector:  Ana 
provided  further.  That  the  assessor  is  hereby  authorized  to  administer 
oaths  to  the  tax-payer  and  to  witness  in  regard  to  any  item  of  the 
estimate  herein  required  to  be  made:  And  provided  fwriher,  When 
agricultural  produce  in  kind  is  paid  for  taxes,  if  payment  be  made 
by  a  tenant,  who  is  bound  to  pay  his  rent  in  kind,  the  tenth  part  of 
said  rent  in  kind  shall  be  paid  in  kind  by  the  tenant  to  the  Govern- 
ment, as  and  for  the  tax  of  the  lessor  on  said  rent;  and  the  receipt  of 
the  Gtovemment  officer  shall  release  the  lessor  from  all  obligation  to 
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include  such  rent  in  kind  in  his  statement  of  income;  and  discharge 
the  tenant  from  so  mnch  of  his  rent  to  the  lessor. 

Sec.  11.  That  every  farmer,  planter  or  grazier,  or  other  person  who 
slaughters  hogs,  shall  exhibit  to  the  assessor  on  or  about  the  first  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  an  account  of  all  the  hogs 
he  may  hav^  slaughtered  since  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  before  that 
time.  After  the  delivery  of  this  ,  estimate  to  the  post  quartermaster 
hereinafter  mentioned,  by  the  assessor,  the  said  farmer,  planter, 
grazier,  or  oUier  person  who  slaughters  hoga  shall  deliver  an  equiva- 
lent for  one-tenth  of  the  same  in  cured  bacon,  at  the  rate  of  sixty 
pounds  of  bacon  to  the  one  hundredweight  of  pork;  that  on  the  first 
of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  an  estimate  shall  be 
made,  as  hereintwfore  provided,  of  the  value  of  all  neat  cattle,  horses, 
mules  not  used  in  cultivation,  and  asses  owned  by  each  person  in  the 
Confederate  States,  and  upon  such  value  the  said  owner  shall  be 
taxed  one  per  centum,  to  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  January  next 
ensuing.  If  the  grazier,  planter  or  farmer  shall  have  sold  beeves 
since  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  prior  to  the  first  day  of  November, 
the  gross  proceeds  of  such  sales  shall  be  estimated  and  taxed  as 
income,  after  deducting  therefrom  the  money  actually  paid  for  the 
purchase  of  such  beeves,  if  they  have  been  actually  purchased,  and 
the  value  of  the  com  or  peas  consumed  by  them.  The  estimate  of 
these  items  shall  be  made,  in  cAse  of  disagreement  between  the 
assessor  and  tax-payer,  as  herein  provided  in  other  cases  of  income 
tax:  Provided^  That  no  farmer,  planter,  grazier,  or  other  person,  who 
shall  not  slaughter  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  net 
pork  during  any  year,  shall  be  subject  to  the  bacon  tithe  imposed  by 
this  section;  and  every  officer,  soldier  or  seaman,  in  the  military  or 
naval  service,  or  who  may  have  been  discharged  therefrom  on  account 
of  wounds,  or  physical  disability,  and  any  widow  of  such  officer,  sol- 
dier or  seaman,  or  any  head  of  a  family,  who  does  not  own  more  than 
two  cows  and  calves,  shall  be  exempt  from  the  tax  Imposed  by  this 
section  on  neat  cattle. 

Sbc.  12.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  divide  the  service  of  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  Into  two  branches — one  herein  denom- 
inated post  quartermasters,  for  the  collection  of  the  articles  paid  for 
taxes  in  kind,  and  the  other  for  distribution  to  the  proper  points  for 
supplying  the  Army,  and  for  delivering  cotton  and  tobacco  to  the 
agents  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  tax  assessor  shall 
transfer  the  estimate  of  articles  due  from  each  person  by  way  of  a  tax 
in  kind,  to  the  duly  authorized  post  quartermaster,  taking  from  the 
said  quartermaster  a  receipt,  which  shall  be  filed  as  a  voucher  with 
the  chief  collector  in  settling  his  account,  and  a  copy  of  this  receipt 
shall  be  furnished  by  the  chief  collector  to  the  auditor  settling^  the 
post  quartermaster*s  account  as  a  chaise  against  him.  The  post 
quartermaster  receiving  the  estimate  shall  collect  from  the  tax-payer 
the  articles  which  it  specifies,  and  which  he  is  bound  to  pay  and 
deliver  as  a  tax  to  the  Confederate  Government.  The  post  quarter- 
master shall  be  liable  for  the  safe  custody  of  the  articles  placed  in 
his  care,  and  shall  account  for  the  same  by  showing  that  after  proper 
deductions  from  unavoidable  loss,  the  residue  has  been  delivered,  to 
the  distributing  agents  as  evidenced  by  their  receipts.  The  said  post 
quartermasters  shall  also  state  the  accounts  of  the  quartermasters 
receiving  from  him  the  articles  delivered  in  payment  of  taxes  in  kind 
at  his  depot,  and  make  a  monthly  report  of  the  same  to  such  officer  as 
the  Secretary  of  War  may  designate:  Providedf  That  in  case  thepwt 
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quartermaster  shall  be  anable  to  collect  the  tax  in  kind  specifled  in 
the  estimate  delivered  to  him  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  deliver  to  the  dis- 
trict tax  collector  said  estimate  as  a  basis  for  the  distress  warrant 
authorized  to  be  issued,  and  take  a  receipt  therefor,  and  forward  the 
same  to  the  chief  tax  collector  as  a  credit  in  the  statement  of  the 
acconnts  of  said  post  quartermaster:  Provided,  That  any  partial  pay- 
ment of  said  tax  in  kind  shall  be  indorsed  on  said  estimate  before 
delivering  the  same  to  the  district  tax  collector  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
receipt  given  to  him  therefor  by  the  district  tax  collector,  shall  specify 
such  partial  payment.  When  the  articles  thus  collected,  throuf^h 
the  payment  of  taxes  in  kind  have  been  received  at  the  depot  as  afore- 
said, they  shall  be  distributed  to  the  agents  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  if  they  consist  of  cotton  or  tobacco,  or  if  they  be  suitable 
for  forage  or  subsistence,  to  such  places  and  in  such  manner  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  may  prescribe.  The  wool  collected  under  this  act 
shall  be  retained  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  as  supplies. 
Should  the  Secretary  of  War  find  that  some  of  the  agricultural  produce 
thus  -ptud  in  and  suitable  for  fon^e  and  subsistence,  has  been  or  will 
be  deposited  in  places  where  it  cannot  be  used  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly for  these  purposes,  he  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  sold  in  such 
manner  as  he  may  prescribe,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Confederate  States.  Should,  however, 
the  Secretary  of  War  notify  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  it 
would  be  impracticable  for  him  to  collect  or  use  the  articles  taxed  in 
kind,  or  any  of  them  to  be  received  in  certain  districts  or  localities, 
then  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  proceed  to  collect  in  said 
district  or  locality  the  money  value  of  said  articles  specified  in  said 
estimate  and  not  required  in  kind,  and  said  money  value  shall  be  due 
on  the  first  day  of  January  in  each  and  every  year,  and  be  collected 
as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable;  and  where  in  districts  heretofore, 
or  which  may  hereafter  be  ascertained  to  be  so  impracticable,  quar- 
termasters or  commissaries  serving  with  troops  in  the  field,  shall  have 
collected  or  may  hereafter  collect  from  producers  any  portion  of  their 
tax.  in  kind,  the  receipts  of  such  officers  shall  be  held  good  to  the  pro- 
ducers against  the  collection  of  the  money  value  of  their  tax,  to  the 
extent  and  value  of  such  portions  as  may  have  been  or  may  be  here- 
after collected.  And  where  assessments  in  practicable  localities  have 
been  made  and  transferred  topc^t  quartermasters,  and  transportation 
is  difficult  to  be  obtained,  the  supply  of  grain  sacks  insufficient,  or  the 
amount  of  produce  receivable  is  too  small  to  justify  the  expenses  of 
collection,  post  quartermasters,  with  approval  of  their  superior  officer, 
shall  be  authorized  to  transfer  the  estimates  to  district  collectors,  to  be 
collected  in  their  money  value  only. 

Sec.  13.  That  the  assessors,  whose  duty  it  is  under  said  act  to  esti- 
mate the  taxes  in  kind,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  their  duties  shall  be  the  same,  and  the  duties  shall  be  executed 
in  the  same  manner  as  prescribed  by  sections  ten,  eleven  and  twelve 
of  this  act,  in  reference  to  the  estimates  and  assessment  of  taxes  in 
kind  on  agricultural  products  and  slaughtered  hogs;  and  there  may 
be  one  assessor  appointed  for  each  practicable  tax  district,  and  he 
shall  take  the  oath  as  assessor  of  taxes  in  kind,  prescribed  by  section 
five  of  the  act  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes,  approved 
May  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  which  oath  shall  be 
delivered  to  such  officer  as  the  Secretary  Of  War  may  designate.  And 
the  assessors  of  taxes  in  kind  shall  be  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
assessors  of  money  tax,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  exclusive  direction 
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and  control  of  the  War  Department,  and  shall  receive  the  same  com- 
pensation, for  such  time  as  they  may  be  employed,  as  is  allowed  to 
other  agente  of  the  Qnartermaster's  Department. 

Sec.  14.  That  the  estimates  of  incomes  and  profits,  other  than  those 
payable  in  kind,  and  the  statements  or  bills  for  the  amonnt  of  the 
specific  tax  on  occnpations,  employments,  business  and  professions, 
and  of  taxes  on  gross  sales,  shall  be  delivered  by  the  assessor  to  the 
collector  of  the  district,  who  shall  give  him  a  receipt  for  the  same, 
and  the  said  assessor  shall  file  his  receipt  with  the  chief  tax  collector 
of  the  State,  and  the  collector  of  the  district  holding  said  estimates, 
statements  or  bills,  shall  proceed  to  collect  the  same  from  the  tax- 
payer. The  money  thos  collected  shall  be  paid  to  the  chief  tax  col- 
lector of  the  State,  and  the  estimates,  statements  or  bills  aforesaid, 
shall  be  arranged  by  the  assessor,  and  general  lists  shall  be  made 
from  them  in  the  same  manner  and  for  the  same  purposes  dmignated 
by  section  thirteen  of  the  assessment  act. 

Sbc.  15.  That  every  person  who,  as  trustee,  guardian,  tutor,  curator, 
or  committee,  executor  or  administrator,  or  as  agent,  attorney  in  fact, 
or  factor  of  any  person  or  persons,  whether  residing  in  the  Confederate 
States  or  not,  and  every  receiver  in  chancery,  clerk,  register,  or  other 
officer  of  any  court,  shall  be  answerable  for  the  doing  of  all  such  acts, 
matters  and  things  as  shall  be  required  to  be  done  in  order  to  the 
assessment  of  the  money,  property,  products  and  income  under  their 
control  and  the  payment  of  taxes  thereon,  and  shall  be  indemnified 
against  all  cuid  every  person  for  all  payments  on  account  of  taxes 
herein  specified,  and  shall  be  responsible  for  all  taxes  due  from  the 
estates,  income,  money  or  property  in  their  possession  or  under  their 
control. 

Sec.  16.  The  income  and  moneys  of  hospitals,  asylums,  churches, 
schools  and  colleges  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  under  the  pro* 
visions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  17.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  make  all  rules  and  regulations  necessary  to  the  oper^ 
ations  of  this  act  and  not  inconsistent  herewith.' 

Sec.  18.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  for  two  years  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  present  year,  and  the  taxes  herein  imposed  for  the  present 
year  shall  be  levied  and  collected  each  year  thereafter  in  the  manner 
and  form  herein  prescribed,  and  for  the  said  time  of  two  years,  unless 
this  act  shall  be  sooner  repealed. 

Approved  February  17,  1864. 


State  op  Georgia,  Quartebmastbr-Genebal's  Office, 

AUania^  February  17^  2864. 

Honorable  Secretary  of  War, 

Richmond,  Vn.: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  my  returne*! 
communication  to  you  of  the  30th  ultimo.  I  respectfully  express  m}' 
thanks  for  the  promptness  with  which  my  communication  was  hon- 
ored. I  am  fearful,  however,  that  the  indorsement  of  Quartermaster- 
Grcneral  A.  R.  Lawton  will  not  remove  the  impediments  thrown  in 
the  way  of  my  agents  by  mihtary  commanders.  I  therefore  inclose 
you  this  indorsement,  and  beg  tiiatyou  will  furnish  me  such  an  order  as 
will  enable  me  to  secure  the  supplies  which  General  Lawton  expresses 
a  willingness  I  should  collect.    It  is  far  from  being  the  intention  of 
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this  department  to  come  into  competition  with  officers  of  the  Con- 
federate States.  Our  only  desire  is  to  relieve  the  necessities  of 
Georgia  troops  in  Confederate  service.  To  this  end  we  are  anxious 
to  secure  siippli^  in  Florida,  which,  if  not  collected  by  us,  may  be 
lost,  either  through  the  approach  of  the  enemy  or  the  forgetf ulness  of 
our  own  people.  If  the  onler  solicited  be  granted  it  will  assist  this 
department  materially  in  shoeing  and  clothing  those  troops  from 
Geoi^a  whose  wants  may  exceed  the  supplies  of  the  Confederate 
Quartermaster's  Department  during  the  coming  autumn  and  winter, 
should  the  neoeeslties  of  our  country  then  demand  their  preaenoe  on 
the  field. 

Pleading,  then,  the  necessities  of  our  suffering  troops  as  an  apol- 
ogy for  my  importunity,  and  trusting  to  your  usual  promptness, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yourobedientservant, 

IRA  R.  FOSTER, 
Quartemtaster-Qeneral  of  Georgia. 


Dear  Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  private  letter  of  the  4lh  instant 
informing  me  that  upon  reflection  you  doubt  the  propriety  of  pub- 
lishing in  full  my  letter  according  to  the  permission  given  in  answer 
to  your  request,  and  that  yon  propose  to  have  the  substance  of  it  pub- 
lished in  the  Fayetteville  Observer.* 

Tou  most  pardon  me  for  declining  to  have  iny  correspondence  thus 
changed  for  presentation  to  the  public.  You  can  use  your  own  dis- 
fretion  as  to  the  publication  of  my  letter  as  it  was  written  to  yon. 
Yonr  letter  of  the  4th  instant  was  ll^id  on  my  table  with  a  mass  of 
correspondence  and  escaped  my  attention,  which  fact  must  form  my 
apol<^  for  the  delay  in  Uiis  answer. 

I  remain,  very  truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 


Dear  Sir:  You  will  see  by  the  inclosed  letter  from  J.  M.  Seixasf 
the  result  of  my  efforts  to  get  back  the  cotton  loaned  the  Confederate 
Government  and  which  you  ordered  to  be  returned.  It  amounts  prac- 
tically to  a  refusal  of  payment  and  to  a  stoppage  of  my  shipments 
altogether,  as  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  get  a  train  to  bring  cotton 
from  Geo^a  or  anywhere  else.  If  the  Confederate  Government  is 
determined  to  impose  upon  the  owners  of  these  steamers  the  tax  of 
one-third  their  capacity  it  seems  unreasonable  to  deprive  them  of  the 
means  of  running  them  altogether.  That  I  have  been  always  anxious 
to  accommodate  the  General  Government  in  every  possible  way  I 
think  may  be  safely  asserted,  but  that  I  have  been  disinterested  in 
doing  so  my  reward  will  testify  beyond  a  doubt. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 


*See  Series  I,  Vol.  LI,  Part  II, for  correspondence  between  Davis  and  Vance. 
fNot  foond. 


RlCHUOND,  Va.,  February  17 y  1864. 


Governor  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Raleigh,  N.  C; 


JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Z.  B.  VANCE. 
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State  op  North  Cabouna,  Exbcutivb  Dbpabthbnt, 

Raleighj  February  18,  1864. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

If  the  State  of  North  Carolina  were  to  buy  a  third  of  the  steamers 
Don  and  Hansa,  would  they  be  released  from  the  existing  regulation 
in  regard  to  carrying  cotton  for  Confederacy?  They  are  already 
under  my  control  by  virtue  of  the  within  contract.*  What  permit  is 
now  required  for  shipping  cotton  under  the  recent  act  of  Congress? 
The  steamer  Advance  has  again  arrived. 
Bespectf nlly,  yours, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond^  Va.,  February  19^  1864. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding^  dbc.: 

General:  The  pressure  of  business  incident  to  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  engrossing  every  moment  of  my  time,  must  be  my 
excuse  for  not  having  sooner  replied  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  f 
I  am  happy  to  concur  with  you  entirely  in  thinking  it  advisable  to 
obtain  supplies  of  provisions  in  exchange  for  cotton  and  tobacco,  even 
if  portions  of  the  latter  are  received  by  the  enemy  in  such  transactions. 
Indeed,  I  had  anticipated  your  views  by  instructions  to  the  commis- 
saries to  pay  for  all  meat  brought  to  them  from  the  border  counties, 
whether  from  within  the  enemy's  lines  or  not,  at  the  option  of  the 
parties,  in  such  products.  Nor  in  my  anxiety  to  provide  for  the 
Army  have  I  hesitated  to  make  contracts,  some  of  them  of  large 
amount,  with  parties  believed  to  be  loyal  and  yet  capable  of  carrying 
them  out,  for  the  delivery  of  provisions  and  other  necessary  stores  to 
be  brought  from  within  the  enemy's  lines.  Some  provisions  have 
already  been  obtained  in  this  way,  and  strong  confidence  is  felt  that 
the  quantity  will  be  lai^ely  increased.  Full  confidence  is  felt  in  your 
own  discretion  with  regard  t-o  such  arrangements,  and  yon  are  author- 
ized to  make  them,  if  opportunity  offers,  within  your  command. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


No.  6A.]  No.  48  AvBNUB  Gabbibllb,  Paris, 

Febntary  19,  1864, 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond^  Va.: 
Sir:  My  last  dispatch  was  No.  5A,  of  12th  instant  (duplicate  of 
which  I  inclose).  I  have  also  the  honor  to  inclose  account  current 
with  your  Department  to  3l8t  of  December,  with  memorandum 
of  payments  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rhett;!  since  that  date,  by 
which  you  will  perceive  I  am  in  advance  beyond  warrants  on  hand 
jei08,629|=fr.  2,737,442.16,  besides  the  drafts  of  Maj.  R.  P.  Waller, 
of  which  I  advised  you  in  my  last.  Major  Huse  further  owes,  besides 
the  sums  I  have  advanced  him,  the  sum  of  £127,543  12s.  4d.    On  the 

•Omitted.  f  See  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIII,  p.  1180.         JNot  found. 
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Other  hand,  Mr.  W.  G.  Crenshaw  has  a  draft  on  me  for  £40,000,  and 
there  is  a  t>alance  still  unpaid  of  £36,000  on  a  warrant  for  £85,000 
held  by  Maj.  J .  B.  Ferguson. 

Inclosed  you  will  also  find  copy  of  a  letter  received  yesterday  from 
London  from  Major  Huse,  which  will  show  you  the  present  condition 
of  the  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.  accounts.  I  have  no  wnnmnnioatlons 
direct  from  Messrs.  Ball,  Quilter  A  Co.  All  these  developments  only 
increase  my  anxiety  to  hear  that  you  are  in  possoBsion  or  control  of 
the  £50,000  gold  in  the  Confederacy.  I  note  your  remarks  and  instroc- 
tions  relative  to  the  settlement  of  the  account  of  Isaac,  Campbell  A 
Co. ,  and  will  endeavor  to  arrange  it  as  may  seem  best,  with  due  regard 
to  jostice  and  the  credit  of  the  Government,  which  will  be  best  pre- 
served by  avoiding  any  unnecessary  6clat. 

With  regard  to  your  remarks  relative  to  Major  Huse,  I  am  hardly 
ready  at  this  moment  to  expressing  final  opinion,  but  I  deem  it  due  to 
him  to  say  that  although  he  has  made  some  very  serious  mistakes,  I 
think  there  is  no  good  reason  to  suspect  his  integrity,  and  that  he  has 
always  sought  what  seemed  the  best  interests  of  the  Government,  and 
has  with  all  his  mistakes  really  been  of  great  service  and  done  great 
good,  and  that  yon  should  take  into  consideration  the  immense 
labors  which  he  has  been  compelled  to  discharge  almost  singly,  and 
which  forced  him  to  place  great  confidence  in  some  leading  nonse, 
which  was  unfortunately,  as  you  surmise,  mnch  misplaced  In,  the  case 
of  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.,  but  I  can  see  no  reason  to  believe  there  has 
been  any  coUusion  with  them.  In  confirmation  of  the  above  views,  I 
inclose  you  letters  from  Hon.  John  Slidell  and  £mile  V.  Erlanger, 
which  you  will  perceive  do  not  agree  with  the  charges  of  extravagance 
against  him;  and  I  will  further  add  that  these  opinions  are,  I  believe, 
concurred  in  by  the  leading  houses  with  whom  he  has  dealt,  and  by  the 
accountants  examining  his  accounts. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  McRAE, 

Agent  of  tlie  Loan. 

[IndorasDwiit.] 

April  5,  1864. 

To  Colonel  Bayne  for  examination  and  return.  How  la  such  indebt- 
edness to  be  liquidated  ? 

J.  A.  S., 

Secretary. 

(iBOkmn  NoL  1.] 

No.  5A.]  48  Avenue  Gabbiblle,  Paris, 

February  12,  m^. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.: 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  dispatoh  of  the 
^h  of  December  inclosing  copy  of  the  one  of  the  26th  of  September. 
Of  tiie  contents  of  the  latter  I  had  been  fully  informed  before  I  wrote 
you  on  the  18th  of  December. 

I  am  aiso  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  Quartormastor-General, 
A.  R.  Lawton,  approved  by  you,  of  the  17th  of  December,  informing 
me  that  Maj.  R.  P.  Waller,  the  purchasing  officer  of  the  Quarter- 
master's Department  at  Nassau,  has  been  authorized  to  draw  on  me 
at  sixty  and  ninety  days'  sight  for  £20,000.  With  these  letters  came 
one  from  Major  Waller,  advising  that  he  had  drawn  for  £11,436  18s. 
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Id.,  and  that  he  would  soon  draw  for  the  balance.  Drafts  for  £6,648 
98.  7d.  have  already  appeared.  My  dispatches  to  you  of  the  27th  of 
November  and  18th  of  December,  Nos.  3  and  4  of  series  A,  havefoUy 
informed  you  that  there  is  no  money  in  my  hands  for  yon  or  any  other 
department  of  the  Government.  The  fact  is  that  the  loan  accotmt 
has  already  been  overdrawn  by  over  £200,000,  but  as  the  mrrants  in 
excess  are  in  the  hands  of  our  own  officers  or  people,  to  wit,  Major  Huse, 
Captain  Bulloch,  Major  Fei^uson,  and  Captain  Crenshaw,  our  credit 
does  not  suffer  except  as  it  is  injured  by  these  officers  not  being  able 
to  meet  their  engagements.  This,  however,  is  not  the  case  with  the 
drafts  of  Major  Waller,  which  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  third 
parties,  and  I  have  concluded  to  accept  them,  although  I  do  not 
see  clearly  where  I  am  to  get  the  money  to  meet  them.  I  inclose  a 
copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  to-day  written  to  Major  Waller,  which  I 
hope  will  meet  with  your  approval. 

I  note  what  you  say  about  the  account  of  Major  Huse  and  Messrs. 
S.  Isaac,  Campbell  A  Co.  On  the  22d  ultimo  Mr.  Bloodgood  and 
myself  wrote  you  on  that  subject.  To-day  we  are  informed  by  Major 
Huse  that  S.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.  have  presented  a  new  account,  but 
as  neither  of  us  have  seen  it,  and  Messrs.  Quilter,  Ball  &  Co.  have 
not  reported  on  It,  we  can  give  you  no  further  information,  and  judg- 
ing from  the  tenor  of  your  letter  I  do  not  suppose  you  care  to  he 
troubled  with  the  matter  until  we  are  prepared  to  make  a  final  report. 
It  is  quite  evident  that  the  house  expected  to  make  larger  profits  by 
their  connection  with  our  Government,  and  many  of  their  accounts 
will  not  stand  a  strict  scrutiny;  but  as  the  Government  seems  dis- 
posed to  connect  all  its  operations  for  procuring  supplies  with  private 
enterprise,  we  shall  gain  nothing  by  having  broken  with  that  firm. 
The  fable  of  the  fox  and  the  flies  is  as  true  now  as  it  was  in  days  of 
iEsop. 

If  some  such  policy  as  was  recommended  in  my  dispatch  of  the  7tb 
of  October  had  been  adopted  I  could  have  obtained  as  many  boats  us 
might  have  been  desired  to  run  on  Government  account  alone.  1  ; 
sha^l  write  you  more  fully  on  this  subject  by  the  Bermuda  mail,  which  | 
leaves  this  day  week. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

■   C.  J.  McRAE, 

Agenty  &c. 

[Sab-lncloMin.] 

48  Avenue  Gabrielle,  Paris,  j 
February  JJ?,  136^.  ' 

Maj.  Richard  P.  Waller,  C.  S.  Army, 

Nassau,  Netv  Providence: 
Sir  :  I  am  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  16th  ultimo,  advising  me  that 
you  had  been  authorized  by  the  Quartermaster-General,  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  draw  on  me  at  Paris  for  £10,000  at  sixty  \ 
days,  and  £10,000  at  ninety  days.    I  am  also  in  receipt  of  a  letter  i 
from  the  Quartermaster-Goneral,  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  ' 
informing  me  that  such  authority  had  been  given  to  you,  and  asking 
me  to  meet  your  drafts  from  any  funds  of  the  War  Department  at  niy 
command.    There  are  no  funds  of  the  War  Department  at  my  com- 
mand, and  I  regret  that  you  drew  the  drafts  without  consulting  me. 
When  the  Secretary  of  War  authorized  you  to  draw  on  me  I  suppose  ' 
he  was  under  the  impression  that  the  proceeds  of  all  cotton  shipped 
to  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  A  Co.  on  account  of  the  various  bureaus 


Digitized  by 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES. 


157 


of  his  Department  would  be  subject  to  my  control.  Owing,  however, 
to  the  want  of  proper  instructions  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  do 
act  feel  authorized  to  transfer  the  funds  of  the  Department  from  one 
bureau  to  another  on  my  order;  besides,  these  gentlemen  inform 
me  that  the  proceeds  of  all  cotton  received  by  them  on  account  of  the 
War  Department  are  always  anticipated  by  drafts  from  yourself  and 
the  other  purchasing  officers  at  Nassau  and  Bermuda. 

You  viU  thus  see.the  dilemma  in  which  I  am  placed  by  the  appear- 
ance of  your  drafts.  To  refuse  them  would  entirely  destroy  your  credit 
at  Nassau,  and  to  accept  them  without  knoving  where  the  money  is 
to  be  had  to  meet  them  would  have  quite  as  fatal  an  effect  here  and 
in  England,  where  our  credit  again  logins  to  look  up.  I  shall,  how- 
ever, toke  the  latter  risk,  and  accept  the  bills  you  have  already  drawn, 
provided  they  do  not  exceed  i;20,000;  but  you  must  not  on  any 
account  draw  again  unless  I  should  advise  you  that  I  am  in  funds, 
as  it  would  only  result  in  having  your  bills  dishonored.  When  the 
Secretary  of  War  gave  you  authority  to  draw  on  me  he  was  under  the 
entire  misapprehension  as  to  the  state  of  our  finances  in  Europe. 
Of  the  drafts  advised  of  in  your  letter  of  the  16th  of  January  the 
following  have  been  presented  and  will  be  accepted : 

ffixty  days  drafts  in  favor  of— 

A       t.  d. 

B.  Whitworth  &  Bro   400    0  0 

Jerney  &  Mueller   1,600    0  0 

Bowman,  Tettler  &  Co  .     1,600    0  0 

  8,600  0  0 

Ninety  days: 

W.  B.  Sterrett,  esq   1,088  10  0 

Jemey&MiielW   1,510  18  7 

B.  Hagedom,  eeq   476    0  0 

  8.048  0  7 

6,648  9  7 


Two  other  drafts  of  £250  e»ch,  dated  14th  of  January,  in  favor  of 
H.  W.  Goldning,  esq.,  and  Messis.  Servine,  Morris  &  Co.  (Nos.  265  and 
2t)9),  have  been  presented,  which  are  not  advised  of  in  your  letter; 
consequently  they  will  not  be  accepted  until  I  have  further  advice 
from  you.  In  all  instances  when  you  draw  on  me  advise  me  of  the 
same. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  McRAE, 

Agentt  &t\ 

[InoloaaraSo.  3.) 

3MOBOATK  Street,  E.  C,  London, 

February  17,  I864. 
Gentlemex:  Major  Huse  desires  me  to  say  that  the  new  accounts 
have  been  received  from  Messrs.  Isaac,  Campbell  &  Co.,  but  they 
appear  to  be  entirely  unsatisfactory.  While  some  corrections  have 
been  properly  made  the  accounts  are  deficient  in  many  respects;  the 
matter  of  commissions  is  sought  to  be  evaded  by  deducting  them. 

Major  Huse  has  handed  the  papei-s  to  Messra.  Quiiter,  Ball  &  Co.  to 
elicit  their  opinion  before  submitting  them  to  you.  They  will  throw 
some  important  light  on  the  accounts  as  originally  rendered. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

COLIN  McKINSIE. 
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[lBOliManXo.l.| 

Paris,  February  U,  1S6J^ 

Hon.  C.  J.  McRab: 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  cheerfully  comply  with  your  request  to  state  what 
I  know  of  Major  Huse  in  connection  with  certain  rumors  respecting 
his  mode  of  living,  &c.  I  have  seen  much  of  Major  Huse  since  I  have 
been  in  Europe,  and  everything  that  I  have  seen  has  impressed  me 
most  favorably  in  his  behalf.  He  lives  with  great  simplicity  and 
economy  in  the  suburbs  of  Paris,  occupying  a  house  belonging  to 
Messrs.  Erlanger  &  Co.,  for  which  I  have  always  understood  that  he 
pays  no  rent.  He  has  always  seemed  to  me  to  be  animated  by  an 
anxious  desire  to  perform  most  scrupulously  and  consistently  the 
duties  intrusted  to  him. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  SLIDELL. 

[ItiolMiiraKs.  4.] 

Paris,  Fetmmry  IS,  I864. 

C.  J.  McRae,  Esq., 

4^  Avenue  OahrieUe,  Paris: 
Dear  Sir:  In  the  correspondence  published  in  the  New  York 
Herald,  and  attributed  to  Mr.  Charles  Lamar,  I  read  that  Major  Huse 
is  said  * '  to  have  received  from  his  English  friends  a  country  house  at 
Auteuil,  near  Paris,  where  he  lives  in  great  style."  Now,  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  inform  you  that  the  country  house  where  Major  Huse 
lives  is  mine;  that  I  am  the  owner  of  several  country  houses  in  Auteuil 
which  I  do  not  like  to  let,  and  that  I  have  offered  Major  Huse 
and  Colonel  Bulloch  the  use  of  one  of  these  houses,  which  is  fur- 
nished, during  their  stay  in  Paris  and  as  long  as  I  should  not  want 
the  house  myself.  I  am  not  called  to  express  any  opinion  on  the 
character  of  Major  Huse,  but  I  will  say  so  much  that,  when  in  our 
early  negotiations  about  the  loan  we  desired  Major  Huse  to  take  out 
the  proposition  for  the  Confederate  States  (which  he  was  willing  to 
do),  and  offered  him  for  the  danger  he  would  be  exposed  to  by  running 
the  blockade  a  compensation,  he  declined  it,  saying  that  in  his 
capacity  as  a  Confederate  officer  he  thought  he  had  no  right  to 
accept  it. 

A  man's  character  is  easily  stained  by  false  assertions,  and  I  think 
it  a  duty  to  est-ablish  truth  whenever  to  my  knowledge  false  state- 
ments have  been  made. 

Believe  me,  dear  sir,  very  truly,  yours, 

EMILE  V.  ERLANGER. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Bichmondj  February  20y  I864. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding,  Ac: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  16th  [15th]  instant,*  mentioning  the  measures  you  deem  it 
expedient  to  adopt  for  the  return  of  men  who  may  be  unnecessarily 
absent  from  your  army.  I  should  be  gratified  to  have  such  examin- 
ation made  as  you  suggest,  to  determine  how  far  detailed  or  disabled 

*  See  Series  I.  Vol.  ZXXIU.  p.  1178. 
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men  may  be  returned.  The  commission  named  by  you  will  receive 
the  sanction  of  the  Department,  and  its  authority  will  be  given  to 
the  measures  you  propose.  The  Adjutant-General  will  be  directed  to 
issae  the  proper  orders. 

Your  sD^estion,  made  by  letter  of  the  siune  date,  to  break  up  cer- 
tain of  the  smaller  hospitals  in  Virginia  has  been  referred  to  the 
Sargeon-General  for  consideration  and  report.  I  am  inclined  to 
ihink,  from  my  personal  knowledge,  that  the  hospital  at  Hugaenot 
Springs,  from  its  vicinity  to  Riphmond  and  the  advantages  it  affords, 
had  best  be  continued.  In  respect  to  the  others,  my  impression 
inclines  to  concur  with  you. 
Very  respectfully, 


OsNERAL  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gbneral*8  Officb, 


The  following  act  of  Congress  is  published  for  the  information  of 
the  Army; 

Alf  ACT  to  redace  Uw  onmncy  and  to  Kntboriie  a  mw  Imm  of  natM  ud  baud*. 

Skction  1.  TheCongreMof  the  Confederate  State*  of  America  do  enact,  Thatthe 
holders  of  all  Treasnry  notes  above  the  denomination  of  five  dollars,  not  bearing 
interest,  shall  be  allowed  until  the  first  day  of  April,  1864,  east  of  the  Miasiaeip]^ 
RiTer,  and  tintil  the  1st  da^  of  July,  1864,  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  to  fond 
the  same,  and  nntil  the  periods  and  at  the  places  stated  the  holders  of  all  sach 
TresBury  notes  shall  be  allowed  to  fund  the  same  in  regtstered  bonds  payable 
twenty  years  after  their  date,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  per 
aimnm,  p^ble  on  the  let  day  of  January  and  July  of  each  year. 

Sbc.  3.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  is  hereby  anthorixed  to  issue  the  bonds 
required  for  the  funmng  provided  for  in  the  preceding  section ;  and  nntil  the 
bonds  can  be  prepared,  he  may  issne  certificates  to  answer  the  purpose.  Such 
bosds  and  certificates  shall  be  receivable,  without  interest,  in  payment  of  all 
Qovemment  dues  payable  in  the  year  1864,  except  export  and  import  duties. 

Sbc.  3.  That  all  Treasnry  notes  of  the  denomination  of  one  hundred  dollars  not 
bearing  interest,  which  shall  not  be  presented  for  funding  under  the  provisions 
<rf  the  first  section  of  this  act,  shall,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April,  1864, 
east  at  the  Bfississippi  River,  and  the  first  day  of  July,  1864,  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi RiTer,  cease  to  be  receivable  in  the  jiayment  of  public  dnes.  and  said  notes, 
if  not  so  presented  at  that  time,  shall,  in  addition  to  the  tax  of  thirty-three  and 
mie-third  cents  imposed  in  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  be  subject  to  a  tax  of  ten 
per  cent,  per  month  until  so  presented ;  which  taxes  shall  attach  to  said  notes 
wherever  circulated,  and  shall  he  deducted  from  the  face  of  said  notes  whenever 
presented  for  payment  or  for  funding,  and  said  notes  shall  not  be  exchangeable 
for  the  new  issue  of  Treasnry  notes  provided  for  in  this  act. 

Skc.  4.  That  on  all  said  Treasury  notes  not  funded  or  used  in  payment  of  taxes 
at  the  dates  and  places  prescribed  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  there  shall  be 
leWed  at  said  dates  and  places  a  tax  of  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  for  every 
lollar  promised  on  the  face  of  said  notes.  Said  tax  shall  attach  to  said  notes 
whererer  circulated,  and  shall  be  collected  by  deducting  the  same  at  the  Treas- 
ury, its  depositories,  and  by  t^ie  tax  collectors,  and  by  all  Government  ofBcere 
recdvimgthe  same,  whenever  presented  for  payment  or  for  funding,  or  in  pay- 
inent  ot  Government  dues,  or  for  postage,  or  m  exchange  for  new  notes  as  here- 
inafter provided,  and  said  Treasury  not^  shall  be  fundable  in  bonds,  as  provided 
in  the  fint  section  of  this  act,  until  the  1st  day  of  January,  1865,  at  the  rato  of 
rixty-eix  and  two-thirds  cents  on  the  dollar,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tuy  of  the  Treasury,  at  any  tim^  between  the  Ist  of  April,  east,  and  the  Ist  of 
July,  1864,  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  the  Ist  of  January,  1865,  to  substi- 
tute and  exchange  new  Treasury  notes  for  the  same,  at  the  rate  of  sixty-six  and 
two-thirds  cents  on  the  dollar :  Provided,  That  notes  of  the  denomination  of  one 
hnndied  doUars  stuUl  not  be  entitled  to  the  privily  of  said  exchange :  Provided 


JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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further.  That  the  right  to  fund  any  of  said  Treasury  notes  after  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1865,  is  hereby  taken  awapr:  ilnd  provided  further.  That  upon  all  each 
Treasury  notes  which  may  remain  outstanding  on  tne  first  day  of  January,  1865, 
and  which  may  not  be  eTChanged  for  new  Treasuiy  notes,  as  herein  pravued*  a 
tax  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  is  hereby  imposed. 

Sec.  6.  That  after  the  first  day  of  April  next  all  authoritr  heretofore  giren  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue  Treasury  notes  shall  be,  and  [the  same]  is 
hereby,  revoked :  Provided,  The  Secretary  of  tne  Treasury  may,  after  that  time, 
issne  new  Treasury  notes,  in  such  form  as  he  may  prescribe,  payable  two  years 
after  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  United  States,  said  new  issues  to 
be  receivable  in  payment  of  all  public  dues  except  export  and  import  duties,  and  to 
be  issued  in  exchange  for  old  notes  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  of  the  new  for  three 
dollars  of  the  old  issues,  whether  said  old  notes  be  surrendered  for  exchange  b^ 
the  holders  thereof  or  be  received  into  the  Treasury  under  the  provisions  ot  this 
act ;  and  the  holders  of  the  new  notes  or  of  the  old  notes,  except  those  of  the 
denomination  of  one  hundred  dollars  after  they  are  reduced  to  sixty-six  and  two- 
thirds  cents  on  the  dollar  by  the  tax  aforesaid,  may  convert  the  same  into  call 
certificates,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  payable 
two  years  after  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  uie  United  SUites,  tuUess 
sooner  converted  into  new  notes. 

Sec.  6.  That  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Government  not  otherwise  provided  for. 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  autiiorized  to  issue  six  per  cent,  bonds,  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  five  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  the  principal  and 
interest  whereof  shall  be  free  from  taxation ;  and  for  the  payment  of  the  interest 
thereon  the  entire  net  receipts  of  any  export  duty  hereafter  laid  on  the  v^ne  of 
all  cotton,  tobacco,  and  naval  stores,  wnich  shall  be  exported  from  the  Confed- 
erate States,  and  the  net  proceeds  of  the  import  duties  now  laid,  or  so  mach 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  annually  the  interest,  are  hereby  specially 
pledged ;  Promded,  That  the  duties  now  laid  upcm  imports  and  here^  pledgM 
shall  hereafter  be  paid  in  i^>ecie,  or  in  sterling  excluuige,  or  in  Uie  coupons  of 
said  bonds. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  from  time  to 
time,  as  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  may  require  it,  to  sell  or  hypothecate  for 
Treasury  notes  said  bonds  or  any  part  thereof,  upon  the  best  terms  ne  can,  so  as 
to  meet  appropriations  by  Congress  and  at  the  same  time  reduce  and  restrict 
the  amount  of  the  circmation  in  Treasury  notes  within  reascmable  and  safe 
limits. 

Sec.  8.  The  bonds  authorized  by  the  sixth  section  of  this  act  may  be  eittier  rw- 
istered  or  coupon  bonds,  as  the  parties  taking  them  may  elect,  and  they  maybe 
exchanged  for  each  other  under  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury may  prescribe.  They  shall  be  for  one  hundred  dollars,  or  some  multiple  of 
one  hundred  dollars,  and  shall,  together  with  the  coupons  thereto  attached,  be  in 
such  form  and  of  such  authentication  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  pre- 
scribe. The  interest  shall  be  payable  half  yearly,  on  the  first  of  January  and 
July  in  each  year— the  principal  ^aU  be  payable  not  less  than  thirty  years  fhan 
their  date. 

Sec.  9.  All  call  certificates  duUl  be  ftmdable  and  shall  be  taxed  in  all  respects, 
as  is  provided  for  the  Treasury  notes,  into  which  they  are  convertible,  u  not 
converted  before  the  time  fixed  for  taxing  the  Treasury  notes  such  certificates 
shall  from  that  time  bear  interest  upon  only  sixty-six  and  two-thirds  cents  for 
every  dollar  promised  upon  their  face  and  shul  be  redeemable  tmly  in  new  Treas- 
ury notes  at  that  rate,  but  after  the  passage  of  this  act  no  call  certificates  shaU 
be  issued  until  after  the  first  day  of  April,  1864. 

Sec.  10.  That  if  any  bank  of  deposit  shall  give  its  depositors  the  bonds  author- 
ized by  the  1st  section  of  this  act  in  exchange  for  their  deporats  and  specify  the 
same  on  the  bonds  by  some  distinctive  mark  or  token,  to  be  agreed  upon  vriththe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  then  the  said  depositor  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the 
amount  of  said  bonds  in  Treasury  notes  bearing  no  interest  and  outBtanding  at 
the  passage  of  this  act:  Provided.  The  said  boncU  are  presented  before  the  privi- 
lege of  funding  said  notes  at  par  shall  cease,  as  herein  prescribed. 

Sec.  1 1.  That  all  Treasury  notes  heretofore  issued  oi  the  den<nnination  of  five 
dollars  shall  continue  to  be  recavable  in  payment  of  public  dues,  as  provided  by 
law,  and  fundable  at  par  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  until  the  1st  day  of 
July,  1864,  east,  and  until  the  1st  day  of  October,  1864,  west  of  tJie  Misdssipp 
River,  but  after  that  time  they  shall  be  subject  to  a  tax  of  thirty-three  and  one- 
third  cents  on  every  dollar  promised  on  the  face  thereof,  said  tax  to  ettach  to  said 
notes  wherever  circulated,  and  said  notes  to  be  fundable  and  exchaiu»able  tea 
new  Treasury  notes,  as  herein  provided,  subject  to  the  deduction  of  sam  tax. 
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Ska  13.  ^niftt  ainr  State  holding  Treasory  notes,  Tecrived  before  tiie  timee 
herein  fixed  for  taxing  said  notes,  shall  be  allowed  until  the  1st  day  of  Janoarr, 
1S65,  to  fand  the  same  in  six  per  cent,  bonds  of  the  Confederate  States,  pajable 
twenty  years  after  date,  and  the  interest  payable  semi-annnally.  Bnt  all  Treas- 
tuj  notes  received  by  any  State  after  the  time  fixed  for  taxing  the  same,  as  afore- 
said, ah^  be  held  to  have  been  received  diminished  by  the  amount  of  said  tax. 
The  discrimination  between  the  notes  subject  to  the  tax  and  those  not  so  subject 
dun  be  left  to  the  good  faith  of  each  State  and  the  certificate  of  the  Governor 
thereof  shall  in  eacn  case  be  oonclufflve. 

Sec.  18.  That  Treasury  notes  heretofore  issued,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of 
seven  doUars  and  thirty  cents  on  the  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  shall  no  longer 
be  received  in  payment  of  public  dues,  but  shall  be  deemed  and  considered  bonds 
of  the  Confederate  States,  payable  two  years  after  a  ratification  of  a  treaty  of 
peace  with  the  United  States,  bearing  the  rate  of  interest  specified  on  their  face, 
payable  on  the  first  day  of  January  in  each  and  every  year. 

Sic.  14.  That  the  Secretary  ot  the  TrMBuy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised, 
in  case  the  ezigencieB  of  the  Oovermnent  Bhovud  require  it,  to  pay  the  demand  of 
aiur  jmblio  creditor  whose  debt  may  be  contracted  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
wiUng  to  reodve  the  same  in  a  certificate  of  indebtedness  to  be  issued  by  said 
Secretary,  in  such  form  as  he  may  deem  proper,  payable  two  years  after  a  rati- 
5catioB  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  United  States,  bearing  interest  at  the 
tateof  six  percent,  per  annum,  payable  semi-annu^y  and  transferable  only  by 
special  indorsement  under  r^iUations  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretai^  of  the 
Treasury,  and  said  certiflcate  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  principal  and 
interest. 

Sec.  15.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  increase  the  number  of 
depodtoriee  so  as  to  meet  the  requirements  of  this  act,  and  with  that  view  to 
employ  such  of  the  banks  of  the  several  States  as  he  may  deem  expedient. 

Ssc.  16.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasuty  shall  forthwith  advertise  this  actinsnch 
newspapers  published  in  the  several  States  and  Jby  such  other  means  as  shall 
secure  immeoiate  publicity,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  shall  each  cause  it  to  be  published  in  general  orders  for  the  information  of 
the  Aimy  and  Kavy. 

Sec.  17.  The  forty-second  section  of  the  act  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
taxes,  approved  May  1st,  1868,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  18.  The  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  upon 
tiie  application  of  the  holder  of  any  call  certificate— which  by  the  first  section  of 
the  act ' '  to  provide  for  t^e  funding  and  further  issue  of  Treasury  notes approved 
March  33d,  1863,  was  required  to  be  "  thereafter  deemed  to  be  a  bond"— to  issue  to 
such  holder  a  bond  therefor  upon  the  terms  provided  by  said  act. 

Approved  February  17, 1864. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
A(^juianl  and  Inspector  Oeneral. 


Statk  of  South  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

Oolwnbiay  February  20^  IS64. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Snt:  The  Hon.  A.  P.  Aldrich,  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  chief  of  my  staff,  comes  to  you  possessed  of  my  views,  and 
fully  authorized  to  represent  me  in  reference  to  the  interest  of  the 
State  iu  the  Bee  ships.  After  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5th 
instant,  in  which  you  say  "that  any  vessel  engaged  by  tho  State  and 
carrying  out  for  it  the  amount  of  cotton  required  by  otiicrs  to  be 
carried  out  for  the  Department  would  not  be  interfered  with  or 
restrained,"  I  am  surprised  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  should  be 
allowed  to  take  the  State's  interest  in  the  Alice,  and  that  he  now  claims 
the  one-third  in  the  Fannie,  just  arrived.  I  am  informed,  moreover, 
that  the  States  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  have  similar  interests 
which  are  not  interfered  with.    There  may  be  some  misapprehension 
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on  this  point,  and  I  trust  it  is  not  correct  that  such  distinction  is 
made.  This  is  a  matter  of  such  interest  to  the  people  of  the  State, 
and  heretofore  in  the  Held,  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  send  in  a  special 
representative  to  confer  with  you  upon  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  BONHAM. 


Whereas,  in  view  of  the  pressing  importance  of  making  extraordi- 
nary etforts  to  produce  as  large  crops  as  possible  the  present  year;  and 
whereas,  the  recent  requisition  by  the  Confederate  authorities  for  slave 
lalmr  to  work  on  fortifications  will,  if  carried  out,  interfere  seriously 
with  the  farming  productions  of  the  State:  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved  by  the  General  Asserr^ly^  That  the  Governor  of  this  State 
be  respectfully  requested  to  confer  writh  the  authorities  of  the  Con- 
federate Stat^  and  un^e  u^on  them  the  necessity,  in  the  present 
emei^ncy,  of  releasing  the  slaves  from  said  requisition,  if  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Confederate  authorities  this  release  may  be  granted 
consistently  with  the  necessities  of  the  military  situation. 

A  copy  frem  the  1*0113. 

Teste. 

WM.  F.  GORDON,  Jr., 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates  and  Keeper  of  RecortJs. 

[ItulOTvameat.] 

February  20,  IHtH. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Smith: 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  feel  constrained  not  to  defer  to  the  expres- 
sion of  desire  on  the  part  of  the  General  Assembly  to  which  such 
deference  is  justly  due.  But  the  importance  of  completing  the  works 
for  the  defense  of  the  Capital  of  the  State  and  the  Confederacy  is 
great,  and  events  of  constant  occurrence  demonstrate  that  rather  on 
the  completeness  and  sufficiency  of  such  defenses  than  on  the  number 
of  troops  which  the  exigencies  of  the  servioe  will  allow  to  be  retained 
here,  must  the  safety  of  the  city  depend.  The  present,  too,  is  believed 
to  be  the  season  of  the  year  when  most  conveniently  and  with  least 
sacrifice  to  the  planting  int4;rests  can  slaves  be  spared.  At  this  time 
the  important  work  is  that  merely  of  preparation,  of  plowing  and 
repairing  fences  and  the  like,  which  require  few  hands.  Later,  when 
the  planting  season  commences,  the  laboring  slaves  are  much  more 
needed,  and  it  has  been  the  effort  and  desire  of  the  Department  so  to 
arrange  its  calls  as  to  liberate  most  oral!  the  laborei-s  by  that  more 
important  season.  In  view  of  the  whole  case,  it  is  hoped  that  t^e 
opinion  of  the  Department  to  persist  in  the  call  will  not  be  deemed 
either  unreasonable  or  productive  of  just  complaint. 

J.  A.  SEDDON. 

Secretary  of  War. 


[February  20,  1804. — For  correspondence  between  Polk  and 
W atts,  in  relation  to  Alal>ama  troops  to  support  the  Confederate 
forces,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXII,  Part  II,  pp.  782,  783.] 


[February  21,  1804. — For  Beauregard  to  Cooper,  with  reference  to 
recruiting  and  conscription,  and  inclosing  correspondence  and  orders 
relating  thereto,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXV,  Part  I,  pp.  G23-632.] 
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General.  Orders,  }       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  22.  J  Richmond,  February  2S,  I864. 

I.  Clause  3,  paragraph  II,  Gr^nerat  Orders,  Ko.  75, 1863,  is  amended 
by  adding  after  the  words  "as  clerks"  the  words  "  or  detailed  men." 

II.  Clause  3,  naragraph  II,  General  Orders,  No.  7,  ciirrent  series, 
is  amended  as  fulows:  Persons  liable  to  military  service  may  volun- 
teer in  or  be  assigned  to  any  company  of  artillery  In  service  on  the 
16th  of  April,  1862,  having  less  than  eighty-four  men  upon  the  rolls. 

m.  Nod -commissioned  oflBcers,  musicians,  and  privates  detached 
from  their  commands,  by  furlough  or  detail,  for  a  longer  period  than 
thirty  days,  will  be  furnished  by  company  commanders  with  but  one 
descriptive  list,  upon  which  the  soldier's  account  with  the  Govern- 
ment (pay,  clothing,  and  commutation  for  furlough,  under  the  act  of 
Congress,  February  7,  1863)  will  be  stated.  Soldiers  in  hospitals, 
DOt  famished  with  descriptive  lists  by  company  commanders  when 
forlooghed,  will  have  such  lists  provided  by  the  surgeon  in  charge. 

Payments  made  will  be  indorsed  on  the  doscriptivo  lists,  which  will 
be  returned  to  the  soldier,  and  transportation  ftirnished  in  kind  under 
the  act  cited  will  be  indorsed  on  the  descriptive  list  and  also  on  the 
furlough. 

When  the  soldier  rejoins  liis  command  the  descriptive  list  will  be 
returned  to  the  company  commander,  who  will,  after  recording  the 
payments  made,  destroy  it. 

Quartermasters  are  prohibited  from  paying  soldiers  absent,  as  set 
forth  in  this  order,  from  their  commands,  except  in  the  manner  herein 
ordered. 

IV.  Persons  not  liable  to  conscription  who  may  wish  to  volunteer 
may  be  enrolled  as  volunteers,  and  receive  transportation  to  the  com- 
pany they  select.  The  enrollment  will  be  communicated  by  the  enroll- 
ing officer  in  each  instance  to  the  company  commander. 

V.  Soldiers  who  famish  an  able-bodied  recruit,  who  is  mustered 
into  service  under  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  paragraph,  are 
entitled,  when  on  furlough,  to  transportation  home  and  back. 

VI.  The  provisions  of  paragraph  V,  Gener^  Orders,  No.  31,  1863, 
are  held  to  apply  to  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  entitled 
to  furlough  under  act  of  Congress  approved  February  7,  1863. 
Re-olected  officers  are  not  allowed  transportation,  or  commutation  in 
lieu  thereof,  under  any  of  the  acts  providing  furloughs,  bounty,  and 
transportation  to  persons  re-enlisted  or  mustered  into  the  service. 

In  each  case  the  commutation  allowed  in  lieu  of  furlough  will  be 
paid  by  the  quartermaster  of  the  command  to  which  the  soldier 
beloT^,  and  by  no  other  quartermaster. 

VIL  Chaplains  may  receive  the  rations  in  kind  allowed  them  by 
law,  or  commute  them  at  the  Government  price. 

vni.  The  following  is  published  for  the  information  of  the  Army: 

AN  ACr  to  provide  for  retiring  ofHcere  of  the  Amy, 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  the  Presi- 
dent be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  upon  the  recommendation  of  any  genei^ 
commanding  a  d^nrtment  or  an  army,  to  discharge  from  service  any  officer  of 
the  Confederate  States  Army,  or  of  the  ProvisioniEd  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States,  who  has  no  command  and  cannot  be  assigned  to  any  appropriate  duty,  or 
who  is  inootnpetent  or  hiefflcient,  or  who  may  be  absent  mmi  his  command  or 
duty  wifhcrat  leave :  Provided^  That  any  officer  who  may  be  discharged  for  incom- 
petency, inefficiency,  or  absence  fnmi  his  command  or  doty  without  leave,  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  tnal  b^ore  an  examining  board,  under  existing  laws,  if  he 
demands  it  of  the  commanding  general  within  thirty  days :  Provided  further. 
That  it  shall  not  extend  to  any  officer  who  is  absent  on  accoant  of  his  captivity. 

Approved  February  17, 1864. 
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IX.  All  officers,  whether  of  Regular  or  Provisional  Army,  absent 
from  their  commands  and  not  on  duty,  as  well  as  those  who  are  with- 
out assignment  to  duty  by  competent  authority,  will  report  their 
address  by  letter  to  this  office,  stating  the  circumstances  of  their 
absence  from  duty;  and  if  unassigned,  when  and  where  last  on  duty. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER,  • 
AdjiUant  and  Inspector  Oenertd. 


CONFEDBRATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WaR  DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  Ka.,  February  j83,  2SH4. 

His  Excellency  J.  E.  Brown, 

Governor  of  Georgia,  Millethjeville,  Ga.: 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  has  been  received.  The  impor- 
tant business  that  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Department 
during  the  present  month,  in  connection  with  Congress,  has  prevented 
me  from  affording  a  reply  to  it  before  this  time.  The  reply  shall  be 
made  without  any  reference  to  the  acrimonious  language  you  have 
thought  proper  to  address  to  the  Department. 

The  severe  losses  sustained  in  different  portions  of  the  Confederaey 
during  the  campaign  of  the  last  spring,  from  the  cavalry  raids  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  critical  condition  of  our  affairs  in  Mississippi  and 
Tennessee,  impressed  me  with  the  conviction  that  a  thorongb  organi- 
zation of  the  reserve  forces  of  every  State  had  become  necessai^  to 
avert  similar  disasters. 

On  the  6th  of  Jnne  last  I  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Execu- 
tive of  each  of  the  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  inviting  their 
co-ox>eration  in  the  attainment  of  this  desirable  object.  The  plan  of 
organization  proposed  was  described  in  that  letter;  also,  in  a  letter  of 
the  10th  of  June,  and  in  the  published  orders  of  the  Department  of 
the  22d  of  June  ultimo. 

The  plan  was  to  organize  all  the  population  not  liable  to  militJiry 
service  under  the  acts  of  Congress,  usually  designated  as  conscription 
acts,  in  companies  and  regiments  under  the  acts  of  Congress  to  pro- 
vide for  the  local  defense.  The  companies  thus  formed  were  not  to 
be  called  into  >^ervice  unless  they  were  actually  needed ;  were  to  serve 
only  while  the  emergency  lasted,  and  were  then  to  be  dismissed  to 
their  homes.  To  secure  these  organizations  a  requisition  was  made 
for  a  quota  of  militia  from  each  of  the  States,  bat  with  the  declaration 
that  these  militia  troops  were  not  preferred,  and  that  the  call  for 
militia  would  be  fully  answered  if  companies  for  the  local  defense 
were  organized.    In  my  telegram  to  you  of  the  12th  of  June  I  say: 

OrganizationE  under  the  law  of  the  Provisional  ConKress  are  preferred  mainly 
becaase  of  their  longer  term  of  duration  and  greater  adaptation  for  ready  call,  or 
temporary  service,  and  then  for  dismission  to  their  ordinary  parsnite.  The 
militia  called  ont  for  even  a  limited  time  would  be  continuously  in  tiie  field. 
Besides  militia  corps,  if  th^  could  be  called  ont  so  temporarily,  might  be  con- 
sidered  by  the  enemy  as  State  troops,  not,  in  their  constmccion,  entitled  to 
exchange.  If,  however,  the  organizationB  are  not  formed  in  adequate  nnmbersr 
militia,  on  the  plan  proposed  by  yon  or  in  the  usual  way,  will  be  accepted. 

On  June  16  I  informed  you  that  the  privilege  of  oi^anizing  com- 
panies for  local  defense,  and  of  tendering  them  to  the  President  for 
acceptance,  is  allowed  to  the  people  by  the  act  of  Congress.  I  am  not 
authorized  to  restrict  or  deny  it.  If  you  will  undertake  to  direct 
such  organizations,  and  can  thus  obtain  the  whole  number  reqaired 


Digitized  by 


165 


in  G«orgia  for  the  purpose  explained,  I  will  thankfully  accept  your 
aid,  and  from  this  time  leave  the  matter  in  your  hands  for  execution. 

The  anthoril^y  thus  confided  was  confided  at  your  request,  and  the 
organizations  completed  in  Georgia  have  been  made  under  your  super- 
intendence. That  the  expectations  of  the  Department  were  not  fully 
answered  as  to  the  chwactor  of  the  or^nization  to  be  formed  is  quite 
apparent,  and  the  returns  of  the  muster-rolls  for  Geoi^ia  have  been 
so  tardy  that  the  Department  has  been  left  in  ignorance  for  much  of 
the  time  as  to  the  nature  and  strength  of  the  organizations  actually 
made. 

For  a  portion  of  the  time  you  have  claimed  that  these  organ izations 
were  militia  organizations,  and  were  to  be  commanded  by  State 
officers. 

The  Department  has  accepted,  with  thankfulness,  the  co-operation 
you  proffered,  and  tliat  it  has  not  realized  from  it  its  entire  expecta- 
tions or  hopes  has  been  rather  a  matter  of  regret  than  for  censure  or 
complaint.  That  an  organization  of  the  whole  militar>'  strength  of 
Georgia  had  become  necessary  for  the  defense  of  the  State,  the  events 
that  have  occurred  since  June  last  sufficiently  attest.  The  fall  of 
Vicksbui^  and  Port  Hudson;  the  defeat  sustaine*!  by  our  troops  at 
Jackson  and  Gettysburg;  the  evacuation  of  Tennessee  by  Generals 
Bragg  and  Buckner;  the  accumulation  of  force  by  the  enemy  on  the 
coast  of  South  Carolina  and  Greorgia,  and  the  concentration  of  the 
army  of  General  Grant  at  Chattanooga,  have  all  contributed  to  menace 
Geoi^ia  with  an  invasion  of  a  very  formidable  character.  The  inva- 
sion actually  took  place;  and  but  for  the  advantage  obtained  by  our 
troops  at  Chickamauga  the  most  fatal  consequences  may  have  ensued. 
Nor  has  the  Department  at  any  time  felt  that  degree  of  security  in 
respect  to  the  sea-coast  of  Georgia  that  authorized  any  diminution  of 
the  force  collected  for  the  defense  of  Savannah.  The  situation  on  the 
frontier  of  Georgia  for  the  last  six  months  has  all  the  time  been  so 
critical  that  a  judicious  administration  did  not  justify  the  disbanding 
of  any  troops  under  the  control  of  the  Department. 

I  have  no  disposition  to  depreciate  the  importance  of  a  full  supply 
of  provisions  for  the  Army  and  people.  No  one  can  be  more  pro- 
foundly impressed  with  the  existence  of  the  necessity  than  myself. 
The  duty  imposed  upon  the  Department  of  reconciling  the  claims  of 
the  different  branches  of  service  for  support  is  among  the  most  diflR- 
cult  and  delicate  that  it  has  to  perform.  That  undue  preference  has 
not  been  given  to  the  Army  is  evinced  by  the  fact  that  the  disasters  it 
has  sustained  have  been  owing  principally  to  the  deficiency  of  its 
numbers.  In  consequence  of  the  inability  of  this  Government  to 
maintain  the  numbers  of  the  Army  to  that  stendard  that  would  enable 
it  to  compete  with  that  of  the  enemy  we  must  ascribe  tlio  lamentable 
condition  of  many  parts  of  the  Confederacy  at  this  time  which  are  in 
his  occupation.  Congress,  in  view  of  this  fact,  have  been  continually 
employed  in  Increasing  the  draft  from  those  employed  in  industrial 
pursuits  to  fill  the  diminished  ranks  of  the  Army.  The  Department 
may  regret  the  necessity  for  this,  but  unless  the  cause  of  the  Con- 
federacy is  to  be  abandoned  it  can  see  no  other  course  for  it  to  pursue 
than  to  execute  the  laws  passed  by  Congress  in  the  spirit  with  which 
they  have  been  made.  A  cordial  acquiescence  and  support  of  that 
legislation  is  called  for  by  every  motive  of  patriotism,  every  senti- 
ment of  loyalty,  and  every  consideration  of  public  honor  and  private 
interest. 


Very  respectfully,  yours, 


JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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State  of  South  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

Cohimbusy  February  J8IS,  1864. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War^  JRichmondy  Va.: 
Sib:  Allow  me  to  xLTge  upon  your  consideration  the  policy  and  jus- 
tice of  placing  conscripts  in  the  oldest  and  veteran  regiments,  so  far 
as  South  Carolina  is  concerned.  Whilst  I  would  not  desire  to  make 
distinctions  among  those  which  first  entered  the  field,  I  would  men- 
tion Kershaw's  and  Jenkins'  brigades  especially  as  being  entitled  to 
a  share — perhaps  the  largest  share.  Under  your  predecessor  a  regi- 
ment of  mounted  men  in  this  State,  now  commanded  by  Colonel 
Aiken,  was  allowed  to  be  organized  almost  entirely  of  conscripts, 
which  the  law  contemplated  should  have  gone  into  the  old  regiments. 
When  the  call  was  made  up  to  forty  the  conscripts  were  allowed  to 
remain  here  and  join  regiments  which  had  not  been  in  active  service 
already,  whereby  the  ranks  of  some  have  been  swollen  to  more  than 
the  maximum,  and  even  so  far  as  to  form  new  additional  companies. 
This  is  unjust  to  the  old  regiments  which  have  been  thinned  by  bat- 
tle and  disease,  and  may  ultimately  be  subjected  to  consolidation, 
whilst  those  seeing  but  little  service  have  been  enabled  to  keep  full 
ranks. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

M.  L.  BONHAM. 


Tallahassee,  Fla.,  February  iSf,  ISG4. 

Maj.  Thomas  L.  Bayne, 

Ordnance  Bureau,  Riclimondj  Va.: 

Major:  Nothing  has  occurred  since  my  last  telegram  to  affect  or 
remove  the  entire  interruption  of  all  operations  connected  with  my 
special  service  in  Florida,  which  was  caused  by  the  unexpected 
advance  of  the  enemy  from  Jacksonville.  Since  their  verj' decided 
repulse  at  Olustee  they  have  fallen  back  beyond  Baldwin,  and  it  is 
conjectured  that  they  are  awaiting  re-enforcements,  as  it  is  reported- 
how  authentically  I  am  not  aware — that  all  their  transports  have 
sailed  for  Hilton  Head.  As  you  will  readily  conjecture,  the  fact  that 
Kast  Florida  has  suddenly  become  the  theater  of  active  military  oper- 
ations most  materially  affects  the  views  I  presented  in  my  last  com- 
munication in  regard  to  the  several  plans  of  operation  I  expected  to 
bo  developed  in  that  portion  of  the  State.  I  can  therefore  only  repeat 
more  in  detail  the  information  I  telegraphed.  The  Saint  Mary's  was 
sunk  and  her  cargo,  I  presume,  was  destroyed.  Of  this  fact  and  of 
the  reported  loss  of  cotton  at  Camp  Finegan  and  Baldwin,  I  have, 
however,  no  certain  information.  Lieutenant  Buckman  has  been 
engrossed  by  his  ordnance  duties,  and  I  apprehend  has  been  unable  to 
advise  me  on  these  points,  even  if  it  were  possible  for  him  to  obtain 
accurate  information.  The  military  movements  now  in  progress  indi- 
cate a  purpose  to  contest  most  energetically  the  effort  of  the  enemy  to 
establish  themselves  permanently  in  Florida.  How  soon  or  how 
effectual  these  movements  may  be,  it  is  not  for  me  to  conjecture.  I 
can  but  repeat  the  fact  that  at  present  I  am  entirely  unable  to  do 
anything,  and  must  await  the  results  of  the  campaign  to  ascertain 
what  changes  in  the  condition  of  things  may  occur. 

Captain  Hobart  has  reported  and  has  been  advised  of  the  omit- 
tances of  funds,  but  I  have  deemed  it  entirely  inexpedient  to  make 
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any  purchases  of  cotton,  as  there  exists  uo  reasonable  prospect  of  its 
exportation  now,  no  vessels  being  looked  for  at  any  point  on  the  coast 
pending  the  military  operations  now  in  progress.  This  complete  sus- 
pension of  the  efForts  which  I  hoped  to  make  for  the  accomplishment 
of  resalts  here  is  exceedingly  unpleasant,  and  the  irksome  inaction 
which  it  has  occasioned  presses  heavily  upon  me.  I  consider  it  my 
duly  to  await  the  developments  of  the  coming  month  before  express- 
ing decided  opinions  as  to  the  prospects  of  substantial  success,  and 
will  therefore  remain  at  or  within  reach  of  this  place,  unless  otherwise 
instructed  by  you.  Beyond  the  receipt  of  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
approval  Oi.  Captain  Hobart's  bond,  I  am  entirely  without  any  com- 
uunication  or  advices  from  the  Department  since  I  left  Ricliniond. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  BLAIR  IIOGE, 
Major^ 

{Bin/t  IndofMnwiit.] 

March  3,  1RG4. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  notice  and  return. 

TIIOS.  L.  BAYNE, 

[SMond  ladorMiinnt.1 

March  6, 18«4. 

Ordnance  Bureau: 

Major  Iloge  may  now  be  recalled  unless  the  Treasury  Department 
should,  under  the  new  plan,  require  his  services. 

J.  A.  S., 

Secretary. 

[TUid  indononiMit.] 

March  11, 18R4. 

I  respectfully  ask  that  Maj.  J.  B.  Iloge  may  be  ordered  to  report 
here  to  give  such  information  as  may  be  desired,  and  for  conference 
in  regaM  to  ports  of  Florida,  and  that  Capt.  Edward  Ilobart  may  be 
left  in  chai^. 

THOS.  L.  HAYNK, 
lAeuienaiU-Colond,  in  charge  of  Steamers. 

[FooTth  iBdorMment.] 

March  li,  ik«4. 

Adjutant-General  : 

Order  Major  Hoge  to  report  here,  as  Bu^este<l  by  Major  Kayne. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  20, 

Col.  Ira  R.  Foster, 

Quartermaster- General  of  Oeorgia,  AtUmtay  Qa.: 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant  requesting  an 
order  to  purchase  snmtlies  in  Florida  to  manufacture  clothing  for 
Georgia  troops  in  the  Confederate  service.  In  reply  you  are  resx)ect- 
fuUy  informed  that  no  special  permits  are  ever  given,  but  pnrchases 
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made  for  a  State  are  not  liable  to  Impreasment,  and  I  know  no  law 
prohibiting  removal  of  supplies  firom  Florida. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 


Deae  Sir:  I  have  to  thank  you  for  the  courtesy  of  sending  me  a 
copy  of  the  army  bill  as  reported  ^rom  your  committee  before  its 
jHissage  through  the  Senate  and  for  your  flattering  request  that  I 
should  make  any  suggestions  which  I  might  think  would  improve  it. 
The  constMit  pressure  of  official  duties  of  an  urgent  character  pre- 
vented me  from  availing  myself  of  your  kindness  to  present  my 
general  views  touching  the  subject-matter  of  your  bill  in  time  for 
consideration  before  Congress  had  acted,  and  any  partiid  suggestions 
I  felt  could  be  of  no  value. 

In  November,  1861,  an  elaborate  plan,  prepared  with  much  labor 
by  an  officer  of  my  stofF,  was  submitted  to  prominent  statesmen  pro- 
viding for  systematic  means  of  raising  and  keeping  on  an  efficient 
footing  a  proper  force  for  the  conduct  of  this  war  on  the  scale  it  must 
grow  to.  The  plan  submitted  was  a  careful  adaptation  of  the  French 
and  Prussian  systems  of  conscription,  and  the  Landwehr,  modified  to 
suit  existing  conditions,  and  it  had  my  full  approval  at  the  time ;  but 
unfortunately  no  one  then  appeared  to  comprehend  that  it  were  as 
much  a  sheer  impossibility  to  carry  on  this  colossfU  war  with  a  volun- 
teer force — that  is,  by  voluntary  contributions  of  brawn  and  muscle, 
flesh  and  blood,  as  with  voluntary  gifts  of  bread  and  beef,  powder 
and  lead,  swords  and  guns.  The  plan  received  no  countenance  what- 
soever and  fell  stiUbom.  An  attempt  was  made,  as.  will  be  remem- 
bered, by  the  act  of  December  11,  1861,  to  induce  the  men  to 
re-volunteer  with  an  ill-success  which  history  should  have  taught  us 
to  expect.  Then  it  was  that  in  April,  1862,  the  first  so-called  act  of 
conscription  was  resorted  to.  This  to  a  certain  degree  met  the  neces- 
sities of  the  hour  and  was  effective ;  but  it  lacked  a  great  deal  of 
what  it  might  have  been  if  it  had  been  drawn  up  with  knowledge  of 
the  details  and  working  of  European  systems. 

Many  of  the  defects  of  the  act  of  16th  of  April,  1862,  ought  to  have 
been  avoided  and  should  be  remedied.  The  act  is  at  direct  variance 
indeed  (unnecessarily  and  without  gain)  with  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  our  Government,  State  sovereignty,  and  organized  State  gov- 
ernments. It  would  not  only  have  been  more  consonant  with  onr 
polity,  but  more  effective  and  far  more  economical,  I  am  convinced, 
if  the  State  authorities  had  been  required  to  recruit  and  furnish  the 
men  of  their  respective  State  quotas;  and  the  last  bill  is  open  to  tiie 
same  objections.  The  present  system  is  expensive  to  a  degree  far 
from  commensurate  with  results.  It  fills  the  country  with  function- 
aries the  substantial  duties  of  whom  could  be  performed,  I  am  satis- 
fied, by  the  local  State  authorities  in  addition  to  their  local  duties,  and 
thus  save  many  officers  and  men  for  the  military  service  who  are  now 
kept  from  the  field. 

The  plan  of  which  I  speak  as  having  been  drawn  up  in  1861  was 
based  on  this  cardinal  principle  that  the  States  should  severally  fur^ 
nisli  their  quotas  of  men  on  the  requisition  of  l^e  central  executive, 


JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Oharlbston,  S.  C,  F^yruary  B6, 186^ 


Hon.  Edward  Spabbow, 

Zm  Orange^  Oa.: 
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under  regalatioiis  made  by  Congress.  The  companies  and  regim^ts 
were,  so  to  speak,  localized  ors^stionalized;  that  is,  all  between  cer- 
tain ages  were  enrolled  in  the  several  districts  of  the  ooontry,  the  com- 
pany being  the  nnit,  and  there  was  a  reserve  left  at  home,  which  was 
a  part  of  the  company  in  the  field,  and  from  which  were  drawn  the 
men  to  fill  vacancioB.  Enrollments  were  made  by  the  local  nu^^tracy, 
and  in  ways  so  carefully  gnarded  that  it  must  have  been  more  effi- 
ciently done  than  now.  All  people  at  home  were  made  interested  in 
keeping  skulkers  in  the  field  by  details  of  administration  oarefnlly 
elaborated,  yet  simple  in  operation. 

We  have  not  acted  wisely  in  ignoring  the  systems  which,  under 
similar  conditions,  have  worked  so  effectively  in  recruiting  the  armies 
of  France  and  Prussia  in  great  eme^encies,  and  in  adopting  one 
which  is  the  most  expensive  and  irresponsible  in  the  world. 

At  the  eame  time  we  ought  to  provide  a  permanent  and  real  con- 
script system,  after  the  French  plan,  for  a  small  r^^lar  force,  for  the 
true  consorii>tion  method  of  recruiting  takes  time  to  be  established  in 
a  country. 

It  is  not  too  late  to  modify  existing  laws  and  adopt  the  State  system 
even  now;  but  with  this  modification  there  should  go  hand  in  hand 
a  reoiganization  of  the  Provisional  Army  somewhat  as  follows:  A 
regiment  of  infantry  should  be  made  to  consist,  in  active  service,  of 
two  battalions  of  eight  companies  or  three  battalions  of  six  compa- 
nies each,  instead,  as  now,  of  one  battalion  of  ten  companies — that  is, 
we  should  conform  to  European  oi^anizations  in  such  a  war  as  this. 
There  would  be  an  advantage  in  this  in  many  ways,  it  is  believed, 
inclnding  the  economy  resnlting  from  a  reduction  of  the  number  of 
officers.  Brigades  woald  then  be  made  to  consist  of  not  less  than 
forty-«ight  companies,  and  the  companies  should  be  kept  as  near  to 
the  standard  of  90  or  100  men  as  possible. 

If  I  can  find  the  time  before  ute  assembling  of  Congress  again,  I 
may  snbmit  the  details  of  these  plans  for  your  consideration  as  a  leg- 
islator.   Meantime,  with  high  consideration, 
1  am,  sincerely,  yours, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Confederate  ^ates  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmondt  la.,  F^ruary  25^  IS64. 

Governor  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Raleigh,  N.  C: 

Your  Excellency  :  I  have  the  honor  hereby  to  acknowledge  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  18th  instant,  and  to  say  in  reply  thereto  that  the 
Prnsident  has  now  under  consideratioQ  certain  uniform  regulations  in 
conformity  with  the  recent  legislation  of  Congress.  A  copy  of  same 
will  be  sent  yon  as  soon  as  they  are  promulgated. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secrdary  of  Wa/r. 


Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  46*.        J  Richmond,  Fa.,  February  26,  186^. 

I.  For  the  more  thorough  and  efficient  conduct  of  this  Bureau  the 
following  orders  regulating  the  distrifontion  of  duties  fuid  the  transac- 
tion of  business  are  published  for  the  guidance  of  tho  several  officers 
herein  on  duty. 
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II.  The  Bureau  will  be  divided  into  several  offices,  to  wit:  The 
reception  office,  the  office  of  orders,  the  appointment  office,  the  office 
of  organization,  the  judge-advocate's  office,  the  adjutant-general's 
office,  the  office  of  inspection,  and  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  GreneraL  Each  will  be  charged  with  specific  duties,  and 
will  be  independent  of  the  others,  the  several  officers  receiving  orders 
from  and  being  responsible  to  the  Adjutant  and  bispector  General 
and  the  Secretary  of  War  direcUy. 

III.  The  reception  office  will  be  charged  with  the  keeping  of  the 
files  and  general  records;  the  reception  and  opening  of  the  mailH  and 
all  official  papers;  the  indorsing,  entering,  and  distributing  of  aU 
papers  to  the  offices  chained  with  action  upon  them,  the  recording  of 
such  action,  and  the  filing  of  papers,  or,  when  necessary,  their  trans- 
mission from  one  office  to  another  and  from  the  Bureau.  Upon  this 
office  will  also  devolve  the  reception  of  and  attention  to  visitors.  It 
will  occupy  the  first  and  second  in  the  suite  of  rooms  in  the  main 
building. 

IV.  The  office  of  orders  will  be  charged  with  keeping  the  record  of 
the  general  and  special  orders,  and  with  action  upon  all  pax>ers  and 
applications  requiring  for  their  completion  solely  the  issuing  of  a 
special  order,  such,  for  instance,  as  applications  for  leaves  of  absence, 
furloughs,  transfers,  details,  discharges  and  return  of  soldiers,  resig- 
nations and  assignment  of  officers,  Ac.  This  office  ynW  occupy  two 
rooms  next  in  snite  to  the  reception  office. 

V.  The  appointment  office  will  be  charged  with  the  register  of  com- 
missioned  officers  appointed  and  with  the  duty  of  acting  upon  all 
applications  for  appointment,  preparing  nomination  lists,  issuing  let- 
ters of  appointment,  and  entering  confirmations.  It  will  occupy  the 
first  and  second  rooms  in  the  building  adjacent  to  the  main  building, 
formerly  occupied  by  the  Commissary-General. 

VI.  The  office  of  organization  will  take  charge  of  the  muster-rolls, 
rosters,  returns,  and  reports,  and  act  upon  all  matters  relating  to  the 
organization  of  the  Army,  such  as  the  raising,  muster,  consolidation, 
recruiting,  or  disbanding  of  companies,  battalions,  and  regiments,  the 
succession  of  officera  by  election  or  promotion;  questions  of  rank 
between  officers  of  the  line,  Ac. ;  all  matters  bearing  mainly  not  upon 
individuals,  but  upon  organized  bodies  of  troops.  ThJs  office  will 
occupy  the  rooms  adjacent  to  the  appointment  office,  and  the  building 
in  the  rear,  upon  the  second  and  third  floors  of  which  the  rolls  will  be 
kept. 

VII.  The  judge-advocate's  office  will  take  action  upon  all  papers 
and  applications  relating  to  courts-martial  and  courts  of  inquiry  and 
will  occupy  for  the  present  the  room  in  the  main  building  next  to  the 
office  of  orders. 

VIII.  The  adjutant-general's  office  will  be  charged  with,  the  daty 
of  acting  upon  all  papers  which  cannot  properly  be  devolved  upon 
other  offices,  and  upon  all  papers  submitted  to  or  devolving  specially 
upon  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  and  with  the  preparation 
of  the  general  orders.  It  will  for  the  present  occnpy  rooms  with  the 
judge-ad  vocate*s  office. 

IX.  The  office  of  inspection,  which  will  devolve  upon  the  assistant 
inspector-general,  to  be  assigned  to  duty  in  this  Bureau,  will  take 
charge  of  inspection  reports,  and  will  attend  to  the  duties  of  inspec- 
tion in  tlio  several  armies  and  staff  departments,  and  of  enforcing 
obedience  to  the  laws,  orders,  regulations,  and  usages  of  the  service. 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHOBITIES. 


171 


X.  The  office  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  G^eneral  will  contain 
Uie  confidential  files  and  records  of  the  Bureau,  and  will  take  cogni- 
zance only  of  such  matters  as  are  beyond  the  ordinary  duties  of 
routine  and  which  cannot  properly  devolve  upon  the  officers  herein- 
before designated.  It  will  occupy  the  last  room  in  the  suite  in  the 
main  building. 

XI.  Capt.  John  W.  Riely  is  assigned  to  duty  in  the  reception  office; 
Lieut.  Col.  John  Withers,  in  the  office  of  orders;  Lieut.  Col.  E.  A. 
Palfrey,  in  the  appointment  office;  Maj.  Sam.  W.  Melton,  in  the 
office  of  denization;  Maj.  C.  H.  Lee,  in  the  judge-advocate's  office; 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  L.  Clay,  iu  the  adjutant-general's  office. 

XII.  Maj.  W.  S.  Barton,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is  assigned  to 
duty  in  the  office  of  organization  in  this  Bureau,  and  will  be  chai^^ 
specially  with  the  duty  of  acting  upon  the  reports  of  examining 
boards. 

Xin.  Colonel  Withers  will,  as  heretofore,  have  charge  of  the  dis- 
bnrsement  of  the  office  fnnd,  to  which  duty  the  chief  clerk,  Mr.  H. 
C.  Wall,  is,  under  his  supervision,  specially  assigned.  Among  the 
specific  duties  thus  devolved  will  be  the  supplying  of  and  attention 
to  stationery,  furniture,  printing,  blanks,  ontoide  work,  and  generally 
whatever  involves  expenditure. 

Xrv.  The  officers  on  duty  in  this  Bureau  will  be  required  to  take 
final  and  decisive  action  upon  all  matters  within  the  scope  of  their 
capacity  and  the  limits  of  whatever  authority  may  be  delegated  to 
them,  and  will  submit  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Greneral  audti 
papers  and  applications  only  as  require  a  higher  discretion,  and  to 
the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War  such  only  as  demand  the  exercise  of 
authority  not  delegated;  the  rule  hereafter  to  control  the  distribu- 
tion of  duties  and  the  transaction  of  business  in  this  Bureau  being 
that  officers  should  do  nothing  which  can  be  as  well  done  by  their 
sabordinates. 

XV.  Each  paper  sabmitted  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War  or 
to  the  Adjutantand  Inspector  General  will  be  prepared  fortheir  action 
by  indorsement,  exhibiting  succinctly  but  clearly  the  contents  of  the 
paper  and  of  its  inciosures,  in  such  manner  as  to  present  the  points 
for  decision  and  the  facts  stated  bearing  upon  them,  together  with 
the  facts  api>earing  of  record  in  the  Bureau,  and  the  maturely  con- 
sidered opinion  of  the  officer  charged  with  the  office  to  which  the 
subject-matter  of  the  paper  may  relate.  The  indorw^ments,  so  far  as 
they  exhibit  the  contents  of  papers  and  their  inciosures,  will  Ih^  made 
in  the  reception  office. 

XVI.  No  paper  will  be  placed  finally  upon  the  files  until  the  writer 
^r  party  concerned  is  notified  of  the  action  taken  upon  it;  and  to 
avoid  the  duplication  of  papers  and  the  unnecessary  accumulation  of 
business,  such  notification  will  be  given  by  written  communication  at 
the  eiffliest  i>08sible  moment.  If  it  be  deemed  unimportant  and 
anneoessory  to  retain  a  paper  on  file  as  a  record  or  for  reference,  the 
notification  will  be  indorsed  thereon,  and  it  will  be  returned  to  the 
writer,  the  action  having  been  first  recorded  in  the  "indorsement 
book"  in  the  reception  office. 

XVn.  The  door  will  be  opened  to  the  public  at  11  o'clock  and  closed 
at  1  o'clock.  Before  and  after  these  hours  no  person  will  be  admitted 
without  the  sanction  in  each  instance  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General,  except  the  heads  of  departments,  commanding  generals,  the 
chiefs  of  bureaus,  and  the  clerks  of  the  Bureau  of  War. 
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XVIII.  The  ofl&cer  on  duty  in  the  reception  office  will  attend  to  the 
application  of  each  visitor,  and  if  possible  meet  his  purpose  without 
communication  with  the  other  offices.  When  indispensable  the  tis- 
itor  will  be  directed,  or,  if  need  be,  conducted,  to  the  officer  uptm 
whom  may  devolve  the  subject-matter  in  hand.  The  doors  between 
the  reception  office  and  the  other  offices  will  be  habitually  dosed,  and 
visitors  will  not  pass  them  without  permission.  It  is  de^rable  that 
this  Bureau  be  regarded  strictly  as  a  place  of  business,  and  the  dnty 
is  devolved  upon  the  reception  office  of  protecting  the  other  offices 
from  unnecessary  intrusion  and  embarrassment  in  the  continuous 
transaction  of  business.  The  officer  in  chat^  will,  in  addition  to  the 
regular  hours,  attend  in  this  office  one  hour,  between  the  hours  of 
6  and  7  o'clock  In  the  evening,  and  a  clerk  or  employ^  will  remain 
on  duty  at  all  hours,  day  and  night. 

XIX.  The  doors  of  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gen- 
eral will  be  habitually  closed,  and  visitors  will  not  be  permitted  to 
pass  them  without  consultation  with  the  officer  in  clutrge  of  the 
adjutant-general's  office,  who  will,  if  possible,  himself  tmswer  thr 
purpose  desired.  He  will  confer  with  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General,  between  the  hours  of  1  and  2  o'clock  each  day,  in  reference 
to  snch  papers  submitted  as  may  be  beyond  his  discretion.  He  will 
receive  the  decision  orally,  and  commit  It  to  writing  by  indorsement 
or  by  separate  communication. 

XX.  The  officers  of  this  Bureau  will  proceed  at  once  to  make  prep- 
arations for  rearranging  the  rooms,  papers,  records,  and  furniture  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  these  orders,  which  will,  if  prac- 
ticable, be  put  into  full  operation  by  the  15th  of  March.  Haj.  Sam. 
W.  Melton  is  chained  with  their  prompt  and  thorough  enforcement 

S.  COOPER. 
AdjtUarU  and  Inspector  General 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Departuent, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  February  S6^  2864. 
Mr.  lliomas  F.  Beale  is  hereby  authorized  to  enlist  a  company  of 
men,  not  to  exceed  ton  in  number,  for  secret  servtoe  under  tiie  rela- 
tions prescribed  by  tJhis  Department  for  such  oi^anizations.  Wha 
he  shall  have  enlisted  and  mustered  into  the  service  for  the  war  eight  i 
men,  he  will  receive  the  commission  of  first  lieutenant  in  the  Provi- 
sional Army  of  the  Confederate  States,  without  pay.  Transportation 
will  be  furnished  him  for  his  recruits  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  and. 
to  such  points  as  he  may  select  to  operate  against  the  enemy. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Forward  to  Thomas  F.  Beale,  Mobile,  Ala.,  care  of  Louisiana  Relief' 
Committee. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Depaathent, 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  26,  J861 

His  Excellency  Charles  Clark, 

Governor  of  Mississippi: 
Sir:  Hon.  Mr.  Watson,  of  your  State,  has  communicated  your  wisk 
to  l)e  definitely  informed  as  to  the  views  of  the  Department  regaidii 
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the  operation  of  the  recent  legislation  of  Congn^ess  on  the  militia  as 
existiiig  in  an  organized  condition  in  your  State.  Some  of  those 
Denizations,  it  is  understood,  were  constituted  under  an  emergency 
with  the  consent  of  the  President,  and  included  men  at  the  time 
sabieet  to  conscription.  Another  portion  of  the  men,  by  the  recent 
act  of  Congress,  it  is  supposed,  have  likewise  been  subjected  to  like 
liability. 

Mr.  Watson  represents  that  your  preference  would  be  for  the  reten- 

tioD,  as  oi^nized  militia,  of  all  or  some  of  these  companies,  and  has 
desired  me  thus  to  convey  to  you  the  views  of  the  Department. 

Hy  convictions  of  expediency  are  decided  against  the  employment 
of  troops  under  distinct  governments  in  the  same  field  of  action,  and 
it  is  believed  that,  as  the  armies  of  the  Confederacy  mnst  necessarily 
be  the  larger  and  more  regular  oi^anizations  and  be  under  more 
efficient  discipline,  and  in  more  continuous  action,  it  is  very  desirable 
that  all  capable  of  military  duty  should  be  in  some  form  embodied  in 
the  Confederate  armies,  and  subject  to  the  direction  of  our  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. My  deference,  however,  for  your  vienre,  and  the 
desire  I  nnfeignedly  nave  to  cordially  co-operate  with  the  Governors 
of  each  State  in  the  great  strus^le  in  which  we  are  engaged,  wonld 
eaose  me  to  yield  my  own  judgment  if  the  laws  I  am  bound  to  admin- 
ister did  not  seem  to  me  to  control  the  matter. 

In  the  Constitution,  as  I  interpret  it,  three  classes  of  troops  only 
were  contemplated — the  armies  of  the  Confederacy,  troops  of  war, 
which  a  State  may  keep  in  time  of  war,  and  the  militia.  The  militia, 
in  its  wide  and  constitutional  sense,  I  consider  the  population  capable 
of  arms,  which  coiwtitutes  the  material  out  of  which  the  Confederate 
Army  and  the  State  troops  are  to  be  drawn,  or  which,  if  not  so  engrossed, 
may  be  organized  and  employed  in  temporary  service  as  militia,  more 
strictly  called.  The  jwwer  of  the  Confederacy  to  raise  armira  enables 
t,  in  my  opinion,  to  engross  the  whole  of  the  militia  in  its  widest 
ieose,  but  not  to  encroach  upon  or  withdraw  from  the  troops  of  war 
rhich  a  State  may  have  regularly  employed.  In  other  words,  I  consider 
ihe  Army  of  the  Confederacy  and  the  troops  of  war  may  either  have 
)een  constituted  from  the  militia  or  the  arms-bearing  population,  and 
hat  wh&D.  so  constituted  they  are,  respectively,  the  Army  of  the  Con- 
ederacy  and  the  army  of  the  State.  As  to  these,  when  constituted, 
teither  government  can  encroach  on  the  other;  but  the  militia,  unless 
appropriated  as  troops  of  war  regularly  organized,  are  liable  to  the 
uperior  claims  of  the  Confederate  Government. 
Such  superior  claims  have  been  exercised  upon  all  Iwtween  the  ages 
<  seventeen  and  fifty  years,  under  the  recent  act  of  Congress,  and 
ODsequently  all  State  otganizations  that  are  not  troops  of  war,  per- 
manently enlisted  as  such,  but  militia,  whether  oi^anized  or  at  large, 
<re  subjected  to  conscription.  Those  between  eighteen  and  forty<flve 
le  devoted  to  filling  the  old  oi^nizations  and  to  specific  details; 
he  others  within  the  prescribed  ages  to  designated  purposes.  It 
ecomes  iny  duty  to  see  that  they  are  so  devoted  and  employed.  I  have 
10  warrant  or  right  to  yield  them  to  othSr  (even  State)  organizations. 
With  this  explanation,  you  will  readily  understand  that,  as  far  as 
ny  troops  oi^anized  and  existing  under  State  authority  are  properly 
'troops  of  war  "  of  the  State,  in  the  language  of  the  Constitution,  they 
re  exempt  from  the  control  or  interference  of  the  Department,  but 
hat  all  white  residents  between  seventeen  and  fifty  years  of  ago  not  so 
ffibodied  as  troops  of  war  must  be  claimed  for  the  military  service  of 
he  Confederacy  In  some  of  the  various  forms  designated  by  the  acts 
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of  Congress  on  the  subject.  I  may  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  exercise  a  more  liberal  discretion  in  conformity  with  your  wish^, 
but  your  judgment  and  patriotism  are  confidently  relied  on  to  approve 
my  adherence  t«  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Dbmopolis,  February  St,  IS64, 

His  Excellency  President  Datis, 

Richmond: 

This  will  be  handed  you  by  Mr.  Minor  Major,  a  citizen  of  Missonri, 
who  comes  to  me  properly  authenticated.  He  has  been  employed  in 
the  work  of  destroying  the  property  of  the  enemy  on  the  rivers,  and 
is  a  member  of  an  organization  of  a  formidable  character  extending 
through  the  North,  of  which  I  have  known  for  some  time  past  and  of 
which  you  have  heard.  He  goes  to  Richmond  on  matters  connected 
with  his  work,  and  I  think  you  will  be  interested  in  hearing  from  him 
of  the  associations  with  which  he  is  connected.  Properly  used,  theae 
associations  could  be  of  great  value  to  our  cause. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK. 
lAeiUenant-OenercU. 

[Indanamaat.] 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

S.  R.  M[ALLORY], 

Secretary. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  February  aS,  2864. 

Governor  J.  E.  Brown, 

MiUedgevUlej  Oa.: 

Your  ExcEiiBNCY:  On  the  recommendation  of  General  Lee,  and 
from  the  disadvantages  found  to  result  to  the  servioe  from  the  absence 
of  ofhcera  who  [are]  likewise  members  of  Hhs  Legislature,  It  has  been 
concluded  not  to  grant  furloughs  to  attend  the  sessions.  Offloers  so 
situated  are  entitled  to  resign,  and  may  so  elect. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General*s  Office, 

No.  25.         f  BichTnondy  Fd.,  February  29^  I864. 

I.  The  following  acts  of  Congress  are  published  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Army: 

1.  JOINT  RESOLUTION  tudecUru  the  iiiuHiiingaf  *-Ad  aot  allowing  boaplUt  Muommodatiotts  to 

sick  and  wuniHled  olfioerB." 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  That  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  01  "An  act  allowing  hom>itaI  acconunodationB  to  mck  and 
wonnded  oflBcere,"  approved  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  eighteen  fanndred 
and  sizty-three,  were  to  canse  to  be  furnished  not  only  medioliieB,  medical  and 
other  attendance  and  lodging,  but  snbsiBtence  also. 

Approved  Febmary  18, 18M. 
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2.  AN  ACT  to  Increaan  tha  ctKnmntalJoD  value  of  hoapilal  rAtton*. 


TTie  CongrtM  of  ihe  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  the  commu- 
tation  valne  of  rations  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  of  all  employte  in  hospitals, 
be  fixed  at  sach  rat^,  not  to  exceed  two  and  a  half  dollars,  as  the  Secretary  of 
War  shall  designate. 

Approved  February  15,  1864. 

t.  kS  ACT  to  uMnd  "An  act  ngalatfng  the  gnuUBg  of  ftufcaghs  mhI  diMhargVi  la  boqdlala," 


The  CongretB  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  an  act  regn- 
latii^  the  grantmR  of  forlonghs  and  disonarffes  in  hospitals,  approved  on  May 
first,  eighteen  hnnored  and  sixty-three,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  so  amended 
OS  to  provide  that  the  period  of  disabili^  therein  named  which  entitles  soldiers, 
sich  uid  wounded  in  hospitals,  to  fnrlonghs,  shall  be  extended  to  sixty  days,  or 
npwaids,  in  which  case  the  Board  of  Examiners  may  grant  fnrlonghs  for  sixty 
days. 

Approved  Febniary  17, 1864. 

n.  Paragraph  I,  General  Orders,  No.  69,  last  series,  is  so  amended, 
that  soldiers,  sick  or  wounded  in  hospitals,  will  not  be  granted  fur- 
loDghs  unless  they  are  likely  to  remain  uuflt  for  military  duty  for 
sixty  days,  in  wliich  case  they  may  bo  furlonghed  for  that  period. 

III.  Hospital  fands  accrue  in  all  hospitals— refpmental,  field,  or 
other  hospitals. 

IV.  Paragraph  VIII,  General  Orders,  No.  8,  current  series.  Is 
hereby  revoked.  Rations  in  kind  (such  as  are  issued  to  soldiers  in 
the  field)  will  be  issued  to  all  attendants  in  field  hospitals,  and,  when 
required  by  the  surgeon  in  charge,  to  the  female  attendants  in  gen- 
eral hospitals.  The  rations  of  all  male  attendants  in  general  hos- 
pitals in  cities  and  towns  will  be  commuted,  the  amount  to  be  drawn 
by  the  surgeon  in  charge  and  expended  by  hira  for  their  subsistence. 

V.  The  commuted  value  of  rations  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  and 
of  ail  employes  in  r^imental,  fi«ld,  or  oUier  hospitals,  will  be,  until 
further  orders,  42.50. 

TI.  General  Orders,  No.  71,  last  series,  is  amended  as  foUowK:  For 
officers,  sick  or  wounded  In  hospital,  rations  vrill  be  drawn,  or,  when 
required  by  the  su^eon  in  charge,  their  value  commutetl  at  the  price 
fixed  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 

V^II.  The  last  two  preceding  paragraphs  will  not  have  eftect  in  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

VIII.  The  following  order  is  published  in  connection  with  para- 
graphs VIII  and  IX,  General  Orders,  No.  22,  18b4: 

Officers  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  belonging  to  com- 
toands  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  will  immediately  return  to  their 
respective  commands.  In  cases  where  such  officers  have  no  command, 
or  are  anassigned  to  any  by  proper  authority,  action  under  the  *'Act 
of  Congrew  to  provide  for  retiring  ofQcers  of  the  Army,"  approved 
February  17,  1864,  will  be  taken  by  the  general  commanding  that 
department,  who  will  aJso  adopt  proper  measures  to  carry  into  effect 
these  orders. 

IX.  Supplies  of  provisions,  in  transitu  to  arsenals,  armories,  and 
ordnance  depots,  for  the  use  of  operativeH,  under  the  order  of  com- 
manding ofQcers  of  the  same,  will  not  be  interfered  with  by  officers 
of  other  departments. 


By  order: 


S.  COOPER, 
A(^jutani  and  Iiispecfor  General. 
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State  of  Nokth  Carolina,  £xbcutivb  Dbpabthent, 

RcMgh,  February  29,  1864. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon, 


Deab  Sir:  I  desiie  to  call  your  attention  most  earnestly  to  the  dtf- 
ficulties  and  complications  ansing  from  the  conscription  of  principals 
of  substitutes  in  this  State. 

Chief  Justice  Pearson  has  decided  recently  that  the  law  is  uncon- 
stitutional, and  further  that  the  act  of  Congress  suspending  the  priv- 
ilege of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  does  not  apply  to  these  men.  He 
therefore  continues  to  grant  the  writ,  and  the  execution  being  resisted 
by  the  enrolling  officers  by  orders  from  the  Conscript  Bureau,  the 
result  will  be  a  direct  and  unavoidable  collision  of  State  and  Ck>nfed- 
erate  authorities.  I  have  taken  the  ground  that  the  decision  of  a 
single  judge  at  chambers  does  not  possess  the  binding  force  and  effect 
of  an  adjndicated  case,  but  it  only  operates  to  discharge  the  indi- 
vidual. It  certainly  does  this  mnch,  and  until  it  is  overruled  it  is 
final  and  absolute,  made  so  expressly  by  the  statutes  of  this  State. 
It  cannot  be  overruled  except  by  the  supreme  court,  whibh  does  not 
meet  until  June  next.  In  the  meantime,  if  the  man  is  dischar^d  I 
am  bound  to  protect  him,  and  if  the  process  of  the  court  is  resisted  I 
am  forced  by  my  oath  of  office  to  summon  the  military  power  of  the 
State  to  enforce  it.    There  is  no  escape  from  this  conclusion. 

An  agreement  was  proposed  by  Chief  Justice  Pearson  at  Salisbury 
and  accepted  by  Governor  Bragg  as  counsel  for  the  Goveroment,  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  the  same,  to  remove  one  case  to 
the  supreme  court  by  certiorari.,  and  to  bind  over  all  others  applying 
for  writs  to  appear  and  abide  the  decision  thus  to  be  rendered.  This 
gave  general  satisfaction  and  had  a  quieting  effect  upon  the  whole 
State. 

Since  it  has  been  understood,  however,  that  the  Confederacy  would 
not  recognize  the  arrangement  the  excitement  is  becoming  veiy  great, 
and  I  fear  much  trouble  will  result. 

Knowing,  as  I  trust  you  do,  my  great  anxiety  to  avoid  collision  with 
the  Confederate  authorities  and  everything  else  that  might  tend  to 
hinder  its  efficiency,  yet  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  I  am  to  omit  a 
plain  and  obvious  duty  prescribed  by  my  official  oath.  I  therefore 
earnestly  request  that  you  will  order  a  suspension  of  the  enrollment 
of  the  principals  of  substitutes  in  North  Carolina  at  least  until  time 
sufficient  be  allowed  to  exhaust  all  efforts  at  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment. I  do  not  know  a  better  one  than  that  made  at  Salisbury,  and 
which,  though  it  would  deprive  the  Government  of  the  services  of 
these  men  until  June,  would  yet  give  still  greater  advantages  by  pre- 
serving that  peace  and  harmony  between  the  respective  governments 
without  which  all  our  labors  will  be  in  vain. 

You  will  observe  that  I  make  no  comment  whatever  upon  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  chief  justice's  opinions.  As  an  executive  officer  I  con- 
sider that  I  have  no  right  to  do  so;  neither,  with  all  due  respect,  do  I 
consider  you  to  have  any  such  discretion;  and  however  unfortunate  it 
may  be  to  the  efficient  and  equal  working  of  the  Gk>vemment  that  the 
laws  of  Congress  are  at  the  mercy,  so  to  Bx>eak,  of  the  various  judges 
of  the  various  States,  I  submit  that  it  is  not  x>ossible  to  avoid  it,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Confederacy  to  give  harmony 
and  unifoi-mity  of  construction.    We  can  only  obey  we  judges  we 
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DOW  have,  and  even  this  is  infinitely  preferable  to  the  assnmptiou  of 
judicial  power  by  execativ)  oiBcers,  and  making  their  will  the  law. 
Uopii^  an  early  response,  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


State  of  Korth  Cakolina,  Exbcutive  Departuent, 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  February  2864. 

Hon.  C.  G.  MEHMmGER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury ,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Dear  Sir:  Upon  a  recent  visit  to  the  county  of  Wilkes,  in  this 
State,  I  was  informed  that  a  number  of  inoffensivo  citizens  in  that  and 
the  adjacent  counties  had  been  robbed  of  their  property  and  effects  by 
the  Fiftieth  Regiment  North  Carolina  Troops,  employed  there  for  the 
parpose  of  arresting  deserters.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  some  com- 
pensation should  be  made  to  these  people  for  the  losses  they  have 
sustained,  in  many  cases  a  large  part  of  their  property  having  been 
Uken  away.  And  the  mode  I  propose  is  to  appoint  a  commission  or 
commissioners  in  the  region  where  the  depredations  have  been  com- 
mitted and  ascertain  the  loss  of  each  individual  and  credit  the  amount 
on  his  current  taxes.  Should  this  proptwition  meet  your  views  and 
the  measure  be  carried  into  effect  promptly,  I  feel  satisfied  it  will  go 
far  to  compose  the  dissatisfaction  of  my  people  who  have  suffered  so 
severely  in  that  section,  and  bring  to  the  support  of  the  Government 
a  laige  class  of  persons  who  think  and  feel  they  are  out  of  the  pale  of 
ite  protection.  Your  early  consideration  of  this  measure  will  enable 
me  to  effect  much  in  the  restoration  of  confldenoe  amongst  the  people 
where  its  benefits  are  to  be  received. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 

P.  S. — I  would  suggest  that  the  tax  collectors  could  do  tluH.  Justice 
and  good  policy  both  require  it. 

Z.  B.  V. 

[iBdonement.] 

March  3,  18C4. 

Respectfully  referred  for  consideration  and  reply  to  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

C.  G.  MEMMINOEIL 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Ka.,  February  20,  1864. 

Z.  McDaniel  is  hereby  authorized  to  enlist  a  company  of  men,  not 
to  exceed  fifty  in  number,  for  secret  service  against  the  enemy,  under 
the  regulations  prescribed  by  this  Department  for  such  organizations. 
When  he  shall  have  enlisted  and  mustered  his  company  into  the  serv- 
ice for  the  war  he  will  receive  a  commission  as  captain  in  the  Pro- 
visional Army  of  the  Confederate  States,  without  pay.  Transportation 
will  be  furnished  to  him  for  his  recruits  to  the  place  of  rendezvous 
SDd  to  snch  points  as  he  may  select  for  his  operations. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War, 

V2  K  R— SERIES  IV,  VOL  UI 
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General  Order.s,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 
No.  36.         J  Richmond,  March  /, 

The  following  act  of  Congress  and  regulations  are  pablished  for 
the  information  and  guidance  of  all  concerned: 

AN  ACT  to  organlM  forOM  to  mam  duriDji  ttis  var. 

The  Congreae  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  all  white  men,  residents  of  the  Confederate  States, 
between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  fifty,  shall  be  in  the  military  service  of  the 
Confederate  States  for  the  war. 

Sec.  S.  That  all  the  persons  aforesaid,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fortj"- 
five,  now  in  serx-ice,  shall  be  retained,  during  the  present  war  with  the  United 
States,  in  the  same  regiments,  battalions  and  companies  to  which  thej  belong  at 
the  passage  of  this  act,  with  the  same  organization  and  officers,  nnless  resalarly 
traiuferred  or  discharged,  in  accordance  vrith  the  laws  and  r^B^nlatdoiiB  tor  the 
government  of  the  Army:  Provided,  That  companies  from  one  State,  organized 
against  their  consent,  expressed  at  the  time,  with  regiments  or  battalions  from 
another  State,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  being  transferred  to  org^lzatdons  of 
troops  in  the  same  arm  of  the  service  from  the  States  in  which  said  companies 
were  raised,  and  the  soldiers  from  one  State  in  companies  from  another  State 
shall  be  allowed,  if  they  desire  it,  a  transfer  to  oi^iuiizations  from  their  own 
State  in  the  same  arm  of  the  service. 

Sbc.  8.  That,  at  the  expiration  of  six  months  trom  the  first  day  of  April  next 
a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  in  a  six  per  cent.  Oovermnent  bond,  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue,  shall  be  paid  to  every 
non-commissioned  officer,  musician  and  private  who  shall  then  be  in  the  service, 
or,  in  the  event  of  his  death  previoiis  to  the  period  of  such  payment,  then  to  the 
person  or  persons  who  would  be  entitled  by  law  to  receive  the  arrearages  of  his 

Siy ;  but  no  one  shall  be  entitled  to  the  bounty  herein  provided  who  shall,  at  any 
me  dnring  the  period  of  six  months  next  after  the  said  first  day  at  April,  be 
alMent  from  his  command  withont  leave. 

Sec.  4.  That  no  person  shall  be  I'elieved  from  the  operation  of  this  act 
reason  of  having  been  heretofore  discharged  from  the  Army,  where  no  disability 
now  exists,  nor  shall  those  who  have  furnished  substitutes  be  any  longer 
exempted  by  reason  thereof:  Provided,  That  no  person  heretofore  exempted  on 
account  of  religious  opinions,  and  who  has  paid  the  tax  levied  to  relieve  him 
from  service,  shall  be  required  to  render  military  service  under  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  That  all  white  male  residents  of  the  Confederate  States  between  the 
ages  of  seventeen  and  eighteen  and  forty-five  and  fifty  years  shall  emoll  them- 
selves, at  snch  times  and  places,  and  nnder  such  regulations  as  the  President  may 
prescribe,  the  time  allowed  not  being  less  than  thirty  days  for  those  east,  and 
sixty  days  for  those  west  of  the  Mississippi  River;  and  any  person  who  shall  fail 
so  to  enroll  himself,  without  a  reasonable  excuse  therefor,  to  be  judged  of  by  the 
President,  shall  be  placed  in  service  in  the  field  for  the  war,  in  the  same  manner 
as  though  he  were  between  the  agee  of  eighteen  and  forty-five:  Promdedj  That 
the  persons  mentioned  in  this  section  BhaU  constitute  a  reserve  for  State  aefenae 
and  detail  duty,  and  shall  not  be  required  to  perform  service  out  of  the  State  in 
wMch  they  reside. 

Seo.  6.  That  all  persons  required  by  the  fifth  section  of  this  act  to  enroll  them- 
selves may ,  within  thirty  days  after  the  passage  hereof ,  east  of  the  Mtesissippi  River, 
and  within  sixty  daysif  westof  saidriver,  form  themselvesintovolnnta^  organiza- 
tions of  companies,  battalions  or  regiments,  and  elect  their  own  officers — said 
organizations  to  conform  to  the  existing  law;  and  having  so  organized,  to  tender 
their  services  as  volunteers  during  the  war,  to  the  President;  and  if  such  organ- 
ization shall  furnish  proper  mnster-rolls,  as  now  reqtiired,  and  depont  a  cx^y 
thereof  with  the  enrolling  officer  of  their  district  (which  shall  be  equivalent  to 
enrollment),  they  may  be  accepted  as  minnte  men  for  service  in  such  State:  but 
in  no  event  to  be  taken  out  of  it.  Those  who  do  not  so  volunteer  and  organize 
shall  enroll  themBelves  as  before  provided,  and  may,  by  the  President,  be 
required  to  assemble  at  places  of  rendezvous,  and  be  formed  into  companies,  bat- 
talions and  regiments,  imder  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  him,  and  shall 
have  the  right  to  elect  their  company  and  regimental  officers;  and  all  troops 
organized  under  this  act  for  State  defense  shall  be  entitled,  while  in  actual  set  v- 
ice,  to  the  same  pay  and  allowances  as  troops  now  in  the  field. 

Sec.  7.  That  any  person  who  shall  fail  to  attend  at  the  place  of  rendezvona,  as 
required  by  the  authority  of  the  President,  without  a  sufficient  excuse,  to  be 
judged  of  by  him,  shall  be  liable  to  be  placed  in  service  in  the  field  for  the  war. 
as  if  he  were  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years. 
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Sbc.  8.  That  hereafter  the  duties  of  provoet  and  hospital  gnardu  and  clerks,  of  ' 
clerks,  gnarda,  agents,  employ^,  or  laborers  in  the  Commissary  and  Onarter- 
master's  Z>epartiiiente,  in  the  Ordnance  Department,  and  clerks  and  employtSs  of 
nvry  agenta,  as  also  in  the  execntion  of  the  enrollment  acts,  and  all  similar 
dntioB,  shall  be  performed  by  persons  who  are  within  the  ages  of  eighteen  auod 
forty-five  years,  and  who,  by  the  report  of  a  board  of  army  snrgeons,  aball 
be  reportea  as  nnable  to  perform  active  service  in  the  field,  but  capable  of  per* 
forming  some  of  the  above-named  duties,  specifying  which ;  and  when  those  per- 
sons shall  have  been  assigned  to  those  duties  as  far  as  practicable,  the  President 
shall  detail  or  assign  to  their  performance  such  bodies  of  troops  or  individuals,  < 
required  to  be  enrolled  under  the  fifth  section  of  this  act,  as  may  be  needed  for 
the  discharge  of  such  duties :  Provided,  That  persons  between 'the  ages  of  seven- 
teen and  eighteen  shall  not  be  assinied  to  these  duties :  Provided  further.  That 
nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  m  so  constmed  as  to  prevent  the  Presidrat 
from  detailing  artisans,  mechanics,  or  persons  of  scientific  skill  to  perform  indis- 
pensable duties  in  the  departments  or  bureaus  herein  mentioned. 

Sec.  9.  That  any  quartermaster  or  assistant  quartermaster,  commissary  or 
assistant  commissary,  (other  than  those  serving  with  regiments  and  brigades  in 
the  field) ,  or  ofBcer  vi  the  Ordnance  Bureau,  or  navy  ^:ent,  or  provost-marshal, 
or  officer  in  the  conscript  service,  who  shall  hereafter  employ  or  retain  in  his 
eniplosrnient  any  person  in  any  of  their  said  departments  or  onreaus,  or  in  any  of 
the  duties  mentioned  in  the  eighth  section  of  tms  act,  in  violation  of  the  provis- 
ions hereof,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  by  a  conrt-martial  or  military  court,  be 
cashiered ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  department  or  district  commander, 
npon  proof  by  the  oath  of  any  credible  perscm,  that  any  such  officer  has  violated 
this  provision,  immediately  to  relieve  suchoflScer  from  duty ;  and  said  commander 
shalltake  prompt  measures  to  have  him  tried  for  such  offense,  and  any  commander 
as  aforesaid  faiimg  to  perform  the  duties  enjoined  by  this  section,  shall,  npon  being 
duly  c<mvlcted  therera,  be  dismissed  from  the  service. 

Sec.  10.  That  all  laws  granting  exempticms  from  military  service  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed,  and  hereafter  none  shall  be  exempted  except  the  fol- 
lowing: 

I.  All  who  shall  be  held  unfit  for  military  service,  under  rules  to  be  prescribed 
by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

II.  The  Vice-President  of  the  Confederate  States ;  theniembers  and  officers  of 
Congress  and  of  the  several  State  L^islatares,  and  sncu  other  Confederate  and 
State  officers  as  the  President  or  the  Qovemors  of  the  r^pective  States  may  cer- 
tify to  be  necessury  tar  the  proper  administration  of  the  Conf  edwate  or  State 
governments,  as  the  case  may  be. 

III.  Every  minister  of  religion  authorized  to  preach  according  to  the  rules  of 
his  chnrch,  and  who,  at  the  passa^  of  this  act,  shall  be  r€«iilarly  employed  in 
the  discharge  of  his  ministeri^  duties ;  superintendents  and  physicians  or  asylums 
for  the  deaf,  dumb  and  blind  and  of  the  insane ;  one  editor  for  each  newspaper 
being  published  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  such  employes  as  said 
editor  may  certify  on  oath  to  be  indispensable  to  the  publication  of  such  news- 
T>aper ;  the  public  printer  of  the  Confederate  and  State  governments,  and  anfih 
jonmeTmen  printers  as  the  said  public  printer  shall  certify  on  oath  to  be  indis- 
pensable to  perform  iiie  public  printing ;  one  skilled  apothecary  in  each  apothe- 
cary store,  who  was  doing  business  as  such  apothecary  on  the  tenth  day  of  Octo- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  aixty-two,  and  has  continued  said  business,  without 
intermission,  since  tiiat  period ;  all  physicians  over  the  age  of  thirty  years  who 
now  are.  and  for  t^ie  last  seven  years  have  been,  in  the  actual  and  regular  prac- 
tice of  their  profession,  but  the  term  physician  shall  not  include  dentists;  tdl 
presidents  and  teachers  of  colleges,  theological  seminaries,  academies,  and  schools, 
who  have  been  regularly  engaged  as  such  for  two  years  next  before  the  passage  of 
this  act:  I^ovided,  That  the  benefit  of  this  exemption  shall  extend  to  those 
teachers  only  whose  schools  are  composed  of  twenty  students  or  more ;  all  super- 
intendents of  public  hospitals  estabusbed  by  law  before  the  passage  of  this  act, 
and  such  physicians  and  nurses  therein  as  such  superintendent  shall  certify  on 
oath  to  be  indispensable  to  the  proper  and  efficient  management  thereof. 

rV.  There  shall  be  exempt  one  person  as  overseer  or  agriculturist  on  each  farm 
or  plantation  upon  which  there  are  now,  and  were,  npon  the  first  day  of  January 
lastr  fifteen  able-bodied  field  hands,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty,  npon  the 
following  conditions:  1.  This  exemption  shall  only  be  granted  in  cases  in  which 
there  is  no  white  male  adult  on  the  farm  or  plantation  not  liable  to  military  serv- 
ice, nor  nnlees  the  person  claiming  the  exemption  was,  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  either  the  owner  and  manager,  or  overseer 
of  said  plantation  ■  but  in  no  case  shall  more  than  one  i)erson  be  exempted  for  one 
farm  or  {dantattou.  2.  Sooh  person  shall  first  execute  a  bond,  payable  to  the 
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Confederate  States  of  America,  in  each  form,  and  with  ench  Becnrity,  and  in  snch 
penalty,  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  prescribe,  conditioned  that  he  will  deliver  to 
we  Qovemment,  at  some  railroad  depot,  or  such  other  place  or  places  as  m&y  be 
designated  by  the  Secretary  ot  War,  witlun  twelve  months  then  next  ensniiiff,  aaw 
hundred  XKninda  of  bacon,  or.  at  the  election  of  the  Gtoremment,  its-eqnivalent 
in  pork,  and  one  hundred  ponnds  of  net  beef,  (said  beef  to  be  delivered  on  foot), 
for  each  able-bodied  slave  on  the  farm  or  plantation  within  the  above  eaid  a^^ee, 
whether  said  slaves  be  worked  in  the  field  or  not,  which  said  bacon  or  |>or!k  and 
beef  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  Government  at  the  prices  fixed  by  the  commisai  oners 
of  the  Stote  nnder  the  impressment  act :  Pnmided,  That  when  the  person  thus 
exempted  shall  produce  satisfactory  evidence  that  it  has  been  imi>oesible  for  him, 
by  the  exercise  of  proper  diligence ,  to  fnmish  the  amount  of  meat  thus  contracted 
tat,  and  leave  an  adequate  supply  for  the  subsistence  of  those  living  on  tlie  said 
farm  or  plantation,  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  direct  a  commutation  of  the  same, 
to  the  ertent  of  two-thirds  thereof,  in  grain  or  other  provisions,  to  be  delivered 
hy  such  person  as  aforesaid  at  equivalent  rates.  3.  Such  person  shall  further 
bind  himself  to  sell  the  marketable  surplus  of  provisions  and  grain  now  on  hxuod, 
and  which  ho  may  raise  from  year  to  year  while  his  exemption  continues,  to  the 
Qovemment  or  to  the  families  of  soldiers,  at  prices  fixed  by  the  commiasi  oners  of 
the  State  under  the  impressment  act :  iVovuled.  That  any  person,  exempted  as 
aforraaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  credit  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  any  amovuit  of 
meat  which  he  m^  deliver  within  three  months  from  the  passage  of  this  act: 
Provided  further.  That  persons  coming  within  the  provisions  of  this  exemption 
shall  not  be  deprived  thereof  by  reason  of  having  been  enrolled  since  the  first  day 
of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  exemptions,  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  may  exempt  or  detail  such  other  person  as  he  may  be  sat- 
isfied ought  to  be  exempted  on  account  of  public  necessity,  and  to  insure  the 
production  of  grain  and  provisions  for  the  Army  and  the  families  of  soldiers.  He 
may,  also,  grant  exemptions  or  details,  on  such  trams  as  he  may  preecri'be,  to 
such  overseers,  farmers  or  planters,  as  he  may  be  satisfied  will  be  more  naefol  to 
the  country  in  the  pursuits  of  agriculture  than  in  the  military  service ;  Provitied, 
That  snch  exemptions  shall  cease  whenever  the  farmer,  planter  or  overseer,  shall 
fail  diligently  to  employ,  in  good  faith,  his  own  skill,  capital  and  labor,  excln- 
sively,  in  the  production  of  grain  and  provisions,  to  be  sold  to  the  Qovemment 
and  tne  families  of  soldiers  at  prices  not  exceeding  those  fixed  at  the  time  tor  like 
articles  by  the  commissionere  of  the  State  under  the  impressment  act. 

V.  The  president,  treasurer,  auditor  and  superintendent,  of  any  railroad  com- 
pany eng^ed  in  ti-ausportation  for  the  Ckivemment,  and  snch  officers  and 
emdloySs  thereof  as  the  president  or  sux)erintendent  shall  certify,  on  oath,  to  be 
indispensable  to  the  efficient  operation  of  such  railroad :  ProtTided,  That  the  num- 
ber of  persons  exempted  by  this  act  on  an^  railroad  shall  not  exceed  one  for  each 
mile  of  such  road  in  actual  use  for  military  transportation,  and  said  exempts 
shall  be  reported  by  name  and  description,  with  the  names  of  any  who  may  have 
left  the  employment  of  said  company,  or  who  may  cease  to  be  indispensable  to  the 
efficient  operation  of  its  road,  at  least  once  a  month,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  err 
such  officer  as  he  may  designate  for  that  purpose :  And  provided  Jvrther^t  Tnat 
such  president  or  superintraident  shall,  in  each  such  monthly  report,  certify  on 
oath  that  no  person  uable  to  military  service  has  been  employed  by  his  company 
since  the  passage  of  this  act,  in  any  position  in  which  it  was  practicable  to  employ 
one  not  liable  U>  military  service  and  capable  of  performing  efficiently  the  dntiee 
of  such  position.  And  in  cases  where  railroads  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  tlie 
enemy,  and  a  portion  of  the  rolling-stock  of  such  roads  is  being  used  on  other 
roadri  not  in  the  enemy's  hands,  the  president  and  superintendent  of  said  first- 
named  roads  shall  be  exempt. 

yi.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  as  repealing  the  act 
approved  April  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  si^y-three,  entitled  "An  act  to 
exempt  contractors  for  carrying  the  mails  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  the 
drivers  of  postK;oaches  and  nacKS  from  military  service : "  Provided,  l^t  the 
exemptions  granted  under  this  act  shall  only  continue  whilst  the  persons  exempted 
are  actually  engaged  in  their  respective  pursuits  or  occnpations. 

Sbc.  11.  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  grant  details, 
under  general  rules  and  regulations  to  be  issued  by  the  War  Department,  either 
from  persons  between  forty-five  and  fift^  years  of  s^e,  or  from  the  arm^  in  the 
field,  in  all  cases  when,  in  his  judgment,  justice,  equity  and  necessity  require  snch 
details,  and  he  may  revoke  such  orders  of  details  whenever  he  thinks  proper :  /Vv>- 
vided.  That  the  power  herein  granted  to  the  President  to  make  details  and  exean{>- 
tions  shall  not  be  construed  to  authorize  the  exemption  or  detail  of  any  contractor 
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for  faniisfaing  Bumities  of  any  kind  to  the  Oovenunent,  by  reason  of  said  con- 
tract, nnlees  the  head  or  Secretary  of  the  Department  marking  such  contract  ahall 
cermy  tliat  the  peraooal  services  of  said  contracts  are  indispensable  to  the  eze- 
cation  of  the  contract :  Provided  further.  That  when  any  snoh  contracts  shall 
fail  diligently  and  faithfully  to  proceed  with  the  execution  of  such  contract,  his 
exemption  or  detail  shall  cease. 

Sec.  13.  That  in  appointing  local  boards  of  surgeons  for  the  examination  of 
perstms  liable  to  military  service,  no  member  composing  the  same  shall  be 
appointed  from  the  coanty  or  enrolling  district  in  whioh  tiiey  are  required  to 
matce  sach  examination. 

Approved  February  17, 18M. 

I.  The  Bnperintendence  of  the  measures  necessary  for  the  enroll- 
ment, examination,  enlistment,  assignment,  detail,  and  exemption  of 
all  persons  not  belonging  to  the  Army,  in  the  States  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  who  are  placed  in  the  militai^  service  by  the  above 
act  of  Congress,  is  devolved  on  the  Bureau  of  Conscription;  and  all 
officers  and  persons  assigned  or  to  be  employed  in  the  conscription 
service,  or  upon  other  duty  imposed  upon  the  Bureau,  will  be  subject 
to  its  orders,  and  their  various  acts  and  decisions  may  be  revised 
therein,  under  the  orders  and  instructions  of  the  War  Department. 

II.  The  Bureau  of  Conscription,  under  the  orders  of  the  Depart- 
ment, will  proceed  to  organize  in  every  State  eflScient  agencies  for  the 
performance  of  the  necessary  duties  imposed  by  this  order.  These 
agencies  will  consist  of  a  commandant  of  conscripts  in  each  State,  a 
suitable  number  of  camps  of  instruction,  under  the  charge  of  com- 
manders, and  enrolling  officers,  and  drill-masters,  to  t>e  appointed  or 
assigned  under  acts  of  Congress  or  the  orders  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment. The  Bureau  of  Conscription  will,  by  instructions  to  these 
officers,  designate  the  duties  that  they  shall  perform,  the  reports  that 
they  shall  make,  and  will  determine  the  enect  of  their  certificates 
and  other  official  evidence  they  maybe  required  to  give.  In  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  making  exemptions  and  details,  the  Bureau 
of  Conscription  may  from  time  to  time  organize  within  the  States 
temporary  boards  to  obtain  information  and  advice  relative  to  the 
necessity  or  propriety  of  exemptions  or  details  to  be  granted  under 
the  provisions  of  the  above  act  of  Congress. 

III.  All  applications  for  exemption  or  detail  under  this  act,  except 
as  hereafter  excepted,  and  except  such  details  as  are  required  for 
the  service  of  any  of  the  military  bureaus,  or  for  service  in  any  of 
tJie  departments  of  the  Government,  will  be  made  in  writing  to  the 
enrolling  officer  of  the  appropriate  county  or  district,  and  be  sup- 
ported by  the  affidavit  of  the  applicant  and  other  testimony  under 
oath.  The  enrolling  officer  will  indorse  his  opinion  on  each  and  every 
application,  and  transmit  it  to  the  commandant  of  conscription  for 
his  approval,  with  a  certificate  for  approvaL  If  the  enrolling  offi<%r 
approve  the  application,  he  may  grant  a  certificate  of  exemption  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  sixty  days,  which  shall  remain  in  force  for  that 
period  unless  countermanded  by  the  commandant  of  conscripts. 
Every  applicant  for  exemption  or  detail,  whose  claim  shall  be  refused 
by  the  enrolling  officer  and  commandant  of  conscripts,  will  be  allowed 
an  appeal  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  an<l  the  War  Department. 
But  nntil  the  application  has  been  made  to  the  enrolling  officer  and 
the  commandant  of  conscripts,  applications  will  not  be  entertained 
by  the  War  Department. 

IV.  Applications  for  exemptions  to  insure  the  production  of  pro- 
visions for  the  Army  and  families  of  soldiers,  and  for  the  exemption 
of  overseers,  farmers,  or  planters,  or  because  their  services  will  be 
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more  useful  to  the  public  as  agriculturists  than  in  the  military 
service,  or  of  persons  between  the  ages  of  forty-five  and  fifty,  because 
justice,  equity,  or  necessity  require  the  detail,  or  because  their  employ- 
ment is  necessary  to  the  public,  will  be  made  to  the  enrolling  officer 
in  writing,  with  an  affidavit  of  the  person  making  it,  and  accompa- 
nied with  proof  of  one  or  more  credible  witnesses.  The  application 
should  show  with  precision  the  conditions  of  the  alleged  private  or 
public  necessity,  ad\'autage,  convenience,  j  istice,  or  equity.  Among 
the  £Ebct8  to  be  stated  are  the  ability  of  tiie  party  to  produce  the  pro- 
vision or  supply  the  want  or  requirement,  the  condition  of  the  family, 
whether  any  of  the  members  belong  to  the  Army,  and  whether  some 
person  not  liable  to  military  service  cannot  be  procured  to  perform 
the  service.  If  the  decision  of  the  local  enrolling  officer  be  favorable, 
he  will  transmit  the  same  to  the  commandant  of  conscripts  for 
approval,  who  may,  if  he  approve,  grant  an  exemption  or  detail  for 
sixty  days,  and  indorse  his  action  thereon,  which  will  be  transmitted 
to  the  Bureiiu  of  Conscription.  The  Bureau  will  prepare  special 
instructions  to  guide  tlie  action  of  those  officers  in  reference  to  this 
class  of  cases. 

V.  Applications  for  certificates  of  exemption  under  the  third  article, 
tenth  section,  of  the  act  aforesaid,  and  sixth  article  of  the  same  sec- 
tion, will  be  made  in  all  cases  to  the  local  enrolling  officer,  and  his 
certificate  must  be  approved  by  the  Congre^ional  district  enrolling 
officer.  Applications  for  exemption  under  the  fifth  article  of  the 
tenth  section,  relative  to  the  exemption  of  officers  and  agents  employed 
on  railroads  may  be  made  directly  It)  the  commandant  of  conscripts 
for  the  State,  who  will  grant  the  certificate  of  exemption  authorizeil 
by  law  upon  a  compliance  with  the  conditions  contained  in  the  act  of 
Congress  by  the  oflRcers  therein  mentioned. 

VI.  The  attention  of  all  officers  of  the  Government,  and  espeeiallj^ 
of  those  IxUonging  to  the  military  departments  mentioned  then'^iii,  is 
dii'octed  to  the  language  and  purport  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  act 
of  Congress  above  recited.  Congress  has  manifested  in  various 
enactments  the  policy  to  withdraw  from  the  civil  service  all  persons 
capible  of  performing  duty  in  the  field,  and  this  section  of  the  act  is 
an  emphatic  declaration  of  that  intention,  accompanied  with  a  severe 

gaualty  to  be  imposed  upon  the  officer  who  may  frustrate  it.  The 
ureau  of  Conscription  vnlX  proceed  to  enroll  for  duty  all  i>erson8  who 
may  be  so  employed.  But,  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  and  disorder 
that  would  follow  from  the  instantaneous  execution  of  the  law,  dotAils 
may  be  granted  until  the  IQth  day  of  April  next,  for  such  of  those 
persons  as  the  head  of  any  department  or  the  chief  of  any  bureau  or 
the  principal  officer  of  the  same  in  any  State  shall  certify  to  be  nec- 
essary for  that  time  to  carry  on  the  business  in  which  they  are 
employed.  In  the  meantime,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  officers  con- 
trolling this  class  of  persons  to  substitute,  as  far  as  practicable,  per- 
sons who  ai*e  designated  in  this  act  as  proper  to  fill  such  employments 
for  those  that  are  made  liable  to  service  by  the  act.  . 

VII.  Conscripts  unfit  for  duty  in  the  field,  but  capable  of  perform- 
ing other  duties  named  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  recited,  will  be 
received  and  recommended  accordingly  by  the  board  of  examiners 
for  conscripts,  who  in  their  reports  will  state  distinctly  for  what 
service  or  for  which  department  of  the  Army  such  conscripts  are  l*est 
fitte<l;  and  commandants  of  conscripts  will  assign  them  in  accordance 
with  such  recommendations,  or,  failing  to  do  this,  will  report  for 
assignment  through  the  Bureau  of  Consca-iptiun,  to  the  chief  or  heuU 
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of  the  department  in  which  they  have  been  recomuionded  for  service, 
the  names  of  such  conscripts.  All  certificates  of  exemption  for  dis- 
ability will  be  signed  by  the  Examining  Board,  and  approved  by 
the  enrolling  oflBcer  of  the  Congpessional  district;  and  when  the  cer- 
tificate sets  forth  that  the  disability  is  decided  and  permanent,  it  will 
exempt  the  party  from  molestation  by  enrolling  oiBcerR,  nnless  others 
wise  ordered  from  the  Bureau  of  Conscription. 

VIII.  The  examining  boards  will  forwanl  one  copy  of  the  monthly 
report  of  conscripts  examined,  through  the  enrolling  officer  of  the 
Congressional  district,  to  the  commandant  of  conscripts,  who  will 
refer  the  same,  with  remarks,  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription.  The 
boards  will  also  forward  one  copy  direct  to  the  Surgeon-General. 

IX.  Mtxiienl  officers  and  employed  physicians  on  examining  boai-ds 
for  conscripts  will  not  be  assigned  to  Congressional  districts  of  which 
they  are  residents.  The  employed  physicians  will  receive  the  pay  and 
allowances  of  assistant  surgeons. 

X.  Medical  officers  detailed  for  duty  on  examining  l)oards  for  con- 
scripts will  be  directed  to  report  for  onlei-s  to  the  commandants  of  con- 
scripts of  States. 

XI.  Besides  the  offi<»rs  of  the  Confederate  and  State  governments 
particularly  named  in  the  act  of  Congress,  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Confederate  States  whose  nominations  have  l>een  made 
by  the  President  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  or  who  have  been 
appointed  by  the  judges  of  the  district  courts,  under  the  authority 
confided  by  any  act  of  Congi*e8s,  will  be  exempted  from  military  serv- 
ice until  further  orders;  also  the  judges  or  justices  of  any  supreme, 
superior,  or  circuit  court  of  any  State;  also  the  judges  of  probate, 
clerk  of  any  court  of  record,  ordinary,  sheriflf,  one  tax  collector  in 
each  county,  and  recorder  of  deeds  and  wills,  if  there  be  such  an 
officer  existing  by  law,  and  such  other  officers  of  the  State  provided 
by  law  as  the  Governor  shall  certify  to  be  necessary  to  the  proper 
administration  of  the  State  government. 

XII.  All  persons  who  have  been  exempte<l  on  account  of  religions 
faith  under  act  of  Congress  approved  11th  of  October,  1862,  and  who 
have  paid  the  tax  ot  $500  therein  provided  for,  will  be  exempt  from 
enrollment  in  the  militaiy  service. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Ac^uianl  and  Inspector  Oeneral. 


(lEN'ERAL  Orders,  )       Adjt.  akb  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  27.         J  Richniondy  March  2,  isr^. 

1.  The  attention  of  the  Army  is  calleil  to  the  second  and  third  sec- 
tions of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  V  An  act  to  organize  forces  to 
serve  dnring  the  war,"  approved  17th  of  February,  1864. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  the  persona  aforesaid,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty- 
five,  now  in  service,  snail  be  retained,  aoring  the  present  war  with  the  United 
States,  in  the  same  regiments,  battalions  ana  companies  to  which  they  belong  at 
the  passage  of  this  act,  with  tiie  same  organization  and  officers,  tmless  regularly 
transferred  or  discharged,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  and  reflations  for  the 
government  of  the  Araiy :  Provided,  That  companies  from  one  State,  organized 
against  their  consent,  expressed  at  the  time,  with  regiments  or  battalions  from 
another  State,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  being  transferred  to  organizations  ot 
taoops  in  the  same  arm  of  the  service  from  the  States  in  which  said  companies 
were  raised,  and  the  soldiers  from  one  State  in  companies  from  another  State 
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^all  be  allowed,if  they  desire  it,  a  transfer  to  organisations  from  their  own  State 
in  the  same  arm  of  the  service. 

Sec.  S.  That,  at  the  expiration  of  six  months  from  the  1st  day  of  April  next 
a  bonnty  of  one  hundred  dollars  in  a  6  per  centum  GtoTemment  bond,  which  the 
Secretary  of  t^e  Treasnry  is  hereby  authorised  to  issue,  shall  be  i>aid  to  every 
non-commissioned  officer,  musician  and  private  who  shall  then  be  in  the  eervifre. 
or,  in  the  event  of  his  death  previous  to  the  period  of  such  payment,  then  to  the 
person  or  i>er8ons  who  would  be  entitled  by  law  to  receive  the  arrean^rea  of  his 
pay ;  bnt  no  one  shall  be  entitled  to  the  bonnty  herein  provided  who  shall,  at  any 
time  daring  the  period  of  cdx  months  next  after  the  said  first  day  of  April,  be 
absent  from  his  command  without  leave. 

II.  The  generals  of  departments  will  ascertain  whether  there  be 
in  their  respective  departments  any  company  or  companies  from  one 
State  associated  with  companies  belonging  to  another  State,  either  in 
battalions  or  regiments,  who  were  placed  in  such  denizations  against 
their  consent,  expressed  at  the  time,  and  will  report  the  same  to  the 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  as  soon  as  practicable^  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  they  be  transferred,  if  they  now  desire  it,  tc  some 
organization  of  troot»  in  the  same  arm  of  the  service  fron.  the 
State  in  which  the  said  companies  were  rai^. 

III.  Measures  will  be  taken  hy  the  commanding  generals  of 
departments  to  place  in  companies  of  the  same  arm  of  the  service  in 
which  they  are  serving,  raised  in  States  to  which  they  respectively 
belong,  the  privates  who  are  serving  in  companies  raised  in  other 
States.  This  privilege  will  be  freely  granted  to  all  privates  making 
the  application.  A  private  will  be  considered  as  belonging  to  that 
State  in  which  he  was  residing  for  twelve  months  prior  to  his  enlist- 
ment. Measures  will  also  be  taken  to  have  proper  rolls  prepared  on 
the  1st  of  April,  proximo,  or  as  soon  after  as  practicable,  and  returned 
to  the  Office  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gleneral,  so  as  to  secure 
to  all  the  persons  designated  in  the  third  section  of  the  above-recited 
act  the  benefits  confeired  by  it. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 

A^idant  and  Ifispedor  General. 


War  Department, 

Bichmondy  Va.y  March  S,  1864, 

Governor  Z.  B.  VANCE, 

Raleigh,  N.  C: 

Your  Excellency:  I  am  duly  in  receipt  of  yours  of  17th  ultimo. 
I  have  already  written  you  of  the  difficulty  of  transporting  to  Wil- 
mington a  Bufficiency  of  cotton  to  meet  our  urgent  and  pressing  wants. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Sims,  chief  of  the  railroad  bnrean,  to  whom  I  had 

referred  your  letter,  returns  it  i  ndorsed ; 

All  the  rolling-stock  that  can  be  found  is  now  employed  in  running  cotton  to 
Wilmington,  and  instracttons  have  been  sent  out  to  l<Hid.  all  trains  with  Qovem- 
ment  cotton  to  the  ezclaston  of  that  owned  by  private  pEulies.  Nothing  more 
can  be  done  without  diverting  some  of  the  com  trains. 

You  will  see,  therefore,  that  every  effort  is  being  made  to  transport 
the  Government  cotton  to  Wilmington.  On  26th  ultimo  Mr.  Seixas 
was  enabled  to  borrow  600  bales  of  cotton  from  some  parties  in  Wil- 
mington, and  1  at  once  telegraphed  him  to  pay  over  300  of  them  to  your 
agent.  The  balance  of  the  debt  will  be  canceled  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
Your  obedient  servant,  very  respectfuUv, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Executive  Department,  State  of  South  Carolina, 

Columbia^  March  I864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Rie^mondy  Va.: 
Sir:  In  reply  to  yoara  of  2lHt  of  January  declining  to  dischai^  sol- 
diers appointed  to  the  military  academy  of  the  State,  I  hhIc  leave  to  call 
yonr  attention  to  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature,  h  copy  of  which  I 
inclose.*  Many  of  these  boys  entered  the  service  before  tliey  were 
sixteen  years  old,  have  fought  gallantly,  made  good  soldiers,  and 
deserve  to  be  placed  on  the  roll  of  honor,  which  a  grateful  State  has 
provided  for  such  services.  While  no  one  can  be  more  anxious  than 
myself  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  Army,  yet  I  cannot  be  insensible  to  the 
claims  of  the  State  and  the  duty  which  she  owes  to  those  gallant 
youths  who  have  so  well  maintained  her  character  and  honor  in  the 
field.  I  cannot  aijree  with  you,  without  some  qualification,  that  the 
Army  is  the  b^t  school  of  instruction.  To  one  who  has  been  well 
groanded  in  all  the  elementaiy  branches  it  may  be,  but  to  one  who 
can  barely  read  and  write,  it  is  certainly  better  to  allow  him  the 
opportunities  which  the  State  has  afforded  by  this  resolution,  and 
thus  fit  him  to  command  and  to  become  an  educated  and  accomplished 
officer.  I  a»k  also  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  number 
to  be  appointed  is  but  six  a  year,  and  all  of  these  do  not  come  from 
the  Army — not  more  than  half — as  some  are  the  sons  of  deceased 
soldiers,  and  are  taken  from  civil  life.  It  is  also  proper  to  state  that 
the  appointments  made  by  the  Board  of  Visitors  are  entirely  distinct 
and  not  included  in  the  application  here  made.  I  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  the  discharges  now  claimed  are  too  few  to  make  a  material 
diminution  of  the  Army.  I  therefore  think  it  is  due  to  the  Legisla- 
ture that  I  press  upon  you  the  propriety  of  discharging  from  service 
such  appointments  as  I  have  made  or  may  hereafter  make  nnder  this 
resolution. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  1M)N1IAM. 


Confederate  States  op  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  March  2,  IS04. 

His  Excellency  M.  L.  Bonham, 

Oovemor  of  South  Carolina^  Columbia^  8.  C: 

Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo  is  received.  In  reply  I  have  the 
h<mor  to  say  that  conscripts  are  devoted  to  the  oi^nizations  existing 
on  the  16th  of  April,  1862,  when  the  first  act  passed.  In  making 
assignments,  however,  the  principle,  which  has  been  considered  most 
equitable,  has  been  to  assign  in  the  ratio  of  deficiencies  in  each  com- 
pany until  the  minimum  fixed  by  law  is  attained  in  all,  and  the 
Conscript  Bureau  has  been  instructed  to  observe  this  rule.  I  trust 
its  equity  and  policy  will  commend  it  to  your  approval. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

*  Not  Connd. 
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Gbnerai,  Orders,  (      Ai>jt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  28.         f  Richmond,  March  4,  186i, 

I.  Paragraph  V,  General  Orders,  No.  13,  1864,  is  thus  amended: 
Officers  of  the  Qaartermaster'n  Department  will,  upon  the  requisi- 
tion of  company  commanders,  issue  clothing  directly  to  soldiers  and 
take  their  individual  receipts  therefor. 

II.  Paragraph  II,  General  Orders,  No.  67,  1863,  is  amended  as 
follows: 

If  any  cavalryman  "shall  not  keep  himself  provided  with  a  service- 
able horse,  he  shall  serve  on  foot,"  and  be  transferred  to  any  regiment 
of  infantry  from  the  State  from  which  he  volunteered  or  was  con- 
scribed  that  the  department  commander  may  order. 

III.  The  following  act  of  Congress  is  published  for  the  information 
of  the  Army: 

AN  ACT  to  allow  comtnfMiicined  officerHof  the  Army  rationB  and  tfaeprivllflgeorporeliMtogclotbiDg 
rram  the  Quarlernmstar's  Department. 

The  Congress  of  tlie  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  from  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  aU  commissioDed  officers  of  the  armies,  whilst  on  duty  in 
the  field,  or  in  the  naval  service,  whilst  afloat,  of  the  Confederate  ^ates.  aluul  be 
entitled  to  one  ration  in  kind  each,  in  qnantity  and  quality,  the  same  aa  are  now 
allowed  by  law  to  privates,  and  shall  draw  and  receive  the  same  nnder  such  regu- 
lations as  may  l>e  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  commissioned  officers  of  the  armies  of  the  Confederate  States 
shall  be  allowed  to  purchase  clothing,  and  cloth  for  clothing,  from  any  quarter- 
master, at  the  price  which  it  cost  the  QoYemment,  all  expenses  included:  Awuied, 
That  no  G|uartermaster  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  to  any  officer  any  clothing  or  clotii 
for  clothing  which  would  be  proper  to  issue  to  privates,  until  ^1  privates  entitied 
to  receive  the  same  shall  have  been  first  supplied:  Provided,  That  the  officer  offer- 
ing to  purchase  shall  give  his  certificate,  on  honor,  that  the  articles  are  necessary 
for  his  own  personal  comfort  and  use,  and  In  no  case  shall  more  than  one  suit 
per  annum  be  allowed  to  be  so  purchased  by  any  officer:  Provided,  That  no  law 
or  army  regulation  shall  hereafter  be  construed  to  allow  an  officer  to  purchase  or 
draw  from  subsistence  stores,  more  than  one  ration  a  day,  or  for  less  price  than 
the  cost  thereof,  Including  transportation. 

Sec.  8.  That  ne  officer  nnder  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  shall  hereafter  be 
entitled  to  forage,  or  commutation  for  forage,  for  more  than  one  horse,  except 
when  on  service  in  the  field. 

Approved  February  17,  1864. 

IV.  Rations  in  kind,  the  same  in  quality  and  quantity  as  are  now 
allowed  by  law  to  privatiss,  will  be  issued  to  regimental  commissioned 
officers  whilst  on  duty  in  the  field,  upon  provision  returns  approved 
by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  and  to  general  and  staff 
officers  upon  their  own  certificates. 

V.  One  ration  a  day  in  kind  may  be  purchased  by  any  officer  not 
in  the  field,  who  is  upon  duty  under  orders  from  this  office  or  from 
any  department  commander,  at  cost,  including  transportation. 

VI.  Officers  retired  in  accordance  with  the  act  to  provide  an  invalid 
corps,  approved  Febroary  17,  1864,  are  not  entitled  to  draw  or  par^ 
chase  rations  unless  assigned  to  duty  by  orders  under  the  provisions 
of  that  law. 

VII.  The  Quartermaster- General  will  issue  instructions  to  quarter- 
masters and  assintant  quartermasters  to  carry  into  effect  section  3  of 
the  above  act  and  so  much  of  section  2  of  the  same  act  as  relates  t^o 
his  department. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
AdjuUaii  and  Inspector  OeneraL 
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Circular  i  Confederate  States  of  America, 

J-    War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

No.  7.    )  Richrtumd,  Fa.,  March  ^  m4. 

Commandants  of  conscripts  vill  forthwith  order  all  oflBcers  engaged 
in  conscription  service  in  their  respective  States  to  be  examined  by 
such  medical  boards  as  may  l>e  designated  by  the  commandant,  with 
the  view  of  ascertaining  what  officers  are  ntted  for  service  in  the 
field. 

The  certificates  of  the  Examining  Board  will  recite  the  exact  stntim 
of  the  officers,  and  also  the  extent  of  any  alleged  disability,  and 
whether  said  disability  has  arisen  from  wonnds  or  disease  received  or 
contracted  while  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States. 

The  certificates  will  be  forwarded  to  this  Bureau  with  remarks  by 
the  commandants. 
By  command  of  Col.  John  S.  Preston,  superintendent: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
Assistant  Adjutani-Oeneral. 


Official  regidations  to  carry  into  effect  the  act  ^'to  impose  regulntUiUH 
upon  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  Confederate  StcUes  to  provitle  for 
the  pidAic  d^mse." 

I. — AS  TO  THE  SEA. 

1.  The  owners  of  any  vessel  intending  to  sail  from  a  Confederate 
port  with  a  cargo  consisting  in  whole  or  in  part  of  cotton,  tobacco, 
military  and  naval  stores,  sugar,  molasses,  or  liec,  shall,  before  lad- 
ing on  board  of  ftny  such  articles,  file  with  the  collector  of  the  port 
from  which  the  vessel  is  to  sail  a  copy  of  her  register  with  a  declara- 
tion of  the  names  of  the  owners  and  officers  thereof,  the  place  of  their 
birth  and  of  their  residence  for  the  preceding  year,  together  with  the 
port  or  place  to  which  the  said  vessel  propoues  to  Huil.  The  said  dec- 
laration shall  also  set  forth  the  quantity  and  value,  in  Coufedorate 
currency,  of  the  cargo  proposed  to  bo  taken  out,  as  also  the  consent 
of  the  said  owners  that  one-half  of  the  tonnage  of  the  said  vessel  may 
be  employed  by  the  Confederate  Government  for  its  own  use,  both  on 
the  outward  and  homeward  voyage,  at  the  rate  of  freight  hereinafter 
mentioned.  The  collector  shall  submit  a  statement  as  to  the  owners 
and  officers  to  the  military  commandant  of  the  port,  and  if  he  shall 
not  object  to  their  loyalty  or  to  the  sailing  of  the  vessel  for  reasons  of 
military  necessity  the  collector  shall  grant  a  permit  for  the  lading  of 
the  said  vessel,  one-half  for  account  of  the  ownere  and  one-halt  for 
account  of  the  Confederate  States. 

2.  Before  the  said  lading  shall  be  completed  the  owners  of  the  ves- 
sel shall  execute  to  the  Confederate  States  a  bond  in  double  the  value 
of  the  vessel,  with  security  deemed  adequate  by  tlio  collector,  condi- 
tioned that  she  will  pursue  the  voyage  designated,  and  that  she  will 
retom  with  reasonable  dispatch  to  a  Confederate  port  after  her  out- 
ward  cargo  shall  be  dischai^ed,  with  a  cai^o  consisting  one-half  of 
articles  not  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  Confederate  Government  and 
the  other  half  of  such  articles  as  the  Government  shall  offer  for  ship- 
ment from  such  port,  at  the  rate  of  freight  hereinafter  mentioned. 

3.  Each  shipper  of  any  portion  of  the  cargo  proposed  to  he  laden  on 
board  the  said  vessel  shall,  before  the  lading  the.i-eof,  make  applica- 
tion to  the  collector  for  a  permit  to  lade  the  same,  which  application 
shall  declare  the  articles  to  bo  shipped  and  the  quantity  aud  value 
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thereof  in  Confederate  currency,  the  port  of  destination,  and  the  name 
of  the  consignee.  A  permit  shall  be  granted  by  the  collector  if  the 
application  is  deemed  satisfactory.  The  lading  shall  be  had  under 
the  inspection  of  a  revenue  officer,  who  shall  be  chained  with  thednty 
of  seeing  that  the  goods  laden  conform  to  the  permit. 

4.  Before  the  completion  of  the  lading  on  board  or  the  granting  a 
clearance  each  shipper  of  any  portion  of  the  cargo  shall  execute  and 
deliver  to  the  collector  a  bond  to  the  Confederate  States  in  double 
the  value  of  his  shipment  in  Confederate  money,  with  security  deemed 
adequate  by  the  collector,  with  condition  that  at  least  oue-half  the 
net  proceeds  of  said  shipment  shall  be  invested  in  goods  or  articles 
not  prohibited  by  law,  and  that  the  said  goods  or  articles  shall  be 
shipped  by  the  same  or  some  other  vessel  to  the  Confederate  States 
within  sixty  days  from  the  unlading  of  said  cai^o;  or  that  the  said 
half  of  the  net  proceeds  shall  be  paid  in  coin  or  sterling  exchange  to 
the  proper  agent  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  be  reimbursed  to  the 
shipper  by  the  delivery  to  him  of  cotton  at  the  port  of  departure  in 
the  Confederate  States  at  the  rate  of  10  pence  sterling  per  pound  for 
middling  uplands. 

5.  The  freight  to  be  paid  by  the  Confederate  States  on  all  cotton 
and  tobacco  shipped  from  a  Confederate  port  shall  be  5  pence  sterling 
per  pound,  payable  on  delivery  at  the  port  of  destination  in  coin  or 
sterling  exchange.  Return  freight  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  £25  per  ton, 
payable  on  its  delivery  in  the  Confederate  port,  in  cotton  at  10  pence 
sterling  per  pound  for  middling  uplands,  and  at  a  proportionate  price 
for  cotton  of  other  qualities.  In  calculating  the  ton  of  freight  by 
weight,  2,240  pounds  shall  be  allowed ;  by  measure,  40  cubic  feet  shall 
be  allowed. 

6.  If  the  outward-bound  vessel  shall  consent,  at  the  request  of  the 
Government,  to  take  two-thirds  of  her  cargo  for  account  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  the  outward  freight  shall  be  6  pence  sterling  per 
pound;  and  whenever  the  Government  is  not  prepared  to  fill  up  any 
portion  of  the  tonnage  reserved  for  its  use  at  the  time  at  which  any 
vessel  may  be  made  ready  to  sail,  the  owners  may  fill  up  the  sam€  on 
their  own  account;  but  no  vessel  shall,  without  consent  of  the  Govern- 
ment, sail  on  her  outward  voyage  until  one-third  of  her  cargo  shall  be 
laden  for  the  nse  of  the  Government. 

7.  The  rate  of  freight  for  articles  other  than  cotton  and  tobacco 
shall  be  adjusted  at  the  same  relative  rate  and  be  payable  in  the 
same  way. 

8.  The  Government  reserves  the  right  to  limit  or  prohibit  the  ship- 
ment of  resin,  turpentine,  or  any  manufacture  thereof,  whenever 
deemed  dangerous  to  its  own  shipment. 

9.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  lading  of  the  vessel,  and  before 
receiving  her  clearance,  there  shall  be  delivered  to  the  collector,  in 
addition  to  the  usual  manifest,  another,  setting  forth  the  names,  ages, 
and  description  of  her  officers  and  crew  and  of  every  passenger 
intending  to  sail  in  her.  The  said  last-mentioned  manifest  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  commandant  of  the  port,  who  shall  thereupon  cause 
the  entire  vessel  to  be  searched,  and  if  satisfied  that  the  parties  on 
board  are  persons  who  may  safely  be  xwrmitted  to  leave  the  Confed- 
eracy, and  the  passengers  have  the  proper  passports,  he  shall  certify 
the  same  on  the  manifest  and  return  the  same  to  the  collector,  where- 
upon, and  not  before,  a  clearance  shall  be  granted  to  the  vessel,  and 
she  shall  be  permitted  to  sail. 

10.  The  owners  of  each  vessel  and  of  each  portion  of  a  cai^o  sailing 
from  a  Confederate  port  shall  bo  allowed  to  take  up  their  respective 
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bonds  by  producing  to  the  collector  the  certificate  of  the  proper  agent 
of  the  Confederate  Government  at  the  port  of  delivery,  setting  forth 
the  particolars  showin;;  that  the  said  party  has  complied  with  the 
obligation  of  the  said  bond  so  far  as  the  same  was  practicable;  and 
the  collector,  upon  being  daly  satisfied,  shall  be  authorized  to  sur- 
render the  said  bonds. 

11.  Nothing  in  these  regulations  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  con- 
flict with  the  proviso  of  the  law  which  declares  "that  nothing  in  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  Confederate  States,  or  any  of 
them,  from  exporting  any  of  the  articles  herein  enumerated  on  their 
own  account;"  nor  shall  a  bond  be  required  of  a  State  in  any  case. 

12.  The  penalties  of  all  bonds  executed  in  conformity  with  these 
r^nilntions  shall  be  recovered  in  full  on  proof  of  breatth  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  bond,  and  without  proof  of  any  damage  sufTereil  by  the 
Confederate  States  in  consequence  of  such  breach,  and  all  bonds 
shall  be  executed  in  such  force  as  to  give  effect  to  this  regulation. 

13.  Vessels  sent  into  the  Confederacy  for  the  purpose  of  exporting 
cotton  received  in  payment  of  any  Confederate  bond  or  obligation 
shall  be  subject  to  these  regulations  only  as  far  as  relates  to  such 
portion  of  the  tonnage,  if  any,  as  may  remain  vacant  after  the  lading 
of  the  cotton  received  in  payment  as  aforesaid. 

14.  The  regulations  for  overland  commerce  with  neutral  countries 
will  be  issued  separately  within  a  few  days. 

Approved. 

C.  G.  MEMMINGER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treamiry. 
JAMKS  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Approve<l  March  5,  1864. 

JEFF'N  DAVIS. 


General  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  29.         \  Richrrumd,  March  5,  I864. 

I.  The  following  act«  of  Congress  are  published  for  the  information 
of  the  Army : 

(1.) 

Alf  ACT  to  prerent  tb«  procnritie,  aldftiK,  and  BMinlliifc  |>eraoii>t  to  doMtrt  fVom  the  Knaj  of  th« 
CoDfedcnte  Sutea,  uid  for  otb«r  purpoaM. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  every  per- 
son not  subject  to  the  Roles  and  ArticleB  of  War,  who  shall  procure  or  entice  a 
soldier  or  person  enrolled  for  service  in  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  to 
desert ;  or  who  shall  aid  or  assist  any  deserter  from  the  Army,  or  any  person 
enrolled  for  service,  to  evade  their  proper  commanders,  or  to  prevent  their  arreet 
to  be  retomed  to  the  service ;  or  who  shall  knowingly  conceal  or  harbor  any  such 
deserter ;  or  shall  purchase  from  any  sfddier  or  person  enrolled  for  service  any 
portion  <rf  his  arms,  equipments,  rations  or  clothing,  or  any  property  belonging 
to  the  Confederate  States  or  any  officer  or  soldier  of  ttie  Confeiferate  States,  shall, 
upon  conviction  before  the  dismct  conrt  of  the  Confederate  Statfu,  liavin^  juris- 
diction of  the  offense,  be  fined  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and  be  impris- 
oned not  exceeding  two  years. 

Approved  January  22,  1864. 

(8.) 

AN  ACT  to  ftid  «nj  Sta(«  In  raniiniiiilutiDf;  wilb,  aoU  perfecting  racorda  oonoernlng  its  troops. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  upon  the 
applicatum  of  the  Qfurenua  of  any  of  the  Confederate  States,  the  Secretary  of 
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War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  anthorized  to  erant  passports  and  tranroortation  to  an 
officer  of  such  State,  dtily  conmussionea  according  to  the  law  of  said  State,  to 
communicate  with  its  troops  for  such  pnrposes,  and  at  Bnch  times  and  places  as 
shall  be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  such  officer  shall  be  allowed  to 
purchase  for  himself  supplies  from  the  commissary  stores,  on  the  same  terms  with 
officers  of  similar  rank  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  according  to 
the  regulations  which  govern  them :  Provided,  Such  snppUes  shall  not  exceed 
thoae  which  a  colonel  of  the  Confederate  States  is  allowed  to  purchase :  Provided, 
That  these  ^ents  shall  be  charged  with  the  duty  obtaining  from  the  ofiBcers  in 
command  oi  companies,  final  statements  of  deceased  soldiers,  to  be  filed  in  the 
Second  Auditor's  Office,  to  facilitate  the  settlement  of  such  claims. 
Apixroved  Febmary  16, 1804. 

(8.») 
(4.) 

AN  ACT  craatiDg  the  offloe  of  e&Blgn  in  the  Army  of  the  Cotirertente  States. 

7'he  Congrena  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  there  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  President,  to  each  regiment  of  infantry  in  the  Army  of  the 
Confederate  States  an  officer  to  be  known  as  ensign,  with  the  rank,  pay  and 
allowances  of  a  first  lieutenant,  whose  duty  it  shall  oe  to  bear  the  colors  of  the 
regiment,  but  without  ight  to  command  in  the  field. 

ApproTed  February  17, 1864. 

(5.) 

AK  ACT  to  aatfaorizo  the  promotion  at  offlcors,  ooifoominiMioned  offiom  M>d  priruteA  for  dtudD- 

guiBbed  akill  or  valor. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  the  President 
is  hereby  authorized  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  general  commanding  a 
department  or  a  separate  army  in  the  field,  to  fill  any  vacancy  in  the  commis- 
sioned officers  of  a  regiment  or  battalion,  by  the  promotion  to  the  same,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  of  any  officer,  non-commistdonea  officer 
or  private  who  may  have  distingnished  himself  by  exhibiting  peculiar  valor  or 
skin  on  the  battle-field :  Provided,  That  the  officer,  non-commissioned  officer  or 
private  so  recommended  and  nominated  for  promotion,  shall  belong  to  the  regi- 
ment or  battalion  in  which  the  vacancy  may  have  occurred. 

Sec.  3.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  conflict  with  the  above  provisions  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Approved  Febmary  17, 1864. 

(6.) 

AN  ACT  to  utiend  the  Bot  eDtitled  "An  act  to  provide  uid  organise  eti|[iiie«r  troope  to  BCTre  daring 
the  war,"  approved  tirentietb  Varob,  el^toen  hundred  and  Bix^*throe. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  the  above- 
recited  act  oe  so  amended  that  there  shall  be  allowed  to  each  regiment  of  engineer 
teoops  two  miartermaster-Bergeants. 

Approved Tebroary  17, 1864. 

<7.) 

AN  ACT  to  amend  the  acta  of  April  flrat,  elghteBu  hundred  and  Biitj--twn,  and  Svptumber  twenty- 
third,  eighteen  iinndred  and  siitj-two. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enaet.  That  the  acts 
approved  twenty-first  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two,  and  twenty-third 
September,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two,  regulating  the  increase  and  rank  of 
the  Corps  of  iSngineers  of  the  Provisional  Army,  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 
That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  an  additional  number  of  officers  in  the  Engineer  Corpe. 
of  the  Provisional  Army:  Provided,  That  the  whole  corps  shall  not  exceed  one 
hundred  and  twenty,  and  that  the  number  of  officers  in  each  grade  be  limited  to 
three  colonels,  four  lieutenant-colonels,  ei^t  majors,  forty-five  captains,  thirty- 
five  first  lieutenants,  and  twenty-five  second  lieutenants. 


*  Relates  to  the  snstemmce  of  prisoners  of  war,  and  is  published  in  Series  n. 
Vol.  VI,  p.  964. 
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Sec.  2.  There  m&j  be  appointed  dz  military  store-keeperB,  with  the  pay  and 
allowancea  of  captain  of  inftmtry,  who  shall  aive  each  bond  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  their  duty  as  may  be  preticribed  by  the  Secretary  of  War :  Provided, 
That  the  aaid  stcn^keepers  shall  be  appointed  from  persons  who  are  disqualified 
for  active  service  by  reason  of  wounds  received  in  the  uiilitary  service,  or  disease 
contracted  whilst  in  the  Army,  or  from  persons  over  forty-five  years  of  age. 

Approved  Febmary  17, 1864. 

(8.) 

AN  ACT  to  MDBBd  wi  aot  cntiUed  "  An  u(  to  provide  ud  ornnlM  vagjaitift  tntoM  to  Mrv«  durtsg 
the  wur,"  apprared  March  tiraatletb,  OM  thoDMtiid  eight  hondrwl  aud  alilj-three. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  nn  act  "to 
provide  and  organize  enpneer  troops  to  serve  dnring  the  war,"  approved  twen- 
tieth March,  one  thoasand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-t&ee,  be  amended  to  read  as 
follows:  That  there  shall  be  selected,  in  snch  manner  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
may  direct,  ^omeach  division  of  indfantry  in  service,  or  from  every  twelve  la- 
ments when  not  formed  into  diviaons,  one  company  of  engineer  troops,  to  consist 
of  one  hundred  men,  chosen  with  a  view  to  their  mechanical  skill  and  physical 
fitness,  and  that  the  men  assigned  to  snch  company  stiall  be  required  to  serve  in 
the  same  only  dnring  the  balance  of  their  term  of  service  respectively.  These 
companies  may  be  formed  or  recmited  from  conscripts  and  volunteers. 

Sec.  2.  That  each  company  shall  consist  of  eight  sergeants,  seven  corporals, 
forty  artificers  and  forty-five  laborers,  and  that  two  musicians  may  be  added. 

Sbc.  8.  That  the  commissioned  officers  of  each  company  shall  consist  of  one 
captain,  one  first  lieutenant  and  two  second  lieutenants;  and  that  the  original 
vacancies  in  these  companies  shall  be  filled  by  the  transfer  of  officers  of  corre- 
sponding grade  from  the  Engineer  Corps,  if  practicable,  and  where  not,  then  from 
the  other  corps  or  from  the  hne  or  staffot  the  Armv,  reference  being  always  had  to 
their  qualifications  as  engineers,  or  by  selection ;  out  no  one  shall  be  selected  who 
is  not  now  serving  in  or  with  the  Army,  unless  he  is  a  military  or  civil  engineer. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  companies  shall  be  organized  into  regiments  of  ten  companies 
each,  and  that  the  field  and  sta£^  officers  shall  consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieuten- 
ant-colonel, one  major,  one  adjutant  witii  the  ntnk  of  first  lieutenant,  one 
guarteimaster-serKeant,  and  one  sergeant-major ;  and  that  the  original  vacancies 
in  the  regiments  shall  be  tilled  in  the  manner  provided  for  filling  the  same  In  the 
companies  by  the  third  section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  That  in  each  regiment  two  of  the  companies  shall  be  assigned  to  dnty 
as  pontoniers,  and  each  be  furnished  with  a  bridge  train  complete. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Engineer  Bureau,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  shall  prescribe  the  nomber,  form,  and  dimen- 
sions of  the  wagons,  pontoons,  trestles,  tools,  implements,  arms  and  other  neces- 
saries for  all  tiie  troops  organized  by  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  That  vacancies  m  the  established  regiments  to  and  including  the  rank 
of  captain,  shall  be  filled  by  promotion  r^pmentally,  according  to  seniority, 
ezce^  in  case  of  disability  or*  other  incompetency.  The  field  officers  shall  be 
appointed  by  selections  from  the  captains  of  the  regiments  or  battalions,  except  in 
the  case  of  original  appbintment  or  vacancy  caused  by  promotion  to  original 
vacancy  of  bi^er  rank. 

Sbc.  8.  That  the  monthly  pay  of  the  engineer  troops  shall  be  as  follows :  Of  a 
colonel,  two  hundred  and  ten  dollars ;  of  a  lieutenant-colonel,  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  dollars ;  of  a  major,  one  hundred  and  siity-two  dollars ;  of  a  captain, 
one  hundred  and  forty  dollars ;  of  a  first  lieutenant,  one  hundred  dollars ;  of  a 
second  lieutenant,  ninety  dollars ;  and  the  adjntant  shall  receive  ten  dollars  per 
month  in  addition  to  his  pay  as  lieutenant. 

Sec.  9.  That  the  pay  of  the  enlisted  men  per  month  shall  be  as  follows :  The 
sergeant-major  and  qnartermaster-seageant,  each  thirty-four  dollars ;  sergeants, 
thirty-fonr  dollars ;  corponds,  tw^ty  dollars ;  artificers,  seventeen  dollars ; 
laborars  and  muacians,  thirteen  dollars. 

Sec.  10.  The  mounted  engineer  troops  maybe  selected  from  the  cavalry,  and  be 
organized  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  for  engineer  troops,  as  herein- 
before specified. 

Sec.  11.  Officers  of  the  Engineer  Corps  and  of  the  engineer  troops  of  the 
Provisional  Army  of  equal  rank  may,  with  mutual  consent,  be  transferred: 
Provided,  The  relative  rank  of  no  officer  of  either  corps  be  prejudiced  thereby. 

Approved  February  17, 1864. 
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(9.) 

A3r  ACT  to  MMDd  the  Sbc^-fllUi  ArUcfo  of  War. 

The  Congreaa  of  the  CtmfedemU  States  of  Atneriead^  That  the  Sixty-fifth 
Article  of  War  be  eo  am^ded  as  to  read  aa  follows :  Article  sixty-five.  Any  general 
officer  coromandipg  an  army  or  commandite  a  force  of  cavalry  not  with  and 
nnder  the  immediate  conmumd  of  the  commander  of  an  army,  or  other  office 
commanding  a  eeparate  department,  may  appoint  general  conrts-martial  when- 
ever necesaary.  But  no  sentence  of  a  court-martial  shall  be  carried  into  execation 
until  after  the  whole  proceedings  shall  have  been  laid  before  the  ofiScer  ordering  the 
same,  or  the  officer  commanding  the  troops  for  the  time  being ;  neither  shall  any 
sentence  of  a  general  court-martial  in  time  of  peace,  extending  to  the  loss  of  life, 
the  dismission  of  a  ocnumissioned  officer,  or  which  shall,  dther  in  time  ot  peace 
or  war,  respect  a  general  oiBcer,  be  carried  into  execntion  nntU  after  the  whole 
proceedings  shall  have  been  transmitted  to  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  to  be  laid 
before  the  E*resident  of  the  Confederate  States  for  his  confirmation  or  dis^proTal 
and  orders  in  the  case.  All  other  sentences  may  be  confirmed  and  executed  by 
the  officer  ordering  the  court  to  assemble,  or  the  commanding  oflBcer  for  the  time 
being,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Approved  February  17,  1864. 

(10.) 

AN  ACT  to  Mnenti  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  organise  military  conrta  to  attend  the  Army  of  tbe 
Gonrederat«  Stated  in  the  field,  and  to  define  the  puwera  of  aatd  courta." 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  the  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  organize  military  courts  to  attend  the  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States  in  the  field,  and  to  define  the  powers  of  said  courts,"  be  so  amended  as  to 
authorize  the  President  to  establish  one  in  North  Alabama,  which  shall  sit  at 
such  times  and  places  as  said  court  may  direct,  and  shall  have  all  lAie  powers  and 
jurisdiction  given  to  said  military  courts  by  said  act ;  but  the  judges  thereof  shall 
give  ten  davs'  notice  of  the  times  and  places  of  holding  said  conrts  before  the 
same  are  held :  Prainded,  however.  That  said  court  shall  cease  to  exist  after  one 
year  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  unless  longer  continued  by  CongresB. 

Approved  February  13, 1864. 

(11.) 

AN  ACT  to  aattaoriw  the  PnaUaDt  to  eatabliah  addltfauul  taUltary  eourU. 

The  Congress  of  Vie  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  in  addition 
to  the  military  conrts  now  authorised  by  law,  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  appoint  a  military  court  to  attend  any  division  of  cavalry  in  the 
field,  and  also  one  for  each  State  within  a  military  department,  whenever,  in  his 
judgment,  such  courts  would  promote  the  public  interest ;  which  courts  shall  be 
organized,  and  have  the  same  powers  and  duties,  and  the  members  thereof 
appointed  asprovided  by  law. 

Apiffoved  February  16, 1864. 

(la.) 

AK  act  to  Hnend  an  act  entitled  "An  Mt  to  orguiiBe  miUtanr  eonrte  to  etteod  tbe  Amy  of  the 
Oonftderate  States  In  the  field,  and  to  define  the  powm  of  said  wnrta,**  approrad  Ootober  ntBth, 
el^teen  hnndred  and  alxty-two. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  when  two  or 
more  army  corps  are  united  in  the  same  army,  charges  shall  be  referred  to  said 
courts,  and  their  proceedings  be  subject  to  review  by  the  army  commander,  as  in 
the  case  of  general  conrts-martial ;  and  that  the  jurisdiction  of  each  of  said  courts 
shall  extend  to  any  person  connected  with  the  army  of  which  the  corps  to  which 
the  court  is  attached  may  be  a  part,  without  being  limited  to  members  of  the 
particular  corps  to  which  said  court  may  be  attached. 

Sec.  2.  Iliac  when  the  corps  to  which  any  militfuy  court  may  be  attached 
shall,  from  any  cause,  cease  to  exist  as  such,  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  assign 
the  members  and  officers  of  such  court  to  any  other  nnsnpplied  carm,  or  other 
subdivisiou  of  any  of  the  armies  of  the  Confederate  States,  where  a  military  court 
may  be  needed ;  and  exchanges  and  transfers  of  individnal  members  and  officers 
from  any  one  court  to  another ,  may  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  applica- 
tion of  the  parties  concerned ;  the  consent  of  the  commander  or  commanders  of 
the  army  or  armies  to  which  the  particular  conrts  may  belong  having  been  first 
obtained  to  such  exchange  or  transfer. 
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Sec.  S.  That  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  which  this  is  amendatory  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  so  amended  as  to  extend  the  joriadicton  of  the  mUitaiy  coarts 
to  all  offenders  below  the  grade  of  lieutenant-general. 

Approved  Febroazy  17, 18S4. 

(18.) 

AN  ACT  to  ooofer  addttloiul  powsn  apon  ooorU-nurtlftl  and  mlllt&rv  coart*. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  any  mili- 
tary court  or  court-martial  convened  within  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States 
shall  have  power  to  summon  as  a  witness  before  it  any  citizen  of  the  State  in 
which  said  conrt  may,  at  the  time,  hold  its  session ;  and  any  citizen  disobeying 
said  snmmons,  npon  information  given  thereof  by  the  jadge-advocate  of  said 
military  conrt  or  conrt-martial  to  the  judge  of  the  district  conrt  of  the  Confeder- 
ate States  for  the  district  in  which  said  dozen  may  reside,  shall  be  subject  to  the 
same  penalties  as  for  disobedience  of  an  order  of  said  district  court ;  or,  on  appli- 
cation of  the  jndge-advocate,  such  citizen  witness  may,  by  military  force,  be 
arrested  and  brought  before  said  military  court  or  court-martial  by  order  of  the 
commander  of  the  Army,  and  may  be  held  in  close  confinement  untilhe  or  she  shall 
consent  to  testify. 

Sec.  3.  That  any  citizen  witness  appearing  upon  being  summoned,  as  provided 
in  thisact.  shall  be  paid  such  reasonable  amount  for  bis  or  her  attendance  as  the 
commander  of  the  Army  shall  deem  reasonable,  which  payment  shall  be  made  by 
any  paymaster,  npon  the  certificate  of  said  oommandw,  specifying  the  amount. 

Aptsoved  February  17, 1804. 

(14.) 

AH  ACT  to  antborlw  eommaBden  of  corps  and  deparUnenU  to  dewil  fl«ld  offlcars  h  memben  of 
mllltujr  ooorte,  and«r  oorwin  dreunwtuioM. 

The  Congress,  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  command- 
iTH  of  corps  and  departments  be.  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  detail  field 
fficers  as  members  of  military  courts,  whenever  any  of  the  judges  of  said  courts 
aOaXl  be  disqualified  by  consanguinity  or  affinity,  or  unable,  from  sickness  or  other 
onavddable  cause,  to  attend  said  courts. 

Approved  February  6,  1864. 

(15.) 

AX  ACT  to  Mnead  an  set  entitled  "An  not  to  punish  dronkenoMia  In  the  Armj,"  approved  April 
twentr-Snt,  eighteen  hundred  and  ilxly-tvo. 

The  Congress  the  Confederate  States  of  AmerUM  do  etiact.  That  the  juris- 
diction conferred  t^pon  courts  of  inquiry  in  the  act  above  recited  is  twreby 
repealed,  and  the  said  jurisdiction  is  hereby  conferred,  for  the  punishment  of  the 
offence  therein  named,  npon  the  military  courts  and  general  courts-martial  con- 
vened in  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States ;  and  the  proceedings  therein  shall 
be  subject  to  review  as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  ii.  That  any  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States  is  herebv  authorized  to  make 
report  of  any  violation  of  the  iwovisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amend- 
ment, in  the  same  manner  as  amaem  of  the  Army  are  now  required  to  do. 

Sec.  3.  Upon  any  trial  for  drunkenness,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  prove,  without 
^>ecial  char^,  that  the  accused  is  of  intemperate  habits ;  and  if  the  court  shall 
find  that  he  is  of  such  habits,  he  shall  be  cashiered  or  otherwise  ponished,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court. 

Approved  February  17, 1664. 

(16.) 

AS  ACT  to  anUiorlie  the  orfcaniiatioo  of  aaxillary  bareaua  of  the  War  Department  veat  of  the 

Hiaalosippi  River. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  under  the 
direction  of  the  R-esident,  such  bureaus  or  agencies  of  the  War  Department  may 
be  organized  weet  of  the  Mis8issii>pi  River  as  the  public  service  may  require, 
which  shall  be  auzitiary  to  the  similiar  bureaus  of  said  Department  established 
by  law,  and  shall  perform  such  duties  as  may  be  directed  by  instructions  from 
theSecretary  of  War,  or  the  general  commanding  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
memt,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  War  Department. 
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Seo.  3.  Sach  staff  ofBoers  and  clerks  may  be  assigned  to  duty,  or  appointed  by 
the  President  in  these  bnreauB.  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  service ;  and  ander 
authority  from  the  President,  the  sjeneral  commanding  in  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department  may  assi^  sach  officers  to  duty,  or  make  appointments  therein,  sab- 
ject  to  the  approval  of  the  President :  Provided,  That  no  clerk  employed  under 
this  act  shall  be  allowed  a  salary  exceeding  $3,000  per  annum,  or  be  liable  to 
military  duty. 

A^^ved  February  17, 1864. 

(17.) 

AH  ACT  ftuthoriEfng  ohapUlns,  in  certftln  omm,  to  drftw  forage  for  one  horae. 

The  Con^e88  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  chaplains  in 
fhe  Armvy  in  actual  service  in  the  field,  shall  be  entitled  to  draw  forage  for  one 
bone :  Provided^  The  chaplain  has  a  horse  in  his  use. 

Approved  January  SS,  1864. 

(la) 

AN  ACT  EsUting  to  the  appolnbont  of  a  genenl  and  llrateunt-gaMnla. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  the  Presi- 
dent may  appoint  one  general  in  the  Providonal  Army  of  the  Gtnofederate  States, 
when,  in  his  discretion,  it  shall  be  deemed  neoeasary  and  prcnper,  for  the  com- 
mand of  the  Trans-Missisrippi  Military  Department,  by  xdA.  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  President  may,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  appoint  lieutenant-generals  in  the  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States,  when,  in  his  discretion,  it  shall  be  deemed  necessary  for  tlie  command  of 
any  one  of  the  military  departments. 

Sec.  8.  That  the  officers  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  con- 
tinue to  hold  the  rank  herein  provided,  so  long  as  they  shall  efficiently  discharge 
the  duties  in  command  of  said  several  departments,  and  no  longer,  bat  will 
resume  thereafter  their  former  rank  in  the  service.  . 

Approved  February  17, 1864. 

(W.) 

A  BILL  tonpealaa  MttootXMiliebMidiiof  putiHui  rangnra.  apxtroved  April  twenty- fin t,  dghteai 
himdz«d  Mid  stzty-two,  and  for  other  parposea. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  the  act  of 
Congress  aforesaid  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed :  Provided,  That  organi- 
zations of  partisan  rangers  acting  as  regular  cavalry  at  thepassage  of  this  act, 
shall  be  continued  in  their  present  organization :  Provide,  Tney  shall  hereafter 
be  considered  as  regular  cavalry  and  not  as  partisan  ran^rs. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  the  bands  of  partisan  rangers  organized  under  the  said  act, 
may,  as  the  interests  of  the  service  allow,  be  united  with  other  organizations,  or 
be  organized  into  battalions  and  regiments,  with  the  view  to  bringing  them  under 
the  general  conditions  of  the  Provisional  Army  as  to  discipline,  control  and 
movements,  under  such  reflations  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  8.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  be  auth<»ized,  if  he  deems  proper,  for  a 
time,  or  permanently,  to  except  from  the  operati<m  of  this  act  such  companies  as 
are  serving  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  and  nndOT  such  conditions  as  he  may 
prescribe. 

Approved  February  17, 1864. 

By  order:  S.  COOPER, 

Adjviant  and  Inspector  Oeneral. 


Special  Orders,  |         Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  54.         f  Richmond^  March  5,  1864. 

I.  The  following  act  of  Congress  and  the  joint  resolution  constniing 
the  same  are  pnb&hed  for  the  information  of  all  concerned : 

AK  ACT  to  inoreaM  tbo  compensation  of  certain  oivil  oQlcert  and  employfta  In  the  Prealdant'a  Oflkw 
and  Is  Uie  ExecntlTO  and  Leglslattva  Depaitmenta,  at  Riclimond,  for  a  Umited  poited. 

Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  tiie  salaries 
and  fxmipensation  of  all  civil  officers  and  employds  in  the  President's  Office,  and  in 
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Uie  ExecntiTe  and  Legislative  Departments,  at  Richmond,  whose  compensation  or 
salaries  do  not  exceed  the  som  of  t3>000  per  annum,  shall  be  increaBcd  from  tiie 
passage  of  this  act  to  the  15th  of  Hay,  1864,  at  tiie  rate  of  100  per  cent,  per 
annam :  Provided,  The  same  shall  not  oe  thereby  increased  beyond  the  rate  of 
$3,000  per  annmn ;  and  the  salaries  of  all  said  officers  whose  compensation  is  above 
$8,000,  and  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $3,000  per  annnm,  shall,  for  the  same  period 
of  time,  be  increased  at  the  rate  of  60  per  cent,  per  annom ;  bnt  it  is  hereby 
expressly  declared  that  the  increased  compensation  provided  for  by  this  act,  shall 
not  be  paid  to  any  officer  or  employ6  in  any  Executive  Department  of  the  (Govern- 
ment, who  ia  liable  to  perform  mihtary  duty,  or  is  able  to  bear  arms  in  the  field, 
unless  anch  officer  or  employ^  shall  fim  obtain  a  certificate  from  the  head  of  the 
department  in  which  he  ia  engaged,  that  his  services  are  absolutely  necessary  to 
the  Government,  and  that  his  place  cannot  be  supplied  by  any  one  known  to  the 
head  of  the  department  who  is  not  subject  to  military  duty,  which  said  certificate 
shall  be  filed  vrith  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  before  the  money  is  paid ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Secretary,  at  the  beginning  of  each  session,  to  com- 
mnnicate  a  list  of  all  sach  certificates  to  Congress :  Provided,  That  no  clerk  who, 
by  Tirtne  of  a  military  ccnmnission,  receiTes  rattans,  or  (xmunntation  of  rationa, 
^all  be  entitled  to  the  oeneflts  of  thto  act. 
Approved  January  80, 1864. 

J0I2FT  KBSOLCTION  cotutrolng  mi  "Act  to  InonM*  the  ooniMtiMUoti  of  fllvil  ofBom  Md 
onpbiTte  in  the  PrMideDt'a  Offloe  ukI  in  tha  ExsoaUve  and  IieglsUuv*  DepvtmeuU,  at  Ktohtaoiid, 
for  ft  llniited  period."  approved  Janiitfy  30, 18M. 

Resolved,  That  the  "Act  to  increase  the  compensation  of  certain  civil  officers 
and  employee  in  the  President's  Office  and  in  the  Executive  and  Legislative 
Departments,  at  Richmond,  for  a  limited  period,"  approved  January  80,  1864,  be, 
ana  the  same  is  hereby,  construed  so  as  to  embrace  soldiers  detailea  for  clerical 
duty  in  Bichmond. 

By  oommand  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
AssistatU  A^jutarU-Chnend. 


Niter  and  Mining  Bureau, 

Richmond,  Va.,  March  5,  I864. 

Capt.  William  Gabbett, 

Supt.  Districts  Nos.  8  and  &,  Bltte  Mountain^  Ala.: 

The  attention  of  district  superintendents  of  the  niter  and  mining 
service  ia  called  to  General  Orders,  Nos.  18  and  26,  current  series. 

Iq  all  districts  exposed  to  the  enemy  a  military  organization,  with 
simple  drill  for  an  irregular  force  moving  rapidly,  will  be  arranged 
by  each  superintendent,  to  embrace  all  the  workmen  who  can  he  con- 
veniently assembled  on  short  notice.  To  retain  unquestioned  control 
over  the  men  it  is  essential  that  each  superintendent  should  command 
as  field  ofl&cer,  always  bearing  in  mind  that  "military  orders  must  be 
subordinate  to  work."  Beyond  this  the  organization  will  conform 
as  closely  as  possible  to  the  "local  defense  act."  Arms  will  be 
furnished  on  requisition. 

When  such  oi^nization  is  completed  the  superintendent  will  report 
the  fact  to  the  general  commanding  district  or  department,  and,  rep- 
rosenting  the  urgent  requisitions  for  ordnance  stores  upon  the  niter 
and  mining  service,  will  stato  the  wish  of  the  Secretary  of  War  that 
their  force  shall  only  be  called  ofiF  in  extreme  cases  and  returned  at 
the  earliest  moment. 

AH  interruptions  of  work  in  violation  of  General  Orders,  No.  18, 
will  be  promptly  reported  for  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
a  concise  statement  of  names,  dates,  and  facts.  To  the  ofi&cer  so 
oflCending,  if  claiming  to  act  under  superior  orders,  a  ccdm  protest 
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will  be  made,  if  possible  in  writing,  fixing  a  distinct  responsibility 
apon  his  actions  for  damage  thereby  inflicted  upon  the  service.  At 
the  same  time  all  reasonable  aid  will  be  extended  to  officers  of  the 
enrolling  service  acting  in  the  proper  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Special  attention  is  directed  to  the  absence  of  restriction  upon  the 
labor  of  the  niter  and  mining  serrioe  in  the  act  **to  organize  forces 
for  the  war." 

The  officers  of  this  service,  thus  placed  upon  honor,  are  expected  to 
exercise  unusual  vigilance  in  sending  to  the  Army  every  man  that  can 
possibly  be  spared  by  substituting  therefor  exempt  and  negro  labor. 
Clerical  work  must  be  performed  by  those  who  cannot  render  field 
service,  special  care  being  taken  to  employ,  where  practicable,  refugee 
ladies  in  needy  circumstances. 

In  all  these  arrangements  results  must  first  be  studied.  Returns  of 
material  must  be  increased,  not  diminished.  Where  this  can  be  done 
by  substituted  labor  especial  credit  will  be  awarded,  but  until  the 
Secretary  of  War  shall  see  proper  to  recall  the  conscript  labor  at 
present  employed  usefully  and  eflfectively,  the  superintendent  can 
continue  existing  arrangements  rather  than  risk  a  deficient  supply. 

The  charge  indicated  in  these  instructions  calls  for  a  peculiar  degree 
of  devotion  and  personal  forbearance.  While  the  frequent  misap- 
preciation  of  labors  so  important  is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  yet,  under 
the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  it  remains  for  the  corps  to  press  on 
quietly,  resolutely,  and  most  earnestly  iu  the  effort  to  do  double  duty 
during  the  present  critical  campaign. 

I.  M.  ST.  JOHN, 

lAeiUenard-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 


Atlanta,  March  S,  1864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions!  returned  home  after 
the  adjournment  of  Congress  and  proceeded  at  once  to  encourage  the 
raising  and  organization  of  volunteer  companies,  battalions,  and 
regiments,  to  be  composed  of  persons  between  seventeen  and  eighteen 
and  forty-five  and  fifty  years  of  age,  under  tlie  late  military  bill  for 
State  defense,  &c.  I  wrote  Governor  Brown,  asking  his  co-operation, 
and  incl<»4e  herewith  an  exact  copy  of  his  reply,  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  the  proposed  oi^anization  of  this 
class  of  troops  will  be  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  soon  to  assemble 
in  extra  session.  In  my  efforts  to  get  volunteers  I  find  the  young 
men  disposed  to  come  promptly  forward,  but  the  men  over  forty-five, 
with,  few  exceptions,  refuse  to  volunteer,  giving  as  a  reason  that  it 
will  be  time  enough  to  do  so  when  called  out  by  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent. In  view  of  this  state  of  affairs  I  beg  to  suggest  that  it  would 
greatly  facilitate  volunteering  if  the  President  would  issue  his  order 
allowing  a  limited  time  within  which  to  volunteer,  and  upon  failure 
to  do  80  to  be  enrolled.  I  have  about  twenty  companies  in  process  of 
oi^anization,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  send  you  before  the  expiration 
of  the  present  month  the  muster-rolls  of  two  or  more  regiments. 
Please  send  me  such  instructions  as  may  be  necessary,  and  if  deemed 
advisable  submit  this  letter  and  inclosure  to  the  President. 

With  sentiments  of  highest  esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LUCIUS  J.  GARTRELL. 
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[  First  iDdoranDaot.  ] 

March  12, 1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  President  for  information  as  to  the 
views  of  Governor  Brown,  of  Oeoma,  in  relation  to  the  reserve  forces. 

J.  A.  S., 

Secretary. 

{Saeoad  IndoneiiMnt.] 

The  law  is  oar  guide.  Has  not  the  call  been  made  and  a  term 
allowed  for  voluntary  oi^anizations? 

J.  D. 

[TUid  fadonMBMot.] 

March  19,  1864. 

To  Ck>nacript  Bureau  with  the  President's  inquiry  and  report  for 
reply. 

J.  A.  S., 

Secrdary. 

[Fourth  IndorMmetit.] 

Bureau  op  Conscription, 
JRichmond,  March  UJ^  J86i. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  attention  invited 
to  paragraph  XIX  of  Circular  No.  8,  from  this  Bureau. 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
CoUmd  and  Superintendent 

[Inehwue.] 

MiLLBDGBViLLE,  March  i,  isej^ 

Col.  L.  J.  Gartrbll: 

Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  I  stat«  that  I  can  make  no  state- 
ment about  the  enrollment  of  men  between  forty-five  and  fifty  till  I 
know  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature  soon  to  assemble.  When  last 
in  session  they  passed  an  act  directing  me  to  have  enrolled  all  such 
for  State  defense,  and  I  do  not  know  that  tliey  will  recognize  the  right 
of  the  Confederate  Government  now  to  take  them  all  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  State.  If  conscription  is  legal  and  constitutional,  as  our 
courts  hold,  for  raising  armies  in  the  proper  sense  of  that  term,  it 
does  not  follow  that  Congress  is  authorized  to  take  into  its  own  hands 
the  internal  police  regulations  of  the  States  and  deprive  the  States  of 
the  power  to  execute  their  own  laws  or  to  suppress  internal  insur- 
rections. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  Ac, 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN. 


Ck>KFKDBRATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WaR  DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  March  5,  I864. 

His  Excellency  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Qovemor  of  North  Carolina: 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo 
relative  to  an  apprehended  collision  between  the  Confederate  and  State 
authorities  in  the  enforcement  of  the  recent  law  of  Congress  abolish- 
ing conscription.  You  cannot  deprecate  more  a  collision  of  such  a 
character,  nor  be  more  anxious  to  avoid  it,  than  myself,  and  yet  I  am 
unable  to  perceive  how  naturally  or  rightfully,  in  the  eufoioemeut  of 
the  law,  such  collision  can  occur. 
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The  decision  of  Judge  Pearson  on  the  constitutional  ity  of  the  law 
abolishing  sulwtitntion  appears,  to  my  humble  judgment,  strange  and 
clearly  incorrect,  and,  being  contrary  to  the  general  course  of  decision 
and  received  opinion,  and  only  in  a  case  at  chambers,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  settling  the  law.  An  appeal  has  therefore  been  directed  in 
the  particular  case,  and  the  enrolling  officers  directed  to  proceed  in 
enrolUng  under  the  law.  Judge  Pearson's  decision,  found  even  inac- 
curate, is,  of  course,  until  reversed,  the  law  of  the  particular  case, 
and  will  be  respected  as  such.  Ko  effort  will  therefore  be  made  to 
arrest  or  enroll  the  man  temporarily  discha^ed  by  him,  and  how  then 
can  any  x)0S8ible  obligation  be  imposed  on  you  to  execute  the  jndg- 
ment  or  protect  that  man  ?  You  have,  I  presume,  been  inaccurately 
informed,  or  have  incorrectly  presumed  the  action  of  the  enrolling 
officers  would  be  against  that  man.  In  other  cases  arising  under  that 
special  law,  or  others  imposing  military  service,  when  persons  seeking 
to  avoid  military  service  sue  out  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  officers  are 
instructed  not  to  appear  with  the  person,  but  to  make  return  accord- 
ing to  the  precise  and  clear  provision  of  the  late  law,  that  the  person 
is  held  by  authority  of  the  President  for  attempting  to  avoid  military 
service.  The  act,  then,  by  its  plain  language,  not  susceptible  of 
doubt  or  misconst»*uction,  suspends  the  writ  so  long  as  the  writ  is  In 
force.  It  cannot  be  presumed  that  any  judge  will  be  guilty  of  the 
judicial  usurpation  of  disregarding  such  return  and  attempt  to  enforce 
the  writ.  Should  such  assumption  be  practiced,  collision  would  only 
lesult  from  the  wanton,  tinauthorized  attempt  by  violence  to  take 
from  the  Confederate  officer  the  person  of  the  petitioner,  or  to  take 
the  officer  himself  for  punishment.  In  such  event  the  State  authori- 
ties could  clearly  not  be  justified  in  such  acts  of  aggressive  violenco, 
and  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  advert  to  what,  under  his  oath  of 
office,  would  be  the  plain  duty  of  the  President  to  see  to  the  due 
enforcement  of  the  laws  and  the  protection  of  Confederate  officers 
acting  in  conformity  to  them.  You  wiU  the  more  readily  appreciate 
this  obligation,  because  in  another  aspect,  under  a  mistaken  concep- 
tion of  the  proposed  action  of  the  Confederate  Government,  you  have 
seen  no  alternative  to  the  discharge  of  a  kindred  duty. 

In  view  of  the  facts  as  they  exist,  and  of  the  proposed  action  of  the 
Confederate  Government,  I  trust  all  apprehension  of  collision  may  be 
dismissed,  and  yet  there  will  not  be  the  necessity  of  foregoing,  during 
the  ensuing  critical  campaign  (on  which  the  civil  liberties  of  all  may 
depend),  tne  services  of  a  considerable  number  of  efficient  soldiers, 
which  the  arrangement  yon  suggest  would  withdraw,  to  await  a 
judicial  adjudication,  which,  I  am  nappy  to  think,  cannot  be  doubtf  uL 
Very  truly,  yours, 


General  Orders,  i       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 


I.  The  following  act  of  Congress  concerning  impressments,  and  the 
*  instructions  of  the  War  Department  respecting  it,  are  published  for 
the  information  and  direction  of  all  concerned: 

AN  ACT  to  Muend  "  Ad  act  to  regnlBte  iinpreasmeiit«,"  approved  Uafch  twenty-Bixtb,  «ighteeB 
hundred  and  slxiy-tfaree,  and  to  lepsal  an  act  amendatory  tbnwtf,  approyed  April  twen^-aeventb, 
•l^ttean  hnadrea  and  aixty-three. 

T7te  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  in  all  caaee 
where  property  is  impressed  for  the  use  of  the  Army  or  Navy,  or  tax  other  public 


JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Seoreiary  of  War, 


No.  30. 


Richmondy  March  7,  186Jj^. 


CONFBDEBATE  AUTHORITIES.  199 

ase,  tmder  said  act,  tbe  same  shall  be  pud  for  at  the  time  of  said  impressment, 
onlees  an  appeal  shall  be  taken  from  said  valuation,  as  hereimtfter  provided, 
according  to  Uie  valuation  agreed  npon  between  the  parties,  or  ascertained  by 
loyal  andmsinterested  citizens  of  the  city ,  connty ,  or  parish  in  which  Uie  impress- 
ment may  be  made,  in  tbe  manner  and  according  to  the  r^^ala^ons  provided  in 
the  first,  second,  and  third  sections  of  the  above-recited  act,  or  in  the  eighth  sec- 
tion thereof,  where  it  is  applicable. 

Sec.  2.  Whenever  the  omcer  making  the  impressment  of  property,  under  the 
iict  hereby  amended,  shall  believe  that  the  appraisement  is  fair  and  jnst,  he  shidl 
indorse  ms  approval  npon  the  appraisement,  and  make  payment  accordingly; 
bat  if  he  shall  believe  that  it  is  not  fair  and  just,  then  he  shall  refuse  to  approve, 
and  indorse  the  reasons  of  his  refasal  on  the  certificate,  and  shall  have  the  right  to 
aroeal  from  the  decisifm  of  the  appraisers,  by  reporting  the  case  to  the  c(HumiB- 
sumers  appointed  under  said  act,  to  which  tms  is  an  amendment,  for  their  decis- 
ion, whose  judgment  shall  be  final,  and  in  the  meantime  the  property  shall  be 
held  and  appropriated  bv  the  officer  impressing  the  same,  who  snail  give  a  receipt 
therefor  to  the  owner,  wno  shall  also  have  the  right  of  appeal,  as  herein  provided. 

Skc.  8.  The  said  commissioners  shall  have  power  to  summon  and  examine  wit- 
nesses to  enable  them  to  fix  the  value  of  property  impressed,  which  shall  be  a 
joBt  compensation  for  the  property  so  impressed,  at  the  time  and  place  of  impress- 
ment, and  when  the  commissioners  shall  nave  fixed  the  value  of  property  in  cases 
of  appeal,  they  shall  fnmidi  the  owner  and  impressing  (rfDcer  wilA  a  statement 
of  snch  value,  which  valuation  by  the  oommissioners  shall  be  witUn  three 
months  from  the  time  of  impressment. 

Sec.  4.  That  said  comnussioners  shall  be  sworn  faithf ally  to  discharge  all  their 
dnties  under  this  act,  and  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  tenth  section  of  the  act,  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  be 
stricken  out,  and  the  following  inserted  instead  thweof :  "  No  slave  laboring  on 
a  farm  or  plantation  exclnsiTel^  devoted  to  tlie  production  of  grain  or  provisimis, 
shall  be  tajcen  for  public  use  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  except  in  case  of 
nrgent  necessity,  and  upon  the  order  of  the  general  commanding  the  department 
in  which  said  farm  or  plantation  is  situated. ' 

Sec.  6.  That  the  act  amendatory  of  the  above-recited  act,  approved  April 
twenty-seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-tliree,  and  so  much  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  said  act  as  requires  an  affidavit  to  be  made  by  the  owner  or  his  E^nt, 
that  such  property  was  grown,  raised  or  produced  by  said  owner,  or  held,  or  has 
been  purchased  by  him,  not  for  sale  or  spectilation,  but  for  his  own  use  or  con- 
snmption,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rc^iealed. 

Sec.  7.  That  no  impressment  ahall  be  made  nnder  this  act,  or  the  act  to  which 
this  is  amendatory,  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  contractors  with  the  Oovemment. 

Sec.  8.  Nothing  in  this  act  sludl  be  construed  to  authorize  the  impressing  offi- 
cer to  enter  an  appeal  frcon  any  decision  of  the  local  appraisers,  under  the  sev- 
enth section  of  the  act  to  which  uds  is  amendatory. 

Approved  Febroary  16, 1864. 

IL  ImpresBments  according  to  thin  act,  and  the  act  to  wMch  this  is 
an  amendment,  may  be  made  for  necessary  supplies  for  the  Confeder- 
ate armies  in  tlie  field,  and  for  their  accumulation  in  magazines  and 
at  posts  and  depots,  and  to  carry  on  the  various  operations  of  the 
military  bureaus  connected  with  the  War  Department,  whenever  the 
same  cuinot  be  obtained  by  contract. 

ni.  They  may  be  made  under  orders  from  the  generals  commanding 
armies,  departments,  corps,  divisions,  and  by  commanders  of  detached 
parties,  when  a  necessity  arises  therefor.  These  orders  may  be  exe- 
cuted by  appropriate  officers  of  the  staff  belonging  to  the  army.  The 
chiefs  of  the  various  bareans  will  designate  the  officers  and  persons 
who  shall  be  competent  to  make  impressments  under  the  authority 
conferred  upon  them. 

IV.  Before  any  impressment  shall  be  made  the  impressing  officer 
or  his  agent  will  make  an  oflFer  to  the  owner,  his  bailee  or  agent,  in 
writing,  for  the  purchase  of  the  property,  describing  the  property  he 
wishes  to  purchase,  the  price  he  is  willing  to  pay,  and  the  mode  of 
payment,  and  stating  that  upon  a  refusal  to  accept  the  same  compen- 
sation will  be  made  according  to  the  acts  of  Congress  for  the  regulation 
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of  impressments.  This  notice  will  be  considered  as  binding  the  prop- 
erty until  the  completion  of  the  negotiation  for  the  sale  and  transfer 
of  the  same  to  the  impressing  officer.  The  property  will  remain  in 
the  custody  of  the  owner  and  at  his  risk  during  the  pending  of  theee 
prof^edings,  nnl^  a  delivery  of  the  same  be  thereupon  made  to  the 
impressing  offtcer,  with  his  consent.  In  case  of  a  change  of  posses- 
sion under  these  circumstances,  the  Confederate  States  wlU  be  regarded 
as  the  owner  and  the  property  held  for  its  use  and  at  its  risk. 

V.  In  all  cases  in  which  the  offer  of  an  impressing  oflftcer  is  refused 
he  will  proceed  to  adjust  the  price  according  to  the  first  section  of  the 
act  above  recited;  that  is,  by  the  judgment  of  two  loyal  and  disinter- 
ested persons  of  the  city,  county,  or  parish  in  which  the  impressment 
may  be  made — one  to  be  selected  by  the  owner,  his  bailee  or  agent, 
and  one  by  the  impressing  officer.  In  the  event  of  their  disagreement, 
these  two  will  select  an  umpire  of  like  qualification.  The  persons 
thus  selected  will  proceed  to  assess  just  compensation  for  the  prop- 
erty so  impressed,  whether  the  absolute  ownership  or  the  temporary 
use  thereof  be  required.  If  the  impressing  officer  believes  that  the 
appraisement  is  fair  and  just,  he  will  indorse  his  approval  and  pay 
for  the  property,  and  the  right  in  the  object  impressed  will  become 
the  property  of  the  Confederate  States.  But  if  he  does  not  approve 
of  the  appraisement,  he  will  decline  to  approve  it,  and  indorse  the 
reasons  for  his  refusal  on  the  certificate,  and  forthwith  repoii;  the  case 
to  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  to 
which  the  act  above  recited  is  an  amendment;  and  in  the  meantime 
the  property  will  be- taken  and  a  receipt,  describing  the  property  and 
the  proceedings  for  the  adjustment  of  the  price  and  the  appeal,  given 
to  the  owner.  The  impressing  officer  will  immediately  report  the  case 
to  the  appraisers,  with  a  statement  of  the  quality  and  condition  of  the 
proi>erty,  and  his  opinion  upon  the  subject. 

VI.  No  officer  or  agent  will  impress  the  necessary  supplies  which 
any  person  may  have  for  the  oonsumption  of  himself,  his  family, 
employes,  or  slaves,  or  to  carry  on  his  ordinary  mechanical,  manu- 
facturing, or  agricultural  employments. 

If  any  question  arise  as  to  the  fact  whether  the  supplies  are  neces- 
sary, or  whether  there  be  a  surplus,  it  will  be  determined  by  apprais- 
ers mutually  selected  according  to  the  preceding  section,  and  in  this 
case  the  decision  of  the  appraisers  will  be  binding  on  the  officer,  who 
will  not  be  allowed  an  appeal  therefrom. 

VII.  These  regulations  are  published  as  a  substitute  for  the  regula- 
tions contained  in  General  Orders,  Koe.  37  and  161,  series  of  1863. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Ac^utarU  and  Inspector  Qenertd, 


BiCHHOND,  Va.,  March  7,  186^. 

Hon.  Thomas  Bragg, 

Raleigh,  N.  C: 

Dbar  Sir:  I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  two  letters  of  the  23d  and 
28th  ultimo  on  the  subject  of  the  decision  of  Judge  Pearson  in  North 
Carolina.*  After  very  careful  consideration  I  cannot  see  my  way 
clear  to  any  other  course  than  a  firm  but  temperate  execution  of  the 

*Not  fonnd. 
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acts  of  Coi^resR  for  recruiting  the  Army  by  enrolling  and  placing  in 
the  service  all  the  men  liable  to  military  dnty  in  North  Carolina  in 
the  same  manner  and  to  the  sam&extent  as  in  other  States.  To  yield 
to  any  ez(»ptional  ai*rangement  by  which  conscripts  in  that  State 
shall  be  kept  out  of  the  ^td  until  the  stress  of  the  impending  cam* 
paign  is  passed  necessarily  involves  the  result  of  creating  wide  and 
well-founded  dissatisfaction  in  all  the  other  States  and  in  the  Army. 
It  would  also  be  a  dereliction  of  duty,  for  I  cannot  see  that  there  is 
any  great  or  pressing  necessity  which  would  justify  me  in  refraining 
from  the  execution  of  the  law  until  the  will  of  Congress  on  the  sub- 
ject could  be  expressed.  It  is  only  in  case  of  such  nec^sity  that  my 
sense  of  duty  would  permit  me  to  postpone  temporarily  the  execution 
of  any  law.  The  decision  of  Judge  Pearson  releasing  the  conscript 
in  the  case  before  him  will  of  course  be  respected  until  the  action  of 
the  appellat>e  court,  for  the  case  was  before  him  prior  to  the  passage 
of  the  law  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas  coipus;  and  although  I  do 
not  believe  that  his  decision  is  right,  the  public  interest  will  not  suffer 
hy  awaiting  the  resnlt  of  the  appeal  in  the  one  case  before  him.  But 
I  understand  that  both  the  other  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of 
North  Carolina  have  refused  writs  of  habeas  corpus  since  the  passage 
of  the  law  and  since  Judge  Pearson's  decision,  on  the  express  ground 
that  the  act  of  Congress  covers  the  case  of  the  principals  of  substi- 
tutes, and  thus  we  know  that  the  appellate  court  will  reverse  the 
decision  of  Judge  Pearson.  The  court  of  appeals  of  Virginia  has 
just  given  an  elaborate  and  unanimous  opinion  confirming  the  legis- 
lation of  Congress  as  constitutional.  In  other  States  like  decisions 
have  been  rendered,  and  if,  under  such  circumstances,  Judge  Pear- 
son should  pursue  the  factious  course  you  anticipate,  and  should 
attempt  (in  defiance  of  the  very  words  of  the  law  which  I  am  sworn  to 
execute)  to  put  a  Confederate  oflScer  in'  prison  for  contempt  for  mak- 
ing the  exact  return  to  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  which  the  law  orders 
to  be  made,  and  which  the  law  says  should  be  sufficient  to  stop  any 
farther  action  of  the  judge,  I  shall  not  shrink  from  the  issue.  I  am 
confident  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  mislead  or  deceive  the  people 
of  North  Carolina  on  so  plain  a  point,  and  with  this  conviction  you 
will  see  that  it  is  not  x>ossible  for  me  to  sanction  any  arrangement 
which  practically  relieves  for  several  months  the  whole  body  of  prin- 
cipals in  North  Carolina  that  have  furnished  substitutes  from  the 
operation  of  a  law  passed  on  my  own  recommendation,  and  which  has 
already  produced  such  salutary  effects  in  the  Army. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Confederate  States  op  America,  War  Department, 

Richmondy  Fd.,  March  8^  I864. 

His  Excellency  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Oovemor  of  North  Carolina : 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  addressed  to  tlie  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  proposing  that  a  commission  be  appointed  to  inquire 
of  the  depredations  committed  by  the  Fiftieth  Regiment  of  the  North 
Carolina  Troops,  and  to  allow  the  amount  of  loss  sustained  by  any 
citizen  to  be  credited  on  the  claim  of  the  Treasury  for  taxes,  has  been 
referred  by  him  to  this  Department  "for  consideration  and  reply." 
The  only  reply  this  Department  can  make  is  that  it  has  no  authority 
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to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  proposition.  All  that  this  Depart- 
ment can  do  is  to  direct  an  inquiry  to  be  made  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  persons  who  have  committed  the  injuries  and  to  con- 
trol their  pay  and  allowances  for  the  purpose  of  affording  compensa- 
tion if  they  belong  to  the  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[March  9, 1864. — For  Lee  to  Seddon,  in  reference  to  organization  of 
minute  men  in  the  counties  bordering  on  the  Alleghany  Mountains  in 
Virginia,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIII,  p.  1212.] 


Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  57.        [  Richmond,  March  9,  186J^ 

•  •  •  «  «  «  * 

VI.  During  the  absence  of  General  Gilmer  from  Richmond  Haj. 
Gen.  M.  L.  Smith  is  assi^ed  to  duty  as  chief  of  the  Engineer  Bureau, 
and  will  report  immediately  in  this  city. 

******  * 

By  command  of  the  Secnretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assi^nt  Ai^jiUant-GeneraL 


Confederate  States  op  America,  War  Department, 

Richtnondy  Va.,  March  9,  1864. 

Mr.  Thomas  E.  Courtney  is  hereby  authorized  to  employ  a  band  of 
men,  not  exceeding  twenty-five  in  number,  for  secret  service  against 
the  enemy,  who  will  not  be  liable  to  conscription  while  so  employed. 
The  band  shall  operate  according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  this 
Department  for  such  organizations,  and  under  the  restrictions  con- 
tained herein  or  that  may  be  prescribed  hereafter.  This  authority 
may  be  revoked  or  the  organization  disbanded  at  any  time  at  the 
pleasure  of  this  Department.  Such  work  as  may  be  necessary  may  be 
executed  at  the  workshops  of  this  Department,  and  powder,  chemicals, 
&c.,  be  furnished.  The  work  and  materials  furnished  to  be  paid  for 
at  "Uie  cost  thereof  to  the  Government.  Transportation  for  his  men 
and  materials  will  be  furnished.  The  services  to  be  rendered  shall 
be  without  pay  or  compensation  other  than  as  herein  pro\'ided. 

For  the  destruction  of  property  of  the  enemy  or  injury  done,  a  per- 
centage shall  be  i>aid  in  4  per  cent,  bonds,  in  no  case  to  exceed  50  per 
cent,  of  the  loss  to  the  enemy,  and  to  be  awarded  by  such  officer  or 
ofKcers  as  shall  be  charged  with  such  duty  by  this  Department. 

The  waters  and  railroads  of  the  Confederate  States  used  by  the 
enemy  are  properly  the  subjects  and  arenas  of  operations  against  the 
enemy's  property,  whether  public  or  private.  Passenger  vessels  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  on  tlie  high  seas  and  private  property  in 
the  waters  and  [on]  railroads,  or  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  is  not  to  be  the  subject  of  operations,  except  as  to  such  articles 
being  the  growth  and  production  of  the  Confederate  States  as  may 
have  been  thence  removed  to  the  United  States.  But  the  public 
property  of  the  enemy  may  be  destroyed  wherever  it  may  be  found. 
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While  flag-of-trace  boats  pass  between  any  point  ^^in  the  lines 
of  the  enemy  to  any  point  within  the  Confederate  lines  no  torpedo  or 
other  engine  of  destmction  shall  be  so  placed  or  used  as  to  endanger 
their  safety. 


[March  9,  1864. — For  Vance  to  Davis,  in  relation  to  affairs  in 
North  Carolina,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LI,  Part  II,  p.  830.] 


Gbnbrai.  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 


I.  The  follovins  act  of  Congress,  "for  the  suspension  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  in  certain  cases,"  with  the  instructions  of  the  War 
Department,  is  published  for  the  information  of  all  concerned: 

AH  ACT  to  •nqwnd  the  prlvUege  of  t!i«  writ  of  baboM  ootpns  in  oerUiu  cMe*. 

Wherima,  the  Constitatimi  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  proTideB,  in 
article  first,  section  nine,  paragraph  three,  that  **the  inivil^  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  stiapendM,  unless  when,  in  case  of  rebellion  or  inrasion, 
the  public  safety  may  require  it ; "  and  whereas,  the  power  of  suspending  the 
privilege  of  said  writ,  as  recognized  in  said  article  firat,  is  rested  solely  in  the 
Congress,  which  is  the  ezclnsive  judge  of  the  necessity  oi  such  suspension ;  and 
whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Congress,  the  public  safety  requires  the  suspension 
of  said  writ  in  the  existing  case  of^ the  invasion  of  &ese  States  by  the  armies  of 
tlie  United  States ;  and  whereas,  the  Preddent  has  asked  for  the  8napensi<m  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  informed  Oongress  of  conditions  of  pnblic  danger 
which  render  the  Bo&penaion  of  the  writ  a  measure  proper  for  the  public  defence, 
against  invasion  and  msnrrection :  Now,  therefore, 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  during  the 
present  invasion  of  the  Confederate  States,  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpas  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  suspended ;  but  such  suspension  shall  apply 
only  to  the  cases  of  persons  arrested  or  detained  by  order  of  the  President,  Sec- 
retary of  War,  or  the  general  officer  commanding  the  Trans-Mississimii  Militai^ 
Department,  ay  the  authority  and  under  the  contr<^  of  the  President.  It  is 
hereby  declared  that  the  purpose  of  Congress  in  the  passage  of  this  act  is  to  pro- 
vide more  effectually  for  the  pnblic  safety,  by  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas 
conins  in  the  following  cases,  and  no  others : 

First.— Of  treason,  or  treasonable  efforts  or  combinationB  to  subvert  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Confederate  States. 

Second. — Of  conspiracies  to  overtiirow  the  Government,  or  conspiracies  to  resist 
the  lawfol  anthoritins  of  the  GonfedOTate  StatM. 

Third. — Of  combining  to  assist  the  enemy,  or  of  communicating  intelligence  to 
the  enemy,  or  giving  hun  aid  and  c(nnfort 

Fourth. — Of  conspiracies,  preparations  and  attempts  to  incite  servile  insar- 
rection. 

Fifth. — Of  desertions  or  encouraging  desertions,  of  harboring  deserters,  and  of 
attempts  to  avoid  military  service :  Provided,  That  in  cases  of  fmlpable  wrong  and 
oiipression  hy  any  subormnate  officer,  upon  any  party  who  does  not  legally  owe 
military  service,  his  superior  officer  shall  n*ant  prompt  relief,  to  the  oppressed 
party,  and  the  subordinate  shall  be  dismisssd  from  (rfBce. 

Sixth.— Of  ernes  and  other  emissariee  of  the  enemy. 

Seventh. — Or  holding  correspondence  or  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  without 
necessity  and  without  the  permission  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Eighth. — Of  unlawful  trading  with  the  enemy,  and  other  offenses  against  the 
laws  of  the  Confederate  States,  enacted  to  promote  their  success  in  the  war. 

Xinth.— Of  conspiracies  or  attempts  to  liberate  prisoners  of  war  held  by  the 
Cmfe^nrate  States. 

Tenth.— Of  conspiracies,  or  attempts  or  preparations  to  aid  the  enemy. 

BLerenth.— Of  persons  advising  or  inciting  otiiOTS  to  abuidon  the  Confederate 
cause,  or  to  resist  13m  Cmifederate  States,  or  to  adhere  to  the  enemy. 


JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  oj  War. 


No.  31. 


204 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


Twelfth.— Of  unlawfully  burning,  destroying  or  injuring,  or  attempting  to 
barn,  destroy  or  injure,  any  bridge  or  railroad,  or  telegraphic  line  of  commimica- 
tion,  or  other  property,  with  the  intent  of  aiding  the  enemy. 

Thirteenth. — Of  treasonable  designs  to  impair  the  military  power  of  the  Qov- 
ermnent,  by  destroying  or  attempting  to  destroy,  the  vessels  or  anus,  or  mnni- 
tiona  of  war,  or  arsenale,  foundries,  workshops  or  other  property  of  the  Con- 
federate States. 

Sec.  2.  The  President  shall  cause  proper  officers  to  investigate  the  cases  of  all 
persons  so  arrested  or  detained,  in  order  that  they  may  be  ^scharged,  if  improp- 
erly detained,  unless  they  can  be  speedily  tried  in  the  dne  course  of  law. 

Sec.  S.  That  during  the  sospenBion  aforesaid,  no  military  or  other  officer  shall 
be  compelled,  in  answer  to  any  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  to  appear  in  person,  or 
to  return  the  body  of  any  person  or  persons  detained  by  him  by  the  authority 
of  the  President,  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  general  officer  commanding  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department ;  but  upon  the  certificate,  under  oath,  of  the  officer,  hav- 
ing charge  of  any  one  so  detained,  that  such  person  is  detained  by  him  as  a  pris- 
oner, for  any  of  the  causes  hereinbefore  specified,  under  the  authority  aforooaid, 
further  proceedings  under  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  immediately  ceaae  and 
remain  suspended  so  long  as  this  act  shall  continue  in  force. 

Sec.  4.  This  act  shall  continue  in  force  for  ninety  days  after  the  next  meeting 
of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

A  tame  copy:   


Approved  February  15, 1864. 

TI.  There  will  be  appointed  by  this  Department,  for  each  military 
department  of  the  Confederacy  east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  one 
or  more  competent  persons  as  commissioners  to  investigate  the 
cases  of  persons  who  may  be  arrested  or  detained  by  any  military 
authority  for  any  cause  specified  within  the  above-recited  act. 
Information  of  all  such  arrests  will  be  given  to  him  by  the  depart- 
ment commander  as  soon  as  practicable  after  they  are  made,  and  he 
will  proceed  to  investigate  the  same.  If,  upon  examination,  a  reason- 
able and  probal)le  cause  for  detention  does  not  appear,  he  will  certify 
the  fact  to  the  general  or  other  officer  in  command,  who  will  immedi- 
ately discharge  the  prisoner  from  arrest;  but  if  a  reasonable  and 
probable  cause  does  appear,  the  commissioner  will  forthwith  trans- 
mit to  this  department  a  copy  of  the  evidence  taken  in  the  case,  with 
his  opinion  thereon,  for  instructions,  and  meanwhile  the  prisoner 
shall  remain  in  custody. 

III.  In  all  cases  in  which  a  person  who  has  been  enlisted  in  the  Army 
under  any  of  the  acts  of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  public  defense, 
or  to  raise  troops  to  serve  during  the  war,  or  to  provide  for  local 
defense  and  special  service,  or  who  lias  been  enlisted  or  enrolled  for 
service  under  the  acta  of  Congress  further  to  provide  for  the  public 
defense,  or  has  been  placed  in  the  military  service  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress to  organize  forces  to  serve  during  the  war,  approved  17th  of 
February,  1864,  or  shall  be  held  in  custody  for  desertion  or  encour- 
aging desertions,  of  harboring  deserters,  and  of  attempts  to  avoid 
military  service,  or  of  holding  correspondence  or  intercourse  with  the 
enemy  without  necessity  and  without  the  permission  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  or  of  combining  to  assist  the  enemy,  or  of  communicating 
intelligence  to  the  enemy,  or  of  giving  him  aid  and  comfort,  or  for 
any  other  cau.se  specified  in  the  act  aforesaid ;  and  in  all  cases  in  which 
any  person  not  belonging  to  the  military  service  shall  be  held  in  cus- 
tody by  any  military  authority  for  any  of  the  causes  mentioned  in 
the  act  shall  apply  to  any  court  or  oiRcer  in  tlie  Confederate  States 
for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  it  will  bo  the  duty  of  the  officer  having 
the  command  or  custody  of  such  person  forthwith  to  report  the  case, 
with  all  the  relevant  facts,  to  the  War  Department  for  instructions  as 
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to  the  proper  answer  to  be  made  to  such  writ,  and  in  the  meantime  to 
retain  the  custody  and  control  of  such  person  under  this  order,  a 
copy  of  which  will  be  communicated  to  the  officer  or  court  issuing 
the  writ,  as  affording  the  reason  why  time  should  be  given  to  make  a 
more  complete  return. 

IV.  In  all  cases  when  the  requisite  delay  cannot  be  obtained,  it  will 
be  the  dnty  of  the  officer  having  command  and  custody  of  persons 
embraced  in  the  preceding  section,  or  who  may  have  in  custody  as 
prisoners  any  person  charged  under  any  of  the  sections  of  the  above- 
recited  act  of  Congress,  to  make  a  special  return  in  writing  and  under 
oath  that  the  body  of  such  person  so  detained  by  him  is  detained  by 
the  authoritj'  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  that  he  declines,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  his  authority  and  the  act  of  Congress  aforesaid,  to 
produce  the  body  of  such  person,  or  to  make  further  appearance  or 
return  to  the  said  writ. 

v.  The  commanding  general  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department 
will  perform  the  functions  devolving  upon  the  War  I)ep(u*tment, 
nnder  these  ordera,  in  that  portion  of  the  Confederacy. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Rich7no7idy  Va.,  March  10,  J864, 

His  Excellency  M.  L.  Bonham, 

QovemoT  of  South  Carolina,  Columbia,  S.  C: 

SIR:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  with  regard  to  the 
discharge  of  soldiers  appointed  cadets  in  the  military  academy  and 
inclosing  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  your  State  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  such  cadets. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  the  State  cadets  appointed  by 
Your  Excellency  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly  will  be  permitted  to  attend  such  military  institutions  within 
the  State  as  may  be  designated  by  you.  I  had  not  previously  been 
aware  of  the  limited  scope  of  the  appointing  power,  or  that  when 
applied  to  youths  in  service  it  was  intended  as  a  reward  for  peculiar 
merit.  At  the  same  time,  as  many  other  States  have  militaiy  institu- 
tions, and  it  will  be  difficult  to  make  generally  known  the  difference 
between  these  special  instances  and  the  other  cadets  whom  X  have 
refused  to  discharge,  I  would  earnestly  recommend  that  appoint- 
ments be  made,  as  far  as  possible,  from  those  not  in  service.  Greater 
dissatisfaction  than  Your  Excellency  is  aware  of  is  frequently  engen- 
dered in  a  command  by  a  discharge  which  seems  based  on  partiality 
or  a  special  exception. 

I  have  also  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant*  urging  the  pro- 
priety of  stationing  in  the  upper  part  of  your  State  a  force  sufficient 
for  its  protection  in  the  event  that  General  Longstreet  should  evacu- 
ate East  Tennessee.  The  contingency  refeiTed  to  by  Your  Excellency 
has  not  yet  arisen,  and  I  trust  there  will  be  no  occasion  for  the  employ- 
ment of  troops  within  the  important  section  mentioned  for  its  defense 
from  raids  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

*See  Series  I,  Vol.  LIU.  p.  814. 
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Additional  regulations  io  carry  inio  effect  the  act  eniiUed  "^n  act  to 
impose  regidaiions  upon  ifie  foreign  commerce  of  the  Confederaie 
&ai€8  io  provide  for  the  public  defense"  approved  February  ff,  1864, 


1.  The  owner  of  any  wagon,  cart,  or  vehicle,  or  of  any  boat  or 
other  vessel,  and  of  any  horse,  mule,  or  other  animals  employed  in 
transporting  cotton,  tobacco,  or  naval  stores  frcmi  the  Confederacy  to 
Mexico,  shall,  before  receiving  any  article  for  transportation,  require 
of  the  owner  thereof  the  collector's  permit  for  its  exportation,  as 
hereinafter  set  forth,  and  shall,  before  loading  any  article  for  trans- 
portation, present  to  the  military  commander  of  the  department,  or 
oflftcer  assigned  by  him  to  that  duty,  a  declaration  setting  forth  a  full 
description  of  all  the  vehicles,  vessels,  and  animals  to  be  used  by 
him,  and  their  value  in  Confederate  currency,  and  the  names  and 
value  of  the  slaves,  if  an}',  employed  as  teamsters  or  otherwise  in  his 
business  of  transportation,  and  the  names,  and  such  other  particulars 
as  may  be  required,  of  the  free  persons  so  employed,  and  the  point  of 
departure,  the  route  to  be  pursued,  and  the  place  of  destination; 
and  the  commander  or  other  officer  as  aforesaid  shall,  if  satisfied  of 
the  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  the  applicant,  and  that  the  iq>pIication 
may  be  safely  granted,  indorse  thereon  his  consent  and  approval,  and 
grant  a  license  to  the  applicant  as  a  pubUe  esrtier  of  exports  to 
Mexico  for  the  single  trip,  or  for  any  Iraigth  of  time,  not  exceeding 
one  year,  that  may  be  deemed  proper. 

2.  Any  person  desiring  to  export  to  Mexico  overland  any  cotton, 
tobacco,  or  naval  stores  shall,  before  placing  the  same  on  any  wagon, 
cart,  or  other  vehicle,  or  pack-mule,  or  other  animal,  or  on  board  any 
boat  or  vessel,  present  to  the  military  commander  of  the  defutrtment 
whence  the  merchandise  is  to  be  exported,  or  to  the  oflBcer  assigned 
by  him  as  aforesaid,  a  declaration  stating  the  quantity  and  value  in 
Confederate  currency  of  the  articles  he  proposes  to  export,  the  name 
of  the  licensed  carrier  to  be  employed  by  him,  the  point  of  departure, 
the  route  to  be  pursued,  the  name  of  the  consignee,  and  the  place  of 
destination  in  the  neutral  country;  and  if  the  officer  to  whom  the 
application  is  made  shall  be  satisfied  of  the  loyalty  fuid  fidelity  of  the 
applicant,  and  that  the  permission  may  be  safely  granted,  he  shall 
indorse  on  the  application  his  approval. 

3.  The  applicant  shall,  before  loading  the  merchandise  which  he 
intends  to  export,  file  with  the  collector  of  the  district  whence  the 
exportation  is  to  be  made  his  application  indorsed  as  aforesaid,  and 
shall  execute  and  deliver  to  him  a  bond  to  the  Confederate  States, 
with  security  deemed  adequate  by  the  collector,  in  an  amount  double 
the  value  in  Confederate  money  of  the  merchandise  embraced  in  his 
application,  with  condition  that  at  least  one-half  the  net  proceeds  of 
said  merchandise  at  the  place  of  destination  shall  be  invested  in  goods 
and  merchandise  not  prohibited  by  law,  and  that  said  goods  and 
merchandise  shall  be  brought  into  the  Confederate  States  within 
sixty  days  after  the  deliveiy  of  the  exported  articles  at  their  place  of 
destination  in  Mexico;  and  the  eoltector  shall  thereupon  deliver  to 
the  applicant  a  permit  to  load  the  articles  embraced  in  said  application. 

4.  No  licensed  carrier  shall  depart  on  the  trip  for  which  permite 
have  been  granted  until  he  shall  have  delivered  to  the  collector  of 
the  customs  a  manifest,  verified  by  his  oath,  setting  forth  the  names 
of  all  owners  of  the  cotton  or  other  articles  which  he  is  about  to 
carry,  and  the  quantity  received  from  each  owner,  and  shall  have 
obtained  from  the  collector  a  clearance  authorizing  his  departure. 
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5.  The  militari'  commander  of  any  department  from  which  exports 
are  conveyed  to  Mexico  shall  establish  by  general  orders,  to  be  pub- 
lished by  him,  as  many  convenient  points  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  assemblage  and  departure  of  all  V6}ncles  or  means  of  transporta* 
tion  used  in  the  business,  and  detail  officers  for  the  examination, 
search,  and  seizure  of  all  vehicles,  teams,  and  slaves  employed  as 
drivers  whenever  engaged  in  the  infraction  or  evasion  of  these  regu- 
lations, or  the  law  which  they  are  intended  to  enforce. 

6.  All  vehicles,  animals,  slaves,  or  other  means  of  transportation, 
and  all  cotton  or  other  uticles  that  mny  be  seized,  whether  by  the 
officers  of  the  revenue  or  by  military  authorities,  for  any  violation  of 
law  or  of  these  regulations,  shall  be,  without  any  waste,  spoliation, 
impressment,  or  injury  of  any  kind,  forthwith  conveyed  and  delivered 
to  the  nearest  marshal  or  deputy  marshal  of  the  Confederate  States, 
and  a  detailed  receipt  taken  from  him  setting  forth  a  full  description 
of  the  property  seized  and  delivered  to  him  for  safe  custody.  And  it 
shall  the  duty  of  said  marshal  or  deputy  marshal  to  keep  the  prop- 
erty so  surrendered  in  safe  custody  until  the  further  oti3er  of  the 
judge  or  a  commissioner  of  a  district  court  of  the  Confederate  States 
having  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter;  and  the  said  marshal  or 
deputy  marshal  shall  forthwith,  upon  the  receipt  by  him  of  the  prop- 
erty seized,  give  information  to  the  collector  of  the  district  or  to  the 
distriet  attorney,  or  both,  if  practicable,  of  all  the  facts  in  relation  to 
the  seizure  of  the  property  and  its  delivery  to  him  for  safe-keeping. 

7.  No  militAry  authori^  shall  presume,  under  any  circumstances, 
to  seize  property  while  being  carried  under  the  provisions  of  the  law 
and  of  these  regulations  for  any  other  cause  than  a  violation  of  said 
provisions,  nor  in  case  of  seizure  to  dispose  of  the  property  seized  in 
any  other  manner  than  that  prescribed  in  the  foregoing  regulations. 
But  in  cases  where  there  is  great  risk  of  the  property  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  it  sluill  be  competent  for  the  proper  military 
aniiiorities  to  require  the  licensed  carrier  to  suspend  his  trip  till  the 
danger  be  passed,  or  to  pursue  a  different  route  from  that  originally 
designated,  or  even  in  cases  of  imminent  danger  to  abandon  the  trip. 

8.  The  bonds  to  be  taken  under  these  reguutions  shall  be  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  the  twelfth  regulation  relative  to  exportation  by 
sea,  and  said  bonds  may  be  taken  up  on  the  production  to  the  col- 
lector of  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  party  has  complied  with  the 
conditions  of  the  bond  as  far  as  practicable. 

Approved. 

C.  G.  MEMMINGER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Approved  March  11,  1864. 

JEFPN  DAVIS. 


[March  11,  1864. — ^For  Seddon  to  Lee,  in  reference  to  the  organiza- 
ti<Hi  of  minute  men  in  Viiginia,  &o.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIII,  p. 
1217.] 

General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Imsp.  General^s  Office, 

No.  32.         J  RichmoTuI,  March  11,  1864. 

I.  The  act  of  Congress  relative  to  the  employment  of  free  negroes 
and  slaves  in  certain  capacities  and  the  instructions  of  the  War 
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Department  relative  to  its  execution  are  published  for  the  informa- 
tion of  those  concerned: 

AN  ACT  to  Inoreue  tlie  effiotonc}-  of  the  Army  by  the  «nplo}inent  of  free  negroM  wl  mtm-wtt  In 

cerudn  e»pMcitie«. 

Whereas,  the  efficiency  of  the  Army  is  neatly  diminished  by  the  withdrawal 
from  the  ranks  of  able-bodied  soldiers  to  act  as  teamsters,  and  in  various  other 
capacities  in  which  tree  negroes  uid  slaves  might  be  advantageously  employed : 
Therefore, 

The  Congress  of  the  Crnifederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  all  male  free 
negroes  and  other  free  persons  of  color,  not  including  those  who  are  free  onder 
the  treaty  of  Paris  of  eighteen  hundred  and  three,  or  under  the  treaty  with  Spain 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  resident  in  the  Confederate  States,  between  the 

I  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty  yeara,  shall  be  held  liable  to  perform  such  duties  with 
J   the  Army,  or  in  connection  with  the  military  defenses  of  the  country,  in  the  way 
of  work  upon  fortifications  or  in  Qovemment  works  for  the  production  or  prepa- 

uration  (tf  material  of  war,  or  in  militai^  hospitals,  as  ihe  Secretary  of  War  or 
the  commanding  general  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  ma^,  from  time  to 
time,  prescribe,  and  while  engaged  in  the  performance  of  such  duties  shall  receive 
rations  and  clothing  and  compensation  at  the  rate  of  deven  dollars  a  month, 
under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  said  Secretary  may  establish :  Provided. 
That  the  Secretary  of  War  or  the  commanding  general  of  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department,  with  the  approval  of  the  President,  may  exempt  from  the  operation? 
of  this  act  such  free  negroes  as  the  interests  of  the  country  may  require  should 
be  exempted,  or  such  as  he  may  think  proper  to  exempt,  on  grounds  of  justice, 
equity,  or  necessity. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  is  herebjr  authorised  to  employ  for  duties 
similar  to  those  indicated  in  the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  as  many  male  negro 
slaves,  not  to  exceed  twenty  thousand,  as  in  his  judgment,  the  wants  of  the  service 
may  require,  furnishing  them,  while  so  employed,  with  proper  rations  and  cloth- 
ing, under  ruleb  and  regulations  to  be  established  by  him,  and  paying  to  the  own- 
ers of  said  slaves  such  wages  as  may  be  agreed  upon  with  eaid  owners  for  their 
use  and  service,  and  in  the  event  of  the  loss  of  any  slavra  while  so  employed,  by 
tlie  act  of  the  enemy,  or  by  escape  to  the  enemy,  or  by  death  inflicted  by  the 
enemy,  or  by  disease  contracted  wliile  in  any  service  required  of  said  slaves,  then 
the  owners  of  the  same  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  full  value  of  such  slaves,  to 
beascertainedby  agreement  or  by  appraisranent.nnderthelawr^rulatingimpress- 
ments,  to  be  paid  under  snch  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may 
establish. 

Sec.  8.  That  when  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  be  unable  to  procure  the  service 
of  slaves  in  any  military  department  in  sufficient  numbers  for  the  necessities  of 
the  Department,  upon  uie  terms  and  conditions  set  forth  in  the  precedinx  section, 
then  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  impress  the  services  of  as  many  male  slaves,  not 
to  exceed  twenty  thousand,  as  may  be  required,  from  time  to  time,  to  discharge 
the  duties  indicated  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  according  to  laws  regula- 
ting the  impressment  of  slaves  iu  other  cases :  Provided,  That  slaves  so  impressed 
shall,  while  employed,  receive  t^e  same  rations  and  clothing,  in  kind  ana  quan- 
tity, as  slaves  regularly  hired  from  their  owners ;  and,  in  the  event  of  their  loss, 
shall  be  paid  for  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  rules  established  by  the 
said  impressment  laws :  Provided,  That  if  the  owner  have  but  one  male  slave 
between  the  age  of  eighteen  and  fifty,  he  shall  not  be  impressed  axainst  the  will 
of  said  owner:  Provided  further.  That  free  negroes  shall  be  first  impressed,  and 
if  there  should  be  a  deficiency,  it  shall  be  supplied  by  the  impressment  of  ^aves 
according  to  the  foregoing  provisions :  Provided  further.  That  in  making  the 
impressment,  not  more  than  one  of  every  five  male  slaves  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  forty-five  shall  be  taken  from  any  owner,  care  being  taken  to  allow 
-  in  each  case  a  credit  for  all  slaves  who  may  have  been  already  impressed  under 
this  act,  and  who  are  still  in  service,  or  have  died  or  been  lost  while  in  service- 
And  all  impressments  under  tiaa  act  shall  be  taken  in  equal  ratio  from  all  owners 
in  the  same  locality,  city,  county  or  district. 

THOMAS  S.  BOCOCK. 
Speaker  House  of  Representatives. 
R.  M.  T.  HUNTER, 
President  pro  tevi.  of  the  Senate. 

Ai^noved  February  17, 1864. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
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n.  The  Bmean  of  CoBsoription  vill  direct  the  enrollment  of  all  the 
persons  described  in  the  first  section  of  the  act  aforesaid  east  of 
the  Mississippi  River  who  are  not  unfit  for  the  service  required  from 
them,  by  reason  of  physical  or  mental  incapacity  or  imbecility,  and 
will  assign  them  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  mentioned  in  the  act, 
or  similar  duties  in  any  of  the  military  bureaus,  or  with  troops  in  the 
lield,  as  there  may  be  any  call  for  such  service. 

III.  Applications  for  an  exemption  on  the  grounds  that  the  inter' 
ests  of  tJie  country  require  it,  or  because  it  is  demanded  by  justice, 
eqaity,  or  necessity,  will  be  made  to  the  enrolling  officer  in  writing, 
and  will  be  disposed  of  by  him  according  to  the  general  directions 
contained  in  the  regnlat;ions  published  in  Orders,  No.  26,  1864,  under 
the  *'act  to  organize  forces  to  serve  during  the  war." 

IV.  For  the  execution  of  the  sections  in  the  foregoing  act,  relative 
to  the  employment  and  impressment  of  slaves,  the  provisions  of 
Orders  No.  138,  of  the  24th  of  October,  1863,  will  afford  the  requisite 
rules  for  the  gaidance  of  tiie  military  bureaus  and  commanding  gen- 
erals, with  modifications  hereafter  mentioned.  First.  That  slaves 
shall  not  be  impressed  when  the  services  of  free  negroes  can  be 
obtained.  Second.  Slaves  under  the  a^  of  eighteen  and  above  the 
age  of  fifty  are  exempt.  Third.  The  hire  for  slaves  impressed  shall 
be  according  to  the  rates  fixed  by  the  appraisers  under  the  act  to  regu- 
late impressments.  Fourth.  The  limitation  as  to  the  term  for  which 
slaves  shall  be  impressed  for  service  shall  be  for  twelve  months, 
instead  of  the  term  fixed  by  said  orders,  if  the  exigency  shall  require  it. 

v.  All  impressments  for  service  in  the  various  military  bureaus 
under  this  act  will  be  by  special  order  upon  application  to  the  War 
Department,  disclosing  the  efforts  that  tiave  been  made  to  provide 
other  labor  specified  in  the  act,  the  necessity  for  the  impressment, 
and  theplan  proposed  to  secure  it. 

VI.  The  general  commanding  the  Trans-Mississippi  I>ex>artment 
win  superintend  the  execntion  of  the  law  for  that  department. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
A^futarU  and  Inspector  QeneraL 


Spkcial  Orders,  )        Aixtt.  and  Insp.  OBinERAL^s  Office, 

No.  60.         [  Riehrrumdy  Fo.,  March  m,  1864. 

*  «*«*«• 

XX.  The  Quartermaster-General  is  hereby  authorized  to  stop  pas- 
senger trains  upon  any  line  of  railroad  in  which  either  forage  or  sub- 
s^tonoe  for  the  Army  may  be  delayed  until  the  same  or  su^  portion 
tlwreof  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  public  service  shall  be  removed. 
All  oflBcers  in  chai^  of  transportation  at  points  wliere  such  supplies 
are  delayed  will  communicate  the  fact  to  the  Quartermaster- 
General,  who  will  give  the  necessary  directions  to  them  to  stop  the 
trwns. 

*  •  *  «  *  «      '  * 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS. 
Assistant  Ac^tant-Gerlerdl. 

14  R  B — BERIB8  IV,  VOL  m 
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Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,.  Va.,  March  12,  J864. 
Cspt.  John  G.  Kay  is  hereby  authorized  to  enlist  in  his  company 
for  special  service  on  the  Mississippi  River"  a  number  of  men  not 
exceeding  fifty.  They  are  to  be  enlisted  from  localities  within  the 
lines  of  the  enemy  exclusively.  The  company  to  be  wibject  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  this  Department  for  such  organizations; 
to  be  subject  to  being  disbanded  at  its  pleasure,  and  to  operate 
under  the  instructions  of  department  and  district  commanders  and 
under  such  restrictions  as  may  be  prescribed  by  them  in  this  Depart- 
ment. The  service  to  be  without  pay  or  other  compensation  than 
the  percentage  of  loss  or  injury  to  the  epemy's  property,  to  be 
awarded  by  an  officer  or  officers  charged  with  that  duty  by  this 
Department,  in  no  case  to  exceed  50  per  centum. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmondy  Fa.,  March  . 22,  1864, 

Hon.  Thomas  Bragg, 

Raleighy  N.  C: 

Sir;  In  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  this  date  you  will  find  a  pub- 
lication of  the  orders  relative  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.*  The 
Department  requests  that  you  will  undertake  the  office  of  chief  com- 
missioner for  the  fulfillment  of  the  duties  imposed  by  the  writ  and  the 
orders  for  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  You  will  be  at  liberty  to 
detail  from  the  class  of  men  between  forty-five  and  fifty  competent 
assistants,  who,  while  on  that  duty,  will  be  relieved  from  other  duty. 
Congress  failed  to  make  an  appropriation  for  executing  the  duties 
imposed  by  this  act  upon  the  Department,  but  that  omission  can  be 
supplied  at  the  next  session.  You  will  keep  an  accurate  account  of 
the  expenses  and  return  it  previously  to  the  1st  of  May  next. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  March  12,  I864. 

Mr.  Thomas  Sharp, 

Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Nassau  and  thence  to  Nova 
Scotia  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  and  forwarding  to  some  Confed- 
erate port  via  Nassau  the  machinery  and  material  described  in  the 
inclosed  memorandum,!  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  army  shoes. 
You  will  apply  for  funds  on  reaching  Nassau  to  Maj.  R.  P.  Waller, 
quartermaster  at  that  point,  who  is  authorized  to  advance  you  the 
sum  of  £3,500,  enough  to  triplicate  the  order  in  behalf  of  the  shoe 
establiHhment  at  Atlanta,  which,  with  the  risks  of  the  blockade,  will 
probably  secure  the  receipt  of  two  complete  sets.  Be  sure  to  separate 
the  three  lots  in  shipping  them  and  so  pack  the  same  that  whatever 
may  come  to  hand  may  be  complete.  Use  all  possible  dispatch  In  the 
business  and  communicate  from  time  to  time  your  success  to  this 
office.    It  may  be  that  some  of  the  material  and  shoemakers*  tools 

*9ee  General  Orders,  No.  81,  p.  808.  f  Not  found. 
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can  be  purchased  in  Xaesau  and  forwarded  without  delay  from  there. 
Major  ^meron,  quartermaster  at  Wilmington,  will  aid  you  in  secur- 
ing passage  from  Wilmington,  and  your  necessary  personal  expenses, 
of  which  you  will  render  an  account  on  your  return,  can  be  defrayed 
from  the  funds  you  will  receive. 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster- General. 

P.  S. — Should  you  have  the  funds  to  spare  you  can  purchase  a  small 
quantity  of  the  chemicals  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo, 
with  a  view  of  making  some  experiments  to  shorten  the  process  of 
tanning. 


Richmond,  March  12,  1864. 

Maj.  R.  P.  Waller, 

Quartermaster^  Nassau,  New  Priyuidence: 
Snt:  The  bearer,  Mr.  Thomas  Sharp,  goes  abroad  for  a  short  time 
to  purchase  a  lot  of  machinery,  material,  and  tools  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  shoes.  His  instructions  will  inform  you  more  fully  of  the  pre- 
cise character  of  his  mission  and  the  things  to  be  purchased.  He  will 
require  £3,500  to  meet  his  expenditures,  and  I  write  to  authorize  you 
to  advance  the  sum  to  him;  but  fearing  at  the  same  time  that  you  may 
not  be  able  to  do  so  promptly,  I  have  to  direct,  with  the  sanction  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  that  you  draw,  if  necessary,  for  the  amount  on 
Mr.  Ck>1in  J.  McRae,  financial  agent  of  the  Confederate  States  at  Paris, 
and  deliver  proceeds  to  Mr.  Sharp.  In  a  couple  of  months  the  depart- 
ment will  be  able  to  command  quite  a  considerable  quantity  of  leather, 
and  it  is  all-important  that  it  should  secure  some  facilities  in  the  way 
of  machinery  to  make  the  same  rapidly  into  shoes.  The  receipt  of 
these  appliances  will  also  render  the  department  in  a  great  measure 
independent  of  detailed  labor.  Your  experience  will  tell  you  that 
this  will  in  time  prove  a  far  better  investment  of  a  portion  of  the 
means  at  the  command  of  this  department  than  even  shoes  or  blankets, 
80  do  not  let  Mr.  Sharp  be  disappointed  in  the  receipt  of  the  funds. 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quxirt&rmxisteT-  General. 

P.  S.~Forward  the  inclosed  letter  to  Mr.  McRae,  with  the  draft,  or 
in  advance  thereof. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  March  186J^ 

W.  D.  Hennen,  Esq. : 

(Care  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston.) 

Sir:  Tou  will  find  in  the  Richmond  papers  the  orders  relative  to 
the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  with  the  act  on  that 
subject.* 

TTie  Department  desires  that  you  will  undertake  the  charge  of  com- 
missioner for  carrying  into  effect  the  act  and  orders  under  it  in  the 
department  of  General  Longstreet.  The  onlei*s  sufficiently  express 
the  duties  you  have  to  perform.  You  are  also  requested  to  afford 
counsel  to  the  commander  of  conscripts  and  the  enrolling  oflBcers  in 

*See  Oeneral  Orders,  No.  81,  p.  a08. 
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oases  that  may  arise  in  which  the  interposition  of  that  writ  may  be 
claimed.    Ton  are  authorized  to  detail  one  or  more  assistants  from 

the  class  between  forty-five  and  fifty,  or  to  designate  some  gentlemen 
above  that  age  to  aid  yon,  if  the  duties  become  too  onerous  for  your 
personal  attention. 

Congress  failed  to  make  an  appropriation  to  carry  into  effect  this 
act,  but  will  doubtless  do  so  at  its  next  meeting  in  May.  Ton  will 
keep  an  accurate  account  of  the  expenses,  and  send  to  this  Depart- 
ment previously  to  the  meeting  of  Congress. 

A  reasonable  and  proper  compensation  will  be  allowed  to  yon  for 
the  duties  yon  may  be  required  to  perform. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(Same  to  Peter  Hamilton,  Mobile,  Ala.,  appointed  commissioner  in 
department  of  Major-General  Maury,  and  to  J.  L.  M.  Curry,  Talladega, 
Ala.,  March  17,  appointed  a  c<»nmi88ioner  in  the  army  of  Oenend 
Johnston.*) 


[Makch  14,  1864.— For  authority  to  J.  0.  S.  Blackburn  and  Harris 
H.  Johnston  each  to  enlist  a  company  for  special  service  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, see  Series  I,  Vol.  LII,  Part  n,  p.  638.] 


General  Orders,  |       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  33.         f  EichTtumdj  March  15,  1864. 

I.  The  Bureau  of  Conscription  will  proceed  to  enroll  ^  persons 
between  the  m^s  qX.  seventeen  and  eighteen  years,  and  between  the 
f^s  of  forty-five  and  fifty  years,  under  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of 

Congress  to  organize  forces  to  serve  during  the  war. 

II.  Persons  liable  to  enrollment  will  present  themselves  to  the 
enrolling  officer,  in  the  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  within 
thirty  days  from  the  day  when  notice  shall  be  given  in  the  district  or 
county  by  the  enrolling  officer  for  persons  of  this  class  to  appear  for 
enrollment.  The  failure  to  comply  with  this  notice  will  subject  the 
defaulter  to  a  liability  to  be  called  into  the  general  service  with  the 
class  of  persons  between  eighteen  and  forty-five,  unless  he  shall  have 
a  valid  excuse  therefor,  to  be  judged  of  by  the  Bureau  of  Conscription. 

m.  Any  person  liable  to  enrollment  under  this  act  may  join  any 
company  for  local  defense  which  has  been  formed  tinder  GenenJ 
Orders,  No.  86,  issued  22d  of  June,  1863,  for  the  war,  or  any  other 
company  for  local  defense  which  has  been  accepted  into  the  service, 
and  which,  by  the  terms  of  its  enlistment,  is  liable  to  serve  anywhere 
within  the  State;  or  persons  of  this  class  may  form  new  companies 
for  local  defense  and  special  service,  under  General  Orders,  No.  86, 
1863,  for  the  war,  and  select  their  own  officers. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Ad^ant  and  Inspector  General. 

•  For  Cfnrry'fl  reply,  see  Series  I,  VoL  UI,  Part  II,  p.  648. 
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Confederate  States  of  Ausrica,  War  Department, 

Richanondt  Va.,  March  J5^  J864. 

His  Excellency  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Oovemor  of  Norih  CcmMna,  Redeigh,  N.  C: 
Sir:  The  notice  to  which  reference  is  made  in  your  letter  of  the  8th 
instant*  having  been  given  by  anthority  of  the  Navy  Department, 
your  communication  was  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
who,  in  his  response,  expresses  some  surprise  that  a  notice  given  in 
conformity  to  regulations  adopted  by  the  President,  under  the  author- 
ity and  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  should  cause  indignation 
on  your  part.  He  presumes  the  vessel  referred  to  is  the  Hausa,  and 
adds  that  the  nature  of  the  interest  owned  by  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  in  her  is  not  explained  by  you.  Under  the  late  regulations 
I  have  no  authority  over  the  subject,  which  rests  now  mainly  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  any  remonstrance  you  deem 
leqnifrite  should  appropriately  be  addressed  to  him. 

Very  resjwctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Raleigh,  March  16^  186J^. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sm:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  this  morning  your  letter  of  the  12th 
instant  requesting  me  to  act  as  commissioner  for  North  Carolina  under 
the  orders  relative  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  The  appointment 
is  one  that  I  do  not  desire,  but,  nevertheless,  I  will  accept  it,  desirous, 
as  I  am,  to  serve  the  Government  in  any  capacity  that  my  services 
may  be  needed.  I  suppose  that  in  doing  so  I  shall  be  allowed  to 
attend  to  some  important  business  of  a  professional  kind  in  two  or 
three  counties  the  coming  spring  terms  of  the  superior  courts  in  rela- 
tion to  which  I  am  under  prior  engagements.  What  assistants  I  may 
need  I  know  not.  It  will,  of  course,  depend  very  much  upon  circum- 
stances. One  competent  clerk  or  more  I  shall  certainly  need.  I  will 
keep  an  account  of  all  expenses,  but  would  suggest  that  some  authority 
begiven  to  procure  stationery  from  the  proper  officer  here. 

Upon  my  return  from  Richmond  I  found  a  letter  from  Ohief  Justice 
Pearson.  I  send  herewith  an  extract,  from  which  you  will  see  that  he 
is  disposed  to  raise  a  question  as  to  the  constitutiouality  of  so  much 
of  the  habeas  corpus  act  as  suspends  the  writ  in  cases  of  "attempts 
to  avoid  military  service"  by  suing  out  the  writ.  I  shall  decline  to 
send  him  any  argument  on  the  subject,  but  shall  inclose  him  the  order 
issued  with  the  act.  This  letter  of  Judge  P[ear8on]  was  written 
before  the  decision  of  his  associate,  Battle,  was  made  and  published, 
refusing  to  issue  a  writ  where  it  api>eared  upon  the  face  of  the  peti- 
tion that  the  party  was  attempting  to  avoid  military  service.  It  is 
said  Judge  Manly,  the  other  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  has  acted 
in  the  same  manner,  and  I  hope  Judge  Pearson  will  not  persist  in  his 
cooise. 

Veiy  respectfully, 

THS.  BRAGG. 


•See  Series  I,  Vol.  U,  Part  H,  p.  888. 
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Extract  of  Judge  Pearson^s  letter,  dated  Richmond  Hill  (his  home), 
March  5,  1864: 

^ce  my  Tetarn  home  I  have  issiied  a  good  many  writs,  but  have  declined  to 
act  in  any  case  without  a  return  from  the  enrolUng  officer.  In  the  matter  of 
Boaser,  Captain  Pearson,  enrolling  officer,  returned  oy  fiUng  a  certificate  under 
oath,  "  the  paxty  is  detahied  by  or^r  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  attempts  to 
avoid  military  service."  I  entered  on  it,  "March  4,  1864.  The  return  of  the 
enrolling  oflScer  is  so  general  as  not  to  raise  the  question  whether  Congress  has 
])Ower  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  civil  cases,  or 
whether  Conereas  intended  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  habeas  corpus  in  civil 
remedies.  The  case  awaits  such  motion  as  the  party  may  be  advised  by  his 
connsel." 

So  the  matter  stands.  I  anticipate  there  may  be  motion  for  a  rule  to  show 
cause  why  the  return  should  not  be  so  amended  as  to  raise  the  question  by  adding 
that  the  party  was  arrested  as  a  conscript,  and  the  attempt  to  avoid  military 
service  is  by  suing  out  the  writ.  But  I  can't  sajr  what  course  will  be  taken. 
Probably  the  enrolling  officer  may  make  the  addition  so  as  to  raise  the  question. 

He  then  Invites  an  investigation  of  the  subject  by  me  and  requests 
me  to  send  him  a  written  ai^ument,  or  that  he  will  go  again  to  Salis- 
bury and  hear  an  ailment  if  I  prefer  it,  Ac. ,  *  *  provided  the  question 
is  presented  in  the  return." 


General  Orders,  )    .   Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  34.         f  Richmond,  March  16,  1864. 

I.  The  following  act  of  Congress  and  orders  are  published  for  the 
information  of  the  Army : 

AN  ACT  to  provide  ftn  InTalld  oorpa. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  all  oflBcers, 
non-conmu^oned  officers,  musicians,  privates  and  seamen,  who  have  or  shall 
become  disabled  by  wounds,  or  other  injuries  received,  or  disease  contracted  in  the 
service  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  in  the  line  of  duty,  shall  be  retired  or  dis- 
charged from  their  respective  positions  as  hereinafter  provided.  But  the  rank, 
pay  and  emoluments  of  such  officers,  and  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  such  nan- 
commissioned  officers,  musicians,  privates'  and  seamen,  shall  continue  to  the  end 
of  the  war  or  as  long  as  they  shall  continue  so  retired  or  discharged. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  persons  claiming  the  benefits  of  this  act,  shall  present  them- 
selves for  examination,  to  one  of  the  medical  examining  boards  now  established 
by  law.  Upon  the  certdficate  of  sach  Board  that  snch  permanent  disability  exiBts, 
snch  persons  shall  be  retired  or  dischar;^  as  aforeeaid. 

Sec.  8.  That  all  persons  retired  or  discharged  as  aforesaid,  shall  periodically, 
and  at  least  once  in  six  months,  present  themselves  to  one  of  said  boards  for  fur- 
ther examination,  under  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  result  of  which  examination  shall  be  reported  by  such  Board  to  the  said  Sec- 
retary. And  if  any  such  person  shall  fail  so  to  report  himself  to  such  Board, 
whenever  he  shall  be  required  so  to  do,  he  shall  be  dropped  from  said  retired  or 
discharged  list,  and  become  liable  to  conscription,  under  the  terms  of  the  law, 
unless  such  failure  shall  be  caused  by  physical  disability. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  majr  assign  such  officers,  and  order  the  detail 
of  such  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  privates  and  seamen,  for  such  duty 
as  the^  shall  be  qualified  to  perform.  If  any  such  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  privates  and  seamen,  shall  be  relieved  from  disability,  they  shall  be 
restored  to  duty  in  their  respective  commands. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  make  aU  needful  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  action  of  the  medical  boards  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  6.  That  vacancies  caused  by  the  retirement  of  officers  nnder  this  act,  shall 
be  filled  as  in  case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  snch  officers. 

Sec.  7.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  its  passage. 

Approved  February  17, 18W. 

II.  Applications  will  be  made  by  officers  and  soldiers  who  wish  to 
be  retired  or  discharged  nnder  this  act  through  their  ocmmiaiLdiiig 
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officers  for  authority  to  appear  before  one  of  the  medical  examining 
boards  now  established  by  law.  Commanding  ofScera  will  indorse 
fally  the  facts  connected  with  the  alleged  disability  and  forward  the 
application  to  the  general  commanding,  who  will  return  it  to  the 
applicant  with  his  approval  or  the  reason  why  it  is  withheld.  The 
indorsement  will  be  the  authoi-ity  to  the  Board,  which  will  bo  composed 
of  three  medical  officers,  for  the  examination  of  the  applicant. 

III.  If  the  application  be  approved  by  the  commanding  general, 
and  the  Board  find  the  soldier  permanently  disabled  by  wounds  or 
other  injuries  received  or  disease  contracted  in  the  service,  it  will 
retire  the  soldier  and  forward  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General 
the  original  application  and  certificates;  or,  if  the  Board  find  a  soldier 
totally  unfit  for  duty  in  any  department  of  service,  he  may,  if  he  pre- 
fer it,  be  discharged  upon  certificates  of  disability,  under  the  regula- 
tions and  usage  of  the  service,  as  before  the  enactment  of  the  law 
providing  an  invalid  corps.  If  the  application  be  disapproved,  the 
Bourd  may,  nevertheless,  proceed  with  the  examination.  If  they  find 
the  applicant  permanently  disabled  from  either  of  the  causes  stated 
in  the  act,  they  will  not  retire  him,  but  forward  the  original  applica- 
tion and  their  certificate  to  the  Surgeon-General  for  final  action  at 
this  office. 

IV.  A  corresponding  course  will  be  pursued  when  the  applicants 
are  officers,  except  that  the  Board  wiU.  not  retire,  but  forward  the  cer- 
tificates, through  the  Surgeon-General,  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General. 

V.  If  the  Board  examining  the  officer  or  soldier  find  him  disabled 
for  service  in  the  field,  but  fit  for  duty  in  some  department  of  service, 
the  duty  he  can  best  perform  will  te  indicated  in  the  certificate,  which 
will  be  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gener^. 

yi.  Officers  recommended  under  the  act  to  relieve  the  Army  of  dis- 
qualified, disabled,  or  incompetent  officero,  approved  October  13, 18G2, 
to  be  retired  because  of  wounds  or  other  injuries  received  or  disease 
contracted  in  the  service,  will  receive,  upon  their  written  application 
to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  authority  to  appear  before 
one  of  the  medical  examining  boards  for  retiring  officers  and  privates, 
onder  the  act  atwve  recited,  approved  February  17,  18t>4. 

VII.  Officers  or  soldiers  retired  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  will 
present  themselves  once  in  six  months  to  one  of  the  boards  of  sur- 
geons indicated  in  paragraph  II  of  these  orders  for  further  examina- 
tion, the  result  of  which  will  be  certified  as  directed  in  paragraph  III 
of  these  orders.  If  prevented  by  physical  disability  from  so  present- 
ing himself  the  cause  of  such  failure  will  be  established  by  the  certi- 
ficate of  a  surgeon  of  the  Army,  or  of  a  citizen  physician  and  the 
enrolling  officer  of  the  district  in  which  the  person  may  at  the  time  be 
residing.  As  soon  as  the  physical  disability  is  removed  the  officer  or 
soldier  will  appear  before  the  Board  for  re-examination. 

VIII.  Failure  to  appear  periodically,  as  provided  by  the  preceding 
paragraph,  will  be  reported  by  the  Medical  Examining  Board  and 
proper  enrolling  officer  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

IX  Officers  retired  under  the  act  of  Congress  above  recited  are 
entitled  to  commutation  of  quarters  and  fuel  only  when  assigned  to 
duty  (as  provided  in  section  4  of  said  act)  at  a  station  without  troops 
where  public  quarters  cannot  be  furnished  in  kind.  They  will  receive 
pay  from  any  post  quartermaster  upon  exhibiting  evidence  of  their 
retirement  from  active  service  and  the  certificate  of  last  payment 
required  by  paragraph  IV,  General  Orders,  No.  28,  and  paragraph  I, 
General  Orders,  No.  126,  1863. 
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X.  Soldiers  retired  from  the  service  as  herein  provided  will  be  fur- 
iiished  with  descriptive  lists,  which,  in  addition  to  the  usual  history 
given,  will  exhibit  the  fact  that  they  have  been  placed  on  the  retired 
list  and  designate  the  post  at  which  they  will  be  entitled  to  receive 
pay  and  allowances.  They  will  report  to  the  commandant  of  such 
post — which  will  be  nearest  their  places  of  reeddenoe — and  deliver  to 
him  their  descriptive  lists. 

XI.  Post  commanders  are  required  to  take  possession  of  descriptive 
liste  of  all  soldiers  reporting  to  them  and  from  the  data  therein  given, 
at  the  end  of  every  two  months,  to  prepare  muster-roUa  upon  which 
these  soldiers  will  receive  pay  from  the  post  quartermaster  or  assist- 
ant quartermaster.  They  will  append  to  each  roll  a  certificate  that  it 
has  been  made  out  in  accordance  with  statements  presented  in 
descriptive  lists  of  the  soldiers  on  file  in  his  office. 

XII.  Oflftcers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  will  issue  neces- 
sary clothing  to  retired  soldiers  upon  requisitions  made  by  the  com- 
mandants of  the  posts  at  which  they  are  stationed,  taking  their 
receipts  upon  receipt  roUs,  Form  No.  53,  Regulations  for  the  Quarter- 
master's I>epartment. 

XIII.  Retired  soldiers  will  have  their  rations  commuted  at  tl.25 
per  day,  to  be  paid  by  the  commissary  at  the  post  designated,  under 
the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer. 

Xiy.  When  the  soldier  shall  be  returned  to  his  conunand,  his  dis- 
ability for  field  service  having  been  removed,  the  post  commander 
will  note  upon  Ms  descriptive  list  the  dates  to  which  payment  may 
have  been  made  him  on  account  of  pay  and  rations  commuted  and 
the  articles  of  clothing  Issued,  and  return  it  to  him  to  be  delivered  to 
his  company  commander,  or,  if  he  belongs  to  the  non-commissioned 
staff,  to  the  adjutant  of  his  regiment  or  trattalion. 

XV.  The  following  forma  will  be  observed: 

ARMY  OF  THE  OOHTBDEBATE  STATES. 

Medical  certificate  to  nstire  invalid  officer, 
(Under  «ct  of  Congnn  Approrsd  February  17, 1861.) 

-,  of  the  B^ment,  Brigade,  having  appeared  before 


the  Board  for  examination,  we  do  hereby  certify- 

(Here  state  whether  the  officer  la  permanently  disabled  and  cannot  perform 
dnty  in  any  branch  of  the  military  service,  with  a  fall  description  of  ^e  wonnd, 
injury,  or  disease,  and  the  disabling  effects,  and  that  it  was  received  or  contracted 
in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  in  the  line  of  dnty.  If  it  is  a  re-ezamina- 
tion,  made  periodically,  state  sach  fact.  If  the  invalid,  being  disabled  for  service 
in  the  field,  is  fit  for  other  service,  recommend  him  accordingly.  Should  an 
invalid  retired  overcome  the  diaaMnty,  reooiDmend  him  for  waiai  duty  as  he  can 
perform.) 

 ,  Snrgeon,  P.  A.,  C.  S., 

 ,  Snrgeon,  P.  A.,  C.  S,, 

 ,  Sorgecm,  P,  A.,  C.  S., 

MedAou  mxmiming  Board. 

(Place.)   Examining  Board. 

(Date.) 

(Dapncates.) 

ABlfT  OF  THE  OONFBDXRATB  STATBS. 

Certifioate  of  diacMlity  for  retMng  of  invalid  aotdiers. 

(TTnder  aot  of  CongreeB  approved  Febnuu?  17,  18U.) 

 ,  of  Captain  's  company  (  ),  of  the  Begimsnt, 

 '8  brigade,  enrolled  or  enlisted  by  ,  at  ,  on  the   day 
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of  ,  to  serve  .   He  was  bom  in  ,  in  the  State  of  ;  is  

years  of  age,  feet  inches  high,  complexion,  eyes,  hair, 

and  by  occnpation,  when  enlisted,  a  ;  and  having  appeared  before  this  Board 

for  examinatUm,  we  do  hereto  certify— 

(Etere  state  wnefber  the  soldier  is  permanently  disabled  and  cannot  yeriom 
dmy  in  any  branch  of  the  military  service,  with  a  full  description  of  the  wound, 
injnry,  or  disease,  and  the  disabling  effects,  and  that  it  was  received  or  contracted 
in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  in  the  line  of  duty.  If  it  is  a  re-examina- 
tioD,  made  at  periods  of  six  months,  state  such  fact.  If  the  invalid,  being  disabled 
for  dnty  in  the  fidd,  is  fit  for  dnty  in  some  department  of  the  milita]^  service, 
recommend  him  accordingly.  Should  an  invalid  discharged  OTeroome  the  dis- 
ability, rec<muuend  him  for  such  duty  as  he  can  perform.) 

 ,  8ai^;e(m.  P.  A. ,  C.  S. , 

 ,  Snrgeon,P.A.,C.S., 

 ,  Sniveoa.  P.  A.,  C.  S. , 

liecHau  HeamfiUng  Board. 

{Place.)    Examining  Board. 

(Date.) 

(Daplicatee.) 

Form  for  retiring  a  mUdier. 

(Under  Ibe  ma%  to  prarfde  >■  invalid  oorpi,  approTi-d  F»linur7  IT,  ISH.) 

7b  aU  irAom  it  may  concern: 

Enow  ye  that  ,  a  of  Captain  's  company,  Begi- 

meot  of  ,  who  was  enlisted  the  day  of  ,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ,to  serve  ,  is  hereby  honorably  retired  from  military  service, 

with  the  pay  and  emolnments  of  a  in  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Said   '       was  bom  in  ,  in  the  State  of  ;  is  years  of 

age,  feet  inches  high,  c<miidexion,  eyes,  hair,  and  by 

occnpation,  when  enlisted,  a  . 

Given  at  IUb  day  of  ,  185—. 

 ,  Surgeon,  P.  A. ,  C.  8. 

 .  Surgeon,  P.  A.,  C.  8. 

 ,  Surgeon,  P.  A,  C. S. 

By  Older: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjidami  and  Inspector  General. 


[Makch  16,  1864. — For  orders  of  Governor  Allen,  requiring  every 
person  in  Louisiana  liable  to  militia  duty  to  hold  himself  in  readiness 
at  H  minute's  call  for  the  defense  of  the  State,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIV, 
Part  II,  p.  1047.] 


[March  17,  1864. — For  Vance  to  Davis,  in  relation  to  the  business 
of  blockade  nmuing,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LI,  Fart  II,  p.  837.] 


Circular)  Bureau  of  OoNscRipnoN, 

No.  8.    J  Richmond,  March  18,  186^. 

I.  General  Orders,  No.  26,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 
is  herewith  made  a  part  of  this  circular,*  and  commandants  of  con- 
scripts are  enjoined  to  proceed  to  the  rapid  and  vigorous  execution 
of  its  proYisions,  under  the  Instruetions  and  interpretations  herein 
prescribed. 

II.  Under  the  terms  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
published  in  General  Orders,  No.  26,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gen- 
eral's Office,  and  Xh.%  terms  of  Circular  No.  56  of  the  Bureau,  last  series, 

*See  p.  17a 


Digitized  by 


218 


COKHESPOITOENCE,  ETC. 


commandants  will  proceed  to  organize  the  service  in  their  respective 
States.  In  addition  to  the  organization  therein  provided  for,  and  in 
further  pursuance  of  paragraph  II  of  the  said  General  Orders,  No.  26, 
commandants  will  forthwith  oi^anize  in  each  county  a  board,  to  con- 
sist of  not  more  than  three  of  the  most  reliable  and  intelligent  citizens 
between  the  ages  of  forty-five  and  fifty  years,  and  who  have  been 
enrolled  and  detailed  for  the  service.  These  boards  will  be  charged 
with  aiding  the  local  enrolling  officer  in  obtaining  information  con- 
cerning all  applications  for  exemption  and  detail  for  agricultural  or 
other  industrial  pursuits,  and  also  in  furnishing  all  other  information 
which  may  be  needed  in  the  duties  imposed  upon  the  enrolling  officers. 
The  local  and  Congressional  enrolling  officer  will  be  required  to  super- 
vise the  action  of  these  boards,  and  promptly  report  to  the  commandant 
unfitness  or  delinquencies  on  the  part  of  the  persons  detailed  for  them. 
So  long  as  the  duties  are  properly  performed  the  persons  so  employed 
will  be  exempted  from  other  service.  Care  will  be  used  in  the  begin- 
ning to  select  proper  men,  and  in  view  of  the  grave  duties  herein 
devolved  upon  the  enrolling  officer,  he  will  at  his  discretion  require 
the  written  opinion  of  the  Board  on  claims  for  exemption  or  applica- 
tions for  detail,  and  may  call  on  them  for  special  information  concern- 
ing matters  pertinent  to  the  service.  In  every  case  referred  by  the 
local  or  Congressional  district  enrolling  officer  to  the  commandants 
an  opinion  as  to  the  merit  must  be  indorsed  or  accompany  the  case, 
and  the  like  rule  will  be  rigidly  observed  by  commandants  in  referring 
to  this  Bureau. 

III.  Commandants  will  order  the  immediate  enrollment  and  exam- 
ination of  all  persons  within  the  prescribed  ages  who  are  found  in  the 
employment  of  any  department  of  the  Government  and  who  are  not 
specially  exempted  by  the  act  of  Congress;  and  such  as  are  found  fit 
for  service  in  the  field  may  be  detailed  until  the  10th  day  of  April 
next,  provided  an  application  is  made  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
sixth  paragraph  of  General  Orders,  No.  26,  herein  cited. 

IV.  Commandants  of  conscripts  will  forthwith  transmit  to  this 
Bureau  recommendations  for  physicians  to  be  employed  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  IX,  General  Orders,  No.  26,  herein  cited.  Much 
complaint  reaches  this  Bureau  concerning  irregularities  in  the  med- 
ical examinations.  Loose  or  irregular  examinations  must  not  be  per- 
mitted, and  commandants  will  promptly  report  any  well-ascertained 
delinquency  in  the  matter. 

V.  Forms  for  consolidated  reports  by  the  commandants  of  con- 
scripts will  be  forwarded;  also  forms  for  the  records  of  the  Congres- 
sional district  and  local  enrolling  officers.  These  records  must  be 
accurately  kept  and  the  reports  based  on  them  must  be  in  clear  and 
intelligible  form  or  they  will  be  returned  for  revision  and  correction. 

VI.  Persons  and  cliuises  enumerated  in  the  first,  second,  third, 
fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  articles  of  section  10,  except  those  referred  to 
in  the  latter  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  said  tenth  section  of  the 
act  of  Congress  recited,  shall  be  exempted.  All  other  persons  referred 
to  in  said  act  shall  be  detailed. 

VII.  Exemptions  by  examining  boards. 

1.  Persons  who  shall  be  determined  by  the  Board  of  Examination 
to  be  incapable  of  performing  active  service  in  the  field  and  any  of 
the  duties  mentioned  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  said  act  of  Congress 
from  causes  of  a  permanent  nature  shall  be  exempted  from  military 
service  by  the  said  Board,  who  shall  grant  certificates  thereof,  which 
shall  specify  the  causes  of  the  incapacity,  reciting  in  full  the  nature 
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and  degree  of  the  disease  or  other  incapacity  and  the  probable  dura- 
tion of  the  disability  caused  by  it;  and  the  parties  shall  not  be  sub- 
ject to  future  examination  unless  specially  ordered  by  the  Board  of  the 
Congressional  district  in  which  such  parties  reside,  or  by  the  com- 
mandant of  conscripts  for  the  State,  or  by  this  Bureau. 

2.  When  in  the  opinion  of  enrolling  oflBcers  the  causes  for  which 
exemption  was  granted  to  a  person,  after  examination  by  the  Medical 
lioard,  have  ceased  to  exist,  they  will  make  a  report  to  the  Board, 
stating  the  name  of  the  person,  when  enrolled,  when  examined,  and 
ttie  disease  and  other  cause  of  disability  with  the  reasons  for  believ- 
ing it  to  have  disappeared,  and  that  the  person  is  capable  of  perform- 
ing active  service  in  the  field,  or  some  of  the  duties  mentioned  in  the 
said  eighth  section  of  the  act  aforesaid.  The  Examining  Board  will 
then  order  the  party  to  be  brought  before  it  for  re-examination.  When 
a  person  is  re-examined  by  the  Board  his  former  certificate  shall  be 
surrendered  and  canceled.  If  again  found  unfit  for  duty  a  new  cer- 
tificate  of  exemption  shall  be  issued  to  him. 

3.  Every  certificate  of  exemption  granted  by  a  Board  of  Examin- 
ation shall  be  approved  by  the  Congressional  district  enrolling  officer, 
which  shall  protect  the  person  exempted  from  molestation  by  the 
officers  of  conscription  and  from  re-examination  unless  the  Board  of 
Examination,  or  the  commandant  of  conscripts,  or  the  Bureau  of 
Conscription  shall  order  the  same. 

VIII.  Exemption  of  specified  classes  and  individuals. 

1.  Applications  for  exemption  under  the  third  and  sixth  articles  of 
the  tenth  section  of  the  act  aforesaid  shall  be  made  to  the  enrolling 
officer  of  the  county  in  which  the  applicant  resides,  who  will  thor- 
uaghly  investigate  the  case,  and  if  satisfied  by  eomx)etent  evidenoe 
that  exemption  should  be  allowed,  shall  issue  a  certificate  thereof, 
vhieh  must  be  submitted  to  the  enrolling  officer  of  the  Congressional 
district  for  his  approval. 

2.  Applications  for  exemptions  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  tenth 
section  of  the  act  aforesaid  shall  be  made  to  the  commandant  of  con- 
scripts for  the  State,  who  will  grant  the  certificate  of  exemption 
authorized  by  law,  to  continue  during  compliance  with  the  conditions 
prescribed  by  said  act.  Exemption,  except  for  the  president,  treas-*^ 
urer,  auditor,  and  superintendent,  shall  not  be  allowed  to  any  ofl&cers 
and  employ^  of  a  railroad  company,  unless  the  president  or  super- 
intendent shall  certify  on  oath  that  the  parties  applied  for  are  indis- 
pensable to  the  efficient  operation  of  such  railroad ;  that  the  persons 
exempted  on  said  railroad  shall  not  exceed  one  for  each  mile  thereof 
in  actual  use  for  military  transportation;  that  the  exempts  for  such 
road  shall  be  reported  by  name  and  description  once  a  month  to  the 
commandant  of  conscripts  for  the  State  through  which  such  road 
passes  (or  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription),  together  with  the  names 
and  descriptive  list  of  any  one  who  may  leave  the  employment  of  the 
railroad  company,  or  who  may  cease  to  be  indispensable  to  the  effi- 
cient operation  of  the  said  road. 

3.  The  exemption  of  overseers  or  agriculturists  on  each  farm  or 
plantation  upon  which  there  are  now,  and  were  on  the  Ist  day  of  Jan- 
oary  last,  fifteen  able-bodied  hands  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and 
fifty,  will  be  allowed  for  the  space  of  twelve  months,  and  the  certifi- 
cate of  exemption  shall  be  granted  by  the  officer  taking  the  bond 
required  by  law,  upon  being  informed  by  the  conunandant  for  that 
State  that  the  bond  is  approved. 
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4.  The  bond  required  to  be  given  upon  the  exemption  of  an  over- 
seer or  agriculturist,  under  the  fourth  article  of  section  10  of  the  said 
act,  shall  be  taken  by  the  enrolling  officer  of  the  county  or  district  in 
which  such  party  resides,  with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  tem- 
porary Board  aforesaid.  It  shall  be  payable  to  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  in  a  penalty  doable  the  estimated  value  of  the  products 
to  be  delivered  to  the  Government,  and  conditioned  for  the  faitbful 
performance  of  the  requirements  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  tent 
section  of  the  said  act.  The  value  of  the  said  products  shall  be 
assessed  by  the  enrolling  officer,  who  shall  t-ake  the  said  bond,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  said  temporary  Board,  according  to  the  market 
value  thereof  at  the  time  and  place  of  assessment.  The  said  boud 
may  be  secured  by  a  deposit  of  the  amount  of  the  penalty  thereof  in 
notes  issued  from  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  Confederate 
States,  with  any  of  the  depositaries  of  the  said  Treasury,  or  by  per- 
sonal security,  the  nature  of  the  security  to  be  at  the  option  of  the 
principal  obligor  in  the  said  bond.  Should  the  person  so  exempted 
elect  to  give  personal  security,  the  sureties  tendered  by  him  shall 
justify  their  sufficiency  under  oath  before  some  justice  of  the  peace, 
but  shall  not  be  accepted  unless  the  enrolling  officer  taking  the  said 
bond,  under  the  advice  of  the  said  temporal^  Board,  shall  deem  them 
sufficient.  Such  bonds  shall,  after  due  execution,  be  transmitted  to 
the  commandant  of  conscripts  for  the  State  for  file  in  his  office,  to  be 
surrendered  to  the  obligors  when  the  conditions  thereof  are  fully 
complied  with;  and  the  receipt  of  any  quartermaster  or  commissary 
specifying  that  the  amount  of  produce  required  by  the  bond  has  been 
duly  delivered  and  accepted  will  entitle  the  person  to  have  the  bond 
canceled;  and  copies  of  such  receipts  should  be  forwarded  to  the 
commandant  of  conscripts,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  to  the  Quarter- 
master-General or  the  Commissary-General,  through  this  Bureau. 

IX.  Exemption  on  account  of  religious  faith. 

Persons  entitled  to  exemption  as  provided  for  in  i)aragraph  XH, 
General  Orders,  No.  26,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  cur- 
rent serim,  will  on  application  receive  oeirtificates  thereof  from  the 
Congressional  district  enrolling  officer,  on  producing  satisfactory  evi- 
dence that  they  have  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

X.  Exemption  of  officers  of  Confederate  and  State  governments. 
Certiticates  of  exemption  for  officers  of  the  Confederate  and  State 

governments  will  be  given  by  the  commandants  for  the  States. 

XI.  Investigation  of  applications  for  exemption. 

1.  All  other  applications  for  exemption  shall  be  made  in  writing  to 
the  enrolling  ofQcer  of  the  county  or  district  in  which  the  applicant 
resides;  shall  be  supported  by  his  affidavit  and  other  sworn  testimony, 
and  dealt  with  according  to  the  provisions  of  paragraph  III,  of  Gen- 
eral Orders^  No.  26,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  current 
series. 

2.  Every  application  for  exemption  should  be  carefully,  minutely, 
and  thoroughly  investigated  by  the  local  enrolling  officer,  with  the  aid 
of  the  temporary  Board  to  be  organized  under  the  second  clause  of 
paragraph  II  of  this  circular,  and  be  thereafter  transmitted  to  the 
commandants  of  conscripts  for  the  State,  with  a  report  of  facts  and 
their  respective  opinions  on  the  merits  of  the  application.  The  report 
of  facts  should  be  somewhat  in  detail,  setting  forth  in  regular  order 
the  facts  developed  in  the  investigation,  giving  briefly  the  reasons  for 
the  opinion  expressed,  and  instead  of  being  put  in  the  form  of  an 
indorsement,  will  be  made  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper.   The  inveati- 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES. 


221 


gation  should  not  be  confined  to  an  examination  of  the  application  and 
tibe  papers  that  accompany  it,  or  merely  into  the  truth  of  the  state- 
ments therein  made,  but  should  be  directed  with  a  view  of  ascertain- 
ing all  the  facts  and  circnmstances  of  the  case;  and  the  exact  condi- 
tion of  the  i>arties  with  relation  thereto. 
XII.  Details. 

Agricultural  details:  1.  The  offioero  of  conscription  wilt  give  the 
most  careful  attention  to  the  provisions  of  paragraph  IV,  General 
Orders,  No.  26,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  OflBce,  current 
series,  in  connection  with  the  last  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
tenth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  cited.  This  paragraph  embraces 
the  whole  system  of  details  provided  by  law  to  maintain  the  indus- 
trial production  of  the  country,  in  view  of  the  public  defense. 

2.  The  investigation  of  every  case  presented  must  be  the  most  pre- 
cise and  accurate  which  can  be  attained  by  the  enrolling. officer  (with 
the  co-operation  of  the  temporary  boards),  and  all  action  must  be  in 
direct  view  of  the  necessities  indicated.  Commandants  will  institute 
sach  modes  of  inquiry  and  report  as  will  furnish  the  fullest  testimony. 
The  policy  of  the  law  is  to  enforce  the  largest  amount  of  production 
in  every  case  in  which  the  detail  is  made.  The  schedule  of  terms 
hereto  appended  will,  it  is  believed,  meet  a  majority  of  the  cases  that 
are  likely  to  be  presented.  Where  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  case  is 
covered  by  the  classification,  commandants  will  in  general  decide  by 
reference  to  the  plain  intent  of  the  law,  or  refer  the  matter  to  this 
Bureau,  with  full  testimony  and  opinion.  In  all  details  there  must  be 
satisfactory  evidence  of  the  necessity,  as  expressed  in  General  Orders, 
Xo.  26,  current  series. 

Schedule  of  terms:  3.  Where  there  are  two  or  more  farms  contigu- 
ous, or  within  five  miles  of  each  other,  measuring  from  the  home- 
steads, having  on  each  five  or  more  hands,  amounting  in  the  aggregate 
to  fifteen  bands,  or  where  one  person  has  two  or  more  plantations 
within  five  miles  of  each  other,  having  an  aggregate  of  fifteen  or  more 
hands,  there  may  be  detailed  one  person  as  overseer  or  manager  of 
the  two  or  more  farms;  provided  there  is  on  neither  of  the  farms  a 
white  male  adult,  declared  by  the  enrolling  officer  and  the  temporary 
Boud  capable  of  managing  the  farms  with  a  reasonable  efficiency,  not 
liable  to  military  duty;  and  provided  the  person  detailed  was  on  the 
Ist  day  of  January,  1864,  either  owner,  manager,  or  overseer  residing 
on  one  of  the  farms;  and  provided  the  owners  of  said  farms  shall 
execute  a  joint  and  several  bond,  on  the  terms  prescribed  for  the 
owners  of  fifteen  hands,  except  that  such  persons  shall  not  be  allowed 
the  privilege  of  commutation  provided  in  the  fourth  article  of  the 
tenth  section  of  the  act  recited. 

4.  Where  details  are  allowed  to  persons  having  less  than  fifteen, 
and  five  or  more  than  five,  hands,  they  shall  enter  into  like  obligation 
as  prescribed  for  the  owners  of  fifteen  or  more  hands,  except  that  for 
each  hand  less  than  fifteen  down  to  five  there  shall  be  supplied  five 
pounds  less  meat,  thus:  Each  of  fourteen  hands,  95;  thirteen  hands, 
90;  twelve  hands,  86;  *  *  •   six  hands,  55;  five  hands,  60  pounds. 

6.  Where  details  are  allowed  to  persons  having  less  than  five  hands, 
they  shall  enter  into  like  obligations  to  sell  all  their  surplus  produc- 
tions to  the  Government. 

6.  All  details  herein  prescribed  to  be  allowed  are  subject  to  revoca- 
tion by  the  commandant  of  conscripts,  on  the  report  of  the  enrolling 
officer  that  the  person  detailed  is  not  habitually,  industriously,  and  in 
good  faith  engaged  in  the  occupation  for  which  the  detail  is  granted. 
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Enrolling  officers  are  required  to  be  unusnally  vigilant  in  supervising 
such  details.    Omission  in  this  duty  will  constitute  grave  dereliction. 

7.  Enrolling  officera  are  required  to  exercise  the  utmost  caution  in 
recommending  details  in  the  classes  enumerated.  It  is  by  no  means 
intended  to  grant  them  indiscriminately,  but  to  limit  them  as  much 
as  is  consistent  with  the  public  good.  All  pertinent  ciroumstAnces 
will  be  carefully  inquired  into.  Among  these  are  fitness  for  the  field ; 
ability  or  aptitude  for  the  purposes  of  the  detail ;  conditioii  of  the 
family;  whether  any  or  how  many  are  in  the  military  service;  public 
good,  justice,  equity  or  necessity,  Ac. 

XIII.  Details  for  public  necessity. 

Applications  for  details  such  as  are  not  required  for  the  service  in 
any  of  the  military  bureaus,  or  for  service  in  any  of  the  departments 
of  the  Government,  including  service  with  contractors,  will  be  made, 
accompanied  by  a  descriptive  list,  to  the  enrolling  officer  of  the  appro- 
priate county  or  district,  and  be  supported  by  the  affidavit  of  the 
applicant  and  other  testimony  under  oath.  The  district  enrolling 
officer  will  institute  a  minute  and  searching  investigation  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  the  result  of  which  will  be  set  forth  on  a 
separate  sheet  of  paper.  The  district  enrolling  officer  may,  if  he 
approves  the  application,  grant  a  detail  for  sixty  days  and  forward 
the  papers  through  the  commandant  to  the  Bureau  for  its  action.  If 
the  application  is  refused,  the  reasons  in  full  will  be  indorsed,  and  in 
case  of  appeal,  the  papers  forwarded  to  this  Bureau  through  the  same 
channels.  If  the  persons  for  whose  detail  application  is  made  are 
engaged  in  performing  the  duties  on  account  of  which  details  are 
asked  they  will  be  allowed  to  remain  until  final  action.  If  otherwise, 
they  should  be  sent  to  camps  of  instruction. 

XIV.  Details  for  i)eraons  between  forty-five  and  fifty  for  Govern- 
ment work. 

Applications  for  the  detail  of  persons  between  forty-five  and  fifty 
years  of  age  for  service  in  any  of  the  military  bureaus  or  in  any  of 
the  departments  of  the  Government  will  be  made,  accompanied  by  a 
descriptive  list,  to  the  local  or  district  enrolling  officer;  and  it  must 
set  forth  the  nature  of  the  duties  to  be  performed,  the  necessity  for 
the  detail,  and  the  period  for  which  it  is  required.  The  district 
enrolling  officer,  after  investigation  made  and  reported  as  directed  in 
preceding  paragraph,  may,  if  he  approve  the  application,  grant  a 
detail  for  a  period  not  exceeding  sixty  days,  and  forward  the  papers 
to  the  commandant  for  his  action.  An  appeal  from  the  action  of  the 
enrolling  officers  and  the  commandant  may  be  taken  to  this  Bureau. 

XV.  Details  of  artisans,  mechanics,  Ac. 

1.  Applications  for  the  detail  for  service  in  any  of  the  military 
bureaus  op  for  any  of  the  departments  of  the  Government  (including 
contractors)  of  artisans,  mechanics,  or  persons  of  scientific  skill,  to 
perform  indispensable  duties,  should  be  made,  with  descriptive  lists, 
to  the  enrolling  officer.  The  skill  of  the  party,  the  duties  to  be  per^ 
formed,  and  why  his  services  are  indispensable,  and  the  period  for 
which  the  detail  is  required,  mast  be  distinctly  set  forth.  Applica- 
tions for  the  employes  of  contractoi-s  must  in  addition  contain  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  officer  contracted  with,  or  the  head  of  the  department, 
that  the  services  of  the  particular  parties  are  required  for  the  per- 
formance of  indispensable  Government  work.  The  district  enrolling 
officer  may  grant  detail  for  sixty  days  and  forward  the  papers  through 
the  commandant  (each  expressing  his  opinion^  to  this  Bureau  for  its 
action.    If  the  application  is  refused,  reasons  ui  full  will  be  indorsed, 
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and  in  case  of  appeal,  papers  forwarded  to  this  Bureau.  If  the  parties 
applied  for  are  at  work  they  will  be  allowed  to  remain  until  action  is 
taken;  if  otherwise,  they  should  be  sent  to  the  camps  of  instruction. 
Applications  for  the  detail -of  contractors  themselves  must  also  con- 
tain the  certificate  of  the  head  of  the  Bui-eau,  required  by  the 
eleventh  section  of  the  act. 

XVI.  All  other  applications  for  exemption  or  detail  not  otherwise 
provided  will  be  made  to  the  enrolling  officer  and  forwarded  through 
the  proper  channels. 

XVII.  Great  care  should  be  exercised  in  exempting  or  detailing 
able-bodied  men  between  eighteen  and  forty-five.  No  case  should  be 
acted  on  until  after  minute  and  thorough  investigation  as  to  the 
alleged  private  or  public  necessity,  advantage,  convenience,  justice, 
or  eqnity,  and  as  to  whether  persons  not  liable  to  service  in  the  field 
may  not  be  obtained. 

XVIII.  Reports. 

1.  Examining  boards,  in  addition  to  the  lists  directed  in  paragraph 
VIII,  General  Orders,  No.  26,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's 
Office,  current  series,  will  furnish  district  enrolling  officers  with  lists 
of  men  in  their  districts  found  fit  for  military  service  but  unfit  for 
service  in  the  field,  specifying  in  each  case  what  duties  they  are 
capable  of  performing.  Congressional  district  officers  to  fnmish 
similar  lists  to  county  enrolling  officers,  the  object  being  to  enable 
persons  needing  detailed  men  to  see  who  are  the  subjects  of  detail, 
and  to  choose  from  them. 

2.  Enrolling  officers  will  forward  to  the  commandant  of  conscripts 
monthly'  a  report  of  all  persons  enrolled  by  them  and  the  action  taken 
in  each  case.  These  reports  will  be  consolidated  by  the  commandant, 
with  reference  to  the  distinctions  made  in  the  act  of  Congress,  and  the 
regulations  for  its  enforcement,  in  duplicate,  one  copy  of  which  will 
be  forwarded  to  this  Bureau,  and  one  kept  on  file  in  the  office  of  the 
commandant. 

XIX.  Enrollment  of  reservt,  classes. 

1.  Commandants  of  conscripts  will  proceed  to  enroll  all  inn-sons 
between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  eighteen  and  forty-five  and  fifty 
years,  in  execution  of  General  Oi-ders,  No.  33,  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General's  Office,  cuirent  series,  which  is  herewith  made  a  part  of  this 
circular.* 

2.  Commandants  will  keep  a  separate  and  distinct  roll  of  pei-sons 
between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  eighteen  and  forty-five  and  fifty. 

3.  Commandants  of  conscripts  will  assign  to  duty,  as  a  supporting 
force  for  conscription  service,  such  persons  as  may  be  recommended 
by  the  examining  boards  as  unfit  for  the  field,  but  as  competent  for 
this  service;  and  when  as  many  as  sixty-four  such  persons  are  so 
assigned,  they  will  be  organized  into  a  company,  elect  their  officers, 
and.  return  the  muster-rolls  to  the  commandants;  and  if  there  be  not 
a  sufficient  number  to  form  a  company  in  each  Congressional  district, 
then  the  commandant  may  assign  a  sufficient  number  of  persons 
between  forty-five  and  fifty  years  of  age,  so  as  to  complete  a  company 
for  each  Congressional  district.  A  competent  officer  of  the  rank  of 
colonel  will  be  assigned  by  this  Bureau  to  oi^anize  such  companies 
into  a  regiment,  if  there  be  the  requisite  number  of  companies;  or 
into  a  battalion,  if  there  be  less  than  ten  companies;  or  into  two  bat- 
talions, if  deemed  preferable. 


*Here  omitted,  but  see  p.  312. 
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XX.  Gleneral  instructions. 

1.  Commandants  will  always  bear  in  mind  that  General  Orders, 
No.  26,  is  not  only  the  basis,  but  forms  a  large  i>ortion  of  these  instruc- 
tions. They  will  habitually  recur  to  its  provisions  to  aid  in  the  appli- 
cation of  other  provbions  of  this  circular. 

2.  Commandants  will  of  courae  refer  cases  of  difficulty  to  this 
Bureau ;  but  references  which  bear  on  their  face  that  they  are  rather 
to  ayoid  due  responsibility  or  labor  will  be  retained  without  remarks. 

3.  The  duty  of  the  commandants  of  conscripts  is,  in  accordance 
with  these  instructions,  to  maintain  and  invigorate  the  industrial  pro- 
duction of  the  Confederacy  and  supply  its  armies  with  men.  This 
duty  must  be  performed  or  our  stru^le  for  independence  and  liberty 
will  fail. 

By  order  of  Col.  J.  S.  Preston,  superintendent: 


Sir:  Governor  Watts,  of  Alabama,  in  his  letter  to  the  President, 
dated  8th  of  March,*  and  handed  by  you  to  me,  states  that  there  have 
been  many  companies  raised  in  Alabama  for  conscript  service  and  the 
arrest  of  absentees,  and  that  these  companies  have  in  general  done 
little  good  and  frequently  much  harm  to  the  service.  These  com- 
panies were  raised  by  Brigadier-Greneral  Pillow  when  assigned  to  con- 
scription service  by  General  Johnston.  The  evils  complained  of  were 
manifest  on  the  transfer  of  the  conscription  service  in  AUibama  to 
this  Bureau,  and  instant  steps  were  taken  to  ascertain  the  condition 
of  the  companies,  by  what  anthority  raised  and  assigned,  the  mate- 
rial of  which  they  were  composed,  and  all  other  matter  necessary  to  a 
proper  disposition  of  them. 

It  involved  a  slow,  difficult,  and  delicate  inspection.  Most  of  the 
companies  were  mustered  for  the  war,  contained  many  conscripts 
liable  to  general  service,  and  were  of  such  character  that  if  suddenly 
disbanded  the  men  might  be  entirely  lost.  If  the  conscripts  were 
withdrawn,  they  would  disband,  and  if  ordered  to  the  field  the  con- 
script service  would  be  utterly  without  support.  The  investigation  is 
progressing,  and  in  the  meantime  all  that  can  be  spared  from  con- 
script service  have  been  ordered  to  report  eiUier  to  General  Polk  or  to 
officers  authorized  by  the  War  Department  to  raise  and  oi^anize 
forces.  The  process  is  now  at  work  under  the  orders  of  an  efficient 
commandant  of  conscripts,  and  it  is  hoped  that  all,  or  nearly  all,  the 
companies  will  soon  be  placed  in  the  field  except  one  for  each  Con- 
gressional district  reserved  for  conscript  8er\'ice. 

I  still  believe  that  the  very  worst  agency  to  have  control  of  con- 
scription, except  that  of  generals  commanding,  is  the  local  civil  or 
military  authorities.  Wherever  it  has  been  tried  it  has  proved  a  dis- 
astrmis  failure,  and  such  would  be  the  result  of  Governor  Watts' 
plan.  If  the  State  authorities  or  generals  commanding  would  actively 
and  cordially  co-operate  with  the  conscript  authorities  Instead  of 
endeavoring  to  control  or  oppose  thein  good  might  result. 


C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
Assistant  A^utant-Oenercd. 


Bureau  of  Conscrxftiok, 
Bichmondt  March  18,  1864, 


Hon.  James  A.  Seddok, 


Secretary  of  War: 


*Not  fomid. 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES. 


225 


During  my  six  months  in  this  Bureau  there  has  never  been  one  man 
sent  to  the  field  by  State  authority.  Thousands  have  been  kept  from 
the  field  by  the  action  of  that  authority.  The  collisions  between  the 
State  and  conscript  authorities  have  been  universally  caused  by  the 
effort  of  the  States  to  keep  or  take  men  from  the  conscript  officers. 

The  same  experience  indicates  that  no  general  commanding  a 
department  or  district  having  control  of  conscription  has  sent  one 
conscript  out  of  his  department.  I  am  not  informed  that  fifty  con- 
scripts have  been  sent  from  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Florida,  or  Ten- 
nessee to  the  Army  of  Virginia  while  General  Pillow,  under  Greneral 
Johnston,  had  control  of  conscription  in  those  States. 

The  difficulties,  delays,  and  irregularities  of  conscription  do  not 
result  from  the  difficulty  in  finding  men,  but  the  impossibility  of 
getting  those  men  out  of  the  hands  of  recruiting  officers  under  gen- 
erals commanding,  of  Governors,  judges,  and  demagoguing  politicians. 
These  are  the  real  impediments  to  the  success  of  this  Bureau.  From 
one  end  of  the  Confederacy  to  the  other  every  constituted  authority, 
every  officer,  every  man  and  woman  is  engaged  in  opposing  the 
enrolling  officer  in  the  execution  of  his  duties.  It  is  their  efforts  to 
meet  and  overcome  these  obstacles  which  causes  the  outcry  against 
these  officers  and  suggests  these  crude  plans  for  the  service  to  which 
they  are  assigned. 

With  the  present  onerous,  responsible,  and  important  functions 
charged  upon  the  conscription  authorities,  it  may  be  worthy  of  con- 
sideration whether  the  duty  of  arresting  absentees  may  not  be  con- 
fided to  other  agencies ;  but  for  conscription  merely  yon  cannot  devise 
a  better  system  than  the  one  now  in  operation. 
Very  respectful^,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PKESTON, 
Cohnd  and  Swperint&ndeni. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Departuent, 


Sir:  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  suspension 
of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  the  orders  of  this  Department  for 
the  execution  of  the  writ.*  The  second  section  of  the  act  require 
the  selection  of  proper  officers  for  the  investigation  of  the  cases  of  all 
persons  who  may  be  arrested  or  detained,  and  for  the  discharge  of 
such  as  are  improperly  detained.  The  Department  has  selected  you 
for  the  oversight  and  direction  of  the  whole  subject  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  except  the  cases  immediately  arising  in  the  army  of  General 
.Joseph  E.  Johnston.  A  person  has  been  selected  to  attend  to  l^at 
army. 

Yoa  will  be  authorized  to  detail  from  the  men  between  forty-five 
and  fifty  years  such  assistants  as  you  may  require.  The  duties  to  be 
performed  will  sufficiently  appear  from  the  act  itself  and  from  the 
orders  already  issued.  A  copy  of  this  letter  will  be  sent  to  the  various 
militAry  commanders,  and  you  will  be  entitled  to  transportation  upon 
application  to  the  quartermaster. 

*See  General  Orders,  No.  81,  p.  208. 
15  B  R — SERIES  IV,  VOL  JO. 
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Hon.  EUGENIUS  A.  NiSBET, 


Macorij  Qa.: 
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Congress  failed  to  make  an  appropriation  to  carry  into  efifect  the 
act,  and  the  Department  cannot  at  this  time  specify  the  rate  of  com- 
pensation; but  an  application  will  be  made  to  Congress  in  May  next, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be' settled  on  a  satisfactory  basis.  Menn- 
while  you  are  requested  to  keep  an  accurate  account  of  the  expenses 
and  forward  them  to  tiie  Department  before  the  Ist  of  May. 

The  Department  Is  aware  of  the  delloate  nature  of  the  duties  to  be 
performed,  and  the  importance  in  the  present  condition  of  the  country 
of  exactness  and  circumspection  in  the  administration  of  the  power 
confided  by  the  act  the  Department  devolves  upon  you  in  the  State 
of  Geoi^ia  under  a  sense  of  the  responsibility  that  rests  upon  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  J.  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War  Corifederate  States  of  America: 

Sir:  There  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  the  want  of  organized 
transportation  and  the  inability  of  the  railroads  to  effect  the  domestic 
commerce  of  the  country  enters  largely  into  the  problem  of  maxket 
price,  and  must  to  that  extent  affect  the  operation  of  the  new  cor- 
rency  act.    The  obstacles  to  internal  commerce  are : 

First.  The  incomplete  condition  of  certain  railroad  extensions  and 
connections,  such  as  those  of  the  Danville  and  Central,  in  Virginia; 
the  connection  by  rail  to  Bichmond,  Petersburg  from  Yorkville, 
across  to  Augusta,  Ac. 

Second.  The  deficiency  of  rolling-stock,  especially  of  locomotives. 
The  several  roads  now  rtinning  in  Vii^nia  have  not  one-fourth,  in 
some  cases  not  one-eighth,  of  .the  motive  power  proper  for  their 
regular  trade.  Hie  Central  road  reported  only  eight  locomotives  in 
working  order.  The  ratio  of  engines  to  length  of  road  run  would 
give  the  road  fifty  or  sixty.  The  'Virginia  and  Tennessee  road  is 
short  of  motive  power,  and  the  South  Side  road  in  every  respect  inad- 
equate to  its  business.  The  rails  of  all  these  roads  are  reported  in 
bad  condition,  varying  of  course  with  grades  and  tonnage,  but  all 
requiring  repair.  The  reduction  of  train  speed  has  its  effect  upon 
the  internal  intercourse  of  the  country. 

Third.  The  refusal  of  roads  on  the  same  gauge  to  allow  the  frei^Ut- 
csrs  of  otiier  roads  to  run  over  their  rail,  thereby  involving  unneces- 
sary transshipments,  and  throwing  the  through  freights  into  the 
hands  of  an  express  company,  heretofore  unlimited  in  its  exactions. 
These  are,  in  my  opinion,  the  main  causes  of  the  great  difference  in 
prices  between  the  different  portions  of  the  Confederacy  said  between 
the  metropolis  and  the  interior. 

During  the  last  session  of  the  Virginia  Legislature  it  became  my 
duty,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Interior  Naviga- 
tion (I  state  this  to  authenticate  the  condition  and  defects  of  the 
Virginia  roads),  to  examine  into  the  subject  of  internal  transportation, 
and  to  recommend  measures  for  its  improvement.  The  lower  House 
passed  a  bill  requiring  roads  to  pass  the  freight-cars  of  other  roads 
of  the  same  gauge  over  their  own  road.  Railroads  were  required  to 
establish  an  express  department,  llkese  provisions  were  lost  in  the 
Senate.  Express  companies  were  placed  under  stringent  regnlations; 
They  are  now  restricted  to  donble  the  freigiit  flowed  the  riuLx>ad. 


JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


LiBBRTY,  Va.,  March  18,  1864, 
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A  bill  was  also  reported  makiDg  a  State  subscription  to  a  joint-stock 
looomotiye  factory  and  roUiag-miU.  It  was  re^uded  favorably,  but 
not  reached.    The  remedies  proposed  are: 

First.  The  military  poesession  of  ttie  roads  so  far  as  to  insure 
timragfa  freights  and  dose  oonneotions. 

Second.  The  Organization  of  locomotive  factories  with  a  detail  of 
skilled  workmen,  fuid  the  importation  or  manufacture  of  boiler 
plates,  tubular  boilers,  chilled  wheels,  chilled  tire,  <fec.,  the  mann- 
factore  of  freight-cars,  the  erection  of  rolling-mills,  whenever  neces- 
sary for  the  repair  of  extensive  lines  of  roads.  I  am  aware  this  plan 
involves  labor  and  responsibility,  but  it  is  submitted  in  the  belief 
that  it  will  effect  much  to  facilitate  the  military  operations  and  the 
internal  commerce  of  the  country.  It  will  indirectly  operate  upon 
the  corrency,  for  if  the  supplies  continue  irregular  or  deficient  the 
Govwnment  will  be  driven  to  a  reissue  of  currency.  You  will  please 
excuse  this  communioation,  dictated  by  an  interest  in  the  public 
wdfare. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

WM.  M,  BimWELL. 

[Flrat  ladwameiit.1 

March  28,  1864. 

quabterhastbb-gbneraii : 
Hiese  suggestions  are  worthy  of  attentive  consideration. 

J.  A.  S. 

[Seoond  l&dora«iMiit.I 

Quabtbruasteb-Oenbral^s  Office, 

March  29,  1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sims. 
By  order  of  Quartermaster-General: 

W.  F.  ALEXANDER, 
3f<^or  a7u2  Assistant  to  the  Quartermaster-Oeneral. 

[Third  Indaraement.] 

Quartermastbb-Gener^'s  Office, 

AprU  9,  1864. 

Respectfnlly  returned  to  tiie  Secretary  of  War,  whose  attention  is 
invited  to  the  inclosed  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sims. 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster-  General. 

[InolMara.] 

C.  S.  QUARTBRHASTER*S  DEPT.,  RAILROAD  BUBEAU, 

Richmond,  April  i,  I864. 

Brig.  Gren.  A.  R.  Lawton, 

Quartermaster- Qeneralt  Richmond,  Va.: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  a  communication 
from  Hon.  W.  M.  Burwell,  and  submit  for  your  consideraUon  the 
following  reply: 

First.  It  is  well  known  to  all  who  have  investigated  the  matter  that 
everything  possible  has  been  done  to  complete  the  Danville  connec- 
tion, and  bat  for  the  difficulty  in  getting  rails  it  would  have  been 
further  toward  completion.  The  connection  from  Columbia  to  Au- 
gusta is  one  of  extreme  importance  and  should  be  fostered  in  every 
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way  by  the  Government.  Immense  trouble  will  be  encountered,  but 
the  reward  will  be  great.  It  will  shorten  the  distance  between  those 
two  points  from  143  miles  to  about  80  miles,  saving  about  63  miles 
and  giving  a  line  not  subject  to  interruptions  by  the  enemy.  It  could 
be  finished  in  twelve  months,  but  it  would  require  extraordinary  exer- 
tions and  every  facility  that  Government  could  give.  It  cannot  be 
urged  too  strongly,  and  I  trust  the  matter  will  not  drop  with  this 
report. 

Second.  The  deficiency  of  rolling-atock  is  great  and  without  remedy 
until  the  policy  of  the  Gk>vemment  changes  in  regard  to  keeping 
mechanics  in  the  Army,  to  which  must  be  added  anotiier  difficulty 
quite  as  serious,  i.  e. ,  the  supply  of  iron.  The  deficiency  of  loeomo- 
tivos  is  not  so  serious  if  those  in  the  country  could  be  thoroughly 
repaired.  This  takes  mechanics  and  materials,  which  are  not  in  the 
Confederacy.  I  am  confident  that  with  100  mechanics  and  a  supply 
of  block  tin,  copper,  cast-steel,  Ac,  distributed  through  the  various 
shops  in  Virginia,  that  the  effective  motive  power  of  the  State  would 
be  in  six  months  increased  one-half.  It  was  with  the  idea  of  placing 
this  machinery  in  good  order  that  I  applied  for  the  detail  of  one 
medianio  for  every  ten  miles  of  railroad  In  operation,  in  the  (Donfed- 
eraoy,  but  so  impracticable  was  (M>nsidered  my  sog^^estion  that  no 
was  made  to  it. 

Third.  It  is  almost  an  impossibility  for  those  who  have  had  no 
practical  experience  to  understand  how  any  difficulty  can  arise  from 
interchanging  ears,  and  yet  it  is  most  fruitful  of  destruction  to  prop- 
erty. Cars  never  get  the  proper  attention  when  from  under  the  owner's 
eye,  and  with  the  present  scarcity  it  is  the  true  policy  to  husband 
them  with  care.  The  experience  of  the  world  is  against  it,  and  if 
the  time  ever  comes  when  it  is  pursued  you  may  rely  upon  all  improve- 
ment in,  or  certainty  of,  transportation  is  destroyed.  In  peace  times 
competing  lines  sometimes  interchanged  cars,  but  it  was  always  with 
the  expectation  that  many  would  be  destroyed.  Cfui  we  afford  to  lose 
any?  Certainly  not.  Then  we  must  manage  thoaa  we  have  so  as  to 
avoid  it,  and  that  can  only  be  done  by  keeping  them  constantly  under 
the  eye  of  the  owner.  The  establishment  of  a  locomotive  factory  is 
vexy  desirable,  but  here  arises  the  same  question  of  men  and  material, 
with  the  additional  one  of  obtaining  complicated  machinery ;  but  these 
are  not  insurmountable  obstacles,  nor  do  they  need  legislation.  If  the 
mechanics  can  be  had  the  balance  will  be  forthcoming.  If  mechanics 
are  not  to  he  had  for  rejMiiring  locomotives,  where  is  the  force  coming 
from  to  construct  them?  That  the  railroads  should  come  under  mili- 
tary control  I  am  becoming  every  day  more  satisfied.  There  seems 
to  be  a  desire  to  work  for  the  road's  interest  rather  than  sacrifice  all 
convenience  for  the  country's  cause.  For  instance,  it  is  clear  to  any- 
body that  the  two  roads  from  Richmond  to  Weldon  should  be  worked 
as  one  corporation,  and  yet  all  the  advantages  to  the  Government  and 
the  public  cannot  bring  it  about.  If  the  Virginia  Legislature  really 
wish  to  make  the  railnmds  serve  the  Confederate  States,  let  it  amal- 
gamate these  two  roads.  This  is  a  matter  about  which  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  and  nothing  but  self-interest  will  oppose  it.  Greater 
harmony  would  doubtless  produce  better  results,  but  this  I  fear  can 
never  be  obtained  until  a  Government  officer  manages  every  road. 
The  present  incumbents  might  still  retain  their  positions,  but  should 
be  directly  amenable  to  Government,  and  made  to  feel  that  the  inter- 
ests of  Government  were  {taramonnt  every  other  oouBideration. 
This  question  will  press  more  hea\ily  than  heretofore  from  the  extent 
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of  demand  which  require  greater  exertions,  and  its  consideration 
should  not  be  postponed.  The  sum  of  all  that  is  proposed  in  this 
commnnication  is  men  and  iron.  With  these  we  can  make  boiler 
platO)  vheels,  tires,  cars,  rails,  Ae.  There  is  nothing  impossible  in 
it  hkdeed,  it  is  easy  of  accomplishment,  and  if  Government  wH]  only 
offer  the  details,  works  corresponding  in  extent  with  the  demand  wiU 
800Q  be  started ;  but  before  I  could  conscientiously  recommend  this 
plan  I  should  like  to  see  all  the  present  motive  power  and  cars  in 
working  condition,  and  until  this  is  done  it  is  worse  than  folly  to 
attempt  more  extensive  projects. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SIMS, 
lAeiUenant' Colonel  and  Quartermaster. 


[March  18,  1864.— For  Forrest  to  Polk  and  Clark  to  Polk,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  transfer  of  the  State  troops  of  Mississippi  to  the  Confed- 
erate service,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXXI,  Part  III,  pp.  660,  651.] 


General  Orders,  )      Adjt.  and  Ixsp.  General's  Office, 

No.  35.         J  Richm&ndy  March  19,  I864. 

I.  Officers  on  inspection  duty,  while  traveling  under  the  immediate 
orders  of  the  War  Department,  will  be  allowed  their  personal  expenses 
(less  the  commutation  value  of  one  ration  per  day)  in  lien  of  all  allow- 
ances for  fuel,  quarters,  and  forage.  Each  account  must  be  certi- 
fied by  the  officer  receiving  the  payment,  and  will  be  paid  by  ai^ 
quartermaster. 

II.  Paragraph  166,  General  Regulations,  is  not  construed  to  allow 
certain  commanding  officers  to  grant  themselves  leave.  They  will 
not  absent  themselves  from  their  commands  without  authori1;y  from 
this  office. 

in.  Paragraph  170,  General  Regulations,  is  hereby  revoked.  Nor 
will  the  commander  of  a  post  grant  leave  to  an  officer  without  per- 
mission first  obtained  from  the  general  commanding  the  army  or 
department  in  which  the  post  may  be  established. 

IV.  Commanding  generals  and  other  commanding  officers  are  pro- 
hibited from  detaching  officers  and  ordering  them  to  duty  or  for 
assignment  in  other  commands,  or  beyond  the  limits  of  their  depart- 
ments or  commands,  without  previous  authority  from  this  office.  The 
transportation  allowance  of  an  officer  so  detached  and  ordered  with- 
out previous  authority  will  be  charged  to  the  officer  giving  the  order. 

•V.  Until  exchanged  and  reassembled,  the  officers  and  men  of  cap- 
tured organizations  will  be  temporarily  assigned,  by  the  general  com* 
manding  the  department  in  which  the  troops  have  been  serving,  to 
depleted  organizations  in  the  service,  or  to  such  other  duty  as  the 
commanding  general  may  direct.  To  this  end  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
the  officers  of  the  Conscription  Bureau  in  the  several  States  to  return 
to  the  general  commanding  the  department  in  which  the  trooxn  have 
last  served  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  are  now  or  may  be  hereafter 
absent  from  duty  on  account  of  the  capture  of  their  command. 

VI.  Paragraph  VI,  General  Orders,  No.  13,  current  series,  is  thus 
amended : 

In  making  payments  to  soldiers  upon  descriptive  lists  officers  of  the 
Qnutermaster's  Department  will  be  careful  to  indorse  thereon  the 
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amounts  paid  and  the  time  for  which  they  have  been  paid,  Tetnming 
the  same  to  them  for  delivery  to  their  company  commanders.  Dis- 
bursing officers  will  file  with  receipts  given  by  soldiers  thus  paid  a 
certificate  in  each  case  that  the  descriptive  list  was  according  to  pre- 
scribed form,  dated,  and  subscribed  by  the  officer  commanding  the 
compai^;  that  the  station  of  the  comx)iwy  was  given  and  that  no 
money  was  paid  the  soldier  except  that  certified  by  the  officer  as  due 
from  the  records  of  the  company. 

VII.  Under  General  Orders,  No.  142, 1863,  the  inspector-general  of 
field  transportation  is  charged  with  impressing  and  purchasing  field 
transiwrtation  ^or  the  Army.  His  officers  and  agents  will  not  be  inter 
fered  with  by  either  officers  or  soldiers  when  engaged  in  discharging 
that  duty. 

VIII.  Persons  liable  to  conscription  who  have  joined  companies  in 
the  local  or  special  service  will  be  turned  over  to  enrolling  officers  for 
assignment  to  companies  in  the  general  service. 

IX.  The  following  is  published  as  supplementary  to  the  schedule 
of  average  cost  of  arms,  parts  of  arms,  and  acconterments,  as  set  forth 
in  General  Orders,  Ko.  158,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office 
December  3,  1863: 


Carbine  (breeoh-Ioading)  $70.00 

Carbine  (mnzzle-loadmg)   60.00 

Parts  of  same.   (See  prioes  of 
parts  of  rifle,  model  18M.) 

Sk^eton  saddles   75. 00 

Halter   12.00 

Crupper  .     8.00 

Stirrnp  leathers   6.00 

Mese  blanket   4.00 

Halter  reins    5.00 

Headstall   7.00 


Horse  Inrosh  $8.00 

Bridle  14.00 

Kt   2.00 

Girth   6.00 

Stirmps   8.00 

Bridle  reins   7.00 

Spurs.   1.50 

Currycomb   1.35 

Nosebag   2.50 

Cartridges  of  all  kinds,  each  ...  .35 
Caps  of  all  kinds,  each  08^ 


The  price  of  bayonets  is  increased  to  $11  each. 
By  order: 


S.  COOPER, 
A^^tetard  OTuj  Inapedor  Chneral 


CiRcuiiAB)  Bureau  of  CorfscRipnoN, 

No.  9.     J  Bichmond,  March  19,  2864. 

I.  This  Bureau  being  charged  by  General  Orders,  No.  32,  Adjutant 
fuid  Inspector  General's  Office,  current  series,  with  the  enrollment  and 
assignment  of  all  the  persons  described  in  the  first  section  act  of  Con- 
gress therein  published  and  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  efficiency 
of  the  Army  by  the  employment  of  free  negroes  and  slaves  in  certain 
capacities,''^  the  said  first  section  and  paragraphs  II  and  III  of  the 
said  orders  are  herewith  made  parts  of  this  circular.* 

II.  Commandants  of  conscripts  will  forthwith  proceed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  foregoing  second  paragraph  of  said  orders  to  the  enroll- 
ment of  the  persons  described  iu  the  said  first  section  of  the  act 
aforesaid,  have  them  examined  by  the  Board  of  Examination,  and 
furnish  the  Bureau  descriptive  lists  of  such  as  are  fit  for  the  service 
required.  Ten  days'  furlough  may  be  allowed  after  acceptance,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  time  the  persons  who  are  found  fit  for  the 
service  required  will  be  forwarded  to  the  headquarters  of  the  general 

•See  p.  207. 
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eonunandine  the  department  embracing  the  States  in  which  they  are 
enrolled.   Beoeipte  will  be  taken  npon  their  delivery. 

m.  Applications  for  exemptionB  in  this  class  of  persons  may  be 
finally  disposed  of  by  the  commandant  of  conscripts  withont  reference 
to  this  Bnrean.    He  should  require  them  to  be  forwarded  to  him  in 
accordance  with  the  instructions  of  Circular  No.  8,  current  series. 
By  command  of  Gol.  John  S.  Preston,  superintendent: 

T.  GOLDTHWAITE, 
Acting  Aaaistant  Adjutani-  Oeneral. 


C0NF1BDBRA.TB  STATES  OV  AMERICA,  WaR  DEPARTMENT, 

Ridhimondt  Fo.,  March  J9,  186^. 

General  E.  K.  Smith, 

Commanding^  &c.: 
General:  The  letter  of  Brigadier-Greneral  Greer  of  the  7th  of 
December  last*  with  your  indorsement  of  the  18th  of  January  has 
been  received. 

This  Department  has  experienced  much  embarrassment  from  the 
eccentric  decisions  of  inferior  judges  who  have  had  the  power  to  issue 
writs  of  habeas  corpus,  and  can  appreciate  the  difficulties  that  Gen- 
eral Greer  has  had  to  encounter  on  that  subject.  His  opinion  as  to 
the  liability  of  deputy  clerks  and  deputy  marshals  is  concurred  in, 
and  the  late  act  of  Congress  to  organize  forces  for  the  war  will  enable 
him  to  apply  a  corrective  to  some  of  the  evils  he  complains  of.  A 
copy  of  that  act  with  the  orders  and  regulations  will  be  sent  to  you 
with  this  letter.  The  act  embraces  two  distinct  subjects — the  oigani- 
zation  of  the  existing  Army  and  the  recruiting  of  its  ranks  by  con- 
scription. The  act  continues  in  service  all  men  between  eighteen  and 
forty-five  now  belonging  to  the  Army  till  the  end  of  the  war.  You 
will  observe  that  it  does  not  abridge  the  term  of  service  of  those  who 
belong  to  the  Army.  It  does  not  provide  for  the  discharge  of  any 
until  their  legal  term  of  service  has  expired.  Persons  over  forty-five 
will  serve  for  that  term,  whatever  it  may  be.  The  act  also  provides 
for  the  transfer  of  certain  companies  and  men  to  other  organizations, 
bnt  the  mass  are  continued  in  their  existing  oiganizations. 

Congress,  before  the  passage  of  this  act,  had  adopted  a  special  act 
repealing  the  exemption  of  principals  who  had  put  in  substitutes  and 
who  had  no  other  cause  of  exemption.  By  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
17th  of  February  they  repealed  all  existing  exeuiptions  and  provided 
that  all  men  between  seventeen  and  fifty  years  of  age  should  be  placed 
in  service  under  the  limitations  and  exceptions  embraced  in  that  act. 
General  Orders,  No.  26,  contains  the  act  and  the  regulations  of  the 
Department  for  its  execution.  Besides  these  act^  tho  superintendent 
uf  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  has  made  in  the  fonn  of  instructions 
more  detailed  arrangements  for  their  complete  enforeement.  These 
orders  and  regulations  will  accompany  this  letter.  Hy  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  27th  of  September,  1862,  the  disposition  to  be  made 
of  conscripte  is  declared.  They  were  to  be  appropriated,  first,  to  the 
filling  up  of  the  regiments  in  existence  prior  to  the  16th  of  April,  1862, 
and  then  to  the  comi^etion  of  the  regiments  formed  between  that  date 
and  the  1st  of  October,  1862.  No  new  companies  were  contemplated 
to  be  made  from  men  liable  to  conscription,  except  in  those  districts 

•See  Series  I,  Vol.  XXVI,  Part  II,  p.  498. 
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in  which  the  conscription  act  could  not  be  enforced,  and  no  other 
agencies  were  to  be  employed  except  those  of  the  conscription 
service.  General  Orders,  Ko.  82,  series  of  1862,  were  framed  with 
this  object.  This  Department  has  deviated  from  this  plan  under 
a  supposed  necessity  in  some  instances,  but  experience  has  convinced 
it  that  a  strict  adherence  to  the  law  and  the  regulations  would  have 
been  productive  of  greater  benefit  to  the  service.  It  now  discards  all 
plans  for  recruiting  outside  of  those  r^ular  agencies,  and  refuses 
authorities  to  raise  companies  except  under  very  special  circum- 
stances, and  those  are  limited  to  the  country  occupied  by  the  enemy. 

The  act  of  Congress  before  mentioned,  as  you  will  perceive,  greatly 
diminishes  the  classes  of  persons  entitled  to  detailior  special  service. 
The  act,  the  orders,  and  the  instructions  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscrip- 
tion will  place  you  in  possession  of  the  general  views  of  the  Depart- 
ment relative  to  the  manner  of  performing  these  functions.  They 
involve  considerations  of  the  gravest  import,  and  in  intrusting  the 
dischai^e  of  similar  functions  to  you  the  Department  is  fully  aware 
of  the  magnitude  and  difficulty  of  the  trust.  The  general  principles 
it  has  adopted  it  recommends  to  you — that  you  cause  the  Bureau 
of  Conscription  to  be  organized  with  care  and  managed  with  efficiency ; 
that  the  principal  aim  should  be  to  recruit  the  existing  organizations 
and  to  decline  the  issuing  of  any  special  authorities  or  the  creation 
of  independent  agencies.  It  is  proper  that  the  regiments  of  Arkan- 
sas, Louisiana,  and  Texas  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  should 
be  recruited,  and  that  new  regiments  should  not  be  formed  until  this 
be  done.  The  service  of  the  Army  proper  should  as  far  as  practica- 
ble 1)0  performed  by  men  fit  for  duty  in  the  field,  and  the  Bureau 
and  <!i\'il  service  should  be  supplied  by  the  persons  designated  in  the 
eighth  section  of  the  act.  Reserve  forces  should  be  organized  and 
made  as  efficient  as  the  circumstances  of  the  country  will  warrant, 
and  care  should  be  employed  and  discrimination  exercised  to  provide 
sufficiently  for  the  maintenance  of  the  industrial  operations  of  the 
country.  A  broad,  statesmaiUike  administration  is  necessary  for  tke 
fulfillment  of  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act. 

General  Orders,  No.  31,  contains  the  act  for  the  suspension  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus.  The  bill  Itself  imposes  upon  you  the  duty 
of  its  execution  in  your  department.  You  will  find  in  the  orders 
what  the  Department  has  done  for  its  execution  in  the  Cis-Mississippi 
Department.  Commissioners  of  the  highest  character  and  profes- 
sional ability  have  been  selected  for  the  performance  of  the  duties 
charged  upon  them,  and  they  have  been  authorized  to  detail  from  the 
class  between  forty-five  and  fifty  adequate  assistance.  Congress 
failed  to  make  an  appropriation  to  carry  into  execution  this  act,  but 
that  omission  will  probably  be  supplied  in  May  next.  The  compen- 
sation of  the  commissioners  has  not  been  settled,  but  the  Department 
will  be  disposed  to  fix  it  upon  a  liberal  footing.  The  country  is  nat- 
urally jealous  of  any  suspension  of  this  writ,  and  the  Department  has 
been  anxious  to  impress  upon  its  administration  under  it  the  evidence 
of  professional  ability,  sound  discretion,  and  personal  honor,  so  as  to 
avoid  any  appearance  of  evil.  The  most  ordinary  case  in  which  the 
act  will  be  required  is  that  in  which  persons  seek  to  avoid  military 
service,  and  your  attention  is  directed  to  that  section  as  affording  a 
cure  for  some  of  the  evils  of  which  Brigadier-General  Greer  com- 
plains. Another  important  branch  of  your  duties  will  arise  under 
the  act  impeding  regulations  upon  the  foreign  trade,  with  the  view  to 
obtain  foreign  supplies.    The  scheme  of  this  act  is  to  prohibit  tiie 
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exportation  of  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  sugar,  molasses,  and  military  and 
naval  stores,  except  under  the  regulations  of  the  President.  A  prt>- 
hibition  is  laid  upon  the  import  of  many  articles  of  luxury.  The 
regulations  framed  by  the  President  were  designed  to  secure  the 
application  of  all  these  articles  mentioned  in  the  act  of  Congress  to 
the  accumulation  of  snpplies  for  the  Army  and  necessaries  for  the 
people.  Congress  also  passed  a  bill  to  create  two  bureaus,  one  for 
either  side  of  the  Mississippi  River,  for  the  carrying  into  eflTect  this 
act,  but  owing  to  some  inattention  or  inadvertence  it  failed  to  be 
signed  by  the  officers  of  the  two  branches  of  Congress,  and  was  not 
carried  to  the  President.  It  did  not  therefore  become  a  law.  There 
will  be  required  in  your  department  some  special  agency  for  the  pur- 
chase, transportation,  export,  sale,  and  investment  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  articles  belonging  to  the  Government,  and  for  the  oversight  of  the 
transactions  of  individuals  under  the  act  of  Congress  and  regulations. 
The  bill  which  failed  to  become  a  law,  under  the  circumstances  before 
mentionetl,  provided  such  an  agency  to  be  subject  to  your  control,  and 
in  the  absence  of  adequate  agencies  of  administration  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department  in  that  district,  and  in  consequence  of  the  absorption 
by  the  military  department  of  so  much  of  the  active  business  popu- 
lation and  the  machinery  of  government,  it  is  not  perceived  how  the 
act  can  be  efficiently  executed  otherwise  than  by  the  establishment  of 
a  similar  agency  to  that  provided.  The  regulations  that  have  been 
ailopted  furnish  an  outline  of  the  method  of  proceeding  under  tbe 
act.  It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  fill  up  that  outline  by  practical 
measures  to  give  efficiency  to  the  system.  Copies  of  the  regulations 
both  for  the  sea  and  the  land  will  be  sent  to  you.  I  reconimend  that 
the  officers  employed  in  this  business  be  required  to  give  bonds,  and 
that  they  be  selected  with  discrimination,  so  as  to  secure  men  who 
will  not  abuse  their  positions  to  promote  any  personal  or  individual 
object.  The  country  requires  that  all  its  resources  be  husbanded 
with  solicitude  and  that  none  should  be  expended  except  to  promote 
the  public  good.  At  the  same  time  a  libersd  consideration  of  the  con- 
Tenience  and  comfort  of  the  people  at  lai^  is  proper,  so  as  to  obtain 
their  cordial  oo-operation  and  support. 

Congress  revised  its  act  concerning  impressments  and  provided  for 
the  employment  of  free  negroes  and  slaves  in  certain  branches  of  the 
public  service.  It  may  be  that  your  circumstances  will  require  the 
employment  of  slaves  in  the  operations  of  your  department.  The  act 
provides  that  20,000  slaves  may  be  impressed,  provided  that  free 
negroes  cannot  be  obtained,  and  slave  labor  cannot  bo  contracted  for. 
The  Department  has  directed  the  enrollment  of  free  negroes  and  will 
probably  impress  some  10,000  or  15,000  slaves  in  the  various  depart- 
ments on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi  River.  The  same  power  is 
extended  to  your  department.  You  are  at  liberty  to  call  into  service, 
if  they  are  needed,  6,000  slaves  to  perform  the  duties  that  the  act  of 
Congress  contemplates.  AVe  have  determined  here  to  employ  the 
ihueau  of  Couscriptlon  to  obtain  them  as  the  most  diffused  of  the 
agencies  under  our  control.  In  the  General  Orders,  No.  138,  of  1863, 
yon  will  find  some  leading  directions  as  to  the  methods  of  proceed- 
ing, but  some  of  the  details  of  these  orders  have  been  modified  by 
General  Orders-,  No.  32,  of  the  present  series,  especially  those  in  refer- 
ence to  the  compensation  to  be  paid  to  the  overseers. 

Finally,  I  will  call  your  attention  to  the  act  and  orders  for  the 
establishment  of  the  invalid  corps — General  Orders,  No.  34.  The 
persons  retired  under  these  orders  should  obtain  their  orders  from  the 
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headquarters,  and  the  roll  of  officers  and  men  should  be  preserved 
there.  No  person  should  be  permitted  to  have  the  benefit  of  that  act 
except  under  the  order  of  the  department  commanders.  Much  con- 
fusion and  fraud  have  been  tiie  consequence  of  allowing  to  subordi- 
nate officers  to  determine  finally  upon  the  condition  of  officers  and 
men  in  service. 

The  delicacy  and  difficulty  of  the  duties  cast  on  you  by  these 
various  laws  and  orders  are  sensibly  felt,  but  full  confidence  is  placed 
in  your  discretion,  zeal,  and  ability  for  their  faithful  discharge. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  general,  very  truly,  yours. 


The  General  Assembly  of  the  SUde  of  Georgia  do  resoZve,  Ist.  That 
nnder  the  Constitution  of  the  Ck>nfederate  States  there  is  no  power  to 
suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  but  in  a  manner 
and  to  an  extent  regulated  and  limited  by  the  express,  emphatic,  and 
unqualified  constitutional  prohibitions,  that  "No  person  shall  be 
deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of  law,"  and 
that  "The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses, 
papers,  and  effects,  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall 
not  be  violated,  and  no  warrants  shall  issue  but  upon  probable  cause, 
supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly  describing  the 
places  to  be  searched  and  the  persons  or  things  to  be  seized."  And 
thto  conclusion  results  from  the  two  following  reasons:  First.  Because 
the  power  to  suspend  the  writ  is  derived,  not  from  express  delegation, 
but  only  from  implication,  which  must  always  yield  to  express  con- 
flicting and  restricting  words.  Second.  Because  this  power,  being 
found  nowhere  in  the  Constitution  but  in  words  which  are  copied  from 
the  original  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  adopted  in  1787, 
must  yield  in  all  points  of  conflict  to  the  subsequent  amendments  of 
1789,  which  are  also  copied  into  our  present  Constitution  and  which 
contain  the  prohibitions  above  quoted  and  were  adopted  with  the 
declared  purpose  of  adding  further  declaratory  and  restrictive  clauses. 

2d.  That  "due  process  of  law"  for  seizing  the  persons  of  the  peo- 
ple, as  defined  by  the  Constitution  itself,  is  a  warrant  issued  upon 
probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  x>ftrticalarly 
describing  the  persons  to  be  seized;  and  the  Issuing  of  such  warrants 
being  the  exertion  of  a  judicial  power  Is,  if  done  by  any  branch  of  the 
Government  except  the  judiciary,  a  plain  violation  of  that  provision 
of  the  Constitution  which  vests  the  judicial  power  in  the  courts  alone; 
and  therefore  all  seizures  of  the  persons  of  the  people  by  any  officer 
of  the  Confederate  Gk)vemment  without  warrant,  and  all  warrants  for 
that  purpose  from  any  but  a  judicial  source,  are,  in  the  judgment  of 
this  General  Assembly,  unreasonable  and  unconstitutional. 

3d.  That  the  recent  act  of  Congress  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  cases  of  arrests  ordered  by  the  I^sident, 
Secretary  of  War,  or  general  officer  commanding  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Military  Department,  Is  an  attempt  to  sustain  the  military  authority 
in  the  exercise  of  the  constitutional  judicial  function  of  issuing  war- 
rants, and  to  give  validity  to  unconstitutional  seizures  of  the  persons 
of  the  people;  and  as  the  said  act  by  its  express  terms  confines  Its 
operation  to  tiie  upholding  of  this  class  of  unconstitutional  s^zoies,  ^ 


JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


(BMolnUou  Introdooed  by  Hon.  LlatOB  Bt^beas.) 
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the  whole  snspension  attempted  to  be  authorized  by  it  and  the  whole 
act  itself,  in  the  judgment  of  this  General  Assembly,  are  nnconstitu- 
tional. 

4th.  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  Greneral  Assembly  the  said  act  is 
a  dangerous  assault  upon  the  constitutional  power  of  the  courts  and 
upon  the  liberty  of  the  people,  and  beyond  the  power  of  any  possible 
necessity  to  justify  it;  and  while  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress  are  earnestly  urged  to  take  the  first  possible  opportunity  to 
have  it  repealed,  we  refer  the  question  of  its  validity  to  the  courts^ 
with  the  hope  that  the  people  and  the  military  authorities  will  abide 
by  the  decision. 

5th.  That  as  constitutional  liber^  is  the  sole  object  which  our  peo- 
ple and  our  noble  Army  have  in  our  present  terrible  struggle  with  tiie 
Government  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  so  also  is  a  faithful  adherence  to  it  on  the 
part  of  our  own  Government,  through  good  fortune  in  arms  and 
through  bad,  one  of  the  great  elements  of  our  strength  and  final  suc- 
cess; because  the  constant  contrast  of  constitutional  government  on 
onr  part  with  the  nsurpations  and  tyrannies  which  characterize  the 
Government  of  our  enemy,  Huder  the  ever  recurring  and  ever  false 
plea  of  the  necessities  of  war,  will  have  the  double  effect  of  animating 
our  people  with  an  unconquerable  zeal  and  of  inspiring  the  people  of 
the  North  more  and  more  with  a  desire  and  determination  to  put  an 
end  to  a  contest  which  is  waged  by  their  Government  openly  against 
our  liberty  and  as  truly,  but  more  covertlj',  against  their  own. 

THOS.  HARDEMAN,  Jk.. 

Speaker  House  Bepreseniaiives. 
L.  CARRINGTON, 

Clerk  Home  RepreserMwes. 
PETER  CONE, 

President  of  Senate  pro  tern. 
L.  H.  KENAN, 

Secretary  of  Senate. 

Approved  Uaroh  19,  1864. 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN, 

Governor. 


(Introdneed  by  Bon.  Linton  Stopbena.) 

RESOLUTIONS  declaring  the  ground  on  which  the  Confederate  States  stand  in 
this  war,  and  the  terms  on  which  peace  onght  to  be  ofEered  to  the  enemy. 

The  Genend  Assembly  of  the  Stale  of  Georgia  do  resolve^  1st. 
That  to  secure'  the  rights  of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  hap- 
piness, "  governments  were  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their 
just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed ;  that  whenever  any 
form  of  government  becomes  destructive  of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right 
of  the  people  to  alter  or  to  abolish  it,  and  to  institute  a  new  govern- 
ment, laying  its  foundations  on  such  principles,  and  organizing  its 
powers  in  such  form  as  shall  seem  to  them  most  likely  to  effect  their 
safety  and  happiness." 

2d.  That  the  heat  possible  commentary  upon  this  grand  text  of 
our  fathers  of  1776  is  their  accompanying  action,  which  it  was  put 
forth  to  justify;  and  that  action  was  the  immortal  declaration  that 
the  former  political  connection  between  the  Colonies  and  the  state  of 
Great  Bntain  was  dissolved  and  the  thirteen  Colonies  were,  and  of 
right  ought  to  be,  not  one  independent  State,  but  thirteen  independent 
States,  each  of  them  being  such  a  "people"  as  had  the  right,  when- 
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ever  they  chose  to  exercise  it,  to  separate  themselves  from  a  political 
association  and  government  of  their  former  choice  and  institute  a 
new  government  to  suit  themselves. 

3d.  That  if  Rhode  Island,  with  her  meager  elements  of  nationality, 
was  such  a  ''people"  in  1776,  when  her  separation  from  the  Govern- 
ment and  people  of  Great  Britain  took  place,  much  more  was  Geoi^ia 
and  each  of  the  other  seceding  States,  with  their  large  territories, 
populations,  and  resources,  such  a  people,"  and  entitled  to  exercise 
the  same  right  in  1861,  when  they  decreed  their  separation  from  the 
Government  and  people  of  the  United  States;  and  if  the  separation 
was  rightful  in  the  first  case  it  was  more  clearly  so  in  the  last,  the 
right  depending,  as  it  does  in  the  case  of  every  "people"  for  whom  it 
is  claimed,  simply  upon  their  fitness  and  their  will  to  constitute  an 
independent  state. 

4th.  That  this  right  was  jwrfect  in  each  of  the  States,  to  be  exercised 
by  her  at  her  own  pleasure,  without  challenge  or  resistance  from  any 
other  -power  whatsoever;  and  while  these  Southern  States  had  long 
had  reason  enough  to  justify  its  assertion  against  some  of  their  faith- 
less associates,  yet,  remembering  the  dictate  of  "prudence,"  tJiat 
"governments  long  established  should  not  be  changed  for  light  and 
transient  causes,"  they  forbore  a  resort  to  its  exercise,  until  numbers 
of  the  Northern  States,  State  after  State,  through  a  series  of  years, 
and  by  studied  legislation,  had  arrayed  themselves  in  open  hostility 
against  an  acknowledged  provision  of  the  Constitution,  and  had  at 
last  succeeded  in  the  election  of  a  President  who  was  the  avowed 
exponent  and  executioner  of  their  faithless  designs  against  the  con- 
stitutional rights  of  their  Southern  sisters — rights  which  had  been 
often  adjudicated  by  the  courts,  and  which  were  never  denied  by  the 
Abolitionists  themselves  but  upon  the  ground  that  the  Constitution 
itself  was  void  whenever  it  came  in  conflict  with  a  ' '  higher  law,"  which 
they  could  not  find  among  the  laws  of  God,  and  which  depended  for 
its  exposition  solely  upon  the  elastic  consciences  of  rancorous  parti- 
sans. The  Constitution  thus  broken,  and  deliberately  and  persistently 
repudiated  by  several  of  the  States  who  were  parties  to  it,  ceased, 
according  to  universal  law,  to  be  binding  on  any  of  the  rest,  and 
those  States  who  had  been  wronged  by  the  breach  were  justified  in 
using  their  rights  to  provide  "new  guards  for  their  future  security." 

5th.  That  the  reasons  which  justified  the  separation  when  it  took 
place  have  been  vindicated  and  enhanced  in  force  by  the  subsequent 
course  of  the  Government  of  Mr.  Lincoln — by  his  contemptuous  rejec- 
tion of  the  Confederate  commissioners  who  were  sent  to  Washington 
before  the  war  to  settle  all  matters  of  difference  without  a  resort  to 
arms,  thus  evincing  his  determination  to  have  war;  by  his  armed 
occupation  of  the  territory  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  especially 
by  his  treacherous  attempt  to  re-enforce  his  garrisons  in  their  midst, 
after  they  had,  in  pursuance  of  their  right,  withdrawn  their  people 
and  territory  from  the  jurisdiction  of  his  Government,  thus  rendering 
war  a  necessity,  and  actually  inaugurating  the  present  lamentable 
war;  by  his  official  denunciation  of  ttie  Confederate  States  as  "rebel" 
and  "disloyal"  States  for  their  rightful  withdrawal  from  their  faith- 
less associate  States,  whilst  no  word  of  censure  has  ever  fallen  from 
him  against  those  faithless  States  who  were  truly  "disloyal"  to  the 
Union  and  the  Constitution  which  was  the  only  cement  of  the  Union, 
and  who  were  the  true  authors  of  all  the  wrong  and  all  the  mischief 
of  the  separation,  thus  insulting  the  innocent  by  charging  upon  them 
the  crimes  of  his  own  guilty  allies;  and  finally,  by  his  monstrous 
usurpations  of  power  and  undisguised  repudiation  of  the  Constitution, 
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and  his  mocking  scheme  of  securing  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment to  sovereign  States  by  putting  nine-tenths  of  the  people  under 
the  dominion  of  one-tenth,  vho  may  be  abject  enough  to  swear  alle- 
giance to  his  usurpation,  thus  betraying  his  design  to  subvert  true 
constitutional  republicanism  in  the  North  as  well  as  the  South. 

6th.  That  while  we  regard  the  present  war  between  these  Confed- 
erate States  and  the  United  States  as  a  huge  crime,  whose  beginning 
and  continuance  are  justly  chargeable  to  the  Gk)vernment  of  our 
enemy,  yet  we  do  not  hesitate  to  affirm  that,  if  our  own  Government 
and  the  people  of  both  Governments  would  avoid  all  participation  in 
the  guilt  of  its  continuance,  it  becomes  all  of  them,  on  all  proper 
occasions  and  in  all  proper  ways — the  people  acting  through  their 
State  organizations  and  popular  assemblieH,  and  our  Government 
through  its  appropriate  departments — to  use  their  earnest  efforts  to 
put  an  end  to  this  unnatural,  unchristian,  and  savage  work  of  car- 
nage and  havoc.  And  to  this  end  we  earnestly  recommend  that  our 
Government,  immediately  after  si^ial  successes  of  our  arms  and  on 
other  occasions  when  none  can  impute  its  act<ion  to  alarm  instead  of 
a  sincere  desire  for  peace,  shall  make  to  the  Government  of  our  enemy 
an  official  offer  of  peace  on  the  basis  of  the  great  principle  declared 
by  our  common  fathers  in  1776,  accompanied  by  the  distinct  expres- 
sion of  a  willingness  on  our  part  to  follow  that  principle  to  its  true 
logical  consequences  by  agreeing  that  any  Border  State  whose  prefer- 
ence for  our  association  may  be  doubted  (doubts  having  been  expressed 
as  to  the  wishes  of  the  Border  States)  shall  settle  the  question  for  her- 
self by  a  convention  to  be  elected  for  that  purpose  after  the  with- 
drawal of  all  military  forces  of  both  sides  from  her  limits. 

7th.  That  wo  believe  this  course  on  the  part  of  our  Government 
would  constantly  weaken  and  sooner  or  later  break  down  the  war 
power  of  our  enemy  by  showing  to  his  people  the  justice  of  our  cause, 
our  willingness  to  make  peace  on  the  principles  of  1776,  and  the 
shoulders  on  which  rests  the  responsibility  for  the  continuance  of  the 
unnatural  strife;  that  it  would  be  hailed  by  our  people  and  citizen 
soldiery,  who  are  bearing  the  brunt  of  the  war,  as  an  assurance  that 
peace  will  not  be  unnecessarily  delayed  nor  their  sufferings  unneces- 
sarily prolonged,  and  that  it  would  be  regretted  by  noboily  on  either 
side  except  men  whose  importance  or  whose  gains  would  be  dimin- 
ished by  peace  and  men  whose  ambitious  designs  would  need  cover 
imder  the  ever  recurring  plea  of  the  necessities  of  war. 

8th.  That  while  the  foregoing  is  an  expression  of  the  sentiments  of 
this  Genera)  Assembly  respecting  the  manner  in  which  pea<!e  should 
be  sought,  we  renew  our  pledges  of  the  resources  and  power  of  this 
State  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  defensive  on  our  part,  until  peace 
is  obtained  upon  just  and  honorable  terms  and  until  the  independence 
and  nationality  of  tiie  Confederate  States  is  established  upon  a  per- 
manent aad  enduring  basis. 

THOS.  HARDEMAN,  Jr., 

Speal-^}-  Jfn\ise  Representatives. 
L.  CARKlN(iTON, 

Clerk  House  Repremntfitivejt. 
PETER  CONE, 

PreMdent  of  Senaie  pro  tern. 
L.  H.  KENAN, 

Secretary  of  Senate. 

Approved  March  19, 1864. 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN, 

Oovemor. 
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OONFBDBBATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WaR  DEPARTMENT, 

Bichmondj  Fa.,  March  19,  IS64. 

Hon.  Thomas  Bragg, 

Raleigh,  N,  C: 

'  Sib  :  Your  acceptance  of  the  office  of  commissioner  under  the  law 
suspending  the  "writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  gratefully  appreciated  by  the 
Department.  It  was  not  presumed  the  position  was  desirable,  but  I 
was  not  mistaken  in  relying  on  your  patriotic  zeal  to  accept  it.  It  is 
important  that  the  duty  should  be  fulfilled  by  a  citizen  of  your  State 
enjoying  the  confidence  and  influence  you  so  justly  command.  There 
will  be  no  incomi)atibility  whatever  in  your  attention  to  the  private 
or  professional  matters  to  which  yon  refer.  You  can  employ  the 
clerks  yon  require  to  aid  yon,  and  the  quartermaster  at  Raleigh  will 
be  instructed  to  furnish  the  stationery,  &c.,  you  may  need.  Judge 
Pearson  is  still,  I  fear,  'bent  on  mischief.  It  will  be  hard,  however, 
for  him  to  prevent  by  construction  the  plain  terms  of  the  law,  or  to 
stem  alone  the  changing  current  of  public  sentiment  and  the  adverse 
opinions  of  his  brethren  on  the  bench.  He  will  probably  find  discre- 
tion the  better  policy,  and  for  a  time  at  least,  and,  I  trust,  perma- 
nently, cloak  his  factious  purposes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


General  Orders,  )      Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  36.  )  Richmondy  March  21,  1864. 

I.  Special  attention  is  directed  to  the  Ninetieth  Article  of  War,  and 
paragraph  877,  Army  R^nlatioDS,  requiring  the  proceedings  of  gen- 
e^  eourts-martial,  and  orders  respecting  the  sentences  of  sudi  courts, 
to  be  transmitted  with  as  much  expedition  as  practicable  to  the  War 
Department.  The  observance  of  these  rules,  especially  in  capital 
cases  and  trials  affecting  the  commissions  of  officers,  also  of  para- 
graph 871  of  the  regulations,  prescribing  the  manner  of  making  up 
and  securing  the  court  record,  is  enjoined  upon  all  concerned. 

II.  Every  court-martial  record,  which  should  be  kept  distinct  and 
separate  in  each  case,  mast  be  indorsed  with  the  name,  rank,  or 
description  of  the  party  and  the  court  by  which  he  was  tried,  to  which 
should  be  added  the  action  of  the  reviewing  officer,  confirming  or  dis- 
approving the  sentenoei  du^  attested  by  Ms  signature. 

By  order: 

S,  COOPER, 
Aefjjuiant  and  Inspector  CfeneraL 


Circular)  Bureau  of  Conscrjption, 

No.  10.    )  Richmond,  March  21,  I864, 

Beyond  the  Confederate  lines  and  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy  are 
many  liable  to  enrollment  and  military  servioe.  You  will  endeavor 
to  enroll  and  bring  into  service  all  such  persons  as  are  within  the  ages 
of  eighteen  and  forty-five.  Those  above  forty-five  should  not  be 
enroUed,  the  purpose  bein^  to  leave  them  at  home,  where  their  services 
are  needed,  aiid  not  to  subject  them  to  the  risks  of  becoming  prisoners 
of  war. 

In  the  Immediate  neighborhood  and  in  rear  of  the  Confederate 
Army,  where  the  lines  are  liable  to  fluctuation,  a  careful  discretion 
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may  be  exercised  in  extending  this  exemption  to  persons  of  the  latter 
class. 

By  commAud  of  Col.  John  S.  Preston,  superintendent: 

THOS.  GOLDTIIWAITE, 
Acting  Assistant  A^utant-Oeneral, 


Ck)NFEDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WAS  DbPARTUENT, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  March  21,  186^. 

Mr.  Joseph  W.  Tucker  is  hereby  authorized  to  engage  two  assist- 
ants for  special  service  (gainst  the  enemy.  Their  operations  to  be 
governed  by  the  rales  and  r^^nlations,  to  be  subject  to  the  restric- 
tions imposed  hy,  and  this  authority  to  be  revocable  at  the  pleasure 
of  this  Department. 

The  compensation  for  serrioe  to  consist  of  a  peroentc^e  on  the 
amount  of  the  enemy*8  property  destroyed,  to  be  awarded  by  an 
officer  or  officers  charged  with  that  duty  by  this  Department,  in  no 
case  to  exceed  60  per  centum. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


CONFEDBBATB  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WAR  DBPARTHBNT, 

Richmondy  Va.,  March  81^  186^. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Mattry, 

Commanding,  <fcc.,  MohUe,  Ala.:  * 

General  :  Among  the  acts  passed  by  the  last  Congress  there  is  one 
to  impose  regulations  upon  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  Confederate 
States,  to  provide  for  the  public  defense,  to  which  your  attention  is 
directed.  The  President  has  caused  to  be  published  the  regulations 
for  the  trade  by  sea  and  overland  to  Mexico.  The  act  prohibits  the 
export  of  cotton,  tobacco,  naval  and  military  stores,  sugar,  molasses, 
and  rice,  except  under  the  regulations  of  the  President  for  the  Con- 
federate States. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  provides  that  any  of  the  said  articles 
that  are  laden  for  exportation  beyond  the  Confederate  States,  or  to  any 
portion  of  them  occupied  by  the  enemy,  shall  be  forfeited,  together 
with  the  slaves  and  animals  that  may  be  employed  or  collected  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  th^in. 

The  third  section  prohibits  the  landing  of  such  articles,  except 
under  a  permission  and  the  giving  of  a  bond  by  the  exporter  to 
convey  them  to  their  destination. 

The  fourth  section  authorizes  the  collector  of  the  port  or  district,  or 
such  other  officer  as  may  be  designated  by  the  President,  to  take  into 
their  custody  any  of  the  articles  before  mentioned  when  there  is  rea- 
son to  believe  they  were  intended  for  exportation,  or,  when  in  wagons, 
carte,  or  other  vehicles,  they  are  apparently  on  their  way  toward  the 
territories  of  a  foreign  nation,  or  toward  the  tenritory  of  the  Con- 
federate States  in  the  occupation  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the 
vicinity  thereof,  or  toward  a  place  whence  such  articles  are  intended 
to  be  exported,  until  bond  be  given,  with  sureties,  that  no  violation 
of  the  act  or  of  the  regulations  is  designed.  The  object  of  the  act 
was  to  place  the  commerce  in  these  artides  entirely  under  the  control 
of  the  Government,  that  it  might  secure  necessary  supplies.  There 
may  be  an  occasion  presented  of  securing  supplies  that  are  indispen- 
sably necessary  for  the  Army.    When  these  supplies  can  be  secured 
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by  the  exportation  of  these  articles  by  land  into  the  countiy  occupied 
by  the  enemy  the  Department  supposes  that  it  would  be  prudent  and 
lawful  to  do  so ;  but  great  circumspection  is  necessary  for  the  execu- 
tion of  any  plan  of  the  kind,  and  all  such  trafic  must  be  subject  to 
the  inspection,  and  control  of  the  department  commanders,  and  should 
be  under  the  supervision  of  trustworthy  officers,  who  would  under  no 
circumstances  abuse  it  for  any  personal  advantage  or  to  promote 
speculations  by  their  friends  and  connections. 

In  all  cases  sureties  should  be  taken  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  con- 
tracts, and  the  delivery  of  the  supplies  should  be  a  condition  precedent 
to  the  allowance  of  the  permission.  The  permission  should  be  coun- 
tersigned by  the  commander  and  strict  scrutiny  should  be  habitually 
made  into  the  manner  of  the  fulfilment  of  any  such  contracts.  If  at 
any  time  it  should  be  discovered  that  any  mischief  results  the  system 
should  be  abandoned.  No  trade  is  lawful  except  such  as  is  thus  car- 
ried on,  and  the  directions  in  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  regulations 
of  the  overland  trade  to  Mexico  are  applicable  to  any  such,  traffic. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A,  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(Same  to  Maj.  Gens.  George  E.  Pickett  and  J.  C.  Breckinridge,  Gen- 
erals G.  T.  Beauregard  and  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Lieut.  Gens.  L.  Folk 
and  J.  Longstreet.) 


Circular)  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

No.  11.   J  Richmond,  March  22,  1864. 

I.  When  owners,  overseers,  or  managers  of  such  farms  or  planta- 
tions as  are  specially  enumerated  in  the  fourth  article,  tenth  section, 
of  the  late  military  bill,  or  whose  services  are  of  more  importance  as 
agriculturists  than  in  the  Army,  who  were  enrolled  during  the  month 
of  January  last,  are  still  in  the  camps  of  instruction  and  hare  not 
volunteered,  or  otherwise  have  been  enlisted,  the  equity  of  the  act 
should  prevail  and  their  cases  be  acted  on  as  if  the  enrollment  had 
never  taken  place. 

II,  Upon  general  principles  of  justice,  equity,  and  necessity  the 
Government  is  disposed  to  relieve  persons  between  seventeen  and 
eighteen  and  forty-five  and  fifty,  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
Dunkards,  &c.  When  they  are  in  a  condition  to  be  detailed  for 
agricultural  pursuits  it  may  be  done  under  the  conditions  imposed 
upon  other  classes  of  producers.  When  there  are  clerical  employ- 
ments or  artisan  or  mechanical  labors  that  they  can  perform  they  may 
be  selected  for  those  objects.  Every  case,  however,  should  be  referred 
to  this  Bureau  for  its  action,  allowing  the  parties  to  remain  at  their 
employments  until  action  is  taken. 

By  command  of  Col.  John  S.  Preston,  superintendent: 

THOS.  GOLDTHWAITE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-ChneraL 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Dept., 

Ordnance  Bureau, 
Richmond^  March  22,  I864. 

Hon.  Jamxs  a.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir:  On  September  15  last  Mr.  McRae  wrote  that  the  whole  amount 
advanced  to  Major  Huso  and  others  for  account  of  War  Department 
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oat  of  the  Erlan^r  loan  was  jS544^976.  Mr.  MoRae  aeked  that  war- 
rants to  cover  this  advance  be  at  once  sent  to  him  in  order  that  he 
might  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  loan  between  the  War  sad  Treasury 
Departments.    Warrants  to  the  extent  of  £311,000  were  accordingly 

sent  to  him  and  he  was  advised  (November  30,  1863)  that  no  more 
conld  be  done  just  then,  as  the  appropriations  on  this  side  could  not 
stand  any  further  draft  upon  them  without  embarrassing  the  opera- 
tions of  the  bureaus.  Other  warrants  were  promised  him  as  soon  as 
our  appropriations  should  be  made  by  Congress,  then  so  soon  to 
assemble.    This,  however,  has  not  been  done. 

In  addition  to  the  above  advance  of  £544,976  it  was  understood  (see 
your  letter  of  September  26  to  Mr.  McRaeV  that  £262,500  were  yet  to 
accrue  to  the  War  Department  out  of  the  Erlanger  loan.  After  con- 
sultation with  the  chief  of  the  several  bureaus  this  amount  was  appor- 
tioned out  by  you  (see  your  letter  of  October,  1863,  to  Mr.  McBa^  as 
follows : 


Qaartonnaster's  Department  £86, 000 

Ordnance  D^irtment   55, 600 

Commissary  Department    40, 000 

Medical  Department  ,   80,000 

Niter  and  Mining  Department   40,000 

Engineer  Department   13,000 


Total  m.SOO 


It  would  now  seem,  however,  that  these  £262,500  were  predicated 
upon  the  further  negotiation  of  bonds  by  Messrs.  Erlanger  &  Co. 
Said  negotiation  having  failed,  the  funds  are  not  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
McRae  to  meet  the  warrants  sent  forward  by  the  various  bureaus 
tinder  the  apportionment. 

As,  however,  a  deficit  of  £233,000  of  the  advance  of  £644,976  was  yet 
uncovered  by  warrants,  the  actual  overdraft  of  the  War  Department 
on  its  proportion  of  the  Erlanger  loan  is  something  less  than  £29,000. 
Hut  it  is  to  be  considered  that  while  the  amount  actually  advanced 
for  the  War  Department  is  covered  by  drafts,  such  drafts  are  in  favor 
of  bureaus  not  properly  chai^eable  with  the  money  expended. 

It  appears,  further,  that  under  authority  from  the  Quartermaster- 
General,  approved  by  yon.  Major  Waller,  quartermaster  at  Nassau, 
has  drawn  on  Mr.  McRae  for  £20,000  at  sixty  and  ninety.  Mr. 
McRae  has  no  funds  in  hand,  but  has  accepted  the  drafts,  hoping  that 
he  may  be  placed  in  funds  before  their  maturity  with  which  to  duly 
protect  them.  These  drafts  are  held  by  outside  parties,  but  the  war- 
rants in  favor  of  bureaus  (above  referred  to)  are  in  the  hands  of 
officers  and  agents  of  the  Government. 

Since  my  assignment  to  general  duty,  in  charge  of  shipment  of  cot- 
ton for  the  War  Department,  in  August  last,  the  shipments  have 
been  as  follows : 


nepMrtmont. 

Ordoinw 
stona. 

CoIUa  Si 
Thor- 
bnrn'B 
stores. 

Priratfl 
ator«a. 

ToUI. 

2,160 
129 

200 

960 
2,213 
750 

038 
2,914 
1,658 
361 
866 
Ibl 

8,768 
4,416 
3,376 

«61 
1,007 

161 

litMcH  

1,162 

3,637 

S,6B7 

18,868 
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Tho  credita  accruing  to  the  Vftrioos  bureaus  from  the  shipmente  of 
cotton  have  been  more  than  anticipated  and  expended  (as  ohown  by 
recent  letters  from  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  A  Co.  to  tiie  chiefs 
bureaus)  by  the  agents  of  said  bureaus.  The  Medical  Department 
alone  has  a  small  credit,  and  this  is  more  apparent  than  real,  as  I  eaa 
informed  that  orders  more  t^an  safflcient  to  absorb  the  whole  amount 
were  long  since  sent  ont. 

Tonr  letter  of  September  26,  1863,  gave  Mr.  McRae  power  to  trans- 
fer &om  one  bureau  to  another  any  surplus  credits  for  which  it  may 
not  have  immediate  need,  but  I  do  not  suppose  that  it  is  your  inten- 
tion to  withhold  payment  from  the  creditors  of  one  departi^^t  to 
satisfy  the  claims  of  those  of  another.  (This  is  basis  of  objection 
made  to  transfer  by  F.,  T.  &  Co.) 

I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  for^^ing  facts 
before  preparing  for  your  signature  the  instruotions  called  for  by 
yonr  indorsement  on  a  late  letter  of  Mr.  McRae,  which  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  return. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


P.  S. — If  the  cotton  now  on  hand  belonging  to  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments  is  transferred,  as  recommended  by  me,  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  the  disposition  of  proceeds  will,  under  the  new  regula- 
tions, be  under  the  control  of  the  Treasury  Department  and  agent  of 
Treasury  now  abroad.  If  Mr.  Mallory  declines  to  transfer  the  cott<m 
of  his  Department,  the  War  Department  will,  I  suppose,  be  compelled 
to  ship  as  formerly. 


General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 


I.  The  attention  of  medical  examining  boards  is  called  to  paragraph 
rV,  General  Orders,  No.  34,  current  series.*  Such  boards  have  no 
power  to  retire  an  officer,  but  will  forward  the  certificate  of  disability 
(giving  the  officer  examined  a  duplicate  thereof)  and  the  application, 
through  the  Surgeon-General,  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 
that  the  '^certificate  of  retirement"  may  be  issued  from  this  ofiSoe. 
No  other  certificate  of  retirement  will  be  respected. 

II.  Each  officer  retired  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  will,  imme- 
diately on  the  receipt  of  the  certificate  of  retirement  as  set  forth  in 
the  preceding  paragraph,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  commu- 
nicate to  this  office  the  military  station  or  post-office  (giving  county 
and  State)  at  which  he  may  be  found.  Whenever  any  permanent 
change  is  made  in  his  location  he  will  immediately  report  such  change 
to  this  office. 

III.  The  certificate  of  retirement,  as  provided  in  paragraph  I,  will 
be  numbered  and  forwarded  to  the  officer  so  retired  when  he  is  on 
duty  in  the  field  through  the  general  commanding  the  army  or  dei»art- 
ment  to  the  regiment  or  battalion  to  which  the  officer  may  belong. 
When  he  is  absent  from  his  command  it  will  be  forwarded  directly  to 
his  address  at  the  place  where  he  appeared  before  the  Board  of  )Bzam- 
iners  (unless  a  different  direction  is  requested  by  the  officer)  and 
a  notice  of  the  fact  will  be  sent  from  this  office  to  the  commm^ipg 
general. 


THOS.  L.  BAYNE, 

lAeiUenant-  Colond.. 


No.  37. 


Richmond,  March  J8«,  186^. 
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IV.  Wlien  an  officer  presents  himself  for  re-examination,  in  com- 
pliance with  paragraph  VII,  General  Orders,  No.  84,  it  will  be  the 
httty  of  the  Board  examining  to  specify  on  the  new  medic^  certificate 
tbe  number  of  the  certificate  of  zetizmnent  as  Issned  from  this  office. 

v.  Elach  officer  retired  under  l^e  act,  and  not  assigned  to  duty, 
will  report  by  letter  to  t^e  Adjutant  and  Inspector  G«neral*s  Office 
monthly,  giving  his  address,  as  required  by  jiaragraph  167,  Army 
R^nlations. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral. 


Mobile,  March      I864.  ■ 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  March  14  desiring  [me]  to  act  as 
commissioner  nnder  the  recent  act  of  Congress  for  the  suspension  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  the  military  department  commanded  by 
Major^eneral  Maury,  and  also  desiring  me  to  give  counsel  to  the-  ' 
commander  of  conscripts  and  the  enrolling  officers  in  cases  ttiat  may 
arise  in  which  the  interi>osition  of  that  writ  may  be  claimed. 

I  have  communicated  your  letter  to  Oeneral  Maury,  and  notified 
him  that  I  will  be  ready  to  act  as  called  upon.  To-day  I  have  received 
in  the  Richmond  Enquirer  a  copy  of  the  general  orders  npon  the 
above-named  act  of  Congress,  and  now  report  that  ray  services  will  be 
rendered  to  the  best  of  my  ability  as  they  may  be  reqaired. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.P.  HAMILTON. 


Executive  Department, 

MtUedgeviUey  Oa.,  March  22,  186^. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War  Confederaie  States  of  America  : 

Sir:  The  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Georgia  has  passed  a 
resolution,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted,  in  which  they 
decline  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  act  passed  by 
Congress  enrolling  such  persons  as  had  been  enrolled  under  the  State 
laws,  and  recommended  that  I  as  the  Executive  interpose  no  obstacle 
to  its  enforcement,  and  also  requesting  me  to  open  a  correspondence 
with  you  and  request  you  to  exonerate  from  the  penalties  of  said  act 
such  persons  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  eighteen  and  forty- 
five  and  fifty  who  did  not  volunteer  or  enroll  within  tiie  time  specified, 
supposing  their  enrollment  under  the  State  law  to  be  legal. 

Having  given  my  views  npon  this  question  in  my  messages  to  the 
General  AM^bly  and  submitted  it  to  their  decision,  I  yield  to  their 
recommendation. 

An  act  was  passed  by  the  Gieneral  Assembly  of  this  State,  approved 
December  14,  1863,  to  reorganize  the  militia  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
which  required  the  enrollment  of  all  male  white  residents  who  were 
then  or  who  should  be  of  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  not  over  sixty 
years,  for  military  service,  according  to  the  provisions  of  said  act, 
which  enrollment  was  immediately  ordered  and  made ;  after  which 
Congress  passed  an  act  dedunng  that "  frcmi  and  after  the  passage  of 
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the  same  all  white  men,  residents  of  the  Confederate  States,  between 
the  ages  of  seventeen  and  fifty,  shall  be  in  the  service  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  during  the  war." 

Under  the  fifth  section  of  said  act  it  is  made  "l^e  duty  of  all  white 
residents  oi  the  Confederate  States  between  the  ages  of  seventeen 
and  eighteen  and  forty-five  and  fifty  to  be  enrolled  within  a  certain 
time,  and  any  person  who  shall  fail  to  enroll  himself  without  a  reason- 
able excuse  therefor  shall  be  placed  in  service  in  the  field  for  the 
war." 

Instead  of  constituting  a  reserve  for  State  defense  and  detail  duty, 
these  persons,  honestly  believing  that  as  both  acts  required  the  same 
State  defense,  and  as  they  were  enrolled  by  State  authority  for 
that  purpose,  it  was  legal,  failed  to  enroll  themselves  in  Confederate 
service,  which,  I  think,  "is  a  reasonable  excuse  therefor."  Itherefore 
respectfully  request  that  they  be  allowed  thirty  days  after  notice 
given  to  volunteer,  oi^anize,  and  elect  their  officers.  And  as  it  is 
important  that  your  decision  be  made  known  immediately,  with  your 
consent  I  will  publish  your  reply  to  this  letter  if  you  conform  to  the 
wish  of  the  General  Asiaembly  and  grant  the  privilege  requested  for 
the  persons  now  made  subject  to  enrollment. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN. 

IlncloBnra.J 

A  RESOLUTION  in  relation  to  the  recmt  military  act  of  Congress. 

The  Geiieral  Assembly  do  rescHvey  That  this  Greneral  Assembly, 
declining  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  act  passed 
by  Congress  enrolling  such  persons  as  had  been  enrolled  under  the 
State  law,  recommend  that  His  Excellency  interpose  no  obstacle  to  its 
enforcement,  and  the  Governor  is  requested  to  open  a  correspondence 
with  the  Secretary  of  War  and  request  him  to  exonerate  from  the 
penalties  of  said  act  such  persons  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and 
eighteen  and  forty-five  and  fifty  who  did  not  volunteer  or  enroll 
within  the  time  specified,  supposing  their  enrollment  under  the  State 
law  legaL 

PETER  CONE, 
President  pro  tern,  of  {he  Senate. 
L.  H.  KENAN, 

Secretary  of  Senaie. 
THOS.  HARDEMAN,  Jr., 
Spealcer  Home  of  RepreserUaHves. 
L.  CABKINGTON, 
Clerk  Hottse  of  JR^yreseniaiives. 

Having  given  my  views  upon  this  question  in  my  messages  to  the 
General  Assembly  and  submitted  it  to  their  dedsion,  I  yield  to  their 
recommendation.    This  22d  of  March,  1864. 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN, 

Oovernor. 

Sboretabt  of  State's  Office,  Georgia, 

MiUedgeviUe,  March  22,  186^ 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  resolution  now 
on  file  in  this  office. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

N.  0.  HARNETT, 

Secretary  of  Stale. 
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[Flnt  iBdoraamcBt.] 

March  31, 1864. 

Conscript  Bubeau: 

Under  your  reg:nlatioiia  no  penalty  has  yet  been  tnoorred,  has  It? 
Sn^eBt  anything  you  wish  in<uuded  in  answer  to  the  GoTernor. 

J.  A.  S., 

[Seaond  IndoiMMOl.] 

Bureau  of  Conscbiptiok, 

Richmond^  April  2,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  instructions  of  this  Bureau,  under  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  to  the  commandant  of  conscripts  for  Georgia  allow  until  the  Ist 
of  May  for  the  enrollment  of  the  classes  indicated  by  Governor  Brown. 
This  entirely  exonerates  these  classes  from  the  penalty  provided  by 
ConsresB,  and  seems  to  meet  Governor  Brown's  recommendation. 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Colonel  and  Superintendent. 


CJONFKDBRATB  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WaR  DEPARTUENT, 

Bichmtmd,  Va.y  March  ^S,  I864. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding^  &c.: 

Oeneral  :  The  act  of  the  last  Congress  to  impose  regulations  upon 
the  foreign  commerce  of  the  Confederate  States  provides  for  an  em- 
bargo upon  the  exportation  of  cotton,  tobacco,  sugar,  rice,  molasses, 
and  military  and  naval  stores  from  tiie  Confederacy,  except  under 
the  reflations  of  the  President.  The  regulations  fur  export  by  sea 
and  overland  to  Mexico  have  been  published.  There  is  another 
branch  of  the  same  trade  tiiat  the  public  necessity  alone  justifies,  and 
which  cannot  be  specially  regulated,  except  by  communication  with 
the  general  commanding  the  Tines  on  the  frontier.  The  act  prohibits 
exportation  into  any  portion  of  the  Confederate  States  occupied  by 
the  enemy,  and  authorizes  the  forfeiture  of  the  articles  exported,  and 
the  vehicles,  teams,  and  slaves  employed  in  the  business.  It  author- 
izes the  collectors  of  the  districts,  and  such  other  officers  as  may  be 
designated  by  tlie  President,  to  take  into  their  custody  any  of  the 
articles  subject  to  forfeiture,  when  there  is  reason  to  believe  they  are 
intended  for  exportation,  or  when  in  vessels,  carts,  or  wagons,  or  any 
other  carriage  or  vehicle  whatsoever,  or  in  any  manner  apparently  on 
their  way  toward  the  territories  of  a  foreign  nation,  or  toward  the 
territories  of  the  Confederate  States  in  the  occupation  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  to  permit  the  same  to  be  removed  until  bond  shall  be 
given,  with  satisfactory  sureties,  that  no  violation  of  this  act  and  the 
regulations  under  the  same  is  intended. 

The  third  section  of  the  act  provides  that  these  articles  may  be 
laden  under  a  special  permission,  and  upon  taking  a  bond  to  secure 
the  delivery  of  the  articles  at  their  destination. 

It  is  necessary  that  this  Department  shall  authorize  a  trade  in  these 
articles  with  the  border  counties,  and  even  Maryland,  for  ordnance 
supplies,  and  to  obtain  subsistence  from  Korthern  Virginia,  and  the 
Department  has  placed  the  subject,  so  far  as  regards  subsistence  and 
other  supplies,  except  ordnance  stores,  under  the  charge  of  Maj.  B.  P. 
lif oland.   He  contracts  for  articles,  takes  the  bond,  and  receive  those 
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that  may  be  imported  in  return;  that  is,  he  snperintends  the  oper- 
ations. The  permissions  will  all  be  issued  from  this  Department,  and 
none  will  be  granted  except  for  this  object,  except  in  a  few  cases,  for 
the  supply  of  soldiers*  families  outside  of  our  lines.  A  contraband 
trade  in  the  prohibited  articles  cannot  be  permitted  for  individual 
advantage,  and  the  duty  of  the  commander  is  to  prevent  the  same. 

The  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  articles  of  the  regulations  in  respect 
to  the  overland  trade  with  Mexico  are  applicable  to  persons  engaged 
in  the  trade  elsewhere,  and  contain  directions  as  to  the  proper  cofirse 
to  be  pursued  by  the  commander  in  all  such  cases. 

With  this  statement  of  the  act,  the  rules  of  the  Department  respect- 
ing it,  and  by  reference  to  the  regulations  in  respect  to  the  overland 
trade  with  Mexico,  so  far  as  applicable  to  your  lines,  will  enable  you 
to  give  instructions  suitable  to  the  case.  The  act  does  not  contem- 
plate any  action  in  respect  to  imports  by  the  military  authorities;  but 
if  any  illicit  trade  in  prohibited  articles  is  discovered  notice  should 
be  given.  A  copy  of  the  Treasury  regulations  as  to  such  articles  is 
forwarded  with  this  letter.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


SiR:  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  effect  of  tlie  act 
of  Congress  approved  February  17,  18G4,  amending  the  lawestabli^- 
ing  military  courts,  which  requires  that  chaises  shall  be  referred 
to  said  courts  and  their  proceedings  reviewed  by  the  army  commander, 
as  in  the  case  of  general  courta-martial."  This  converts  military 
courts  practically  into  courts-martial  and  sacrifices  the  chief  benefits 
that  were  anticipated  from  the  creation  of  the  former. 

When  I  recommended  the  establishment  of  military  courts,  in  the 
autumn  of  1862,  the  inadequacy  of  the  courts-martial  to  enforce  disci- 
pline in  the  Army  had  become  apparent  to  my  mind  from  the  experi- 
ence of  the  campaign  in  Northern  Virginia  and  Mainland,  which  had 
just  closed.  The  importance  of  prompt  and  certain  punishment  of 
offenses  had  been  strongly  impressed  upon  me,  and  as  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  accomplish  this  object  by  convening  courts-martial  in  the  midst 
of  active  operations,  I  thought  that  great  good  could  be  attained  by 
having  a  tribunal  to  attend  the  Army  to  try  and  punish  offenses  as 
they  were  committed,  so  as  more  effectually  to  restrain  them  than 
could  be  hoped  by  a  trial  and  punisliment  after  the  lapse  of  a  long 
time  and  when  the  immunity  of  one  offender  had  encouraged  many 
others  to  follow  his  example.  The  same  considerations  made  me  look 
for  better  results  from  the  military  courts  when  the  Army  was  sta- 
tionary, as  their  proceedings,  if  conducted  according  to  the  original 
plan,  could  be  much  more  expeditious  than  those  of  courts-martiaL 

One  of  the  chief  sources  of  delay  in  the  latter  courts  was  the  neoes* 
sity  of  forwarding  all  chaises  to  my  headquarters  for  examination 
before  being  ordered  to  trial,  and  subsequently  of  reviewing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  all  the  courts.  Much  time  was  necessarily  lost  in  both 
these  particulars,  as  the  number  of  cases  was  so  great  that  they  eonld 

*See  p. 206.    For  Lee'a  reply.  sf>e  Series  I,  Vol.  LI,  Part  II,  p.SlS. 


JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES. 


247 


not  always  be  reviewed  as  soon  as  received,  without  the  sacriflce  of 
other  and  more  pressing  duties.  These  difficulties  it  was  thought 
would  be  obviated  to  a  great  extent  by  allowing  the  corps  oommaiLderB 
to  send  their  charges  directly  to  the  military  courts  of  their  respective 
corps  for  trial,  and  to  review  the  proceedings  of  those  courts,  and  it 
was  found  in  practice  that  such  was  the  case.  The  labor  of  reviewing 
was  divided  among  several,  and  the  time  necessarily  consumed  in  the 
transmission  of  papers  was  also  saved. 

The  act  of  Congress  above  referred  to  has  entirely  taken  away  these, 
which  were  the  chief  benefits  of  the  military  courts,  and  restored  all 
the  objectionable  features  of  the  system  of  courts-martial.  In  fact  I 
would  prefer  the  latter,  as  they  do  not  i-equire  the  additional  trans- 
portation and  subsistence  necessary  for  the  military  courts.  While 
the  army  is  stationary  there  is  absolutely  no  difference  in  point  of 
efficient  between  the  two  courts,  and  although  the  military  courts 
might  sit  while  the  army  is  moving,  the  necessity  that  the  charges  to 
he  tried  shall  first  be  sent  to  me  tc  be  referred  to  these  courts,  and 
that  their  proceedings  shall  be  reviewed  by  me,  makes  the  courts  of 
no  praoti^  use  during  a  time  of  active  operations,  owing  to  the 
impossibility  of  my  discharging  these  duties  under  such  circnmstances, 
and  the  great  loss  of  time  that  must  always  occur,  especially  when 
the  troops  are  separated,  as  almost  always  happens. 

If  the  corps  commanders  and  commanders  of  cavalry  divisions,  each 
of  which  will  have  a  court,  be  authorized  to  refer  charges  to  the  mili- 
tary courts  and  review  their  proceedings,  they  will  continue  to  prove 
useful  to  the  Army.  If  the  present  law  is  to  continue,  they  are 
expensive  incumbrances. 

If  you  should  draire  it  I  will  forward  to  you  the  outlines  of  a  law 
which  will  embody  the  principal  features  that  experience  has  shown 
should  characterize  the  military  courts,  to  be  presented  to  Congress 
at  their  next  meeting,  and  I  hope  their  wisdom  wiU  see  proper  to 
remedy  the  objections  above  pointed  out  in  the  existing  constitution 
of  those  tribunals. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  XjEBj, 

General. 

[Tfnt  iBdonMuitt] 

March  26,  18G4. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  President,  who  may  be  interested  to 
learn  General  Lee's  well-considered  opinion  of  the  objections  to  the 
recent  legislation  of  Congress  relative  to  military  courts  and  the 
amendments  that  are  desirable. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[8eeoBd  Indonsineiit.] 

April  1,  1864. 

Secrrtary  of  War: 

1  do  not  find  in  the  law  referred  to  anything  which  requires  the 
commanding  general  to  refer  all  charges  to  the  military  courts.  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  placed  just  where  the  Articles  of  War,  the  Regula- 
tions of  the  Army,  and  practice  in  relation  to  general  courts-martial  had 
before  fixed  it.  The  revision  of  the  proceedings  by  the  commanding 
general  is  made  obligatory  wherever  it  was  requisite  in  the  case  of  a 
general  court-martial. 
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General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  38.  j"  Richmond,  March  23,  I864. 

I.  The  second  and  third  paragraphs  of  General  Orders,  No.  8, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  Office,  series  of  1862,  are  hereby 
revoked. 

r  II.  With  a  view  to  facilitate  the  oi^mization  of  citizens  of  Mary- 

land into  companies,  squadrons,  battalions,  and  regiments,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  act  to  authorize  and  provide  for  the  organization  of  the 
Maryland  Line,  published  in  paragraph  I,  Greneral  Orders,  No.  8, 
above  referred  to,  a  camp  will  be  established  at  Staunton,  Va.,  to  be 
called  Camp  Maryland,  and  a  camp  near  Hanover  Junction,  to  be 
called  Camp  Howard. 

III.  The  troops  now  under  the  command  of  Col.  Bradley  T.  Johnson 
will  for  the  present  occupy  Camp  Howard,  and  all  other  Maryland 
companies,  squadrons,  and  battalions  will,  upon  their  written  appli- 
cation, be  detached  by  commanding  generals  from  their  present  com- 
mands and  ordered  to  proceed,  for  the  purijose  of  being  organized 
into  regiments,  either  to  Camp  Maryland  or  to  Camp  Howard,  as  they 
may  elect. 

iV.  All  persons  now  in  service  in  other  than  Maryland  companies 
who  are,  or  were  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  native  or  adopted 

citizens  of  Maryland,  and  who  desire  to  join  companies  from  their 
own  State,  will,  upon  their  application  in  writing,  with  reliable  evi- 
dence of  their  citizenship,  addressed  and  sent  directly  to  the  com- 
mandant of  Camp  Maryland  or  to  the  commandant  of  Camp  Howard, 
be  transferred  to  the  Maryland  Line,  and  at  their  option  will  either 
be  assigned  to  Maryland  companies  now  existing,  or,  provided  the 
number  be  sufficient,  oi^anized  into  new  companies  with  the  privi- 
lege of  electing  company  ofKcera.  And  persons  now  in  service  in 
l^^ryland  companies  who  are  citizens  of  other  States  will,  upon  their 
request  in  writing,  accompanied  by  proper  evidence  of  their  citizen- 
ship, be  transferred  by  commanding  generals  to  any  company  from 
their  own  States  in  the  army  to  which  they  belong. 

y.  Upon  receipt  of  orders  from  this  oflBice  making  transfers  in 
accordance  with  the  preceding  paragraph  commanding  generals  are 
directed  to  forward  the  men  so  transferred  to  the  camp  designated  in 
charge  of  commissiotied  officers,  and  they  will  furnish  every  possible 
facility  for  the  prompt  movement  of  companies,  squadrons,  and  bat- 
talions as  directed  in  the  third  paragraph  of  this  order. 

VI.  All  native  or  adopted  citizens  of  Maryland  who  are  not  now  in 
the  Confederate  service  will,  upon  application  to  either  of  the  com- 
mandants herein  mentioned  within  the  next  sixty  days,  be  enlisted 
into  the  Maryland  Line,  and  at  their  option  assigned  to  existing  Mary- 
land companies  or  organized  into  the  new  companies  hereinbefore 
provided  for. 

VII.  Major-General  Elzey  is  relieved  from  the  command  of  the 
Department  of  Richmond  and  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Mary- 
land Line.  He  will  for  the  present  take  immediate  command  of  Camp 
Maryland.  Col.  Bradley  T.  Johnson  will  assume  command  of  Camp 
Howard.  They  will  at  once  proceed  to  carry  out  the  purpose  of  these 
orders. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral, 
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Gensrai.  Orders^  )      Aixix.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 


The  following  act  of  Congress  is  published  for  the  Information  of 
those  interested: 

AH  ACT  to  wtbttriw  thm  topiMiMMit  of  mart  far  the  me  of  the  Army,  w»dw  oertoln  ctooomitMWM. 

The  CongreK  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  whenever  the 
President  shall  declare  that  the  public  exigencies  render  it  necessary,  impress- 
ments of  meat,  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  may  be  made  from  any  supplies  that  may 
exist  in  the  coontry,  under  the  exivess  condition  tikat  just  compensatiiou  shall  be 
afforded  to  the  owner  of  the  meat  taken  or  impressed,  and  subject  to  the  f<d- 
lowin^  restrictions  and  limitations : 

Sbc.  2.  Tfaepower  to  direct  such  impressments  shall  be  conferred  upon  the 
Secretarr  of  War ;  but  he  shall  not  reduce  the  supplies  of  any  pergon  below  one- 
half  of  me  quantity  usually  allowed  for  the  support  of  himself,  his  family,  and 
dependents  for  the  year.  He  shall  exercise  the  said  power  by  orders  directed  to 
ihfi  officers  or  agents  he  may  employ,  who  shall  have  explicit  instructions  as  to 
the  mode  of  its  execution,  and  injunctions  that  the  same  shall  not  be  abused. 

Snc.  8.  That  these  orders  shall  direct  that  a  notice  shall  be  given  to  tite  owner 
of  the  meat  needed,  his  bailee  or  other  agent,  declaring  the  quantity  required, 
the  price  offered,  the  existence  of  a  necessity,  and  whether  possession  is  to  be 
taken  of  the  same  immediately,  and  with  whom  the  risk  of  the  safe-keeping  is  to 
be.  pending  the  negotiation,  and  in  what  manner  the  compensation  sh^  be  set- 
tled, in  case  the  offer  is  not  accepted—service  of  which  notice  shajl  be  a  condition 
precedent  to  any  impressment  or  seizure  by  the  impressing  ofBcer. 

Sko.  4.  That  upon  the  service  of  this  notice  upon  the  owner  of  any  meat  liable 
to  imipreasment,  the  owner  shall  hold  the  same  subject  to  the  claim  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  just  compensation,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act ;  and  if  the  necessity  is  declared  the  impressing  officer  to  be 
nrgent.  he  shall  deliver  the  possession  to  the  impressing  officer  upon  his  demand, 
who  shall  give  a  receipt  therefor,  as  provided  in  the  sixth  section  of  tiUs  act. 

Sbc.  5.  That  for  the  ascertainment  of  the  quantity  of  meat  liable  to  impress- 
ment under  this  act,  and  also  of  just  compensation  for  the  same,  where  the  owner 
and  the  immessing  officser  cannot  agree,  the  impressing  officer  shall  appoint  one 
loyal  and  disintetested  citizen  of  the  county,  district  or  parish,  in  which  the 
meat  impressed  shall  be  at  the  time  of  impressment,  and  the  owner  of  the  meat 
so  impressed^  his  agent,  or  other  bailee,  shall  appcdnt  another,  who  shall,  upon 
oath,  ascertain  the  quantity  liable  to  impressment,  and  the  value  of  the  same  at 
the  date  of  the  notice  served  upon  the  psrty,  which  oath  may  be  administered  by 
the  impressing  officer,  and  which  ascertainment  of  the  quantity  and  value  shaU 
be  TODclnsive  evidence  thereof ;  and  if  the  assessors  cannot  agree,  they  may  asso- 
ciate with  them  a  third  person,  of  like  qualifications,  to  make  said  asHessments. 

Sbc.  6.  That  whenever  an  impressment  shall  be  made,  under  this  act,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  impressing  officer  to  give  an  official  certificate,  showiug  the  quan- 
tity ttdran.  the  company,  oattalion,  regiment  or  other  command,  for  whose  use  it 
is  required,  the  compensation  to  be  paid,  the  circumstances  of  necessity  that 
existed,  which  certificate  shall  be  evidence  of  a  claim  against  the  Confederate 
States,  and  shall  be  promptiy  paid  by  the  disbursing  officer  of  the  command  for 
which  the  meat  was  taken,  or  by  the  chief  of  the  bureau  having  charge  of  dis- 
buiBements  for  similar  objects. 

Ai^vroved  February  17, 1864. 

I.  The  necessity  for  the  impressment  of  meat  nnder  the  above  act 
having  arisen,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  these  regulations  for 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  impressment  are  made,  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  preceding  act  of  Congress,  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

n.  The  power  to  make  the  impressment  nnder  this  act  is  conferred 
upon  the  commanding  generals  of  departments,  and  of  armies  in  the 
field,  to  be  exercised  by  officers  specially  designated  by  them  for  that 
purpose,  and  also  upon  the  chief  of  the  Subsistence  Department,  and 
such  officers  of  his  Bureau  as  he  may  select. 

III.  When  any  impressment  of  meat  is  required,  the  impressing 
officer  will  reqnire  a  statement  of  the  supplies  on  hand,  the  number  of 
pezBons  to  be  provided  for,  the  length  of  time  for  which  the  provision 
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is  made,  and  will,  thereupon,  if  he  shall  conclnde  that  there  is  a  oanse 
for  impressment,  proceed  to  give  the  notice  required  by  the  third  sec- 
tion of  this  act. 

IV.  The  officer  making  the  impressments  will  in  all  cases  commence 
by  giving  a  written  or  printed  notice,  which  shall  express  all  the  par- 
ticulars contained  in  the  section  aforesaid,  and  he  vUl  tate  care  not 
to  impress  more  of  the  supplier  of  any  owner  than  the  act  of  Congress 
permits. 

y.  If  any  question  should  arise  as  to  the  quantity  of  the  meat  in 
possession  of  the  owner,  or  whether  a  reasonable  allowance  has  been 
made  under  the  conditions  of  this  act,  or  in  reference  to  the  rate  of 
compensation  to  be  paid,  the  difference  will  be  settled,  according  to 
the  fifth  section  of  the  act.  The  decisions  of  the  arbitrators  appointed 
under  this  section  will  be  conclnsive  upon  both  the  impressing  officer 
and  the  owner,  and  the  settlement  will  be  made  according  to  the 
award. 

VI.  A  report  of  all  impressments  under  this  act,  whether  by  officers 
in  the  field  or  by  officers  of  the  SubsiBtencd  Department,  will  be  made 
to  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Subsistence  by  the  officer  making  it. 

yn.  The  attention  of  officers  in  the  field  who  may  be  required  to 
make  impressments  under  this  act  is  particularly  directed  to  the  con- 
ditions of  the  sixth  section,  and  they  are  specially  directed  to  conform 
in  all  cases  to  the  same.  Any  deviation  from  this  order  Will  subject 
the  officers  concerned  to  punishment. 

yill.  No  impressment  under  this  or  any  other  order  shall  be  made 
of  milch  cows  or  of  the  breeding  stock  of  any  farm  or  plantation. 

By  order: 

S,  COOPER, 
A^^viant  and  Inspector  QeneraL 


Circular)  Bubbau  of  Conscription, 

No.  12.    f  Bichmond,  Fa.,  March  24,  2864. 

The  following  is  prescribed  as  the  form  of  the  bond  required  in  the 
second  clause,  fourth  article,  tenth  section,  of  the  late  military  bill,  and 
with  slight  alterations  may  be  adapted  to  the  cases  of  agricultural 
details: 

The  Confedkbato  States  of  Axbrioa, 

State  of  —  . 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents.  That  we  (name  of  principal) ,  of  County, 

in  the  said  State  (name  of  surety),  of  County,  and  (name  of  surety),  of 

 County,  in  the  said  State,  are  held  and  firmly  bound  nnto  the  Confederate 

States  of  America,  in  the  penal  sum  of  (double  the  estimated  value  of  produce  to 
be  deUvered,  in  words,  not  figures)  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Confederate 
States  of  Axnerica ;  for  which  payment,  well  and  truly  to  be  made  and  done,  we 
bind  ourselves,  and  each  of  us,  our  heirs,  ezecntors,  and  administratcffs,  jointly 
and  severally,  finnly,  by  these  presents. 

Sealed  with  our  seals  and  dated  this  day  of  ,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty  . 

Whereas,  the  above  bound  (name  of  principal)  has  applied  for  the  exemption 
of  (himself  or  name  of  person  exempted)  as  {"  overseer "'^ or  "  agricultnraliat,"  as 
the  case  may  be),  under  the  fourth  article  of  the  tentli  section  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  17th  February,  1804,  entitled  "An  act  to  organise  forces  to  a^e 
during  the  war,"  there  being  npon  the  farm  or  plantation  of  the  said  (name  of 
owner  of  farm),  for  which  exffluption  is  sought  (number  in  words)  able-bodied 
slaves  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty,  within  the  meaning  of  said  act ; 
and  which  applicati<m  is  to  be  granted  upon  the  satisfactory  eKecotion  ot  this 
bond. 
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Ncnr  the  ccsidltion  of  this  obligation  is  snch,  that  if  the  above  bound  (name  of 
ntnoipal)  shall  deUver  to  the  Amy  antiiorized  officer  or  agent  of  tlie  Confederate 
States,  at  (railroad  depot,  or  other  station  agreed  apon) ,  or  at  sooh  other  place  as 
may  be  directed  "by  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  his  duly  aathorized  officer  or  agent, 
wiuiin  tv^Ive  months  from  the  date  hereof  (ntimba:  in  words,  not  figures) 
ponnds  of  bacon,  or,  at  the  election  of  the  Gk>vemment,  its  eqiiivalent  in  pork, 
and  (number  in  words,  not  figures)  pounds  of  net  beef  (said  beef  to  be  delivered 
on  foot) ,  to  be  paid  for  by  the  Gtovemment  at  the  prices  fiied  by  the  commis- 
Erionera  of  the  State,  mider  the  impressment  act;  and  sh^l  sell  tne  marketable 
surplofl  of  provisions  and  grain  now  on  hand,  and  which  he  may  raise  from  year 
to  year  wmle  this  exempti<ni  oontinnes,  to  tiw  Ooremnunt  or  to  fhe  fAmilies  d 
muaSen,  at  prices  not  exceeding  the  prices  fixed  by  iib»  commiadoBerB  of  theStiite, 
under  the  impressment  act ;  and  shall  in  all  other  respects  faithfully  conform 
to  the  ret^nisitions  of  the  said  act,  under  which  the  said  (name  of  person 
eiempted)  is  exempted,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof  (he  being 
entitled  to  the  commutation  therein  provided,  upon  compliance  with  the  terms 
thereof) ,  then  this  oUigation  to  be  void  and  of  no  effect,  or  else  to  remain  in  full 
Ibrceand  virtne. 

 ■  .  [SSAL.] 

 .  [SEAL.] 

 .  [seal.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence  of— 

By  command  of  Col.  John  S.  Preston,  superintendent: 

THOMAS  GOLDTHWAITE, 
Acting ^  Asstsiani  Ai^uianUQeneral. 


[March  24,  1864. — ^For  Watts  to  Davis,  in  relation  to  completion 
of  railroad  from  Bine  Mountain,  Ala.,  to  Borne,  Ga.,  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  Ln,  Part  II,  p.  647.] 


OrFiCB  Commandant  of  Conscripts, 

Montgomeryy  Ala.,  March  26^  IS64. 

Lient.  Qen.  Leonid  as  Polk, 

Comdg.  Department  of  Mississippi^  &c.,  DemopoliSy  Ala.: 
General.:  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  24th  instant,*  but  regret  that  I  cannot  fully 
agree  with  you  in  regard  to  ray  duties  relative  to  the  supporting  force 
placed  under  my  control  by  the  superintendent  of  conscription. 
Though  I  have  perfect  confidence  in  your  disposition  to  advance  the 
wishes  of  the  Government  in  its  every  effort  to  support  and  recruit 
our  armies,  yet  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  withdrawal  from  the 
immediate  control  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  of  a  force  which  has 
been  ^ound  so  indispensable  for  the  past  six  or  eight  months  in  the 
enforcement  of  the  conscription  laws  will  prove  most  detrimental  to 
the  service.  As  commandant  of  conscripts  for  this  State  I  am  chai^d 
not  only  "with  the  enforcement  of  the  conscript  laws,  but  with  the 
(Inty  of  arresting  and  returning  to  their  commands  all  stragglers  and 
deserters.  A  large  portion  of  this  State  is  in  such  a  condition  that 
the  constant  presence  of  an  armed  force  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
secure  even  respect.  In  some  portions,  even  with  the  force  at  present 
engaged  in  this  service,  I  am  unable  to  overcome  the  armed  resistance 
presented.  In  view  of  these  facts,  I  feel  confident  it  would  be  impos- 
ing a  tax  heavier  than  you  contemplate  to  render  me  the  assistance 
necessary  for  this  service. 

*  Not  found. 
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I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  whilst 
Brigpftdier-General  Pillow  was  charged  with  these  duties,  under  the 
direction  of  General  Johnston,  in  the  Department  of  Tennessee,  Ala- 
bama, and  Mississippi,  he  was  unable  to  suppress  desertion  and  dis- 
affection by  snch  details  as  Grenerals  Johnston  and  Bragg  were  then 
able  to  afford  him,  and  that  upon  repeated  applications,  approved  by 
General  Bragg,  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War  was  at  last  indnoed 
to  aUow  the  organization  of  a  sufficient  number  of  companies  which 
you  now  desire  to  perform  this  duty.  This  power  was  left  discretion- 
ary with  Brigadier^General  Pillow  so  far  as  the  number  of  comi>anies 
was  concern^.  Under  the  discretionary  power  so  granted,  Bri^dier- 
General  Pillow  raised  over  twenty  companies  in  this  State  as  a  sup- 
porting force  to  his  system  of  conscription.  When  this  force  was 
organized  little  less  than  a  reign  of  terror  existed  in  a  lai^e  portion 
of  Alabama.  The  operations  of  this  force  and  the  inclemency  of  the 
past  winter  have  for  a  time  produced  comparative  quiet  and  confi- 
dence and  greatly  reduced  the  number  of  deserters  and  recusants. 
It  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  during  this  spring  and  coming  summer 
the  number  of  deserters  will  increase,  and  an  ample  supporting  force 
will  be  indispensably  necessary. 

Under  present  regulations  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  is  charged 
with  the  duly  of  returning  all  absentees  and  deserters  from  the  Army. 
Monthly  reports  of  such  are  rendered  by  the  Tuions  regiments  in  the 
field  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  and  the  War  I)ei»artment,  and 
veteran  soldiers  in  the  field  look  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  to 
return  those  who  have  deserted  the  post  of  duty.  Brigadier-General 
Pillow  having  been  ordered  to  the  field,  and  the  entire  control  of  this 
service  having  been  transferred  to  Colonel  Preston,  he  directed  me 
when  in  Klchmond  recently  to  inspect  and  report  upon  the  condition  of 
the  supporting  force  organized  by  Brigadier-General  Pillow,  stating 
that  he  did  not  believe  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  retain  all  that 
Brigadier-General  Pillow  had  organized  under  discretionary  power, 
but  that  so  little  was  known  of  the  condition  and  material  of  which 
these  companies  were  composed  that  no  order  could  be  made  relieving 
them  until  inspected  and  reported  upon.  On  my  arrival  at  this  place, 
on  my  retum  from  Richmond,  Brigadier^General  Pillow  showed  me  a 
letter  from  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War  authorizing  him  to  oi^anize 
for  field  service  such  companies  of  the  supporting  force  as  Colonel 
Preston  should  turn  over  to  him,  after  all  parties  liable  to  conscrip- 
tion should  have  been  taken  out.  Brigadier-General  Pillow  insisted, 
that  I  should  at  once  turn  over  to  him  all  but  seven  comi)anies.  This 
I  was  not  authorized  to  do,  but  believing  that  Brigadier-General 
Pillow  had  retained  whilst  superintendent  of  conscription  more  com- 
panies than  were  actually  necessary,  and  being  anxious  to  contribute 
whatever  I  could  consistently  with  orders  to  secure  him  a  command  in 
the  field,  I  telegraphed  Colonel  Preston  for  authority  to  turn  over  at 
once  such  companies  of  the  supx>orting  force  as  I  did  not  need.  This 
authority  was  granted  by  tel^^ram,  leaving  me,  of  coarse,  responsible 
for  any  error  that  might  be  committed  by  turning  over  too  many  com- 
X>anie8,  or  by  turning  over  companies  out  of  which  the  conscripts  had 
not  been  ta^en.  Under  that  authority  I  turned  over  to  Br^adier- 
General  PUlow  what  purported  to  be  thirteen  companies  out  of  twenty- 
five  reported  to  me.  This  is  as  low  as  I  feel  that  I  could  safely  reduce 
the  force  under  the  power  granted  me  by  Colonel  Preston,  unless  he 
were  to  direct  otherwise.  I  regret  that  Brigadier-General  Pillow 
seems  to  think  that  I  am  not  disposed  to  assist  him  in  obtaining  a 
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command  in  the  field,  and  I  regret  that  anything;  should  ooonr  at  this 
tirae  to  embarrass  Colonel  I^«ston*8  system  of  conscription,  but  I  rely 
with  confidence  npon  your  sound  judgment,  Mid  npoa  the  promises 
yon  have  so  kindly  made  that  you  will  furnish  whatever  assistance 
may  be  required  for  this  service,  and  thank  you  most  heartily  for 
your  expressions  of  confidence  made  known  to  Major  Thompson  in 
his  interview  and  communicated  to  me  by  him.  A  copy  of  this  corre- 
spondence will  be  forwarded  to  Colonel  Preston  by  next  mail,  asking 
instructions. 

I  am,  general,  very  r^pectf uUy  and  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient 
Berrant, 

H.  C.  LOCKHART, 
LieulenafUrCiAond  and  Commandant  far  Al^Ktrna. 


[March  26, 1864. — For  Magruder  to  Smith,  inclosing  correspondence 
with  the  Governor  of  Texas  in  reference  to  State  troops,  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  XXXIV,  Part  n,  p.  1087.] 


Hbadquartbbs  Akhy  of  Northern  Viroinia, 

March  26, 1864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  suggest  that  in  my  opinion  a  plan  might 
lie  adopted  which  would  sensibly  lessen  the  issue  of  Confederate 
money  without  doing  injustice  to  the  rights  of  any  one.  Since  I  have 
bad  the  command  of  this  army  large  amounts  have  been  paid  to 
citizens  for  articles  consumed  or  destroyed  by  the  troops,  or  for 
damages  of  different  kinds.  These  payments  have  all  been  made  in 
money,  although  much  of  the  property  paid  for  was  such  as  the  owner 
would  probably  never  have  sold,  or  at  any  rate  not  for  a  long  time. 
In  the  situation  in  which  we  are  placed  it  is  probably  necessary  to 
give  every  inducement  we  can  to  the  people  to  sell  us  what  we  require, 
and  we  cannot  avoid  paying  them  in  the  way  that  they  prefer.  But 
such  need  not  be  the  case  with  reference  to  such  things  as  wood  for 
fuel,  taken  by  the  troops.  The  wood  they  use  is  not  generally  a 
source  of  income  or  revenue  to  the  owner,  nor  in  most  cases,  if  it  wore 
not  burned  by  them,  would  it  be  cut  for  many  years.  It  contributes 
to  the  value  of  the  real  estate,  but  can  hardly  be  regarded  as  personalty. 
TTiere  is  no  reason  wliy  it  should  be  paid  for  in  money,  as  the  owner 
would  be  equally  well  off  if  paid  in  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness, to  constitute  the  foundation  of  a  claim  hereafter. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  this  plan  be  adopted,  and  that  it  be 
extended  to  all  claims  resting  upon  the  same  grounds.  When  prop- 
erty usually  sold  in  market  or  in  the  ordinary  business  of  the  owner 
is  taken  or  destroyed  there  may  be  some  equity  in  his  claim  to  be 
paid  in  current  money ;  so  in  those  cases  where  property  is  destroyed 
that  mast  be  restored,  such  as  fences,  houses,  &c.  But  in  all  other 
eases  a  great  deal  of  money  might  be  saved  by  giving  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates. If  this  cannot  be  done  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  claim,  part 
at  leasli  might  be  thus  settled. 

As  I  take  it  to  be  desirable  to  make  the  issue  of  the  new  correnoy 
as  slow  as  possible,  I  respectfully  suggest  that  action  in  this  matter 
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be  taken  at  once.  In  many  oases  persons  have  received  more  for 
wood  used  by  the  troops,  and  which  bat  for  such  use  would  now  be 
standing,  than  was  originally  paid  for  the  land  itself.  It  is  evident 
that  if  all  the  property  of  this  kind  is  to  be  converted  Into  eanency 
the  volume  of  it  must  be  greatly  augmented. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  £.  liBEf 

Oenered. 


[March  26,  1864.— For  Davis  to  Vance,  in  relation  to  the  bnsinees 
of  blockade  running,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LI,  Part  II,  p.  841.] 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Bbpartubnt, 

Bichm&ndy  Fa.,  March  «*,  1804. 

General  R.  E.  Lee: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  calling  my 
attention  to  the  serious  inconveniencies  resulting  from  the  recent 
legislation  of  Congress  respecting  the  military  courts.* 

I  concur  fully  with  your  views,  and  my  recommendations  for  the 
action  of  Congress  were  of  an  opposite  tendency  and  sought  to  give 
greater  facilities  for  their  action  and  to  relieve  both  the  commanding 
general  and  the  President  from  the  burden  of  reviewing  the  cases 
decided.  I  was  not  consulted  in  reference  to  the  act  passed,  and  I 
think  it  very  probable  some  misapprehension  existed  in  consequence 
of  an  impression  prevailing  (correctly,  1  believe)  that  the  President 
considered  it  incumbent  under  the  Articles  of  War  that  the  records 
should  be  reviewed  by  the  commanding  general.  I  will  take  pleas- 
ure in  calling  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  Congress  at  its  next  s^ion, 
and  will  endeavor  to  procure  such  legislation  as  will  conform  to  your 
views,  and  while  adding  to  the  efficiency  of  the  military  courts  yet 
lighten  the  labors  now  injudiciously  cast  on  you  and  other  command- 
ers in  the  field. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War- 


[March  28,  1864. — For  Smith  to  Davis,  in  relation  to  the  intentions 
of  Governor  Hurrah  with  reference  to  the  Texas  troops,  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  XXXIV,  Part  n,  p.  109fi.] 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

.Richmond^  Va.,  March  29,  X864. 

General  B.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the 
26th  instant  and  to  express  ray  obligation  for  the  counsel  you  sug- 
gest in  regard  to  the  use  of  certificates  of  indebtedness.  My  own 
judgment  fully  approves  the  policy  you  recommend,  and  it  was  owing 
in  some  measure  to  suggestions  and  urgency  on  my  part  that  there 

*Seep.  246. 
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was  made  in  the  recent  cnrrenoy  bill  a  provision  for  the  issue  and 
nse  of  certificates  of  indebtedness.  These  certificates  have  been 
made,  by  the  provision  allowing  6  per  cent,  interest  and  exemption 
from  taxation,  so  tempting  in  comparison  with  other  Confederate 
issaes  that  it  is  hoped  with  confidence  they  will  be  received  in  pay- 
ment not  only  of  snch  claims  as  yon  more  apecitdly  refer  to,  but  like- 
wise in  part  on  general  purchases  through  preference,  or  at  least 
without  objection,  by  the  people.  They  will,  so  used,  greatly  dimin- 
ish the  volume  of  the  currency  it  will  be  necessary  to  issue,  and  every 
effort  shall  be  made  by  the  Department  to  make  them  as  available  to 
this  end  as  possible.  No  one  can  be  more  thoroughly  satisfied,  or 
perhaps  none  has  better  opportunities  to  feel  the  necessity  of  reducing 
oar  redundant  currency  and  of  maintaining  it  at  some  fixed  reason- 
able standard.  It  is  very  difficult  to  correct  the  excesses  to  which  we 
have  been  incautiously  led  in  the  issue  of  notes  circulating  as  money, 
but  I  am  hopeful,  with  tlie  x>erception  of  the  evil  that  now  prevaiU, 
both  with  the  people  and  their  representatives,  there  will  be  a  steady 
redaction  of  the  notes  issued  to  the  reasonable  amount  required  for 
circulation,  and  an  inflexible  determination  to  maintain  the  cirenla- 
tion  steady. 

In  my  opinion  almost  any  sacrifice  ought  to  be  made  to  obtain 
credite  requisite  to  carry  on  the  war  rather  than  to  recur  to  the  most 
expensive  and  mischievous  of  all  modes — the  issue  of  a  redundant 
currency.  To  aid  I  shall  endeavor  to  obtain  supplies  from  abroad, 
and  even  through  our  lines  by  an  exchange  of  our  products.  Even  in 
our  own  limits  I  expect  to  introduce  and  rely  upon  to  a  considerable 
extent  a  system  of  barter.  I  am  happy  to  think  in  all  this  I  shall 
have,  as  I  infer  from  your  letter,  your  approval  and  co-operation. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Uabch  29,  1864. — For  Lee  to  Seddon,  in  relation  to  the  subject  of 
exportation,  with  copy  of  general  orders  for  the  guidance  of  the 
army,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LI,  Part  II,  p.  842.] 


GXSKBAL  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  40.         J  Richmond,  March  29,  I864.. 

I.  The  enlistment  of  deserters  is  a  serious  evil  in  the  service.  The 
attention  of  the  Army  is  therefore  directed  to  the  Twenty-second 
Article  of  War,  which  provides  that  "no  non-commissioned  officer 
or  soldier  shall  enlist  himself  in  any  other  regiment,  troop,  or  com- 
pany without  a  regular  discharge  from  the  regiment,  troop,  or  com- 
pany in  which  he  last  served,  on  the  penalty  of  being  reported  a 
deserter  and  suffering  accordingly;  and  in  case  any  officer  shall 
knowingly  receive  and  entertain  such  non-commissioned  officer  or 
soldier,  or  shall  not,  after  his  being  discovered  to  be  a  deserter, 
immediately  confine  him,  and  give  notice  thereof  to  the  corx>s  in  which 
he  l^rti  served,  the  said  officershall  by  a  court-martial  be  cashiered." 

n.  A  strict  observance  of  this  law,  and  the  arrest  and  trial  of  all 
who  violate  its  injunctions,  are  required. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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GONFBDBRATB  STATES  OP  AUERICA,  WaR  DBPABTMENT, 

BicTmtond,  Fa.,  March  £9,  1864. 

His  Excellency  William  Shith, 

Qovemor  of  Virginia: 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,*  in  regard  to  the  State  force  in 
the  city  of  Richmond,  has  been  referred  to  the  Ck)n8cript  Bureau  with 
this  indorsement: 

The  men  in  these  militia  organizations  come,  in  my  jndgment,  nnder  the 
liabilities  to  military  service  declared  by  the  act  of  the  Confederate  Congreas. 
They  are  none  of  them  '*  troops  of  war  "  kept  by  a  State  in  time  of  war  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  Constitntion.  Being  thus  liable,  those  capable  of  active 
serrice  m  the  field  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-fire  must  be  at  once 
conscribed  and  devoted  to  the  old  organizations,  either  by  th^  own  selection  or 
by  assignment.  Those  who  would  oelong  to  the  reserve  forces,  being  already 
in  orgauizationB  similar  in  a  great  degree  (thongh  mider  State  anthoritjr)  to 
those  contemplated  for  tiie  resenre,  and^by  meir  onion  with  others  not  liable  to 
ccmscription,  nolding  perhaps  t<^rether  a  larger  local  force  than  might  otherwise 
collect,  need  not  at  once  be  called  into  Confederate  service,  bnt  may  be  idlowed 
to  remain  as  they  are  nntil  further  orders.  The  claim  to  them  cannot  be  snr- 
rendered,  but  the  contingencies  of  the  fntnre  mnst  determine  whether  they  may 
not  be  more  nsefolly  employed  in  their  present  organizations  than  in  new  reserve 
companies  for  Confederate  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Raleigh,  March  29, 1864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secreia/ry  of  War: 

Sir:  I  received  the  inclosed  letter  f  from  Mr.  Boyden  to-day.  Mr. 
B.  resides  in  Salisbury,  but  you  will  see  that  the  letter  was  written 
from  the  residence  of  C.  1.  Plerson.  I  have  written  Mr.  B.  in  reply 
that  he  misinterpreted  my  letter  in  supposing  that  all  persons  who  had 
sued  out  writs  prior  to  the  orders  from  your  Department  of  the  10th 
instant  were  to  be  put  upon  the  same  footing  as  those  who  were  dis- 
charged at  Salisbury.  In  the  latter  cases  the  ordinary  return  was 
made  that  the  parties  were  held  formilitaiy  duty.  In  the  cases  referred 
to  by  Mr.  Boyden  the  retunis  were  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Mal- 
lett>,  he  having  received  orders  before  yours  of  the  10th  instant  from 
the  Conscript  Bureau.  Mr.  B.  states  the  returns  and  says  that  a 
motion  will  be  made  to  discharge  the  parties  upon  the  ground  of  the 
insufiiciency  of  the  returns — 1  presume  for  the  reason  that  they  do 
not  correspond  with  the  orders  of  the  10th.  I  have  explained  to  Mr. 
B.  the  whole  matter  and  said  to  him  that  I  had  neither  power  nor  incli- 
nation to  interfere  further,  and  also  that  I  did  not  believe  the  general 
would  regard  any  discharge  granted  in  any  such  case.  How  many 
cases  there  are  of  this  kind  I  know  not.  There  were  some  115  or  120 
of  the  Salisbury  cases. 

I  received  your  last  letter.   Am  I  to  receive  any  commission  as 
commissioner,  or  any  other  instructions  than  those  embraced  in  the 
OTder  of  the  10th  of  March,  1864? 
Very  respectfully, 

THS.  BRAGG. 
'Not  found.  f  Omitted. 
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[Mabch  30,  1864. — For  Smith  to  Martin,  calling  out  State  troops  to 
nport  at  Marshall,  Tex.,  see  Series  I,  YoL  XXZIV,  Part  II,  p.  1099.] 


CONFBDERA.TB  STATES  OF  AHEBICA,  WaR  DEPAKTSIENT, 

BichTnond^  Va.,  March  30,  I864. 

W.  X.  ESTELLE,  Esq., 

Mobile,  Jla.: 

Sa:  You  will  find  herewith  inclosed  the  orders  relative  to  the  sus- 
pension of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  with  the  act  on  that  subject.  * 

The  Department  desires  that  you  will  undertake  the  charge  of  com- 
missioner for  carrying  into  effect  the  act  and  orders  under  it  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi.  The  orders  sufficiently  express  the  duties  you 
have  to  perform.  Tou  are  also  requested  to  afford  counsel  to  the 
commander  of  conscripts  and  the  enrolling  officers  in  cases  that  may 
arise  in  which  the  interposition  of  that  writ  may  be  claimed. 

Ton  are  authorized  to  detail  one  or  more  assistants  from  the  class 
between  forty-five  and  fifty,  or  to  designate  some  gentlemen  above 
that  age  to  aid  you  if  the  duties  become  too  onerous  for  your  personal 
attention. 

Congress  failed  to  make  an  appropriation  to  carry  into  effect  this 
act,  but  wiU  doubtless  do  so  at  its  next  meeting  in  May.  You  will 
keep  an  accurate  account  of  the  expenses  and  send  it  to  this  Depart- 
ment previous  to  th»  meeting  of  Congress.  A  reasonable  and  proper 
compensation  will  be  allowed  to  you  for  the  duties  you  may  be  required 
to  perform. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(Same  to  J.  M.  Forbes,  SaltvUle,  Va.,  appointed  commissioner  for 
State  of  Vii^inia,  and  to  Alexander  R.  Boteler,  Richmond,  Va.) 


CmcuLAB )  Confederate  States  op  America, 

j-    War  Dbpabtuent,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

No.  13.    )  Richnumd,  Va.,  March  SI,  m^. 

Commandants  of  conscripts  will  forthwith  proceed,  in  compliance 
with  General  Orders,  No.  33,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 
onrrent  series,  rapidly  to  enroll  all  jwrsons  between  the  ages  of  seven- 
teen and  eighteen  and  forty-five  and  fifty  years,  allowing  them  until 
the  Ist  day  of  May  next  to  join  any  company  for  local  defense  which 
has  been  formed  under  Oeneral  Orders,  No.  86,  A^utautand  Inspector 
Qenerars  Office,  last  series,  for  the  war,  or  any  other  company  for 
local  defense  which  has  been  accepted  into  the  service  and  which  by 
the  terms  of  its  enlistment  is  liable  to  service  anywhere  within  the 
State,  or  to  form  themselves  into  voluntary  organizations  of  compa- 
nies, battalions,  or  regiments,  and  elect  their  own  company  officers  in 
conformity  with  existing  law,  as  provided  in  the  sixth  section  of  the 
act  of  Congress  to  organize  forces  to  serve  during  the  war,  published 
in  General  Orders,  No.  26,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Grcneral's  Office, 
current  series.   Those  who  do  not  before  the  1st  day  of  May  next 

•See  General  Orders,  No.  SI,  March  10.  p.  30S. 
17  B  B— flEBIBS  IV,  VOL  m 
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volunteer  or  organize  themselves  into  compimies  will  be  formed  into 
companies,  Ixkttalions,  and  regiments  under  regulations  to  be  pre- 
scribed therefor. 
By  command  of  Col.  John  S.  Preston,  superintendent: 

C.  B.  DXJFFIELD, 
Assistant  Ac^utant-Oeneral. 


0.  S.  QUABTEBHASTER'S  DBFT.,  RaILBOAD  BUREAU, 

Richmond^  March  SI,  J864, 

Brig.  Oten,  A.  B.  Lawton, 

Quartermaster-  GhnercH : 

General:  The  necessily  of  more  rapid  oommnnication  with  Wil- 
mington has  long  been  felt,  but  has  failed  of  accomplishment  from  a 
want  of  harmony  with  the  railroad  officers.  I  am  satisfied  that  we 
can  expect  no  lasting  improvement  until  the  three  roads  between  this 
city  and  that  are  under  one  management  and  worked  as  one  corpora- 
tion. I  am  also  satisfied  that  this  can  never  be  done  if  the  wishes  of 
the  present  officers  are  consulted.  Three  presidents  and  as  many 
superintendents  will  be  sure  to  find  reasons  why  no  good  could  result 
from  such  an  arrangement.  I  would  therefore  recommend  that  the 
six  officers  of  these  roads  above  named  be  convened  and  the  wishes 
of  Government  be  unfolded  to  them,  at  the  same  time  assnring  them 
that  the  temporary  amalgamation  was  a  military  necessity  and  must 
be  complied  with.  The  terms  should  be  liberal,  as  the  end,  if 
attained,  is  beyond  price.  If  the  Government  would  take  the  roads 
with  all  rolling-Btook,  shops,  machinery,  tools,  (fee,  just  as  they  stand, 
and  agree  to  pay  an  annual  interest  of  12^  per  cent,  until  the  war 
closes,  and  then  to  replace  the  roads,  &c.y  in  as  good  condition  as 
received,  there  would  be  no  reasonable  objection  to  turning  them 
over  to  the  Government.  It  is  not  an  object  to  stickle  about  terms  if 
the  companies  can  be  brought  to  agree  to  it;  and  so  important  do  I 
consider  the  arrangement  that  I  ui^  it  upon  your  con^detatiou  even 
to  the  extent  of  an  impressment. 

I  am,  general,  very  reepeotfully,  (fee, 

F.  w.  sms, 

LieiUenafU-Colondt  dkc 

[Xudoraement.] 

April  1, 1864. 

As  this  proposition  involves  the  exercise  of  lai^e  powere,  and  may 
involve  very  heavy  expenditures  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  it  is 
respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  sanction. 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster-  Oenerd. 


[March  31, 1864.— For  Smith  and  Magruder  to  Murrah,  urging,  in  1 
view  of  the  situation,  that  every  armed  man  be  put  into  the  field,  | 
and  referring  to  the  demoralization  caused  by  the  action  of  the  State 
authorites,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIV,  Part  II,  p.  1108.] 


[March  31,  1864. — For  Polk  to  Seddon,  in  relation  to  the~^»er^ 
ations  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  in  the  Department  of  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  and  East  Louisiana,  with  indorsements,  see  Series  I,  VoL 
XXXII,  Part  UI,  pp.  723-726.] 
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GUYTOK,  Ga.,  March  31,  I864. 

ffis  ExoenenQy  Frasident  Davis  : 

Dear  Sir:  I  trust  you  will  pardon  tlie  liberty  I  take  in  calling 
yonr  attention  to  the  above  extract*  from  the  Savannah  Morning 
NewB. 

Ton  here  see  an  act  of  great  injustice  about  to  be  perpetrated  on 
oor  brave  Etoldiers  in  the  field.  Kine-tenths  of  the  militia  ofQcers  of 
Georgia  are  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  and  thus, 
under  Governor  Brown's  protection,  they  will  escape  all  military 
service.  The  idea  of  keeping  np  such  a  militia  organization  is  sim- 
absurd.  Their  commancU  will  consist  of  boys  from  sixteen  to 
seventeen,  and  of  men  between  fifty  and  sixty,  who  had  no  voice  in 
the  Section  of  said  of&oers,  and  who  would  much  prefer  men  from 
onumg  their  own  number.  There  are  few  of  the  people  of  Georgia, 
men  and  women,  who  do  not,  after  Gk>d,  plaoe  all  their  trust  in  you, 
and  confidently  look  to  you  to  interpose  yonr  authority  to  stop  this 
outrageous  wrong.  All  between  the  ages  of  sevent^n  and  fifty 
should,  as  by  law  they  are  required  to  do,  immediately  take  their 
places  in  the  ranks,  and  particularly  these'  same  unpatriotic  militia 
officers.  Relying  on  your  sense  of  justioe,  I  trust  you  will  give  the 
forgoing  lines  your  attentive  iwrusal. 

With  the  assurance  that  you  and  yours  are  dally  commended  to  the 
care,  protection,  and  guidance  of  our  Heavenly  Parent,  and  sympa- 
thizing deeply  with  yon  in  your  many  cares  and  perplexities, 
I  remain,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  MATHER. 

|jnnt  loAofMnMnti] 

Reepeotfnllj  referred,  ^yf  ^reotion  of  the  I^nsldent,  to  the  super- 
intendent of  the  Bureau  of  Consoription  for  attention. 

BURTON  N.  HARRISON, 

Private  Secr&ary. 

(Seooiid  Indonenwnt.] 

BUBBAU  OP  CONSCRIPTrON, 

Richmond,  April  IS,  I864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commandant  of  GJeorgfia  for  attention. 
By  order  of  Colonel  Preston: 

THOMAS  PINCKNEY, 
Acting  Assistant  Ad^vianUQenercd. 

[Third  liKl<n«en)ei)t.1 

Hbadquabtebs  Conscriptiox, 

Macon,  Ga.,  April  SO,  I864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major  Rowland  for  attention. 

WM.  M.  BROWNE, 
Colonel  and  CommandanL 

prttarth  tedonftmrat.] 

Hsadquartebs  Cahp  Cooper, 

Macon,  (7a.,  May  2, 1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Colonel  Browne. 

The  statement  made  in  the  extract  appended  to  the  within  letter  is 
no  doubt  true.  Many  men  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  have  been 

*  loarated  aa  an  indosnre,  following. 


Digitized  by 


260 


COREESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


elected  under  the  militia  law  of  Geoi^fia  recently,  and  reoeiyed  com- 
missions  from  the  Govemor.  No  method  is  Imown  by  which  saoh 
men  can  be  properly  sent  to  the  field,  they  being  understood  to  be 
exempt  therefrom  by  the  recent  proclamation  of  Governor  Brown,  as 
necessary  to  the  militia  service  of  the  State. 
For  the  commandant: 

R.  S.  LANIER, 
lAeuienant  and  Acting  Ad^vianU 

[IlfUi  IndonesMat.] 

Headquartebs  Conscsiftion  Sebvige, 

Macon,  Ga.,  Jvms  6,  186^, 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  John  S.  Preston,  superintendent 
Bureau  of  Conscription. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  statement  of  the  within 
letter  or  of  the  justice  of  the  writer's  appreciation  of  the  facts.  As 
far  as  I  can  learn,  almost  all  the  militia  and  civil  oflftcers  exempted 
by  the  (xovemor  of  Georgia  "as  necessary  to  the  State  Government" 
are  between  the  ages  of  eighte^  and  fifty  and  fit  for  field  service. 
District  and  snb^ngineer  officers  have  been  directed  to  obtain  and 
furnish  these  headquarters  aoowrate  information  as  to  the  number  of 
officers  in  their  respective  districts  and  counties  thus  exempt,  together 
with  their  ages  and  date  of  appointment  or  election,  which  will  give 
a  precise  exhibit  of  the  extent  to  which  these  wholesale  exemptions 
have  affeoted  the  effective  strength  of  the  Army. 

WM.  M.  BROWNE, 
GoUmd  and  Commandant. 

■  pinolMim.] 
THE  STATE  MHJTIA. 

The  Legislature  at  its  extra  session  having  transferred  all  between 
the  ages  of  seventeen  and  fifty  to  the  Confederate  Government,  the 
Milledgeville  Union  says  Govemor  Brown  immediately  sent  a  copy  of 
the  resolutions  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  requested  him  to  permit 
the  militia  so  transferred* to  volunteer  and  elect  their  own  offioers. 
So  soon  as  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  War  is  received  the  decision 
will  be  made  pQblic. 

"It  is  proper  here  to  remark,"  sa^  the  Union,  "that  the  transfer 
of  those  between  seventeen  and  fifty  does  not  disband  the  militia 
organization  of  the  State.  The  newly  elected  militia  officers  will 
retain  command  of  the  reserved  militia  between  sixteen  and  seventeen 
and  between  fifty  and  sixty,'  together  with  such  exempts  from  Con- 
federate service  as  are  not  exempts  from  State  militia  6m^.  The 
reserved  will  remain  a  complete  organization  for  police  purposes  and 
for  the  suppression  of  servile  insurrection  or  internal  troubles  in  the 
counties  of  their  locality." 


[March  31,  1964. — For  Davis  to  Vance,  in  relation  to  affairs  in 
North  Carolina  (military  and  civil  appointments,  &c.),  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  LI,  Part  XL,  p.  844.] 
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CiONFEDXBACB  SlATBS  OF  AMERICA,  WaR  DEPARTMENT, 

Bicihmondy  Fo.,  AprU  A  IS64. 

General  R.  E.  liEE, 

CommaTiaing,  <fcc.: 

GeneraIj:  Yoar  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  has  been  received.*  The 
draft  of  the  orders  proposed  to  be  issued  by  you  has  been  considered 
find  the  orders  are  approved.  The  only  question  is  whether,  if  they 
should  be  discovered  by  the  enemy,  their  attention  to  the  trade  we 
propose  to  carry  on  might  not  be  awakened.  But  the  probability  is 
that  the  trade  itself  and  not  the  orders  will  come  to  their  knowledge 
most  readily.  It  is  of  importance  that  no  obstmction  should  be 
opposed  by  tiie  pickets  to  t^e  persons  eng^;ed  in  the  trade,  and  that 
those  oonoemed  should  be  fa<^tated  and  protected  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. The  expectati<m  of  the  Department  is  to  press  it  to  the  hillest 
extent  that  it  jnay  be  fotmd  practicable.  The  r^ulation  of  the 
import  trade  was  exdnded  from  the  act  of  Congress  purposely.  The 
difficulty  of  subjecting  it  to  military  inspection  and  regulation  has 
been  discovered  by  experience,  and  it  was  thought  that  any  eftort  to 
control  it  by  military  authority  might  be  productive  of  mischief. 
Persons  bringing  imports  can  be  required  to  report  to  the  custom- 
house, and  this,  perhaps,  will  be  sufficient. 

A  list  of  the  prohibited  articles  will  be  found  in  the  x>aper  inclosed,  f 
In  case  of  the  seizure  of  any  articles  of  the  kind,  the  articles  seized 
should  be  sent  to  a  reoelTing  officer  or  to  the  marshal  of  the  district. 
Yeiy  Tespectfol^,  you;  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SE0DON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Afbil  1,  1864. — ^For  Lee  to  Cooper,  in  relation  to  disbanding  par- 
tisan rangers,  see  Series  I,  VoL  XKXin,  p.  1252.] 


[Apkil  1,  1864. — ^For  Polk  to  Clark,  in  relation  to  the  transfer  of 
Mississippi  State  troops  to  the  Confederate  service,  see  Series  I,  V6L 
XXXn,  Part  m,  p.  730.] 


CONFEDBRATE  STATES  OF  AKEBICA,  SUBSIST.  DbFF., 

Office  of  Chief  Ooujossary  for  Viroinia, 

Riehmtmdy  Fa.,  AprU  1, 186 J^. 

Hon.  Jahes  a.  Sbddon, 

Secretanry  of  War,  Richmond: 

Sir  :  The  plan  adopted  by  Judge  Campbell  for  regulating  the  export 
of  cotton  and  tobacco  through  our  lines  along  the  Rappahannock  and 
Potomac  border  is  to  require  the  bond  to  be  taken  and  the  permits 
indorsed  by  me  to  some  local  officer,  who  indorses  them  with  the 
length  of  time  for  which  they  can  be  used.  He  has  so  informed 
General  Lee,  and  asked  the  prohibition  of  all  trade  not  aniiiorized 
by  such  pennits.  On  the  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee  border, 
where  a  heavy  trade  is  going  on,  the  permits  cannot  readily  be  granted 

•See  Series  I,  Vol.  LI.  Pfirt  H,  p.  842. 
tNot  foond  as  an  inouxraie. 
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by  the  War  Department,  and  I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest 
that  all  permits  for  trade  in  those  sections  be  granted  by  the  general 
commanding,  who  shall  require  them  before  being  valid  to  be  indorsed 
by  the  chief  commissary  of  the  State  or  district,  or  some  officer 
specially  charged  by  the  chief  or  district  commissary  with  the  control 
of  that  business.  On  the  North  Carolina  border  G^eneral  Pickett 
could  grant  the  permit,  and  Maj.  R.  Tannahill,  the  chief  district 
commissary,  should  indorse  it,  and  in  the  Southwest  General  Breck- 
inridge's permits  should  be  indorsed  by  Maj.  Joseph  Cloyd,  the  chief 
district  commissary. 

Agents  for  railroad  companies  are  now  at  work  in  North  Carolina 
with  permits  from  Genem  Whiting,  exchanging  cotton  for  ba43on, 
pound  for  x>ound,  while  our  agents  are  exchanging  two  and  three 
pounds  of  bacon  for  one  of  cotton.  The  trade  shoudd  be  under  the 
control  of  designated  officers,  and  thus  uniformity  and  regularity 
could  be  attained  and  fraud  and  speculation  prevented. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  P.  NOLAND, 

Major  and  Chief  Commissary  of  Stibsisienoe  for  Virginia. 

[Indonaneitt.] 

APfilL  4,  1864. 

Assistant  Secretary: 

If  your  judgment  approves,  will  you  give  the  requisite  instructions  ? 
If  not,  I  should  be  pleased  to  have  the  benefit  of  your  counsels.  T 
am  inclined  to  make  the  modification  of  requiring  the  permit  from 
the  commissary  and  the  approval  by  tJie  general  rattier  than  as 
suggested. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secreiary. 


Oircidar  list. 

Columbus,  Mibs.,  April  ly  1864, 
The  undersigned,  commissioners  for  the  State  of  Mississippi  under 
the  act  of  Congress  regulating  Impressments,  establish  the  prices  fol- 
lowing, to  be  paid  from  tliis  date  by  the  Government  until  further 
notice,  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  the  public  use  "  in  the 
hands  of  any  person  ottier  than  the  persons  who  have  raised,  grown, 
or  produced  the  same,  or  persons  holding  the  same  for  their  own  use 
or  consumption,"  in  the  following  districts: 

First  District:  Composed  of  the  counties  of  Carroll,  Chickasaw, 
Choctaw,  Holmes,  Issaquena,  Kemper,  Lowndes,  Monroe,  Noxubee, 
Oktibbeha,  Sunflower,  Tallahatchie,  Yalobusha,  and  Yazoo. 

Second  District:  Composed  of  the  counties  of  Amite,  Attala,  Boli- 
var, Clarke,  Claiborne,  Coahoma,  Copiah,  Franklin,  Jasper,  Jefferson, 
Lauderdale,  Lawrence,  Leake,  Marion,  Neshoba,  Newton,  Pike, 
Rankin,  Scott,  Smith,  Tunica,  Wayne,  Wilkinson,  Winston,  and 
Washington. 

Third  District:  Composed  of  the  counties  of  Calhoun,  De  Soto,  Ita- 
wamba, Lafayette,  Madison,  Marsliall,  Panola,  and  Pontotoc. 

Fourth  District:  Composed  of  the  counties  of  Adams,  Covington, 
Greene,  Hancock,  Harrison,  Hinds,  Jackson,  Jones,  Peiry,  Simpson, 
Tippah,  Tishomingo,  and  Warren. 
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Bates  of  transportation. 


Hauling,  per  htmdred.  per  mile..  $  .05 

Hire  of^-norse  team,  wagon,  and  driver : 

Rations  fnnusfaed  by  the  owner  pei  day..  7.00 

Rations  fnmished  by  the  GoTermnent  ...........do   6.00 

Hire  of  4-horse  team,  wagon,  and  drirer: 

Rations  furnished  by  the  owner  "  .............do   10.00 

Rations  furnished  by  the  Government     .do   8.00 

Hire  of  6-horse  team,  wagon,  and  driver : 

Rations  furnished  by  the  owner  do   12. 00 

Rations  furnished  by  the  Gtovemioent    do   10. 00 

Hire  of  laborer: 

Rations  furnished  by  Qie  owner  do   1. 50 

Rations  furnished  by  the  QoTmimait  do   1. 00 

Rations  furnished  by  the  Government  per  month. .  25. 00 


The  foregoing  are  the  maximum  prices  to  be  paid  wherever  pur- 
chased or  impressed,  the  Government  paying  for  transportation. 

The  nndersigned  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  the  foregoing  are  the 
prices  at  which  alone  Government  agents  can,  without  a  violation  of 
law,  impress  private  projwrty,  and  for  the  information  of  all  con- 
cerned that  section  of  the  impressment  act  which  prescribes  the  pains 
and  penalties  incurred  by  a  violation  of  its  provisions  is  hereto 
appended: 

Sec.  XI.  That  any  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  who 
shall  violate  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  tried  before  the  military  court  of 
the  corps  to  which  he  is  attached,  on  complaint  made  by  the  owner  or  other  per- 
sons ;  and  on  conviction,  if  an  ofiBcer,  he  shall  be  cashiered  and  put  into  the  ruiks 
as  a  private ;  and  if  a  non-commissioned  officer  or  private,  he  shall  suffer  such 
pnnidmaent  not  inconsistent  with  military  law  as  the  court  may  direct. 

The  undersigned  can  be  addressed  at  Brooksville,  Mobile  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  Noxubee  County,  Miss. 

JNO.-J,  MCRAE, 
Q.  D.  MOORE, 

Commissioners. 


CONFICDIERATB  STATES  OF  AUBBICA,  WaR  DePABTHENT, 

Bichmondy  Fo.,  April  1864. 

Lieut.  Gen.  L.  Polk, 

Commanding,  Demopolis,  Ala,: 

General  :  The  Bureau  of  Subsistence  has  a  confidential  contract 
with  Mr.  William  J.  Stoddard,  of  Alabama,  for  getting  meat  from  the 
north  side  of  the  Tennessee  River  into  our  lines.  Mr.  Stoddard  writes 
that  he  has  already  a  permit  for  20,000  pounds  of  bacon,  and  says  his 
agent  thinks  he  can  obtain  a  Isi^  amount  provided  he  (Stoddard) 
can  protect  a  steam-boat  to  bring  it  up  the  Tennessee  River,  but  that 
he  has  no  authority  to  protect  his  boat.  Mr.  Stoddard  will  be 
instructed  to  see  you  and  liay  his  contract  before  you.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  recommend  protection  to  a  boat  on  the  Tennessee  unless 
laden  with  a  much  larger  amount  of  subsistence  or  other  stores  for 
the  Government  or  without  ample  assurance  of  the  loyalty  of  the  cap- 
tain and  parties  controlling  it.  You  will,  however,  be  better  prepared 
to  judge  whether  any  and  what  protection  should  be  allowed,  atad  the 
matter  is  submitted  with  confidence  to  your  discretion  and  snp^or 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances. 
■  Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  April  2^  186^. 

Pbier  Hamilton,  Esq., 

Momle,  Ala.: 

There  will  be  no  objection  to  your  detail  of  any  person  to  assist  yon 
in  the  jwrformance  of  the  duties  of  commissioner  under  Orders 
No.  31  who  may  not  be  liable  to  service  in  the  iield.  An  exempt 
from  disability  or  other  cause  may  be  detailed,  but  the  Department 
desires  that  the  details  shall  not  exceed  the  exact  necessity  for  serv- 
ice. Several  cases  of  hardship  and  injustice  arising  from  arrests  in 
the  Department  of  Alabama  have  been  reported  to  this  Department, 
and  lately  a  Mrs.  Knox  was  sent  to  Richmond  without  any  charges 
being  sent  or  cause  assigned  for  such  a  proceeding.  The  Department 
expects  of  yon  to  examine  all  such  pei^ons  and  that  your  direction 
to  discharge  a  person  under  arrest  shall  be  sufficient.  If  there  be  a 
reasonable  cause  for  arrest  or  detention  yon  will  perform  what  is 
required  by  Orders  No.  31. 

There  is  not  the  slightest  disposition  upon  the  part  of  this  Depart- 
ment to  use  the  power  conferrc^I  by  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  arrest 
of  parties  except  to  maintain  the  efficient  execution  of  the  acts  of 
Congress  for  the  oi^anization  of  the  Army  and  to  protect  the  country 
from  the  invidious  operations  of  the  enemy.  It  desires  that  a  candid 
investigation  slu^  take  place  in  all  eases,  and  that  justice  be  awarded 
to  all  persons  chained  with  offense  in  any  form.  It  desires  that  the 
administration  under  this  law  shall  be  such  as  to  vindicate  those  who 
made  it  under  the  extraordinary  circumstances  of  the  time  for  having 
intrusted  the  powers  it  confers  with  this  Department. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL 
AsaisUtnt  Secretm^  of  War. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Eichnumd,  Fa.,  April  2,  IS64. 

Hon.  Thomas  Bragg, 

Baleigh,  N.  C: 

Tour  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  has  been  received.  It  is  not  sup- 
posed any  commission  is  necessary  to  enable  you  to  perform  the  duties 
imposed  upon  yon  under  the  letter  of  appointment  already  in  your 
possession. 

The  Department  has  not  issued  any  instructions  other  than  those 
contained  in  General  Orders,  No.  31,  of  the  10th  of  March,  ultimo. 
It  desires  that  as  little  obstruction  be  made  to  the  operations  of  the 
civil  tribunals  as  is  compatible  with  the  execution  of  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress relative  to  the  organization  of  the  Army.  When  a  case  is  pre- 
sented in  which  there  is  a  reasonable  claim  for  relief  from  the  service 
under  the  law,  and  when  there  is  a  bona  fide  effort  to  test  the  validity 
of  the  claim,  the  Department  has  no  desire  to  prevent  the  litigation 
of  such  a  claim.  Its  object  is  to  employ  the  power  given  by  the  act 
to  prevent  those  who  desire  to  evade  the  service  from  availing  them- 
selves of  the  crude  opinions  and  injurious  efforts  of  some  judges  who 
seem  to  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  by  diminishing  the  Army 
and  obstructing  the  authority  of  Congress  they  are  performing  a  pub- 
Uc  duty.    The  Department  desires  that  all  cases  in  which  persons 
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have  been  or  nu^  be  arrested  shall  be  examined  nnder  your  direo- 
tions,  and  that  none  shall  be  retained  in  custody  against  whom  there 

is  not  a  valid  canse  for  arrest  and  detention.  That  in  the  cases  in 
which  the  courts  can  render  adequate  security  the  parties  chai^d 
shall  be  placed  at  their  disposition  and  control,  and  tiiat  no  person 
shall  be  retained  in  the  military  custody  whose  conduct  has  not  fairly 
warranted  such  a  detention.  These  cases  are  comparatively  few,  and 
when  they  are  discovered  a  report  should  be  made  of  the  facts  and 
the  evidence  to  the  Department  as  is  provided  for  by  General  Orders, 
Ko.  31. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

^creiary  of  War, 


[APBiii  2,  1864. — For  Magroder  to  Hurrah,  in  regard  to  organizing 
Texas  State  troops  and  the  enforcement  of  the  conscript  law,  see 
Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIV,  Part  HI,  p.  739.] 


[April  2,  1864. — ^For  Magmder  to  Nichols,  in  regard  to  the  failure 
of  the  Governor  of  Texas  to  organize  the  State  troops  or  to  exeente 
the  conscript  law,  see  Series  I,  VoL  ZXXIV,  Part  ni,  p.  726.] 


Spbcial  Okders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Opbick, 
.  No.  79.        J  Richmond,  AprU  4, 

««*•**  * 

XXXm.  Col.  Robert  H.  Chilton,  senior  assistant  adjutant-general 
of  the  Army,  Is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Bnrean  of  the  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  GenerfU's  Department,  and  wiU  be  charged  with  the 
superintendence  of  the  inspecting  branch  of  that  depaitaienl  This 
assignment  to  take  effect  from  the  1st  instant. 

****«•• 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
As^iavd  AdjtUcmi'General. 


Headquarters, 
Lynchburg,  April  ^  186j^ 

General  S.  Coopbb, 

Ad^idami  and  Inspector  Qenercd,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Genebal:  There  is  an  impression  generally  entertained  that  the 
Honorable  Secretary  of  War  has  decided  that  officers  of  the  second- 
class  militia  organizations  who  may  be  between  eighteen  and  forty- 
five  years  of  age  are  not  to  be  interfered  with,  but  are  to  be  iwrmitted 
to  remain  at  home  as  militia  officers,  and  that  it  is  only  intended  that 
the  privates  between  these  ages  shall  be  sent  off.  In  a  letter  to  me, 
nnder  date  of  February  10,  1864,  Governor  Smith,  through  his  aide- 
de-camp.  Colonel  French,  wrote  me  as  follows: 

Neither  offlcera  nor  men  of  the  second-class  militia,  nor  of  the  home  enards,  if  not 
otherwise  relieved,  are  exempted  from  conscription  by  reason  of  bemg  attached 
to  such  organizationB.  If  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-fiTe,  th^  come 
nnder  the  provisions  of  the  conscript  law,  onless  exfflupted  in  acoordamoe  wilii 
the  proTisums  of  the  same. 
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I  would  be  exceedingly  suxprised,  after  this,  to  see  these  officers 
exempted.  In  the  second-class  militda  of  Lynchburg  a  large  nnmber 
of  the  officers  are  young  men.  The  conduct  of  this  oiganization  in 
responding  to  my  calls  npon  them  does  not  entitle  its  officers  to  favor. 
My  dispatches  will  show  that  on  the  last  occasions  when  I  called 
npon  Uiem,  the  battalion  absolutely  declined  going.  Indivldnal 
officers  and  men  would  have  done  their  duty,  but  in  such  small  num- 
bers as  not  to  warrant  any  organization.  I  question  whether  these 
gentlemen  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  of  age  had  any  right 
in  the  second-class  militia  in  the  first  instance,  either  as  officers 
or  men. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  battalion  f^led  to 
go  to  the  assistance  of  neighboring  counties  when  they  were  ind«iger 
of  raids,  because  the  Governor,  it  was  supposed,  oonld  not  force  them 
and  had  not  ordered  them  to  go.  The  undersigned  on  these  occasions 
had  called  on  them  to  go  and  nad  informed  them  of  the  occasion  of 
the  call.  I  would  state  that  in  August,  on  my  first  call,  about  250 
responded;  on  my  second  call  about  100  went,  but  on  my  last  calls 
(which  have  been  several  in  number)  they  have  utterly  declined,  as  I 
have  stated. 

Z  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  T.  NICHOLLS, 
Brigadier^OeTterdly  Commanding. 

HXADQUABUGBS  DEPABnOENT  OF  RICHMOND, 

April  6, 1864. 

RespeotfoUy  forwarded. 

ARNOLD  ELZET, 
  Mc0or-OenerdL 

ADJITTANT  and  INSFBCTOB  GBNEBAIi'S  Ofbicb, 

AprU  BO,  1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

It  is  presumed  the  officers  of  the  second-class  militia  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  are  not  exempt  from  cons(»ription. 
The  law  evidently  makes  no  distinotion  in  their  favor. 

By  order: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 

Mqjorand  Assistant  AcdfuUmt'&eneriiL 

[TUrd  IndcraeaMat.] 

April  23,  1864. 

Adjutant-Genbral  : 

The  Secretary  of  War  allows  the  Governor  to  certi^  the  officera 
where  exemption  is  proper  for  tiie  administration  of  the  State.  They 
are  not  exempt  otherwise. 

By  order:  J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Aaaiskmi  Secretary  of  War, 


Confedbratb  Stazbs  of  Amebica,  ExECnnyE  Dept., 

Sichrnond,  Va.,  April  5,  1864. 

Col.  WniUAM  M.  Browne, 

Aide-de-Camp  to  the  President^  Riclvmondy  Va.: 
Colonel:  Ton  are  hereby  assigned  temporarily  to  the  duty  of 
superintending  and  directing  the  conscript  service  in  the  State  of 
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Georgia,  and  to  this  end,  after  full  conference  with  the  suiwrintend- 
ent  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscription,  you  will  proceed  without  unneces- 
sary delay  to  such  point  or  points  in  that  State  as  you  may  deem  nec- 
essary for  the  proper  performance  of  this  duty.  The  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General  will  issue  the  necessary  orders. 
Very  respectfully  and  trntyf  yonrs, 

JEFF'N  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  April  5, 1864. 

General  S.  COOPEK, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 
General.:  In  a  conversation  yesterday  with  the  President  he  ex- 
pressed his  regret  that  the  compulsory  organization  of  the  reserve 
forces  was  not  in  process,  the  1st  of  April  being  the  latest  day  he  was 
willing  to  allow  for  volunteering.  He  wished  me  to  see  the  necessary 
orders  were  issued.  As  this  is  a  matter  on  which  the  Honorable  Sec- 
retaiy  of  War  has  probably  acted  heretofore,  I  simply  brmg  to  your 
notice  the  President's  emphatic  expression  and  wishes. 

Tours,  very  trufy, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 

[IiiiUmetiMot.1 

I  saw  the  Secretary  on  receipt  of  this  letter  and  invited  his  atten- 
tion to  General  Orders,  No.  33,  of  this  year.  I  suggested  his  sending 
for  the  chief  of  Bureau  of  Conscription  In  order  to  impress  on  him 
vigorous  and  immediate  action,  which  I  have  reason  to  believe  he  has 
done.  On  referring  to  the  act  above  referred  to,  the  Secretary  was  of 
the  impression  that  the  thirty  days  when  volunteering  would  oease 
would  be  the  15th  of  April,  which  is  thirty  days  after  the  publication 
of  the  order. 

S.  C. 


CiECULAE  )  Confederate  States  of  America, 

[■  War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

No.  14.    )  Richmond,  Va.,  April  5,  1864, 

I.  Circular  No.  13,  current  series,  is  hereby  revoked. 

n.  Commandants  will  retain  out  of  the  reserve  classes  a  sufficient 
number  to  compose  their  camp  guard  and  supporting  force,  and  pro- 
ceed as  rapidly  as  possible  to  organize  into  companies  persons  of  the 
said  reserve  class  already  enrolled. 

ni.  Commandants  will  instantly  designate  proper  rendezvous  and 
order  all  persons  of  the  reserve  classes  to  report  at  such  rendezvous 
on  the  16th  day  of  April,  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  company 
officers  and  being  organized  into  companies. 

IV.  The  instant  organization  of  these  classes  is  deemed  of  the  high- 
est importance,  and  all  such  persons  as  do  not  appear  at  the  rendez- 
vous on  the  day  appointed  must  be  enrolled  and  assigned  at  the 
discretion  of  the  commandants.  Unless  otherwise  instructed,  com- 
mandants will  forward  the  muster-rolls  direct  to  this  Bureau. 

By  order  of  OoL  John  S.  Preston,  superintendent: 

0.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
Assistant  A^utcoii-OenercU. 
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[Apbil  5,  1864.— For  Magrader  to  Marrahj  in  regard  to  organizing 
Texas  State  troops  and  the  enforcement  of  the  conscript  law,  see 
Series  I,  VoL  XXXTV,  Fart  III,  p.  735.] 


GbnekaIj  Osdebs,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  41.  -        )  Richmond,  April  6,  1864. 

I.  The  following  schedules  of  prices  for  articles  named  therein, 
adopted  by  oommissioners  appointed  pnrsuant  to  law,  for  the  State  of 
Virginia,  are  announced  for  the  information  of  all  concerned ;  and 
the  specdal  attention  of  officers  and  agents  of  the  Government  is 
directed  thereto: 

BiCHKOin),  March  Sl^  ISS4. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon  : 

Sib  :  In  reriewine  the  schedules  of  prices  for  April  we  invited  the  co-operation 
and  aid  of  Mr.  Wuliam.  B.  Harriaon,  and  it  is  pnst  to  add  that  the  Bchednlee 
receiTed  the  nnanimons  approTal  ot  the  corniniBwfonerB. 

We  respectfully  offer  l£e  accompanying  schedules,  A  and  B,  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  prices  are  to  remain  for  the  month  of  April,  nnless  in  the  inter- 
val it  should  be  deemed  necessary  to  modify  them. 

The  foUowinK  prices  are  to  be  the  maximum  rates  to  be  paid  for  th«  articles 
impressed,  in  all  cities  and  in  usual  places  of  sale,  and  when  impressed  on  the 
farms  or  eOsewhere  the  same  prices  are  to  be  paid. 

Under  existing  circnmstancee  we  have  deemed  it  not  only  just,  but  most  likely 
to  tttvox  increased  production,  that  producers  in  future  should  not  be  required  to 
transport  their  snxplus  productions  when  impressed,  but  that  the  agents  of  the 
Govenmient  dionla  employ  or  impress  the  neighborhood  or  county  wagons  and 
teams  to  haul  aU  such  articles,  and  so  diride  the  work  between  the  owners  of 
wagons  and  teams  as  to  be  least  prejudicial  to  those  successfnlly  engaged  in 
agnooltore. 

SCHSDCLB  A. 


Artlolm. 


Wlwkt  

Flour  

....do  

....do  

 do  

Corn  

UnaheUed  oorn .... 

Oorn-meal  

Bye  

Cleued  oato..  

WbMt  brmn  

Sboru  

Brown  stuff.  

Sblpstnff.  

Baoon  

Salt  pork  

Frwn  pork  

l^ri  

Horaea  ksd  mnloa  . 

Wool  

 do  

Peas  

Beana  

Potatoes  

 do  

Onions  

Dried  peacbes  

 do  

Dried  applea  

Hajr,  baled   

 do  


3>   Bay,  un  baled 

I 


Qnalftr. 


Frbne. 
Good  ., 

 do , 

....do. 
...  do. 
FriiDO . 
do 


Good 

Prime  

 do  

Good  

....do  

....do  

 do  

....do  

 do  

Fat  and  good  . 

Good  

First  Glass  

FairoF  merino 

....do  

Good  

...  do  

....do  

....do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do 


■do 


Daaerlptlni. 


Wblto  or  rod  ... 

Fine  

Superfine  

Extra  saperflne. 

FamUj  

White  or  yellow 
....do . 


Hayronnd- 


ArtillerT,  A«  . 

Washed  

Unwashed-... 


Irish.. 
Sweet. 


Peeled  

Unpeeled  

Peeled  

Tlmotby  or  elover  . . 
Urobara   or  herd 

grass. 
....do  ... 


Qnantity. 


Per  boahel  of  N  ponnda. 
Per  barrel  of  IM  pounds. 

 do  

do. 


.do. 


Per  boebel  of  H  pounds, 
.do 


Per  bnsbel  of  &0  pounds. 
Per  busbel  of  56  ponuds, 
Per  bnshel  of  82  pounds. 
Per  bushel  of  17  pounds. 
Per  bushel  of  23  pounds. 
Per  bushel  of  28  poonda. 
Per  bushel  of  87  pounds 
Per^ond  

Per  pound,  net  weight . . 

Per  pound  

Average  prico  p«  head  . 

Per^und  


Per  bushel 
do  


.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do  

Pec  100  ponnda . 

 do  


.do. 


Prioe. 


«5.00 
22.00 
25.00 
29.50 
28.00 
4.00 
S.ft5 
4.20 
3.20 
2.50 
.50 
.70 
.00 
L40 
8.00 

2.eo 

2.25 

a.  00 

600.00 
3.00 
2.00 
4.00 
4.00 
4.00 
5.00 
5.00 
8.00 
4.50 
5.00 
3.00 
3.00 

8.00 
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OORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. 
ScHKDULK  A— Contdnued. 


ShMtfoato,  baled  

SheftfoAtiLimbftled.... 
BUdeMder.balod.... 
Blade  fodder,  unlwleit . 

Sbaoks,  baled  

Sbnoks,  nnbaled  

WhMtakaw,  baled  ... 
Wbeatatmr,  ubaled. 
Paetofaca  

....doTr.  

....do  

....do  

....do  

 do  

Salt  

Soap  

Candlaa  ^  

Tlnecar  

vnS^  


u 

moa  

Ccffoe  

Tea  

Tlnegar  

Flginm  

,....do  

.....do  

Btoom  fnm  

Snltb'a  iroB  

BallroadlroD  

Leatber  

 do   

....do  

Beefcattle  

 do  

 do  

Salt  beef.  

Sheep  

Army  woolon  dotb,  9-4 
jard. 

ArmT  voolen  cloth  

Amy  woolen  cloth,  8-t 
yard. 

Army  woolen  clotJi.... 

Flannela,  3-4  

Cotton  shirting,  3-1 ... . 

Cotton  ahlrtlng,  7-8  do 

Cotton  sheetlngB,  4-4   do 

Cotton,  Oaoaborg,  M...'  do 

Cotton,  Oanabnrg,  7-8. . .  i  do 

Cotton  tent  olotha  do 


Good  

.....do.... 
..-do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 

 do.... 

....do.... 
Bnpcrior.. 
First  rate. 

Oood  

Snperlor.. 
First  rata. 

Oood  

.....do.... 
....do.... 
.....do.... 

 do.... 

.....do.... 
....do.-.. 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
.....do.... 
.....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
Snperlor . . 
First  rate. 

Oood  

Fair  

Oood  


Oood  . 
do 

do. 


Army  shoes  

Shoe  thread  

Woolsooks,  men's. 

Comtop  fodder,  hated...'  do 

Comtop  fodder,  im  baled  do 

Wheat  ohafi;  baled  do 

Wheat  chaO;  onbaled  do 

Sorshnm  molasaes . . . 
Poslnraf^  for  abeep . 

— do  

....do  


 ao.... 

 do.... 

Snperlor.. 
Fizatrate. 


DestvlpCloD. 


Interior  

 do  

 do  

Kearottlea  

 do  

 do  


Tallow  

Cider  

Trade  

Brown....... I 


Bio  

Trade  

Mannfsotared . 
Ko.  1  Quality .. 
lTo.3qaallly ., 
Ho.lqaalItr- 


fionnd  plataand  bar 


Hamesa  

Sde  

Upper  

Oroos  wei^t. 

 do  

...do  


10  ouaeaa  par  yaiA. . 
SD  oonoea  per  ^wd. . 


6  oonoea  per  yard . . . 
44  yards  to  ponnd . . . 
8{  yards  to  ponnd .. . 

3  yards  to  ponnd  

6  oonoea  per  yard  . . 
8  onnoes  per  yard... 
10  oonoea  per  yud.. 


Per  100  ponada . 

.do.......... 

do  


.do. 

.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Per  bead  par  aaonth  

 do  , 

 do  

 do  

do 


.do. 


Per  bnabel  of  H  ponnda. 

Per  j^and  , 


ParpooBd. 
ParcaUoB. 
Peri^ 


Per 
Per 


.do. 


.do. 


..do. 
..do. 
..do. 


Par 


.do. 


.do. 


ParlOOpoanda. 

 do  

do. 


yet^r^^Mwind. 
Peryaidl"!!!! 


Par  yard. 


Per 


....do. 
....do. 

....do  

....do  

....do  


Per  pair  

Ferponad  

Per  pair  

Per  100  pooBda. 


Interior 

.....do.. 
 do.. 


.do. 


.do. 


Per  gallm. 
PerBe*d.. 


.do. 


.do. 


Piiee. 


04.40 

S.SB 
S.90 
S.OD 
S.O0 
LTD 
«.» 
L3« 
S.« 
i.W 

fi.n 

0.W 
S.OI 
7.« 
Sl«0 
LOO 
S.00 
101 

uoo 

S.OD 
SSlOO 
.M 
1.01 
1.00 
.BO 
ISO.  00 

moo 
moo 
noLoo 

OSOlOO 

moo 

0.00 
1.00 
4.10 

OOlOO 

lK.n 

«8lN 
L50 

10.00 
LOO 

<£. 

LU 
LH 
L75 
LH 
LM 
t.» 

(0) 

ISlOO 
1.00 
LS 
2.40 

Lse 

1.40 
LOO 

sa.(o 

.» 
.so 

.01 


a  Pro  rata  as  to  greater  or  leu  width  or  weight. 

b  On  the  above  enomerated  oottoQ  cloths,  pro  rata  as  to  greater  or  leas  width  or  weight. 

In  asaessiiuc  the  average  ralne  of  first-clan  artlUwy  and  wagon  horsee  and 
mules  at  $500,  we  designed  that  the  term  shonld  be  accepted  and  acted  npon 
according  to  its  obvions  common-eense  impOTt.  In  other  words,  that  they  aboald 
be  selected  and  then  impresBed  accordingly^  as  their  worUng  qnalitieB  and 
adaptation  to  army  service,  together  with  their  intrinsic  valne,  womd  warrant  a 
jndicions  nnrchaser  in  considering  them  as  coming  within  the  oontranplatian  ol 
the  commissioners  when  they  assessed  the  average  valne  of  sach  horses  as  the 
Government  needed  at  $S00.  Bnt  cases  might  anse,  however,  when  tJie  pablio 
ezigencieB  would  be  so  urgent  as  to  demand  that  all  horsea  at  hand  aboold  be 
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impressed.  Yet  tinder  ordinary  circmnstances,  when  fondly  or  eztra-Uooded 
horaes  or  brood  mares  of  admitted  high  valne  are  impressed,  we  respectfolly 
8^ge9t  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have InstmctionB  forwarded  to  the  impressing 
om^rs  to  propose  and  allow  the  owners  to  substitute  in  their  stead  such  strong, 
sonnd,  and  serviceable  horses  or  mnlee  as  shall  be  considered  and  rained  by 
competent  and  didnterasted  parties  as  &Bt<$lass  artlltery  horses  or  first-claas 
wagon  mnles. 

The  term '  *  arerage  Tahie  per  head  "  is  in  contradistinction  to  a  fixed  and  nnif  orm 
price  for  each  hon»  or  mnle.  We  supposed  that  in  impressing  a  number  of  horses 
or  mnlee,  whether  owned  by  several  nersons  or  one  individual,  that  some  might 
be  estimated  at  $300  and  others  at  oiflferent  advanced  rates,  according  to  their 
worth,  np  as  high  as  $700— thus  making  an  average  valne  or  price  for  a  number 
of  good,  sound,  and  efficient  horses  or  mules  $500  each. 

bi  illustration  of  our  views,  we  will  add,  that  a  horse  with  only  one  eye  sound 
mi^t,  in  all  other  respects,  be  classed  as  a  first-dass  artillery  horse,  yet  the  loss 
of  one  eye  would  justly  and  considerably  curtail  his  value.  So  a  horse  from  ten 
to  cd^iteea  years  of  age  might  be  deemed  in  all  other  particulars  as  a  first-class 
artilwry  hone,  but  of  course,  however  efficient  or  able  to  render  good  service  for 
ft  year  or  so,  yet  his  advanced  age  would  justly  and  materially  impair  his  value. 
Any  horse,  however  he  may  approximate  the  standard  of  a  firstKilass  artillery 
horse,  must,  according  to  deficiencies,  fall  below  the  maximum  price ;  and  as  few 
comparatively  come  up  to  the  standard,  and  therefore  are  entitled  to  the  maxi- 
mum price,  so  of  course  in  all  other  instances  the  price  shonld  be  proportionately 
reduced,  aa  imperfectifnis  place  them  below  the  standard  of  first  tuass,  Ao. 

Schedule  B. — Hire  of  labor,  teams,  toagons,  and  drivers. 


QnaaUtgr  •bA  ttaw. 


Price. 


Baiting  loDK  fongce  

Shelling uid  bagging  ooru;  sacks ftarntshfld  by  GoTarnmeDt .... 

HaaliDg  

Haolfite  nain  

Blreoi  iHwne  Uam,  iragtm,  and  drlTsr;  rations  furnlshod  by 
omier. 

Hire  of  same ;  rations  ftunlahod  by  tbe  Government  

Hire  of  4-lione  team,  vagon,  and  diirar;  ratjons  hiTDlshed  by 
owner. 

Hire  of  same;  rations  ftirnished  by  tbe  Goremment  

Hire  of  S-horse  team,  wagon,  and  driTer;  rations  furnished  by 
owner. 

Htroof  same;  rationa  fDmlsbed  by  the  Oovemmeiii.  

Hire  of  laborer;  rations  famlsbed  by  owner  

Bire  of  same ;  rations  famished  by  tbe  GoTsmment  

Hire  of  sanw ;  rations  and  olothtng  furnished  by  owner  

Hin  of  same ;  rationa  furnished  by  the  GoTeminent  

Hire  of  t«ainsters :  rations  famished  by  OoTeranient  

Hire  of  laborer;  clothing  and  rationa  famished  by  Qovemment . 

Hin  of  sMne;  clothing  and  rations  fnmlsbed  by  owner  

Htreof  sMttOi  ntloDs only  fhraished by <}oTflnimflut  

Hire  of  ox  carta,  teani,  and  driver;  rntioni*  famished  by  owner . 
Hire  of  aame;  rations  ftinilahed  by  tbe  Uaverament  


Per  100  ponnds  

Per  68  pounds  

Per  owt.  per  mile... 
Per  bushel  per  mile. 
Per  day  


....do  

....do  


.do. 
.do. 


 do  

 do  

 do  

Per  moDtfa  

 do....  

 do  

Per  joar  

Per  day  

 Sr.  


«0.90 
.06 
.08 
.04 

10.00 

5.00 
13.00 

«.» 
18.00 

S.00 

2.50 
1.50 
60.00 
30,00 
40.00 
300.00 
550.00 
400.  UO 
10.00 
5.00 


Upon  further  consideration  we  have  concluded  to  valne  sheaf  oats,  hay,  and 
blaoB  fodder  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains,  when  baled,  at  $5.40  per  100 
pounds,  and  unbaled  at  $4.00  per  100  pounds,  and  shucks  baled  at  $3.90  per  100 
pounds,  and  $8  nnbaled. 

BKTISKnf  or  THS  SOHSmTLX  OF  FSBBUABY  AXD  MARCH  LAST. 

Since  the  adoption  of  our  last  schedules  for  the  months  of  February  and  March 
the  financial  bills  passed  by  Congress,  taxing  the  currency,  have  seriously  impaired 
the  valne  of  the  old  issaee  of  G(mfederate  Treasury  notes.  At  this  juncture  large 
nomberB  of  horses  and  nrales  were  impressed  and  paid  for  in  a  currency  whloh 
was  in  a  few  days  thereafter  to  be  taxed  83^  per  cent. 

The  Board  of  State  Commissioners  having  adjourned,  and  one  of  its  members 
being  out  of  the  State,  it  could  not  be  convened  in  time  to  review  our  schedules 
of  prices.  Under  this  state  of  facts  we  have  re-examined  and  rearranged  our 
tariff  of  prices,  so  far  as  we  have  been  advised  of  recent  impressments,  proposing, 
in  this  mode,  to  remedy  any  diminution  of  valuation  which  may  have  resulted 
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from  the  action  of  CJongress  upon  the  cnrrenc^.  Therefore  we  assess  the  averaffe 
valne  of  artillery  or  wagon  horses  or  mules,  impressed  since  the  passage  of  the 
currency  bill  of  the  17th  of  February  last,  at  $601).  This  award  wul  entitle  each 
person  to  receive  higher  compensation  accordingly  as  each  horse  or  mole  recently 
impressed  may  be  considered  as  being  a  first,  second,  or  third  class  artillery  or 
wagon  horse  or  mule,  whether  the  parties  appeal  to  our  Board  or  not ;  and  the 
impressing  agents  and  officers  should  forthwith  call  on  all  of  those  persons  of 
whom  they  impressed  horses  or  mules  and  propose  a  settlement  upon  the  fore- 
going basis,  but  allowing  to  each  person  only  such  prices  as  first,  second,  and 
third  class  artillery  or  wagon  horses  or  mules  may  be  estimated  at,  assuming  our 
average  appraisement  of  $600  as  a  fair  medium  valaation.  This,  then,  would 
allow  a  maximum  price  of  $800,  and  a  minimom  price  of  $400,  making  $600  the 
average  price— thns  allowing  more  for  first-class  horses  or  mules  and  proportion- 
ately less  for  the  inferior,  as  they  may  fall  below  the  grade  of  first  class.  Pay- 
ment of  whatever  amount  may  be  awarded  to  be  made  in  the  old  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  as  circulated  before  the  1st  of  April,  or  else  in  the  new  issue,  but 
with  a  aeAncUoa  in  such  cases  of  88^  per  cent,  n-om  the  additional  sum  allowed 
in  each  case. 

E.  W.  HUBABD, 
ROBERT  aiBBONEY, 
WM.  B.  HARRISON, 
Commiastonera  for  Virginia. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
AdjutaTii  and  Inspector  Oeneral. 

AU  appeals  and  communications  for  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
should  bo  addressed  to  I).  S.  Chilton,  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  the  State  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Va. 


Special  Orders,  |        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  81.         S  AprU  6,  1864. 

VIII.  Col.  William  M.  Browne,  aide-de-camp,  is  temporarily 
assigneil  to  the  duty  of  superintending  and  directing  the  conscript 
service  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  to  this  end,  after  full  conference 
with  the  superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscription,  will  proceed 
without  unnecessary  delay  to  such  point  or  points  in  that  State  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary  for  the  proper  performance  of  this  duty. 
*««*«** 

By  eomuiaud  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS. 
AssisiaiU  Adjuiant-Oeneral, 


Raleigh,  April  6,  J864. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  Tour  letter  of  ^e  6th  [2d]  instant  was  received  this  momin;;. 
I  infer  from  it  that  I  am  to  examine  into  cases  in  which  parties  arc 
held  for  military  service,  and  who  claim  not  to  be  liable  under  the 

law.  For  instance:  A  man  claims  to  be  over  forty-five  years  of  age 
has  been  sent  to  camp  here  as  a  conscript,  and  claims  that  he  is  only 
liable  to  be  enrolled  for  home  defense,  being  between  forty-five  and 
fifty  years  of  age.  Again :  A  foreigner  has  been  sent  to  Camp  Holmes 
as  a  conscript.    He  claims  never  to  have  obtained  a  domicile  here>, 
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and  that  he  is  not  liable  to  military  duty  of  any  kind  under  the  law. 
Am  I  to  investigate  and  decide  such  cases?  The  two  named  have 
occurred  here.  If  I  am  to  investigate  cases  of  the  kind,  must  I  delay 
doing  so  until  they  are  reported  to  me  by  the  department  commander 
in  accordance  with  General  Orders,  No,  31,  March  10, 1864?  Would  it 
not  be  more  convenient  and  save  time  by  requiring  such  cases  to  he 
reported  to  me  by  the  commander  of  conscripts  ?  The  commander 
of  conscripts  showed  me  a  letter  to  the  Conscript  Bureau  desiring  to 
be  informed  whether  he  was  to  arrest  the  harborers  of  deserters,  and 
also  the  answer  from  the  Bureau.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  no 
authority  of  the  kind  could  be  given  to  him,  and  if  made,  it  must  be 
at  his  peril,  and  must  be  reported  through  the  Bureau  to  the  general 
commanding  the  department.  Nothing,  perhaps,  tends  so  much  to 
the  encouragement  of  deserters  from  the  Army  as  this  harboring  and 
concealing  of  deserters  when  at  home,  and  unless  such  persons  in  the 
interior  of  the  State  are  arrested  by  subordinate  officers  with  their 
guards,  who  go  in  pursuit  of  deserters,  the  mischief  is  likely  to  con- 
tinue. The  power  is  a  very  delicate  one,  and  I  fully  appreciate  what 
is  said  in  your  letter  as  to  the  arrest  and  detention  of  persons  under 
the  late  act  of  Congress.  A  few  examples,  however,  would  have  a 
salutary  efifect.  I  think  the  parties,  where  there  is  probable  cause, 
should  be  bound  over  to  the  superior  courts  of  their  counties  to 
answer  to  the  court  for  the  offense,  which  is  now  indictable  under  a 
late  act  of  Assembly.  If  examined  by  a  commissioner  they  might  be 
required  to  enter  into  recognizance  before  a  magistrate  or  judge  for 
their  appearuice  before  wey  are  discharged  from  custody  by  the 
military  officer. 

Excuse  these  inqniries  and  suggestions,  as  I  know  you  are  occupied 
incessantly  with  matters  of  more  importance. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THS.  BRAGG. 


Circular  J  Confederate  States  of  America, 

V   War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 
No.  15.    )  Richmond,  Fa.,  AprU  7,  2864. 

In  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  comman- 
dants of  conscripts  will  grant  details  until  the  1st  day  of  June,  18G4, 
to  all  persons  liable  to  conscription  on  the  10th  day  of  April  instant 
who  are  certified  by  the  Commissary-General  to  be  in  the  service  of 
his  department  on  the  said  10th  of  April  and  as  necessary  thereto. 
By  order  of  Col.  John  S.  Preston,  superiutendent: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
AssistarU  AdjutanUQeneral. 


Montgomery,  April  7,  2S64. 
His  Excellency  President  Jefferson  Davis, 

Bichinondt  Va.: 

The  act  of  last  Congress  to  oivuiize  forces  to  serve  during  the  war 
requires  enrollment  of  persons  between  seventeen  and  eighteen  and 
between  forty-five  and  fifty  at  such  times  and  places  and  under  such 
regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  President.  Orders  No.  33,  from 
Adjutant-Greneral  Cooper,  issued  March  15,  and  received  by  Lieut.  Col. 
H.  C.  Lockhart  on  the  29th,  prescribes  thirty  days'  notice  from  publi- 
cation of  order  in  county  or  district  by  enrolling  officer.  Colonel 
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Lockhart  issued  his  order  on  the  30th  of  March.  Telegram  from 
Colonel  Preston  of  the  5th  instant  orders  rendezvous  on  the  16th  of 
April,  stating  that  War  Department  coostmes  Order  No.  33  to  mean 
notice  to  commence  from  day  of  its  publication.  The  construction 
placed  on  it  is  absard.  This  order  is  inconsistent  with  law  and  with 
order  from  Adjutant-General.  The  order  cannot  be  enforced.  It  is 
impossible  to  comply  with  it.  The  attempt  will  only  do  harm — no 
j^ood.    Let  me  hear  from  you. 

T.  H.  WATTS, 
Oovemor  of  Alabama. 

[First  iBdotaenMnt.] 

Secretary  of  War  for  remarks. 

J.  D. 

[Seoond  IndoiMnMnt.] 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  President. 

Governor  Watts  has  misunderstood  or  been  misinformed  as  to  the 

construction  of  the  Department.  I  have  considered  that  companies 
may  be  at  once  formed  of  all  men  who  have  been  enrolled  under  the 
General  Orders,  No.  33;  and  that  to  hasten  enrollment  reserves  may 
be  appointed  at  any  time  within  the  thirty  days  allowed  by  law,  but 
that  the  privilege  of  entering  the  reserve  organizations  will  only  be 
lost  by  failure  to  enroll  for  thirty  days  after  the  publication  of  the 
order  in  each  district. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 

AprU  7,  1864, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  E.  Brown, 

Governor  of  Georgia: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  inclosing  a  reso- 
lution of  the  General  Assembly  of  Georgia  recommending  that  no 
obstacle  be  Interposed  to  the  conscription  under  recent  laws  of  the 
Confederate  Congress  of  such  persons  as  have  been  enrolled  under 
the  State  laws,  and  desiring  that  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  Con- 
federate States  be  requested  to  exonerate  from  any  penalties  imposed 
by  the  Confederate  law  on  such  persons  so  enrolled  as  had  failed  to 
comp^  with  the  called-for  enrollment  under  the  Confederate  law 
within  a  specified  time. 

While  I  will  not  di^uise  the  feelings  that  even  greater  satisfaction 
would  have  been  experienced  from  the  cordial  approval  by  your  Gren- 
eral  Assembly  of  the  wisdom  of  the  Confederate  law,  yet  it  is  gratify- 
ing to  have  the  evidence  afforded  by  the  resolution  of  the  Assembly 
of  the  spirit  of  harmonious  co-operation  and  patriotic  zeal  that  ani- 
mated their  deliberations.  I  take  pleasure  in  responding  to  their 
request,  that  on  reference  to  the  Conscript  Bureau,  which  is  charged 
with  execution  of  the  Confederal*  law,  I  am  informed  that  no  meas- 
ures have  been  taken  which  as  yet  have  imposed  penalties  on  those 
enrolled  under  the  late  law,  and  that  opportunity  has  been  and  will 
be  afforded  all  such  to  report  themselves  or  volunteer  before  they  will 
be  subjected  to  the  proscribing  penalties.  I  should  add  the  additional 
pleasure  I  have  found  in  the  assurance  that  your  OMm  original  objec- 
tions to  the  Confederate  law  will  be  relinquished  in  deference  to  the 
decision  of  your  Assembly,  and  my  hope  that  a  spirit  of  wise  conoiUa- 
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tioQ  and  forbearance  will  always  avoid  any  conflict,  so  much  to  be 
deprecated  between  Confederate  and  State  authorities. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Atlanta,  April  7, 186^ 

His  Excellency  President  Davis: 

Ht  Dear  Sib:  As  yon  are  aware,  I  submitted  an  application  to  yon 
in  Febnuoy  last  for  the  appmntment  of  brigadieivgeneral  to  command 
a  portion  of  the  reserve  forces  in  this  State  to  be  oi^anized  uader  the 
late  law  of  Congress.  I  inclose  copies  of  the  indorsements  made  upon 
the  application  by  yourself  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  which  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War  stated  "regiments  may 
be  formed  by  volunteering  before  the  term  of  enrollment  has  expired, 
and  in  case  of  a  sufScient  number  of  regiments  being  oi^anized  under 
Colonel  GartrelFs  influence  in  that  time  to*  constitute  a  brigade,  I  see 
no  difficulty  in  thus  making  the  desired  appointment,"  &c. ,  and  at  the 
same  time  he  gave  me  written  authority  to  raise  and  organize  regi- 
ments by  volunteer  enlistment.  Since  that  time  I  have  been  actively 
engaged  in  raising  volunteer  companies,  and  have  a  sufBcient  number 
to  constitute  two  or  three  regiments.  On  the  Slst  ultimo  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  dispatched  me  in  the  following  words:  General  Cobb 
has  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  reserve  forces  of  Georgia. 
Report  to  him  at  Macon."  I  did  so,  and  General  Cobb  has  ordered 
me  to  take  all  necessary  and  proper  steps  to  organize  regiments  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time  informed  me  that  he  had 
written  on  the  5th  instant  to  the  Adjutant-General  for  full  instruc- 
tions, and  had  recommended  ray  appointment,  and  earnestly  requested 
that  my  commission  be  forwarded  to  me  at  once.  I  think  you  will 
concur  with  me  in  the  belief  that  under  all  the  circumstances  I  have 
been  quite  successful  in  getting  up  volunteers.  Governor  Brown's 
message  to  the  Legislature  greatly  retarded  my  operations,  but  since 
the  action  of  the  Legislature  in  turning  over  all  persons  between  the 
ag«s  of  seventeen  and  eighteen  and  forty-five  and  fifty  years  to  the 
Confederate  Government  has  become  generally  known,  volunteering 
in  this  section  of  the  State  has  progressed  rapidly.  I  wrote  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  yesterday  asking  him  to  present  my  case  for  your  con- 
sideration. Should  you  honor  me  with  a  commission,  I  pledge  an 
honest  effort  for  the  faithful  dischai^  of  all  my  duties. 

Hoping  for  a  favorable  response,  and  with  renewed  assurances  of 
my  li^fa^t  regard, 

I  am,  very  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

LUCIUS  J.  GARTRELL. 

[Ftnt  Indoncnmit.] 

April  Iff,  1864. 

Secretary  of  War  for  attention  and  advice. 

J.  D. 

[S«ooiid  itHtonoment.] 

APML  20,  1864. 

Adjutant-General  : 

Has  the  letter  of  General  Cobb  referred  to  been  received?  If  so, 
Babmit  with  this. 

J.  A.  S., 

Secr^ary. 
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[Third  IndoraeiMnt.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspbotob  General's  Office, 

AprU  SS,  1864, 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  letter  of 
General  Cobb.* 
By  order: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 
Mqjor  and  Assistant  Ad^utanUOeneral. 

[InolHOie.] 

February  19,  1864. 

Secretary  of  War  for  special  attention. 

Colonel  Gartrell  is  personally  known  to  you,  and  the  records  of  the 
Department  will  show  his  services  in  the  Army.  Commending  the  case 
to  kind  consideration,  it  is  referred  for  inquiry  and  conference. 

J.  D. 

Febbuabt  22,  1864. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  President. 

As  I  understand  the  late  law  (an  official  copy  of  which  I  have  been 
as  yet  unable  to  obtain),  regiments  may  be  formed  by  volunteering 
before  the  term  of  enrollment  has  expired,  and  in  case  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  regiments  being  organized  under  Colonel  GartrelFs  infln- 
ence  in  that  time  to  constitute  a  brigade,  I  see  no  difficulty  in  thus 
making  the  desired  appointment,  subject  to  the  contingency  which 
must  attend  any  future  appointment,  since  it  is  not  the  practice  of 
the  Department  to  give  any  previous  positive  promise.  Before  the 
brigade  is  organized  it  is  not  consistent  with  the  established  usage  of 
the  Deparlmaent  (even  if  the  power  exists)  to  make  any  appointment 
of  the  brigadier  to  command  it. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Secretary  of  War: 
I  concur  in  the  above. 

J.  D. 


Richmond,  Va.,  AprU  7, 186i. 

Hon.  Jacob  Thoupson: 

(Care  of  Governor  Charles  Clark,  Macon ,  Miss. ) 

If  your  engagements  will  permit  you  to  accept  service  abroad  for 
the  next  six  months,  please  come  here  immediately. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


[April  7,  1864. — For  Murrah  to  Magruder  (two  letters),  relative  to 
organizing  Texas  State  troops  and  the  enforcement  of  the  conscript 
law,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIV,  Part  III,  pp.  747,  748.] 


Gbawfobdville,  Ga.,  April  8, 1864, 

Hon.  n.  V.  Johnson, 

Sandy  Qrove,  Ga.: 

My  Deab  Sib:  Your  letter  of  the  6th  instant  has  just  reached  me, 
and  I  devote  a  few  leisure  moments  to  you  in  reply  thte  evening, 
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because  I  do  not  know  that  I  shall  have  time  to  do  it  in  the  morning 
before  the  mail  closes.* 

I  wrote  you  a  pretty  long  letter  day  before  yesterday,  and  feel  no 
disposition  to  prolong  the  discussion.  If  after  reading  that  you  are 
still  of  the  opinion  that  the  act  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
in  certain  cases  does  not  attempt  to  confer  upon  the  President  and 
others  under  him  the  i>ower  to  arrest  and  to  hold  p^'rsons  arrested 
without  proper  warrant  under  oath,  a  power  that  they  could  not  exer- 
cise withont  it,  then  it  is  useless  to  say  more ;  and  after  reading  that 
letter  and  the  order  of  General  Cooper  alluded  to  in  it,  you  are  still  of 
the  opinion  that  peraonal  liberty  is  not  jeoparded  by  it,  and  that  no 
blow  is  struck  by  it  at  the  very  "vitals  of  lib?rty,"  tiieu,  indeed,  you 
would  not  believe  though  one  were  to  rise  from  the  dead.  So  no  more 
on  those  points. 

I  wish  barely  to  say  a  few  things  on  some  other  points.  After 
speaking  of  the  commendable  tone  of  the  MlUedgeville  8pee(;h  yon 
say,  "Yet  below  the  surface  your  antipathy  to  the  President  is  per- 
ceptible to  any  one  acquainted  with  your  opinions  of  the  man"  (under- 
scoring mine),  and  on  this  point  you  say,  "I  think  you  had  as  well 
have  fully  unbottled  your  wrath;  for,  after  all,  you  are  as  well  under- 
stood, in  the  estimation  of  the  country,  to  be  hostile  as  if  you  had 
avowed  it."  And  you  go  on  to  say  that  I  will  necessarily  bo  classed 
"with  those  whose  palpable  oi^ject  it  is  to  organize  a  party  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  Admimsirationf^*  underscoring  all  mine;  and  further  on 
you  say  that  my  antipathy  t-o  Davis  has  misled  my  judgment,  or  I 
have  allowed  my  antipathy  to  him  to  mislead  my  judgment. 

For  your  candor  and  frankness  in  all  this  I  sincerely  thank  you,  for 
it  is  conclusive  evidence  to  me  that  such  are  your  opinions,  and  I 
allude  to  these  matters  for  the  sole  purpose  of  correcting  an  erroneous 
impression  on  your  mind. 

I  assure  you  I  have  no  antipathy  to  Mr.  Davis;  nor  am  I  hostile  to 
him;  and  if  there  is  an  object  or  intention  or  wish  with  any  to  organ- 
ize a  party  in  opposition  to  the  Administration,  I  know  nothing  of  it — 
have  heard  nothing  of  it.  As  to  the  late  movement  on  the  action  of 
Georgia  upon  the  subject  of  the  habeas  corpus  and  the  resolution 
in  reUtion  to  the  terms  upon  which  peace  should  be  sought,  I  think  I 
know  as  much  as  anybody  else.  If  any  one  is  responsible  for  it,  no 
one  is  more  so  than  myself.  It  is  true  that  those  resolutions  were 
not  drawn  up  by  me,  but  they  were  prepared  by  Linton  after  full 
consultation;  prepared  at  his  house  before  he  went  to  MiUedgeville. 
And  as  for  Mr.  Davis  or  his  Administration,  they  had  but  little  to  do 
with  it — nothing  in  the  world  except  in  so  far  as  they  fall  within  the 
scope  of  the  point  as  stated.  They  did  not  rise  to  the  dignity  of  a 
moments  serious  consideration  or  thought  one  way  or  the  other. 
Greater  objects  by  far  were  then  engrossing  my  attention,  and  Lin- 
ton's too,  I  think. 

As  for  Mr.  Davis,  I  repeat  again  I  have  no  feelings  of  antipathy, 
mnch  less  hostility.  What  opinions  you  may  think  I  entertain  of  him 
as  yon  intimate  I  know  not,  but  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  stating  to  you 
freely  and  frankly,  and  most  confidentially,  what  my  opinions  of  him 
are.  They  are  much  more  akin  to  suspicion  and  jealousy  than  of 
animosity  or  hate.  While  I  do  not  and  never  have  r^arded  him  as 
a  great  man  or  statesman  on  a  large  scale,  or  a  man  of  any  marked 
genius,  yet  I  have  regarded  him  as  a  man  of  good  intentions,  weak 
and  ^utcillating,  timid,  petulant,  peevish,  obstinate,  but  not  firm. 


*  Johnson's  letter  not  found. 


280 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


Am  now  beginning  to  doubt  his  good  intentions.  I  say  doabt,  for 
after  watching  him  closely  I  am  not  satisfied  in  my  own  mind,  or 
arrived  at  any  conclusion,  whether  some  of  his  shortcomings  are  to 
be  attributed  to  weakness  or  bad  purposes.  These  are  my  real  senti- 
ments, and  my  reasons  for  them  are  these:  Since  his  first  elevation  to 
power  he  has  changed  many  of  his  former  State's  i  ights  principles,  as  in 
case  of  conscription.  His  whole  policy  on  the  organization  and  discipline 
of  the  Army  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  hypothesis  that  he  is 
aiming  at  absolute  power.  Not  a  word  has  come  from  him  of  military 
usurpation  in  the  orders  for  martial  law  by  Bragg  and  Van  Pom  on 
the  whole  system  of  passports  and  provost-marshals,  which  is  utterly 
wrong  and  without  authority  of  law.  After  all  that  may  be  said  or 
written  by  myself  and  others  against  these  usurpations,  not  one  word 
has  escaped  Mr.  Davis  showing  his  disapproval  of  them.  Again,  it  Is 
well  known  that  the  subject  of  a  dictatorship  has  been  mooted,  talked 
of,  and  discussed  in  private  and  in  the  public  journals,  and  that  the 
most  earnest  advocates  of  such  a  course,  the  virtual  doing  awayvith 
Congress  and  the  Ck>n8titution,  have  been  editors  near  him — bright 
under  his  nose;  editors  of  journals  recognized  at  the  time  to  be  the 
oi^ans  of  the  Administration.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  strange  that  this 
should  be  so,  and  men  holding  and  advocating  such  sentiments  for 
months  should  hold  such  near  relations  to  him  if  such  sentiments 
were  distasteful  to  him.  These  are  bad  signs  to  me,  yet  they  are  not 
conclusive  evidences  of  bad  objects  or  intentions  on  his  part.  They 
leave  me  in  doubt,  but  certainly  awaken  my  suspicion  and  watchful 
jealousy.  They  teach  me  to  be  on  my  gnard,  and  they  should,  in  my 
opinion,  put  the  whole  country  on  their  guard.  The  price  of  Ubert^ 
is  eteiTial  vigilance.  But  again  I  assure  you  I  feel  no  more  hoBtUil^ 
to  him  than  I  do  to  you  and  great  numbers  I  meet  with  who  see  no 
danger  in  these  things.  My  hostility  and  wrath  (and  I  have  enough 
of  it  to  burst'ten  thousand  bottles)  is  not  against  him,  or  any  num  or 
men,  but  against  the  thing — the  measures  and  the  policy  which  I  see 
is  leading  us  to  despotism.  If  you  can  understand  and  appreciate  this 
position  and  these  feelings,  then  yoti  can  understand  me;  and  if  yon 
cannot,  then  you  do  not  understand  me,  and  cannot.  But  I  trust  yon 
do.  How  you  could  have  got  the  impression,  or  entertained  the 
thought,  that  I  had  an  antipathy  to  Mr.  Davis,  or  was  hostile  to  him, 
is  strange  and  unaccountable  to  me.  You  surely  have  heard  me  in 
convereation  speak  of  his  weakness  and  imbecility,  but  certainly  with 
no  bitterness  of  feeling,  and  what  I  have  said  on  this  subject  has 
always  been  more  in  sorrow  than  anger.  I  had  no  more  feeling  of 
resentment  toward  him  for  these  than  I  had  toward  the  defects  and 
infirmities  of  my  poor  old  blind  and  deaf  dog  Uiat  you  saw  when  yon 
were  here.  Poor  old  Bis;  he  is  dead  now  and  gone  to  his  long  rest. 
Peace  to  his  ashes  and  honor  to  his  memory.  While  I  deplore  his 
infirmities  I  certainly  have  no  feeling  of  uukindness  to  him.  As  to 
what  you  say  about  the  Administraiiont  one  word:  I  hardly  know 
what  idea  you  attach  to  this  term  as  used  by  you.  If  you  mean  the 
Cabinet,  then  they  are  sustained  by  neither  the  Congress  nor  country, 
and  when  their  recommendations  were  rejected  by  Congress,  if  they 
had  had  any  self-respect  they  would  have  resigned  their  places.  If 
you  mean  the  acts  and  messages  of  Congress,  then  I  am  confident 
not  one-tenth  of  the  people  of  this  country  approve  them.  I  would 
stake  my  head  upon  the  issue  that  not  ten  districts  in  the  Confederacy 
could  be  carried  in  a  Congressional  election  for  a  candidate  running 
on  the  advocacy  of  the  four  leading  measures  of  the  last  Congress. 
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mA  pledged  to  sostain  them  as  the  settled  policy  of  the  conntiy. 
This  cry  of  sustaining  the  Administration,  you  wiU  allow  me  to  say, 
with  all  dne  respect  to  yon,  is  nothing  but  a  stupid,  senseless  cachin- 
nation.  Nobody  approves  it.  I  heard  that  General  CJobb,  in  his 
speech  at  MUledgeTille,  said  all  these  acts  of  Congress  were  proper, 
wise,  and  just;  and  yet  I  do  know  that  General  Cobb  spoke  very 
differently  to  me  of  some  of  them  before  they  were  passed.  Why 
wjU  men  thus  d^;rade  themselTes  by  attempting  to  l^mboozle  the 
people;  and  howwre  we  to  get  better  laws  if  b^  ones,  that  aU  feel 
and  know  to  be  bad,  aie  not  denounced  and  true  principles  proclaimed  ? 

I  said  bat  little  abont  the  tax  and  currency  question  in  Milledge- 
Tille,  because  money  at  best,  in  my  estimation,  is  but  trsah.  Greater 
Mid  more  vital  interests  were  in  jeopardy. 

Now  I  am  done  with  all  these  matters  with  you.  I  wished  to  put 
myself  right  with  yon  on' certain  points.  I  hope  I  have  done  so. 
Hereafter  I  will  write  on  other  matters.  1  do  not  know  yet  when  1 
can  get  to  see  you.  It  still  continues  to  rain,  and  I  cannot  get  my  com 
in  the  ground.  I  mnst  see  after  that  before  I  can  leave  home.  But 
I  mnst  add,  in  conclusion,  that  you  are,  I  think,  mistaken  in  suppos- 
ing that  the  late  movement  in  Georgia  was  started  with  any  view 
toward  the  o^anizatlon  of  a  party  against  Mr.  Davis  or  his  Adminis- 
tration.  I  know  all  about  that  movement,  if  allusion  is  made  to  Gov- 
ernor Brown's  message.  I  advised  it  from  stem  to  stem  and  approve 
it.  I  don't  mean  the  language,  but  the  policy  and  the  course  taken, 
and  I  know  I  had  no  such  object,  thought  of  none  such,  nor  dreamed 
of  any  such.  It  is  the  proclamation  and  vindication  of  great  essential 
truths  that  I  desired  to  see  set  forth  at  the  right  time  and  on  a  proper 
occasion.    But  again  enough. 

What  I  have  written  to  yon  is*  with  that  freedom  and  frankness  I 
alwa^  use  in  writing  to  one  who  holds  such  high  place  in  my  esteem, 
and  I  trust  you  will  so  consider  it  and  appreciate  it.  Let  me  hear  from 
yon  when  you  have  leisure  to  write,  and  as  we  cannot  agree  on  these 
great  questions  let  us  entertain  ounelves  on  other  topics. 
Yoors,  truly, 

ALEXANDER  H.  STEPHENS. 


Spkcial  Obdbbs,  )-        Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gbneral*b  Office, 

No.  83.         J  Richmond,  AprU  9,  2864. 

*«•*••* 

XXIX.  Paragraph  VIII,  Special  Orders,  No.  81,  current  series,  is 
hereby  revoked,  and  the  appointment  of  Maj.  C.  J.  Harris  as  major 
and  enrolling  officer  in  the  Provisional  Army,  Confederate  States,  not 
having  been  confirmed  by  the  Senate  at  its  last  session,  and  he 
thereby  ceasing  to  be  an  officer,  Col.  William  M.  Browne,  aide-de- 
camp, is  temporarily  assigned  to  the  duty  of  commfmdant  of  oon- 
scripte  for  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  will  forthwith  proceed  to  assume 
the  duti»9  thereof  under  instractions  from  the  Bureau  of  Conscription. 
*  •  «  •  *  *  * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjuiant-Oeneral. 

LA^RIL  10, 1864. — For  Forrest  to  Polk,  in  relation  to  raising  troops 
hi  West  Tennessee,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXII,  Part  III,  p.  769.] 
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Offiob  Chief  Inspsctor  Field  Transportation^ 

Brandon^  Miss.,  April  11,  1S64' 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Richmond,  Va.: 

Under  the  late  act  of  Confederate  Congress  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  is  authorized  to  issue  permits  to  persons  to  trade  beyond 
our  lines.  I  have  been  residing  at  this  point — the  western  t-ermina- 
tion  of  the  railroads — and  from  a  long  residence  at  Vicksbui^  and 
familiar  acquaintance  with  the  ]^)eopl6  and  Localities  I  have  good 
opportunities  to  jud^  of  men  and  things  and  accomplishing  results. 
Many  articles  are  needed  in  my  department  (field  transportation) 
which  it  is  impossible  to  procure  in  the  country,  and  can  only  be 
obtained  from  beyond  our  lines.  I  am  satisfied  that  when  Yankee 
troops  and  officers  being  i-emoved  from  the  Mississippi  River  to 
Tennessee  and  Virginia  leave,  that  a  lai^e  amount  of  supplies  can  be 
landed  at  such  point  on  the  river  as  to  be  removed  easily  within  our 
lines  and  used  by  our  Government.  Understand  me.  I  have  nothing 
to  say  as  to  i>olicy  of  the  Government,  supposing  it  indicated  by 
passage  of  the  act  of  Congress.  There  are  a  number  of  persons  in 
and  about  the  Yankee  lines  (Confederates  who  have  taken  the  oath) 
whose  integrity  is  undoubted,  and  whose  feelings  are  with  the  Con- 
federates, if  not  their  political  principles  (bad  thing  swearing),  who 
I  am  satisfied  can  collude  with  Yankee  officers  that  will  be  l^t,  and 
can  have  anj-thing  they  wish  delivered,  if  necessary  under  the  French 
fiag,  either  on  the  Yazoo  Biver  or  some  other  interior  stream,  and 
removed.  There  is  in  the  Yankee  lines  a  perfect  mania  for  trading 
in  cotton,  even  going  so  far  as  to  control  their  military  operations, 
covered  under  the  pretense  of  getting  out  negro  men,  mules,  and  sup- 
plies of  food — in  truth,  gotten  up  and  being  controlled  by  cotton 
traders,  dividing  the  profits  with  superior  officers.  Witness  the  late 
raid  into  the  Yazoo  River,  and  the  return  to  Yazoo  City  of  a  steamer 
for  cotton  under  the  French  flag;  the  raid  at  same  date  sent  into  lower 
part  of  Hinds  County  with  a  military  force,  Government  wagons  and 
teams,  to  procure  cotton  where  they  had  previously  destroyed  all 
the  supplies  and  taken  oft  the  negroes;  also  the  raid  into  Ouachita 
and  Red  Biver,  and  the  continual  trading  around  Natchez,  in  all 
cases  the  marks  being  cut  off  the  Government  cotton  and  proceeds 
divided  with  any  woman  or  man  who  points  it  out  and  makes  the 
outside  arrangement,  avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding  their 
own  Government  by  using  for  private  gain  Confederate  cotton  cap- 
tured, and  to  which  the  United  States  Government  would  be  entitled. 
If  necessary  the  arrangement  might  be  made  in  the  name  of  citizens 
of  France.  The  Government  yet  owns  a  large  amount  of  cotton  west 
of  Pearl  River,  on  the  entire  front  from  Lake  Maurepas  to  the  Ten- 
nessee line.  This  cotton  is  being  hourly  stolen  and  carried  to  the 
Yankee  lines,  and  the  whole  military  force  of  the  Confederate  States 
could  not  stop  it.  The  Government  has  not  and  cannot  procure  trans- 
portation to  move  it.  As  it  stands,  the  whole  population  is  being 
demoralized,  socially,  morally,  and  politically,  and  the  whole  social 
fabric  is  being  destroyed  and  demoralized,  and  the  country  is  becom- 
ing filled  with  speculators,  deserters,  and  conscripts — overrun  by  our 
own  troops  and  the  Yankees.  Ladies  residing  in  this  region,  eminent 
for  wealth,  respectability,  intelligence,  and  beauty,  make  nothing  oi 
taking  Government  cotton  without  authority  and  traveling  in  the 
night  to  the  enemy's  lines,  as  they  assert,  bribing  both  pickets,  and 
in  return  bringing  out  whisky,  calico,  and  coffee,  and  have  it  sold  at  a 
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Ifli^e  profit.  The  Government  should  promptly  do  one  of  two  things — 
either  have  burnt  every  jwund  of  cotton  in  this  region  indicated,  or 
make  some  arrangement  to  convert  it  into  such  articles  as  the  Gov- 
ernment needs  or  the  money.  I  have  not  written  a  letter  or  received 
one  from  any  person  in  Vicksburg,  or  anywhere  else  in  the  Yankee 
lines,  since  the  fall  of  Vicksburg,  and  unless  upon  matters  of  interest 
for  the  Government  and  api>ertaining  to  my  official  duty  do  T  expect 
to  communicate;  nor  have  I  received  an  article  from  there.  Our 
officers  are  overran  with  applications  for  jtassports  to  go  to  the 
enemy's  line^  and  pickets  annoyed  and  corrupted  by  their  attempt- 
ing to  pass  without  passports.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  war 
I  have  not  purchased  any  article  to  sell  again,  and  do  not  intend  to 
do  so  during  the  war.  Under  the  above  state  of  facts  it  is  important 
that  the  Government  should  act  promptly  on  the  cotton  and  trading 
question,  and  also  on  the  passport  question. 

Not  being  known  to  Mr.  Memminger,  I  address  this  to  you,  and  if 
upon  consiiitation  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  procure  mules,  cast-steel, 
shoe  thread,  trace  chains,  Ac,  and  numerous  other  (urtiides,  by 
exchange  for  this  cotton,  I  think  I  can  accomplish  it. 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Respectfully  referred  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ruffin,  Commissary 
Department. 
By  order: 


BiTRBAU  OF  Subsistence, 
Richmond,  April  29^  I864. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  narration  of  the  within  writer  discloses  nothing  new  to  me.  I 
have  heafd  it  all  before,  and  more  than  once.  Part  of  it  has  been 
caused  by  the  Federal  occupancy  of  the  territoiyiu  question;  but 
mnek  of  it  was  to  have  been  anticipated  as  the  inevitable  result  of 
the  Government  policy  and  of  Mr.  Memminger's  administration. 
Until  both  are  changed  I  can  see  nothing  better  in  the  future  than 
is  presented  by  the  past.  Suppose  the  Government,  as  advised  by 
Mr.  Paxton,  shall  now  become  a  party  to  these  transactions,  which 
once  it  might  have  directed,  if  not  controlled,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
g:et  the  cotton  from  Mr.  Memminger.  Can  that  be  done  ?  About  the 
-*<>th  January  last  1  heard  that  there  were  3,000  bales  of  cotton,  more 
or  less,  at  Tuscaloosa  in  bad  condition,  with  ropes  burst  and  bagging 
rotted,  preyed  upon  by  thieves  and  eaten  by  cows.  I  wanted  at  least 
a  part  of  that  cotton  for  an  important  contract.  I  applied  for  it  to 
Mr.  Memminger  through  Colonel  Northrop.  Mr.  Memminger  replied 
that  he  could  not  spare  it;  he  wanted  it  himself;  so  I  had  to  instruct 
my  agent  to  buy  cotton  for  his  purposes.  lie  has  lately  applied  for 
funds  for  that  purpose  and  I  have  none  to  send  him.  Under  the  state 
of  facts  evidenced  by  this  and  other  similar  cases  I  see  no  chance  of 
getting  the  cotton  except  upon  a  change  of  policy.  If  the  policy  shall 
be  cluuiged,  then  I  presume  the  trade  will  be  carried  on  under  Mr. 


A.  M.  PAXTON. 


(Ftnt  lndM*«Mot.l 


ApML  27,  1864. 


J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
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Memmii^er*s  r^ulations,  in  which  event  I  respectfully  submit  that 
all  that  I  can  do  will  be,  under  the  orders  of  the  Commissary-General 
of  Subsistence  and  the  Ilonorable  Secretary  of  War,  to  present  just 
estbnates  for  supplies  for  the  wants  of  Hhe  Army  as  it  may  be  deter- 
mined to  furnish  from  that  quarter.  But  should  the  regulationB  be 
abolished  or  properly  modified  and  the  cotton  put  at  my  disposal, 
then  under  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  think  I  could  obtain 
large  supplies  upon  the  basis  indicated  in  Mr.  Paxton's  letter. 

FRANK  G.  RUFFIN, 
LieiUenant-Cdlonel  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 


GONTEDERATB  STATES  OV  AMERICA,  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 


Tour  letter  of  the  6th  instant  has  been  received.  The  decision  of 
questions  under  the  conscription  act  in  reference  to  the  liability  of 
parties  to  serve  under  the  act,  under  Orders  No.  26,  is  to  be  made 
by  the  enrolling  officer.  An  appeal  can  be  taken  from  his  decision  to 
the  commander  of  conscripts,  and  from  his  decision  an  appeal  can  be 
taken  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription,  and  finally  to  this  Department. 
There  was  no  intention  on  the  part  of  this  Department  that  you 
should  be  burdened  with  the  performance  of  the  duty  of  deciding 
such  questions.  The  officers,  in  case  of  doubt  or  difficulty,  have  been 
authorized  to  take  counsel  from  you,  but  the  instructions  of  the 
Bureau  and  the  orders  of  the  Department  are  full  and  precise,  and  it 
was  not  anticipated  that  any  occasion  would  arise  in  the  ordinary 
business  of  that  department.  They  should  refer  cases  to  the  Bureau 
if  necessary.  These  eases  have  no  connection  with  the  act  to  sus- 
pend the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  Congress  passed  an  act  relative  to 
the  harboring  of  deserters.  The  act  will  be  found  in  Orders  No.  29. 
It  provides  that  if  any  person  shall  procure  or  entice  a  soldier  to 
desert,  or  shall  aid  or  assist  any  deserter  from  the  Army  or  any  per- 
son enrolled  for  service  to  evade  their  proper  commanders  or  to  pre- 
vent their  arrest  to  be  returned  to  the  service,  or  shall  knowingly 
conceal  or  harbor  such  deserter,  or  shall  purchase  from  any  soldier 
or  person  enrolled  for  service  any  portion  of  his  army  equipments, 
rations,  or  clothing,  or  any  property  of  the  Confederate  States  or  of 
any  officer  or  soldier,  upon  conviction  before  the  district  court  of  the 
Confederate  States  having  jurisdiction  of  the  offense,  he  shall  be 
fined  not  exceeding  $1,000  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  two  years. 
All  cases  arising  under  this  act  shomd  be  turned  over  to  the  judicial 
tribunals  whenever  the  facts  warrant  that  course.  There  is  no  par- 
ticular occasion  for  any  interruption  of  the  course  of  these  tribunals 
in  ordinary  cases.  If  the  prosecution  of  such  cases  under  the  act  of 
the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  would  be  as  efficient  and  conven- 
ient a  mode  of  redress,  no  objection  is  perceived  to  a  resort  to  the  State 
courts.  The  committing  magistrates  of  the  State  are  empowered  to 
act  under  the  laws  of  the  Confederacy  for  the  same  purpose. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Bichmondj  Fa.,  AprU  iJ,  I864. 


Hon.  Thomas  Braqo, 

Raleigh,  N.  C. : 


JAMES  A.  SEDBON, 

Sscreta/ry  of  War. 
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Appomattox,  Va.,  Ai>ril  ii,  IS64. 

Bon.  Jahbs  a.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Dear  Sik:  The  people  of  this  county  are  already  snfFering  much 
for  com,  and  unless  something  can  be  done  to  supply  them  the  condi- 
tion of  things  by  the  middle  of  May  must  be  painful  in  the  extreme. 
This  is  no  pretense  set  up  to  accomplish  a  purpose,  but  is  sober  and 
lamentable  reality.  The  county  court  has  appointed  two  agents,  viz, 
Mr.  N.  H.  Hancock  and  Mr.  T.  H.  Trent,  with  instructions  to  make 
immediate  and  earnest  efforts  to  procure  and  send  on  corn  for  the  use 
of  the  families  of  the  soldiers.  This  will  probably  bo  handed  you  by 
Mr.  Trent,  who  will  explain  more  fully  the  condition  of  our  people 
and  the  views  of  the  court.  If  the  Confederate  Government  can 
directly  or  indirectly  aid  them  in  their  undertaking  it  will  perform  a 
most  laudable  and  meritorious  service.  It  has  been  thought  that  by 
releasing  for  a  short. time  a  portion  of  the  cars  appropriated  to  the 
Government  use  it  might  effect  the  end  desired.  Of  course  I  do  not 
know  the  state  of  the  Government  supplies,  and  much  must  deiMind 
on  that.  But  I  beg  leave  again,  in  conclusion,  earnestly  to  bespeak 
whatever  aid  ca^  possibly  and  properly  be  rendered.  The  need, 
indeed,  is  urgent. 

I  remain,  very  truly,  Ac, 

TH.  S.  BOCOCK. 


[April,  11,  1864. — For  Vance  to  Seddon,  recommending  suspension 
of  conscript  law  in  the  mountain  counties  of  Korth  Carolina,  see 
Series  I,  YdL  Lin,  p.  324.] 


Special  Orders,  )         Adjt.  and  Xnsp.  General's  Office, 

No.  85.         J  Richmond,  April  I864. 

* 

XXY.  CoL  W.  M.  Browne,  aide-de-camp,  assigned  to  duty  as  com- 
mandant  of  conscripts  for  the  State  of  Geoi^iia,  is  empowered  to  relieve 
from  conscript  service  in  Georgia,  subject  to  approval  by  the  super- 
intendent of  Bureau  of  Conscription,  such  officers  as  he  may  deem 
incompetent  or  unnecessary  to  the  service,  promptly  reporting  his 
action,  with  the  reasons  therefor,  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription. 
*«***«« 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
AssieUmi  AdjutatU-General. 


Headqxtartbrs  Abuy  op  KOBTHEBN  VntGINtA, 

April  12,  1864. 

Maj.  B.  p.  NoLAND, 

Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence  for  Virginia,  Richmond : 
Major:  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  you,  as  the  officer  charged  with 
the  management  of  the  system  of  exchange  and  barter  for  provisions, 
some  considerations  which  I  think  may  be  found  useful,  and  which 
may  probably  have  occurred  to  your  own  mind.  Whatever  vigilance 
may  be  used  by  the  military  authorities,  it  will  be  found  difficult  to 
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prevent  the  prohibited  traffic  in  cotton,  tobacco,  Ac. ,  where  the  indaoe- 
ment  to  engage  iu  it  is  so  great.  It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  con- 
siderable quantities  of  tobacco  have  passed  through  Grordonsville 
consigned  to  persons  residing  within  our  lines,  but  who  are  so  situ- 
ated that  they  can  easily  take  the  tobacco  beyond  them.  On  Thurs- 
day last  seventeen  boxes  reached  Gordonsville  en  route  to  Libert >■ 
Mills,  consigned  to  the  postmaster  at  the  latter  place.  A  large  quan- 
tity had  been  sent  thither  previously,  and  though  the  owners  avowed 
that  it  was  to  be  used  or  sold  there,  it  was  manifest  that  the  supply 
exceeded  any  lawful  demand  in  bo  small  a  place.  It  is  also  reported 
that  tobacco  is  frequently  sent  to  Madison  Court-House  in  large  quan- 
tities, the  shipments  being  made  from  Richmond,  Charlottes\^e,  and 
Lynchburg.  While  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  illegal  purpose  of  the  own- 
era,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  prove  it,  and  the  only  provision  that  can 
be  made  to  prevent  the  abuse  with  any  hope  of  success  is  to  require 
that  no  shipments  of  the  prohibited  articles  shall  be  made  by  rail  or 
otherwise  from  any  point  without  a  permit  from  proper  authority, 
unless  the  destination  of  the  article  be  such  as  to  preclude  the  possi- 
bility of  its  being  taken  out  of  the  lines.  The  permit  should  contain 
the  names  of  the  real  owner,  of  the  carrier,  and  of  the  place  of  desti- 
nation, as  well  as  of  the  route  to  be  pursued,  and  the  goods  should  be 
declared  subject  to  seizure  if  found  on  a  different  route,  in  other 
hands  than  those  of  the  parties  named  in  the  permit,  or  going  toward 
a  different  destination.  By  this  means  it  can  be  ascertained  whether 
more  of  the  articles  are  being  taken  to  a  particular  place  or  by  a  par- 
ticular person  than  is  consistent  with  a  lawful  use  of  them,  and  there 
will  be  some  restriction  upon  the  trade.  All  the  prohibited  commodi- 
ties found  in  transitu  without  a  permit  should  be  seized. 
.  In  this  connection  I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  difficulties 
that  attend  the  lawful  trade.  As  the  great  object  is  to  obtain  sup- 
plies and  prevent  the  staples  mentioned  in  the  law  from  being  exported 
except  in  exchange  for  them,  it  would  seem  that  the  strongest  induce- 
ments should  be  held  out  to  persons  who  wish  to  procure  cotton, 
tobacco,  <fcc. ,  to  bring  in  the  supplies.  This  end  can  best  be  obtained 
by  withholdhig  the  tobacco,  &c.,  and  the  permit  to  take  it  out  until 
the  supplies  shall  be  first  delivered.  It  is  manifest  that  a  bond  to 
perform  the  contract  will  not  suffice.  What  we  want  is  a  strong 
inducement  to  the  party  contracting  to  exert  all  his  efforts  to  get  the 
supplies  to  us,  and  the  chief  inducement  to  make  such  efforts  is  taken 
away  when  he  receives  the  commodities  he  desires  with  a  permit  to 
take  them  out.  If  he  succeeds  in  getting  them  to  the  enemy's  coun- 
try, he  sells  them  at  a  large  profit,  and  then  he  will  find  it  much 
easier  and  safer  to  pay  his  forfeited  bonds  than  to  incur  the  labor, 
hazard,  and  expense  of  bringing  in  the  supplies  in  return. 

If  it  be  answered  that  the  contractor  cannot  buy  the  provisions 
unless  he  be  allowed  to  take  out  and  sell  the  tobacco,  &c. ,  I  think  that 
it  would  be  better  not  to  employ  him  unless  he  has  means  adequat«  to 
perform  his  contracts.  This  is  a  precaution  always  insisted  upon  in 
awarding  contracts  of  this  kind;  and  if  adequate  assurance  be  given 
that  upon  the  delivery  of  the  supplies  at  a  designated  place  the  com- 
pensation in  tobacco  and  cotton,  <&c.,  together  with  permission  to 
rcTuove  them,  will  be  forthcoming,  the  contract  itself  will  be  a  basis  of 
credit  which  will  enable  the  contractor  to  raise  the  means  required  to 
purchase  supplies.  Indeed,  I  think  tliat  unless  this  course  be  pursued 
the  result  will  be  that,  either  from  dishonest  purposes  or  from  actual 
inability  to  bring  the  provisions  within  our  lineSj  which  is  practically 
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as  bad  as  the  former,  the  system  of  barter  will  result  in  much  o£  the 
staples  of  the  country  being  taken  out  of  it  without  obtaining  any- 
thing in  return  but  payment  of  the  forfeited  bonds.  While  this  pay- 
ment will  prevent  pecuniary  loss  to  the  Government,  it  efFecttuilly 
defeats  the  object  of  the  system  which  it  is  desired  to  inaugurate.  I 
would  suf^^t  that  the  safest  plan,  and  one  that  can  be  carried  out 
with  least  difficulty  and  liability  to  abuse,  would  be  to  offer  the  arti- 
cles referred  to — cotton  and  tobacco,  &c. — ^with  permission  to  remove 
them,  to  any  person  who  will  deliver  provisions  at  a  price  to  be  agreed 
upon.  A  limit  might  be  put  upon  the  amount  of  provisions  to  bo  fur- 
nished in  exchange  by  individuals  to  prevent  too  great  a  multiplica- 
tion of  permits.  For  instance,  no  exchange  might  be  ent<*red  into 
with  any  individual  for  less  than  500  pounds  or  any  other  quantity. 
Persons  desiring  to  take  these  contracts  would  find  means,  either  by 
purchase  from  our  own  citizens  or  by  bringing  the  provisions  from 
abroad,  to  obtain  enough  to  exchange  for  cotton,  tobacco,  Ac. ,  and  the 
Government  would  be  relieved  from  the  risk  of  transportation.  I 
think  it  will  be  found  if  proper  agents  be  sent  to  suitable  localities 
with  authority  to  contract  to  deliver  the  staple  articles,  with  permits 
to  those  who  will  give  provisions  for  them,  much  would  be  obtained 
from  our  own  citizens  that  cannot  now  be  reached  by  purchase  or 
impressment.  Those  who  sell  on  such  terms  can  readily  procure  what 
they  require  for  their  own  use  or  even  additional  supplies  to  continue 
the  traffic.  Larger  numbers  would  become  interested  in  bringing  in 
supplies,  they  would  come  in  smaller  quantities  to  each  man,  and  be 
less  liable  to  seizure.  At  the  same  time  it  would  encourage  our  peo- 
ple to  produce  more,  as  it  would  afford  them  a  profitable  market.  I 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  make  these  suggestions  in  order  that  the 
system  may  have  as  full  a  trial  as  possible  and  in  the  hope  that  it 
may  afford  us  considerable  relief. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  K.  LiEi£, 

General. 

I  Vint  Indonoment.] 

Office  Chief  Com.  of  Subsistbkce  fob  Virqinia, 

Richmond,  April  15^  IH04. 
Bwpectfully  referred  through  the  Commissary-General  to  the  Hon- 
orable Secretary  of  War  for  his  consideration,  and  with  the  sugges- 
tion that  formal  regulations  in  regard  to  overland  commerce  be 
adopted,  or  at  least  that  all  Confederate  officers  be  charged  with  the 
duty  of  preventing  (under  the  fourth  section  of  the  law)  the  unlawful 
transportation  of  the  prohibited  articles.  Undoubtedly  very  large 
quantities  of  these  articles  are  being  now  forwarded  to  the  bonier  by 
parties  who  have  not  even  proposed  to  operate  for  the  Government, 
and  doubtless  with  the  view  of  an  illegal  traffic.  If  the  Government 
can  keep  the  control  of  this  trade,  and  thus  make  the  demand  for 
these  necessary  articles  entirely  tributary  to  army  supplies,  a  very 
lai^  amount  of  meat  will  undoubtedly  be  secured. 

B.  P.  NOLAND, 
Major  and  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence  for  Virginia. 

[Seeond  liidonem0Bt.1 

April  Id,  1864. 

ASStSTANT  SBCBETABT: 

A  general  order  regulating  or  prohibiting  the  transfer  of  tobacco, 
&c.,  to  points  contiguous  to  the  enemy's  lines  witliout  permit  had 
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better  be  framed,  had  it  not?  If  you  concur,  will  you  draft  sncli  a 
one  as  you  deem  appropriate  and  consistent  with  this  law? 

J.  A.  S. 


Maj.  R.  P.  Waller, 

Quartermaster,  Nassau,  New  Providence: 

Sib:  Inclosed  is  a  list*  of  all  the  shipments  of  cotton  made  to  N'as- 
sau  since  the  commencement  of  yonr  operations  at  that  place,  and  on 
which  Mr.  Heyliger  was  auUiorized  to  draw  for  your  benefit.  Recently 
they  have  not  been  large,  some  of  the  cotton  shipped  on  account  of 
this  department  having  gone  direct  to  liiverpool.    What  l^ey  will  be 
in  future  it  is  imxrossiMe  to  tell,  as  the  recent  legislation  of  Congress 
and  the  regnlations  announced  by  the  War  and  Treasury  Departments 
in  execution  thereof  have  yet  to  be  tested.    This  and  other  uncertain- 
ties of  a  similar  character  have  prevented  this  department  giving  you 
any  definite  response  to  your  repeated  inquiries  respecting  the  stabil- 
ity of  your  position  at  Nassau  and  your  prospect  for  funds.    Nor  is 
it  practicable  for  me  to  say  now  how  long  the  services  of  a  purchasing 
^eut  may  be  required  at  Nassau  or  to  what  extent  and  in  what 
manner  the  funds  he  may  require  will  be  provided.    I  can  only  state 
that  as  you  are  now  there,  and  in  your  past  transactions  have  made 
your  purchases  and  shipments  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  depart- 
ment, you  will  be  expected  to  remain  as  long  as  the  presence  of  any 
officer  may  be  deemed  necessary  at  Nassau,  wd,  moreover,>that  no 
effort  will  be  spared  to  meet  your  expenditures.   Nassau,  it  is  true, 
was  resorted  to  in  the  first  instance  to  relieve  the  pressing  demands 
of  the  winter  now  closed;  but  so  many  supplies  have  been  attracted 
to  that  point,  from  which  they  can  be  promptly  drawn  and  at  prices 
but  little  in  excess  of  European  rates,  that  the  prospect  is  it  wiU  con- 
tinue to  be  availed  of. 

I  have  just  written  to  Mr.  Heyliger  to  see  if  he  has  ever  received  a 
report  of  sales  of  cotton  from  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  It  has  been 
drawn  for  at  an  average  of  £25  per  bale,  which  appears  low.  I  hope 
there  may  be  a  surplus  available  for  you  in  the  future.  Your  l^t 
report  shows  an  indebtedness  of  several  thousand  poiuds  sterling. 
Still  I  must  look  to  you  to  continue  your  purchases  as  best  you  can. 
It  occurs  to  me  that  you  can  operate  to  advantage  in  this  way:  It  is 
understood  that  vessels  that  bring  in  supplies  under  contract  for  the 
Qovemment  will  be  allowed  to  carry  out  cotton  delivered  in  payment, 
dependent  on  the  r^trictions  recently  imposed.  Such  cotton  has 
been  expended  heretofore  at  the  rate  of  lOd  per  pound  in  exchange 
for  supplies  taken  at  prime  cost,  with  75  per  cent,  added  for  profit  and 
risk  and  freight  from  Bermuda  or  Nassau  at  the  rate  of  £2b  per  ton. 
To  facilitate  purchases  you  might  assume  the  risk  and  take  the  sup- 
plies at  a  fair  market  price,  and  freight  payable,  as  stated,  at  Wilming- 
ton. In  every  such  transaction  you  must  make  a  special  report  and 
furnish  the  party  with  a  certificate  showing  the  amount  of  cotton  due 
in  payment  for  each  shipment.  On  presentation  of  that  at  this  office 
I  will  provide  for  the  deliveiy  of  the  cotton  at  Wilmington. 

You  will  suspend  for  the  present  the  shipment,  or  rather  purchase, 
of  blankets,  and  forward  as  largely  as  you  can  shoes  and  woolen 
cloths,  taking  care  to  secure  a  good  article  of  each.   Shoes  especially 
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CONFEDEBATE  AUTHORITIES. 


289 


rill  be  maoh.  needed  during  the  spring  and  summer  months.    Do  not, 
:  bowever,  let  any  of  your  operations  interfere  with  the  provision  yon 
I  irere  instructed  to  make  in  favor  of  Mr.  Sharp,  as  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  the  machineiy  he  goes  for  shall  be  received.  After 
'  that  give  the  preference  to  shoes,  as  the  demand  for  them  during  the 
campaigning  months  will  be  heavy.    You  are  authorized  to  purchase 
to  aoy  extent  you  may  be  able  these  necessary  articles  in  advance  of 
the  receipt  of  cotton  or  funds.   Ton  may  rely  upon  reoeiving  one  or 
the  other  at  no  distant  day. 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Qiuxriermas^r-  QeneraL 


Omcm  Chief  Gomm issart  of  Subsistence, 

Fourth  District  Virginia, 

Dvblin,  April  IS,  2864. 

Maj.  B.  P.  NoLAND, 

Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence  for  Virginia^  RicTmumd: 

Major:  Yours  of  the  7th  reached  me  yesterday.  In  accordance 
with  last  paragraph  I  immediately  telegraphed  Captains  Wade,  Shields, 
and  Venable  to  hold  all  breadstuffs  and  bacon  now  on  hand,  collect 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  hold  subject  to  my  order,  and  to  inform 
me  at  onoe  the  stock  on  hand.  I  inclose  their  replies,  which  please 
retam  me.  In  yours  of  April  1  yon  informed  me  that  Major  King 
will  be  directed  to  turn  over  to  you  all  subsistence  under  his  control 
except  at  his  depot,  and  confine  himself  hereafter  to  issuing  to  troops 
supplies  received  from  your  department,  at  the  post  commissaries." 

Mr.  Glendy,  my  principal  cattle  agent,  has  just  returned  from 
Monroe  and  reports  that  there  are  parties  purchasing  cattle  there  for 
Mr.  Ludington,  who  purports  to  be  the  agent  for  Major  King  (and  I 
have  no  doubt  is),  under  the  authority  of  Major-General  Breckinridge. 
Mr.  Glendy  says  there  are  some  425  head  of  cattle  held  over  by  Major 
King  from  last  year,  and  some  six  men  employed  to  attend  to  them, 
as  he  was  informed,  and  these  men  are  also  engaged  purchasing  for 
Mr.  Ludington,  the  agent  of  Major  King.  He  has  purchased  about 
400  poor  cattle,  agreeing  to  pay  for  them  the  maximum  of  the  old 
schedule,  in  some  cases  paying  30  cents,  paying  no  attention  to  the 
scale  of  prices.  I  have  engaged  the  services  of  a  valuable  man  in 
Monroe,  as  agent  of  that  county.  I  hope  he  will  not  be  interfered 
with.  My  agents  can  purchase  the  entira  stock  of  the  district  in  a  few 
weeks  if  started  out  at  unlimited  prices.  The  question  is,  major,  has 
Major  King,  with  or  without  the  authority  of  General  Breckinridge  or 
myself,  the  management  of  {►urchasea  of  stock  in  this  district?  lie 
cannot  put  it  on  the  ground  of  an  urgent  necessity,  because  if  such 
really  did  exist  the  stock  now  being  purchased  cannot  be  ready  for 
slaughter  before  August — should  not  be  before  October.  Some  months 
ago  a  question  was  submitted  to  you  from  the  Commissary- General 
which  you  referred  to  me,  if  King  was  paying  too  much  for  grazing. 
The  question  I  believe  was  submitted  by  King  himself,  I  saw  then 
that  he  was  but  paving  the  way  for  this  operation,  which  is  but  the 
renewal  of  last  year's  business,  and  then  felt  confident  that  Luding- 
ton, the  contractor  of  last  year,  would  again  be  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness. I  have  seen  to-day  a  copy  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  which 
contains  the  new  schedule,  showing  an  advance  in  price.  These  pur- 
chases were  made  under  the  schedule  of  $16,  $18,  and  $20.   I  am  very 
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much  in  want  of  impressment  powero  for  my  agents.  I  am  iu  hoi>es 
they  will  be  here  by  to-day's  mail.  Every  day's  delay  will  be  felt. 
The  details  have  not  yet  reached  me  or  my  agents.  Some  of  the  last 
detail  I  am  in  hopes  will  not  be  renewed  after  June,  if  it  is  possible 
to  secure  competent  men  in  their  place. 

I  have  seen  General  Breckinridge  on  the  subject  of  Major  King's 
purchasing  through  Ludington.  He  says  he  authorized  it  and  hBS 
asked  for  the  permission  from  Richmond.  He  desires,  he  says,  to 
secure  for  his  department  provisions  which  will  not  be  forwarded  to 
other  commands.  He  is  simply  looking  out  for  his  own  troops  by 
making  purchases  through  his  own  commissary  and  agents.  I  inclose 
Captain  Wade's  requisition  for  funds,  approved.  I  have  none  as 
yet,  though  I  have  received  notice  of  a  small  amount,  $50,000  being 
transferred  to  me.  - 

Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  CLOYD, 
Major  and  Chief  Commissary  of  Sn^m^nce^  Fourth  District. 

I  First  Indonenwnt.] 

Office  Chief  Com.  of  Subsistence  for  Visginia., 

Richmond^  April  IS,  1864., 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 
with  request  that  orders  be  sent  to  Major  King  to  turn  over  all  cattle 
and  other  articles  of  subsistence  in  his  hands  except  amount  at  his 
depot,  not  exceeding  thirty  days'  supply  for  General  Breckinridge's 
command,  to  Major  Cloyd,  chief  commissary  Fourth  District. 

B.  P.  NOLAND, 
Major  and  Chief  Commissary  for  Virginia^ 

[Second  iDdorMment.] 

April  28,  1864. 

Captain  Biblt: 

The  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  thinks  this  matter  has  been 
already  settled  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  the  question  pre- 
sented on  other  papers  was  referred. 

H.  L.  C. 

FUe. 

[Inoloran.] 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Dept., 

Subsistence  Department, 

Richmond,  April  15,  186S. 

Sir:  It  is  determined  to  establish  as-  soon  as  jwssible  a  thorough 
system  iu  the  collection  of  supplies  that  can  be  inaugurated  at  an 
early  day,  by  which  competition  between  the  commissaries  and  agents 
of  this  Bureau  and  the  army  commissaries  and  all  other  Government 
agents  will  be  entire^  prevented.  This  system,  briefly  shadowed 
forth,  is  as  follows: 

A  chief  purchasing  commissary  of  this  Bureau  will  be  selected  for 
each  State  in  the  Confederacy,  who  will  divide  his  State  into  districts 
(say  some  four  or  tive,  with  a  chief  purchasing  commissary  or  agent 
selected  for  each  district,  whose  duties  shall  correspond  in  his  district 
with  the  duties  of  the  chief  commissary  in  the  State,  these  districts 
to  be  subdivided  and  sub-commissaries  or  agents  selected  for  each 
subdivision)  wlio  will  control  and  direct  all  purchases  and  business 
done  by  these  district  commissaries  or  agents  and  through  them  their 
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sab-agents.  The  chief  diBtrict  commissaries  or  agents  will  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  chief  State  commissary  to  this  Bureau  for  appointment, 
and  their  sub-agents  or  commissaries  shall  be  nominated  by  the  chief 
district  commissaries  or  agents  to  the  chief  State  commissary  for 
appointment  upon  the  approval  of  this  Bureau.  This  latter  clause, 
however,  will  apply  literally  only  to  the  new  commissaries  or  agents 
which  it  may  be  found  necessary,  in  the  working  of  this  system,  to 
appoint,  because,  as  far  as  possible,  commissaries  or  agents  already 
in  service  must  be  continued.  The  commissaries  and  agents  mast  be 
competent  persons  in  every  respect,  thoroughly  active  and  energetic 
and  sufficiently  numerous  to  obtain  every  pound  of  surplus  supplies 
in  the  State.  But  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  fewest  number 
capable  of  accomplishing  the  desired  object  is  greatly  preferable  for 
many  reasons.  In  all  new  appointments  oommissions  will  not  be 
issned,  but  the  appointment  will  be  that  of  agents. 
You  have  been  selected  as  the  chief  commissary  for  the  State  of 

 ,  and  will  proceed  at  once  to  inaugurate  the  above  system 

gradually,  but  with  as  much  energy  and  dispatch  as  is  at  all  com- 
patible with  its  harmonious  accomplishment.  You  will  at  once  forward 
a  copy  of  this  circular  to  all  the  commissaries  and  agents  of  this 
Bureau  in  your  State,  and  obtain  from  them  immediately  all  the 
information  necessary  to  enable  you  properly  to  divide  your  State  into 
districts,  and  make  your  nominations  for  chief  district  commissaries 
and  agents,  and  report  the  same  to  this  Bureau  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable. You  will  also  require  from  the  said  commissaries  and  agents 
of  this  Bureau  in  your  State  (a  list  of  which  commissaries  with  their 
respective  posts  is  herein  inclosed — ^the  address  of  the  agents  you 
can  obtain  from  these  commisBarim)  fuU  reports  of  their  present  and 
contemplated  operations,  the  prices  they  are  paying,  quantity,  and 
description  of  the  supplies  being  obtained,  and  the  promise  for  the 
future.  As  soon  as  you  can  get  this  system  inaugurated  you  will 
reqxiire  from  each  chief  district  commissary  or  agent  (who  will  require 
the  same  from  their  sub-commissari^  and  agents)  a  report  of  supplies 
on  hand  every  ten  days,  with  probable  future  accumulations  and 
issues.  These  reports  when  received  (and  they  must  be  required  by 
you  promptly,  beginning  on  the  last  day  of  the  earliest  calendar 
month  at  which  circumstances  will  permit  you  to  require  them)  you 
will  consolidate  and  send  to  Maj.  S.  B.  French,  commissary  of  sub- 
sistence, Richmond,  Ya.,  with  the  utmost  dispatch.  You  will  also 
report  tike  places  in  your  State  deemed  by  yon  most  suitable  for  main 
depots,  or  rather  reservoirs,  to  and  from  which  supplies  may  be  best 
oolleotod  and  distribnted.  It  may  be  well  also  to  have  auxiliary 
depots  to  these  reservoirs,  both  in  the  collection  and  distribution. 
These  selections  must  be  made  with  due  regard  both  to  safety  of  posi- 
tion and  convenience  in  relation  to  transportation.  It  must  ever  be 
remembered  that  transportation  should  be  husbanded  in  every  man- 
ner possible,  and  therefore  that  under  no  circumstances  which  care, 
prudence,  and  foi-esight  can  provide  against  must  supplies  be  twice 
transported  over  the  same  road,  nor  any  article  of  sul^istence  trans- 
ported in  opposing  directions.  When  this  system  is  thoroughly 
oiganized  and  worked  there  will  be  no  portion  of  the  Confederacy 
which  is  not  thoroughly  drained,  and  therefore  wherever  our  armies 
move  all  thesnppliesof  onrcountry  will  be  tributary  to  their  use;  and 
then  application  will  be  made  to  prevent  army  commissaries  from  com- 
peting with  this  Bi}reau*s  commissaries  or  agents,  and  the  chief  com- 
missary of  each  army  directed  to  supply  his  wants  by  application  to 
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BQch  cliief  State  commissary  of  this  Bureau  as  may  be  indicated  by  the 
Commissary-General,  giving  notice  of  requirements  ahead  of  his  actual 
wants  and  the  points  at  which  hie  supplies  will  be  needed.  And 
whenever  the  commissaries  in  one  State  or  district  need  supplies 
which  cannot  be  obtained  in  Uieir  State  or  district,  they  will  draw 
them  from  the  mwt  convenient  commissaries  or  agents  from  poiats 
in  other  States  or  districts.  It  may  very  frequently  occur  that  some 
articles  of  subsistence  ought  not  to  be  purchased  in  some  States  or 
districts  because  of  very  high  prices.  Whenever  this  oocors  the 
same  rule  will  prevail. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  in  a  circular  all  the  detailed  directions 
which  might  be  desired;  much  must  of  necessity  be  left  to  your  dis- 
cretion and  judgment,  but  enough  has  been  said  to  let  you  under- 
stand the  system  that  is  to  be  inaugurated^  and  great  reliance  is 
placed  upon  your  judgment  said  energy  in  establishing  it  at  an  eMr]y 
day. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 

Commissary-General  of  St^mstencet  C.  8.  Army. 


QtJAKTERHASTBR-GENERAI.*S  OFFICE, 

Richmond,  April  IS,  I864. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  W ar  : 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  again  to  call  your  attention  most  earnestly  to  the 
discrimination  against  this  branch  of  the  public  service  in  the  matter 
of  furnishing  funds.  It  has  become  my  duty  on  several  occasions 
before  to  refer  to  the  effect  of  making  so  many  requisitions  for  fands 
"special,"  and  to  the  fact  that  the  Quartermaster's  Department  was 
not  furnished  by  the  Treasury  at  all  in  the  proportions  contemplated 
by  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress.  As  all  public  funds  were 
turned  in  by  disbursing  officers  previous  to  Ist  of  April,  the  warrants 
signed  since  that  date  afford  a  prompt  illustration  of  this  continued 
injustice.  The  appropriations  to  this  department  alone  amount  to  a 
larger  sum  than  all  the  other  bureaus  of  the  War  Department  com- 
bined, and  it  is  but  fair  to  ask  that  at  least  one-half  of  the  warrants 
-signed  should  be  in  its  favor;  otherwise  Congress  has  misconceived 
its  duties  in  so  apportioning  the  appropriations.  I  am  informed  that 
the  wairants  signed  at  the  Treasury  for  the  bureaus  of  the  War 
Department  from  the  1st  to  the  12th  of  April,  inclusive,  amount  to 
$5,144,675,  of  which  only  the  sum  of  1410,000  were  for  this  depart- 
ment, though  the  sum  of  $13,460,000  had  been  requited,  f  am 
unable  to  perform  the  duties  assigned  me  or  to  keep  in  operation  the 
immense  machinery  of  this  department  if  this  discrimination  is  per- 
sisted in.  I  respectfully  ask  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
requested  (when  all  amounts  required  cannot  be  furnished)  to  sign 
the  warrants  for  each  bureau  within  the  month  in  proportion  to  we 
appropriations  made  by  Congress. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster- General. 
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[iBdonameBL] 

APBIL  15,  1864. 

I  will  see  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy,  and,  besides,  have  an  eye 
to  the  reqnisitions,  with  a  view  to  more  eqaal  distribution. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 


Richmond,  Va.,  AprU  IS,  186J^ 

Governor  T.  H.  Watts, 

Monigomeryy  Ala.: 
Tout  dispatch  of  the  7th  received  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  who  replies  that  the  Department  considers  that  companies  may 
be  at  once  formed  of  all  men  who  have  been  enrolled  under  Generu 
Orders,  No.  33,  and  that  to  hasten  enrollments  rendezvous  may  be 
appointed  at  any  time  within  the  thirty  days  allowed  by  the  law,  but 
that  the  privilege  of  entering  the  reserve  organizations  will  be  last  by 
failure  to  enroll  for  thirty  days  after  the  publication  of  the  order  in 
each  district. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Hkadquabtbbs  AionBS  or  thb  Oonfbderate  States, 

Bichmmid,  AprU  IS,  I864. 

General  J.  £.  Johkston, 

DdUon,  Oa.: 

Gekeral:  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Chief 
of  Ordnance,  to  which  I  invite  your  special  attention  and  beg  that 
yon  will  favor  me  at  an  early  day  with  your  views. 

A  serious  difficulty  not  mentioned  by  this  report  will  soon  arise — 
indeed  is  now  felt — in  regard  to  onr  field  artillery.  The  snpply  of 
faorees  on  tiie  present  extended  scale  cannot  possibly  be  kept  up,  and 
were  the  supply  suflScient  they  cannot  be  foraged  without  endanger^ 
ing  the  subsistence  of  the  troops. 

Will  you  indicate  what  should,  in  your  opinion,  be  the  proportion 
ct  field  artillery  in  an  organized  army? 

I  am,  general,  most  respectful^,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

Genercd. 

[Indoran.] 

Confederate  States  op  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  ,  186i. 

General  Braxton  Bragg: 

General:  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  very  lai^  proportion 
of  artillery  now  in  the  armies  in  the  field. 

The  number  of  pieces  is  as  follow:  (General  Lee's  army  (not  includ- 
ing battalion  of  Washin^n  Artillery  at  Petersburg),  197,  of  which 
about  one-half  are  rifles,  including  eight  20-pounder  Parrotts  and  one 
2-ponnder  Whitworth;  General  I^ngstreet^s  corps,  27,  of  which  four- 
teenare  liflee,  indudingtwo  20-pounder  Parrotts;  General  Johnston's 
army,  123,  of  which  about  one-fifth  are  rifled  pieces;  General  Polk's 
corps,  24,  of  which  sixteen  are  Napoleon  guns  and  three  rifies. 

1  respectfully  submit  that  a  maximum  be  fixed  for  the  artillery,  not 
to  exceed  five  pieces  for  each  brigade  of  iufantiy. 
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Three  pieces  for  every  1,000  men,  for  a  full  organization,  is  the 
largest  allowance  of  modern  equipment.  It  is  possible,  however,  that 
as  the  oi^anizationa  recede  from  their  maximum  of  strength  it  no 
longer  becomes  a  safe  rule  to  apportion  the  artillery  exactly  by  the 
strength  present. 

I  propose,  therefore,  to  apportion  it  by  brigades  or  by  regiments, 
and  as  our  brigades  are  generally  composed  of  five  regiments  and 
scarcely  exceed  2,600  men  now,  and  are  more  probably  reduced  to 
1,500,  five  guns  to  a  brigade  would  be  an  ample  allowance.  Of  ttiese 
one  might  be  reserve. 

The  equipment  of  so  much  artillery  overtaxes  our  means  and  neces- 
sarily renders  the  equipment  of  the  whole  less  complete  than  it  would 
be  if  reduced  to  moderate  limits. 

By  the  rule  suggested,  allowing  twenty  pieces  to  the  division  of 
cavalry,  as  at  present  (quite  too  much),  the  artillery  of  General  Lee 
would  be  reduced  to  about  170,  including  Eshleman  at  Petersburg, 
instead  of  213.  Besides,  an  increase  of  thirty  pieces  has  been  asked 
and  is  preparing  under  the  requisition  of  General  Pendleton,  approved 
by  General  Lee. 

I  earnestly  invite  your  attention  to  the  subject. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GORGAS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Ordnance. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Departhektt, 


General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  3l8t 
ultimo,*  and  am  pleased  to  hear  that  it  is  not  your  desire  to  interfere 
with  the  execution  of  the  conscript  law  through  the  regular  adminis- 
tration of  the  Bureau  here,  but  that  you  seek  only  that  the  military 
police  of  your  department  shall  be  administered  by  yourself.  To  this, 
of  course,  no  objection  can  be  entertained.  The  Conscript  Bureau  may, 
indeed,  give,  as  it  has  been  directed  to  do,  valuable  aid  in  returning  or 
notifying  the  presence  of  deserters  and  stragglers  to  the  commanding 
general ;  but  he  certainly  has  the  power  and  is  at  liberty  to  employ  any 
portion  of  his  command  in  the  arrest  of  deserters  and  stragglers.  Ko 
special  organization  for  such  purpose  can  or  ought,  however,  to  be 
formed  by  him  which  shall  be  composed  of  conscripts,  or  which  will 
prevent  the  regular  organization  under  the  terms  of  the  late  law  of  the 
local  reserve  forces.  When  such  reserves  shall  have  been,  as  they  are 
now  being,  enrolled  and  organized,  companies  of  them,  to  such  extent 
as  may  be  necessary,  are  liable  to  be  called  out  under  the  authority  of 
the  President,  to  be  assigned  to  such  duties. 

It  is  the  contemplation  of  the  President  to  assign  for  each  State  some 
officer  of  rank,  at  least  of  brigadier-general,  who  shall  be  charged  with 
the  duty  of  organizing  the  local  reserves  and  directing  the  calls  for  their 
services  when  needed.  Such  officer  within  the  limits  of  your  depart- 
ment will  probably  be  placed  by  the  President  under  your  general  direc- 
tion, and  through  him  the  companies  of  local  reserves  can  doubtless 
be  commanded  by  you  for  police  purposes. 


Bichmondy  Fa.,  April  J3y  186J^ 


Lieut.  Gen.  L.  Polk, 

Commanding,  d;c.: 


•See  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXII,  Part  lU,  p,  728. 
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I  do  not  see  how  otherwise  such  companies  as  yoa  desire  can  be 
l^ally  provided,  as  the  class  of  exempts  strictly  will  be  entirely  inade- 
quate to  afford  material  for  new  organizations.  The  law,  as  yon  will 
recollect,  places  in  the  military  service  al  1  between  the  ages  of  seventeen 
and  fifty.  Generals  for  the  organization  of  the  reserves  have  not  yet 
been  appointed,  but  the  subject  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  will  doubtless  receive  his  early  action. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  that  I  misapprehended  your  meaning  in  supposing 
that  you  contemplated  recruiting  in  the  border  country  from  stragglers 
and  deserters.  I  concur  with  yon  fully  in  regard  to  the  mischievous 
effects  which  would  follow  from  such  a  course.  Those  mischiefs  have 
been  so  vividly  realized  in  the  border  counties  of  Virginia  and  Ten- 
nessee that  Generals  Lee  and  Johnston  have  urged  earnestly  that  no 
anthorities  whatsoever  for  the  recruitment  of  new  organizations  should 
be  given,  as  it  was  tdmost  impossible  to  prevent  their  being  abused  by 
the  reception  of  those  who  had  stra^led  or  deserted.  It  was  thought, 
too,  that  the  mere  hope  of  being  able  io  join  such  organizations  in  proc- 
ess of  formation  tends  to  produce  restlessness  and  discontent  among 
the  soldiers  in  the  embodied  armies.  In  deference  to  such  opinion  I 
have  revoked  all  authorities  heretofore  granted,  and  am  now  issuing 
none. 

The  imperfect  accounts  which  we  have  received  from  the  border 
counties  of  North  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  East  Louisiana  represent 
the  evils  and  abuses  supposed  to  flow  from  the  allowance  of  such 
authorities  as  prevailing  there  to  a  great  extent.  So  strong  has  been 
the  impression  of  the  P^identon  this  point  that  he  has  just  requested 
Brigadier-General  Ferguson  to  be  sent  to  Mississippi  and  East  Loui- 
siana to  organize  and  bring  under  more  discipline  the  detached  and 
loosely  formed  companies  said  to  be  in  those  districts.  The  presence 
and  authority  of  that  officer,  acting  under  your  command,  will  proba- 
bly enable  you  to  accomplish  the  purpose  you  have  in  view  in  those 
districts  without  the  necessity  of  issuing  new  permits  or  forming  addi- 
tional companies.  Should  it  be  practicable  to  obtain  such  control  over 
the  disputed  districts  as  will  allow  the  regular  enforcement  of  the  con- 
script law,  that  course,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  would  be  more 
satisfactory  to  the  Department,  as  it  would  be  alike  more  equitable  and 
more  beneficial  to  the  service  to  secure  the  men  liable  to  military  serv- 
ice to  the  veteran  rather  than  the  new  organizations.  Still,  if  that  be 
not  practicable,  I  have  such  deference  to  your  Judgment  and  wishes 
as  to  sanction  the  formation  of  new  companies  in  your  department 
when  the  conscript  law  is  uotand  cannot  be  enforced.  I  rely,  however, 
on  the  exercise  of  this  power  with  caution  and  due  consideration  for 
the  avowed  policy  of  the  Bepartment  to  prefer  the  regular  enforcement 
of  the  conscript  system. 

Very  respectfully,  yours. 


Maj.  N.  S.  Walker, 

Agent,  Saint  George's,  Bermuda: 

Sir:  There  is  a  lot  of  machinery  at  Bermuda  belonging  to  this 
department  and  intended  for  the  manufacture  of  ambulances,  Ac, 
which,  with  the  material  accompanying  it,  it  is  of  preat  importance  to 
receive.    A  portion,  too,  of  the  cargo  of  the  Pnncesse  Royale,  the 


JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  April  IS,  I864. 
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shoes  and  doths,  are  greats  needed.  The  pressure  for  blankets  has 
ceased  for  the  present.  If  arrangements  cannot  be  made  to  ship  the 
articles  wanted  at  a  very  early  day  direct  to  Wilmington  from  Ber- 
muda, I  have  to  request  that  you  will  immediately  forward  the  same 
to  Nassau,  from  which  point  there  is  no  difficulty  in  securing  freight 
room.  You  can  do  the  same  with  regard  to  any  other  supplies  belong- 
ing to  this  department  that  may  hereafter  reach  Bermuda,  where 
they  are  likely  to  meet  with  unreasonable  detention.  I  understand 
that  there  are  fair  facilities  for  reshipping  to  Nassau,  and  I  presume 
the  chaises  are  moderate  between  that  point  and  Bermuda. 

Your  duplicate  accounts  (vouchers  withheld)  forwarded  by  the  City 
of  Petersburg  have  been  received.  They  show  that  over  £5,600  has 
been  drawn  for  by  you  against  the  funds  of  this  department.  Please 
write  at  an  early  day  and  explain  the  nature  of  some  of  the  disburse- 
ments. But  one  lot  of  supplies,  some  1,500  pair  shoes,  hare  been 
received  through  you  from  Bermuda.  The  draft  in  favor  of  William- 
son was  given  at  a  time  when  this  department  had  no  funds  abroad, 
and  it  was  not  intended  that  the  Ordnance  Bureau  should  be  reim- 
bursed in  sterling.  The  Secretary  of  War,  in  fatet,  had  directed  the 
amount  to  be  paid  here.  These  items,  with  the  freight  chains  on  65 
B.  C. ,  are  the  only  ones  about  which  this  department  knows  anything. 
The  pay  of  signal  officers  at  Bermuda  is  hardly  chargeable  to  this 
department,  especially  as  at  that  point  next  to  nothing  in  the  way  of 
quartermaster's  stores  has  been  received.  These  explanations  are,  of 
course,  only  desired  with  a  view  to  adjusting  these  expenditures  as 
between  the  bureaus  chargeable. 


P.  S. — ^Beshipments  to  Nassau  will  not,  of  course,  be  desirable  at 
any  time  when  the  vessels  engaged  in  the  trade  may  be  diverted  to 
Bermuda,  by  reason  of  the  establishment  of  quarantine  as  to  such  as 
oome  from  Nassau. 


Colin  J.  McRae, 

Financial  Agent  Confederate  StateSy  Paris : 

Sir:  Yours  of  25th  December  advising  me  that  you  had  advanced 
£50,000  to  Major  Ferguson  has  been  received.  I  am  gratified  to  see 
from  the  contents  of  this  letter,  as  also  from  one  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that  yon  are  fairly  impressed  wilji  the  importance 
of  responding  liberally  to  the  wants  of  this  braneh  of  the  service. 
Until  recently  it  has  drawn  nothing  from  abroad,  and  its  losses  by 
capture  have  been  so  heavy  during  tiiis  winter  that  it  still  requires,  I 
can  assure  you,  all  the  aid  that  can  be  extended. 

The  demand  for  shoes  will  soon  be  greater  than  ever,  when  our 
armies  resume  active  operations,  and  the  limited  quantity  of  wool 
in  this  region  of  country  compels  me  to  look  abroad  for  material  for 
clothing.  The  only  relief  that  spring  brings  is  in  the  item  of  blankets, 
and  even  these  will  have  to  be  accumulated  during  the  summer  and 
fall  for  next  winter's  use.  I  regret,  therefore,  that  Major  Ferguson 
was  disappointed  in  the  receipt  of  £25,000,  for  which  a  draft  was 
remitted,  but  at  the  same  time  I  feel  confident  that  you  will  oontinae 
to  aid  him,  as  you  have  done  in  the  past,  to  the  full  extent  of  your 
power. 


A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quariermaater-Gerierai. 


Richmond,  AprU  13,  1864. 
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To  meet  the  indebtedness  of  Major  Waller  at  Nassau  I  was  com- 
pelled, with  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  appeal  to  yoa 
for  assistance.  The  Commissary,  Ordnance,  and  Mining  and  Niter 
Bureaus  have  now,  and  have  had  for  some  months  past,  1,500  tons 
of  freight  awaiting  shipment  at  Bermuda,  so  they  would  appear  to 
need  shipping  facilities  rather  than  funds  to  purchase  supplies. 
The  supplies  of  this  department  have  been  drawn  through  Nassau, 
where  no  delay  has  been  encountered.  There  is  nothing  tiiere  await- 
ing shipment,  but,  on  the  contrary,  an  indebtedness  of  near^  £10,000 
for  stores  lov^  since  forwarded. 


GSNBRAL  OBDBRS,  )         ANT.  AND  INSP.  GBNERAL'S  OFFICE, 


I.  At  the  end  of  each  month  monthly  inspection  reports,  in  accord- 
ance wiUi  forms  last  fnniished,  will  be  forwarded  to  this  office  from 
the  headquarters  of  the  different  Confederate  States  armies.  These 
reports  to  embrace  all  troops,  of  all  arms,  serving  with  each  army. 
The  cover  of  all  documents  relating  to  inspection  duties  will  be 
marked  on  the  upper  left-hand  corner,  ''Inspecting  Department." 

II.  To  secure  more  full  and  complete  information  to  this  depart- 
ment, army  inspectors  will  forward,  with  their  own  reports,  those  of 
cori>s,  division,  and  brigade  inspectors,  indorsing  the  latter  with  such 
remarks  as  will  indicate  changes  which  have  occurred  since  previous 
reportSj  or  give  a  more  clear  and  full  idea  of  the  condition  of  the 
Army  and  we  relative  e£9cien^  of  its  different  oi^nizations  and 
their  commanders. 

III.  Thorough  in^>eotions,  under  arms,  of  all  troops  of  the  armies 
will  be  made  by  the  inspectors  of  the  different  commands  with  which 
they  are  respectively  serving,  as  follows:  Tri-monthly  of  brigades, 
semi-monthly  of  divisions,  and  monthly  of  corps.  Inspectors  at  army 
headquarters  will  inspect  monthly  so  much  of  the  army  as  their  other 
duties  will  permit,  stating  in  their  reports  the  extent  of  such  personal 
inspections.  To  avoid  harassing  the  troops  by  too  frequent  inspec- 
tions, the  ranking  Inspectors  will  inspect,  when  practicable,  at  the 
same  time  with  the  subordinate  inspectors  and  at  the  stated  periods 
of  their  inspections.  At  all  inspections  the  ranking  inspector  will  be 
accompanied  and  assisted  by  his  subordinates  of  the  commands 
inspected — for  example,  the  corps  inspector  by  the  inspectors  of  the 
division  and  of  the  brigade  to  be  inspected. 

IV.  The  requisite  inspection  blanks  will  be  furnished  from  this 
office  upon  timely  requisitions,  the  receipt  of  which  will  be  acknowl- 
edged by  army  inspectors,  who  will  look  to  their  proper  distribution. 

v.  The  commander  of  each  army  will  have  a  report  of  all  inspect- 
ors serving  with  it  forwarded  to  this  office,  giving  their  names  in  full, 
their  rank,  and  the  command  with  which  they  are  serving, 

VI.  The  following  is  substituted  for  paragraph  V,  General  Orders, 
No.  36,  current  series,  which  is  hereby  revoked:  Officers  of  the  Con- 
scription Bureau  will  send  to  the  general  commanding  the  army  or 
department  in  which  the  commands  captured  last  served  such  officers 
and  men  belonging  to  them  as  have  themselves  escaped  capture.  The 
general  commanding  will  assign  them  temporarily  to  depleted  organi- 
zt^ons,  or  such  other  duty  as  he  may  direct. 

VII.  Paragraph  11,  Ctoneral  Orders,  No.  86, 1863,  is  modified  to  this 
extent:  The  minimum  number  prescribed  by  law  for  a  company  of 


A.  R,  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster-  Oeneral. 


No.  42. 
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infantty  is  sixty-four  privates;  for  a  company  of  cavalry,  sixty 
privates. 

VIII.  Soldiers  over  the  age  of  forty-five  years  will  be  discharged 
from  service  in  the  Army  at  the  expiration  of  their  present  term  of 
enlistment.  Those  under  eighteen  years  will  also  be  discharged  in 
like  manner  when  the  enlistment  expires,  unless  they  are  at  that  time 
liable  to  conscription. 

IX.  Paragraph  IV,  General  Orders,  No.  34,  and  paragraph  I,  Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  37,1864,arethusmodified:  Medical  examining  boards 
will  forward  the  original  applications  of  ofi&cers  (who  desire  to  be 
retired  under  the  act  to  provide  an  invalid  corps)  and  their  certificates 
to  the  general  commanding  the  army  or  department  to  which  the  offi- 
cers belong.  The  general  commanding  will  forward  them,  with  an 
indorsement  of  his  opinion  in  each  case,  through  the  Sut^^n-General 
to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General.  Certificates  of  retirement  of 
officers  will  be  issued  only  from  this  of^ce. 

X.  All  authorities  heretofore  given  to  raise  troops,  or  to  recmit  for 
any  particular  command,  are  hereby  revoked. 

XI.  The  ordnance  deiwt  at  Savannah  (heretofore  regarded  as  a  field 
depot,  and  under  the  command  of  the  district  commander),  having 
assumed  the  proportions  of  an  arsenal,  will  hereafter  be  designated  as 
the  Savannah  Arsenal,"  and,  like  other  arsenals,  will  be  subject  to 
the  supervision  of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  Richmond,  to  whom  its 
commanding  officer  will  report  directly. 

XII.  Officers  to  whom  soldiera  on  detached  or  detailed  du^  report 
will  take  possession  of  their  descriptive  lists,  and,  in  accordance  wiUi 
instructions  thereon  given,  will  prepare  and  certify  to  the  muster- 
rolls,  upon  which  they  receive  the  pay  due  them.  Payments  will  be 
made  such  soldiers,  when  in  the  field,  at  the  end  of  every  two  months; 
when  at  posts,  at  the  end  of  each  month.  Upon  these  rolls  annual 
settlements  of  clothing  accounts  may  be  made  with  soldiers  on  detailed 
duty  at  posts. 

XIII.  To  prevent  their  detention  on  theirway  home,  soldiers  leaving 
the  Army  on  furlough  of  indulgence  will,  instead  of  being  furnished 
with  descriptive  lists,  be  paid  at  their  commands  to  the  close  of  the 
month  preceding  the  dates  of  their  furloughs,* upon  detached  rolls, 
signed  by  their  company  commanders. 

XIV.  Sick  or  wounded  men  sent  to  hospitals  will  be  paid  as  hereto- 
fore, upon  hospital  muster  and  pay  rolls.  Those  who,  on  account  of 
wounds  or  ill-health,  are  permitted  to  go  to  their  homes  may  be  paid 
upon  descriptive  Usta  by  the  nearest  quutermaster  or  assistant  quar- 
termaster. 

XV.  When  soldiers  are  ordered  to  rejoin  their  commands,  officers 
with  whom  they  have  been  on  duty,  sui^eons  in  charge  of  hospitals 
of  which  they  have  been  inmates,  and  quartermasters  and  assistant 
quartermasters  paying  those  sick  and  wounded  at  home  will  (after 
carefully  noting  upon  their  d^criptive  lists  payments  made  to  them) 
return  such  soldiers  their  descriptive  lista,  to  be  delivered  to  their 
company  commander,  and  will  also  transmit,  through  the  general 
commanding  the  army  to  which  they  belong,  dnplioatos  of  the  same 
to  the  latter. 

X  VI.  The  following  acta  of  Congress  are  published  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Army : 

AN  ACT  to  provide  compenaatlon  for  officer*  who  may  heretoAtre  have  performed  staff  dot;  under 

orders  of  tbeir  aapenor  officers. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  Stcites  of  America  do  enact.  That  when  any 
oflBoer  or  private  of  any  le^EiUy  constituted  military  oi^nizaticm  may  have  here- 
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iabae,  Xny  order  of  his  proper  sapetior  officer,  performed  any  staff  duty  apivopri- 
ate  to  such  comiiiand,  he  shall  oe  entitled  to  receive  pav  for  the  time  he  was  so 
engaged  in  the  discharge  of  such  duties:  Provided,  That  there  was  not  then 
present  fit  for  duty  any  officer  duly  appt^ted  for  the  discharge  d  the  same. 
Approved  February  11, 1864. 

AH  ACT  to  proTlde  totMcoo  for  the  Amy. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  there  shall  be 
furnished  to  every  enlisted  man  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  one  ration 
of  tobacco,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  establish. 

Approved  February  17,  1864. 

XVII.  The  Oommissaiy  Department  will  cany  out  the  provisions 
of  the  above  act  in  providing  and  issuing  tobacco  to  enlisted  men. 
The  ration  is  fixed  at  three-qoiurters  of  a  pound  per  month. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adffuiant  and  Iii^tector  General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Abjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  87.         f  Richmond,  AprU  U,  186J^. 

*  «*«**« 

n.  Col.  W.  H.  Fowler  being  commissioned  as  superintendent  of 
army  records  for  the  State  of  Alabama  and  as  agent  to  adjust  the 
claims  of  deceased  soldiers  from  that  State,  commanding  officers  of  the 
armies  in  which  Alabama  troops  may  be  serving  are  requested  to 
afford  to  him  such  facilities  in  the  discbarge  of  his  duties  (as  set 
forth  in  the  subjoined  ciroular)  as  may  not  conflict  with  the  interests 
of  the  service. 

Offiok  SuPKBomNDKNT  or  Abhy  Rboobdb,  State  of  Ai^bama, 

January  £5,  IS64. 

Thk  Oftioebs  and  Soldiebs  and  Others  intkrbsted  herein  prom  the  State 
OF  Alabama  : 

The  L^iislatnre  of  Alabama  at  its  recent  session  instmcted  the  Governor  to 
aimoint  a  snperintendent  of  army  records  to  ascertain  the  names,  rank,  organi- 
sacions,  and  nets  concerning  troops  from  the  State  that  have  been  or  may  here- 
after be  muatered  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  that  the  same  may 
be  compiled  into  an  historical  record,  to  be  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the  State, 
tor  the  Den^t  and  satisfaction  of  the  living,  as  a  grateful  tribute  to  the  memory 
(tf  the  dead,  and  as  a  welcome  presentation  to  our  poetmity,  who,  in  freedom 
hereafter,  will  proudly  hail  this  glorious  roll  of  the  patriot  sons  of  Alabama. 

I  am  en^^agea  in  this  work ;  bat  the  difficulties  in  my  way  are  serious,  owing  to 
the  delay  in  its  commencement,  the  sad  want  of  systematic  records,  the  imperfect 
returns  to  the  War  Department^^he  loss  of  rolls,  and  the  numerous  changes  and 
vicissitudes  of  organizations.  The  work  is,  however,  eminently  worthy  to  be 
attempted,  and  the  purpose  of  the  Le^slature  in  ordering  it  is  highly  commend- 
able. I  ther^ore  earnestly  requrat  all  c^flcers  and  soldiers  tram,  the  State,  the 
relatives  and  friends  of  those  who  have  died  or  fallen  in  the  field,  and  all  parties 
interested  herein  to  aid  me  promptly  and  vigoronsly  in  obtaining  the  informa- 
tion required. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  all  commanding  officers  of  companies,  battalions,  regi- 
ments, and  batteries  from  Alabama  shall  forward  to  me  forthwith  complete  lists 
from  the  banning,  in  the  nature  of  muster-rolls,  of  the  men  and  officers  of  their 
respective  commands,  showing  the  name,  rank,  age,  description,  residence,  place, 
date,  and  term  of  enlistment ;  when,  where,  and  how  service  terminated ;  meri- 
torious facts  [acts}  of  individuals  OTOXKanizationa;  alterations  and  changes  in 
commands  or  officers ;  notes  of  snch  as  oave  been  wounded,  captured,  died  from 
disease,  or  killed,  and  when  and  where ;  promotions,  resignations,  discharges, 
transfers,  permanent  desertions,  and  such  succinct  narrative  of  organization, 
service,  marches,  battles,  incidents,  &c. ,  as  may  be  essential  for  perfect  record ; 
and  of  organizations  that  have  been  merged  into  others  or  broken  up  from  any 
cause.  I  will  be  glad  to  receive  information  from  any  souroe  that  will  facilitate 
investigation. 
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I  also  request  all  commanders  of  companlee  to  Bend  me  fnll  descriptive  Bate  of 
dead,  to  aid  me  in  the  perfonnanoe  of  other  important  dntiee  wiA  which  I 
am  charged  in  Bettling  claims  of  deceased  soldiers. 

Surgeons  and  chaplains  can  assist  me  materially  by  fnmishiiiK  snoh  memo- 
randa as  they  can  procure  of  Alabama  troops,  deaths  in  hospitals,  &o. 

Names  and  facts  sent  to  me  by  tiie  reLatiTOB  or  inttanate  frirads  cf  deoeaaed 
soldieTB  will  be  very  valuable. 

It  is  my  intentioiL  to  visit  our  various  organizations  personally ;  but  tiiis  may 
be  impossible  in  many  instances,  and  will  consume  much  time,  so  that  1  &gain 
urge  commanders  to  assist  me  by  the  prompt  preparation  and  remittance  of  the 
lists  above  described.  Such  record  as  is  designed  is  due  to  our  soldiers— will  be 
serviceable  to  them,  to  their  representatives,  and  to  the  State,  and  I  confidently 
expect  the  cordial  aid  indicated  above. 

Let  each  Alabamian  into  whose  hands  this  cironlar  may  fall  consider  faimBelf 
as  personally  addressed,  and  set  about  immediatialy  to  fOTward  the  matter  pre- 
sented, and  I  also  reqnest  every  officer  of  all  grades  and  branches  of  the  service 
from  our  State  to  send  me  Us  address  (auK^raphio),  rank,  looatlon,  Ac,  tax 
preservaticu,  reference,  and  corxeepondenoe  whoi  neoessary. 

Address: 

W.  H.  FOWLBE, 

Colond,  Bienmond,  Va. 

III.  CoL  W.  H.  Fowler,  agent  for  the  State  of  Alabama  for  records, 
&c.y  will  be  allowed  by  commissaries  of  subsistence  to  purchase  such 
rations  as  an  officer  of  his  grade  in  the  field  is  entitl^  to.  He  will 
be  afforded  transportation  to  the  various  armies  in  the  field  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  as  State  agent. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Ac^utant-Oenend. 


Heai>quarters  Armies  of  thk  Ck)NFEi>EBATB  States, 

Eichnumd,  April  U,  I864. 

General  Samuel  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond: 

General:  I  have  just  addressed,  this  date,  to  the  Commissary- 
General  a  note,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

Headquabtbbs  Abmirs  of  the  G(»nrBDERATB  States, 

Btchmond,  April  14, 1864. 

Gol.  L.  B.  NcHn-HBOp, 

Commisaary-OeMrdlj  Hichmond: 
Got/>NBli:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Preddent 
that  fhe  present  arrangement  of  paying  toll,  in  grain,  to  Uie  mills  for  grindhig 
our  m«u  or  flour  in  the  Department  of  Henrico  be  discontinued  immiediatehr; 
and  that  the  whole  of  the  sapplies  received  shall  be  devoted  to  the  use  of  the 
troops. 

This  has  become  a  military  necessity  and  admits  of  no  delay  in  its  execution. 
This  note  is  addressed  you  as  immediate  information.  An  appropriate  order 
>ur  anthwity  will  be  issued  to  yon  fnnn  tiie  Adjntant  and  bispeotor  General's 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTON  BRAOO, 

Oeneral. 

I  respectfully  request  that  you  cause  the  appropriate  order  to  issue 
immediately  to  the  Commissary-General  so  as  to  arrest  at  once  the 
operation  of  the  arrangement  which  the  President  desires  to  have 
terminated. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTOK  BRAGG, 

Chneral 
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Richmond,  Va.,  April  IS84, 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  inolosed  letters  to  you  of  Mr. 
McRae,  of  12th  and  19th  of  February  last.*  They  were  referred  to 
me  by  you  for  examination,  and  I  beg  to  report  as  follows: 

On  14th  of  September  last  Mr.  McRae  wrote  that  he  had  advanced 
for  the  War  Bepai*traent,  out  of  the  Erlanger  loan,  £544,976  5d.,  and 
requested  that  warrants  to  cover  said  advance  be  promptly  forwarded 
to  him. 

It  would  seem  that  the  above  advance  was  for  the  various  bureaus 
in  these  proportions: 

Ordnance  Department   167,044   17  7 

Qaartermaster's  Department   156,190    6  1 

Medical  Department    23, 663    5  11 

CommisBary  Department   32, 500    0  0 

Qoartennaflter  md  CommiaBary  (for  Crenahaw,  ateriing)   55,000    0  0 

Awnsportation    iflO,S78  10  10 

Total     544,976    0  6 

The  last  item  includes  transportation  from  England  to  the  islands, 
purchase  of  stores,  &c. 

In  accordance  with  Mr.  McBae's  request,  on  Both  of  November  last 
warrants  were  forwarded  him  hy — 

Ordnance  Department  for   100.000    0  0 

QaartermaBter'e  Department  for   156,190    9  1 

Qoartennaster  and  Commissary  jc^ntly  for   66,000    0  0 

Total   311,190    8  1 

And  he  was  informed  that  the  deficit  of  £233,785  148.  4d.  would  be 
covered  as  soon  as  the  appropriations  of  the  bureaus  on  this  side 
permitted. 

Now,  in  addition  to  the  £544,976  5d.  which  Mr.  McRae  had  already 
advanced,  it  was  understood  that  the  War  Department  was  still 
entitled  to  £262,500  out  of  the  Erlanger  loan.  After  consultation 
with  the  chiefs  of  bureaus  yon  apportioned  out  this  amount  as 
follows: 

QtiartennaBtRr*B  D^rtment  £86,000 

Ordnance  DeMrtment   55, 500 

Commissary  Department   40, 000 

Medical  Department   80, 000 

Niteruid  Mining  Department  ^   40,000 

Engineer  Departaneml   18,000 

Total   863,600 

From  Mr.  McRae's  letter  and  statements  it  appears  that  all  the 
bureaus  except  the  Engineer  have  forwarded  warrants  for  the  amounts 
to  which  they  were  entitled  under  the  above  apportionment.  The  war- 
rants of  the  Ordnance,  Medical,  and  Niter  Bureaus  were  all  in  favor 
of  Major  Hnse,  and  seem  to  have  been  used  by  Mr.  McRae  to  cover 
the  advance  under  which  he  still  was  to  — — . 

This  use  of  these  warrants  reduces  the  deficit  of  £233,785  148.  4d. 
to  £108,285  14s.  4d.    Since  letter  of  14th  of  September  last  Mr.  McRae 


See  McRae  to  Seddon,  and  incloenre,  pp.  164, 166. 
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appears  further  to  have  furnished  the  War  Department  with  jC52,8^ 
48.  Id.,  and  to  have  received  from  it  in  the  shape  of  warrants  and 
bonds  £52,476 15s.  (see  statement  covered  by  his  letter  of  19th  of  Feb- 
mary),  so  that  he  is  at  present  onder  actual  advance  to  it  of  £108,629 
38.  5d. 

Major  Ferguson  still  has  a  claim  of  £35,000 on  Mr.  McRae,  as  £50,000 
only  nave  yet  been  paid  him  on  his  warrant  for  £85,000. 
•  Mr.  W.  G.  Crenshaw  holds  the  Commissary  warrant  for  £40,000, 

which  Mr.  McRae  cannot  honor. 

If  the  Engineer  Bureau  has  drawn  for  its  £12,000  the  warrant  had 
not  appeared  at  date  of  Mr.  McRae's  letter  and  statement. 

Major  Waller,  of  Quartermaster's  Department,  has  drawn  for 
£20,000,  and  the  drafts  have  been  accepted  by  Mr.  McRae. 

Major  Huse  informs  Mr.  McRae  that  he  owes  £129,593  12s.  4d. 

The  sum  total  of  all  this  is  that  Mr.  McRae  is  under  advance  to  the 
War  Department  £128,629  3s.  5d.,  including  the  accepted  drafts,  and 
that  the  agents  of  the  various  bureaus  hold  warrants  on  him  for 
£89,000}  including  the  £12,000  of  Engineer  Bureau,  which  I  presume 
has  been  drawn  for. 

These  are  the  facts  of  the  account  between  the  War  Department 
and  Mr.  McRae.  The  accounts  cannot  be  thoroughly  adjusted  until 
it  is  definitely  ascertained  how  much  the  War  Department  is  to  get 
out  of  the  Erlanger  loan.  A  second  question  will  then  arise,  the 
apportionment  of  this  amount  between  the  various  bureaus  and  the 
settlement  of  accounts  between  them.  The  funds  of  the  one  have, 
it  would  seem,  been  used  to  meet  the  liabilities  of  the  other. 

Assuming  that  the  share  of  the  War  Department  out  of  the  Er- 
langer loan  is  £807,476  5d.,  the  accounts  between  the  varions  buzeans 
may  be  adjusted  as  follows: 

A       B.  d. 

The  Ordnance  Department  to  draw  for   187, 633  8  5 

The  Medical  Department  to  draw  for   23,682  5  11 

Commiasary  Department  (now  Ordnance  Department)   22, 500  0  0 

Total   288,785  U  4 

This  will  exactly  cover  the  deficit  (see  eighth  line,  second  page) 
uncovered  by  warrants  out  of  original  advance  of  £544,976  5d.  and 
leave  the  £262,500  additional  to  be  used  by  the  various  bureaus 
according  to  apportionment. 

As  Major  Waller,  of  Quartermaster's  Department,  has  drawn  for 
£20,000  more  than  justified  by  the  apportionment  made  here,  it 
becomes  a  question  whether  this  amount  should  not  be  credited  Mr. 
McRae  on  the  £80,000  warrant  held  by  Major  Ferguson,  and  on  which 
£50,000  have  already  been  credited. 

Your  obedient  servant,  verj'  respectfully, 

THOS.  L.  BAYNE, 

LUmtenant- Colonel,  &c. 

The  above  sum  of  £22,500  has  been  reimbursed  to  the  Ordnance 
Department  here,  and  therefore  should  be  covered  by  the  draft  of 
that  Bureau.  The  above  arrangement  charges  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment with  the  whole  1120,578  10s.  lOd.  for  transportation. 


Digitized  by 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES. 


303 


EXECimVB  Dbpartment, 

Tallahassee,  April  1364. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  £.  Brown, 

Governor  of  Georgia: 
Dear  Sir  :  I  received  from  you  by  telegraph  the  following  oommn- 

nication : 

MiLLBDOETILLE,  Ga.,  April  IS,  1864, 
The  Confederate  Gh)venimeiit  refnsee  to  permit  the  States  to  export  their  own 
inrodncts  upon  their  own  ships,  nnlees  they  will  allow  that  Government  to  occnpy 
naif  the  room  of  the  vessel.   Will  you  unite  with  me  and  other  Gtovemors  in 
asking  Congress  when  it  assembles  to  remove  the  restriction  ? 

I  promised  by  telegraph  a  reply  by  letter.  Most  respectfully  I 
decline  to  \inite  with  you  and  other  Governors  in  asking  Congress  to 
legislate  upon  the  subject.  I  am  not  sensible  of  the  political  pro- 
priety of  the  Governor  of  a  State,  or  the  Governors  of  States,  asking 
Congress  to  legislate  upon  that  or  any  other  subject.  My  judgment 
does  not  approve  of  any  direct  attempt  by  persuasion  or  otherwise  to 
be  made  by  the  Governor  of  a  State,  or  the  Governors  of  States,  to 
influence  the  legislation  of  Congress.  Whenever  the  acts  of  Congress 
shall  be  considered  injurious  to  any  one  of  the  States,  or  Congress 
shall  fail  to  legislate  wisely  upon  subjects  intrusted  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Confederate  States  to  its  legislation,  exclusive  of  the  right 
of  legislation  by  the  States  severally,  joint  resolutions  by  the  General 
Assembly,  approved  by  the  Governor  of  one  State  (or  more  States), 
iostmcting  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  the  State  in  Con- 
(Cress,  seem  to  me  to  be  more  consistent  with  the  sovereignty  and  dig- 
nity of  the  State;  more  probable  to  command  respect,  and  better 
adapted  to  the  government  of  the  State  as  well  as  the  GoTemment  of 
the  Confederate  States. 

It  is  true  that  Congress  is  expected  to  be  in  session  prior  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  State,  or  of  Georgia,  but  is  it  not  prudent 
to  defer  any  anticipated  benefit  from  the  legislation  which  you  would 
snggest,  rather  than  unauthorized  by  any  precedent  in  a  matter  of 
doubtful  political  propriety  to  attempt,  as  you  propose,  to  influence 
the  l^slation  of  Congress?  Permit  me  in  candor  to  say,  and  most 
respectfully,  that  I  am  not  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  any  further 
legislation  of  Congress  upon  the  subject. 

The  act  of  Congress,  approved  February  6,  1864,  and  the  regu- 
lations to  carry  it  into  effect,  approved  March  5,  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States,  impose  no  restrictions  "upon  the  Confederate  States,  or  any 
one  of  them,  from  exporting  any  of  the  articles  enumerated  in  the 
act  on  their  own  account,  nor  is  a  bond  required  of  the  State  in  any 
ease." 

I  apprehend  that  if  each  of  the  States  should  undertake  to  supply 
the  wants  of  their  citizens  respectively,  whether  in  military  service  or 
at  home,  the  result  would  be  alike  disastrous  to  the  Confederate 
States  and  the  several  States. 

The  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  has  better  recognized 
advantages  and  superior  facilities  to  provide  for  the  armies  in  service 
than  any  one  of  the  States,  and  to  supply  the  wants  of  citizens  not 
connected  with  the  Army,  if  their  necessities  can  only  be  supplied  by 
traflBc  with  the  citizens  of  foreign  nations,  it  is  better  to  rely  upon 
individual  enterprise  than  upon  the  respective  State  authorities. 

Might  not  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  States,  separately,  to  relieve 
the  neoeesitieB  of  the  armies  and  citizens  by  trade  with  citizens  of 
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foreign  nations  destroy  the  confidence  and  respect  whicli  those  nations 
entertain  for  the  ability  of  the  Confederate  States  as  belligerents 
under  a  government  of  their  own  choice;  embarrass  Congress  under 
the  obligations  imposed  by  the  Constitution  to  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defense  and  carry  on  the  GoTemment  of  the  Comfedeiate  States; " 
cause  our  armies  and  citizens  to  suffer,  and  eudtmger  tiie  stability  of 
the  Confederate  Government,  if  not  entirely  destroy  it,  by  a  s^iara- 
tionof  the  States? 

The  safety  of  the  people  and  preservation  of  their  rights  under  the 
Government  of  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  States,  confederated 
for  mutual  protection,  demand  the  utmost  confidence  and  generous 
support  of  the  State  governments  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Confed- 
erate Government  in  the  execution  of  sacred  trusts  which  have  been 
confided  to  it.  It  is  best,  therefore,  where  it  can  be  honorably  done, 
to  avoid  all  conflicts  and  competition  between  the  State  and  Confed- 
erate authorities  for  political  power,  or  commercial  privileges,  at  all 
events  during  the  existing  war.  When  the  independence  of  the  Coa- 
federate  States  shall  have  been  achieved  and  recognized  by  otiier 
powers,  and  the  din  of  war  shall  have  ceased,  the  rights  of  the  States 
and  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  Confederate  Government  will  be 
adjusted  by  an  intelligent,  brave,  and  free  people,  to  secure  the 
enjoyment  of  civil  liberty  to  themselv^  and  their  poeterii^. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be^  very  respectfully, 


Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Lloyds  Post-Officey  Essex  County y  Va.: 

Mt  Dear  Sir:  I  have  your  note  of  the  11th  with  its  incl<»ures.* 
I  have  not  been  nnmindftil  of  the  necessity  for  prompt  action  in  the 
matter  to  which  yon  refer,  and  have  made  attempts  to  engage  for  the 
service  in  Canada  several  gentlemen  deemed  competent,  but  they 
have  declined  for  various  reasons.  The  subject  is  too  delicate  to  per- 
mit my  entering  into  details  until  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.  I 
confine  myself  to  saying  that  two  persons  specially  qualified  are  now 
on  their  way  here  from  the  south,  and  I  have  reason  to  hope  they 
will  departon  the  duty  intrusted  to  them  in  a  few  days.  One  of  them, 
the  general  agent,  is  well  known  to  you.  I  think  our  friend,  whoso 
letter  yon  inclosed,  ought  not  to  expect  any  further  action  in  his 
favor  at  present.  Yon  are  aware  that  the  business  in  which  he  is 
now  engaged  was  not  suggested  by  me,  but  was  devised  by  himself 
as  offering  a  provision  which  he  represented  as  perfectly  satisfactory. 
X  understood  that  he  would  rely  on  his  success  for  remuneration,  and 
was  so  confident  of  the  result  as  to  declare  distinctly  that  if  his 
expenses  were  paid  he  would  ask  nothing  more.  A  eonsiderable  sum 
has  been  spent  in  affording  him  the  opportunity,  and  he  now  seems 
not  to  have  proceeded  beyond  Halifax  before  indicating  a  doubt  of 
success.  I  cannot  appoint  a  consul  there,  as  he  could  not  get  an 
exequatur,  or  commercial  agent,  as  none  is  required;  and  do  not  see 
that  anything  further  can  now  be  done  for  him,  although  quite  dis- 
posed to  render  him  any  proper  service,  as  well  as  anxious  to  oblige 
you. 


JOHN  MHiTON, 

Governor  of  Florida, 


BiCHHOND,  Va.,  AprU  24, 1964. 


*Not  fomid. 
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I  had  previously  heard  of  oar  soldiers  who  had  songht  refuge  in 
Canada,  after  escaping  from  captivity^  and  have  made  provisions  to 
aid  their  return  to  the  Confederate  States.  Will  you  not  be  here 
before  the  meeting  of  Congress? 

As  ever,  vel^  truly,  your  friend, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


C1RCUI.AB)  Confederate  States  of  Aubrica, 

V   War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 
Ko.  16.    )  Richmtrnd,  To.,  April  IS,  1864* 

The  dreular  issued  from  this  Bureau  on  the  10th  day  of  October, 
1863,  directing  enrolling  officers  to  "  respect  the  certificates  of  agents 
authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  given  to  persons  engaged  in 
the  construction  of  ships,  gdn-boats,  engines,  sails,  or  other  articles 
necessary  to  the  public  defense  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,"  is  hereby  revoked,  and  in  future  no  such  certificate 
will  be  resi)ected.  Hereafter  details  for  such  service  will  be  governed 
by  the  regulations  pertaining  to  details  for  service  iu  the  other 
departments. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Preston,  superintendent: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 


Circttlar)  Confederate  States  of  America, 

'  >    War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

No.  17.    )  Richmond,  Fa.,  April  16,  I864. 

Persons  detailed  for  bureau  service  in  accordance  with  special 
instructions  from  the  War  Department  should  not  be  disturbed  by 
the  officers  of  conscription.  The  orders  for  the  reduction  of  the 
details  are  addressed  to  the  chiefs  of  the  bureaus,  and  the  reductions 
are  to  be  made  by  them  and  under  their  directions.  It  is  only  when 
the  details  are  terminated  that  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Bureau  attaches 
to  such  persons  so  as  to  authorize  their  removal.  Upon  any  such 
case  oommg  to  the  knowledge  of  enrolling  officers  they  should  report 
the  fact  for  action  by  the  war  Department,  giving  in  full  all  tiie 
circnmstanoes  of  the  case  that  can  be  collected. 
By  order  ot  Colonel  Preston,  superintendent: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
Assistant  Ad^viant-  GeneraL 


-<teneraI/  Orders,  }       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  43.         f  Richmondy  AprU  16,  1864. 

I.  By  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  to  impose 
regulations  upon  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  Confederate  States  to 
provide  for  the  common  defense,"  approved  17th  of  February,  1864, 
the  exportation  of  cotton,  tobacco,  military  and  naval  stores,  sugar, 
molasses,  and  rice  from  the  Confederate  States,  except  under  such 
uniform  regulations  as  might  be  made  by  the  President,  was  prohib- 
ited; and  the  President  was  authorized  to  employ  any  portion  of  the 
military  and  naval  forces  of  the  Confederacy  in  order  to  prevent  the 
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departure  of  any  vessels  or  vehicles  that  might  be  employed  in  carry- 
ing ou  a  commerce  in  these  articles  contrary  to  law. 

II.  The  commanding  generals  of  departments  and  districts  will 
issue  orders  and  instructions  to  their  officers  that  whenever  it  shall 
reasonably  appear  that  any  vessel  or  vehicle  has  been  laden,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  with  any  of  the  said  articles  for  exportation  or  conveyance 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  Confederacy,  or  to  any  place  within  the  Con- 
federacy not  under  the  control  of  their  civil  or  military  authorities, 
and  whenever  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  any  of  the  articles  afore- 
said have  been  so  laden,  or  have  been  collected  at  any  place  of  deposit 
with  a  view  to  exportation  or  conveyance  beyond  the  limits  or  lines 
aforesaid,  to  seize  and  detain  the  same,  with  the  vehicles,  teams,  and 
slaves  employed,  that  investigation  may  be  had  according  to  the  con- 
ditions of  the  act  aforesaid  and  these  orders,  unless  the  owner  or  his 
agent  or  bailee  has  a  permit  from  a  collector  of  the  revenue,  or  from 
an  officer  of  this  Department  who  may  be  authorized  to  grant  sach 
licenses. 

III.  The  conditions  upon  which  the  trade  by  sea  or  overland  to 
Mexico  can  be  carried  on  have  been  determined  by  the  regulations  of 
the  President,  and  any  exportation  or  attempt  to  export  any  of  the 
articles  aforesaid  contrary  to  those  regulations  will  authorize  the 
detention  of  the  vessel  or  other  instruments  of  transport. 

IV.  When  a  deposit  of  the  prohibited  articles  is  made  at  a  point 
from  which  easy  access  to  the  lines  of  the  enemy  can  be  obtained,  or 
are  on  a  vehicle  apparently  on  the  way  to  their  lines,  or  in  the  vicinity 
thereof,  or  when  the  owner  is  not  a  permanent  resident  of  the  place 
where  the  articles  are  found  and  from  which  they  can  easily  be  trans- 
ported beyond  the  lines,  or  is  a  suspicions  person,  detention  of  the 
articles  and  vehicles  for  inquiry  will  be  made. 

y.  All  vehicles,  animals,  slaves,  or  other  means  of  transportation, 
and  all  cotton  or  other  articles  that  may  be  seized,  whether  by  the 
officers  of  the  revenue  or  by  military  authorities,  for  any  violation  of 
law  or  of  these  regulations,  shall  be,  without  any  waste,  spoliation, 
impressment,  or  injury  of  any  kind,  forthwith  conveyed  and  delivered 
to  the  nearest  marshal  or  deputy  marshal  of  the  Confederate  States, 
and  a  detailed  receipt  taken  from  him,  setting  forth  a  full  description 
of  the  property  seized  and  delivered  to  him  for  safe  custody.  .  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  said  marshal  or  deputy  marshal  to  keep  the  prop- 
erty 80  surrendered  in  safe  custody  until  the  further  order  of  the 
judge  or  a  commissioner  of  a  district  court  of  the  Confederate  States 
having  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter;  and  the  said  marshal  or 
deputy  marshal  shall  forthwith,  upon  the  receipt  by  him  of  the  prop- 
erty seized,  give  information  to  the  collector  of  the  district,  or  to  the 
district  attorney,  or  to  both  if  practicable,  of  all  the  facts  in  relation 
to  the  seizure  of  the  property  and  its  delivery  to  him  for  safe-keeping. 

VI.  No  military  authority  shall  presume,  under  any  circumstances, 
to  seize  property  while  being  carried  under  the  provisions  of  the  law 
and  of  these  regulations,  for  any  other  cause  than  a  violation  of  said 
provisions;  nor,  in  case  of  seizure,  to  dispose  of  the  property  seized 
in  any  other  manner  thau  that  prescribed  in  the  foregoing:  regulation. 
But  in  case  where  there  is  great  risk  of  tlie  property  ffdung  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  it  shaJl  be  competent  for  the  proper  military- 
authorities  to  require  the  licensed  carrier  to  suspend  his  trip  till  the 
danger  be  passed,  or  to  pursue  a  different  route  from  that  originally 
designated,  or  even,  in  cases  of  imminent  dimger,  to  abajid<m  ttu 
trip. 
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VH.  Information  vUl  be  given  £rom  time  to  time  from  this  Depart- 
nient  to  the  commanding  generals  of  the  conditions  on  which  trana- 
portation  by  land  be  made. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
A^jviant  and  Inspector  QenerdL 


Stats  of  North  Carouna,  Ejuecutivb  Depabtment, 

Raleigh,  April  16,  1864. 

'  Hon.  J.  A.  Sedi>on, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sir:  Permit  me  to  express  the  hope  that  you  will  snspend, 
for  the  present  at  least,  the  enrollment  and.  conscription  of  the  State 
reserves  in  North  Carolina  from  seventeen  to  eighteen  and  from  forty- 
five  to  fifty  years.  Their  enrollment  now,  with  the  present  prospect 
of  their  being  called  to  the  field  from  their  crops,  causes  the  most 
general  constomaUon  and  gloom.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  assuring 
you  that  the  partial  abstraction  even  of  these  men  from  their  crops  at 
any  time  l>etween  this  and  August  would  be  followed  by  the  most 
distressing  consequences. 

In  addition  to  these  considerations  I  beg  leave  to  remind  you  that 
the  authorities  of  this  State  would  be  left  powerless,  without  the 
shadow  of  a  militia  organization  to  enforce  obedience  to  law  or  respect. 
Having  no  second-class  militia,  as  most  of  the  States  have,  I  presume 
it  cannot  be  the  intention  of  the  Confederate  Government  to  reduce  a 
sovere^n  State  to  this  dangerous  and  humiliating  condition.  Such 
a  course  would  be  utterly  at  war  with  the  genius  of  our  new  Govern- 
ment and  repugnant  to  mL  the  professions  of  the  Administration. 

Our  Legislature  will  convene  again  in  the  latter  part  of  May,  when 
I  have  no  doubt  steps  will  be  taken  to  provide  such  a  militia  force  as 
the  exhaustion  of  the  country  will  allow.  Till  that  time  I  insist  that 
yon  will  leave  the  present  oi^anization  untouched.  In  the  meantime 
the  Home  Guards,  now  thoroughly  oiganized  and  pretty  well  officered, 
are  entirely  at  your  service  in  case  of  emergency. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Executive  Office, 

Macouy  April  77,  1864. 

Lient.  Gen.  L.  Polk, 

DemopoliSy  Ala.  : 

General.:  Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  order  to  Captain  Ashcraft 
authorizing  him  to  raise  troops  for  State  service.  He  has  not  been 
commissioned  and  will  not  until  dischai^ed  from  Confederate  service. 
Can  you  inform  me  whether  he  has  been  discharged  or  has  leave  of 
absence? 

I  am,  general,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  CLARK, 
Qovemor  of  Mississippi. 


Digitized  by 


808  OOBBESPONDENGE,  ETC. 

[Inoloaare  No.  1.] 

Special  Ordbbs,  )  Hdqrs.  State  op  Mississippi, 

\        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 
No.  26.         )  Macoriy  December  186S. 

Capt.  T.  C.  Ashcraft  is  hereby  aathorized  (provided  the  Confed- 
erate authorities  will  grant  him  a  leave  of  absence  for  that  parpose) 
to  raise  a  regiment  of  cavalry  for  the  State  service,  to  serve  for  two 
years  or  the  war.  The  r^ment  will  consist  of  ten  companies,  and 
each  company  will  consist  of  not  less  tiian  sixty-fonr  men,  exclusive 
of  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers.  The  company  officers  will 
be  elected  by  the  men,  and  hold  their  offices  daring  the  pleasure  of 
the  Grovernor.  The  field  officers  will  be  elected  by  the  regiment,  or ' 
nominated  by  the  company  officers  and  appointed  by  the  Governor,  as 
may  be  hereafter  ordered. 
By  order  of  Charles  Clark,  Governor  and  commander-in>chief : 

W.  H.  McCARDLE, 
Colonel  and  At^tUarU-OeneraL 

[Inolosore  No.  L) 

GEinEBAi.  Obdbbs,  1         Hdqrs.  State  of  Mississippi, 

>  ADJUTAirr-GENBBAL*S  OFFICE, 

Na  7.  )  Macon,  January  186^. 

I.  As  many  mounted  volunteers  (not  liable  to  conscription  in  the 
Confederate  service)  as  may  offer  will  be  received  and  mustered  into 
the  State  service,  to  serve  during  the  war,  unless  sooner  discharged 
by  the  Governor.  All  able-bodied  men  between  the  ages  of  sixteen 
and  sixty  years  will  be  accepted.  They  will  be  received  by  com- 
panies. Full  companies  will  consist  of  not  less  than  seventy-seven 
men,  officers  included.  Each  company  will  have  one  captain  uid 
three  lieutenants,  to  be  elected  by  the  men. 

n.  The  companies  will  be  organized  into  battalions  and  regiments, 
as  may  be  hereafter  ordered.  Each  regiment  will  have  one  colonel, 
one  lieutenant-colonel,  and  one  major,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor upon  the  recommendation  of  the  company  officers.  Battalions 
of  not  less  than  five  companies  will  be  entitled  to  one  major,  and 
those  of  six  or  more  companies  to  one  lieutenant-colonel,  and  one 
major  should  the  latter  be  deemed  necessary;  th^  officers  to  be 
appointed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  field  officers  of  regiments. 
Regiments,  battalions,  and  companies  will  be  subject  to  reorganiza- 
tion or  consolidation. 

m.  All  commissions  will  be  held  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Gov- 
wnor,  and  will  be  revoked  by  him  when  he  deems  that  the  interest  of 
the  service  requires  it.  Vacancies  will  be  filled  by  promotion,  appoint- 
ment^ or  election,  as  the  Governor  may  in  each  case  determine. 

IV.  When  fuU  companies  cannot  be  conveniently  formed  a  less 
number  will  be  received  as  follows:  Twenty  or  more  men,  with  one 
lieutenant,  one  sergeant,  and  one  corporal;  forty  men  or  more,  with 
two  lieutenants,  two  sei^ants,  and  two  corporals.  These  fractions 
will  be  combined  into  companies  as  may  be  hereafter  ordered,  and 
until  such  combination  be  made  the  lieutenants  will  hold  the  rank  of 
junior  second  where  the  fraction  has  but  one,  and  of  second  and 
Junior  second  lieutenants  where  there  are  two. 

V.  All  men  hereafter  mustered  into  the  State  service  will  be  allowed 
to  remain  at  home  until  ordered  to  active  dnW,  and  when  so  ordered  i 
they  wUl  be  entttled  to  receive  a  bounty  of  $60  (having  imvlonsly  be  ' 
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inspected),  and  thereafter  they  will  receive  the  same  pay  and  allow- 
ances as  the  like  troops  in  the  Confederate  service. 

VI.  The  officers  and  men  will  furnish  their  own  horses,  which  in  all 
cases  will  be  appraised  and  regularly  mastered.  The  same  compen- 
sation for  the  use  and  risk  of  horses  and  pay  for  them  when  killed 
will  be  made  as  is  allowed  in  the  Confederate  armies. 

VII.  All  pay  and  allowances  to  officers  and  men  will  cease  while 
they  are  absent  from  duty,  whether  with  or  without  leave,  unless  on 
leave  upon  a  surgeon's  certificate  of  absolute  disability. 

VIII.  The  power  to  remove  all  officers  is  retained  by  the  Governor 
to  enable  him  to  hold  them  to  a  rigid  accountability  for  the  order, 
discipline,  and  good  conduct  of  their  men. 

IX.  The  Regnlationa  for  the  Army  and  the  Rnles  and  Articles  of 
War  established  by  the  Confederate  Government  have  been  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi  for  the  government  of  the  State 
forces.    They  will  be  rigidly  enforced  against  all  delinquents. 

X.  All  companies  accepted  and  mustered  into  service  will,  until 
ordered  to  the  field,  be  assembled  at  least  once  a  week  for  company 
drill. 

XI.  The  Confederate  Government  has  agreed  to  furnish  all  the  arms 
required,  and  they  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  troops  as  rapidly 
as  they  can  be  assembled. 

XII.  From  the  nnmber  of  companies  already  offered  it  is  believed 
that  a  sufficient  nnmber  of  volunteers  will  be  raised  to  aid  the  Con- 
federate Government  in  effectually  protecting  the  State,  and  thns 
obviate  the  necessity  of  a  draft  from  the  militia. 

XIII.  Any  gentleman  desiring  to  enter  the  State  service  is  author- 
ized to  raise  a  company,  under  the  restrictions  and  in  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  this  order. 

By  order  of  Charles  Clark,  Governor  and  commander-in-chief: 

W.  H.  McCARDLE, 
Colonel  and  Adjuiani-Qeneral. 


CzBCuiiAR  1  Confederate  States  of  America, 

\    War  Department,  Bureau  op  Conscription, 
No.  18.    )  Richmond^  Fa.,  AprH  18 ^  1864. 

In  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  comman- 
dants of  conscripts  will  grant  details  nntil  the  1st  day  of  June,  1864,  to 
all  persons  liable  to  conscription  on  the  10th  day  of  April  instant  who 
are  certified  by  the  Quartermaster-General  to  be  in  the  service  of  his 
department  on  the  said  10th  of  April  and  necessary  thereto. 
By  command  of  Col.  John  S.  Proston,  superintendent: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
Assistant  Af^utanir  General. 


Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 
No.  91.         5  Richnumdi  April  19,  I864. 

XXXVI.  Joseph  Jackson,  jr.,  having  been  commissioned  by  the 
Governor  of  Virginia  as  "recorder  of  Virginia  forces"  serving  during 
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the  existing  war,  commanding  offi<%rs  of  armies  in  which  Vii^nia 
troops  may  be  serving  are  requested  to  afford  to  him  sach  facilities  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  may  not  conflict  with  the  interests  of 
the  service. 

XXXVII.  Joseph  Jackson,  jr.,  "recorder  of  Virginia  forces,"  will 
be  allowed  by  commissaries  of  subsistence  to  purchase  such  rations 
as  a  colonel,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  in  the  field  is  entitled  to.  He 
will  be  afforded  transportation  to  the  various  armies  in  the  field  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  recorder,  Ac. 

XXXVIII.  William  B.  Johnston,  having  been  appointed  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  Sputh  Carolina  as  agent  for  the  collection  and 
record,  for  deposit  in  tne  State  archives,  of  the  names  of  the  gallant 
sons  of  South  Carolina  who  have  fallen  in  their  country's  defense, 
frcmi  whatever  cause,  commanding  officers  of  armies  in  whi<dL  South 
Carolina  troops  may  be  serving  are  requested  to  afford 'to  him  such 
facilities  in  the  dischai^e  of  his  duties  as  may  not  conflict  with  the 
interests  of  the  service. 

XXXIX.  William  B.  Johnston,  State  agent  of  South  Carolina  for 
record  of  deceased  soldiers,  will  be  allowed  by  commissaries  of  sub- 
sistence to  purchase  such  rations  as  a  colonel.  Provisional  Army, 
C.  S.,  in  the  field  is  entitled  to.  He  will  be  allowed  transportation 
to  the  various  armies  in  the  field  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as 
State  agent,  &c. 

******* 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO;  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  GeneraL 


Headquarters  Gboroia  Rbbbrves, 

Macm,  AprU  19^  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjuiani  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond^  Va.: 
General:  In  accordance  with  directions  from  the  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General's  Office,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the 
regiments  and  battalions  on  the  inclosed  list  herewith  returned,  with 
the  exceptions  of  the  First,  Second,  and  Twenty-third  Battalions, 
formed  the  late  Georgia  State  Guard,  and  were  mustered  out  of  serv- 
ice on  or  about  the  4th  day  of  February,  1864,  their  term  of  enlist- 
ment having  expired.  The  First  and  Second  Battalions  are  accounted 
for  on  the  list.  The  Twenty-third  is  composed  of  the  employes  at  the 
Athens  Armory,  and  has  never  formed  a  part  of  my  command. 
Brig.  Gens.  A.  Iverson  and  H.  R.  Jackson  served  with  me  and 
reported  through  me  to  the  Department  on  March  3,  1864,  as  my  let- 
ter to  yoa  of  that  date  will  show.  General  Iverson  has  since  been 
assigned  to  the  command  of  a  brigade  of  cavalry  in  the  Army  of 
Tennessee,  and  General  Jackson  was  assigned  to  duty  with  my  pres- 
ent command  on  April  6,  1864,  by  orders  from  your  office. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours,  Ac, 

HOWELL  COBB, 
Mqjor-Oeneral,  Commanding. 
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[Inoloaura.  | 

Lut  of  Georgia  State  organizations. 


1st  Rwiment  Infantry,  Col.  W.  H. 
Dabney. 

3d  R^ment  CaTalry,  Col.  John  B. 

WiUcoxon. 
3d  Regiment  Cavaliy,  Col.  Robert 

Toombe. 

4thR^^ment  Cavalry,  Col.  Robert 

6th  RM^men't  Infantry,  Col.  W.  L. 

^lisbury. 
6thR^ment  Infantry,  Col.  W.  A. 

Lofton. 

TthRMfiment  Infantry.  Col.  G.  N. 
Lester. 

8th  Regiment  Infantry,  Col.  J.  T.  Hen- 
derson. 

9th  Regiment  Infantry,  Col.  P.  H.  Mell. 
10th  Regiment  Cavalry  ,Col.  J.  J.  Floyd, 
nth  R^ment  Infantry.  Col.  A.  T.  Mc- 
tDtyre. 

12th  Regiment  Infantry,  Col.  W.  H. 

Sobinfion. 
Floyd  Legion,  Col.  James  G.  Yeiser. 
Chen^cee  Legion,  Col.  James  E.  Rnsk. 
1st  Battalion  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  J. 

B.  01iveroa.a 
3d  Battalion  Infantry  (no  field  offi- 
cers) .a 

3d  Battalion  Infantry,  Lietat.  Col.  G. 
W.  L6e 

4th  Battalion  Infantry,  Maj.  A.  White- 
head. 

5th  Battalion  Infantry,  Maj.  W.  A. 
Wilson. 

8th  BattaUon  Cavalry,  Lieat.  Col.  A. 
B.  Culberson. 


7th  Battalion  Cavalry,  Uaj.  Linton 
Stephens. 

8th  Battalion   Cavalry,   Maj.  J.  T. 
Stephens. 

Mh  Battalion  Cavalry,  Maj.  William 
Phillipe. 

10th  Battalion  Mounted  Infantry,  Maj. 

H.  F.  Price. 
11th  Battalion   Infantry,   Maj.  John 


13th  Battalion  Cavalry,  Maj.  T. 


B. 


Stewart. 

18th  Battalion  Infantry,  Maj.  C.  C.  Yar- 
borongh. 

14th  BattaUon  Infantry,  Maj.  J.  E. 
Jonee. 

15th  Battalion  Cavalry.  Lient.  Col.  E. 
T.  Jones. 


Iflth  Battalion  Cavalry,  Maj.D.M.West. 

  "  "    ^  ,  Maj.  J.  W. 

McGee. 

Col. 


17th  Battalion  Infantry, 


18th  Battalion  Infantry,  Lient. 

Charles  A.  Piatt. 
19th  Battalion  Infantry,  Lient.  Col.  D. 

B.  Thompson. 
20th  Battalion  Infantry,  Maj.  H.  G. 

Wright. 

21st  BattaUon  Infantry,  Blaj.  J.  B.  Ken- 

23d  Battalion  Infantry.  Uent.  Col.  N. 

38d  Battalion  Infantry,  Maj.  F.  W.  C. 
Cook. 


[April  20,  1864. — For  Forrest  to  Jack,  in  relation  to  raising  troopN 
in  West  Tennessee,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXII,  Part  III,  p.  708.] 


CmctJLAB)  Confederate  States  of  America, 

V    War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 
No.  19.    )  Bichmoml,  Fa.,  April  2 J,  13G4. 

Commandants  are  instrncted  to  investigate  with  special  caro  the 
cases  of  all  persons  claiming  to  be  citizens  of  Maryland,  Unless 
the  parties  can  prove  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt  that  they  are  not 
"residents  of  the  Confederate  States,"  they  will  Ire  assigned  to  the 
Army  in  accordance  with  existing  regulations  for  the  disposition  of 
eonaeripts. 

In  case  such  proof  is  given  the  parties  will  be  forthwith  reported  to 
this  Bureau,  with  descriptive  lists,  and  notified  that  they  will  be 
expected  to  report  in  person  either  to  Major-General  Elzey,  at  Staun- 
ton, or  Col.  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  at  Hanover  Junction,  Va.,  for  incor- 

aNot  forwarded  by  General  Cobb. 
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poration  with  the  Mfuryland  Line,  failing  to  do  which  they  will  rendei 
themselves  liable  to  be  considered  alien  enemfes. 
By  order  of  Col.  John  S.  Preston,  saperintendent: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
Asaisiant  A^dtUamt-CfeneraL 


MoNTGOHBRT,  Ala.,  April  SI,  X86J^. 

General  Braxton  Brago, 

Richmond,  "Fa.: 

General:  It  has  been  ordered  that  the  Hopplies  of  Geoi^a  be  for- 
warded to  the  Army  of  Vii^nia  and  that  the  Array  of  Tennessee  be 
,  sustained  from  Alabama.   The  corn  crop  of  the  eastern  section  of 
this  State  was  limited  and  will  not  afTord  a  supply;  hence  the  neces- 
sity of  depending  upon  the  middle  and  western  portions.    The  only 
1  outlet  for  the  removal  of  stores  from  Central  Alabama  is  the  Mont- 
'.  gomery  and  West  Point  Railroad,  which  has  not  capacity  for  the 
;  requirements  of  the  Government.    Its  gauge  is  narrower  than  that 
of  the  other  roads,  and  it  is  now  deemed  impracticable  to  increase  itfe 
;  rolling-stock.  < 
I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  completion  of  the 
railroad  from  Talladega,  Ala.,  to  Borne,  Ga.,  a  distance  of  fifty-three  ' 
.  miles,  the  track  for  which,  I  am  informed,  is  graded  through.  This 
would  complete  the  line  to  the  Alabama  and  Tombigbee  Rivers,  and 
the  rich  land  of  all  that  portion  of  the  State.    The  great  pressure 
upon  this,  the  only  available,  line  would  be  relieved,  and  the  mo.st 
productive  section  now  within  our  reach  brought  in  easyeommnnl- 
cation. 

I  have  understood  the  value  of  this  improvement  has  been  before 
represented,  and  pressing  necessity  alone  induces  me  to  ask  that  con- 
sideration which  the  importance  of  supply  demands. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

PARKER  CAMBELL, 

Jfq/or,  <fcc  ' 

[Ttast  IndonflawBt.] 

April  29, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
The  subject  is  oneof  great  importance,  which  has  previously  received 
my  favorable  indoraement. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

Q^neroL 

[Seoood  IndnMOMit.] 

Mat  3, 1864.  i 

Engineer  Bureau  for  consideration.  ! 

J.  A.  S. 

[Third  lodonMmcmt.] 

Engineer  Bureau, 

May  17,  1864.  ' 
Respectfully  returned  to  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
Lieut.  Col.  Minor  Meriwether  received  instructions  a  month  since 
to  do  all  in  his  power  to  press  forward  this  connection.    A  letter  has 
been  written  calling  his  attention  to  this  important  subject  again,  and 
I  believe  that  everjrthing  will  be  done  that  can  by  Colonel  M. 

A.  L.  RIVES, 
Colonel  and  Acting  Chief  of  Bureau. 
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Dbpabtubnt  of  Justice, 

Bickmondy  April  I884, 


The  President: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  letter  of  General  Bragg 
submitting  to  me  by  your  direction  an  inquiry  as  to  the  legal  status 
of  certain  general  Officers,  to  wit: 

First.  Those  appointed  under  sixth  section  of  the  act  *'to  provide 
for  the  public  defense,"  approved  6th  March,  1861,  and  the  amenda- 
tory acts  of  18th  September  and  6th  October,  1862. 

In  relation  to  this  class  it  is  stated  **8ome  have  been  left  out  of 
command  by  the  great  reduction  of  the  rank  and  file,  rendering  a 
consolidation  of  brigades  and  divisions  necessary;  some  by  the 
breaking  up  and  dispersion  of  their  commands,  as  in  the  cases  of  the 
garrisons  of  New  Orleans  and  Vicksbui^;  some  have  left  their  com- 
mands from  sickness,  wounds,  Ac,  and  prolonged  absence  has  ren- 
dered it  necessary  to  fill  their  places." 

Second.  Lieutenant-generals,  who  may  have  been  relieved  of  their 
commands  by  various  casualties,  as  in  the  case  of  Lieu  ten  ant- General 
Pemberton  at  Vicksburg.  His  command,  as  exchanged,  has  l>een 
assi^ed  to  other  corps.  So,  also,  of  Lieutenant-Gf^neral  Holmes,  first 
relieved  from  duty  in  Arkansas,  who  reports  here  for  assignment. 

The  acts  authorizing  the  appointment  of  brigadier  and  major  gen- 
erals in  the  P^rovisional  Army  are  the  following: 

Act  of  6th  March,  1861,  to  provide  for  the  public  defense,  section  6: 

That  the  President  is  hereby  aathorized  to  organize  companies  so  tendering 
their  services  into  battalions  or  squadrons,  battalions  or  squadrons  into  regi- 
ineiits,  rcKimenta  into  brigades,  and  Drigades  into  divinons,  whenever  in  his  jno^- 
ment  sncb  organization  may  be  expedient ;  and  whenever  brigades  and  divisions 
shall  be  oi^nized,  the  President  shall  appoint  the  commanding  officers  for  such 
brigades  and  divisions,  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  Congress,  who  shall  ^idd 
their  offices  (ntly  while  bqcu  brigades  and  divisions  are  in  service. 

By  the  acts  of  8th  May,  1861,  "to  raise  an  additional  military  force 
to  serve  during  the  war,"  and  11th  May,  1861,  "to  make  further  pro- 
vision for  the  public  defense,"  the  troops  therein  authorized  to  1>e 
received  were  directed  to  be  organized  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  foregoing  act  of  6th  March,  1861. 

Act  of  13th  October,  1862,  "to  increase  and  regulate  the  appoint- 
n^nt  of  general  officers  in  the  Provisional  Army : " 

That  the  President  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
ciniBent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  twenty  general  officers  in  the  Provisional  Army . 
and  to  assign  tliem  to  such  appropriate  ontieB  as  he  may  deem  expedient. 

It  will  be  more  convenient  to  consider  the  case  of  major  and  briga- 
dier generals  separately  from  that  of  lieutenant-generals.  They  may 
be  divided  into  two  classes:  First,  major  and  brigadier  generals 
appointed  under  the  acts  of  6th  March,  1861,  and  8th  and  11th  May, 
1861.  These  are  all  governed  by  the  sixth  section  of  act  6th  March, 
1861,  above  cited. 

The  intention  seems  too  plain  for  doubt.  It  was  to  prevent  the 
accommodation  [accumulation]  of  supernumerary  generals,  which 
would  cheapen  the  honor  of  promotion  and  be  a  useless  burden  upon 
the  Treasury.  The  President  is  not  authorized  to  appoint  major  and 
brigadier  generals  at  his  discretion.  No  such  appointment  can  be 
made  unl^  there  is  an  organized  brigade  or  division,  to  the  com- 
mand of  which  the  appointee  is  to  be  assigned,  and  by  the  express 
words  of  the  act,  whenever  the  brigades  or  divisions  go  out  of  service 
the  generals  are  no  longer  to  hold  their  offices.    The  office  depends 


3U 


COBBBSPONDENCE,  ETC. 


upon  the  organization;  is  lawful  only  wheif  that  is  complete;  con- 
tinues only  while  it  exists,  and  expires  with  it,  unless  there  be  some 
other  organized  brigade  or  division  to  the  command  of  which  the 
officer  may  be  and  is  assigned.  It  was  not  the  intent  of  the  act  so  to 
blend  together  the  organization  and  the  office  that  neither  coald  exist 
apart  from  the  other.  Its  chief  purpose,  as  has  been  said,  was  to 
prevent  the  Army  from  being  burdened  with  supernumerary  and  use- 
1^  officers.  Whenever,  therefore,  an  officer  has  been  duly  appointed 
to  an  organized  brigade  or  division,  it  is  within  the  scope  and  policy 
of  the  act  that  the  President  may  assign  him  to  the  command  of  any 
other  organized  brigade  or  division.  So,  when  the  organization  of  a 
brigade  or  division  is  destroyed,  the  President  may  assign  the  general 
who  commanded  it  to  any  other  vacant  brigade  or  division,  and  is  not 
compelled  to  make  a  new  appointment  for  this  last  command.  I  am  of 
the  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  major  and  brigadier  generals  appointed 
under  these  acts,  whose  commands  have  lost  their  oi^anization  by  con- 
solidation or  by  the  casnalties  of  war,  and  who  cannot  be  assigned 
to  the  command  of  some  other  organized  brigade  or  division,  nave 
lost  their  commissions. 

As  to  the  other  class — those  whose  long  absence,  from  sickness, 
wounds,  Ac,  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  fill  their  places,  the 
organization  of  their  commands  remaining  unchanged — it  is  under- 
stood that  one  of  the  main  objects  in  passing  the  act  of  13th  October, 
1862,  was  to  furnish  the  President  with  the  means  of  filling  their 
places  temporarily,  so  that  they  might  not  lose  their  grade  by  having 
become  disabled  in  the  public  service.  And  it  is  as  consistent  with  the 
policy  of  the  law  aa  it  is  with  justice  and  humanity  that  such  absent 
officers  should  not  lose  their  commissions  in  cases  where  other  offi- 
cers appointed  under  the  act  of  13th  October,  1862,  have  been 
assigned  to  their  commands;  and  l^ey  may  be  restored  to  their  com- 
mands upon  returning  to  duty. 

This  class  may  present  another  condition.  Sudi  officer  upon  report- 
ing for  duty  may  be  unfitted  by  his  wounds  for  commanding  a  bri- 
gade or  division  in  the  field,  but  may  be  capable  of  discharging  other 
duties  appropriate  to  his  grade.  The  President  may  appoint  him 
\inder  the  act  of  13th  October,  1862,  provided  the  whole  twenty  have 
not  already  been  appointed.  But  can  he  under  that  act  be  con- 
tinued in  his  grade  under  his  o^d  commission  and  with  his  old  date? 
I  think  not.  The  act  gives  the  President  an  authority  which  he  did 
not  before  possess.  It  empowers  him,  "bj'  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  twenty  general  officers,"  Ac.  It 
contemplates  future  action  -by  the  President  and  Senate,  and  not  a 
mere  passive  confirmation  of  something  which  has  been  done  before. 
Some  of  these  officers  were  appointed  under  the  Provisiontd  Govern- 
ment. It  cannot  be  contended  that  their  former  confirmation  by  the 
Provisional  Congress  would  fulfill  the  condition  of  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  ^nate,  required  by  the  act.  If  so,  the  mere  will  of 
the  President  to  let  them  remain  in  their  grade  would  amount  to  an 
appointment  by  him  without  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  which  is 
against  the  express  words  of  the  act.  I  think  that  an  act  which 
authorizes  the  appointment  of  an  officer  cannot  be  construed  so  as  to 
continue  an  appointment  already  made  under  a  former  act  passed 
diverso  intuitu,  more  especially  when  such  a  construction  would 
necessarily  give  a  ran  k  which  antedates  the  passage  of  the  law. 

Second.  Major  and  brigadier  generals,  appoint^  under  the  act  of 
13th  October,  1862.    This  act  is  general  in  Its  terms.    It  authorizes 
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an  appointment,  not  for  any  particnlav  commaml  or  organization, 
but  for  general  duty  in  the  Provisional  Army,  aocorUing  to  the  assign- 
ment of  the  President;  and  it  contains  no  limittition  of  their  terms 
of  ofiQce.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  generals  appointed  under  this 
act  hold  their  commissions  during  the  war. 

The  acts  authorizing  the  appointment  of  lieut^^naiit-generalH  in  the 
Provisional  Army  are  the  following: 

Act  of  18th  September,  1862,  "to  amend  an  act  entitleil  'An  act 
to  provide  for  the  public  defense:'" 

That  the  sixth  section  of  th«  act  to  provide  for  the  public  defense,  approved 
on  the 0th  March,  1861, be  amended  by  adding,  after  the  words  "brigades  Into 
diTisions,"  the  words  "and  divisions  into  army  corps."  and  each  army  corps 
shall  be  commanded  by  g  lientenant-general,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  receive  the  pay  of  a 
brigadier-general. 

Act  of  6th  October,  1862,  *' to  provide  for  the  or^nization  of  army 
corps,"  which  is  substantially  the  same  with  .he  one  last  cited,  and 
seems  to  have  been  passed  by  an  oversight,  as  it  contains  no  provision 
not  in  the  former  act,  and  effects  its  purpose  in  precisely  the  same  way. 

Act  of  13th  October,  1862,  authorizing  the  appointment  of  twenty 
general  officers,  above  mentioned. 

Act  of  17t)i  of  February,  1864,  relating  to  the  appointment  of  a  gen- 
eral and  lieutenant-generals,  section  2: 

That  the  President  may,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
appoint  lieatenant-generalB  in  tiie  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate  States, 
when  in  his  discretion  it  shall  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  ommand  of  any  one 
of  the  military  departments. 

Section  3: 

That  the  ofBcers  appointed  nnder  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  continue  to 
hold  the  Tsnh  herein  provided  so  long  as  they  shall  efKciently  discharge  the  duties 
in  command  of  said  several  departments,  and  no  Itmger,  but  will  resnme  there- 
after their  former  rai^  in  the  service. 

The  lieutenant-generals  may  be  divided  into  three  classes: 

First.  Those  appointed  under  the  acta  18tli  September  and  6th 
October,  1862.  These  acts  are  amendatory  of  the  act  of  6th  March, 
1861,  and  are  to  be  understood  as  if  their  provisions  were  inserted  in 
the  body  of  that  act.  Their  effect  is  to  enlarge  the  organization  of 
the  Provisional  Army  and  to  create  a  higher  grade  of  general  officers. 
Bat  the  policy  of  the  former  act  is  not  changed,  and  the  officers  of 
this  higher  grade  are  subject  to  all  of  its  provisions.  Lieutenant- 
generals,  therefore,  appointed  under  these  acts  hold  office  only  while 
in  command  of  an  organized  corps.  Those  whose  commands  had  lost 
their  oi^anization,  and  those  relieved  of  their  command  while  the 
denization  of  their  corps  remains  unchanged,  may  be  assigned  to 
any  other  organized  corps;  but  if  there  be  no  such  corps  to  which 
they  can  be  assigned  they  Ic^e  their  commissions. 

Second.  Lientenant-generals  appointed  under  the  act  of  13th  Octo- 
ber, 1863,  authorizing  the  appointment  of  twenty  general  officers,  for 
the  reasons  assigned  in  relation  to  brigadier  and  major  generals,  hold 
their  commissions  during  the  war. 

Third.  As  none  of  the  cases  presented  have  arisen  nnder  the  act  of 
17th  February,  1864,  the  constmction  of  that  act  is  not  called  for  now, 
aud  it  would  not  be  proper  to  express  an  opinion. 


GEO.  BAVIS, 

AUomey-Cfen^cd. 
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Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States, 

Richmond^  April  22,  I864. 

CoL  William  Preston  Johnston, 

Aide-de^Camp: 

Colonel:  The  views  expressed  in  the  draft  of  a  message  to  the 
Senate,  returning  with  objections  the  "staff  bill"  of  last  session, 
occur  to  me  as  sound,  and  some  of  them  so  important  as  to  have 
precluded  the  approval  of  the  bill  in  the  shape  passed. 

Our  staff  requires  great  modification  and  admits  of  much  improve- 
ment. Its  greatest  wants,  however,  can  only  be  supplied  by  time, 
experience  in  service,  and  high  military  education.  No  increase  in 
rank  or  number  can  cure,  though  it  may  palliate,  the  radical  defects 
of  our  present  imperfect  organization.  • 

The  great  error  of  the  bill  was  in  making  the  staff  almost  entirely 
personal — the  mere  creation  of  the  general.  Our  present  inefficiency 
is  due  almost  entirely  to  this  cause.  A  s^tem  of  favoritism  and 
nepotism  has  been  the  natural  result,  and  inefficiency  its  consequence. 

The  staff,  except  the  personal  aides  of  the  general,  should  be  consid- 
ered as  a  component  part  of  the  command  and  remain  with  it  withont 
reference  to  change  of  commanders. 

The  staff  corps  should  be  so  oi^anized  as  to  allow  the  assignment 
by  the  War  Department  of  the  following  officers  to  armies  and  their 
component  parts,  and  the  President  should  have  power  to  increase 
these  corps,  so  as  to  allow  special  assignments  to  detached  commands, 
large  geographical  departments,  and  fixed  posts: 

Army,  two  or  more  corps:  Chief  of  staff,  with  rank  of  brigadier; 
assistant  adjutant-general,  with  rank  of  colonel,  and  two  assistants; 
inspector,  with  rank  of  colonel,  and  two  assistants;  qnartennaster, 
wiUi  rank  of  colonel,  and  one  major;  commissary,  with  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel,  and  one  captain;  medical,  with  rank  of  sui^eon, 
with  pay  of  lieutenant-colonel,  and  one  with  pay  of  major;  ordnance, 
with  rank  of  colonel,  and  one  major.  Corps:  Adjutant-general, 
lieutenant-colonel,  and  one  major;  inspector,  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
oi^e  major;  quartermaster,  one  lieutenant-colonel;  commissary,  one 
major;  ordnance,  one  major;  medical,  one  surgeon.  Division: 
Adjutant-general,  one  major;  inspector,  one  major;  quartermaster, 
one  major;  commissary,  one  captain;  ordnance,  one  captain;  med- 
ical, one  surgeon.  Brigade:  Adjutant-general,  one  captain;  quarter- 
master and  commissary,  one  captain;  medical,  one  surgeon. 

The  following,  it  seems  to  me,  would  be  ample  for  the  personal  staff 
of  the  several  grades  of  general  officers :  Aidei^e-camp,  bri^^ier,  one 
first  lieutenant;  major-general,  one  captain;  lieutenant-general,  one 
major  and  one  captain;  general,  one  lieutenant-c61onel»  one  major, 
and  one  captain,  and  when  commanding  one  or  more  armies,  one 
military  secretary,  with  rank  of  colonel. 

Very  respectful^,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 


Richmond,  Va.,  AprU  2S,  I864, 
His  Excellency  Thomas  H.  Watts, 

Governor  of  Alabama: 
My  Dear  Sir:  Tour  letter  of  March  8*  was  duly  received  by  me, 
but  an  answer  has  been  necessarily  delayed  by  its  references  for  the 

•Not  found. 
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purpose  of  fuller  information.  I  trust  now,  however,  that  arrange- 
mentB  have  been  made  by  which  the  conscript  act  and  provost  duty 
may  be  effectively  carried  out,  as  suggested  in  your  letter,  by  the 
employment  of  reserves  instead  of  able-bodied  men  liable  to  military 
duty.  It  would  seem  that  where  these  reserves  are  composed  of  reli- 
able citizens,  and  a  resort  to  military  force  is  requisite,  either  in 
enforcing  the  conscript  act  or  for  the  preservation  of  the  community 
from  evils  of  other  sorts,  that  those  acquainted  with  the  localities 
and  who  cannot  go  to  the  field  for  active  duty  are  the  proper  agency 
to  be  nsed.  I  am  well  assured  that  in  this  and  all  other  measures  for 
vigoronsly  and  successfully  prosecuting  the  war  to  a  triumphant  Issne 
that  the  Confederate  Government  will  receive  your  hearty  co-operation 
and  assistance.  Please  accept  the  assurances  of  my  continued  regard 
and  esteem. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JKPFEBSON  DAVIS. 


Hbabquartbrs  District  ov  the  Gulf, 

MobOe,  Ma.,  AprU  2S,  186^. 
General  Samubl  Cooper,  C.  S.  Army, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  OenercUf  Bichmond^  Va.: 
General:  I  respebtfuUy  suggest  to  the  consideration  of  the  War 
Dep»tment  the  establishment  here  of  a  military  school  for  the  edu- 
cation of  young  officers.  There  are  many  young  gentlemen  serving 
as  privates  in  the  ranks  who  would  derive  much  benefit  and  be  enabled 
to  render  better  service  if  the  means  of  education  were  afforded  them. 
Mobile  seems  to  me  to  be  the  best  place  in  the  southwest  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  military  schools,  and  at  this  time  there  are  several  offieera 
on  duty  here,  graduates  of  military  colleges  and  men  of  good  ability 
and  attainments,  who  will  gladly  aid  in  organizing  a  good  system  of 
military  education.  I  have  requested  Colonels  Burnet,  Beltzhoover, 
Sheliha,  Brown,  and  Quattlebaum,  and  Major  Trueheart  to  submit  to 
me  a  project  for  military  education,  which,  if  desii'ed,  I  will  transmit 
to  the  War  Department  for  the  consideration  of  His  Excellency  the 
President. 

I  am,  general,  veiy  respectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

DABNEY  H.  MAURY, 
Major- General^  Commanding. 

I  [FtntlBdMaeBwnt.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

May  17,  I864. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Aaaiatani  A^tUcmt-GeneraL 

[Seoond  liidan«iii«nt.I 

May  21,  1864. 

Adjutant-General  : 

I  believe  there  is  a  law  for  the  establishment  of  a  military  scho(^ 
but  it  has  not  been  considered  practicable  to  establish  and  put  it  in 
operation  during  the  war.  The  best  milit^y  education  just  now  must 
\»  found  in  the  field.  Note  and  please  look  up  the  law  and  let  me 
see  it 

J.  A.  S., 

Secretary. 
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[Third  iDdoraement.) 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Genbbal's  Office, 

June  7,  1864. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  • 

There  is  no  law  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  military  school. 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assiskmi  A^juiantr-QeneraL 


[April  23, 1864. — For  Seddon  to  Vance,  in  regard  to  suspending  the 
execution  of  the  conscript  law  in  the  mountain  counties  of  North 
Carolina,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LIII,  p.  329.] 


Department  of  Justice, 
Bichnumd,  April  26,  186^ 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Snt:  The  papers  transmitted  by  you  in  the  case  of  A.  C.  Myers 
present  the  following  facts: 

On  the  15th  of  April,  1861,  A.  C.  Myers  was  appointed  lieutenant- 
colonel  in  the  Qnartermastei^s  Department,  and  after  that  date  he  is 
styled  Acting  Quartermaster-General  in  the  correspondence  of  the 
War  Department. 

On  the  16th  of  February,  1862,  he  was  nominated  to  the  Provisional 
Congress  in  the  following  words:  "A.  C.  Myers,  of  South  Carolina, 
Quartermaster- General,  to  be  colonel,  to  take  rank  from  the  date  of 
his  confirmation,"  and  the  nomination  was  confirmed  the  same  day. 
On  the  27th  of  January,  1864,  Brig.  Gen.  A.  R.  Lawton  was  nominated 
to  the  Senate  to  be  Quartermaster-General,  "to  rank  as  brigadier- 
general  from  April  13,  1861,  the  date  of  his  confirmation  to  that  grade 
by  the  Provisional  Congress." 

On  the  17th  of  February,  1864,  the  Senate  passed  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Jiesolued,  That  the  Senate  advise  and  consent  to  the  apnniitment  of  A.  B.  Law- 
ton  to  be  Qnartermaster-Oeneral,  to  talre  rank  from  the  date  of  confinnation. 

The  several  acts  of  Congress  under  which  these  appointments  were 
made  are  the  following: 

Act  of  26th  of  February,  1861,  for  the  establishment  and  organiza- 
tion of  a  general  staff,  section  3: 

That  the  Qaartermaster-General's  Department  shall  consist  of  one  Qoartermas- 
ter-General  with  the  rank  of  colo&el,  eix  quartermasters  with  the  rank  of  major ; 
and  as  many  assistant  quartermasters  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  required  by 
the  service  may  be  detailed  by  the  War  Department  from  the  subalterns  of  the 
line. 

Same  act,  section  6 : 

That  the  ofiBcers  of  the  Adjutant-General's,  Quartermaster-General's,  and 
Commissary-Generars  Departments,  though  eligible  to  command,  accordingto the 
rank  they  hold  in  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  shall  not  assume 
command  of  troops  unless  pnt  on  duty  under  orders  which  specialty  so  direct 
authority  of  the  President. 

Amendatory  act  of  14th  of  March,  18G1,  section  3: 

That  the  QnartermaBter-Qeneral's  Department  shall  consiBt  of  one  Qnartennaa- 
t8r-(3ensral  with  thA  rank  of  colonel,  one  asristant  quart6muuAer*g6neral  willi 
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the  xank  of  lieatenant-cdkniel,  fonr  assistant  qaariermastm  with  the  rank  of 
m^or,  and  snch  other  officers  in  that  department  as  are  already  provided  by  law. 

Act  of  20th  of  March,  1863: 

That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  the  rank,  pay,  and  allowances 
attached  to  the  office  of  Qnartermaster-Qener^  of  the  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States  shall  be  those  of  a  brigadier-general  in  the  Provisional  Army. 

Two  views  have  been  taken  as  to  the  proper  construction  of  the  act 
of  26th  of  February,  1861,  for  the  establishment  of  a  general  staff,  and 
the  amendatory  act  of  14th  of  Harch,  1861 : 

First  That  they  create  a  distinct  and  separate  office  of  Quartermas- 
ter-General, to  which  in  every  instance  an  appointment  must  be  made> 
and  to  which  the  rank  of  colonel  is  annexed.  If  this  view  be  correct, 
then  the  nomination  and  appointment  of  Colonel  Myers,  on  tlie  15th 
of  February,  1862,  must  be  understood  as  a  nomination  and  appoint- 
ment to  the  office  of  Quartermaster-General  with  the  rank  of  colonel 
ui  res  magis  valeat  quam  pereat,  because  only  so  understood  was  the 
action  of  the  President  and  Senate  in  conformity  with  the  law.  This 
appointnient  was  made  under  the  Provisional  Government,  and  by 
the  terms  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States  could  continue 
only  until  his  successor  was  appointed.  (Constitution,  Art.  VI,  clause 
1.)  Upon  the  appointment,  therefore,  of  General  Lawton  upon  the 
27th  of  January,  1864,  assuming  that  to  be  duly  and  lawfully  made. 
Colonel  Myers  was  displaced  fromtheoflfice  of  Quartermaster-General; 
and  as  that  was  the  only  office  which  he  held,  it  follows,  of  course, 
that  he  is  no  longer  in  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Second.  That  the  acts  aforesaid  did  not  create  a  distinct  office  of 
Qnartermaster-General,  but  merely  a  post  of  duty  to  which  any  officer 
of  the  Army  might  be  assigned,  and  afterward  withdrawn  and  assigned 
to  other  duties  at  the  discretion  of  the  President.  If  this  view  be  cor- 
rect, then  the  nomination  and  appointment  of  Colonel  Myers  on  the 
15th  of  February,  1862,  must  be  understood  to  be  an  appointment  to  be 
colonel  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department  and  an  assignment  to  duty 
as  Quartermaster-General.  And  this  view  is  thought  to  be  sustained  by 
the  provisions  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  actof  26th  of  February,  1861, 
authorizing  the  President  to  assign  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  to  duty  in  the  line  of  the  Army,  and  by  those  of  the  eighth 
and  twenty-sixth  sections  of  the  act  of  the  6th  of  March,  1861,  "For 
the  establishment  and  oi^anization  of  the  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States,"  and  the  second  section  of  the  amendatory  act  of  May  16, 1861, 
which  authorize  the  President  to  assign  officers  of  the  line,  even  the 
high^t,  to  staff  or  other  duties  at  his  discretion.  Conceding  this 
view  to  be  the  true  one,  its  effect,  so  far  as  the  Quartermaster-General 
is  concerned,  will  be  to  make  the  acts  for  the  organization  of  the  staff 
to  read  as  follows: 

There  shall  be  one  colonel  in  the  Qoartennaster'b  Department,  who  shall  dis- 
cbarge the  dntiee  of  Quartermaster-General,  and  who  may  be  assigned  to  the 
command  of  troops  by  orders  from  the  President  specially  so  directing. 

Then  comes  the  act  of  20th  of  March,  1863,  which  provides  that  the 
rank,  pay,  and  allowances  attached  to  the  office  of  Quartermaster- 
General  shall  be  those  of  brigadier-general.  Now,  the  view  of  the 
organization  of  this  department  which  we  are  now  considering  denies 
that  there  is  any  such  distinct  office  as  that  of  Quartermaster- General. 
What,  then,  is  the  intention  of  the  act?  It  did  not  mean  to  place  an 
additional  officer  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department.  Its  languf^ 
is  not  apinopriate  to  that  end.    It  speaks  not  of  persons,  but  of 
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thinf^;  not  of  an  offloer,  but  of  the  rank,  pay,  and  allowances  to  be 
attached  to  a  certain  office.  If  such  had  been  its  object,  it  would 
have  followed  the  style  of  the  former  act,  and  have  declared  that  the 
Quartermaster-Generars  Department  "shall  consist  of  one  Quarter- 
master-General, with  the  rank,  xmy,  and  allowances  of  a  brigadier- 
general,  one  assistant  quartermaster-general,  wiUi  the  rank  of 
colonel,  Ac."  I  think  the  true  meaning  is,  not  to  add  to  the  force  of 
the  Quartermaster's  Department,  but  simply  to  increase  the  rank, 
pay,  and  allowances  of  the  highest  officer  in  it.  It  is  as  if  the  act 
had  said,  "  that  hereafter  the  highest  officer  in  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  shall  be  a  brigadier-general,  instead  of  a  colonel,  as  here- 
tofore." And  the  necessary  result  is  to  abolish  the  office  of  colonel 
in  that  department,  and  to  substitute  for  it  that  of  brigadier-general. 
It  makes  no  difference  how  this  act  was  intended  to  operate,  whether 
by  elevating  the  then  colonel  to  the  grade  of  a  brigadier-general,  or 
by  authorizing  the  President  to  appoint  him  or  some  one  else  to  the 
higher  grade.  Either  vay  the  office  of  colonel  is  abolished.  And  as 
that  was  the  only  office  held  by  Colonel  Myers,  it  follows  that  he  no 
longer  holds  any  office  in  the  Army. 

Under  the  view  first  taken  it  still  remains  to  inquire  whether  Gen- 
eral Lawton  has  been  duly  and  legally  appointed  Quartermaster- 
General.  His  nomination  to  the  Senate  was  **to  be  Quartermaster- 
General,  to  rank  as  brigadier-general  from  April  13,  1861;'*  and  he 
was  confirmed  "  to  take  rank  from  the  date  of  confirmation." 

An  important  question  of  constitutional  construction  is  presented. 
Is  it  within  the  furfctions  of  the  Senate  to  diminish  the  rank  assigned 
in  the  nomination  of  an  officer  ?  That  the  Senate  cannot  add  to  the 
rank  so  assigned  is  admitted.  It  cannot  originate  an  appointment. 
It  has  no  part  of  the  nominating  power.  That  is  intrusted  solely  to 
the  President.  The  constitutional  action  of  the  Senate  is  confined  to 
an  affirmation  or  rejection  of  the  President's  nomination. 

It  was  upon  these  principles  that  Goxe*s  case  was  decided  by  Attor- 
ney-General B.  F.  Butler.  On  the  7th  of  Febroary,  1837,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  nominated  Coxe  "to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Navy  from  this  date."   The  Senate  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  advise  and  consent  to  the  ncnniiwtion  of  John  R. 
Coxe  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  to  take  Tank  next  after  Lieutenant  £Usha 

Peck. 

The  effect  of  the  appointment  according  to  the  confirmation  of  the 
Senate  would  have  been  to  place  Coxe  on  the  register  above  162  lieu- 
tenants. 

The  Attorney-General,  upon  a  reference  of  the  question*  to  him, 
decided  that  Coxe  could  not  be  commissioned  at  all.    Not  according 

to  the  nomination,  because  that  had  not  been  confirmed;  not  accord- 
ing to  the  confirmation,  because  the  Senate  had  exceeded  its  powers. 

In  this  opinion  I  fully  concur.  The  case  did  not  call  for  a  decision 
of  the  other  question,  whether  the  Senate  can  diminish  the  rank 
assigned  in  a  nomination,  and  so  far  as  the  Attorney-General's  rea- 
soning intimaticd  any  opinion  upon  that  point  it  was  an  obiter  dictitm. 
It  Is  not  a  ruling  precedent ;  but  there  is  a  precedent  in  point  which  ia 
cited  in  the  same  opinion: 

On  the  4th  of  Hay,  1823,  Prasident  Monroe  nominated  Colonels  House  and 
Fenwick  and  Major  Eostis  for  promotion  in  the  Army,  with  dates  of  rank  in 
each  case  from  a  prior  day  specified  in  the  nomination.  On  the  8th  of  Hay,  1823. 
the  Senate  acted  on  these  nominationB.  In  each  case  the  question  was  uvided. 
tavA.      vote  takm  flnt  on  the  proposed  mnnination,  and  tiun  on  the  date  of 
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rank.  The  former  was  decided  in  the  afflrmatiTe,  and  the  latter  in  the  negative. 
The  President,  as  I  leam  from  the  Adjutant-General,  mast  have  regarded  the 
action  of  the  Senate  as  complete,  because  he  issued  the  commissions  in  conformity 
to  the  decision  of  that  body.  Nothing  being  said  as  to  the  date  of  rank  in  the 
commissions,  the  officers  receiving  them  of  course  took  rank  from  their  appoint- 
ments. (See  Opinions  ot  Attorneys-General  V.  S.,  S-190.) 

Mr.  Bntler  adds : 

These  cases  would  seem  to  show  that  in  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  and  of 
President  Monroe,  the  date  and  rank  m^  be  separated  from  the  office  itself. 
This,  perhaps,  may  be  done  where  the  President  nominate,  as  in  the  cases 
referred  to,  with  rank  from  a  prior  day,  and  the  Senate  strikes  oat  the  rank 
altogether,  tbns  redacing  it  to  the  date  of  the  appointment.— /Wd. 

In  exact  conformity  with  this  precedent  has  been  the  action  of  the 
President  and  Senate  of  the  Confederate  States  in  the  case  of  Gen- 
eral Lawton.  In  a  former  opinion  I  have  had  occasion  to  declare  that 
I  would  be  reluctant  to  advise  any  departure  from  settled  practice, 
or  respectable  precedents,  in  t^pointments  to  office,  unless  impelled 
by  an  imperative  sense  of  duty  to  the  Constitution.  Such  cases 
can  seldom  or  never  constitute  a  lis  pendens,  so  as  to  present  the 
qnestions  arising  in  them  for  judicial  determination;  and  unless 
practice  and  precedents  are  to  have  the  weight  of  authority  nothing 
can  ever  be  settled.  There  can  bo  no  xiniformity  of  action,  and  fre- 
quent and  painful  conflicts  may  arise  between  the  President  and  the 
Senate.  I  find  nothing  in  the  Constitution  militating  against  these 
precedents,  and  a  well-settled  principle  of  law  sustaining  them. 
Omne  majus  continet  in  se  minus  is  not  less  a  maxim  of  law  than  a 
conclusion  of  logic,  and  is  of  familiar  application  in  many  cases. 
Thus,  the  ConBtitution  of  the  Confederate  States,  following  that  of  the 
United  States,  gives  to  the  President  the  power  to  pardon  offenses; 
and  upon  this  principle  it  has  been  held  without  question,  from  the 
earliest  time,  that  the  President  is  not  compelled  to  exercise  the  full 
power,  but  may  remit  a  portion  only  of  the  sentence.  So  a  power  in 
a  settlement  to  lease  for  twenty-one  years  is  well  executed  by  grant- 
ing a  lease  for  fourteen  years.  (3  M.  and  S.,  382. )  So  where  there  is 
a  custom  within  a  manor  that  copyhold  lands  may  be  granted  in  fee 
simple,  a  grant  for  any  less  estate  will  be  xipheld  under  the  custom; 
and  so  where  an  act  done  under  a  power  is  greater  than  the  power 
authorizes,  it  will  be  held  good  to  the  extent  of  the  power;  as,  where 
there  is  a  power  to  lease  for  ten  years  and  a  lease  is  granted  for 
twenty  years,  it  will  be  held  in  equity  to  be  a  good  le%9e  for  ten  years 
under  the  power.    (Woodf.  L.  and  I.,  32.) 

Upon  this  principle  a  nomination  to  take  rank  from  the  date  of 
confirmation  is  necessarily  contained  in  a  nomination  to  take  rank 
from  a  prior  day.  Where  the  Senate  adds  to  the  nomination  a  rank 
not  given  by  it,  it  goes  beyond  the  act  of  the  President  and  originates 
a  nomination;  but  when  it  cuts  down  the  rank  from  a  prior  date  to 
the  date  of  confirmation,  It  adopts  a  portion  of  the  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  it  is  to  that  extent  the  nomination  of  the  President  and  the 
confirmation  of  the  Senate.  And  when  the  minds  of  the  President 
and  Senate  have  met,  and  the  appointment  is  made  in  conformity 
with  the  o^nfirnfation,  I  see  no  gocKi  reason  why  it  should  not  be  valid. 
I  wonld  have  more  hesitation  in  adopting  this  conclusion  if  the  action 
of  the  Senate  were  binding  ujwn  the  President;  but  it  is  not.  Nomi- 
nation and  confirmation  together  do  not  make  an  appointment.  Con- 
firmation is  merely  the  expression  of  the  Senate's  assent  that  the 
appointment  may  be  made.   The  appointment  still  remains  to  be 
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made,  and  that  must  be  the  voluntary  act  of  the  President.  He  may 
make  it  according  to  the  confirmation  of  the  Senate,  or  he  may  with- 
hold it  and  send  in  a  new  nomination.  (Marbury  rs.  Madison,  1 
Craneh,  137.) 

I  thmkf  therefore,  that  the  appointment  of  Genera)  Lawton  to  be 
Quartermaster-Greneral  has  been  duly  and  legally  made. 

GEO.  DAVIS, 

Attorney- Oeneral. 

[Flnl  indorMttnoDt.] 

June  2,  1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  Ihe  President. 

.1.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(Second  iDdonemmt.] 

Returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
The  opinion  closes  case. 

J.  D 


[APRn^  26,  1864.— For  Davis  to  Murrah  about  the  relief  of  certain 
counties  in  Texas  from  the  operation  of  the  acts  of  conscription,  see 
Series  I,  Vol.  LIU,  p.  985.] 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  IS64. 

Hon.  Jacob  Thompson: 

Sm:  Confiding  special  trust  in  your  zeal,  discretion,  and  patriotism, 
I  hereby  direct  you  to  proceed  at  once  to  Canada,  thore  to  carry  out 
such  instructions  as  you  have  received  from  me  verbally  in  such  man- 
ner as  shall  seem  most  likely  to  conduce  to  the  furtherance  of  the 
int«rests  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  which  have  been 
intrusted  to  you.* 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

(Similar  letter  to  Hon.  C.  C.  Clay,  jr.) 


Executive  Department  of  Alabama, 

Monigomery,  April  27,  1864- 

His  Excellency  President  Davis: 

Dear  Sir:  With  the  assent  of  my  predecessor  and  with  my  appro- 
bation since  I  came  into  office  several  gentlemen  who  had  been  drill 
officers  in  the  conscript  camp  at  Talladega  were  allowed  permission 
to  raise  companies  of  boys  between  sixteen  and  eighteen  years  old. 
Ten  companies  have  thus  been  raised,  and  most  of  them  have  been  in 
the  Confederate  service  for  four  or  five  months.  They  were  all  raised 
before  the  passage  of  the  recent  law  requiring  the  enrollment  of  these 
young  men.  This  battalion  or  regiment  has  for  its  officers,  field  ami 
company,  Maj.  J.  L.  Davidson,  Capts.  B.  F.  Yniestra,  James  A.  McCaw, 
J.  L.  Walthall,  and  R.  H.  Redwood,  and  Lieuts.  H.  II.  Foy,  W.  H. 
Kelly,  Theo.  Bethea,  R.  T.  Norrcd,  W.  H.  King,  Richard  Neely,  and 
John  W.  Simmons.  All  of  them  had  been  drill-masters  at  TaUadegH 
with  the  rank  of  lieutenante,  first  and  second.    The  separate  compa- 

*For  Thompson  to  Benjamin,  December  8, 1864,  reportiiig  operatioiia,  &c..  see 
SeiieB  I,  Vol.  XLIU,  Part  II,  p.  930. 
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nies  were  first  organized  and  were  placed  on  detached  duty,  and  Horae 
months  since  they  were  formed  into  a  battalion  of  seven  or  eight  com- 
panies and  elected  their  field  officers.  I  understand  there  are  now  tea 
companies.  The  authority  of  General  Pillow  was  given  to  raise  these 
companies.  The  young  men  composing  the  companies  are  of  the  verj' 
best  material,  many  of  them  sons  of  the  most  influential  citizens  of 
the  State.  They  are  now  as  well  drilled  as  veteran  soldiers.  I  have 
been  informed  that  it  is  in  contemplation  to  disband  these  companiea 
and  turn  them  over  to  the  conscript  officei-s,  and  the  young  officers 
themselves,  all  of  whom  have  seen  actual  service  in  the  field,  will  be 
turned  over  likewise  to  the  conscript  officers  for  enrollment.  I  would 
regard  snch  action  as  a  great  calamity — one  doing  the  gi-ossest  injus- 
tice to  the  officers  and  young  men  who  compose  the  battalion  or  regi- 
ment. Although  these  men  were  all  mustered  into  the  Confederate 
service,  yet,  inasmuch  as  at  the  time  of  their  oi^anization  the  men 
were  all  a  part  of  the  State  militia  foi-ce,  over  which  the  Confederate 
States  had  no  control  except  through  a  call  on  the  Governor,  I  have 
regarded  them  as  a  part  of  the  State  troops  in  the  service  of  the 
Confederacy. 

Now,  I  ask  that  this  organization  shall  not  be  broken  up;  that  the 
officers,  field  and  company,  may  be  [)ermitted  to  remain  and  receive 
their  commissions.  The  most  patriotic  motives  prompted  these  young 
men  to  volunteer  before  any  law  made  them  liable  to  Confederate 
service.  They  volunteered  under  promise  given  them  that  they  would 
be  received  into  the  Confederate  service  with  the  officera  of  their  own 
ehoosing.  The  officers  they  have  selected  are  all  gentlemen  of  educa- 
tion and  high  qualifications  as  officers.  Ko  better  organization  exists 
in  our  service.  For  two  or  more  months  they  have  ^en  stationed  at 
Selma  doing  regular  duty.  To  break  np  their  organization  would  do 
them  injustice  and  produce  great  dissat  isfaction  among  our  best  peo- 
ple. I  cannot  believe  the  facts  were  known  or  it  would  never  have 
entered  the  head  of  the  War  Department  to  interfere  with  them.  I 
have  had  no  correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  War  on  this  sub- 
ject and  may  be  misinformed  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment. I,  howe\'er,  appeal  to  you  as  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  behalf 
of  these  young  officera  and  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  regard,  your  friend  and  olte- 
dient  servant, 

T.  H.  WATTS, 
Oovemor  of  Alabama. 

[Pint  iDdorsemant.] 

Secretary  of  War  : 

In  this  case,  as  stated,  it  would  seem  proper  to  receive  the  companies 
as  oi^anized  either  in  the  it^serve  or  act  i  ve  force.  If  you  should  upon 
examination  concur,  please  have  the  necessary  orders  given  and 
respond  to  the  Governor's  letter.  Otherwise  return  the  letter  to  me 
with  objections. 

J.  D. 

[S«ooiid  ttidoraAiiieiit.  I 

May  (i,  iso-i. 

Adjutant-General  : 

Order  the  organization  hero  to  be  retained  and  considered  part  of 
the  reserve  forces.  The  great  majority  must  be  too  young  for  field 
service  as  regulars. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 


Digitized  by 


326 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


many,  to  have  scattered,  finding  their  way  to  Eilpatriok*s  oolnmD, 
while  their  leader  with  some  hundreds  of  his  choice  men  crossed  the 
Pamunkey,  with  the  hope  of  evading  Hampton  and  escaping  across 
the  counti7  to  Glou^ster  Point.  In  King  and  Queen  they  were 
encountered  by  some  few  furloughed  cavalry  and  a  local  company, 
hurriedly  summoned  forpursuit.  Ambuscaded  by  them,  Colonel  Dahl- 
gren  and  a  few  of  his  men  were  killed,  and  the  rraidue  of  the  force 
under  bis  command  speedily  surrendered  as  prisoners.  Thus  inglo- 
riously  and  disastrously  terminated  an  expedition  inaugurated  with 
formidable  forces  and  with  high  anticipations  of  great  results.  But 
the  disgrace  of  failure  was  exceeded  by  the  infamy  of  the  base  de- 
signs of  the  expedition.  On  the  body  of  Colonel  Dahlgren,  the  chosen 
and  specially  trusted  leader,  were  found  copies  of  the  plan  and  pur- 
poses of  the  expedition,  and  the  original  of  his  address  to  his  soldiers 
on  starting.  These  disclosed,  unequivocally,  the  nefarious  purpose, 
after  liberating  their  prisoners,  to  turn  them  loose,  armed,  and  mad- 
dened by  privation  and  every  evil  passion,  and  by  them,  with  the  aid 
and  under  the  prot«ction  of  the  embodied  forces,  to  sack,  burn,  and 
destroy  the  city,  and  to  kill  the  President  and  the  leading  authorities 
of  the  Confederate  Government.  The  dullest  sensibility  will  sicken 
and  revolt  at  the  horrible  brutalities  and  atrocities  that  must  have 
attended  such  a  carnival  of  crime.  The  perpetration  of  such  deeds 
by  an  infuriated  soldiery,  under  all  the  fierce  impulses  of  a  sanguinary- 
struggle  and  in  the  flusli  of  triumph,  is  by  all  nations  felt  to  be  a 
reproach  on  the  character  and  humanity  of  man;  but  that  such 
horrors  should  have  been  deliberately  planned  and  ordered  by  the 
authorities  of  any  people  professing  to  be  civilized  and  Christian, 
mnst  inflict  an  indelible  stigma  of  hypocrisy  and  infamy.  Such  fell 
designs  might  seem  almost  incredible  of  any  other  people,  but  they 
are  supported  by  irrefragable  evidence  in  the  possession  of  the  papers 
tiiemsefves,  with  conclusive  indications,  internal  and  external,  of 
their  authenticity.  It  is  only  the  culmination  of  many  inferior  exhi- 
bitions of  like  malignity  and  atrocity.  The  captives  taken  in  the  abor- 
tive effort  to  perpetrate  these  or  like  atrocities  must  be  admitted  to  have 
forfeited  all  rights  to  the  privileges  of  civilized  warfare,  and  might  well 
be  punished  by  their  intended  victims  as  the  worst  of  criminals;  but 
it  has  been  thought  to  comport  more  with  the  dignity  and  self-com- 
mand of  an  enlightened  Government,  as  well  as  to  be  more  consistent 
with  the  humanity,  clemenqy,  and  Christianity  that  has,  throughout 
this  war,  characterized  our  people  and  authorities,  not  to  mete  out 
bloody  retaliation  on  the  subordinate  instruments  of  an  infamous 
Government,  but  to  consign  them  for  retribution  to  the  reprobation 
of  outraged  Christendom  and  the  lasting  stigma  of  recording  history. 

Our  armies  in  the  field  are  believed  to  be  in  excellent  condition  and 
spirits.  Inured  to  war  and  practiced  in  habits  of  endurance,  they 
have  i)assed  through  the  exposure  and  privations  of  the  winter  and 
inclement  spring  with  remarkable  health  and  content.  Animated  by 
an  invincible  resolution  not  to  be  subdued,  and  a  zeal  of  patriotic  self- 
devotion  beyond  all  praise,  they  have  almost  universally  re-enlisted 
for  the  war,  and  voluntarily  renewed  the  pledge  of  their  all — their 
property,  their  labor,  and  themselves — to  the  sacred  cause  of  the 
safety  and  independence  of  the  country.  They  have  reacted  on  tho 
people  everywhere,  encouraging  the  bold  and  shaming  the  timid  to 
a  more  confident  reliance  on  a  future  of  success,  and  have  effectually 
hushed  the  'whisperings  of  despondency  or  disaffection.   They  were 
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ne^r  more  confident  and  reliant  on  themselves  and  their  commanders, 
and  relatively,  as  is  believed,  more  nearly  than  heretofore  approxi- 
mating the  number  of  their  enemies,  they  await  with  assoranoe  and 
ardor  the  shock  of  the  coming  campaign. 

The  measares  of  legislation  to  secure  meritorious  officers  and 
repress  irregularities  and  desertion  have  operated  beneficially  on  the 
discipline  and  morale  of  the  Army.  Thorough  organization  may  not 
yet  have  been  attained  in  forces  which  had  to  be  suddenly  and  pro- 
visionally organized,  but  steady  advance  is  being  made  to  the  attain- 
ment of  the  utmost  discipline  and  efficiency.  The  recent  assignment 
at  the  Capital  of  a  supervising  commander  of  all  the  armies,  besides 
promoting  the  harmony  and  consistency  of  military  movemente,  has 
brought  to  aid  in  the  wo^k  of  organization  the  experience,  known 
administrative  capacity,  and  acknowledged  abilities  of  one  of  our 
leading  generals,  and  may  be  expected  to  prove  productive  of  salutary 
results. 

Some  deficiencies  of  organization  yet  require  amendatory  legisla- 
tion. The  staff,  affording  to  the  quick  intelligence  of  the  general  his 
perceptive  and  administrative  faculties,  should  be  constituted  of  the 
best  material,  have  the  highestattainableexperience  and  qualifications, 
and  be  animated  by  strong  incentives  to  activity  and  improvement. 
Unfortunately,  in  our  Army  it  has  not  enjoyed  the  repute,  nor,  per- 
haps in  consequence,  commanded  the  merits  desirable  for  its  efficiency. 
From  unavoidable  circumstances,  probably,  the  staff  has  been  too  much 
the  object  of  favoritism  through  the  recommendations  on  behalf  of 
personal  friends,  or  the  refuge  of  supernumeraries  and  those  by  non- 
election  or  otherwise  thrown  out  of  the  line  of  regular  service.  They 
have  come  to  be  considered  in  some  measure  as  attach^  to  the  persons 
and  fortunes  of  their  respective  generals,  rather  than  as  officers 
selected  for  peculiar  qualifications  and  assigned  to  special  duties.  In 
consequence  of  this  kind  of  estimation,  probably,  they  have  not  been 
allowed  rank  consistent  with  their  importance  or  regulated  appro- 
priately by  the  standard  of  merit.  These  evils  it  is  most  desirable  to 
remove,  and  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  remedy  may  be  found 
in  organizing  the  respective  departments  of  the  staff  into  separate 
corps,  with  proper  gradations  in  rank,  and  in  affording  the  incentive  of 
advance  on  the  exhibition  of  qualifications  or  superior  merit.  Some 
increase  in  the  numbers  to  be  attached  to  the  larger  commands  of  the 
Army,  as  well  as  the  prop<^ed  advance  in  rank,  would  also  seem  advis- 
able. This  is,  indeed,  almost  a  necessity  in  relation  to  the  commia- 
sary  and  quartermaster  branches  of  the  staff  service.  The  law  has 
never  made  direct  provision  for  the  appointment  of  such  officers  to 
oi^nizations  lar^r  than  brigades.  Experience  has  demonstrated 
them  to  be  essential  not  only  to  the  Army  as  a  whole,  to  assure  har- 
mony and  unity  to  its  movements  and  due  distribution  of  supplies,  but 
likewise,  from  similar  reasons,  to  corps  and  divisions,  which  not  infre- 
quently have  to  act  independently  and  at  wide  intervals  of  distance. 
In  consequence  there  has  been  no  alternative  but  for  the  general  in 
command,  or  the  Department,  to  withdraw  and  assign,  by  detail  from 
their  proper  brigades,  the  quartermasters  and  commissaries  indispen- 
sable to  the  larger  organizations  of  the  Army.  Such  assignments  have 
rendei-ed  oftentimes  imperative  the  appointment  of  other  officers  of 
the  same  branch  of  service  to  the  destitute  brigades;  and  thus  in- 
directly, and  with  only  the  rank  and  legal  assignment  of  brigade 
officers,  have  these  essential  officers  of  the  staff  been  secured  to  the 


328 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


divisions,  corps,  and  armies  in  the  field.  This  has  been  so  well  under- 
stood that  in  one  of  the  acts  of  Congress  there  has  been  implied  sanc- 
tion by  reference  to  such  division  and  corps  officers.  Still,  action  in 
such  cases,  without  more  direct  authorization  of  law,  is  always  embar- 
rassing to  the  Department,  and  not  incapable  of  mischievous  effects 
in  the  establishment  of  precedents,  and  it  is  earnestly  recommended 
that  such  appointments  be  directly  sanctioned  by  law. 

In  another  particular  respecting  the  appointment  of  quaitennas- 
ters  and  commissaries  it  is  desirable  the  law  should  be  made  more 
explicit.  The  only  authority  for  the  appointment  of  these  officers, 
not  for  commands  in  the  field,  but  for  the  general  service  of  the 
bureaus,  is  conferred  by  the  act  of  the  15th  day  of  Febmary,  1862, 
which  provides: 

That  in  addition  to  the  namber  of  qnartenuaeters,  assistant  quartermasters, 
commiBsaries,  and  assistant  commissaries  now  allowed  by  law,  the  I^eeident 
shidl  have  authority  to  appoint  as  many  of  said  officers  as  uiall  in  his  discretion 
be  deemed  necessary  at  permanent  posts  and  depots. 

This  seems  to  contemplate  that  the  officers  of  this  class  for  the  gen-  ' 
eral  service  are  only  required  at  posts  and  depots,  and  are  experted 
(  to  be  stationary  there;  but  in  reality  there  is  an  imperative  necessity 
for  a  greater  number  to  be  distributed  and  actively  engaged  in  all 
parts  of  the  Confederacy,  purchasing,  accumulating,  and  moving  sup- 
*  plies,  and  supervising  the  administration  of  the  extended  operations 
of  the  commissary  and  quartermaster's  service.  As  such  officers  are 
all  remotely  connected  with  and  report  to  the  respective  bureaus 
stationed  at  the  Capital,  or  more  immediately  to  a  superior  officer  at 
some  post  or  depot,  the  above  act  was,  from  an  early  period  after  its 
passage,  construed  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  as  many  quarter- 
masters and  commissaries  as  the  necessitie-s  of  the  general  service 
demanded,  and  such  has  been  the  continued  practice  of  the  Depart- 
ment. Doubt  may,  however,  exist  whether  this  be  not  a  latitude  of 
construction  dictated  rather  by  the  necessity  of  the  case  than  justified 
by  the  language  and  original  conception  of  the  act.  The  law  should 
explicitly  confer  a  power  of  appointment  coextensive  with  the  needs 
of  the  service,  for  the  exercise  of  a  questionable  right  of  appointment 
is  always  to  be  deprecated.  In  such  matters  encroachment  is  facile 
and  precedents  dangerous,  and  as  little  latitude  to  excess  as  practica- 
ble should  be  left  by  the*  law-makers. 

On  another  point  of  more  importance  ambiguity  exists,  which  should 
be  corrected  by  more  explicit  legislation.  It  is  in  relation  to  the 
appointment  and  tenure  of  office  of  the  general  officers  of  the  Pro- 
visional Army.  The  system  pervading  the  organization  of  the  Provis- 
ional Army  does  not  allow  the  appointment  of  officers  at  large 
assignable  to  any  command  appropriate  to  their  grade  of  rank,  but 
only  of  the  officers  of  each  special  organization,  on  the  legal  continu- 
ance of  which  their  commissions  are  dependent.  This  is  clear  as  to 
the  company  and  field  officers,  as  may  be  ilUistrated  by  the  fact  that 
such  officer  of  a  company  or  regiment  is  not  a  captain  or  colonel  at 
large  of  the  Provisional  Army,  but  only  the  captain  or  colonel  of  bis 
particular  company  or  regiment.  The  disbandment  or  termination  of 
the  service  of  such  special  organization  loses  the  officers  their  commis- 
sions. The  same  principle  of  organization  seems  to  have  been  origi- 
nally contemplated  in  the  provision  by  the  act  of  the  Provisional  Con- 
gress of  the  6th  of  March,  1861,  for  the  appointment  of  general 
officers  to  brigades  and  divisions,  and  by  analogy,  as  is  presumable, 
likewise  to  the  commanders  of  corps  when  they  were  authorized.  It 
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Tonid  tbas  have  resulted  that  appointments  of  general  officers  oould 
only  be  made  to  special  brigades,  divisions,  or  corps,  and  that  if  any 
general  officer  was  either  wounded,  incapacitated  temporarily,  or  oth- 
.  erwise  withdrawn  from  his  special  command,  no  successor  could  be 
appointed;  and  that  on  any  brigade,  division,  or  corps  being  broken 
op  or  radically  changed  by  the  diversion  or  red iatri button  of  its  com- 
ponent parts,  the  general  officer  would  go  out  of  commission.  The 
inconveniences  and  hardships  hence  resulting  were  so  great  and  mani- 
fest that,  although  in  the  first  instance  a  disposition  was  manifested 
by  the  Executive  to  maintain  this  scheme  of  appointment  and  tenure 
of  office,  almost  of  necessity  it  had  to  be  practically  overlooked  in  the 
many  changes  inevitable  in  the  composition  of  such  large  organiza- 
tions, and  general  officers  came  to  be  assignable  from  one  brigade  to 
another,  or,  to  secure  an  actual  commander  in  the  field  in  case  of  tem- 
porary disability  of  the  general  officer  previously  commanding,  from 
capture,  wonnds,  or  other  temporary  cause,  were  appointed  for  the 
destitute  organizations.  This  came  to  be  recognized  and  acted  on  as 
a  necessity  by  Congress,  as  well  as  the  Executive,  and  to  obviate  the 
inconveniences  or  embarrassments  which  might  result  from  adeficiency 
in  the  number  of  general  officers,  the  act  of  the  13th  of  Octol>er, 
1862,  was  adopted.  This  act  provides  "that  the  President  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  to  appoint  twenty  general  officera  in  the  Provisional  Army, 
and  to  assign  them  to  such  appropriate  duties  as  he  may  deem  expe- 
dient." Under  this  law  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Executive  may 
appoint,  to  n  number  not  exceeding  twenty,  general  officers  of  the  Pro- 
visional Array  at  large,  who  may  be  assignable  to  any  command  or 
duty  appropriate  to  their  rank,  whose  commissions  are  not  contingent 
on  their  special  commands.  As  thus  a  number  of  supernumerary 
officers,  not  exceeding  twenty  in  number,  were  authorized,  it  was  con- 
sidered, by  construction,  to  obviate,  so  long  as  that  number  was  not 
exceeded,  any  obligation  of  discharging  sueli  general  officers  as  were, 
from  any  changes  of  the  service  or  otherwise,  thrown  outof  their  spe- 
cial commands,  and  to  allow  even  those  originally  appointed  to  such 
special  commands,  by  being  considered  as  among  this  number  of 
supernumeraries,  to  be  assigned  to  any  other  appropriate  duties  or 
commands.  On  these  points,  however,  well-founded  doubts  exist,  since 
the  original  appointments  may  perhaps  more  justly  determine  whether 
the  general  officer  be  the  officer  of  a  special  command,  dependent  on  its 
continnauce,  or  be  one  of  the  supernumerary  class  assignable  at  will. 
Such  construction,  however  sustainable  by  the  language  and  apparent 
contemplation  of  the  law,  would  be  both  unjust  and  mischievous. 
Very  many  of  the  most  capable  general  officers  in  the  service,  often- 
times because  of  their  superior  merits  selected  for  other  more  impor- 
tant stations,  under  the  changes  of  the  service  are  no  longer  attached 
to  the  8i>ecial  commands  for  which  they  were  appointed,  and  suc- 
cessors have  replaced  them,  or  in  the  distribution  of  forces  their 
original  organizations  have  been  broken  up.  Shall  they  be  threwn 
out  of  commission  and  deprived  of  commands?  Nor  would  the  injus- 
tice be  more  than  partially  remedied  by  placing  them  among  the 
snpemumeraiy  class,  since  for  that  a  new  appointment  would  be 
necesstuy,  which  would  deprive  them  of  their  original  date,  and  post- 
pone them  to  all  juniors  previously  in  commission.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  those  originally  appointed  as  supernumeraries  are  always  to 
be  considered  as  of  that  class,  and  not  on  assignment  to  a  particular 
command  to  hold  the  relation  of  a  commauder  originally  appointed 
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for  it,  the  number  allowed  by  the  law  wonld  be  at  onoe  exceeded 
without  meeting  the  deficiencies  of  the  service.  An  invidious  dis- 
tinction wonld  be  established  between  officers  of  the  same  grade  in 
the  Provisional  Array,  founded  solely  on  the  accident  of  appointment, 
which  could  not  fail  to  be  prolific  of  jealousies,  rivalries,  and  dis- 
contents. 

In  view  of  the  whole  subject,  it  is  recommended  that  all  general 
officers  of  the  Provisional  Army,  like  the  supernumeraries,  be  made 
independent  of  their  commands,  and  assignable,  according  to  rank, 
to  any  appropriate  command  or  duty. 

A  slight  extension  of  the  power  of  appointing  chaplains  for  the 
Army  is  likewise  desirable.  There  is,  happily,  a  large  religious  ele- 
ment and  much  devotional  feeling  in  our  Army,  which  every  consid- 
eration of  'policy,  no  less  than  grateful  duty,  requires  should  be  con- 
sulted and  fostered.  At  present,  chaplains  can  only  be  appointed  to 
posts  and  regiments.  Now,  the  men  of  one  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  service,  the  artillery,  are  not  regimentally  organized,  but 
formed  either  in  detached  companies  or  arranged  in  battalions. 
Hence  to  them  cannot  be  afforded  the  guidance  or  consolations  of 
religious  ministry.  It  is  suggested  that  a  chaplain  should  be  allowed 
to  every  ten  detached  companies,  or  to  two  battalions,  when  so  situated 
as  to  permit  to  them  a  common  ministration. 

The  act  of  the  late  Congress  for  retiring  disabled  officers  and  men 
has  been  put  in  execution,  and  is  working  beneficially  for  the  Army. 
Its  provisions,  however,  do  not  seem  to  have  been  commensurate  with 
the  claims  of  equity  and  gratitude  due  to  the  gallant  soldiers  who 
have  been  shattered  in  health  or  maimed  by  the  exposures  and 
wonnds  of  service.  It  is  confined  in  its  operation  only  to  such  as  are 
still  on  the  rolls  of  the  Army,  and  has  no  respect  to  those  who  may 
have  been,  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  heretofore  put  out  of  service. 
No  adequate  cause,  either  in  reason  or  justice,  can  he  perceived  for 
such  limitation.  Indeed,  on  the  score  of  merit,  the  cases  of  those 
who  had  continued,  while  incapable  of  active  duty  in  the  field,  on  sick 
leave,  or  in  positions  of  light  duty,  rather  cumbering  than  aiding  the 
service,  appear  less  entitled  to  consideration  than  those  more  disin- 
terested officers  who  sacrificed  their  commissions,  often  their  sole 
dependence,  from  honorable  sensibility,  lest  they  should  block  the 
promotion  of  the  inferior  officers  on  whom  their  duties  had  been  cast. 
Not  a  few  cases  of  this  kind  have  been  known  to  the  Department,  in 
which  the  acceptance  of  the  resignation,  while  constrained  by  the 
interest  of  the  service,  has  been  done  with  pain  and  regret  at  the 
necessity  of  allowing  the  self-sacrifice  which  a  sense  of  honor  imposed 
on  the  gallant  officer.  The  sole  consideration  which  can  exist  to  pre- 
vent the  extension  to  all  such  resigned  ofBcers  of  the  privileges  | 
accorded  by  the  act  to  those  still  in  service,  is  the  ungracious  one  of  ! 
economy,  which,  in  a  liberal  view,  would  be  as  inapplicable  from  true 
policy  as  from  a  due  regard  to  the  sentiment  of  justice  and  gratitude 
involved.  As  very  many  of  these  disabled  and  scarred  veterans  are 
still  capable  of  much  service  at  posts  or  other  light  duties,  their 
restoralion  to  rank  would  probably  prove  much  more  a  gain  than  a 
buMlen  to  the  country,  while  it  would  manifest  grateful  appreciation 
and  secure  some  partial  provision  for  the  honored  sufferers  of  our  cam- 
paigns. It  is,  therefore,  earnestly  recommended  that  the  privileges 
of  the  act  be  extended  to  embrace  those  who,  from  like  causes  of  dis-  I 
ability  or  wonnds  in  service,  have  heretofore  resigned  or  been  dis- 
charged. 
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The  corps  of  engineer  troops  authorized  by  the  late  CongresH,  after 
not  a  few  impediments  and  delays  resulting  from  the  relucttance  of 
commanders  to  part  with,  by  details,  their  veterans  from  the  line, 
have  at  last  been  oi^nized  in  the  main  of  new  matorial,  and  have 
been  provided  with  the  requisite  trains  and  implements  of  service. 
They  have  Ix^en  the  object  of  special  interest  and  care  to  the  able 
head  of  the  Engineer  Bureau,  and  to  his  intelligent  supervision  and 
persistant  efforts  are  mainly  due  their  efficient  organizjition  and  com- 
plete provision.  They  are  compmed  for  the  most  part  of  picked  men,  , 
and  embody  many  valuable  mechanics  and  skilled  lalwrers,  who, 
guided  by  the  intelligence  and  experience  of  officers  selected  from 
their  peculiar  qualifications  and  training  as  engineers,  cannot  fail  to  „ 
prove  eminently  advantageous  in  facilitating  the  movements  and 
providing  the  defenses  of  our  armies.  Their  merits  and  value  are. 
already  warmly  appreciated  and  acknowledged  by  the  generals  who 
have  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  their  services,  and  it  Is  not  doubted 
they  will  so  advance,  with  increased  experience  and  practice,  in 
estimation  and  utility,  as  to  fully  vindicate  the  wisdom  of  their 
organization. 

The  boards  of  examination,  the  military  courts,  and  the  provisions 
of  the  late  law  allowing  officers  to  be  dropped  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  commanding  generals,  are  operating  favorably  on  the  disci- 
pline and  efficiency  of  the  Army.  Grave  doubts  have,  however,  been 
expressed  by  one  of  our  most  distinguished  generals  whether  changes 
by  a  law  of  the  late  session  in  relation  to  the  military  courts  have  not 
so  closely  assimilated  them,  in  the  necessity  of  referring  charges  and 
having  them  reviewed  in  each  case  by  the  commanding  general,  to 
^neral  courts-martial  as  to  have  diminished  their  efficiency  in  facil- 
itating the  dispatch  of  cases  and  promptitude  of  punishment.  Mod- 
ification of  the  lawin  these  respects  is  therefore  respectfully  suggested. 
Indeed,  the  mass  of  business  cast  on  the  reviewing  authorities — the 
commanding  general,  the  Department,  and  the  President — by  these 
various  modes  of  removing  incompetency  and  punishing  offenses, 
cannot  be  dispatched  without  neglecting  other  duties  of  higher  import. 
The  responsibilities,  however,  entailed  are  of  so  grave  and  delicate  a 
character,  and  involve  so  much  of  pei-sonal  discretion,  that  they  can- 
not be  discarded  or  consigned  to  others.  Remedial  legislation  in 
these  particulars  is  urgently  demanded.  It  is  with  deference  sug- 
gested that  an  officer,  to  be  connected  with  the  Adjutant-General's 
Bureau,  and  to  be  designated  the  Judge-Advocate- General,  with  the 
rtutk  at  least  of  colonel,  to  be  aided  by  assistants,  one  to  be  with  the 
commanding  general  of  each  separate  army  in  the  field,  with  the 
rank  Ht  least  of  lieutenant-colonel,  be  authorized,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  review  in  the  first  instance  all  the  sentences  of  the  military  courts, 
courts-mfutial,  and  examining  boards,  with  the  right  of  appeal  within 
a  limited  time,  where  the  cases  were  tried  in  the  field  and  the  sentence 
deprived  the  accused  of  dither  commission  or  life.  This  appeal  might 
l>e  first  to  the  general  commanding,  who  might  either  decide  it  finally 
or  suspend  execution  and  refer  it,  through  the  Judge- Advocate- Gen- 
eral, to  the  Department,  to  be  decided  by  it,  or,  at  its  discretion,  sub- 
mitted to  the  President.  In  all  cases  not  arising  and  tried  with  an 
army  in  the  field,  the  review  might  be,  in  the  first  instance,  by  the 
Judge- Advocate-General,  subject  to  the  right  of  like  appeal,  when 
life  or  commission  was  the  forfeiture  of  the  sentence,  to  the  Depart- 
nwut,  which  should  either  decide  or  submit  to  the  President.  Of 
eoofse,  tite  privilege  of  interposing  by  Bzeoative  clemency,  vested  in 
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the  President,  would  remain  unaffected,  and  application  in  appro- 
priate form  might  1>e  made  to  him  in  all  cases.  By  the  plan  proposed, 
or  some  similar  one,  all  venial  cases  and  a  Urge  proportion  of  grave 
ones  would  be  disposed  of  without  burdening  the  commanding  gen- 
eral or  the  Department.  So  only  those  of  special  gravity  would  come 
to  the  Department,  or  claim  the  action  of  the  President,  while  the 
fjracious  prerogative  of  mercy  would  in  all  be  pi-eserved  to  him. 
Promptitude  and  certainty  in  the  disposition  of  all  cases  would  be 
reconciled  with  due  consideration  and  full  revision. 

More  important  advantage  to  the  service,  it  is  believed,  would  result 
from  the  extension  of  the  power  now  intrusted  to  the  Executive,  of 
assigning  to  commands,  with  temporary  rank,  officers  of  the  Confed- 
erate Army,  to  officers  likewise  of  the  Provisional  Army.  The  power 
has  been  both  useful  and  convenient  with  respect  to  the  former,  and 
the  considerations  tlmt  recommend  it  apply  with  daily  increasing  force 
to  officers  of  the  Provisional  Army.  In  the  service,  the  power  of 
promptly  rewarding  and  advancing  decided  merit  presents  an  invalua- 
ble incentive  to  improvement  and  the  display  of  high  qualities.  The 
right,  too,  of  selecting  from  all  ranks  or  branches  of  the  service, 
without  being  restricted  by  the  gradation  of  permanent  rank,  the 
officers  who  may  have  shown  qualities  eminently  adapting  them  for 
special  commands,  must  conduce  greatly  to  the  development  and  com- 
mand of  the  highest  qualifications  of  leadership.  Surprise  has  nut 
unfrequently  Iwen  felt  and  expressed  that,  though  happily  blessed 
with  not  a  few  generals  distinguished  alike  by  skill  and  success,  yet 
with  our  armies,  composed  in  large  degree  of  such  intelligent  and  cul- 
tivated men,  and  characterized  by  such  high  courage  and  proclivities 
for  war,  more  of  conspicuous  ability  and  military  genius  have  not 
been  elicited  and  displayed.  That  these  rare  and  inestimable  gifts 
exist  latent  within  our  armies  cannot  be  doubted,  but  our  system, 
especially  in  the  Provisional  Army,  has  not  been  calculated  to  foster 
or  discover  them.  Officers  are  In  that  army  made  strictly  dependent 
on  and  confined  to  limited  organizations  in  special  branches  of  the 
service,  and,  whatever  their  peculiar  qualifications,  cannot  be  perma- 
nently assigned  nor  be  advanced,  save  by  the  accident  of  promotion 
by  seniority,  or  even  on  the  display  of  distinguished  valor  and  skill, 
except  in  their  limited  organizations.  As  the  officers  of  the  Provis- 
ional Army  improve  in  experience  and  military  attainmentH  it  becomes 
more  and  more  important  that  they  should  not  be  confined  to  special 
branches  of  service,  but  have  varied  or  enlarged  spheres  of  action,  so 
as  to  be  prepared  for  moi-e  general  commands,  and  that  their  special 
capacities  should  be  utilized  to  the  greatest  advantage.  Besides  the 
benefits  attained  by  temporary'  assignments,  grave  inconveniences 
wotdd  likewise  be  avoided.  All  advancements,  when  made,  especially 
with  officers  not  trained  by  military  education  or  experience  anteced- 
ent to  the  war,  must  necessarily  be  in  lai^  measure  experimental 
and  of  doubtful  results,  and  yet  they  are  penAanent,  however  unsaited 
or  inefficient.  Unless  positively  incompetent,  the  officers  must  remain 
in  their  new  commands,  scarce  equal  to  their  duties  and  incapable  of 
inspiring  confidence  or  enthusiasm,  and  yet  often  by  their  rank  over- 
shadowing or  blocking  the  way  to  their  superiors  in  all  the  endow- 
ments for  command.  It  would  have  been  far  better  to  have  tested,  by 
temporary  assignment,  the  qualities  of  the  officer  for  the  incresised 
rank  and  command  before  he  was  irretrievably  fixed  in  it.  It  is  often 
found  that  an  admirable  captain  proves  unequal  to  the  command  of  a 
r^ment,  or  an  accomplished  colonel  fails  in  the  wider  command  of 


CONFEDEBATE  AUTHOBrrtBS. 


338 


a  brigadier,  and  not  unfreqnently  in  even  higher  rank  will  the  distin- 
guished subordinate  general  prove  Inadequate  to  wider  or  independent 
command.  The  officer — especially  in  an  army  so  improvised  and 
hastily  organized — should  he  tested  and  approved  in  each  important 
advance  by  command  with  temporary  assignment  before  being  per- 
iQanently  established  in  his  increased  grade.  In  short,  the  practice 
of  such  assignments  woald  afiford  the  highest  incentives;  would  give 
cnlai^d  experience  and  opportunities  of  display;  would  foster  and 
elicit  special  merits  and  military  genius,  and  would  assure  in  perma- 
nent commands  approved  capacities. 

Serious  inconvenience  has  been  caused  officers  in  the  field  and 
much  suffering  in  some  instances  to  officers  at  posts  by  the  late  law 
giving  but  restricting  the  former  to  one  ration  and  allowing  the  lat- 
ter the  privilege  of  purchasing  only  one.  It  is  respectfully  recom- 
mended that  the  law  be  so  amended  as  to  give  officers  in  the  field  one 
ration,  and  to  allow  to  all  the  privilege  of  purchase,  subject  to  such 
regulations  as  may  be  imposed  by  the  Department.  This  cannot  pos- 
sibly r^ult  in  any  injury  to  the  public  service,  while  the  object  of  the 
late  law  will  be  attained,  which  was  obviously  to  confer  a  benefit  and 
not  work  a  hardship. 

In  this  connection  it  is  appropriate  to  advert  to  the  peculiar  and 
rather  anomalous  provision  of  the  existing  law  regulating  the  pay  and 
Hlfowanees  of  general  officers.  No  difference  in  these  resi)ect8  is 
made  among  them,  with  the  sole  exception  (under  the  present  excep- 
tional rates  of  prices  of  trivial  effect),  that  to  the  general  actually 
commanding  an  array  in  the  field  there  ia  an  added  allowance  of  $100 
a  month.  No  distinction  otherwise  in  pay  or  allowances  is  made 
from  a  brigadier  up  to  a  general.  As  with  increase  of  rank  and  com- 
mand additional  expenditures  and  charges  are  Imposed,  the  simple 
consideration  of  justice  would  demand  correspondingly  increased 
pay  and  allowances.  Kquality  in  such  eases  is  inequity,  but,  in  addi- 
tion, it  is  contrary  to  all  experience  and  pi-actice  to  have  no  consid- 
eration in  compensation  to  increased  dignity  and  more  important 
service.  A  singular  illustration  of  the  present  inequity  of  the  law  is 
presented  by  the  fact  that  the  veteran  general  recently  assigned  to 
thedqty  of  directing,  under  the  President,  all  our  armies,  and  required 
to  incur  all  the  expenses  of  a  residence  at  the  capital,  is  deprived  of 
the  additional  allowance  he  would  have  had  as  a  general  commanding 
an  armj'  in  the  field,  and  receives  no  more  than  the  latest  brigadier. 
It  is  surely  only  right  that  pay  and  allowances  should  have  an  appro- 
priate relation  to  rank  and  extent  of  duties,  entailing,  as  they  must, 
larger  expenditures,  and  it  ia  confidently  hoped  that  our  general  offi- 
cers of  the  more  advanced  grades  will  not  longer  be  enforced  to  the 
embarrassments,  privations,  and  destitution  of  attendants  by  which, 
under  the  present  compensation  allowed  and  the  restrictions  on  the 
Hubject  of  rations,  in  the  midst  of  their  anxieties  and  high  responsi- 
bilities, they  are  now  annoyed. 

Attention  is  likewise  called  to  the  necessity  for  some  adequate  pro- 
vision to  defray  the  expenses  of  officers  traveling  under  orders.  The 
present  allowances  are  insufficient  to  bear  the  charges,  which  no  econ- 
omy, or  even  parsimony,  can  avoid,  and  the  inadequate  pay  of  the 
officer  little  enables  him  to  dischai^e  such  expenses.  The  simplest 
justice  requires  that  at  least  the  necessary  expenses  incurred  in  obe- 
dience to  orders  should  be  defrayed  by  the  Government. 

Some  provision  should  likewise  bo  made  to  compensate  the  commis- 
sioners directed  to  be  appointed  by  the  act  suspending  in  certain 
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cases  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  The  dnttes  are  of  a  delicate  and 
responsible  character,  and  the  compensation  should  be  liberal  enough 
to  engage  the  services  of  men  of  high  character  and  intelligence. 

The  recent  military  bills  increasing  the  range  of  conscription  have 
engaged  the  constant  attention  and  energetic  efforts  of  the  able  hea<l 
of  the  Conscript  Bureau  in  their  enforcement.  His  accompanying 
report,  to  which  attention  is  invited,  will  exhibit  results  so  far 
attained  in  recruiting  the  armies  and  at  the  same  time  explain  the 
embarrassments  and  impediments  which  have  hindi'red  more  rapid 
execution.*  These  have  resulted  very  ranch  from  the  necessity  of 
examining  the  numerous  claims  presented  for  exemptions  or  details 
under  the  exceptions  and  avowed  policy  of  the  law,  and  from  the  diffi- 
culty of  commanding  the  class  and  number  of  assistants  and  officers 
for  the  multifarious  duties  cast  on  the  Bureau.  Owing  to  the  deca- 
dence of  the  volunteering  spirit,  a  lai^e  proportion  of  those  liable  to 
enrollment  prefer  claims  of  exemption  or'detail  which  justice  and  a 
regard  for  the  aims  avowed  in  the  law  require  to  be  investigated  and 
decided.  At  the  Name  time  the  omission  of  Congress  to  authorize  the 
appointment  of  officers  for  enrolling  service  and  the  expectation  that 
officers  to  be  retired  under  the  invalid  bill  would  suffice  by  assign- 
ment for  such  duties  have  placed  the  conscription  service  under  some- 
thing like  a  temporary  privation.  The  period  of  such  transition  from 
old  to  new  agencies  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  would 
have  been  embarrassing  and  retarding,  but  the  delays  have  been 
increased  by  the  necessity  of  awaiting  the  process  of  retiring  officers 
under  a  contemporaneous  law,  which  must  inevitably  be  of  slow  and 
gradual  execution.  Even  when  such  officers  have  been  retired  and 
can  be  commanded,  they  are  new  to  their  duties,  and  the  retention  of 
their  full  rank  often  makes  it  difficult  to  adjust  them  in  appropriate 
ndations  with  the  few  more  experienced  officers  whom  the  laws  had 
authorized  to  be  appointed  for  the  duties  of  conscription.  This  will 
readily  be  appreciated  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  highest  rank 
authorized  for  such  service  is  that  of  major  of  a  camp  of  instruction. 
It  is  earnestly  recommended  that  power  of  appointing,  with  rank 
varying  from  a  lieutenant  to  a  colonel,  for  enrolling  and  for  supervis- 
ing conscription  in  each  State,  a  limited  number  of  competent  offi- 
cers, whether  from  the  retired  list  or  those  having  special  training  or 
qualifications  for  the  duties,  be  conferred.  The  duties  cast  on  the 
Conscript  Bureau  are  multifarious  and  arduous,  as  well  as  of  prime 
moment,  and  it  surely  is  not  unreasonable  to  ask  the  privilege  of 
selecting  and  employing  fitting  instrumentalities  for  their  accom- 
plishment. 

Another  cause  of  some  retardation  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  of 
conscription  results,  necessarily,  from  the  persistent  policy  of  the 
Department  to  rely  for  its  regular  administration  on  the  prestige  of 
law  and  the  support  of  intelligent  public  opinion  to  established  author- 
ity, rather  than  on  military  coercion  by  sustaining  forces.  Thus, 
instead  of  the  forced  gathering  up,  as  with  a  drag  net,  of  all  that  come 
within  prescribed  ages,  there  is  the  accorded  privilege  of  volunteer- 
ing; thereafter  enrollment,  with  due  respect  to  the  limitations  of  the 
law  and  the  claims  for  exemption  and  details,  and  their  appropriate 
assignment.  As  the  regular  administration  of  law  is  more  tedious  than 
the  summary  judgments  of  arbitrary  authority,  so  this  system  sacrifice.^ 
something  of  expedition  to  justice.  But  much  greater  advantages  are, 
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it  is  believed,  secured  by  the  equity  and  certainty  of  exeention,  and 
by  the  leconoilement  of  the  people  to  its  sever©  i-equirements.  Of 
course  in  some  limited  districts,  where  disafTection  or  desertion  may 
have  assembled  open  recusants  to  the  law,  the  rejrnlar  agencies 
employed  have  to  be  sustained  by  the  local  or  regular  forces.  While 
so  Ifu^  a  number  of  conscripts  may  not,  under  this  syatepi,  l>e  at  once 
thrown  into  the  Army,  yet  the  continuous  return  of  deserters  and 
stra^lers  and  the  steady  recruitment  of  our  armies  may  be  counted 
on  to  maintain  and  enhance  their  numbers  and  efficiency. 

In  natural  connection  with  the  maintenance  of  our  armies  the 
thought  is  attracted  to  the  condition  of  numbers  of  our  gallant  sol- 
diers now  languishing  in  the  prisons  of  the  enemy.  The  sympathies 
of  a  grateful  country  are  fixed  u{)OU  tliem  with  the  deepest  interest, 
and  the  Department  has  but  shared  and  responded  to  those  feelings  in 
making  all  the  efforts  consistent  with  dignity  and  honor  for  their 
relief  and  release.  The  protraction  of  their  confinement  has  been 
due  solely  to  the  inhuman  policy  and  perfidy  of  our  enemies,  whoso 
Goremment  has  omitted  and  refused  to  maintain  the  faith  pledged  in 
the  cartel  of  exchange.  W  ith  the  terms  of  that  agreement  our  Gov- 
ernment has  ever  been  ready  and  earnest  to  comply,  and  in  a  variety 
of  modes,  even  by  an  extraordinary  mission  of  the  second  officer  of 
the  Government,  has  sought  to  re-establish  its  operation  or  to  arrange 
satisfactory  measures  of  exchange.  Its  remonstrances  and  its  over- 
tures have  alike  proved  futile,  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  must  stand  responsible  before  the  world  and  in  the  sight  of  a 
just  God  for  all  the  privations,  sufferings,  and  loss  of  life  by  disease 
or  otherwise  entailed  by  confinement  on  the  prisoners  held  on  either 
Bide,  not  less  on  their  own  than  on  ours.  The  latest,  among  the 
shifts  and  subterfuges  adopted  by  them  to  evade  compliance  with 
their  plighted  engagements,  has  been  the  selection,  with  tlie  ostensible 
purpose  of  renewing  exchange,  for  the  mission  of  treating  on  the 
subject  with  our  authorities,  of  General  Butler,  the  infamous  author 
of  so  many  atrocities  in  a  former  command  as  to  have  received  the 
f-xecration  of  the  world,  and  to  have  been  banned  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  President  with  the  name  and  character  of  an  out  law  and  a  felon, 
to  whom  were  to  be  extended  none  of  the  privileges  of  civilized  war- 
fare, but  whose  crimes,  if  he  came  into  our  power,  were  to  be  visited 
with  the  condign  punishment  of  an  infamous  death.  It  may  well 
excite  surprise  and  indignation  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  should  select,  for  any  position  of  dignity  and  command,  a  man 
so  notoriously  stigmatized  by  the  common  sentiment  of  enlightened 
nations.  But  it  is  not  for  us  to  deny  their  right  to  appreciate  and 
select  whom  they  may,  not  inappropriately  perhaps,  deem  a  fitting 
type  and  representative  of  their  power  and  characteristics.  While 
we  maintain  belligerent  relations  with  them,  we  must,  of  course,  rec- 
ognize the  official  character  of  whatever  officers  they  may  empower 
to  act  within  their  own  limits  and  within  the  sphere  of  their  separate 
action.  We  must,  therefore,  rec<^ize  the  fact  of  official  position 
being  held  by  such  a  character,  and  this  was  done,  contemporaneously 
and  subsequently  to  the  issue  of  the  President's  proclamation,  by  our 
generals  in  the  field,  when  compelled  to  necessary  official  relations 
with  the  Federal  commander  at  New  Orleans;  but  when  option  can 
be  exercised  by  ourselves,  and  within  the  limits  of  our  own  territory 
or  within  the  control  of  our  armies,  it  is  neither  to  be  expected,  nor 
would  it  comport  with  the  honor  or  dignity  of  the  Confederacy,  that 
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an  outlaw  and  a  felun  should  be  received  and  admitted  to  the  conrte- 
sies  or  privileges  of  civilized  warfare,  or  exempted  from  the  liabilities 
of  a  criminal.  It  has  held  him  up  to  the  detestation  of  Christendom 
and  obtained  the  answering  award  of  moral  condemnation  from  the 
tribunal  of  enlightened  public  sentiment  everywhere.  Within  its 
limits,  and  wherever  its  power  may  enable  it  to  execute  justice,  he 
has  been  and  will  be  held  an  outlaw  and  a  felon.  To  essay  more 
would  be  mere  bmiwm  fidmen  a^lnst  the  criminal,  yet  entail  incon- 
veniences to  our  own  Government  and  injury  to  innocent  victims 
of  his  malevolence.  In  this  view,  the  Government  has  sought  to 
regulate  its  action.  It  has  not  denied  the  power  or  position,  how- 
ever unworthily  bestowed  by  his  own  Government  on  General  Butler 
within  their  limits,  but  has  refused  to  receive  or  admit  him  within 
ours.  If  an  honest  purpose  of  effecting  exchanges,  in  compliance 
with  the  cartel  or  on  equitable  terms,  be  really  ent-ertained  by  the 
enemy,  all  the  arrangements  essential  thereto  may  be  readily  attained 
consistiently  with  the  position  thus  justly  held  by  our  Government; 
while,  if  the  selection  was  intended  merely  as  a  pretext  of  avoidance, 
or  for  the  purpose  of  gratuitous  offense,  the  hypocrisy  of  the  one 
design  or  the  malignity  of  the  other  will  be  exposed.  Since  this 
relation  has  been  held  some  limited  exchanges  by  indirect  communi- 
cation have  been  effected,  and  hopes  are  entertained,  especially  in 
view  of  the  increased  number  of  prisoners  which  recent  successes 
have  given  us,  that  the  inhnman  policy  and  delusive  pretenses  of  the 
enemy  will  be  abandoned  and  the  equitable  stipulations  of  the  cartel 
be  again  acknowledged  and  executed.  Such  consummation  would 
thrill  with  emotions  of  gratification  the  whole  population  of  the  Con- 
federacy, and  bear  relief  and  consolation  to  thousands  of  families 
throughout  the  land.  For  a  fuller  history  and  explanation  of  all  the 
proceedings  connected  with  the  subject  of  exchange,  reference  is 
made  and  special  attention  invited  to  the  accompanying  report  of  Mr. 
Ould,  our  able  commissioner  of  exchange.* 

Since  my  last  report  the  administrative  operations  of  the  respective 
bureaus  have  been  conducted  with  ability  and  energy  by  the  zealous 
officers  in  charge.  They  have  had  many  difficulties  to  encounter  from 
the  fluctuating  currency;  from  deficiency  of  supplies;  from  the  with- 
drawal of  workmen  and  imperfect  means  of  transportation;  yet 
despite  of  these  and  other  impediments,  they  have,  in  all  instances, 
it  is  believed,  not  only  maintained,  but  have  rather  increased  the 
efficiency  and  success  of  their  varied  working  departments.  One  of 
their  greatest  embarrassments  has  resulted  from  the  law  of  the  late 
Congress  prohibiting,  under  severe  penalties,  the  employment  or 
w)ntlnuance  in  employment  of  any  liable  to  military  duty.  As  the 
operations  of  several  of  t  he  most  important  bureaus  required  assist-ants 
as  well  as  officers  of  great  activity  and  energy,  rarely  to  be  found 
except  in  the  prime  of  life,  a  large  number  of  the  most  trusted  and 
essential  employes  came  within  the  prohibited  classes.  To  dismiss 
them  at  once,  without  breaking  up,  at  the  most  critical  and  imporlant 
period,  the  operations  of  the  e.ssential  bureaos  of  Subsistence,  Supply, 
and  Transportation,  was  plainly  impossible.  It  became  necessary, 
therefore,  that  the  power  of  detail,  which  had  been  reposed,  it  is  to 
be  presumed,  to  guard  against  such,  among  other  contingencies,  should 
be  exercised  by  the  Department  more  liberally  than  would  have  been 
otherwise*  consistent  with  its  views.    Every  exertion  has,  however, 
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been  made  to  restrict  the  details  to  the  narrowest  limits  cohsistent 
with  the  continuance  of  efficient  service  in  the  bureaus,  and  they  have 
not  been  made  without  strict  scrutiny  and  assurance,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, of  their  positive  necessity.  Instructions,  too,  have  been  given 
and  efforts  are  being  made  to  diminish  gradually  these  details  and  to 
supply  their  places,  as  fast  as  subBtitutes  can  be  found,  from  the 
disabled  or  infirm  or  from  the  reserve  classes.  The  steadfast  aim  of 
the  Department  has  been,  tmd  will  conttntie  to  be,  to  place  in  our 
armies  in  active  service  every  able-bodied  man,  liable  to  bear  arms, 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five.  If  such  result  be  attained 
it  cannot  be  doubted  armies  will  be  maintained  as  large  as  the  resources 
of  the  country  would,  in  consistency  with  the  permanent  welfare  of 
the  people,  justify,  and  fully  adequate  to  achieve  and  assure  independ- 
ence and  peace. 

Another  embarrassment  in  the  administrative  departments  hafl 
resulted  from  the  limitation  by  law  to  the  compensation  allowed  to 
detailed  men  from  the  armies,  who  are  generally  skilled  workmen 
or  experts,  and  withdrawn  on  that  account.  Only  $S  a  day  is  by 
the  law  allowed  them,  and  at  existing  inordinate  rates  It  is,  in  the 
places  where  their  duties  compel  their  presence,  simply  impossible  for 
them  to  support  life,  much  less  secure  reasonable  comforts  or  aid 
their  families.  What  adds  to  the  grievance  is,  that  to  the  foreigners 
and  others  working  by  their  sides  three  or  four  times  as  much  com- 
pensation has  to  be  given  to  retain  them  in  their  employments.  Some 
additional  provision  for  such  detailed  men  must  be  made,  and  it  is 
suggested  that  at  least  support,  quarters,  and  clothing  be  secured  to 
them.  It  is  impracticable  to  provide  them  by  any  tlxed  rate  of  pay, 
for  in  our  exceptional  circumstances  the  necessary  amount  would  vary 
largely  in  different  localities  and  in  brief  intervals  of  time.  In  this 
connection,  too,  it  is  not  inappropriate  agaiu  to  invoke  earnestly  con- 
sideration to  the  wholly  inadequate  compensation  afforded  to  the  clerks 
and  employ^  of  the  Department.  The  financial  measures  of  the  late 
Congress,  it  is  hoped,  will,  in  their  full  development,  compel  reduction 
of  inflated  prices,  but  as  yet  they  have  been  inoperative  to  afford  any 
relief.  Without  means  other  than  their  salaries  it  is  impossible  for 
the  clerks  to  obtain  bare  subsistence.  They  are  faithful  and  laborious 
officers,  and  every  consideration  of  justice  and  policy  demands  that 
they  should  receive  at  least  a  fair  support.  With  the  fluctuation  of 
prices  this  cannot  easily  be  secured  by  a  moderate  compensation  in 
currency.  Provision  should  be  made  to  supply  them  with  rations  and 
clothing,  or  a  part  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  their  pay  being 
employed  in  the  purchase  and  export  of  cotton,  they  should  receive  a 
limited  proportion,  say  a  third  or  fourth,  of  their  salaries  in  sterling 
exchange. 

The  supply  departments  are  experiencing  increased  difficulties  firom 
the  scarcity  existing  in  considerable  port.ions  of  the  Confederate,  and 
from  the  relnctance  in  all  to  sell  under  the  expectation  of  advancing 
prices.  The  great  resource  is,  und  it  is  feared  will  have  for  some  time 
at  least  to  be,  impressment.  While  it  is  certainly  most  desirable  this 
mode  of  supply  should  be  d  ispensed  with,  or  at  least  made  as  equitable 
and  regular  as  practicable,  yet  facility  and  rapidity  of  execution  are 
indispensable.  Some  features  of  the  late  law  regulating  impressments, 
it  is  suggested  with  deference,  retard  and  obstruct  its  operation,  and 
might  be  modified  to  the  great  convenience  of  the  Government  and 
without  serious  prejudice  to  the  citizen.   The  requirement,  too,  of 
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local  appraisements,  without  appeal  to  a  general  arbjt«r,  seems  a  very 
defective  mode  of  securing  only  just  compensation,  and  is  rather 
palculated  to  stimulate  grasping  desires  and  to  foment  the  discontents 
which  always  spring  from  inequality  and  diversity  of  prices.  Such 
appraisements,  it  is  submitted,  do  not  afford  a  fair  criterion  of  just 
compensation  under  the  exceptional  circnmstances  of  the  Confederacy. 
A  much  juster  rule  would  be  the  cost  of  production  with  a  fair  profit 
thereon,  to  be  determined  by  selected  officers  of  undoubted  probity 
and  intelligence.  Recurrence  to  such  system  of  general  regulation, 
rather  than  to  the  fluctuating  estimates  of  local  appraisers,  is  earnestly 
recoramendetl.  Some  positive  provision  and  some  regular  process  of 
enforcement  against  citizens  resisting  or  evading  impressments  are 
also  desirable,  as  the  law  is  now  almost  without  the  sanction  of  a 
penalty  or  a  mode  of  legal  execution.  Military  coercion  is  ever  to  be 
deprecated  as  a  dependence  for  the  administration  of  law. 

The  expediency  of  the  tithe  tax  has  been  fully  vindicated,  as  it  has 
proved  a  most  valuable  resource  for  the  subsistence  of  the  armies  and 
the  most  acceptable  form  of  imposition  on  the  producers.  It  should 
certainly  be  continued,  and,  in  my  judgment,  on  some  leading  articles 
of  subsistence,  such  as  meat,  wheat,  rice,  and  products  of  me  sugar 
cane,  should  be  increased.  Some  delays  have  arisen  in  its  collection 
from  the  lack  of  adequate  transportation,  and  from  the  want  of  har- 
mony between  the  assessors  and  collectors.  As  the  supervision  of 
both  classes  of  officers  is  now  reposed  in  the  same  department,  more 
unity  of  action  may  hereafter  be  expected.  In  the  amendments  made 
to  the  law,  however,  at  the  last  session,  too  limited  a  time  has,  accord- 
ing to  the  judgment  and  experience  of  the  officers  charged  with  its 
execution,  been  allowed  for  collection  before  the  privilege  of  commu- 
tation. That  period  is  limited  to  five  months  only,  within  which  all 
collections  must  be  completed.  With  the  means  of  transport  and 
storage  possessed,  this  is  physically  impracticable  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  Confederacy.  An  extension  of  the  period  to  at  least 
eight  months  is  therefore  recommended. 

Under  the  legislation  of  the  late  Congress  efficient  regulations  have 
been  adopted  to  make  our  great  staples  more  available  for  providing 
funds  and  sustaining  our  credit  abroad  by  exportation.  Adequate 
precautions  have,  likewise,  been  taken  to  assure,  on  the  exx>ort  of 
these  leading  articles  of  commerce,  when  taken  out  of  the  Confed- 
eracy for  private  gain,  fair  returns  of  useful  supplies  for  the  Govern- 
ment and  people.  The  period  is  yet  too  brief  to  allow  full  realization 
of  the  benefits  to  be  expected  from  this  policy,  but  enough  is  shown 
to  vindicate  its  wisdom  and  call  for  its  maintenance.  It  would  be  at 
once  a  great  triumph  over  our  enemies,  and  not  an  unprofitable  lesson 
to  neutral  nations,  that  the  malice  of  the  former,  as  exhibited  in  their 
futile  efforts,  by  a  pretended  blockade,  to  cut  off  the  commerce  of  the 
Confederacy,  and  the  stolid  indifference  of  the  latter  to  their  viola- 
tion of  the  law  of  nations  and  recent  treaty  stipulations,  should,  by 
the  enhancement  of  prices  consequently  falling  on  consumers  abroad, 
and  especially  their  own  people,  prove  the  effective  means  of  sustain- 
ing our  credit  and  securing  adequate  supplies  to  the  Confederacy. 
This  is  perfectly  praotieuble  by  sufficient  increase  in  the  number  of 
vessels,  and  by  greater  attention  to  affording  facilities  for  evading 
the  blockade,  and  rendering  more  directly  the  aid  and  countenance 
of  the  Ciovernmeut  to  the  provision  of  the  staples  at  the  ports,  and  to 
the  enlistment  of  private  enterprise  and  capital  in  the  trade. 
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The  nniTeTsal  appreciation  of  the  value  of  these  ^rreat  staples  sug- 
gests the  inquiry  whether,  as  they  cannot  be  exported  at  au  approach 
to  their  production,  they  may  not  be  employed  within  the  Confed- 
eracy to  maintain  our  internal  as  abroad  they  will  our  external  credit. 
This  subject  belongs  perhaps  more  appropriately  to  another  depart- 
ment of  the  Administration,  from  whose  matured  thought  and  larger 
experience  more  reliable  counsel  may  be  obtained;  but  the  great 
interest  of  this  Department  in  utilizing  all  means  of  supply  and  secur- 
ing acceptable  securities  for  purchasing  may  excuse  the  suggestion. 
It  is  believed  a  plan  might  be  devised  by  which  the  quantities  of  these 
great  staples,  which  could  be  readily  obtained  for  the  Government,  by 
the  tithe  and  the  exaction  of  the  tax  on  them,  as  on  gold  in  kind,  rather 
than  value,  might  be  so  disposed  of  as  to  provide  a  tempting  mode  of 
investment  to  capitalists,  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  and  thus  assure 
large  available  means  for  meeting  the  disbursements  of  the  war, 
wiUiout  the  further  issue  of  a  redundant  currency. 

Of  all  the  difficnlties  encountered  by  the  administrative  bureaus, 
perhaps  the  greatest  has  been  the  deflcienoy  in  transportation.  With 
the  coasting  trade  cut  off  and  the  command  by  the  enemy,  through 
their  naval  superiority,  of  all  our  great  rivers,  reliance  for  internal 
trade  and  communication  has  been  necessarily  on  the  railroads.^ 
These  were  never  designed  nor  provided  with  means  for  the  task 
now  incumbent  upon  them.  They  have,  besides,  suffered  much  from 
inability  to  command  the  supplies  of  iron,  implements,  and  machinery 
they  habitually  imported,  and  from  many  sacrifices  and  losses  in  the 
war.  The  deficiency  of  skilled  labor  has  also  been  a  great  embar- 
rassment, even  in  requisite  repairs.  It  is  impossible  they  can  be 
maintained  in  eflBciency,  or  that  even  the  leading  lines  can  be  kept 
np,  without  the  direct  aid  and  interposition  of  the  Government. 
Some  of  the  shorter  and  least  important  roads  must  be  sacrificed  and 
the  iron  and  machinery  taken  for  the  maintenance  of  the  leading  lines 
and  for  the  construction  of  some  essential  and  less  exposed  interior 
links  of  connection.  They  will  also  have  to  be  supplied  with  sterling 
funds,  or  means  of  exporting  our  staples  to  command  them,  and  facil- 
ities of  purchasing  and  importing  necessary  supplies  of  machinery 
and  the  Uke.  The  Government  will  have  to  assist,  by  the  construction 
of  cars  and  locomotives,  and  to  give  facilities  for  procuring  labor, 
and  eepecially  skilled  labor,  oftentimes  even  by  details  from  the  Army, 
in  which,  during  the  first  stagnation  of  business  attendant  on  the  war, 
a  very  large  proportion  of  the  machinists  and  mechanics  entered.  It 
is  recommended  that  by  appropriate  legislation  aids  in  these  various 
modes  be  authorized.  In  return  for  such  privileges  full  command 
over  all  the  resources  and  means  of  transport  poss^sed  by  the  roads 
whenever  needed  for  the  requirements  of  the  Government  should  be 
established.  It  may  be,  indeed  is,  believed  now  to  be  absolutely 
essential  for  the  support  of  leading  armies  that  on  certain  lines  all 
the  means  of  transport  that  can  be  commanded  should  be  exacted. 
The  roads  should  be  run  under  unity  of  management,  without  refer- 
ence to  their  local  limits  or  separate  schedules,  and  with  the  rolling- 
stock  possessed  by  all,  or  which  can  be  drawn  from  other  sources. 
There  should  be  the  full  power  of  commanding  all  this,  and  at  th*? 
same  time  of  requiring  the  continucil  service,  as  far  as  needed,  of  all 
officers  and  employes  of  the  roads,  so  that  there  should  not  be  even 
temporary  (which  might  be  fatal)  delay  or  embarrassment  in  conduct- 
ing the  transportation.    There  should  be  also  the  power  of  at  once 
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'  taking  poMesBion  of  and  removing  the  iron  on  roads  which  must 
be  Baorificed  to  maintain  or  constract  others  more  esEienttal,  leaving 
the  jnst  compensation  and  all  other  qnestions  of  postible  litigation 
to  be  settled  by  subsequent  equitable  and  satisfactory  processes  of 
inveetigatloD  and  decision.  The  delays  incident  to  previous  settle- 
ment, often  by  vexed  litigation,  are  fatal  to  the  imperative  uses  which 
demand  the  sacrifice,  and  if  permitted  local  and  private  interests  will 
almost  invariably  invite  them.  No  reflection  is  intended  on  the  zeal 
or  patriotism  of  the  oflBcers  or  members  of  these  railroad  companies. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  gratefully  acknowledged  that  they  have  gener- 
ally manifested  a  most  commendable  disposition  to  meet  the  reqaire- 
^  ments  of  the  Government,  and  to  make  even  laige  sacrifices  for  the 
common  cause.  Still,  the  measure  of  sacrifice  which  the  need 
demands  is  dimmed  to  their  perception  by  special  interests,  and  is 
not  nnfrequently  too  great  to  be  acqniesoed  in  without  the  exhaus- 
tion of  all  means  of  procrastination  and  prevention.  The  boards  of 
directors,  too,  where  they  would  individually  make  the  required  sacri- 
fice, feel  constrained,  by  conscientious  regard  for  their  representative 
trust,  to  interpose  all  the  obstruction  and  delays  in  their  power.  As 
the  immediate  possession  and  use  of  the  iron  in  such  cases  is  a  press- 
ing necessity,  no  alternative  appears  to  exist  but  to  give  the  power  of 
seizure  in  the  first  instance,  with  the  fullest  precaution  for  after  lib- 
eral settlement,  and  it  is  earnestly  recommended  this  be  done. 

The  distance  and  diflSculty  of  communication  cause  imperfect 
knowledge  of  the  transactions  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department 
since  my  last  report,  yet  operations  there  are  in  the  main  believed  to 
have  been  scarcely  less  encouraging  and  successful  than  on  the  east- 
em  side  of  the  river.  It  is  true  that  under  the  pressure  of  superior 
numbers,  from  strategic  considerations  mainly,  our  forces  retired  from 
Little  Rock,  and  have  allowed  the  enemy  to  advance  to  considerable 
distances  in  the  interior  of  Arkansas;  but  in  such  movements  they 
expose  themselves  to  imminent  hazards,  and  will  probably  have  only 
been  lured  to  more  complete  destruction.  Similar  tactics  in  the  war 
of  our  Revolution  achieved  the  decisive  triumphs  of  Saratoga  and 
Yorktown,  and  the  remembrance  of  these  glorious  results  should 
enable  the  people  overrun  to  endure  the  many  sacrifices  such  policy 
of  withdrawal  must  entail. 

In  Texas  and  Louisiana  the  invasions  of  the  past  winter  have  either 
accomplished  ridiculously  small  results,  in  comparison  with  the  for^ 
midable  commands  employed,  or  have  been  snccessf  nlly  repelled.  In 
Western  Louisiana  especially  the  various  advances  of  the  enemy  into 
the  interior  have  met  from  our  forces,  under  the  skillful  leadership  of 
General  Taylor,  repeated  and  signal  discomfitures.  Of  the  most  for- 
midable of  their  invasions,  attempted  apparently  for  the  subjugation 
of  the  whole  country  by  several  converging  columns  of  their  land 
forces,  aided  by  a  formidable  fleet  of  gun-boats  on  the  river,  we  are 
as  yet  imperfectly  acquainted  with  results,  as  the  wise  policy  of  our 
able  commander  has  withdrawn  the  scene  of  conflict  to  the  far  inte- 
rior. We  have  only  meager  and  glozing  accounts  through  the  journals 
of  the  enemy,  yet  they  suffice  to  show  reiterated  disasters  sustained 
and  aCtord  grounds  for  sanguine  hope  to  us  that  they  have  met  the 
retribution  of  fearful  losses  and  may  have  been  entirely  captured  or 
destroyed.  Another  San  Jacinto  may  signalize  the  annals  of  the 
southwest  and  illustrate  the  fearful  risk  to  an  invading  army  of 
pressing,  with  the  purpose  of  subjugation,  to  the  interior  defenses 
of  a  free  and  gallant  people. 
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The  abundant  productions  of  this  fertile  region  have  fortunately 
precluded  all  deficiencies  of  supplies  for  subsistence  to  either  the 
armies  or  the  people^  In  this  respect  they  are  fully  provided.  Their 
needs  are  rather  of  munitions  and  manufactured  stores.  Even  before 
the  interruption  of  communication  with  the  east  efficient  means  had 
been  adopted  for  the  establishment  of  foundries,  arsenals,  and  manu- 
facturing establishments  of  various  kinds  and  for  the  development  of 
the  mineral  and  other  internal  resources  of  the  country.  These 
efforts  have  been  since  pressed  with  increased  vigor  and  with  most 
creditable  success.  No  long  time  will  elapse  before,  in  all  material 
respects,  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  will  be  made  self-sustain- 
ing for  war.  Meantime,  most  liberal  contracts  and  all  other  practi- 
cable measures  have  been  adopted  to  afford  them  requisite  supplies 
by  importation  of  arms,  munitions,  and  quartermaster's  stores. 
These  have  been  at  least  partially  successful,  and  have  met  the  most 
pressing  wants.  The  deficiency  most  to  be  deplored  is  of  a  full  sup- 
ply of  arms,  and  this  has  resulted  from  no  want  of  foresight  or  exer- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Government,  but  from  casual  miscarriages 
and  unexpected  and  most  unjustifiable  seizures  of  lai^e  cargoes  by 
nentral  jrowers.  The  sulraequent  rendition  of  them,  with  acknowl- 
edgment of  error,  at  distant  points,  by  no  means  remedied  the  mis- 
chiefs the  injustice  had  inflicted.  Notwithstanding  the  frustration 
in  this  way  of  well-concerted  arrangements  for  supplies  of  arms  and 
munitions,  others  have  been  rewaMed  with  success,  and  measures 
now  in  train  of  execution,  it  is  confidently  hoped,  will  soon  remove 
existing  deficiencies.  It  is  not  improbable  this  has  been  already  more 
speedily  and  effectively  accomplished  by  the  triumph  of  our  arms  and 
the  capture  of  the  abundant  stores  of  the  enemy.  It  is  certainly 
mortifying  to  think  that  brave  men  are  kept  from  the  field,  when 
their  all  is  staked,  by  the  want  of  arms;  yet,  if  they  can  be  supplied 
by  the  spoils  of  victoiy,  they  will  find,  in  their  equipment,  at  once 
encouragement  and  an  inspiration  of  generous  emulation  to  gallant 
achievements.  They  will  know,  too,  the  value  of  their  arms  and 
how  they  should  be  both  guarded  and  used. 

The  legislation  of  the  late  Congress  for  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment was  both  liberal  and  provident.  Provision  was  made  for  the 
peculiar  needs  incident  to  its  comparative  isolation  from  the  super- 
vision of  the  central  Government  and  all  the  agencies  of  a  partially 
independent  government  were  authorized.  In  the  same  spirit  has 
been  the  action  of  the  Executive.  Added  rank  and  dignity  have  been 
bestowed  ux>on  the  able  commander  and  administrator  at  its  head,  and 
to  him  have  been  intrusted  the  full  measure  of  executive  powers,  which, 
under  our  constitutional  system,  could  be  exercised  by  other  than 
the  President.  Thus,  full  confidence  has  been  manifested  by  both 
branches  of  the  Government  in  his  fidelity,  capacity,  and  judgment, 
and  all  the  incentives  to  effort  and  all  the  means  of  accomplishment 
which  could  be  commanded  have  been  imparted.  It  is  not  doubted 
such  unusual  trusts  are  merited  and  will  be  justified  in  their  exercise, 
and  that  continuing  confidence  and  sanction  to  his  administration  of 
affairs  will  be  assured  by  its  happy  results.  Accounts  concur  in 
representing  him  as  enjoying  likewise  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  the  people  of  the  department.  They,  notwithstanding  the  sacri- 
fices and  losses  to  which  they  have  necessarily  been  subjected,  are 
believed  to  be  resolute,  hoi>eful,  and  reliant  both  on  themselves  and 
their  leaders.  Portions  of  their  country  may  be  overrun  or  tempo- 
rarily occupied  by  the  hosts  of  their  unscrupulons  foes,  but  they 
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know  that  witli  tlio  ii'wmrcos  in  men  and  means  and  the  advanta^s 
for  defense  of  their  extensive  department,  employed  with  energy  and 
skill,  the  attempt  to  suIhIuc  a  pt;ople  as  brave  and  determined  as 
themselves  is  one  of  folly  and  madness.  They  endure  with  fortitude 
their  temporary  ills,  await  with  patience  the  hour  of  approaching  ret- 
ribution, and  anticipate  with  confidence  the  overthrow  of  their  hate- 
ful enemies  and  their  final  disgraceful  expulsion  or  destruetioti.  In 
view  of  the  means  at  command,  the  invincible  spirit  of  the  people, 
the  skill  of  their  leadera,  and  the  approved  prowess  of  their  soldiers, 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  may  be  regarded  as,  no  less  than 
the  States  of  the  Confederacy  east,  prepared  against  the  utmost 
eftorts  of  their  malignant  enemies  for  successful  defense,  and  assured 
of  ultimate  triumph. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs.*  Credit  is  due  to  that  oflBcer  forthe  dangers 
and  privations  he  has  endured  in  twice  visiting  the  distant  abodes  of 
the  Indian  tribes.  Ilis  presence  and  influence  among  them  have 
proved  salutary  in  affording  encouragement  and  maintaining  fidelity. 
It  is  important  they  should  be  dealt  with  in  a  spirit  of  consideration 
and  liberality.  They  should  not  suffer  from  the  changes  which  have 
been  made  in  our  financial  system,  the  necessity  and  wisdom  of  which 
they  cannot  be  expected  to  have  foreseen  or  now  to  understand.  The 
recommendation,  therefore,  by  the  Commissioner  of  timely  l^^la- 
tion  to  authorize  substitution  of  the  new  currency  forthe  old,  without 
loss  to  them,  is  approved  and  seconded.  The  great  body  of  the 
Indians,  notwithstanding  their  losses,  are  attached  to  the  Confeder- 
acy and  confident  in  its  fortunes,  and  with  reasonable  consideration 
for  their  peculiar  wants  and  feelings  may  easily  be  retained  in  amity 
and  fidelity. 

Wo  have  now  entered  upon  the  fourth  year  of  the  war,  and  the  end 
is  not  yet.  Originating  in  the  wrong  and  perfidy  of  our  enemies,  it 
is  continued  through  their  rage  and  hate.  We  have  asked  and  seek 
only  peace  and  separation  from  them.  They  profess  to  enforce  a 
detested  union,  and  wage  really  a  war  of  conquest  and  extermination. 
Prostrating  their  own  Constitution  and  surrendering  their  liberties, 
they  are  intent  only  to  criuh  ours.  A  campaign  of  momentous  events 
is  knpending  on  us.  For  it  our  people  stand  prepared  and  resolute. 
Nor  have  their  representatives  proved  unworthy  exponents  of  their 
indomitable  purpose  and  self-sacrificing  patriotism.  The  measures 
of  the  late  Congress,  considered  as  a  combined  system,  are  character- 
ized by  high  resolve  and  enlarged  statesmanship.  They  concentrate 
the  energies  and  resources  and  command  the  men  and  property  of  the 
Confederacy  in  larger  measure  than  have  ever  been  done  by  any 
government.  The  whole  male  population  capable  of  arms,  from 
seventeen  to  fifty,  art^  either  marshaled  to  the  field  or  organized  in 
reserves,  ready  to  be  summoned.  One-third  of  the  currency  of  the 
Confederacy  has  been  annulled,  and  taxation  of  unprecedented 
amount  has  been  exacted  froni  all  values.  One-tenth  of  productions 
in  kind  has  been  claimed  without  pay,  and  besides,  the  residue  and 
all  property  has  been  subjected  to  seizure  and  conversion  for  public 
use  at  moderate  rates  of  jiuit  compensation.  The  railroads,  the  great 
means  of  internal  trade  and  communication,  are  made  primarily  sub- 
servient to  the  necessities  of  Government.  Even  the  great  writ  of 
pei'Honal  liberty  is  suspended  in  cases  requisite  to  preclude  evasion 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHOBITIES. 


343 


of  military  service,  or  to  repress  uprisings  of  disaffection  or  dis- 
loyalty. In  short,  by  their  representatives,  the  people,  not  reluc- 
tantly, but  eagerly  and  fearful  rather  of  shortcoming  than  excess, 
have,  through  regular  constitutional  action,  commanded  for  their 
country  and  its  cause  the  labor,  property,  and  lives  of  all.  In  the 
consciousness  of  such  devotion  and  sacrifice  to  a  righteous  cause  they 
may  well  feel  reliant  and  indomitable,  and  await  with  constancy  and 
faith  the  shock  of  coming  battle.  They  have,  too,  much  to  encourage 
and  ©very  incentive  to  nerve  and  animate.  Our  enemies  exhibit 
unmistakable  evidences  of  despondency,  of  approaching  baDkruptcy, 
and  internal  convulsion.  They  will  be,  during  the  year,  in  the  throes 
of  intense  political  struggle,  distracted  beyond  all  precedent  by  the 
jars  and  strifes  of  acrimonious  factions  contending  for  the  prize  of 
almost  despotic  power  and  madly  extravagant  expenditure.  To  a 
lai^  proportion  of  their  people,  and  among  them  the  wisest  and  the 
best,  the  vile  faction  who  are  the  authors  and  prosecutors  of  the  war 
are  scarce  less  odious  than  to  ourselves,  and  with  nearly  as  much 
reason,  since  its  triumph  is  the  practical  subversion  of  their  Consti- 
tution and  laws,  and  the  precursor  of  speedy  destruction  to  their,  as 
surely  as  to  our,  liberties.  If  any  redemption  remains  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States  from  the  wickedness  and  madness  that  have 
urged  them  to  this  war,  it  can  only  be  by  recurrence  to  the  principles 
of  self-government  in  the  people  of  the  States  and  to  the  counsels  of 
peace. 

All  the  indications  of  the  incipient  campaign,  too,  are  anspicious 
and  inspiring.  Cheering  accounts  of  successes  greet  us  from  every 
quarter  of-  the  Confederacy.  Since  the  penning  of  the  first  pages  of 
this  report  the  not«s  of  decisive  victory,  imperfectly  heard  from  the 
remote  confines  of  the  trans-Mississippi,  have  been  swollen  by  the 
acclaim  from  Paducah  and  Fort  Pillow,  and  have  culminated  in  the 
shouts  of  complete  triumph  at  the  brilliant  achievements  of  a  young 
and  rising  general  of  North  Carolina  on  his  native  soil.  Many  minor 
successes  contribute  to  justify  grateful  exultation,  but  all  should  fail 
to  excite  presumption,  and  only  animate  to  greater  effort  and  to  hum- 
bler trust  in  the  blessing  of  Heaven  on  our  arms. 

The  greatest  incentive  yet  remains.  Our  only  outlet  to  existence 
and  safety  is  through  the  portals  of  victory.  We  have  burned  the 
ships  behind  us.  It  will  not  do  to  fail.  Subjected  to  t{ie  hate  and 
bmtality  of  our  malignant  foes,  to  what  depths  of  penury,  misery, 
and  baseness  should  we  not  be  crushed?  Our  Confederacy  would  be 
extinct;  our  States  broken  up;  our  institutions,  social  and  industrial, 
nprooted,  and  our  people  stripped  of  property,  liberty,  and  all  rights, 
now  and  in  coming  generations,  the  thralls  of  Yankees  and  their 
allied  hordes  of  miscreant  foreigners,  held  to  ttie  tasks  of  drudgery 
and  infamy  by  the  insolent  ministry  of  our  slaves  in  arms.  No  con- 
quered people  would  have  ever  writhed  under  such  mastera,  nor  have 
been  steeped  in  such  bitterness  and  infamy.  For  this  end,  shall  we 
have  made  such  priceless  sacrifices  of  blood  and  treasure,  and  done 
and  dared  as  our  Army  and  people  have  in  this  war?  Shall  the  hasts 
of  our  gallant  dead — our  "noble  army  of  martyrs" — in  vain  have 
attested  with  their  lives  the  sacredness  and  truth  of  their  country's 
cause  ?  Are  they  to  live  in  memory  not  enshrined  amid  the  halo  of 
fame  for  the  inspiration  and  reverence  of  future  generations,  but 
branded  for  warning  and  execration,  with  the  lasting  stigma  of  a 
rebel's  name  and  a  traitor's  fate?  Are  the  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  the  invalided,  the  scarred  and  maimed  heroes  of  this 
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VAT^  instead  of  being  followed  through  life  with  the  homage  of  honor 
and  gratitude,  to  drag  out  a  wretched  existence,  the  conspiouoos 
objects  of  detestation,  obloquy,  and  contempts  Shall  we  and  onrs, 
from  the  honored  sires  and  beloved  mothers  to  the  maiden  in  her  purity 
or  the  prattling  innocent,  with  all  our  homes  and  means,  be  the  vic- 
tims or  prey  of  Yankee  insolence,  cupidity,  and  hate?  We  cannot,  in 
sober  verity,  afford  to  be  conquered.  Such  existence  offers  no  boon 
to  tempt  nor  consolation  to  reconcile.  In  contrast,  on  the  other  hand, 
through  the  vista  of  no  distant  time,  see  the  Confederacy  of  our 
choice  established  in  power  and  dignity;  our  States  in  the  benignant 
exercise  of  acknowledged  sovereignty;  the  courage  and  virtue  of  our 
people  tested  and  approved;  our  institutions,  social  and  industrial, 
vindicated  and  freed  from  the  malignant  intermeddling  of  fanatic  or 
insidious  enemies,  confirmed  on  the  basis  that  so  happily  reconciles 
capital  with  labor  and  harmonizes  dependence  with  protection,  and 
the  desolated  homes  and  ravaged  fields  of  our  favored  land  restored 
and  flourishing  under  the  benignant  smiles  of  peace  and  plenty.  Let 
oar  people  "look  on  this  picture,  and  then  on  that,"  and  choose.  For 
it  is  a  matter  only  of  choice  and  the  will  to  fulflU  it.  We  have 
the  numbers,  the  resources,  and  the  means  adequate  to  our  certain 
redemption  and  triumph  if  only  they  be  commanded,  concentrated, 
and  wielded  with  energy  and  unity  by  the  will  of  a  people  unalterably 
fixed  never  to  succumb,  but  to  prefer  release  in  the  grave  and  refuge 
with  God  to  the  horrors  and  infamy  of  lasting  slavery.  We  have 
only  to  act  in  this  spirit,  and  humbly  confiding  in  the  favor  of  Heaven, 
we  may  bo  assured  no  distant  day  will  witness  the  confusion  and  dis- 
comfiture of  our  enemies  and  the  permanent  attainment'  to  us  and 
our  posterity,  through  the  achievements  of  victory,  of  peace,  freedom,  ' 
and  independence. 
Rwpectf  ully  submitted. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Hbadqitabters  Gbobgia  Resekvbs, 

MacoHf  Qa.f  April  28^  186^ 

General  S.  COOPKB, 

Adjutant- Genera}.,  Riclmu/ndy  V\i.: 

General:  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  state  to  you  that  the  number  of  the 
reserve  corps  is  likely  to  fall  below  the  estimate,  as  well  as  the  reason 
for  it.  It  is  attributable  to  the  course  of  the  Governor  of  Greorgia. 
If  Govwnor  Brown  had  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  of 
Congress  and  exempted  those  only  who  were  necessary  for  tAie  proper 
administration  of  the  State  government,  we  should  have  had  several 
thousand  more  men  in  the  service  than  we  can  get  under  his  proclama- 
tion. That  you  may  be  fully  apprised  of  what  he  has  done  I  herewith 
inclose  a  copy  of  his  exemption  proclamation  and  a  copy  of  a  letter 
I  addressed  him  on  the  subject,  to  which  I  have  received  no  reply. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours,  Ac, 

HOWELL  COBB, 
M<\jor-0&nercUy  Commcmding^  dbc 
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Executive  Department, 
MiUedgeviUe,  Oa.^  AprU  9,  1864. 


The  People  op  Georgia: 

As  a  vast  number  of  lettera  are  being  received  at  this  department 
inquiring  what  civil  and  militarj'  oflScers  of  this  State  are  exempt 
from  Confederate  conscription,  which  makes  the  labor  of  answering 
each  burdensome,  I  adopt  this  mode  of  giving  a  general  reply. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States,  prior  to  the  session  of  the 
General  Assembly  last  winter,  had  by  act  left  it  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  respective  States  to  say  what  State  officers  should  be  exempt  f  rtmi 
conscription,  and  our  Legislature  passed  the  following  joint  resolution, 
which  was  approved  December  14,  1863: 

Resolved  by  the  Oeneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Georgia  in  i-esponse  to  the  lair 
of  the  Confederate  Congress  inviting  the  severed  States  to  ^cify  what  State  offhrrs 
shall  be  exempt  from  conscription.  That  all  civU  and  military  officers  of  this 
State  shall  be  so  exempt. 

The  late  act  of  Congress,  known  as  the  military  act,  exempts  the 
members  of  the  State  Legislature  and  such  other  State  officers  as  the 
Governors  of  the  rrapective  States  may  certify  to  be  necessarj'  for  the 
proper  administration  of  the  State  government. 

In  conformity  to  the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  I  have  cer- 
tified to  the  President  that  I  claim  as  exempt  all  civil  and  military 
officers  of  this  State.  This  embraces  the  judges  of  supremo  court  of 
this  State  and  their  clerk  and  deputy  clerk,  reporter  and  deputy 
reporter;  all  judges  of  the  superior  courts  and  one  clerk  and  deputy 
clerk  in  each  county,  with  one  sheriff,  one  deputy  sheriff,  and  one 
jailer  for  each  county,  with  an  additional  deputy  in  each  county 
embracing  the  larger  cities,  if  the  sheriff  will  file  his  affidavit  that 
the  services  of  such  second  deputy  are  actually  necessary  to  enable 
him  to  dischai^e  the  duties  of  his  office  faithfully  and  promptly.  The 
justices  of  the  inferior  court  of  each  county,  wit>h  their  clerk  and 
deputy  clerk;  the  ordinary  and  his  deputy  clerk,  all  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  all  lawful  constables;  all  tax  collectors,  receivers  of  tax 
returns,  county  treasurers,  county  surveyors,  and  coronei's;  all  mayors 
of  cities  and  aldermen  or  councilmen  who  are  made  by  the  act  of 
incorporation  ex  officio  justices  of  the  peace  or  State  officers;  all  finan- 
cial agents  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  aid  in  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  laws  of  this  State  for  the  exportation  of  cotton  and  the  impor- 
tation of  clothing  and  other  supplies  for  Georgia  soldiers  in  service, 
and  the  importation  of  cotton  cards  and  articles  necessary  for  the 
repair  of  the  State  road;  the  judge,  clerk,  and  sheriff  of  each  city 
court,  and  all  officers  and  necessary  employes  of  the  State  road; 
one  notary  public  for  each  county,  if  appointed  as  the  statute  requires 
prior  to  this  date;  all  State-house  officers  and  the  secretaries  and 
clerks  employed  in  each  department;  the  staff  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, including  the  adjutant  and  inspector  general  and  his  assist- 
ants; the  aides-de-camp,  the  quartennaster,  and  commissary-general 
and  their  necessary  assistants;  the  officers  and  cadets  of  the  Georgia 
Military  Institute,  who  together  are  made  by  law  the  engineer  corps 
of  this  State;  the  chief  of  ordnance,  and  the  superintendent  and 
employes  of  the  State  armory  under  him,  and  all  commissioned  offi- 
cers of  the  newly  organized  militia  of  this  State,  including  the  sur- 
geons appointed  under  the  act.  The  militia  officers  as  well  as  the 
eivil  are  protected  from  the  date  of  their  election.    The  militia 
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officers  under  the  old  organisation  are  protected  by  law  till  their  com- 
missions are  suspended,  which  takes  place  in  each  senatorial  district 
so  soon  as  the  Governor  issues  his  order  to  that  effect,  which  is  to  be 
done  in  ten  days  after  the  new  organization  in  the  district  is  com- 
pleted. The  officers  and  guards  of  tiie  penitentiary,  the  officers  and 
employ^  of  the  cotton  card  factory  in  Milledgeville. 

If  I  have  omitted  any  officer  whom  the  law  makes  it  my  duty  to 
protect,  the  fact  will  be  made  public  when  the  omission  is  discovere*!. 

As  some  of  the  enrolling  officers  in  this  State,  from  ignorance  of 
their  duty  or  disregard  of  the  orders  of  their  superiors,  assume  to 
command  the  officers  of  the  State,  and  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  the 
legality  of  their  commissions,  all  the  above-mentioned  officers  are 
hereby  notified  that  the  enrolling  officers  have  no  jurisdiction  over 
them,  and  they  will  obey  no  orders  from  any  Confederate  officer.  If 
they  are  seized  by  force  and  carried  from  their  homes  they  will  at 
once  notify  me  of  the  fact 

Upon  the  demand  of  the  enrolling  officer,  it  will  be  the  dut^ot  eacb 
State  officer  to  exhibit  his  commission  if  be  has  it  with  him;  if  not,  to 
get  and  exhibit  it  in  a  reasonable  time.  In  case  of  deputy  sherifTs, 
deputy  clerks,  jailers,  and  constables,  the  law  provides  that  the  order 
of  appointment  by  the  person  or  court  having  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment shall  constitute  the  commission. 

The  enrolling  officers  have  no  jurisdiction  to  try  the  legality  of  a 
commission  issued  from  this  department  or  from  the  court  or  person 
in  whom  the  law  vests  the  power  to  give  commissions.  In  case  any 
doubt  arises  as  to  the  legality  of  a  commission  held  by  any  person,  or 
the  enrolling  officer  has  reason  to  suspect  that  it  is  a  forgery,  or 
that  the  holder  is  practicing  any  other  imposition,  such  enrolling  offi- 
cer is  respectfully  invited  to  forward  a  statement  of  the  facts  to  me 
at  this  place,  and  I  will  inform  him  promptly  whether  th6.i>erson 
claiming  to  be  an  officer  is  such  in  fact,  and  will  afford  him  every 
facility  in  my  power  to  arrest  any  person  who  may  have  escaped 
under  such  false  pretext.  If  the  enrolling  officers  will  adopt  this 
course  there  will  be  no  reason  for  conflict  or  misunderstanding. 

In  case  of  deputy  sheriffs  and  deputy  clerks  of  the  several  counties, 
the  law  does  not  limit  the  principal  sheriff  or  clerk  to  a  single  deputy, 
but  authorizes  him  to  appoint  "deputies."  As  I  am  satisfied,  how- 
ever, that  one  deputy  is  quite  sufficient  in  any  county,  unless  it  may  be 
in  the  office  of  sheriff  in  the  larger  cities,  and  that  some  of  the  coun- 
ties may  not  need  a  deputy  at  all,  I  have  thought  that  I  carry  out 
in  its  spirit,  if  not  in  its  letter,  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  when 
T  refuse  to  protect  more  than  one  deputy  for  each  clerk  and  sheriff  in 
each  county,  except  in  case  of  the  sheriffs  of  the  counties  embracing 
the  larger  cities,  who  upon  their  oaths  declare  that  a  second  deputy  is 
necessary,  as  above  provided. 

I  regret  to  learn  that  able-bodied  young  men  have  in  some  cases 
been  elected  to  inferior  county,  district,  or  militia  offices  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  old  men  competent  to  fill  the  places;  but  as  the  constitution 
and  laws  give  me  no  control  over  the  decisions  of  the  people  in  such 
cases,  and  no  right  to  interfere  with  them  in  the  exercise  of  the  elect- 
ive franchise,  I  have  no  discretion,  but  am  obliged  to  commission 
those  who  are  legally  elected,  and  under  the  general  rule  of  law  am 
obliged  to  extend  to  them  the  same  protection  which  is  afforded  to 
other  commissioned  officers.  I  know  of  individual  cases  where  I 
regret  this  necessity  imposed  by  a  general  rule  of  law,  and  would  give 
the  office  to  older  men  over  whom  they  have  succeeded,  and  send  tbem 
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to  the  Army  if  I  conld  do  so  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty.  Bat 
I  must  yi^d  to  the  choice  of  chose  who  have  the  right  to  make  the 
selection. 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN. 

[bMbmireNo.  1.1 

Hbadquartbrs  Georgia  Reserves, 

Macon,  April  ise^. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  E.  Brown, 

OovemoTj  iJ&c,  MiUedgeviUe^  Oa.: 

Sir:  I  have  been  assigned  by  the  President  to  the  command  of  the 
Geo^a  reserve  force  to  be  oiganized  under  the  late  act  of  Congress, 
calling  the  men  between  seventeen  and  eighteen  and  forty-five  and 
fifty  into  the  service.  Impelled  by  both  dnty  and  feeling  I  desire  to 
make  this  force  as  efficient  as  possible.  We  are  pressed  on  all  sides 
by  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  our  own  State  is 
threatened  both  on  the  sea-board  and  the  northwest.  At  no  time  since 
the  war  l>egan  has  there  existed  so  urgent  a  necessity  for  calling  into 
the  field  every  man  capable  of  serving  the  country,  and  whose  serv- 
ices are  not  more  valuable  at  home  than  in  the  field.  It  is  only  neces- 
sary to  state  the  proposition  to  receive  your  responsive  approval.  In 
your  recent  address  to  the  people  of  Georgia,  of  the  9th  instant, 
declaring  who  are  exempt  from  military  service,  I  find  the  following 
paragraph: 

I  regret  to  learn  that  able-bodied  young  men  havein  some  cases  been  elected  to 
inferior  coanty,  diBtrict,  or  militia  offices  to  the  exclnslOD  of  old  men  comi>etent 
to  fill  ih.e  places ;  but  as  the  constitution  and  laws  gire  me  no  control  over  the 
decisiona  of  the  people  in  such  cases,  and  no  right  to  interfere  with  them  in  the 
exercise  of  the  elective  franchise,  I  have  no  discretion,  but  am  obliged  to  commia- 
ma  those  who  are  legally  elected,  and  under  the  general  rule  of  law  am  obliged 
to  extend  to  them  the  same  protection  which  is  afforded  to  other  commissioned 
officers.  I  know  cA  individual  cases  where  I  regret  Qua  nec«sity  imposed  by  a 
general  role  of  law,  and  woidd  give  the  c^Bce  to  older  men  over  whom  they  hare 
Booceeded.  and  send  than  to  the  Army  it  I  coold  do  so  in  the  Iwal  discharge  of 
my  duty.  Bat  I  must  yield  to  the  choice  of  th<we  who  have  the  right  to  make 
tluaelection. 

This  expression  of  feeling  authorizes  the  conclusion  that  Your  Excel- 
lency desires  to  place  in  the  military  service  of  the  country  all  that 
class  whom  you  regret  to  find  avoiding  their  duty  by  holding  Slate 
commissions,  but  whose  presence  at  home  is  not  required  for  any 
State  service.  This  class  I  fear  is  large,  and  with  Your  Excellency's 
co-operation  I  think  can  be  withdrawn  from  their  official  retreats,  and 
be  (nought  into  the  service  of  their  country,  where  their  presence  is 
called  for  by  every  consideration  of  duty  and  patriotism. 

AUow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  language  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress under  which  these  exemptions  are  made.   It  is  as  follows: 

llie  ^ce-Presidflnt  of  the  Confederate  States,  the  members  and  officers  of  Con- 
gress, and  iha  Beveral  State  Lsidshttares,  and  such  other  Confederate  and  State 
<^9cers  as  the  Prendent  or  the  GOTemom  of  the  respective  States  may  certify  to 
be  necessary  for  tiie  propn  administration  of  the  Confederate  or  State  govern- 
ments, as  the  case  may  be. 

You  will  perceive  that  Congress  intended  that  those,  and  those  only, 
should  be  exempted  whom  the  Governors  of  the  respective  States  may 
certify  to  be  necessary  for  the  proper  administration  of  the  State 
governments.  I  submit  that  the  sweeping  exemption  of  all  civil  and 
miUtaiy  officers  of  the  State  was  never  contemplated  for  a  moment 
in  the  passage  of  this  act;  if  so,  the  law  could  have  so  declared;  but 
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the  object  was  to  enable  the  Governor  of  each  State  to  retain  all  who, 
in  his  judgment,  were  necessary  for  the  administration  of  the  State 
government.  Hence  the  law,  reposing  confidence  in  the  sound  judg- 
ment and  patriotic  devotion  of  the  State  Executives,  put  these  exemp- 
tions under  the  control  of  the  Governor,  whose  certificate  was  alone 
required  to  anthorize  the  exemption.  If  I  am  right  in  this  view  of 
the  subject  I  should  rrapectfally  ask  Your  Excellency  to  consider 
whether  all  the  officers  exempted  under  your  certificate  are  necessary 
for  the  proper  administration  of  the  State  government.  Allow  me  to 
allude  to  some  of  these  officers  in  detail. 

First.  The  number  of  sheriffs  and  their  deputies,  clerks  of  the 
superior  and  inferior  courts  and  their  deputies.  The  business  of  the 
courts  is  almost  entirely  suspended,  and  I  seriously  doubt  if  there  is 
a  county  in  Georgia  where  a  single  deputy  is  required  in  either  of 
these  offices.  Sheriffs  require  a  jailer  in  each  county,  but  beyond 
that  none  of  them  have  the  least  use  for  a  deputy.  In  these  two 
offices  of  sheriffs  and  clerks  of  courts  there  are  probably  over  400 
deputies  not  needed  at  home  for  the  business  of  their  offices. 

Second.  There  are  in  Geoi^a  over  2,000  justices  of  the  peace  and 
over  1,000  constables.  I  think  I  may  safely  say  that  one  justice  of 
the  peace  can  do  all  the  business  of  any  district  in  the  State,  and  one- 
fourth  of  the  constables  could  do  all  that  appertains  to  that  office. 
Could  not  all  these  offices  be  as  well  filled  by  men  over  fifty,  and  by 
not  exempting  any  justice  of  the  peace  or  constable  of  military  age? 
I  am  sure  no  injury  would  be  done  to  this  branch  of  the  State  service, 
whilst  the  ranks  of  our  Army  would  be  considerably  increased.  I 
have  been  informed  of  districts  where  there  has  not  been  a  justice  of 
the  peace  for  several  years,  but  to  obtain  exemptions  these  offices 
have  been  sought  and  are  now  filled  by  men  both  liable  and  capable 
of  doing  military  duty. 

Third.  The  number  of  militia  officers  commissioned  in  the  late 
organization  of  the  active  militia  of  Georgia  1^  unknown  to  me,  but 
from  the  best  data  in  my  possession  I  say  they  exceed  3,000,  includ- 
ing field  and  staff  officers  and  company  officers.  As  all  the  men  com- 
posing the  active  militia  have  been  transferred  to  the  Confederate 
service,  I  do  not  see  that  their  services  are  required  for  the  proper 
administration  of  the  State  government.  I  would  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  when  the  militia  over  fiity  and  under  seventeen  are  called 
out  there  will  be  found  in  their  number  those  qualified  to  fill  all  the 
offices  without  withholding  from  the  service  for  that  purpose  the 
able-bodied  young  men  who  now  hold  commissions  as  military  officers. 
I  do  not  know  what  proportion  of  the  officers  to  whom  I  have  alluded 
are  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  fifty,  but  I  am  quite  sure  the 
State  service  would  not  suffer  any  grievous  injury  if  all  such  were 
put  into  the  regular  military  service  of  the  conntiy.  There  are 
doubtless  other  officers  of  the  State  with  whom,  and  their  necessity 
for  State  service,  Your  Excellency  is  better  acquainted  than  I  am. 
My  object  is  to  call  your  attention  to  all  who  at  this  trying  and  crit- 
ical juncture  can  be  induced  or  required  to  come  forward  and  stand 
by  their  brethren  in  arms,  in  the  defense  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  our  State  and  Confederacy.  I  am  aware  that  the  Legislature  at  its 
late  session  resolved  '*  That  all  civil  and  military  officers  of  this  State 
shall  be  exempt."  To  this,  however,  I  would  respectfully  reply  that 
the  act  of  Congress  did  not  submit  this  question  to  the  respective 
Legislatures,  but  to  the  respective  Governors,  for  decision,  and  I  insist 
that  the  L^islature  could  not  require  the  Governor  to  give  a  oertifi- 
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CAte  that  all  civil  and  military  officers  of  the  State  were  necessary  for 
the  proper  administration  of  the  State  government  if,  in  point  of  fact, 
he  did  not  believe  that  such  was  the  case.  They  had  no  right,  either 
legal  or  moral,  to  tax  your  conscience  with  a  certificate  which  the 
laws  of  the  country  had  submitted  to  your  own  decision.  If,  there- 
fore, you  believe,  as  I  infer  from  your  published  address  is  your 
belief,  and  as  I  am  sure  every  intelligent  and  patriotic  man  in  the 
State  will  ^ree  with  you  in  saying,  that  all  of  these  officers  are  not 
necessary  to  the  proper  administration  of  the  State  government,  I 
submit  that  you  would  render  the  country  great  benefit  by  so  modify- 
ing yonr  certificate  as  to  limit  the  exemption  to  those  ofllcers  who  are 
necessary  to  the  proper  administration  of  the  State  government,  and 
allow  and  require  all  others  to  go  into  the  military  service  of  the 
country.  I  feel  qnite  sure  from  my  knowledge  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  that  they  did  not  contemplate  such  a  result  from  their 
action  as  it  now  appears  is  likely  to  follow.  Your  action,  I  feel  confi- 
dent, in  giving  to  the  military  service  of  the  country  all  not  necessary 
for  the  administration  of  the  State  government,  will  give  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature,  in  common  with  your  fellow-citizens  generally, 
real  and  sincere  gratification. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  condition  of  the  country  demands  so 
large  a  withdrawal  of  its  population  from  the  ordinary  pursuits  of 
life,  but  this  is  a  necessity  which  cannot  be  avoided,  however  much 
it  may  be  deplored.  Besides,  it  is  not  justices  of  the  peace,  deputy 
sheriffs,  clerks,  and  militia  officers  who  are  needed  at  home,  but 
farmers  and  mechanics,  and  it  is  far  better  that  as  many  of  the  latter 
and  as  few  of  the  former  as  possible  be  withheld  from  service,  as  just 
as  the  number  of  sinecure  deputies  and  militia  officera  at  home 
increases,  so  the  necessity  for  calling  into  the  field  more  of  onr  farm- 
ers and  mechanics  is  increased.  As  it  is  impoHant  that  the  reserve 
force  should  be  efficiently  organized  at  the  earliest  possible  day,  I 
request  your  early  attention  to  the  subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOWELL  COBB, 
Major-Qeneraly  Commanding. 


OVFICB  C01IMANDA19T  OF  CONSCMPTS  FOR  EAST  LOUISIANA, 

Mobile,  April  28,  I864. 

CoL  John  S.  Preston, 

Superintendent  of  Cotiscriptiony  Richmond,  Va.: 
COLONBL:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  temporarily  estab- 
lished my  office  at  this  place.  I  have  received  reports  from  some  of 
my  officers  exhibiting  the  fact  tliat  conscription  in  £ast  Louisiana 
has  atins  far  proved  a  failure.  This  failure  arises  not  for  the  want  of 
material  upon  which  to  operate,  for  such  material  is  there  and  can  be 
made  available,  but  is  entirely  owing  to  the  laxity  and  irregularities 
of  officers  sent  there.  They  have  been  subjoct  to  no  control;  they 
have  not  been  established  at  any  regular  posts;  they  have  been  fur- 
nished with  none  of  the  laws  and  orders  touehing  conscription;  they 
have  not  been  paid  since  they  entered  the  State;  they  have  not  been 
supplied  with  blanks,  books,  or  stationery,  and,  in  short,  had  they 
been  disposed  to  exercise  industry  and  energy,  they  could  have 
accomplished  nothing  without  organization  as  prescril>e<l  by  your 
Bureau  and  an  efficient  and  recognized  head  of  the  department.  I 


Digitized  by 


350  CORRESPONDENCE.  ETC. 

have  already  taken  steps  with  a  view  of  bringing  about  this  organiza- 
tion, and  I  am  encouraged  in  the  belief  that  out  of  the  disorder  that 
has  spread  itself  throughout  Eastern  Louisiana,  system  and  order  can 
be  inaugurated  and  that  poi-tion  of  our  country  brought  within  the 
influence  and  control  of  your  Bureau.  I  deem  it  most  important  that 
I  repair  at  the  earliest  practical  moment  to  my  field  of  action,  and 
earnestly  though  respectfully  ui^  that  a  qnartennasterand  commis- 
sary be  sent  me  at  this  place  as  soon  as  possible.  I  cannot  enter  upon 
the  discharge  of  my  duties  without  them,  and  will  therefore  wait  at 
this  point  for  them  to  report  to  me.  In  the  absence  of  a  disbursing 
oflBcer  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  an  estimate*  for  funds  required  in 
my  department.  I  would  be  glad  if  it  could  be  referred  to  the  officer 
designated  by  the  Quartermaster-General  as  my  quartermaster.  I  need 
not  repeat  how  absolutely  essential  it  is  that  in  a  country  where  towns 
are  few,  where  there  are  no  post  quartermasters  and  commissaries, 
that  the  quartermaster  of  our  bureau  should  come  to  us  prepared  to 
supply  the  wants  of  the  department. 

iuking  your  indulgence  for  the  earnest  manner  in  which  I  repre- 
sent my  wants, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  CLARKE, 

Mc^or  and  CommandanL 

[TintliidoneiiiMit.1 

Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  May  S6,  I864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  J.  S.  Preston,  superintendent,  with 
the  recommendation  that  application  be  made  for  the  assignment  of 
a  quartermaster  to  report  to  Major  Clarke  for  duty. 

JOHN  CLAIBORNE, 
Major  and  Quartermaster  in  Charget  Bureau  of  Conscription. 

[Seooiid  IndorMOMDt.  | 

Bureau  op  Conscription, 

BichTnondt  May  I864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  with  the  request 
that  a  quartermaster  be  assigned  to  duty  with  Maj.  Frank  Clarke  as 
soon  as  possible. 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Cdonel  and  Superintendent 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Quartbrhaster-Gbnbral's  Office, 

May  31,  186^ 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  with 
the  recommendation  that  Capt.  Israel  Gibbon,  assistant  quartermas- 
ter, be  ordered  to  report  to  Maj.  Frank  Clarke,  commandant  of  con- 
scripts for  East  Louisiana,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quariermaster-  Chneral. 

*Notfoaiid. 
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Richmond,  AprU  28,  IS64, 

Maj.  R.  P.  Waller, 

Quartermaster,  Nassau,  New  Providence: 

Sir:  Inclosed  is  the  list  of  shipments  of  cotton,  made  via  Nassau, 
referred  to  in  the  last  communication  to  you  from  this  office.  It  was 
by  accident  omitted  therefrom  and  is  now  forwarded. 

I  regret  that  yon  were  unable  to  provide  Mr.  Sharp  with  the  means 
he  needed,  as  the  same  was  required  for  a  special  purpose.  Please 
send  in  by  the  earliest  opportunity  so  much  of  his  order  as  you 
reserved  the  purchase  of. 

There  is  likely  to  be  a  diversion  of  some  of  the  shipping  which  has 
heietofore  gone  to  Nassau  to  Bermuda,  between  the  apprehension  of 
parties  as  to  quaiantine,  and  tiie  action  recently  taken  by  the  Got- 
emment  in  chartering  certain  steamers  to  go  to  Bermuda,  so  as  t-o 
remove  some  of  the  fret{^t  which  has  accumulated  at  that  point. 
Let  the  department  know  as  time  goes  on  what  effect  all  this  may 
have  on  your  facilities  for  shipping.  Is  freight  ever  paid  on  quarter- 
master's stores  from  Nassau  in  sterling  ? 

You  can  consign  any  goods  going  to  Mobile  to  Major  Barnewall  and 
such  as  go  to  Charlotte  to  Captain  Crafts,  the  depot  officers  at  those 
points.  Major  Hirsch,  at  Savannah,  will  receive  anything  that  may 
reach  that  point. 

By  order  of  Quartermaster-General: 

W.  B.  B.  CROSS, 
MagOT  and  Quartermaster, 

[InolMtm.] 

Memorandum  of  ehipmente  of  cotton  to  Nasaau,  18GS. 


Aug.   22.  Fannie   150 

Sept.     7.  Aralia  -   15 

11.  Beanr^ard  ,  --  65 

1».  Banshee   1 

Oct.      1.  Pot   40 

7.  Antonica...  -   80 

10.  Fannie   160 

28.  Banshee    60 

M  AHco   98 

Not.    7.  Don   8 

26.  Beaoref^   100 

27.  Lncy   20 

Dec.     8.  Pet   118 

8.  Bendigo   45 

8.  Gem   80 

9.  City  of  Petersbnrg   70 

— .  Antomea   154 

18.  Scotia   88 

81.  Siren  ,   100 

81.  Fannie  -  14P 

Jan      8.  Lncy   15 

16.  Fuime   100 

Feb.    25.  »ren   80 

March  8.  Lncy  1   48 

8.  Annie   100 

81.  Siien   35 

April  16.  Lucy   188 


Total    8,203 
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General  Orders,  |       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  U.  \  Richmond,  April  29,  186^, 

I.  The  namber  of  general  staff  officers,  and  the  grade  of  each, 
allowed  to  the  several  commands  in  the  field  are  established  as 
follows: 

1.  To  an  army  comx)08ed  of  two  or  more  corps:  A  senior  assistant 
adjataiit  and  inspector  general,  and  an  assistant  adjutant  and 
inspector  general,  not  to  exceed  the  grade  of  colonel,  each  of  whom 
may  have  two  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  generals,  one  not  to 
exceed  the  grade  of  lieutenant-colonel,  and  the  other  of  major.  One 
of  the  assistants  to  the  senior  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  gen- 
eral, selected  with  a  view  to  his  special  qualifications  for  the  duty, 
will  be  charged  with  the  examination  of  court-martial  records.  A 
surgeon  as  medical  director,  wlio  may  be  assisted  by  one  other  sur- 
geon.   Asni^on  as  medical  inspector.  < 

2.  To  an  army  corps:  A  senior  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  i 
general,  and  an  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  not  to 
exceed  the  grade  of  lieutenant-colonel,  each  of  whom  may  have  one 
assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  not  to  exceed  the  grade  of 
major.    A  sur^on  as  medical  director  and  inspector. 

3.  To  a  division :  A  senior  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general, 
and  an  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  not  to  exceed  the 
grade  of  major.  A  surgeon  as  chief  surgeon  and  inspector,  who  will 
also  have  charge  of  the  field  infirmary. 

4.  To  a  brigade:  An  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  of 
the  grade  of  captain.  A  brigade  quartermaster  and  a  brigade  com- 
missary, each  of  the  grade  of  major,  as  now  authorized  by  law.  The 
senior  surgeon  will  act  as  brigade  surgeon  and  inspector.  He  will 
also  have  charge  of  the  field  infirmary,  and  perform  at  the  same  time 
his  duties  as  regimental  surgeon. 

5.  Eachgeneral  officer  will  have  the  aides-de-camp  allowed  bylaw — 
one  for  a  brigadier-general  and  two  for  all  other  general  officers. 

6.  Cavalry  divisions  and  brigades  may  each  have  an  assistant  adju- 
tant and  inspector  general,  not  to  exceed  the  grade  of  major,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  number  allowed  infantry  divisions  and  brigades. 

II.  Senior  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  generals  and  assistant 
adjutant  and  inspector  generals  may  be  required  to  alternate  their 
duties. 

III.  The  number  and  grade  of  the  preceding  general  staff  officers 
attached  to  the  headquarters  of  a  military  department  will  be  assim- 
ilated, according  to  the  above  scale,  to  the  number  of  troops  consti- 
tuting the  military  force  in  the  department.  Special  assignments  in 
addition  may  be  made  by  the  War  Department  when  the  extent  of 
country  and  nature  and  scope  of  duties  may  require  it. 

IV.  The  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  generals  will  not  be  of 
higher  grade  than  is  herein  designated.  Should  the  general  prefer 
an  officer  having  a  lower  grade,  he  may  be  assigned  to  duty  with  the 
command. 

V.  General  officers  will  report  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gen- 
eral all  officers  of  the  several  staff  departments  now  serving  in  their 
respective  commands,  and  will  at  the  same  time  recommend  for  reas- 
signment such  as  may  be  required  under  the  provisions  of  this  order. 

VI.  All  assignments  of  general  staff  officers  will  be  made  by  order 
from  this  office,  and  they  will  not  be  changed  except  by  like  authority. 

VII.  Commands  wiU  not  be  allowed  a  greater  number  of  staff 
officers  than  is  herein  established;  nor  wiU  officers  of  the  line  be 
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assigned  to  staff  duty  without  special  anthorlty.  Should  it  be  deemed 
insnffloient  for  tho  transmiHsion  of  orders  on  the  battle-field,  couriers 
and  guides  (authorized  in  General  Orders,  No.  17,  last  series)  will  be 
employed  by  general  officers,  vho  will  announce  them  in  orders  as 
persons  accredited  to  convey  their  instructions  and  other  communi- 
cations. 

Vni.  Vacancies  will  bo  filled  by  selection  from  the  officers  of  the 
department  in  which  they  occur. 

IX.  ITiese  orders  being  confined  to  the  general  staff  proper,  the 
organization  of  the  other  departments  will  not  be  affected  by  them. 

X.  Promotions  in  the  general  staff  of  the  Army  will  be  by  selec- 
tion and  not  by  seniority,  except  in  cases  of  known  competency  for 
higher  grade. 

By  order:  S.  COOPER, 

AdQviard  aitd  Inspector  Oenerdl. 


[April  20, 18G4. — For  Anderson  to  Breut,  in  reference  to  execution 
of  impre»ii8ment  law  in  East  Tennessee,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXII, 
Part  m,  p.  847,] 


Headquarters  Keskrt^  of  North  Carolina, 

Raleigh,  April  29,  m^. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

AdjxUani  and  Inspector  Generals  Offi>ce: 
General:  After  a  full  conference  with  Colonel  Mallett,  comman- 
dant of  conscripts,  and  on  examination  of  the  reports  of  his  enrolling 
officers  in  different  parte  of  the  State,  I  am  pained  to  report  that  there 
is  much  disaffection  in  many  of  the  oonnties,  which,  emboldened  by  the 
absence  of  troops,  is  being  organized  in  some  places  to  resist  enroll- 
ing officers  and  persecute  and  prey  upon  the  loyal  and  true  citizens. 
At  present  my  orders  do  not  authorize  me  to  act,  as  the  reserve  force 
is  as  yet  without  organization.  I  therefore  respectfully  suggest  that 
my  powers  be  extended  so  as  to  enable  me  to  use  any  troops  that  may 
be  available  for  the  suppression  of  this  insurrectionary  spirit;  and 
further,  that  in  oi^anizing  the  reserve  force  that  I  be  authorized  to 
separate  the  two  classes,  and  as  far  as  I  may  find  necessary  call  the 
junior  class  (i.  e.,  from  seventeen  to  eighteen)  into  immediate  service. 
This  will  take  but  little  from  the  agricultural  interest,  and  that  little 
Vill  be  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  quiet  and  confidence  inci- 
dent to  the  security  it  will  give  to  those  that  remain.  An  early  answer 
is  respectfully  requested. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

[Tint  iDdoraement.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Opfick, 

May  5,  186^. 

Bespectf uUy  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  L.  CLAY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Seoond  intlorseiuetit.] 

April  [May]  5,  1804. 
Respectfully  referred  to  General  Bragg  for  his  consideration  and 
counsel. 

23  B  R— series  IV,  vol  III 
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I  had  flnpposed  it  would  be  more  judicious  to  mingle  the  youths  of 
seventeen  and  eighteen  with  the  older  men.  This,  however,  had  refer- 
ence rather  to  the  morale  and  management  of  the  former  than  to  the 
individual  interests  to  which  General  Holmes  refers.  There  are,  I 
suppose,  no  additional  troops  available  for  the  service  recommended. 

J.  A.  SEDBON, 

Seer^ry. 

[Third  indononieiit.] 

May  29,  1864. 

Special  instructions  have  been  given  about  calling  out  the  reserves. 
I  do  not  think  the  officer  chaiged  with  the  oi^anization  and  equij)- 
ment  of  reserves  should  have  his  duties  complicated  by  any  geo- 
graphical command  beyond  what  is  necessary  for  that  purpose,  and 
it  is  especially  objectionable  that  military  officers  should  be  at  all 
mixed  up  with  the  unfortunate  political  dissensions  in  our  States. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 

[Fourth  Indoraeraent.] 

May  31,  1864. 

Conference  with  General  Holmes  has  obviated  the  necessity  of  any 
instructions. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 


Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Richmond,  AprU  30, 1864, 

Hon;  Jambs  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  concerning  the  oper- 
ations of  the  conscription  service  from  the  Istof  January  to  the  1st  of 
April,  1864.  This  report  indicates  but  a  very  meager  portion  of  the 
work  which  has  been  performed.  The  results  are  the  scanty  glean- 
ings from  an  almost  unlimited  and  nearly  exhausted  field  of  labor, 
every  inch  of  which  has  to  be  searched,  analyzed,  and  classiAed  in 
every  relation  to  the  great  problem  of  recruiting  and  maintaining  the 
armies. 

No  attribute  which  pertains  to  society  or  civil  economy  but  has  been 
subjected  to  the  scrutiny  and  action  of  this  Bureau  and  its  i^nciee. 
With  the  incompetent  means  under  its  control,  all  has  been  done 
which  could  be  effected  by  zeal  and  diligence.  The  results  Indicate 
this  grave  consideration  for  the  Government,  that  fresh  material  for 
the  armies  can  no  longer  be  estimated  as  an  element  of  future  calcu- 
lation for  their  increase,  and  that  necessity  demands  the  invention  of 
devices  for  keeping  in  the  ranks  the  men  now  borne  on  the  rolls. 
The  stem  revocation  of  all  details,  an  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  the 
States  claiming  large  numbers  of  able-bodied  men,  and  the  accretions 
by  age,  are  now  almost  the  only  unexhausted  sources  of  supply.  For 
conscription  from  the  general  population,  the  functions  of  this  Bureau 
may  cease  with  the  termination  of  the  year  1864. 

Papers  A,  B,  C,  and  D  are  the  reports  of  the  officers  of  this  Bureau 
relative  to  matters  with  which  they  are  respectively  chained  and 
exhibiting  statements  uid  views  which  I  deem  worthy  of  your  con- 
sideration.* 


*Not  foimd. 
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Papers  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  J,  K,  L,  M,  and  N,  hereto  attached,  exhibit 
the  various  operations  of  the  conscript  service  in  the  diverse  func- 
tions allotted  to  it.  From  these,  however,  are  excluded  an  immense 
mass  of  work  which  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  report,  because  it  is 
of  a  character  not  demanding  record  in  this  Bureau. 

Thereturns  furnished  are  unavoidably  incomplete,  and  I  respectfully 
refer  to  the  latter  portion  of  this  report  for  the  explanation. 

Papers  O  and  P  will  exhibit  very  valuable  reports  from  Colonel 
Blake,  the  registrar  of  this  Bureau,  in  regard  to  the  military  capa- 
bilities of  Geoi^ia  and  Virginia.*  Within  a  few  days  I  exjrect  to 
receive  from  the  same  intelligent  and  zealous  officer  similar  reports  on 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Alabama. 

Paper  Q  is  a  list  of  the  enrolling  officers  whose  commissions  have 
been  vacated.*   Tlie  case  is  fully  stated  below. 

These  various  exhibits  show  that  much  good  work  has  been  done, 
although  the  numbers  recorded  In  this  Bureau  do  not  manifest  a  large 
increase  to  the  Army.  A  rigid  and  universal  inspection,  not  only  of 
company  rolls,  but  personal  and  also  pay  rolls,  will  prove  that  more 
men  have  been  received  into  the  service  insularly  since  the  1st  of 
January  than  have  gone  through  the  conscription  authorities.  The 
results  of  conscription  since  the  1st  of  Januaiy  have  not  been  equal 
to  the  anticipations  of  the  country,  and,  perhaps,  not  quite  up  to  the 
calculations  of  this  Bureau. 

I.  The  act  of  Congress  entitled  *'An  act  to  put  an  end  to  the 
exemption  from  military  service  of  those  who  have  heretofore  fur- 
nished substitutes"  (approved  January  5, 1864),  has  not  furnished  the 
number  of  men  which  it  was  supposed  would  be  brought  into  the 
service  by  that  law.  It  has  been  found  that  a  number  of  persons  ' 
having  substitutes  come  within  the  classes  exempted  by  the  act  of 
Febmary  17, 1864,  and  other  la^  numbers  belong  to  th<^  classes  who 
are  the  subjects  of  detail  for  the  industrial  productions.  Wealthy 
fanners,  enterprising  manufacturers,  and  mechanics  were  the  per- 
sons  chiefly  furnishing  substitutes.  Besides  th^  many  patriotic 
persons  of  feeble  healti^,  but  within  the  conditions  of  the  regulations, 
sent  in  substitutes,  and  on  being  enrolled  have  been  detailed  for  serv- 
ice out  of  the  field.  The  Bureau,  under  your  instruction,  has  been- ' 
very  cautious  in  allowing  such  details.  I  regret  to  state  that  there 
seems  to  have  been  a  general  effort  to  keep  principals  of  substitutes 
out  of  the  Army. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  calculation  of  enrolling  officers  is,  that  a 
larger  number  of  this  class  have  gone  into  the  Array  without  report- 
ing to  the  enrolling  officers  than  have  been  passed  by  them  through 
the  camps.  The  result  of  the  law,  therefore,  has  been  better  than  is 
exhibited  by  the  records  of  this  Bureau. 

II.  It  has  been  found  exceedingly  difficult  to  interpret  the  "act 
to  organize  forces  to  serve  during  the  war,"  so  as  to  adapt  its  provis- 
ions to  just  administration  under  the  agencies  provided  for  conscrip- 
tion. The  purpose  of  the  law  seems  to  be  that  while  all  men  are 
made  liable  to  military  service  the  productive  industry  must  be  main- 
tained as  necessary  to  the  public  defense.  Under  the  classes  of  ex- 
emption there  are  but  a  limited  number  engaged  in  production.  Of 
persons  "owning  fifteen  able-bodied  hands"  a  very  small  minority 
produce  more  than  they  consume,  rarely  having  a  surplus  of  grain 
or  meat  to  sell,  and  a  large  majority  of  such  persons  between  the 
ages  of  seventeen  and  fifty  are  already  in  the  service.    The  surplus 
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producers,  those  on  whom  the  country  and  the  Army  must  depend 
for  supplies,  are  the  classes  having  much  less  than  **  fifteen  hands," 
and  down  to  single  laborers  on  farms.  As  numerous  as  this  class  is, 
it  has  already  been  drained  of  men  to  a  point  which  requires  great 
cautiou  in  making  further  abstractions.  My  opinion  is  that  the 
agriculture  of  the  country  cannot  safely  spare  more  than  a  very  small 
additional  draft.  I  am  not  sure  that  the  public  defense  would  not  be 
strengthened  instead  of  weakened  by  adding  to  the  labor  thus 
employed. 

III.  In  manufactures  and  mechanical  arts  the  like  necessities  seem 
to  exist.  Perhaps  no  civilized  country  was  ever  so  barren  of  manu- 
factures and  mechanical  arts  as  the  States  of  the  Confederacy  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war;  and  certainly  no  country,  since  the  blockade 
was  established,  has  needed  them  more.  Ko  one  article  of  clothing 
or  mecfafmical  production  was  supplied  within  these  States,  so  that, 
under  the  blockade,  it  has  become  an  absolute  neoeesity,  even  for  the 

I  meager  supply  now  existing,  that  every  manufacturer  and  mechanic 
should  be  kept  to  his  art.  As  the  stock  which  existed  at  the  be^n- 
,  ing  of  war  approaches  absolute  exhaustion  this  necessity  of  course 
increases.    Prudence  requires  great  caution  in  further  diminishing 

\  this  class.  The  Army  and  the  people  must  be  fed  and  clothed,  and 
the  munitions  of  war  must  be  furnished,  and  the  persons  engaged  in 
these  purposes  are  already  too  few  for  the  ends.  It  is  in  the  class  of 
non-producers  that  the  enrolling  officer  must  chiefly  look  for  his 
recruits  to  the  Army,  and  it  is  in  determining  who  these  non-producers 
are  that  the  conscript  authorities  are  engaged  in  hourly  contest  with 
every  authority,  every  prejudice,  every  interest,  and  every  fpar 
which  exists  in  the  Confederacy.  Governors  and  judges  demand  some 
local  convenience;  others,  pecuniary  or  other  interests,  and  the  needs 
of  every  occupation  are  magnified  into  public  necessities.  Towns  and 
cities  demand  able-bodied  men  for  police;  banks  and  brokers,  for 
clerks;  charitable  institutions,  for  wardens;  public  functionaries,  for 
subalterns,  and  all  on  the  plea  that  such  are  necessary  for  the  public 
good.  There  is  one  universal  effort  to  keep  men  from  the  field.  Since 
I  took  charge  of  this  Bureau  no  authority,  association,  or  individual 
has  offered  one  man  to  the  military  service.  Against  all  this  the  con- 
scription authorities  are  daily  contending.  The  results  evince  that 
the  officers  have  been  doing  their  duty. 

IV.  I  regret  that  I  am  compelled  to  report  that  in  no  depart- 
ment of  Government  has  the  law  been  rigidly  complied  with  in  the 
matter  of  details.  The  plea  of  public  necessity  has  been  so  strenu- 
ously urged  and  so  distinctly  proved  that  continuations  have  been 
allowed  beyond  the  contemplation  of  law.  I  respectfully  recommend 
that  as  soon  as  the  reserves  are  organized  the  law  be  rigidly  enforced. 

v.  The  functions  of  conscription  are  now  narrowed  down  to  a 
system  of  delicate  gleaning  from  the  population  of  the  country,  involv- 
ing the  most  laborious,  patient,  cautious,  and  intelligent  investigation 
into  the  relations  of  every  man  to  the  public  defense.  There  are  bat 
few  left  whose  appropriate  duties  in  those  relations  have  not  been 
defined,  and  it  thence  becomes  the  province  of  the  conscription  agents 
to  weigh  and  determine  whether  those  relations  may  not  be  disturbed 
for  the  purpose  of  sending  more  men  into  the  field  and  distributing 
them  for  the  general  service. 

The  efficiency  of  the  Bureau  in  these  investigations  has  been  seri- 
ously impaired  by  the  failure  to  retain  in  office  about  seventy  officers, 
selected  by  you  for  their  peculiar  fitness  for  and  accurate  training 
in  these  duties. 
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These  officera  (paper  Q*)  were  selected  by  you  with  great  care 
and  accurate  discrimination  and  appointed  or  assigned  to  enrolling 
ser\'ice.  With  few  exceptions,  all  other  officers  in  that  service  were 
assigned  by  accident  or  by  reason  of  unfitness  for  other  duties ;  and 
from  this  canse,  when  I  came  to  the  Bureau,  I  found  the  service  con- 
fused and  languid,  and  the  administration  of  the  conscript  laws  neces- 
sarily unsatisfactory.  Chiefly  by  the  zealous  and  intelligent  aid  o£ 
these  seventy  officers  thus  selected,  the  system  was  organized  and 
the  administration  became  fruitful,  not  only  in  men  for  the  field,  but 
in  managing  the  external  police  of  the. armies,  and  also  in  furnishing 
a  amount  of  information  on  whi<^  to  base  the  military  policy  of 
the  country.  These  officers  were  the  chiefs  who  controlled,  informed, 
and  energized  the  ungenial  agencies  filtered  into  the  conscript  from 
the  debris  of  the  general  service.  They  were  the  practiced  and 
trained  soldiers  and  judges  on  whom  I  relied  to  sustain  me  in  my 
hard  duty  of  wringing  from  the  wasted  population  the  scanty  rem- 
nant of  men,  and  at  the  same  time  to  preserve,  as  far  as  our  military 
need  would  permit,  the  enfeebled  productive  ener^es  of  the  country. 
These  officers  have  been  discharged  by  the  operation  of  a  law  which 
does  not  provide  adequate  compensation  to  the  public  service. 

In  the  States  of  Virginia,  Korth  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina 
these  officers  were  the  principal  agents  of  conscription,  and  in  these 
States  conscription  has  been  eminently  successful.  In  Georgia, 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Florida  the  ofKcers  were  altogether  casual, 
and  from  these  States  came  all  the  complaints  of  the  evite  and  failures 
of  conscription. 

The  Invalid-Corps  bill  has  furnished  no  substitutes  for  these 
officers,  and  I  have  no  authority  to  ask  or  receive  officers  from  any 
other  source  except  such  as  may  be  sent  by  the  casualties  of  the  field, ' 
or  on  declarations  of  incompetence.  I  cannot  too  strongly  express  my 
dismay  at  the  almost  certain  prospect  of  the  utter  failure  of  the  con- 
scription service  during  the  coming  vital  campaign  if  it  is  made 
dependent  on  the  accidental  officers  who  are  fitfully  and  irregularly 
assigned  to  ito  duties.  On  the  Ist  day  of  April  no  branch  of  the 
pubuc  service  was  working  with  more  order  and  efficiency  than  that 
under  the  control  of  this  Bureau.  All  obstacles  and  impediments — 
and  they  were  of  the  gravest  character — ^were  yielding  to  the  intelli- 
gence, the  indomitable  zeal  and  devotion  of  the  officers.  On  the  1st 
day  of  May  over  a  lai^  portion  of  the  Confederacy  the  service  will 
be  paralyzed.  Leaving  out  the  plea  of  harsh  and  cruel  dealing  with 
these  officers,  a  large  majority  of  whom  are  disabled  by  wounds  and 
disease,  and  have  resigned  higher  to  take  inferior  commissions,  I 
regard  this  statement  I  have  made  as  sufficient  warrant  for  me  to 
siif^est  a  recommendation  that  Congress  make  some  provision  for 
reinstating  these  officers  in  the  enrolling  service  with  their  proper 
commissions. 

VI.  Another  grave  interruption  has  come  of  the  occasional,  but 
too  frequent,  assignment  of  officers  commanding  in  the  field  to  the 
duty  of  conscription  and  recruiting  in  particular  localities.  In  every 
instance  this  has  unduly  disturbed  the  production  of  the  country — ^has 
violated  legal  rights — has  failed  to  send  men  into  the  field — and  has 
been  unjust  to  the  general  service.  In  no  instance  has  an  officer 
commanding  in  the  field,  chained  with  local  conscription,  sent  a  con- 
script out  of  his  department.  The  assumption  by  local  authorities  to 
determine  liability  to  service  has  uniformly  been  detrimental,  keep- 
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ing  tmnecessarily  many  from  the  field  and  impeding  and  delaying 
the  consoript  officers  in  Bending  others. 

VII.  In  my  report  of  December  5,  1863,  I  estimated  that  nearly 
one-third  more  men  vent  into  the  field  directly  under  the  compul- 
sion of  the  law  than  passed  through  the  camps  of  instruction.  My 
belief  is  that  the  proportion  has  b^n  increased  since  the  passage  of 
the  acts  of  January  5  and  Febroaiy  17 — that  is,  that  the  conscript 
rolls  and  assignments  will  not  exhibit  one-half  the  number  of  men 
who  have  gone  into  the  service  since  the  6th  of  January.  Proper 
returns  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraPs  OfQce  should  m^e 
an  accurate  exhibit  of  these  accretions.  General  orders  have  been 
inoperative  to  prevent  this  mode  of  direct  volunteering;  and  requisi- 
tions for  the  men  by  enrolling  oflBcers  and  this  Bureau  hare  been 
unheeded.  The  abuse  exists  in  every  military  department.  Your 
attention  is  respectfully  and  earnestly  invited  to  this  matter,  and  a 
rigid  inspection  of  company  rolls  is  recommended. 

YIII.  The  applications  for  details  in  the  various  departments  of 
the  Government  and  in  other  pursuits  have  increased  and  are  daily 
increasing.  The  allegation  of  public  necessity  is  generally  set  forth, 
and  it  is  very  difiSoult  for  this  Bureau  to  determine.  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  limit  such  details  as  rigidly  as  possible,  but  have  not  suceeeded 
to  the  extent  which  it  appeara  to  me  the  public  service  demands. 
My  opinion  is  that  all  proper  labor,  except  of  mechanical  experts 
and  agriculturists,  can,  by  due  effort,  be  furnished  from  the  exempt 
classes,  the  reserves,  the  light-duty  conscripts,  and  the  Invalid  Corps, 
and  that  there  is  no  absolute  necessity,  at  this  time,  for  one  detail  in 
ten  of  the  able-bodied  men  between  eighteen  and  forty-five,  I  believe 
stem  adherence  to  a  rule  embracing  this  conclusion  would  not  dimin- 
ish the  vigor  of  the  productive  industry  to  any  appreciable  extent. 

The  exceptions  are  very  rare  which  involve  a  permanent  necessity 
of  departing  from  the  provisions  of  sections  8  and  9  of  the  act 
of  February  17,  1864.  At  present  there  is  not  one  department  of  the 
Government  or  one  enterprise  in  the  country  which  is  not  clamor- 
ing for  such  departure.  The  various  bureaus  of  Government  ask 
over  13,000  able-bodied  men.  The  railroads  ask  at  least  one  brigade 
beyond  the  allowance  of  exempts.  The  express  companies  demand 
nearly  a  regiment,  and  State  authorities  fully  10,000.  Wherever  a 
contract  is  made  with  the  Government,  in  which  a  large  pi-ofit  is  pro- 
vided, the  Government  is  immediately  called  upon  to  do  the  work  for 
which  it  pays.  Thus  a  railroad,  an  express,  telegraph,  or  manufac- 
turing company  contracts  with  the  Government  and  lays  its  profits; 
it  then  asks  the  Government  to  detail  from  the  Army  or  abstain  from 
the  military  use  of  all  the  labor  necessary  to  fulfill  the  contract.  The 
evil  is  an  enormous  one.  The  authority  of  this  Bureau  is  not  com- 
petent to  the  remedy. 

IX.  In  many  localities  it  has  been  found  expedient,  indeed  neces- 
sary, to  suspend  wholly  or  partially  the  operations  of  conscription. 
This  has  been  done  in  localities  between  the  lines  of  oar  armies  and 
those  of  the  enemy — so  far  as  the  reserve  classes  are  concerned — ^for 
the  obvious  reason  of  preventing  those  classes  from  becoming  prison- 
ers of  war,  and  it  has  been  extended  to  all  classes  within  the  enemy's 
lines  from  the  impossibility  of  the  enrolling  officers  operating.  In 
the  First  Congressional  District  of  North  Carolina  the  whole  matter 
has  been  turned  over  to  the  Governor  of  tl«it  State,  the  men  to  be 
used  for  State  defense. 

X.  Frequent  complaints  are  made  of  the  Inefficiency  and  corrup- 
tion of  the  enrolling  officers.    Such  complaints  are  made  against  the 
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generals  in  the  field  and  all  the  departments  of  the  Gtovemment.  In 
the  case  of  enrolling  officers  they  are  sometimes  well  founded,  and 
active  efforts  are  nade  to  remedy  the  evils.  In  general,  however, 
these  complaints  are  l^e  results  of  ignorance,  or  the  baffled  endeavor 
to  escape  the  service,  or  of  malice,  because  the  duty  of  the  officers  of 
conscription  requires  them  to  exempt  certain  persons  for  sufficient 
legal  reasons.  I  can  congratulate  you  on  the  assurance  that  the  chief 
officers  in  the  enrolling  service  discharge  their  duties  with  as  much 
zeal,  intelligence,  and  efficiency  as  any  officers  in  the  Government. 
There  may  be  defects  in  the  administration  of  the  conscript  laws 
and  dereliction  among  the  officers,  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  assert- 
ing that  the  country  and  the  Oiovemment  has  Jnst  reason  to  be 
satisfied  both  with  the  system  and  the  officers.  As  to  the  offioera  of 
this  Bnrean  immediately  under  my  eye,  I  have,  without  undue 
assumption,  great  pride  m  testifying  to  their  zeal,  their  apt  intelli- 
gence, their  untiring  industry  and  absorbing  devotion  in  the  public 
service. 

In  view  of  the  important  and  delicate  service  you  have  confided  to 
my  administration,  I  cannot  refrain  from  the  expression  of  my  grate- 
ful acknowledgment  to  you  and  to  the  eminent  public  servant  who 
acts  as  your  assistant  for  the  patient  and  courteous  consideration 
you  have  given  to  all  my  applications,  and  for  the  enlightened, 
judicious,  and  prompt  instructions  by  which  you  have  authorized  and 
enabled  me  to  execute  your  orders.  Of  the  nature,  the  extent,  the 
intricacy,  and  the  delicacy  of  the  duties  to  be  performed  by  the  con- 
scription authorities,  you  have,  and  what  is  extremely  rare  in  the 
country,  a  full  and  clear  comprehension,  and  in  their  performance 
you  have  generously  permitted  me  to  avail  myself  habitually  of  your 
direct  and  minute  counsels. 

JOHN  S.  PRESTON, 
CdUmd  amd  SupeHrdenaent. 

K.— VIRGINIA. 
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Hnmber  sxempt : 

By  law  uw  orders  

By  bouda  of  szaminkltoii 


Coiucripte  aMlnied  

Velnnteen  Migsed  

DeMtten  ntamwl  to  Jtvatj . 


IncrsMe  to  Army. 


Conacripts  detolleil  Id  the  State  to— 

OrdDonce  DeitMrtment  

Nitor  and  Minine  Burean  

OaartenDuter'a  wpoTtment  .... 

SubalsloDce  Deputment  

Bnireaa  company  

Tefegraph  company  

Railroad  companfw  

Navy    

Uodleal  Department  

OnTORnMiiieantnetors  

iileoellaMoca  


Total 


4n 
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148 
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785 


1,400 
l.fiSl 
1,017 
176 
8 
37 
410 
636 
164 


1,841 
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313 


8«l 
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20 
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i.m 
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320 
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006 
4 

690 


1,180 


1,200 
1,372 
064 
187 


030 


4,100 


8,234 

1,287 
8,484 


2,088 
IW 
2, 180 


4,864 


Total  number  detailed  April  1, 1854,  4,106. 


'According  to  the  factors  of  this  colnmn  the  snm  total  should  be  7,101.  An 
evident  error  exiBta  sranewhere  in  the  figmres. 
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Hnnber  enrolled  

ITiiinlMr  exetnpt : 

B7  law  ana  i^len  

By  boards  of  examlnatloii 


ConserfptB  aoalcnod  

Volnateers  auigned  

DeMrtors  returned  to  Army , 


Inorease  to  Amy. 


Cmscripts  detailed  In  the  State  to— 

Ordnance  Department  

Niter  And  Hlnine  Bureau  

Qnartcrmaater's  I>epartmeDt  

SnbefHtenoe  Department  

Ezprees  company  

Telegraph  company  

Railroad  oompanlea  

Navy  

Hedioal  Department  

Govern  nieo  I  contractors  

M  iacellnneons  

State  qnartArmaster  

State  fsctoriee  

State  salt- works  

State  oTdnanoedqHUtBMnt.....'.. 


Total. 


875 


404 


790 


m 

620 
5fi0 
2U 

6e 

22 
ail 

17fl 
M 


418 


1^ 

2S0 


2H 


425 
491 
247 

ae 


70 
107 
58 


155 


244 


lOS 


1,020 


850 


303 


253 


HI      1, 100 


530 

550 


245 


79 
100 
58 


368 

35 
130 

52 


3,015     3,174     2,267  2,814 


530 


851 


m 

58 


205 

36 
149 

53 


1,844 


1,343 


2.088 


Total  nnmber  detailed  April  1.  1804,  2.614. 

G.-SOUTH  CAROLINA. 


Nnmber  enrolled  

Somber  exempt : 

By  law  and  orders  

By  boarda  of  ezamlBatloa. 


Goneorlpta  aasisned  

Yotnnteers  aselcned  

DeMrtera  returned  to  Army 


Inoieaw  to  Army . 


Hen  detailed  In  the  State  to— 

Ordnanee  Departoiont  

Niter  and  Mining  Banm^... 
Qnartemastw's  uepartnwnt. 

SnbolBtenoe  Department  

Expreae  compuy  

Telegraph  company  

Railroad  oompanlea  


Navy.... 

If  edlaal  Departmant  

Oovemment  oontraotore 
Jliaoelluaou  


Totid. 


480 

143 
428 

46 

256 


406 


S20 


87S 


478 

274 

256 

873 
286 
270 


030 


343 


303 

223 
260 

'UA 
545 
190 


878 


256 
181 


073 


279 

28 
215 

Ir 

813 
180 


MS 


1,621 

668 

1.155 

906 
l,18S 
90S 


3,000 


All  detailt  rovokod.  New  onea  to  ba  granted  under  the  aet  of  Cougreaa  mpprowi  Tobmary  17, 1804. 
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H.-QZOKGIA. 


Number  enrolled  

Nam  ber  exempt: 

By  Uw  uid  ordern  

By  liovds  of  examination 


CoMcripts  Malgned  

Vglonleera  assigned  

Deeerters  returned  to  Amy  . 


Inenaae  to  Army. 


Men  detailed  In  the  State  to— 

Ordnance  Uspartment  

Niter  and  MlninK  Buraan 


Miter  and  Ulning  Buraan  

Qoart«nDaster's  l>epartment . 

snbalatenoe  Department  

Bxpress  company  

Telegraph  company  

Railroad  companlea  

Navy  , 

Medical  Department  

Government  eontrutors  

UlsoellBneoiM  


Total. 


1 

1^ 

1 

%, 

■2 

« 

3 

a 
■a 

t£ 

393 

282 

629 

720 

1,824 

IM 

160 

183 

72 

581 

78 

362 

374 

60 

783 

376 

 it;" 

192 

 r;r 

335 

^- 
637 

1,540 

5 

K 

D 

354 

438 

507 

1  MA 
1,  VjEU 

736 

630 

842 

1, 268 

o.  Mo 
"■ 

S,267 

2,403 

2,474 

1,060 

125 

125 

128 

233 

136 

147 

147 

210 

53 

67 

90 

06 

50 

53 

53 

73 

4 

5 

5 

3 

81 

52 

42 

13 

5B 

«3 

66 

91 

47 

47 

49 

40 

4 

704 

845 

»ei 

1,058 

8,B35 

3,772 

3.984 

2,858 

Total  detailed  in  State  April  1, 1884. 2. 858. 

I.— VAST  TENNESSEE  AND  KKNTUCKY. 


Hnmber  enrolled  

Nnmber  exempt : 

By  lair  and  orders  

By  boards  or  ezamlnatloB. 


Conaeripta  aealnied  

VolnntMn  aaalgBed  

Desert  era  ratanwd  to  Army. 


Increase  to  Army 


Hen  detailed  In  the  State  to— 

Ordnance  Department  

Niter  and  Uining  Biirean  . . . . 
Qoariermaster' s  Depar  tment . 

Siibsistence  Department  

Expreas  company 


Telegraph  company  

Railroad  companies  

Navy  

Hedtcal  Department  

Ooreramoot  oontnctora 
XbeellaiMoiia  


Total. 


35 


33 


57 


38 
141 


38 
132 
132 


339 


136 
112 


107 


78 


168 


10 


185 


2 
31 
82 

la 


a" 


loe 


127 

"42 


160 


539 
7 
27 


2 
31 
66 

672 
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J.— FLORIDA. 
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82 
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74 
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10 

IM 

U6 
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78 

20 

1S2 

8 

2 

38 

48 

62 

80 

S8  1  206 

Uen  detailnd  in  the  Stftto  to— 

4 

3 

7 

1 

2 

3 

S 

5 

a 
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NoTV.— Florldft  was  turnetl  OTer  to  the  JarUdlctionor  the  Burran  of  ConMiiptiM  Special Oiden, 
Ho.  310,  Adjutant  and  Inepector  0«Doral's  Office,  December  31,  1863. 
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Note— Lfent^oant-Colonel  Lockhart  was  asainiFd  to  daty  itm  conunandaat  oT  Alabama  Febr 
2S,  1864.  His  full  report  for  March  not  yet  ncaTsd;  thennra  can  ealy  give  the  number  aaal| 
ttaiough  camp  of  inairaothm. 
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N. — Summary. 


From  the  reports  now  in  this  Bureau,  it  appears  that  for  the  months 
of  December,  January,  February,  and  March,  7,513  conscripts  were 
assigned  to  the  Army,  2,325  volunteers  were  assigned  to  the  Army, 
8,306  deserters  were  returned  to  the  Army — 18,144  increase  to  the 
Army. 

The  reports  of  the  nnmber  of  persons  exempted  by  law  and  orders 
of  the  War  Department  are  not  complete.  The  number  so  report«d 
in  North  Carolina  has  not  been  fully  reported,  and  the  commandant 
has  been  directed  to  furnish  this  information. 

In  Alabama  and  Mississippi  the  number  exempt  by  law  and  orders 
up  to  1st  of  January  is  given,  bnt  not  the  nnmber  exempt  by  boards 
of  examination. 

The  total  number  of  persons  detailed  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi  is 
not  known,  as  the  reports  of  the  number  detailed  is  up  to  the  Ist  of 
January,  1864. 

Taking  the  number  detailed  In  those  States  at  that  time,  there  are 
13,142  conscripts  detailed. 

Upon  the  same  reports,  exclusive  of  North  Carolina,  there  are  20,435 
conscripts  exempted  by  law  and  orders,  5,847  conscripts  exempted  by 
boards  of  examination. 

The  commandants  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi  have  been  written 
to  to  furnish  a  complete  report  of  the  operations  of  conscription  in 
those  States,  and  as  soon  as  their  reports  are  received  they  will  be 
forwarded.  It  is  a  matter  of  much  difficulty  to  obtain  accurate 
reports  from  these  States,  owing  to  the  confusion  of  the  service  and 
to  the  very  meager  reports  (in  some  instances  none)  from  no  records 
having  been  kept.  All  these  details  and  exemptions  are  now  revoked, 
and  new  ones  will  have  to  be  issued  under  the  late  act  of  Congress, 
which  went  into  operation  on  the  1st  of  April,  1864. 


[April  30,  1864. — For  Davis  to  Chesnut,  i-elative  to  the  oi^aniza- 
tion  of  the  reserve  force  in  South  Carolina,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LIIl, 


Confederate  States  of  America,  Treasury  Dept. 

Richmond^  AprU  SOy 

Hon.  J.  A.  Sbddon, 


Sir:  I  have  just  received  a  communication  addressed  yon  by 
Colonel  Bayne  of  the  2d  instant,*  and  indorsed  yon  on  the  4th, 
i-equesting  a  reply  to  certain  inquiries  of  the  Quartermaster-General 
respecting  contracts  to  pay  for  supplies  for  his  department  in  cotton. 
Since  the  late  act  of  Congress  and  the  regulations  issued  in  execution 
thereof,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  policy  of  the  Government  on  that  sub- 
ject is  changed,  and  that  no  new  contracts  should  be  made  for  the 
delivery  of  cotton  in  payment  of  contracts.  It  would  be  better  to  put 
an  end  to  some  of  the  existing  contracts  and  take  to  the  Grovemment 
the  benefit  of  the  entire  shipment  of  Government  cotton.  The  diflS- 
culty  which  meets  every  arrangement  is  transportation ;  and  inasmuch 


p.  329.] 


Secretary  of  War: 


*Not  found. 
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as  only  a  veiy  limited  amount  can  be  transported  to  the  Atlantic 
ports,  there  will  be  a  continual  contest  for  that  amount.  The  demands 
upon  the  Government  abroad  require  that  it  should  have  the  prefer- 
ence in  shipments.  Everj'  contract,  therefore,  which  gives  to  individ- 
uals a  right  to  ship  cotton  is  so  far  an  injury  to  the  Government. 
It  would  be  better,  it  seems  to  me,  for  the  Government  to  ship  on  its 
own  account  all  the  cotton  which  it  can  transport,  and  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sale  to  pay  for  supplies  in  money  abroad. 
Respectfully, 

C.  G.  MEMMTNGER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaswry. 

[InhmcmMit.] 

May  4,  1864. 

To  Colonel  Bayne  for  remarks.* 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 


Richmond,  May  3,  I864. 
The  Senate  and  House  op  Representatives  op  the  Confeder- 
ate States  of  America: 

You  are  assembled  under  circumstances  of  deep  interest  to  your 
country,  and  it  is  fort^unate  that,  coming  as  you  do  newly  elected  by 
the  people  and  familiar  with  the  condition  of  the  various  localities, 
you  will  be  the  better  able  to  devise  measures  adapted  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  public  service  without  imposing  imneceasary  burdens  on 
the  citizen.  The  brief  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the  last  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress  has  not  afforded  sufficient  opportunity  to  test  the 
efficacy  of  the  most  important  laws  then  enacted,  nor  have  the  events 
occurring  in  the  interval  been  such  as  materially  to  change  the  state 
of  the  country. 

The  unjust  war  commenced  against  us  in  violation  of  the  rights  of 
the  States,  and  in  usurpation  of  power  not  delegated  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  is  still  characterized  by  the  barbarism 
with  which  it  has  heretofore  been  conducted  by  the  enemy.  Aged 
men,  helpless  women,  and  children  appeal  in  vain  to  the  humanity 
which  should  be  inspired  by  their  condition  for  immunity  from  arrest, 
incarceration,  or  banishment  from  their  homes.  Plunder  and  devas- 
tation of  the  property  of  non-combatants,  destruction  of  private 
dwellings,  and  even  of  edifices  devoted  to  the  worship  of  God ;  expedi- 
tions organized  for  the  sole  purpose  of  sacking  cities,  consigning  them 
to  the  flames,  killing  the  unarmed  inhabitants,  and  inflicting  horrible 
outrages  on  women  and  children,  are  some  of  the  constantly  recurring 
atrocities  of  the  invader.  It  cannot  reasonably  be  pretended  that 
such  acts  conduce  to  any  end  which  their  authors  dare  avow  before 
the  civilized  world,  and  sooner  or  later  Christendom  must  mete  out  to 
them  the  condemnation  which  such  brutality  deserves.  The  suffer- 
ing thus  ruthlessly  inflicted  ui>on  the  people  of  the  invaded  districts 
has  served  but  to  illustrate  their  patriotism.  Entire  unanimity  and 
zeal  for  their  country's  cause  have  been  pre-eminently  conspicuous 
among  those  whose  sacrifices  have  been  the  greatest.  So  the  Army, 
which  has  borne  the  trials  and  dangera  of  the  war,  which  has  been 
subjected  to  privations  and  disappointments  (tests  of  manly  fortitude 

*See  Bayse  to  Seddon,  Hay  18,  p.  428. 
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far  more  severe  than  the  brief  fatigues  and  perils  of  actual  combat), 
has  been  the  center  of  cheerfulness  and  hope.    From  the  camp  comes 

the  voice  of  the  soldier  patriots  invoking  each  who  is  at  home,  in  the 
sphere  he  best  may  fiU,  to  devote  his  whole  energies  to  the  support  of 
a  cause  in  the  success  of  which  their  confidence  has  never  faltered. 
They — the  veterans  of  many  a  hard-fought  field — tender  to  their  coun- 
try, without  limit  of  time,  a  service  of  priceless  vslne  to  ns,  one  which 
posterity  will  hold  in  grateful  remembrance. 

In  considering  the  state  of  the  country  the  reflection  is  nattxrally 
suggested  that  this  is  the  Third  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America.  The  Provisional  Government  was  formed,  its  Congress 
held  four  sessions,  lived  its  appointed  term,  and  passed  away.  The 
permanent  Government  was  then  oi^anized,  its  different  departments 
established,  a  Congress  elected,  which  also  held  four  sessions,  served 
its  full  constitutional  term,  and  expired.  You,  the  Second  Congress 
under  the  permanent  Government,  are  now  assembled  at  the  time  and 
place  appointed  by  law  for  commencing  your  session.  All  these 
events  have  passed  into  history,  notwithstanding  the  threat  of  our 
prompt  subjugation  made  three  years  ago  by  a  people  that  presume 
to  assert  a  title  to  govern  States  whose  separate  and  independent 
sovereignty  was  recognized  by  treaty  with  France  and  Great  Britain 
in  the  last  century,  and  remained  unquestioned  for  nearly  three  gen- 
erations. Yet  these  very  governments,  in  disregard  of  duty  and 
treaty  obligations  which  bind  them  to  recognize  as  independent  Vir- 
ginia and  other  Confederate  States,  persist  in  countenancing  by  moral 
influence,  if  not  in  aiding  by  unfair  and  partial  action,  the  claim  set 
up  by  the  Executive  of  a  foreign  Government  to  exercise  despotic 
sway  over  the  States  thus  recognized,  and  treat  the  invasion  of  them 
by  their  former  limited  and  special  agent  as  though  it  were  the 
attempt  of  a  sovereign  to  suppress  a  rebellion  against  lawful  author- 
ity. Ungenerous  advantage  has  been  taken  of  our  present  condition, 
and  our  rights  have  been  violated,  our  vessels  of  war  detained  in 
ports  to  which  they  had  been  invited  by  proclamations  of  neutrality, 
and  in  one  instance  our  flag  also  insulted  where  the  sacred  right  of 
asylum  was  supposed  to  be  secure;  while  one  of  these  governments 
has  contented  itself  with  simply  deprecating,  by  deferential  repre- 
sentations, the  conduct  of  our  enemy  in  the  constantly  recurring 
instances  of  his  contemptuous  disregard  of  neutral  rights  and  fla^ant 
violations  of  public  law.  It  may  be  that  foreign  governments,  like 
our  enemies,  have  mistaken  our  desire  for  peace,  unreservedly 
expressed,  for  evidence  of  exhaustion,  and  have  thence  inferred  the 
probability  of  success  in  the  effort  to  subjugate  or  exterminate 
the  millions  of  human  beings  who,  in  these  Stat^,  prefer  any  fate  to 
submission  to  their  savage  assailants,  I  see  no  prospect  of  an  early 
change  in  the  course  heretofore  pursued  by  these  governments;  but 
when  this  delusion  shall  have  been  dispelled  and  when  our  independ- 
ence by  the  valor  and  fortitude  of  our  people  shall  have  been  won 
against  all  the  hostile  influences  combined  against  us,  and  can  no 
longer  be  ignored  by  open  foes  or  professed  neutrals,  this  war  will 
have  left  with  its  proud  memories  a  record  of  many  wrongs  which  it 
may  not  misbecome  us  to  forgive,  some  for  which  we  may  not  projj- 
erly  forbear  from  demanding  rodress.  In  the  meantime  it  is  enough 
for  ns  to  know  that  every  avenue  of  negotiation  is  closed  against  us; 
that  our  enemy  is  making  renewed  and  strenuous  efforts  for  our 
destruction,  and  that  the  sole  resource  for  us  as  a  people  secure  in 
the  justice  of  our  oatise  mad  holding  onr  liberties  to  be  more  preoions 
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than  all  other  earthly  possessions,  is  to  combine  and  apply  every 
available  element  of  power  for  their  defense  and  preservation. 

On  the  subject  of  the  exchange  of  prisoners  I  greatly  regret  to  be 
unable  to  give  you  satisfactory  information.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States,  while  persisting  in  failure  to  execute  the  terms  of  the 
cartel,  make  occasional  deliveries  of  prisoners  and  then  suspend 
action  without  apparent  cause.  I  confess  my  inability  to  comprehend 
their  policy  or  purpose.  The  priaoners  held  by  us,  in  spite  of  humane 
care,  are  perishing  from  the  inevitable  effects  of  imprisonment  and 
the  homesickness  produced  by  the  hopelessness  of  release  from  con- 
finement. The  Bi»ectacle  of  their  suffering  augments  our  longing 
desire  to  relieve  from  similar  trials  our  own  brave  men  who  have 
spent  so  many  weary  months  in  a  cruel  and  useless  imprisonment, 
endured  with  heroic  constancy.  The  delivery,  after  a  suspension  of 
some  weeks,  has  just  been  resumed  by  the  enemy;  but  as  they  give 
no  assurance  of  intent  to  carr>'  out  the  cartel,  an  interruption  of  the 
exchange  may  recur  at  any  moment. 

The  reports  of  the  departments,  herewith  submitted,  are  referred  to 
for  full  information  in  relation  to  the  matters  appertaining  to  each. 
There  are  two  of  them  on  which  I  deem  it  necessary  to  make  special 
ronark.  The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  states  facts 
justifying  the  conclusion  that  the  law  passed  at  the  last  session  for 
tlie  purpose  of  withdrawing  from  circulation  the  lai^  excess  of  Treas- 
ury notes  heretofore  issued  has  had  the  desired  effect,  and  that  by  the 
1st  of  July  the  amount  in  circulation  will  have  been  reduced  to  a  sum 
notexceeding  $230,000,000.  It  is  believed  to  be  of  primary  importance 
that  no  further  issue  of  notes  should  take  place,  and  that  the  use  of 
the  credit  of  the  Government  should  be  restricted  to  the  two  other 
modes  provided  by  Congress,  viz,  the  sale  of  bonds  and  the  issue  of 
certificates  bearing  interest  for  the  price  of  supplies  purchased  within 
onr  limits.  The  law  as  it  now  stands  authorizes  the  issue  by  the 
Treasury  of  new  notes  to  the  extent  of  two-thirds  of  the  amount 
re<%ived  under  its  provisions.  The  estimate  of  the  amount  funded 
under  the  law  is  shown  to  be  $300,000,000,  and  if  two-thirds  of  this 
sun  be  reissued  we  shall  have  an  addition  of  $200,000,000  to  our  dr* 
cnlation,  believed  to  be  already  ample  for  the  business  of  the  country. 
The  addition  of  this  large  sum  to  the  volume  of  the  current  would 
be  attended  by  disastrous  effects  and  would  produce  the  speedy  recur- 
rence of  the  evils  from  which  the  funding  law  has  rescued  the  country. 
If  our  arms  are  crowned  with  the  success  which  we  have  so  much 
reason  to  hope,  we  may  well  expect  that  this  war  cannot  be  prolonged 
beyond  the  current  year,  and  nothing  would  so  much  retard  the  benefl- 
eent  influence  of  peace  on  all  the  interests  of  our  country  as  the 
existence  of  a  great  mass  of  currency  not  redeemable  in  coin.  With 
our  vast  resources  the  circulation,  if  restricted  to  its  present  volume, 
would  be  easily  manageable,  and  by  gradual  absorption  in  payment 
of  public  dues  would  give  place  to  the  precious  metals,  the  only  basis 
of  a  currency  adapted  to  commerce  with  foreign  countries.  In  our 
preset  circumstances  I  know  of  no  mode  of  providing  for  the  public 
wants  which  would  entail  sacrifices  so  great  as  a  fresh  issue  of  Treas- 
niy  notes,  and  I  trust  that  yon  will  concur  in  the  propriety  of  abso- 
lutely forbidding  any  increase  of  those  now  in  circulation. 

Officers  have  been  appointed  and  dispatched  to  the  trans-Mississippi 
States  and  the  necessary  measures  taken  for  the  execution  of  the  laws 
enacted  to  obviate  delays  in  administering  the  Treasury  and  other 
Executive  Departments  in  those  States,  but  suflGicient  time  has  not 
elapsed  to  ascertain  tiie  results. 
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In  relation  to  the  most  important  of  all  subjects  at  the  present  time, 
the  efficiency  of  our  armies  in  the  field,  it  is  gratifying  to  assure  you 
that  the  discipline  and  instruction  of  the  troops  have  kept  pace  with 
the  improvement  in  material  and  equipment.  We  have  reason  to 
congratulate  ourselves  on  the  results  of  the  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  on  the  increased  administrative  enei^  in  the  different 
bureaus  of  the  War  Department,  and  may  not  unreasonably  indulge 
anticipations  of  cummensurate  success  in  the  ensuing  campaign. 

The  organization  of  reserves  is  in  progress,  and  it  is  hoped  they  will 
be  valuable  in  affording  local  protection  without  requiring  detail  and 
detachments  from  active  force. 

Among  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  your  attention  is  specially  invited  to  those  in  which 
le^lation  is  suggested  on  the  following  subjects,  viz : 

The  tenure  of  office  of  the  general  officers  in  the  Provisional  Army, 
and  a  proper  discrimination  in  the  compensation  of  the  different 
grades. 

The  provision  required  in  aid  of  invalid  officers  who  have  resigned 
in  consequence  of  wounds  or  sickness  contracted  while  in  service. 

The  amendment  of  the  law  which  deprives  officers  in  the  field  of 
the  privilege  of  purchasing  rations,  and  thus  adds  to  their  embarrass- 
ment, instead  of  conferring  the  benefit  intended. 

The  organization  of  the  general  staff  of  the  Army,  in  relation  to 
which  a  special  message  will  shortly  be  addressed  to  you,  containing 
the  reasons  which  compel  me  to  withhold  my  approval  of  a  bill  passed 
by  your  predecessors  at  too  late  a  period  of  the  session  to  allow  time 
for  returning  it  for  their  reconsideration. 

The  necessity  for  an  increase  in  the  allowance  now  made  for  the 
transportation  of  officers  traveling  under  orders. 

The  mode  of  providing  officers  for  the  execatlon  of  the  conscript 
laws. 

The  means  of  securing  greater  dispatch  and  moi-e  regular  adminis- 
tration of  justice  in  examining  and  disposing  of  the  records  of  cases 
reported  from  the  courts-martial  and  military  courts  in  the  Army. 

The  recent  events  of  the  war  are  highly  creditable  to  our  troops, 
exhibiting  energy  and  vigilance  combined  with  the  habitual  gallantry 
which  they  have  taught  us  to  expect  on  all  occasions.  We  have  been 
cheered  by  important  and  valuable  successes  in  Florida,  Northern 
Mississippi,  W^eslern  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  Western  Louisiana, 
and  Eastern  North  Carolina,  reflecting  the  highest  honor  on  the  skill 
and  conduct  of  our  commanders,  and  on  the  incomparable  soldiers 
whom  it  is  their  privilege  to  lead.  A  naval  attack  on  Mobile  was  so 
successfully  repulsed  at  the  outer  works  that  the  attempt  was  aban- 
doned, and  the  nine-months'  siege  of  Charleston  lias  been  practically 
suspended,  leaving  that  noble  city  and  its  fortiresses  imperishable 
monuments  to  the  skill  and  fortitude  of  its  defenders.  The  armies  in 
Northern  Georgia  and  in  Northern  Virginia  still  oppose  with  unshaken 
front  a  formidable  barrier  to  the  progress  of  the  invader,  and  our 
generals,  armies,  and  people  are  animated  by  cheerful  confidence. 

Let  us,  then,  while  resolute  in  devoting  all  our  energies  to  securing 
the  realization  of  the  bright  auspices  which  encoui'age  us,  not  forget 
that  our  bumble  and  most  grateful  thanks  are  due  to  Him  without 
whose  guidance  and  protecting  care  all  human  efforts  are  of  no  avail, 
and  to  whose  interposition  are  due  the  manifold  successes  with  which 
we  have  been  cheered. 


JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
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6£NBRAL  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  Obneral'b  Office, 

Ko.  46.  )  RichvKmdy  May  ^,  186^, 

I.  To  prevent  Htraggling  in  the  Army,  commanding  ofiBcers,  upon 
the  receipt  of  orders  to  move  from  one  command  to  another,  will  for- 
ward to  the  general  commanding  to  wliom  he  is  ordered  to  report  a 
field  return,  which  will  exhibit  the  present  strength  of  their  commands. 
When  their  destination  is  reached  a  like  return  will  be  made  to  the 
same  commander,  upon  which  the  number  and  names  of  the  absentees 
and  the  cause  of  their  absence  will  be  stated.  Similar  returns  will  be 
forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General.  Officers  will  be 
held  strictly  accountable  by  commanding  generals  for  any  straggling 
that  may  occur  with  their  tro<^. 

n.  Special  attention  is  called  to  the  appropriation  by  impressment 
of  horses  for  cavalry  service.  It  is  without  warrant  of  law  and  will 
not  be  allowed  under  any  circumstances  whatever.  Commanding 
generals  and  inspecting  officers  will  promptly  report  to  this  office  any 
violation  of  this  order. 

m.  Prisoners  captured  south  of  Bichmond  will  be  sent  direct  to 
Anderson ville,  Sumter  County,  Ga. 

IV.  Special  agents  to  make  purchases  or  secure  shipment  of  supplies 
will  not  be  sent  to  any  foreign  port  except  in  cases  of  most  urgent 
necessity,  of  which  necessity  report  will  be  made  immediately  to  the 
Secretary  of  War.  All  purchases  will  be  made  by  agents  under  orders 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  by  officers  charged  with  the  export  and 
importation  of  cotton  and  purchase  of  foreign  supplies,  or  by  officers 
or  agents  acting  under  express  authority  from  the  general  cdmmand- 
ing  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

V.  All  horses  impressed  by  the  Government  sold  or  in  any  manner 
assigned  to  officei-s  will  be  immediately  restored  to  the  Quartermaster's 
Department,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  public  service  as  contemplated 
by  law.  Such  sales  and  assignments  by  order  of  a  commanding  gen- 
eral are  prohibited  and  will  not  be  sanctioned. 

VI.  Every  officer  hereafter  appearing  in  behalf  of  a  prisoner  on  trial 
before  a  military  court  or  court-martial  will  do  so  only  upon  the  con- 
dition and  understanding  that  he  is  under  a  pledge  of  honor  that  he 
has  not  and  will  not  receive  compensation  therefor. 

VII.  The  Bureau  of  Conscription  will  proceed  at  once  to  organize 
into  companies  and  cause  to  be  mustered  into  service  the  reserve  forces 
in  the  several  States  enrolled  in  pursuance  of  General  Orders,  No.  33, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Generars  Office,  current  series.  For  this 
purpose  district  enrolling  officers  are  authorized  to  act  as  mustering 
and  inspecting  officers.  They  will  superintend  the  election  of  company 
officers,  and  forward  the  muster-rolls  certified  by  them,  with  the  cer- 
tificates of  election,  to  the  commandant  of  conscripts  for  the  State  in 
which  such  companies  may  be  organized,  to  be  by  him  turned  over  to 
the  general  commanding  the  reserve  forces. 

VIII.  Upon  receiving  the  muster-rolls  the  general  commanding  the 
reserve  forces  will  issue  orders  placing  in  commission  and  upon  duty 
the  officers  named  in  the  certificates,  if  competent;  and,  reserving 
copies,  will  forward  the  original  rolls,  with  certified  copies  of  their 
orders  inclosed,  to  this  Bureau  for  file.  If  there  be  reason  to  doubt 
the  competency  of  an  officer  elect,  his  qualifications  and  fitness  for 
commission  wiU.  be  inquired  into  and  reported  upon  by  a  boaicl  to  be 
convened  by  the  general  commanding,  in  accordance  with  Greneral 
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Orders,  No.  39,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Greneral's  Office,  series  of 

1862. 

IX.  Elach  company  of  infantry  must  consist  of  at  least  sixty-four 
privates;  of  cavalry,  sixty  privates;  of  artillery,  eighty-four  privates. 
The  muster  into  servim  of  new  comxmniee  in  the  reserve  forces  having 
a  less  number  of  privates  is  positively  prohibited. 

X.  Paragraph  XYII,  General  Oders,  No.  42,  current  series,  is  thus 
amended : 

The  tobacco  ration  issued  to  enlisted  men  will  be  one  pound  per 
month. 
By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
A^iUant  and  iTispector  General, 


BiCHHOND,  Va.,  May  2^  IS64. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  On  the  26th  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  address  the  Honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  asking  his  construction  of  the  thirteenth 
regulation.    My  letter  is  returned  with  the  following  indorsement: 
*•«**«• 

When  cotton  is  deUvered  by  the  Oovemment  to  a  vessel  for  fre^fht  or  sappliee 
upon  a  contract  approved  by  the  Treasnry  Department,  the  whole  qnanti^  can 
be  shipjied  withoat  hindrance,  and  the  Government  only  claims  one-half  the 
remoinmg  tonnage. 

I  have  not  understood  that  contracts  for  supplies  and  munitions  of 
war  would  require  any  other  approval  than  yours,  and  I  have  sup- 
posed that  such  cotton  as  the  War  Department  might  pay  for  impor- 
tations, or  freight  upon  the  same,  would  become  entitled  to  the 
privilege  of  the  thirteenth  regulation  upon  the  certificate  of  the  agent 
of  the  War  Department  at  the  port  of  entry  that  it  had  been  so  paid. 
The  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  indorsement  seems  to 
convey  a  different  impression,  and  I  have  the  honor,  therefore,  to 
request  specific  instructions  upon  these  points.  In  this  connection  I 
beg  to  invite  your  attention  to  a  question  of  some  importance  which 
it  would  be  well  to  decide  distinctly  at  once.  From  what  appropria- 
tion will  the  cotton  needed  to  pay  for  importations  and  freight  on 
same  be  purchased  ?  Will  the  importations  and  the  freight  be  paid 
for  out  of  the  $20,000,000  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  making 
"  purchases  of  cotton,  naval  stores,  and  other  produce,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President,  to  meet  the  engagements  of  the  Grovern- 
ment  and  to  purchase  necessary  army,  navy,  and  other  supplies?" 
Or  will  each  bureau  and  department  provide  out  of  its  appropriation 
the  funds  to  purchase  cotton  to  cover  cost  of  the  importations  for  its 
account  ?  My  own  opinion  is  that  the  first  view  is  the  correct  one. 
The  second  would  entail  upon  the  agents  of  the  War  Department  the 
very  complications  it  has  been  so  long  the  object  to  get  rid  of.  Every 
bureau  and  department  would  have  a  cotton  account,  and  it  would  be 
difficult,  if  not  imxtossible,  to  bring  forward  to  the  ports  the  propor- 
tions needed  by  the  several  bureaus  and  departments.  The  plan 
proposed  is  to  have  at  each  port  one  stock  of  cotton  and  one  disburs- 
ing agent,  who  would  pay  for  such  importations  and  freights  as  were 
chargeable  to  any  department  of  the  Government.  It  is  the  simplest 
and  best,  and,  as  it  seems  to  me,  the  one  contemplated  by  the  language 
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of  the  $20,000,000  appropriation,  as  well  as  by  the  "  regalations  for 
the  purchase,  transportation,  and  shipment  abroad  of  tobacco,  cotton, 
&Q."  established  by  yonrself  and  the  Honorable  Secretaries  of  the 
Navy  and  the  Treasury,  and  approved  by  the  President,  for,  mani- 
festly, if  you  had  not  so  thought,  the  seventh  regulation,  which  pro- 
vides for  the  transfer  to  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  cotton,  Ac, 
now  owned  by  the  various  departments,  would  have  been  omitted, 
inasmnch  as  sach  departments  would  have  to  make  other  parchases 
to  pay  for  importationa  and  freights. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant-, 

THOS.  L.  BAYNE 

lAeiUenant- Colonel. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmondy  Fd.,  May  S,  I864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb: 

Genebal:  I  have  regretted  being  unable  sooner  to  reply  to  the 
inquiries  of  your  letter  to  General  Cooper  on  the  subject  of  local 
reserves,  but  hope  that  no  inconvenience  has  resulted,  as  I  had  full 
conference  with  Colonel  Browne,  of  the  President's  etaflf,  before  his 
departure  to  superintend  conscription  in  Georgia,  and  requested  him 
lo  confer  with  you  and  explain  fully  the  views  of  the  Department. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  before  the  expiration  of  the  thirty  days 
after  notice  allowed  by  the  law  organizations  may  bo  formed  by  vol- 
uuteering  under  the  Jaw,  and  that  such  should  be  received  with  the 
officers  elected  by  the  men.  Upon  the  expiration  of  the  thirty  days 
tlie  men  enrolled  (being  called  together  in  each  coxinty  01  more  con- 
venient divisions)  will  be  arranged  into  companies  and  allowed  to 
elect  their  officers,  and  then  turned  over  to  you  for  organization.  I 
would  have  preferred  to  have  the  men  simply  enrolled  and  turned 
over  to  you,  but  I  did  not  see  how,  without  a  double  set  of  officers, 
the  agencies  of  the  Conscript  Bureau  could  well  be  dispensed  with  in 
the  arrangement  into  companies  and  the  preliminary  stops  to  organi- 
sation. Further  than  may  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  organiza- 
tion, I  do  not  deem  it  desirable  to  have  these  local  n^serves  either 
placed  or  kept  in  camps.  My  own  conviction  of  policy  is  very  decided 
that  the  men  of  the  reserves  should  be  as  little  taken  from  their  homes 
and  avocations  as  possible,  and  should  only  be  called  into  service  in 
great  emergencies  or  to  repel  raids.  This  opinion  is  likewise  enter- 
tained by  the  President  in  somewhat  less  degree,  and  he  may  be  dis- 
posed to  call  them  into  service  somewhat  more  freely. 

The  general  rule,  however,  will  undoubtedly  be  retention  at  home. 
The  possibility  of  doing  this  and  yet  holding  the  men  organized  and 
ready  for  service  just  as  quick  and  for  as  brief  a  period  as  may  be 
necessary,  constitutes  the  great  advantage  of  this  organization  over 
that  of  militia  or  State  forces. 

I  will  endeavor  to  secure  as  large  a  measure  of  exemption  from 
active  service  as  may  be  at  all  consistent  with  defense.  Some  few 
companies  or  regiments  may  constitute  an  exception,  as  some  of  the 
local  forces  will  be  required  for  guards  in  towns  and  at  bridges  or 
prisons,  and  I  think  some  of  the  organizations  already  formed  as  spe- 
cial service  ones  (whicli  contemplated  something  like  general  employ- 
ment) should  be  selected,  or  some  should  be  formed  specially  of 
material  most  easily  to  be  spared,  with  a  view  to  these  kinds  of 
service. 
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In  the  selection  of  officers  men  in  active  service  cannot  be  chosen 
from  the  field  even  for  promotion  except  under  the  liability  of  having 
their  acceptance  approved  by  the  saxierior  oflicers,  and,  indeed,  I  do 
not  think  it  advisable  attention  should  be  called  to  the  selection  of 

such,  as  the  refusal  of  the  superiors  in  the  field  is  the  most  probable, 
and  the  officers  thus  precluded  would  be  apt  to  feel  aggrieved. 

Many  very  efficient  officers  may  be  obtained  from  the  invalided 
and  retired  class  or  from  those  by  various  circumstances  thrown  out 
of  active  service,  and  it  is  very  desirable  the  selection  should  be  from 
them.  The  companies  heretofore  formed  for  special  service  should  be 
required  to  conform  their  engagements  to  service  in  the  State,  and 
then  be  retained  as  reserves.  If  they  do  not  consent  they  can,  when- 
ever desirable,  be  disbanded  and  the  material  organized  into  com- 
panies of  the  reserves.  They  will  probably  prefer  generally  to  maintain 
these  organizations  and  will  readily  conform. 

Yon  will  exercise  your  discretion  as  to  the  various  branches  of  the 
service  into  which  you  will  throw  the  reserves.  There  should  un- 
doubtedly be  some  cavalry  and  artillery,  but  the  proportion  and  the 
localities  where  to  be  raised  or  stationed  are  for  your  judgment. 
Every  effort  will  be  made  to  properly  arm  and  equip  the  reserve 
forces,  and  requisitions  should  be  made  by  you  or  the  proper  bureau 
as  for  armies  in  the  field.  Of  course,  with  our  limited  resources,  those 
organizations  most  likely  to  be  called  on  from  the  exposure  of  the 
localities,  and  those  reputed  to  be  kept  most  constantly  in  service, 
will  be  prepared  and  first  supplied.  In  regard  to  the  care  of  the 
arms,  I  had  supptraed  they  might  be  safely  intrusted  to  the  possession 
of  the  men;  but  if  you  think  otherwise,  and  that  they  had  better  be 
kept  stored  in  convenient  depots,  you  will  adopt  that  course. 

Quartermasters,  sut^eons,  &c.,  should,  as  far  as  practicable,  be 
found  among  the  men  of  the  reserves,  and  should  hold  office  and 
receive  compensation  as  the  men  wlien  in  service.  Some  few  mi^ht 
be  necessary  for  more  permanent  service,  and  should  be  so  appointed. 

In  relation  to  brigadiers,  (Jeneral  Jackson  will  probably  be  assigned 
you,  and  Colonel  Gartrell  appointed  as  soon  as  his  brigade  is  organ- 
ized. The  President  conceives  he  cannot  properly  appoint  before 
such  organization.  The  same  rule  will  be  followed  should  other 
brigadiers  be  required. 

I  believe  I  have  covered  all  the  points  of  your  letter.  I  did  not 
answer  fully  your  last  letter,  because  I  had  explained  my  views  in 
reference  to  the  policy  of  pursuing  the  conscript  system  rather  than 
relying  on  volunteering,  and  I  had  no  satisfaction  in  recurring  to  a 
subje^  when  I  had  the  misfortune  to  dissent  from  one  in  whose  judg- 
ment I  habitually  placed  great  reliance. 

With  my  best  wishes,  most  cordially  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Executive  Departuent, 

MiUedgeviUe,  Ga.y  May  IS64. 

Brig.  Gen.  Geoboe  T.  Andebson: 

Sir:  I  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th 
ultimo,*  accompanied  by  the  resolutions  which  purport  to  have  been 
"almost  unanimously  adopted"  by  the  men  composing  your  brigade, 

*Mot  fonnd. 
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oondemning  my  action  in  convening  the  Legislature  in  extra  session, 
and  denouncing  my  message  and  the  action  of  the  Le^latnre  as 
"unwise  and  unpatriotic"  and  intended  to  "subserve  partisan  inters 
ests."  The  preamble  also  speaks  of  the  willingness  of  those  whom 
you  denounce)  to  sacrifice  everything  to  self-aggrandizement  and 
personal  ambition  "  and  of  **  prostituting  the  dignity  of  high  oflBce  to 
the  accomplishment  of  unholy  ends." 

Those  who  deal  thus  with  the  actions  and  motives  of  others  should 
be  prompted  only  by  the  most  lofty  patriotism  and  the  purest  motives, 
and  should  themselves  be  above  suspicion  of  '*  personal  ambition  for 
self-aggrandizement "  or  of  a  desire  to  "subserve  partisan  interests." 

How  will  the  motives  and  acts  of  those  who  were  the  originators 
and  managers  of  this  meeting,  and  who  covered  the  President  with 
laudation  so  fulsome  as  to  be  offensive  to  modest  merit,  while  they 
denounced  the  acts  and  impugned  the  motives  of  the  Governor  and 
Legislature  of  tiieir  own  State,  stand  l^e  test  of  the  just  rule  above 
mentioned  ? 

If  I  mistake  not,  the  name  of  the  chairman  of  the  meeting,  who  is  a 
brigadier-general,  has  been  mentioned  by  his  friends  for  promotion  to 
the  position  of  major-general.  Neither  the  Governor  nor  the  Legisla- 
tive of  his  State  has  any  power  under  the  acts  of  Congress  to  grant 
the  promotion.    It  can  come  from  the  President  alone. 

The  secretary  of  the  meeting,  himself  a  lieutenant-colonel,  can  be 
made  colonel  only  at  the  will  of  the  President.  The  orator  of  the 
occasion,  now  a  captain,  cannot  expect  promotion  from  the  State 
authorities.  The  same  may  probably  be  said  of  most  of  the  others 
who  were  prominent  in  this  meeting.  While  I  do  not  charge  upon 
them  a  desire  to  "accomplish  unholy  ends"  for  "self-aggrandize- 
ment," I  must  leave  it  to  others  to  say  whether  the  judgment  of  con- 
demnation pronounced  by  them  was  entirely  unbiased  by  personal 
ambition  and  a  desire  for  self -promotion.  I  apprehend  the  way-worn 
private  soldier  upon  his  weary  march  by  day  and  his  lonely  watch  by 
night,  who  serves  his  country  only  for  his  country's  good,  while  he 
meets  the  enemy  in  deadly  conflict  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  can  look 
for  no  personal  promotion  from  the  President  which  will  give  him 
high  command  or  historic  fame,  has  taken  a  more  just  and  less 
excited  view  of  this  subject. 

The  helpless  families,  so  dear  to  many  of  the  gallant  men  whom  yon 
command,  as  well  as  of  thousands  of  other  brave  sons  of  Georgia  now 
in  military  service,  were  dependent  upon  the  action  of  the  Governor 
and  legislature  of  your  State  for  bread. 

The  act  of  Congress  which  you  so  highly  approved  bad  depreciated 
the  Confederate  cnrren<^  in  the  treasury  of  the  State  till  it  wonld  no 
longer  purchase  the  bread  which  they  must  have  or  they  must  die 
of  hunger.  In  this  condition  of  things  the  extra  session  which  you 
denounce  was  called.  The  currency  with  which  bread  can  be  pur- 
chased was  provided,  and  provision  was  made  which  it  is  hoped  will 
secure  its  transportation  to  and  save  their  lives. 

Was  this  an  "unhallowed  purpose;"  and  did  it  accomplish  an 
"unholy  end?"  I  am  willing  for  the  hardy  sons  of  toil  who  obey  your 
orders  and  whose  wives  and  little  ones  at  home  are  dear  to  them  to 
judge,  and  I  am  content  to  abide  their  decision. 

The  Governor  and  Legislature  of  your  State  whom  you  denounce 
have  appropriated  for  this  j^ear  nearly  $10,000,000  to  feed  and  clothe 
the  snfCering  wives,  and  widows,  and  orphans,  and  soldiers,  and  to 
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pat  shoes  upon  the  feet  and  clothes  upon  the  backs  of  soldiers  them- 
selves, who  are  often  destitute  and  cannot  get  supplies  from  the  Con- 
federate Government.  Is  this  an  "unholy  end"  for  which  they 
deserre  yonr  denunciation? 

But  yon  and  those  who  act  with  you  complain  of  the  resolutions 
passed  by  the  Legislature  in  response  to  my  message,  on  the  subject 
of  the  8U8i)ension  of  the  habeas  corpus,  and  those  relative  to  the  terms 
upon  which  peace  should  be  sought.  Whatever  may  be  the  opinion 
of  those  officers  who  managed  the  meeting  over  which  you  presided, 
I  venture  to  say  that  not  one  private  soldier  in  every  ten  in  your 
brigade  believes  it  is  the  right  of  Congress  to  suspend  the  privilege  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  authorize  the  President  to  arreet  the 
people  and  send  thom  in  irons  to  the  islands  or  dungeons  of  other 
States,  and  confine  them  at  his  pleasure,  and  to  deny  to  the  courts  the 
ri^t  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  imprisonment,  or  to  place  the 
case  upon  the  docket,  and  give  the  accused  the  benefit  of  the  speedy 
and  impartial  trial  guaranteed  to  him  by  the  Ck>nstitution  of  his 
country. 

This  is  not  the  coiutitntional  liberty  which  so  many  Georgians  have 
died  to  defend.  He  who  possesses  this  control  over  the  personal 
liberties  of  the  people  has  in  his  hands  the  powers  of  a  monarch,  call 
him  by  what  name  you  may. 

Again,  I  apprehend  the  private  soldiers  under  your  command,  whose 
official  promotion  and  self-importance  do  not  depend  upon  a  continu- 
ance of  the  war,  will  be  unable  to  discover  any  dishonor  in  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  General  Assembly  of  their  State  upon  the  subject  of  peace. 
The  Legislature  has  declared  that  negotiation  as  well  as  the  sword 
has  its  proper  part  to  perform  in  terminating  this  bloody  struggle. 
The  terms  of  adjustment  proposed  by  the  Legislature  are  the  identical 
terms  by  which  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Virginia,  and  the  other 
States  of  the  Confederacy  stood  the  day  that  each  seceded  from  tiie 
Union.  If  they  were  right  then,  why  are  they  wrong  now?  What 
soldier,  who  has  no  stars  and  has  no  office,  would  not  be  glad  to  see 
the  struggle  transferred  upon  these  principles  from  the  battle-field  to 
the  ballot  box,  as  proposed  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
your  State,  which  seem  to  meet  your  hearty  condem nation. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  remark  that  I  have  the  most  reliable 
information  from  your  brigade  since  the  meeting  that  what  purports 
to  be  the  almost  unanimous  action  of  those  who  compose  it,  meets  the 
sanction  of  but  a  very  smaU.  fraction  of  it.  The  resolutions  were,  as 
I  am  informed,  prepared  by  some  of  the  officers  before  the  men  were 
convened.  When  called  for  to  ratify  what  the  officers,  without  con- 
sulting them,  had  concocted,  a  comparatively  small  part  of  the  brigade 
attended,  and  of  those  present  a  smaller  part  voted,  and  of  tiiat 
small  number  i>art  voted  against  the  resolutions,  and  the  meeting 
adjourned  amid  cheers  which  resounded  through  your  camp  for  him 
whom  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  managers  of  the  meeting  to  condemn. 

All  know  the  great  advantage  which  the  officers  have  over  the  men 
in  the  management  of  an  affair  of  this  kind.  The  officers  are 
accustomed  to  command,  the  men  to  obey.  They  cannot  meet  their 
officers  on  an  equality  and  condemn  their  action,  but  it  seems  they 
can  by  spontaneous  acclamation  in  the  camps,  when  they  feel  that 
injustice  has  been  done,  testify  their  approbation  without  being 
individually  marked  by  those  who  have  the  power  over  them. 

B^ging  you  to  assure  the  men  under  your  command  that  I  shall 
continue  to  do  everything  in  my  power  to  protect  and  defend  the 
great  principles  of  constitational  and  personal  liberty  for  whieh  they 
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are  fighting,  tmd  to  clothe  and  feed  their  helpless  wives  and  little  ones 
in  their  absence,  and  to  relieve  their  own  wants  when  they  are  sttffeis 
ing  for  clothing  which  they  cannot  get  from  the  Confederacy, 
I  Hin,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  I>efarthbnt, 

Richmondy  Fa.,  May  I864. 

His  Excellency  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina^  Raleigh,  N.  C: 

Sir:  Hajor-General  Whiting  has  referred  to  this  Department  the 
correepondence  between  yourself  and  him  relative  to  the  exemption  of 
D.  L.  Russell,  under  your  claim  for  his  discharge  that  he  is  an  officer 
of  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  No  act  of  Congress  has  provided  for 
the  discharge  of  any  jwrson  belonging  to  the  Army  from  service  iu 
consequence  of  his  election  to  an  office,  either  by  the  State  or  Confed- 
erate Government,  except  the  act  of  April  2, 1863.  That  act  provides 
that  any  person  who  has  been  elected  or  appointed  since  entering 
the  military  service,  or  who  may  be  thereafter  elected  or  appointed  a 
Senator  or  Representative  in  Congress  or  in  any  State  Legislature, 
judge  of  the  circuit,  district,  or  superior  courts  of  law  or  equity  in  any 
State  of  the  Confederacy,  district  attorney,  clerk  of  any  court  of  record, 
judge  of  any  court  of  probate,  collector  of  State  taxes,  not  to  exceed 
one  for  each  county,  parish  recorder,  upon  proof  of  his  election  or 
ap{H>intment,  shall  be  permitted  to  resign  if  he  be  an  officer,  or  if  a 
non-commissioned  officer  or  private,  shall  be  discharged. 

All  the  conscription  acts  provide  for  continuing  in  the  Army  those 
who  belong  to  it,  and  the  exemption  allowed  by  the  acts  plainly 
refer  to  persons  who  are  not  in  the  Army,  but  who  are  made  liable  to 
conscription. 

The  acts  relative  to  the  exemption  of  State  officers  refer  only  to  such 
persons.  The  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  May  1, 1863,  provides  that, 
in  addition  to  the  enumerated  officers  mentioned  in  previous  acts, 
there  should  be  exempted  all  Stato  officers  whom  the  Governor  of  the 
State  may  claim  to  have  exempted  for  the  due  administration  of  the 
laws  and  government  thereof;  but  the  exemption  shall  not  continue 
in  any  State  after  the  adjournment  of  the  next  regular  session  of  ite 
L^^lature,  unless  such  Legislature  shall  by  law  exempt  them  from 
mi&tary  duty  in  the  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate  States. 

By  the  military  act  of  the  17th  of  February  last  Congress  repealed 
all  laws  exempting  persons  from  military  service,  and  provided  that 
none  should  l^  exempt  but  those  enumerated  iu  that  act.  The  ques- 
tion presented,  then,  is,  what  is  the  condition  of  Mr.  Russell  under 
this  act  ?  The  second  section  of  the  act  placed  in  the  service  those 
between  seventeen  and  fifty — all  residents  in  the  Confederate  States 
not  belonging  to  the  Army — for  the  war.  From  this  class  exemptions 
were  to  be  made.  Among  the  exemptions  are  such  State  officers  as 
the  Governor  of  any  State  might  certify  to  be  necessary  to  the  proper 
administration  of  the  State  government.  The  Department  does  not 
in  any  case  go  behind  the  certificate  of  the  Governor  of  the  Stato  to 
ascertain  whether  the  person  be  an  officer  or  whether  his  services  are 
required  for  the  administration  of  the  government.  But  the  person 
claimed  must  be  one  who  does  not  belong  to  the  Army. 

The  person  in  the  Army  is  already  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate 
States  under  the  laws  of  the  Confederacy,  and  no  power  exists  to 
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withdraw  him  from  that  service,  except  in  the  cases  provided  by  those 
laws.  This  power  has  not  been  delegated  to  tiie  State  Executive  under 
the  act  aforesaid,  or  any  other  act. 

The  facts  disclosed  by  the  papers  show  that  Russell  was  in  the  serv- 
ice at  the  date  of  the  act  of  17th  of  February,  1864,  and  held  no  office  in 
the  State  at  that  time ;  that  he  was  reduced  to  the  ranks  by  the  sentence 
of  a  court-martial,  and  under  the  Army  Regulations  became  liable  to 
service  in  the  brigade  to  which  he  belonged ;  that  subsequent  to  this 
he  procured  his  election,  and  that  upon  that  election  this  claim  was 
made  on  his  behalf  by  you.  This  question  has  been  frequently  pre- 
sented to  the  Department,  and  when  the  laws  and  regulations  have 
been  explained  the  decisions  of  the  Dex)artment  have  been  acqui- 
esced in. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  Va.,  May  ^,  I864.. 

Brig.  Gen.  Francis  T.  Nicholls, 

Lynchburg^  Va.: 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  of  April,  1864,  inquiring  whether 
officers  of  the  second-class  State  militia  organization  between  eighth 
een  and  forty-five  years  of  age  are  liable  to  conscription,  has  been 
received. 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  say  that  if  such  officers  obtain 
the  certificate  of  the  Governor  of  the  State  certifying  that  they  are 
necessary  to  the  further  administration  of  the  State  government 
according  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  17th  of  February,  1864,  and 
General  Orders,  No.  26,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 
paragraph  XI,  their  exemption  will  be  allowed;  otherwise  they  are 
liable  to  conscription.  You  will  inform  the  enrolling  officer  accord- 
ingly. 

Veiy  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 
Major  and  A^istant  A(^tUan^Oeneral. 


Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  103.        f  Richmond,  May  5,  186^. 

•  •  •  *  «  *  * 

X.  Maj.  J.  0.  Denis,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is  assigned  to  duty 

as  commandant  of  conscripts  for  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  will 

report  to  the  chief  of  Bureau  of  Conscription  for  orders. 

«  *  *  •  «  «  • 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  A^Jutant-Qeneral. 


Richmond,  May  5,  186^ 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  I  have  given  my  attention  to  the 
Yankee  deserters  from  U.  S.  Army  since  the  month  of  November  last. 
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and  I  desire  to  bring  before  yon  a  subject  [I]  deem  of  much  impor- 
twaee. 

It  is  important  to  encourage  desertion  so  far  as  it  can  be  safely 
done.  The  obstacles  in  the  way  of  this  are,  first,  the  bad  character 
and  conduct  of  these  people;  second,  the  prejudice  of  our  citizens 
against  them. 

First.  I  cannot  doubt  that  many  of  these  people  are  destitute  of 
principle,  and  of  the  worst  habits.  Many,  I  suspect,  have  been  pro- 
fessional thieves  and  burglars  at  home.  All  of  them  are  restless 
and  unwilling  to  submit  to  the  scant  fare,  the  regular  labor,  and  the 
restraints  to  which  our  people  cheerfully  submit.  The  consequence 
has  been  the  greater  part  of  those  put  out  to  work  have  deserted  their 
employer  and  are  roaming  through  the  country,  and  some  of  them 
commit  serious  depredations  on  the  persons  and  property  of  our 
people. 

Second.  The  prejudice  of  our  people  gainst  them  is  great.  Public 
opinion  has  compelled  men  who  wished  their  service  to  decline  taking 
them,  and  in  one  instance  I  was  informed  that  if  a  geatleman  In  the 
interior  of  the  State  took  a  deserter  who  might  have  been  useful  to 
lum  he  would  be  mobbed. 

To  avoid  incarceration  of  these  people  and  to  promote  desertion, 
some  new  mode  of  disposing  of  them  ought  to  be  devised.  To  this 
end  I  have  conversed  with  the  vice-consul  of  France.  At  first  he 
aeemed  reluctant  to  enter  into  any  arrangement,  but  from  a  recent 
conversation  I  entertain  hope  I  can  make  an  arrangement  with  him 
as  to  Frenchmen  and  others  willing  to  go  to  Mexico  by  which  we  may 
get  rid  of  many  of  these  people,  the  substance  of  the  arrangement 
to  be:  The  Confederate  Government  to  send  them  to  some  port  at 
which  they  may  be  sent  out  of  the  United  States;  the  men  to  be 
sent  out  at  the  expense  of  their  Gk>vemment,  and  with  such  papers  as 
the  consuls  can  furnish  them;  no  arrangement  to  take  efEect  until 
reported  to  and  sanctioned  by  you. 

If  you  approve  this  plan  I  will  proceed  to  make  such  arrangements 
as  I  can  and  report  it  to  you  for  approval. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  Ac, 


May  3, 1864. 

Bespeetfnlly  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

JNO.  H.  WINDER, 

Brigadier- Qen^rdL 


Assistant  Sbcbbtaicy: 

Mr.  Baxter  suggests  that  he  can  probably  make  arrangements  with 
the  French  consul  by  which  we  can  be  relieved  of  all  Frenchmen 
deserting  into  our  lines  from  the  Yankee  Army.  The  scheme  sug- 
gested is  for  the  Confederate  Government  to  send  to  some  port  and 
the  French  Government  to  furnish  means  of  transportation  out  of  the 
oonutry.  He  asks  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  to  prosecute  his 
negotiation  with  the  French  consul,  any  arrangement,  however,  to 
be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War  before  it  is  com- 
plete. It  is  undoubtedly  very  desirable  to  encourage  desertion  in 
the  Federal  Army,  and  if  we  can,  in  the  mode  suggested,  be  relieved 
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of  the  delicate  question  of  policy  as  to  their  treatment,  it  will  be  veiy 
desirable.  This  question  is  one  of  great  difficulty  and  continual 
enil»mrassment. 

B.  R.  W.,  Jr. 

[TUid  indoraemsnt.] 

May  5, 1864. 

Assistant  Sbcretaby: 

Sach  negotiations  may  be  carried  on,  to  be  finally  submitted  when 
furanged.    It  will  relieve  an  embarrassment. 

J.  A.  S., 

Secretary. 

[Fomth  indonoBWDt.] 

May  6, 1864. 

Referred  to  S.  S.  Baxter. 

By  order:  J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Assisixmi  Secretary  of  War. 


Circular)  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

No.  20.   j  Richmond^  Fa.,  May  IS64. 

I.  The  following  extract  from  General  Orders,  No.  46,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  GrenerHPs  Office,  current  series,  is  hereby  made  a  part  of 
tius  circular :  * 

II.  In  the  organization  of  the  reserves  the  officers  to  be  elected 
must  be  ch<^n  from  the  class  of  reserves.  No  departure  from  this 
rule  will  be  allowed.  No  person  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
forty-five  is  eligible  to  an  office  in  this  corps. 

III.  Enrolling  officers  will  carefully  exclude  from  the  Reserve  Corps 
persons  who  are  not  clearly  proved  to  be  within  the  ages  of  seventeen 
and  eighteen  and  forty-flve  and  fifty  years. 

IV.  Applications  in  cases  of  special  merit  for  the  admission  of 
persons  as  privates,  who  have  been  exempted  on  other  than  State 
exemptions  or  for  State  service,  may  be  considered  and  referred  to 
this  Bureau ;  but  all  such  as  may  be  admitted  will,  when  the  cause  of 
exemption  ceases,  be  liable  to  transfer  to  the  general  service. 

V.  All  exemptions  are  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government,  and 
the  duties  of  exempts  are  defined  by  the  causes  for  which  the  exemp- 
tions are  granted.  To  these  duties  they  must  be  held  as  rigidly  as 
they  would  be  to  the  proper  duties  if  serving  in  the  field.  The  policy 
of  the  Government  is  that  every  man  between  the  ages  of  seventeen 
and  fifty  shall  perform  service  which  tends  to  the  military  strength 
of  the  country,  and  the  sj'^stem  of  exemptions  and  details  is  intended 
to  prescribe  and  define  certain  modes  of  doing  this  service  and  the 
persons  allotted  to  it. 

VI.  As  soon  as  the  company  organizations  are  completed,  and  the 
rolls  turned  over  to  the  generals  assigned  to  command  the  reserves, 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  Bureau  ceases  over  that  class  of  forces.  All 
applications  for  renewals  of  details,  or  any  other  proceedings  concern- 
ing the  reserves,  must  be  made  direct  to  the  generals  commanding. 
It  is  understood  that  after  the  company  organizations  are  complete 
the  generals  commanding  entirely  supers^e  the  authorities  of  con- 
scription, so  far  as  this  class  is  concerned. 

By  order  of  Col.  John  S.  Preston,  superintendent: 

0.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
Assistant  A^iUant-Chneral. 

'BeepameraphsVII,  Vm,  IX  (here  omitted), p. 869,870. 
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Mat  4,  1864. 

The  following  report  on  snbsistenoe  is  respeetful^  snbrnitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  War: 
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From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  an  excess  on  hand  this  year 
of  cattle  and  a  decrease  in  bacon. 

There  is  also  a  very  considerable  amonnt  secured  by  the  tax  in 
kind;  how  mnoh  cannot  be  stated  in  the  absence  of  reports  from  the 
tax-in-kind  bureau,  which  could  not  have  been  expected  to  report 
so  soon  after  the  time  at  which  the  meat  became  due  under  the  law, 
bat  it  is  believed  that  the  number  of  jwunda,  if  the  meat  can  be  col- 
lected in  ^>od  condition  and  properly  taken  care  of,  will  be  sufficient 
to  t«ke  the  troops  well  on  into  the  summer,  and,  with  the  addition  of 
the  supplies  now  reported  on  hand  and  those  that  are  believed  to  be 
at  Bermuda  and  Nassau  (if  the  two  last  shall  be  in  good  condition), 
there  will  be  enough  to  last  them  until  the  fall  of  the  year. 

But  it  is  feared  that  the  condition  of  much  of  the  meat  will  not  be 
good.  Some  of  that  at  Bermuda  has  been  lying  in  that  climate  nearly 
one  year  for  want  of  transportation.  The  tithe  meat  has  been  much 
of  it  paid  in  as  soon  as  due  by  parties  who  wished  to  save  the  loss 
that  would  result  from  keeping  it  longer.  A  great  deal  of  meat  so 
paid  is  understood  to  be  imperfectly  salted  and  smoked  and  to  be 
accnmulating  at  points  in  the  interior  where  it  cannot  be  properly 
taken  care  of  and  whence  it  cannot  be  removed,  at  least  with  sufS- 
cient  dispatch,  for  want  of  transxH>rtation.  How  far  these  causes  may 
operate  to  cut  short  the  supply  cannot  be  estimated. 

Under  the  comparative  scarcity  of  subsistence  the  Army  has  been 
reduced,  as  is  known,  to  much  less  than  what  is  called  the  regulation 
rations,  but  it  is  believed  with  much  less  discomfort  or  suffering  to 
the  troops  than  was  anticipated,  with  but  little  dissatisfaction  on 
their  part,  and,  it  is  hoped,  with  a  better  effect  on  their  health  than 
was  produced  by  the  wasteful  issue  of  full  rations.  The  vegetables 
issued  have  been  mainly  rice  and  peas.  These  were  all  that  could  be 
had.  Efforts  were  made  to  engage  cabbages,  at  least  to  the  extent  of 
hospital  supply;  bnt  the  nneertainty  of  army  movements  and  hospi- 
tal necessities,  the  newness  of  that  sort  of  culture  to  onr  people,  and, 
more  than  all,  the  state  of  the  currency  indisposed  people  to  make 
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contracts,  even  on  a  comparatively  small  scale.  To  furnish  such 
things  to  the  whole  Army  is  obvionsfy  impossible.  Potatoes,  both 
sweet  and  Irish,  have  been  issaed  to  hospitals  and  troops  as  far  as 
obtained;  but  it  would  have  been  unsafe  to  make  large  purchases  of 

them,  even  if  to  be  had,  for  army  consumption.  To  say  nothing  of  loss 
by  freezing  in  transitu  during  the  delays  of  transportation,  the  inces- 
sant efforts  and  appeals  of  this  Bureau  have  never  enabled  it  to 
engage  transportation  enough  to  meet  the  supply  of  essentials  to  sub- 
sistence and  to  accumulate  the  most  meager  reserves.  Indeed,  but 
for  the  seasonable  purchase  of  coifee,  wherewith  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency of  meat,  serious  evils  would  have  resulted  from  want  of  neces- 
sary food,  which,  though  procured,  could  not  be  distributed  for  want 
of  transportation. 

The  Bureau  still  looks  forward  to  the  importation  of  supplies — first, 
of  meat,  and  next,  of  other  articles,  even  to  breadstnffs — from  beyond 
our  lines,  as  the  cheapest  and  safest  reliance  for  feeding  the  Army. 
True  commercial  principles,  not  less  than  sound  policy,  would  seem 
to  recommend  that  whenever  and  wherever  cotton,  worth  abroad  six 
times  as  much  as  gold  and  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  times  as 
mxich  as  Confederate  currency,  can  be  exchanged  for  any  article  the 
Government  needs,  that  the  occasion  for  exchange  should  be  embraced 
with  alacrity,  not  only  as  affording  subsistence  to  the  Army  and  relief 
to  the  currency,  but  as  relief  to  our  people. 

This  has  been  the  uniform  view  of  this  Bureau.  Very  early  it 
favored  the  appointment  of  a  commercial  agent  abroad,  who  should 
be  enabled  to  furnish  all  the  wants  of  the  Government,  its  own 
included,  as  they  might  be  developed.  But  this,  it  is  understood,  was 
discountenanced  by  the  Government  on  the  ground  that  private  enter- 
prise was  a  better  reliance  than  Government  efforts.  It  adopted  Mid 
urged  the  acceptance  of  the  first  propositions  made  for  trade  beyond 
the  Mississippi  and  through  the  blockade,  and  has  done  so  persist- 
ently  ever  since.  Its  efforts  have  sometimes  been  disapproved  of  and 
at  others  sometimes  foiled  by  failures  in  obtaining  ocean  transporta- 
tion. That  more  active  erforts  would  have  been  abortive  is  proved  by 
the  ill-success  that  has  attended  the  later  enterprises  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  if  attempted  by  this  Bureau  could  only  have  resulted  in  an 
accumulation  of  supplies  to  a  greater  extent  than  those  now  at  the 
islands,  and  a  still  greater  loss  than  attends  their  delay  at  those  points 
for  want  of  steam  transportation  hither. 

RespectfuUy  submitted.  L.  B.  NORTHROP, 

C&mmissary-ChneraL 


EXECUTTVE  DEPARTUBNT, 

TaUahassee,  May  6,  I864. 

His  Excellency  Jepfkbson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States  : 
Sir:  The  inclosed  copies*  of  a  correspondence  between  His  Excel- 
lency Governor  Brown,  of  Georgia,  and  myself  are  respectfully  [sub- 
mitted] to  your  consideration,  because  I  think  it  probable  the  effort 
proposed  by  him  to  infiuence  the  action  of  Congress  upon  tiie  subject 
may  be  made,  and  my  judgment  disapproves  of  It  entirely. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfnlly, 

JOHN  MILTON, 

Governor  of  Florida. 


*17ot  found  as  incloenreB,  bat  see  ^Iton  to  Brown,  April  14,  p.  80S. 
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[Tint  iodorHmMit.1 

Returned  by  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

B.  N.  H. 

[Second  iDdoraemoot.] 

Prepare  letter  of  acknowledgment,  and  thank  for  sentiments  in 
support  of  general  cause  and  interests. 

J.  D. 


Executive  Department, 

MtSedgevUky  May  6,  I864. 

H«j.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb, 

CommaTiding,  &c.: 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  2l8t  ultimo,  which  bears  110  postmark,  was 
laid  upon  my  table  since  my  return  from  Atlanta. 

I  regret  to  see  that  you  seem  to  have  fallen  into  the  error,  now  so 
common  among  Confederate  officers,  that  the  States  derive  their 
powers,  and  the  people  of  the  States  their  rights  and  privileges,  from 
the  will  of  Congress;  when  in  fact  Congress  and  the  Confederate 
Qovemment  derive  all  the  powers  they  possess  from  the  delegation  of 
the  respective  States. 

Tou  say: 

I  am  aware  that  the  L^ialatore  at  its  late  session  resolved  that  "  all  civil  and 
military  officers     this  State  shall  be  exempt. " 

To  this,  however,  I  wonld  respectfully  re^ly  that  the  act  of  Congress  did  not 
sabmit  this  qaestion  to  the  respective  Ijeguuaturea,  bnt  to  the  respective  Gov- 
ernors ;  and  linsist  that  the  L^islatore  could  not  reqnire  the  Gkivemor  to  give  a 
certificate  that  ^  the  civil  and  military  officers  of  the  State  are  necessary  for  the 
proper  admimstration  of  the  State  government,  if,  in  point  of  fact,  he  did  not 
believe  that  such  was  the  case.  They  had  no  right,  eitn^  legal  or  moral,  to  tax 
yooT  conscience  with  a  oolifioate  which  the  lawB  of  the  coontary  had  sabmitted 
to  year  decision. 

Now,  the  fundamental  error  into  which  you  have  fallen  is  in  assum- 
ing that  Congress,  and  not  the  State  T^egislatures,  have  jurisdiction 
over  State  officers,  and  that  the  acts  of  Congress,  when  in  conflict 
with  the  Constitution,  are  t^e  *'laws  of  the  country." 

The  State  L^slatare  has  declared  that  all  civil  and  military  officers 
of  the  State  shall  be  exempt.  Congress  has  declared  that  such  State 
officers  as  the  Grovemors  of  the  respective  States  may  certify  to  be 
necessary  for  the  proper  administration  of  the  State  government  are 
exempt.  Now,  if  I  understand  your  position,  it  is  this,  that  Congress 
has  the  jurisdiction  overthis  subject-matter,  and  is  tlie  higher  power; 
and  as  Congress  has  referred  this  question  to  the  Governor,  you  hold 
that  if  he  should  differ  from  the  Legislature,  and  should  believe  that 
part  only  of  the  State  officers  should  be  exempt,  he  may,  by  virtue  of 
the  authority  conferred  upon  him  by  Congress,  set  aside  the  act  of 
the  Legislature,  and  protect  only  part  of  the  State  officers,  when  the 
L^islatare  has  said  he  shall  protect  them  all. 

If  Congress  has  the  constitutional  power  to  conscribe  the  officers  of 
the  States,  you  are  right,  as  Congress  in  that  case  would  also  have 
the  power  to  exempt  such  as  it  might  think  proper.  Having  the  sole 
jnrisdiction  over  the  question,  it  might  exempt  such  as  the  Governor 
shonld  select,  and  independently  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  con- 
scribe  all  the  balance.  If  on  the  other  hand  Congress  has  no  power 
to  conscribe  the  State  officers  and  the  States  alone  have  jurisdiction 
over  their  own  officers,  Congress  cannot  confer  upon  the  Grovemor 
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the  power  to  torn  over  toconBoriptiozt  State  officers  while  in  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  duty,  in  the  teeth  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
declaring  that  they  shall  be  exempt. 

The  whole  question  in  dispute  thus  seems  to  turn  upon  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Congress  over  the  State  officers,  and  I  beg  leave  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  supreme  court  of  your  own  State  has 
decided  it  against  you  in  the  very  case  in  which  they  held  that  Con- 
gress has  power  to  conscribe  "the  population  of  the  States."  The 
court  uses  this  language: 

We  have  said  that  "  the  power  to  raise  armies"  is  tmlimited  as  to  the  nse  of 
means.  We  have  not  said  that  it  is  nnlimited  as  to  the  snbiects  upon  whom  it 
may  operate.  There  are  certain  first  principles  which  tmderlie  all  govermnents 
and  all  organized  society,  the  violation  of  which  the  framers  of  governments 
are  not  supposed  to  intend,  and  the  attempted  violation  of  which  will  always  be 
arrested. 

Again  they  say: 

The  GoT^mment  of  the  Confederate  States  was  fonned  by  the  sovereign  people 
of  the  respective  States  for  specific,  w^-defined  purposes ;  but  they  retained  lor 
other  purposes  equally  well  defined  their  several  pre-existing  governments. 

To  enaWe  it  to  accomplish  one  of  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  instituted,  we 
say  they  granted  it  mmmited  power  in  the  nse  of  means  to  raise  armies  from 
their  population.  But  if  ever  that  Gtovemment  shall  apply  those  means  to  the 
enrolltaent  of  the  ofiftcers  and  agents  bv  whom  the  State  govenmients  are  operated 
and  without  whose  agenc;^  their  maofamery  must  stop,  it  will  manifestlytranscend 
its  limit  by  violating  the  mtention  of  those  who  conferred  the  power. 

Congress,  therefore,  having  no  jurisdiction  over  the  officers  of  the 
States  and  no  power  to  enroll  them  by  a  former  act,  referred  the  ques- 
tion to  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  States  to  say  what  officers 
they  claimed  as  exempt.  The  Legislature  of  this  State  in  response 
said  it  claimed  all  the  civil  and  military  officers  of  the  State. 

By  a  subsequent  act  Congress  referred  the  question  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, but  it  is  very  clear  that  both  Congress  and  the  Governor  are 
bound  by  the  action  of  the  Legislature  upon  this  subject-matter,  as  it 
alone,  subject  only  to  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  State  constitu- 
tion, has  jurisdiction  over  it,  to  determine  what  officers  are  necessary 
to  prevent  the  machinery  of  the  State  government  from  stopping. 

If  Congress  had  passed  an  act  declaring  the  State  officers  subject  to 
enrollment  it  would  have  been  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  and 
void;  and  our  own  supreme  court  have  in  effect  pledged  themselves 
that  they  would  so  declare  it   Their  language  on  this  point  is: 

In  the  population  of  the  States  there  is  ample  scope  and  verge  for  the  exercise 
of  the  power  in  question  without  invading  the  departments  of  the  State  govern- 
ment. So  far  the  Congress  has  recognized  the  limit  here  pointed  out  by  an  act 
of  exemption  directory  of  their  enrolling  officers.  We  have  said  that  they  may 
be  safely  trusted  for  its  observance,  and  we  now  add  that,  in  our  opinion,  if  ever 
regardless  of  it,  the  judicial  interposition  songht  and  reused  in  tnis  case  might 
properly  be  invoked. 

In  my  address  to  which  you  refer,  after  referring  to  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress and  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature,  I  have  said: 

In  conformity  to  the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  I  have  certified  to  the 
President  that  1  claim  as  exempt  all  civil  and  military  officers  of  this  State. 

Their  exemption  is  not  claimed  by  the  State  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress nor  accepted  as  matter  of  grace  or  favor  from  Congress ;  nor 
does  the  certificate  so  state.  It  is  claimed  as  matter  of  reserved  right 
under  the  Constitution  and  by  virtue  of  the  resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  independently  of  any  legislation  which  Congress 
has  or  can  enact. 
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In  speaking  of  the  resolutions  you  are  pleased  to  say  that  you  feel 
quite  snre,  from  your  knowledge  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature, 
that  they  did  not  contemplate  such  a  result  from  their  action  as  it  now 
appears  is  likely  to  follow.  By  this  I  presume  I  am  to  understand  that 
when  the  members  voted  for  a  resolution  to  exempt  all  civil  and  mil- 
itary officers  they  did  not  understand  the  meaning  of  the  language 
they  used,  and  when  they  said  all  they  only  meant  part. 

I  dismiss  this  part  of  yoar  letter  with  the  single  remark  that  from 
a  tolerably  intimate  acquaintance  with  most  of  [the!  members  I  am 
happy  to  be  able  to  assure  you  that  I  entertain  a  very  different  opinion 
of  their  capacity,  and  think  you  have  done  them  injustice  by  greatly 
underrating  their  intelligence. 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  adding  to  our  armies  all  the 
men  who  can  be  spared  without  so  crippling  our  agricultural  and 
mechanical  interests  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  us  to  support  the 
armies  in  the  field  and  the  women  and  children  at  home.  I  have  never 
failed  to  do  my  part  in  this  particular.  Prior  to  the  extension  of  con- 
scription from  seventeen  to  fifty  the  President  never  made  a  requisi- 
tion upon  me  for  troops  that  I  did  not  fill.  To  his  last  call  I  responded 
with  more  than  double  the  number  required. 

Yon  will  doubtless  agree  with  me  that  it  is  quite  as  important  that 
the  armies  be  clothed  and  fed  and  the  helpless  wives  and  children  of 
the  soldiers  be  supported  as  it  is  that  we  keep  armies  in  the  field,  and 
that  the  conscription  of  so  large  a  number  as  to  leave  no  means  of 
support  at  home  would  be  as  fatal  an  error  as  we  could  possibly  com- 
mit. With  200,000  or  250,000  brave  men  in  the  field  well  fed  and  com- 
fortably clad,  and  their  families  at  home  well  supported,  with  all  the 
advantages  we  have  as  the  invaded  party,  we  are  in  no  danger  of 
subjugation.  With  600,000  men  in  the  field  destitute  of  food  and 
clothing  and  their  families  at  home  naked  and  starving,  we  would  be 
weak  indeed,  as  our  armies  so  situated  must  soon  disband  and  we 
would  be  ruined.  In  your  zeal  to  increase  your  command  it  is  possible 
you  may  carry  conscription  to  an  extent  that  will  so  seriously  cripple 
the  f^cultural  and  mechanical  interests  of  the  State  as  to  prevent 
the  production  of  the  necessary  supplies  another  year,  and  thus  ruin 
the  cause  you  attempt  to  serve.  As  so  mn<^  depends  upon  your 
orders  whether  bread  shall  be  made  in  this  State  for  another  year,  I 
b^  to  remind  you  of  your  duty  to  grant  the  most  liberal  details  to 
farmers  and  other  laboring  men.  When  no  immediate  assault  is 
expected  by  the  enemy  both  common  sense  and  patriotism  dictate  that 
the  reserves  should  not  be  kept  in  camp,  but  that  they  should  be 
detailed  and  sent  home  to  labor  in  their  fields  and  shops,  to  produce 
supplies  to  sustain  their  own  families  and  the  families  of  those  who 
are  absent  in  other  States  defending  our  rights. 

If  the  policy  adopted  last  fall  with  the  pertioii  of  the  Home  Guards 
called  into  the  field  under  your  command  is  adopted  with  those  now 
called  out,  and  they  are  kept  in  camp  away  from  their  agricultural 
pursuits  when  there  is  no  immediate  use  for  their  services,  the  most 
deplorable  results  must  follow.  You  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  fact 
that  after  all  the  efforts  the  State  authorities  can  make  there  is  great 
danger  that  many  soldiers'  families  will  suffer  this  summer  for  bread, 
and  that  if  there  is  enough  in  this  State  there  is  certainly  no  surplus. 
If  this  is  so  when  all  who  are  to  constitute  your  command  were  at 
home  last  year,  what  may  we  expect  another  year  if  they  are  all  taken 
away  from  thehr  fields  and  workshops? 
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Yonr  enrollmg  officers  are  now  dra^ng  from  their  homee  hun- 
dreds who  leave  helpless  families  with  no  prospect  of  support,  to  be 
added  to  the  long  list  already  in  so  deplorable  a  condition.  They 
have  not  the  number  of  Blaves  necessary  to  entitle  them  under  the  act 
of  Congress  to  exemption,  and  if  you  do  not  grant  them  liberal  details 
or  furloughs  when  not  needed  to  meet  an  assault  of  the  enemy,  their 
families  must  suffer. 

Again,  others  with  constitutions  wrecked  and  health  ruined,  are 
.   being  forced  by  your  enrolling  officers  to  conscript  camps  or  assigned 
by  boards  of  surgeons  to  what  is  called  second-class  duty. 

If  you  do  not  interfere  for  their  relief  many  of  these  wretched  men 
must  linger  out  upon  a  sick  conch  a  miserable  existence  for  a  few 
short  weeks  or  months  and  fall  victims  to  an  unwise  policy  without  the 
hope  of  being  able  to  render  any  valuable  service  to  the  country. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  this  severe  rigor  in  the  exercise  of 
conscription  which  has  caused  the  people  in  many  counties  and  dis- 
tricts in  this  State  to  elect  men  within  conscript  age  to  fill  county 
offices.  They  have  felt  the  necessity  of  having  some  able-bodied  men 
at  home  to  attend  to  home  affairs  and  to  look  to  the  wants  of  the  sn  ffer- 
.  ing  families  of  soldiers. 

You  say  we  need  farmers  and  mechanics  and  not  justices  of  the 
peace,  deputy  sheriffs,  clerks,  and  militia  officers  at  home.  You  seem, 
.  however,  to  overlook  or  ignore  the  important  fact  that  probably  nine- 
tenths  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  deputy  sheriffs,  clerks,  and  militia 
officers  of  this  State  within  conscript  age,  who  are  exempt,  aremeither  If 
farmers  ^or  mechanics;  and  that  a  large  proportion  of  them  have  ' 
been  elected  by  the  people  to  keep  them  at  home  as  farmers  and 
-  mechanics,  as  well  as  officers;  far  from  the  annoyance  of  conscript 
officers  and  the  uncertainties  of  obtaining  details  which  must  be  had 
at  the  sacriSce  of  much  valuable  time  in  running  the  red-tape  round 
prescribed  by  Confederate  officers  to  obtain  them. 

You  refer  to  the  number  of  justices  of  the  peace  and  constables  in  , 
the  State,  and  express  the  opinion  that  a  smaller  number  would  be 
sufficient,  and  that  jwrsons  over  fifty  years  of  age  could  as  well  fill 
these  positions. 

As  I  have  already  shown,  the  Legislature,  which  has  the  sole  jurisdic- 
tion over  this  question,  has  not  left  it  to  you  or  me  to  say  that  a  smaller 
number  is  sufficient.  They  have  laid  down  the  rule,  and  I  have  no 
discretion  but  to  execute  the  law,  nor  have  I  any  power  to  say  what 
shall  be  the  age  of  the  man  who  receives  the  commission.  The  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  this  State  leave  the  selection  to  the  voteis  and 
not  to  the  Bxecutive.  My  duty  is  to  commission  those  who  are  legally 
elected,  and  not  to  dictate  to  the  people  who  they  shall  elect.  Ab 
stated  in  the  address  to  which  you  refer,  there  are  some  individual 
cases  in  which  selections  are  made  which  I  regret,  but  I  have  no  right 
to  reverse  the  decision  in  the  legal  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise. 
I  have  not  said  the  officers  are  not  necessary,  the  Legislature  has 
decided  that  question,  but  I  have  expressed  regret  that  in  some  indi- 
vidual cases  the  people  had  not  selected  a  different  class  of  men  to 
fill  them. 

The  same  remark  may  probably  be  made  with  reference  to  the 
militia  officers,  the  number  of  whom  has  been  greatly  overestimated 
by  yon.  With  occasional  exceptions,  the  people  have  elected  farmers 
and  mechanics  who  are  among  our  most  useful  citizens  at  home  in 
producing  supplies  and  relieving  the  necessities  of  soldiers'  ftunilies. 
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The  law  requires  me  to  keep  np  the  militia  organization  which  may 
be  usefttl  for  police  purposes,  and  may  be  needed  to  suppress  negro 
insarrection  In  the  counties,  as  well  as  to  arrest  deserters  from  the 
Army,  which  by  proclamation  I  have  required  them  to  do. 

In  enumerating  the  civil  and  military  officers  in  this  State,  you  must 
not  forget  the  important  fact  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  them  are 
exempt  from  conscription,  independently  of  their  offices.  Many  are 
over  the  age  of  conscription,  o^ers  are  wounded  soldiers,  or  exempt 
from  physical  debility  or  other  causes;  and  many  hold  both  civil  and 
mihtary  offices,  as,  for  instance,  justice  of  the  peace  and  captain  of 
the  militia,  while  others  hold  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  superior  and 
inferior  courts,  and  in  some  instances  ordinary  also.  Thus  you  see 
that  yon  do  t^7  great  injustice  if  you  count  each  office  as  filled  by  a 
separate  individpal,  and  each  individual  as  protected  by  the  office. 
A  man  is  over  the  conscript  age  and  holds  the  offices  of  ordinary, 
clerk  of  the  superior  and  inferior  courts  of  his  county;  here  three 
offices  are  filled  and  nobody  is  exempted  on  account  of  either  of  them. 

You  refer  to  the  great  necessity  for  calling  men  into  the  field 
immediately  to  meet  the  enemy  now  pressing  us  on  the  sea-board  and 
on  the  northwest. 

In  this  connection  I  beg  to  remind  you  that  the  State  had  a  militia 
organization  which  would  have  been  thorough  and  complete  by  this 
time,  ready  to  meet  the  enemy  for  this  emergency,  which  has  been 
much  disorganized  wid  crippled  that  its  most  active  material  might 
be  taken  to  form  your  command,  which  I  fear  you  may  not  be  able  to 
oi^anize  in  time  to  meet  the  enemy  on  the  front,  where  the  great  col- 
lision of  arms  occurs.  If  you  should  not,  it  may  be  very  unfortunate 
for  the  State  that  the  organization  which  she  had  prepared  for  her  own 
defense  has  been  disturbed. 

Oar  gallant,  self-sacrificing  troox)S  at  the  front,  who  stand  like  a  liv- 
ing breast-work  between  their  homes  and  the  enemy,  who  have  under- 
gone much  suffering  for  food  and  clothing,  know  the  importance  of 
having  a  sufficient  force  at  home  to  make  supplies  for  themselves  and 
their  families,  and  of  maintaining  the  government  and  sovereignty 
uf  their  State,  for  which — as  well  as  for  the  achievement  of  our  inde- 
pendence— they  left  their  homes  and  took  up  arms. 

These  men  also  know  how  much  the  agricultural  and  mechanical 
interests  of  the  country  upon  which  their  bread  depends  are  crippled 
by  the  annoying  detail  syst^,  which  hinders  so  much  of  a  farmer's 
time  in  keeping  his  papers  right,  to  enable  him  to  cultivate  his  land 
and  make  bread  by  the  permission  of  the  Government. 

They  also  have  the  intelligence  to  see  that  it  would  be  infinitely 
better  that  those  whom  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment to  leave  at  home  to  produce  provisions  should  be  left  free  from 
this  annoyance  to  make  all  the  supplies  in  their  power,  the  surplus 
to  be  turned  over  under  proper  laws  to  the  support  of  the  Army  and 
the  families  of  soldiers  at  home.  They  do  not  therefore  complain 
when  a  useful  farmer  or  mechanic  is  elected  to  aStato  office,  and  left 
at  home  to  attend  to  the  double  duty  of  making  supplies  and  dis- 
charging the  functions  of  his  position;  nor  do  they  labor  to  raise  a 
clamor  and  excite  prejudice  against  the  government  of  their  State, 
which  is  exerting  all  its  power  and  energies  to  clothe  them  when 
naked,  and  to  feed  and  clothe  their  helpless  families  at  home. 

This  outery  against  the  State  government  and  State  officers  comes 
up  from  the  almost  countless  swarms  of  Confederate  officers,  agents, 
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and  detailed  men  who,  as  the  favorites  of  power,  have  obtained  safe 
and  comfortable  positions  in  the  rear,  whi!^  tlieir  less-favored,  com- 
rades, who  seldom  get  fnrloaghs  or  details,  are  required  to  meet  the 
enemy  in  front.  This  class  of  protected  men — vastly  more  nnmeroos 
than  all  the  protected  State  officers — all  in  the  pay  of  the  Govern- 
ment, who  can  be  found  in  every  city,  town,  backwoods  village,  rail- 
road car,  and  hotel  in  the  State,  or  almost  anywhere  else  but  in  front 
of  the  Army,  who  are  much  engaged  in  attention  to  their  own  privaU^* 
business  and  speculations,  or  in  earnest,  industrious  efforts  to  man- 
age and  control  the  politics  of  the  State,  while  their  fellow-soldiers 
are  required  to  meet  the  enemy  on  the  battle-field,  seem  to  feel  the 
necessity  of  diverting  public  attention  from  themselves,  which  they 
conceive  can  be  best  accomplished  by  raising  public  clamor,  and 
attempting  to  excite  public  indignation  against  the  State  government 
and  the  State  officers  who  are  exempt  from  military  duty.  The  chief 
difference  between  the  two  classes  is,  that  the  State  officers  are 
exempt  from  the  fatigues  and  ditngers  of  the  battle-field  without 
drawing  pay  from  the  Government  daring  the  time  they  are  so 
exempt,  while  the  Confederate  officers  and  agents  of  the  class  ireferred 
to  enjoy  the  same  exemption  from  danger  and  draw  regularly  as 
much  pay  from  the  Gk>vemment  as  those  who  are  expend  to  the 
greatest  peril. 

I  am  perfectly  willing  for  the  army  in  the  field  as  well  as  the  people 
at  home  to  decide  upon  the  respective  merits  of  the  two  classes,  ajid 
to  say  who  most  deserve  to  be  '*  withdrawn  from  their  official  retreats" 
and  brought  into  the  active  service  of  the  country,  where  the  enemy 
is  to  be  met  and  the  victory  lost  or  won.  In  your  earnest  efforts  to 
fill  up  the  ranks  of  the  Army  with  State  officers,  let  me  beg  of  you 
not  to  forget  the  numerous  class  above  referred  to,  a  large  number 
of  whom  I  feel  quite  sure  could  be  spared  from  their  retreats  for 
duty  in  the  field,  and  no  injury  done  to  the  service,  "while  the  ranks 
of  our  Army  would  be  consideraly  increased." 
Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN. 


[May  5,  1864. — For  Polk  to  Davis,  in  relation  to  raising  companies 
for  local  defense,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  II,  p.  579.] 


Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Richmond^  May  [6],  1864-. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  The  regimental  organization  and  the  command  of  the  reserves 
having  been  provided  for  by  the  assignment  of  a  general  officer  to 
each  State  for  those  purposes,  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  sub- 
mit that  authority  be  given  this  Bureau  to  organize,  equip,  and 
place  in  oonsoript  service  in  each  Congressional  district  one  company, 
to  be  composed  of  persons  of  the  reserve  dassw  and  snch  others  as 
may  be  declared  unfit  for  active  service  in  the  field.  These  compa- 
nies to  contain  not  more  than  100  men,  to  be  either  cavalry  or  infantry, 
and  to  be  kept  on  duty  at  the  discretion  of  the  commandants  of  con- 
scripts under  the  order  of  this  Bureau,  but  to  be  subjected  to 
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extraordinary  calls  by  the  generals  commanding  the  reserves,  and  in 
all  things  except  the  assignment  to  this  special  service  to  consitute  a 
part  of  that  corps.  It  is  suggested  tiiat  this  arrangement  will  be 
beneficial — 

First.  As  giving  to  the  conscription  aathorities  a  permanent  local 
force  essential  to  the  efficient  pe^ormance  of  their  dutiM. 

Second,  l^at  these  c<»npanies  can  be  mainly  constituted  of  non- 
prodnoers,  and  thus  will  not  affect  injuriously  the  productive  industry 
of  the  country. 

Third.  That  they  will  form  a  nucleus  for  the  rapid  rendezvous  of 
the  regiments,  and  may  be  placed  on  guard  in  chai^  of  the  stores 
and  munitions  for  such  regiments;  and, 

Fourth.  Being  comx>06ed  mainly  of  sedate  persons,  having  personal 
interests  in  the  localities,  they  will  constitute  an  unexceptionable 
police. 

For  these  reasons  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  arrangement 
be  allowed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 

Conscript  SuperintendenL 

[IndonameDt.] 

May  6,  1864. 

Adjutant-General  : 

The  authority  may  be  given  aa  guards  are  required  in  each  camp 
and  for  conscript  duty,  but  the  persons  selected  should  be  of  those 
least  required  for  industrial  pursuits. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secr^ry. 


RiCHuoND,  May  6,  I864. 

General  CJoopbr: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  Clay's  note  of  the  4th  instant  informing  me  of  the 
Secretary's  decision  in  regard  to  the  cases  of  the  Marylanders  whose 
term  of  service  has  expired,  and  can  only  say  that  I  deeply  regret  the 
conclusion  to  which  the  Department  has  arrived  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject presented.  Some  of  these  parties  are  now  in  the  Maryland  Line, 
having  been  ordered  to  it  since  they  enlisted,  and  will  doubtless 
re-enter  it  if  discharged;  but  their  ground  of  complaint  is,  that  they 
are  endeavored  to  be  (»nsoripted  into  said  line;  not  allowed  their  free 
choice.  In  plain  words,  they  consider  that  the  Government  is  violat- 
ing faith,  and  the  effect  is  anything  but  beneficial  to  the  service.  If 
they  should  be  discharged  and  leave  the  front  with  the  enemy  before 
them,  the  infamy  will  be  theirs;  but  if  it  is  their  right,  they  should 
be  permitted  to  enjoy  it.  I  don't  believe  that  there  are  twenty  Marj  - 
landers  in  the  Virginia  army  who  would  leave  it  if  discharged  under 
such  circumstances ;  but  I  am  equally  sure  that  if  there  be  any  of  that 
description  the  attempt  to  hold  them  forcibly  will  fail  to  accouiplish 
its  object  after  their  term  has  expired.  This  very  question  has  been 
fvHty  elaborated  in  the  Richmond  papers  within  the  past  week  in  criti- 
cisms on  the  action  of  the  Yankee  Government  in  holding  their  troops 
undw  corresponding  circumstances,  and  you  may  rely  upon  it  that 
acts  savoring  of  bad  faith  will  have  the  same  effect  everywhere,  and 
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such  conduct  heretofore  evinced  on  the  part  of  persons  seeking  pro- 
motion has  had  no  little  agency  in  paralyzing  the  efficiency  of  Mary- 
land organizations.  At  this  very  moment  men  are  here  from  Charles- 
ton, having  reported  to  the  provost-marshal  here,  whose  term  of 
service  has  expired.  They  applied  for  transfer  to  the  Uaiyland  Line 
near  a  month  ago,  but,  as  they  say,  their  applications  are  disre- 
garded, and  that  they  are,  in  spite  of  such  applications  and  the  assur- 
ances of  the  Government  given  in  the  late  general  order  to  that  effect, 
endeavored  to  be  forced  to  re-enlist  at  Charleston.  Hiey  are  Icttvinif 
their  posts,  availing  themselves  of  any  route  to  escape,  as  they  say, 
acts  of  despotism.  Such  was  the  language  of  one  of  these  men  whom 
I  met  on  the  street  here  this  very  day,  and  when  I  admoni^ed  him 
that  he  was  inenrring  the  penalty  of  a  deserter,  he  replied,  the  Gov- 
ernment might  shoot  him  if  they  pleased,  bat  that  he  would  not  go 
back  to  Charleston,  having  served  his  full  term  of  enlistment.  I 
merely  give  you  facts.  TMs  party  I  learn  has  regist^^  his  name 
with  General  Winder.  The  class  of  people  who  are  here  for  plundw 
would  gladly  see  such  cases  brought  before  the  courts,  to  be  used  by 
them  as  a  plea  for  not  doing  their  duty.  I  can  only  report  my  con- 
viction that  the  Department  is,  in  my  judgment,  acting  under  very 
bad  advice. 

Yours,  truly, 

GEO.  P.  KANE. 

[Firat  indonamont.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gbnebal*s  Office, 

May  17  y  I864, 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  AdjtUant-Oeneral, 

(Seaond  indommaat.] 

Mat  20,  1864. 

ADJUTAJIT-OBinERAL . 

I  cannot  concur  in  these  views.  The  Marylimders  who  have  entered 
our  service  and  cast  their  lot  with  us  are  surely  to  be  regarded  as 
residents,  and  are  only  required  to  do  as  our  own  citizens  and  other 

residents.  The  case  of  the  enemy's  soldiers  cited  in  illustration  has 
no  analogy.  Had  all  Yankees  of  the  ages  of  these  soldiers  been  sub- 
jected to  like  military  service,  cowld  there  be  either  surprise  or  com- 
plaint if  they  were  retained  in  service?  The  injustice  with  them  is, 
they  were  expressly  receipted  and  exempted  even  from  draft,  but  are 
stiU,  notwithstanding,  forced  to  remain  in  service.  I  see  no  cause  to 
change  the  dedsiou  or  course  of  the  Depu'tment. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 

rXhiid  iBdoTMOMnt.] 

Mat  25,  1864.  I 

Major  RiGLY: 

This  is  a  correspondence  that  cannot  have  a  different  result  from 
being  extended.    A  previous  letter  to  Mr.  Kane  explained  to  him  the 
views  of  the  Department  and  its  determination  upon  the  question  1 
involved.    I  do  not  think  it  essential,  therefore,  that  the  Secretary's  | 
indorsement  should  be  communicated  to  Mr.  Kuie. 

H.  L.  C. 
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General  Obdebs,  )      Adjt.  akd  Insp.  GbnbraIi^s  Office, 

No.  47.         J  Richmond^  May  6,  I864. 

I.  The  following  schedules  of  prices  for  articles  named  therein, 
adopted  by  commissioners  appointed  pursuant  to  law  /or  the  State  of 
Virginia,  are  announced  for  the  information  of  all  concerned,  and  the 
fecial  attention  of  officers  and  agents  of  the  GoTemment  is  directed 
thereto: 

BiOHMOND,  Va.,  May  4,  IS64. 

Hon.  Jakes  A.  Sbddon  : 

SiB:  In  reviewing  the  achednles  of  prices  for  May  and  Jane  we  invited  the 
co-operation  and  aid  of  Mr.  William  B.  Harrison,  and  it  is  just  to  add  that  the 
schedules  received  the  nnanimoae  approval  of  the  commissioners. 

We  respectfully  offer  the  aocompanying  schedules,  A  and  B,  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  prices  are  to  remain  for  the  months  of  May  and  June,  unless  in 
the  interval  it  should  be  deemed  nec6ssar>[  to  modify  them. 

The  foUowiuK  prices  are  to  be  the  maximum  rates  to  be  paid  for  the  articles 
impressed  in  all  cities  and  nsual  places  of  sale,  and  when  impressed  on  the  farms 
oar  elsewhere  the  same  prices  are  to  be  paid. 

TTnder  extotdng  circumstances  we  have  deemed  it  not  only  inst,  bat  most  likely 
to  feror  increased  prodnction,  that  prodncers  in  fatnre  sboima  not  be  reatiired  to 
tnnsport  their  surplns  prodnctions  when  impressed,  bnt  that  the  agents  of  the 
GoTOimient  shonld  employ  or  impress  the  neighbOThood  or  county  wagons  and 
teams  to  haul  all  such  articles,  and  so  divide  the  work  between  the  owners  of 
wagons  and  teams  as  to  be  least  prejudicial  to  those  socoessfally  engaged  in 
agncoltore. 

SOHKDULB  A. 
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 do  

 do  


 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  


-do. 
.do, 

.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 

.do. 

-do 


Ronnd,  plat4  and  bar 


Hnmeaa  

Sole  

Upper  

Groas  weight. 

 do  

 do  


10  onnoee  per  yard. 


20  oaneea  per  yard. . 


8  onnoee  per  yard .. . 
4|  yardetoponnd... 
^  yardstopoand... 

3  yards  to  pound  

0  ounces  per  yard. . . 
SouDcee  per  yard... 
10  ounces  per  yard. . 


Interior 


Superior  do 

First  rate  do 


Qaantity. 


Per  bnahel  of  50  poands. 
Per  pound  


Per 


Per  pound. 
Per  gallon. 
Per^und 


do. 

Per  gallon  

Per  ion  

 do  

...do  

....do  

...do  

...do  

Per  poond  


.-..do  

Per  IHOponnda. 

do. 
do. 


Net] 
Perl 
Per  yard 


and 


Per  yard 


Per  jard  

y^. do" 

....do  

....do  

....do  

 do  


Per  pair  

Per  povnd  

Per  pair  

For  100  ponnda. 

 do  


do  

do  

Per  gallon. 
Per  bead 

 do  

.....do  


Price. 


96.00 
1.00 
3.00 
2.00 
10.00 
3.00 
25.00 
.20 
8.00 
7.00 
.50 
850.00 
814.00 
X78.00 
716.00 
1.030.00 
435.00 
3.90 
3.60 
4.20 
».00 
25.00 
30.00 
1.50 
30.00 
5.00 

(«» 
10.00 

w 

4. 00 
1.11 
1.35 

i.n 

1.50 
l.«3 

2.93 

15.00 
800 
1.85 
Z40 
1.50 
S.40 
1.60 
to.  00 
.40 
.50 
.80 


aPro  rata  as  to  greater  or  leas  width  or  weight. 

b  On  the  above  enumerated  cotton  cloths,  pro  rata  aa  to  greater  or  leas  width  or  weight. 

In  assessing  the  averse  Tslae  of  the  first-class  artUlery  and  wagon  horses  and 
mules  at  $500,  we  designed  that  the  term  shonld  be  accepted  and  acted  npon 
according  to  its  obvious  common-sense  import.  In  other  words,  that  they  shonld 
be  selected  and  then  impressed  accordingly  as  their  working  qualities  and  adap- 
tation to  army  service,  together  with  their  intrinsic  value,  would  warrant  a 
judicious  purchaser  in  considering  them  as  coming  within  the  contemplation  of 
the  commissioners  when  they  assessed  the  average  value  of  snch  horses  as  the 
Gh>vemment  needed  at  $500.  But  cases  might  arise,  however,  when  the  public 
exigencies  would  be  so  urgent  as  to  demand  that  all  horses  at  hand  Bboald  be 
impressed.  Yet  under  ordinary  circumstances,  when  family  or  ertra-blooded 
horses  or  brood  mares  of  admitted  high  value  are  impressed,  we  respectfully  sug- 
gest to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  instructions  forwarded  to  the  impressing 
officers  to  propose  and  allow  the  owners  to  substitute  in  their  stead  snch  strong, 
sound,  ana  serviceable  horses  or  mules  as  shall  be  considered  and  valued  by  com- 
petent  and  disinterested  parties  as  first-class  artillery  horses  or  first-class  wagon 
mnles. 

The  term  ' '  average  value  per  head  "  is  in  contradistinction  to  a  fixed  and  nnif  orm 
price  for  each  horse  or  mule.  We  supposed  that  in  impressing  a  number  of  horses 
or  mules,  whether  owned  by  several  persons  or  one  individual,  that  some  might 
be  estimated  at  $800  and  others  at  different  advanced  rates,  according  to  their 
worth,  up  as  high  as  $700— thus  making  an  aver^^  value  or  price  for  a  number 
of  good,  sound,  and  efficient  horses  or  mules  $500  each. 
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In  illQstratloD  of  onr  views,  we  will  add,  that  a  horse  with  only  one  eye  Bonnd 
might,  in  all  respects,  be  classed  as  a  first -class  artillery  horse,  yet  the  loss  of  one 
woald  justly  and  constderably  curtail  his  value.  So  a  horse  from  ten  to 
eighteen  years  of  age  might  be  deemed  in  all  other  particulars  as  a  first-class 
artillery  horse,  but  of  course,  howevw  efficient  or  able  to  render  good  service  for 
a  year  or  so,  yet  his  advanced  age  would  justly  and  materially  impair  his  value. 
Any  horse,  however  he  may  approximate  the  standard  of  a  first-class  artillery 
horse,  must,  according  to  deficiencies,  fall  below  the  maximum  price ;  and  as  few 
comparatively  come  up  to  the  standard,  and  therefore  are  entitled  to  the  maxi- 
mtun  price,  so  of  course  in  all  other  instances  the  price  shoula  be  proportionately 
reduced,  as  imperfections  place  them  below  the  standard  of  first  class,  &c. 

SCHKDDLK  B. — Hire  of  iabor,  teams,  wagom,  and  driven. 


Baling  Ionic  fonge  

Sbelbng  ud  baggtng  eon  i  Moks  fimlahod  by  OoroniBMot . . . . 

Bkollng  

Hauling  graia  

Uiraol  ^OTM  tonn,  wagoB,  and  dnvon  nUotia  fninUbed  bf 
owner. 

Hln  of  MUM;  ration*  AmiabMl  by  the  Oorernment  

Hiro  of  4'batse  tMun,  wagon, and  driver;  ratlins  furnlahod  b; 
ownor. 

Hiraof  aama;  ntlone fttmlBhed  bv  the  Gorennnent  

fliraof  <-borae  team,  wagon, and  arlrari  rations  fanlabed  bj- 
owner. 

Hire  of  same ;  rations  rurnished  by  tbe  OoTemment  

Hire  of  Uborerj  rations  furnished  by  owner  

Hire  of  BMnej  rations  furnished  by  the  GoTemment  

Bireof  same:  rations  sod  clothing  famished  by  owner  

Hire  of  Mine ;  rations  farnished  by  tbe  Govemment  

Hire  of  teamstera ;  rations  famished  by  Government  

Hire  of  laborer ;  dothtng  snd  rations  ftimlsbed  by  Government. 

Hire  of  same;  ololhiOK  and  rations  fhmished  by  owner  

Bin  of  same;  ratloos  oulv  famished  by  Ooverament  

Hire  of  OS  oarts,  team,  ana  dilvori  lathns  fnralsbed  by  owner. . 
HIra  of  aauie;  ratfons  ftarolahed  1^  tbe  Goremnient  


Qnantl^  and  time. 


Per  100  poonds  

Per  M  pounds  

Per  cwt.  per  mile  

Per  bnthel  per  mile  . . 
Per  day  


.do 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 


Price. 


 do  

 do  

 do  

Per  moDtb............ 

 do  

 do  

Per  year.....  

 tlo  

 do  

Per  day   

....do.  


90.90 
.05 
.08 
.04 

l&OO 

6.00 
18.00 

6.90 
10.00 

8.00 
2.50 
1.50 
50.00 
30.00 
40.00 
300.00 
550.00 
400.00 
10.00 
S.0O 


Upon  farther  consideration  we  have  concluded  to  value  sheaf  oats,  hay,  and 
blade  fodder  east  of  the  Blue  Bidge  Mountains,  when  baled,  at  $5.40  i>er  100 
pounds,  and  nnbaled  at  $4.60  per  100  ponndB,and  shucks  baled  at  $3.90  per  100 
pounds,  and  $8  unbaled. 

BEVISIOH  OF  THE  8CHEDDLK  OF  FBBBUARY  AKD  HABOH  LABT. 


Huoe  the  addition  of  our  last  schedules  for  the  months  of  February  and  March 
the  financial  bills  passed  by  Congress,  taxing  the  currency,  have  seriously  impaired 
the  value  of  the  old  issues  of  Confederate  Treasury  notes.  At  this  juncture  large 
numbers  of  horses  and  mules  were  impressed  and  paid  for  in  a  currency  which 
was  in  a  few  days  thereafter  to  be  taxed  33^  per  cent. 

The  Bocu^  of  State  Commissioners  having  adjourned,  aud  one  of  its  members 
being  out  of  the  State,  it  could  not  be  convened  in  time  to  review  our  schedules 
of  nriceB.  Under  tUs  state  ot  facts  we  have  re-examined  and  rearranged  our 
tarm  of  prices,  so  far  as  we  have  been  advised  of  recent  impressments,  proposing, 
in  this  mode,  to  remedy  any  diminution  of  valuation  which  may  have  resulted 
from  the  action  of  Congress  upon  tbe  currency.  Therefore  we  assess  the  avertwe 
value  of  artillery  or  wagon  horses  or  mules,  impressed  since  the  passage  of  the 
cturency  bill  of  the  17th  of  February  last,  at  $600.  This  award  will  entitle  each 
person  to  receive  higher  compensation  accordingly  as  each  horse  or  mule  recently 
impressed  may  be  considered  as  being  a  first,  second,  or  third  class  artillery  or 
wagon  horse  or  mule,  whether  the  parties  appeal  to  our  Board  or  not ;  and  the 
impressing  agents  and  officers  shomd  forthwith  call  on  all  of  those  persons  of 
wbbm  they  impressed  horses  or  mules  and  propose  a  settlement  upon  the  fore- 
going basis,  but  allowing  to  each  person  only  such  prices  as  first,  second,  and  third 
class  artillery  or  wagon  norses  or  mules  may  be  estimated  at,  assuming  our  aver- 
age appraisement  of  $600  as  a  fair  medium  valnation.  This,  then,  would  allow  a 
maximum  price  of  $800,  and  a  minimum  price  of  $400,  making  $600  the  average 
price — thus  allowing  more  for  first-class  norses  or  mules  and  proportionately  less 
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for  the  inferior,  as  ih&r  may  fall  below  the  ^;rade  of  first  claas.  Payment  ot 
whatever  amount  may  be  awarded  to  be  made  in  tibe  old  issue  of  Treasury  notes 
as  circulated  before  we  1st  of  April,  or  else  in  tlie  new  issue,  bat  with  a  deduc- 
tion in  such  cases  of  SS^  per  oent.  from  the  additional  snm  allowed  in  each  case. 

E.  W.  HUBARD. 
ROBERT  GIBBONEY, 
WM.  B.  HARRISON, 

Comintssumer* /or  Virginia. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oerieral. 

All  appeals  and  commnnications  for  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
should  be  addressed  to  D.  Saunders  Chilton,  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Va. 


Wab  Departhrnt,  Engineer  Bureau, 
Richmondy  Va.,  May  7, 

Hon.  Jam&s  a.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  visited  and  curefnlly 
examined  the  Piedmont  Railroad  in  order  to  ascertain  from  personal 
inspection  its  features  and  condition,  and  whether  the  Government 
could  furnish  any  aid  which  would  materially  hasten  the  completion 
of  the  road.  The  Piedmont  Railroad  is  forty-eight  and  three-tenths 
miles  in  length,  the  heaviest  grade  coming  northeast,  sixty  feet  to 
the  mile.  In  an  opposite  direction,  that  of  least  trane^rtation,  and 
therefore  no  great  disadvantage,  there  is  a  grade  on  temporary  track 
of  106  feet,  the  maximum  permanent  grade  being  only  68.  The  neces* 
sity  of  rock  cutting,  combined  with  the  scarcity  of  blasting  powder, 
led  to  the  adoption  of  the  temporary  track.  The  road  is  completed 
to  a  distance  of  thirty-one  miles  from  Danville,  where  there  is  a 
break  between  iron  and  iron  of  four  and  a  half  mUes,  the  rest  of  the 
i*oad  to  Greensborough  being  completed.  On  this  break  the  grading 
is  practically  finished,  although  there  are  still  cross-ties  to  procure 
as  well  as  stringers  for  Haw  River  bridge.  The  road  will  be  opened, 
probably,  by  the  20th  instant,  or  25th  at  latest,  and  I  do  not  know  of 
_any  available  labor  at  the  disposal  of  the  Govemmwt  whieh  would 
•/  materially  hasten  the  time  of  completion.  The  Qoartermaster-Qeneral 
has  been  called  upon  for  some  assistance  in  hauling,  which  he  has 
cheerfully  promised,  and  the  Engineer  Department  has  been  able  to 
assist  by  supplying  additional  tools,  principally  axes.  I  found  the 
road  thoroughly  well  and  intelligently  located  and  constructed,  in 
consideration  of  the  times,  and  the  company's  force,  although  not 
large,  energetically  and  satisfactorily  employed,  under  the  immediate 
and  constant  personal  direction  of  the  chief  engineer,  Capt.  E.  T.  D. 
Myers,  of  the  Engineer  Corjra.  It  gives  me  the  more  pleasure  to  be 
able  to  make  this  statement  after  personal  inspection  and  conscientious 
conviction,  as  there  is  and  has  been  much  misapprehension.  Few  per- 
sons but  those  who  have  made  the  attempt  ha,ve  any  conception  of 
the  innumerable  difficulties  which  retard  the  completion  of  a  great 
work  of  internal  improvement  in  these  disjointed  times. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  RIVES, 
CoUmd  and  Admg  Chief  of  Bureau. 
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tFlnt  indonamant.  ] 

May  2H,  1864. 

Reepectfnlly  submitted  to  the  President. 

It  is  gratifying  to  have  the  assurance  presented  by  this  rexK>rt  of 
the  diligence  and  ability  with  which  the  work  of  the  Piedmont  road 
has  been  prosecuted  by  the  engineer  in  charge.  As  much  misapprehen- 
sion has  existed  on  this  subject,  and  some  reproach  in  popular  esti- 
mation has  been  cast  on  both  the  engineer  and  the  contractors,  it  is 
deemed  oiHy  just  to  them  to  submit  the  report  to  your  consideration. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Beemd  IndoiMMBt.] 

May  25,  1864. 

Read  wit^  satisfaction  and  returned  to  Secretary  of  War. 

J.  D. 


Opblika,  Ala.,  May  8,  1864. 

General  B.  Bbago: 

General  :  I  returned  yesterday  from  my  tour  of  investigation  as  to 
the  secret  treasonable  society  alleged  to  exist  in  this  State.  I  met 
Coloiiel  Falkner  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Hill,  who  gave  me  their  written  state- 
mente  herewith  inclosed.  Mr.  Burke,  who  joined  the  society  for  the 
purpose  of  disclosing  its  secrets,  became  alarmed  for  his  safety  and 
has  left  this  region  of  country.  I  was  not  able  to  communicate  with 
him.  I  can  find  him  at  no  distant  period,  I  think,  if  it  should  be 
deemed  necessary.  Under  these  cireumstances  I  was  compelled  to 
bhke  his  disclosures  as  made  to  Falkner  and  Hill  and  forwarded  in 
their  statements.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  society  embraces  more  than 
half  the  adult  males  of  Randolph,  Coosa,  and  Tallapoosa  Counties,  a 
Uu^  number  in  Calhoun  and  Talladega  Counties,  and  a  considerable 
membership  in  some  of  the  other  counties  in  Alabama.  It  extends 
into  portions  of  Georgia.  I  state  as  a  fact  that  the  society  has  no  reg- 
ular times  or  places  of  meeting,  and  has  no  organized  lodges"  or 
"communities."  Men  who  have  studied  the  obligations,  signs,  &c., 
and  who  can  communicate  them  well  are  styled  eminent,"  and  pass 
throtvh  the  country  giving  the  "degree"  to  all  whom  they  regard  as 
fit  subjects.  The  society  is  nameless,  or,  rather,  has  such  name  as 
any  particular  eminent"  may  choose  to  give  it  for  the  occasion.  Its 
general  designation  is  the  Peace  Society.  No  records  are  kept.  Eacb 
uiitiate  is  an  independent,  dissevered  link  in  a  perfect  chain.  He  is 
told  by  his  eminents  who  are  his  associates  or  brethren,  but  meets 
them  at  no  "convocation"  of  the  order.  Hence  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
enring  evidence.  Yon  prove  one  man  to  be  a  member,  but  outside  of 
his  statements  you  have  no  other  proof  of  other  memberships.  It  is  a 
society  without  officers,  a  community  without  members. 

But  it  is  no  less  singular  in  its  objects  than  its  organization.  Its 
rt>ligation  and  its  professed  object,  x>eace,  are  not  objectionable,  but 
te  reid  teachings  are  as  varied  as  the  communities  or  even  the  men  to 
■hich  they  are  imparted.  If  the  initiate  is  an  ignorant  but  true  man 
le  is  told  that  the  object  of  the  society  is  to  procure  an  honorable 
peace;  if  disaffected  as  to  the  policy  of  the  Qovemment  he  is  told  that 
■e  aim  is  to  procure  a  change  of  rulers;  if  a  traitor,  to  produce 
fath^  among  our  soldiers,  to  destroy  our  loyal  citizens,  and  to  take 
le  State  back  into  tiie  Union  on  any  terms.   A  designing  politician 
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could  precipitate  the  whole  society  into  a  measure  that  would  appal 
many  of  its  members  if  they  could  see  the  end  of  their  actions  or  had 
results  presented  before  them.  I  am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  no 
action  will  be  taken  by  its  leaders  so  long  as  our  arms  are  victoriou8; 
but  should  great  disastera  befall  us,  the  widespread  distrust  which 
marked  the  past  winter  would  ripen  into  treason,  and  find  in  this 
society  an  organization  that  would  prove  disastrous  to  our  cause. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  scarcely  know  what  to  do.  If  you  wish 
a  further  investigation  I  will  cheerfully  give  it.  A  shrewd  detective 
would  be  of  great  service  if  unknown  in  this  section  of  country.  I 
can  enter  no  county  in  any  of  the  cotton  States  east  of  the  Mississippi 
River  where  I  am  not  recognized  by  some  citizen,  oflBeer,  or  soldier. 
If  I  take  a  step  the  door  of  information  is  closed  against  me  as  an  ofifi.- 
cer  in  the  Army. 

I  shall  leave  in  the  morning  for  Columbus,  Ga. ,  on  inspection,  and 
shall  defer  further  action  in  this  matter  until  I  hear  from  you.  I  may 
say  that  I  believe  Mr.  Parsons,  a  prominent,  talented  Yankee  lawyer 
at  Tallad^a,  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  members  if  not  the  head 
of  this  organization. 

I  thought  some  time  since  that  Colonel  Seibels  (late  candidate  for 
C.  S.  Senate)  was  connected  with  this  order,  and  procured  the  statement 
of  Major  Hollis  and  Captain  Dowd  (the  latter  the  commissary  at  this 
place  and  both  most  reliable  gentlemen)  in  reference  to  him,  herewith 
inclosed.  I  have  found  nothing  further  to  connect  him  with  the  order. 
I  have  not  been  able  to  see  Colonel  Holly,  to  whom  reference  is  made 
in  this  statement.  If  deemed  necessary  I  will  see  him,  although  I 
have  made  considerable  effort  to  do  so.  It  is  due  Colonel  Falkuer  to 
say  that  he  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  a  man  of  honor  and  a 
patriot.  He  is  certainly  a  man  of  no  mean  abilities.  Mr.  Hill  is  an 
honest  man,  of  good  sense,  but  not  of  great  ability.  Should  a  detec- 
tive be  sent  out,  I  will  cheerfully  give  him  all  information  in  my  pos- 
session and  all  aid  in  my  power. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have  hefurd  of  the  raid  on  the  railroad 
between  Bichmond  and  Petersbui^. 

The  forwarding  of  this  report  will  be  delayed  a  short  time.  It  will 
be  forwarded  by  my  wife  as  soon  as  communications  axe  re-estab- 
lished.* 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  WALTER, 
AsaiskirU  AcfjiUani^Genercd. 

[Ffrat  indonetmnt.] 

Respectfully  referred  to  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

Qeiieral. 

(Seoond  IndtHMBMOt.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

June  IS,  186^ 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  If  approved,  an 
intelligent  officer  from  Louisiana  can  be  sent  to  investigate  this  sub- 
ject more  thoroughly,  with  authority  to  employ  detectives. 

By  order  of  General  S.  Cooper: 

R.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Qenercd. 

*ln  connection  with  this  paper,  see  Clan  ton  to  Polk,  May  0, 1664,  Series  I,  Vol. 
XXXIX.  Part      p.  «88. 
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[Inoloaare  No.  1.] 


Exhibit  A. 


^atement  of  mysdf  in  regard  io  a  Mcret  organizatiion  and  dialoydUy 

of  certain  citizens. 

First.  Are  all  present  constitntional  men  ? — Answer.  I  am. 
It  now  becomes  necessary  that  yon  take  upon  yonraelves  an  oath  or  obligation, 
winch  oath  ae  obllgati(m  does  not  craiflict  wrUi  your  political  or  regions  feelings. 

The  foUowin};  is  a  synopsis  of  the  obligation: 

First.  I  promise  and  swear  that  I  will  not  reveal  or  jnake  known  any  of  the 
secrets  of  this  order  to  any  person  or  persons,  except  it  be  to  a  broOier  of  tMs 
wder,  and  not  to  him  or  to  tnem  that  I  mayhear  soto  be,bat  tohimortothraa, 
after  strict  trial  and  lawful  information,  I  may  believe  him  to  be  entitled  to  tiie 
same  as  I  myself  am  now  about  to  be. 

Second.  I  farthermore  promise  and  swear  that  I  will  not  cut,  carve,  mark, 
scratch,  chop,  &c. ,  npon  anything,  movable  or  immovable,  under  the  whole  canopy 
of  heaven,  whereby  any  of  the  secrets  of  this  order  might  become  legible  or  intel- 
lisible  tfarongh  my  anworthiness. 

Third.  I  furthermore  promise  and  swear  that  I  will  not  give  it  to  an  old  man  in 
bis  dot^e,  to  a  yonng  man  in  his  nonage,  to  a  woman,  or  to  a  fool. 

Foarth.  (I  have  forgotten  in  toto.) 

F^fth.  I  farthermore  promise  and  swear  that  I  will  always  be  found  aiding  a 
brother  of  this  order,  that  when  I  hear  the  word  spoken  or  see  the  secret  sign  given 
I  will  msb  to  his  relief,  and  would  feign  myself  his  enemy  to  accomplish  his 
relief. 

Sixth.  I  furthermore  promise  and  swear  that  I  will  always  be  found  aiding  a 
brother  of  this  order,  ms  widow  or  orphan,  they  apidying  to  me  and  I  flndmg 
them  worthy. 

Seventh.  I  furthermore  promise  and  swear  that  I  will  not  wrong  a  brother  of 
this  order  nor  suffer  it  to  be  done  by  others  if  in  my  power  to  prevent  it. 

Eighth.  To  all  these  and  those,  my  solemn  oath  or  obligation,  I  bind  myself 
under  no  less  penalty  than  that  of  having  my  head  cut  open,  my  brains  taken 
from  thence  and  strewn  aver  the  ground,  my  body  cast- to  the  beiuts  of  the  field 
or  to  the  vultures  of  the  air  should  I  be  bo  vile  as  to  rereal  any  of  the  aecrets  of 
this  order. 

The  above  is  as  correct  an  exposition  of  the  obligation  as  I  am  able 
at  present  to  make. 

The  root  and  branch,  as  I  understand,  is  to  set  on  foot  some  tricks 
which  would  in  the  end  become  masters  of  the  Government,  accord- 
ing to  the  lectures  of  James  Wood  and  Thomas  Lambert. 

The  intention  of  this  secret  organization  is  alone  in  opposition  to 
the  maintenance  of  a  Confederate  Government.  I  had  long  and 
instructive  lectures  from  both  Wood  and  Lambert;  they  were  bend- 
ing their  energies  to  make  me  an  earnest  worker  of  the  order,  that  I 
might  make  this  thing  tell  more  efteotually  when  I  arrive  at  my  com- 
mand, then  stationed  at  Mobile. 

This  thing  was  introduced  to  me  by  W.  C.  Brown,  jr.  After  talking 
on  the  war  subject  he  asked  me  how  I  would  like  to  look  into  an 
order  which  had  for  its  object  the  bringing  about  a  speedy  peace.  I 
answered}  **Quitewell."  He  (Brown)  then  stepi)ed  away  and  beckoned 
to  his  friend  to  come  thither,  who  was  James  Wood,  who,  after  a  few 
remarks,  proceeded  to  confer  the  obligation  which  I  have  previously 
given.  He  (Wood)  stated,  as  I  was  going  to  join  my  command  soon 
I  would  be  a  very  good  hand  to  introduce  the  order  in  the  army  at 
-Mobile.  James  Wood  also  said  that  Parton  Vardenon  was  then  gone 
To  Vii^nia  to  introduce  it  in  our  army,  and,  if  possible,  to  communi- 
cate it  to  our  common  enemy.  He  further  stated  that  J.  W.  Joiner 
was  gone  in  the  direction  of  our  Western  army  to  get  it  through  the 
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lines  in  that  quarter;  and  further,  Wood  said  his  son-in-law,  John  H. 
Paster,  had  heen  home  on  furlough  and  had  also  been  initiated,  and 
was  going  to  the  Tennessee  army,  said  would  soon  have  the  army  well 
posted  in  this  thing. 

The  original  of  the  above  was  handed  me  by  Judge  John  T.  Heflin, 
of  Talladega,  but  1  did  not  learn  the  name  of  the  man  who  made  the 
disclosure. 

James  Wood  has  since  been  taken  up  by  our  cavalry  and  hang. 
Thomas  Lambert,  I  learn,  has  mn  away  and  is  supposed  to  have  gone 
to  the  Yankees. 

J.  FALKNKR. 

[Inoloanre  ITo.  2.] 

Statement  of  Mqj.  E.  HoUis  and  Copt.  W.  C.  Dowd  in  ref&rence  to  a 
conversation  between  Colonel  Sewels^  of  Montgomery y  Ala.y  and 
Col.  J.  J.  Holly,  of  Tallapoosa  Comity.,  and  with  Colonel  Holly. 

About  the  1st  of  March  last  Colonel  Seibels  and  Colonel  Holly  were 
sitting  on  the  veranda  of  the  Exchange  Hotel  in  Montgomery,  when 
Major  Hollis  and  Captain  Dowd  stepped  to  the  window  to  go  out. 
They,  Seibels  and  Holly,  were  talking  in  a  low  tone.  Colonel  Seibels 
remarked  to  Colonel  Holly  that  the  arrangement  was  made  and  he 
was  going  on.  Captain  Dowd  immediately  stepped  back  and  Major 
HoUis  went  through  the  window  on  the  veranda  and  was  introdncect 
by  Holly  to  Seibels.  Holly  remarked  to  Seibels  that  he  (Hollis)  was 
all  right  Hollis  took  a  seat  a  short  distance  off  and  heard  Seibels 
mention  several  names,  amongst  them  Hon.  James  Johnston  and  Dr. 
Tuples,  of  Columbus,  Ga.,  and  Geoi^  Reese,  of  West  Point.  The 
conversation  was  in  an  undertone  and  aronsed  his  suspicions.  That 
night  he  asked  Holly  what  Seibels  was  up  to.  He  replied  that  Seibels 
said  that  the  Lincoln  Government  would  not  hear  any  proposition 
from  the  Jeff.  Davis  Government,  and  that  he,  Seibels,  was  anxious  to 
know  what  could  be  done;  that  he  was  going  to  Washington;  that 
the  Arkansas,  or  Sebastian,  platform  had  taken  in  Arkansas  and  would 
take  in  Alabama,  and  that  the  proposition  was  that  slavery  should  be 
abolished  iu  the  present  century,  or  should  commence  with  the  end  of 
ttie  present  century.  Hollis  thinks  the  former.  Colonel  Holly  stated 
that  he  (Holly)  did  not  approve  of  it,  and  thought  It  would  result  in 
a  great  deal  of  harm.  The  foregoing  is  the  substance  of  the  oonver- 
sation. 

E.  HOLUS. 
W.  C.  DOWB. 

[Inclosnro  No.  S.] 

StateTtient  of  Col.  Jefferson  FaUener  and  Mr.  A.  R.  SiU,  ofBandolph 
Convdyy  Ala.  {poat'officej  Wedowee)^  in  reference  to  a  se&ret 

society. 

Some  time  about  the  1st  of  March,  1864,  Theophilns  Burke,  a  citizen 
of  Meriwether  County,  Ga.,  was  induced  by  said  Falkner  and  Hill  to 
join  a  society,  said  to  be  organized  for  the  overthrow  of  our  Govern- 
ment. He  did  so.  He  was  initiated  into  tile  society  in  Randolph 
County,  Ala.,  by  William  Kent,  of  that  counl^,  known  to  be  disloyal. 
He  saw  the  obligation,  herewith  filed,  m^ked  Exhibit  A,*  and  said 
it  was  the  obligation  of  the  society.  The  fourth  point  in  the  obliga- 
tion he  could  not  recollect.    He  stated  to  Mr.  Hill  that  their  object 
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was,  as  soon  as  their  strength  would  admit,  to  commence  hostilities 
against  the  Home  Guards  (county  reserve)  and  secessionists.  J.  Fatk- 
ner  states  that  he  showed  Burke  what  purx>orted  to  be  a  copy  of  the 
oath  or  obligation  of  the  order,  or  a  part  of  it,  and  that  after  Barke 
joined  he  stated  that  the  paperwascorrect  as  far  asit  went,  but  did  not 
contain  all  the  obligation.  (Exhibit  A,  hereto  appended,  is  the  copy.) 
Said  Falkner  states,  from  the  best  information  he  can  get  from  Burke 
and  other  sources,  that  the  object  of  the  society  is  twofold — 

First.  The  o^iuiization  of  a  political  party  opposed  to  the  present 
Government. 

Second.  By  means  of  getting  a  majority  of  the  people  at  home 
committed  to  them,  and  as  many  of  the  soldiers  as  possible,  to  either 
overturn  the  present  Government  or,  by  opposing  and  refusing  to 
snpport  it,  to  comx>el  the  present  Government  to  make  peace  on  such 
terms  as  can  be  obtained,  let  them  be  what  they  may. 

The  grip  of  the  order  is  given  by  taking  hold  of  the  hand  as  usual 
in  shaking  hands,  only  the  thumb  is  turned  with  the  side  Instead  of 
the  ball  to  the  back  of  the  hand,  when  the  following  dialogue  ensues: 
"What  is  that?"  "A  grip."  "A  grip  of  what?"  "A  constitutional 
peace  grip."  **Ha8  itaname?"  "Ithas."  "Will  you  give  itto  me?" 
"I  did  not  so  receive  it,  neither  can  I  so  impart  it."  "How  will  you 
impart  it?"  "I  will  letter  it  with  you."  "Letter  it  and  begin." 
"Begin  you."  "No;  you  begin."  "Begin  you."  They  then  spell 
Uie  word  peace  by  calling  a  letter  alternately,  beginning  with  any 
letter  except  the  first.  This  is  the  password.  The  ordinary  signs  of 
recognition  are  given  as  follows:  'Die  party  giving  the  sign  takes  up 
a  stick  or  something  of  the  kind  in  his  bands,  holding  it  in  both  in 
front  of  the  body  and  carelessly  throwing  it  to  the  right,  using  both 
hands.  This  is  to  be  recognized  by  putting  the  right  hand  to  the 
lock  of  the  hair  on  the  right  side  of  the  head  as  if  pulling  off  some- 
thing and  throwing  it  to  the  right.  Another  sign  consists  in  tapping 
three  times  on  the  toe  of  the  right  foot  with  a  switch  or  stick  and 
then  waving  it  to  the  right.  Another  sign  consists  in  taking  a 
switch,  stick,  or  whip  and  setting  it  on  the  right  thigh  and  then  lean- 
ing it  to  the  right.  The  sign  to  be  given  by  the  soldier  on  the  battle- 
field is  hy  the  soldier  carrying  his  gun  with  the  muzzle  inclined  to  the 
right,  or  an  officer  curies  his  sword  with  the  point  inclined  to  the 
right,  and  if  on  horseback,  with  the  hilt  resting  on  the  thigh.  The 
sign  of  distress  is  given  by  extending  the  right  hand  horizontally 
and  tlten  bringing  it  down  by  three  distinct  motions ;  or,  if  the  sign 
cannot  be  given,  then  the  words  "  Oh,  Washington ! "  are  substituted 
for  it.  An  expression  used  as  a  means  of  recognition  is,  "I  dreamed 
that  the  boys  are  all  coming  home." 

In  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Hill  two-thirds  of  Randolph  County  are  mem- 
bers of  the  society;  Colonel  Falkner  thinks  a  majority.  Lieut.  Col. 
E.  B.  Smith,  commandant  of  the  reserves  of  Randolph  County,  is  a 
member;  R.  S.  Heflin,  ex-State  senator  and  now  a  lawyer  of  that 
county;  Dr.  R.  L.  Robertson,  also  a  prominent  Methodist  preacher; 
W.  W.  Dobson,  a  justice  of  the  peace;  William  Kent,  an  influential 
citizen  and  one  of  thepromuient  officers  of  the  order;  David  A.  Perry- 
man,  late  enrolling  officer  and  a  justice  of  the  peace;  Capt.  William 
T.  Smith,  now  at  DemopoliB  commanding  a  company  raised  for  con- 
scr^t  duty,  and  a  large  number  of  other  citizens  of  I^ndolph  County 
are  members  of  the  order.  Colonel  Falkner  has  been  informed  and 
believee  that  Henry  W.  Armstrong  and  A.  A.  West,  the  two  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  from  that  county,  are  members  of  the  order. 
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Mr.  Barke  said  that  Lieut.  N.  B.  D.  Armon,  the  district  enrolling 
officer  at  Talladega,  is  a  member.  Mr.  Hill  states  that  about  the  1st 
of  April  last  he,  as  an  officer  of  the  reserves,  ari-eated  T.  J.  Penning- 
ton, a  deserter  from^  the  Army,  with  a  forged  furlough,  sent  him  to 
the  conscript  camp  at  Talladega,  and  that  Pennington  (a  niemiier  of 
the  order)  gave  the  sign,  and  that  a  lieutenant  vouched  for  him,  and 
he  was  thereupon  released,  and  got  back  to  the  county  as  .soon  as 
those  who  carried  him  to  Talladega.  He  has  not  since  lieen  hoait) 
from.  Mr.  Burke  also  stated  that  the  Board  of  Surgeons  at  Talladega 
on  the  1st  of  April  were  membei-s.  Colonel  Falkuer  lias  learned 
through  Burke  that  L.  E.  Parsons,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Talladega, 
is  a  member.  L.  McKee,  a  most  prominent  member  of  the  oMcr,  told 
Burke  that  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge  was  lost  and  the  sun-ondor 
of  Vicksburg  was  occasioned  by  the  order.  Burke  also  learned  from 
the  members  of  the  order  that  Colonel  Hannou  (Army  of  Tennessee) 
and  a  lai^e  portion  of  his  regiment  were  members  of  the  order;  that 
Captain  Hannon,  of  same  regiment,  and  most  of  his  men  were  mem- 
bers of  the  order.  The  names  of  the  members  of  the  order  as  alwve 
furnished  are  given  by  Burke  and  Capt.  M.  D.  Robinson,  the  enroll- 
ing officers  of  the  county.  Both  Colonel  F.  and  Mr.  Hill  believe  it  to 
be  correct,  from  what  they  know  of  the  men. 


His  Excellency  H.  W.  Allen: 

Sir:  At  the  time  of  Colonel  Sandidge's  departure  for  Richmond  the 
enemy  were  moving  so  as  [to]  envelop  this  section  of  the  country, 
and  not  being  able  to  foresee  the  result  of  these  movements,  I  did 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  proceed  to  Richmond  with  Colonel  S.  I,  how- 
ever, wrote  to  the  President  a  communication  in  which  the  following 
subjects  were  fully  and  forcibly  placed  under  his  consideration,  to  wit: 

First.  The  appointments  of  commissioners  to  audit  and  pay  the 
claims  of  our  citizens  for  forage,  subsistence,  transportation,  properly, 
&c.t  impressed  (whether  legally  or  not)  for  Government  use. 

Second.  The  grossly  illegal  manner  in  which  impressments  have 
been  made  in  this  State,  and  the  great  abuses  of  private  property  by 
Confederate  officers. 

Third.  The  high-handed  and  lawless  manner  in  which  Confederate 
officers  have  violated  and  are  still  violating  the  rights  of .  persons 
and  things  in  this  State. 

Each  one  of  these  subjects  was  fully  and  strongly  placed  before 
the  consideration  of  the  President,  and  will  be  as  efficient  in  provok- 
ing the  application  of  the  necessary  remedy  as  a  personal  interview- 
would  have  been,  and  perhaps  more. 

If  Colonel  Sandidge  should  need  my  presence  he  will  telegraph  to 
me.  Your  letter  accrediting  me  to  Richmond  limited  my  authority  to 
the  matter  of  the  negotiation  of  the  bonds;  but  under  the  general 
terms  of  the  credentials  in  the  hands  of  Colonel  S.,  I  presumed  to 
speak  at  large,  and  very  plainly,  in  reference  to  the  gigantic  abuses 
of  power  by  inferior  ofScers,  which  are  in  derogation  of  and  insult- 
ing to  the  authority  and  dignity  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  which 
are  not  demanded  by  any  exigency  of  public  safety  or  general  suc- 
cess. I  should,  perhaps,  send  you  the  original  communication,  that 
you  might  judge  whether  my  expressions  have  transcended  your 


JEFFERSON  FALKNER. 
ABNEB  R.  HILL. 
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wishes  or  your  views.  The  evils  are  enormous^  and  demand  prompt 
and  effective  correction.  The  lives,  liberties,  and  property  of  our  cit- 
izens are  disposed  of  with  the  same  facility  of  suboi^inate  military 
officers  as  if  each  of  them  was  a  hereditary  despot  in  the  district  or 
department  assigned  to  his  command.  Citizens  of  this  State  are  taken, 
conveyed  into  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  executed  without  trial, 
civil  or  military.  Six  or  eight  have  suffered  death  by  the  peremptory 
orders  of  Colonel  Dillon.  I  believe  the  Constitution  of  the  country 
provides  that  "all  prosecutions  shall  be  by  indictment  or  informa- 
tion;" that  **the  accused  shall  be  entitled  to  a  speedy  trial  before  an 
impartial  jury  of  the  vicinage,"  and  that  *'  he  shall  have  the  right  to 
be  confronted  with  his  accuser  and  with  the  witnesses  against  him." 
1  believe  that  the  authority  of  the  State  and  the  guardianship  of  her 
tribunals  over  the  rights  and  immunities  of  her  people  is  original  and 
reserved,  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  by  what  authority  any  military 
commander  of  whatever  grade,  from  the  President  to  the  corporal, 
assumes  to  annul  these  great  conservative  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion; to  move  across  the  lines  of  State  sovereignty  as  if  they  did  not 
exist,  and  by  simple  military  orders  to  deprive  our  citizens  of  life. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  in  what  article  of  the  Confederate  Constitu- 
tion the  power  is  lodged  which  authorizes  the  military  power  of  the 
country  to  try  and  punish  offenses  committed  by  citizens  or  persons 
not  enrolled  in  the  Army  and  Navy.  The  pretext,  I  believe,  is  that 
the  civil  tribunals  are  too  slow;  they  are  neither  sufficiently  fast  nor 
reckless  for  the  purposes  and  wishes  of  many  military  commanders, 
who  are  neither  the  wisest  nor  the  purest  men  which  the  country 
affords.  This  invasion  of  the  just  and  constitutional  authority  of  the 
civil  and  criminal  tribunals  of  the  country  is  a  common  portent  of 
revolution;  is  the  premonition  of  civil  decay  and  political  anarchy, 
and  calls  for  the  most  sleepless  vigilance  from  the  mind  of  Your  Excel- 
lency. Private  property  is  subjected  to  the  same  abuses,  and  exhibits 
a  field  for  deep  reflection  and  prompt  action  by  the  authority  of  the 
State.  Property  of  citizens  of  the  State  is  taken  by  military  seizure, 
carried  out  of  the  State,  and  under  the  pretext  of  confiscation  is 
tnmed  over  to  the  quartermaster  and  consumed  without  any  previous 
conviction  of  the  owner  for  having  violated  the  laws  either  of  the 
State  or  of  the  Confederate  Government,  and  without  any  action  od  rem 
to  procure  the  legal  condemnation  of  the  property.  The  constitution 
of  the  State,  her  jurisprudence,  her  tribunals,  her  original  and  undel- 
egated custodianship  over  the  civil  rights  of  her  citizens,  her  territo- 
rial lines,  are  all  set  aside  and  annulled  by  a  military  proceeding 
which  has  no  use  or  respect  for  one  nor  the  other.  The  evil  here 
strikes  deeper  than  the  mere  loss  of  property.  It  is  the  loss  of  prin- 
ciples, the  redintegration  of  which  may  excite  a  bloodier  revolution 
than  the  present.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  military  men  cannot  keep 
in  view  the  great  cardinal  principles  of  our  Government,  and  preserve 
the  harmony  of  its  structure  and  action,  even  through  the  convul- 
sions of  war.  There  is  no  want  of  possibility,  and  the  intelligent  and 
upright  mind  can  exercise  all  the  necessary  and  proper  powers  of  the 
military  commander  without  invading  in  the  slightest  particular  the 
joat  and  peculiar  province  of  the  civil  power.  The  evil  results  from 
the  ignorance  and  recklessness  of  men  in  military  power,  who  at  once 
imagine  themselves  to  be  the  exclusive  and  absolute  authority  in  the 
district  assigned  to  their  command  over  all  questions  of  property, 
liberty,  or  life^  and  the  idea  that  such  authority  is  restrained  by  any 
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considerations  of  State  jurisdiction  or  State  sovereignty  is  received 
with  oxwn  and  violent  contempt.  How  far  these  things  may  have 
passed  under  your  own  observation,  and  may  have  excited  your  offi- 
cial solicitude  for  the  dignity  of  the  State  and  the  immunities  of  her  i 
citizens,  I  am  not  able  to  say.  Doubtless  you  have  seen  enough  to 
induce  the  conviction  that  the  evil  is  not  only  enormous,  but  dange^ 
ous,  and  to  inspire  your  mind  with  the  determinaticm  that  it  must  be ; 
checked.  i 

Major  CorkeiTi  is  proceeding  slowly  with  the  organizatioa  of  the 
State  troops.  A  few  days  since  an  order  was  issu^  by.  the  provo8^ 
marahal-general  of  the  district  annulling  the  State  organization  and 
forbidding  enlistment  in  its  ranks. 

Major  Corkem  is  proceeding,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  strictly  accordiiig 
to  law.  He  came  to  me  for  advice,  and  my  advice  was  to  disre^rd  all 
such  orders,  maintain  his  organization,  and  proceed  to  conipleteit 
according  to  law  and  the  orders  reoeived  from  you;  tliat  whether  the 
State  had  the  right  and  power  to  form  troops  of  her  own  out  of  any  j 
material  she  pleased  was  not  a  question  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  order 
of  a  provost-marshal  or  any  other  military  officer  in  the  Confederate 
service.  It  was  a  question  to  be  settled  in  the  event  of  any  difference 
between  the  Governor  of  the  State  and  the  President.  He  will  stick 
to  his  position — he  apjwars  to  be  one  of  the  sticking  kind — Uid  I  an 
glad  of  it. 

We  are  rejoiced  to  hear  of  the  brilliant  success  of  our  arms  on 
Red  Biver.  Wo  may  hope  that  great  and  happy  results  will  flow 
from  it,  and  that  this  miserable  abolition  spawning  of  which  HahD 
is  the  appropriate  head  may  no  longer  disgrace  the  soil  and  character 
of  the  State.  The  craving  out  of  that  dirty  thing  is  a  result  most 
devoutly  to  be  wished,  and  the  power  onoe  in  our  hands,  its  very 
root  should  be  extirpated  from  the  land.  Not  a  man  should  be  suf- 
fered to  breathe  the  air  of  our  State  who  would  avail  himself  of  Uie 
hours  of  her  misfortune  to  assassinate  her  civil  and  political  life.  We 
may  be  thankful  that  they  have  all  marked  themselves  for  retribution, 
and  when  the  authority  of  the  State  shall  re-enter  its  wonted  field  the 
purgation  will  be  prompt  and  thorough. 

We  have  the  rumor  hero  that  Texada  and  Elgee  liave  taken  the  oatli 
to  the  United  States  Government.  I  cannot  believe  tliat  it  be  true. 
Is  it  possible  ? 

I  should  like  to  be  in  the  field  again;  and  if  I  was  with  the  proper 
command  I  could  i-ender  great  service  to  the  country  in  this  district 
I  know  all  the  country  intimately.  I  know  the  people,  and  can  drav 
them  into  the  service  and  retain  them.  I  could  introduce  and  nuun- 
tain  both  military  and  civil  order  here;  could  annoy  the  enemy  and 
defend  the  country.  The  people  and  the  soldiery  frcnn  the  river  to  the{ 
lakes  desire  it,  and  I  am  ready  and  willing  to  undertake  it.  I  sup- 
pose, however,  that  Mr.  Davis  would  consider  it  a  personal  favor  to 
me  to  grant  me  such  a  command,  and  consequently  would  not  do  so. 
I  have  no  personal  ambition  to  gratify  in  the  matter,  but  am  simplv 
willing  to  assume  the  position  as  a  matter  of  public  duty.  If  the  ide« 
meets  your  concurrence,  and  you  are  of  opinion  that  my  services 
would  be  of  any  value  to  the  State  and  to  the  Confederacy,  I  commit| 
myself  to  your  hands,  to  do  as  yoa  may  think  best.  I  should  be  glad 
to  hear  from  you  if  convenient  by  the  return  of  Mr.  Gayle. 
Very  truly,  youi-s, 


PRESTON  POND,  Jb. 
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Brussels,  May  IS64. 


His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States  of  America: 

Mr.  President:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  letter 
which  His  Holiness  Pope  Pius  IX  addressed  to  Your  Excellency  on 
the  3d  of  December  last.  Mr.  W.  Jefferson  Buchanan  has  obligingly 
undertaken  its  conveyance  and  will  deliver  it  in^rson. 

This  letter  will  grace  the  archives  of  the  Executive  OCQce  in  all 
coming  time.  It  will  live  forever  in  story  as  the  production  of  the 
first  potentate  who  formally  recc^nized  your  official  position  and 
accorded  to  one  of  the  diplomatic  representatives  of  the  Confederate 
States  an  audience  in  an  established  court  palace,  like  that  of  St. 
James  or  the  Tnileries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  distinguished  consideration, 
Toor  £xoellency*s  obedient  servant. 


Illustrious  and  Honorable  Sir:  Health!  We  have  received 
with  all  fitting  kindness  the  gentlemen  sent  by  Your  Excellency  to 
deliver  us  your  letters  bearing  date  the  23d  of  September  last.  We 
certunly  experienced  no  small  pleasure  when  we  learned  from  the 
same  gentlemen  and  the  letters  of  Your  ExceUen(^  with  what  emo- 
tions of  joy  and  gratitude  toward  us  you  were  affected,  illustrious 
and  honorable  sir,  when  yon  were  first  made  acquainted  with  our 
letters  to  those  reverend  brethren,  John,  archbishop  of  New  York, 
and  John,  archbishop  of  New  Orleans,  written  on  the  18th  of  Octo- 
ber of  last  year,  in  which  we  again  and  again  urged  and  exhorted  the 
same  reverend  brethren  that,  as  behooved  their  distinguished  piety 
and  their  episcopal  charge,  they  should  most  zealously  xise  every  effort 
in  our  name  also,  to  bring  to  an  end  the  fatal  civil  war  that  had  arisen 
in  those  regions,  and  that  those  people  of  America  might  at  length 
attain  mutual  peace  and  concord,  and  be  united  in  mutual  charity. 
And  very  grateful  was  it  to  us,  illustrious  and  honorable  sir,  to  per- 
ceive that  yon  and  those  people  were  animated  with  the  same  feelings 
of  peace  and  tranquillity  which  we  so  earnestly  inculcated  in  the  let- 
ters mentioned  as  having  been  addressed  to  the  aforesaid  reverend 
brethren.  And  would  that  other  people  also  of  those  regions,  and 
their  rulers,  seriously  considering  how  grievous  and  mournful  a  thing 
is  intestine  war,  would  be  pleased  with  tranquil  minds  to  embrace 
and  enter  upon  counsels  of  peace.  We  indeed  shall  not  cease  with 
most  fervent  prayers  to  beseech  and  pray  God,  the  omnipotent  and 
all-good,  to  pour  out  the  spirit  of  Christian  charity  and  peace  upon 
all  those  people  of  America  and  deliver  them  from  the  evils  so  great 
with  which  they  are  afQicted. 

And  of  the  most  merciful  Lord  of  compassion  himself,  we  likewise 
pray  that  He  may  illumine  Your  Excellency  with  the  light  of  His 
grace,  and  may  conjoin  you  in  jwrfect  love  with  ourself. 

Given  at  Rome,  at  St.  Peter's,  December  3d,  in  the  year  1B63,  and 
of  our  Pontificate  the  eighteenth. 


*  This  translatioa  was  obtained  from  the  U.  S.  Treasury  Department,  in  which 
die  original,  in  liatin,  is  on  file. 

26  R  R— «BBnC8  lY,  VOL  HI 


A.  DUliLEy  MANN. 


[Incloaare.*] 


PIUS  NINTH— POPE. 


PIUS  P.  P.  IX. 
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CntcuiiAB )  War  Dkpabtment,  Surgeon-General'8  Office, 
No.  8.    J  Eichmond,  Va.,  May  9, 186^, 

I.  Medical  directors  will  instruct  the  medical  officers  that  in  all 
cases  requiring  surgical  interference  in  which  no  serious  risk  to  life 
is  incurred  by  such  action,  they  have  the  power  (in  the  opinion  of 
this  office,  sustained  by  the  approval  of  tJie  Secretary  of  War)  to 
compel  submission  to  surgical  operations.  This  opinion  is  expressed 
with  the  full  appreciation  of  the  mutual  obligations  resting  upon  the 
soldier  and  the  service,  and  with  the  intention  of  securing  the  mutual 
advantages  equally  derived  from  a  just  fulfillment  of  these  obliga- 
tions. The  power  vested  in  the  medical  officer  should  be  exercised 
firmly,  yet  with  due  delicacy  and  caution. 

******* 

III.  In  view  of  their  intrinsic  value  and  of  economy  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  also  (be  impracticability  of  procuring  sufficient  supplies 
of  medicines  from  tibn»id,  medical  officers  are  again  urged  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  resources  of  our  native  materia  medica  by  the 
employment  of  such  indigenous  remedies  as  have  been  prepared  for 
issue  by  purveyors,  or  as  may  be  found  growing  in  proximity  to  every 
hospital  and  station. 

******* 

SAMUEL  PRESTON  MOORE, 

Surgeon- General  C.  8.  Army. 

(To  Medical  Directors  in  the  Field  and  Hospitals.) 


Executive  Department, 
MiUedgeviUe,  May  9,  1864. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

Richmond  : 

I  have  purchased  30,{XX)  soldiers'  blankets  for  the  State  of  Georgia 
now  in  the  islands,  and  have  to  send  out  cotton  to  pay  for  them. 
The  steamer  Little  Ada,  chartered  by  the  State^  has  been  loaded  for 
three  weeks  with  about  300  bales  of  cotton,  ready  for  sea.  She  lies 
thirty  miles  from  Charleston.  I  ask  clearance  for  her  to  go  out  now, 
while  we  have  dark  nights.  She  is  detained  at  heavy  expense  to  the 
State.    I  solicit  an  early  reply. 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN. 


Office  Oohmissary-Gbneral  of  Subsistence, 

Biehmondy.  Va.,  May  10, 1864. 

Commissary-General  : 

The  inclosed  ai-e  a  letter  by  M.  L.  Bonham,  Governor  of  South 
Carolina,  covering  four  papers  of  complaint,  and  a  letter  by  Major 
Guerin,  covering  the  reports  by  Major  Trout  and  Captains  Means  and 
Conner  relative  to  the  matters  complained  of,  which  are  respectfully 
submitted  with  the  following  suggestions,  viz: 

With  regard  to  the  general  tenor  of  these  complaints  this  Bureau 
may  properly  refer  to  the  paper  of  investigation  submitted  by  it  16tb  of 
December  last  relative  to  certain  complaints  laid  before  the  Secretary 
of  War  by  Governor  Bonham.  In  that  paper  the  view  was  entertained 
and  expressed — 

That  it  is  when  the  impressing  a^nts  detect  and  seize  the  stores  of  these  apeca- 
lators  and  those  in  the  hands  of  illiberal  producers,  which  are  either  being  held 
by  tbem  for  tiie  appreciation  in  prices  or  are  latently  wending  their  way  to  the 
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DUrketB  to  Beonre  their  already  extntTagant  rates,  that  these  (xmii^ntB,  urged 
as  they  are  by  theee  adf-aerviog  parties,  come  teeming  in. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  coDceive  of  a  batch  of  complaints  with  a 
development  of  facts  in  regard  to  the  complainants  which  would  more 
aptly  illustrate  and  verify  the  above-quoted  view  than  this  under 
consideration.  Mr.  Mark  E.  Cooper,  being  an  agent  of  the  Navy 
Department,  is  not  responsible  to  this  Bureau,  yet  he  submits  a  report 
through  Captain  Means,  which  the  latter  so  indorses  as  to  render  it 
of  undoubted  veracity;  and  from  his  report  it  appears  that  Montague's 
property  has  not  been  impressed,  but  his  feelings  have  been  so  much 
disturbed  in  consequence  of  the  interruption  of  his  schemes  for  spec- 
ulation that  he  has  given  vent  to  his  rage  by  an  expressed  apprehen- 
sion of  an  insurrection  by  the  people.  Robertson  and  Rutland  both 
evince  (according  to  Major  Trout's  showing)  considerable  illiberality 
and  unwillingness  to  aid  properly  in  supplying  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, although  the  latter  ui^es  no  complaint  for  himself.  The 
former  (Mr.  Robertson),  it  appears,  made  his  own  selection  (from  his 
herd  of  twenty-odd  cattle)  of  the  two  cows  for  the  impressment  of 
which  he  complains;  and  this  selection,  too,  seems  to  have  been  made 
contrary  to  the  suggestions  of  the  impressing  agent  and  the  advice  of 
his  friend.  Moreover,  Mr.  Myers,  the  agent,  reports  to  Major  Trout 
that  he  has  never  carried  out  the  impressment  in  this  case,  nor  had 
any  cattle  whatever  from  John  E.  Robertson.  Indeed,  these  com- 
plaints and  this  revelation  of  the  complainant's  conduct  in  the  prem- 
ise are  of  a  character  not  very  creditable  to  the  latter,  to  say  the 
least  of  it.  With  regard  to  the  circulars  or  notices  of  impressment 
here  questioned,  this  Bureau  may,  in  justice  to  itself,  submit  a  refer- 
ence to  the  indorsement  by  it  of  16th  January  last  on  the  letter  by 
the  Hon.  A,  P.  Aldrich,  inclosing  notice  served  on  J.  J.  Brabham,  Ac, 
the  concluding  sentence  of  which  indorsement  was  as  follows,  viz: 

It  iB  requested  that  the  W  ar  Department  cause  a  form  of  impressment  notice  to 
be  drawn  up,  so  tliat  all  may  be  uniform. 

Major  Trout  is  certainly  well  protected  against  the  charge  of  willful 
or  gross  misconduct  in  the  use  of  his  circular  or  impressment  notice, 
first,  because  it  is  the  production  of  Senator  Orr;  and  secondly, 
because  this  notice  seems  to  have  been  well  sustained  by  the  law  and 
orders  as  they  then  stood,  and  the  notice  used  by  Mr.  Heriot  seems  to 
have  been  equally  well  sustained  by  them  at  that  time  also. 

Now,  while  this  Bureau  recognizes  in  the  law  and  orders  a  grant  of 
power  to  the  officer  (when  ordered  to  impress)  of  a  discretional  charac- 
ter as  to  the  amount  he  may  impress  from  each  individual  of  the  arti- 
cle required,  limit«d  only  by  the  exempting  clauses  in  the  law  and 
orders  and  by  the  decision  of  the  appraisers  as  to  the  quantity  to  be 
exempted,  yet  it  does  not  fully  approve  in  its  officers  any  s^ratem  of 
tithing  by  impressment  which  is  not  controlled  by  the  circumstances 
in  each  case.  This  Bureau  had  already  at  the  time  the  within  reports 
were  called  for  instructed  these  officers  through  Major  Guerin  that 
"it  is  not  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  procuring  its  supplies  to 
destroy  breeding  stock,  but  to  draw  from  the  surplus  of  that  which  is 
fit  and  designed  for  consumption." 

In  reply  to  the  view  taken  by  Governor  Bonham  that  "the  people 
of  the  towns  and  cities,  many  of  them  refugees,  Ac, are  absolutely  in 
want  of  the  nec^saries  of  life,  and  the  reason  is  that  these  circulars 
have  deterred  many  citizens  from  selling,"  Ac,  it  is  proper  to  say 
that  the  law  makes  such  exemptions  from  seizures  as  in  the  wis- 
dom of  the  legislators  were  thought  Buffi<uent  to  enable  the  citizens  to 
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hold  their  neoesBaiy  supplies,  which  provision,  together  with  that  con- 
tained in  General  Orders,  No.  144,  series  1863,  is,  it  would  seem,  amply 
sufficient  and  cannot  be  augmented  without  dangerously  relaxing 
the  entire  system  of  impressment,  so  indispensable  at  this  time  as  a 
means  to  aid  in  the  procurement  of  army  supplies. 

Further,  in  vindication  of  these  officers  it  does  not  appear  from  the 
within  papers  that  the  above  provisions  have  been  denied  by  any  of 
them  to  the  citizens.  It  is  also  respectfully  submitted  that  the  offi- 
cers and  agents  for  impressing  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina  have  (so 
far  as  this  Bureau  is  advised)  done  as  much  to  palliate  and  as  little  to 
harass  the  citizens  under  the  onerous  consequences  of  impressment 
in  that  as  in  any  other  State  in  the  Confederate  States. 

Therefore,  that  the  officers  here  charged-  should  receive  no  addi- 
tional admonition  whatever,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  F.  EDWARDS, 
Captain  and  AssisiarU  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 

[  Indonemen  t.  ] 

Approved  and  respectiuUy  forwarded,  with  the  recommendation 
that  copies  of  Major  Trout's  paper  and  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Myers  be 
furnished  to  Governor  Bonham  for  his  attention,  as  furnishing  matter 
for  executive  animadversion.  This  Bureau  believes  that  sul^istence 
is  more  than  usually  abundant  in  South  Carolina  this  year,  and  that 
there  is  not  much  danger  of  suffering,  as  supposed. 

L.  B.  NORTHROR 

Commissary-  Cfeneral. 

[iDckMure  No.  1-1 

Statb  of  Soxtth  Cabouna,  EXECUnTE  Dbpaktuent, 

Colvmhia,  March  2,  1864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Skddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmondy  Va.: 

SiB:  Inclosed  I  send  you  copies  of  a  circular  served  upon  many  cit- 
izens by  Major  Trout,  one  by  Captain  Heriot,  and  copies  of  com- 
munications from  citizens  of  this  State,  C.  Montague  and  John  E. 
Robertson,  one  under  oath;  also  a  printed  slip  by  J.  S.  Hair,  an  agent 
of  the  Government.  These  affoi-d  illustrations  of  the  complaints 
made  by  many  citizens.  You  will  perceive  that  Major  Trout  forbids 
the  removal  or  disposal  of  the  surplus  at  the  peril  of  the  owner,  and 
Captain  Heriot  also  forbids  its  removal  or  transfer.  The  effect  of 
this  course  of  conduct  has  been  that  the  poor  of  the  country,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  towns  and  cities,  many  of  them  refugees  from  States  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  and  from  our  own  sea-coast,  are  absolutely 
in  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  which  can  only  be  purchased  at 
ruinous  rates;  and  the  reason  is  that  these  circulars  have  deterred 
many  citizens  from  selling  a  bushel  of  meal  or  flour  to  the  needy  at 
home,  and  from  bringing  it  to  the  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  through 
apprehension  of  interference  by  impressing  officers.  The  slip  pub- 
lished by  J.  S.  Hair,  agent,  is  one  of  many  of  the  same  kind,  showing 
that  the  €K>vemment  is  unable  to  provide  depots  for  the  tax  in  kind 
or  to  transport  it.  It  is  not  improbable  that  one-half  of  the  tax  in 
kind  in  South  Carolina  yet  reniains  to  be  disposed  of  by  Government, 
and  yet  yon  will  see  by  these  papers  that  the  agents  are  either  taking 
grain  to  send  elsewhere  or  compelling  the  citizens  to  withhold  it  from 
the  non-producers,  refugees,  and  the  poor.  The  attorney-general 
has  given  the  opinion  that  *'the  service  of  this  circular  cannot  be 
supposed  to  act  as  a  lieu  on  the  property  of  the  person  to  whom  it  is 
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addressed,  and  the  threat  of  personal  peril  arising  from  the  disregard 
of  a  general  notice  of  this  character  is  not,  I  think,  authorized  by  the 
act." 

]  call  yonr  attention  further  to  the  matter  mentioned  in  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Rohiertson  that  stock  cattle — cows  with  calf — are  being 
impressed.  I  have  heard  of  similar  cases.  I  have  desired  to  avoid 
even  the  appearance  of  a  conflict  with  the  Confederate  Government, 
and  have  therefore  at>stained  from  making  any  publication  to  the 
people  of  this  opinion  of  the  attorney-general,  as  desired  by  resolu- 
tions of  the  House  of  Representatives  herewith  inclosed,  and  of  their 
rights,  but  prefer  first  to  ask  you  to  require  these  agents  to  undo  the 
mischief  they  are  working.  The  surplus  products  of  the  country 
abov«  its  absolute  vrants  cannot  get  out  of  the  Confederacy  and  will 
not  be  destroyed,  so  that  when  the  Government  shall  have  transported 
its  tax  in  kind  to  where  it  is  needed  it  will  still  be  able  to  find  this 
surplus,  and  most  probably  in  the  hands  of  those  who  above  all  others 
should  feel  the  operations  of  the  law  of  impressment.  I  ask  your 
early  attention  to  this  subject. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L,  BONHAM. 

[Snb-InckMure  Ho.  1.] 

Subsistence  Department, 

CheatervUle,  S.  C,  December  J%  286S. 

J.  M.  Rutland, 

Executor: 

Sir:  As  division  commissary  for  this  district  I  desire  to  purchase 
all  the  produce  now  in  your  possession,  amounting,  as  I  am  informed, 
to  cattle,  hogs,  wheat,  flour,  bacon,  sirup,  &c.  I  am  authorized  to 
pay  you  the  prices  fixed  by  the  commissioners  of  South  Carolina  for 
the  same,  and  will  pay  in  currency  at  my  office.  Upon  yonr  refusal 
or  declining  to  accept  the  above  offer,  the  emergency  of  the  Army 
and  my  instructions  from  M^or  Guerin,  chief  commissary  of  South 
Carolina,  require  that  I  should  impress  the  same,  which  I  hereby  do, 
except  the  necessary  supplies  for  your  consumption.  If  yon  decline 
to  accept,  yon  are  also  notified  that  any  effort  to  remove  or  dispose 
of  the  same  will  be  at  your  peril.  Should  you  decline  to  sell  as  pro- 
posed in  paragraph  7,  then,  upon  your  making  affidavit  that  the  above 
is  the  growth  and  produce  of  your  farm,  you  will  immediately  select 
one  loyal  citizen  and  I  will  select  another,  and  in  the  event  of  their 
disagreeing  then  they  will  select  an  umpire,  and  after  being  duly 
sworn  shall  assess  just  compensation  for  the  aforesaid.  If  you  have 
not  grown,  raised,  or  produced  the  same  for  family  use  (which  you 
must  also  verify  by  affidavit)  then  you  shall  be  paid  for  the  same  3S 
cents  net  for  beef,  40  cents  per  pound  gross  for  hogs,  sheep  $15  per 
head,  it  being  the  prices  given  by  the  commissioners  of  South  Caro- 
lina under  the  fifth  sectior.  of  the  impressment  act. 
Respectfully,  &c.y 

T.  B.  TROUT, 

Major  and  Division  Commissary, 

[Sab-inolotars  Ko.  2.] 

Sumter,  January  16,  I864. 

Mr.  James  Caldwell, 

Stateshurg^  8.  C: 
Sir:  I  propose  to  purchase  in  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  the  sorghum  molasses  and  surplus  com,  bacon,  lard,  and 
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gickled  beef  now  on  yonr  hands  belonging  to  yourself  or  others,  and 
ereby  offer  you  for  the  molasses  $4  per  gallon ;  com,  $2. 50  per  bushel ; 
bacon  sides,  tl;  hams,  90  cents;  shoulders,  85  cents;  lard,  II;  and 
pickled  beef,  00  cents  per  poand,  in  currency.   Should  yon  decline 
the  price  offered,  I  will  be  obliged  to  impress  the  said  property;  in 
which  case  compensation  will  be  made  according  to  the  act  of  Congress  j 
for  the  regulation  of  impressments.    This  is  snfficient  notice  under  | 
the  act  to  bind  the  said  property  until  the  completion  of  the  negotia-  j 
tion,  BO  that  there  can  be  no  removal  or  transfer  of  the  sune.  j 


His  Excellency  the  Governor  op  Soxjth  Carolina: 

The  affidavit  of  the  subscriber  showeth  that,  having  been  in  Union 
District  last  week,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  food  for  his  own  and 
other  families  of  the  city  of  Columbia,  he  was  informed  by  various 
planters  of  the  district  that  a  certain  man,  purporting  to  be  acting  by 
the  authority  of  the  Confederate  States,  by  the  name  of  McClure,  had 
seized  or  notified  them  that  if  they  would  not  sell  him  their  wheat 
that  he  would  take  it;  that  he  left,  and  another  young,  heart}',  stoat- 
looking  man,  by  the  name  of  Cooper,  came  to  same  district  in  a 
few  days  to  carry  Mr.  McClure's  plan  into  execution;  that  the  sub- 
scriber received  a  message  from  the  said  Cooper  to  go  and  see  him; 
that  on  Sunday  evening  last  deponent  went  to  see  the  said  Cooper, 
and  that  Cooper  told  deponent  not  to  remove  the  flour  he  had  bought 
and  paid  for  sometime  before  until  he  received  an  affidavit  from  him 
and  the  others  for  whom  he  had  purchased  that  it  was  for  their  own 
use ;  that  deponent  told  him  that  Lincoln  or  the  devil  could  not  devise 
any  better  means  of  breaking  up  this  Confederacy  than  the  plans  he 
told  me  of ;  that  he  came  to  Mr.  John  Long's  lato  last  Sunday  night, 
and  that  Long  told  me  that  Cooper  appointed  him  an  agent,  and  Uiat 
he  was  to  get  $d  a  day  for  acting  while  he  was  absent;  that  this  wheat 
was  to  be  sent  to  Augusta  immediately,  and  then  sent  to  Charleston 
for  the  use  of  the  Navy;  that  Mr.  Long  told  deponent  that  Cooper 
told  him  they  were  also  going  to  take  the  com  and  peas  and  deal 
them  out  to  the  citizens  as  they  needed  them.  These  and  a  great 
many  more  unreasonable  propositions  and  questions  were  asked  the 
subscriber,  one  of  which  was  the  number  of  persons  in  subscriber's 
family,  and  how  long  a  barrel  of  flour  would  last  him;  and  that 
Cooper  told  him  that  negroes  must  not  get  flour ;  that  subscriber  told 
him  he  would  not  get  corn  down  the  road,  and  would  not  let  the 
negroes  perish;  that  Cooper  was  otherwise  impertinent;  that  sub- 
scriber fully  believes  that  if  these  wolves  are  suffered  to  harf»s  the 
country  in  the  way  tney  propose  that  an  insurrection  of  the  citizens 
is  imminent,  and  that  anarchy  will  ensue;  and  that  great  discontent 
prevails  already  and  threats  made  to  withdraw  their  sons  from  the 
Army;  and  when  Cooper  was  told  of  this  by  deponent  that  he  said 
they  would  be  soon  put  down;  that  Mr.  Long  told  deponent  that 
Cooper  said  that  we  did  not  know  what  kind  of  crops  we  were  going 
to  have  next  year,  and  it  was  best  to  store  the  flour,  and  when  Long 
asked  Cooper  what  would  become  of  the  poor,  that  he  answered  that 
they  would  take  care  of  them  themselves. 


[Sab-lnolocora  Ko.  8.] 


Columbia,  January  IS,  I864. 


C.  MONTAGUE. 
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Personally  appeared  before  me  C.  Montague  and  made  oath  that 
the  above  statements  are  trae. 

T.  J.  GOODWYN, 

Magistrate  ex  Officio. 

[Sab-lBOlosiite  Xo.  4.] 

RiDGEWAY,  Fairfield  DtSTRior,  December^  186S. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Bonhah  : 

Dear  Sir:  As  a  citizen  of  this  State  I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform 
you  of  some  of  the  acts  of  the  impressing  agents,  or  sub-agents,  or 
treble  agents,  or  whatever  you  may  nail  them,  as  I  do  not  know  their 
titles.  On  this  day  one  of  Major  Trout's  agents  impressed  two  of  my 
cows  with  calf,  I  protesting  against  it.  I  only  own  twenty-five  head 
of  cattle,  oonaisting  of  cows  and  yearlings.  He  said  he  had  made  it 
his  rule  to  impress  one-tenth  of  all  the  cattle  in  this  neighborhood. 
1  asked  by  what  authority  he  acted.  He  said  he  had  done  so  to  make 
it  equal.  I  asked  him  how  he  knew  there  were  that  many.  His 
answer  was  that  he  knew.  I  told  him  I  objected  because  I  had  no 
beef-cattle,  and  that  I  wanted  to  increase  my  stock.  I  have  eighty 
negroes  or  more  on  my  plantation,  and  that  I  wanted  the  milk;  as  I 
only  had  about  thirty  hogs  to  kill,  as  it  was  cheaper  to  buy  them 
before  the  war  than  to  raise  them,  but  if  the  agents  were  to  go  on  in 
this  way  we  will  have  no  stock  cattle,  and  I  am  afraid  nothing  else. 
1  have  inclosed  you  his  impressment  bill*  on  one  of  my  neighbors. 
I  asked  him  if  he  intended  to  give  me  a  receipt  for  what  he  impressed. 
He  said  no;  but  he  said  he  would  take  a  receipt  from  me  for  the 
money.  I  told  him  he  mast  give  me  a  receipt,  so  as  to  show  the  next 
agent  that  came  along.  If  the  Government  wanted  the  cattle,  or  if  I 
had  any  beef -cattle,  the^  could  have  them,  but  I  did  not  believe  they 
wanted  stock-cattle.  He  said  he  would  impress  all  my  com.  I  told 
him  no;  that  I  had  agreed  to  support  Doctor  Powell  and  family,  con- 
sisting of  twenty-seven  in  white  and  black,  and  four  head  of  stock,  at 
$2  per  bushel ;  and  Doctor  Powell  was  medical  purveyor  of  A.  P. 
HilVs  division,  and  depending  on  me  for  supplies. 

I  have  stated  to  you  the  facts  of  the  case.  I  hope  you  will  inform 
me  how  to  act  in  this  matter.  If  it  is  law  there  will  be  starvation  in 
the  country.  We  are  willing  to  pay  one-tenth  to  the  Government, 
but  nobody  to  receive  it  as  yet.  Ilie  agent  pretends  to  be  acting 
under  some  other  authority.  I  am  very  sorry  to  intrude  on  you  so 
much.    I  will  be  governed  by  your  directions. 

Hoping  you  will  reply  right  off,  I  am,  yours, 

JOHN  B.  BOBEBTSON. 

(Sab-lnolMure  No.  5.] 

Notice. 

There  will  be  no  more  com  received  at  Cbappeirs  Depot  until 
further  notice,  as  there  is  not  room  to  put  it  in. 

J.  S.  HAIR, 
Agerd  for  Oovemment,  CkappeWs  Depot. 

Jaituaby  21,  1864. 

[Snb-lnsfaMan  Ko.  6.] 

1.  Resolved,  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  by  his 
proclamation  to  publish  a  brief  statement  of  the  provisions  of  the 
impressment  law  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  be  prepared  by  or 

*See  Bab-indOBOTe  No.  1,  p.  406. 
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nnder  the  advice  of  the  attorney-general  and  solicitors  of  the  Slate, 
and  that  he  be  requested  to  add  thereto  such  recommendations  to 
the  people  as  he  shall  think  fit  and  proper. 

2.  Resolved,  That  he  be  request^  to  forward  to  our  Representa- 
tives and  Senators  in  Congress  the  wish  of  this  General  Assembly 
that  they  will  urge  upon  the  President  and  other  departments  of  the 
Government  a  prompt  correction  of  the  evils  and  abuses  of  the  system 
of  im{ffessment  as  administered  in  this  State. 

[Inolosnn  Ko.  %,] 

Office  of  Chief  Comhissart, 

CkarUaUmy  April  26,  186J^ 

Col.  L.  B.  NORTHEOP, 

Commissary- Oenercd  of  Subsistence,  Richmond,  Va.: 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  replies  of  Major 
Trout  and  Captains  Means  and  Conner  to  the  several  papers  trans- 
mitted, with  the  letter  of  Capt.  A.  F.  Edwards  of  the  16th  of  March. 
I  have  delayed  sending  these  replies  until  I  should  receive  that  of 
Major  Trout,  which  came  to  hand  last  night. 
Respectful^,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  GUERIN, 

Major  and  Chi^  Commissary. 

[Sub-Inclosan  No.  1.] 

Office  of  Division  Commissary, 

ChesterviUe,  8,  C,  April  16,  1864. 

Maj.  H.  C.  Guerin, 

Commissary  of  Subsistence : 

Major:  The  package  of  papers  referred  to  me  from  your  office 
under  date  of  March  20, 1863  [1864],  has  my  attention.  I  will  simply 
premise  that  the  delay  in  answering  the  complaints  ui)^  against  my 
agents  and  myself  has  been  caused  by  pressing  business  and  having 
no  assistance  in  my  office.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  numbering  the 
papers  so  as  to  answer  more  intelligibly. 

In  answer  to  paper  No.  1,  indorsed  "Major  Trout's  circular,"  I 
simply  inclose  one  of  the  printed  forms  used,  together  with  an  affidavit 
of  Mr.  J.  H.  Devereux  in  relation  to  the  authorship  of  this  notice, 
which  authorship  certainly  led  me  more  readily  to  use  that  form.* 

J?y  paper  No.  2  it  appears  that  Mr.  Robertson  (John  E.)  complains 
of  my  agent  having  impressed  two  of  his  cows  with  calf,  he  protest- 
ing, f  He  likewise  forwards  the  impressment  notice  and  advocates  the 
cause  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Rutland,  executor  of  the  estate  of  Peay,  in  Fair- 
field District.  In  answer  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  attested  statement 
of  Mr.  Franklin  Myers,  my  agent  in  Fairfield  District;  also  hia  letter 
to  me  (a  copy  thereof)  dated  December  18,  1863.  This  letter  will 
exhibit  the  fact  that  the  amount  impressed  from  Mr.  Rutland,  execu- 
tor, was  far  below  the  proportion  adopted  by  Mr.  Myers;  and  I  will 
here  state  that  in  adopting  a  rule  of  this  kind  several  of  my  agents 
were  guided  by  their  own  judgment,  and  did  it  simply  with  a  view  to 
equalize  the  burden  to  the  people.  In  carrying  out  this  rule  some  of 
the  agents  caused  the  cattle  to  be  penned;  then  he  selected  one  head, 
the  next  choice  to  be  given  to  the  Government  being  accorded  to  tJie 
owner  of  the  cattle,  and  so  on  alternately  until  the  one-tenth  was 
exhausted.  The  parties  were,  however,  notified  that  in  case  of  far- 
ther need  another  draft  would  be  made  upon  them. 


*For  affidavit,  see  p.  413. 
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In  relation  to  Mr.  Rutland's  oase,  I  will  state  that  in  the  entire 
Third  Purchasing  Division  of  South  Carolina  he  is  the  only  party  who 
has  fon^  me  to  issue  impressment  paper,  and  in  this  case  I  felt  it 
my  duty  to  proceed;  otherwise  the  people  of  moderate  means  seeing 
a  man  of  wealth  allowed  to  retain  his  cattle,  a  disposition  to  do  the 
same  might  become  general  and  force  me  to  a  general  impressment. 
The  statement  of  John  £.  Robertson  in  regard  to  the  impressment  of 
his  two  cows  with  calf  is  rebutted  by  Mr.  Myers'  sworn  statement, 
and  Mr.  Myers  informs  me  that  he  has  never  carried  out  the  impress- 
ment in  this  case,  nor  had  any  cattle  whatever  from  Mr.  John  £. 
Robertson. 

Paper  No.  3  is  indoraed  "  Copy  of  letter  of  Governor  M.  L.  Bonham, 
Columbiaf  S.  C,  March  2, 1864."*  In  connection  with  this  I  will  pre- 
mise that  while  the  Legislature  was  in  session  I  was  in  Columbia  and 
conversed  with  one  of  the  members  of  that  body,  stating  to  him  the 
mode  of  procedure  adopted  by  me  in  procuring  the  provisions  of  the 
country.  In  answer  to  the  letter  of  His  Excellency  Governor  Bon- 
ham  I  will  state  that  General  Orders,  No.  37,  section  11,  paragraph 
II,  distinctly  states  that  the  notice  which  the  oificer  is  directed  to 
serve  upon  the  owner  "shall  bind  the  said  property  until  the  com- 
pletion of  the  negotiation  for  the  sale  or  appropriation  thereof,  so 
that  there  can  be  no  removal  or  transfer  of  the  same ;  and  as  regards 
the  nature  of  the  peril  incurred,  I  have  never  regarded  it  as  His 
Excellency  terms  it,  "personal  peril,"  but  only  that  peril  which  every 
person  incurs  in  resisting  the  carrying  out  of  the  laws  by  the  properly 
authorized  officers.  Governor  Bonham  states  that  the  effect  of  this 
notice  has  been  to  cause  distress  to  the  poor  of  the  country,  the  people 
of  the  towns  and  cities,  and  refugees,  &c.  To  this  I  answer  that  I 
received  orders  from  the  chief  commissary  of  the  State,  Maj.  H.  C. 
Gnerin,  commissary  of  subsistence,  not  to  interfere  with  provisions  in 
transit  to  the  markets,  and  I  have  given  to  all  agents  from  the  first 
moment  of  my  taking  charge  of  this  division  strict  ordei-s  on  this 
point,  and  I  have  frequently  seen  parcels  of  subsistence  stores  pass- 
ing over  the  roads  to  Columbia  and  Charleston,  and  have  often  aided 
their  transit.  If  the  people  of  the  towns  and  cities  have  suffered,  it 
has  most  likely  been  from  the  speculators  among  themselves,  to  whom 
the  farmers  have  been  eager  to  sell  the  supplies  which  the  Govern- 
ment needed  for  higher  prices  than  the  Department  was  authorized 
to  pay,  and  who,  swarming  the  conntry,  have  overbid  each  other  and 
continued  to  accede  to  the  increased  demands  of  the  farmers,  and 
tiien  in  turn  exacted  from  their  customers  prices  and  profits  to  suit 
their  views. 

As  regards  preventing  the  sale  of  a  bushel  of  meal  or  flour  to  the 
needy  at  home,  this  may  have  happened,  but  I  opine  it  was  only  in 
cases  where  the  holders  were  only  too  glad  to  have  a  loop-hole  to 
escape  from  that  duty  of  benevolence ;  and  I  imagine  that  at  the  same 
time  the  opportunity  was  not  lost  to  get  good  prices  from  speculators. 
It  is  true  that  supplies  were  interrupted,  or  rather  that  I  vainly 
endeavored  to  interrupt  them  in  transit  out  of  the  State.  In  this  I 
acted  under  orders,  but  not  being  supported,  and  in  danger  of  com- 
ing in  conflict  with  the  people,  I  abandoned  the  efforts,  and  thousands 
of  bushels  and  pounds  of  subsistence  stores  have  passed  out,  sold  by 
the  farmer  to  parties  from  neighboring  States.  This  has  been  also 
another  fruitful  cause  of  the  exorbitant  demands  of  the  farmers  for 
provisions. 
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I  note  that  GoTernor  Bonham's  letter  is  dated  on  March  2, 1864;  the 
action  of  the  L^iBlatare  was  in  December,  1863.   The  difference  in  ' 
time  has  made  a  great  change  in  circum£Ftanoes.    In  December  last  the 
tenth  only  of  wheat,  peas,  Ac,  was  the  only  portion  being  taken  np  by 
the  tax-in-kiDd  department,  from  whom  our  department  received  the 
tenth.    This  forced  us  to  purchase  com,  and  failing  to  obtain  it  by 
purchase,  to  give  notice  that  we  would  impress;  but  little,  however,  < 
was  taken  in  that  way  in  this  division.    No  bacon  was  then  coming 
in,  and  hogs  we  could  not  obtain;  consequently  beef -cattle  were  an 
absolute  necessity.    These  were  not  included  in  the  tenth,  and  I  was  , 
directed  to  make  strenuous  efforts  to  obtain  as  many  as  possible.  | 

Finally,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  that  in  none  of  tba  districts  under 
my  charge  has  there  been  any  complaint,  except  where  the  agents, 
misunderstanding  their  instructions,  have  created  some  ezoitement; 
and  in  some  instances  I  have  met  with  approbation  from  those  whose 
property  has  been  drawn  upon  by  my  orders  for  the  suavity  I  have 
exercised  to  them  in  pursuance  of  my  duties.  I  beg  leave  to  submit 
herewith  papers  numbered  4,  6,  6,  and  7 ;  also  to  refer  to  a  letter  (a  copy  , 
of  which  I  have  means  of  obtaining)  written  by  William  M.  Shannon,  | 
esq.,  to  General  Beauregard,  complaining  of  the  foraging  parties  in 
Kershaw  District  from  some  command  on  the  coast,  in  which  he 
speaks  of  the  action  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Devereux,  my  agent  in  that  district, 
as  perfectly  satisfactory.  My  only  desire  has  been  to  perform  my 
duty  to  the  Government,  and  it  was  my  openly  declared  intention  in 
taking  charge  of  this  division  not  to  come  into  conflict  with  the  peo- 
ple, and  I  am  satisfied  that  as  a  general  thing  I  have  been  snccessifal. 
I  am,  major,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  TROUT, 
Mq^OT  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

[P»pwiro.4.} 

Camden,  AprU  6,  1864. 

I  state  with  pleasure  that  I  have  never  heard  of  any  complaints 
against  the  commissar}'  agent  at  this  point.  We  pretty  generally 
complied  with  his  requisitions  cheerfully,  feeling  that  although  it 
was  a  sacrifice  to  give  our  stock,  that  our  Army  needed  it,  which  was 
sufficient  impressment  for  me. 

JNO.  M.  DE  SAUSSURE. 

[Paper  No.  B.] 

Caudbn,  April  9,  J864. 
I  state  with  pleasure  that  I  never  heard  of  any  complaints  against 
the  agent  of  the  Commissary  Department  at  this  place,  and  if  any 
abuse  of  the  law  has  taken  place  it  is  unknown  to  me.  I  have  not 
any  general  intercourse  with  the  people  of  this  district,  but  I  have 
heard  frequent  discussions  among  individuals  as  to  impressments, 

and  have  not  heard  Mr.  Devereux's  conduct  censured.   

G.  J.  WITHERS. 

Camden,  AprU  5, 1864, 

I  certify  on  honor  that  while  in  the  employ  of  the  Commissary 
Department,  under  T.  B.  Trout,  major  and  commissary  of  subsistence, 
I  endeavored  to  discharge  my  duty  in  strict  accordance  with  his 
orders,  and  that  in  doing  so  I  never  found  it  necessary  to  abuse  or 
trespass  on  the  rights  of  my  fellow-citizens.  I  never  selected  cattle 
Intended  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  always  leaving  to  the  planter  to 
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giro  what  he  could  best  spare  from  his  stock.  I  made  no  case  of 
imprrasment;  the  people  generally  complied  with  request  to  sell  me  a 
portion  of  their  stock. 

JOHN  GANTRY. 

Camden,  AprU  6,  J864. 
I  certify  on  honor  titiat  I  never  received  an  order  from  T.  B.  Trout, 
major  and  commissary  of  subsistence,  that  required  me  to  purchase 
or  impress  cows  heavy  with  calf,  but  on  the  contrary  hare  been 
instructed  by  him  to  reject  such  cattle  as  unfit  for  beef.  With  refer- 
ence to  my  abusing  the  authority  vested  in  me,  I  appeal  to  the  gen- 
tlemen whose  oertmcates  accompany  this  oertficate. 

J.  H.  DEVEREUX. 

[Snb-lBclonne  Ho.  1] 

OFnCB  ASSISTAITT  COMMISaAKT  OF  SUBSISTENCE, 

Ahtmi,  Ma/rch  27,  2864. 

Maj.  H.  C.  GUERiN, 

Commissary  of  Subsistence,  Charleston : 
Major:  A  copy  of  the  complaint  of  O.  Montague  to  the  Governor 
of  South  Carolina,  with  your  indorsement,  has  been  received.  I 
would  respectful^  state  that  Mr.  Cooper  is  a  Navy  agent,  acting 
nnder  the  orders  of  Secretary  Mallory,  and  is  entirely  independent  of 
me.  He  is  authorized  to  purchase  and  impress  if  necessary  any- 
where in  the  States  of  NortJi  and  South  Carolina.  His  instructions 
are  to  report  to  district  commissaries  wherever  he  may  design  operat- 
ing, only  with  a  view  to  prevent  any  conflict  between  them  as  to 
prices.  While  I  do  not  in  the  least  consider  myself  responsible  for 
his  acts,  yet  from  my  knowledge  of  his  operations  in  my  district  I  am 
willing  to  indorse  him  as  a  zealous,  energetic,  and  skillful  agent,  and 
have  been  informed  by  a  superior  officer  in  his  depai-tment  that  he 
was  the  best  agent  the  Navy  had.  Mr.  Cooper  and  myself  have  had 
frequent  interviews,  and  he  has  unreservedly  told  me  his  plans  and 
what  he  was  doing,  and  I  have  invariably  found  his  statements  cor- 
roborated by  the  testimony  of  others.  He  has  never  to  me  Indulged 
in  the  expression  of  such  sentiments  as  those  attributed  to  him  by 
Mr.  Long.  There  are  some  circumstances  connected  with  Mr.  Long's 
statement  (within  my  own  knowledge)  that  would  make  me  extremely 
cautious  in  receiving  it  to  the  detriment  of  Mr.  Cooper's  reputation. 
From  Mr.  Montague's  own  statement  it  appears  that  he  gave  Mr. 
Cooper  occasion  to  be  what  he  terms  "impertinent."  Mr.  Cooper 
(although  a  Government  agent)  is,  I  presume,  in  some  respects  like 
other  men — can  be  provoked  to  strike  back.  In  this  case  I  think  it 
probable  he  might  have  thought  it  best  to  obey  the  Bible  injunction, 
"Treat  a  fool  according  to  his  folly."  It  is  by  no  means  impossible 
to  provoke  a  man  to  say  harsh  things,  and  then  make  an  eix  parte 
statement  apparently  injurious  to  him.  This  thing  has  been  very  often 
(lone  against  that  much  abused  class  of  men  known  as  Gtovemmeut 
agents,  or,  as  Mr.  Montague  would  say,  wolves."  When  a  man  is 
pursuing  a  straightforward,  upright,  and  honorable  course  he  seldom 
refuses  to  make  the  necessary  showing  when  demanded  by  one  who 
even  has  the  sliadow  of  authority.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Cooper  had 
ao  intention  of  taking  from  Mr.  Montague  his  necessary  supplies, 
but  not  knowing  him  from  any  other  speculator  perhaps  thought  it 
best  to  ask  the  proof.   Instead  of  feeling  a  just  pride  m  vindicating 
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himself,  and  showing  that  he  was  not  aiming  to  evade  the  obvions 
intention  of  the  law,  he  accnses  Mr.  Cooper  of  hitting  upon  a  better 
plan  for  breaking  up  the  Confederacy  than  had  ever  entered  into  the 
minds  of  Lincoln  or  the  devil  to  devise;  complains  to  the  Governor 
and  calls  Mr.  Cooper  "  impertinent,"  *'  wolf,"  Ac.    It  really  appears  ; 
that  he  thought  every  one  should  know  Mr.  Montague,  and  that  was 
sufficient,  and  that  it  was  high  treason  even  to  question  him.    Unfor-  I 
tunately  we  seldom  hear  of  our  Governor  except  as  he  occasionally  ' 
flings  at  the  General  Government  and  its  agents.    With  your  permis- 
sion I  will  refer  this  matter  to  Mr.  Cooper,  feeling  assured  that  he 
can  and  will  vindicate.    I  disclaim  being  responsible  for  his  acts  only 
so  far  as  my  most  cordial  approval  of  those  that  have  come  undei  my 
observation  will  go.    I  will  take  pleasure  in  forwarding  to  you  Mr. 
Cooper's  report  as  soon  as  received. 

I  am,  major,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

S.  C.  MEANS, 
Captain  arid  Assistant  Commissary  of  Suhsistenoe. 

[Sub-lnelorani  No.  S.] 

Office  ^st.  Coumissaby  of  Subsistence,  Div.  No.  5, 

Florence,  March  22,  1864. 

Maj.  H.  C.  GUERIN, 

Commissa/ry  of  Svbsistence,  Charleston^  S.  C: 
Majok:  I  am  this  morning  in  receipt  of  copy  of  circular  issued  by 
Captain  Heriot,  which  has  an  indorsement  of  your  own.    I  have  the  ' 
honor  to  state  that  in  a  circular  issued  by  me  to  the  agents  inatruc-  | 
tions  were  given  to  make  due  allowance  for  the  wants  of  non-producers,  | 
and  I  am  sure  such  allowance  has  been  made.    Since  I  have  been  in 
charge  of  the  division  but  one  impressment  has  been  made.    Notices  ' 
have  been  served  in  one  or  two  instances,  but  have  been  withdrawn 
at  the  parties'  request.    As  far  as  my  agents  report,  I  think  planters 
have  as  little  to  complain  of  in  my  division  as  in  any  part  of  the 
Confederacy. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  CONNER, 
Captain  and  Division  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

[Sub-lnolommNo.  4.] 

State  op  South  Carolina, 

Kershaw  District:  j 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  magistrate  of  this  district,  John 
H.  Devereux,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  that  in  August,  1863, 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Commissary  D^artment,  and  that  he  had 
occasion  to  visit  Anderson  Court-IIouse,  S.  C.  While  there  an  impress- 
ment was  about  to  be  made,  and  the  question  arose  as  to  which  was 
the  best  form  for  serving  a  notice;  that  the  Hon.  James  L.  Orr  was 
present,  and  the  question  wiis  referred  to  him;  that  he,  the  said  James 
L.  Orr,  told  dejwnent  to  draw  up  a  form;  that  deponent  did  so,  but 
as  the  form  did  not  meet  his  views  the  said  James  L.  Orr  did  with  his 
own  hands  draw  up  and  write  on  paper  a  form ;  and  deponent  further 
stated  that  this  form  was  placed  in  an  impression  copying  book  by 
Capt.  K.  L.  Simons,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  the  officer 
in  chaTge  of  that  purchasing  division,  and  a  copy  taken;  that  the 
copy  was  given  to  deponent,  the  said  Capt.  K.  L.  Simons  keeping  the 
original.    Deponent  further  stateth  that  from  this  copy  he  had  printed 
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a  namber  of  fonns,  one  of  which  in  October,  1863,  he  sent  by  mail  to 
Maj.  T.  B.  Trout,  assistant  commissary  of  snbsistence,  Chester  Court- 
House,  and  at  the  same  time  stating  that  the  form  was  prepared  by 
the  Hon.  James  L.  Orr.  Deponent  also  stated  that  the  said  Maj.  T.  B. 
Trout,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  did  have  printed  and  put 
into  use  a  number  of  these  forms,  and  that  he,  the  said  deponent, 
believeth  that  Maj.  T.  B.  Trout,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence, 
adopted  this  form  in  consequence  of  the  authorship. 

J.  H.  DEVEREUX. 

Svom  to  and  subaeribed  before  me  this  2l8t  day  of  April,  1864. 

J.  K.  WITHERSPOON, 
Magistrate^  Kershaw  District 

ISab-lnoloaiiK  No.  i,] 

WiNNSBOROUQH,  March  Sly  I864. 

Maj.  T.  B.  Trottt: 

Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  inquiries  relative  to  the  complaints 
made  against  me  as  an  agent  of  tlie  Government  by  Mr.  John  E. 
Robertson,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  Mr.  Rutland  as  executor,  I  desire 
to  submit  the  following  statement : 

That  soon  after  my  appointment  as  agent,  knowing  that  Mr.  Rut- 
land as  executor  had  a  good  many  beeves,  I  called  on  him  to  purchase 
some  for  the  department.  He  seemed  not  at  all  inclined  to  accom- 
modate me,  and  I  soon  found  out  that  if  I  got  the  number  of  beeves 
I  supposed  1  was  entitled  to  I  would  have  to  impress.  In  fact,  he 
informed  me  that  I  could  only  get  them  according  to  law.  I  then 
served  him  with  notice  of  impressment,  which  notice,  tlirough  inex- 
perience, was  improperly  filled  out,  as  I  discovered  next  day.  I  then 
served  Idm  with  another  notice  properly  fiUed  out.  After  the  notice 
was  served  and  the  persons  were  to  be  selected  by  the  parties  to 
appraise  the  proi>erty,  Mr.  Rutland  selected  Mr.  John  E.  Robertson. 
To  him  I  objected,  because  I  believed  he  was  not  a  loyal  citizen 
required  by  the  law,  and  would  not  act  impartially  in  the  matter.  I 
concluded  for  several  reasons  that  he  was  not  loyal,  and  especially 
because  I  had  just  heard  him  say  that  he  thought  we  (meaning  the 
seceded  States)  had  best  compromise  on  the  best  terms  we  could  and 
get  back  into  the  old  Union;  and  previously  I  had  heard  him  say  that 
he  thought  the  sooner  this  damned  Government  fell  to  pieces  the 
better  it  would  be  for  us.  Indeed,  it  seems  strange  that  Mr.  Robertson, 
wholly  disconnected  with  the  parties  interested  in  Colonel  Peay'sestate, 
^uld  manifest  so  much  interest  in  the  welfare  thereof  and  attempt 
to  gaard  it  against  this  deponent,  who  is  a  first  cousin  to  all  the  parlies 
interested  therein.  Mr.  Robertson  himself  was  served  with  a  notice  of 
impressmtent,  which  has  never  been  formally  carried  out.  After  this 
notice  Mr.  Robertson  exhibited  to  deponent  some  twenty-odd  head  of 
cattle,  from  which  deponent  selected  a  yearling,  and  Mr.  Robertson 
objected  to  that  and  pointed  out  two  cows  which  he  said  he  preferred 
to  part  with  and  could  spare  best,  as  they  were  old.  Deponent  and 
Mr.  Jones,  the  friend  of  Robertson,  both  suggested  to  Robertson  he 
had  better  retain  these  cows  as  they  were  with  calf.  Robertson  still 
insisted  he  could  part  with  these  two  best.  Deponent  would  liere 
boldly  express  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Robertson  was  not  influenced  by 
any  pure  or  laudable  motive  in  making  the  representations  he  has 
done  to  His  Excellency  in  this  behalf.  I  am  sure  that  he  has  suffered 
nothing  at  my  hands  as  an  agent  of  the  €rovemment  that  will  justify 
him  in  the  course  he  has  taken. 
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In  conclusion  I  would  suggest  that  Mr.  Rutland,  being  a  man  and 
a  good  lawyer,  would  at  least  be  as  able  as  Mr.  Robertson  is  to  defend 
himself  if  he  tiiought  himself  aggrieved. 

Tours,  respectfully,   

FRANK  MYERS. 

South  CaboIiIKa, 

Fairfield  District: 
Before  me  personally  appeared  Frank  Myers  and  made  oath  that 
the  matters  stated  in  the  foregoing  letter  as  facts  are  true,  and  that 
the  opinions  therein  expressed  he  believes  to  be  well  founded  and 
correct. 

FRANK  MTERS. 

Sworn  to  before  me  31st  March,  1864. 

W.  E.  AIKEN, 
Magistrate  ex  Officio. 

[Bah-intAomn  Ko.  6.1 

WiNNSBOROUQH,  Dec€7nber  28,  1883. 

Maj.  T.  B.  Tboxjt, 

Chester: 

Bear  Sir:  I  inclose  you  a  letter  from  J.  M.  Rutland,  executor  of 
the  estate  of  Peay,  in  this  district.  I  began  buying,  and  when  partiett 
refused  to  sell  I  impressed  one-tenth  of  every  man's  cattle.  Rutland 
has  300  head  of  cattle.  I  require  of  him  thirty  head  as  the  quota,  and 
you  see  what  he  says.  I  did  do  wrong  in  agreeing  at  first  to  let  him 
oflE  with  eight,  but  I  immediately  reconsidered  the  matter  and  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  I  must  discharge  this  duty  impartially  and 
make  him  furnish  what  all  of  his  neighbors  had  done — one-tenth  of  the 
number.  His  statement  as  regards  my  visiting  one  man  and  taking 
none  is  incorrect.  Ton  will  please  instruct  me  how  to  proceed  in 
this  matter.  Write  to  me  at  Ridgeway. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

FRANK  MTERS. 

P.  S. — Shall  I  impress  corn?  No  one  will  sell,  and  Ithink  there  is 
10,000  bushels  of  surplus  com  in  the  neighborhood  where  I  now  am. 

F.  M. 

[niBfaNniM.1 

LONOTOWIT,  Decefmher  18,  186S. 
Dbab  Snt:  I  received  your  letter  by  Nap.,  and  read  it  with  sur- 
prise. It  seems  to  me  that  you  are  entirely  at  sea  on  the  subject  of 
impressment.  You  first  claim  everything  except  a  bare  support  for 
the  place.  You  next  claim  one-tenth  of  the  hogs,  cattle,  sheep,  bacon, 
Ac,  and  next  one-tenth  of  the  cattle,  and  finally  firmly  agree  that 
you  will  accept  eight  beeves  as  the  quota  of  this  estate;  and  I  am  told 
in  one  instance  you  have  visited  a  citizen  of  this  place  who  objects  to 
furnishing  of  his  cattle,  and  that  you  have  acquiesced,  or  at  least  did 
not  impress.  To  be  candid  with  you,  I  think  it  is  your  duty  to  find 
out  where  there  is  a  surplus  of  hogs  and  cattle,  and  take  from  such 
surplus  only  what  is  necessary  to  satisfy  the  present  necessities  of 
that  portion  of  the  army  which  you  are  acting  for.  We  hare  no  sur- 
phis  on  this  estate  except  of  com,  fodder,  peas,  and  a  little  wheat. 
We  have  raised  no  cattle  except  for  our  own  use  for  several  years. 
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and  I  can  safely  make  affidavit  that  we  have  raised  neither  hogs  nor 
cattle  except  for  our  own  use,  and  that  we  have  no  more  than  we 
need  for  use.  I  consented,  however,  to  spare  eight  beeves  to  yon,  and 
I  am  perfectly  certain  if  others  will  do  as  much  in  proportion  you  will 
get  more  beeves  than  you  wiU  need  for  monUis  to  come.  Besides 
yonr  adopting  the  mle  of  impressing  one-tenth  of  a  man's  entire  stock, 
and  taking  your  tenth  in  number  altogether  of  beef-cattle  is  entirely 
arbitrary  and  unjust,  and  without  authority,  even  where  there  is  a 
surplus,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  necessities  of  the  army  impera- 
tively demand  it.  I  am  still  willing  to  comply  with  the  agreement 
made  with  you  this  morning,  but  I  will  not  consent  to  go  beyond  it, 
and  if  you  get  more  you  will  have  to  take  it  by  force,  and  if  it  comes 
to  that  perhaps  you  ought  to  be  careful  not  to  overstep  the  limits 
of  your  authority.  I  don*t  wish  to  be  offensive,  but  I  wish  to  speak 
plainly.  I  tMnk  your  demands  on  the  community  at  this  time,  if  yon 
require  of  others  as  you  seemed  disposed  to  require  of  me,  amount  to 
a  great  deal  more  than  the  army  you  are  acting  for  has  any  use  for 
at  present,  and  I  know  something  of  its  numbers  as  well  as  you,  and 
of  course  can  judge  as  well  as  you. 
Bespec^uUy,  yours, 

J,  M.  RtJTLAND, 

Eoeecutor. 

P.  S. — Since  receiving  your  letter  I  shall  not  drive  in  the  eight 
beeves  unless  I  hear  from  yon  again. 

J.  M.  B. 


Mabion,  May  10, 1864. 

Hon.  W.  P.  Chimon: 

Ht  Dear  Sir:  It  is  evident  that  if  the  army  bill  of  the  last  session 
of  Congress  is  carried  into  effect  by  sending  the  reserves  to  the  camp 
of  instruction  this  month  it  will  be  productive  of  incalculable  misery 
without  any  corresponding  benefit.  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  what 
the  military  necessities  of  the  country  are,  but  I  am  informed  that  it  is 
not  the  purpose  of  the  Government  to  call  the  reserves  into  the  field 
at  this  time,  there  being  no  necessity  for  it,  but  that  with  the  view 
of  organizing  them  into  companies,  regiments,  <fec.,  the  reserves  are 
ordeKd  to  the  camp  of  instruction,  and  when  these  organizations 
are  completed  they,  the  reserves,  will  be  furlooghed  home.  Some 
weeks  will  be  required  to  effect  this.  Nine-tenths  of  the  reserves  are 
laboring  men,  who  make  their  living  by  their  own  manual  labor  on 
their  farms.  To  take  them  from  their  farms  at  this  season  of  the  year 
and  keep  them  away  for  a  few  weeks  would  result  in  the  loss  of  their 
crops.  After  their  crops  are  **  laid  by"  they  would  much  better  spare 
three  months  from  home  than  ten  days  now.  I  therefore  earnestly 
solicit  yon  to  urge  the  Secretary  of  War  to  suspend  the  order  to  send 
the  reserves  to  the  conscript  camp. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  M.  BROOKS. 

[IsdonMnenM 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War,  asking  his 
particular  consideration  of  the  within  suggestions. 

W.  P.  CHILTON. 
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RiCHMONB,  May  10,  I864.. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Brown  : 

Your  telegram  of  the  9th  to  the  President  in  relation  to  the  steamer 
Ada  has  been  referred  to  this  Department.  On  the  12th  of  April  a 
telegram  was  sent  to  you  stating  that  the  act  of  Congr^  imposing 
restrictions  on  export  of  cotton  required  that  the  regulation  of  trade 
should  be  uniform.  Therefore  the  requirement  that  one-half  of  the  j 
cargo  of  every  outward-bonnd  vessel  should  be  for  account  of  the  Con- 
federal«  States  cannot  bo  relinquished  as  an  exception  in  your  favor. 
April  27  Mr.  Lamar  applied  for  a  clearance  for  this  steamer,  and  was 
informed  that  she  could  not  go  until  she  complied  with  the  r^ula- 
tion. 

C.  G.  MEMMINGER, 
Secretary  of  ike  Treasury. 


Headquarters  Conscription,  State  of  Georgia, 

Macon,  Oa.y  May  JO,  J864. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  E.  Brown, 

Oovemor  of  Georgia: 

Sir:  It  having  been  reported  to  me  from  many  counties  in  the  State 
that  men  enrolled  under  the  act  of  Congress  17th  of  February,  1864, 
"to  organize  forces  to  serve  during  the  war,"  are  claiming  exemption 
from  service  by  virtue  of  their  election  to  civil  State  offices  subse- 
quent to  date  of  enrollment,  and  under  the  erroneous  impression  that 
j-ou  will  protect  them  in  their  claims,  I  have  the  honor,  very  respects 
fully,  to  request  you  to  authorize  me  to  inform  the  officers  under  my 
command  that  you  will  not  countenance  claims  for  exemption  from 
military  service  on  the  ground  of  election  to  State  offices  subsequent 
to  enrollment  in  the  C.  S.  Army.  It  [is]  my  earnest  desire  to  avoid, 
by  myself  and  by  my  officers,  any  real  or  apparent  conflict  with  the 
officials  of  the  State,  and  am  therefore  very  desiroos  that  Your  Excel- 
lency should  make  such  declaration  as  would  remove  the  difficulty  to 
which  I  have  referred  and  which  is  of  constant  occurrence. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  BROWNE. 
Colonel  and  Commandant, 


State  of  North  Carolina,  Executive  Departhbnt, 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  May  11,  I864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond: 
Sir:  Circumstances  have  arisen  which  make  it  necessary  that  I 
should  again  call  your  attention  to  the  claim  which  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  has  against  the  Confederate  Gk>vernment  for  cotton  loaned 
it  some  twelve  months  since.  The  cotton  loaned  was  part  of  that 
purchased  by  the  State  and  pledged  to  parties  in  Europe,  who  upon 
such  pledge  advanced  the  money  necessary  to  purchase  and  bring 
over  army  supplies.  The  terms  upon  which  this  cotton  was  so  pledged 
were  that  the  party  holding  the  obligation  might  at  any  time,  ou  sixty 
days'  notice,  receive  the  cotton  from  the  State.  This  notice  YiAa  now 
been  given,  and  the  credit  of  the  State  requires  that  the  cotton  sh^l 
be  delivered.    The  cotton  loaned  to  the  Confederate  QoTernment  was 
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loaned  with  the  diutiuet  understanding  that  it  was  to  be  returned  at 
any  time  when  called  for,  and  at  the  port  of  Wilmington,  and  yet,  in 
answer  to  repeated  applications,  I  have  received  but  300  bales,  leaving 
1,500  still  due.  In  the  present  juncture  of  military  affairs  it  is  impos- 
sible to  command  transportation,  and  unless  you  order  your  agent  in 
Wilmington  to  pay  the  debt  due  the  State  her  ci-edit  must  suffer. 
Should  the  credit  of  the  State  abroad  receive  this  blow  it  will  very 
seriously  cripple  me  in  my  efforts  to  bring  in  supplies  of  food  and 
clothing,  which  efforts  up  to  this  time  have  been  attended  with  a  fair 
portion  of  success,  and  Uiis  blow  will  most  unnecessarily  be  inflicted 
by  the  Confederate  Government.  The  Government  has  now  lying  in 
the  town  of  Wilmington,  in  charge  of  the  Navy  Department,  a  large 
amount  of  cotton,  and  the  War  Department,  I  am  informed,  has  also 
a  lai^e  amount  there.  I  submit  to  you,  sir,  that  I  should  not  be  met 
by  the  answer  that  the  cotton  was  loaned  to  the  War  Department  and 
that  cotton  belonging  to  the  Navy  Department  cannot  be  used.  The 
loan  was  made  to  the  Government,  and  justice  demands  that  it  should 
be  paid,  even  at  some  inconvenience.  I  will  be  most  entirely  satisfied 
with  an  order  on  your  agent  at  Wilmington  to  deliver  to  my  agent  500 
bales  of  cotton  per  month  until  the  debt  is  discharged,  and  as  I  am 
so  moderate  in  my  demands  I  have  every  hope  that  I  will  not  be 
disappointed. 

I  am,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B,  VANCE. 

[First  lndorsoni«iit.] 

May  23,  1864. 

To  Colonel  Bayne  for  attention  and  remarks. 

J.  A.  S. 

[Seoond  IndoneniMit.] 

May  28,  1864. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  same  exigency  (demand  for  transporting  food  for  the  Army) 
prevents  the  War  Department  from  bringing  its  cotton  to  Wilming- 
ton. The  cotton  has  been  due  to  the  State  a  long  time,  and  I  propose 
to  pay  as  desired  at  the  risk  of  not  having  an  adequate  supply  for 
shipment;  and  I  inclose  orders  with  letter  I  respectfully  propose 
should  be  sent  to  Governor  Vance.  The  quantity  of  cotton  due  is,  I 
think,  about  1,000  bales. 

TIIOS.  L,  BAYNE. 


Hbadquabtebs  Georgia  Reserves, 

Macon,  May  12,  1861 

His  Excellency  Joseph  E.  Brown, 

.  Qovemor^  &c.,  Milkdgevilley  Oa.: 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  reached  nie  to-day,  and  I  reply  at 
onco,  to  correct  some  of  the  misapprehensions  under  which  you  are 
laboring;  an<l  1  must  express  my  regret  in  finding  that  I  was  mis- 
taken in  the  inference  which  I  drew  from  your  published  proclamation, 
that  you  would  co-operate  with  the  Confederate  authorities  in  their 
efforts  to  carry  to  the  Army  all  men  who  could  serve  the  country  bet- 
ter in  the  field  than  at  home.  There  was  certainly  nothing  in  the 
language  I  quoted  from  that  addressto  Induceme  to  lookfor  a  labored 
ai^nmeut  from  you  in  justification  of  the  course  of  those  who  were 
seeking  the  evasion  of  duty  under  the  cover  of  State  commissions. 
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In  imputing  to  the  officers  of  the  Confederate  Government  the  doc- 
trine that  "the  States  derive  their  powers  and  the  people  of  the  St^ites 
their  rights  and  privileges  from  the  will  of  Congress,"  you  have  done 
them  an  injustice,  of  which  I  presume  you  were  fully  conscious  at 
the  time  you  penned  the  charge.  To  suppose  otherwise  would  be  to 
impute  to  Your  Excellency  a  degree  of  ignorance  which  it  would  be 
offensive  to  intimate.  Theonly  ground  upon  which  you  can  justify  such 
au  imputation  in  this  correspondence  is  the  fact  that  I  addressed  3*ou 
under  (what  now  seems  to  be)  the  mistaken  supposition  that  Your  Excel- 
lency had  determined  to  comply  with  the  act  of  Congress  calling  upon 
the  Executives  of  the  several  States  to  "certify"  what  officers  were 
required  for  the  proper  administration  of  the  respective  State  gov- 
ernments. I  did  not  suppose  that  I  had  subjected  m^elf  to  so  grave 
and  unjust  a  criticism  by  manifesting  confidence  in  the  Governor  of 
my  State  to  the  extent  of  believing  that  he  wonid  comply  with  an  act 
of  Congress  of  which  he  had  made  no  official  complaint  and  with  the 
provisions  of  which  the  Executives  of  other  States  had  cheerfully  and 
promptly  complied.  I  did  not  suppose  that  the  sons  of  Georgia,  who 
had  manifested  their  devotion  to  her,  her  rights,  and  sovereignty  in 
every  way  in  their  power,  would  forfeit  their  claims  of  loyalty  to  that 
sovereignty  and  those  rights  by  complying  themselves  and  exjiecting 
others  to  comply  with  the  laws  of  the  Confederate  Government.  They 
supposed  a  law  that  could  be  enforced  in  Virginia  and  the  other 
States  of  the  Confederacy,  and  cheerfully  responded  to  by  Governor 
Smith  and  the  Executives  of  other  States  without  impairing  the  rights 
or  violating  the  sovereignty  of  those  States,  might  be  enforced  in 
Georgia  with  equal  impunity  and  responded  to  with  equal  cheerful- 
ness; and  I  venture,  even  at  the  hazard  of  incurring  again  Your 
Excellency's  rebuke,  to  say  that  such  wonld  have  been  the  ca.se  if 
the  Governor  of  Georgia  had,  like  the  Grovernor  of  Virginia,  witnessed 
in  person  the  privations  and  sufferings  of  our  brave  soldiers  in  the 
iield  and  shared  with  them,  as  he  did,  the  hardships  of  the  camp  and 
tlie  dangers  of  the  battle-field.  It  was  the  personal  knowledge  by  Gov- 
ernor Smith  of  the  wants  of  our  Army  and  the  necessity  of  bringing 
to  their  support  every  able-bodied  man  who  could  be  spared  from  his 
pursuits  at  home,  that  induced  on  his  part  a  cordial  co-operation 
with  the  Confederate  Government,  increasing  the  numbers  of  the 
Army  and  thereby  adding  to  its  efficiency.  A  similar  experience  on 
the  part  of  Your  Excellency  might  have  induced  similar  action. 

It  was  quite  natural  that  I  should  have  fallen  into  the  error  of  sup- 
posing that  Your  Excellency  intended  to  comply  with  the  act  of 
Congress  from  another  consideration.  I  saw  in  your  published  ad- 
dress that  you  had  furnished  to  the  authorities  at  Richmond  the  cer- 
tificate which  the  act  of  Congress  required.  It  is  true  you  state 
the  fact  that  the  Legislature  had  declared  that  all  civil  and  military 
officers  should  be  exempt;  still  you  did  not  say  that  the' Legislature 
demanded  the  exemption,  but  that  you  claimed  it.  Your  language 
is:  "I  claim  as  exempt  all  civil  and  military  officers  of  the  State."  If, 
as  you  now  intimate,  you  regarded  the  act  of  Congress  as  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  sovereignty  and  rights  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  why  did 
you  humble  that  sovereignty  and  compromise  those  rights  by  a  pro- 
tended compliance  with  a  law  of  Congress  which  you  considered  and 
intended  to  treat  as  a  nullity? 

I  submit  that  it  would  have  been  more  candid  and  dignified  to  have 
said  to  the  Confederate  Government  that  you  refused  to  comply  with 
a  law  that  you  had  determined  to  nullify. 
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Not  only  eo,  but  iu  the  very  certificate  you  furnished  in  response 
to  the  law  of  Congress,  you  do  not  content  yourself  with  informing 
the  President  of  the  action  of  the  Legislature,  but  you  add : 

I  therefore  hereby  certify,  in  conformity  to  the  resolution  of  the  General 
Aasembly  of  this  State,  that  I  consider  all  civil  and  military  officers  of  this  State 
who  hold  commissions  or  have  been  appointed  as  directed  by  the  constitntion  and 
lavs  of  this  State  to  be  neceesary  for  the  proper  administratifm  of  the  govem- 
ment  of  this  State. 

This  [is]  a  plain,  unequivocal  certificate  that  you  consider  all  mili- 
tary and  civil  officers  in  Geot^a  necessary  for  the  proper  administra- 
tion of  the  State  government.  Now,  I  am  informed  that  there  are  at 
least  2,726  militia  officers  in  the  State.  In  your  message  to  the  late 
extra  swsion  of  the  LegislataTe,  alluding  to  the  act  of  Congress,  you 
say: 

If  the  act  is  executed  in  this  State  it  deprives  her  of  her  whole  active  militia. 

Well,  the  act  is  being  executed  in  Georgia  with  the  concurrence  and 
approval  of  the  Legislature,  and,  according  to  your  own  official  state- 
ment, there  is  now  no  active  militia  in  the  State. 

How,  then,  are  these  2,726  militia  officers  necessary  for  the  proper 
administration  of  the  State  government?  To  what  um  or  purpose 
are  they  applied  ?  The  only  legitimate  use  to  be  made  of  them  is,  that 
they  should  take  military  charge  of  themselves,  for  they  constitute  iu 
and  of  themselves  their  sole  and  entire  command.  You  have  solemnly 
stated  that  yon  consider  them  necessary  for  the  proi>er  administration 
of  the  State  government.  Such  is  your  certificate  to  the  President,  but 
in  your  reply  to  my  communication  you  no  longer  pretend  that  such  is 
the  case ;  you  now  put  your  action  purely  and  simply  upon  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature,  and  seek  to  place  upon  that  IxKly  the  odium 
and  responsibility  of  withholding  these  and  other  sinecure  officials 
from  the  Army.  I  cannot  pass  unnoticed  this  attempt  to  throw  upon 
the  Legislature  the  just  indignation  universally  felt  at  the  effort  to 
keep  able-bodied  men  out  of  the  service.  In  ray  former  letter  to  you 
I  expressed  the  opinion,  based  upon  my  knowledge  of  the  members  of 
that  body,  that  they  never  intended  to  withhold  from  the  Army  some 
five  or  six  thousand  men  liable  to  military  service,  as  by  your  cer- 
tificate has  been  done.  I  repeat  that  opinion,  notwithstanding  your 
gratuitous  assumption  that  it  reflects  upon  the  intelligence  of  the 
body.  My  remark  does  the  members  of  the  Legislature  tiie  justice  to 
believe  that  they  would  scorn  to  participate  in  the  wrong  and  injustice 
done  both  to  the  country  and  our  noble  Army  by  the  withholding  of 
these  sinecure  officers  from  military  service.  Yourdefense  puts  upon 
the  members  of  the  Legislature  the  entire  odium  and  responsibility 
of  the  act.  I  am  more  than  willing  that  they  shall  be  the  judges 
between  us  as  to  who  has  done  them  the  "greater  wrong — I,  in  saying 
that  they  never  intended  to  screen  holders  of  sinecures  from  their 
duty,  or  you,  in  making  them  responsible  for  what  you  have  done 
yourself.  Before  your  efforts  to  throw  upon  others  the  responsibility 
which  has  attached  to  yourself  in  this  matter  succeeds,  the  public  will 
be  curious  to  know  why  you  did  not  arrest  the  action  of  the  Legisla- 
ture by  your  favorite  resort  to  the  veto  power,  if,  indeed,  you  did  not 
approve  and  sanction  this  wholesale  exemption  of  sinecure  officers. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  you  first  gave  a  certificate,  as  required  by 
the  act  of  Congress,  and  your  present  denial  of  any  intention  to 
recognize  the  obligation  of  the  law,  I  conclude  that  your  position  is 
this:  You  comply  with  the  law  in  form,  and  nullify  it  in  sulwitance. 
Whatever  doctrine  our  supreme  court  may  have  announced  in  the 
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decisions  to  which  you  refer,  I  feel  confident  you  will  find  nothing  in 
those  decisions  to  justify  such  a  practice  In  morals. 

Though  I  do  find  in  the  decisions  quoted  in  your  letter  that  our 
supreme  court  holds  that  "  the  enrollment  (by  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment) of  the  officers  and  agents  by  whom  the  State  governments 
are  operated,  and  withouli  wttose  agency  their  machinery  must  stop," 
would  be  violative  .of  the  very  existence  of  the  State  government, 
and  hence  void;  yet  you  can  not  fail  to  observe  the  strict  conformity 
of  the  act  of  Congress  to  the  doctrine  of  our  supreme  court,  for  that 
act  in  forms  exempts  all  officers  necessary  for  the  proper  administra- 
tion of  the  State  government;  but  neither  Congress  nor  our  supreme 
court,  nor  anybody  else  but  Your  Excellency,  ever  conceived  the  idea 
that  justices  of  the  peace  who  never  held  a  court,  constables  who 
never  served  a  warrant,  and  militia  officers  who  have  no  men  to  com- 
mAnd  were  necessary  for  the  proper  administration  of  the  State 
government,  "without  whose  agency  the  machineiy  must  stop." 

Will  even  Your  Excellency  on  calm  reflection  assert  and  certify 
that  In  any  county  in  Georgia  twenty  justices  of  the  peace  and  an 
equal  number  of  constables  are  necessary  for  the  proper  administra- 
tion of  the  State  government,  and  that  "without  their  agency  yon 
have  serious  apprehensions  the  machinery  of  the  State  government 
must  stop."  It  does  seem  to  me  your  fears  and  apprehensions  might 
be  quieted,  especially  in  those  districts  which  have  had  no  justices  or 
constables  for  several  years  preceding  the  time  when  the  present 
incumbents  sought  and  obtained  those  offices  to  keep  out  of  the  Army. 

You  seem  to  think  that  there  is  ample  justification  for  withholding 
these  men  from  the  field,  and  protecting  them  in  their  * '  official  retreats," 
in  the  fact  that  there  are  "  Confederate  officers,  agents,  and  detaile*! 
men,  who  as  the  favorites  of  power  have  obtained  safe  and  comfort- 
able positions  in  the  rear,  while  their  less  favored  comrades  who 
seldom  get  furloughs  or  details  are  required  to  meet  the  enemy  in 
front."  Granting  t^e  truth  and  justice  of  this  imputation  upon  the 
Confederate  officers  and  men  on  duty  in  the  rear,  instead  of  indncing 
you  to  withhold  still  others  from  the  field,  if  you  are  the  friend  you 
profess  to  be  of  our  gallant  soldiers  in  the  front,  it  should  have  Ktimn- 
lated  your  efforts  to  fill  up  their  decimated  ranks  and  strengthen 
their  efficiency.  It  will  be  hard  to  convince  those  true  and  brave  men 
tliat  you  were  befriending  them  in  the  hours  of  their  greatest  trials 
by  keeping  out  of  the  Ai-my  justices  of  the  peace  who  have  not  a  case 
upon  tlieir  docket,  constables  who  never  saw  a  warrant,  and  militia 
officers  whoso  whole  duty  consists  in  drilling  themselves.  It  may  be 
that  there  are  Confederate  officers  and  men  in  the  rear  who  are  more 
needed  in  front,  and  who  are  engaged,  as  you  allege,  in  attending  to 
their  private  interests  and  the  disgraceful  practice  of  speculation. 
You  know  that  such  is  not  the  case  with  all  of  these  officers,  and  that 
some  of  them  at  least  occupy  their  present  positions  not  at  their  own 
su^estion,  but  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  those  who  have  the  right 
to  assign  them  to  these  duties.  But  if  it  was  otherwise,  there  is  this 
striking  difference  in  their  case  and  that  of  your  sinecure  officials: 
They  have  seen  service  in  the  field,  and  have  borne  the  heat  and 
burden  of  the  war  in  the  past;  they  have,  for  a  time  at  least,  endured 
the  privations  of  the  camp,  and  encountered  the  dangers  of  the  battle- 
field, whereas  your  officials  have  from  the  beginning  enjoyed  the 
same  quiet  and  security  frem  danger  which  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
Your  Excellency.  Besides,  these  Confederate  officers  and  men  are 
liable  to  be  summoned  to  active  service  at  any  moment,  whereas  your 
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officials  have  secnred  permanent  exemption.  It  may  relieve  to  some 
extent  your  feelings  on  this  subject  to  know  that  one  of  the  main 
objects  in  organizing  this  Reserve  Corps  is  to  relieve  these  very  Con- 
federate oflScers  and  men  from  duty  in  the  rear  and  send  them  to  the 
front,  leaving  the  easier  duties  ia  which  they  are  at  present  engaged 
to  the  men  now  being  called  ont.  s'llready  has  this  object  been 
accomplished  in  part,  and  some  of  the  old  veterans  thus  relieved  are 
on  their  way  to  join  their  comi-ades  in  the  field.  Others  will  follow  in 
due  time. 

The  habit  of  apecalation,  whether  indulged  in  by  Confed«rate  or 
State  officers,  or  any  others,  is  equally  reprehensible,  and  as  Your 
Excellency  doabtleas  has  personal  knowledge  of  such  conduct  an  ing 
State  officers,  I  commend  to  your  consideration  the  propriety  of  a 
thorough  examination  into  and  public  exposure  of  all  such  cases. 

The  complaint  you  make  that  your  militia  oi^anization  has  been 
broken  up  by  the  action  of  Congress  in  bringing  tlie  men  who  com- 
posed that  militia  into  Confederate  service,  and  that  the  proper 
defense  of  the  State  has  thereby  been  weakened^  is  not  justified  by 
the  facta  unless  you  intend  to  throw  every  obstacle  in  your  power  in 
the  way  of  the  efficient  organization  of  the  Reserve  Corps.  Unfortu- 
nately for  the  good  of  the  country  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  do 
mnch  mischief  in  this  way,  though  it  will  not  go  to  the  extent  you 
intimate. 

As  all  the  material  that  belonged  to  your  active  militia  is  trans* 
ferred  by  the  act  of  Congress  to  the  Reserve  Corps,  I  do  not  see  why 
the  men  cannot  be  as  weU  spared  from  their  business  at  home  to  serve 
in  the  one  as  in  the  other  organization.  If  these  very  men  could  be 
spared  from  their  official  duties  to  serve  in  the  active  militia,  I  do 
not  see  why  they  may  not  be  as  well  spared  to  ser\'e  in  the  Reserve 
Corps.  The  only  difference  is  that  in  the  one  case  the  force  wotild  be 
under  your  command  and  control,  and  in  the  other  it  will  be  under 
the  command  and  control  of  the  President.  You  seem  to  think  that 
its  efficiency  would  be  greatly  increased  by  having  the  control  your- 
self, but  in  this  opinion  I  apprehend  you  will  find  few,  if  any,  to 
agree  with  you.  One  thing  is  certain — the  LegUlature  entertained  a 
different  opinion,  for  notwithstanding  your  earnest  protest,  that  body 
did  not  hesitate  to  say  by  their  action  in  turning  over  these  men  to 
the  Confederate  authorities  they  preferred  the  President  to  yourself. 
In  the  correctness  of  that  decision  of  the  Legislature  there  is  a  very 
general,  if  not  universal,  concurrence.  Your  Excellency  constitutes 
as  far  as  I  know  the  solitary  exception.    You  say: 

Prior  to  the  extension  of  conscription  from  seventeen  to  fifty  the  President 
never  made  a  requisition  npon  me  for  troops  that  I  did  not  fill.  To  his  last  call  I 
responded  with  more  than  double  the  number  required. 

This  reference  to  your  response  to  the  last  call  of  the  President  is 
ail  anfortunate  one  if  brought  forward  as  evidence  of  your  peculiar 
qnalification  for  raising  and  organizing  troops.  It  is  true  you  fur- 
nished the  President,  on  paper,  double  the  number  he  asked  for,  but 
owing  to  your  divisions  of  the  State  into  territorial  districts,  beyond 
which  the  troops  could  not  be  required  to  go,  the  number  of  men 
obtained  where  their  services  were  needed,  in  response  to  every 
appeal  and  effort  that  could  be  made,  was  not  much  greater  than  one- 
half  the  number  called  for  by  the  President. 

The  anxiety  which  you  manifest  for  the  agricultural  interest  and 
your  fears  that  it  might  be  seriously  injured  by  a  withdrawal  of  too 
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laige  a  portion  of  that  worthy  class  of  our  people  into  the  public 
sernce  involve  matters  of  grave  iinportanoe  vhi(^  have  received, 
and  will  continue  to  receive,  tlie  earnest  consideration  of  the  Confed- 
erate authorities.  Details  and  fnrloaghs  for  the  benefit  of  this  inter- 
est can  be  as  freely  made  under  the  existing  organization  as  could 
have  been  done  under  your  militia  oi^nization.  If  it  is  not  done  it 
will  not  be  owing  to  any  nnwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate 
authorities  to  make  such  details  and  furloughs,  but  will  be  attrib- 
utable to  the  fact  [that]  you  have  withheld  so  many  sinecure  officers 
from  the  service.  I  am  aware  that  some  of  these  officials  belong  to 
this  class,  but  a  large  number  of  them  are,  doubtless,  of  that  non- 
producing  class  whose  absence  from  home  would  cause  no  injury  to  the 
f^ricultural  interest.  If  these  men  could  have  been  brought  into  the 
J^raiy  a  proportionato  number  of  our  farmers  and  mechanics  could 
have  been  permitted  to  return  to  their  homes.  As  it  is,  these  worthy 
and  useful  citizens  must  be  kept  away  from  their  business  for  the 
benefit  of  the  less  useful  but  more  fortunate  holders  of  State  commis- 
sions in  sinecure  oflBces.  To  the  utmost  extent,  however,  that  it  can 
be  done  consistent  with  the  public  interest,  I  have  no  hraitation  in 
saying  details  and  furloughs  will  be  granted. 

In  view  of  the  deep  interest  you  manifest  on  the  subject,  and  satis- 
fied as  you  must  be  that  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  under  which 
you  profess  to  act  was  never  intended  to  receive  the  construction  you 
have  placed  upon  it,  I  submit  whether  the  circumstances  would  not 
justify  another  extra  session  of  that  body,  that  your  hands  might  be 
untied  and  the  services  of  your  sinecure  officials  secured  to  take  the 
place  of  the  farmers  and  mechanics  now  kept  from  their  farms  and 
workshops.  As  in  the  programme  of  efficient  defense  which  yon  had 
provided  in  your  disbanded  militia  organization,  you  evidently  calcu- 
lated upon  the  services  of  your  militia  officers  in  the  field,  I  am  sure 
you  do  not  consider  it  "necessary  for  the  proper  administration  of  the 
State  government"  that  they  should  be  kept  permanently  at  home. 

You  are  right  in  supposing  that  I  am  anxious  to  make  the  Reserve 
Corps — to  the  command  of  which  I  have  been  assigned — as  large  and 
efficient  as  practicable.  It  is  my  duty  to  do  so,  and  I  am  happy 
to  know  in  discharging  that  duty  I  am  advancing  the  best  interests 
of  the  country.  The  strength  and  efficiency  of  the  Army  are  objects 
of  vital  imiK)rtance,  and  those  objects  cannot  be  more  efficiently 
advanced  than  by  adding  to  its  numbers.  I  regret  that  the  zeal  I 
have  manifested  in  this  matter  should  have  incurred  your  implied 
censure,  but  am  consoled  with  the  reflection  that  it  will  be  more 
kindly  and  favorably  regarded  by  the  brave  and  gallant  men  of  our 
Army,  who  will  see  in  it  a  desire  to  add  to  their  strength.  Increase 
their  efficiency,  and  advance  the  best  interests  of  our  country. 

The  liberty  exercised  by  Confederate  officers  and  men  of  partici- 
pating in  the  discussion  of  political  questions  affecting  the  interests 
of  their  State  seems  to  be  a  grave  offense  in  your  eye.  I  am  charitable 
enough  to  believe  that  you  would  have  regarded  their  conduct  in  this 
particular  in  a  far  different  light  if  they  could  have  found  in  Your 
Excellency's  course  more  to  approve  and  less  to  condemn.  You  should 
bear  in  mind  tJiat  is  your  fault,  not  theirs. 
I  am,  respectfully, 


HOWELL  COBB. 
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Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 


Richmond,  Va.,  May  IS^  I864. 


Secretary  of  War: 


Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  to  yon  the  letter  of  the  Honorable 
Secretary  of  the  30th  ultimo  referred  to  me  for  remarks.  I  think  it 
is  true  that  the  policy  of  the  Government  is  changed  to  a  great  extent 
by  the  late  act  of  Confrress  and  the  regulations  established  as  therein 
provided.  Originally  the  cotton  paid  by  the  Government  for  supplies 
and  fre^ht  did  not  diminish  the  quantity  of  cotton  which  private 
ve^ls  were  required  to  carry  out  for  its  account.  The  only  excep- 
tion made  was  in  the  case  of  the  Davis  &  Fitzhngh  contract,  under  a 
proviso  that  they  should  build  or  purchase  new  steamers  and  bring  in 
entire  cargoes  for  the  Government,  thus  providing  that  the  supplies 
m^ht  be  secured,  and  the  tonnage  in  the  trade  should  not  be  thereby 
diminished.  Whether  or  not  any  discrimination  should  be  made 
between  payments  of  cotton  obligations  given  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment for  supplies  delivered,  or  to  be  delivered  within  the  countrj'-,  or 
such  obligations  as  have  been  given  by  the  Treasury  Department  for 
money,  cannot  be  determined  without  a  better  knowledge  than  I  pos- 
sess of  the  relative  wants  of  the  Army  and  of  the  condition  of  the 
Government  loan  abroad.  The  public  faith  is,  I  consider,  equally 
pledged  in  each  case.  In  both  cases,  where  there  is  no  stipulation 
requiring  the  Government  to  make  delivery  of  cotton  at  Wilmington, 
I  think  that  notice  should  be  given  that  payments  of  cotton  will  only 
be  made  at  other  ports,  or  at  places  stipulated  in  the  obligation,  leav- 
ing that  port  to  be  used  by  the  Government  for  loading  its  own  steam- 
ers, and  to  pay  such  cotton  obligations  as  speciAcally  require  delivery 
there. 

It  is  unquestionably  true  that  every  pound  of  cottou  that  goes  out 
under  the  thirteenth  regulation,  as  now  interpreted,  diminishes  the 
means  of  the  Government  abroad  to  purchase  supplies  or  to  provide 
money  for  other  use.  The  cotton  paid  by  the  War  Department  under 
ite  oldest  contracts  is  valued  at  6  pence  per  pound;  under  later  con- 
tracts at  10  pence  per  pound.  The  cotton  paid  by  the  Treasury  will, 
I  suppose,  cost  the  person  receiving  it  about  4  pence  per  pound.  The 
cotton  thus  paid  is  exported  without  exaction  under  the  thirteenth 
regulation,  and  diminishes  the  quantity  which  the  Government  can 
Bend  out  on  private  steamers.  It  would  be  cheaper  to  send  the  cotton 
OQt  for  the  Government,  receive  the  enhanced  price  of  a  foreign 
market— say  20  pence  net — and  make  payments  by  drafts  on  the 
pnKeecUt.  The  object  of  thirteenth  regulation  was  doubtless  to 
encourage  the  introduction  of  new  ships  into  the  blockade  trade,  to 
appreciate  the  public  credit,  and  to  enable  the  Government  to  pur- 
chase foreign  supplies  with  cotton  when  it  had  no  foreign  funds  at  its 
command,  or  at  ports  where  it  found  such  purchase  to  its  advantage. 
Under  the  operation  of  the  thirteenth  regulation  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  whole  character  of  the  trade  will  1^  changed.  All  owners  of 
private  vessels  will  provide  themselves  with  cotton  bonds,  which 
will  enable  them  to  carry  out  full  cargoes  for  their  own  acicount,  and 
the  Government  will  be  compelled  to  rely  upon  its  own  steamei^  to 
carry  out  its  cotton.  There  is  nothing  in  the  contracts  made  by  the 
War  D^iartment  which  offers  any  profit  upon  cai^oes  of  supplies 
delivered.  The  price  does  not  cover  more  than  cost  and  usual 
joBarance  and  freight.  The  piofit  is  made  upon  the  cotton,  which 
is  given  in  payment,  and  as  the  cotton  is  valued  at  6  pence  per 
pound,  it  cannot  compete  with  cotton  delivered  or  bonds  which  may 
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be  purchased  at  such  rates  as  to  reduce  to  3  or  4  pence  per  pound 
the  price  of  the  cotton.  If  this  view  is  correct,  then  any  cotton  that 
may  be  given  in  payment  for  supplies  will  not  in  reality  diminisli 
the  quantity  which  will  be  sent  out  for  the  Government,  but  only  | 
divert  it  from  being  absorbed  by  cotton  bonds.  If  the  Government  ' 
is  still  the  owner  of  the  bonds,  or  of  the  most  of  them,  it  may  be  a 
matter  of  general  good  policy  to  allow  them  to  absorb  all  the  outward 
tonnage  of  private  vessels,  and  thus  enhance  their  value,  so  as  to 
place  the  Treasury  Department  in  funds  to  meet  all  the  wants  of  the 
War  Department  for  foreign  supplies.  If  it  is  not  the  owner,  and  the 
Government  has  only  a  small  number  of  steamers  running  for  its  own 
account,  the  necessities  of  the  War  Department  will  compel  it  to  pur- 
chase some  foreign  supplies  in  its  own  ports  and  to  pay  for  them  in 
cotton  to  avoid  ruinous  rat«s  of  exchange.  No  contracts  are  now  j 
made  for  delivery  of  cotton  at  Wilmington.  Two  have  recently  been 
authorized  by  you  for  deliveries  at  Mobile  and  the  Florida  ports  to 
encourage  ships,  if  possible,  to  run  between  Havana  and  Mobile  and 
Havana  and  the  Florida  coast,  and  secure  much  needed  supplies  at 
those  ports. 

Colonel  Helm,  at  Havana,  has  made  some  small  engagements  with 
pities  owning  vessels  and  arms  to  deliver  them  on  the  coast  of  Texas, 
stipulating  that  they  should  receive  cotton  in  payment.  Some  few 
exceptional  contracts  of  the  kind  are  desirable,  and  it  is  necessary  at 
times  to  purchase  some  indispensable  supplies  brought  in  on  private 
account,  but  the  general  policy,  I  think,  should  be,  as  suggested  by 
the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  pay  by  draft  against  cot- 
ton exports  both  for  impori>s  and  freights.  But  no  cotton  can  be 
exported  for  Government  unless  it  is  transported  to  the  ports  in  pref- 
erence to  private  cotton,  and  cotton  in  payments  of  bonds  which  do 
not  stipulate  for  delivery  at  ports. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


[May  1G,  18G4. — For  orders  directing  General  Kemper  to  organize 
the  reserves  of  Virginia  and  place  them  at  onco  in  service,  see  Series 
I,  Vol.  XXXVI,  Part  II,  p.  1012.] 


DUNCAK  Macauley,  Esq., 

No.  4  Fourth  Streeiy  Edinburgh^  Scotland: 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letterof  the  20th  of  January  last-,* 
and  learn  with  much  gratification  that  a  very  lai^e  portion  of  tlie 
inhabitants  of  Edinburgh  appreciate  and  sympathize  with  this  people 
in  their  struggle  forfi-eedom  and  self-government.  It  isquite  encour- 
aging to  know  that  all  the  efforts  of  our  enemies  to  misrepresent  the 
true  nature  of  the  conflict  on  this  continent  have  been  without  suc- 
cess, and  that  numerous  associations  have  been  formed  in  Great 
Britain  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effectual  expression  to  public 
opinion  in  our  favor.  The  names  of  Mr.  James  Spencer  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Kesshaw  were  known  to  us  long  before  the  receipt  of  your 


THOS.  L.  BAYNE, 

Zdeutena7ii'C6lonely  dbc. 


President's  Office, 
Richmond,  T^a.,  May  J7,  I864. 


*  Not  found. 
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letter  as  those  of  men  to  whom  we  owe  warm  acknowledgments  for 
generous  and  useful  service  to  our  cause;  and  I  pray  you  to  com- 
municate to  them  and  their  associates,  as  welt  as  to  receive  for  your- 
self, the  assurances  of  our  gratitude,  of  the  esteem  we  entertain  for 
their  persons,  and  of  the  value  we  attach  to  their  disinterested  and 
active  efforts  in  our  behalf. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


House  of  Reprbsentatives, 

May  18,  im. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  ana  Inspector  General: 
Sir:  a  resolution  calling  for  information  as  to  the  number  of  men 
in  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  the  num- 
l)er  that  have  been  killed  or  died  of  wounds  received  in  battle,  and 
the  number  that  have  deserted,  with  the  States  of  the  Confederacy 
from  which  each  and  all  of  these  have  come,  has  been  referred  by  the 
Ilouse  of  Representatives  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  I 
have  been  instructed  by  the  committee  to  inquire  whether  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  Government  at  present  to  give  the  desired  infonnation. 
Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  let  me  know,  that  the  committee  and  the 
House  may  determine  the  propriety  of  approving  the  resolution. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  G.  SWAN. 


State  of  North  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

Raleigh,  May  19,  1864. 

Hon.  Jaues  a.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War  : 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter*  relative  to  the  claim  of  exemption  for 
D.  L.  Russell,  jr.,  as  a  State  officer  has  been  received,  ami,  as  I  dissent 
from  the  conclusion  at  which  you  have  arrived,  I  beg  leave  most 
respectfully  to  present  the  reasons  which  have  influenced  my  judg- 
ment. 

In  the  first  place,  I  am  unwilling  to  concede  that  the  exemption  of 
State  officers  depends  upon  the  action  of  Congress,  believing  as  I  do 
that  each  State  has  the  unqualified  right  to  exempt  from  military 
service  such  officers  as  the  General  Assembly  may  declare  necessary 
for  the  due  administration  of  the  government  and  laws  of  the  State. 
The  act  of  Congress  declaring  there  shall  be  exempted  "all State  offi- 
cers whom  the  Governor  of  the  State  may  claim  to  have  exempted  for 
the  due  administration  of  the  laws  and  government  thereof"  was  not 
to  confer  power  on  the  Governor  to  exempt  State  officers,  for  the 
(Jovemors  derive  their  power  from  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
State,  and  not  from  Congress,  but  to  make  the  operation  of  the  act  of 
Congi'ess  depend  iipon  the  action  of  the  Governors  in  claiming  certain 
State  officers  for  the  due  administration  of  the  laws  of  the  St-tvte.  (See 
Jones'  Reports,  ninth  volume,  p.  186,  in  the  matter  of  Kirk.) 

The  supreme  court  of  appeals  of  Virginia,  in  the  cases  of  Burroughs 
vn.  Peyton  and  Abrahams  vs.  Peyton,  has  decide<l  that  Congi-ess  can 
have  no  right  to  deprive  a  State  of  the  services  of  any  officer  necessary 

•Of  May  2,  p.  375. 
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to  the  action  of  its  goTernment,  and  the  State  itself  is  the  sole  judge 
as  to  the  officers  that  are  necessary  for  this  purpose. 

Again,  I  am  unwilling  to  concede  that  the  Confederate  Grovernntent 
han  the  right  to  retain  in  its  service  and  refuse -to  discharge  any  con- 
scripted citizen  of  a  State  who  has  been  elected  or  appointed  to  an 
office  which  the  Legislature  has  declared  to  be  necessary  for  the  due 
admiuistration  of  the  government  and  laws  thereof. 

You  make  no  question  as  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Russell  was  elected 
to  an  office  which  I  had  declared  necessary,  but  you  assume  that  he 
was  at  the  time  of  his  election  in  the  military  service,  and  that  *'tht' 
conscription  acts  provide  for  the  continuing  in  the  Army  those  belong- 
ing to  it,  and  the  exemptions  allowed  by  the  acts  plainly  refer  to 
persons  who  are  not  in  the  Army,  but  who  are  made  liable  to  conscrip-  I 
tion."  I 

In  my  opinion  you  are  mistaken  both  as  to  the  fact  assumed  and  i 
the  construction  placed  upon  the  law.  You  say  that  Mr.  Roasell  | 
**  was  reduced  to  the  ranks  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial."  Such  i 
is  not  the  language  of  the  sentence  of  the  court.    It  is  as  follows: 

And  the  conrt  does  therefore  sentence  the  said  Capt.  Daniel  L.  Bnssell,  jr.. 
Company  G,  Thirty-siith  North  Carolina  Troops,  to  be  dismiased  from  the  serv- 
ice, and  on  account  of  hia  extreme  youth,  the  conrt  recommends  the  said  Capt. 
Daniel  L.  Rnssell  to  the  clemency  of  thf'  commanding  general. 

What  then  was  his  status?  The  court  sentenced  him  to  be  dis- 
missed from  the  service,  the  commanding  general  approved  the  sen- 
tence, and  the  War  Department  directed  it  to  be  carried  out,  and  yet 
you  hold  that  he  is  now,  was  then,  and  had  previously  been  in 
the  military  service. 

To  dismiss  means  to  send  away;  to  give  leave  of  departure;  not  to 
ret«ih;  not  to  reduce  to  the  ranks.  The  l^guage  of  the  court,  the 
recommendation  to  clemency  in  consequence  of  the  extreme  youth  of 
the  party,  plaiiily  show  that  it  was  not  the  purpose  of  the  court  to 
subject  him  to  the  humiliation  of  being  reduced  to  the  ranks,  and  it 
is  respectfully  submitted  that  no  action  of  the  commanding  general 
could  modify  or  change  the  sentence;  he  could  only  approve  or  dis- 
approve it. 

You  say  that  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  the 
17th  day  of  February,  1864,  entitled  "An  act  to  organize  forces  to 
serve  during  the  war,"  placed  in  the  service  those  between  seventeen 
and  fifty  all  residents  in  the  Confederate  States  not  belonging  to  the 
Army,  for  the'  war.  From  this  class  exemptions  were  to  be  made. 
This  restricted  operation  of  the  act  cannot  be  admitted.  The  tenth 
section  of  first  clause  of  the  act  is  as  follows: 

That  all  laws  granting  exemptions  from  military  service  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  repealed,  and  hereafter  none  shall  be  exempted  except  the  following. 

After  enumerating  certain  exemptions,  it  provides: 

And  snch  other  Confederate  and  State  officers  as  the  President  or  Governors  of 
the  respective  States  may  certify  to  be  necessary  for  the  proper  administration  of 
the  Confederate  or  State  govemmenta,  as  the  case  may  be. 

The  act  continues  in  the  service  those  between  eighteen  and  forty- 
five  who  were  then  in  the  Army,  and  declared  all  "white  men,  resi- 
deuts  of  the  Confederate  States,  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and 
fifty,"  to  be  in  the  military  service' from  and  after  the  passage  of  the 
act  during  the  war. 

From  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act,  therefore,  the  latter  class, 
namely,  those  between  seventeen  and  fifty,  are  in  the  military  service 
as  well  as  those  then  actually  in. 
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The  clanse  of  exemption  is  general  in  its  terms,  and  not  restricted 
to  any  particniar  class,  either  those  placed  or  continued  in  service  by 
said  act. 

Id  the  matter  of  Bradshaw,  Chief  Justice  Pearson,  in  commenting 
upon  the  previous  exemption  act,  the  language  of  which  was,  "There 
shall  be  exempted  all  State  officers  whom  the  Governor  of  any  State 
may  claim,"  says,  "I  can  see  no  good  ground  to  except  from  the 
operation  of  these  general  words  State  officers  who  were  in  the  mili- 
1-ary  service."  If  such  was  the  intention,  a  proviso  to  that  effect 
would  have  been  made,  and  there  is  no  rule  of  law  by  which  it  can  be 
made  under  construction.  It  was  suggested  in  the  argument  that  the 
exception  should  be  made  by  implication  from  the  use  of  the  words 
"ediall  be  exempted,**  and  it  was  said  that  the  word  "exempted  "  is 
restricted  in  its  meaning  to  persons  who  &re  not  in  the  military  serv- 
ice, and  "dischai^red"  is  the  proper  word  when  referring  to  i)ersons 
who  are  in  the  military  service. 

This  distinction  may  obtain  in  military  circles,  but  the  word  "to 
exempt"  is  not  a  technical  term.  It  is  a  plain  English  word,  and 
means,  literally,  "to  take  out  of  or  from,"  and  its  ordinary  significa- 
tion is,  "to  free  from,"  not  to  subject  to  any  service  or  burden  to 
which  others  are  made  liable,  as,  to  exempt  from  military  service,  to 
exempt  from  taxation;  and  it  is  a  settled  rule  of  construction  that 
words  in  a  statute  are  to  be  construed  according  to  their  ordinary 
meaning  unless  tiiere  is  something  to  show  that  they  are  used  in  a  dif- 
ferent sense. 

Yon  concede  th»  right  of  the  Governor  of  a  State,  from  whatever 
sonrce  that  right  may  be  derived,  to  claim  the  exemption  of  such 
State  officers  as  he  may  deem  necessar>',  provided  the  exempted  per- 
son be  between  seventeen  and  fifty  years  of  age  and  * '  not  in  the  Army." 
The  act  of  the  17th  of  February,  1864,  declares  that  "all  white  men 
residents  of  the  Confederate  States  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and 
fifty  shall  be  in  the  military  service  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act."  If  your  construction  be  correct,  the  States  cannot  rightfully 
place  in  office  (except  certain  officers  enumerated  by  Congress)  any  citi- 
zen except  he  be  one  under  seventeen  or  over  fifty  years  of  age.  This 
power  being  conceded,  Congress  may  extend  indefinitely,  upward 
and  downward,  the  age  of  conscription,  and  thus  absorb  the  whole 
male  white  population,  place  them  in  the  military  service,  leave  the 
States  without  an  officer,  and  thus  blot  them  out  of  existence. 

Upon  consideration  of  the  whole  case,  my  conclusion  is  that  by  the 
sentence  of  the  court  Mr.  Russell  was  dismissed  from  the  service  and 
became  liable  to  be  enrolled  as  a  conscript;  that  before  his  enroll- 
ment he  was  duly  elected  to  an  office  which  I  deemed  necessary, 
namely,  a  "commissioner  for  distributing  money  and  provisions  to 
soldiers'  families."  I  am  aware  of  the  existence  of  an  order  of  the 
War DeiMulment  which  provides  "that  officers  of  the  Army  cashiered 
by  con rts- martial,  and  who  may  thus  become  liable  to  military  duty 
anderthe  conscription  acts,  will,  when  present  with  their  commands, 
be  at  once  enrolled  by  their  respective  brigade  commanders.  When 
not  so  present  their  names  will  be  furnished  by  their  commanding 
officer  to  the  proper  enrolling  officer  of  the  district  to  which  they 
belong." 

This  proves  the  position  which  I  hold,  that  Mr.  Russell  was  not  in 
the  service  when  elected  to  the  office  of  commissioner,  but  by  being 
cashiered  he  became  a  conscript.   Yon  concede  my  right  to  claim  the 
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exemption  of  persons  liable  to  conscription  who  have  not  been  in 
actual  service,  althongh  declared  to  be  in  service  by  act  of  Confess. 

Why,  then,  may  I  not  claim  the  exemption  of  one  declared  in  the 
service  by  the  order  of  a  commanding  general  or  .  the  War  Depart- 
ment? I  can  see  no  difference.  State  officers  have  been  enrolled 
and  placed  in  camp  of  instruction,  and  yet  the  commandant  of  con- 
scripts and  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  have  nniformly  discharged 
them  upon  my  claim  for  exemption. 

What  difference  can  it  make  if  the  party  has  been  enrolled  by  & 
commanding  general  after  being  dismissed  from  the  service  bj"^  the 
sentence  of  a  court-martial?  (ieneral  Whiting,  in  a  letter  to  the 
adjutant- general  of  this  State,  says  that  "Mr.  Russell  had  been 
allowed  a  short  leave  to  make  his  choice  of  a  company  in  which  to  be  j 
enrolled,"  but  I  indorsed  upon  it  a  positive  order,  directing  him  to  j 
remain  at  his  home  until  further  orders,  viz,  those  of  the  7tli.  j 

In  a  subsequent  letter  to  me  General  Whiting  says: 

Previous  to  his  receipt  of  these  orders  ^of  the  7th  instant),  which  directed  him 
to  report  to  General  Hubert  at  Smithnlle,  I  am  informed  that  he  bad  been 
elected  a  connty  commissioner  or  tmstee  by  the  bench  of  magistrates  of  Brans- 
wick  County. 

The  order  of  the  7th  directed  him  to  report  at  once  to  General 
Helwrt  or  General  Martin  for  assignment  or  selection,  as  you  may 
choose.  He  had  not,  therefore,  been  enrolled  as  a  conscript  at  the 
time  of  his  election,  but  had  simply  been  ordered  to  report  for  enroll- 
ment, which  order  had  not  been  received  by  him. 

Should  I  be  in  error  upon  the  law  of  the  case  I  must  earnestly  urge 
upon  you  not  to  wound  the  spirit  of  this  gallant  and  promising  young 
officer  by  sending  him  into  the  ranks.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  left 
the  university  of  the  State,  raised  a  company,  served  in  such  an 
acceptable  manner  as  to  win  the  admiration  and  applause  of  his 
superior  officers.  Major-Gineral  Whiting,  in  approving  the  sentence 
of  the  court,  bore  t<»stimony  to  his  very  good  character  as  an  oflficer. 
Colonel  Lamb,  under  whom  he  served,  gave  most  flattering  testimony 
as  to  his  capacity  and  efficiency.  His  aged  father  feels  most  keenly 
and  sensitively  upon  the  subject,  and  on  his  account,  in  behalf  of  the 
promising  young  officer  himself,  and  as  a  matter  of  justice  and  right, 
I  again  most  respectfully  insist  that  my  claim  of  exemption  for  him 
be  allowed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 

[Incloanre.] 

Headquarters  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C, 

March  — ,  1S64. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  D.  Taylor: 

My  Dear  Colonel:  I  would  have  written  with  great  pleasure 
some  time  since  my  high  opinion  of  Capt.  Daniel  RnsseU's  social  and 
moral  worth,  but  I  was  at  a  loss  to  whom  to  direct  the  letter,  so  that 
if  my  opinion  was  of  any  value  it  might  be  used  to  his  advantage. 
My  first  acquaintance  with  young  Russell  was  when,  in  the  spring  of 
18*12,  the  gloomiest  period  of  our  war,  he  left  the  attractive  lecture 
rooms  of  the  university  to  encounter  the  dangers  and  fatigues  of  the 
tented  field,  and  I  witnessed  his  successful  efforts  to  raise  a  company 
in  his  native  county  when  the  spirit  of  volnnteering  had  departed 
from  our  jieople.    I  remember  well  an  exhibition  of  his  patriotism  in 


Digitized  by 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES. 


429 


refusing,  on  account  of  his  agCj  to  take  command  of  tlie  company  he 
had  raised  and  getting  a  senior  to  assume  command.  Afterward, 
when  he  became  captain  by  promotion,  I  was  pleased  to  see  that  he 
Ivought  his  company  to  a  state  of  discipline  and  perfection  in  drill 
unsurpassed  by  any  of  the  companies  with  which  it  was  associated  in 
tlie  defense  of  this  important  district.  I  have  never  heard  anything 
but  commendation  from  his  commanders,  and  it  was  subject  of  deep 
mortification  to  his  comrades  in  arms  when  by  a  decision  of  a  general 
court-martial  he  was  deprived  of  his  command  for  a  most  unfortunate 
indiscretion.  *  *  *  It  is  my  sincere  hope  that  the  President,  in 
consideration  of  his  past  services  and  the  promise  his  charact«r  gives 
for  future  good,  will  overlook  the  unfortunate  result  of  a  high  spirit 
chafed  by  real  or  fancied  indignity  to  a  father,  and  restore  him  to  his 
command. 

WILLIAM  LAMB, 

CdUmel  Hiirty-sixth  North  Carolina  Troops. 


Richmond,  Va.,  May  20,  I864. 
The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  : 

The  following  resolution  passed  by  the  House  on  the  14t]i  instant 
has  been  received : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  the  House,  if  not  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interest,  whether  the  reasons  given  in  his  s}>ecial  message 
for  sns^nding  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  still  exist,  and  what  additional  reasons 
now  exist  to  snch  extent  that  the  public  safety  requires  the  continuance  of  the 
.-iti^iension  thereof. 

In  my  opinion  the  reasons  given  in  the  special  message  transmitted 
to  Congress  at  its  last  session,  recommending  the  suspension  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  still  exist  in  undiminished  force  and  the  pres- 
ent juncture  especially  requires  the  continuance  of  the  suspension. 
The  effects  of  the  law  for  that  purpose  have  been  most  salutary,  and 
to  that  law  in  no  inconsiderable  degree  are  wo  indebted  for  the 
increased  eflBciency  of  the  military  preparations  which  have  enabled 
our  gallant  armies,  under  the  pi-ovidence  of  God,  to  beat  back  the  vast 
invading  forces  which  still  threaten  us. 

In  my  judgment  it  would  be  perilous,  if  not  calamitows,  to  discon- 
tinue the  suspension  while  the  armies  of  the  enemy  are  pressing  on 
our  brave  defenders  with  persistent  effoi*t  for  their  destruction  and 
for  the  subjugation  of  our  country. 

It  is  a  soaroe  of  gratification  to  be  able  to  inform  yon  that  the  mere 
passage  of  the  law  suspending  the  writ  was  so  eJfectual  in  restraining 
those  who  were  engaged  in  treasonable  practices  and  in  dangerous 
complicity  with  our  enemies  that  the  instances  are  very  few  in  which 
arrests  were  found  necessary. 

The  effect  of  the  law  in  preventing  the  abuse  of  the  writ  for  the 
purpose  of  avoiding  military  service  by  men  whose  plain  duty  it  is  to 
defend  their  country  can  hardly  be  overestimated. 

The  sensitiveness  exhibited  in  different  parts  of  our  country  to  the 
legislation  on  this  subject  is  indicative  of  the  love  of  freedom  which  is 
innate  among  the  people,  and  which  should  ever  be  cherished  as  the 
sole  guaranty  for  the  preservation  of  their  constitutional  liberties. 
It  is  not  doubted,  however,  that  if  those  who  have  expressed  dissatis- 
faction with  the  law  had  been  in  possession  of  the  information  which 
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it  was  my  daty  to  communicate  to  you,  and  which  may  not  yet  be 
revealed  withoat  injury  to  the  public  interest,  they  would  fully  have 
approved  the  exercise  of  tlie  power  of  suspending  the  writ,  which  wis 
intrusted  to  Congress  by  the  Constitution.  All  trusts  impose  duties. 
The  power  was  intrusted  expressly  with  the  intent  that  it  should  be 
used  when  necessary  to  the  public  safety  in  case  of  invasion.  Congress 
concurring  with  me  that  the  exigency  had  arisen  which  required  the 
exercise  of  the  power,  performed  but  a  plain  duty  in  passing  the  law, 
and  such  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  the  judgment  of  the  people  when  the 
facts  can  be  made  known  without  detriment  to  their  interest. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  Executive  Dept., 

Bichmond,  Fa.,  May  20,  J864. 

Honorable  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  by  direction  of  the  President,  to  forward  for 
your  attention  and  the  proper  action  the  following  copy  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  5th  instant: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  communicate 
to  this  Honse,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  whether  the  cavalry 
and  artillery  portion  of  the  Holcombe  Legion  of  South  Carolina  Volunteers  are 
now  serving  together  or  separate.  If  separate,  how  long  they  have  been  separated, 
and  for  what  reasons  they  were  separated,  and  whether  there  exist  any  commandB 
in  the  Confederate  Army  now  doing  duty  under  legionary  reorganization. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BURTON  N.  HARRISON, 

Private  Secretary. 

[First  Indorseiueiit.] 

May  20, 1864. 
To  Adjutant-General  for  prompt  attention  and  response. 

J.  A.  a 

[Seoond  Indorsement.] 

Organization  Office,  May  28,  I864, 
The  Holcombe  Legion  consists  of  infantry  and  cavalry.    No  artil- 
lery lias  ever,  within  the  knowledge  of  this  bureau,  been  attached 

to  it.  There  are  special  legionary  organizations  in  the  Provisional 
Army;  that  is,  several  oi^anizations  combining  different  arms  of  the 
service.  It  has  been  found  impracticable  for  these  arms  to  act 
together  in  the  field,  and  in  every  instance  they  have  practically  been 
separated  from  the  date  when  each  organization  has  gone  into  active 
service.  The  infantry  and  cavalry  of  the  Holcombe  IjCgion,  though 
constituting  one  organization  in  law,  have  been  doing  duty  separately 
since  August,  1802.  The  legal  separation  of  these  anna  in  the  several 
legions  is  earnestly  desired  by  the  troops  concerned  as  well  as  by  the 
War  Department.  To  do  this,  however,  it  has  been  decided,  requires 
legislation. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  A^tUant-General. 
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Executive  Department, 

MiUedgevUle,  May  20,  J864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb, 

Commanding  Reserves,  <&c.: 

Sir:  In  your  letter  of  the  12tli  instant,  received  on  the  16th,  ia  the 
following  langu^e: 

I  do  find  in  the  decision  quoted  in  year  letter  that  onr  sapreme  cunrt  holds 
"  that  the  enrollment  (by  the  Confederate  Government)  of  the  officers  and  agents 
by  whom  the  State  governments  are  operated  and  without  whose  agency  their 
machinery mnst  stop"  would  be  violative  of  the  very  existence  of  State  govern- 
ment, ana  hence  void. 

This  admission  on  your  part  is  sufficient  reply  to  your  earnest  and 
labored  ai^ument  to  prove  that  I,  In  certifying  that  all  civil  and  mili- 
tary officers  of  this  State  are  claimed  as  exempt  from  conscription  in 
conformity  to  the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State, 
have  nullified,  or  attempted  to  nullify,  the  act  of  Congress.  If  the 
Confederate  Government  has  no  jurisdiction  whatever  over  the  State 
officei-s,  and  an  act  of  Congress  directing  their  enrollment  would,  as 
you  admit,  "be  violative  of  the  very  existence  of  State  government, 
and  hence  void,"  such  an  act,  being  a  nullity,  would  not  be  the  sub- 
ject of  nullification,  as  that  which  is  absolutely  void  can  have  no 
force  and  can  bind  nobody.  No  act  of  mine  could  make  void  that 
which  is  already  void. 

In  your  former  letter  you  claim  for  Congress  the  jurisdiction  to 
confer  upon  the  Governors  of  the  States  the  power  to  decide  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  act  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  what  State  officera 
shall  be  exempt  and  who  enrolled  as  conscripts.  You  now  admit  that 
the  Confederate  Government  has  itself  no  power  to  enroll  a  State 
officer;  but  you  do  not  inform  me  where  the  Confederate  Government 
gets  the  jurisdiction  to  delegate  to  the  Governor  of  a  State  the  power 
to  do  that  which  it  has  no  power  to  do  itself.  You  are  certainly 
entitled  to  the  credit  of  originality  for  the  discovery  that  Congress  can 
delegate  to  the  Governor  of  a  State  the  power  to  do  a  thing  which  Con- 
gress itself  has  no  power  to  do.  The  State  alone  has  jurisdiction  over 
her  own  officers.  You  admit  that  Congress  has  no  jurisdiction  over 
them,  and  cannot  enroll  one  of  them  without  the  consent  of  the  State. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  has  not  only  refused  to  give  that  con- 
sent, but  has  expressly  declai-ed  that  they  shall  all  be  exempt.  Con- 
gress now,  after  the  Legislature  has  expressly  refused  to  give  its 
consent  to  their  enrollment,  refers  the  question  to  the  Governor  to  say 
whether  they  shall  be  enrolled,  and  you  insist  that  the  Governor  has 
power  under  this  act  of  Congress,  which  you  refer  to  as  the  **  laws  of 
the  Confederate  Government,"  to  set  aside  the  act  of  the  Legislature 
and  oitler  their  enrollment,  though  you  admit  that  if  Congress  itself 
did  the  very  act  which  you  insist  that  the  Governor  should  do  under 
the  act  of  Congress,  it  would  "be  violative  of  the  very  existence  of 
State  government,  and  hence  void." 

I  am  i)erfectly  willing  10  submit  the  question  to  the  judgment  of 
any  candid  man  whether  I  did  any  "injustice"  to  an  "officer  of  the 
Confederate  Government,"  who  claims  forCongr^  such  powers  over 
the  States,  and  whose  opinions  rest  upon  such  reasoning  when  I 
expressed  regret  that  he  had  fallen  into  the  error  of  believi  ng  that  the 
"States  derive  their  powers  and  the  people  of  the  States  their  rights 
and  privileges  from  the  will  of  Congress."  An  officer  of  the  Confed- 
erate Government  has  no  just  right  to  charge  any  one  with  ignorance 
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or  conscious  misrapresentation  for  attributing  to  his  own  mind  the 
conclusions  which  necessarily  result  from  its  own  reasoning. 

If  an  officer  of  the  Confederate  Government  had  never  been  consid- 
ered a  very  decided  advocate  of  State's  rights  or  State  sovereignty, 
but  had  filled  office  in  the  Federal  Government  most  of  his  politicHJ 
life  with  an  eye  to  its  highest  official  position^  and  while  he  considered! 
his  prospects  bright  had  seemed  to  regard  the  Union  as  the  greatest 
good}  but  when  he  lost  sight  of  obtaining  the  highest  position  in  the 
Union,  if  he  warmly  espoused  for  a  time  the  cause  of  Slate's  rights,  to 
get  out  of  the  Union  that  he  might  take  his  chances  in  the  new  den- 
ization, and  he  then  claimed  for  Congress  such  powers  over  the  States 
as  I  have  above  referred  to,  it  might  not  be  injustice  to  consider  these 
things  in  forming  a  conclusion  as  to  his  present  political  opinions. 

You  are  so  much  accustomed  to  practice  upon  popular  credulity 
and  appeal  to  popular  prejudice  by  the  cry  of  conflict  between  the 
State  and  Confederate  governments  that  you  seem  to  feel  that  an 
opportunity  for  making  political  capital  is  lost  when  you  are  left  with- 
out a  pretext  for  bewailing  a  supposed  conflict  which  you  so  often 
attempt  by  a  stretch  of  the  imagination  to  discover  far  in  the  misty 
distance.  As  this  cry  of  conflict  now  constitutes  your  political  stock 
in  trade,  and  you  have  much  reason  to  fear  Othello's  occupation 
gone"  whenever  you  can  no  longer  alarm  the  people  with  it,  I  can 
well  imagine  your  disappointment  when  I  so  shaped  my  certificate  as 
to  maintain  the  sovereignty  and  rights  of  the  State,  carry  out  the  reso- 
lution  of  the  Legislature,  and  avoid  all  conflict  or  appearance  of  con- 
flict witli  the  President. 

You  refer  to  the  example  of  Governor  Smith,  of  Vii^inia,  who,  it 
seems,  has  turned  over  the  justices  of  peace  of  that  State  under  fifty 
years  of  age  to  conscription.  If  the  newspapers  are  to  be  credited, 
while  he  has  done  this  he  has  claimed  as  exempt  other  classes  of  per- 
sons wlio  are  not  strictly  State  officers  or  agents,  and  are  not,  there- 
fore, claimed  by  me  as  exempt,  which  sums  up  the  whole  number 
claimed  by  him  to  a  lai^er  aggregate  than  I  have  claimed  under  the 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State. 

I  am  not  advised  as  to  the  action  the  Virginia  Legislature  bad  taken 
upon  this  subject.  From  my  knowledge  of  Governor  Smith's  char- 
acter I  feel  satisfied,  however,  that  he  has  not  turned  over  to  conscrip- 
tion any  officer  of  the  State  whose  enrollment  has  been  forbidden  hy 
the  act  of  the  Legislature.  I  unite  with  you  in  honoring  Governor 
Smith  for  his  services  in  the  military  field,  which,  I  suppose,  afford 
satisfactory  evidence  even  t-o  yourself  that  he  is  not  wanting  in  eitiier 
courage  or  patriotism;  and  yet  I  suppose  you  will  not  pretend  that  he 
has  shared  in  the  dangers  of  battle  or  spent  much  time  in  the  field 
with  the  soldiers  since  he  has  been  called  by  the  people  of  Virginia  to 
the  responsible  position  of  Executive  of  his  State. 

I  have  not  heard  of  the  militarj'  exploits  in  the  field  of  Gover- 
nor Smith,  of  Virginia;  Governor  Vance,  of  Nortb  Carolina;  Gov- 
ernor Bonham,  of  SouUi  Carolina;  Governor  Watts,  of  Alabama; 
Governor  Clark,  of  Mississippi,  or  Governor  Allen,  of  Louisiana,  since 
each,  respectively,  was  called  from  the  Army  to  preside  over  the  execu- 
tive department  of  his  State.  Take  a  more  distinguished  example. 
I  have  not  heard  of  the  instance  since  the  war  commenced  in  which 
Mr.  Davis  has  exposed  liimself  to  the  dangers  of  battle.  Each  of  thest^ 
gentlemen  since  he  has  l>een  called  to  the  dischai^e  of  executive 
duties  has  enjoyed  "the  same  quiet  and  security  from  danger"  which 
you  -say  "has  fallen  to  my  lot,"  and  I  presume  neither  of  them  has 
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been  less  useful,  or  found  hU  cares  and  responsibilities  less  embar- 
rassing in  the  ^'security  from  danger"  which  he  has  enjoyed  in  the 
discharge  of  his  official  duties,  th«i  they  were  when  he  occupied  a 
position  in  the  field. 

I  am  perfectly  willing  that  the  hardy,  wayworn  veterans  of  Georgia 
who  are  kept  in  the  front,  and  have  no  comfortable  office,  and  no 
command  in  the  rear,  who  left  their  wives  and  little  ones  to  defend 
your  large  inheritance,  as  well  as  their  own  log  cabins,  to  whom,  when 
naked  and  barefoot  in  the  dreary  st-omis  of  winter,  I  have  sent  clothes 
and  shoes  when  they  could  get  none  from  the  Confederacy,  and  whose 
poor,  helpless  wives  and  little  ones  I  have  labored  day  and  night  to 
procure  appropriations,  and  get  up  supplies  to  feed  and  clothe,  when 
snfFering  for  food  and  raiment,  shall  judge  whether  my  services  have 
been  more  valuable  in  my  present  position  than  they  could  have  been 
in  the  field,  however  a  good  soldier  I  migKt  have  been  able  to  make; 
and  whether  I  have  indeed  been  their  friend,  or,  as  you  would  inti- 
mate, only  their  "pretended  friend."  I  am  as  well  content  to  abide 
their  judgment  now  as  I  was  last  fall  when,  with  remarkable  una- 
nimity, they  gave  me  assurances  that  they  were  my  friends,  which  were 
as  gratifying  to  me  as  they  were  mortifying  to  conflict  croakers  and 
enemies  of  the  State  government,  who  had  spent  more  time  and  labor 
in  misrepresenting  ray  motives  and  my  acts  and  attempting  to  con- 
vince the  people  at  home  that  the  Army  was  almost  a  unit  against  me, 
than  they  had  in  providing  for  the  wants  of  the  soldiers  or  the  com- 
fort of  their  families  at  home. 

You  call  attention  to  the  number  of  militia  officers  in  this  State, 
and  refer  to  my  statement  in  my  late  mesHage  that  if  the  act  of  Con- 
gress  is  executed  in  the  State  it  deprives  her  of  her  whole  active 
militia;  and  you  say  the  act  is  now  being  executed  which  leaves 
these  militia  officers  to  take  "military  chai^  of  themselves,"  for, 
say  yon,  "they  constitute  in  and  of  themselves  their  entire  and  sole 
command." 

Now,  it  does  seem  to  be  a  little  remarkable  that  a  Confederate  major- 
^'eneral  of  the  reserves,  who  you  say  are  to  be  left  to  the  "easier 
duties"  "in  the  rear,"  in  which  others  who  are  to  "join  their  com- 
rades in  theiield"  are  "at  present  engaged,"  should  conclude  that  he 
is  entitled  to  a  monopoly  in  the  easier  duty  in  the  rear,  and  should 
assume  that  his  own  reserves  are  the  only  reserves.  I  beg  you  t-o 
remember  that  the  laws  of  this  State  provide  for  militia  reserves,  who 
are  to  participate  with  you  in  the  discharge  of  those  "easier  duties" 
"in  the  rear,"  and  who,  when  the  active  militia — or  militia  proper — 
have  gone,  may  in  great  emei^ncies  be  called  out  to  "  repel  invasion, 
Bappress  insunection,  or  execute  the  laws."  If,  when  the  active  Con- 
federate soldiery  have  been  called  from  the  discharge  of  the  "easier 
duties"  "in  the  rear"  to  "join  their  comrades  in  the  field,"  you,  as  the 
commander  of  the  Confederate  reserves,  find  other  occupation  than 
the  military  charge  of  yourself,  experience  may  soon  teach  you  what 
use  there  may  be  for  officers  of  the  militia  reserves  after  the  active 
militia  have  gone  to  the  field.  The  great  desire  on  your  part  seems 
to  be  that  these  officers  of  the  militia  reserves  shall  be  transferred 
from  their  present  reserve  service  to  the  Reserve  Corps  under  your 
command. 

Their  "official  retreats"  in  command  of  reserves  seems  to  annoy 
you,  but  you  have  no  objection  to  their  "private  retreat"  as  reserves, 
if  placed  under  your  control.  In  other  words,  it  seems  to  be  a  question 
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whether  you  or  the  prox>er  State  authority  ^lall  command  these  State 
reserves,  and  the  Legislature  with  great  unanimity  determined  to 
leave  them  under  the  command  of  the  proper  State  authority.  If  you 
are  not  the  "solitary  exception  on  the  other  side"  who  find  fault 
with  the  action  of  the  Legislature,  I  would  submit  whether  modesty 
may  not  suggest  the  propriety  of  your  acquiescence  in  the  decision  of 
the  General  Asseml)ly  of  your  State  upon  this  point.  I  do  most 
respectfully  insist  that  while  engaged  in  the  command  of  reserves, 
who  you  must  admit  are  a  very  useful  organization,  you  should  have 
a  little  more  fellow-feeling  for  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  honora- 
ble and  useful  employment,  which  occupies  all  your  own  time  which 
you  cannot  spare  to  the  imi>ortant  political  duties  of  your  office.  In 
your  letter  appears  a  reiteration  of  your  former  statement  that  from 
your  knowledge  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  they  never  intended 
to  exempt  all  State  officers,  though  they  have  solemnly  declared  on 
their  official  oaths  that  they  did  so  intend.  And  you  go  further,  and 
in  effect  say  that  neither  Congress  nor  our  supreme  court  nor  any- 
body else  but  myself  ever  conceived  the  idea  that  the  justices  of  the 
peace,  constables,  and  militia  officers  (for  whom  you  seem  to  have  a 
great  aversion)  were  to  be  exempt. 

I  am  aware  that  you,  while  your  fellow-generals  were  in  front  of  the 
enemy  in  the  field,  spent  days  and  nights  in  Milledgeville  lobbying 
and  lecturing  the  members  of  the  Legislature  at  its  late  session  for 
the  purpose  of  convincing  them  that  it  was  their  duty  to  sanction  t  he 
late  act  of  Congress  suspending  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus;  but  as  neither  your  knowledge  of  them  nor  their  knowledge 
of  you  influenced  them  to  sustain  your  views,  I  am  still  at  a  loss  to 
know,  and  you  have  not  been  pleased  to  say,  how  you  are  able  to 
determine  from  your  knowledge  of  the  members  that  they  did  not 
understand  the  meaning  of  plain  English  words,  and  when  they  said 
all  civil  and  military  officers  should  be  exempt,  they  did  not  mean  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  constables,  and  militia  officers;  and  how  it  was 
that  the  supreme  court,  when  they  said  State  officers  and  agents,  did 
not  mean  justices  of  the  peace,  when  the  constitution  of  the  State, 
which  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  are  sworn  to  support,  expressly 
mentions  justices'  courts  as  part  of  the  judiciary  of  the  State,  and 
makes  justices  of  the  peace  as  much  State  officers  as  judges  of  the 
supreme  court.  As  this  new  rule,  which  you  have  the  honor  of  dis- 
covering, of  interpreting  the  meaning  of  the  language  used  by  the 
Legislature  by  your  simple  knowledge  of  the  members,  which  proves 
that  the  English  word  all "  means  only  part,  is  unknown  to  the  author- 
ities on  the  rules  of  construction,  and  as  you  have  not  thought  proper 
to  explain  or  elaborate  it  I  presume  the  world  mnst  remain  in  igno- 
rance of  it  till  such  time  as  you  may  think  proper  to  enlighten  the 
judges  and  other  luminaries  of  the  law.  I  suppose  you  were  guided 
by  this  new  secret  rule  of  construction  when  you,  while  referring  to 
my  certificate,  use  this  language: 

The  Legislature  had  declared  that  all  civil  and  military  officers  should  be 
exempt;  still,  you  did  not  say  that  the  Legislature  demanded  the  exemption;  your 
language  is,  "I  claim,  as  exempt,"  &c. 

To  say  that  the  liCgislature  has  declared  that  all  civil  and  military 
officers  shall  be  exempt,  but  the  Legislature  does  not  demand  their 
exemption  when  it  says  they  shall  be  exempt,  is  to  draw  a  distinction 
which,  I  presume,  would  be  rather  refined  for  the  comprehension  of 
the  supreme  court. 
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Bnt  you  recoil  at  the  odium  which  would  attach  to  the  Legislature 
if  their  lan^age  should  be  construed  to  mean  what  every  sane  man 
in  the  Stat«  except  yourself  knows  it  does  mean,  and  was  intended  to 
mean.  Now,  I  trust  you  may  be  able  to  quiet  your  apprehensions  for 
the  safety  of  the  Legislature  with  the  cool  reflection  that  after  all 
your  efforts  to  stir  up  public  odium  upon  this  question  it  is  only 
inhaled  in  the  atmosphere  breathed  by  yourself  and  co-laborers,  many 
of  whom  were  themselves  defeated  candidates  for  the  very  offices 
whose  incumbents  in  ''ofiBcial  retreats"  they  affect  to  regard  witJi  so 
much  loathing  and  detestation.  As  a  majority  of  the  voters  elect 
these  officers,  the  reasonable  presumption  is  that  they  feel  less  indig- 
nation at  their  own  action  than  is  professed  by  defeated  candidates 
and  designing  politicians. 

My  attention  is  invited  by  you  to  the  propriety  of  convening  an 
extra  session  of  the  Legislature  to  repeal  this  resolution  and  turn 
over  these  State  officers  to  conscription.  As  it  is  a  question  upon 
which  the  same  Legislature  which  I  am  invited  to  convene  has 
already  acted,  and  as  they  have,  after  returning  home  and  consulting 
with  their  constituents,  been  in  session  since  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  as  they  had  the  benefit  of  a  lecture  from  you  upon  their 
duties  when  last  in  session,  and  did  not  think  proper  to  reconsider 
and  reverse  their  action,  I  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  incur  so  hea\'y 
an  expense  to  the  Stale  for  the  gratification  of  a  single  individual 
who  was  much  exercised  about  the  unnecessary  expense  incurred  at 
the  late  extra  session. 

Again,  when  I  take  into  account  the  fact  that  we  are  obliged  to 
have  provisions  another  year,  and  to  have  some  able-bodied  men  at 
home  to  attend  to  the  business  of  the  country,  and  to  look  to  the 
wants  of  the  wives  and  children  of  our  brave  defenders  in  the  field, 
and  that  you  are  taking  so  laxge  a  number  of  the  population  of  the 
State  by  conscription,  including  the  lame  and  the  halt,  if  not  the 
blind,  who  might  be  of  some  use  at  home,  but  can  be  of  none  in  camps 
of  instruction  and  in  hospitals,  and  that  of  the  whole  number  of 
State  officers  probably  nine-tenths  are  either  farmers  or  mechanics, 
or,  as  shown  in  my  last  letter,  exempt  without  regard  [to]  their  State 
office,  or  who  were  elected  to  those  offices  because  the  people  consid- 
ered their  serviee-s  more  valuable  at  home  than  in  tiio  battle-field,  I 
mnst  decline  to  comply  with  your  snggestion,  however  much  I  may 
r^ret  my  inability  to  relieve  your  mind  from  the  disquietude  which 
the  presence  of  some  of  these  State  officers  as  co-laborers  in  com- 
mand of  reserves  seems  to  excite.  You  will  at  least  have  the  conso- 
lation to  know,  however,  that  you  have  the  oldest  commission  as 
major-general  of  reserves,  and  are  therefore  the  ranking  officer  in 
that  service.  If  you  should  at  any  time  chance  to  go  to  the  front, 
where  the  emergency  is  pressing,  I  trust  you  will  find  the  officers  of 
the  reserve  militia  with  a  goodly  number  of  the  civil  officers  there  in 
advance  of  you,  prepared  to  welcome  you,  and  to  vie  with  you  in 
patriotic  deeds  and  heroic  valor  till  the  danger  has  passed.  As  they 
are  now  hastening  to  the  front  to  meet  the  enemy  in  the  present 
emergency,  let  me  suggest  for  your  consideration  whether  it  would 
not  be  more  profitable  to  the  country  that  you  follow  their  example 
than  that  you  remain  at  home  to  malce  issues  upon  them,  and  attempt 
to  stir  up  public  indignation  against  them  In  the  rear  while  they  are 
confronting  the  enemy  at  the  post  of  danger. 

I  am  assured  by  your  letter  that  the  defense  of  the  State  will  not 
he  weakened  by  the  breaking  up  of  the  State  militia,  under  the  act  of 
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Congress,  to  give  you  material  of  which  to  form  a  command,  unless  I 
throw  eveiy  obstacle  in  my  power  in  the  way  of  the  organization 
which  you  are  to  control.  Since  the  action  of  the  IjCgislature  I  have 
not  thrown  the  slightest  obstacle  in  the  way  of  your  calling  out  and 
putting  into  your  organization  every  man  subject  to  your  control 
under  the  laws. 

You  have  had  a  fair,  open  field  of  operations  for  nearly  two  months, 
while  the  enemy  were  massing  a  heavy  force  upon  the  soil  of  the 
State,  with  every  reason  why  you  should  expect  a  most  formidable 
attack  by  this  time.  You  have  had  all  the  motives  t«  which  you 
refer  vrith  so  much  apparent  feeling  in  favor  of  re-enforcing  and 
relieving  our  gallant  men  in  front  to  prompt  and  stimulate  you  to 
activity  and  energy,  and  with  all  this  time  for  preparation  and  these 
weighty  reasons  to  wake  you  up  to  prompt  action,  without  which  no 
military  commander  can  be  useful,  I  fear  you  are  not  prepared,  and 
that  it  may  still  take  yon  weeks  to  complete  your  oi^anization  and 
reach  the  field  with  your  command  in  condition  to  strike  an  effective 
blow  for  your  State  in  this  critical  hour  of  her  danger.  Within  as 
long  a  time  as  that  already  consumed  by  you  the  adjutant  and  inspec- 
tor general  of  this  State,  under  my  direction,  had  organized  over  20,CW-H' 
militia,  who  would  have  been  subject  to  have  been  called  out  for  the 
emergency  upon  the  shortest  notice,  and  might  now  have  been  in 
Cherokee,  Ga. ,  ready  to  aid  in  the  great  struggle  had  not  the  ot^ani- 
zatiun  been  crippled  that  its  most  active  material  might  be  turned 
over  to  make  your  command. 

Your  attempt  to  divert  attention  from  your  tardiness  in  tihis  most 
important  and  critical  period,  when  so  much  depended  uiton  your 
promptn^s,  by  taking  up  time  in  raising  issues  about  the  exemptions 
of  State  ofBcers,  and  whether  it  was  best  that  I  or  the  President 
should  command  the  militia,  cannot  succeed.  After  assuming  that 
everybody  desired  that  the  President  should  command  them  you  put 
mo  down  as  the  solitaiy  exception  on  the  other  side.  I  presume  you 
had  neglected  before  making  the  assertion  to  examine  the  journals  of 
the  Legislature  upon  that  question. 

While  the  resolution  to  turn  over  the  part  of  the  militia  between 
seventeen  and  fifty  to  the  command  of  the  President  passed  by  a 
majority  of  the  Legislature,  you  may  probably  learn  from  the  jour- 
nals and  from  your  knowledge  of  the  members  that  the  minority  was 
too  lai^e  and  respectable  to  leave  any  foundation  in  fact  for  yonr 
assertion. 

If  it  should  turn  out  that  the  President  has  been  so  unfortunate  in 
his  selection  of  a  proper  officer  to  organize  and  command  this  force  as 
to  render  it  useless  at  the  time  when  it  is  most  needed,  the  action  of 
the  minority  of  the  Legislature,  which  was  in  favor  of  retaining  the 
State  militia  already  organized  for  the  emergency,  may  be  proven  to 
have  been  wiser  than  you  are  willing  to  admit. 

While  referring  to  the  Confederate  officers  who  hold  positions  in 
the  rear  you  say  that  I  know  that  some  of  them  occupy  their  present 
positions  not  at  their  own  suggestions,  but  in  obedience  to  orders  of 
those  who  have  the  right  to  assign  them  to  these  duties.  I  think  I  do 
know  of  at  least  one  instance  in  which  the  President,  having  once 
trusted  a  general  with  a  command  in  the  front  which  required  some 
qualification  for  the  position,  afterward  transferred  him  to  the  rear, 
and  I  know  of  no  reason  for  calling  into  question  either  the  patriotism 
or  the  prudence  of  the  President  in  making  the  transfer.  Doubtless 
his  action  was  prompted  by  a  desire  to  promote  tJie  best  interest  of 
the  service. 
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Referring  to  my  statement  in  my  last  letter  that  I,  in  response  to 
the  last  call  made  upon  me  by  the  President  for  troops,  had  furnished 
over  double  the  number  required,  you  say  the  reference  is  an  unfor- 
tunate one,  Ac.  You  then  admit  that  it  is  true  I  furnished  the  Presi- 
dent on  paper  double  the  number  asked  for,  but  you  affirm  that  owing 
to  my  di\'islon  of  the  State  into  territorial  districts  beyond  which  the 
troops  could  not  be  required  to  go,  the  number  of  men  obtained  when 
needed,  Ac,  was  not  mnch  greater  than  one-half  the  number  called 
for  by  the  President.  In  order  to  test  this  statement  by  the  standard 
of  truth  it  is  proper  that  I  refer  to  the  call  made  by  the  President 
for  those  troops  and  the  service  to  be  rendered  by  Uiem.  The  call 
made  by  the  President  through  the  Secretary'  of  War  was  based  upon 
the  two  acts  of  Congress  passed  21st  of  August,  18G1,  and  13th  of 
October,  18fi2,  to  raise  troops  for  local  defense  and  8i>ecial  service. 
One  of  these  acts,  as  you  well  know,  declared  that  troops  under  it 
may  be  mustered  in  for  local  defense,  and  gives  the  troops  the  right 
in  their  muster-rolls  to  set  forth  distinctly  the  ''services  to  be  per- 
fonned."  In  specifying  the  objects  of  the  call  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  referring  to  those  acts  upon  which  it  was  based,  uses  this  langu^;e : 

Under  the  former  of  tbeee,  if  organizations  could  be  effected  with  the  limi- 
tation prescribed  in  their  muster-rolls,  of  service  only  at  home  or  at  specified 
poiats  of  importance  within  the  particular  State,  they  would  be  admirably 
adapted  to  obtain  the  desired  ends  of  callii^  ont  those  best  qualified  for  the  serv- 
ice—of employing  them  only  when  and  so  long  as  they  might  be  needed,  &c. 

Under  this  call  each  company  had  the  right  to  specify  on  paper — 
that  is,  in  its  muster-roll — what  places  it  would  engage  to  defend.  If 
the  muster-roll  specified  that  the  company  would  act  for  local  defense, 
in  the  language  of  the  Secretary  of  War  *'  at  home "  or  at  "specified 
points,"  it  was  a  full  compliance  with  the  call,  and  troops  so  organ- 
ized, the  Secretary  says,  are  admirably  adapted  to  obtain  the  desired 
ends.  Now,  so  far  from  accepting  troops  with  the  narrow  territorial 
limits  in  their  muster-rolls,  which  by  the  call  of  the  President  they 
were  authorized  to  prescribe,  I  required  them — except  in  cases  of 
troops  for  the  defense  of  certain  cities,  Ac. — to  prescribe  a  larger 
limit,  covering  at  least  one-fourth  of  the  territory  of  the  State.  I  not 
only  furnished,  over  double  the  number  of  troops  required  by  the 
President,  but  I  tendered  them,  most  companies  covering  with  their 
muster-rolls  a  much  larger  space  of  territory  than  the  President 
required.  Indeed,  a  considerable  number  of  their  muster-rolls  covered 
the  whole  State  as  their  limit.  Each  and  every  company  was  there- 
fore tendered  with  as  largo  a  territorial  limit  as  the  President  called 
for,  and  each  and  every  one  was  subject  to  do  service  at  any  moment 
within  that  limit  if  the  emergency  happened  which  they  were  organ- 
ized to  meet.  You  were  the  major-general  placed  in  command  of 
these  troops;  you  had  bt^foro  you  the  acts  of  Congress  under  which 
they  were  organized;  you  knew  that  Iheir  muster-rolls  covered  as 
much  territory  as  either  the  act  of  Congress  or  the  call  of  the  Presi- 
dent required,  and  you  admit  that  I  furnished  double  the  number 
called  for. 

Your  denial  that  I  filled  the  requisition  according  to  the  call  of  the 
President  was  made  with  full  knowledge  of  the  facts  that  the  call  was 
not  only  filled,  but  doubly  filled.  As  you  cannot  pleiwl  ignorance  in 
mitigation  of  your  palpable  misstatements,  I  must  leave  you  to 
reconcile  it  with  the  facts  as  best  you  may.  Whether  you  employed 
those  called  to  the  field  "only  when  and  so  long  as"  the  emergency 
lasted  for  the  kind  of  service  which  they  were  ca-lled  for  to  perform, 
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as  was  promised  by  the  President,  or  kept  them  in  the  Jield  at  great 
inconvenience  to  them  and  loss  to  the  State  after  the  emergency  had 
passed,  that  you  might  not  be  left  with  wreaths  upon  your  shoulders 
without  a  command,  is  a  subject  upon  which  those  who  were  then 
subject  to  your  orders  are  entitled  and  doubtlsss  have  their  own 
opinions. 

Upon  the  subject  of  "reprehensible  speculations "  you  take  occa- 
sion to  say  that  I  "doubtless  have  personal  knowledge  of  such  con- 
duet  among  State  officers."  In  this  you  labor  under  a  very  erroneous 
impression.  I  know  of  no  reprehensible,  dishonorable,  or  unjust 
speculation  among  St^te  officers.  If  you  have  knowledge  of  any  such 
it  will  doubtless  be  an  agreeable  task  for  you  to  expose  it,  and  I  com- 
mend the  subject  to  your  earnest  attention. 

Taking  the  term  "  personal  knowledge"  as  used  by  you  in  connection 
with  reports  in  circulation  that  in  the  bitter  denunciations  of  me 
with  which  you  are  accustomed  to  entertain  those  around  you,  refer- 
enae'  has  been  made  by  you  to  certain  lands  which  I  have  purchased 
in  Southwestern  Georgia,  with  some  other  property,  and  insinuations 
thrown  out  that  I  had.  obtained  the  money  by  unfair  means,  I  may 
be  justified  in  making  such  reference  to  my  individual  affairs  in  this 
connection  as  under  other  circumstances  would  be  improper. 

Before  the  war  commenced  I  had  a  handsome  property,  which 
yielded  me,  outside  of  my  salary,  a  competent  income.  I  had  inher- 
ited very  little  of  it,  but  had  made  it  by  industry  and  energy  and 
what  the  world  is  pleased  to  call  good  luck — as  by  the  discovery  of  a 
mine  upon  lands  which  I  had  purchased  for  a  small  price  for  other 
purposes. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  war  I  have  inherited,  as  the  records 
of  the  county  will  show,  over  $20,000  in  gold  or  its  equivalent,  which 
was  invested  before  the  depreciation  in  a  manner  to  ba  worth  in  the 
currency  in  its  depreciated  condition  the  past  winter  a  laiger  sum 
than  would  have  been  necessary  to  pay  for  every  dollar's  worth  of 
property  I  have  purchased,  including  my  IfmdjB  in  Southwestern 
Geoigia. 

If  you  will  take  the  trouble  to  calculate  a  moment  you  will  see 
that  $20,000  in  gold  last  winter,  or  this  spring,  at  20  for  1  was  worth 
$400,000  in  currency;  or  if  the  gold  had  been  invested  so  as  to  be 
worth  10  for  1  it  was  worth  in  currency  $200,000,  which  latter  amount 
in  currency  will  a  great  deal  more  than  cover  all  the  investments  in 
property  which  I  have  made. 

As  the  amount  of  inheritance  to  which  I  have  referred  came  to 
me  in  right  of  my  wife  and  children,  I  feel  quite  sure  that  you  will 
not  object  to  this  as  a  "reprehensible  speculation"  or  a  dishonest 
mode  of  obtaining  property,  if  the  siun  inherited  even  amounted  to 
all  I  ever  made. 

At  the  time  I  made  the  purchase  of  the  southwestern  lands  and  a 
small  interest  ($10,000  in  currency)  in  iron  property  in  Bartow  County 

I  did  not  choose  to  convert  all  the  securities  I  had  into  currency,  and 
I  borrowed  most  of  the  money  to  meet  the  payments,  and  owe  $50,000 
in  currency.  I  expect  to  pay  this  back  whenever,  in  my  judgment, 
the  securities  in  which  I  invested  gold,  or  part,  of  my  lands,  will  bring 
the  best  price  in  currency  and  take  the  least  amount  of  property  to 
raise  the  money.  I  believe  my  credltoi-s  are  not  apprehensive  of  loss. 
I  will  only  add  that  I  have  the  gratification  to  know  that  I  never  lived 
in  ease  upon  the  property  of  my  wife  and  children  while  my  judg- 
ment creditors  were  delayed  in  the  collection  of  their  just  dues. 
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I  am  probably  due  you  an  apology  for  this  reference  to  my  indi- 
vidual business.  I  certainly  am  if  by  the  use  of  the  term  personal 
knowledge"  you  did  not  intend  to  impute  anything  dishonorable  or 
unjust  to  me  in  my  individual  transactions.  If  you  did,  I  have  given 
you  siitih  information  as  will  enable  you  in  future  to  avoid  misrepre- 
senting me  personally,  if  you  have  the  will  to  do  so,  whatever  may 
be  your  opinions  of  the  merits  of  ray  official  acts  [as]  a  public  officer; 
upon  the  latter  subject  I  must  confess  I  feel  a  verj'^  cool  indifference. 
Respectfully, 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN. 


Executive  Department, 

MiUedgeviUe,  May  21,  2864. 

Hon.  C.  6.  Memhtngeb, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Your  telegram  of  the  10th  did  not  reach  me  till  yesterday.  The 
act  of  Congress  to  which  you  refer,  which  prohibits  the  exportation  of 
cotton  and  other  productions  except  under  such  uniform  regulations 
as  shall  be  made  by  the  President,  has  in  it  this  express  proviso,  "that 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  Confederate 
States  or  any  of  them  from  exporting  any  of  the  articles  herein 
enumerated  on  their  own  account."  The  300  bales  of  cotton  upon 
the  Little  Ada  belong  to  the  State  of  Greorgia,  and  I  propose  to  export 
it  on  State  account  to  pay  for  blankets  for  Georgia  soldiers,  and  if 
any  surplus  to  apply  it  to  the  purchase  of  cotton  cards  for  the  i>eopIo 
of  the  State,  under  an  act  of  the  Legislature. 

I  deny  your  right  to  repeal  the  act  of  Congress  by  your  order,  or  to 
refuse  clearance  to  the  State  under  any  just  rule  of  construction  which 
you  can  apply  to  the  plain  proviso  in  the  act  of  Congress.  I  there- 
fore again  demand  clearance  as  a  right,  not  as  a  favor,  and  waiving 
for  the  present  the  question  of  your  right  to  ask  it  of  the  State,  offer 
to  pay  export  duties. 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN. 


Headquarters  Georqia  Reserves, 

MacoTit  Qa.,  May  31,  I864. 

lion.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.: 
Sir:  I  am,  in  accordance  with  your  directions,  preparing  with  all 
earnestness  the  oi^ganization  of  the  reserves  into  r^^ents.  Two  of 
these  Teg:iments  are  now  on  dnty  at  Anderson.  I  expect  to  send  a 
third  in  a  few  days.  One  is  on  duty  here,  and  by  the  middle  of  next 
week  I  shall  have  another  organized  at  this  point.  By  the  1st  of  next 
month  I  hope  to  have  three  others  organized.  I  fully  concur  in  the 
views  of  the  President  and  yourself  that  these  men  should  not  be  kept 
I>ermanently  in  the  field,  but  with  the  demands  made  upon  me  for 
guards,  Ac,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  keep  them  all  in  service.  I  trust 
that  the  condition  of  the  country  may  soon  authorize  a  different 
course.  A  circular  from  the  Conscript  Bureau  pcraitively  forbids  any 
persons  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  from  holding  office  in  the 
reserves.  I  beg  most  earnestly  that  no  such  order  will  be  enforced. 
It  is  a  virtual  disbandment  of  the  reserves.  If  the  oflBcers  of  tliat  age 
were  now  taken  from  the  regiments  now  on  duty  it  would  utterly  ruin 
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them.  These  regiments  are  employed  in  an  important  service,  and  I 
do  hope,  trust,  beg,  and  entreat  that  the  officers  be  permitted  to 
remain  with  them.  They  are  inefficient  enough,  God  knows,  without 
this  final,  fatal  blow.  'Hie  number  of  men  fit  for  the  field  is  too  small 
to  make  any  difference  with  the  efficiency  of  the  Army,  whilst  with 
this  corps  they  are  all  important.  Rest  assured  the  efflciency  of  our 
Army  will  not  be  weakened  by  the  simple  act  of  .jiistice  to  our  brave 
privates  of  allowing  them  promotion.  Don't,  I  beg  you.  don't  permit, 
this  wrong,  both  to  the  service  and  good  men. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours,  Ac, 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Major-  General. 

[iDdorsement.] 

SUy  27,  1864. 

From  the  time  you  were  charged  not  merely  with  the  duty  of  receiv- 
ing companies  of  reserves  and  organizing,  but  with  the  duty  of  organ- 
izing the  companies  also,  you  were  of  course  exempt  from  the  obligation 
of  Colonel  Jordan's  circular,  and  was  free  to  exercise  your  discretion. 
Besides,  that  order  went  further  than  my  intent,  which  was  misiinder- 
stood  by  Colonel  Preston.  I  did  not  wish  active  conscripts  or  men  in 
the  field  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  eligible,  but  I  expect  many 
of  the  exempt  or  invalided  classes  to  be  so  capable  of  selection.  I 
cannot  agree  with  you  in  thinking  men  should  be  taken  for  such 
casual  service  from  the  field,  but  I  will  not  take  away  existing  officers 
or  nrevent  the  selection  of  invalids  or  exempts,  &c. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 


Executive  Department, 

MtUedgeviSe,  May  21,  I8O4. 

Col.  William  M.  Browne, 

Commandant,  dbc: 

Sir:  I  am  gratified  to  find  that  it  is  your  desire,  while  you  discharge 
your  duties  faithfully  to  the  Confederacy,  to  i-espect  the  rights  of  the 
State  and  her  officers  and  to  avoid,  as  you  say,  any  "real  or  apparent 
confiict"  with  the  State  authorities.  You  submit  the  inquiry  whether 
I  claim  as  exempt  from  conscription  persons  who  have  been  elected  to 
State  offices  since  their  enrollment  as  conscripts.  I  hold  that  any 
citizen  not  actually  in  military  service  may  accept  any  office  to  which 
he  may  be  elected,  and  that  he  is  not  in  service  till  he  is  actually 
enrolled  and  personally  notified  of  his  enrollment.  I  have  already 
informed  many  who  have  applied  to  me  for  information  that  if  there 
has  been  actual  enrollment  and  personal  notice  to  the  conscript  that 
he  is  enrolled  before  he  is  elected  or  appointed  to  a  State  ofSoe  the 
election  or  appointment  will  not  protect  him.  Some  have  differed 
from  me  on  th£»  point  for  whose  legal  opinions  I  have  much  respect, 
and  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  persons  in  the  military  service 
of  the  Confederacy  have  the  right,  without  the  consent  of  that  Gov- 
ernment, to  accept  civil  or  military  office  under  the  State  government, 
which  entitles  them  to  protection  under  the  resolution  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  State,  which  declares  that  all  civil  and  militarj'  officers  of 
this  State  shall  be  exempt  from  conscription.  I  have  therefore 
advised  such  as  entertain  this  opinion  to  submit  the  case  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  judiciary  by  habeas  corpus  if  not  content  with  my  ruling; 
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and  if  they  are  sustained  by  the  judiciary,  which  I  trust  will  not  be 
di8turbe<l  in  or  denied  the  right  to  hear  such  caseH,  it  will  then  be  my 

duty  to  protect  them. 

Till  the  courts  have  decided  otherwise  I  shall  act  upon  the  rule 
that  all  who  are  elected  or  appointed  to  State  offices  before  they  have 
been  actually  enrolled  and  personally  notified  of  their  enrollment  are 
entitled  to  protection  under  the  decision  of  our  supreme  court  which 
denies  jurisdiction  over  State  officers  to  the  Confederate  Government, 
and  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature,  which  has  jurisdiction  overthem, 
that  they  shall  all  be  exempt;  but  shall  hold  that  those  who  are  in  the 
actual  military  service  of  the  Confederacy  cannot,  during  their  term 
of  service,  accept  office  in  the  State  without  the  consent  of  the  Con- 
federate Goyemment. 

Yon  are  doubtless  aware  that  there  are  certain  classes  of  State 
officers  whose  previous  enrollment  will  not  interfere  with  their  right 
of  acceptance,  as  the  Confederate  Government  has  already  by  the  act 
of  Congress  given  its  consent  to  their  discharge  from  military  service 
when  elected  as  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  judges  of  the 
courts,  clerks  of  courts  of  record,  sheriffs,  oi-dinaries,  Ac.  I  shall 
expect  you  to  discharge  even  from  camps  of  instruction  persons 
elected  or  legally  appointed  to  fill  any  of  the  offices  mentioned  in  the 
act  of  Congress,  as  I  consider  that  they  have  the  consent  of  the  Con- 
federate Government,  which  for  the  time  has  control  of  them,  that 
they  be  discharged  to  accept  these  positions  when  legally  tendered  to 
them;  but  till  the  courts  rule  otherwise  I  shall  hold  that  pereons  in 
military  sei*vice  have  no  right  to  be  discharged  to  accept  offices  not 
mentioned  in  the  act,  as  the  Confederate  Government  has  given  no 
consent  in  these  cases. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  conflict 
between  me  and  the  Confederate  Government  upon  this  point.  I  also 
hold  that  a  State  officer  who  has  voluntarily  enlisted  in  the  military 
service  of  the  Confederacy  has  waived  his  right  as  an  officer  and  can- 
not fall  baclc  upon  his  office  for  protection.  If,  however,  he  volun- 
teered under  threats  of  coercion  or  of  immediate  enrollment  and 
arrest  if  he  did  not  do  so,  or  his  consent  was  obtained  by  fraud  or 
misrepresentation,  you  will  no  tloiibt  agree  with  me  that  his  act  in 
volunteering  would  not  bind  him;  and  I  shall  expect  you  in  such  case 
to  order  his  discharge  upon  proper  evidence  that  the  enlistment  was 
not  voluntary.  I  will  also  add  in  this  connection  that  under  my 
proclamation,  which  has  never  been  revoked,  all  military  officers  of 
this  State  are  required  and  civil  officers  expected  to  t>o  active  and 
vigilant  in  the  arrest  of  deserters  and  stragglers  from  the  Amy. 
They  are  therefore  expected  to  co-operate  with  and  assist  j'our  enroll- 
ing officers  in  making  sxich  arrests,  as  they  have  frequently  made 
arrests  in  remote  portions  of  the  State  and  had  much  difficulty  in 
disposing  of  the  deserters  to  a  proper  Confedorat4i  officer  and  in 
procuring  the  repayment  to  (hem  of  money  which  they  have  paid 
out  as  necessary  expenses  and  which  they  are  Jiot  able  to  lose.  I 
would  suggest  that  you  publish  some  proper  i-egnlation  to  meet  these 
difficulties  in  future. 

You  are  authorized  to  make  such  use  of  this  letter  as  you  may 
think  proper. 

Appreciating  your  personal  courtesy  and  reciprocating  your  desiro 
to  avoid  all  misunderstanding, 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 


JOSEPH  E.  BROWN. 
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AN  ACT  to  provide  passports  for  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress 
when  traveling  in  the'  Conf edwate  States. 

Tlie  Congress  of  the  Confederaie  States  of  America  do  enad.  That 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  furnish,  without  application,  each  Senator  and  Representa- 
tive in  Congress,  Delegate  and  officer  of  each  House,  with  a  certificate 
under  seal,  setting  forth  the  oflBcial  character  of  such  Senator  or 
Representative,  Delegate  or  officer;  and  such  certificate,  when  exhib- 
ited, shall  entitle  the  person  to  whom  it  is  issued  to  travel  without  i 
other  evidence,  of  any  kind,  in  all  parts  of  the  Confederate  States,  | 
except  that  it  shall  not  entitle  him  to  visit  an  army  or  vessel  of  war  i 
against  the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer  thereof.  i 

Approved  May  23,  1864. 


AN  ACT  to  exempt  railroad  companies  from  the  payment  of  certain  duties. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That 
all  machinery  and  materials  in  any  wise  necessary  for  the  construc- 
tion, equipment  and  operation  of  railroads,  imported  by  any  railroad 
company  for  its  own  use,  and  all  engines,  cars,  and  other  rolling- 
stock,  for  use  upon  any  railroad,  be  admitted  free  of  duty  during  the 
existing  war. 

Approved  May  23,  1864. 


Richmond,  May  23^  I864. 

Governor  Joseph  E.  Brown: 

Your  telegram  of  21st  instant  is  received.  Clearance  cannot  be 
given  except  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  of  the  President. 

C.  G.  MEMMIN6ER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Headquarters  Georgia  Reserves, 

Maeony  May  23,  J864. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  E.  Brown,  Governor, 

MilledgeviUe: 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  2()th  instant  was  received  by  yesterday's 
mail. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  consume  time  upon  the  irrelevant  topics  wliich 
you  have  dragged  into  the  discussion,  especially  as  you  have  lost  sight 
of  the  practical  questions  involved,  and  seem  to  write  for  thb  sole 
purpose  of  indulging  in  personalities  which  you  supposed  would  be 
offensive.  This  correspondence  commenced  in  an  effort  to  get  you  to 
abandon  a  certificate  which  you  had  given,  that  it  appears  both  from 
your  admissions  and  conduct  was  untrue.  You  had  certified  that 
"you  considered  all  the  civil  and  military  officers  of  the  State  nec- 
essary for  the  proper  administration  of  the  government  of  the  State." 
Now,  in  view  of  all  you  have  said  on  the  subject  in  this  correspond- 
ence, as  well  as  your  recent  orders  calling  a  lai^e  number  of  these 
officers  intomilitary  service,  do  you  not  feel  self -condemned  in  having 
certified  to  a  statement  which  is  untrue,  and  which  you  knew  to  be 
untrue  at  the  time  you  gave  the  certificate?  This  is  the  whole  point 
of  controversy,  and  all  else  has  been  drawn  in  by  your  efforts  to  avoid 
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the  odium  and  responsibility  which  you  have  incurred  by  conforming 
your  action  to  this  false  certificate. 

That  yon  have  been  driven  to  abandon  this  pretense  to  the  extent 
of  calling  ont  the  officers  who  are  not  neoessftry  for  the  proper  admin- 
istration of  the  State  government  proves  that  my  efforts  have  not 
been  wholly  fruitless.  Had  you  done  so  at  the  time  and  in  the  mode 
1  su^;e8ted,  it  would  perhaps  have  been  better  for  the  country,  and 
at  the  same  time  saved  you  from  the  exposure  to  which  you  have 
subjected  yourself.  You  reiterate  your  claim  upon  the  gratitude  of 
our  soldiers  for  what  you  have  done  in  providing  for  their  wants 
and  the  necessities  of  their  families.  Everyone  has  awarded  to  you 
and  your  officers  full  credit  for  what  you  have  done  with  tlie  public 
money.  In  these  particulars  you  seem,  however,  to  be  nervously 
apprehensive  that  it  may  be  forgotten,  as  you  never  lose  an  oppor- 
tunity of  calling  attention  to  it.  I  would  surest  that  it  might  not 
be  inappropriate,  in  some  of  your  future  references  to  the  subject,  to 
give  some  of  the  credit  to  your  fellow-oitusens,  wJ»o  by  their  cheerful 
payment  of  the  taxes  imposed  ujion  them  have  placed  in  your  hands 
the  means  with  which  you  have  contributed  to  the  wants  of  our  noble 
soldiers  and  their  deserving  famili^.  It  is  a  duty  in  which  all  have 
participated  with  a  cheerfulness  and  earnestness  worthy  of  the  object, 
and  for  which  all  deserve  and  will  receive  the  graticful  thanks  of  our 
gallant  soldiers.  We  have  not  and  cannot  do  too  much  for  these 
noble  men  and  their  suffering  families.  In  your  zeal  to  magnify  your 
own  conduct  you  should  not  forget  what  is  due  to  others  equally  as 
deserving  as  yourself.  The  men  whose  gratitude  yon  seek  to  obtain 
will  not  think  the  less  of  you  for  it. 

You  have  so  often  repeated  the  statements  of  your  great  success  in 
famishing  more  than  double  the  number  of  troops  the  President 
called  for  in  September  last  that  I  am  not  surprised  at  your  loss  of 
temper  at  the  exposition  of  the  fact  that  you  simply  furnished  that 
Qomber  on  paper.  You  should  remember  that  yon  are  responsible 
for  the  introduction  of  the  subject  into  this  correspondence,  and  if 
tiie  exposure  is  mortifying  to  your  pride  you  brought  it  upon  your- 
self. 

The  acts  of  Congress  under  which  the  call  was  made  are  plain  and 
simple,  and  could  have  been  responded  to  without  the  embarrass- 
ment of  territorial  divisions  which  you  resorted  to.  Your  effort  to 
escape  from  the  exposure  by  the  use  of  offensive  language  is  quite 
natural  to  a  man  who  has  lost  his  temper,  and  may  bo  pardoned  in 
one  who  has  so  many  graver  offenses  to  atone  for. 

In  reference  to  the  one  Confederate  officer  who  was  transferred  by 
the  President  from  a  position  in  front  to  one  in  the  rear,  you  say  you 
"know  of  no  reason  for  calling  into  question  either  the  patriotism  or 
the  prudence  of  the  President  in  making  the  transfer."  Whether 
your  description  of  this  position  f»  a  '^safe  and  comfortable"  one  be 
correct  remains  yet  to  be  seen;  but  it  is  evident  yon  so  considered  it, 
and,  so  considering  it,  your  application  to  become  his  volunteer  aide, 
with  the  fact  that  you  never  so  honored  him  as  long  as  he  was  in  the 
enemy's  presence,  is  a  very  significant  illustration  of  the  direction 
which  your  ambition  takes  in  time  of  war.  It  seems  that  not  until 
you  perceived  his  fitness  for  a  "safe  retreat"  did  you  perceive  your 
own  fitness  to  become  his  aide.  Let  me  assure  you  that  if  that  officer 
had  then  known  the  conviction  under  which  yuu  acted  he  would 
have  been  more  impressed  with  your  qualifications  for  the  post  to 
which  you  aspire,  for  whilst  your  opinion  of  that  officer  may  not  be 
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concurred  in  by  others,  no  one  will  question  the  correctness  of  the 
estimate  you  have  placed  upon  yourself. 

It  is  due  to  myself  to  say  that  in  my  allusion  to  your  personal 
knowledge"  of  State  officers  engaged  in  speculation  I  did  not  refer  to 
the  charge  made  against  you  of  dividing  with  some  of  your  State  con- 
tractors the  lai^e  proiit-s  they  were  accumulating  from  these  contracts.  I 
What  I  said  was  in  direct  response  to  your  own  remark  about  "  pro- 
tected men"  engaged  "  in  attention  to  their  own  private  business  and  j 
speculations."  I  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  you  had  been  dishon- 
orable or  unjust"  in  your  speculations,  so  fully  explained  in  your 
letter,  and  I  had  too  much  respect  for  your  sense  believe  that  you 
would  engage  in  any  improper  transaction  in  which  you  were  liable  to 
be  so  easily  detected.  As  to  the  manner  in  which  you  have  accumu- 
lated your  fortune,  whether  by  inheritance  or  by  trading  and  traffick- 
ing, I  neither  know  nor  care,  as  it  does  not  throw  the  least  light  upon 
t^e  question  involved  in  this  discussion,  which  is  the  truth  of  your 
certificate,  in  which  you  say  you  consider  all  the  civil  and  military  | 
officers  of  this  State  necessar3^  for  the  proper  administration  of  the 
State  government. 

I  shall  leave  you  in  your  allnsions  to  my  own  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments in  the  past  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  pleasure  which  a  low 
and  groveling  mind  derives  from  the  repetition  of  sta,le  and  malicious 
slanders.  When  those  who  originated  them  blush  in  the  remembrance 
of  their  turpitude,  the  subject  becomes  eminently  suited  U  one  of  your 
taste  and  instincts. 
Respectfully, 

HOWELL  COBB, 
Mqjor-Oeneralt  Commanding. 


Box  1122,  Richmond,  Va.,  May  S3, 186 A. 

Colonel  IIoLLlDAY: 

Dear  Sir:  I  think  you  told  me  that  if  i  could  give  the  Secretary 
proof  that  I  could  raise  fifteen  men  he  would  authorize  me  to  form 
them  into  a  company  for  the  special  service  I  had  suggested. 

The  following- named  gentlemen  have  several  times  assured  me  that 
they  would  serve  with  me  on  such,  and  most  of  them  have  done  so. 
They  are  from  the  Eastern  Shore  and  about  Norfolk,  and  Missouri, 
Kentucliy,  and  Canada.  Some  are  now  in  prison,  captured  with  me; 
othera  are  in  the  Confe<ieraey,  and  some  on  Eastern  Shore : 

Annan,  Baker,  Brown,  Brock,  Cobb,  Crouse,  Chinn,  Doughty, 
Doughty,  Fitzgerald,  Iludgins,  llamson,  Morehead,  Reed,  Ste<1man, 
Thomf»,  Wheeler,  McGrlm,  Kiedel  (I!)).  Several  others  have  made 
similar  promises  whose  names  I  cannot  recall,  and  communication 
now  is  so  uncertain  that  I  cannot  get  their  names.  I  entertain  no 
doubt  of  my  ability  to  get  more  men,  provided  we  can  get  the  privi- 
lege of  remaining  in  this  branch  of  service  as  long  as  such  branch 
exists. 

1  hope  you  will  [not]  feel  troubled  by  my  sending  you  this  and 
requesting  you  to  use  it  if  you  think  it  will  [be]  of  any  assistance 
tome.* 

Respectfully, 

J.  Y.  BEALL. 


*  For  papers  relating  to  Beall's  snbseqaent  arrest  and  execntion,  see  Series  II, 
Vol.  Vlfi. 
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[Indoraoment.] 

May  23,  1864, 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon: 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  known  Mr.  Beall,  the  writer  of  the  within,  from 
his  earliest  infancy,  and  have  observed  closely  his  bearing  and  con- 
duct since  the  very  beginning  of  the  present  war,  and  I  beg  leave  to 
say  to  the  Secretary,  in  the  first  place,  that  he  may  rely  with  the  most 
implicit  confidence,  not  only  on  assurance  given  witJiin  of  his  ability 
to  raise  the  company  of  men  referred  to,  but  upon  any  and  every 
other  statement  that  Mr.  B.  makes  on  the  subject  or  on  any  other 
subject. 

I  consider  Mr.  B.  one  of  the  most  gallant  and  patriotic  young  gen- 
tlemen that  Virginia  has  profluced  during  the  war,  and  that  he  is  not 
less  noted  for  intelligence  and  his  loyalty  to  truth  and  honor. 

I  have  the  best  reasons  for  speaking  thus  emphatically  of  Mr.  B., 
and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  pledge  my  own  reputation  for  the  correctness 
of  what  I  here  avouch, 
spectf  ully, 

ANDREW  HUNTER. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Dept., 

Adjxjtant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  May  2^,  186^. 

Colonel  Preston, 

Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscription : 

Colonel:  The  following  extract  from  the  inspection  report  of 
Lieutenant-General  Polk's  command,  by  George  B.  Hodge,  colonel 
and  assistant  inspector-general,  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  Bureau 
of  Conscription  for  its  information.  It  is  requested  that  information 
may  be  afforded  the  assistant  inspector-general  of  what  measures 
have  been  adopted  to  remedy  the  evils  herein  mentioned. 

"From  the  commencement  of  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
the  department,  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  complains  that 
he  was  embarrassed  by  the  evils  ensuing  upon  the  inef&cient  adminis- 
tration of  t^e  conscript  laws  and  the  failure  of  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
scription, which  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  arresting  absentees,  to 
perform  its  functions  with  the  necessary  vigor  and  enei^.  He  esti- 
mates that  on  assuming  command  there  were  in  his  territorial  limits 
quite  10,000  men  liable  to  military  duty  absent  from  their  commands 
and  evading  the  claims  of  the  Government  for  their  services.  In  the 
county  of  Jones,  in  Mississippi,  as  heretofore  intimated,  there  were  a 
large  number  of  disaffected  persons  who  had  proceeded  to  such 
extremities  as  to  engage  in  a  raid  upon  and  plunder  of  the  public 
stores  at  Paulding,  in  Jasper  County.  In  the  country  northwest  of 
the  Tallahatchee,  Captain  Rison,  of  the  Confederate  service,  having 
deserted  his  post  and  enticed  away  with  him  a  portion  of  his  com- 
mand, had  established  and  inaugurated  a  system  of  private  plunder 
ostensibly  against  the  common  enemy,  but  too  often  without  reganl 
to  the  sentiments  of  the  owners  of  the  propeity.  He  was  constantly 
sending  messages  to  his  fiiends  in  the  army  and  inviting  them  to  join 
him,  buying  them  by  promises  of  brigandage  and  free  quarters. 

''In  the  counties  of  Lawrence,  Moi^an,  Blount,  and  others  in  Ala- 
bama the  recruiting  agents  of  the  Federal  Government  were  organiz- 
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ing  mounted  regiments,  colluding  with  disalTected  citizens,  and 
carrying  on  with  them  an  almost  avowed  correspondence." 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  QenerdL 


Richmond,  Va.,  May  £4,  J864. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  E.  Brown,  | 
Governor  of  Georgia^  MiUedgeviUey  Oa.: 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  November  18,  1863,  has  remained  unan- 
swered until  this  time  through  no  want  of  respect,  personal  or  official, 
"but  from  the  pressure  of  events  which  have  prevented  an  earlier 
response.  It  has  been  my  earnest  wish  that  every  officer  of  the  Con- 
federacy, whether  employed  in  a  civil  or  military  capacity,  should 
testify  his  reverence  for  the  law  of  the  land  by  a  strict  adherence  to 
its  forms,  as  well  as  its  spirit.  In  the  presence  of  the  enemy  and 
with  an  army  scantily  supplied  with  the  commonest  necessaries  of 
life,  a  general,  whose  first  care  must  be  that  his  troops  do  not  suffer 
from  want  of  food,  should  be  charitably  judged  if  in  providing  for 
them  he  inadvertently  exceeds  his  legitimate  authority.  No  instruc- 
tions were  issued  to  General  Cobb,  and  none  were  necessary,  the  law 
empowering  him  to  order  impressments  when  the  exigency  requires 
it.  The  order  of  Captain  Byei-s,  the  commissary,  provides  for  the 
local  appraisement  established  by  law.  If  in  the  enforcement  of 
their  orders  subordinates  displayed  rudeness  or  a  disregard  for  the 
rights  of  citizens  or  acted  violently  and  illegally,  the  complainants,  by 
pointing  out  the  individual  offenders  to  the  local  commanders,  would, 
I  confidently  hope,  have  procured  redress;  but  accusations  against 
undescribed  persons  afford  no  means  of  bringing  them  to  justice. 
Hardship,  privation,  sacrifice,  must  be  suflfered  for  the  sacred  cause 
we  contend,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  people  of  Georgia  will  prove 
themselves  in  other  respects,  as  they  have  on  the  field  of  battle,  equal 
to  the  most  trying  tests  to  which  they  may  be  necessarily  exposed. 
Very  truly  and  respectfully,  yonrs, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Macon,  Miss.,  May  26,  I864. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

No  reply  received  to  my  telegram  of  the  13th  instant.  Justices  of 
peace  and  other  civil  officers  declared  by  my  proclamation  exempt 
have  been  foreed  into  service.  I  respectfully  demand  your  order  to 
Captain  Wren,  at  Enterprise,  Miss.,  for  their  discharge. 

CHAS.  CLARK, 
Governor  of  Mississippi. 


Office  C.  S.  Military  Prisons, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  May  £6,  186^, 

His  Excellency  the  President: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  while  on  a  tour  of  inspection  of  the 
prisons  in  Georgia,  I  had  an  interview  with  General  Howell  Cobb  at 
Macon,  and  communication  by  mail  and  telegraph  with  Richmond 
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being  interrapted,  he  requited  me  to  represent  to  Your  Excellency 
certain  facts  in  connection  with  the  prisons  in  Georgia,  the  iinpoi^* 
tanee  of  which  is  so  great  as  to  reqnire  the  consideration  of  the 
authorities. 

By  a  recent  order  from  the  War  Department,  all  veteran  troops  on 
duty  at  the  prisons  in  Georgia  hjive  been  oi-dered  to  the  field,  and 
the  prisoners  are  at  present  guarded  by  the  Georgia  reserve  force, 
the  regiments  of  which  are,  for  the  most  part,  officered  by  men  who 
have  seen  some  service,  are  acquainted  with  guard  duty,  and  are 
capable  officers.  They  number  altogether  from  250  to  300,  but  they 
are  between  the  ages  of  eight«en  and  forty-five  and  therefore  liable 
to  consciiption.  A  recent  order  from  the  Conscript  Bureau  directs 
that  they  should  be  conscripted  and  sent  to  the  field.  If  this  order  is 
enforced  new  officers  will  have  to  be  elected ;  boys  and  old  men  totally 
unacquainted  with  guard  duty,  drill,  and  discipline,  scarcely  one  in 
a  hundred  understanding  the  manual  of  arms  or  capable  of  taking 
charice  of  a  guard,  will  have  to  be  taken  to  officer  the  regiments  of  this 
i^eserve  force. 

For  these  reasons  and  in  consideration  of  the  very  large  number  of 
prisonei's  of  war  to  be  guarded,  comprising  as  they  do  18,000  drilled 
soldiers  and  1,500  officers  ranking  from  brigadier-generals  down  to 
the  lowest  grade,  some  courageous  and  desperate  men.  General  Cobb 
considers  it  extremely  hazardous  for  the  above-mentioned  order  to  be 
enforced,  and  earnestly  requests  that  Your  Excellency  will  cause  it  to 
be  suspended,  at  least  for  the  time  being. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

T,  P.  TURNER, 

Major  J  &c. 

[FInt  IndorMiMtit.] 

May  27,  1864. 

Adjuta}jt-General  : 

Suspend  the  conscription  of  the  oliicei-s  designated  within,  and 
direct  General  Bragg  to  have  further  inquiry  and  full  report. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

[Seoonri  iudontement.  ] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

May  38,  mi 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  chief  of  Bureatt  of  Conscription. . 
Please  note  President's  indorsement  and  return. 
By  order  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

[Tfatrd  iniUffMaient.] 

Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Richmondy  June  7,  JS04. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
The  President's  order  has  been  communicated  to  the  commandant 
of  conscripts  for  Geof:gia. 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Colonel  and  Superintendent 
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[Fourth  ludotsement.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  (Ienbral's  Office, 

June  7,  1864. 

Respectfully  refcri-e<l  to  (Teiieral  Rrrtj;^  iiiiUer  indorsement  of  the 
President. 

By  order  Adjutant  and  InspeelM*  (ieneral: 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
AHHwtant  AK^ufant-Oenercd. 

(FifXh  iudoraoiueDt.] 

Headquarters  Armies  Confederate  States, 

JuTie  26^  1864. 

Respectfully  i-eturned  to  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

General  Winder  has  been  directed  to  select  another  depot,  which 
will  1>e  provided  with  a  new  and  additional  outfit  entirely  of 
guards,  &c. 

For  General  Bragg. 

JNO.  B.  SALE, 
Colonel  and  Military  Secretary. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

War  Department,  Ordnance  Bureau, 

Richmond^  May  27,  1864- 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Seeretary  of  War: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  the  following  statement  before  you, 
and  request  that  if  possible  you  will  render  such  assistance  as  may  be 
needed  in  the  premises.  On  the  5th  instant  requisitions  were  issued 
from  this  office  for  the  various  disbursing  officers  connected  with  this 
Department  to  the  extent  of  $2,500,000.  Others  have  since  been  added, 
making  in  all  about  1(3,500,000.  Up  to  this  morning  not  one  of 
these  requisitions  has  been  made  out,  and  pay-day  is  now  rapidly 
approaching.  I  am  informed  that  this  Department  is  only  allowed  to 
draw  some  $2,600,000  per  month,  which  is  entirely  inadequate  to  the 
current  expenditures,  according  to  our  last  estimates,  somewhat  over 
$4,000,000  per  month  (including  Trans-Mississippi).  The  above- 
mentioned  requisites  are  absolutely  needed,  and  I  beg  that  you  will 
authorize  the  same  to  be  issued  as  early  as  practicable. 
Very  resmctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GORGAS, 
Oolond  and  Chief  of  Ordnance, 


May  27,  1864. 

Honorable  Secretary  op  War: 

The  $2,000,000  is  not  a  limit;  it  is  only  the  pro  rata  of  the  Ordnance 
Department  upon  the  basis  of  an  aggregate  expenditure  of  $50,000,000 
per  month.  The  appropriations  for  six  months  for  all  the  bureaus 
being  $603,000,000,  and  the  Ordnance  Department  $23,000,000,  this 
monthly  expenditure  upon  the  basis  of  the  estimates  would  be  nearly 
$84,000,000,  and  the  pro  rata  of  the  Ordnance  Bureau  would  be  about 
$4,333,333.33  per  month.  In  April  the  Ordnance  Bureau  had  $7,000,000. 
By  the  same  scale,  i.  e.,  the  basis  of  the  appropriations,  the  Quarter- 
master's Department  would  expend  monthly  $53,171,000.  During  the 
hist  month  all  the  bureaus  except  the  Quartennaster-General  got  their 
requisitions  passed  through  your  office  for  about  the  amounts  tihey 
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would  be  entitled  to  on  the  scale  of  the  appropriationa,  except 
the  Qaartennaster's  Department,  which  had  requisitions  so  pawed 
for  only  $28,081,580.92,  against  (36,000,000  by  the  one  scale  and 
$53,000,000  by  the  other. 
Respectfully, 


General  Orbebs,  )      Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  48.         f  Bichmmd,  May  S7, 1864. 

I.  The  receipts  of  bonded  qnartermasters  and  commissaries  and  of 
agents  of  tax  service  are  the  only  recefpts  valid  to  a  produced  for  his 
tithe  t-ax.  All  others  are  worthless  and  unjust  impositions  on  the 
tax-payer.  It  is  strictly  forbidden  that  any  other  persons  than  those 
above  named  shall  give  receipts  for  the  tithe. 

n.  In  all  cases  of  collections  of  tithes  by  officers  of  the  Quartermas- 
ter and  Commissary  Departments  in  the  field,  receipts  will  be  given 
monthly  to  the  district  quartermaster  on  tax  duty.  Such  receipts 
must  state  the  name  and  county  of  the  producer. 

m.  Quartermasters  and  commissaries  who  have  means  of  transpor- 
tation, and  all  such  officers  collecting  supplies,  will  give  special  atten- 
tion to  the  removal  of  the  tax  in  kind  from  interior  depots  to  railroad 
stations  and  to  the  supply  store-houses  of  the  army. 

IV.  Officers  with  troops  are  prohibited  from  forcibly  talcing  posses- 
sion of  the  tax  depots  or  appropriating  the  tithe.  If  they  need  sup- 
plies, requisition  therefor  will  be  made  upon  the  tax  officer  or  agent. 

V.  Paragraph  II,  General  Orders,  No.  107, 1863,  is  amended  to  pro- 
vide that  if  conscripts  accepted  for  field  duty  and  sent  to  camps  of 
instruction  are,  upon  medical  examination,  found  disqualified  for 
field  service  but  capable  of  performing  duties  named  in  section  8  of 
the  "act  to  organize  forces  to  serve  during  the  war,"  approved  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1864,  certificates  setting  forth  the  ground  of  disability  and 
stating  the  appropriate  duties  in  any  of  the  departments  of  service 
for  which  they  are  best  fitted  will  be  forwarded  through  the  Bureau 
of  Conscription  to  the  Suigeon-General  for  approval,  and  returned 
to  the  superintendent  of  conscription  for  final  action. 

VI.  Paragraph  II,  General  Ordera,  No.  6,  current  series,  is  amended 
as  follows: 

The  decision  of  this  board,  if  approved  by  the  brigade  or  district 
commander,  will  be  final.  If  not  approved,  it  will  be  forwarded  "dis- 
approved "  to  the  division  or  department  headquarters  for  final  action, 
when  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  brigade  or  district  ordnance  officer  to 
notify  the  company  commander,  as  required  in  the  paragraph  to  which 
this  is  amendatory. 

VII.  Officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  will  return  to  the 
quartermaster  from  whom  grain  is  received  the  sacks  in  which  it  is 
contained.  Failing  to  do  so,  they  will  be  charged  $1.90  for  each  sack 
not  returned. 

Vni.  Post  commanders  will  inspect  the  offices  of  sueh  officers  as 
are  prohibited  from  employing  able-bodied  men  in  their  deparbnente 
or  bureans,  and  in  cases  of  violation  of  the  law,  take  the  action 
required  by  the  department  and  district  commander,  in  section  9,  ac*^ 
of  February  17,  1864  (General  Orders,  No.  2*j,  current  series). 

29  B  R — series  IV,  VOL  UI 
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IX.  The  attention  of  post  commanders  is  called  to  the  linneteenl^ 
Article  oT  War.  The  monthly  returns  therein  required  will  be  made 
directly  to  this  office.  The  name  and  rank  of  every  oflicer  at  the  post, 
and  how  and  by  what  authority  each  is  employed,  will  -be  reported  in 
addition  to  the  other  information  called  for  by  the  printed  notes  on 
the  forms.  Blanks  will  be  furnished  from  this  office  upon  requisition 
of  commanders. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Q-eneraL 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Dbparturnt, 

Bichmond,  Fa.,  May  «7,  1864. 

Governor  Charles  Clark, 

MacoHy  Miss.: 

The  evils  from  not  giving  a  special  certificate  in  each  case  are 
greater  than  I  am  sure  you  appreciate.  I  directed  the  head  of  the 
Conscript  Bureau  to  explain  them  fully  to  you  and  respectfully  ask 
you  to  accord  to  a  special  certificate.  Of  course,  officers  certified  to 
by  you  will  be  exempted,  and  I  shall  not  insist  on  any  mode  of  certifi- 
cate you  object  to,  but  urge  the  uniform  one  least  liable  to  abuse. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secreiary  of  War. 


Richmond,  May  S8, 1864. 
The  Senate  and  House  of  Represbktativks  of  the  Confeder- 
ate States  of  America: 

A  bill  "to  provide  and  organize  a  general  staff  for  armies  in  the 
field  to  serve  during  the  war"  was  passed  by  your  predecessors  and 
submitted  for  my  approval  at  the  close  of  the  last  session. 

I  was  unable  to  approve  it,  and  now  desire  to  state  my  objections 
to  it,  as  well  as  my  views  on  this  important  subject,  in  a  hope  that 
by  a  comparison  of  opinion  some  measure  may  be  framed  equally 
acceptable  to  fJie  L^islative  and  Executive  Departments  of  the 
Government. 

I  believe  it  to  be  established  by  the  experience  of  Europe  as  well  as 
our  own  that  it  is  impracticable  to  organize  and  administer  armies 
with  efficiency  without  the  aid  of  a  general  staff,  permanent  in  its 
character,  trained  in  its  duties,  aspiring  to  promotion  in  its  own  corps, 
and  responsible  to  the  head  of  the  department.  Such  a  staff  should 
be  composed  of  a  small  body  of  officers,  whose  education,  experience, 
activity,  and  special  adaptation  to  their  duties  render  them  peculiarly 
competent  to  perform  functions  on  which  an  army  depends  for  \{s 
capacity  to  act  with  vigor.  In  Europe  years  of  varied  education  in 
the  schools,  the  cantonment,  and  the  field  fit  the  staff  officer  for  his 
position,  and  a  long  experience  in  the  lower  grades  is  required  before 
he  is  deemed  competent  to  duty  in  a  more  importfmt  sphere.  We  are 
forced  to  make  experimental  appointments  of  officers  unprepared  by 
any  previous  training,  and  who  can  only  acquire  in  actual  service 
that  experience  which  must  serve  in  place  of  well  grounded  instruc- 
tion. It  is  scarcely  possible  to  make  this  experience  supply  the  defect 
of  previous  military  education,  otherwise  than  by  the  organization  of 
the  officers  into  one  corps,  responsible  to  one  head,  who  can  assign 
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them  to  positions  independent  of  tlie  movements  of  general  officers, 
and  who,  by  judiciously  varying  the  field  or  character  of  their  duties, 
can  give  them  larger  opportunities  for  instruction  and  prevent  their 
views  being  narrowed  to  the  routine  and  usages  of  a  single  commander, 
himself,  perhaps,  without  military  education. 

Hope  of  promotion,  founded  on  their  own  merit  and  length  of  good 
service,  is  as  necessary  to  the  offioera  of  the  general  staff  as  to  those  of 
the  line,  furnishing  Ute  best  stimulus  known  to  honorable  exertion 
and  zealous  dischai^  of  duty.  This  stimulus  cannot  exist  unless  the 
staff  be  organized  into  one  corps,  responsible  to  one  chief,  who  thus 
becoming  intimately  acquainted  with  the  capacity  and  merits  of  each 
is  able  properly  to  distribute  the  duties  bo  as  to  secure  the  services  of 
the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  and  to  afford  to  each  an  opportunity 
for  distinction.  If,  otherwise,  each  staff  officer  becomes  dependent 
upon  the  particular  commander  with  whom  he  is  serving,  no  means 
of  comparison  exist  between  the  relative  merits  of  the  officers.  Each 
looks  for  promotion  to  the  favor  of  his  general,  and  rises  in  grade, 
not  by  his  own  relative  merit,  but  by  the  patronage  of  his  commander. 
A  gallant  and  able  commander,  whose  own  promotion  is  exceptionally 
rapid  by  reason  of  his  special  merits,  is  thus  enabled  to  lift  to  higher 
gntA^  the  officers  of  his  staff  to  whom  he  has  become  attached  by 
companionship  in  the  field,  although  these  officers  may  be  far  inferior 
in  merit  and  length  of  service  to  others  whose  duties  have  connected 
Uiem  with  generals  less  distinguished.  Promotion  thus  becomes  with 
the  staff  a  matter  of  hazard,  dependent  not  on  the  merit  of  the  officer 
himself,  but  of  the  general  with  whom  he  serves,  and  heartburnings, 
jealousy,  and  discontent  are  the  natural  results  of  so  false  a  system. 

Again,  if  the  general  staff  is  not  formed  into  corps  there  will  not  be 
the  "esprit"  necessary  in  all  military  organizations,  and  there  cannot 
be  the  co- intelligence  among  the  officers  thereof  which  secures  the 
certain  and  rapid  communication  of  all  information  through  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  an  army.  There  will  also  be  embarrassment  in  their 
tenure  of  office  and  assignment  to  duty,  as  when  a  general  officer  dies 
or  is  relieved  from  his  command  there  remain  no  duties  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  staff  which  has  been  authorized  for  him  especially. 
However  valuable  or  meritorious  the  officers  may  be,  they  are  dis- 
pUced  by  the  staff  chosen  by  the  successor  of  their  commander. 
Nothing  remains  but  to  deprive  them  of  their  commissions,  without 
fault  of  their  own,  or  to  keep  them  in  service  as  supemumenu-ies, 
and  thus  to  add  to  the  number  of  officers  already  in  excess  of  the 
wants  of  the  Army. 

Again,  an  organization  of  a  general  staff  should  possess  flexibility, 
so  that  the  proper  number  and  class  of  staff  officers  can  be  sent  where 
needed.  If  an  inflexible  rule  of  assignment  be  fixed  by  legislation, 
some  commands  will  be  cumbered  with  unnecessary  officers,  while 
others  will  be  deficient  in  the  number  indispensable  to  perform  the 
necessaiy  duties.  Legislation  would  surely  be  considered  unwise  if 
it  allotted  by  inflexible  rule  the  number  of  troops  to  be  used  in  each 
military  department;  yet  it  would  be  scarcely  more  objectionable 
than  the  assignment  of  the  same  specified  number  of  staff  officers 
to  each  commander,  according  to  his  grade,  thus  applying  a  general 
rale  to  a  series  of  cases  each  requiring  special  treatment. 

The  inspecting  duties  in  an  army  ought  not,  in  my  judgment,  to  be 
separated  from  those  of  the  adjutant-s.  The  en'oneous  impression 
prevails  that  an  inspecting  department,  independent  of  the  general 
staff,  is  established  in  most  of  the  armies  of  Europe.    The  reverse  is 
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the  fact,  and  the  duties  of  inspection  are  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  other  duties  of  the  general  staflf  that  they  can  be  properly  performed 
by  it  alone.  The  objections  to  the  separation  are  manifold.  In  the 
first  place,  officers  having  no  other  than  inspecting  duties  must  fre- 
quently be  unemployed,  even  in  war,  while  in  peace  their  duties  will 
occupy  but  very  little  time.  Next,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  where  the 
adjutants  and  inspectora  form  one  corps  the  duties  of  the  adjutant  make 
him  familiar  with  the  details  of  the  service  where  reform  and  discipline 
are  most  needed,  and  thus  render  him  more  competent  to  eflfective 
inspection  when  assigned  to  that  duty  than  he  could  be  if  exclusively 
employed  as  inspector.  Lastly,  the  duties  of  an  inspector  are  such 
as  not  to  render  the  officer  who  performs  them  acceptable  to  his 
brother  officers,  if  his  duty  be  proi)erly  performed.  It  is  uot  to  be 
wondered  at  that  an  officer  whose  duties  may  not  be  inappropriately 
described  as  those  of  a  detective,  should,  if  his  duty  be  rigidly  per- 
formed, incur  somewhat  of  the  odium  of  an  infoi-mer;  and  when  these 
duties  constitute  the  sole  service  of  an  officer  permanently  attached 
to  an  army,  he  must  become  either  so  lax  in  their  performance  as  to  ren- 
der him  useless,  or  his  professional  pride  and  self-respect  are  wounded 
and  his  relations  with  his  brother  officers  unfavorably  affected  by  the 
distrust  and  dislike  resulting  from  his  official  reports.  When,  how- 
ever, an  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general  is  from  time  to  time 
assigned  to  the  making  of  necessary  inspections  at  various  points, 
this  temporary  discharge  of  an  unpleasant  duty  becomes  but  an  inci- 
dent in  his  professional  career,  and  does  not  affect  his  relations  with 
his  brother  officers. 

Having  stated  these  as  the  general  principles  which  in  my  judg- 
ment should  govern  legislation  on  the  subject,  the  objections  to  the 
bill  passed  at  the  last  session  can  be  more  easily  understood,  and  I 
proceed  to  state  them  briefly: 

I.  The  first  section  of  the  bill  authorize  a  general  commanding 
armies,  or  a  separate  army,  to  assign  to  duty  one  of  the  general  offi- 
cers under  his  command  as  chief  of  staff,  one  of  the  brigadier-generals 
under  his  command  as  inspector-general,  and  one  other  brigadier  as 
chief  quartermaster,  one  offi<%r  below  the  rank  of  brigadier  as  chief 
commissary,  and  one  as  chief  of  ordnance. 

This  power  of  assignment  is  given  without  reference  to  or  consulta- 
tion with  the  War  Department  or  the  Executive,  and  might  be  exer- 
cised in  contravention  of  the  views  and  judgment  of  both.  Leaving 
out  of  view  the  question  whether  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  Consti- 
tution to  make  the  commander  of  an  army  independent  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief in  thedischai^e  of  any  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and 
looking  only  to  the  effect  of  such  a  system,  it  plainly  creates  in  this 
branch  of  the  service  as  many  independent  execntiv^  as  there  are 
generals  commanding  armies  in  the  field,  and  thus  destroys  that  unity 
of  design  and  concert  of  action  which  are  indispensable  elements  of 
success  in  war.  The  generals  commanding  armies  would  be  by  this 
section  T«»ted  with  the  right  to  derange  the  oi^anization  of  their 
commands  as  settled  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  by  removing  from 
their  appropriate  functions  the  commanders  of  corps,  divisions,  aud 
brigades,  whom  the  Executive  had  selected  and  the  Senate  had 
approved  as  specially  fitted  to  lead  the  troops  in  battle. 

That  the  general  commanding  the  army  has,  under  the  terms  of 
this  section,  the  right  of  assigning  general  officers  under  his  command 
to  the  duties  of  the  general  staff  without  reference  to  the  authority  of 
the  Executive  is  plain  from  the  other  sections,  which  declare  that  the 
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President  is  to  appoint,  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  the  stafte  of  all 
general  officers  other  than  those  who  command  armies. 

Nor  does  this  section  restrict  the  commanding  general  in  relation 
to  the  branch  of  service  or  the  grade  of  the  officers  whom  he  is  per- 
mitted to  assign  to  commissary  and  ordnance  duties  of  the  general 
staff.  It  is  only  necessary  that  they  be  below  the  rank  of  brigadier- 
general.  The  commanding  general  would  have  the  power,  therefore, 
to  assign  a  captain  commissary  to  be  chief  of  ordnance,  or  a  lieuten- 
ant of  infantry  to  be  chief  commissary,  without  check  or  control  from 
the  President  or  Senate,  while  the  President  would  be  without  power 
to  appoint  subordinates  to  the  officers  thus  selected  by  the  general  of 
the  army  without  submitting  their  nominations  for  the  approval  of 
the  Senate.  Kot  only,  therefore,  is  all  order  of  authority  introverted 
by  these  provisions,  but  the  officers  assigned  to  duty  by  the  com- 
manding generals,  not  being  permanent  membei's  of  the  general  staff, 
would  be  independent  of  its  chief,  and  inextricable  confusion  would 
necessarily  result. 

This  section,  so  far  from  responding  to  the  title  of  the  bill  by  pro- 
viding a  general  st^ff,  in  reality  breaks  up  that  which  now  exists, 
subdivides  it  into  a  number  of  small  bodies,  irresponsible  to  the  head 
of  the  department,  and  destroys  the  possibility  of  any  regular,  con- 
sistent, and  intelligent  co-operation  in  the  action  of  our  forces,  so 
essential  to  success.  Its  effect  is  to  create  a  staff  for  generals,  not  a 
general  staff. 

If  a  contest  should  arise  between  the  quartermasters-general,  the 
commissaries-general,  or  the  chiefs  of  ordnance  of  Generals  A  and  B, 
in  any  district  of  country  for  supplies  or  means  of  transportation, 
who  is  to  determine  between  these  rivals,  each  equal  in  authority  and 
each  dependent  on  a  separate  chief?  How  are  the  chiefs  of  those 
bureaus  in  Richmond  to  apportion  the  supplies  in  store  according  to 
the  wants  of  the  different  armies  without  authority  to  exact  from 
them  reporte  and  returns?  If  it  be  said  that  these  officers  would 
become  temporarily  responsible  to  the  heads  of  departments,  how  is 
this  responsibility  to  be  enforced  if  the  orders  of  the  general  and  those 
of  the  chief  of  the  department  should  conflict?  If  ordnance  depots 
are  provided  at  different  points  for  different  commands,  how  is  the 
officer  in  charge  of  these  depots  to  act  if  ordered  by  the  chief  of  ord- 
nance of  a  general  in  the  field  to  make  a  different  disposal  of  the 
stores  from  that  ordered  by  the  head  of  the  department  in  Richmond  f 

If  such  a  bill  should  become  a  law,  in  vain  would  the  War  Depart- 
ment seek  to  exact  rigid  obedience  to  law  or  orders  from  the  irrespon- 
sible staff  created  under  its  provisions.  In  vain  would  it  seek  for  the 
information  necessary  for  its  guidance,  or  attempt  to  change  the 
relative  strength  of  armies  to  meet  the  varying  movements  of  the 
enemy.  The  staff  officers  could  be  made  the  ready  and  safe  means  of 
thwarting  the  Government  in  its  orders  for  the  removal  of  troops 
from  one  command  to  re-enforce  threatened  positions  in  another,  and 
could  be  easily  rendered  subservient  to  the  natural  but  dangerous 
propensity  of  most  commanders  to  retain  all  the  troops  under  their 
own  control  for  the  safety  of  their  own  commands,  without  reference 
to  more  m^nt  needs  at  other  points. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  to  these  considerations  more  than  a 
bare  allusion  to  the  tenden<^  of  such  bodies  of  officers,  when  depend- 
ent for  their  own  promotion  on  the  favor  of  the  special  chiefs,  to 
resort  to  agencies  less  commendable  than  the  zealous  dischai^  of 
their  legitimate  duties  for  the  attainment  of  their  desires. 
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II.  Another  very  objectionable  feature  of  the  bill  proposed  is  its 
effect  ou  the  officers  of  the  general  staff  other  than  those  who  may 
be  selected  as  the  favorites  of  commaDding  generaJs. 

Numbers  of  zealons,  meritorious,  and  v^uable  officers  have  made 

the  duties  of  the  general  staff  objecta  of  special  study;  have  embraced 
the  staff  as  a  branch  of  th?  profession  in  which  under  existing  laws 
they  are  entitled  to  promotion  for  merit  and  long  se^'vioej  just  as  the 
line  officers  have  a  right  to  promotion  in  their  branch. 

This  bill  deprives  the  staff  officers  of  this  the  great  incentive  to  the 
zealous  discharge  of  duty.  It  debars  them  from  promotion,  to  the 
higher  grades  of  their  own  branch  of  service,  and  bestows  these 
prizes  of  honorable  ambition  on  the  officers  of  the  line,  who  will  thus 
monoi>olize  the  promotions  to  the  higher  grades,  both  in  the  line  and 
staff,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  the  officers  of  the  latter.  Few  will  be 
willing  to  remain  in  the  staff  under  such  circumstances.  Those  who 
consent  to  continue  will  be  those  least  ambitious  of  promotion,  and 
the  whole  staff  service  will  be  impaired  in  tone  and  efficiency. 

III.  The  assignment  of  general  officers  to  staff  duties  as  provided 
in  the  bill  would  leave  many  brigades,  some  divisions,  and  perhaps 
some  corps  Mrithout  their  appropriate  commanders,  and  no  provision 
is  made  to  supply  the  vacancies  thus  created.  Are  their  commands 
to  be  considered  vacant  and  successors  appointed  ?  If  bo,  wbat  is  to 
become  of  those  assigned  to  staff  duty  should  the  commanding  gen- 
eral revoke  the  assignment?  If  the  contrary,  many  brigades  wiU  be 
commanded  by  the  officer  next  in  rank  to  be  assigned  brigadier, 
however  incompetent  such  officer  may  be  to  command  a  brigade,  and 
the  like  would  occur  as  to  divisions  and  corps,  in  contravention  of 
the  policy,  well  considered  and  established,  that  general  officers  are 
appointed  by  selection  for  merit,  and  not  promoted  by  seniority.  If 
the  commanding  general  is  ordered  to  another  command,  is  he  to 
take  his  staff  with  him,  or  is  he  to  leave  it  for  service  with  his  suc- 
cessor? In  either  case,  is  the  whole  general  staff  of  each  army  to  be 
changed  at  the  caprice  of  the  new  commander?  This  must  be  the 
effect  of  the  bill,  for  the  power  to  assign  necessarily  implies  the 
power  to  revoke,  as  it  would  otherwise  be  equivalent  to  a  permanent 
appointment  that  could  only  be  made  by  the  President  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

IV.  The  fourth  objection  to  the  bill  is  that  it  applies  one  rigid 
rule  for  the  number  of  the  general  staff,  based  solely  on  the  rank  of 
the  commander  and  having  no  reference  to  the  nec^ities  of  a  com- 
mand. The  staff  allowed  is  excessive  in  number  and  rank  in  many 
instances  and  entirely  inadequate  in  others.  A  law  providing  a  gen- 
eral staff  on  such  a  basis  as  is  assuifted  in  this  bill  cannot,  from  its 
very  nature,  be  executed  according  to  its  terms.  The  labor  required 
of  the  staff  connected  with  a  brigade,  division,  or  corps  depends  on 
the  fact  of  its  being  part  of  an  army  or  a  .separate  command  as  well 
as  on  the  number  of  men ;  the  extent  of  the  country  over  which  oper- 
ations are  to  be  conducted;  the  abundance  or  scarcity  of  supplies  in 
the  district;  the  existence  or  absence  of  railroad,  river,  or  other  trans- 
portation ;  the  concentration  or  dispersion  of  the  troops,  and  the  many 
other  circumstances  which  control  military  movements  in  time  of  war. 
It  is  impossible  to  apply  a  rigid,  unbending  rule  to  such  diverse  cases. 
An  oi^anization  into  corps  meets  aU  these  difficulties  by  providing  for 
assignment  of  the  proper  number  of  officera  to  difloreut  comjuands 
according  to  the  needs  of  each. 
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V.  The  number  and  rank  of  aides-de-camp  allowed  by  the  bill 
is  believed  to  be  greatly  in  exceea  of  those  allowed  by  other  govern- 
ments and  qnite  unsuited  to  the  nature  of  ours.  They  would  rather 
impede  than  improve  the  service.  They  would  encourage  love  of 
OBtentation  and  feed  a  fondness  for  vain  display,  which  should  rather 
be  discouraged  than  fostered.  The  experience  of  this  war  has  demon- 
strated that  the  most  efficient  commanders,  those  who  have  most 
attracted  the  respect,  gratitude,  and  admiration  of  their  country, 
have  avoided  the  large  retinue  of  personal  staff  which  this  bill  would 
seem  to  sanction  as  proper  or  desirable. 

VI.  The  objection  to  the  enormous  increase  in  the  number  of  officers 
and  expenditure  that  would  result  from  the  passage  of  such  a  bill 
becomes  a  matter  of  serious  concern  when  no  corresponding  increase 
of  efficiency  is  secured;  of  still  graver  importance  when  the  opposite 
result  is  to  be  feared. 

According  to  the  bill  as  passed  the  staff  would  embrace  an  addition 
of  about  400  officers,  involving  an  increased  annual  expenditure  for 
pay,  rations,  forage,  and  allowance  amounting  to  $1,138,728  above 
the  present  staff  as  organized  by  general  orders  under  existing 
legislation. 

If  generals  are  to  be  allowed  to  change  the  staff  of  each  army  to 
which  they  may  be  assigned  at  their  pleasure,  it  is  difficult  to  calcu- 
late the  extent  t<o  which  this  abuse  would  grow,  the  number  of  men 
that  would  be  drawn  from  useful  senrtce  to  cumber  the  staff,  or  the 
increase  of  expenditure  involved. 

Congress  will  perceive  that  with  objections  so  radical  it  was  impos- 
sible for  me  to  approve  the  bill  passed  at  the  last  session,  and  that  the 
subject  was  too  important  to  be  treated  in  a  hurried  message  within 
the  last  few  hours  of  the  close  of  a  Congress.  Concurring  in  the  expe- 
diency of  legislation  for  the  organization  of  a  general  staff,  I  have 
thought  a  full  exposition  of  my  views  on  the  subject  would  perhaps 
coudnce  to  the  framing  of  a  measure  which  would  carry  into  effect  the 
views  of  the  Legislative  Department  while  excluding  the  provisions 
which  have  compelled  me  to  decline  approving  that  devised  by  your 
predecessors. 


Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb, 

Commanding  Meserves: 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  mailed  to  me  at  Hilledgeville, 
has  been  forwarded  to  me  at  this  place.  As  you  enjoy  more  leisure 
for  bandying  words  and  indulging  in  personal  abuse  than  now  falls 
to  my  lot  in  this  crisis  ot  our  fate,  while  the  enemy  is  pressing  hard 
upon  us,  I  shall  content  myself  with  a  short  reply  to  your  misrepre- 
sentations. 

Having  already  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  intelligent  mind, 
not  too  much  warped  by  prejudice  to  see  the  truth  when  presented, 
that  my  certificate  claiming  all  civil  and  military  officers  of  this  State 
as  necessary  to  the  proper  administration  of  the  government  of  this 
State  is  in  strict  conformity  to  the  resolution  of  General  Assembly, 
whose  authority  and  sole  jurisdiction  over  the  question  has  been  sol- 
emnly adjudicated  by  our  own  supreme  court;  and  not  having 
claimed  a  single  officer  as  exempt  from  conscription  whose  office  is 
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not  created  by  tJie  constitution  or  laws  of  the  State,  because  con- 
sidered necessary  to  the  proper  administration  of  the  State  govern- 
ment,  I  can  afford  to  pass  as  harmless  yonr  naked  and  nnsnstained 
assertion  that  my  certificate  is  nntme.  You  can  draw  no  support 
from  the  fact  that  in  a  great  crisis  Ulce  the  present  the  State  officers 
for  a  time  have  rallied  to  the  front  in  response  to  my  call  to  aid  in 
repelling  the  enemy.  It  is  true  their  offices  are  temporarily  closed 
and  their  official  duties  n^lected  till  the  enemy  shall  be  repulsed, 
but  that  does  not  prove  that  their  presence  at  home  is  not  necessary 
or  that  their  official  duties  are  unimportant. 

A  judge  of  the  superior  court,  who  has  reported  for  duty  in  the 
military  field,  has  for  a  time  suspended  his  official  functions;  but  this 
does  not  prove  that  his  office  is  unimportant  or  that  he  could  be 
enrolled  as  a  conscript  and  his  duties  suspended  during  the  war  with- 
out detriment  to  the  publie  interest. 

You  say  if  I  had  called  out  the  State  officers  at  the  time  and  in  the 
mode  su^^ted  by  yon  it  would  perhaps  have  been  better  for  the 
country.  By  this  I  suppose  I  am  to  understand  you  to  assert  that  it 
would  have  been  better  for  the  country  if  I  had  turned  them  over  to 
your  command.  Judging  from  the  fact  that  after  all  the  militia  of 
the  State  between  seventeen  and  fifty,  except  the  officers,  had  been 
turned  over  subject  to  enrollment  by  you,  and  you  have  had  two 
months  to  bring  them' to  the  field,  yon  have  not  succeeded  in  getting 
ready  for  service  as  many  as  I  now  have  in  camp,  assembled  in  one 
week  after  my  call,  I  am  of  opinion  yon  will  find  few  persons  so 
prejudiced  as  to  agree  with  you  that  the  public  interest  woold  have 
been  promoted  by  placing  these  men  under  your  command,  which  I 
fear,  If  I  may  judge  froin  the  past,  it  will  yet  take  yon  months  to 
oi^anize.  The  public  safety  calls  for  men  in  the  field  now,  while  the 
enemy  is  pressing  us,  and  it  is  fortunate  for  the  country  that  the  State 
officers  were  not  placed  in  a  position  to  be  kept  back  by  you. 

While  I  trust  I  have  faithfully  discharged  my  duties  to  our  gallant 
soldiers  and  their  families,  in  supplying  their  wants,  I  have  never 
arrogated  to  myself  the  credit  due  the  people  of  the  State  for  afford- 
ing the  means.  If  I  am  entitled  to  credit  for  the  judioioos  and  faithftil 
management  of  those  means  my  ambition  is  satisfied. 

After  I  have  convicted  you  of  willful  misrepresentation  of  the  facts 
relative  to  the  number  of  troops  furnished  by  me  in  response  to 
tiie  last  ocdl  of  the  President,  and  have  shown  from  the  record  that 
the  requisition  was  filled  in  letter  and  spirit,  with  over  double  the 
number  called  for,  most  of  whose  muster-rolls  covered  a  larger  part 
of  the  territory  of  the  State  than  the  act  of  Congress  or  the  call  of 
the  President  required,  which  facts  you  knew  when  you  penned  your 
denial,  you  still  persist  in  reiterating  the  assertion,  and  attempt  to 
escape  exposure  by  chai^ng  that  I  have  lost  my  temper  in  replying 
to  your  statement.  "While  it  may  be  a  little  trying  to  the  patience 
of  a  right-minded  man  to  see  truth  so  utterly  disregarded  by  one 
occupying  so  high  a  position,  I  am  willing  to  leave  it  to  the  judgment 
of  the  unbiased  who  has  most  exhibited  the  loss  of  temper,  I,  in 
exposii^  your  willful  misrepresentations,  or  you,  while  laboring  nimer 
the  exposure. 

When  you  were  assigned  by  the  President  to  the  command  of  the 
troops  called  out  last  fall  for  local  defense,  and  I  assured  you  of  my 
willingness  to  render  all  the  aid  and  assistance  in  my  power,  and  in 
the  case  of  active  services  in  the  faw  of  the  enemy  to  act  temporarily 
with  you,  it  was  not  possible  for  you  to  have  understood  me  to  express 
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a  willingness  to  act  as  yonr  aide-de-camp  while  you  were  lying  in  a 
state  of  inactivity  in  a  safe  place  in  the  rear.  I  supposed  in  the  case 
of  an  exigency,  such  as  we  passed  through  when  our  army  was  driven 
back  from  Missionary  Ridge  to  Ringgold,  that  you  might  leave  your 
safe  retreat  and  go  to  the  front.  But  if  I  had  no  higher  ambition  to 
serve  the  conntiy  and  no  more  important  duties  to  perform  I  could 
not,  of  course,  expect  to  be  favored  with  a  position  upon  yonr  staff  so 
long  as  your  retreat  is  safe  and  comfortable,  as  you  probably  have  no 
place  to  spare  after  you  have  provided  for  your  numerous  relatives, 
whose  prior  claims  upon  you  entitle  them  to  preference  in  sharing 
the  honor  with  you. 

As  in  your  reference  to  the  words  "  personal-  knowledge  "  you  say 
you  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  I  had  been  dishonorable  or  unjust 
in  my  speculations,  I  need  only  remark  that  had  I  understood  you 
then  as  I  now  do  I  should  have  made  no  allusion  to  certain  complica- 
tions in  your  jwn  past  financial  history.  I  did  it  upon  the  principle 
that    those  who  live  in  glass  houses  should  not  throw  stones." 

As  I  made  no  allusion  in  my  letter,  however,  which  had  not  truth 
for  its  foundation,  and  as  a  statement  of  truth  can  never  be  a  mfdi- 
cious  slauder,"  I  can  see  no  just  reason  why  it  should  have  thrown  you 
into  so  towering  a  passion ;  nor  can  I  attempt  to  imitate  the  elevation 
of  thought,  the  elegant  style,  or  the  refined  taste  of  the  closing 
paragraph  of  your  reply. 
BespectfuUy, 

'JOSEPH  E.  BROWN. 

[LlAoCMBMt.] 

June  6,  1864. 

This  communication  and  the  author  are  alike  unworthy  of  further 
notice. 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Major-  QeneraL 


War  Department, 
Richmond^  Fo.,  May  SI,  X864. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President: 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  after  some  little  struggle 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  conferring  temporary  rank  passed  both 
Houses  last  evening,  and  the  motion  to  reconsider  failed.  It  may  be 
regarded,  therefore,  as  settled;  and  I  venture  to  suggest  that  the 
nominations  required  be  at  once  pi^pared  and  made,  will  you  send 
me  the  names  required  by  General  Lee  for  the  respective  portions? 
General  Lee  sent  me  again  last  night  an  urgent  message  as  to  the 
imperative  necessity  for  these  appointments. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary. 


Headquarters  Georgia  Reserves, 

MacoUj  Qa.,  May  3i,  IS64. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sedz)ON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmondy  Va.: 
Sir:  It  is  with  great  reluctance  I  address  yon  at  this  important  and 
critical  juncture  upon  the  subject  of  this  letter,  but  believing  that  the  . 
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interests  of  the  pnblio  serrioe  demand  it,  I  do  so.  I  have  been  directed 
by  a  telegram  from  Jndge  Campbell,  .A^istant  Secretary  of  War,  to 
restore  to  its  former  status  the  battalion  of  Major  Howard,  at  Colum- 
bus, Ga.,  and  I  have  replied  to  him  that  to  do  so  wonld  destroy  all 
my  power  of  usefulness  in  this  command,  and  therefore  I  ask.  to  be 
relieved."  Let  me  ask  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  papers,  which 
were  forwarded  to  me  from  your  office  for  my  action.  I  will  simply 
indicate  the  points  to  which  I  desire  particularly  to  direct  your 
attention : 

First.  The  two  letters  of  Colonel  Robertson,  commandant  of  the 
post,  showing  the  inefficiency  of  the  battalion  and  recommending  that 
it  should  be  disbanded,  with  the  approving  indorsementcr  of  Generals 
Beauregard  and  Gilmer. 

Second.  The  indorsement,  by  your  order,  referring  the  whole  matter 
to  me,  with  the  announcement  that  ui>on  my  recommendation  the  bat- 
talion would  be  disbanded. 

Thii-d.  My  order  directing  my  aide,  Col.  M.  J.  Crawford  (who  was 
kindly  acting  as  volunteer  aide),  to  examine  fully  into  the  condition 
of  the  battalion,  and  his  report  stating  its  condition,  as  well  as  the 
extract  from  his  unofficial  letter  showing  the  conduct  of  Major  Howard 
on  the  occasion  and  the  hoxMlessness  of  filling  the  ranl^  of  the  bat- 
talion. 

I  desire  simply  to  add  that  I  preferred  to  retain  the  battalion  organ- 
ization and  fill  it  np,  and  only  determined  on  a  different  course  when 
I  became  satisfied  that  there  was  no  hope  of  recruiting  its  ranks,  and 
that  the  only  way  to  get  the  small  remaining  material  of  the  battalion 
into  useful  service  was  to  disband  it  and  let  new  companies  be  organ- 
ized. This  I  did,  and  from  Colonel  Crawford's  letter  you  will  see 
that  so  little  was  left  that  only  one  company  was  formed  and  another 
started.  With  these  facts  I  telegraphed  to  you  for  authority  to  dis- 
band this  and  other  local  oi^anizations,  and  you  replied,  giving  me 
the  authority,  and  I  have  acted  upon  it.  The  company  formed  has 
reported  here  and  is  on  duty,  and  I  had  hoped  to  have  oi^anized 
another  regiment  of  reserves  this  week,  with  the  assistance  of  the  two 
companies  from  this  battaUon.  I  submit  to  you  that  if  my  action  is 
overruled  by  the  Department  without  even  an  opportunity  of  vindi- 
cating my  conduct,  I  necessarily  lose  the  respect  of  the  men  under 
me.  It  is  well  known  that  this  matter  was  submitted  to  my  discretion 
and  that  I  acted  after  thorough  and  mature  examination.  I  would 
submit  to  the  humiliation  if  I  thereby  promoted  the  public  service,  for 
I  am  determined  to  allow  no  mere  personal  feeling  to  interfere  with 
an  honest  effort  to  dischai^  my  duty;  but  in  this  case  the  public 
interest  would  suffer  by  my  remaining  in  command  of  men  who  looked 
upon  my  action  and  decisions  with  no  respect,  feeling  that  they  had 
only  to  ask  for  a  reversal  and  it  would  be  granted.  I  am  sure  you 
will  agree  with  me  that  I  ought  to  be  relieved  if  this  order  to  restore 
Major  Howard's  battalion  is  to  be  carried  out,  and  if  such  continues 
to  be  the  judgment  of  the  Department  I  trust  that  my  request  may  be 
granted.  The  telegraphic  communication  between  Judge  Campbell 
and  myself  being  on  file  in  your  office,  I  do  not  inclose  copies. 

I  am,  with  sentiments  of  sincere  regard,  very  truly,  yours,  Ac, 

HOWELL  COBB, 
Mqjor-Genertdf  Commanding,  Ac 
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[iBolosim  No.  1.] 

Headquarters  Post, 
CohmibuSf  Oa-t  Feinnary  15,  1864. 

Maj.  J.  H.  AlbxandeRj 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Savannahy  Oa.: 
Major:  Some  time  since  I  forwarded  documents  with  reference  to 
tlie  status  of  Howard's  battalion  of  non-conscripts.    A  few  days  since 
I  received  a  copy  of  the  order  allowing  the  organization  of  this  bat- 
talion, and  find  that  a  condition  annexed  is  that  as  members  of  the 
battalion  arrive  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  they  shall  be  turned 
over  to  the  enrolling  officer  for  conscription.    I  have  ordered  this  con- 
dition enforced,  and  would  now  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing facts  with  referenoe  to  this  organization:  The  battalion  now 
numbers  five  companies,  composed  of  boys  from  fourteen  to  seven- 
teen years  old,  officered  by  young  men  in  many  instances  under 
e^fhteen  years,  and  who  are,  in  my  opinion,  too  young  and  inexpe- 
rienced for  the  positions  they  occupy.    The  supreme  court  of  Geor- 
gia has  decided  that  any  member  of  this  organization  under  eighteen 
years  old,  although  enlisted  with  the  written  consent  of  parent  or 
guardian,  can  at  any  time  be  discharged  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 
Many  have  been  discharged.    This  decision  renders  discipline  out  of 
the  question,  for  should  a  court-martial  inflict  a  punishment  consid- 
ered by  parents  or  friends  at  all  severe,  the  party  could  be  discharged 
before  the  sentence  is  enforced.    After  all  members  of  eighteen  years 
are  enrolled  the  companies  will  not  in  a  single  instance  reach  the 
minimum  number  required,  and  cannot  be  recruited,  as  the  majority 
enlisted  under  the  Impression  that  they  would  be  permanently  re- 
tained here.   For  the  reason  given  I  find  the  battalion  inefficient  and 
regard  it  as  a  useless  expense  on  the  Government,  and  respectfully 
recommend  that  it  be  dischai^^  from  service,  and  that  other  means 
be  adopted  by  which  the  post  can  be  supplied  with  troops  reliable  for 
provost  and  guard  duty.    The  amount  of  Government  property  in 
Columbus,  valued  at  $5,000,000,  certainly  warrants  a  guard  for  its  pro- 
tection.   I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  companies  which  have 
been  decimated  by  the  casualties  of  war,  and  which  now  number, 
many  of  them,  only  ten  and  fifteeu  muskets,  be  temporarily  assigned 
to  this  duty,  which  would  give  them  an  opportunity  to  collect  the 
absentees  and  increase  their  effectiveness,  and  that  when  their  effect- 
ive total  reaches  twenty  they  be  replaced  by  some  other  decimated 
company,  or  that  State  troops  be  called  for  to  perform  local  duty. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  ROBERTSON, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Pod. 

tl&AonemeBt.] 

Headquarters, 
Savannah,  February  IS,  1864- 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  department  headquarters. 
I  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  Ck>lonel  Robertson  that  Major 
Howard's  battalion  be  disbanded  as  soon  as  troops  for  State  service 
can  be  oi^anized  for  the  protection  of  the  Government  property  at 
^lumbns  under  the  recent  act  of  Congress,  as  rei>orted  troops  for 
^  purpose  recommended  will  soon  be  available  in  large  nnmbras. 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Major-Genendt  Second  in  Cmnmcmd. 
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Headquabtbbs  Post, 
Cdkvmbtta,  Qa.y  March  BS,  IS64. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Staffy  CharlesUm,  8.  C: 

General:  I  inclose  with  this  a  commission*  received  at  these  head- 
quarters through  Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb,  commanding  Georgia  State 
Guard,  and  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  the  following  remarks: 

Major  Howard  is  commanding  an  organization  doing  provost  guard 
duty  and  guarding  public  property  at  this  post,  and  known  as 
Howard's  l^ttallon  of  non-conscripts.  Major  Howard  claims  that 
this  organization  is  rec<^nized  at  the  War  Department  as  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Geoi^ia  Battalion.  I  have  no  official  information  to  that 
effect.  The  authority  granted  by  Secretary  of  War  to  Major  Howard 
to  raise  the  battalion  specified  that  it  was  for  special  duty  in  and 
around  Columbus,  Ga.,  and  required  Major  Howard  to  turn  over  to 
the  enrolling  ofBcer  all  members  of  the  battalion  as  they  became  liable 
to  conscription  by  virtue  of  age  or  otherwise.  The  battalion  is  com- 
posed of  five  companies  made  up  of  boys  from  fourteen  to  eighteen 
years  old,  and  now  numbers  only  161  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  with  a  full  quota  of  commissioned  officers,  thus  rendering 
this  battalion  of  boys  as  expensive  to  the  Government  as  any  other 
battalion  of  five  full  companies  in  regular  service.  The  commis- 
sioned officers  are  nearly  all  over  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  claim 
that  they  are  not  liable  to  conscription  by  virtue  of  their  commissions. 
The  fact  that  the  inclosed  oomm^ion  was  sent  through  Maj.  Gen. 
Howell  Cobb  indicates  that  the  battalion  is  a  portion  of  the  Georgia 
State  Guard.  If  so,  should  it  be  on  duty  at  this  post?  By  virtue  of 
section  8  of  an  act  entitled  *'  An  act  toorganize  forces  to  serve  dnrii^ 
the  war,"  should  not  this  battalion  be  discharged  from  service? 

In  view  of  the  facts  stated  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  bat- 
talion be  discharged  from  duty  at  this  post,  and  that  troops  for  pro- 
vost and  other  guard  duty  be  supplied  in  accordance  with  General 
Orders,  No.  3G,  Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida, 
dated  March  14,  1861. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  ROBERTSON, 
Cciondf  Comnumding. 

[Flnt  IDdorMment.} 

HDQR8.  Dept.  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Ac, 

CkarUstony  March  SO,  IS64. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

The  views  of  Colonel  Robertson  appear  to  be  sound,  and  I  approve 
of  them. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

Qeneralj  Commanding. 

[SeooDd  iDdonemrat.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

AprU  SO,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major^Greneral  Cobb,  commanding  G^rgia 
Reserves.    If  this  battalion  can  be  made  effective  by  recruits  from 

*Not  inclosed. 
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tiie  reserve  men  it  should  be  continned.  The  commissioii  of  Major 
Howard,  improperly  returned  by  General  Beauregard,  is  inclosed,  and 
will  be  delivei^d  to  Major  Howard  if  General  Cobb  concludes  the 
battalion  can  continue  to  be  effective.  The  taking  of  men  from 
active  service  to  command  local  troops  cannot  be  thought  of.  They 
may  of  course  elect  men  permanently  disabled,  especially  those  placed 
in  the  Invalid  Corps,  and  should  be  encouraged  so  to  do,  but  able- 
bodied  men  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  cannot  be  spared. 
By  commiuid  of  Secretary  of  War: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 
Mqjor  and  Assistant  Acfjuiant-OeneraL 

[Ineloanre  Vo.  8.] 

Adjutant  and  Insfbctob  Genkbal's  Ofeicb, 

April  16, 186i. 

The  several  papers  inclosed  are  respectfully  referred  to  General 
Howell  CJobb  for  his  consideration  and  action. 

The  battalion  was  raised  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  by 
T.  B.  Howard  upon  condition  that  tlie  youths  upon  coming  at  eight- 
een years  of  age  would  be  assigned  to  companies  in  the  general  serv- 
ice under  the  conscript  act.  This  condition  must  be  carried  out.  If 
the  battalion  thereby  fails,  verj^  good;  let  it  be  disbanded.  There 
should  be  a  competent  guard  at  Columbus  of  the  reserve  material. 
If  it  be  practicable  to  retain  thU  organization  and  All  it  up  to  the 
requisite  number,  let  it  be  done.  If  not,  the  Department  will  disband 
it  upon  Gtoneral  Cobb's  recommendation.  The  material  in  it  will  be 
organized  as  other  reserve  material.    The  rolls  are  on  file.  ■ 

By  command  of  Secretary  of  War: 

SAMI..  W.  MELTON, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[nieloMira  So.  4.] 

Columbus,  Ga.,  May  10,  I864. 

Haj.  Lakar  Cobb, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Hajob:  In  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  13, 1  proceeded  to  tliis 
place,  and  have  inquired  into  the  election  of  the  ofiftcers  of  Howard's 
battf^on,  and  find  that  all  the  companies  have  been  oi^anized  and 
the  officers  elected  since  the  Ifith  of  October,  1863,  at  which  time  orders 
were  issued  prohibiting  the  election  of  any  officer  unless  permanently 
disabled  from  field  service.  My  information  is  that  none  of  these 
officers  come  within  the  orders.  The  strength  of  the  battalion  is 
eighty-three.  The  remainder  have  been  discharged  by  the  courts  or 
gone  to  other  commands,  and  most  generally  without  leave.  Of  those 
present  but  seven  are  understood  to  be  over  forty-five  years  of  age, 
and  those  under  eighteen  are  leaving  almost  daily  for  the  Army;  thus 
the  battalion  is  reduced  to  its  present  numbere  and  cannot  be  easily 
Tecmited.  The  guard  furnished  by  the  battalion  has  not  been  satis- 
factory to  the  officers  in  charge  of  public  works  and  property. 

In  referance  to  the  protection  and  defense  of  the  public  property, 
there  is  abundant  material  here  for  any  ordinary  occasion.  There  is 
one  battalion  regularly  and  leg^ly  organized  numbering  245  men,  com- 
posed of  factory  and  railroad  hands.  There  are  at  the  naval  iron- 
works 138  men;  at  the  arsenal  and  workshops  under  its  control  175 
nien;  in  the  quartermaster's  oflRce  200  men;  and  at  the  Government 
transportation  works  37  men,  making  an  aggregate  of  795  men.  All 
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these  men  aie  not  enrolled,  many  of  them  having  heen  detailed  by 
the  War  Office  when  ftrat  liable  under  the  conscript  law  without  being 
.  members  of  any  oompai^.   They  should  all  be  enrolled  at  onoe  and 
lists  made  out  of  those  in  each  of  the  public  establishments,  and  no 
furloughs  granted  unless  signed  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  work 
and  approved  by  the  oommandant  of  the  post.  Out  of  these  men  two 
companies  might  be  formed  at  the  naval  iron-works,  three  at  the 
arsenal,  and  three  in  quartermaster's  department,  electing  their 
officers  from  among  their  own  number,  and  drilled  at  such  times  as 
would  be  least  inconvenient  to  the  officers  in  chaise  of  them.  The 
public  property  is  now  guarded  by  watchmen  composed  of  disabled 
and  maimed  soldiers,  who  upon  neglect  of  duty  are  at  once  discharged. 
They  afford  ample  protection  against  any  damage  liable  to  occur  from 
'  ordinary  sources.    It  is  perhaps  proper  to  stote  further  that  this 
i  whole  force  (the  detailed  men)  could  be  used  only  for  local  defense, 
'  as  they  are  employed  as  mechanics  and  laborers  in  the  eity. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  J.  CRAWFORD, 

Aide-de'Camp. 

[InelMnra  Ko.  B.] 

Columbus,  Ga.,  May  26, 1864. 

[General  Howell  Cobb:] 

Dear  General:  I  have  succeeded  in  making  one  company  only 
out  of  Howard's  battalion.  It  was  difficult  to  do  that,  as  they  have 
used  no  means  to  keep  them  here  since  it  has  been  known  they  would 
be  disbanded.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  so,  but  I  believe  it.  The  com- 
pany will  leave  for  Macon  to-morrow  (Thursday)  night.  Captain 
Davis,  of  the  enrolling  office,  will  aid  me  in  getting  up  such  as  have 
gone  home  and  who  reside  in  this  district,  and  send  them  up  as  rap- 
idly as  possible.  There  were  not  more  than  about  eighty-one  men 
who  were  doing  duty  here,  and  never  more  than  115  or  120  at  any 
time.  Very  many  were  from  Alabama,  and  have  gone  over  there  out 
of  reach,  but  their  names  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  enrolling  officer 
of  their  district.  They  have  men  on  all  their  rolls  who  are  not  and 
have  not  been  here  for  five  or  six  months.  Howard  refused  at  first 
to  disband  his  men,  and  I  had  some  trouble  about  it,  because  he  had 
orders  from  the  War  Department  as  late  as  the  Sth  instant,  and 
besides  he  claimed  to  be  in  nowise  under  your  authority,  &c. ,  but  he 
acted  at  last  upon  my  making  out  and  showing  him  my  report  to  you 
of  his  refusal.  He  wanted  also  the  order  to  come  through  the  com- 
mandant of  post.    It  is  all  arranged,  however. 

******  * 

Very  truly,  yours, 

M.  J.  CRAWFORD. 

[ntolowus  Ho.  <■] 

Headquarters, 
Macon,  May  10,  I864. 

Hon.  Jajsbs  a.  Sbddok, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. : 
There  are  several  local  organizations  which  the  good  of  the  service 
require  should  be  disbanded  at  once  and  material  formed  into  reserve. 
Colonel  Browne  has  so  recommended  to  Colonel  Prest-on.    Will  you 
telegraph  me  authority  to  disband  all  such? 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Mqjor-GeneraL 
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[luoloaore  No.  7.] 

Richmond,  May  18, 1864. 

Mfg.  G«n.  Howell  Gobb: 

The  companies  referred  to  in  your  telegram  may  at  your  discre- 
tion be  disbanded.  All  conscript  materiu  had  been  o^ered  to  be 
withdrawn. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


ExEcnriTB  Department  of  Alabama, 

Montgomery,  May  SI,  1364. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sib:  Some  weeks  since  I  wrote  to  you  in  reference  to  seTeral 
volunteer  organizations  forming  in  the  State  of  men  and  boys  between 
the  ages  of  forty-five  and  fifty  and  below  eighteen  years  old.  Some 
of  these  companies  were  formed  before  the  act  of  Congress  of  Febru- 
ary 17  was  passed,  some  after  that  time,  but  before  the  notice  issued 
by  the  President  and  required  by  law  was  published.  These  com- 
panies, most  of  them,  were  made  up  and  tendered  to  the  Governor  for 
the  war  for  State  defense.  Their  rolls  were  filed  in  this  office,  and 
copies  of  such  rolls  were  furnished  the  enrolling  officers  of  the 
counties  in  which  the  companies  were  located.  The  enrolling  officers 
are  harassing  these  men  and  requiring  them  to  be  enrolled  and  sent 
to  camp.  This  action  of  the  enrolling  officers  is  not  warranted  by  the 
law  of  Congress.  These  organizations  are  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  spirit  of  the  law  of  Congrras,  if  not  with  its  letter.  The  manner 
in  which  the  enrolling  officers  are  doing  their  work  in  this  State  Is 
creating  much  injury — actual  injury — ^to  the  planting  interest  of  the 
State,  and  actual  injury  by  estranging  the  best  people  from  the  proper 
regard  to  our  cause.  They  can  see  no  use  in  taking  men  over  forty- 
five  years  old  and  boys  under  eighteen  from  their  farms  at  this  season 
of  the  year  and  placing  them  in  camps  w»  do  nothing,  and  let  their 
crops  be  destroyed.  And  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  think  it 
the  most  egregious  folly,  to  call  it  by  no  harsher  name.  These  volun- 
teer companies  of  which  I  speak  have  been  organized  in  their  respect- 
ive counties  and  they  are  ready  to  resi>ond  whenever  a  call  for  the 
reserves  is  made.  In  the  meantime,  except  when  called  out  to  drill, 
which  is  once  a  week,  they  are  permitted  to  remain  at  home  making 
something  to  eat  for  their  families  and  for  our  soldiers.  I  have  resisted, 
by  remonstrance,  the  action  of  the  enrolling  officers,  and  I  may  feel 
myself  justifled  in  going  farther  unless  some  stop  is  put  to  the  matter 
hy  you.  I  have  no  complaint  to  make  of  Col.  H.  C.  Lockhart,  the 
commandant  for  the  State;  he  is  a  gentleman  for  whom  I  entertain  a 
very  high  respect.  He  has  common  sense,  a  very  rare  sort  of  sense, 
paradoxical  though  it  may  seem,  but  he  says  he  is  restricted  by  his 
orders.  I  learn  now  that  it  is  not  allowed  to  mix  in  the  same  company 
boys  under  eighteen  and  old  men  over  forty -five  years  of  age.  Surely 
such  orders  could  not  have  issued  from  the  War  Department ;  they 
would  violate  the  act  of  Congress.  What  is  the  object  of  such  orders 
I  cannot  discover,  unless  it  is  to  prevent  any  State  organizations.  It 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  States  have  some  rights  left,  and  that 
the  right  to  troops  in  time  of  war  is  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution. 
These  rights,  on  the  part  of  Alabama,  I  am  determined  sludl  be 
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respected.  I  cannot  permit  the  troops  denized  for  State  defense 
and  ready  to  obey  my  calls  to  be  all  taken  out  of  the  control  of  the 
State.  The  laws  of  Alabama  must  be  executed  and  I  must  have  some 
Ixoops  at  my  command  to  execute  them ;  such  troops,  while  I  am  Gov-- 
emor,  will  always  be  ready  to  obey  any  call  made  by  the  President. 

I  wish  to  call  yonr  prompt  attention  to  the  contents  of  this  letter 
and  ask  for  a  prompt  reply. 

I  have  tJie  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  WATTS, 
Governor  of  Alabama. 

[InderHBient.] 

Bureau  of  Conscbifiion, 

Richmond^  June  18^  1864, 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  commandant  of  conscripts  for  Alabama  has  been  instructed  to 
organize  the  reserves  and  turn  over  the  muster-rolls  to  Major-Genial 
Withers.  That  organization  is  to  be  made  in  exact  accordance  with 
General  Orders,  No.  45,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  cur- 
rent series.  These  clainis  by  local  authorities  for  troops,  stated  to  be 
oipuiized  by  them,  are  having  the  effect  of  entirely  defeating  the  law 
in  relation  to  the  resorve  forces. 

If  the  Governors  persist  in  raising  and  holding  armies  composed 
largely  of  classes  brought  Into  the  service  of  the  Confederacy  by  the 
act  of  17th  February,  1864,  then  the  anticii>ated  effect  of  that  act  is 
neutralized.  If  these  organizations  are  turned  over  to  the  Confeder- 
ate Government  there  can  probably  no  harm  result  from  retaining 
them  after  abstracting  from  them  the  material  due  to  the  general 
service,  and  this  course  is  recommended. 

The  promise  to  hold  them  by  State  authority,  ready  to  answer  the 
call  of  the  President,  does  not  ftdfill  the  purposes  of  the  law,  which 
places  them  in  Confederate  service.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  conscrip- 
tion ceases  on  the  completion  of  company  organizations,  and  the 
holding  the  men  in  camp  or  restoring  tnem  to  their  avocations  is  a 
matter  for  the  action  of  13ie  general  commanding.  I  have  the  honor 
herewith  to  submit  a  correspondence  of  the  ccnnmandant  of  conscripts 
for  G^rgia  with  the  Governor  of  that  State  relative  to  like  matters.* 

The  tendency  of  the  action  of  the  State  authorities  is  to  absorb  the 
whole  class  of  reserves. 

JOHN  S.  PRESTON, 
BrigadieT'Oeneral  and  Sv/perintendeni. 


[Mat  31,  1864. — For  Davis  to  Anderson  and  Davis  to  Milton,  in 
regard  to  the  organization  and  employment  of  Florida  resen^es,  see 
Series  I,  VoL  UII,  p.  339.] 


[June  l,  1864. — For  Maxey's  requisition  on  the  Six  Confederate 
Nations  (Indian)  for  troops  to  complete  three  brigades,  see  Series  1, 
Vol.  XXXIV,  Part  IV,  p.  639.] 

*See  Mather  to  Davis,  March  31  (with  indorsements  and  incloBure),p.  25B; 
Browne  to  Brown,  May  10,  p.  416,  and  Brown  to  Browne,  May  SI,  p.  440. 
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Sm:  I  woald  rospectfally  ask  yoor  special  attention  to  the  fact  that 
OD  yesterday,  the  31st  of  May,  the  issne  of  new  carrency  from  the 
Treasury  amonnt«d  to  $57,483,903.  In  the  report  made  to  Congress 
at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
it  was  shown  that  under  existing  laws  the  issues  of  new  currency 
authorized  would  probably  reach  $200,000,000,  and  it  was  recom- 
mended that  this  amount  should  be  reduced  one-half.  An  increase 
of  taxes  and  the  issue  of  certificates  of  indebtedness  were  recommended 
as  means  to  make  good  the  deficiency  in  supply  to  the  Treasury.  You 
are  doubtless  aware  that  the  Senate  has  passed  a  bill  adopting  the 
first  suggestion.  Should  this  bill  pass  the  House,  then  the  new  issues 
of  currency  at  the  command  of  the  Treasurer  would  be  reduced  to 
1100,000,000.  As  already  stated,  $57,000,000  of  this  sum  have  already 
been  issued,  leaving  only  $43,000,000  in  currency  for  the  payment  of 
all  further  requisitions.  In  view  of  this  state  of  things  the  Depart- 
ment has  for  some  time  past  advertised  for  sale  part  of  the  6  per  cent, 
untaxable  bonds;  but  the  disturbance  at  the  Capital  produced  by  the 
approach  of  the  enemy  has  prevented  the  proposed  sale,  and  may  delay 
the  same  for  several  weeks  longer.  Under  these  circumstances  I  would 
respectfully  urge  upon  you  the  absolute  necessity  of  withholding  your 
requisitions  formoney,  and  Instead  thereof  making  use  of  certificates 
of  indebtedness.  There  are  certain  payments  which  must  of  necessity 
be  made  in  money,  such  as  pay  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  wages,  salaries, 
and  interest  on  the  public  debt.  It  would  be  well,  therefore,  to  reserve 
for  these  purposes  the  remaining  amount  to  be  issued,  and  insist  upon 
paying  all  other  demands  in  certificates,  at  least  until  bonds  can  be 
sold.  Unless  some  such  course  shall  be  promptly  adopted  the  Treas- 
ury will  soon  be  without  the  means  to  respond  to  any  requisition. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


[June  2,  1864. — For  Bonham  to  Seddon,  urging  the  Confederate 
Government  not  to  call  the  South  Carolina  reserves  into  the  field,  &g., 
see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXY,  Fart  11,  p.  519.] 


AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  holding  elections  of 
BepreeeutatiTee  in  the  Congress  of  the  Ccmfederate  States  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
neasee,"  approved  Ifay  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

The  Confess  of  the  ConfederaU  States  of  America  do  enactf  That 
the  act  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for  holding  elections  for  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,"  approved  May  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  be 
amended  so  that  the  person  voted  for  as  Representative  of  any  speci- 
fied district,  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  of  the  whole  vote 
oC  the  State,  shall  be  commissioned  as  Representative  of  the  district 
for  which  he  is  voted  for. 

30  B  R — BBRmS  lY,  YOL 


C.  G.  MEMMINGER, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Sec.  2.  That  in  all  elections  held  under  said  act*  polls  shall  be  opcoied 
in  the  camps  of  the  Army,  as  well  out  of  as  in  the  State,  and  the  elec- 
tion shall  be  conducted  otherwise  as  provided  in  said  act  as  amended 
by  this  act. 

Sbc.  3.  That  in  such  elections  all  persons  entitled  to  vote  under 
said  act  out  of  the  county  of  their  residence  shall  be  allowed  to  vote 
at  any  of  the  places  of  voting  out  of  the  State. 

Approved  June  3,  1864. 


Hon.  J.  A.  Sbddon: 

I  have  written  you  twice  in  reference  to  volunteer  companies  organ- 
ized under  my  authority.  I  have  no  reply  from  yon.  Unless  yon 
order  the  commandant  of  conscripts  to  stop  Interfering  with  such 
companies  there  will  be  a  conflict  between  the  Confederate  general 
and  State  authorities. 


JOINT  RESOLUTION  responsive  to  the  resolntioiiB  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly  of 
Vii^liiiia,  aaaetiai^  the  joriadiction  and  aoT«nignty  of  the  State  of  Virginia 
over  her  aaunent  boimdariea. 

Whereas,  resolutions  of  the  Gteneral  Assembly  of  Virginia,  adopted 
October  eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  have  been  commu- 
nicated to  Congress  by  the  Governor  of  that  State,  at  the  request  of 
the  General  Assembly,  wherein  that  body,  referring  to  former  proceed- 
ings and  to  the  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  form  a  new  State  out  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  declares  that  "it  is  the  firm  determination  of  the 
State,  and  known  to  be  that  of  the  Confederate  Government,  to  assert 
and  maintain  the  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty  of  the  State  of  Viiginia 
to  the  uttermost  limits  of  her  ancient  boundfuries,  at  any  and  every 


The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  resohe^  That 
in  no  event  will  this  Government  consent  to  a  division  or  dismember- 
ment of  the  State  of  Virginia,  but  will  assert  and  maintain  her 
jurisdiction  and  sovereignty  to  the  uttermost  limits  of  her  ancient 
boundaries,  at  any  and  every  cost. 

Ai^roved  June  4,  1864. 


ClBOUIiAB.]     ADJXTTANT  AND  INSPBCTOR  OENEBAL'S  OFFICE, 

Siehmondf  Jwne  Jk^  1864- 
The  following  general  instructions  are  published  for  the  guidance 
of  In^ctors  in  the  performance  of  their  duties: 


First,  report  to  the  commander  of  the  army  to  be  inspected,  and 
request  his  co-operation  in  so  far  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  secure 
facilities  for  making  an  inspection.  Obtain  from  him  such  informa- 
tion respecting  the  condition  of  his  army  as  he  may  deem  proper  to 
communicate,  and  requrat  any  su^estions  which  may  lead  to  the 
more  inteU^gent  performance  of  the  duty,  or  call  attention  to  points 


MONTOOMEBY,  Jtme  S,  1864. 


T.  H.  WATTS, 
Governor  of  Alabama. 
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requiring  especial  examination  and  report.  Examine  the  office  records 
of  the  army  headquarters  in  order  to  secure  a  proper  understandinfr 
of  the  system  of  government  prevailing  in  each  army,  and  the  extent 
to  which  it  is  observed.  The  inspection  of  the  troops  of  the  different 
organizations  composing  the  army  will  be  made  in  the  manner  herein 
prescribed  for  inspectors  serving  with  armies,  looking  especially  to 
their  armament,  discipline,  drill,  and  sanitary  condition;  the  relative 
ef&ciency  of  the  different  oi^anlzations,  and  the  merits  of  their 
officers;  and  where  the  differences  are  marked,  the  causes  thereof,  as 
BQch  information,  if  unprejudiced,  may  lead  to  the  promotion  of  the 
meritorious.  As  to  intelligent  and  efficient  staff  officers  properly 
cairying  out  the  orders  and  intentions  of  commanders  the  saccess  of 
an  army  is  in  a  large  measure  due,  their  acquaintance  with  and 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties  pertaining  to  their  respective 
departments  will  be  critically  observed,  and  where  found  to  be  ineffi- 
cient or  negligent  they  will  be  so  reported.  All  officers  with  the 
commands  Inspected  who  are  in  excess  of  the  number  authorized  by 
law  and  orders  will  be  reported,  with  the  nature  of  their  duties  and 
the  circumstance  of  their  assignment. 

The  supplies  pertaining  to  the  different  departments  being  difficult 
to  procure,  especial  attention  will  be  given  to  the  due  observance  of 
property  responsibility  by  the  officers  of  each,  respectively,  seeing 
that  all  property  is  properly  preserved  or  distributed  strictly  in 
accordance  with  allowance  authorized  by  orders.  Learn  the  sources 
from  whence  supplies  are  drawn,  their  unount  and  availability  for 
the  present  and  the  future,  their  nature,  and  the  system  under  which 
they  are  collected.  Call  attention  to  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
their  procurement,  and  suggest  any  improvements  calculated  to 
secure  their  more  prompt,  abundant,  and  economical  delivery. 

As  impressment  is  sometimes  necessary  to  secure  supplies  and  injus- 
tice is  occasionally  inflicted  through  the  indiscretion  or  viciousness  of 
agents,  impress  upon  officers  resorting  to  it  the  importance  of  soften- 
ing its  rigors  by  explanations  of  the  law,  and  the  courteous  assertion 
of  duty  under  it,  leaving  in  all  Instances  the  certificates  required  by 
General  Orders,  Kos.  30  and  39,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's 
Office,  current  series.  In  passing  through  neighborhoods  where 
impressments  have  been  made  Inspectors  should  listen  to  all  com- 
plaints; advise  those  really  aggrieved  how,  under  orders,  to  redress 
their  wrongs,  and  note  the  munes  of  the  impressing  officers,  the  amounts 
impressed,  and  dates  of  impressments,  with  the  view  to  after  compar- 
ison,  in  examining  the  officers*  accounts,  of  the  facts  so  reported  with 
those  exhibited  by  their  vouchers. 


InBX)ect  troops  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  Article  and  for 

the  purposes  indicated  in  paragraphs  459  and  460  of  the  Army  Regu- 
lations published  by  authority  of  the  War  Department  in  1862. 

The  number,  appearance,  and  bearing  of  officers  and  men  present 
at  inspection  and  of  their  arms  and  accouterments  should  be  ascer- 
tained, and  also  that  all  arms  or  parts  of  arms  and  accouterments  lost 
have  been  properly  accounted  for,  in  accordance  with  General  Orders, 
No.  148,  of  1863,  and  No.  6,  current  series,  from  the  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General's  Office. 

The  inspections  under  arms  completed,  examine  the  police  of  camps, 
quarters,  hospitals,  and  guard-houses ;  the  number  of  prisoners  in  the 
latter,  and  the  nature  of  the  chaises  against  each ;  the  messing  arrange- 
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ments,  and  the  character  and  quantity  of  the  ration  issued.  If  troops 
insiwcted  are  artillery  or  cavalry,  see  that  guns  and  caissons  are  prop- 
erly parked,  ammunition  chests  filled  and  properly  packed,  and  the 
ammunition  dry  and  serviceable;  that  harness  and  horse  equipments 
are  properly  cleansed,  greased,  and  placed  on  racks  raised  from  the 
grouud;  the  number,  character,  and  condition  of  the  gnns,  caissons, 
and  horses,  and  that  the  latter  are  properly  groomed  and  fed  and  never 
used  except  on  public  service;  the  number  of  stables  and  their  loca- 
tion, which  should  be  upon  dry,  sloping  ground  and  well  protected 
from  the  northern  winds.  The  same  examination  should  be  extended 
to  all  army  transportation  as  regards  stabling  and  the  care  bestowed 
npon  animals,  haraess,  and  vehicles. 

The  company,  regimental,  and  brigade  records  should  be  next  exam- 
ined with  reference  to  the  strength,  present  and  absent,  reporting  by 
name  all  officers  and  numerically  all  enlisted  men  improperly  absent 
from  inspection  or  their  commands,  and  f^certaining  if  lists  required 
to  be  furnished  by  General  Orders,  Nos.  125  and  130,  of  1863,  from  the 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  OflQce,  are  regularly  forwarded. 

Observe  the  correspondence  in  number  of  the  rations  drawn  with 
that  of  the  men  entitled  to  draw  actually  present  with  the  command; 
this  correspondence  to  be  verified  by  examination  of  the  brigade 
reports  and  the  abstract  of  issues  made  by  the  brigade  commissary. 

See  that  regimental  returns  and  reports  of  ordnance  are  regularly 
made.  Knowing,  from  inspection,  the  number  of  arms  in  the  hantU 
of  the  men  inspected,  they,  with  those  in  charge  of  the  ordnance  ser- 
geant, and  others  accounted  for  by  certificates  of  boards  of  survey, 
should  cover  the  responsibility  of  regimental  commanders. 

Learn  whether  the  orders  issued  from  the  War  Department  and  the 
different  headquarters  of  the  army  are  duly  promulgated,  understood, 
and  observed  throughout  the  commands  inspected. 

Examine  the  medical  department  with  reference  to  provision  made 
for  the  sick,  their  hospitals,  medical  supplies,  the  sanitary  condition 
of  their  commands,  the  efficiency  and  capability  of  the  medical  offi- 
cers, and  that  all  required  returns  and  reports  are  promptly  rendered. 
The  property  and  money  accounts  of  quartermasters  and  commissaries 
should  next  be  examined,  seeing  that  they  are  correct  and  promptly 
rendered;  that  all  public  property  is  properly  appropriated;  that  for- 
age received  and  issued  is  only  given  to  animals  legitimately  within 
command,  and  subsistence  only  to  troops  actually  present,  and  that 
sales  to  officers  are  limited  to  regulation  allowance— reporting  all 
irregularities  and  inefficiency  or  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  officers 
and  all  employ^,  vehicles,  and  animals  in  excess  over  those  authorized 
in  orders. 

The  ordnance  department  will  be  similarly  examined.  The  em- 
ployes in  all  these  departments  should  be  men  unfit  for  active  duty 
in  the  ranks,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  duties  to  be  performed  will 
permit.  The  number  of  detailed  men  employed  should  be  reduced  to 
the  lowest  limit,  and  all  supernumeraries  and  able-bodied  men  be 
remanded  to  the  ranks. 

Inspectors  will  attend  drills  occasionally,  or  at  stated  times,  and  call 
upon  officers  to  put  their  commands  through  any  movements  within 
its  school.  Lieutenants  should  understand  company,  captains  and 
field  officers  regimental,  and  colonels  brigade  drills,  as  the  casualties 
of  service  frequently  impose  upon  officers  commands  above  the  grades 
which  they  hold. 

Inspectors  will  frequently  ride  through  and  about  the  neighborhood 
of  their  camps,  observe  the  conditions  of  inolosnres,  jffiTate  property. 
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crops,  &c. ;  repress  all  irregularities  or  depredations,  and,  where  com- 
mitted, cause  prompt  indemnity  to  the  injured  and  punishment  of 
offenders.  Aa  troops  habitually  encamp  by  brigades,  and  establish 
guards  for  the  protection  of  all  neighboring  property,  and  the  preser- 
vation of  order  and  discipline  within  their  own  camps,  such  irregu- 
larities amongst  well-organized  and  disciplined  troops  rarely  occur. 

Before  leaving  vacated  camps  inspectors  will  ride  over  the  ground 
encamped  upon  by  the  troops  and  cause  all  property  left  by  them  to 
be  collected  and  placed  in  the  wagons.  The  regimental  quarter- 
master and  ordnance  sergeant  should  be  required  to  do  this  in  each 
regiment.  Do  the  same  with  all  arms,  acoouterments,  or  other  prop- 
erty left  by  stragglers  on  the  line  of  march,  and  if  left  by  those  of  his 
own  command,  bring  offenders  to  trial;  or,  if  not,  turn  property  so  col- 
lected over  to  the  department  to  which  it  pertains.  Arms,  Ac,  thus 
found  will  be  placed  in  any  wagon,  irrespective  of  commands,  most 
easily  reached.  Roll-calls  and  an  examination  of  arms,  which  should 
be  invariably  made  in  every  company  at  the  commencement  and  at 
the  end  of  each  day's  march,  would  measurably  prevent  both  strag- 
gling and  the  loss  of  arms,  and  every  inspector  should  secure  within 
his  command  the  publication  of  an  order  enjoining  this  duty,  and  look 
to  its  strict  observance.  He  will  pass  frequently  along  the  line  of 
inarch,  cause  the  ranks  to  be  kept  properly  closed,  and  all  stragglers, 
whether  of  his  own  or  other  commands,  to  rejoin  their  companies;  or, 
if  this  Is  impracticable,  to  turn  them  over  to  the  nearest  provost  guard, 
to  be  marched  forward  and  returned  at  the  end  of  the  march.  See 
that  the  second  officer  in  rank,  with  one  of  the  medical  officers  of  each 
regiment  or  battalion,  is  in  rear  of  his  command,  to  preserve  order, 
prevent  straggling,  and  to  give  written  authority  to  the  sick  and 
broken  down  to  ride  in  the  wagons  or  ambulances  moving  with  the 
brigade. 

Note  the  names  of  stragglers,  and  those  of  their  regimental  and 
company  commanders,  who  will  be  held  responsible  for  their  neglect 
of  duty  in  permitting  such  irregularity,  and  required  to  give  their 
immediate  attention  to  its  correction.  See  that  staff  ofiBcers  in  charge 
of  trains  or  public  property  are  with  their  respective  trusts,  and  hold 
them  responsible  for  all  irregularities  committed  by  their  employes. 

Preparatory  to  battle  inspectors  will  locate  their  provost  guards  at 
eligible  points  for  arresting  all  str^glers;  acquaint  themselves  with 
the  localities  of  the  ordnance,  supply,  and  ambulance  trains,  and  of 
the  field  hospitals,  the  character  of  the  grounds  in  the  vicinity  of  their 
commands,  front  and  rear,  and  of  all  roads  to  and  from  the  line  of 
battle,  and  connecting  with  the  main  traveled  roads  in  rear;  the  troops 
supporting  both  flanks;  the  iwsition  of  reserves;  the  watchfulness 
oteerved  by  pickets  and  skirmishers  thrown  to  the  front,  and  report 
this,  and  all  other  information,  derived  from  the  examination  of  pris- 
oners or  other  sources,  which  may  prove  important  in  aiding  his  com- 
mander in  the  intelligent  performance  of  his  duties. 

In  the  intervals  of  the  fight,  where  practicable,  he  will  cause  to  be 
collected  all  arms,  accouterments,  or  other  movable  property  left  by 
our  own  men  or  the  enemy,  to  points  in  rear  easily  accessible  for  the 
wf^ns.  They  will  keep  an  account  of  all  captures  made  by  their 
commands,  whether  of  prisoners  or  property,  sending  in  a  tabular 
statement  of  the  same  after  the  battle,  in  order  that  each  command 
may  receive  due  credit  for  its  services;  and  cause  all  property  cap- 
tured or  collected  to  be  turned  over  on  public  account  to  the  officers 
of  the  department  to  which  it  pertains. 
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These  inspections  involve  more  general  duties  than  those  of  an 
army,  in  the  examinations  of  the  varions  public  interests  lo«bted  at 
the  numerous  posts,  depots,  camps  of  instonotion,  or  other  institntionR, 
growing  out  of  the  wants  of  the  different  departments  of  the  GoTem- 
ment.  In  making  them  inspectors  will  give  their  especial  attention 
to  the  following  points: 

The  strength,  efficiency,  and  character  of  the  troops  occupying  the 
different  stations  inspected,  recollecting  the  requirements  of  General 
Orders,  Ko.  26,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraPs  Ofl9.ce,  current  series, 
while  inspecting  detailed  men  and  provost  guards,  the  latter  usually 
composing  the  garrisons  of  all  stations,  other  than  posts  of  a  strictly 
defensive  character. 


The  strength  and  efiKciency  of  the  troops  garrisoning  fortifications; 
the  extent  and  nature  of  the  defensive  works  and  their  armament; 
the  fitness  and  sufliciency  of  the  ammunition  for  the  guns,  and  the 
care  bestowed  upon  its  preservation;  and  that  all  oUier  supplies  nec- 
essary to  the  maintenance  of  a  vigorous  and  efltective  defense  are  on 
hand. 

The  money  and  property  accounts  of  all  disbursing  officers  within 
the  district  inspected;  and  their  prompt  rendition  at  prescribed 
periods,  to  the  chiefs  of  departments  to  which  they  belong. 

That  all  public  property,  wherever  found,  is  properly  cared  for,  and 
in  charge  of  responsible  agents,  and  in  no  instance  misapplied.  | 

That  adequate  storage  is  provided  for  the  protection  of  all  stores 
collected  at  depots,  and  that  the  supplies  received  correspond  with  | 
amounts  invoiced;  or  if  not,  the  measures  adopted  to  correct  the 
deficiency. 

That  rations,  wherever  issued,  correspond  strictly  with  the  number 
of  men  present  and  entitled  to  them;  and  where  this  number  varies 
between  the  regular  periods  of  issue,  that  any  surplus  thereby  accu- 
mulated is  deducted  from  the  next  returns.  That  impressing  ofl&cers, 
where  supplies  are  obtained  by  impressment,  conform  strictly  to  r^u- 
lations  and  orders  governing  this  system. 

The  means  adopted  by  tax  officers  to  collect  the  tax  in  kind,  the 
resources  of  the  country  within  their  respective  districts,  if  faithfully  i 
and  impartially  assessed  and  collected ;  the  amount  of  supplies  col-  ' 
lected  and  remaining  uncollected;  the  facilities  for  their  transporta- 
tion from  points  of  production  to  the  depots,  and  thence  to  points  of 
consumption;  and  the  intelligence,  integrity,  and  energy  of  officers 
and  agents  employed  in  thin  duty. 

The  authority  under  which  detailed  men  are  acting  in  the  different 
departoients  in  the  employment  of  Government  contrtu^tors,  and  that 
they  are  reduced  to  the  lowest  number  which  will  accomplish  the  [ 
work  to  be  performed.    All  supernumeraries  to  be  reported,  in  order  ; 
tliat  they  may  be  remanded  to  their  commands. 

The  arrangements  adopted  at  camps  of  instruction  for  the  accom-  ' 
modation  and  instruction  of  conscripts,  and  for  their  examination,  ' 
distribution  to  commands,  and  exemptions ;  and  the  number  received, 
assigned  to  duty,  or  exempted  within  the  year. 

The  records  at  conscript  agencies ;  that  they  show  thorough  enroll- 
ments, collection  and  examination  of  all  persons  of  conscript  age 
within  each  district;  that  the  examinations  by  the  medical  boanls  are  , 
strict  and  impartial,  and  where  giving  exemptions  on  account  of  phys- 
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ical  disability,  that  they  act  strictly  in  compliance  with  regulations 
and  the  true  interests  of  the  service. 

The  energy  with  which  conscript  officers  apprehend  and  retnm  to 
their  commands  all  deserters,  and  officers  and  men  improperly  absent; 
and  their  strictness  in  enforcing  the  orders  relating  to  sick,  fnr^ 
loughed,  or  retired  officei^  and  men  within  their  districts. 

That  rasters  are  kept  at  each  agency  of  all  men  of  conscript  age; 
and  of  all  exempted,  detailed,  fnrlonghed,  or  retired  officers  and  men 
within  tJieir  districts,  and  the  authority  auder  which  each  is  acting. 

The  management  of  hospitals,  the  nnmber  of  invalids  they  receive, 
return  restored  to  their  commands,  transfer  to  other  hospitals,  or  who 
have  died  within  them  during  the  month  preceding  inspection.  The 
nnmber  and  efficiency  of  officers  and  men  employed  at  each,  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  supplies,  and  that  no  rations  other  than  those 
issued  to  men  in  the  field  are  allowed  within  the  hospitals,  except  to 
the  sick,  for  whose  use  alone  all  extra  supplies  are  designed. 

At  depots  in  rear  of  the  armies,  adjuncts  thereof,  and  at  which  all 
surplus  supplies  are  accumulated,  shops  for  repairs  are  established, 
and  to  which  unserviceable  animals  are  sent  backtorecmit;  examine 
the  different  departments,  and  the  efficacy  of  measures  adopted  \^ 
each  to  carry  out  these  various  objects. 

To  perform  efficiently  their  duties  inspectors  will  acquaint  them- 
selves with  the  regulations  and  orders  govemiz^  all  branches  of  the 
service,  issued  from  the  War  Department,  or  the  headquarters  of  tlie 
army  with  which  they  are  serving.  This  knowledge  is  indispensable, 
as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  inspector  to  see  that  all  orders  ai*e  understood 
and  obeyed  by  the  command  with  which  he  is  serving,  or  which  he  is 
inspecting.  Army  Regulations,  and  Tactics  of  different  arms  of  the 
service,  and  General  Orders  from  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gtenerars 
Office  up  to  the  close  of  each  year,  can  be  purchased  at  the  book- 
stores. Within  the  year  the  orders  are  so  distributed  throughout  all 
the  armies  as  to  be  accessible  to  alL  The  regulations  of  the  different 
departments  are  usually  to  be  found  in  the  hands  of  their  officers  in 
each  brigade. 

Inspections  are  intended  to  secure  greater  efficiency  throughout  the 
service,  in  procnrhig  the  strict  observance  of  orders,  the  correction 
of  abuses,  and  in  bnnging  to  the  notice  of  tiie  authorities  the  merits 
and  demerits  of  all  military  officers  and  oi^anizations;  and  such  other 
information  as  will  acquaint  them  with  the  condition  of  the  different 
commands,  and  enable  them  to  act  advisedly  in  making  any  changes 
necessary  for  the  advancement  of  the  public  interests. 

Inspector,  while  critically  inspecting  each  command  with  a  view 
to  full  information  respecting  its  condition,  should  be  exceedingly 
cautious  in  forming  their  opinions,  which  shonld  be  based  upon  relia- 
ble facts  and  personal  observation.  They  will  look  only  to  the  public 
interest  in  making  their  reports.  Patience,  courtesy,  and  firmness 
should  characterize  their  performance  of  duty  in  every  position,  with 
a  strict  avoidance  of  all  action  approaching  a  ''detective"  character. 
While  their  reports  are  to  be  strictly  confidential,  except  in  so  far  as 
the  authoritira  to  whom  they  are  made  may  deem  it  expedient  to 
disclose  them,  all  inspections  and  the  relations  between  the  inspector 
and  the  inspected  must  be  perfectly  ingenuous,  impartial,  and  sol- 
dierly. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
AelijtUarU  and  InspecUyr  General. 
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CONITEDERATB  STATES  OF  AUBRICA,  WAB  DBPABTMBNT, 

Bichmondf  Fa.,  June  4»  1864* 

Hon.  C.  G.  Mbmminosr, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant. 
Withoat  further  legislation  allowing  the  tender  of  certificates  of 
indebtedness  on  impressment,  it  is  vain  to  expect  their  use  to  any 
considerable  extent,  as  they  will  not,  in  despite  all  explanations 
and  efforts  on  the  part  of  officers,  be  voluntarily  received.  Besides, 
'  considerable  amounts  in  currency  are  absolutely  necessary  to  pay 
employ^  of  the  Government,  of  the  railroads,  and  of  contractors.  I 
trust  every  effort  will  be  made  at  once  to  raise  money  by  the  sale  on 
hypothecation  of  bonds  or  by  the  negotiation  of  a  loan.  Otherwise 
I  fear  the  machinery  of  Government  will  stop. 
Very  reepectf  ally,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


CONTEDERATE  STATES  OF  AHEBICA,  WaB  DEPARTMENT, 

Bichmondt  Va.,  Jv/ne  4,  IS64. 

Governor  T.  H.  Watts, 

Montgomery^  Ala.: 

Your  letter  of  April  27  addressed  to  the  President  was  referred  to 
me  with  the  indorsement  that  "in  this  case  as  stated  it  would  seem 
proper  to  receive  the  companies  as  organized  either  in  the  reserve  or 
active  force."  In  accordance  with  this  instroction  I  directed  the 
Adjutant-General  to  order  the  organization  to  be  retained  and  con- 
sidered part  of  the  reserved  forces.  A  letter  was  by  him  addressed 
to  General  Withers  to  that  effect  and  a  copy  of  it  sent  to  you.  I  have 
received  no  letter  from  yon  addressed  to  me  on  this  subject. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[June  4,  1S64. — For  Johnston  to  Brown,  with  reference  to  3,000 
Georgia  State  troops  placed  at  disposal  of  former,  see  Series  I,  VoL 
XXXVm.  Part  IV,  p.  758.] 


Richmond,  June  ff,  I864, 
The  Senate  of  the  Confederate  States: 

I  regret  that  a  sense  of  duty  compels  me  to  return  to  the  Senate 
without  my  signature  a  joint  resolution  which  originated  in  your  hon- 
orable body  entitled  "Joint  resolution  in  regard  to  the  exemption  of 
editors  and  employes  of  newspapers." 

The  terms  of  this  resolution  extend  to  editors  of  magazines  and 
periodicals  other  than  newspapers,  together  with  their  employ^  the 
same  exemption  from  military  service  as  is  now  accorded  in  favor  of 
newspapers 

I  see  no  reason  for  exempting  these  citizens  from  the  duty  of  de- 
fending their  country  which  would  not  apply  to  alt  authors,  pub- 
lishers, booksellers,  printers,  and  other  persons  connected  with  the 
publication  of  books,  pwnpfadete,  religious  tracto,  and  other  reading- 
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matter.  At  a  moment  when  our  lives,  our  liberty,  and  onr  Independ- 
ence are  threatened  by  the  ntmost  power  of  onr  enemies,  when  every 
citizen  capable  of  bearing  arms  ought  to  be  found  in  the  ranks,  I  can- 
not but  deem  it  impolitic  to  add  to  the  list  of  exemptions  without  the 
most  urgent  necessity.  Seeing  no  such  necessity,  and  believing  the 
precedent  set  by  this  resolution,  if  passed,  to  be  productive  of  evil 
effect,  I  am  (unstrained  to  return  it  without  my  approval. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

[iBfllMim.] 

JOINT  RESOLUTION  in  regard  to  the  exemption  of  editors  and  employ^  of 

newspapers. 

Resolved  hy  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  That 
so  much  of  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  organize 
forces  to  serve  during  the  war,"  approved  I7th  of  February,  1864,  as 
exempt,s  from  military  service  one  editor  for  each  newspaper  being 
published  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  such  employes  as 
Raid  editor  may  certify  on  oath  to  be  indispensable  to  the  publication 
thereof,  shall  be  understood  to  include  magazines  and  other  period- 
icals published  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  said  act 

TH.  S.  BOCOCK, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

R.  M.  T.  HUNTER, 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate. 


Special  Ordbks,  )         Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  131.        J  Richmond,  June  6,  186^. 

«*«*«** 

X.  The  chiefs  of  the  military  bureaus  in  Richmond  will  render 
monthly  returns  to  this  office  on  the  last  day  of  each  month,  setting 
forth  the  names  and  rank  of  the  officers  of  their  respective  corps 
and  their  particular  assi^^iments  and  duties. 

*•**••• 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  A^utant-Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Georgia  Reserves, 

Macon,  Oa.,  June  6,  I864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richinond,  Va.: 
General:  Your  telegram  of  the  5th  instant  and  your  letter  of  the 
27th  ultimo,  inclosing  General  Bragg's  letter  of  the  2(ith  ultimo,  just 
received,  and  I  reply  to  both  in  this  letter  as  the  subject  is  the  same. 
I  fear  that  the  Department  will  feel  a  disappointment  when  the 
strength  of  the  Georgia  Reserve  is  made  known  to  it,  though  I  have 
endeavored  to  prepare  you  for  it  in  my  previous  communications. 
Governor  Brown  by  his  false  certificate  "that  all  the  military  and 
civil  officers  of  Georgia  are  necessary  for  the  proper  administration 
of  the  State  government,"  as  well  as  by  his  mustering  into  State 
service  men  afterward  detailed  as  operatiTes  in  factories,  Ac,  haa 
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made  such  inroads  npon  the  material  out  of  which  the  reserve  force 
was  to  be  oi^anized,  that  its  strength  will  fall  far  below  what  was 
anticipated  at  the  time  the  law  was  passed  for  its  oi^anization.  Some 
idea  may  be  formed  of  the  effect  of  Governor  Brown's  exemption  cer- 
tificate when  I  inform  you  that  he  claims  now  to  have  over  5,000  men 
in  his  militia  force  at  Atlanta,  most  of  whom  would  belong  to  the 
Beserves  if  they  had  not  been  withheld  by  the  certificate  to  which  I 
have  referred.  The  fact  that  they  are  now  brought  into  the  senice 
is  satisfactory  evidence  that  they  are  not  necessary  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  State  government,  as  claimed  by  Governor  Brown. 
Another  difficulty  I  have  had  to  encounter  is  the  number  of  men 
exempted  by  the  local  boards  for  agricultural  and  other  necessary 
purposes.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  improper  exemptions  have 
been  made,  still  it  has  greatly  diminished  the  material  left  after 
Governor  Brown's  sweeping  exemption. 

I  have  organized  four  regiments  who  are  now  at  Andersonville. 
The  fifth  will  be  organized  here  this  week,  and  is  required  here  to 
guard  the  prison  camp  and  the  public  works  at  this  place.  A  bat>- 
telion  of  six  companies  (Girardey's  from  Augusta)  is  here,  except  two 
companies  temporarily  doing  dnty  at  Aogusta,  and  I  am  irnhkiog 
arrangements  to  increase  it  to  a  regiment,  which  I  hope  to  accom- 
plish  in  a  few  weeks. 

There  are  at  Savannah  six  oi^nized  companies,  and  airangements 
in  progress  for  four  other  companies  to  complete  the  r^meut.  At 
Augusta  the  oi^anization  of  Reserves  has  been  somewhat  delayed  by 
the  existence  of  local  companies,  which  I  am  now  converting  into 
regular  reserves,  and  from  the  best  information  I  can  obtain  I  should 
say  that  a  battalion,  perhaps  a  regiment,  may  be  formed  there.  At 
Atlanta  and  other  points  reserves  are  still  reporting,  and  other  com- 
panies and  regiments  will  be  organized  as  rapidly  as  possible.  My 
present  calculation  is  that  there  will  be  at  least  eight  fall  regiments 
of  reserves  for  the  State.  In  addition  to  these  I  have  taken  steps  for 
the  more  perfect  organization  into  companies  and  battalions,  for 
strictly  local  defense,  of  all  men  who  are  detailed  or  otberwiae 
employed  in  the  public  workshops  and  fibotories,  Ac.,  at  Savannah, 
Au^ista,  Atlanta,  Colnmbns,  Hacon,  and  Athens.  These  oigani- 
zations  I  pronose  to  keep  separate  and  distinct  from  the  State  Reserves, 
but  I  shall  nave  at  each  of  the  points  a  pretty  efFective  force  for 
strictly  local  defense.  As  soon  as  the  muster-rolls  are  sent  to  me  I 
will  have  them  forwarded,  that  you  may  be  informed  of  the  extent  of 
the  organizations. 

I  have  not  forwarded  to  you  the  muster-rolls  of  the  regiments  which 
have  been  formed,  because  they  have  not  yet  been  properly  prepared. 
I  have  had  to  deal  with  men  who  were  wholly  uninformed,  and  it  has 
been  difficult  to  get  them  to  comply  with  the  regulations.  A  more 
serious  difficulty  has  occurred  from  the  fact  that  the  pressure  npon 
me  for  troops  to  relieve  the  old  regiments  at  Andersonville  made  it 
necessary  for  me  to  organize  with  less  than  the  minimum  numbei  into 
some  of  the  companies.  These  I  have  been  filling  up  preparatory  to 
sending  forward  the  muster-rolla. 

I  have  endeavored  to  state  as  clearly  as  possible  the  facts  connected 
with  the  reserve  force,  that  you  may  have  a  tolerably  correct  idea  of 
its  strength,  and  will  place  before  you  as  soon  as  possible  a  more  full 
report,  accompanied  by  the  muster-rolls. 

The  letter  of  General  Bragg  seems  to  indicate  the  points  at  which 
the  different  regiments  are  to  be  stationed.   If  this  is  to  be  regwded 
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as  a  direction  you  will  observe  it  changes  the  whole  disposition  of  the 
force,  except  that  it  leaves  three  regiments  at  Anderson vi  He,  whereaa 
there  are  now  four,  and  that  number  is  not  considered  too  many. 
He  alRO  requires  five  regiments  at  Atlanta.  These  are  not  required 
there  now,  as  Governor  Brown's  whole  force  of  6,000  men  is  at  that 
place ;  besides,  I  have  not  as  many  regiments  as  he  assigns  to  different 
places.    I  await  your  instructions  in  these  matters. 

Allow  me  to  say  that  since  Colonel  Browne  has  taken  chaise  of  the 
conscript  office  here  he  has  extended  to  me  not  only  cordial  but 
efficient  aid,  and  by  the  system  which  be  has  adopted  I  have  no 
doubt  our  united  efforts  tIU  bring  into  the  service  all  who  are  liable 
to  this  duty,  and  that  in  a  very  short  time. 

I  should  have  stated  in  the  proper  place  that  the  companies  below 
the  minimum  number  were  in  GartrelVs  regiments  and  did  not  pass 
tfarongh  the  conscript  office,  but  were  put  on  duty  by  me  in  the 
emei^ency  mentioned. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Mc^or-Oeneral,  &c. 


Richmond,  June  7,  2864. 
The  Senate  of  the  Confedebate  States  of  America: 

A  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate  entitled  *'An  act  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  additional  officers  of  artillery  for  ordnance  duties" 
has  heen  presented  for  my  signature,  but  it  contains  a  provision 
founded  on  an  error  of  fact  which  compels  me  to  return  it  without 
approval,  that  the  error  may  be  corrected. 

The  bill  contains  the  following  proviso:  ''Provided,  That  acting 
ordnance  officers  having  been  found  duly  qualified  for  appointment 
according  to  the  regulations  of  the  War  Department,  and  being 
already  on  duty  in  the  field  under  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
shall  have  preference  of  appointment  under  this  act."  There  are  no 
acting  ordnance  officers  on  duty  in  the  field,  and  I  learn  on  inquiry 
that  the  persons  so  designated  are  in  reality  merely  employ^  of  the 
Ordnance  Bnrean  for  the  performance  of  ordnance  duties  in  the  field 
in  the  absence  of  legislation  authorizing  the  appointment  of  officers. 
This  proviso,  therefore,  has  the  effect,  under  an  error  of  fact  apparent 
in  its  terms,  of  restricting  the  Executive  in  the  choice  of  persons  to 
fill  the  offices  created  by  the  bill  to  a  list  of  employ^  selected  by  a 
chief  of  bureau,  which  is  plainly  not  in  accordance  with  the  expressed 
intention  of  Congress,  nor  with  the  terms  of  the  Constitution. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

IltMlaniE*.] 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  additional  oflBcers  of  artillery  for 

ordnance  daties. 

The  Congress  of  ihe  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enacts 
That  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
may  appoint  fifty  officers  of  artillery  in  the  Provisional  Army  for  the 
pei^ormance  of  ordnance  duties  in  addition  to  those  authorized  by 
the  act  entitled  "Au  act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  officers  of 
artillery  in  the  Provisional  Army,"  approved  April  21,  1862,  and  "An 
aet  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  additional  officers  of  artillery  for 
ordnance  duties,"  approved  September  16, 1862,  and  that  the  rank  of 
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Bald  officers  shall  be  as  provided  in  said  last-nam*^  act:  Providedt 
That  acting  ordnance  officers  having  been  found  duly  qualified  for 
appointment  according  to  the  regulations  of  the  War  Department, 
and  being  already  on  duty  in  the  field  under  the  orders  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  shall  have  preference  of  appointment  under  this  act. 

TH.  S.  BOCOCK, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
R,  M.  T,  HUNTER, 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Smaie. 


Headquarters  Georgia  Reserves, 

Macoriy  Ga.,  June  7,  J864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspects  Oenerdit  Richmond,  Va.: 

General:  On  the  281^  of  April  last  I  indorsed  to  you  a  copy  of  a 
letter  I  had  addressed  to  Governor  Brown  on  the  subject  of  his 
sweeping  exemption  of  State  officers,  both  civil  and  military.  I  now 
forward  to  you  copies  of  his  reply  and  the  subsequent  correspondence.  • 

There  is  but  one  fact  in  this  correspondence  worthy  of  your  consid- 
eration. You  will  observe  that  Governor  Brown  r^ards  the  act  of 
Congress  on  the  subject  of  exempting  State  officers  "  necessary  for 
the  proper  administration  of  the  State  government"  as  a  nullity;  and 
his  certificate  given  in  response  to  the  requirements  of  that  act  was  a 
mere  pretense,  which  he  does  not  and  will  not  deny  was  wholly 
untrue. 

His  excuse  for  this  false  certificate  you  will  find  to  be  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  which,  it  seems,  he  thinks  justifies  him 
in  making  a  certificate  which  was  manifestly  untrue. 
I  am,  general,  veiy  respectful,  yours,  &c., 

HOWELL  COBB, 
Mc^OT'Qenercdf  Com-manding,  t&c 


Executive  Department, 
Montgomeryy  Ala.,  June  7,  I864. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
The  enrolling  officer,  Colonel  Browne,  of  Macon,  Ga.,  has  enrolled 
several  of  the  hands  of  the  Shakanoosa  Arms  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, at  Dawson,  Ga.,  and  threatens  to  take  many  more,  thus  in 
effect  destroying  an  establishment  with  which  Alabama  has  a  contract 
for  a  supply  of  arms.  This  establishment  is  of  common  and  great 
utility  to  the  Confederate  States  and  the  States  of  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama. Arms  are  a  necessity,  and  Alabama  has  a  very  inadequate 
supply.  I  request,  therefore,  that  no  further  conscription  from  that 
factory  be  made,  or  that  of  those  making  [arms?]  such  may  be  re- 
turned or  detailed  as  may  under  oath  by  the  superintendent  be 
deemed  necessary  to  the  successful  working  of  the  establishment. 

T.  H.  WATTS, 

Governor. 


*See  Brown  to  Cobb,  Hay  5,  p.  381 ;  Cobb  to  Brown,  May  12,  p.  417 ;  Brown  to 
Cobb,  Hay  SO,  p.  4S1 ;  Cobb  to  Brown,  Hay  28,  p.  442 ;  Brown  to  Cobb,  May  3D, 
p.  466. 
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Richmond,  Va.,  June  7, 186J^. 

Hon.  CuFFOKD  Anderson, 

Member  of  Congress  from  Georgia  : 
My  Deak  Sir:  I  have  just  received  the  report  in  the  case  of  Maj. 
C.  J.  Harris,  for  which  I  have  informed  yon  I  had  called  on  the  War 
Department.    It  is  ae  follows: 

Charles  J.  Harris  was  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  a  major  for  con- 
script inty  in  (Georgia,  bat  as  he  was  not  appointed  to  the  actual  command  of  a 
camp  ot  instruction  the  President  declined  to  nominate,  and  accordingly  at  the 
end  of  the  session  (February  17  last)  he  was  notified  that  ha  was  dropped  because 
not  oonfiimed.  He  has  heea  notiflea  of  the  cause  and  facts  of  the  case. 

ED.  A.  PALFREY, 
Cclonel  and  Assistant  Adyu^nt-Qeneral. 

By  reference  to  the  law  you  will  perceive  that  the  appointment  was 
nnanthorized,  and  therefore,  when  the  case  came  before  me,  I  decided 
against  it  and  declined  to  nominate.  There  is,  and  has  long  been,  a 
neoensity  for  other  officers  than  those  allowed  by  the  law.  The  com- 
mandant of  a  camp  cannot  perform  all  the  duties  required  by  the  act 
for  a  general  enrollment,  bnt  in  the  absence  of  legislation  for  other 
o£Bcers  the  course  pursued  in  this  case  was  the  only  one  which  I 
could  adopt. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Ck)NrEDBRATB  STATES  OF  AUERICA,  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  8,  186 J^. 
The  Commissary-General  is  authorized  to  purchase  the  paper  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States  for  the  use  of  his  office  as  occasion  may 
require. 

By  order  of  Secretary  of  War: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  June  8y  I864. 

Governor  T.  H.  Watts, 

Montgomery y  Ala.: 

Yoor  telegram  submitted  to  General  Cobb,  who  has  charge  of  the 
subject,  and  to  whose  discretion  it  has  been  committed. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Riehrmynd,  Va.,  June  8,  I864. 

General  Howell  Cobb, 

Macon,  €h,.: 

Following  telegram  just  received.*  Matter  submitted  to  yonr  dis- 
cretion. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

*See  Watts  to  Seddon,  June  7,  p.  476. 


Digitized  by 


478 


GOBBBSFONDENCS,  ETC. 


Macon»  June  9,  I864. 

James  A.  Sbddon: 

Yours,  forwarding  tiovemor  "Watts'  dispatch,  received.  Colonel 
-Browne  will  recommend  detail  of  all  the  operatives  at  Dawson  except 
those  whose  work  can  be  done  by  negro  laborers.  I  approve  his 
decision  and  will  communicate  to  Governor  Watte. 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Mc^or-QeneraL 


GONFEDEBATB  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WaB  DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  9,  1864- 

Major-General  Cobb, 

Macon,  Oa.: 

Your  letter  of  3l8t  of  May  received.  The  Department  was  misin- 
formed as  to  the  condition  of  Howard's  battalion.  Your  report  satis- 
factory and  action  approved. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 


Oppice  op  Mississippi  Central  Railroad  Company, 

Grenada,  June  9,  I864. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  D.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army: 

Dear  Sir:  I  find  it  almost  imx>ossible  to  keep  this  road  in  safe  run- 
nin<;  order  for  want  of  shovels,  axes,  and  some  framing  tools.  The 
recent  heavy  rains  north  of  this  place  has  covered  the  track  with  sand 
in  some  places  to  the  depth  of  two  feet,  and  I  can  with  difficulty  obtain 
shovels  to  supply  the  few  hands  I  have  in  removing  it.  I  am  com- 
pelled, therefore,  to  ask  again  for  permission  to  send  out  a  few  bales 
of  cotton  to  obtain  railroad  supplies.  Twenty-five  bales  would  pur- 
chase all  I  could  hope  to  get  out.  Cotton  is  sent  toward  Memphis 
almost  daily,  and  for  every  purpose  you  can  imagine,  yet  I  will  not 
move  a  bale  except  by  authority.  I  need  labor  on  the  road  north  of 
this  place,  and  am  willing  to  pay  for  it.  I  want  twenty  hands  for  two 
or  three  months.  After  the  press- of  the  farmers  is  over  would  you 
impress  them  for  me,  we  paying  them  ?  I  cannot  hire  them.  This  I 
have  tried  in  vain  to  do.  This  road  may  or  may  not  be  of  any  benefit 
to  the  Government.  This  you  must  determine.  If  it  is  or  is  to  be,  I 
must  have  labor  to  repair  it  and  tools  for  them  to  work  with. 
Yours,  respectrally, 

W.  GOODMAN, 

Presidenl. 


AN  ACT  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the  tax  in  kind. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enacts  That 
the  act  approved  seventeenth  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
four,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *An  act  to  lay  taxes 
for  the  common  defense  and  carry  on  the  Government  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,'  approved  April  twenty-fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty-three,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  amended  as  follows:  After 
the  word  "wool"  in  the  first  proviso  of  the  fourth  paragraph  of  sec- 
tion ten,  the  words  "  in  the  aggregate,"  shall  be  inserted;  and  in  tiie 
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same  article  and  section,  the  word  eight"  shall  1)e  substituted  for 
the  word  "five,"  so  as  to  read:  Provided,  That  post  quartermasters 
shall  direct  such  delivery  to  be  made  at  any  time  within  eight  months 
after  the  date  of  said  estimates,  Ac. 

Sec.  2.  In  all  cases  where  crops,  subject  to  a  tax  in  kind,  have  been, 
or  may  be  destroyed,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  Are  or  any  other  accidental 
cause,  or  by  the  enemy,  if  before  assessment,  the  assessor  shall  regard 
the  part  of  the  crop  not  destroyed  as  all  tliat  was  produced  by  the 
owner;  if  after  assossment,  and  the  destracUon  be  satisfactorily 
proven,  the  post  guartermaster  shall  also  regard  the  portion  of  the 
crop  not  destroyed  as  all  that  was  produced,  and  the  proof  relieving 
the  producer  shall  entitle  the  quartermaster  to  a  credit  on  his  return 
for  the  property  thus  lost. 

Sec.  3.  In  cases  where  the  quantity  of  com  reserved  from  the  tax 
in  kind  is  not  sufficient  to  supply  the  actual  wants  of  the  producer, 
without  any  default  on  his  part,  upon  satisfactory  evident^  of  the 
fact,  the  Secretary  of  War  is  authorized  to  allow  the  money  value  to 
be  paid  for  the  tithe  to  the  extent  thus  required. 

Sec.  4.  The  law  imposing  a  tax  upon  the  assessed  value  of  property 
shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  impose  a  tax  upon  the  pn^ucts  of 
gardens  intended  for  the  use  of  the  family  of  the  owner,  nor  upon 
fruit  raised  for  domestic  use  and  not  for  sale. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  account  of  slaughtered  hogs  required  by  the  first 
section  of  said  act  shall  be  rendered  on  or  about  the  first  day  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixl^-five  and  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-six, 
for  each  year  preceding  said  date. 

Approved  June  10,  1864. 


AN  ACT  to  raise  money  to  increase  the  pay  of  scddiers. 

Hie  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  Thrtt 
upon  all  subjects  of  taxation  under  existing  tax  laws,  there  shall  be 
assessed  and  levied  a  tax  equal  to  one-fifth  of  the  amount  of  the 
present  tax  on  the  same  subjects  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty-four,  which  tax  shall  be  payable  only  in  Confederate  Treasury 
notes  of  the  new  issue,  and  shall  be  collected  at  the  same  times  with 
the  other  taxes  on  the  sune  subjects,  under  the  laws  now  in  force. 

Sec.  2.  The  money  arising  from  the  tax  hereby  imposed  shall  be 
appropriated,  first,  to  the  payment  of  the  increased  compensation  of 
the  soldiers  under  the  act  passed  at  the  present  session. 

Approved  June  10,  1864. 


AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  QoTenunent  of  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America,  from  July  1  to  Decembnr  81, 1864,  and  to  sapply  a 
deficiency. 

The  Congress  of  ike  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That 
the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Government,  from  July  first  to  December  thirty-ftrat, 
^ghteen  hundred  and  sixty-four: 

«  •*««•* 
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War  Department. — For  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  Ww, 
Assistant  Secreta^,  chief  of  bureau,  clerks,  messengers,  and  others 
employed  in  the  War  Department,  two  hundred  and  five  thousuid 

dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  War  Department, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  salary  of  Commissioner,  chief  clerk,  and  incidental  expenses  of 
Indian  Bureau,  nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraVs 
Department,  twenty-flve  thousand  dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Army,  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

Quartermaster's  Department.— For  pay  of  the  Army,  serenty- 
four  million  two  hundred  luid  forty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
flfty-one  dollars. 

For  disbursements  for  the  public  service  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  million  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  and  forty-nine  dollars. 

Commissary  Department. — For  the  purchase  of  subsistence  stores 
and  commissary  property,  in  addition  to  the  unexpended  baUnoe  of 
the  last  appropriation,  one  hundred  million  dollars. 

So  much  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Quartermaster  and  the  Com- 
missary Departments  as  may  be  necessary  may  be  transferred  from 
one  to  the  other  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  for  supplies  impreased  or  purchased  according  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  service. 

Ordnance  Depastment. — For  the  ordnance  service  in  all  its 
branches,  twenty-five  million  dollars. 

For  the  niter  and  mining  service,  four  million  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

ENomEBB  Dbpabthbnt. — For  the  engineer  service,  ten  million 
dollars. 

Medical  Dbfartment. — For  pay  of  ph^icians  employed  by  con- 
tract, two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  of  nurses  and  cooks,  not  enlisted  as  volunteers,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  of  hospital  laundreeses,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  medical  and  hospital  supplies,  fourteen  million 
eight  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  establishment  and  support  of  military  hospitals,  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  of  hospital  stewards,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  of  matrons,  assistant  matrons,  and  wfu^  matrons,  three 
hundr^  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  of  ward-masters,  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
•  *  •  •  *  •  • 

Sec.  2.  That  no  appropriation  made  under  this  act  shall  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  until  all  unexpended  balances  standing  to  the 
credit  of  the  Department  for  which  the  appropriation  herein  made 
shall  have  been  exhausted. 

Approved  June  13,  1864. 
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General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  52.         f  Bichmondy  June  13,  186^. 

I.  The  following  acts  of  Congress  are  published  for  the  information 
of  the  Army: 

AN  ACT  tOMneod  tbeurtApproredFebnunr  MT«DteeDtli.  eighteen  bnndredMidelzty.ftoar.enUtled 
"An  Mt  to  aUow  eonuniemaed  oJBoen  of  toe  Army  ntloiu.  and  the  privilege  of  pnrchMing  cloth- 
ing from  the  Qturtemuuter's  Department." 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  all  commis- 
sioned ofScars  in  the  Army  and  Navy  shall  be  entitled  to  one  ration,  and  all  com- 
missioned officers  in  tiie  niud  and  afloat,  in  addition  thereto,  shall  be  allowed  to 
purchase  f  hmd  any  commissary  or  other  officer  required  to  issne  -sabsistence  to 
soldiers,  marines,  or  seamen,  at  the  prime  cost  thereof,  inclading  transportation, 
as  follows:  One  ration  each  for  officers  of  and  below  the  rank  of  colonel,  two 
rations  each  for  officers  of  the  rank  of  brieadier-general,  major-general,  and 
Uentenant-general ;  and  three  rations  each  for  a  general ;  one  ration  each  for 
commissioiied  officers  of  the  Navy  of  and  below  the  rank  of  commander,  and 
two  rations  each  for  officers  above  that  rank. 

Sec.  2.  That  an  officer  shall  not  draw  or  purchase,  at  any  time,  more  of  the 
ccnnponentpart  of  a  ration  than  is  issued  to  tbe  private  soldier  at  the  same  time. 

Sec.  8.  Tnat  nothing  contained  in  this  act  or  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amend- 
ment, shall  be  constrned  as  allowing  commutation  for  rations  or  as  aulhoriziiig 
an  officer  to  receive  or  purchase  rations,  except  when  he  requires  thorn  for  ms 
own  use. 

Sec.  4.  That  this  act  shall  continue  in  force  only  during  the  war. 
Approved  Jane  7, 1864. 

IX.  AM  ACT  toproTld«trui8pOTtaUoiiln  klndincertalDcMeB  toMemberBBadDftlegntesIn  Congreaa. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  efiact.  That  whenever 
the  usually  traveled  routes  between  the  homes  of  members  of  Congress  and  the 
Capital  are  interfered  with  by  the  enemy,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  military  com- 
manders to  facilitate  the  passage  of  Members  and  Delegates  going  to  or  returning 
from  Congress,  by  furnishing  transportation  in  kind  for  any  distances  over  which 
they  may  state  in  writing  they  cannot  provide  themselves  with  transportation ; 
ana  such  written  application,  indorsed  "furnished,"  by  the  party  receiving  the 
transportation,  shall  be  accepted  as  a  sufflci^t  voucher  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
ofScer  in  f nmishinfl:  the  same. 

Approved  June  8, 1864. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral. 


AN  ACT  to  authorise  the  manufacture  of  spirituous  liquors  for  the  use  of  the 

Army  and  hospitals. 

ITie  Congress  of  the  Confederaie  States  of  America  do  enacts  That 
it  shall  be  lawful  f  orthe  Surgeon-General  or  the  Commissary-General  to 
make  all  necessary  contracts  for  the  manufacture  and  distillation  of 
whisky,  brandy,  and  other  alcoholic  and  spirituous  liquors  for  the 
supply  of  the  Army  and  hospitals  upon  such  terms  as  may  be  con- 
ducive to  the  public  interest;  and  that  the  said  contracts  and  any 
heretofore  made  shall  operate  as  a  license  to  the  contractor  to  manu- 
facture the  same  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Surgeon-General  and  the  Commissary-General  shall 
be  authorized  to  establish  manufactories  or  distilleries  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  the  supplies  aforesaid,  and  to  employ  laborers  in  the 
same,  inst^d  of  resorting  to  contracts,  if  they  shall  deem  it  more 
prudent  to  do  so. 
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Sec.  3.  That  no  contractor  or  party  shall,  under  the  license  granted  ' 
by  this  act,  distill  or  make  more  alcohol,  whisky,  brandy  or  other 
alcoholic  or  spirituous  liquors  than  he  shall  deliver  to  the  Govern-  j 
ment  or  its  agents  in  fulfillment  of  his  contract  or  contracts;  nor  shall  | 
it  be  lawful  for  any  such  contractor  to  sell,  or  in  any  way  dispose  of, 
otherwise  than  as  said  contract  or  contracts  may  require,  any  alcohol, 
whisky,  brandy,  or  other  alcoholic  or  spirituous  liquors  manufactured 
by  him  under  the  license  aforesaid;  nor  shall  this  act  operate  as  a  ' 
license  to  any  contractor  for  any  violation  of  the  prohibitions  herein 
contained,  when  such  violation  shall  be  a  crime  or  misdemeanor  under 
the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  the  same  may  joccur. 

Approved  June  14,  1864. 


AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  rednce  the  cnrrency  and  to 
authorize  a  new  issae  of  notes  and  bonds,"  approved  Febmary  seventeenth, 
e^hteen  hundred  and  sizty-fonr. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enacly  That 
instead  of  six  i>er  cent,  bonds,  authorized  to  be  issued  to  the  States, 
under  the  twelfth  section  of  the  said  act,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury is  authorized  and  required  to  issue  to  any  State  which  may  desire 
the  same,  one-half  of  such  amount  as  the  said  State  is  entitled  to  claim 
in  Treasnry  notes  of  the  new  issue,  and  the  other  half  in  said  six  per 
cent,  bonds;  or,  at  the  option  of  the  State  in  coupon  bonds,  payable 
in  twenty  years,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum, 
payable  half  yearly;  the  said  four  per  cent,  bonds  not  to  be  taxable 
either  upon  prin<;ipal  or  interest;  and  this  provision  shall  extend  to 
any  portion  of  the  amount  which  such  State  may  be  entitled  to  claim. 

Approved  June  14,  1864. 


AN  ACT  fnrther  to  amend  "An  act  to  rednce  the  cnrrency  and  to  authorize  a 
new  issue  of  bonds  and  notes,"  approved  February  seventeenth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixty-four. 

The  Congress  of  (he  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enatd.  That 
the  above-recited  act  be  further  amended,  so  as  to  allow  States  which 
have  funded  the  Treasury  notes  of  the  old  issae  held  by  them  under 

the  provisions  of  the  "Act  to  reduce  the  currency  and  to  authorize 
a  new  issue  of  notes  and  bonds,"  approved  February  seventeenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  to  exchange  the  certificates  or  bonds 
so  received  for  the  new  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  in  the  same  propor- 
tion, and  on  the  same  conditions  as  provided  in  said  act,  and  the  act 
amendatory  thereof,  authorizing  the  exchange  of  old  notes  held  by 
the  States  for  notes  of  the  new  issue. 


The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enacty  That 
the  first,  second  and  third  sections  of  the  *'Act  to  levy  additional 
taxes  for  the  common  defense  and  support  of  the  Government-," 
approved  seventeenth  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four, 
be  amended  and  re-enacted,  so  as  to  read  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Section  1.  That,  in  addition  to  the  taxes  levied  by  the  **Act  to  lay 
taxes  for  the  common  defense  and  to  carry  on  flie  Government  of  the 


Approved  June  14,  1864. 
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Confederate  Suites,"  appi-oveil  April  twenty-fourth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  aixty-three,  there  shall  be  levied  from  the  seventeenth  day  of 
February,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  on  the  subjects  of  taxa- 
tion hereinafter  mentioned,  and  collected  from  every  person,  copart- 
nership, association  or  corporation  liable  therefor,  taxes  as  folK>ws, 
to  wit: 

I.  Upon  ttie  value  of  all  property,  real,  personal  and  mixed,  of 
every  kind  and  description,  not  hereinafter  exempted  or  taxed  at  a 
diffei-ent  rate,  five  per  cent. :  Provided,  That  from  the  tax  on  the 
value  of  ■properly  employed  in  agriculture  shall  be  deducted  the  value 
of  the  tax  in  kind  derived  therefrom  during  the  same  year,  as  assessed 
under  the  law  imposing  it,  and  delivered  to  the  Government,  whether 
delivered  during  the  year  or  afterward,  including  the  bacon,  deliver- 
able after,  and  not  prior  to,  the  assessment  of  the  tax  on  property 
employed  in  agriculture  as  aforesaid;  and  the  collection  of  the  tax  on 
such  property  shall  be  suspended  after  assessment,  under  the  order 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Ti-easury,  until  the  value  of  the  tithe  to  be 
deducted  can  be  ascertained,  and  when  so  ascertained,  it  shall  be  the 
duly  of  the  post  quartermaster  to  certify,  and  of  the  district  collector 
to  <leduct,  the  value  of  such  tithe,  and  any  balance  found  due  may 
be  paid  In  bonds  and  certificates  therefor,  authorized  by  the  **Act  to 
reduce  the  currency  and  to  authorize  a  new  issue  of  notes  and  bonds," 
in  like  manner  as  other  taxes  payable  duiing  the  year:  Frovidedy 
That  no  credit  shall  be  allowed  beyond  five  per  cent. 

II.  On  the  value  of  gold  and  silver  ware  and  plate,  jewels,  jewelry, 
and  watches,  ten  per  cent. 

III.  The  value  of  property  taxed  under  this  section  shall  be  assessed 
on  the  basis  of  the  market  value  of  the  same,  or  similar  property  in 
the  neighborhood  where  assessed,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty,  excejjt  in  eases  whei-e  lands,  slaves,  cotton  and  tobacco  have 
been  purchased  since  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty-two,  in  which  case  the  said  land,  slaves,  cotton  and  tobacco  so 
purchased  shall  be  assessed  at  the  price  actually  paid  for  the  same  by 
the  owner:  Provided^  That  land  purchased  by  refugees  and  hfeld  and 
occupied  by  them  for  their  own  use  and  residence,  shall  be  assessed 
according  to  its  market  value  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty. 

Sec.  2.  That  section  second  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  levy  addi- 
tional taxes  for  the  common  defense  and  support  of  the  Government," 
approved  seventeenth  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed ;  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  all  the 
property  and  assets  of  corporations,  associations  and  joint  stock  com- 
panies of  every  description,  whether  incorporated  or  not,  shall  be 
assessed  and  taxed  in  the  same  manner,  and  to  tite  same  extent,  as 
the  property  and  as.sets  of  individuals;  the  tax  on  such  property  and 
assets  to  be  assessed  against,  and  paid  by,  such  corporations,  associa- 
tions and  joint  stock  companies:  Provided,  That  no  bank  or  banking 
company  shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  tax  upon  deposits  of  money  to  the 
credit  of,  and  subject  to  the  checks  of,  others :  Provided  farther,  That 
the  stock,  shares  or  interests  representing  property  or  assets  in  corpo- 
rations or  joint  stock  comjmnies,  or  associations,  shall  not  be  assessetl 
or  taxed:  And  provided  furthert  That  all  property  within  the  enemy's 
lines  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  exempted  from  all  taxation  so  long 
as  it  remains  in  the  enemy's  lines. 

Sec.  3.  That  imi'agraph  one  of  section  three  of  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  levy  additional  taxes  for  the  common  defense  and  support  of 
the  Government,"  approved  seventeenth  February,  eighteen  hundred 
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and  sixty-four,  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  amended  and  re-enacted, 
so  as  to  read  an  follows :  Upon  the  amount  of  all  ^Id  and  silver  coin, 

gold  dust,  gold  or  silver  bullion,  moneys  held  abroiid,  or  bills  of  ex- 
change, drawn  therefor,  promissory  notes,  rights,  credits  and  securi- 
ties, payable  in  foreign  countries,  five  per  cent,  to  be  paid  in  specie, 
or  Confederate  Treasury  notes  at  their  value,  as  compared  with  specie 
at  the  time  the  tax  is  payable;  the  relative  value  of  specie  and  Con- 
federate Treasury  notes,  for  the  purpose  of  payment  under  this  act,  j 
to  be  fixed  by  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Taxes,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  i 
Sec.  4.  That  section  sixteen  of  the  "Act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  1 
'An  act  to  lay  taxes  for  the  common  defense  and  canyon  the  Govern-  I 
mentof  the  Confederate  States,'"  approved  seventeenth  February,  I 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  amended, 
so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

I.  The  income,  property  and  money,  other  than  Confederate  Treas- 
ury notes,  of  hospitals,  asylums,  churches,  schools,  colleges  and  other 
charitable  institutions,  shall  be  exempted  from  taxation  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  or  any  other  law.  The  property  of  companies 
formed  under  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  volunteer  navy," 
shall  be  exempt  from  taxation,  except  on  the  income. 

II.  That  paragraph  six,  section  seven,  of  the  same  act,  be,  and  the 
same  is,  hereby  amended  by  adding  thereto,  as  follows: 

"If  any  person  shall  fail  to  make  due  return,  as  required  by  said 
section,  of  the  income  or  profits  taxed  under  any  law  of  Congress,  or 
in  case  of  disagreement  with  the  assessor,  to  submit  the  same  to 
referees,  as  provided  by  law,  or  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  pay  the  tax 
thereon,  within  such  time  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  public  notice,  by 
the  district  collector,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Taxes,  such  person  shall  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  in  default:  JVo- 
vided,  That  such  person  shall  not  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  in  default, 
who  may  fail,  or  has  failed  to  make  payment,  or  due  returns,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  presence  or  interference  of  the  enemy,  or  the  absence 
or  neglect  of  the  officers  charged  with  the  assessment  and  collection 
of  taxes." 

Sec.  5.  That  this  act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  subject  to  tax- 
ation corn,  bacon  and  otheragricultural  products,  which  were  produced 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  and  in  the  possession  of 
the  producer  on  the  seventeenth  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty-four,  and  necessary  for  the  support  of  himself  and  family  dur- 
ing the  present  year,  and  from  or  on  which  taxes  in  kind  have  been 
deducted  and  delivered  or  paid.  j 

Sec.  6.  That  section  four,  paragraphs  one  and  two,  of  the  act 
approved  February  seventeenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four, 
g  entitled  "An  act  to  levy  additional  taxes  for  the  common  defense  and 
support  of  the  Government,"  be  so  amended  as  to  levy  an  additional 
tax  of  thirty  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  all  profits  made  by  selling 
the  articles  mentioned  in  the  said  paragraphs,  between  the  seventeenth 
day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  and  the  first  day  ; 
of  July  next,  which  additional  tax  shall  be  collected  under  said  act. 

Sec.  7.  That  on  all  Treasury  notes  of  the  old  issue,  of  the  denom-  , 
ination  of  five  dollars,  not  exchanged  for  new  issue  prior  to  the  first  I 
day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  which  may  ! 
remain  outstanding  on  that  day,  a  tax  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  is 
hereby  Imposed. 
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Sec.  8.  That  section  seven  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  levy  addi- 
tional taxes  for  the  common  defense  and  support  of  the  Government," 
approved  seventeenth  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed,  and  the  following  inserted  in  lieu 
thereof : 

I.  That  the  first  section  of  the  "Act  to  lay  taxes  for  the  common 
defense  and  to  carry  on  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States," 
approved  twenty-fourth  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  is 
suspended  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

II.  In  all  cases  where  a  tax  is  levied  on  income  derived  from  prop- 
erty, real,  pei"Sonal  and  mixed  of  every  description,  on  the  amount  or 
value  of  which  an  ad  valorem  tax  is  laid,  the  ad  valorem  tax  shall  be 
deducted  from  the  income  tax:  Provided^  That  in  no  case  shall  less 
be  paid  than  the  ad  valorem  tax. 

III.  In  the  assessment  of  income  derived  from  manufacturing  or 
mining,  there  shall  be  deducted  from  the  gross  income  or  profits,  the 
necessary  annual  repairs,  not  exceeding  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  the  income  derived  therefrom.  And,  in  addition  to  the  deductions 
now  allowed  by  law  in  the  assessment  of  incomes  derived  from  any 
source,  the  following  shall  be  made,  namely:  The  Confederate  taxes 
actually  paid  by  the  owner  on  sales  made  by  him,  and  the  commis- 
sions actually  paid  by  the  consignor  or  shipper  for  selling,  and  in  the 
production  or  manufacture  of  pig  metal  or  other  iron,  the  cost  of  fuel. 

Skc.  9.  That  all  citizens  of  any  one  of  the  Confederate  States,  tem- 
porarily residing  in  another  State,  shall  be  liable  to  be  assessed  and 
taxed  in  the  State  or  district  in  which  he  may  temporarily  reside ;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  such  who  have  not  heretofore  made  retnm 
of  their  taxable  property  to  the  district  assessor  where  they  may  tem- 
porarily reside,  within  thirty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to 
make  such  return;  and  any  one  liable  to  be  assessed  and  taxed  as 
aforesaid  who  shall  fail  or  refuse,  within  the  said  period  of  thirty 
days  to  make  such  return,  shall  l^e  liable  to  all  the  pains  and  penal- 
ties imposed  by  the  laws  of  the  Confederate  States  in  such  case. 

Approved  June  14,  1864. 


AN  ACT  to  increase  the  ctnnpensation  of  the  heads  of  the  several  ExecntiTe 
Departments,  and  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Treasury  and  of  th^ 
AsMstant  Attomey-Gtoueral  and  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  and  other 
officers  theretn  named. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That 
the  compensation  of  the  heads  of  the  several  Executive  Departments 
of  the  Government  shall,  for  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act, 
be  increased  to  nine  thousand  dollars;  and  of  the  Assistant  Secretary 
of  War  and  of  the  Treasury  and  of  the  Assistant  Attorney-General 
and  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  be  increased  to  six  thousand 
dollars;  and  that  the  salaries  of  all  clerks  and  employes  in  the  vari- 
ous departments,  located  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  bo  increased  thirty- 
three  and  one-third  per  cent.,  and  at  all  otlier  points  throughout  the 
Confederate  States  twenty-five  percent,  for  one  year  from  the  passage 
of  this  act:  Provided^  That  the  clerks  detailed  from  the  Army  or 
Navy  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  act. 

Approved  June  14,  1864. 


486 


COBRESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


AN  ACT  making  additional  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Government. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  (lo  enacf^  That 
the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  oat  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasnry  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Government,  in  addition  to  appropriations  heretofori' 
made,  for  the  period  ending  the  thirty-first  of  December,  eighteen 
hundrefl  and  sixty-fonr. 

»••♦•♦  * 

War  Department. — For  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
Assistant  Secretary,  chief  of  bureau,  clerks,  messenger  and  other 
employ^,  for  the  period  ending  thirty-first  December,  eighteen 
hundi^ed  and  sixty-four,  two  hnndred  and  fifty-eight  thousand  dollars. 
*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Approved  June  H,  IHtii. 


AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  Inxuiiee 
or  of  articles  not  necessuies  or  of  common  use,"  approved  February  sixth, 
eighteen  hnndred  and  sixty-fom*. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That 
so  much  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
luxuries  or  of  articles  not  necessaries  or  of  common  use,"  approved 
sixth  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  as  forbids  the 
importation  of  prepared  "vegetables,  fruits,  meats,  poultry  and 
game,  sealed  or  inclosed  in  cans  or  otherwise,  and  brooms  and  brushe^ 
of  all  kinds,**  is  hereby  repealed. 

Approved  June  14,  1864. 


JOINT  RESOLUTION  declaring  the  dispositions,  principles  uid  pm^poses  of 
the  Otmfederate  States  in  relation  to  the  existing  war  with  the  United  States. 

Whereas,  it  is  due  to  the  great  cause  of  humanity  and  civilization, 
and  especially  to  the  heroic  sacrifices  of  their  gallant  army  in  the 
field,  that  no  means  consistent  with  a  proper  self-respect,  and  the 
approved  usages  of  nations,  should  be  omitted  by  the  Confederate 
States  to  enlighten  the  public  opinion  of  the  world  with  regard  to 
the  true  character  of  the  struggle  in  which  they  are  engaged,  and 
the  dispositions,  principles  and  purposes  by  which  they  are  actuated: 
Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  tlie  Confederate  States  of  Ameri&iy 
That  the  following  manifesto  be  issued  in  their  name  and  by  their 
authority,  and  that  the  President  be  requested  to  cause  copies  thereof 
to  be  transmitted  to  our  commissioners  abroad,  to  the  end  tha.t  the 
same  may  be  laid  before  foreign  governments: 

MANIFESTO   OF   THE    CONGRESS    OF   THE    CONFEDERATE    STATES  OF 
AMERICA  RELATIVE  TO  THE   EXISTING    WAR  WITH  THE  UNITED 


The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  acknowledging 
their  responsibility  to  the  opinion  of  the  civilized  world,  to  the  great 
law  of  Christian  philanthropy,  and  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the 
Universe,  for  the  part  they  have  been  compelled  to  bear  in  the  sad 
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spectacle  of  war  and  carnage  which  this  continent  has,  for  the  last 
three  years,  exhibited  to  the  eyes  of  afflicted  humanity,  deem  the 
present  a  fitting  occasion  to  declare  the  principles,  the  sentiments, 
and  the  purposes  by  which  they  have  been,  and  are  still,  actuated. 
They  have  ever  deeply  deplored  the  necessity  which  constrained  them 
to  take  np  arms  in  defense  of  their  rights  and  of  the  free  institutioiu 
derived  from  their  ancestors;  and  there  is  nothing  they  more  ardently 
desire  than  i)eace,  whensoever  their  enemy,  by  ceasing  from  the 
uuhallowed  war  waged  upon  them,  shall  permit  them  to  enjoy  in 
peace  the  sheltering  protection  of  those  hereditary  rights  and  of  those 
cherished  institutions. 

The  series  of  successes  with  which  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God,  in 
so  signal  a  manner,  to  bless  our  arms  on  almost  every  point  of  our 
invaded  borders  since  the  opening  of  the  present  campaign,  enables 
us  to  profess  this  desire  of  peace  in  the  interests  of  civilization  and 
humanity  without  danger  of  having  our  motives  misinterpreted,  or  of 
the  declaration  being  ascribed  to  any  unmanly  sentiment,  or  any  dis- 
trust of  our  ability  fully  to  maintain  our  cause.  The  repeated  and 
disastrous  checks  foreshadowing  ultimate  discomfiture,  which  their 
gigantic  Army,  directed  against  the  Capital  of  the  Confederacy,  has 
already  met  with,  are  but  a  continuation  of  the  same  providential 
successes  for  ns.  We  do  not  refer  to  these  successes  in  any  spirit  of 
vain  boasting,  bnt  in  humble  acknowledgment  of  that  Almighty 
protection  which  has  Touchsafed  and  granted  them. 

The  world  must  now  see  that  eight  millions  of  people,  inhabiting  so 
extensive  a  territory,  with  such  varied  resources,  and  such  numerous 
facilities  for  defense  as  the  benignant  bounty  of  nature  has  bestowed 
upon  UP,  and  animated  with  one  spirit  to  encounter  every  privation 
and  sacrifice  of  ease,  of  health,  of  property,  of  life  itself,  rather  than 
be  degraded  from  the  condition  of  free  and  independent  States  into 
which  they  were  born,  can  never  be  conquered.  Will  not  our  adver- 
saries themselves  begin  to  feel  that  humanity  has  bled  long  enough, 
that  tears  and  blood  and  treasure  enough  have  been  expended  in  a 
bootless  undertaking,  covering  their  own  land,  no  less  than  ours,  with 
a  pall  of  mourning,  and  exi»osing  them  far  more  than  ourselves  to  the 
catastrophe  of  financial  exhaustion  and  bankruptcy,  not  to  speak  of 
the  loss  of  their  liberties  by  the  drapotisnt  engendered  iu  an  aggres- 
sive warfare  upon  the  liberties  of  another  and  kindred  people?  Will 
they  be  willing,  by  a  longer  perseverance  in  a  wanton  and  hopeless 
contest,  to  make  this  continent,  which  they  so  long  boasted  to  be  the 
chosen  abode  of  liberty  and  self-government,  of  peace  and  a  higher 
civilization,  the  theater  of  the  most  causeless  and  prodigal  elTusion  of 
blood  which  the  world  has  ever  seen,  of  a  virtual  relapse  into  the  bar- 
barism of  the  ruder  ages,  and  of  the  destruction  of  constitutional 
freedom  by  the  lawlessness  of  usurped  power  ?  These  are  questions 
which  our  adversaries  will  decide  for  themselves.  We  desire  to  stand 
acquitted,  before  the  tribunal  of  the  world,  as  well  as  in  the  eyes  of 
Omniscient  justice,  of  any  responsibility  for  the  origin  or  prolongation 
of  a  war  as  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  age  as  to  the  traditions  and 
acknowledged  maxims  of  the  i>olitical  system  of  America.  On  this 
continent,  whatever  opinions  may  have  prevailed  elsewhere,  it  has 
ever  been  held  and  acknowledged  by  idl  parties,  that  government,  to 
be  lawful,  must  be  founded  on  the  consent  of  the  governed.  We  were 
forced  to  dissolve  our  federal  connection  with  our  former  associates 
by  their  aggressions  on  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  compact  of 
imion  with  them,  and,  iu  doing  so,  we  exercised  a  right  consecrated  in 
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the  great  charter  of  American  liberty — the  right  of  a  free  people,  vhen 
a  government  proves  destructive  of  the  ends  for  vhioh  it  was  estab- 
lished, to  recur  to  original  principles  and  to  institute  new  guards  for 
their  security. 

The  separate  independence  of  the  States,  as  sovereign  and  coequal 
members  of  tiie  Federal  Union,  had  never  been  surrendered,  and  the 
pretension  of  applying  to  independent  communities,  so  constituted 
and  organized,  tlie  ordinary  rules  for  coercing  and  reducing  ret)eIlious 
subjects  to  obedience,  was  a  solecism  in  terms  as  well  as  an  outrage 
on  the  principles  of  public  law.  The  war  made  upon  the  Confederate 
States  was,  therefore,  wholly  one  of  aggression;  on  our  side  it  has 
been  strictly  defensive.  Born  freemen,  and  the  descendants  of  a  gal- 
lant ancestry,  we  had  no  option  but  to  stand  up  in  defense  of  our 
invaded  firesides,  of  our  desecrated  altare,  of  our  violated  liberties 
and  birthright,  and  of  the  prescriptive  institutions  which  guard  and 
protect  them.  We  have  not  interfered,  nor  do  we  wish  in  any  manner 
whatever  to  interfere,  with  the  internal  peace  and  prosperity  of  the 
States  arrayed  in  hostility  against  us,  or  with  the  freest  development  of 
their  destinies  in  any  form  of  action  or  line  of  policy  they  may  thinlc 
proper  to  adopt  for  themselves.  All  we  ask  is  a  like  immunity  for  our- 
selves, and  to  bo  left  in  the  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  those  inalienable 
rights  of  *'  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness"  which  our  com- 
mon ancestors  declared  to  be  the  equal  heritage  of  all  parties  to  the 
social  compact.  Let  them  forbear  aggressions  upon  us,  and  the  war 
is  at  an  end.  If  there  be  questions  which  require  adjustment  by 
negotiation,  we  have  ever  been  willing,  and  are  still  willing,  to  enter 
into  communication  with  our  adversaries  in  a  spirit  of  peace,  of 
equity,  and  manly  frankness.  Strong  in  the  persuasion  of  the  justice 
of  our  cause,  in  the  gallant  devotion  of  our  citizen-soldiers  and  the 
whole  body  of  our  people,  and  above  all,  in  the  gracions  protection  of 
Heaven,  we  are  not  afraid  to  avow  a  sincere  desire  for  peace  on  terms 
consistent  with  our  honor  and  the  permanent  security  of  our  rights, 
and  an  earnest  aspiration  to  see  the  world  once  more  restored  to  the 
beneficent  pursuits  of  industry  and  of  neutral  [mutual]  intercourse  and 
exchanges  so  essential  to  its  well-being,  and  which  have  been  so  gravely 
interrupted  by  the  existence  of  this  unnatural  war  in  America.  But 
if  our  adversaries,  or  those  whom  they  have  placed  in  authority,  deaf 
to  the  voice  of  reason  and  justice,  steeled  against  the  dictates  of  both 
prudence  and  humanity,  by  a  presnmptnous  and  delusive  confidence 
in  their  own  numbers  or  those  of  their  black  and  foreign  mercenaries, 
shall  determine  upon  an  indefinite  prolongation  of  the  contest,  upon 
them  be  the  responsibility  of  a  decision  so  roinous  to  themselves  and 
so  injurious  to  the  interests  and  repose  of  mankind.  For  ourselves, 
we  have  no  fear  of  the  result.  The  wildest  picture  ever  drawn  of  a 
disordered  imagination  comes  short  of  the  extravagance  which  could 
dream  of  the  conquest  of  eight  millions  of  people  resolved  with  one 
mind  "to  die  freemen  rather  than  live  slaves,"  and  forewarned  by 
the  savage  and  exterminating  spirit  in  which  this  war  has  been  waged 
upon  them,  and  by  the  mad  avowals  of  its  patrons  and  supporters  of 
the  worse  than  Egyptian  bondage  that  awaits  them  in  the  event  of 
their  subjugation. 

"With  these  declarations  of  our  dispositions,  our  principles,  and  our 
purposes,  we  commit  our  cause  to  the  enlightened  judgment  of  the 
world,  to  the  sober  reflections  of  our  adversaries  themselves,  and  to  the 
solemn  and  i-ighteous  arbitrament  of  Heaven. 

Approved  June  14, 1864. 
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Circular  1  Confederate  States  of  America, 

\   War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

No.  21.    )  Richmmid,  Va.,  June  15 j  1S64. 

I.  The  active  campaigns  now  in  progress  must  cause  increased 
stra^ling  and  desertion,  as  well  as  tlie  necessity  for  new  material  for 
the  armies.  The  superintendent  urgently  calls  on  commandants  for 
increased  activity  and  vigilauce  in  every  branch  of  the  service.  They 
will  issue  special  instructions  to  their  enrolling  oflftcers  to  be  active 
and  energetic  in  obtaining  every  man  fitted  for  the  field,  and  in  send- 
ing back  all  who  are  improperly  absent.  The  superintendent  learns 
there  is  some  relaxation  in  the  service.  From  every  State  reports  are 
received  of  men  not  called  into  the  Array,  and  vast  numbers  are 
unduly  absent  from  their  posts.  There  has  been  no  moment  during 
the  war  when  such  a  state  of  things  was  more  to  be  deprecated.  It 
must  be  corrected.  Enrolling  officers  must  be  rigid,  active,  and  vigi- 
limt,  or  be  held  to  strict  accountability  for  negligence. 

n.  The  delays  which  have  occurred  in  forwarding  applications  for 
exemptions  aaCL  details  have  been  productive  of  serious  inconvenience 
to  the  partis  interested  and  of  injury  to  the  Army  and  country. 
Every  consideration  of  duty  and  patriotism  demands  that  the  officers 
of  the  Government  should  exhibit  a  devotion  and  enei^  commen- 
surate with  the  urgent  necessities  of  the  Army  and  the  country. 
Indolence  in  such  an  emergency  is  highly  criminal.  Every  applica- 
tion should  receive  immediate  attention.  The  ranks  of  the  Army 
must  be  filled  up.  The  places  of  the  gallant  men  who  have  been 
stricken  down  in  the  noble  discharge  of  duty  must  be  supplied  as 
promptly  as  practicable.  This  cannot  be  done  unless  the  officers  of 
conscription  shall  give  themselves  with  entire  devotion  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  required  of  them.  Appeals  taken  by  parties 
must  be  forwarded  forthwith,  and  no  excuse  will  be  received  for 
withholding  such  papers.  In  cases  where  there  is  any  show  of  merit, 
and  the  parties  are  in  pursuit  of  the  occupation  for  which  exemption 
or  detail  is  asked,  they  should  not  be  disturbed  till  final  action  is 
taken.  Tlie  reports  of  the  enrolling  officers  are  frequently  too  meager 
and  unsatisfactory  to  enable  the  Bureau  to  decide  the  cases  submitted. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  defect,  to  which  the  Bureau  has  had  frequent 
occasion  to  call  attention,  will  in  the  future  be  corrected.  In  all 
agricultural  cases  it  is  desired  that  the  reports  should  state  the  prob- 
able amount  of  the  surplus  produced  by  the  applicant,  and  in  all 
cases  where  assigning  the  party  to  the  Army  will  cast  his  family 
upon  the  community  for  support  the  report  should  state  what  pro- 
vision has  been  made  by  the  State  or  county  authorities  for  their 
maintenance  and  protection. 

Bnrolling  officera  should  be  carefully  instruct>ed  upon  these  points. 

By  order  of  Brigadier^Geneial  Preston,  superintendent: 

C.  B.  DUPFIELD, 
Assistant  Ad^idxmirOeneral. 

(To  Commandants  of  Cons<!ripts. ) 
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June  16,  1864. 


Beport  of  inspection  of  Camp  Holmes,  a  camp  of  instruction  near 
Raleigh,  commanded  by  Major  Ilahr,  with  the  following  Htaft:  One 
first  lieutenant,  adjutant;  one  first  lieutenant,  receiving  officer;  one 
assistant  quartermaster;  one  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence; 
one  sun;eon  and  one  assistant  sui^eon;  one  chaplain;  one  first  lien- 
tenant,  commanding  guard;  four  second  lieutenants,  drill-mast-ers. 

As  the  conscripts  come  in  their  names  are  recorded  with  a  state- 
ment of  their  age,  county,  the  officer  by  whom  enrolled,  and  other 
facts  entering  into  a  descriptive  list.  When  they  leave  the  camp  the 
assignment  made  of  them  is  i-ecorded  in  the  same  book,  which  thus 
presents  a  complete  history  of  the  connection  of  each  conscript  pass- 
ing through  this  camp  with  the  conscription  authorities.  Nine 
thousand  and  fifty-seven  are  shown  to  have  been  enrolled  at  Camp 
Holmes  during  the  year  ending  June  13,  but  this  figure  does  not  indi- 
cate the  whole  number  enrolled  in  the  State  in  that  period,  as  many 
are  detailed  for  various  duties  without  passing  through  the  camp  of 
instruction.  The  names  thus  recorded  are  classified  in  three  other 
books  as  follows :  1.  The  principals  of  substitut-es — 4-30  so  far.  2. 
Persons  exempt  prior  to  act  of  February  17  otherwise  than  by  substi- 
tution. 3.  Those  not  previously  exempt.  All  conscripts  fit  for  the 
field  are  examined  by  the  Medical  Board  and  classified  according  to 
their  special  fitness  for  artillery,  cavalry,  or  infantry  service.  Besides 
the  above  the  following  books  are  kept: 

1.  A  record  of  the  absentees,  deserters,  Ac,  arrested  and  sent  tx> 
their  commands.  Three  hundred  odd  of  these  arrests  were  made  in 
May;  over  6,000  have  been  returned  through  this  camp. 

2.  Morning  report  book  showing  all  present  in  camp. 

3.  Order  lx)ok.  These  books  preserve  a  record  of  all  the  facts 
which  would  seem  to  be  essential. 

There  are  13(i  enlisted  men  in  camp.  Of  tliese,  sixty-four  disabled 
conscripts  and  soldiers  constitute  the  camp  guard.  The  remainder 
are  conscripts  whose  permanent  assignment  is  delayed  for  obvious 
causes.  Colonel  Mallett,  commandant  of  conscripts,  thinks  the  guard 
which  has  been  limited  by  the  Bureau  to  the  above  number  too  small 
to  prevent  the  escape  of  conscripts,  and  entirely  insufficient  to  fnruish 
traveling  guards  for  the  conscripts,  deserters,  and  others  sent  to  the 
various  armies.  Sixty  men  are  needed  for  this  duty  alone,  he  says. 
The  average  time  this  year  which  conscripts  have  remained  at  Camp 
Holmes  is  less  than  a  week.  They  are  not  drilled  during  tliat  time, 
it  is  stated,  because  better  employment  has  been  found  for  the  drill- 
masters.  This  I  should  think  a  mistake.  Even  a  week's  drilling 
would  do  something  to  set  the  conscript  up  as  a  soldier,  and  would  at 
least  keep  him  in  good  health  and  spirits.  With  the  present  organ- 
ization I  see  no  reason  why  the  few  conscripts  in  camp  should  not  be 
industriously  drilled  three  times  a  day. 

Staff  departments. — The  assistant  quartermaster,  besideB  discharg- 
ing the  appropriate  duties  of  the  camp,  pays  all  the  enrolling  officers 
of  the  State  and  provides  them  with  stationery.  Every  conscript  is 
dothed  by  him  before  he  leaves  the  camp.  Employes:  One  clerk, 
one  forage-master,  one  overseer  of  wood-choppers— all  disabled  sol- 
diers or  conscripts. 

The  medical  officers  are  the  physicians  of  the  camp,  and  constitute 
a  board  for  the  duties  before  mentioned.  The  senior  officer  has  the 
supervision  of  all  the  district  medical  boards,  and  is  cliarged  with  the 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES. 


491 


duty  of  keeping  them  filled  with  proper  officers.  Every  conscript  is 
vaccinated  here.  A  neat  hospital  with  eighteen  beds  is  attached. 
Employ^:  One  h(»pital  steward^  regularly  appointed;  one  clerk,  a 
disabled  conscript. 

The  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence  draws  his  supplies  from 
ttie  district  commissary  at  Raleigh.  Ration:  One  and  one-eighth 
pounds  flour,  one-third  pound  bacon  or  one  pound  salt  fish,  the  latter 
two  days  out  of  three,  one-tenth  pound  rice,  and  salt  as  usual.  Dur- 
ing the  past  month  two  quarts  of  molasses  to  the  hundred  rations 
have  been  issued.  Employ^:  Two  clerks  and  one  teamster,  each  a 
disabled  soldier  or  conscript.  A  fine  garden  of  twenty  acres  filled 
with  vegetables  will  materially  improve  the  fare  and  contribute  to  the 
health  of  the  conscripts  this  summer.  It  is  cultivated  by  six  con- 
scripts unfit  for  field  service.  The  men  are  quartered  in  log  huts. 
There  is  abundance  of  room,  but  the  police  of  the  quarters  might  be 
improved.  The  guard-house  is  dirty  and  too  confined.  It  appears 
that  of  some  250  conscripts  who  had  been  doing  duty  for  two  years  in 
Mallett's  battalion  as  a  camp  guard  and  supporting  force,  100  men 
without  any  experience  on  the  water  selected  the  naval  service  when 
their  temporary  organization  was  disbanded  a  few  weeks  since.  Thus 
100  trained  soldiers  are  lost  to  the  Army  when  every  man  is  needed. 
I  mention  the  incident,  as  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  take  measures 
for  their  transfer  to  the  Army,  or  for  the  alteration  of  the  law  at  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  With  the  instructions  on  this  subject 
under  which  commandants  are  now  acting  (issued  by  General  Rains) 
it  is  matter  of  surprise  that  a  single  conscript  goes  to  the  Army. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
LieiUeiiarU-Cohmel  und  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Confederate  States  op  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond  J  Fa.,  June  16^ 
Lieut.  Bennett  H.  Young  is  hereby  authorized  to  organize  for 
special  service  a  company,  not  to  exceed  twenty  in  number,  from 
those  who,  belonging  to  the  sorvico,  are  at  this  time  beyond  the  Con- 
federate States.  They  will  be  entitled  to  their  pay,  rations,  clothing, 
and  transportation,  but  no  other  compensation  for  any  service  which 
they  may  be  called  upon  to  render.  Tlie  organization  will  be  under 
the  control  of  this  Department,  and  liable  to  be  disbanded  at  its 
pleasure  and  the  members  returned  to  their  respective  companies. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  5.3.  J  Richmond,  June  17,  1864. 

I.  The  following  acts  of  CongresK  are  published  for  the  information 
of  the  Army: 

(1.) 

AN  ACT  to  authorise  the  appointment  ot  commlsMrieii  for  reglmenia  or  «avalrj-. 

The  Congreim  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  there  shall  be  allowed  to  each  regiment  of  cavalry 
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in  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States,  one  commissary,  with  the  same  rank,  pay 
and  allowances  as  are  now  allowed  hy  law  to  the  quartermaster  of  such  r^ment. 
Approved  May  23, 1864. 

(3.) 

AK  ACT  to  ammid  ui  act  sntlUed  "An  act  enatlnjc  the  office  or  enalsn  In  the  Army  of  tbs  Confed- 

•rftto  StatMi." 

The  Congreaa  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enacts  That  the  abore- 
cited  act  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  amended  so  as  to  allow  the  appointment  of 
an  ensign  to  each  battalion  of  infantry. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  said  act,  and  this  amendment  thereto,  shall  be  understood  and 
construed  to  apply  only  to  the  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Approved  May  81, 1SS4. 

(8.) 

AN  ACT  to  furnish  tmutportatkm  to  ofBeon  of  tbe  Army  mad  N«vy  wbllo  travellnj?  indor  orden. 

The  Congresa  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  officers  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  while  traveling  under  orders  of  the  War  or  Navy  Depart- 
ment shall  be  allowed  transportation  in  kind  for  themselves  and  their  personal 
baggage,  and  ten  dollars  per  day  for  expenses  while  necessarily  traveling  in  the 
execnnon  of  their  orders. 

Approved  June  4, 1884. 

(4.) 

AS  ACT  to  provide  for  the  appolntmeot  of  additional  milltaiy  stora-koepera  hi  the  ProrloloDal 

Army  uf  the  Confederate  SUito«. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  the  President 
be  aathorizea  to  appoint  ten  military  store-keepers  of  ordnance  in  the  I^visional 
Army  of  the  Confederate  States,  in  addition  to  those  authorized  by  act  of  Hay 
first,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  military  store-keepers  in  the  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States,"  five  with  the  pay  and  allowances  of  a  captain  of  infantry,  and  five  with 
the  pay  and  allowances  of  a  first  lieutenant  of  infantry. 

Sec.  2.  That  military  store-keepers  of  the  first  class,  so  appointed,  shall  be 
required  to  give  the  usual  bonds  in  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and 
those  in  the  second  class,  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars.  This  act  shall  be  in 
force  from  and  after  its  passage :  Provided,  That  no  one  shall  be  appointed  nnder 
its  provisions  except  persons  who  were  performing  the  duties  of  acting  military 
store-keepers  prior  to  January  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-fonr,  or  have 
become  incapacitated  by  wounds  or  sicmesa  for  active  service. 

Apiffoved  June  4,  1864. 

(5.) 

AN  ACT  to  Increase  tiie  conipentation  of  tbe  non-commfaalaned  officers  and  prlratea  of  the  Army  of 

the  ConfetUrrate  Slaten. 

TJte  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  tbe  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  privates 
and  musicians  of  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
increased  seven  dollars  per  month  for  the  period  of  one  year  from  the  passage  of 
this  act. 

Approved  June  9,  1864. 

(6.) 

AN  ACT  to  amend  tin  act  entitled  "An  act  to  eatabllsh  a  Niter  Md  Hlnlng  Bureau,"  approved  April 
twenty-second,  eighteen  bnndred  and  aixty-lhree. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  Ameiica  do  enact.  That  the  act 
approved  April  twenty -second,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  constitnting  the 
Niter  and  Mining  Burean  an  independent  bureau  of  the  War  Department,  be 
amended  as  follows :  That  the  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau  shall  consist  of  one 
colonel  as  chief  of  Boreau,  two  lientenant-colonels,  six  majors,  twelve  captains, 
who  shall  have  the  same  pay  and  allowances  prescribed  for  officers  of  cavalry  ti 
the  same  grade. 
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8bc.  3.  Be  if  further  enacted,  That  chemists  and  profesBional  asdfltants,  abso- 
Intely  essential  for  the  operations  of  the  Barean,  not  to  exceed  six  of  each  class, 
ehall  be  appointed  by  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  with  pay  in  no  case  to  be  above  that 
of  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  commissioned  corps. 

Sec.  8.  That  this  act  shall  continne  in  force  only  during  the  present  war. 

Approved  June  9, 1861. 

(7.) 

AN  ACT  for  the  p«;nieDt  of  conuniuioiieiB  appoiiitad  under  th«  act  entitled  "An  act  to  suspeDd  tha 
prirll^e  of  tho  writ  of  babsaa  corpus  in  eerwn  oaaes,"  and  to  ooufer  certain  peirers  upon  aald 
oommiMloners. 

The  Congrets  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  the  com- 
missioners appointed  under  the  said  act  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  compensa- 
tion of  two  nnndred  and  fifty  dollars  each  per  month,  from  the  date  of  their 
respective  appointments,  until  the  expiration  of  their  service ;  and  that  their 
assistants  shall  be  allowed  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  month,  from  the  date 
of  their  appointments,  respectively,  until  the  expiration  of  their  service. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  said  commisraoners  shall  have  the  powers  conferred  upon  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  district  courts  by  the  act  of  the  Provisional  GouKress, 
approved  thirtieth  of  Aagust,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-one,  and  nnmbered  two 
hundred  and  seventy-three,  in  the  acts  of  the  said  Congress. 

Approved  June  9, 1864. 

(8.) 

AS  ACT  to  provide  for  thti  cunipenBatlon  of  non-oommiitHloaod  offlunrs,  aoldlnrs,  aailors,  and  marinea 

OD  detailed  servioe. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  all  persons  ' 
detailed  from  the  Army  or  after  enrollment  tor  military  service,  or  from  the  Navy 
or  Marine  Corps,  for  special  duty  or  extra  duty,  shall  be  allowed  to  receive  their 
n^^ular  ■pay,  rations  and  allowuices,  as  if  they  were  performing  service  in  the 

£tec.  S.  That  all  such  detached  or  detailed  men  »hall  be  allowed,  in  addition,  not 
exceeding  two  dollars  per  da^,  and  compensation  for  all  extra  work,  or  for  any 
uncommon  skill  or  industry  displayed  in  the  performance  of  duties  to  which  they 
may  be  assigned,  in  pro{)ortion  to  the  value  of  such  extra  labor  or  uncommon  ^ 
skin  or  industry,  whether  it  be  in  performing  an  unusual  amount  of  work  within 
the  nsufd  hours  of  labor,  or  work  performed  beyond  the  usual  hours,  or  extraor- 
dinary skill  and  superior  workmanship  displayed  in  the  execution  of  such  duties, 
the  value  of  said  extra  labor  or  uncommon  aldll  or  industry,  to  be  determined  by 
the  t^cer  or  superintendent  under  whose  immediate  direction  said  detached  or 
det^led  service  may  be  performed,  subject  to  the  amtroval  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  or  Kavy.  The  additional  compensation  provided  in  this  section  shall  be  the 
same  for  both  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  under  certain  rules  to  be  prescribed 
by  the  President. 

Sbc.  8.  That  all  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  privates,  sailors  or 
marines,  det^ed  to  Government  contractors,  shall  be  so  detailed  without  pay  and 
allowances,  but  shall  be  compensated  for  their  services  by  wages  received  from 
said  contractors,  under  rules  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  or  of  the 
Kavy. 

Approved  June  9, 1864. 

(9.) 

AH  ACT  to  OTgulae  a  oorpa  of  aoonta  and  iniards  to  fooUltato  oominniiloation  with  the  Trana-Mla- 

aiaaippl  Department. 

The  Congress  of  tJie  Confederate  States  do  enact,  That  the  President  of  the  Con- 
federate States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Sfenate,  to  appoint  one  major  and  four  captains  to  do  service  as  scouts 
in  the  Valley  of  the  Aussissippi  River,  or  to  assign  any  proper  offioers  for  that 
purpose. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  officers  thus  commissioned  shall  have  authority  to  raise  four 
companies,  to  be  officered  by  the  President,  to  be  composed  of  such  members  and 
such  persons  as  he  may  approve,  for  scout  and  guard  duty  for  Government  trans- 
portation across  the  Mississippi  River,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  War  Department. 
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Sec.  3.  That  the  President  may  detail  each  officers  and  men  from  the  Army  as 
he  may  deem  peculiarly  qualifiea  for  such  service. 

Sec.  4.  That  snch  scouts  and  guards  shall  be  composed  either  of  infantry  or 
cavalry,  or  in  part  of  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  President,  and  eqaipped  in 
such  manner  as  will  make  them  most  effective,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  toe  same 
pay  and  allowances  anu  be  subject  to  the  same  regulaticms  as  other  soldiers. 

Approved  June  10, 1864. 

(10.) 

AN  ACT  to  Amend  an  not  entitled  "An  ut  to  organln  mllltar;  eonrt*  to  ittond  thn  jmny  of  the 
Confederate  Ststee  in  the  field,  and  to  define  the  powen  of  Mid  conitB." 

The  Congreaa  of  the  Conf&ierate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  the  above- 
entitled  act  be  BO  amended  that  in  all  instances  in  which  the  particular  division, 
corps,  district  or  other  subordinate  organization,  to  which  a  military  court  is  or 
may  be  hereafter  appointed  or  assigned,  the  commander  of  the  army  or  depart- 
ment may  by  order,  wheu  in  bis  discretion  it  shall  be  proper  and  safe  to  do  so, 
direct  and  empower  the  commander  of  the  subordinate  division,  corps,  district, 
&c.,  to  pass  upon  and  refer  for  trial  all  charges  and  specifications  to  come  before 
said  court,  review  and  confirm  or  disapprove  the  records  thereof,  transmit  the 
same  direct  to  the  War  Department,  remit  or  suspend  sentences  (where  lawful} 
and  take  all  action  and  exercise  all  jurisdiction  in  that  behalf  whidi  pertains 
under  existing  laws  to  the  ctHumander  of  the  army  or  department. 

Sec.  2.  That  from  and  after  the  passf^of  this  act,  when  anyperson  shall  have 
been  tried  by  any  military  court  or  court-martial,  and  acquitted  ot  the  char^  or 
charges  preferred,  the  finding  of  the  court  shall  be  announced  immediately,  and 
the  person  so  tried  and  acquitted,  if  a  soldier,  shall  be  released  from  arrest  and 
returned  to  duty ;  and  if  other  than  a  soldier,  discharged  from  custody  without 
awaiting  the  examination  or  report  of  the  reviewing  officer  of  such  court. 

Approved  June  14, 1864. 

(11.) 

AN  ACT  to  KuthoriEe  the  fortnmtloii  of  new  oominaadj,  to  be  oompoud  of  eaponiDmBrary  officers, 
who  may  leaign  to  Join  aooh  commuidii,  ftnd  to  limit  end  restrict  toe  appoiotmeot  of  offloere  in  oer- 
lain  CMM. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confedeixite  States  oj  America  do  enact.  That  the  President 
is  hereby  authorised  to  grant  authority  for  the  organization  <^  ctnnpanies.  iMt- 
talions  or  regiments,  to  be  composed  of  snpemumerary  officers  of  the  Provifdonal 
Army. 

Sec.  2.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  supemamerary  officer  to  join  said  organ- 
ization, or  any  other  company  in  the  Confederate  service,  which  does  not  exceed 
the  maumum  prescribed  by  law,  upon  tender  to  the  proper  anttunitiea  of  his 
resignation  for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  offices  left  vacant  by  such  resignations  shall  not  be  filled, 
and  that  hereafter  the  lowest  grade  of  commisstoned  officer  shall  not  be  filled 
unless  there  are  upon  the  rolls  of  the  company  for  service  at  least  f or^-six  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates ;  nor  shall  the  position  of  seni-jr  second  lieu- 
tenant be  filled,  in  case  of  a  vacancy  therein,  unless  there  are  upcm  the  rollBof 
the  company  for  service  at  least  thirty  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates ; 
nor  shall  the  position  of  first  lieutenant  be  filled,  unless  in  case  of  a  vacancy 
there  are  at  least  twenty  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  on  the  rolls  of 
the  company  for  service,  which  fact  shall  in  each  case  be  certified  to  by  the  cap- 
tain of  the  company  and  approved  by  the  colonel  of  the  regiment,  before  such  pro- 
motion can  be  made. 

Approved  June  14, 1864. 

(13.) 

AN  ACT  to  emend  bo  much  of  en  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  organise  force*  to  eerre  durinit  the  war," 
approved  Ttibrsaaj  aeventeenth,  eiglitoen  liandfod  end  etxtjr-fDor,  ea  relates  tu  the  esempOon  of 
certain  religione  deoominatlona. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  Avierica  do  enact.  That  the  Secretary 
of  War  shall  be  authorized  to  grant  exemptions  to  the  members  of  the  various 
denominations  of  Christians  mentioned  in  the  exemption  act  of  the  eleventh  of 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two,  who,  at  that  time,  beloi^fed  to  the 
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6ame,  and  who  were  in  regular  association  therewith,  upon  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions specified  in  that  act,  or  upon  such  other  terms  and  conditions  as  he  is 
authorized  to  allow  exemptions  or  grant  details  uQder  any  of  the  clauses  of  the 
act  approved  February  seventeenth,  elghteMi  hundred  and  sixty-four,  to  which 
this  is  an  amendment. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authwiced  to  revnke 
any  such  exemptions  under  the  act  aforeEaid,  when  the  same  have  been  obtained 
by  any  fraud,  misrepresentation  or  error. 

Approved  June  7, 1864. 

(U.) 

AV  ACT  tomthnlMtiieBmotntnMDtorqiiutcniiutonuidaHlstufcqDAneraia^^ 
aailoe  and  MMwint         toMMM  iB  the  Provtol<nul  Army  in  o«rteIii  omm. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  the  President 
is  hereby  authorized,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
appoint,  for  the  Provisional  Army,  additional  quartermasters  and  commissaries, 
.with  the  rank  of  colonel,  lieutenantKwlonel  and  major :  Provided,  That  such 
additional  quartermasters  and  commiasaries,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  shall  not 
exceed  the  number  of  military  departments  and  separate  armies  existing  at  the 
time  of  their  appointment ;  and  that  the  additional  quartermasters  and  commis- 
saries, with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  shall  not  exceed  the  number  of  army 
corps  existiiig  at  the  time  of  their  appointment ;  and  that  the  additional  quarter-  ^ 
masters  and  commiasaries,  with  the  rank  of  major,  shall  not  exceed  the  number 
of  divisions  of  tbe  army  existing  at  the  time  of  the  appointment,  and  for  the 
collection,  control  and  distribation  of  railroad  and  field  transportation  and  army 
supplies,  iho  President  ma^ap^int  such  additional  quartermasters  and  assistant  ^ 
qnartennastera  and  commissanee  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  efficient  execution 
m  the  duties  of  the  Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  Departments ;  and  such  pur- , 
chasing  agents  or  transportation  agents  may  be  employed  as  the  service  may 
require,  who  shall  not  have  military  rank,  and  whose  compensation  shall  not 
exceed  the  pay  of  a  captain  of  infantry,  and  who  may  be  required  to  ^ve  bond 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  those  duties ;  but  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  prohibit  the  assignment  of  quartermasters  and  conunissaries,  or 
asBistant  quartermasters  or  oommissaries  to  any  of  the  foregoing  duties,  or  to  the 
duty  of  paying  troops :  Provided,  That  all  said  appointments  shall  be  made  &om 
persons  who  are  over  forty-five  years  of  age,  or  who  are  incapacitated  physically 
for  service  in  tiie  Add,  or  who  nave  been  in  the  service  over  twelve  months,  or 
have  been  heretofore  discharging  any  of  the  aforesaid  duties :  Provided,  further. 
That  additional  assistant  quartermasters  and  commissaries  shall  not  be  appointed, 
if  there  are  officers  already  in  service  who  can  be  assigned  to  such  duties  without 
detriment  to  the  service. 

Sec.  2.  That  it  shall  be  no  longer  incumbent  on  the  President  to  appoint  or  to 
kero  in  service  an  assistant  quartermaster,  with  the  rank  of  captain  for  each 
regiment  or  battalion  in  the  field,  but  he  may  assign  the  quartermaster  of  any 
army  corps,  division,  brigade,  regiment  or  battalion,  or  the  commissary  of  any 
army,  army  corps,  division  or  brigade,  to  duty  as  quartermaster  or  conmiissary 
elsewhere,  and  to  assign  quartermasters,  assistant  quartermasters,  and  commis- 
saries and  assistant  commissaries  appointed  to  posts  or  de^ts,  or  for  other 
duties,  to  serve  with  armies,  army  corps,  divisions  or  brigades  in  the  field,  when- 
ever, in  his  opinion,  the  public  interest  will  be  promoted  thereby. 

Sec.  3.  That  in  case  the  services  of  any  regimental  quartermaster,  or  any  other 
quartermaster  or  assistant  quartermaster,  or  commissanr  or  assistant  commis- 
su*y,  appointed  under  this  act,  can,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Premdent,  be  dispensed 
with,  and  such  officer  cannot  be  otherwise  appropriately  employed  to  the  public 
interest,  his  name  shall  be  dropped  from  the  rolls,  and  he  shall  cease  to  be  an  offi- 
cer of  the  Provisional  Army. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  one 
quartermaster,  with  the  rank  of  major,  for  each  State,  and  one  assistant  qnarter- 
master,  with  the  rank  of  captain,  for  each  Congressional  district  in  the  several 
States,  to  execute  the  duties  of  the  act  in  reference  to  the  tax  in  kind :  Provided, 
That  tixe  appointments  to  be  made  in  pursuance  of  this  section,  shall  be  made  with 
the  same  restrictions  and  limitations  as  are  set  forth  in  the  first  proviso  to  the  first 
section  of  this  act. 

Approved  June  14, 1864. 
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(15.) 

AS  ACT  to  wnend  OD  net •ntitbid  "AuMtto  ttld  any  StMe  In  oommnnlMUBe  with  and  perfecting 
Teoordaeonoeniinglta  traopa,"appi>OTedalxteenth  Fobruary,  et(ht«en  himarad  asd  •izty-flnir. 

The  Cong/rea*  of  the  Confederate  State*  of  America  do  enact,  That  the  abcvre 
named  act  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  amended  bo  as  to  allow  to  the  State  oflBcer 
therein  named,  the  right  to  purchase  forage  for  one  horse  in  addition  to  the  right 
granted  thereby  to  purchase  one  ration,  said  purchases  to  be  made  upon  the  same 
terms  and  conditions,  and  under  the  same  circumstances  under  which  officers  of 
the  Provisional  Anny  may  be  allowed  to  purchase  rations  or  forage. 

Approved  May  31,  1864. 

(16.) 

AN  ACT  to  nniend  tbe  MT«nil  acts  in  regard  to  nhaplaina. 

The  Congreffs  of  tlte  Confederate  States  o/  America  do  enocf .  That  the  Freddent 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
to  api>oiDt,  when  in  his  jndgment  it  may  be  proper  to  do  so,  chaplains  to  battal- 
ions and  to  eeneral  hospitals,  who  shall  receive  tne  same  pay  and  allowances  now 
authorized  by  law  to  chaplains  appointed  to  regiments  and  posts. 

Approved  May  81,  1864. 

(17.) 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  appolntmeBtufaffic«rs  with  tamporary  rank  aodoominaiid. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  the  Premdent 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, te  appoint  temporary  officers  of  the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  major-generalf 
lieutenant-general  or  general  for  the  Provisional  Army,  and  assign  them  to  any 
appropriate  command. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  said  officers,  so  appointed,  shall  only  hold  their  said  rank  and 
their  said  command,  for  such  time  as  the  temporary  exigency  may  require,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time  they  shall  resume  tneir  previous  permanent  rank 
command. 

Approved  May  31, 1864. 

(18.) 

JOINT  RESOLUTION  to  allow  sick  and  waundwIafSoeraoftbe  Array  tnnaporUtioD  to  tbeir  bomea 

and  hoapital  aecommodalloDH. 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  That  sick  and 
wounded  officers  on  leave,  upon  certificates  of  a  board  of  surgeons,  be  allowed 
transportation  to  their  homes  and  back  to  their  commands,  as  in  the  case  of 
enlisted  men  on  furlough;  the  indulgence  hereby  accorded  to  continue  in  force 
for  ninety  days  after  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  further.  That  alt  sick  and  wounded  officers  in  tbe  naval  and  military 
service  shall  be  entitled  to  enter  any  hospital  and  receiTe  such  treatment  ana 
rations  as  now  provided  by  law,  free  of  charge. 

Approved  June  10, 1884, 

(19.) 

Alf  ACT  t«  amend  "An  act  to  organiH  foro»a  to  a«rv«  during  the  war,"  approved  February  aeTao- 
taenlh,  eighteen  hnadted  and  sixty-four. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  organize  forces  to  serve  during  the  war,"  approved  seventeenth  Feb- 
mary,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  so  amended 
as  to  allow  all  white  male  residents  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  eighteen 
and  forty-five  and  fifty,  who  were  prevented  from  enrolling  themselves  within 
the  time  prescribed  by  the  said  act,  by  the  occupation  of  their  loc^ties  or  country 
by  the  public  enemy,  and  whose  homes  are,  and  have  been  since  the  passage  of 
said  act,  beyond  the  lines  of  the  Ckmfedwate  armies,  to  OTganize  themselves  in 
pnisoance  of  the  sixth  section  of  said  act,  after  their  haoM  or  localitieB  aie 
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tomght  within  the  lines  of  the  Confederate  armies ;  and  this  priTil^  shall  con- 
tinne  for  the  space  of  thirty  days  after  the  reooonpation  is  announoedby  an  order 
isBoed  by  tine  general  commanaing  the  department,  and  published  in  the  military 
department  in  which  snch  reooonpati<m  may  occnr. 
Approved  Jtme  10. 1864. 

(30.) 

AN  ACT  to  gnuliulD  t  he  pay  of  ^enernl  off)c«ra. 

Th^  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  the  pay  of  a 
general  sfaAll  be  five  hnndred  dollars  per  month ;  that  of  a  lieutenant-general, 
foor  hnndreil  and  fifty  dollars  per  month,  and  that  of  a  major-general,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  [dollars]  per  month ;  that  a  gener^  commandmg  an  army  in  the 
field  shall  receive  in  addition  to  the  said  sum  of  fire  hundred  dollars  i>er  month, 
one  hundred  dollars;  uid  a  lieutenant-general,  a  major-general  and  a  brigadier- 
general  shall,  whilst  serving  in  the  field,  each  receive  fifty  dollars  per  month,  in 
addition  to  the  sum  herein  allowed,  whilst  so  serving;  and  all  laws  allowing  addi- 
tional compensation  for  commanding  a  separate  army  in  the  field  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  TOpealed,  except  as  herein  provided ;  and  that  this  act  will  be  in  force  for 
(me  year  and  no  longer. 

Ap^mired  Jmie  10, 1864. 

(31.) 

Alf  ACT  to  ftuthoriw  the  Hppoiutmnnt  i>f  additional  offloen  or  artillery  for  ordnanoe  duties. 

TTie  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enojct.  That  the  President, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  uie  Senate,  may  appoint  fiftr  officers  of 
artillery  in  the  Provisional  Army  for  the  performance  of  ordnance  duties,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  anthorized  by  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment 
of  officers  of  artillery  in  the  Provisional  Army,"  approved  April  twenty-first, 
eighteen  hundred  ana  sixty-two,  and  "An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of 
additional  officers  of  artillery  for  ordnance  duties,"  approved  September  six- 
teenth, eig;hteen  hundred  and  sixty-two.  and  that  the  rank  of  said  officers  shall 
be  as  provided  in  said  last-named  act. 

Approved  June  10, 1864. 

(22.) 

AV  ACT  to  amend  an  act  «DtItled  "An  act  to  organlso  military  courts  to  attend  the  Armj-  of  the 
Confederate  Statea  in  the  field,  and  to  define  the  powers  of  said  c<mrt«,"  approved  October  ninth, 
eij^hteen  faundr«d  and  fdxty-two. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  so  much  of 
the  said  act  as  emiwwers  the  said  military  courts  to  appoint  their  clerks  and 
marshals,  and  provides  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  said  officers,  is 
hereby  repealed ;  and  hereafter  it  shaU  be  the  dutj^  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
detail  aaia  assign  persons  to  fill  said  offices  from  military^officers  and  non-com- 
misBloned  officers  aud  privates  nnable  to  perform  dnty  in  the  field,  and  the 
compensation  of  su^  persons  shall  only  be  the  pa^  to  which  they  may  be  respect- 
ively entitled  by  virtne  of  their  military  commissions. 

Approved  June  14, 1864. 

(28.) 

XS  ACT  to  provide  and  organ!te  a  general  staflT  for  armim  in  the  Held  to  serve  during  the  war. 

TTie  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  hereafter  the 
general  staff  of  the  Army  shall  constitute  a  corps,  and  staff  officers  shall  no 
longer,  except  by  assignment,  be  attached  to  any  particular  military  organiza- 
tion, or  be  held  to  duty  at  any  post;  that  promotions  in  said  corps  shall  be  by 
selection,  based  upon  capacity,  merit  and  service,  and  no  one  shall  be  appointed 
in  said  corps,  unless  he  has  been  two  years,  at  least,  in  the  military  service  dur- 
ing the  war,  or  is  over  forty-five  years  of  age,  or  is  unfit  for  military  service  in 
the  field. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  to  assign  all  officers  of  the 
staff  to  such  appropriate  duties  as  be  may  think  proper,  except  that  he  shall  not 
assign  them  to  commands  in  the  line,  unless  in  cases  of  emexgency ,  and  then  only 
tar  a  short  time ;  and  no  officer  shall  be  allowed  to  hold,  at  the  same  time,  a  com- 
mission or  appointment  in  the  staff  and  in  the  line. 
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Sec.  8.  That  the  Preradent  is  hereby  authorized,  npon  the  application  of  any 
general  commanding  an  army  in  the  field,  to  appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  ima 
consent  of  the  Senate,  or  assign  for  duty  with  snch  gener^  whilst  so  command- 
ing, a  general  officer,  who  shall  be  charged,  nnder  the  direction  of  the  general, 
with  the  administration  of  his  army;  there  shall  also  be  allowed  to  a  general,  bo 
commanding,  two  assistant  adjatanta-ffeneral,  one  chief  quartermaster,  one  chief 
of  OTdnance,  and  one  chief  cranmissary ,  each  with  the  rank,  pay  and  aUowaoices 
of  a  colonel  of  cavalry;  a  surgeon  as  nwdical  director,  with  the  pay  and  allow- 
ances of  a  colonel  of  cavalry;  one  aide-de-camp,  with  the  rank,  pay  and  aUowancee 
of  a  colonel  of  cavalry;  ana  one  aide-de-camp,  wltji  the  rank,  pay  and  allowances 
of  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  cavalry. 

Sec.  4.  That  to  a  lieutenant-general  commanding  a  corps  d'arm^  shall  be 
allowed,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  two  assistant  adjntants-general.  with  the  rank,  pay  and  allowances  each 
of  a  colonel  of  cavalry;  a  chief  of  ordnance,  a  chief  quartermaster,  and  a  chief 
commissary,  each  with  the  rank,  pay  and  allowances  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  of 
cavalry;  he  shall  also  be  allowed  one  surgeon,  as  medical  director,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  President,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  with  IJtie  pay  and 
allowances  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  cavalry;  and  to  be  appointed  as  above,  one 
aide-de-camp,  with  the  rank,  pay  and  allowances  of  a  lientenant-colonel  of  cav- 
alry, and  one  aide-de-camp,  witii  the  rank,  pay  and  aUowanoes  of  a  major  of 
cavalry. 

Sec.  6.  That  to  a  major-general  commanding  a  division  shall  be  allowed,  to  be 
appodnted  by  the  President,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  two 
assistant  adjntants-general,  with  the  rank,  pay  and  allowances  each  of  a  lieu- 
tenant-colon^  of  cavalry ;  one  chief  of  ordnance,  one  chief  qnartermaster,  and  a 
chief  commissary,  each  with  the  rank,  pay  and  allowances  of  a  major  of  cav- 
alry; also  a  surgeon,  with  the  pay  and  allowances  of  a  major  of  cavalry;  one 
aide^e-camp,  with  the  rank,  pay  and  allowances  of  a  major  of  cavalry;  and 
one  aide-de-camn,  with  the  rank,  pav  and  allowances  of  a  captain  of  cavalry. 

Sec.  6.  That  to  a  brigadier-general  conunanding  a  brigade  shall  be  allowed,  to 
be  appointed  as  hereinbefore  directed,  two  asnistant  adjutants-general  and  one 
assistant  InspecttHr-general,  with  the  rank,  pay  and  allowances  each  of  a  major  of 
cavalry;  one  surgeon,  with  the  pay  and  allowanceB  of  a  major  of  cavalry;  one 
ordnance  officer,  with  the  rank,  pay  and  allowances  of  a  captain  of  cavalry;  one 
aide-de-camp,  with  the  rank,  pay  and  allowances  of  a  captain  of  cavalry;  and 
one  aide-de-camp,  with  the  rank,  pay  and  allowances  of  a  first  Uenteuaut  of 
cavalry. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  to  reduce  the  nnmbOT  of  ofQcers 
allowed  bjr  this  act  to  t^e  staff  of  any  general  officer,  or  to  increase  fhe  same 
when,  in  ms  opinion,  the  swvice  will  be  Denoted  tiiereby. 

Sec.  8.  That  all  anointments  under  this  act  shall  be  made  from  those  already 
In  service. 

Approved  June  14, 1804. 

AN  ACT  to  ameDtt  an  act  eutltled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  not  entitled  'An  aot  to  organiaa  military 
courts  to  attend  tlie  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  in  the  field,  and  to  define  the  pmren  of  um 
courts,' "  approved  February  thirteenth,  eighteen  linndred  aud  sixty -four. 

The  Congress  of  tJie  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  the  proviso  to 
said  act,  and  also  so  much  thereof  as  requires  that  the  judge  of  the  military  conrt 
in  Nortii  Alabama  ^all  give  ten  days'  notice  of  the  times  and  places  of  boldiiig 
said  oonrts  before  the  same  are  held,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved  June  14, 1804. 

AN  ACT  t«  amend  the  laws  relating  to  tfao  oommutxtioD  value  of  hospital  rations. 

The  Congress  of  tlte  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  the  commnta- 
tion  value  of  rations  of  the  sick  and  wounded  officers  and  soldiers  in  hospitals  or 
other  places,  used  in  camp  or  the  field  as  hospitals,  be  fixed  at  the  Gtovemment  cost 
of  said  rations,  and  one  hundred  per  centum  thereon :  Provided^  That  said  one 
hundred  per  centum  on  the  Government  cost  of  each  ration  commuted  shall  con- 
stitute a  hospital  fund,  and  be  drawn  and  appropriated  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
shall  deem  necessary,  to  purchase  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  sick  and  disabled  of 
the  Army  in  hospitals. 

Approved  Jtme  14, 1864. 
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(26.) 

AK  ACT  to  prumoto  tbe  efflciency  «f  tbe  cavalry  of  tbe  Provisional  Army,  and  tu  pnnlah  lawlMwneH 
and  irr«gnlarUiw  of  any  portions  thereof. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  the  com- 
mandinK  general  of  any  army  in  the  field  shall  have  the  power  to  direct  the  dis- 
monntiz^  of  &ny  non-oommiasioned  officer  or  officers,  soldier  or  soldiers,  in  the 
cavalry  service  in  his  command,  and  to  place  him  or  them  in  the  infantry,  who 
shall  misbehave  before  the  enemy,  or  shall  be  guilty  of  illegally  wasting,  spoliat- 
ing or  appropriating  to  his  own  nse  any  private  property,  or  of  doing  any  violence 
to  any  citizen. 

Sbc.  2.  That  the  horses  belonging  to  persons  so  dismounted,  and  which  they 
may  have  had  in  the  service,  ma^  be  taken  for  the  nse  of  the  Army,  and  the 
appraised  valne  thereof  sludl  be  paid  to  the  owner. 

Approved  June  7,  1864. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  nml  IruipecUrr  General. 


EXECCTIVE  DePAKTMBNT, 

Tallahassee,  June  17,  imi, 

IIoii.  James  A.  SBDDON, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Snt:  I  desire  respectfully  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  copy  of  a 
letter*  addressed  by  me  to  Major  Oanningham,  and  one  addressed  by 
General  William  Bailey  to  myself.  General  Bailey  is  perhaps  not 
only  the  wealthiest  man  in  this  State,  but  one  of  the  most  wealthy 
and  patriotic  and  generous  gentlemen  in  the  Confederate  States.  IiP 
desiring  his  factory  to  be  permitted  to  be  under  his  exclusive  control, 
I  desire  to  accomplish  important  objects — to  procure  clothing  for  the 
families  of  soldiers  and  indigent  persons;  to  afford  the  means  of 
employment  and  support  to  many  industrious  but  poor  women  in 
making  up  clothing  for  the  troops,  who  will  otherwise  l)e  unemployed 
and  dependent  on  charity  for  a  snpport,  and  to  save  the  Confederate 
and  State  governments  from  paying  unnecessarily  high  prices  for  the  * 
making  of  clothes  for  the  troops.  Clothing  and  shoes  I  can  have  fur- 
nished at  least  50  per  cent,  cheaper  than  the  C.  S.  agents  are  now  pro- 
curing them.  If  these  reasons  are  not  sufficient  I  will  rescind  the 
contract  with  General  Bailey,  that  there  shall  be  no  impediment  to 
the  agent  of  the  Confederate  States  Government  controlling  this 
factory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  i-espectfully, 

JOHN  MILTON, 

Governor  of  Florida. 

[First  Indorwiutint.] 

July  17,  18«4. 

qu  arteruasteb*  general. : 

Cannot  this  factory  be  left  to  the  execution  of  the  contracts  of  the 
State,  as  well  as  to  work  for  the  Confederate  Government,  without  *" 
serious  prejudice  to  your  arrangements?   Thespiritof  the  Governor's 
letter  commends  his  wishes  to  favorable  consideration. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secreixiry. 


*  Not  f  onnd. 
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[Second  IndoTMiiMnt.] 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Richmond^  July  25^  I864. 

Bespeotfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  nnderstaiiding  of  this  department,  received  recently  through 
^  Mr.  Ilerring,  is  that  this  factory  will  be  left  by  Major  Cunningham  to 
work  as  heretofore  on  account  of  the  Commissary  Bureau  and  the 
State  of  Florida. 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster-  General. 

[Inplosura.] 

Tallahassee,  June  JS^  2864.. 

IIiB  Excellency  John  Milton, 

Tallahassee,  Fla.: 

My  Dear  Sir:  You  were  kind  enough  to  write  Major  Cunningham 
a  few  days  ago  on  the  subject  of  my  little  factory,  and  I  also  request 
that  you  write  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  same  subject,  for  I  do 
not  think  the  Government  ouglit  to  interfere  with  the  factory.  If  the 
factories  throughout  the  Confederacy  had  done  what  mine  has  there 
would  have  been  no  need  of  complaint;  and  as  Your  Excellency  is  not 
aware  of  all  its  benefits  to  the  State  and  the  Confederacy,  I  will  here 
give  you  a  little  history  of  the  factory  from  the  time  it  was  built  by  a 
company  of  men  some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago.  After  it  had  got  to 
work  it  was  managed  rather  badly,  and  there  was  little  or  no  en(K>nF- 
agemont  by  the  people  of  the  country.  In  the  course  of  five  or  six 
years*  working  it  was  known  to  be  in  debt  about  $20,000.  The  stock- 
fholders  met  and  were  about  to  close  the  concern.  I  disliked  to  see  it 
stop,  and  made  an  offer  to  give  a  certain  amount  and  pay  the  debts, 
which  was  readily  acceded  to  by  the  balance  of  the  company.  I  then 
carried  it  on  myself  by  an  agent,  but  at  a  loss,  for  two  years  before 
the  war  commenced,  there  being  no  sale  for  yams  or  osnaburgs  of 
consequence,  as  the  merchants  could  buy  yarns  and  osnaburgs  cheaper 
in  New  York  than  I  could  make  them  for,  and  while  buying  other 
goods  would  lay  in  a  supply  of  those  goods,  buy  cotton,  send  it  on 
and  i>ay  there.  After  the  war  commenced  there  has  been  a  demand 
for  more  than  the  factory  could  do,  but  I  was  not  disposed  to  take 
advantage,  and  have  kept  my  prices  down  to  a  very  low  figure,  barely 
enough,  as  the  saying  is,  to  make  two  ends  meet.  I  have  used  the 
factoiy  almost  entirely  for  soldiers'  families  and  for  the  poorer  class 
of  persons  in  the  State,  having  sent  by  the  bale  to  the  most  interior 
counties  to  be  distributed  by  the  county  commissioners  to  the  most 
needy  of  each  county.  There  being  no  cotton  cards  in  the  country, 
it  has  been  of  great  service  to  keep  them  in  clothing,  and  have  at  all 
times  supplied  the  Government  officers  with  osnaburgs  and  thread  at 
less  than  half  what  they  would  have  had  to  pay  elsewhere,  and  have 
also  supplied  Your  Excellency  with  all  the  woolen  goods  the  factory 
has  made  at  very  low  rates  for  our  soldiers  in  tlie  field.  The  differ- 
ence I  think  between  prices  I  have  sold  at  and  the  prices  I  might 
[have]  sold  for  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  I  think,  would 
amount  to  over  $300,000;  and  besides  this,  I  have  always  contributed 
liberally  in  money  and  oliier  means,  for  from  the  act  of  secession  I 
have  fcdt  it  my  duty  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  aid  every  branch  of  the 
Government,  which  I  hope  my  course  will  show.  I  dislike  to  trouble 
any  one  so  much,  but  hope  you  will  pardon  in  this  instance. 
Very  respectfully,  Your  Elxcellency's  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BAILEY. 
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Richmond,  Va.,  Jtune  18,  1864. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Searetary  of  War: 

Sir:  Your  application  for  leave  of  abuence  is  granted,  and  I  sin> 
cerely  hope  the  cause  which  induces  you  to  ask  it  will  be  temporaiy. 
Very  truly,  your  friend, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Obneraii  Orders,  |       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  54.         f  Richmond^  June  18,  186^. 

I.  The  act  of  Congi-ess  providing  for  the  establishment  and  payment 
of  claims  for  a  certain  description  of  property,  taken  or  informally 
impressed  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  approved  June  14,  1864,  with 
accompanying  instructions,  are  published  for  the  infonnation  and 
instrnotion  of  all  concerned. 

AN  ACT  providing  for  the  rataibllahineDt  ud  pBTinent  of  clulma  for  n  eertain  d«aerlptlon  of  property 
tftken  or  tnfonnally  Imprnmed  ttor  tbe  use  of  the  Army. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  it  ahall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  appoint  aud  assign,  in  each  Congressional 
district  and  for  each  Territory,  an  agent,  not  liable  to  military  dnt^  in  the  field, 
who  Bhall,  at  stated  times,  in  each  county  or  parish,  nndei*  tbe  directiun  of  the  post 
qnartermaster  nearest  to  him,  receive  and  take  proof,  under  oath,  in  relation  to 
all  claims  in  said  district  for  forage,  provisions,  cattle,  sheep,  h<^,  horses,  moles, 
teams  and  -wagons  heretofore  fumisbed  to  the  Army  by  the  owner,  or  heretofore 
taken  or  informally  impressed  for  tbe  use  of  the  Army  and  not  yet  paid  for,  by 
any  officer  in  the  nulitary  service,  or  by  his  order  or  direction,  express  or  impliea, 
from  tbe  use  of  the  property,  whether  said  officer  be  a  line  or  stafE  officer,  and 
whether  he  be  a  bonded  officer  or  otherwise ,  and  report  the  facts  and  transmit  the 
evidence  in  each  case  to  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  together 
with  his  opinion  as  to  the  justice  and  validity  of  the  claim ;  and  the  said  account- 
ing officers  are  hereby  authorized  to  audit  and  control  and  order  payment  of  such 
claims  as  appear  to  them  to  be  equitable  and  just :  Provided,  That  all  such  claims 
originating  west  of  the  Mississippi  Biver  shall  be  reported  to  the  accoujitiug  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury  Department  established  for  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment, who  are  hereby  authorized  to  audit,  control  and  direct  payment  of  the 
same  in  the  same  manner  as  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  east  of  the 
Mississippi  River.  And  the  said  agent  is  hereby  authorized,  iu  taking  testhnony 
in  regard  to  said  clums,  to  administer  oaths  to  witnesses,  md,  it  he  tmnk  proper, 
to  the  claimants  themselves.  The  compensation  allowed  to  said  agent  shall  be 
ten  dollars  per  day  while  actually  engaged  in  tbe  performance  of  the  duties 
imi>osed  on  him  by  this  act,  and  thirty  cents  per  mile  for  every  mile  actually 
traveled  by  him,  to  be  paid  under  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary 
of  War :  Provided,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  War  may  assign  to  the  duty  herein 
mentioned  any  quartermaster  or  disabled  officer  of  the  Army ;  and,  in  that  event, 
said  officer  or  quartermaster  shall,  in  addition  to  the  compensation  now  allowea 
him  law.  be  entitled  to  mileage  at  the  rate  of  forty  cents  per  mile :  Provided, 
further.  That  the  Secretary  of  war  may  appoint  and  assign  any  non-commis- 
sioned officer  or  private  to  perform  the  duties  under  this  act  who  may  be  unfit 
for  active  service  in  the  field  because  of  wounds  received  or  disease  contracted  in 
said  service,  and  the  pay  and  allowances  of  such  non-commissioned  officer  or  pri- 
vate, when  so  appointed  and  assigned,  shall  be  the  same  as  are  allowed  to  persons 
BO  appointed  wno  may  not  be  liable  to  military  service. 

Sec.  S.  This  act  shall  cease  and  determine  on  tbe  flrat  day  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  siity-flve,  east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  on  the  &*st  day  of 
May.  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-five,  west  of  tbe  Mississippi  River ;  and  all 
claims  of  the  description  aforesaid,  not  presented  to  the  agent  aforesaid  prior 
to  said  dates  at  the  respective  places  mentioned,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  this  act. 

Approved  June  14, 1864. 

n.  In  every  Congressional  district  there  will  be  appointed  an  agent 
to  perform  the  duties  described  in  the  preceding  act  of  CJongress, 
whose  names  will  be  announced  in  orders,  and  who,  immediately 


Digitized  by 


Google 


502 


C0RKB8P0NDENCE,  ETC. 


after  notice  thereof,  will  proceed  to  the  fulfillment  of  the  duties 
imposed  iu  the  Bame.  lie  will  hold  one  or  more  Hessions  in  each 
county  in  his  district,  and  give  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  hold- 
ing the  same,  and  of  the  order  of  proceeding  at,  and  the  probable 
duration  of  the  session.  The  operation  of  the  act  is  limited  to  a  spe- 
cifio  time,  and  each  agent  is  required  to  take  measures  for  the  full 
performance  of  its  requirements,  and  for  securing  to  every  claimant 
an  opportunity  of  presenting  and  proving  his  just  claim. 

III.  Every  claim  under  this  act  shall  be  presented  in  writing  to  the 
agent  for  the  district  in  which  the  claimant  resides,  supported  by  his 
oath  as  to  the  justice  of  the  same,  and  by  the  affidavit  of  one  or  more 
witnesses ;  and  the  claimant  shall  also  state  by  whom  his  property  was 
impressed  or  taken,  and  at  what  time,  and  for  what  purpose,  and  at 
what  price,  and  sliall  produce  any  written  evidence  in  his  possession 
relative  to  the  same;  provided,  if  the  claimant  be  dead,  or  be  pre- 
vented by  any  cause  from  appearing  before  the  agent,  proof  shall  be 
submitted  as  to  the  fact,  and  the  occasion  therefor;  and  other  proof 
of  the  claim  may  be  taken.  The  exact  value  of  the  property  must 
be  proved,  and  no  speculative  or  contingent  damages  or  values  are  to 
be  assessed. 

IV.  The  agent  shall,  whenever  it  may  be  deemed  expedient, 
examine  the  claimant  and  the  witnesses  orally  upon  the  subject  of 
the  claim,  and  record  their  testimony. 

V.  The  agents  appointed  under  this  act  will  take  the  testimony  of 
the  various  officers  of  the  Army  who  may  have  been  concerned  in  the 
impressment  or  appropriation  of  any  of  the  property  in  reference  to 
which  claims  shall  bo  made,  and  will  ascertain  by  what  authority  the 
same  was  taken,  for  what  purpose,  and  at  what  time;  and  moreover 
will  make  special  inquiry  as  to  the  use  which  was  made  of  the  same, 
and  inquire  of  all  facts  t>ei'tinent  to  the  subject. 

yi.  Great  care  should  be  taken  in  the  investigations  to  be  made 
under  this  act  to  ascertain  the  justice  and  accuracy  of  any  claim 
that  may  be  preferred,  and  to  prevent  fraudulent  or  exaggerated 
claims  from  being  allowed;  and  for  that  purpose  all  the  circumstances 
connected  with  tiie  impressment  or  appropriation  or  employment  of 
property  should  be  examined.  The  name,  rank,  and  authority  of  the 
officer  should  be  reported,  and  whatever  else  that  may  throw  light 
upon  the  transaction. 

Vn.  All  the  powers  conferred  by  this  act,  and  all  the  duties  pre- 
scribed by  the  same,  are  devolved  upon  tho  agents  appointed  under 
it;  and  within  the  time  Limited  in  the  act  they  will  make  their  report 
to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury. 

liy  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjut-ant  and  Inspector  Oeneral. 


Confederate  States  *>p  America,  War  Departhent, 

Richttumdy  Va.,  Jtme  18,  I864. 

General  HowELL  COBB, 

Macotiy  Ga.: 

Governor  Brown's  exemption  must  be  restricted  to  the  terms  of  the 
law,  which  requires  a  certificate  of  the  necessity  of  State  officers  only. 
See  it. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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General  Orders,  i      Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  65.  f  Richmond,  June  20^  1864. 

I.  Under  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  an  act  to  organize  military 
courts,  &c.,  approved  June  14, 1804  (General  Orders,  No.  53 — No.  22), 
military  courts  will,  as  soon  as  practicable,  select  and  report  to  this 
office,  for  assignment  as  clerks  and  marshals  of  those  courts,  commis- 
sioned and  non-com mi.Hsioned  officers  and  privates  unable  to  perform 
duty  in  the  field.  With  the  report  will  be  forwarded  the  evidence  of 
the  disability  of  the  persons  recommended. 

JI.  Company,  regimental,  brigade,  and  division  commanders  will 
report  to  the  general  commanding  the  army  or  department  any  com- 
missioned, non-commissioned  officer  or  private  in  the  cavalry  8er\'ice 
who  misbehaves  before  the  enemy,  or  who  wastes  or  appropriates  to 
his  own  use  private  property  or  who  does  violence  to  any  citizen. 

The  general  commanding  will  take  action  (under  General  Orders, 
No.  5;J — No.  2(1)  upon  the  report,  and  forward  his  order  in  each  case, 
with  a  statement  of  the  facts,  for  the  information  of  the  Department. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjuiaiif  and  Injector  General. 


Circular)  Confederate  States  of  America, 

\    Wak  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 
No.  22.    )  Richmond^  Va.,June  21,  I864. 

I.  The  status  and  fnnctlous  of  the  "temporary  boards"  seem  to  be 
generally  misapprehended  by  the  officers  of  conscription  and  the 
public.  The  persons  composing  these  boards  are  selected  after  their 
enrollment  from  the  most  reliable  and  intelligent  citizens  of  each 
county  between  the  ages  of  forty-five  and  fifty  years.  Their  status  is 
that  of  private  soldiers  who  are  detailed  for  the  performance  of  the 
duties  devolved  upon  them.  These  duties  are  simply  to  obtain  the 
information  for  the  enrolling  officer  that  may  be  needed  in  the  dis- 
chai^  of  his  duties,  and,  when  required,  to  give  him  their  written 
opinion.  Their  reports  are  made  to  him.  They  are  not  invested  with 
any  independent  powei*s,  but  are  merely  charged  with  aiding  the  local 
enrolling  officer  in  the  mode  prescribed  in  Circular  No.  8,  ]$ureau  of 
Conscription,  current  series.  The  local  and  Congressional  district 
enrolling  officers  arc  expressly  required  to  supervise  the  action  of 
these  *' boards,"  and  will  be  vigilant  to  see  that  they  faithfully  per- 
form their  duties  and  to  prevent  their  exercising  any  independent 
power  or  authority.  The  enrolling  officer  is  charged  by  the  circular 
aforesaid  with  the  careful  and  thorough  investigation  of  every  case, 
and  required  to  report  the  facts  developed  in  the  investigation.  The 
organization  of  the  "temporary  boards"  was  not  designed  to  relieve 
him  of  any  part  of  this  duty,  but  simply  to  aid  him  in  its  proper  dis- 
charge. The  Bureau  will  hold  him  strictly  responsible  for  the  action 
tiaken  in  every  case. 

II.  The  certificate  to  be  furnished  by  the  head  of  the  department 
where  details  for  contractors  are  applied  for  will  be  procured  when 
the  case  is  forwarded  to  this  Bureau  for  final  action,  and  need  not  be 
required  by  the  enrolling  officers  as  precedent  to  their  action. 

By  conunand  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Preston,  superintendent: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
Assistant  Ad^uiani-Q-eneraL 
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Salisbury,  N.  C,  June  2864. 


General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Richmond,  Va.: 


General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  reached  Raleigh  on  the 
16th  instant,  and  at  once  entered  upon  the  duty  assigned  me — the 
inspection  of  the  conscription  service  iu  this  State.  My  attention  in 
that  city  was  particularly  directed  to  the  organization  of  the  office  of 
the  commandant  of  conscripts,  the  amount  and  dispatch  of  business 
passing  through  it,  the  organization  of  the  reserve  forces  recently 
called  out,  and  the  camp  of  instruction,  near  the  town.  Col.  Peter 
Mallett  is  the  commandant  for  the  State.  He  is  immediateLy  assisted, 
as  appears  by  the  accompanying  list,  by  four  officers  and  nine  clerks. 
Two  of  the  latter  are  able-bodied  conscripts.  Lieutenant  Parish  has 
charge  of  the  department  of  applications  for  detail  and  ihe  orders 
consequent  thereon.  The  act  of  Congress  of  February  17,  by  making 
the  Government  the  custodian  and  director,  to  a  lai^e  extent,  of  the 
agricultural  and  industrial  interests  of  the  country,  has  given  immense 
expausion  to  this  class  of  business.  The  applications  for  detail  are 
almost  as  numerous  as  the  persons  enrolled.  For  many  of  these  the 
office  at  Raleigh  is  only  the  channel  of  (Mmmunication  wit^  the  Bureau 
at  Richmond,  but  it  must  always  be  ready  to  account  for  any  petition. 
Hence  an  elaborate  system  of  registration  is  rendered  necessary. 
.  There  are  over  100  applications  for  detail  or  renewal  of  detail  dai^. 
They  consist  generally  of  a  recital  of  the  claim  and  circomstancos  of 
the  party,  a  report  upon  the  case  l^  a  boai'd  of  citizens,  and  the 
indorsements  of  the  county  and  district  enrolling  officers.  It  is  the 
duty  of  Lieutenant  Parish  to  examine  each  petition  carefully  and  to 
make  such  indorsements  for  Colonel  Mallett*s  signature  as  may  be 
prescribed  in  cases  covered  by  general  rules.  In  cases  of  doubt  the 
indorsement  is  dictated  by  the  commandant.  The  papers  are  then  to 
be  recorded.  Three  clerks  find  constant  employment  in  this  work. 
One  book  contains  the  applications  for  agricultural  details,  another 
those  based  upon  the  ground  of  public  necessity,  and  a  third  those  of 
contractors,  Government  officers,  &c.  Three  hundred  and  nine  appli- 
cations of  the  first  class  were  made  in  the  week  ending  June  IS;  431 
of  tiie  second  class  have  been  made  since  April  25;  thirty  of  the  third 
class  since  June  5.  I  do  not  think  one  officer  can  make  these  inT«sti- 
gations  with  the  patient  care  which  is  essential,  and  yet  with  the  dis- 
patch so  necessary  to  a  prox>er  conduct  of  the  office,  and  I  am  therefore 
inclined  to  agree  with  Colonel  Mallett  in  the  opinion  that  another 
should  be  assigned  to  have  exclusive  charge  of  agricultural  details. 

Besides  investigating  such  applications  going  forward,  Lieutenant 
Parish  issues  all  ordera,  making  the  details  when  approved,  and 
supervises  the  reports  of  detailed  men  required  by  law  of  railroad 
companies,  and  all  other  business  specially  relating  to  this  class  of 
persons.  This  officer  seems  well  fitted  for  his  work.  Lieutenant 
Hardin  distributes  the  mail  matter  as  it  arrives  to  the  proper  officers, 
issues  all  general  instructions  to  enrolling  officers  and  miscellaneous 
special  orders,  and  performs  the  duties  of  adjutant  of  the  post  of 
Raleigh,  of  which  Colonel  Mallett  is  commandant.  He  seems  to  be 
kept  busy  all  the  time.  Lieutenant  Jones  writes  letters  for  the  com- 
mandant, has  his  desk  in  the  reception  office,  and  disposes  of  all  the 
verbal  applications  not  requiring  the  attention  of  Colonel  Bfc^ett 
He  is  also  charged  with  the  preparation  of  the  r^^ular  returns  and 
reports.    There  seemed  to  be  sufficient  work  of  tiiis  sort  to  keep  him 
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constantly  employed.  Captain  Cowper  has  charge  of  everything 
relating  to  the  apprehension  and  retnm  of  deserters  and  other 
absentees  without  leave.  Each  application  for  the  return  of  an 
absentee  is  recorded  and  then  refeired  to  the  proper  officer.  When 
the  paper  comes  back  the  final  disposition  of  the  man  is  noted  in  the 
record  book.  Some  7,000  such  applications  have  been  returned  to 
commanding  officers  with  the  information  required.  I  shall  have 
-  occasion  to  call  attention  to  the  practical  working  of  this  ^stem  in 
my  reports  ux>on  the  district  and  county  offices.  A  clerk  has  charge 
of  all  business  relating  to  the  detail  or  exemption  of  free  negroes. 
Colonel  Mallett's  time  is  occupied  with  the  supervision  of  these 
oflScers,  the  decision  of  the  more  difficult  cases,  the  reception  of 
numerous  applicants  in  person,  and  the  general  direction  of  the  con- 
scription service  in  the  State.  I  passed  three  days  in  his  office  in 
studying  its  organization  and  famiUarizing  myself  with  the  kind  and 
amount  of  business  transacted.  The  various  duties  are  judiciously 
d^tribnted,  the  necessary  records  are  kept,  and  the  work  appears  to 
be  faithfully  and  well  done,  though  without  much  claim  to  clerical 
el^nce.  I  have  neyer  seen  bureau  officers  or  clerks  more  steadily 
engaged,  and  yet  in  one  department  at  least  the  business  appeared 
to  be  lai^ly  behindhand.  The  improvements  to  be  effected  in  this 
part  of  the  service  would  appear  to  be  these : 

First.  Such  an  increase  of  the  staff  in  the  commandant's  office  as 
will  make  it  possible  each  day  to  dispose  of  all  business  accumulating 
the  day  before. 

Second.  The  enforcement  of  a  more  rigid  accountability  upon  dis- 
trict and  county  officers  for  the  prompt  return  of  all  papers  referred 
to  them  for  investigation  and  opinion. 

These  beneficial  changes,  however,  would  be  but  little  felt  without 
corresponding  dispatch  in  the  Bureau  of  Conscription.  My  reports 
upon  the  district  and  county  offices  will  show  that  a  great  length  of 
time  usually  elapses  between  the  forwarding  of  a  petition  for  detail 
in  the  country  and  the  reception  of  the  final  decision  from  Richmond. 
Part  of  this  delay,  but  not  all,  is  due  to  our  imperfect  means  of  com- 
munication. The  generality  of  papers,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  in  this 
branch  of  the  service  can  be  acted  upon  immediately  by  each  suc- 
cessive officer,  after  passing  through  the  county  office,  because  they 
contain  within  themselves  the  data  for  a  decision.  This,  then,  is  the 
point  to  be  reached,  and  in  my  opinion  the  present  system  of  con- 
scription, with  its  vast  and  necessary  complication  of  paper  work,  will 
never  be  in  satisfactory  operation  till  some  tolerable  approximation 
to  it  is  gained. 

The  act  of  Congress  creating  the  reserves  was  approved  February 
17, 1864.  G^eneral  Orders,  No.  33,  directing  their  enrollment,  bears 
date  March  16.  Circular  No.  8,  of  the  Bureau,  enforcing  this  order, 
is  dated  March  18.  This  circular  was  received  in  Raleigh  on  the  26th 
of  March,  and  on  the  28th  Colonel  Mallett  issued  orders  thereupon  to 
district  officers.  Tiie  notices  issued  by  the  latter,  prescribing  the 
days  for  enrollment  in  some  of  the  districts,  were  as  follows:  Fifth 
(Raleigh)  District:  The  notice  is  dated  April  6  (a  delay  of  more  than 
a  week),  and  fixes  the  first  day  of  enrollment  in  one  of  the  counties 
on  April  18  and  the  last  in  another  on  June  30.  Sixth  (Greens- 
borough)  District:  Notice  dated  April  6.  First  day  of  enrollment, 
May  2;  last,  June  20.  Third  (Goldsborough)  District:  Notice  dated 
April  3.    First  day  of  enrollment,  April  12;  last,  May  31.  Tenth 
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(Aaheville)  District:  Notice  dated  May  12.    First  day  of  enrollment, 
June  5;  last,  July  26.    On  April  11  Colonel  Mallett  directed  that  the 
reserves  should  be  at  once  assembled  at  the  county  seats,  enrolled, 
and  organized.   Subsequently  it  was  determined  to  organize  the  two 
classes  separately,  and  on  May  10  district  officers  were  ordered  to 
assemble  the  Junior  Reserves  at  district  headquarters  for  immediate 
organization.    On  May  23,  before  this  order  could  be  executed,  the 
commandant  directed  that  this  class  should  be  sent  immediately  to 
the  following  rendezvous  for  organization:  Second  and  Third  Dis- 
tricts to  Gol^borough;  Foorth  District  to  Wilmington;  Fifth,  Sixth,  j 
Seventh,  and  Eighth  to  Camp  Holmes,  Raleigh;  Ninth  District  to  | 
Camp  Vance,  Moi^anton;  Tenth  District  to  Asheville.   This  was 
done,  and  the  denization  is  now  nearly  complete.   About  2, 700  have 
been  collected  and  formed  into  companies  and  battalions,  and  it  i&  \ 
supposed  the  force  will  be  increased  to  3,(XX). 

This  brief  sketch  will  perhaps  illustrate  some  of  the  delays  insep- 
arable from  the  system  of  conscription  and  others  which  might  have 
been  avoided  by  greater  diligence.  The  oi^anization  of  the  Senior 
Reserves  is  now  going  forward,  and  its  progress  will  be  indicated  in 
my  reports  upon  the  district  offices.  A  report  of  the  inspection  of 
Camp  Holmes  accompanies  this  communication.  * 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARCHER  ANDERSON,  , 
Lieuienarif-Caionel  and  Assistant  A^hUant-Oenerai.  \ 


[Ftnit  Indornenieiit.] 

Hdqrs.  Assistant  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 

Augiiitt  /4,  JfiiU 

Respectfully  referred  to  Adjutant-tteneral  for  consideration  of 
Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

imAXTOX  UR<\«U. 

Oenerttl. 

[Sacond  litdorMmwnt.] 

Adjutant  and  Inhpkctor  General's  Office, 

August  i7,  isei. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretar>'  of  War. 

The  delays  within  referred  to,  by  which  many  valuable  men  are 
withheld  from  the  ranks  at  critical  iieriods,  were  referred  to  in  my 
report  of  inspections  made  at  Camp  I^ee  and  of  enrolling  officers  in 
this  city. 

R.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral. 


*SeeJunel6.  p.  490. 
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Ruk. 


P.UslMt  !  Colonel. 


P.f'owper  !  Captain  

JoxiabJonea  j  Pint  lieatenant .. 

S.H.  Pariah  '  do  

E..T.Hardln.  I  Heoondllentenant. 

J.CBeUamr  :  Private  


DulMM. 


I  Keglmeiitorvorpa. 


Connnandant  I  Commandant  oon- 

Bcripta,  North 
Carolina. 

Ueeerter  bureau  '  Bnrolling  otlic«r  . . 

Ac  Ungaaaistant  adjutant-  Drill-master  

general. 

In  charge  detail  depart-   do 

ment. 

Adjutant  

Clerk  In  chatKe  letter 
books  and  IndorslDg, 
poat,&c. 

A.  II.  Smith  do  1  Clo-k  detail  department 


C.  W.Clay  ;  do 

—  eUingtoa  {  do 

—  Paylor   .do 

L.S.  Perry  -..  .do 

X.  U.  OUridge  do 


.do 
.do 
do 


J.  H.  B]ram.Jr  do 


GrahaK  Dayee 


do   Clerk 


fSaik  letterflleand  copy  la  t 
Id  charge  or  Indorsement 
book. Imttr action  book, 
and  apeolal  orders  from 
War  DeparUoent. 
Free  negro  department . . 


Stataa. 


Light  duty. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do. 


[June  23, 1864. — For  Chesniit  t.o  Davis,  reporting  progres.s  in  organ- 
izing reserve  forces  of  South  Carolina,  see  Series  1,  Vol.  LlII,  p.  344.] 


Circular  1  Confederate.  States  op  America, 

\    War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

No.  23.    )  Richimmd,  Va.,  June  24,  m4. 

All  white  men  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  between  the  ages  of  sev- 
eateen  and  fifty  years,  who  are  now  "  residents  of  the  Confederate 
States,"  are,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress  *'to  organize  forces  to 
serve  during  the  war,"  in  the  military  service  of  the  Confederate  States 
for  the  war. 

Commandants  of  conscripts  will  proceed  to  the  immediate  enroll- 
ment and  examination  of  these  persons  in  conformity  with  the  pro- 
visions of  Circular  No.  8,  Bureau  of  Conscription,  current  series. 

Those  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-flve,  determined  by 
the  Board  of  Examination  to  be  capable  of  performing  active  service 
in  the  field,  will  be  forwarded  to  Camp  Lee,  near  Richmond,  for  assign- 
ment to  the  Maryland  Line,  but  those  between  the  said  ages  found 
anfit  for  field  duty,  but  capable  of  performing  some  of  the  duties 
named  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress,  will  be 
assigned  to  those  duties  by  the  commandants  of  conscripts  of  the  State 
in  which  they  respectively  reside. 

Those  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  eighteen  and  forty-five 
and  fifty  years  will  be  disposed  of  by  assignment  or  detail  by  the  com- 
mandants of  conscripts  of  the  States  in  which  they  respectively  reside, 
under  sections  five  and  eight  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress  and 
under  Circular  No.  30,  Bureau  of  Conscription,  current  series. 

An  active  and  vigorous  execution  of  this  order  is  required. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Preston,  superintendent: 

C.  B,  DUFFIELD, 
Assistant  A^utant-Oenerul. 
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oouTHBRN  Division,  Mississippi  Central  Railroad, 

Grenada,  June  S4,  I864. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  D.  Lee,  C.  S.  Anny, 

Meridian: 

Dear  Sm:  I  did  not  receive  your  letter*  of  the  16th  of  this  month 
until  after  I  had  written  and  forwarded  another  asking  permiHsion  to 
send  cotton  to  Marshall  and  De  Soto  Counties  to  exchange  for  bacon 
to  feed  the  hands  at  work  on  this  road,  otherwise  I  should  not  have 
made  the  second  request.  It  is  certain  that  unless  the  Government 
is  willing  to  grant  me  some  facilities  in  obtaining  necessary  supplies 

'  for  the  repairs  and  operating  the  road,  it  is  worse  than  useless  for  me 
to  continue  my  efforts  to  keep  the  road  in  operation,  and  it  would  be 
far  better  to  let  the  Government  take  it  and  do  as  it  may  seem  best. 
The  entire  road  is  in  an  unsafe  condition.  I  have  not  the  means  ade- 
quate for  the  necessary  repairs,  nor  can  I  procure  without  Govern- 
ment aid,  nor  have  I  the  necessary  supplies  to  feed  my  hands  but  a 
few  weeks  more.  When  .these  are  exhausted  I  must  discontinue  my 
trains  and  discharge  my  hands.  There  is  no  other  alternative.  Fif- 
teen miles  of  the  road  has  been  materially  damaged  between  this  and 
Canton,  twelve  miles  seriously.    I  cannot  hire  hands  to  repair  it.  I 

■  would  cheerfully  do  so  if  I  could.  To  the  company  the  working  of 
the  road  is  rather  an  injury  than  a  benefit,  as  the  expenses  and  taxes 
will  absorb  all  of  its  income.  It  remains  for  the  Government  to  deter- 
'  mine  if  the  road  is  or  will  be  useful  to  them  or  not.  The  difficulties 
in  procuring  the  army  supplies  contracted  for  by  me  have  been  greatly 

'  Increased  since  I  entered  into  the  engagement.  I  have  spent  no  small 
amount  of  money  and  no  little  time  in  my  efforts  to  comply  with  my 
contract.  I  have  been  disappointed  in  every  way,  and  in  no  small 
degree  by  the  price  I  was  to  pay  for  cotton  when  others  were  receiv- 
ing it  at  oue-tliird  the  price  that  I  was  to  pay,  thus  enabling  them  to 
offer  greater  profits  to  those  who  would  deliver  the  articles  required, 
besides  being  permitted  to  send  out  cotton  as  they  pleased,  and  always 
keeping  themselves  in  funds,  which  I  have  found  it  always  impossible 
to  do.  I  have  delivered  some  teams,  wagons,  Ac,  and  could  have 
delivered  many  more.  To-day  Major  Paxton  refused  to  take  100 
mules  on  terms  that  I  think  he  should  have  accepted,  and  of  course  I 
declined  the  purchase.  I  shall  continue  my  efforts,  but  with  faint 
hopes  of  success. 

I  wrote  you  some  days  since  by  Mr.  Wang,  whom  I  sent  to  New 
Orleans. 

With  respect,  I  remain  your  friend, 

W.  GOODMAN, 

President 


Clinton,  La.,  June  jR^,  1864, 

Maj.  Gen.  Stephen  D.  Lee, 

Enterprise : 

My  Dear  Sir:  You  will  pardon  the  liberty  I  am  about  to  take 
with  you.  I  am  a  stranger  to  you,  but  I  plead  the  interest  which  we 
both  have  in  our  great  cause  as  my  excuse  for  addressing  you.  The 
trade  between  this  section  and  Baton  Itouge  has  been  to  a  considera- 
ble extent  revived.   The  usual  effects  have  begun  to  follow.  Our 

*NotfotmcL 
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currency  has  again  greatly  depreciated  and  our  people  become  demor- 
alized. There  was  no  necessity,  and  there  never  was  any,  for  this 
trade.  The  necessity  urged  in  its  behalf  is  that  of  food  and  clothing. 
It  never  existed.  In  the  fall  of  1862  the  people  in  the  county  were 
making  almost  enough  cloth  to  supply  the  demand.  It  was  cloth  of 
the  best  quality,  such  as  any  gentleman  could  wear.  A  lai^  number 
of  looms  had  been  started  and  more  were  being  put  up.  Everyone 
seemed  wiUing  to  wear  homespun,  and  nearly  everyone  did  wear  it. 
From  the  quantity  of  cloth  in  market  I  doubt  not  that  in  a  short  time 
the  wants  of  the  people  would  have  been  fully  met.  As  soon  as  the 
trade  was  permitted  with  Baton  Bonge  the  looms  stopped  and  home- 
spun went  out  of  fashion.  The  cloth  made  in  the  county  sold  in  our 
own  currency  at  $5  per  yard.  People  preferred  going  to  Baton  Rouge 
and  giving  $15.  The  disposition  to  traffic  became  a  mania  until  a 
large  portion  of  our  people  were  entirely  corrupted.  Our  currency 
fell  as  low  as  fifteen  for  one  in  Federal  paper.  On  the  arrival  in  this 
department  of  Col.  J.  S.  Scott  this  trade  was  stoppeil.  Our  currency 
at  once  went  up,  and  sold  at  five  to  one  in  I>ouisiaDa  bills,  which  were 
then  at  a  premium.  Confidence  was  being  re-established  and.  the 
prices  of  everjrthing  came  down.  I  have  stated  there  was  no  neces- 
sity  for  the  trade,  so  far  as  clothing  was  concerned,  and  I  give  you 
the  above  facts  in  proof  of  it,  together  with  the  certificate  of  J.  M. 
Be^,  postmaster  at  this  place.  There  never  was  any  necessity  for 
the  trade  arising  from  a  scarcity  of  provisions.  The  county  could 
have  supported  itself.  To  my  own  knowledge  there  has  been  more 
meat  in  it  than  there  ever  had  been  during  any  two  years  of  peace. 
The  supply  of  com  and  potatoes  was  most  ample.  To  be  sure,  there 
was  no  flonr,  or  coffee,  or  canvased  hams,  or  sardines,  all  of  which  were 
bought  out  of  Baton  Rouge  when  the  trade  revived.  In  1863,  when 
the  trade  was  fairly  opened,  the  cry  was  a  want  of  provisions.  Since 
then  we  have  had  an  addition  to  our  army  here  of  about  1,500  men, 
and  I  refer  yon  to  the  statement  of  Captain  Cammack,  commissary,  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  whole  army  is  now  supported.  They  live 
on  the  pTOvisions  raised  in  the  county.  The  necessity  for  trading 
with  the  enemy  has  been  in  every  instance  fictitious  and  false.  The 
conseqnenoes  have  been  desertions,  and  if  it  is  allowed  to  continue  it 
will  work  the  ruin  of  our  people.  It  should  be  stopped  at  once,  and 
I  appeal  to  yon,  in  the  name  of  God  and  our  country,  to  stop  it  at 
once.  The  order  should  be  imperative  and  peremptory.  No  discre- 
tion should  be  allowed  any  officer  here,  because  such  are  now  the 
falsehood  and  fraud  among  the  people  that  the  best  of  officers,  if 
allowed  any  discretion,  will  be  deceived  by  their  representations. 

The  State  [legislature]  of  Louisiana  at  its  last  session  passed  an  act 
to  purchase  cotton  cards  for  the  people.  Under  this  act  an  agent  has 
been  appointed,  and  a  permit  has  been  given  to  him  to  take  into  the 
enemy's  lines  1,000  bales  of  cotton.  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  working  of  this  policy.  Cotton  is  now  selling  in  New  Orleans 
at  $1  per  pound.  Cotton  cards,  as  they  are  now  brought  out,  in 
sheets,  sell  at  (1  per  pair.  Suppose  we  double  the  price  and  put  them 
at  $2  per  pair.  At  the  last  general  election  in  Louisiana  there  were 
polled  about  43,000  votes.  At  present.  New  Orleans  and  the  adjacent 
parishes  being  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the  actual  voters  in  the 
State  do  not  exceed  20,000.  There  are,  therefore,  about  20,000  fami- 
lies in  the  State  needing  cotton  cards.  These  cards,  at  the  prices 
above  stated,  would  cost  at  an  outside  figure  $40,000,  and  1,000  bales 
of  cotton,  worth  $400,000,  are  to  go  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
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ostensibly  to  pay  for  these  cards.  The  case  needs  only  to  be  stated. 
But  this  is  not  the  worst  of  it.  This  cotton,  aa  soon  as  it  reaches  New 
Orleans,  is  sold  at  public  auction,  and  the  Federal  Government  is 
always  the  highest  bidder.  The  reason  of  this  is  that  the  Federal 
Government  must  have  sterling  in  Europe  to  pay  the  interest  upon 
its  debts  there. 

From  the  statement  above  jpiven  you  will  perceive  that  the  amount 
of  cotton  shipped  under  permit  will  immensely  exceed,  the  value  of 
the  articles  needed  by  our  people,  and  thus  while  attempting  to  relieve 
the  wants  of  the  Confederacy  we  are  relieving  the  wants  of  our  ene- 
mies in  a  tenfold  greater  degree.  The  remedy  for  this  great  evil  is 
simple : 

First.  Let  the  goods  needed  be  brought  in  and  delivered  to  a  mili- 
tary officer  of  our  Government  at  prices  agreed  upon. 

Second.  Let  an  order  then  issue  to  one  of  our  cotton  agents  for  a 
sufficient  number  of  bales  of  cotton  to  pay  for  these  goods. 

Third.  Let  the  party  who  receives  the  cotton  produce  a  receipt  from 
the  collector  of  customs  that  the  export  duty  upon  this  cotton  has 
been  paid,  and  upon  this  showing  let  the  military  officer  her©  g^rant  a 
safe-conduct  to  the  cotton.  In  this  way  no  more  cotton  will  go  out 
than  is  needed  for  the  articles  received. 

Permit  me  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  CoL  J.  S.  Scott  has  given 
entire  satisfaction  to  all  loyal  citizens  in  this  section.  He  has  done 
more  in  the  short  time  he  has  been  here  to  restore  order  and  loyalty 
than  all  officers  who  had  preceded  him. 

As  I  have  not  the  honor  of  your  personal  acquaintance,  you  will 
pardon  me  for  saying  that  I  have  been  acting  as  receiver  for  CJonfed- 
erate  States  for  the  whole  of  Eastern  and  Southern  Louisiana  from 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  was  lately  district  judge  of  this  dis- 
trict. What  I  have  written  I  believe  to  be  true,  and  it  is  written  with 
the  purest  of  motives. 

Believe  me,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant. 


Col.  H.  L.  Clay, 

AssisUuit  AdjutmU'Oeneralt  Richmond: 
Sir:  In  reply  to  a  letter  I  wrote  to  the  Adjutant- General  asicing  if 
Marylanders  were  entitled  to  theii'  discharge  at  the  expiration  of 
their  term  of  enliEtment,  you  inclosed  me  the  Secretary's  decision  as 
follows: 

The  privilege  of  being  transferred  to  the  Maryland  Line  will  be  cheerfully  given 
to  these  Marylauders.  Thus  an  opportunity  will  be  given  them  to  v<duntarily 
enlist  with  companies  for  the  redemption  of  their  State.  In  other  respects  they 
surely  ought  not  to  complain  that  they  are  not  on  a  footing  with  all  otiier  citizens 
or  residents.  The  law  is  plain  as  to  residents,  and  it  moat  be  admitted  that  they 
are  residents  of  the  Confederacy  for  an  indefinite  period ;  that  is,  for  the  war,  at 
least. 

On  the  l*ith  instant  I  called  at  the  office  of  the  Adjutant-General 
and  told  you  of  the  object  of  my  visit;  that  I  was  in  receipt  of  com- 
munications by  mail  and  telegram  fi-om  the  very  class  of  Marylanders 
referred  to  in  the  decision  of  the  Honorable  Secretary  quoted — men 
who  had  left  Baltimore  to  defend  Charleston  in  the  spring  of  1861, 
whose  terms  of  service  had  expired,  and  who  had  applied  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  Maryland  Lino  in  conformity  to  General  Orders,  Ko.  38, 
&om  the  War  Department,  and  who  complained  in  the  communica- 
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tion  referred  to  that  their  transfers,  though  sent  on  more  than  two 
months  before,  had  not  been  granted.  At  your  suggestion  I  addressed 
a  note  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  on  the  subject,  respectfully  asking 
to  be  informed  if  the  order  referred  to  {No.  38)  had  been  suspended 
as  far  as  Charleston  was  concerned.  I  was  prompted  to  this  inquiry 
by  the  fact  of  General  Lee's  having  requested  me  to  suspend  my 
efforts  to  withdraw  Marylanders  from  his  army  to  the  Maryland 
camps  till  the  present  campaign  was  ended,  whicli  request  I  of  course 
promptly  complied  with,  fully  acquiescing  in  its  wisdom.  This  will,  I 
presume,  account  for  a  fact  to  which  you  adverted  in  our  brief  inter- 
view— the  limited  number  of  men  at  General  Elzey's  camp. 

It  is  fair  to  assume  that  had  General  Lee  not  have  thought  that 
Maiylanders  in  his  army  were  in  suflBcient  force  to  constitute  a  ijower, 
he  would  scarcely  have  considered  it  a  matter  of  consequence  if  they 
did  or  did  not  continue  in  the  Virginia  and  other  State  organizations 
in  which  they  were  serving,  and  to  which  their  memt)ers  were  credited 
as  citizens  of  those  States.  Supposing  that  a  corresponding  exigency 
might  exist  making  it  a  matter  of  importance  to  detain  the  Mary- 
landers,  entitled  to  transfer  as  stated,  temporarily  at  Charleston,  I  had 
purposed,  if  my  inference  proved  by  the  Secretary's  reply  to  be  cor- 
rect to  appeal  to  the  men  who  were  complaining  to  me,  asking  them 
to  continue  their  devotion  to  their  flag  in  spite  of  their  disappoint- 
ment till  the  exigency  had  expired.  My  letter  referred  to  was  sent  to 
the  Department  on  the  Kith  instant,  and  when  I  tell  you  that  it  was 
under  no  less  a  prompting  than  the  expressed  wishes  of  Greneral  Lee, 
and  with  the  cordial  approval  and  indorsement  of  Ilis  Excellency  the 
President,  that  I  embarked  in  the  effort  to  rally  my  countrymen,  and 
that  I  have  expended  some  thousands  of  dollars,  private  means,  in 
the  effort  to  accomplish  that  object,  I  think  that  you  will  admit  that 
my  request  to  be  furnished  with  the  information  asked,  for  the  use 
stated,  was  neither  improper  nor  unreasonable;  yet  to  this  day  my 
communication  remains  unnoticed.  Self-respect  would  have  impelled 
me  to  drop  the  matter  here,  for  I  don't  choose  to  be  considered  as 
troublesome  to  any  of  your  bureaus,  bat  for  another  letter  received 
from  Charleston  yesterday,  making  representations  which,  if  true 
(and  I  seenoreasoutodiscT^ditthem),  are  of  so  extraordinary  a  char- 
acter, and  so  at  variance  with  what  I  know  to  have  been  the  purposes 
of  His  Excellency  the  President,  that  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  account 
for  them. 

When  I  visited  Charleston  in  April  last  (which  I  did  by  request  of 
the  Maryland  oihcers  and  other  gentlemen  of  that  State,  and  at  the 
urgent  entreaty  of  the  men  there  who  wrote  to  me  to  visit  them)  I 
had  a  frank  and  full  conversation  and  understanding  on  the  subject 
with  General  Beauregard,  who  acknowledged  the  justice  of  the  Pres- 
ident's purpose  in  authorizing  the  organization  of  the  Marylanders 
into  one  body,  and  also  conferred  with  General  Ripley  on  the  subject, 
both  of  whom  bore  testimony  to  the  bravery  and  devotion  of  these 
men  to  the  South,  and  General  Ripley  informed  me,  if  I  am  right  in 
my  recollection,  that  a  board  of  officers  convened  for  the  purpose  had 
decided  that  these  men  were  entitled  to  their  dischai^,  they  having 
served  out  thetr  full  term  of  enlistment  and  had  sent  their  decision  to 
the  War  Department.  General  Beauregard  told  me  frankly  that 
under  the  Order  No.  38  he  considered  all  the  Marylanders  in  his 
department  entitled  to  transfer  to  the  Maryland  Line,  and  an  officer 
was  selected  of  his  command,  and  w^ith  his  consent,  to  make  that 
decision  known  to  them,  and  with  the  knowledge  and  fuU  consent  of 
General  Beauregard  1  visited  the  Marylanders  who  were  under  arrest 
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for  demanding  their  dischai^,  and  at  my  instance  they  resnmed  their 
duty  with  the  promise  that  they  should  be  transferred  to  the  Mary- 
land Line.  What  makes  this  case  more  remarkable  and  seemingly 
harder  is  the  fact  that  at  the  beginning  of  our  troubles,  when  the 
Charleston  people  first  apprehended  conflict  in  February,  1861,  an 
appeal  was  made  to  Maryland  in  her  behalf,  and  her  officers  visited 
Baltimoi-e  to  get  volunteers  for  the  defense  of  that  city.  These  were 
the  men  who  with  others  to  the  number  of  some  600  or  600,  as  I  learned — 
many  of  whose  remains  now  lie  buried  in  the  defenses  about  that  city — 
first  responded  to  that  appeal,  and  history  will  tell  how  bravely  they 
did  their  dnty,  and  they  don't  aak  (decimated  though  their  numbers 
be)  to  quit  the  service,  but  to  be  dealt  with  fairly  in  accorduice  with 
the  wishes  and  purposes  of  the  President,  to  be  allowed  to  fight  side 
by  side  with  the  men  of  their  own  State — a  privilege  secured  to  citi- 
zens of  all  the  States  having  a  Congressioual  representation  and 
intended  by  law  to  be  accorded  to  Marylanders. 

In  writing  thus  plainly  I  desire  you  to  understand  that  it  is  in  no 
spirit  of  captiousness,  still  less  with  purpose  of  disrespect  to  the  Hon- 
orable Secretary  or  any  of  the  agents  of  the  Department,  and  I  may 
safely  say  from  no  selfish  purpose  of  any  kind.  I  know  that  I  am  above 
any  imputation  of  that  sort  in  the  estimation  of  all  high-minded  men 
of  Maryland  who  hold  the  honor  of  their  State  in  due  estimation,  and 
hence  feel  that  I  can  afford  to  speak  witii  frankness  on  the  affoirs  of 
that  State. 

In  appointing  General  Elzey  to  command  the  Maryland  Line,  I 
think  1  know  that  it  was  done  to  put  at  rest  a  point  that  has  been  a 
constant  bone  of  contention  among  aspiring  emigrants  from  that  State, 
and  interfered  very  considerably  with  the  organization  and  useful- 
ness of  the  Maryland  people.  Notwithstanding  the  appointment  of 
Greneral  Elzey,  the  name  of  another  officer  has  appeared  almost  daily 
in  the  Richmond  press  signed  officially  as  the  Commanding  officer 
of  the  Maryland  Line,"  which  has  served  to  create  a  feeling  of  distrust 
as  to  the  future  of  that  oi^anization. 

And  I  deem  it  proper  also  to  a<lvert  to  a  fact  that  may  or  may  not 
be  within  your  knowledge — ^that  an  enlisted  man  has  been  detailed 
from  Ck>lonel  Johnson's  command  to  the  Department  and  placed  in 
charge  of  applications  for  transfer  to  Camp  Howard,  and  that  api^i- 
cations  made  at  the  same  time  and  from  the  same  regimoits  for  trans- 
fer to  the  camps  (Howard  and  Maryland)  have  in  the  cases  of  those 
for  Camp  Howard  been  promptly  granted,  whilst  those  wishing  to  go 
to  Camp  Maryland  are  unnoticed.  Such  I  am  sure  you  will  agree 
with  me  was  no  part  of  the  purpose  of  the  President,  and  heuce  I  con- 
clude that  there  is  some  infiuence  actively  at  work  to  defeat  the  proper 
oi^anization  of  the  Maryland  Line. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  P.  KANE. 

1*.  S. — I  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  my  last  letter  from 
Charleston  referred  to. 

G.  P.  K. 

[luclosanv] 

Sullivan's  Island,  S.  C,  June  18^  186^. 

Col.  George  P.  Kane: 

Sir  :  We  received  your  very  kind  letter,  through  Lieutenant  Reveley, 
and  were  satisfied  we  would  get  our  transfer  to  Virginia  in  a  few  days, 
but  our  hopes  now  are  all  vanquished.  We  have  been  transferred  from 
the  city  to  this  island,  and  here  our  adjutant  presented  a  writing  to 
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US  to  sign  to  the  effect  that  we  did  not  desire  a  transfer,  but  wished 
to  remain  here.  Not  one  in  our  regiment  signed  it,  but  he  told  some 
of  us  that  we  need  not  expect  a  transfer,  and  he  would  do  all  tliat 
was  in  his  power  to  stop  us  from  going.  General  Jones  sent  bis  assist- 
ant adjutant-general  to  see  us  about  it.  He  did  not  see  one  of  us  in 
this  regiment,  but  went  to  two  Dutchmen  in  the  infantry  band,  and 
another  man  belonging  to  the  infantry,  formerly  from  Washington 
City,  who  agreed  to  remain  here.  General  Ripley  now  says  that  there 
are  no  more  Marylanders  to  be  sent  on,  and  there  are  only  a  few  Irish 
and  Dutch  who  are  dissatisfied  and  want  to  leave  here.  Captain 
Feilden,  General  Jones'  assistant  adjutant-general,  did  not  consult 
one  of  us,  oaA  we  are  satisfied  now  that  it  is  the  officers  in  command 
here  who  are  determined  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  keep  us  from 
going  and  defeat  the  orders  of  the  Government.  We  are  very  much 
dissatisfied  here,  and  since  making  the  application  for  transfer  we 
are  treated  very  indifferently  by  the  officers  in  command.  We  appeal 
to  you,  sir,  to  use  your  influence  to  the  utmost,  as  we  are  afraid  they 
will  defeat  us  from  getting  off.  There  are  between  twenty  and  thirty 
of  us  on  this  island  who  are  very  anxious  to  get  among  our  friends 
and  relations  in  the  old  Maryland  Line,  and  all  the  bounty  which  they 
are  offering,  and  persuasion  the^  are  offering,  cannot  induce  us  to 
stay  here  with  them.  Our  best  wishes  for  your  welfare  and  happiness. 
Very  respectfully, 


[June  24,  1864. — For  Seddou  to  Bonham,  in  regard  to  the  reserve 
forces  of  South  Carolina  remaining  at  home,  see  Series  T,  Yol.  XXXV, 
Part  II,  p.  539.] 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 


Maj-  <^n-  S.  D.  Lee, 

Meridian^  Miss.: 

General:  I  am  much  interested  that  the  cotton  held  by  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  in  small  lots,  contiguous  to  the  railroads,  or  navi- 
gable streams  in  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  or  in  exposed  positions, 
should  be  transported  to  Mobile,  from  whence  It  may  be  shipped  for 
Government  account,  or  to  some  place  where  it  may  be  put  in  order 
with  new  bagging  and  rope.  You  will  therefore  please  direct  all 
officers  within  your  command  to  afford  to  the  Treasury  agents  all 
possible  facilities  of  transportation.  Now  that  the  crops  are  laid  by, 
there  will  be  less  difficulty  In  procuring  necessary  labor  and  teams. 
The  preservation  of  all  the  Government  cotton  scattered  through 
these  States  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  I  desire'yon  to  render 
to  the  Treasury  agents  all  the  facilities  and  assistance  you  can. 
Very  respectfully. 


JOHN  E.  CHAMBERS, 
RICHARD  BRISCOE, 
THOMAS  KANE, 


First  Regiment  South  Carolina  Artillery^ 

Company  Z),  Captain  McM.  King. 


WILLIAM  HELMSLEY, 
MICHAEL  DONAHOE, 


R^hmond^  Fa.,  June  2o,  J864. 


JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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[June  25, 1864. — ^For  Allen  to  Seddou,  in  Telation  to  three  battalions 
of  mounted  men  authorized  by  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana  for  serv- 
ice as  conservators  of  the  peace,  see  Series  1,  Vol.  LIU,  p.  1003.] 


Grenada,  June  S6, 1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  I>.  Leb,  C.  S.  Army, 

Menaian: 

My  Deab  Sir:  Recently  I  have  had  occasion  to  trouble  you  about 
many  things.  I  regret  that  it  was  my  seeming  duty  to  do  so.  I  do 
not  know  if  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Government  authorities  to  have  the 
Central  road  kept  in  repair  or  not.  If  it  has  such  a  desire  they  must 
aid  now  in  obtaining  tools,  materials,  provisions,  and  labor.  I  dis- 
like asking  for  aid,  and  do  not  do  so  except  from  necessity.  I  have 
^  asked  permission  to  send  cotton  into  the  northern  counties  to  exchange 
for  bacon,  believing  it  to  be  better  than  to  ask  the  Government  to  aSu 
it  to  me.  I  have  also  asked  to  exchange  cotton  for  tools  and  mate- 
lials.  It  is  not  probable  that  more  than  fifty  or  sixty  bales  would  be 
required  to  be  sent  forwiud  to  supply  our  present  necessities.  If 
these  are  denied  me,  then  I  shall  have  to  request  you  to  direct  the 
commissaries  to  sell  me  provisions  (bacon)  for  our  hands.  But  why 
deny  the  road  what  is  done  by  individuals  almost  daily,  and,  as  is 
generally  believed,  by  array  officers  located  at  this  pla<!eand  north  of 
here  ?  There  is  probably  no  proof  that  army  officers  here  are  inter- 
ested in  contracts  and  shipment  of  cotton,  yet  there  is  not  an  intelli- 
gent peraon  in  the  community  who  does  not  believe  it  from  circum- 
stances of  almost  daily  occurrence.  If  they  labor  to  supply  the  Army 
it  is  well,  but  if  for  their  own  profit  It  is  more  to  be  condemned  than 
if  done  by  a  private  person. 

I  wrote  to  you  some  days  since  by  Mr.  Wang  in  reference  to  a  propo- 
sition from  New  Orleans,  and  took  occasion  then  to  refer  to  some  of 
the  causes  that  had  prevented  my  compliance  with  the  agreement  I  ! 
made  with  you.  Those  causes  are  as  prominent  and  as  evident  to-day 
as  when  I  then  wrote.  I  have  spared  no  exertions  or  expense  to  comply 
with  my  contract,  and  shall  not  relax  my  exertions  until  you  request 
me  to  do  so.  I  made  the  contract  in  good  faith,  and  more  to  serve  out 
cause  than  profit.    I  will  endeavor  to  comply  with  it. 

I  see  others  sending  cotton  into  the  Federal  lines  almost  daily. 
What  they  bring  back  I  do  not  know.    Doubtless  you  do.  Orders 
from  Federal  military  commanders  have  for  several  weeks  prevented 
me  from  doing  anything.   These  orders,  as  I  now  understand,  have  . 
been  changed.   Perhaps  some  supplies  may  now  be  obtained.    I  con-  I 
fess  I  have  been  less  successful  than  I  thought  I  should  be.    A  few  * 
days  since  I  offered  to  supply  Major  Paxton  from  100  to  200  mules  at  j 
from  $150  to  $200  each,  and  receive  pay  in  cotton  at  12^  cents,  the 
price,  as  I  was  informed,  that  he  sold  to  others  for  the  same  articles;  | 
iOO  mules  were  ready  for  delivery.   He  declined  my  offer,  doubtlms  i 
for  good  reasons,  and  seemed  to  expect  [me]  to  deliver  mules  and  take 
pay  in  cotton  at  35  cents,  my  contract  price.  This  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
do  when  he  pays  others  in  cotton  at  a  much  less  price.    I  am  no  block- 
ade-runner, and  will  not  knowingly  violate  civil  law  or  military  orders 
for  gain.    Others  may  and  are  doing  so.    I  have  thought  you  were 
entitled  to  some  explanation  as  to  the  cause  of  my  failure.    I  could  1 
give  many  others  than  those  referred  [to],  but  they  would  be  founded  i 
on  belief  only. 

With  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  GOODMAN. 
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CmccTLAR )         Confederate  States  op  America, 

>  War  Dept.,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

No.  24.  .  )  Richmond,  Va.,  June  27,  1864. 

The  following  communication  has  been  received  from  the  War 
Department  relative  to  the  act  of  Congress,  No.  13,  approved  June  7, 
1864,  and  published  in  General  Orders,  No.  53,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  GeneraVs  Office,  current  series,  and  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  so  much  of  an  act  entitled  *An  act  to  organize  forces  to  serve 
during  the  war,"'  approved  February  17,  1864,  as  relates  to  the 
exemption  of  certain  religions  denominations: 
Bdeeau  of  Conscription: 

The  attention  of  the  Burean  is  called  to  the  act  of  CozigreBS,  approved  Jtme  7, 
18ft4,  and  entitled  an  act  to  amend  bo  much  of  an  act  to  organize  forces  to  serve 
during  the  war,  approved  February  17,  1864,  as  relates  to  the  exemption  of  certain 
religious  denominations.   This  act  is  published  in  Orders,  No.  58  (No.  18). 

The  privily  conferred  by  the  act  extends  to  all  persons  who  bwoi^ea  to  the 
kU^oos  denominati(nis  mentioned  in  the  act  of  October,  18ft3.  at  the  date  of  that 
act,  and  who  are  now  liable  to  conscription  nnder  the  act  of  February,  186S. 

The  testimony  required  by  the  General  Orders,  No.  83,  will  be  snfficient  to 
ascertain  the  claim  of  the  applicant  for  exemption,  and  the  same  course  of  pro- 
ceeding as  to  the  payment  of  the  tax  can  be  adopted  nnder  tMs  act  as  was  used 
nnder  the  act  of  October  referred  to.  It  is  understood  that  a  large  addition  has 
been  made  to  these  denominations  since  the  enactment  of  October,  1862,  from 
families  not  previously  connected  with  them.  This  has  been  a  cause  for  distrust 
and  probab^  led  to  Hie  adc^on  of  the  precise  Umgnage  of  the  act. 

The  Department  has  exerciBed  a  liberal  indulgence  in  tavav  of  those  who  held 
or  were  supposed  to  hold  consdentions  scmples  upon  the  subject  of  bearii^  arms, 
but  there  is  no  reason  tat  affording  any  countenance  to  efforts  to  avoid  the  per- 
formance of  public  duty  by  bvpocntical  pretenses  of  a  religions  belief,  which  nas 
no  root  in  the  conscience  or  infinenoe  upon  the  conduct. 

By  order: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assiatant  Secretary  of  War, 

The  attention  of  the  officers  of  conscription  is  specially  directed  to 
the  foregoing  commnnication  from  the  Department  as  furnishing  the 
rules  and  principles  by  which  they  will  be  guided  in  dealing  with  per- 
sons nvithin  military  age  who  are  membei's  of  the  religious  denomi- 
nations referred  to  in  the  said  act. 

11.  The  sale  to  the  Government  or  to  the  families  of  soldiers  at 
prices  fixed  by  the  commissioners  of  the  State  under  the  impressment 
act  of  the  marketable  surplus  remaining  after  furnishing  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  stipulated  quantity  of  provisions  and  which  ho  may 
raise  from  year  to  year,  while  his  exemption  continues,  is  made  by  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  February  17,  1864,  one  of  the  conditions  of 
exemption  allowed  to  ah  overseer  or  agriculturist.  A  claim  is  asscHed 
by  some  of  those  exempted  as  agriculturists  to  exchange  such  part  of 
the  afor^id  surplus  as  they  may  please  for  supplies  of  provisions, 
clothing,  and  the  like,  to  be  nonsumed  in  family  use,  and  to  sell  to  the 
Government  or  the  families  of  soldiers  only  what  may  remain  of  such 
surplus  after  making  said  exchanges. 

This  claim  is  iu  violation  of  law  and  of  their  contract  with  the  Gov- 
ernment and  cannot  be  allowed. 

Upon  satisfactory  evidence  being  furnished  thai  persons  exempted 
as  overseers  or  agriculturists  have  or  are  thus  disposing  of  their  sur- 
plus productions  by  exchange  as  aforesaid,  enrolling  officers  will 
aneat  all  such  persons,  forward  them  to  their  nearest  camps  of 
instniction,  to  be  retained  there  until  final  action  shall  be  taken  and 
announced  in  their  cases,  and  forward  through  the  proper  channels 
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of  conunnnication  to  this  Bureau  a  report  of  all  the  facts  and  circtim- 
stances  of  each  case. 

"Every  agrionltorist  or  overseer  upon  recelTing  Mb  certificate  of 
exemption  should  be  informed  that  the  action  indicated  above  viU  be 
taken  in  the  event  of  his  not  disposing  of  his  marketable  surplus  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  law. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Proton,  saperintendent: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
AaaistaTtt  Ac^jtUamt-QenerdL 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  S7, 1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb, 

Jfrtoon,  Ga. : 

G  ENBR AL :  At  the  late  session  of  Congress  a  law  was  passed  requiring 
the  appointment  of  a  commissioner  for  each  Congressional  district  to 
receive  and  take  proof  in  relation  to  claims  for  property  informally 
impressed  for  the  ase  of  the  Army  and  not  yet  paid  for.  These  posi- 
tions should  be  filled  by  persons  of  well  established  character  for  loy- 
alty  and  justice.  '  In  the  adjustment  of  such  claims  all  the  feeling 
would  be  enlisted  against  the  Government  and  in  favor  of  the  claim- 
ants,  and  the  appointees  should  possess  sufficient  firmness  to  resist 
their  sympathies  and  deal  equitably  with  bot^  the  Individual  and  the 
Gtovemment.  I  am  desirous  of  mt^ng  these  appointments  as  early 
as  possible  and  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  from  you  any  suggestions 
which  will  aid  me  in  selecting  suitable  persons  in  Georgia. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


SURaBON-GENBRAIi'S  OFFICE, 

^        Bichmond,  Fa.,  Jtme  S7t  IS64. 

Surg.  S.  E.  ChailiJ:, 

Ocmidgee  Hospital^  Macon,  Ga.: 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  11th  instuit,  and 
in  reply  have  to  state  for  your  information  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
authorizes  payment  for  negroes  at  the  rate  of  $400  per  annum,  con- 
sidering tliat  sum  not  more  than  equal  to  $300  with  clothing.  Ton 
cannot  allow  owners  of  n^roes  to  draw  the  commutation  for  their 
rations,  they  agreeing  to  feed  them.  Such  policy  would  result  in  the 
negroes  stealing  supplies  from  the  hospitals;  and  besides,  General 
OMers,  No.  25,  require  surgeons  in  charge  to  draw  this  commutation 
and  expend  it.  If,  with  the  additional  $100  allowed,  negroes  cannot 
be  retained  with  their  owners'  consent,  they  must  be  impressed  into 
service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  MOORE, 
Surgeon-Gen&'al  C.  8.  Army, 


Digitized  by 


CONFEDEBATE  AUTHOBITIES. 


517 


[June  27,  1864.— For  S.  D.  Lee  to  Davis,  reqnestmg  that  certain 
reserve  forces  in  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  East  Louisiana  be  called 
into  active  service,  and  indorsements  thereon,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LII, 
Part  n,  p.  679.] 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richrrumd,  Fa.,  June  29,  I864. 

General  S.  D.  Lee, 

Meridian,  Miss.: 

Experienoe  of  the  mischiefs  resulting  in  many  ways  from  snthority  •- 
to  raise  nev  organizations  within  the  enemy's  lines,  concurring  vnm 
the  !^<Hdden1^s  fixed  opinion,  constrains  me  to  withhold  the  authority 
you  adk  in  yoor  tel^rram  of  25th.*  Every  effort  i^ould  be  made  to 
consoribe  and  assign  to  old  organizations  men  of  military  age  when- 
ever accessible. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  Va.,  June  29,  I864. 

Col.  George  B.  Hodge: 

(Care  of  H.  R.  Davis,  Woodville,  Miss.) 
Abuses  are  said  to  exist  in  relation  to  trade  in  cotton,  Involving  the 
publle  property  and  Qovemment  officers.   Make  investigation  in 
regard  to  it  in  the  region  of  your  insx)eotion. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


[June  29,  1864. — ^For  Anderson  to  Bragg,  in  relation  to  the  oi^an- 
ization  and  employment  of  Florida  reserves,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  IJII, 
p.  345.] 


General  Orders,  )       Abjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  57.         J  Richniandy  Jwtie  SO,  I864. 

I.  Persons  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  of  age  will  not 
be  permitted  to  hold  office  in  the  reserve  forces  unless  they  are  phys- 
ically unfit  for  active  duty  or  permanently  exempt  from  field  duty. 

n.  Staff  officers  for  the  reserve  forces  will  be  appointed  from  that 
class,  or  assigned  from  the  lists  of  retired  or  supernumerary  officers. 

in.  Men  detailed  from  the  Army  will  constitute  a  portion  of  the 
reserve  forces  at  the  posts  where  they  are  serving,  and  will  do  duty 
■with  them  when  the  reserves  are  called  into  active  service. 

IV.  The  appropriation  made  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
February  17,  1864,  for  the  pay  of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
privates,  and  clerks,  including  current  and  extraordinary  expenses,  in 
the  conscription  service,  will  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  upon  requi- 
sitions in  the  usual  form,  made  by  the  superlntondent  of  the  Bureau 
of  Conscription  in  favor  of  such  bonded  officers  as  may  be  designated 
by  him. 

y.  Funds  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  such  quartermastors 
attadied  to  the  oonsmpt  servioe  in  each  State  as  may  be  deemed 
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expedient  by  the  superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscription,  and 
■will  be  disbursed  upon  similar  vouchers,  and,  as  near  as  may  be, 
according  to  the  forms  and  regulations  prescribed  for  the  Quarter-  i 
master^s  Department.  All  returns,  vouchers,  reports,  accounts  | 
current,  abstracts,  and  summary  statements  connected  with  the  dis- 
bursement of  these  funds  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Con-  | 
scription  at  the  stated  periods  and  in  the  manner  and  form  prescribed  | 
by  the  general  regulations  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department.  , 

YI.  All  accounts  for  pay  of  officers,  clerks,  and  employ^,  and  for 
current  and  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  conscription  senrice,  will 
be  paid  only  upon  the  order  or  approval  of  the  commandant  of  con-  I 
scripts  for  the  State  wherein  such  accounts  and  expenses  may  be  ' 
incurred,  or  upon  the  order  or  approval  of  the  superintendent  of  the 
Bureau  of  Conscription.  , 

VIT.  The  compensation  and  commutation  or  other  allowances  of  I 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates  of  the  Army  who 
may  be  detailed  for  service  under  the  orders  of  the  Bureau  of  Con-  I 
scription  will  bo  paid,  as  heretofore,  by  quartermasters,  out  of  the  I 
appropriation  for  pay  of  the  Army  and  the  service  of  Uie  Qnarter- 
master's  Department.  j 

VIII.  The  superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  will  estab- 
lish such  additional  special  regulations  as  he  may  deem  netiessary  for 
the  instruction  and  control  of  disbursing  and  other  officers  of  the  con* 
script  service  in  the  disbursement  of  the  appropriation  for  that  service. 

IX.  When  a  command  is  ordered  away  or  separated  from  the  com- 
missary of  subsistence  under  whom  a  hospital  fund  has  accrued,  he 
will  turn  over  the  fund  to  the  commissary  or  acting  commissary  of 
such  command. 

X.  Paragraph  VIII,  General  Orders,  No.  125,  1863,  is  hereby  , 
revoked.  Commanding  oflficei*s  of  regiments,  battalions,  Ac,  will  ' 
cause  to  bo  made  out  on  the  lat  and  15th  of  each  month  a  roll  of  alt  i 
deserters  and  absentees  from  their  commands  and  forward  the  same,  | 
through  the  proper  channels,  to  Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Preston,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Bureau  of  Conscription.  The  roll  will  embrace  the 
company  and  regiment  to  which  the  deserter  or  absentee  belongs,  the  . 
county  in  which  he  resides,  where  it  is  supposed  he  may  be  found,  and  I 
such  other  information  as  may  lead  to  his  prompt  arrest.  This  order  I 
will  not  apply  to  commands  in  the  Trans-Miwissippi  Department. 

XI.  The  reserve  forces  of  the  several  States  are  under  the  perma-  | 
nent  direction  and  control  of  the  general  officers  respectively  assigned  ! 
to  their  command  by  the  President.  Department,  district,  and  other 
commanders  of  the  active  forces  may  have,  for  the  time  being,  the 
direction  of  the  military  movements  of  such  reserve  forces  as  may  bo 
turned  over  to  their  command  for  service,  but  are  forbidden  to  disband 
those  forces,  or  otherwise  interfere  with  any  matters  pertaining  to 
their  permanent  organization,  except  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
general  commanding  the  reserves  of  a  State. 

XII.  When  no  longer  required  for  service  with  the  active  forces  the 
reserve  troops  will  be  immediately  turned  over  to  the  commander  of 
reserves  for  the  State.  I 

XIII.  General  officers  commanding  reserves  for  the  several  States 
will  be  held  responsible  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  efficiency  and 
permanent  organization  of  their  commands. 

XIV.  Leaves  of  alienee  and  furloughs  will  not  be  granted  to  reserve 
troops,  except  by  the  general  commanding  the  reserves  for  the  States 
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to  which  they  belong,  or  in  accordance  with  regulations  prescribed 
in  his  orders;  but  leaves  of  absence  and  furloughs  will  not  be  granted 
to  reserve  forces  serving  in  the  field  if,  in  the  Judgment  of  depart- 
ment commanders,  it  be  incompatible  with  the  public  safety  to  grant 
them. 
By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Aifjutant  and  Iruqjedor  General. 


Circular  1  Confederate  States  of  America, 

V    War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 
No.  25.    ^  Bichmondy  Fa.,  June  30,  1864. 

Commandants  of  conscripts  will  forthwith  oommonlcate  to  enrolling 
officers  these  instructions,  made  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

In  th$  class  of  reserves  enrolling  officers  will  under  no  circum- 
stances receive  applications  for  or  grant  details  until  after  the  organ- 
ization of  the  companies  and  the  transmission  of  the  rolls  to  the 
general  commanding  the  reserves,  and  tiien  only  under  instructions 
from  said  generals  commanding. 

By  a  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  War  the  jurisdiction  of  the  eon- 
script  authorities  over  the  classes  of  reserves  extends  simply  and 
exclusively  to  granting  exemptions  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress 
entitled  "An  act  to  organize  forces  to  serve  during  the  war." 

These  exemptions  are  provided  for  in  the  tenth  section  of  said  act, 
but  there  shall  be  excluded  from  these  exemptions  thus  authorized  to 
be  granted  in  the  reserve  eUtsses  all  contained  in  the  last  clause  of 
the  fourth  paragraph  of  said  section  from  the  words  "in  addition  to 
the  foregoing  exemptions"  to  the  conclusion  of  said  fourth  paragraph. 

Except  as  herein  specified,  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  reserve 
classes  enrolling  oflBcers,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  are  to 
obey  the  orders  of  generals  commanding  reserves,  but  no  enrolling 
officer,  under  any  plea,  will  be  held  to  be  excused  from  the  full  per- 
formance of  his  regular  duties  prescribed  by  and  under  the  orders  of 
this  Bureau,  and  no  assertion  that  duties  under  orders  of  the  general 
commanding  reserves  have  prevented  the  due  performance  of  other 
duties  will  be  accepted  by  this  Bureau.  The  Secretary  of  War  has 
directed  all  details  heretofore  granted  inconsistent  with  these  instruc- 
tions will  be  promptly  revoked  and  the  men  placed  on  the  company 
rolls. 

Paragraph  XIV  of  Circular  No.  8,  Bureau  of  Conscription,  current 
series,  is  hereby  revoked. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Pn^ton : 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
AssisUmt  AdljutanirQenercd. 


[June  — ,  1864. — For  Claybrook,  Straughan,  and  Brent  to  Davis, 
soliciting  the  exemption  of  Northumberland  County,  Ya.,  from  further 
conscrif^ion  on  condition  of  serving  in  companies  for  home  defense, 
and  indorsements  thereon,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XL,  Part  II,  p.  704.] 
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(kmsalidated  abttract  front  returns  of  the  Confederate  Amiy  on  or  about  June 

30,1364. 

[Canpllsd  ftom  «ieh  rstnnw  m  an  on      ]it  Uie  War  DsputoMiK.] 


Comnuuid. 

Praaont  for  doty. 

Aggro, 
praunt. 

Aggro- 
gate 

praaont 
and 

abaent. 

DeiiarUueiit  of  Weslern  Virginift  and  Kut 
OepMtnMnt  of  North  Ouolink  and  Sontlwm 

4,861 
MS 

ftl.OM 
2,«» 

ft.  784 

00,141 

8,800 

7,178 

101,401 

o> 

0,100 

'nrgintob  (BewreMrd}. 

DeMtranent  of  Sonth  Cuottna,  Q«orKlA.  Mid 
FloridkJJoiiM). 

DepMlinent  of  AUbuna.  Mlatiaaippl,  and 
East  LonlBiana  (S.  D.  L«e). 

Siatrlot  ixt  Veatem  MMTtli  CwoliBajPalmert . 
InuOClHlaatppl  Dapartnunta  (B.E;.8liiltti>. 

Total  

7U 

«,0M 
l,l«8 

M 

«e 

m 

11. 114 

5S.6B1 
13,  S13 

3,905 
800 
1,101 

14,278 
n.441 

]fl,e8S 

4,084 
1,017 
8,080 

18,383 

137,092 
20,833 

7,30B 
1,0» 
4,870 

lt,lU|  ltt,4» 

104;  704 

811,847 

Date  of 

rot  am. 


Judo  80,1804. 
Aag.l,US4. 

JnnoSt^UH. 


J  uim  00,1864. 

JaQo30.1«64. 
JunaSOiiaU. 

JaiioaO.1864. 
Jnlj  1,1860. 
Jww  80,1804. 


alnoluding  tfaeSopartniMktof  North  Caroliaa  and  Sontbcon  Yirglala,  bat  oxatBaJve  of  tbo 
Ami7  Corps  (Earl:r).  tomporarily  dotaohed,  and  Daarfng'a  Mgadoof  oavalir,  notreportad. 

blncludtHlin  tho  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 
e  No  retoma  of  an  approximate  date. 

d  Exclusive  of  the  Ueorgia  State  troops  under  O.  W.  Bmith,  for  which  there  are  no  retams. 

«  Smbrame  only  the  returns  of  the  Firat  and  Second  Sab-Dlatriota  of  Texas  ( Sawea  and  Bataa  com- 
ntanding,  respectively).  There  are  no  complete  returns  of  the  department  on  file  between  Janoary  i 
1864,  and  September  80, 1804.    The  rt'tiim  ror  the  latter  date  is,  however,  nnlntelltgibly  prepand,  and 
the usnid fom  of  abstract  cannot,  therefore,  be  compiled.  It  ahowa  a  "total  onUstad  proaeat"  of 
40,027;  "»ggn^t»fnttiat,"  ta,Wli  "aggrogataiireaant  and  abaent, "70,884. 


CONFBDERATR  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  NAVY  DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond,  Jvly  1,  1864. 

The  President: 

Sir:  I  deem  it  proper  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  inclosed  statements 
of  the  several  officers  in  charge  of  naval  ordnance  works,  disclosing 
as  they  do  an  evil  from  which  serious  embarrassments  to  the  public 
interests  are  suffered. 

The  letters  inclosed  show  that  much  of  the  machinery  and  power  of 
these  valuable  establishments  are  lost  to  the  Government  for  the  want 
of  a  few  mechanics  who  are  in  the  field  and  who,  from  time  to  time, 
have  been  asked  for.   The  Selma  works  cannot  make  more  than  one 
gun  in  a  week,  whereas  with  a  proper  number  of  mechanics  it  conld 
manufacture,  with  carriages  and  equipments  complete,  three  in  a  week,  , 
and  in  a  few  months  one  every  day ;  and  not  only  our  vessels  at  Mobile, 
but  all  the  land  works  for  its  defense,  could  be  supplied  with  he^ivy 
banded  and  rifled  ordnance.    It  has  sufficient  tool^  and  power  to  I 
furnish  all  the  shot  and  shell  for  the  Navy,  whereas  it  has  not  been  I 
able  to  supply  them  for  the  few  guns  it  has  made. 

Lieutenant  McCorkle,  at  Atlanta,  reports  that  he  cannot  fill  even 
the  limited  orders  sent  him  for  monitions  of  war  for  the  want  of 
mechanics. 

Chief  Engineer  Ramsay,  at  Charlotte,  says  that  **a  number  of  the 
most  important  tools  of  the  shops  are  idle  a  lai^  {Kirtion  of  the  timo 
for  the  want  of  mechanics  to  work  them."  He  refers  also  to  his  ina- 
bility, without  meohanios,  to  do  the  work  required  of  him  on  looomo- 
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tive  engines  for  railroads,  and  says  that  though  working  at  night  and 
on  Sunday  lie  cannot  fill  the  orders  sent  him  for  mnnitions  of  war. 

These  reports  possess  special  interest  at  this  time,  when  we  are 
informed  by  the  proprietors  of  the  Tred^ar  "Works  that  they  cannot 
fnmish  us  with  gun-iron,  the  Grace  furnace  having  been  destroyed 
by  the  enemy. 

The  weight  of  the  guns  now  employed  in  our  land  works  renders 
their  removal  upon  the  withdrawal  of  trooi»  impracticable;  and 
should  we  be  compelled  to  retire  from  Richmond  the  lai^st  jwrtion 
of  such  guns  in  the  Confederacy  would  necessarily  be  lost.  These 
considerations  suggest  the  importance  of  having  a  supply  of  such 
guns  distributed  at  many  points.  There  is  not  a  spare  one  in  the 
Confederacy. 

The  reports  of  the  enemy's  naval  officers  commanding  iron-dad 
ships  concur  with  the  resists  of  our  own  experiments  in  showing 
that  the  heavy  navy  rifles  are  the  most  effective  ordnance  yet  used 
against  those  vessel.  Their  range  and  accuracy  are  very  satisfac- 
tory; and,  while  some  of  them  have  been  fired  without  visible  strain 
from  500  to  1,500  times  in  conflict,  none  of  them  have  burst  when 
properly  handled.  In  establishing  the  battery  at  Hewlett's  recently 
we  were  compelled  to  remove  one  VU-inch  rifle  from  Drewiy*s  Bluff — 
the  only  one  at  that  point — and  one  from  the  gun-boat  Drewry;  and 
the  gun  which  was  dismounted  in  this  battery  by  the  enemy  still 
remains  unhanded  for  the  want  of  mechanics  to  do  the  work. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  have  the  honor  to  suggest  that  a  board 
of  army  and  navy  officers  be  directed  to  ascertain  and  report  the 
number  and  class  of  mechanics  required  to  develop  the  full  power  of 
the  public  Ediops  employed  upon  munitions  of  war,  and  that  details 
to  meet  these  demands  be  made  from  conscript  camps  or  the  Army. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  MALLORY,  - 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[iBclMnra  No.  1.] 
COlfHANDANT'S  OFFICE,  NaVAL  STATION, 

Charlotte,  N.  C,  May  6,  I864. 

Commander  John  M.  Brooke, 

Chief  Bureau  Ordnance  and  Hydrography ,  Hichmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  directing  me  to 
inform  you  more  clearly  of  the  necessity  of  detailing  additional 
mechanics  to  be  employed  in  these  works,  I  have  to  state  that  a  num- 
ber of  our  most  important  tools  are  idle  a  large  portion  of  the  time 
for  the  want  of  mechanics  to  work  them,  and  some  of  these  tools,  the 
steam  hammer  for  instance,  are  the  only  tools  of  their  class  in  the 
Confederacy,  and  many  of  the  large  forgings  required  in  the  building 
and  arming  of  war  vessels  can  only  be  made  with  the  assistance  of 
these  tools. 

In  addition  to  this  there  are  now  six  locomotives  on  the  railroads 
between  Wilmington  and  Richmond  thrown  out  of  use  owing  to  their 
crank  axles  having  been  broken,  and  new  axles  can  only  be  foiled  at 
this  establishment.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  ordered  this  work 
to  be  done  here,  as  tlie  locomotives  are  greatly  needed  to  transport 
supplies  to  the  Army  and  Navy,  but  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  con- 
siderable headway  on  them,  as  our  present  force  is  inadequate  to 
manufacture  projectiles,  gun  carriages,  Ac,  for  arming  vessels  as 
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fast  as  tliey  are  required.  At  this  time  we  are  Tortdn^  at  night  and 
on  Sundays  and  still  are  not  able  to  fiU  lorders  for  munitions  of  war  as 

.is  desired. 

I  understand  from  you  that  the  iron-clad  Virginia  at  Richmond  is 
now  in  readiness  for  action  except  her  gun  carriages  and  wrought-iron 
projectiles,  which  are  being  made  at  these  wor^.  If  we  had  a  full 
force  of  mechanics  this  work  would  have  been  finished  in  one-half 
the  time. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  additional  mechanics  required  to  give 
employment  to  the  tools,  forges,  and  furnaces  now  in  operation: 

Seven  machinists,  eight  blacksmiths,  eight  gun-carriage  makers, 
two  blookmakers,  one  pattern  maker,  one  coppersmith,  two  molders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A8HT0N  RAMSAY, 
Chief  EngineeTj  C.  8.  Navy,  in  Charge, 

[iDoloaoni  "So.  2.] 

Naval  Ordnance  Woeks, 

Atlanta,  May  7,  I884, 

Capt.  J.  M.  Brooke,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography^ 

Nnvy  Department^  Richmond^  Va.: 

Snt:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  I  would  state  that 
there  are  employed  at  these  works  at  present  three  molders,  four 
machinists,  and  one  blacksmith,  exclusive  of  the  foreman.  I  require, 
to  perform  ordinary  work,  nine  molders,  five  blacksmith^  and  eleven 
machinists.  I  have  been  prevented  from  manufacturing  munitions 
of  war  (enough  to  supply  orders)  by  the  want  of  mechanics.  At  one 
time  last  year  I  had  no  lumber  for  shell  boxes,  and  the  commander  of 
the  camp  of  instruction  in  this  district  refused  to  detail  a  sawyer  who 
owncMl  a  mill  on  the  ground  that  the  man  wished  to  get  out  of  tlie 
Army  by  obtaining  a  contract. 

I  have  been  for  four  jnonths  unable  to  have  foiled  the  wrought-iron 
bolts  for  the  Brooke  gun  for  the  want  of  blacksmiths.  Major-Gteneral 
Maury  detailed  a  second-rate  blacksmith  to  me,  but  revoked  the  order 
two  weeks  ago,  remanding  him  to  his  regiment,  although  wrought-iron 
bolts  will  be  an  important  item  in  the  defense  of  Mobile.  Nearly  all 
the  lathes  are  idle  for  want  of  hands.  The  officers  do  not  seem  to  be 
aware  that  each  rifle  shell  has  to  be  turned  in  a  lathe. 

I  have  asked  for  details  until  I  am  tired;  and  even  those  conscripts 
who  are  unwillingly  detailed  to  the  works  are  accompanied  by  so 
many  orders  and  so  many  papers  (the  orders  are  chMiged  once  a 
week)  that  a  clerk  is  constantly  employed  to  try  and  keep  their  papers 
correct. 

It  would  appear  that  officers  employed  in  manufacturing  ordnance 
are  not  deemed  patriotic  by  the  Conscript  Bureau,  as  they  seem  to 
think  that  an  officer  who  asks  for  the  detail  of  a  man  to  do  Govern- 
ment work  is  doing  something  wrong.  They  require  so  many  descrip- 
tive lists  of  him,  so  many  certificates,  that  it  ia  absolutely  appalling. 
I  think  with  the  additional  number  of  mechanics  mentioned  above, 
detailed  for  the  war,  I  could  prepare  six  times  (or  more)  as  much 
ammunition  and  ordnance  stores  as  I  do  now. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  P.  McCORKLE, 
lAevienmitt  Commanding  Naval  Ordnance  Works. 
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[Indoaure  No.  3.} 

SeIiMa  Cannon  Foundry, 

May  8,  I864. 

Commander  John  M.  Brooke,  C.  S.  Navy, 

In  Charge t  &c.,  Richmond^  Va.: 
SiB:  Oar  facilities  for  completing  gttus  have  been  lately  much 
increased  by  improTements  in  the  machinery  for  boring  and  turning 
the-gnns  and  bands.  But  these  improvements  will  not  benefit  us  if 
our  blacksmith  force  is  not  increased.  We  want  more  good  black- 
smiths for  heavy  forging.  We  now  do  not  average  more  bands  than 
for  one  gun  a  week.  If  the  bands  could  be  forged  elsewhere  it  would 
assist. 

Very  respectfully, 

CATESBY  AP  R.  JONES, 

Commandant. 

[Inoloenre  Ko.  4.] 

Naval  Gun  Foundry  and  Ordnance  Works, 

Sdma,  May  Uy  I864. 

Commander  J.  M.  BROOKE, 

Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography y  Eichmond,  Va.: 

SiB:  Yours  of  the  2d  instant  in  relation  to  the  number  of  mechanics 
needed  for  these  works  has  been  received.  I  have  repeatedly  called 
the  attention  of  the  Department  to  this  subject.  my  applica- 
tions for  mechanics  been  granted  the  rolling-mill  would  have  been 
in  operation  last  fall  and  it  would  have  rolled  iron  enough  for  all  our 
vessels,  and  we  would  al»o  have  cast  guns  for  all  their  batteries  and 
furnished  them  to  the  fortifications.  The  rolling-mill  is  not  yet  in 
operation.  We  now  cannot  turn  out  more  than  one  gun  a  week,  but 
with  a  proper  number  of  mechanics  could  turn  out  three  a  week,  and 
in  a  few  months  one  a  day.  We  have  not  been  able  to  furnish  shot 
and  shell  for  the  guns  we  have  made.  We  ought  to  supply  the  whole 
Navy. 

In  addition  to  our  present  force  we  could  employ  with  great  advan- 
tage to  the  Government  twenty-five  molders,  twenty-five  machinists, 
and  twenty  blacksmiths,  and  if  the  works  are  to  be  increased,  forty 
carpenters  ai;id  masons. 
Very  respectfully, 

CATESBY  AP  R.  JONES, 

CommandanL 


Circular.]    Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richimndy  T  a.,  July  J,  I864. 
The  act  of  Congress  approved  February  17,  1864,  and  incorporated 
in  General  Orders,  No.  26,  current  series,  declares  that  the  duties  of 
provost  and  hospital  ^ards  and  clerks,  of  clerks,  guards,  agents, 
employ^,  or  laborers  in  the  Commissary,  Quartermaster's,  and  Ord- 
nance Departments  shall  be  performed  by  persons  within  eighteen  and 
forty-five  years  of  age  who  are  reported,  by  a  board  of  army  sturgeons, 
unable  to  perform  active  duty  in  the  field;  and  when  that  class  shall 
have  been  exhausted,  by  those  between  forty-five  and  fifty  years. 
General  orders  enjoin  upon  officers  the  observance  of  this  law,  and 
(dlow  details  of  able-bodied  men  to  continue  nntil  the  10th  of  April, 
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1864,  when  the  head  of  any  department  or  the  chief  of  any  bnrean,  or 
the  principal  officer  of  the  same  in  any  State,  Bhall  certify  them  to  be 
necessaiy  for  that  time  to  carry  on  the  buBineBS  in  wMch  they  are 
^ployed. 

Subsequently  the  Secretary  of  War  issued  the  following  instmc- 
ti<ms: 

That  the  chief  of  fhe  dmartment  ahonld  certitj : 

First  That  the  detail  u  indiBpensaldy  neoesaar;  for  the  bnainen  tat  which  it 
isaaked. 

Second.  That  diligent  effort  hag  been  made  to  obtain  the  serriceB  of  a  ^encm 
not  liable  to  military  service  in  the  field,  and  that  such  effort  will  be  continued. 

Third.  And  furnish  a  descriptiTe  list  of  the  detailed  persons.  No  details  will 
be  granted  by  the  Borean  of  Conscription  for  any  department  of  the  GtoTermnent 
except  on  snch  certificate  signed  by  ^e  chief.  The  certificate  of  any  inferior 
officer  will  not  be  admissible.  The  details  will  be  made  for  six  months,  subject 
to  revocation  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  their  renewal  will  be  dependent  on 
the  terms  of  the  certificate  preaented.  Ap^ication  fbr  these  detailB  •wm  be  made 
to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription. 

It  is  represented  that,  notwithstanding  these  orders  and  the  severe 
penalty  attached  tfi  the  violation  of  the  law,  few  persons  fit  for  field 
daty  and  detailed  in  the  Department  and  Bureau  have  been  returned 
to  their  commands  or  turned  over  to  the  officers  of  the  Conscription 
Bureau;  and  that  the  certificates  required  by  the  orders  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  have  been  rarely  furnished.  In  consideration  of  these 
facts,  the  President  directs  me  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the 
law  and  x>rders  under  it,  and  to  require  that  you  cause  a  prompt 
investigation  to  be  made  throughout  your  departoient  to  the  end  that 
it  may  be  shown  that  officers  have  violated  and  are  now  disregardinf; 
the  law.  The  reiwrts  of  subordinate  officers  should  be  consolidated 
in  your  office,  and  show  the  name  of  the  officer  and  the  number  of 
clerks,  t&c.,  their  age  and  physical  condition,  and  by  whose  authority 
he  employs  them.  You  will  state  from  the  evidence  exhibited  by  the 
officer  whether  the  law  in  the  case  of  each  clerk,  Ac,  has  been  con- 
formed to.  The  consolidated  reports  will  be  forwarded  from  time  to 
time  to  this  office. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Ac^jutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


CONFEDBRA.TB  STATES  OF  AUBRICA,  WaB  DBPABTMENT, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  July  i,  iSftf. 
Mrs.  Sabah  E.  IIowsntok  and  Othbr  Ladies, 

Halifax  Court-House,  N.  C: 

Ladies:  The  President  has  referred  to  this  Department  your  peti- 
tion in  behalf  of  the  deserters  from  the  Army.  The  feelings  of  sym- 
pathy and  consideration  which  induced  your  appeal  are  fully  appre- 
ciated, and  felt  to  be  honorable  and  natural  to  the  sensibilities  of  the 
gentler  sex.  You  do  not,  however,  fully  realize'  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  maintaining  the  discipline  of  the  Army  and  retaining  the  sol- 
diers to  tiieir  standards,  and  that  the  rigid  enCorcement  of  the  deatii 
penalty,  painful  and  distressing  as  it  naturally  is  to  the  feelii^s,  is  in 
reality  the  course  of  humanity,  and  by  preventing  offenses  in  the  end 
saves  lives.  The  course  of  the  authorities  has  been  marked  perhaps 
with  too  great  leniency  to  deserters,  who  have  frequently  been  granted 
amnesties,  uid  it  has  become,  in  the  judgment  of  all  our  generals,  who 
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depfore  the  fact,  a  necessity  to  enforce  the  law  rigidly.  It  must  be 
recollected  that  in  time  of  war,  and  especially  such  a  war,  desertion 
is  the  betrayal  of  one*s  countiy  and  among  the  greatest  of  crimes. 
These  considerations,  it  is  hoped,  will  vindicate  the  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  reconcile  the  most  humane  to  the  sad  necessity  existing 
for  enforcing  the  penalties  of  the  law. 

Very  lespectfoUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[July  2,  1864. — ^For  Davis  to  Clark,  in  relation  to  organizing  the 
reserves  of  Mississippi,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LII,  Part  II,  p.  685.] 


No.  7A.]  17  Savile  Row,  London  West,  July  4,  2864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  The  Hon.  James  E.  Ward  reached  Paris  on  the  21st  of  March, 
and  delivered  me  your  letter  of  6th  of  January.  After  negotiating 
with  him  and  those  he  represented  for  five  weeks  the  negotiations 
terminated  on  the  26th  of  April  in  the  inclosed  proposition  from  Mr. 
E.  P.  Stringer,  managing  directorof  the  Mercantile  Trading  Company 
(alias  O.  H.  Reid  &  Co.),  with  whom  the  Ordnance  Bureau  has  a  large 
partnemhip  contract.  *  This  proposition  I  of  course  declined.  I  have 
since  made  arrangements  with  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  to 
furnish  the  Government  with  eight  first-class  steamers,  to  be  pur- 
chased by  or  built  under  the  directions  of  Captain  Bulloch.  Two  of 
these  steamers,  the  Bat  and  the  Owl,  have  already  been  purchased, 
and  will  leave  for  Bermuda  on  the  1st  of  August.  The  six  others  are 
contracted  for,  to  be  ready  for  sea  as  follows — say  two  in  November, 
two  in  December,  and  two  in  April,  1865. 

I  have  also  made  an  arrangement  with  the  highly  respectable  firm 
of  J.  K.  Gilliat  A  Co.  to  advance  £150,000  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing or  building  other  steamers  to  run  on  Government  account, 
produce  to  be  consigned  to  them.  For  this  advance  I  pay  5  per  cent, 
commission  and  7  per  cent,  interest,  and  the  usual  mercantile  com- 
mission of  2^  -per  cent,  for  selling  the  produce,  I  lodging  with  them 
bonds  of  the  £3,000,000  cotton  loan,  at  the  market  value,  to  net  the 
£150,000,  with  a  margin  of  25  percent.  As  Messrs.  Gilliat  &  Co.  have 
the  money  ready,  this  entire  line  might  be  started  at  onc«,  if  the 
proper  steamers  could  be  found,  but  the  difficulty  is  in  getting 
steamers  ready  built  that  are  suited  to  the  trade.  Captain  Bulloch, 
with  whom  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  to  consult 
as  to  the  character  and  fitness  of  the  steamers,  is  now  negotiating  for 
two  on  the  Clyde,  which  will  be  ready  for  sea  during  the  month  of 
August.  Thus  we  expect  to  get  off  four  first-class  paddle-wheel 
steamers  during  the  month  of  August.  On  their  fir^t  outward  trips 
they  all  will  be  sent  to  Bermuda,  where  I  understand  there  is  a  large 
accumulation  of  Government  freight;  thence  they  will  be  consigned 
to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bayne.  The  other  steamers  to  be  supplied 
under  the  Gilliat  contract  will  be  built  as  speedily  as  possible.  The 
plans  and  specifications  are  ready,  and  negotiations  are  goiii^r  on 

"IncloBnre  not  foaad. 
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with  tlio  builders.  The  whole  will  be  "-"eady  for  sea  dnring  the 
month  of  December.  Thns  you  ■will  see  that  I  have  made  provision 
for  fourteen  steamers,  four  of  which  will  leave  here  during  the 
month  of  August,  eight  in  December,  and  two  (the  last  of  the 
Fraser,  Trenholm  <fc  Co.  Line)  in  April,  1865.  The  two  bought  by 
Messrs.  F.,  T.  &  Co.— the  Bat  and  wie  Owl — and  the  two  we  expect 
to  purchase  on  the  Clyde  are  the  four  best  steamers  now  being  built 
in  the  kingdom,  and  are  greatly  superier  to  most  of  the  steamers 
heretofore  engaged  in  the  blockade  business.  They  are  built  of 
steel,  and  will  cany  1,000  bales  of  cotton  each  on  a  draft  of  seven 
feet  water  and  with  an  average  speed  of  thirteen  knots  per  hour. 
Those  to  be  built  will  be  superior  to  these,  and  will,  I  think,  haye 
such  sea-going  qualities,  combined  with  sx>eed,  as  will  greatlj'  reduce 
the  danger  of  running  the  blockade.  A  certain  part  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  produce  brought  out  by  these  steamers  will  be  set  aside  to 
keep  up  the  lines,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  Government  will 
have  the  means  in  its  own  hands  to  obtain  all  the  supplies  req^  'red 
abroad  without  incurring  any  further  foreign  debt. 

That  there  may  be  no  want  of  supplies  for  the  Army  until  we  begin 
to  reap  the  result  of  these  enterprises,  I  have  made  a  contract  with 
Alex.  Collie  &  Co.  for  £150,000  clothing  and  quartermaster's  supplies 
to  be  purchased  bj  Maj.  J.  B.  Ferguson,  and  for  £50,000  ordnance 
and  medical  supplies  to  be  purchased  by  Maj.  C.  Huse.  A  copy  of 
the  contract  you  will  find  inclosed.  Already  one  of  Mr.  Collie's  steam- 
ers, the  Falcon,  to  be  employed  in  carrying  out  this  contract,  has 
sailed  for  Bermuda,  and  the  second  steamer,  the  Flamingo,  which 
takes  this,  will  sail  to-morrow.  Major  Huse  has  purchased  abont 
£30,000  on  his  credit  under  this  contract,  a  part  of  which  (medical 
stores)  went  on  the  Falcon,  and  he  hopes  to  get  off  some  other  light 
goods  by  the  Flamingo.  Major  B'erguson  has  placed  orders  for  the 
whole  amount  of  his  credit,  and  the  entire  contract  will  go  forward 
to  the  islands  within  five  months.  ' 

As  above  stated,  two  of  the  steamers  of  tlie  line  to  be  employed  in 
this  business  may  be  said  already  to  have  commenced  work.  The 
other  two  will  sail,  one  in  the  middle  of  July,  the  other  the  Ist  of 
August,  and  the  goods  will  be  speedily  arriving -at  "Wilmington. 
Therefore,  no  timer  should  be  lost  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
and  Ordnance  Bureau  in  getting  cotton  ready  at  the  ports,  to  be 
exchanged  for  the  goods  on  deliTery  as  per  the  contract.  May  I 
respectfully  ask  that  yon  will  give  instructions  to  this  effect? 

In  a  letter  to  the  Quartermaster-General  of  7th  of  May  I  advised 
him  that  I  should  make  a  contract  with  Mr.  Collie  for  his  depart- 
ment for  carrying  out  that  made  with  Mr.  Tait,  at  Richmond,  and 
sent  to  me  for  confirmation.  Mr.  Tait  lias  arranged  with  Mr.  Collie 
and  Major  Ferguson  to  furnish  £50,000  of  ready-made  clothing  at 
prices  somewhat  lower  than  those  named  in.  the  contract  drawn  up  at 
Richmond,  and  he  waives  the  5  per  cent. ,  as  Mr.  Collie  pays  him  cash 
for  the  goods  on  delivery.  He  also  pays  cash  for  the  purchases  of 
Majors  Huse  and  Ferguson,  for  which,  you  will  perceive  by  reference 
to  the  contract,  he  is  allowed  2^  per  cent.  The  balance  (£100,000) 
will  be  invested  in  such  general  quartermaster's  supplies  as  Major 
Ferguson  has  the  most  pressing  orders  for. 

ll^e  first  trips  of  these  steamers  in  may  not  take  goods  enough  to 
pay  for  full  outward  cargoes,  as  per  contract,  but  very  soon  they  will 
take  in  more  in  value  than  they  can  bring  out.  I  therefore  request 
that  you  will  direct  Colonel  Bayne  to  give  the  steamers  of  this  line 
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fnlL  outward  cargoes  of  cotton.  It  is  anderstood  with  Mr.  Collie  that 
if  any  of  the  inward  cargoes  are  lost  or  captured,  and  he  should  have 
received  cotton  in  excess  of  goods  delivered,  that  he  will  pay  for  such 
excess  at  the  rate  of  8d.  per  pound  in  sterling,  or  he  will  duplicate 
the  goods,  at  the  option  of  the  Qovemment.  In  addition  taj^ljis  con- 
tract I  have  opened  a  credit  with  Messrs.  J.  K.  Gilliat  A  Co.  for  the 
Ordnance  Bureau,  which  has  enabled  Major  Huse  to  complete  the 
contracts  for  all  the  machinery  required  for  the  works  of  Colonel 
Rains,  Major  Mallet,  and  Superintendent  Burton,  and  the  machinery 
ia  now  in  process  of  construction.  To  obtain  this  credit  I  deposited 
with  Messrs.  Gilliat  &  Co.  $1,000,000  8  per  cent.  Confederate  bonds 
belonging  to  the  Ordnance  Bnrean,  and  pay  them  2^  per  cent,  com- 
mission for  the  credit  and  7  per  cent,  interest.  The  credit  extends 
over  a  period  of  twelye  months,  though  Major  Ilnse  expects  to  get  all 
the  machinery  off  much  sooner.  I  have  also  authorized  Major  Huse 
to  purchase,  at  six  months'  credit,  rifles,  carbines,  pistols,  cavalry 
eqni  ments,  leather,  harness,  Ac,  to  the  extent  of  £40,000.  Under 
this  credit  he  informs  me  that  he  can  purchase  from  certain  parties 
almost  aa  cheap  as  he  could  for  cash,  interest  off.  Major  Ferguson 
also  informs  me  that  he  can  purchase  from  the  Lancastershire  and 
Yorkshire  manufacturers,  at  four  and  six  months,  on  the  credit  of 
the  Government,  but  I  have  not  thought  it  advisable  to  go  beyond 
the  £40,000  at  six  months,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  create  any  debts  that  I 
cannot  see  the  way  clear  to  i>ay.  Our  credit  begins  to  grow  stronger, 
and  by  proper  muu^ment  will  soon  be  available  for  all  onr  wants. 

The  legislation  of  the  last  Congress,  with  the  regulations  since 
adopted  in  reference  to  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  country,  has 
greatly  strengthened  it,  and  I  hope  the  Government  will  not  allow  the 
outside  pressure  to  cause  any  future  modification  of  these  regular 
tions,  and,  above  all,  that  for  a  momentary  necessity  yo>i  will  not 
allow  the  agents  at  the  islands  to  make  contracts  with  steamers  grant- 
ing privileges  not  in  accordance  with  these  regulations. 

Since  I  wrote  you  last  {19th  February,  No.  6A)  I  have  paid  W.  G. 
Crenshaw  £40,000  and  Major  Ferguson  £35,000,  Maj.  R.  P.  Waller's 
drafts  (£20,000),  and  an  additional  draft  of  Major  Waller  in  favor  of 
Thomas  Sharp,  for  £3,000  to  purchase  machinery  for  a  shoe  manufac- 
tory. To  make  these  payments  I  had  to  sell  the  stock  of  the  loan — 
some  as  low  as  42.  I  hope,  however,  that  matters  are  now  in  such  a 
train  as  will  prevent  tmy  such  sacrifices  in  future.  The  £40,000  paid 
W.  Q.  Crenshaw  has  enabled  him  to  re-establish  his  line  of  steamers. 
He  has  three  now  running,  and  has  made  arrangements  with  Messrs. 
Gilliat  &  Co.  to  furnish  him  with  the  means  to  purchase  two  more. 
You  are  aware  that  he  has  dissolved  his  connection  with  Mr.  Collie. 
He  informs  me  that  at  present  he  has  no  contract  with  you,  but  that 
his  operations  are  three-fourths  for  the  (Jovernment  and  one-fourth 
for  himself.  Having  myself  made  pretty  ample  provision  for  quar- 
termaster's, ordnance,  and  medical  supplies,  I  have  advised  him  to 
confine  his  operations  to  getting  in  commissary  supplies,  and  I  believe 
he  is  energetically  working  at  it.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  a  new 
contract  made,  defining  accurately  the  interest  of  the  Government  in 
his  operations?  The  Collie  &  Crenshaw  contract  was  by  no  means 
favorable  to  the  Gk>vemment,  and  from  a  general  statement  presented 
me  by  Mr.  Crenshaw  when  I  paid  him  the*  £40,000  it  appears  that  the 
Govemment  had  not  received  from  it  the  money  invested.  Yon  are 
aware  from  my  previous  letters  that  I  do  not  favor  any  partnership 
connections  between  the  Government  and  individufUs.   If  there  be 
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profits  the  individnalB  will  get  them;  if  losses,  they  will  fall  on  the 
Government.  Besides,  there  will  always  be  difficulty  in  getting  set- 
tlements. The  contract  with  C.  H.  Reid  A  Co.  illustrates  this.  More 
than  a  month  ago,  after  receiving  a  letter  from  Colonel  Bayne  author- 
izing me  to  do  so,  I  called  in  person  on  them  and  asked  for  a  state- 
ment of  their  accounts  with  me  Government,  which  they  promised 
to  furnish.  After  waiting  three  weeks  without  hearing  from  them, 
ten  days  ago  I  made  the  request  in  writing,  and  as  yet  have  only 
received  a  note  saying  that  they  were  getting  the  accounts  ready.  I 
have,  however,  learned  from  Major  Huse  that  he  has  received  from 
the  company  £35,000  on  account  of  the  Government  interest  in  the 
adventure.  As  the  arrangements  made  with  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. 
and  J.  K.  Gilliat  <fe  Co.  will  furnish  the  Government  with  the  means 
of  obtaining  funple  supplies,  I  respectfully  suggest  that  these  part* 
nership  contracts  be  annulled;  or,  rather,  thatthe  Government  buy 
out  the  interest  of  the  other  parties  in  the  steamers  and  run  them  on 
its  own  account. 

But  little  progrera  has  been  made  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  Messrs.  S.  Isaac,  Ciunpbell  A  Co.  since  the  letter  of  Mr.  Bloodgood 

and  myself  of  the  17th  March.  All  yt)ur  conjectures  in  reference  to  this 
firm  have  proven  but  too  true.  The  investigation  of  their  accounts 
shows  that  they  have  in  many  instances  made  chains  that  can  be 
characterized  by  no  other  term  than  that  of  fraudulent.  In  that  por- 
tion of  their  accounts  which  they  originally  professed  to  have  fur- 
nished on  commission,  we  find  that  they  have  in  many  instances 
charged,  in  addition  to  the  commission,  from  5  to  20  per  cent,  more 
than  they  paid.  They  now  seek  to  turn  this  commission  account  into 
a  purchasing  account,  and  claim  that  under  the  circumstances  {u  e., 
tiie  preetttions  credit  of  the  Government)  the  profit  they  have  chaiged 
is  not  unreasonable  or  excessive.  Not  being  able  to  come  to  a  set- 
tlement in  any  other  way  on  tlie  proposition  of  Messrs.  S.  I.,  C.  A 
Co.,  w©  have  agreed  to  leave  the  matter  to  arbitration,  provided  there 
should  be  but  one  arbitrator,  and  he  a  barrister  or  attorney  of  emi- 
nence. The  papers  are  now  in  the  hands  of  our  solicitors,  Messrs. 
Thomas  <fe  Hollams,  who,  with  the  soluiitor  of  Messrs.  S.  I.,  C.  A  Co., 
are  to  select  the  barrister. 

I  have  received,  under  cover  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bayne,  of  21st  of  April,  copy  of  the  regulations  established  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  yourself,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on 
the  14th  of  April,  and  approved  by  the  President  on  the  18th,  for  the 
purchase  and  transportotion  abroad  of  tobacco,  cotton,  and  nav&I 
stores.  The  arrangement  I  have  made  for  steamers  seems  to  hare 
anticipated  your  action,  and  will  supply  the  means  of  rendering  it 
immediately  efficacious.  The  distribution  of  the  work  among  the 
various  departments  appears  to  me  the  simplest  and  most  efifective 
mode  of  carrying  out  the  objects  in  view.  The  only  thing  necessar}', 
in  my  opinion,  to  give  the  public  service  the  full  benefit  of  th^ie  regu- 
lations is,  that  all  persons  abroad  acting  under  them  should  be  form- 
ally instructed  of  the  nature  and  limits  of  their  respective  duties. 
On  a  former  occasion,  i.  e.,  the  agreement  of  the  15th  of  September 
and  your  letter  of  the  26th  ideviy  the  failure  to  do  this  defeated  the 
principal  objects  you  had  in  view,  namely,  to  give  me  control  in  cases 
of  emergency  of  the  funds  <Jt  your  Department  in  the  hcuids  of  Messrs. 
Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  since  that  firm  declined  to  transfer  funds  in 
tiieir  hands  from  one  bureau  of  your  Department  to  anotiier,  as  advised 
in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  18th  of  December,  No.  iA,  to  which  I  hoped 
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ere  this  to  have  received  a  reply,  inclosing  such  directions  to  Messrs. 
Fraser,  Trenholra  <fc  Co.  as  would  enable  me  to  carry  out  the  views 
expressed  in  your  letter  of  September  26.  I  still  think  it  desirable 
that  all  the  funds  of  your  Department  abroad  should  be  under  my 
direction.  As  I  am  now  issuing  large  credits  to  the  purchasing  offi- 
cers and  paying  any  drafts  that  may  be  drawn  on  me  from  the  islands, 
I  may  make  sacrifiees  to  meet  these  engagements  which  might  not  be 
necessary  if  I  were  fully  advised  of  the  exact  state  of  the  finances  of 
your  Department. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  McRAE, 

Agentf  dtc. 

llmloMire.) 

London,  June  13, 186^. 

Memorandum  of  agreement  between  Al&mnder  CoUie^  of  London,  on 
the  one  party  and  Colin  J.  McBae,  as  representing  the  Qovermnerd 
of  the  Oonf^ierate  States  of  America^  on  the  other  part. 

1.  Alexander  Collie  agrees  to  provide  four  lai^e  and  powerful  new 
steamers  to  carry  out  the  following  arrangement  with  the  least  x>ossible 
delay: 

2.  Ale:;ander  Collie  will  at  once  cause  to  be  purchased,  under  Colin 
J.  McRae's  direction,  quartermaster's  stores  to  the  value  of  150,000 
pounds  sterling,  and  ordnance  or  medical  stores  to  the  value  of  50,000 
pounds  sterling — the  one  subject  to  the  inspection  of  Maj.  J.  B.  Fer- 
guson, the  other  to  that  of  Maj.  C.  Huse. 

3.  The  delivery  of  such  purchases  to  extend  over  a  period  of  about 
six  months,  in  proxwrtionate  quantities,  and  shipment  to  be  made  to 
the  Confederate  States  with  as  little  delay  thereafter  as  practicable. 

4.  Inland  carriage  and  packing  expense  to  be  charged  in  the  invoice, 
and  2i  per  cent,  commission  to  be  chained  also. 

5.  Colin  J.  McRae,  on  behalf  of  his  Government,  agrees  that  on 
arrival  in  the  Confederacy  of  any  goods  purchased  and  shipped  by 
Alexander  Collie  under  this  agreement,  such  goods  will  be  immedi- 
ately claimed  and  taken  over  by  the  Government.  Fifty  per  cent, 
advance  will  be  added  to  the  English  invoice,  and  Alexander  Collie, 
through  his  agent,  will  immediately  receive  in  exchange  cotton  at  the 
rate  of  6  pence  sterling  per  pound. 

6.  Sach  cotton  to  class  middling  and  to  be  delivered  alongside  the 
steamers  as  required,  compressed,  packed,  and  in  good  merchantable 
condition. 

7.  Fnll  cargoes  of  cotton  received  in  exchange  for  goods  delivered 
under  this  agreement  may  be  shipped  by  Alexander  Collie,  through 
his  agent,  free  from  any  other  charge  or  restriction  whatsoever  beyond 
the  now  existing  tare  of  one-eighth  of  a  cent  per  pound. 

8.  No  steamers  to  have  priority  in  any  way  over  those  employed  by 
Alexander  Collie  in  this  service,  and  more  than  the  four  above  men- 
tioned may  be  used  if  Alexander  Collie  can  arrange  to  put  them  on. 

9.  Colin  J.  McBae  further  agrees  that  to  cover  the  expense  of  Alex- 
ander Collie's  agencies  abroad,  he,  Alexander  Collie,  is  to  have  the 
privilege  of  providing  and  bringing  out  other  cotton  than  that  received 
under  this  agreement  to  the  extent  of  one-tenth  part  of  the  cargo 
space  of  the  respective  st«amers,  and  such  cotton  (or  tobacco)  may  be 
shipped  on  same  terms  as  indicated  per  Government  cotton,  viz,  free 
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from  all  other  charges  or  restrictions  whatsoever  excepting  the  before- 
named  export  duty  now  existing. 

10.  This  agreement  is  to  be  construed  by  both  parties  in  a  spirit  of 
confidence  and  liberality.  The  one  will  purchase  and  send  forward 
the  supplies  indicated  with  the  least  possible  delay;  the  other  will 
deliver  cotton  as  required  in  the  same  way,  and  neither  party  will 
withhold  necessary  supplies  on  account  of  any  temporary  shortcoming 
on  the  part  of  the  other. 

11.  Alexander  Collie's  agents,  with  the  necessary  staff  for  attending 
to  this  business,  are  to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  residing  in  the 
Confederacy  free  from  liability  to  conscription,  and  every  reasonable 
facility  is  to  be  allowed  them  for  effectually  carrying  out  the  terms  of 
this  agreement. 

ALEX.  COLLIE. 
C.  J.  McRAE, 
Agent  Confederate  States  of  America. 


State  of  North  Carolina,  Executive  Dbpartmbnt, 

Baleighy  July  5, 186^. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  waited  anxiously  for  a  reply  to  my  letter  of  the  •  in 

regard  to  the  exemption  of  Daniel  L.  Bussell,  jr.,  as  an  officer  of  this 
State.  None  has  l^en  received,  but  I  am  told  that  General  Whiting 
has  orders  to  eonscribe  him  immediately. 

I  simply  wish  to  inform  you  that  I  cannot  and  will  not  submit  to 
this  being  done  without  resisting  it  by  every  means  at  my  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Col.  W.  M.  Browne, 

Commandant  Conscripts  of  Georgia: 
Colonel:  My  attention  has  been  lately  called  by  various  oommn- 
nications  to  the  obstructions  which  have  been  interposed  by  Governor 
Brown  to  the  execution  of  the  conscript  law,  esx>ecially  in  regard  to 
the  reserve  classes.  I  have  frequently  given  instructions  relative  to 
the  subject  to  the  superintendent  of  conscription,  and  they  have 
doubtless  been  made  known  to  you  by  that  officer,  and  you  have  thus 
been  advised  of  the  views  of  the  Department.  Still,  I  deem  it  advis- 
able to  express  more  particularly  to  yourself  my  conviction  that  the 
spirit  and  temper  of  the  Governor,  especially  in  the  late  correspond- 
ence with  General  Cobb,  preclude  ail  hope  of  a  change  in  his  policy 
and  render  further  attemptsat  conciliation,  harmony,  and  co-operation 
useless.  I  am  weary  of  vain  attempts  to  obtain  his  good  will  or  assist- 
ance in  the  work  of  conscription,  and  am,  moreover,  inclined  to  believe 
that  a  course  of  firmness  and  decided  action  in  dealing  with  him  will 
be  both  wiser  and  more  effective.  I  recommend,  therefore,  that  yon 
proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  law  strictly,  without  respect  to  any 
claims  or  pretensions  which  may  be  asserted  by  him  or  his  agents 
that  do  not  come  within  the  fair  intent  and  just  construction  of  the 
Confederate  law.    He  is  entitled  to  give  certificates  of  exemption  for 
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all  officers  of  the  State  whom  he  may  deem  necessary  to  the  State 
QoTemment,  and  to  those  only.  He  has  no  right  to  secure  militiamen 
within  the  ages  prescribed  by  the  Confederate  \a^<fy  nor  to  make  . 
details  for  manufacturing  or  industrial  purposes.  No  more  county 
or  municipal  officers  can  be  covered  by  his  exemption.  There  is  no 
occasion  to  have  any  direct  conflict  with  the  Governor  or  the  officers  ■ 
of  the  State.  The  action  of  yourself  and  the  enrolliuff  officers  should 
be  not  toward  them,  bat  on  persons  individually  liaole  to  conscrip- 
tiouj  and  they  E^onld  be  procwded  against -in  the  mode  prescribed  by 
the  law. 

A  few  judicious  examples  made  by  sending  into  active  service  in 
the  field  those  of  the  reserve  corps  who  have  failed  to  report  within  the 
time  prescribed  would  probably  strike  wholesome  terror,  and  induce 
prompt  compliance  with  the  call  for  enrollment  by  all  the  rest.  If 
Governor  Brown  interposes  with  his  official  authority  it  will  be  neces- 
sary temperately  but  firmly  to  insist  on  the  enforcementof  the  law,  and 
let  him  know,  if  need  be,  that  the  issue  will  be  distinctly  made  and  met 
before  the  people  of  his  State  between  the  authority  of  himself  and  the 
Confederate  Government.  It  is  not  believed  that,  with  the  imminent 
danger  threatening  their  liberties,  lives,  and  homes,  the  people  will 
hesitate  to  sustaTn  the  acUon  of  the  Confederate  Execntive  in 
strengthening  the  Army  of  their  defenders  and  providing  reserve 
forces  to  guard  vital  points  from  marauding  raiders.  At  least  it  has 
become  a  grave  duty  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate  Government  to 
do  its  work  thoroughly,  and  if  arrested  by  the  a(^tion  of  the  Governor 
or  State  authorities  let  the  responsibility  rest  upon  and  be  met  by  the 
true  delinquents.  I  hear  that  a  great  many  of  the  men  who  put  in 
substitutes,  and  others  who  are  applying  for  ^ricultural  and  other 
details,  have  been  granted  from  time  to  time  temporary  furloughs 
until  their  cases  can  be  decided,  and  have  thus.far  escaped  active 
service.  I  do  not  consider  it  advisable  longer  to  pursue  such  a  course, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  deem  it  important  that  those  whose  cases  have 
not  been  decided,  and  until  they  are,  should  be  placed  in  active 
service.  Whenever  a  clear  right  of  exemption  exists  or  a  case  of 
detail  has  been  settled  and  the  bond  taken,  the  exemption  or  dotadl 
may  be  made  permanent.  Otherwise,  the  party  should  be  in  service 
during  the  present  crisis.  This  is  important,  especially  with  regard 
to  those  who  put  in  substitutes,  because  otherwise  on  the  expiration 
of  the  law  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  we  shall  have 
innumerable  cases  of  litigation.  We  should  give  to  all  such  an 
opportunity  of  acquiring  the  spirit  of  a  soldier,  and  of  feeling  the 
shame  of  deserting  their  standard  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  suspension. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Office  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 

Richmond^  T'a.,  Jvly  5,  186^. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate  States: 
SIR:  Some  time  ago  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  of  which  board  we  are  the  members,  entered  into  a 
contract  with  L.  R.  Smoot  and  others,  by  which  they  agreed  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  debt  of  Virginia,  due  in  London,  upon  condition 
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that  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  wonld  obtain  permission 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate  States  to  ship  fnll 
cargoes  of  cotton  in  three  vessels  or  in  a  vessel  making  three  trips. 
Upon  representing  the  matter  to  you  you  granted  the  permission  by 
indorsing  upon  the  application  that  your  anthority  was  given,  pro- 
vided no  law  should  be  passed  by  Congress  contravening  that  au^or- 
ity.  Since  then  a  lav  has  been  passed  by  Congress  authorizing  the 
President  to  prescribe  regulations  for  vessels  running  the  blockade, 
and  under  the  regulations  prescribed  it  is  understood  that  the  permis- 
sion granted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  cannot  now  be  rendered  avail- 
able. The  parties  who  made  the  agreement  with  the  commissioners 
of  the  sinking  fund  have  since  purchased  cotton  bonds  to  enable  them 
to  carry  out  their  agreement,  intending  with  the  cotton  to  be  paid 
under  these  bonds  to  run  the  blockade  and  pay  the  State  interest 
"When  they  applied  to  obtain  the  cotton  due  them  they  were  informed 
that  the  Oovemment  has  no  cotton  on  hand  at  any  Sonthem  port 
and  that  the  bonds  cannot  now  be  paid.  If  this  cotton  was  delivered 
to  them  upon  the  terms  of  the  bond  they  would  have  a  right  to  ship 
the  cotton  without  being  bound  by  the  regulations  prescribed  by  the 
President.  These  parties,  however,  have  purchased  other  cotton  and 
have  it  ready  for  shipment,  and  ask  that  they  may  be  permitted  to 
carry  this  out  according  to  the  original  understanding.  May  we  not 
ask,  under  these  circumstances,  tl^t  the  restriction  may  be  removed, 
and  that  the  facility  may  be  afforded  these  parties  to  provide  the 
means  of  paying  the  interest  of  the  State?  We  cannot  but  hope,  with 
this  laudable  object  in  view,  that  you  will  grant  the  permission  asked, 
or,  if  not  in  your  power,  that  you  will  recommend  it  favorably  to  tba 
depfu^ment  to  whom  the  anthority  properly  belongs. 
Yery  respectfully, 

J.  M.  BENNETT. 
S.  H.  PARKER, 

Regiaier. 
GEORGE  W.  MUNFORD, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

[IndoracmeDt-l 

July  6, 1864. 

I  regret  inform  that  under  the  late  law  of  Congress  and  the  regu- 
lations adopted  by  the  President  this  request  cannot  be  complied 
with,  as  it  would  invade  the  uniformity  on  which  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  regulations  rest.  Besides,  motives  of  very  strong  policy 
require  that  one-half  of  the  outward  cargo  of  each  ship  sailing  should 
be  exacted  for  the  Government,  and  the  President  has  no  power  to 
depart  from  it  for  other  States. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 


BiOHMOND,  Va.,  Jtdy  1S64. 

Greneral  Howell  Cobb, 

Macon,  Oa.: 

Your  letter  received.  By  reference  to  the  law  you  will  see  that  the 
certificate  is  only  effective  as  to  State  ofioers.  Ton  will  require  the 
enrolling  of&oers  to  do  their  duty. 

JEFFEBSOK  DAVIS. 
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BUBBAU  OF  Subsistence, 

Bichmond,  July  6,  186^. 

Col.  L,  B.  NOBTHBOP, 

Commissary-General  : 
Colonel  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
competition  which  has  heretofore  been  occasioned  by  several 
bureaus  of  the  Government  being  at  one  time  in  the  market  for  sup- 
plies has  again  arisen  in  efforts  of  the  Navy  Department,  Niter  and 
Mining  Bureau,  Ac,  to  secure  the  incoming  wheat  crop.  Agents  of 
the  fwmer  have  already  purchased  some  of  the  best  crops  in  the 
vicinity  of  Richmond,  and  those  of  the  latter  are  now  in  the  market 
for  crops  in  Powhatan,  and  doubtless  other  counties  in  this  State; 
and  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  this  competition  not 
only  adds  to  the  difficulty  of  collection  by  creating  an  exaggerated 
estimate  of  the  wants  of  the  Government,  but  increases  prices  and 
stimulates  farmers  to  hoard  and  secrete  their  produce.  I  would 
therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  these  departments  be  requested 
to  withdraw  their  agents  for  the  purchase  of  such  supplies  as  are 
obtainable  in  the  Confederacy,  and  that  they  be  furnished  by  this 
Bureau  and  with  the  same  ration  as  the  Army  is  now  leceiviimr. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  FRENCH, 
Mc^jor  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

llndorwiiient.] 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  recommending  the 
course  within  suggested. 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 
Commissary-  Gerier(d. 


Sukgeon-General's  Office, 
Biehmondj  Va.,  Jidy  6,  I864. 

SuTg.  W.  H.  Prioleau, 

Medical  Pv/rveyor^  Macon,  Oa. : 
Sir:  The  invoice  of  medical  supplies  forwarded  by  you  to  this 
office  as  samples  of  the  product  of  your  laboratory  have  been  received. 
The  articles  appear  to  be  of  good  quality  and  well  prepared,  and  I 
am  pleased  to  see  that  much  progress  has  been  made  in  this  branch 
of  the  establishment  under  your  control.  It  is  hoped  that  you  will 
continue  to  manufacture  these  articles  in  as  large  quantities  as  pos- 
sible, so  as  to  avoid  as  far  as  practicable  the  necessity  of  importing 
from  abroad.  For  the  same  reason  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  the 
preparations  of  indigenous  plants  should  be  manufactured  in  large 
quantities,  that  they  may  be  substituted  as  far  as  practicable  for 
imported  medicines. 

Very  xespeothiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  MOORE, 
SurgeonnOeneral  C.  S.  Army. 


[July  7,  1864. — ^For  Johnston  to  Brown,  referring  to  the  services  of 
the  Georgia  State  trooTm  and  asking  that  their  number  be  increased, 
see  Series  I,  VoL  XXXVIII,  Part  V,  p.  867.] 
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General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office^ 

No.  59.  J  Richmond,  Jvly  8,  186J^ 

I.  In  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  14, 1864, 
and  published  in  General  Orders,  No.  53,  current  series,  the  commu- 
tation value  of  rations  of  sick  and  wounded  officers  and  soldiers  in 
hospitals  or  other  places,  in  camp  or  the  field,  used  as  ht^pitals,  will 
be  the  cost  of  the  ration  at  the  post  or  place,  and  100  per  centum 
thereon,  which  amount  will  constitute  the  hospital  fund. 

II.  The  ration  named  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  when  actually 
issued,  will  correspond  with  that  allowed  to  soldieis  in  the  field;  but 
in  reckoning  the  hospital  fund  the  whole  number  of  rations  due, 
whether  drawn  or  commuted,  will  be  estimated  in  quantity  and  com- 
ponent (excluding  sugar  and  coffee)  according  to  the  ration  as  pre- 
scribed in  paragraph  1107,  Army  Regulations. 

m.  Rations  in  kind  (such  as  are  issued  to  soldiers  in  the  field) 
may  be  issued  to  all  attendants  in  regimental,  field,  or  other  hospitals. 

IV.  Medical  directors  will  report  through  the  Sui^eon-Greneral  to 
this  office  soldiers  in  hospital  who  are  mechanics,  and  who  are  x>erma- 
nently  disabled,  or  it  is  believed  will  be  unfit  for  many  months  for 
field  service.  When  reported  their  trade  will  be  stated,  that  they 
may  be  detailed  in  appropriate  bureaus  to  relieve  able-bodied  men 
therein  employed. 

y.  Officers  traveling  under  orders  will  be  allowed  transnortation 
in  kind  and  tlO  per  diem.  All  general  or  special  orders  which,  give 
other  or  different  allowances  are  hereby  revoked.  Generals  or  other 
officers  commanding  a  district,  department,  or  army  in  tibe  field,  and 
chiefs  of  the  several  military  bureaus,  are  alone  authorized  to  give 
orders  tliat  will  carry  transportation. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Ac^viant  and  Inspector  QeneraL 


Circular  )  Confederate  States  of  America, 

V    War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 
No.  2(i.    )  Richmond,  Va.,  July  8,  1864, 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  hereafter  no  furloughs  be  allowed 
by  the  officers  of  conscription  to  applicants  for  exemption  not  sus- 
tained or  required  by  regulations,  or  detail,  whilst  their  applications 
are  pending,  but  that  they  be  promptly  forwarded  to  the  camps  of 
instruction  and  at  once  assigned  to  commands  in  the  field,  entitled, 
under  existing  orders,  to  receive  conscripts. 

Enrolling  officers  will,  with  the  aid  of  the  temporary  boards,  pro- 
ceed diligently  to  investigate  all  such  applications,  in  accordance  vith 
the  instructions  heretofore  given,  and  forward  Uiem  to  the  Bureau 
with  their  reports  and  opinions  for  such  action  as  the  War  Depart- 
ment may  take  in  reference  to  said  applicants. 

Upon  transmitting  the  applications  to  the  Bureau,  commandants 
will  state  the  commands  to  which  the  applicants  were  assigned. 

By  command  of  Col.  Thomas  P.  August,  acting  superintendent: 

0.  B.  DTTFFIELD, 
Asaiaiamt  Adjutant-  Qeneral. 
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Special  Orders,  )         Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  169.       }  Richmond^  Jtdy  I864. 

•  «**«** 

n.  The  Twenty-seventh  Battalion  Yii^j^ia  Cavalry  (nine  00m- 
panies),  with  the  addition  of  Capt.  G.  T.  Lyle's  company,  which  is 
hereby  attached  thereto,  will  constitnte  the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment 
Virginia  Cavalry. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  «f  War: 

SAUL,  \V.  MELTON, 

Assistant  Atljuiuni-General. 


Bureau  of  Subsistence, 

RirhfiMiKl,  July  ^,  IS04. 

Col.  L.  B.  Northrop, 

Commissary- Oeneral : 
Colonel:  The  inclosed  circular  from  the  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau 
is  respectfully  submitted  for  your  consideration,  and  has  already  oper- 
ated most  injurionsly  upon  our  prospects  of  speedily  collecting  the 
tithe  wheat  by  giving  farmers  the  option  of  retaiuing  it  until  called 
for  by  agento  of  that  Bureau,  besides  creating  alarm  and  confusion 
among  the  planters  as  to  the  wants  of  the  Government  and  the  proper 
parties  to  whom  tliey  should  deliver  tlie  tithe.  Information  has  also 
reached  mo  that  agents  of  the  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau  are  now 
engaged  in  purchasing  wheat  with  the  view  to  an  immediate  accumu- 
lation of  a  six-months'  supply  for  its  employes,  while  our  best  exer- 
tions are  now  employed  to  meet  the  dail}'  wants  of  the  Army.  This 
coarse  seriously  conflicts  with  the  lK>st  interests  of  the  Government, 
and  I  am  constrained  to  repeat  the  suggestion  contained  in  my  let- 
ter of  the  Gth  instant  that  the  several  bureaus  of  the  Government  bo 
furnished  by  this  department  with  subsistence  and  thus  remove 
effectually  the  competition  that  threatens  to  destroy  the  credit  of  the 
Government  and  its  ability  to  buy  to  any  extent. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  FRENCH, 
Major  and  Commissary  of  Suhsistence. 

[TiidoneaMiit.1 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  "War. 

In  present  crisis  tlie  Bureau  should  ho  forbidden  from  laying  in 
sapplies  for  the  future.  If  the  various  bureaus  would  agree  or  be 
ordered  to  accept  the  chances  and  ration  of  the  soldier,  this  Bureau 
should  supply  all.  Any  other  plan  throws  on  the  soldier  all  the 
restrictions  and  privations. 

h.  B.  NORTHROP, 

Commissary- General. 

[InclMiira.] 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Bbpt., 

Niter  and  Minino  Bureau, 

BichvKmd,  May  1864. 

Archer  Turpin,  Esq., 

Fine  Creek  Mills: 
Sir:  I  have  been  authorized  to  collect  tithes  in  your  district  for  the 
use  of  this  Bureau.    You  are  notified  in  advance  that  you  may  retain 
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yours  until  called  for  by  an  agent  of  this  Bureau.    Our  canal-boats 

vill  take  the  tithes  at  the  landing  nearest  yonr  place.  A  receipt  will 
be  given  you  on  account  of  your  tithes  for  1864,  specifying  the  amount 
of  each  article  received. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

RICHARD  MORTON. 

Mc^or. 


[July  9, 1864:. — For  proclamation  of  Governor  Brown,  ordering  out 
all  the  militia  of  Qeoivia  between  sixteen  and  fifty-five  years,  see 
Series  I,  YoL  LII,  Part  II,  p.  688.] 


[JULT  10,  1864.— For  General  Orders,  No.  15,  Bureau  of  Conscrip- 
tion, Trans-Mississippi  Department,  in  relation  to  the  reserve  corps, 
see  Series  I,  Vol.  XIJ,  Part  II,  p.  1002.] 


Special  Orders,  |         Apjt.  and  Iksp.  General's  Office, 

No.  Ifil.        )  Richmond,  Jidy  J7,  I864. 

II.  The  seven  Georgia  companies  belonging  to  the  Sixty-second 
Georgia  Regiment,  with  Companies  A,  B,  ^d  C,  of  Milieu's  Georgia 
battalion,  hereby  transferred,  are  organized  into  and  will  constitute 
the  Ei^th  Reg^eut  of  Geoi^  Cavalry,  to  the  command  of  which 
Col.  J.  R.  Griffin  is  hereby  assigned.  The  offices  of  lieutenant-colonel 
and  major  will  be  filled  by  promotion  according  to  seniority. 

in.  The  three  Alabama  companies  known  as  Love's  Alabama  bat- 
talion, and  Company  D,  of  Millen's  Georgia  battalion,  are  hereby 
assigned  to  the  Jeff  Davis  Legion,  cavalry,  which  will  hereafter  con- 
sist of  three  squadrons,  to  wit:  The  five  Alabama  companies  will 
constitute  the  first  squadron,  and  will  be  commanded  by  a  major;  the 
three  Mississippi  companies  will  constitute  the  second  squadron,  and 
will  be  commanded  by  a  major;  the  third  squadron  will  consist  of  the 
two  Georgia  companies,  under  command  of  the  senior  captain. 

IV.  The  eleventh  company  of  Cobb's  Legion  of  cavalry  (Capt.  F.  E. 
Eve)  is  hereby  transferred  to  and  will  form  part  of  tiie  I^illips 
Legion,  Gteoi^a  cavalry. 

V.  The  first  ten  companies  of  Cobb's  Legion,  cavalry,  will  consti- 
tute the  Ninth  Regiment  Geoi^^  Cavalry,  to  the  command  of  which 
Col.  G.  J.  Wright  is  hereby  assigned. 

VL  Companies  A  and  B,  of  the  Twelfth  North  Carolina  Battalion, 
are  hereby  transferred  to  and  will  form  a  part  of  the  Fourth  North 
Carolina  Cavalry  (Fifty-ninth  Regiment). 

VTI.  The  seven  Georgia  companies  now  belonging  to  the  Seventh 
Confederate  Regiment,  with  Companies  E,  F,  and  6,  of  Milieu's 
Georgia  battalion,  which  are  hereby  transferred  thereto,  will  consti- 
tute the  Tenth  Regiment  Georgia  Cavalry,  with  the  following  field 
officers:  Col.  V.  H.  Taliaferro,  Lieut.  Col.  T.  D.  Claiborne,  Maj.  J.  H. 
Sikes. 

VIII.  The  five  North  Carolina  companies  of  the  Seventh  Confed- 
erate Regiment,  the  three  North  Carolina  companies  (Companies  D, 
E,  and  I)  of  the  Sixty-second  Georgia  Regiment,  and  Company  C,  of 
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the  Twelfth  North  Carolina  Battalion,  will  constitute  the  Sixteenth 
Battalion  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  to  the  command  of  which  Lieat. 
Col.  John  T.  Kennedy  is  hereby  assigned. 

IX.  The  Ninth  Regiment  Georgia  Cavalry,  Col.  G.  J.  Wright;  the 
Jeff  Davis  Legion,  cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  F.  Waring;  the  Seventh 

R^^ent  Georgia  Cavalry,  Col.  — and  the  Tenth  Begi- 

ment  Geoi^ia  Cavalry,  Col.  Y.  H.  Taliaferro,  will  constitnte  the 
cavalry  brigade  of  Brig.  Gen.  P.  M.  B.  Toung. 

*«*«*•• 

By  command  of  the  Secmtary  of  War: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 
Assistant  A^utant-Oeneral. 


[July  12, 1864.— For  Cooper  to  Wright  in  regard  to  mustering  in  old 
men  and  boyH  tendered  by  Governor  Brown,  of  Georgia,  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  XXXVIII,  Part  V,  p.  878.] 


Special  Orders,  I        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  164.        f  Richm(md,  July  IS,  1864. 

«««**** 

VI.  The  commandant  of  the  local  defense  troops  at  Augusta,  Ga., 
will  excuse  from  we^ly  drills,  except  in  times  of  great  emergency, 
the  men  engaged  in  repairing  the  machinery,  Ac,  of  the  Nashville 
and  Chattanooga  Railroad  and  the  East  Tennessee  and  Georgia  Bail- 
road  and  the  employ^  of  the  Georgia  Railroad  at  that  place. 

«**•**« 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant^OenereU. 


Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Richmond^  Va.^  July  I864. 

Snrg.  W.  A.  Carrington, 

Medical  Director,  Richmond,  Va.: 
Sib:  You  will  inform  the  medical  officers  under  your  control  that 
in  future  when  making  requisitions  for  medical  and  hospital  supplies 
all  alcoholic  stimulants  will  be  omitted.  Stimulants  are  to  be  issued 
by  the  purveyor  only  on  a  separate  requisition  made  according  to  the 
same  form  as  the  regular  one  for  supplies,  which  the  oflBcer  will  send 
to  the  purveyor  by  a  perfectly  reliable  man,  whose  name  will  be 
indorsed  upon  the  back  of  tJie  requisition  as  the  person  authorized  to 
receive  the  stimulants.  (This  for  the  information  of  the  purveyor,) 
The  courier  will  receive,  be  responsible  for,  and  deliver  to  the  sur- 
geon in  charge  of  tbe  hospital,  who  will  examine  it,  see  that  the 
quantity  agrees  with  the  invoice,  and  turn  the  same  over  to  the 
matron,  who  will  issue  it  only  as  an  extra  on  the  diet  list  when  pre- 
scribed by  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  patient.  The  matron 
will  at  the  end  of  each  week  render  to  the  suigeon  in  chai^  a  state- 
ment of  the  quMitity  of  stimulants  issued,  the  names  of  the  patients 
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to  whom  issued,  and  by  whose  order,  together  with  the  name  of  tiie 
ward  and  division,  inclosing  diet  lists  as  Toachers.  The  sai^eon  in 
charge  will  critically  examine  said  statement  and  vonchets  and  see 
that  no  improper  expenditures  have  been  made.  Should  he  disoorer 
any  abuse  or  improper  issues  he  will  report  the  name  of  the  officer 
authorizing  such  expenditure  to  this  office. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  MOORE, 
Surgeon-  General  C.  S.  Army. 


[July  14,  1864. — For  Withers  to  Davis,  in  regard  to  organizing  the 
Alabama  reserves,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIX,  Fart  II,  p.  711.] 


Atlanta,  July  16,  1S64, 

His  Excellency  Jeffbrsok  Davis: 

The  Belgian  consul  at  this  place  complains  to  me  that  Major  Gum- 
mings  has  seized  a  lot  of  tobacco  belonging  to  him,  and  asks  that  it 
be  returned  with  privilege  to  ship  it  to  Macon  or  Augusta.  I  trust 
you  will  issue  order.  Have  every  reason  to  believe  t^at  the  sympa- 
thies of  the  consul  are  fully  with  us,  and  regret  that  his  property  has 
been  disturbed. 

JOS.  E.  BROWN. 


Confederate  States  of  Abjerica,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  Jvly  16,  1964. 

General  Howell  Cobb, 

Macon,  Qa.: 

Detailed  men  being  already  in  military  service  of  Confederate 
States  are  defu-ly  not  liable  to  militia  or  State  duty.  Those  who  have 
been  exempted  from  service  may  be  so  subject.  In  regard  to  any 
classes  of  detailed  men  who  in  your  judgment  may  be  judiciously 
used  with  the  militia,  it  would  be  in  your  power  to  tolerate  the  call, 
sanctioning  it  a.s  an  assignment  to  temporary  duty,  but  that  is  matter 
for  your  sound  discretion. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Harrisonburo,  Jidy  16,  186^, 

Major  Calvert  : 

What  on  earth  do  the  commissioners  mean  by  their  late  schedule  of 
prices?  Wheat,  930  per  bushell  A  rise  of  $150  from  $25  a  barrel  for 
flour!  Tho  whole  community — farmers  among  others — stand  aghast 
They  regat-d  the  Government  as  giving  up  their  currency.  Gold  and 
silver  i.s  now  being  demanded  for  produce,  and  persons  bringing  sup- 
plies to  town  are  in  many  instances  returning  with  them  unsold,  being 
unwilling  to  take  Confederate  money  at  any  price.  The  idea  isamong 
the  people  that  the  Government  in  paying  such  prices  will  necessarily 
flood  the  country  again  with  promises  to  pay,  and  at  such  prices  as 
offered  can  never  meet  its  engagements.    The  very  worst  results  are 
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abont  to  occur  nnless  some  immediate  steps  are  taken  to  prevent  it. 
It  is  the  opinion  o£  the  more  intelligent  farmers  that  more  grain  would 
have  been  sent  forward  by  reducing  the  price  on  the  plea  of  scarcity 
of  money  than  by  enhancing  it.  The  truth  is,  our  whole  community 
is  shocked  at  the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  and  consider  that  a  more 
terrible  blow  has  been  leveled  at  our  currency  than  any  it  has  as  yet 
received.  In  addition  to  all,  there  is  a  strong  current  of  feeling  among 
the  non-producers  and  poorer  classes,  who,  in  view  of  their  limited 
meuis  and  the  heavy  taxation  on  all  sources  of  obtaining  money,  con- 
ceive that  they  see  for  themselves  and  families  nothing  but  starvation. 
I  write  yon  this  letter  hoping  that  you  will  at  once  bring  the  subject 
to  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  or  other  proper  authority 
for  inTMtigatlon,  with  the  full  assurance  that  the  people  know  that  In 
proportion  as  the  Government  enhances  the  prices  of  provisions  the 
less  likely  will  it  be  able  to  pay;  that  it  is  not  that  the  prices  hereto- 
fore paid  were  not  amply  suflBcient,  but  that  the  hesitation  in  bring- 
ing forward  supplies  consisted  in  a  distrust  of  the  money,  which 
distrust  is  now  tenfold  increased. 

I  am,  your  friend,   

J.  W.  a.  SMITH. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  learn  that  flour  has  advanced  in 
this  town  in  view  of  the  schedule  from  $100  to  $250. 

[FInt  IndorMment.] 

The  President: 

I  send  you  in  this  letter  the  language  of  the  oonntry.  Something 
most  be  done,  and  that  promptly. 

WM.  SMITH. 

[Swond  IndwMtiMBt.] 

July  10,  1864. 

Secretary  of  War  for  attention. 

The  within  letter  presents  the  case  more  strongly,  but  in  the  same 
line  of  thought  I  advanced  to  yon.  Please  note  indoraemeut  of  Gov- 
ernor Smith  and  confer  with  me. 

J.  D. 


July  18, 18C4. 

General  Braxton  Braqg, 

Richmond : 

GBnsraIi:  I  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  following  subjects  of 
special  interest  so^ested  by  my  recent  inspection  of  the  conscription 
serrice  in  North  Carolina. 

First.  Under  the  present  Extern  the  liberty  of  petitioning  for  details 
is  much  abused.  The  testimony  of  the  most  judicious  enrolling 
officers  is  that  almost  every  man  puts  in  a  petition  as  soon  as  he  is 
enrolled,  for  the  sake  of  delay ;  and  the  instructions  they  are  acting 
under  require  them  to  send  forward  the  application,  approved  or  dis- 
approved, and  allow  the  party  to  remain  unmolested  until  it  is 
retained.  The  effect  of  this  arrangement  is  that  numbers  of  con- 
scripts who  should  have  fought  in  this  campaign  have  sx>ent  a  quiet 
summer  at  home  by  means  of  a  sham  petition.  OfQcers  tell  me  that 
uniformly  where  they  have  rejected  a  man's  claim  to  detail  as  having 
no  show  of  merit  and  sent  him  forward  to  the  camp  of  instruction 
he  has  returned  In  a  few  days  with  liberty  to  stay  at  home  till  his 
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appeal  to  Rlchnumd  was  heard  from.  I  do  not  see  anythmf  in  the 
law  or  the  orders  of  the  War  Department  which  neoessitatee  tiiis  slow 
procedure.  Practically  in  the  large  loajorlty  of  cases  an  application 
disapproved  by  the  local  and  district  of&cers  is  disapproTed  all  the 
way  through.  It  would  seem,  then,  to  be  the  true  policy  to  send  imme- 
diately to  the  Army  a  conscript  whose  petition  for  indulgence  is 
rejected  by  these  officera.  The  paper  going  forward  to  the  Bnreau 
might  contain  a  statement  of  the  regiment  to  which  the  applicant  had 
been  assigned,  and  in  the  few  cases  in  which  it  would  be  deemed  proper 
to  reverse  the  action  of  the  county  and  district  of&cers  an  order  for 
detail  might  issue  immediately  from  the  Adjutant-G^erars  Office. 
Such  a  practice  would  also  tend  to  reduce  the  number  of  improper 
applications,!  and  thus  disencumber  the  service  of  a  mass  of  useless 
work. 

Second.  Closely  allied  to  this  matter  is  the  evidence  which  will  be 
found  in  the  reports  upon  the  several  districts  as  to  the  time  required 
for  the  transaction  of  business  in  its  passage  from  the  enroUing  officer 
through  the  commandant  to  the  Bureau  and  back  again.  The  indica- 
tions are,  if  I  mistake  not,  that  the  greatest  improvemients  in  the  serv- 
ice are  to  be  sought  in  this  direction. 

Third.  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  having  some  uniform  sys- 
tem of  books  and  records  prescribed  by  the  commandant  for  each 
class  of  officers.  Printed  blanks  should,  by  all  means,  be  furnished. 
At  present  there  is  great  diversity  of  practice,  and  in  one  point  it  is 
of  some  moment.  There  is  no  greater  dog  to  business  than  what 
is  known  as  an  indorsement  book.  In  some  cases  it  is,  of  course,  a 
necessary  evil,  but  where  it  is  not  essentia  it  onght  to  be  abolished. 
Three  or  four  districts  and  a  majority  of  th^  county  officers  do  not 
keep  this  record,  and  testify  that  they  have  felt  no  iaconvenience 
from  its  absenciD.  This  would  appear  to  be  a  matter  for  the  experi- 
ence of  the  commandant  to  decide  and  regulate.  But  few  of  the 
officers  have  the  clerks  authorized  by  the  Bureau. 

Foxirth.  The  local  advisory  boards  are  working  well,  but  one  evil  is 
to  be  apprehended  from  them  and  guarded  against — delay  of  business. 
"Whilst  there  was  a  great  press  of  work,  arising  immediately  out  of 
the  recent  enrollment,  they  met  every  day;  but  I  found  that  either 
no  regular  times  for  meeting  had  l>een  fixed  or  they  were  to  meet 
once  a  week  or  once  in  ten  days.  It  is  evident  that  much  of  the 
ordinary  business  of  a  county  officer  would  thus  remain  in  his  office 
from  a  week  to  ten  days.  I  suppose  at  least  two  meetings  a  week 
might  be  secured  without  hardship  by  a  general  order  from  the  com- 
mandant. No  more  fortunate  device  ior  the  protection  of  the  agri- 
culture of  the  country  could  have  been  adopted  than  the  method  of 
investigation  by  these  boards.  Though  my  observation  was  limited, 
I  feel  satisfied  that  if  any  error  is  committed  in  the  exercise  of  the 
gr^at  powers  intrusted  to  the  conscription  authorities  it  will  be  on 
the  side  of  the  producing  and  industrial  interests,  and  not  from  blind 
zeal  to  increase  the  mere  numbers  of  the  Army. 

Fifth.  No  system  for  the  supervision  of  detailed  men  has  been 
anjTvhero  adopted.  The  duty  is  earnestly  enjoined  by  the  Bureau; 
but  unless  some  regular  method  is  prescribed  by  the  commandant  it 
wiU  be  carelessly  and  imperfectly  performed.  The  local  bcmrds  and 
militia  officers  afford  every  ready  agency  for  a  complete  supervision 
of  the  daily  life  of  every  detailed  man  in  a  county,  and  periodical 
reports  might  be  made  by  them  to  the  county  officer  showing  how 
each  nuuL  is  discharging  his  duty  to  the  Government. 
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Sixth.  The  apprehension  of  deserters  has  been  almost  entirely  sns- 
pended  by  the  remoral  of  the  troops  heretofore  employed  as  a  sap- 
porting  force.  It  cannot  be  actively  resumed  till  the  companies  of 
senior  reserves  authorized  for  this  service  are  organized,  which  will 
be  some  weeks  hence.  In  the  Tenth  District  this  force  will  be  entirely 
inadequate.  It  will  be  necessary  to  send  some  regular  troops  there 
when  they  can  be  spared  to  effect  a  thorough  purification  of  the 
country.  The  militUi  and  home-guard  officers  in  the  greater  part  of 
the  State  are  reported  to  be  zealous  and  active,  but  they  constitute  a 
very  inefficient  and  unsatisfactory  machinery  for  the  execution  of  the 
law  of  conscription.  Their  last  service  is  as  auxiliaries  to  a  regular 
force  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  enrolling  officer.  Such  a  sys- 
tem is  contemplated  by  the  Bureau,  and  I  do  not  see  why  it  should 
not  be  in  saccessful  operation  in  a  month. 

Seventh.  The  qualifications  of  the  officers  engaged  in  the  service 
are  as  high  as  could  reasonably  be  expected.  The  districts  are  super- 
intended without  exception  by  officers  of  good  intelligence,  apparent 
activity  and  fidelity,  and  sufficient  experience.  Many  of  them  have 
seen  service  in  the  field  and  been  disabled  by  wounds.  The  county 
officers  impressed  me  for  the  most  part  favorably.  Some  are  too  young 
and  some  without  sufficient  education  or  entirely  new  to  the  busi- 
ness, but  I  have  no  doubt  of  their  capacity  generally  to  do  their  work. 
The  greater  part  are  commissioned  as  drill-masters  and  have  not  seen 
field  service;  others  are  disabled  line  officers.  Much  embarrassment 
has  no  doubt  been  felt  heretofore  from  the  constant  changes  occurring 
in  the  personnel  of  the  service.  It  has  been  almost  impossible  to  form 
a  good  corps  of  officers,  because  as  soon  as  they  acqnh>ed  experience 
they  were  called  for  by  their  commanders  in  the  field.  But  the  mat- 
ter is  now  upon  a  better  basis,  and  when  a  few  existing  vacancies 
are  filled  by  retired  officers  all  that  is  practicable  perhaps  will  have 
been  done.  The  reports  upon  the  districts  show  that  charges  of  cor- 
ruption have  been  preferred  in  but  few  cases  against  these  officers, 
and  they  are  apt  to  be  heard  where  there  is  ground  for  them.  Under 
the  present  law  the  amount  of  labor  to  be  x>erformed  by  each  class  of 
officers  is  very  great  and  quite  sufficient  to  keep  them  busily  employed. 
A  conscientious  man  will  find  constant  work  to  do  in  one  of  these 
offices.  I  found  a  good  deal  of  unfinished  business  nearly  every- 
where, whether  by  negligence  or  not  there  was  no  way  of  ascertaining, 
but  it  is  just  to  remember  that  the  first  enrollment  under  the  act  of 
February  17  had  been  only  recently  completed. 

Eighth.  It  is  difficult  of  course  to  judge  from  a  rapid  journey 
through  the  State  how  the  law  htvs  been  executed,  but  from  the  infer* 
mation  I  have  been  able  to  pick  up  I  should  say  that  the  system  of 
enrollment  described  in  the  report  of  the  Sixth  District  is  as  good  as 
can  be  adopted;  that  the  recent  enrollment  under  the  new  law  was 
thorough,  and  that  claims  to  exemption  and  detail  were  vigorously  but 
fairly  and  intelligently  investigated.  The  weight  of  evidence  shows 
that  the  medical  boards  are  giving  full  effect  to  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress relative  to  the  enrollment  of  certain  men  for  light  duties,  and  it 
appears  that  the  employ^  of  the  staff  departments  at  the  different 
posts  have  been  carefully  inspected.  The  oi^anization  of  the  service 
is  judicious,  the  admirable  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  business 
prescribed  by  the  Bureau  seem  to  be  generally  understood,  and  the 
officers  are  fairly  doing  their  duty. 

I  have  endeavored  to  point  out  some  improvements  which  seemed 
feasible,  but  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  upon  the  whole,  taking  into 
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consideration  the  opposition  to  the  law  in  some  parts  of  the  State  and 
all  the  elements  of  difficulty,  the  conscription  service  in  North  Car- 
olina appears  to  be  in  a  healthy  working  condition,  creditable  to  the 
commandant  and  his  subordinates. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

ARCHER  ANDERSON, 
Jjietderumi-CdUmel  and  A^istant  A^jntant-Qeneral. 

[Vint  Indonement.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

September  2,  J864. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Report  shows  that  unnecossary  delays  are  occasioned  by  permitting 
conscripts  to  remain  at  home  until  their  applications  for  details  can  be 
acted  upon  by  the  Bureau  of  Conscription;  also  a  want  of  a  general 
s^tem  of  supervision  of  detailed  men ;  and  suggests  that  the  local 
boards  and  militia  officers  afford  a  ready  agency  for  the  supervision 
of  the  daily  life  of  every  detailed  man  in  a  county.  The  suggestions 
of  Colonel  Anderson  are  concurred  in  and  are  recommended  for 
adoption.  The  same  suggestions  were  made  by  Col.  R.  H.  Chilton  in 
his  inspection  report  of  the  conscription  in  Richmond,  August  31, 
1804. 

R.  H.  CHILTON, 

Assustani  Adjukint  and  Inapector  OeneraL 

[Seconit  juilonwni«Dt.] 

Wah  Department,  Burjsau  of  Conscription, 

Richmond^  October  17,  1864. 

General  S.  CooPER, 

Adjutard  and  Inspector  General: 

Sir:  Herewith  are  returned  reports  of  Lieut.  CoL  Archer  Ander- 
son, assistant  adjutant-general,  of  inspection  of  the  conscript  service 
in  North  Carolina.  Such  of  their  contents  as  suj^^t  action  or 
inquiry  by  this  Bureau  will  receive  appropriate  attention  and  the 
results  will  be  duly  reported  to  you.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowl- 
edge the  just  and  enlightened  character  of  these  reports  and  sug^;es- 
tions  and  to  find  in  them  a  substantial  approval  of  the  administra- 
tion of  conscription  in  North  Carolina. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  PRESTON. 
Brigadier-'Gfeneral  arid  SupertniendenL 


Hacon,  July  IS,  1864. 

Hon.  Jahes  a.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

There  are  three  classes  of  agricultural  exempts,  and  takes,  first, 
those  who  paid  $500  for  overseers;  second,  those  who  having  fifteen 
and  more  hands  have  given  bonds;  third,  those  having  less  than  fif- 
teen hands  and  have  bonded.  To  be  certain,  I  ask  your  views  on 
each  point. 

HOWELL  COBB. 

McQor-OeneraL 
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Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  July  19,  1864. 

General  Howell  Cobb, 

Macon,  Ga.: 

Overseers  for  whom  $500  have  been  paid  the  Government  are  not 
strictly  exempts,  as  the  last  law  does  not  embrace  them.  Those  hav- 
ing fifteen  hands  who  have  bonded  are  exempts-  Those  with  less 
than  fifteen,  though  bonded,  are  strictly  detail^  men.  For  the  tirst 
and  second  class  we  have  strictly  no  right  to  interpose.  For  the  third, 
as  legaUy  they  are  in  Confederate  service,  we  have;  but  I  leave  the 
matter  to  ronr  discretion. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  169.        f  Richmond,  July  10,  ISH^. 

*  *       -      >ii  *  *  *  * 

II.  The  Nineteenth  Mississippi  Battalion  (Lieut  Col.  W.  L.  DuflF) 
having  been  increased  to  ten  companies  by  the  addition  of  four  com- 
panies raised  within  the  enemy's  lines,  will  ccmstitnte  the  Eighth 
Regiment  Mississippi  Cavalnr. 

.  III.  The  six  companies  of  Tennessee  cavalry  raised  by  Col.  John 
F.  Newsom  and  the  four  companies  of  the  late  Colonel  Forrest's  regi- 
ment will  constitute  the  Eighteenth  Regiment  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

IV.  The  four  Alabama  companies  heretofore  attached  to  the  organ- 
ization known  as  McDonald's  battalion,  or  N.  B.  Forrest's  Thii-d  Ten- 
nessee Cavalry,  are  hereby  transferred  to  Russell's  Alabama  regiment. 

v.  The  seven  companies  now  composing  N.  B.  Forrest's  Third  Ten- 
nessee Cayalry  will  constitute  the  Twenty-sixth  Battalion  Tennessee 
Cavalry,  to  the  command  of  which  Lieut.  Col.  1}.  C.  Kelley  is  hereby 
assigned. 

VI.  The  regiment  heretofore  known  as  the  First  Mississippi  Parti- 
san Rangers  will  be  known  hereafter  as  the  Seventh  Regiment  Mis- 
sissippi Cavaliy. 

VII.  The  reMmental  organizations  of  the  Fourteenth,  Fiftewth, 
aad  Sixteenth  Re^ments  Tennessee  Cavalry,  heretofore  constituting 
a  part  of  what  was  known  as  Richardson's  brigade,  are  annulled,  and 
the  field  officers  of  these  regiments  will  no  longer  be  regarded  as  in 

commission. 

VIII.  The  following  companies  will  constitute  the  Fourteenth  Regi- 
ment Tennessee  Cavalry:  Capt.  S.  J.  Cox's,  Capt.  John'H.  Deberry's, 
Capt.  Zilman  Voss',  Capt.  L.  A.  Thomas',  Capt.  E.  W.  Jacobs', 
Capt.  W.  J.  Hall's,  Capt.  A.  C.  Reid's,  Capt.  James  Gwynn's,  Capt. 
E.  6.  Elliott's,  First  Lieut  C.  C.  Conner's.  The  field  officers  will  be 
appointed. 

IX.  The  following  companies  will  constitute  the  Fifteenth  Regi- 
ment Tennessee  Cavalry:  Capt.  P.  W.  Moore's,  Capt.  J.  L.  Garrison's, 
Capt.  H.  T.  Hanks',  Capt.  T.  Nutt's,  Capt.  E.  L.  Hnssey's,  Capt.  T. 
C.  Buchanan's,  Capt.  R.  B.  Sanders',  Capt.  G.  T.  Penn's,  Capt.  P.  M. 
WiUioms',  Capt.  J.  A.  Williamson's.  The  field  officers  will  be 
appointed. 

**«•*«• 
By  command  of  the  Secretaiy  of  War : 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 

AaaistarU  Ac^jidant^Chnertd. 
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Liberty,  Jvly  19^  1864. 


[Hon.  Jahes  a.  Seddon:] 

Dear  Sir  :  I  feel  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  apprise  you  of  the 
state  of  public  sentiment  in  this  section  of  the  State  with  reference  to 
the  schedule  of  prices  recently  adopted  and  published  by  the  commis- 
sioners. It  has  cast  a  gloom  over  this  community,  and  done  more  to 
destroy  the  Confederate  currency  than  any  oircnmstance  which  has 
transpired  since  the  commencement  of  the  war.  I  hare  conversed 
with  many  fanners  on  the  subject,  and  have  yet  to  meet  with  the  first  i 
man  who  does  not  express  the  most  profound  regret  on  account  of 
this  action  of  the  commissioners.  They  all  say  it  was  entirely  unlocked  ! 
for  and  has  taken  them  completely  by  surprise.  I  am  perfectly  confi- 
dent that  the  GoTcmment  could  hare  gotten  just  as  much  wheat  in 
this  county  by  offering  $10  i>er  bushel  as  by  offering  $30.  Under  a 
recent  circular  issued  from  your  Department  making  an  appeal  for 
grain  the  people  of  this  county  will  furnish  liberally  from  their 
exhausted  supplies,  notwithstanding  the  enemy, has  recently  visited 
us  and  foraged  all  over  the  county.  The  fears  of  patriotic  men  every- 
vhere  are  aroused  for  the  currency.  They  had  fondly  hoped  that 
under  the  recent  legislation  of  Congress  the  currency  would  soon  be 
improved,  but  now  they  regard  this  action  of  the  commissioners  as  a 
declaration  on  the  part  of  the  €U>remment  that  l^e  depreciation  of 
the  currency  cannot  and  will  not  be  remedied,  and  plain  men  cannot 
understand  how  the  Government  is  ever  to  redeem  its  obligations  and 
pay  off  a  debt  piled  up  at  the  rates  fixed  by  the  commissioners.  In 
other  words,  they  look  upon  repudiation"  as  almost  inevitable.  It  is 
in  this  view  of  the  subject  that  our  farmers  would  prefer  to  have  their 
wheat  taken  at  $10  per  bushel  than  at  $30.  Again,  all  the  counties 
of  this  Commonwealth  have  a  large  number  of  soldiers'  families  to 
support,  and  in  doing  so  they  find  themselves  compelled  under  this 
act  of  Assembly  to  resort  to  impressment.  They  cannot  impress  at  a 
lower  rate  than  the  Gk)vemment,  and  how  can  they  pay  the  enormous 
debt  which  will  be  incurred  by  paying  $30  per  bushel  for  wheat,  $24  i 
for  com,  and  $25  for  corn-meal  ?  How  are  the  non-producers  of  the 
country  to  live  when  the  inevitable  effect  of  this  action  must  be  to 
doable  the  prices  of  the  necessfuies  of  life  in  the  markets?  The  seller 
will  say  at  once  that  if  the  Government  is  giving  $30  for  wheat  the 
market  price  will  be  $60,  and  many  of  them  will  hoard  with  the  expec- 
tation of  realizing  that  price.  I  fully  appreciate  the  difficulties  which 
surround  you.  I  know  that  the  scarcity  is  great,  and  that  our  noble 
Army  must  be  fed  at  all  hazards,  but  have  not  the  commissioners 
overrated  the'  difficulties?  Cannot  the  Army  be  supplied  without 
inflicting  this  serious  blow  upon  the  currency?  Regarding  the  recent 
action  of  the  commissioners  as  more  fatal  in  its  consequences  than  the 
defeat  of  our  armies  in  the  field,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  calling  , 
your  attention  to  this  subject  with  the  earnest  hope  that  their  action  j 
may  be  either  reversed  or  essentially  modified. 
Very  respectfully,  Ac, 


P.  S. — ^If  you  deem  it  inadrisable  to  change  the  schedule  with 
reference  to  the  community  generally,  ought  it  not  to  be  changed  so 
far  as  the  detailed  men  are  concerned?  They  were  very  glad  to  take 
the  details  in  order  to  avoid  military  service  when  they  supposed  they 
would  be  required  to  furnish  com  at  $4  and  wheat  at  $5  per  bushel. 
So  far  from  rendering  service  to  the  Government,  they  wm  esteem  it 


JOHN  GOODE,  Jr. 
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an  inestixaable  privilege  to  be  allowed  to  remain  at  home  and  fumisli 
their  prodncts  at  those  rates. 

J.  G.,  Jk. 


[July  19,  1864. — For  Brown  to  Davis,  in  regard  to  wsbion  of  Con* 
federate  officers  with  reference  to  getting  the  militia  of  Georgia  into 
the  field  for  active  service,  see  SeHes  I,  Vol.  LII,  Part  II,  p.  709.] 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond^  Va.fJuly  20^  1864, 

Governor  J.  E.  Brown, 

AiUmUiy  Oa.: 

Your  tel^ram  of  the  16th  referred  by  the  President  to  me.  There 

is  no  principle  of  public  law  exempting  the  merchandise  of  a  consul, 
and  it  might  be  a  source  of  just  dissatisfaction  to  make  an  exception. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Camp  First  Maryland  Battery, 

Near  Petersburg^  Jidy  20,  I864. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

iVe9^2^  of  the  Confederate  States  : 

Sir:  I  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
within-inclosed  application  for  the  discharge  of  certain  members  of 
my  company,  and  the  indorsement  thereon  of  the  Honorable  Secre- 
tary of  War.    The  facts  I  beg  leave  briefly  to  state  are  these : 

On  the  13th  of  July,  18^1,  the  company  was  mustered  into  the  serv- 
ice of  the  Confederate  States  for  the  period  of  three  years  or  the  war; 
consequently  the  term  of  service  of  the  original  members  expired  on 
the  13th  instant.  Not  being  aware  of  any  act  [of]  Congress  which 
changed  the  status  of  Marylanders,  my  application  was  made  with 
the  firm  conviction  that  these  men  whom  I  represented  as  having 
faithfully  served  the  term  for  which  they  were  enlisted  would  be  dis- 
charged. That  they  are  subject  to  the  conscription  laws  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  or  that  they  as  residents  are  liable  under  the  same, 
I,  in  all  dne  def««nce  to  the  opinion  of  the  Honorable  Secretary  of 
War,  must  acknowledge  my  inability  to  perpeive.  Believing,  then, 
that  antil  by  representation  in  Congress  or  by  its  legitimate  legisla- 
tion otherwise  exercised,  the  status  of  these  men  is  changed,  that 
they  are  entitled  to  an  honorable  discharge,  I  have  deemed  it  proper 
to  address  this  communication  to  you  in  the  nature  of  an  appeal,  hop- 
ing that  you,  in  your  sound  judgment  and  discpetion,  may  see  fit  to 
reverse  the  decision  of  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  DEMENT, 
Captain  First  Maryland  Battery. 

[Indonenienl.] 

Secbktary  of  War: 

As  this  appeal  is  founded  on  a  construction  of  laura  applicable  to 
the  ease,  I  surest  that  the  record  be  presented  with  these  letters  and 
referred  to  the  Attomey-Oeneral  for  an  opinion. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

36  B  B— SERIES  IV,  VOL  in 
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[IboIosom.] 

.  Camp  Fntsr  Mabtlanp  Battbbt, 

MClNTOSR'8  BaTTAUON  ABTILLERT, 

July  S,  2864. 

Col.  W.  H.  Tatlor, 

Assistant  Adjuiaiit-Qenercd: 

Sir:  I  respectfally  ask  for  the  proper  authority  to  discharge  certain 
members  of  my  company  (First  Maryland  Batteiy),  whose  term  of 
service  will  expire  on  13th  of  Jofy,  1864. 

Very  respectful^,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  W.  F.  DEMENT, 

Capiaiiij  ComTnanding  First  Manryland  Bakery. 


[Flrrt  IndocaMMiit.] 


Headquarters  McIntosh*s  Battaijom, 

Jvly  9,  2864. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

Captain  Dement  represents  that  the  term  of  service  of  thirty  of  his 
men  will  expire  on  the  13th  instant,  and  of  others  from  that  time 
until  September;  sufficient  in  numbers,  if  discharged,  to  break  up  the 
company.  The  men  claim  and  expect  to  be  dischaiged.  But  the  act- 
of  Congress  of  February  7, 1864,  retaining  troops  in  service,  makes  no 
exemptions,  and  information  is  desired  to  know  if  the  act  applies  to 
Marylanders. 

D.  G.  Mcintosh 

lAeiUenant-CdUmd. 

[Saoond  Indonemeiit.] 

HSADgUARTEBS  A^pJiERY,  THIRD  CORPS, 

July  9,  1864, 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

R.  L.  WALKER. 

Cckmel  and  Chief  of  AiHUeryj  Third  Corps. 

(Third  indM«Mneiit.1 

Hdqrs.  Artillbbt,  Army  of  Northern  Viroinia, 

July  3,  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded,  in  absence  of  General  Pendleton. 

D.  D.  PENDLETON, 

Assistard  A^utant-QeneraL 

[Fourth  Indorsement.] 

Hbadquartees  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

July  9,  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  decision. 

It  is  requested  that  this  paper  be  returned  as  soon  as  practicable, 
as  many  similar  cases  are  being  presented  and  the  vtews  of  the 
Department  are  not  known. 

For  General  R.  E.  Lee: 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistami  AcdjtUcmt-OeneraL 
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[Flftti  Indonement-I 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Jvly  IS,  1864, 

Respectfully  retiimed  throngh  General  R.  E.  Lee. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  decided  that  Marylanders  in  service  may 
justly  be  considered  as  staying  in  the  Confederacy  for  an  indefinite 
period,  as  residents;  that  they  have  oast  their  lota  with  us,  and  are 
liable  to'  like  duties  in  rerasting  a  common  enemy  with  our  own 
citizens.  These  men  will  be  retained  in  service. 
By  order  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 

Assistcmi  A^utani-CfenerctL 


Stattnton,  Va.,  Jidy  20,  I864. 

Honorable  Secretary  of  War: 

Sib:  I  respectfully  suggest  the  importance,  in  view  of  the  condition 
of  the  crops  in  the  Valley,  of  suspending  at  least  for  a  time  the  recent 
eaU  for  the  slaves  and  free  negroes  of  that  region  to  work  on  fortifi- 
cations or  for  other  governments  purposes.  I  also  submit  whether 
there  is  any  law  authorizing  a  draft  of  slaves  In  Virginia  except 
according  to  State  law  and  through  the  Governor  and  the  county 
courts.  The  practical  fact  is  that  now  all  the  free  negroes  in  the  Val- 
ley are  kept  constantly  and  profitably  at  work  under  an  efficient 
police,  and  that  none  can  be  spared  without  great  mischief. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHK  B.  BALDWIN. 

[First  indoneiMiit.] 

July  25,  1864. 

Assistant  Secretary: 

This  presents  the  question  raised  by  Mr.  Baldwin  relative  to  the 
power  of  impressing  slaves  in  West  Virginia,  on  which  I  should  be 
pleased  to  have  your  opinion. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secr^ry. 

[Second  Indonenwnt.] 

July  26, 18G4. 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  act  of  March  26,  1863,  allqwed  impressments  generally  for  the 
"good  of  the  service"  (fourth  section).  The  ninth  section  prescribed 
a  mode  for  impressing  slaves  to  labor  on  fortifications  and  public 
works.  The  tenth  section  contains  a  limitation  on  the  impreaunent 
of  slaves  engaged  in  work  on  a  plantation,  except  in  cases  of  urgent 
necessily,  prior  to  1st  of  December  following. 

Under  this  act  impressn)ents  for  slaves  might  be  made  for  other 
purx>oses  than  those  specified  in  the  ninth  section  as  in  other  cases, 
July  16.  The  supplementary  act  to  the  general  act  above  cited  con- 
tains nothing  to  affect  the  question  except  that  no  slave  employed  on 
A  plantation  exclusively  devoted  to  the  production  of  grain  should 
be  impressed,  except  in  cases  of  urgent  necessity  and  by  the  com- 
mand of  the  general  commanding. 
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The  matter  stood  thus  until  the  act  of  17th  of  July,  referred  to  by  j 
Mr.  Baldwin.    This  act  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  War  to  employ 
slaves  for  the  various  military  departments  for  the  necessities  of  the 
departments,  "acoordtng  to  laws  legnlating  impressment  of  slaves  in 
other  cases." 

There  is  some  reason  to  argue  that  the  special  regulations  in  refer- 
ence to  the  impressment  of  slaves  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of 
1863  are  those  referred  to  in  this  section  and  by  this  language,  but  it 
is  hardly  a  sound  construction  of  the  act,  except  in  reference  to  those 
slavM  who  may  be  wanted  for  fortifications  and  to  labor  on  public  | 
works,  as  the  act  clearly  contemplates  that  impressments  of  slaves  I 
for  other  service  might  be  made  under  the  general  provisions  of.  the  ! 
impressment  act. 
Bespectfully» 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assi^tU  Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  60.         f  Richmond,  July  2i,  I864. 

T.  OflBeera,  contractors  of  the  Government,  and  their  agents  are 
prohibited  from  purchasing  or  using  wheat  for  feeding  horses. 

II.  Agents,  assessors,  and  employ^  on  tax-in-kind  service  who  are 
over  forty-five  years  of  age  will  not  be  molested  by  enrolling  offioers. 

III.  Paragraph  19,  Medical  Regulations  (1163,  Army  Undulations), 
is  substituted  by  the  following: 

An  oflScer  transferring  medical  supplies  will  furnish  duplicate  cer- 
tified invoices  to  the  officer  who  is  to  receive  them,  who  shall  furnish 
to  the  issuing  officer  duplicate  receipts  (specifying  articles  and  quan- 
tities), accompanied  by  a  report  of  the  quality  and  condition  of  the 
supplies,  and  discrepancies,  if  any,  between  the  articles  received  and. 
invoiced,  a  duplicate  of  which  report  will  also  be  sent  to  the  Surgeon- 
General.  "With  their  returns  of  hospital  property  officers  will  for- 
ward to  the  Surgeon-General  one  of  the  invoices  of  supplies  received 
by  them  and  one  of  the  receipts  for  supplies  issued.  A  medical  offi- 
cer who  turns  over  medical  supplies  to  a  quartermaster  for  storage  or 
transportation  will  forward  to  the  Surgeon-General  the  quartermas- 
ter's receipt  for  the  packages.  When  a  medical  officer  to  whom 
stores  are  forwarded  has  reason  to  suppose  them  miscarried,  he  slum 
promptly  inform  the  ^uing  said  forwarding  offioers  and  the  Sni^eon- 
General. 

IV.  Paragraph  53,  Medical  Begulations  (1197,  Army  B^rolations), 
is  modified  as  follows: 

Every  medical  officer  will  report  to  the  Surgeon-General  and  to  the 

medical  director  the  date  when  he  arrives  at  a  station  or  when  he 
leaves  it,  and  his  orders  in  the  case,  stating  the  date  of  their  recep- 
tion, their  nature,  number,  date,  and  source,  and  at  the  end  of  each 
month,  whenever  not  at  his  station,  whether  od  service  or  on  leave  of 
absence,  and  when  on  leave  of  absence  his  post-office  address  for  the 
next  month. 
By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
AcfjuiaTU  and  Injector  General. 
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siderations : 

The  raiboads  now  have  no  diflSculty  in  bringing  on  whatever  is 
offered;  such  is  the  report  of  the  Quarterinaster*a  Department.  The 
purchasing  commissaries  at  the  south  for  one  or  two  months  past 
have  been  unable  to  collect  subsistence.  Funds  insufficiently  fur- 
nished do  not  suffice  to  furnish  outstanding  engagements.  The  peo- 
ple have  seen  the  commissioners  of  appra^ment  fixing  prices  in 
relation  to  their  view  of  tbe  depreciation  of  the  currency,  thereby 
aggravated,  and  producers  look  for  further  advance  without  limit, 
and  only  part  with  their  commodities  when  money  is  needed  for  pay- 
ment of  taxes  and  current  expenditure,  preferring  an  appreciating 
article  to  a  depreciating  currency. 

Commissaries,  therefore,  cannot  buy  even  if  supplied  with  funds, 
and  without  them  cannot  impress.  The  law  requires  payment  after 
all  the  preliminary  difficulties  have  been  surmounted,  but  the  people 
South  do  not  pay  much  regard  to  notices  of  impressment,  oppose  the 
process,  and  malce  other  disx>ositioiw  of  their  goods,  refusing  informa- 
tion thereon,  while  the  civil  law  gives  no  remedy  to  unpopular  pro- 
ceedings instituted  by  officers  in  these  cases.  In  addition  to  these 
difficulties  the  late  schedule  of  Virginia  for  July  and  August  will  have 
a  reflex  action  on  the  other  States,  and  the  poor,  as  usually  happens, 
will  be  Tiotims,  including  soldiers*  families. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  first  of  a  new  crop  (after  that  crop 
has  been  surely  ma^e)  should  outsell  the  grain  when  consumption  has 
exhausted  partially  the  surplus  secured.  ' 

The  estimated  fund  required  by  this  Bureau  to  last  till  the  next 
session  of  Congress  was  based  on  the  cost  oi  $2  per  ration ;  its  actual 
cost  now  is  over  $6.  The  means  appropriated  to  meet  the  requisi- 
tions per  month  fu*e  not  by  one-third  of  what  was  the  estimated 
expenditure  per  month  authorized  by  the  last  law  of  Congress  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  this  Bureau.  The  requisitions  made  and 
unpaid  are  over  $20,000,000  for  this  Bureau.  Furthermore,  the  law 
rec^iectii^  hospital  commutations  has  created  an  expenditure  need- 
less and  enormous,  and  tike  purchase  of  wheat  and  com  at  $30  and 
$24,  respectively,  by  the  Virginia  schedule  and  the  reflex  action  on 
the  other  States  referred  to  above  calls  for  an  expenditure  which 
astounds  and  defies  calculation. 

The  producers  themselves  who  have  not  become  blind  by  avarice 
see  bankruptcy  impending  and  attach  no  value  to  money  so  recklessly 
spent.  The  poor  cannot  buy  at  all,  and  the  Treasury  will  be  hojw- 
lessly  wrecked. 

Ar  an  illustration,  in  one  of  the' counties  I  understand  the  court 
has  appointed  a  committee  to  fix  the  market  value  of  wheat,  and 
they  have  placed  it  at  150  per  bushel  under  the  stimulus  of  the  com- 
missioners of  appraisements,  whose  decrees  have  hitherto  been  below 
market  prices,  though  in  the  present  schedule  they  have  aimed  at 
reaching  them  by  consulting  men  competent  to  deal  in  such  mat- 
ters, and,  I  understand,  by  adding  near  60  per  cent,  to  the  point 
concluded  on. 

This  action  should  be  at  once  revised.  The  amount  of  currency 
in  caxcnlation  warrants  no  such  prices.   The  scarcity  here  has  been 
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simply  the  measure  of  the  difficulty  of  transportation  hither  of  com 
from  the  South.  There  has  been  always  enough  of  breadstuff  in  the 
land  to  feed  all  the  people  and  the  Army.  Furthermore,  this  appraise- 
ment in  its  consequent  effects  simply  gives  all  the  bonded  agricultur- 
ists exemptions  free. 

Under  present  circumstances  the  Army  cannot  be  sabsisted,  and 
immediate  action  is  necessary  and  obvious. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTHROP. 

Commissary-  General. 

Ilndonement.] 

July  31, 1864. 

It  is  more  easy  to  see  the  mischief  here  than  provide  the  remedy. 
The  only  true*  corrective  is  in  a  sounder  and  more  acceptable  currency. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 


[July  21,  1864. — For  Seddon  to  Brown,  in  reply  to  Brown  to  Davis 
of  July  19,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LII,  Part  II,  p.  711.] 


[July  21,  1864. — For  Seddon  to  Cobb,  in  regard  to  proclamation  of 
Governor  Brown,  of  Georgia,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LII,  Part  II,  p.  710.] 


Richmond,  Va.,  July  I864. 
The  President  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Dear  Sib:  Permit  me  most  respectfully  to  present  you  with  a 
statement  of  facts  which  I  deem  of  intense  interest  to  the  Confed- 
eracy Mid  to  my  native  State.  The  three-yeturs*  term  of  service  of 
many  of  the  gentlemen  of  my  State  who  have  served  faithfully  in 
the  Confederate  cause  having  expired,  they  have  been  informed,  and 
believe,  that  they  are  entitled  to  an  honorable  discharge  and  are 
not.liabIe  to  conscription. 

They  have  come  to  Richmond  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  what 
they  deem  their  right,  and  have  been  met  with  indignity  and  insult 
and  ordered  to  reiwrt  to  the  Maryland  Line.  Many  of  these  soldiers 
wish  to  recruit  their  health,  or  visit  their  families  in  Maryland,  but 
none  ai-e  willing  to  desert  the  flag  they  have  so  gallantly  defended,  as 
well  you  know.  But  I  fear  their  sense  of  justice,  if  persistently 
denied,  may  drive  them  back  to  their  homes,  without  your  leave  and 
to  the  degradation  of  themselves  and  State. 

I  most  earnestly  beg  that  you-  will  apply  such  remedy  as  in  yonr 
Judgment  may  seem  right  and  just. 

And  I  am,  most  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  CALVERT. 


[Flnt  indoTMtaent.] 

Secretary  of  War  for  consideration  and  remarks. 
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[Sewmd  IndonenHOik] 


July  24,  1864. 


Respectfully  returned  to  the  President. 

I  confess  to  little  sympathy  with  either  the  position  or  spirit  of  the 
writer..  He,  in  common  with  many  other  Marylanders  (of  Southern 
principles  and  symftathy),  seems  to  take  great  merit  for  serving  in 
our  Confederate  Army,  and  expects  a  different  measure  from  what  is 
exacted  from  our  own  gallant  native  soldiers.  Now,  to  my  conception, 
these  Marylanders  have  more  wrongs  to  avenge,  more  rights  to  assert, 
and  more  motives  to  service  than  even  our  own  citizens,  and  should  cer- 
tainly not  less  cheerfully  and  bravely  endure  tiie  sacrifices  and  perils 
of  a  return  to  the  service.  They  are,  too,  in  my  judgment,  clearly 
embraced  in  the  terms  of  the  law  which  exacts  the  service  of  all  resi- 
dents and  plainly  contemplates  that  soldiers  in  service  should  be 
retained. 

I  know  no  better  description  of  a  resident  than  one  staying  indefi- 
nitely— for  a  period  which  may  endure  for  a  long  period — as,  for 
instance,  till  tiie  declaration  of  peace,  and  whose  return  then  may 
be  dependent  on  uncertain  contingencies ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  considering  Marylanders  here  for  the  war  as  residents.  Every 
privilege  is  granted  them  consistent  with  service,  they  being  allowed 
t.0  go  to  the  Maryland  Line  and  select  their  own  companies  therein. 
I  know  of  no  insult  or  offense  offered  to  any,  unless  it  may  be  that  to 
one  (not  the  writer,  but  a  Mr.  Simon,  I  think),  who,  in  rather  an 
offensive  mfumer,  desired  to  know  if  the  Confederate  authorities 
meant  to  deny  or  abuse  the  privilege  of  asylum  to  the  refugee,  and 
received  rather  sharply  the  answer  that  men  were  expected  to  unite 
in  defending  their  place  of  refuge  and  not,  like  the  feeble  and  help- 
less, to  be  sheltered  by  the  bravery  and  manhood  of  others. 


His  Excellency  President  Davis  : 

Mr.  President:  I  take  the  liberty  of  representing  to  Your  Excel- 
lency that  I  apprehend  tiiere  will  be  great  difficulty  in  carrying  out 
any  enterprise  for  the  Government  involving  large  expenditures  unless 
the  schedule  of  prices  recently  promnl^te^  by  the  commissioners  for 
the  State  of  Virginia  can  be  greatly  modified  and  very  promptly. 
Our  agents  at  the  blast  furnaces  (at  least  one  of  them)  write  that 
wheat  was  freely  sold  at  $10  per  bushel  prior  to  the  publication  of  the 
schedule,  and  aU  seem  to  concur  that  its  effect  will  be  abnost  to 
destroy  the  purchasing  value  of  the  currency.  As  a  farmer  it  is  to 
my  interest  to  get  a  good  price  for  my  wheat,  and  as  a  manufacturer 
the  increase  in  cost  of  supplies  must  eventually  come  out  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, 80  far  as  it  consumes  our  production,  but  as  citizens  we  are 
all  interested  in  sustaining  the  currency  of  the  country.  I  am  not 
advised  whether,  under  the  law.  Your  Excellency  has  control  of  this 
matter,  but  I  presume  under  advice  the  commissioners,  whom  I  know 
to  be  patriotic  and  intelligent  men,  will  reconsider  their  action  and 
make  it  conform  to  what  seems  to  be  the  public  wish.  At  all  events, 
as  one  citizen  whose  labors  for  the  Government  must  be  very  deeply 


J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Tredegar  Iron-Works, 

Richmond^  July  22,  I864. 
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affected  by  it,  I  venture  to  present  to  you  my  exx>erience  and  appre- 
fiiBDsions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  R.  ANDERSON. 

[Pint  indormnwDt.] 

Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  "War. 

The  subject  is  cue  of  great  interest,  and  has  been  considered  in 
conference  between  us.  This  letter  enforces  the  view  that  it  is  proper 
to  act  promptly. 

J.  D. 

[Second  indoraement.] 

JtILT  25,  1864. 

The  commissioners  have  been  summoned. 

J.  A.  S., 

Secrdary. 


Richmond,  Va.,  July  22^  I864. 

Hon.  Herschel  V.  Johnson, 

*  Sandy  Orove,  New  Barton  Post-O^ce,  Oa.: 
My  Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  30th  ultimo  has  been  received,* 
and  your  suggestions  on  the  subject  of  blockade-running  have  had 
from  me  the  consideration  which  I  always  give  to  your  opinions  or 
suggestions.  My  message  returning,  with  objections,  the  bill  passed 
by  Congress  was  not  published  until  the  8th  instant.  A  copy  is  in- 
closed to  you,  and  if  you  please,  it  would  I  think  be  useful  to  have  it 
published  in  some  of  your  papers  of  widest  circulation,  as  it  contains 
such  an  exposition  of  the  policy  of  the  Confederate  Government  on  the 
subject  as  will  correct  misrepresentations.  While  I  am  unwilling  even 
to  seem  disobliging  to  those  who  have  a  common  purpose  with  the 
Confederate  Government,  I  am  compelled  by  its  present  necessities  to 
use  full  authority  vested  in  me  by  Congress  in  this  matter.  I  am  per- 
suaded that  after  understanding  fully  the  difficulties  surrounding  any 
other  course,  and  the  obstacles  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  Confederate 
Government  by  blockade-runners  to  defeat  the  legislation  of  a  former 
session  of  Congress,  you  will  concur  with  me  in  the  necessity  of  not 
relaxing  the  regulations  established.  As  soon  as  Congress  had  em- 
powered the  Executive  to  control  this  trade,  so  as  to  use  our  staples 
with  the  greatest  efficiency  and  secure  our  Government  against  the 
monopoly  and  exactions  of  blockade-runners,  these  latter  attempted 
to  interpose  the  State  authorities  between  themselves  and  the  General 
Government,  and  thus  evade  the  regulations.  Charters  thus  effected 
are  certainly  not  entitled  to  more  than  ordinary  consideration.  Many 
persons,  not  aware  of  the  objects  for  which  it  was  to  be  used,  sanc- 
tioned with  their  approval  the  bill  which  authorized  States  to  charter 
ships,  &c.,  which  I  was  compelled  to  veto,  as  it  would  have  rendered 
unattainable  the  objects  of  previous  legislation  by  enabling  owners 
to  place  every  ship  in  the  trade  under  such  control  as  to  deprive  the  1 
Confederate  Government  of  their  use  and  of  the  best  means  of  obtain-  ' 
ing  the  sinews  of  war.  An  amendment  was  passed  during  the  last  ! 
hours  of  the  session  authorizing  the  exemption  from  the  regulations 
of  vessels  already  chartered  by  States.   I  could  not  approve  this, 

•Not  found. 
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because  it  was  regarded  as  substantially  liable  to  the  objections  pre- 
sented in  a  message  and  sustained  by  the  Congress.  I  was  infoimed 
that  arrangements  had  been  made  for  such  charters  to  such  an  ertent 
that  would  have  deprived  the  Confederate  Government  of  tiie  benefits 
it  had  jnst  began  to  realize  from  the  policy  of  the  law  in  regard  to 
foreign  commerce.  The  ships  owned  by  the  States  are  exempt^  from 
the  regulation,  and  the  State  authorities  are  not  prevented  from  char- 
tering one-half  of  every  vessel,  one-half  only  being  claimed  for  the 
service  of  the  General  Government.  The  whole  of  one  vessel  affords 
no  greater  commercial  facilities  to  the  State  authorities  tlian  the  half 
of  two;  bnt  to  allow  them  to  absorb  the  entire  tonnage  of  vessels 
under  charters  made  with  them  by  parties  seeking  to  evade  the  law, 
would  probably  produce  embarrassing  r^alts,  wUoh  in  the  present 
tu^nt  necessities  of  our  country  I  cannot  consent  to  encounter.  I 
beUeve  that  a  full  consideration  of  the  question,  and  of  the  stringent 
wants  of  the  Confederate  Government,  charged  as  it  is  with  the  arma- 
ment and  equipment  of  lai^  armies,  and  the  solution  of  tlie  financial 
difficulties  which  do  not  embarrass  the  States,  will  satisfy  yon  as  to  the 
propriety  of  my  present  action.  I  therefore  hope  for  and  much  desire 
to  have  the  approval  of  your  sound  practical  judgment  of  the  course 
which  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  pursue. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 


The  house  of  Representatives  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America: 

I  herewith  return  to  your  honorable  body,  with  my  objections,  a 
bill  which  originated  in  the  House  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  an  act  to  impose  regulations  upon  the  foreign  commerce  of 
the  Confederate  States  to  provide  for  the  public  defense,"  approved 
February  6,  1864. 

The  principal  provisions  of  the  bill  are  unexceptionable,  but  one  of 
its  clauses  requires  to  be  guarded  by  some  restriction  or  modification 
in  order  to  prevent  serious  injury  to  the  public  service.  For  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  subject  it  is  necessary  to  state  certain  facts, 
prol^bly  unknown  to  many  members,  and  which  have  an  important 
bearing  on  the  policy  of  the  Government. 

Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  6th  of  February,  1864,  the  Gov- 
ernment was  without  any  means  of  making  available  the  cotton  and 
tobacco  in  its.  possession  for  the  purchase  abroad  and  importation  of 
supplies  essential  to  the  conduct  of  the  war  and  the  efficiency  of  the 
Army,  other  than  two  or  three  steamers  belonging  to  the  depart- 
nrents,  and  such  steamers  belonging  to  private  owners  as  could  be 
obtained  by  contract.  The  prices  charged  to  the  Government  were 
loo  excessive  to  be  borne,  while  the  profits  of  the  private  owners  were 
so  great  as  to  enable  them  by  the  payment  of  extravagant  wages  and 
rewards  to  secure  (against  the  possibility  of  competition  on  the  part 
of  the  Government)  the  choice  of  the  pilots,  engineers,  and  other 
officers  available  for  the  service.  The  large  majority  of  those  engaged 
in  tiie  trade  were  foreigners  who,  by  the  aid  qi  the  fortifications  and 
defenses  established  and  maintained  in  our  harbors  at  the  Confed- 
erate expense,  were  thus  enabled  to  accumulate  rapid  fortunes,  while 
depreciating  our  currency  and  exhausting  our  country  of  the  produc- 
tions which  form  its  most  valuable  i-esources  for  needful  supplies 
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during  the  war.  Li  the  beginning  these  vessels  were  by  consent  of  the 
owners  made  partially  available  for  pnblie  pnrposes,  and  a  portion  <3i 
their  tonnage  was  reserved  for  public  nse,  but  always  at  very  extrava- 
gant rates.  Subsequently,  however,  even  these  profits  were  insuffi- 
cient to  satisfy  the  demands  of  some  of  the  traders,  and  attempts 
were  made  to  enhance  gains  by  bringing  State  and  Confederate 
officials  into  competition  for  the  use  of  the  vessels.  The  evil  effects 
of  the  system  were  so  apparent  that  the  act  of  the  6th  of  February  last 
was  passed  by  your  prwieceasors,  and  under  its  provisions  regulations 
were  adopted  which  were  intended  to  guard  the  public  interest,  while 
still  offering  to  private  owners  adequate  profits  to  induce  a  contin- 
uance of  the  trade.  For  some  weeks  after  the  adoption  of  these 
regulations  strenuous  effoi4i  were  made  by  parties  interested  in  the 
business  to  induce  a  relaxation  of  the  regulations.  Many  of  the 
vessels  remained  unemployed  on  the  allegation  of  the  owners  that  the 
terms  imp<»ed  by  the  regulations  were  so  onerous  as  to  render  impos- 
sible the  continuance  of  the  business.  The  regulations  remuned 
nnchiuiged,  for  I  was  satisfied,  from  an  examination  of  the  subject, 
that  this  complaint  was  unfounded,  and  that  the  withdrawal  of  the 
vessels  was  an  e^wriment  by  a  combination  among  the  owners  on  the 
firmness  of  the  Government.  The  result  proved  the  correctness  of 
the  view,  for,  after  various  attempts  to  obtain  increased  advantages, 
the  vessels  resumed  their  voyages.  Their  number  has  been  lai^ly 
increased,  the  ability  to  export  produce  and  import  supplies  on  Gov- 
ernment account  has  been  developed  to  a  greater  extent  than  had 
been  anticipated,  and  the  credit  of  the  Government  has  been  so 
improved  in  foreign  markets  that  the  quotations  for  its  loan  have 
rapidly  advanced. 

It  is  proper  here  to  observe  that  among  the  efforts  made  to  induce 

a  change  of  the  regulations,  was  a  warning  given  to  officers  of 

the  Government  that  the  owners  of  vessels  could  make  better  baigains 
with  Governors  of  States  than  with  the  Confederate  Government,  and 
that  if  the  regulations  were  not  relaxed  in  their  favor,  they  wonld 
transfer  their  vessels  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States  and  thus 
withdraw  them  from  the  operations  of  the  regulations. 

Reverting  to  the  terms  of  the  act  of  6th  of  February,  1864,  it  is  to 
be  observed  that  by  the  fifth  section  it  was  provided  that  nothing  in 
the  act  "shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  Confederate  States  or  any 
of  them  from  exporting  any  of  the  articles  herein  enumerated  on  their 
own  account."  Holding  in  view  this  expression  of  the  legislative 
will,  the  regulations  authorized  by  the  law  were  formed  and  are  now 
in  force,  based  substantially  on  the  following  policy: 

First.  That  every  vessel  owned  by  private  persons  shaU  be  con- 
sidered on  every  voyage  as  chartered  to  the  Confederate  Government 
for  one-hfdf  of  her  tonm^,  outward  and  inward. 

Second.  That  all  private  owners  of  cargo  exported  from  the  Confed- 
eracy shall  bring  in  return  supplies  equal  to  one-half  of  the  proceeds 
of  their  expected  cargo. 

Third.  That  the  several  States  shall  remain  at  liberty  to  charter  the 
other  half  of  each  vessel,  and  shall  be  free  to  carry  out  or  bring  back 
cargo  on  that  half  without  being  subject  to  the  regulations. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  policy  of  these  regulations  places  the 
several  States  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  Confederate  Government 
so  far  as  is  possible,  the  only  difference  being  that  while  the  Confed- 
eracy imposes  a  forced  charter  for  one-half  of  the  tonnage  in  its  own 
favor,  it  has  no  authority  to  do  more  for  the  States  tlum  to  leave  the 
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other  half  Bnbject  to  their  use  by  charter  obtained  by  ooiisent  of  the 
owners. 

When  these  legn^tions  were  accepted  by  the  ovners  of  vessels 
they  amounted  in  snbstance  to  an  agreement  on  tiieir  part  to  charter 
half  of  their  tonnage  to  the  Confederacy  on  every  voyage  at  the  rates 
Btipnlated  in  the  regulations. 

Now,  the  bill  which  I  return  to  the  House  makes  three  provisions : 

First.  That  cargo  shipped  by  the  States  shall  not  be  subject  to  the 
regulations,  and  to  this  there  can  be  no  objection.  It  merely  reaffirms 
the  law  as  it  stands. 

Second.  That  vessels  owned  by  any  State  and  employed  for  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  State  shall  not  be  subject  to  the  regulations;  and 
to  this  no  objection  is  made,  as  it  places  vessels  owned  by  any  State 
on  the  same  footing  as  vessels  owned  by  the  Confederacy. 

Third.  That  vessels  chartered  by  any  State  for  its  exclusive  use 
shall  not  be  subject  to  the  regulations;  and  this  is  the  provision  to 
which  objection  is  made,  because  it  is  liable  to  a  construction  which 
would  authorize  the  States,  instead  of  chartering  from  the  owners  of 
vessels  in  the  trade,  only  that  half  which  remains  at  their  disposal 
under  the  regulations,  and  thus  preserving  equality  with  llie  Confed- 
rate  Government  in  this  matter,  to  charter  the  entire  tonnage  of  the 
vessels,  thus  depriving  the  Confederacy  of  a  resource  now  at  its  dis- 
posal, and  without  which  very  serious  embarrassiaents  to  the  public 
service  would  ensue.  When  it  is  remembered  that  the  number  of 
private  vessels  in  the  service  is  limited,  that  the  profits  of  exjwrting 
produce  are  very  large,  that  the  temptation  to  engage  in  the  business 
will  be  great,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  how  grave  might  become  the  con- 
sequences of  sanctioning  a  system  under  which  the  several  States  and 
the  Confederate  Government  would  be  competitors  for  contracts  with 
the  owners  of  the  vessels  engaged  in  this  commerce,  and  how  imminent 
the  risk  that  the  Confederacy  would  be  deprived  of  this  indispensable 
means  of  carrying  on  the  war. 

I  trust  therefore  that  the  House  will  concur  In  the  opinion  that  the 
words  **or  chartered"  should  be  stricken  out  of  the  closing  sentenoe 
of  the  bill,  or  that  a  clause  should  be  added  providing  "that  nothing 
in  this  law  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  affect  the  rights  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  under  existing  regulations  to  the  use  of  one-half  the  ton- 
nage of  each  vessel  engaged  in  the  trade,  except  such  as  are  owned 
ezelnsively  by  a  State.' 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


War  Department, 
Richmond^  July  I864. 

His  Excellency  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Chvemor  of  North  Carol  ina: 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  has  been  received,  having  been 
delayed  for  some  time  in  its  coming  by  the  interruption  of  the  postal 
communications.  This  De^rtment  stated  to  you  in  its  letter  of  the 
5th  of  May  last  the  principle  which  regulated  its  conduct.  That 
principle  is  that  Congress  by  the  act  of  the  17th  of  February  last  con- 
tinued in  the  service  all  the  persons  who  were  then  in  service  for  the 
war  who  belonged  to  the  class  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  years; 
that  Mr.  Russell  was  of  that  class  and  was  not  withdrawn  from  it  by 
any  of  the  seotiona  of  the  same  act  or  of  any  previous  act. 


Digitized  by 


556 


COERESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


In  your  letter  of  the  19th  of  May  you  contested  that  rule  with 
assumptions  and  arguments  that  did  not  carry  conviction  to  the  mind 
of  the  Department.  If  the  Department  were  to  admit  the  assumptions 
it  would  admit  that  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  could  withdraw 
from  the  military  service  the  troops  of  that  State  whenever  in  their 
judgment  they  were  necessary  for  State  service.  This  would  be  to 
reverse  the  rule  established  in  the  ConBtitntion  of  the  Confederate 
States  and  paralyze  the  faculties  of  the  Confederate  Government  for 
the  carrying  on  of  the  war.  The  Department  has  conceded  many  i 
things  to  the  government  of  North  Carolina  with  the  view  to  secure  I 
a  coMial  co-operation  of  the  government  and  people  in  the  defense  of 
the  country  in  the  great  struggle  in  which  it  is  now  engaged;  but  it 
cannot  make  a  concession  of  a  principle  so  vital  as  the  one  contained  ' 
in  the  question  under  discussion.  If  Mr.  Russell  be  legally  liable  to 
military  service  lie  should  render  it,  and  the  Department  cannot,  in 
justice  to  others  similarly  situated,  bend  the  law  so  as  to  dischai^  him. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


CONPBDBBATB  STATES  OP  AMERICA,  WaR  DEPARTMENT, 

Riehrmmdy  T  a.,  Jvly  2S,  186^. 

(General  W.  II.  C.  Whitinq, 

Wilmington,  N.  C: 

Should  you  arrest  Russell  and  have  him  in  custody  you  had  better 
make-return  to  any  writ  that  may  be  served  that  yon  hold  him  under 
the  law  suspending  tfie  writ  of  habeas  corpus  for  seeking  to  evade 
mUituy  service. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


confedbbate  states  of  america, 
Quabtermabtbr-General's  Office, 

Mickmondf  My  JBfi,  186^, 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Uichmond: 
Sir  :  I  return  herewith  the  application  made  in  behalf  of  the  State 
of  Virginia  to  be.allowed  to  control  the  production  of  the  Matoaca 
Manufacturing  Company  at  Petersburg,  now  under  contract  with 
this  department.  The  liberal  spirit  always  manifested  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia  in  connection  with  the  State  resources  calls  for  all 
the  concession  that  can  be  made .  Still,  this  appeal  is  not  without 
its  difficulty,  especially  as  the  factory  referred  to  is  by  large  measure 
the  most  {nroductlve  establishment  within  the  State.  I  have  aimed 
for  some  time,  as  you  are  aware,  to  increase  the  yield  of  the  cotton 
and  woolen  factories  to  a  point  which  would  enable  this  Bureau  to 
respond  to  the  demands  of  the  other  branches  of  the  service. 
Throughout  the  extreme  Southern  States  one  of  the  greatest  difficul- 
ties encountered  proceeded  from  the  State  Executives  who  sought  to 
provide  for  the  wants  of  the  soldier  and  relieve  also  the  necessities 
of  the  people.  The  Governor  of  Florida  controls  the  only  factory 
within  that  State,  and  the  Governor  of  Georgia  monopolizes  the  pro- 
duction of  four  within  that  State  through  det^ls  controlled  by  him. 
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Governor  Watts,  of  Alabama,  has  just  made  an  appeal  for  a  similar 
favor,  while  now,  as  all  along  from  North  Carolliia,  owing  to  the 
peculiar  policy  pursued  by  that  State,  we  draw  not  a  single  yard  of 
any  kind  of  material.  These  encroachments  and  concessions  go  far, 
yon  will  see,  to  defeat  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  in  view.  I 
feel  satisfied,  too,  that  it  would  l>e  better  for  the  State  authorities  to 
allow  this  department  to  control  the  factory  products  so  far  as  they 
may  be  needed  for  military  purposes,  and  abstain,  at  least  as  far  as 
home  resources  are  concerned,  from  their  auxiliary  efforts  to  clothe 
the  Army.  The  necessities  of  the  people  and  objects  of  charity 
must  be  postponed  to  the  wants  of  the  Army,  and  as  yet  we  have 
never  secured  from  the  factories  as  much  material  as  was  needed.  I  j 
have  been  thus  particular  because  of  the  quarter  from  which  this 
call  comes,  and  of  the  fact  that  in  spite  of  its  merit  1  feel  compelled 
to  sng^^t  that  one  of  the  medium-size  factories  be  taken  for  State 
ptirposefi,  if  ene  must  be  had,  rather  than  the  one  applied  for. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

QiuiTierTnoister-Oenercd. 

[IncIoBDre.] 

OOHHBRCIAL  AOBNCY  OF  ViBOINIA, 

Richmond,  May  SS,  1864. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Virginia: 

Sir:  Application  has  been  made  to  every  cotton  factory  in  this 
State  and  in  North  and  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  to  which  access 
could  be  had  in  the  hope  that  I  might  be  able  to  obtain  cotton  cloth 
and  yams.  In  Virginia  the  universal  response  has  been  that  the  ' 
whole  working  capacity  of  every  mill  is  entirely  absorbed  by  the  Con- 
federate Government.  In  the  other  States  I  was  assured  that  the 
Confederate  Government  had  contracts  for  the  entire  produce  after 
their  respective  States  were  supplied.  The  result  is  that  I  could  not 
obtain  from  a  single  factory  a  single  pound  of  yams  or  yard  of  cloth, 
nor  even  a  promise  of  any  in  a  remote  future.  The  agents  of  the 
Matoaca  Factory  in  Peteraboigexpressed  a  great  desire  to  supply  the 
State,  and  are  willing  to  have  Virginia  substituted  for  the  Confeder- 
ate Government.  The  benefit  of  this  arrangement,  which  needs  only 
the  assent  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  this  agency,  would  be  immense 
and  enable  our  very  poor  to  reap  the  same.  Virginia  alone  has  yielded 
all  to  the  cause.  She  has  not  in  this  struggle  thought  of  herself,  and 
but  for  her  necessities  would  not  now  inteipose  even  a  wish  which 
might  impede  or  in  anywise  interfere  with  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment. The  loss  of  this  one  factory  cannot  materially  affect  the  Gov- 
ernment, while  the  gain  to  Virginia  would  be  immense.  The  whole 
dependence  of  this  agency  now  for  supplies  is  upon  second  hands. 
TlUs  increases  the  cost  to  our  people.  The  wants  of  our  people  are 
too  well  known  to  yon  and  the  Honorable  Secretary  to  say  more.  I 
trust  that  he  will  not  hesitate  upon  your  application  to  tnuisfer  the 
Matoaca  factory  to  this  agency. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  BASSETT  FRENCH, 
Commercud  Agent  of  Virginia. 

[Tint  indDTMineat.] 

  Mat  30,  1864. 

Quartermaster-Gen6l'&  for  inquiry  and  report  how  far  this  factory 
can  be  yielded  or  shared  with  the  State.    It  is  desirable  some  power 
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should  be  allowed  the  State  to  carry  out  the  beneficent  end  of  the  late 
State  law  to  supply  theee  people  at  less  inoTdinate  prices  than  the 
manufacturers  ctian^e  the  public. 

J.  A.  S. 

[Beodtid  itidmMnieDt.1 

July  28,  1864. 
Retain  for  conference  with  the  Gtovemor  of  Virginia. 

J.  A.  S. 

[ntlid  IndonemMit.] 

July  28,  1864. 

In  answering  give  copy  of  General  Lawton's  to  the  oommercial 
agent  of  the  State. 

J.  A.  S. 

(Copy  sent  July  29,  1864.) 


Headquabtebs  Reserve  Fobces  of  Vtrginia, 

July  26^  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

AcfjtUant  and  Inspector  General: 
General:  I  respectfully  submit  that  the  generals  of  reserves  for 
the  several  States  should  be  authorized  to  effect  some  organization  of 
detailed  men  for  military  purposes.  It  is  already  settled  that  these 
detailed  men  constitute  part  of  the  reserve  forces.  Eight  thousand 
men  have  already  been  detailed  in  Virginia;  besides  these  there  are 
at  least  25,000  applications  for  detail  pending  in  this  State.  There 
are  11,000  cases  pending  in  two  Congressional  districts  alone.  Most 
of  these  are  able-bodied  men,  and  could  render  good  service  in  emer- 
gencies. Now,  it  will  not  do,  as  a  general  rule,  to  incorporate  these 
detailed  men  with  the  permanent  companies  of  reserves.  A  reserve 
company  is  but  seldom  stationed  for  service  in  the  county  in  which  it 
was  raised.  Some  of  them  are  now  serving  at  a  distance  of  from  ICQ 
to  200  miles  from  tiieir  homes.  A  raid  may  be  made  upon  a  county 
when  the  reserve  companies  of  that  county  are  thus  absent  upon  dis- 
tant service,  and  there  being  no  ofBcers  at  home  to  call  them  out  and 
embody  them,  no  oi^anization  to  which  they  could  attach  themselves, 
they  could  not  be  made  available  for  local  defense.  It  therefore 
becomes  necessary  to  organize  these  detailed  men  into  local  compa- 
nies at  home.  In  this  way  only  can  they  be  armed,  drilled,  and  made 
fit  for  service.  Besides,  if  these  local  companies  are  formed  many 
able-bodied  men  who  are  exempt  from  all  military  duty  will  join  them, 
provided  the  guarantee  is  given  that  the  companies  will  not  be  called 
out  except  in  emergencies  and  for  the  defense  of  their  own  section. 
I  have  ascertained  that  In  this  way  I  can  raise  300  additional  men  in 
Halifax  County  alone,  who  could  be  quickly  moved  to  Staunton  Biver 
bridge  in  case  of  another  attack  on  that  point.  In  obedience  to  your 
suggestion  I  inclose  the  rough  draft  of  an  order  which  would  accom- 
plish the  objects  indicated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  KEMPER, 

Brigadier- General. 

[Firat  Indorsement.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

^  Jvly  Se,  1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  ot^ar. 

.    H.  L.  CLAY, 
AsaisUxni  Acljvlant'Genercd, 
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[Ssoond  Indmetnent.] 

July  27,  1864.  . 

ADJUTAlfT-GSNEBAL : 

The  idea  is  approved.  Let  the  order  be  thus:  All  detailed  men, 
inelnding  those  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  of  age,  being  in 
the  military  service,  shotdd  be  arranged  into  companies  and  appropri- 
ate  denizations  by  the  commander  of  the  reserve  forces,  to  whom 
they  will  report,  and  who  will  command  them.  They  are  not  expected  ^ 
to  be  called  out  except  in  emergency,  occurring  in  or  near  the  coun- 
ties of  their  abode;  nor  will  service  be  exacted  of  them  beyond  that 
county  and  those  contiguous  thereto.  All  exempts  will  be  allowed 
and  are  invited  to  enroll  themselvw  with  such  companies,  so  as  to 
be  prepared  to  aid  in  defendii^  their  homes  when  menaced  by  the 
enemy. 

J.  A.  S. 

[Inoloanre.] 

All  detailed  men,  including  those  between  eighteen  and  forty-five 
years  of  age,  constitute  a  jwrtion  of  the  reserve  forces.  Their  names 
will  be  borne  upon  the  rolls  of  the  companies  of  reserves  organized  in 
the  company  districts  in  which  they  severally  reside,  and  will  be 
called  out  for  active  service  with  their  respective  companies  in  and 
during  emergencies;  or  the  said  detailed  men  may,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  generals  of  reserves,  be  organized  into  independent  companies 
for  local  defense  and  special  service.  The  local  companies  of  detailed 
men  which  may  be  organized  under  this  order  will  uot  be  required  to 
perform  service  beyond  the  limits  of  the  section  in  which  they  were 
severally  raised,  and  will  not  be  called  into  the  field  except  in  and 
during  emergencies  for  the  defense  of  their  rmpective  sections.  They 
will  be  armed,  disciplined,  and  regularly  drilled  under  the  direction 
of  the  generals  of  reserves.  All  persons  capable  of  bearing  arms  who 
are  exempt  from  military  service  will  be  allowed  to  be  mustered  into 
the  local  companies  authorized  by  this  order. 


NEasOFOOT  Post-Office, 
Hanover  Oounty^  Fa.,  July  j87,  I864. 

Hon.  Jajibs  A.  Seddok, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Dear  Sir  :  Since  the  publication  of  the  last  schedule  the  people  of 
this  section  are  terribly  alarmed  and  pronounce  the  notes  and  bonds 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  very  little  value,  for  if  Government  will 
pay  five  times  more  now  than  was  paid  by  the  former  schedule  for 
wheat  they  acknowledge  a  sad  state  of  things,  and  people  argue 
repudiation  must  be  the  ultimate  result. 

I  implore  and  beg  of  you  to  use  all  your  energies  to  remedy  this 
great  evil  and  likewise  to  aid  all  in  your  power  the  Secretary  of  the 
IVeasury  to  restrict  the  gold  hucksters  to  reasonable  rates  for  specie, 
for  our  currency  is  certainly  better  than  the  Yankee  issue,  and  what 
prevents  a  schedule  to  be  fixed  for  them  ? 

Since  the  schedule  is  published  physicians  have  raised  their  charges 
from  $6  a  visit  to  $45,  to  keep  up  with  the  price  of  wheat  and  corn. 

The  wheat  crop  here  is  not  larger  than  the  last,  but  much  superior 
in  quality,  and  prospects  for  corn  very  good. 

I  remain,  with  much  regard,  youx  humble  servant, 

A.  W.  NOLTING. 
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[July  28,  1864.— For  proclamation  of  Governor  Brown,  of  Georgia, 
banishing  aliens  who  refuse  to  volanteer  for  defense  of  the  State,  see 
Series  I,  Vol.  LII,  Part  U,  p.  714.] 


CONFEDBBATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

Richmmid,  Va.,  JtUy  28, 1864. 

His  Excellency  John  Miltox, 

Ghvemor  of  Morida : 

Sir  *.  Tour  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  appointment  of 
conuniBsioners  to  take  testimony  concerning  the  losses  sustained  by 
the  citizens  of  Florida  by  the  illegal  conduct  of  the  military  aathori- 
ties  of  the  Confederate  States,  ^o  in  reference  to  the  controversy 
between  the  railroad  company  and  certain  officers  of  the  Confederate 
States,  involving  a  complaint  on  the  part  of  a  circuit  court  in  Florida, 
and  requesting  the  appointment  of  a  suitable  officer  for  the  conunand 
of  the  troops  in  that  State,  has  been  received.^ 

The  case  yon  describe  in  your  letter  of  losses  inflicted  upon  citizenB 
by  unautliorized  or  wanton  acts  of  militaty  authorities  has  not  been 
provided  for  by  any  act  of  Oongress.  Congress  has  not  acknowledged 
its  responsibility  to  such  claims,  nor  have  they  provided  for  their 
examination.  They  have  provided  for  the  sequestration'  of  the  prop- 
erty of  aUen  enemies  to  indemnify  those  who.  may  snfter  from  confis- 
cation acts  of  the  United  States. 

For  the  perpetuation  of  testimony  in  cases  in  which  property  has 
been  seized,  wasted,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  and  slaves  captured 
or  abducted  by  them;  for  perpetuation  of  testimony  where  property 
has  been  destroyed,  either  by  tlie  military  authorities  or  by  the  owners, 
to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the  act  of  the  Pro- 
visional Congress,  No.  270,  specifies  the  mode  in  which  testimony  in 
these  eases  shall  be  taken;  and  as  it  is  analogous  to  the  case  presented 
in  your  letter,  I  would  su^rat  to  Your  Excellency  the  adoption  of  the 
mode  there  prescribed,  llie  act  of  the  first  session  of  the  First  Con- 
gress, chapter  5,  page  2,  relating  to  the  destruction  of  property  by 
military  authorities  to  prevent  its  capture,  adopts  the  same  act,  and 
directs  that  the  mode  of  proc^ding  designated  may  be  pursued  in  that 
case. 

The  persons  you  have  recommended  will  be  appointed  commis- 
sioners under  the  act  of  Congress  "for  the  establishment  and  pay- 
ment for  a  certain  description  of  property  taken  or  impressed  for  the 
use  of  tlie  Army."  The  title  of  the  act  shoma  that  it  is  limited  to  a 
certain  class  of  property  (army  supplies)  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  and 
the  object  of  the  act  is  to  collect  testimony  of  the  claims  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury.  The  claims 
mentioned  in  your  letter  are  included  in  the  act.  ,  The  commissioners 
can  be  instructed  to  receive  testimony  upon  Uie  class  of  claims  you 
mention,  but  their  report  will  have  to  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress 
before  the  accounting  officer  could  act  upon  it. 

No  act  of  Congress  has  recognized  the  liability  of  the  Grovemment 
for  such  claims  as  you  mention,  nor  made  appropriation  for  their  pay- 
ment. The  Department  sincerely  regrets  the  dis^reement,  conflict, 
or  irritation  between  the  authorities  of  Florida  and  the  Confederate 
States.  The  patriotism  and  self-sacrifice  of  the  people  6t  Florida  and 
the  cordiality  with  which  their  government  has  supported  the  common 
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cause  are  fully  recognized  by  this  Department^  and  It  would  fail  in  its 
dnty  if  it  did  not  avoid  as  far  as  practicable  affording  them  any  cause 
for  complaint. 

Your  Excellency  mast  remember  the  obstractions  that  have  been 
opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  iron  on  the  Florida  Railroad  for  tho 
completion  of  the  necessary  military  connections  between  Florida  and 
Georgia.  You  can  testify  to  tho  care  that  the  Department  has  exer- 
cised in  obtaining  the  best  opinion  and  in  forming  a  just  conclusion 
on  the  subject.  You  can  bear  witness  to  the  urgency  of  the  measure 
for  the  common  defense.  Congress  has  passed  an  act  empowering 
the  Secretary  of  War,  "whenever  he  shall  be  of  opinion  that  it  is 
necessary  to  take  private  property  for  public  use,  by  reason  of  tho 
impracticability  of  procuring  the  same  by  purchase,  so  as  to  accumu- 
late necessary  supplies  for  tho  Army  or  the  good  of  the  service  in 
any  locality,  lie  may,  by  general  orders,  through  the  proper  subor- 
dinate officers,  authorize  such  property  to  be  taken  for  the  public 
use." 

The  Confederacy  is  now  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  war.  Its  ports 
hare  been  blockaded,  and  its  foreign  commerce  nearly  destroyed. 
The  great  highways  of  commerce  in  time  of  peace  have  been  used  as 
military  highways  in  this  war.  They  have  been  greatly  impaired  by 
the  use  and  have  suffered  from  the  raids  of  the  enemy.  Thejifices-_ 
fi^^of  taking  iron  from  the  less  valuable  roads  in  order  to  repair' 
those  more  Qficeasary  is  an  imperious  necessity.  The  Department 
cannot  sustain  the  armies  in  the  field  without  a  resort  to  this  expe- 
dient. One  would  think  that  honor,  patriotism,  and  public  spirit 
would  dictate  a  proffer  to  the  country  of  property  of  the  kind  in 
such  an  emergency,  and  that  shame  would  prevent  the  use  of  any 
obstructive  measures  against  an  object  so  necessary  to  the  public 
safety. 

The  Department  has  not,  for  the  most  part,  had  its  expectations 
fulfilled  in  this  particular.  Injunctions  and  other  forms  of  delay 
have  been  resorted  to  in  order  to  prevent  its  action  under  the  act  of 
Congress  in  such  cases  by  railroad  corporations  and  other  representa- 
tives of  individual  interests. 

The  question  arises,  by  what  authority  does  a  circuit  court  in  one 
of  the  States  issue  an  injunction  against  the  oflicers  of  the  Confed- 
erate Government  who  are  performing  a  duty  under  an  act  of  Con- 
gress? Such  a  power  was  not  supposed  to  exist  in  the  courts  of  the 
States  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  officers  uf 
the  United  States  were  certainly  liable  to  be  sued  in  State  courts  for 
any  misconduct  or  illegality,  but  their  official  functions,  whether  they 
were  judicial  or  executive  officers,  were  not  supposed  to  be  subject 
to  the  jurisdiction  or  control  of  the  State  authorities.  The  conse- 
quences of  an  attempt  to  exercise  such  a  control  would  generally  be 
injuriooB  and  might  be  fatal.  The  Department  does  not  know  to 
vhat  length  saeb  an  interposition  might  not  be  carried. 

Are  the  generals  on  the  field  subject  to  an  injunction  whenever 
they  establish  a  camp  on  private  property  or  infringe  the  right  of 
individual  ownership?  Must  the  collector  of  taxes  submit  to  restraints 
of  the  same  kind  in  their  functions  of  assessing  and  collecting  the 
revenue  ?  Can  the  Department  on  Foreign  Affairs  be  enjoined  from 
negotiating  treaties  or  conceding  commercial  advantages?  Can  the 
Postmaster-General  be  inhibited  or  restrained  from  selecting  a  par- 
ticular route  for  his  post  road?   Are  the  Executive  Departments  of 
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the  Confederate  States,  in  exercise  of  their  ordinary  functions  under 
Confederate  laws,  subject  to  the  State  writs  of  injunction,  manda- 
mus, Ac? 

The  power  to  take  private  property  for  public  use  is  one  of  the 
great  jxiwers  of  Government.  In  this  case  its  exercise  has  been 
delegated  to  one  of  the  Execntive  Departments  of  the  Government. 
Its  exercise  at  this  time  is  invoked  by  a  great  public  exigency,  in 
which  all  the  Confederate  States  are  concerned,  and  it  is  affirmed 
that  the  power  to  prevent  or  restrain  this  can  be  given  to  an  inferior 
judge  of  one  of  the  States,  an  ofl&cer  in  no  wise  responsible  to  this 
Confederacy. 

The  Department  has  in  a  multitude  of  cases  yielded  to  the  exercise 
of  authority  by  State  judicial  authorities  in  cases  in  which  it  was 
exceedingly  clear  the  judgment  was  erroneous  and  the  power  to 
decide  did  not  exist.  In  some  cases  the  judges  have  undertaken  to 
examine  a  conscript  in  open  court,  and  to  pronounce,  in  opposition 
to  the  Medical  Board,  that  he  labored  under  a  physical  incapacity  for 
field  service,  and  discharged  him;  in  other  cases  have  withdrawn  a 
soldier  from  ttie  Army  to  detail  him  to  manage  private  business,  and 
the  Department  would  be  glad  in  this  case  to  show  its  respect  for  the 
officers  of  Florida  by  yielding  to  its  claims  for  jurisdiction  without 
any  contest;  but  Your  Excellency  must  see  that  delays  are  dangerous, 
and  may  be  to  the  last  degree  pernicious  to  the  interests  of  the  whole 
Confederacy. 

Concession  here  involves  the  necessity  for  concession  elsewhere. 
The  great  highway  in  Alabama  has  been  seriously  damaged  for  twenty- 
five  miles.  Those  of  Georgia  may  be  reached  by  the  enemy  at  any 
time.  Those  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  are  at  all  times  in  peril. 
The  Department  must  employ  all  the  power  that  it  has  to  obtain  the 
means  to  repair  mischief  and  damage. 

A  just  r^ard  for  the  structure  of  our  Government,  for  the  grave 
and  responsible  duties  that  we  imposed  upon  its  members  at  the 
present  time,  and  for  the  imminent  danger  in  which  we  are  all  involved, 
would  seem  to  require  that  the  authorities  of  Florida  should  not 
interfere  to  embarrass  the  operations  that  have  been  commenced. 
Such  have  been  the  interruptions  in  postal  communication  that  thl» 
Department  has  not  had  a  copy  of  the  record  in  the  case,  and  does 
not  know  what  the  allegations  of  the  bill  are.  As  soon  as  practicable 
answer  will  be  made  to  the  mandate  of  the  court,  but  it  is  ui^ed  and 
hoped  that  there  may  be  no  delay  in  the  prosecution  of  the  necessary 
construction  of  the  road. 

The  Department  will  instruct  the  officer  commanding  in  Florida 
upon  the  subject  of  the  treatment  due  to  the  women  and  children  who 
are  referred  to  in  your  letter.  There  will  certainly  be  every  disp<»i- 
tion  not  to  aggravate  to  them  the  severities  necessary  to  repress  the 
Climes  of  deserters  and  disloyalists. 

The  commissioners  recommended  by  yon  have  been  approved  under 
the  recent  act  to  take  evidence  in  case  of  irregular  impressment,  &c. 
The  President  has  now  under  consideration  the  propriety  of  relieving 
Col.  Caraway  Smith  by  some  other  officer,  who  may  in  some  larger 
measure  command  your  confidence  and  that  of  the  people  of  your 
State. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Beparthrnt, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  July  29,  IS64. 

Groneral  6.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding,  &c.: 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  Iftth 
instant,  transmitted  through  the  Adjutant-General,  having  reference 
to  the  numerous  deserters  from  the  Federal  Army.  It  is  certainly 
very  important  to  encourage  such  desertion;  but  the  disposition  of 
deserters  is  one  of  the  most  embarrassing  subjects  that  has  come 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Department.  Whenever  they  have 
been  turned  loose  upon  parole^  exacted  of  fidelity  or  good  behavior, 
they  have  soon  proved  wemselves  disaffected  or  turbulent  and  been 
productive  in  our  cities  of  serious  disorders  and  crimes.  Efforts  have 
been  made  at  different  points  to  arrange  workshops  on  which  they 
could  be  employed  on  wages;  but  if  near  cities,  disorderly  proceed- 
ings have  resulted,  and  if  at  distant  points,  the  people  of  the  vicinity 
have  become  seriously  alarmed,  and  have  remonstrated  against  the 
effect  produced  upon  the  slaves.  In  some  instances  in  which  they 
have  been  sent  to  the  owners  of  mining  and  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, the  owners  of  slaves  engt^ed  in  the  same  works  have  with- 
drawn them  or  threatened  to  do  so,  and  the  people  of  the  vicinity 
have  insisted  on  the  removal  or  confinement  of  the  deserters.  In  sev- 
eral instances  some  of  these  very  deserters,  who,  after  remaining  a 
short  time,  have  disappeared,  have  been  rect^ized  in  raiding  parties 
of  the  enemy  acting  as  guides.  In  consequence  we  have  been  for  the 
most  part  obliged  to  consider  deserters  as  prisoners  of  war  until 
opportunity  offered  to  allow  them  to  pass  across  the  bordfnrs,  when 
that  privilege  has  been  accorded  them.  I  cannot,  therefore,  think  it 
would  be  judicious  for  the  Government  to  come  under  any  pledge  to 
subsist  and  permit  them  to  go  anywhere  they  might  please.  The 
utmost  that  could  be  done  would  be  an  assurance  that  they  would  not 
be  injured;  that  horses  or  equipments  brought  by  them  would  be 
taken  at  fair  valuation,  and  that  when  suitable  opportunity  offered 
they  would  be  allowed  to  pass  the  lines.  As  far  as  practicable,  the 
Department  has  tried  to  induce  among  our  people  living  behind  the 
enemy's  armies  the  sentiment  which  their  own  safety  likewise  incul- 
cates—that they  should  favor  the  rapid  transit  of  deserters,  and  facili- 
tate their  passage  of  the  rivers  on  their  way  to  the  United  States.  As 
far  as  may  be  in  your  power,  it  might  be  well  to  promote  such  feeling 
and  action  on  the  part  of  the  i>eople  in  the  vicinity  of  General  Grant's 
army. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Riehmondy  Va.j  Jtdy  29,  1864. 

Hon.  J.  B.  Baldwin, 

Staunton,  Va.: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  20th  in- 
stant, urging  the  importance  of  restoring  the  slaves  and  free  negroes 
of  the  Valley  District  to  aid  in  saving  the  large  crop  of  that  section. 

I  entirely  agree  with  you  in  reference  to  the  importance  of  retain- 
ing all  the  labor  which  can  be  spared  consistently  witli  more  pressing 
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and  immediate  necessities.  Recent  triumphs  of  our  army  in  the  Val' 
ley  will  probably  prevent  the  necessity  of  any  immediate  call  on  the 
reserves,  and  it  is  hoped  they,  together  with  the  slave  labor,  will  suf- 
fice to  secure  the  crop. 

In  relation  to  the  power  of  impressment  of  slave  labor,  I  have  exam- 
ined the  laws  and  had  the  benefit  of  Judge  Campbeirs  counsel  on  the 
points  presented  by  you.  It  seems  to  me  clear,  to  prevent  the  oper- 
ation of  the  Confederate  law,  it  would  be  necessary  the  States  should 
have  provided  laws  of  impressment  coextensive  with  the  necessity 
intended  to  be  met.  As  such  is  confessedly  not  the  legislation  of 
Virginia,  the  Confederate  law  in  regard  to  impressment  mast,  on  just 
principles  of  construction,  be  held  applicable  to  the  slaves  of  that 
State. 

Very  i'CHi)ect fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAM£S  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Circular  )  Confedbbatb  States  of  America, 

j-    War  DBPARTMEin',  Bureau  of  Conscription, 
No.  27.    )  Riehmwid,  Fa.,  Jvirj  — ,  ise^. 

I.  Paragraphs  IV,  V,  VI,  VII,  and  VIII,  of  General  Orders,  No. 
57,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  current  series,  are  here- 
with made  a  part  of  tliis  circular,  and  the  attention  of  commandant« 
of  conscripts  and  of  disbursing  officers  attached  to  the  conscript 
service  is  especially  called  thereto.* 

II.  The  following  additional  and  special  regulations  are  established 
in  accordance  with  the  above-recited  paragraph  Vin,  of  General 
Orders,  No.  57,  relative  to  the  disbursement  of  ^e  appropriation  for 
Uie  conscript  service : 

1.  The  quartermaster  at  the  headquarters  of  the  commanduit  in 
each  Slate,  or  the  quartermaster  designated  for  that  service  by  the 
commandant,  will  make  monthly  estimates  for  funds  to  cover  the 
probable  necessary  current  and  extraordinary  expenses  in  that  State 
for  the  succeeding  month.  He  wiU  also  every  two  months  make  an 
estimate  of  funds  for  ' '  the  pay  of  oflBcera,  non-commissioned  officers, 
privates,  and  clerks  "  belonging  specially  to  this  service  for  the  period 
of  two  months.  These  estimates  will  cover  all  the  expenses  of  the 
service  in  the  State  for  the  period  specified,  and  will  in  all  cases  be 
approved  by  the  commandant  and  forwarded  in  time  to  secure  prompt 
remittances. 

2.  As  ordinary  care  and  foresight  will  generally  secure  timely 
remittances  of  funds,  the  creation  of  debts  by  disbursing  officers  is 
expressly  forbidden  except  upon  the  approval  and  by  the  order  of  the 
commandant  of  conscripte,  vho  shall  in  snoh  caseset  forth  the  reasons 
for  the  creation  of  such  debt.  No  outstanding  debt  will  be  reoc^nized 
by  the  Bureau  unless  it  shall  have  been  created  in  this  mode. 

3.  All  accounts  or  claims  for  personal  expenses  of  officers  or  others 
traveling  under  special  orders  of  commandants  of  conscripts  shall  be 
examined  by  the  officer  giving  the  order,  who,  if  he  approve  them, 
shall  order  payment  by  the  quartermaster.  Accounts  or  claims  for 
extraordinary  expenses  shall  also  be  examined  by  the  commandant 
of  the  State  where  they  were  incurred  and  shall  only  be  paid  on  his 
approval  and  order. 


*For  puagrai^  mentioned  (here  omitted), see  pp.  517,  618. 
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4.  Detachments  without  a  quartermaster,  whether  commanded  by 
a  eommissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer,  will  be  supplied  with 
forage  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  General  Orders,  No.  136,  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  Generars  Office,  series  of  1863. 

5.  Stationery  will  be  issued  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  paragraph 
1014  of  the  Army  Regulations.  If,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commandant, 
a  greater  quantity  than  is  therein  allowed  be  necessaiy  for  the  serv- 
ice, he  will  order  the  additional  issue  to  be  made.  The  quartermas- 
ter at  the  headquarters  of  the  commandant  will  provide  the  necessar>' 
amount  of  stationery  for  the  whole  State  by  requisition  on  this 
Bureau. 

6.  Hereafter  no  estimates  will  be  sent  forward  for  the  commutation 
value  of  rations.  The  Bureau  of  Subsistence  will  furnish  rations  in 
kind  or  pay  their  fixed  commutation  value,  and,  if  need  be,  authorize 
their  beiug  purchased  in  the  open  market.  In  this  matter  officers  of 
tliis  Bureau  will  observe  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Bureau  of 
Subsistence. 

By  order  of  Col.  Thomas  P.  August,  acting  superintendent: 

O.  B.  DUFFIELD. 
Assistant  Ac^iUant-Qeneral. 


8  Austin  Friars,  London,  Atigxist  1,  I864. 
His  Excellency  President  Davis: 

Sir:  I  am  just  in  receipt  of  a  lett«r  from  Maj*  Simeon  Hart,  of  San 
Antonio,  Tex.,  in  which  he  informs  me  he  is  oniered  by  his  superior 
officer  to  cancel  a  contract  entered  into  with  me  on  the  16th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1862.  As  this  cancellation  is  reflecting  dishonor  upon  me  and 
withholding  from  me  my  just  dues,  and  which  alone  will  enable  me 
to  dischai^  the  honorable  engagements  I  have  made  for  arms,  (fee, 
for  the  Government  in  this  city,  and  as  this  act  is  inflicting  upon  me 
the  greatest  possible  injustice,  I  have  by  this  mail  forwarded  to  Hon. 
J.  P.  Benjamin  a  full  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  to  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  refer  you.  Also  referring  Your  Excellency  to  Hon. 
Duncan  F.  Eenner  and  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  and  praying  that  you  will 
cause  the  cancellation  rescinded  at  once  and  justice  to  be  done  me, 
which  is  all  I  c^im;  and  regretting  the  necessity  that  has  compelled 
me  to  call  your  attention  to  this  matter,  and  hoping  God  will  grant  ns 
an  early  peace, 

I  am,  Mr.  President,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  CLEMENTS. 

[nnt  iDdonamnit.] 

September  12,  18G4. 

Secretary  of  War  for  attention. 

J.  D. 

[Seoond  Indonemoit.] 

September  14,  18C4. 
To  Colonel  Bayne  for  inquiry,  consideration,  and  report. 

J.  A.  S., 

Secretary. 

[Third  iDdoraMnent.) 

September  17,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
On  December  16,  1862,  Mr.  Nelson  Clements  addressed  a  letter  to 
Ut^.  S.  Hart  proposing  to  deliver,  on  certain  terms,  at  Matamoras, 
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rifles,  shoes,  Ac.  The  deliveries  were  to  commence  within  four  months 
after  January,  1863.  The  proposal  was  accepted  by  Major  Hart 
C3opy  of  the  correspondence  is  inclosed.  This  is  the  contractof  which 
Mr.  Clements  speaks.  I  am  not  informed  that  any  deliveries  have 
ever  been  made.  The  Qaroline  Goodyear,  Rchooner,  fre^hted  with 
arms  by  Messrs.  Sinclair,  Hamilton  A  Co.,  under  some  private  arrange- 
ment with  Mr.  Clements,  was  captured  by  the  French  fleet  off  the  Rio 
Grande,  but  after  much  delay  released,  conditioned  not  to  deliver  her 
cai^o  at  any  Mexican  port.  The  cargo  was  landed  at  Havana,  thrown 
on  the  market,  and  purchased  by  Colonel  Helm.  It  having  been 
represented  to  the  State  Department  by  its  agents  abroad  that  Mr. 
Clements'  effort*  to  sell  his  contract  were  doing  great  damage  to  the 
credit  of  the  Government,  and  no  deliveries  having  been  made  within 
four  months  after  January  1,  1863,  the  order  of  which  Mr.  Clements 
complains  was  issued. 

JOSEPH  DENKGRE, 

Captain  in  Charge. 

[Incloaare.] 

Houston,  December  16^  186S. 

Maj.  S.  Hart: 

Deak  Sir:  I  am  willing  to  proceed  to  Europe  at  once  and  use  my 
means  and  my  best  exertions  to  procure  20,000  stand  of  muskets  or 
Enfield  rifles,  with  all  appurtenances,  5,000  revolvers  complete,  6,000 
sabers^  French  army  shoes,  blankets,  gray  cloth  and  trimmings, 
twilled  flannel,  twilled  flannel  shirts,  and  felt  hats,  the  whole  invoice 
not  to  exceed  $1,000,000.  If  the  20,000  stand  of  muskets  or  Enfield 
rifles  cannot  be  obtained,  10,000  I  agree  to  furnish,  and  as  many  of 
the  oUier  articles  as  I  can  obtain,  and  commence  to  deliver  to  yon  at 
Matamoras  within  four  months  from  the  1st  of  January,  1863,  with 
the  agreement  and  understanding  that  you  pay  me  on  delivery  of 
said  invoice  100  per  cent,  upon  invoice  cost  and  charges  in  cotton 
on  shipboard  at  the  port  where  said  goods  are  delivered,  at  30  cents 
per  pound.  It  is  also  agreed  that  there  shall  be  no  delay  lu  furnish- 
ing the  cotton.  The  arms  are  subject  to  proper  inspection. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

NELSON  CLEMENTS. 

I  accept  above  proposition  to  furnish  the  above-enumerated  public 
stores. 

S.  HART, 
Major  and  Quartermaster ^  C.  S,  Army. 

Approved. 

J.  B.  MAGRUDER, 

Maj.  Oen. ,  Comdg.  DisL  of  TexaSy  New  Mexico^  and  Arizona, 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  August  i,  1864. 

Hon.  COUN  J.  McRae: 

(Care  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  A  Co.,  Liverpool,  England.) 

Sir:  X  have  received  the  memorandum  of  agreement  made  by  yon 
with  Mr.  Alexander  Collie,  wherein  he  agrees  to  purchase,  under  your 
instructions,  army  supplies  to  the  value  of  £200,000,  to  be  delivered 
in  the  Confederate  States. 

Acting  in  the  spirit  of  clause  10,  I  have  directed  a  cani:o  to  be  fur- 
nished for  the  Falcon,  carrying  1,000  bales,  aithoi^h  she  brought  in 
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supplies  only  to  the  value  of  £3,000,  and  came  in  at  Wilmington, 
where  we  cannot  generally  sapply  the  cotton  under  the  contract.  The 
price  at  which  we  are  to  receive  the  goods  is  low;  that  is  prime  whole- 
sale cost,  inland  carriage,  and  2^  per  cent,  commission,  with  50  per 
cent,  upon  the  prime  cost.  I  suppose  tliat,  mailing  due  idlowance  for 
expenses  of  transportation,  risk,  Ac,  the  above  will  not  give  Mr. 
Collie  much  profit,  but  his  real  profit  will  be  in  the  price  of  cotton. 
So  long  as  the  sea  transportation  Is  adequate  to  carry  all  the  cotton 
that  can  be  brought  to  Wilmington  or  Charleston  on  the  railroads, 
and  it  can  be  sent  out  under  the  regulations,  or  in  our  own  vessels,  it 
is  clearly  our  interest  to  realize  the  proceeds  abroad,  rather  than  to 
use  it  in  our  own  port.  It  will  be  cheaper  for  us  to  pay  in  sterling 
ratiier  than  in  cotton.  Hereafter  we  will  endeavor  to  provide  the  pur- 
chasing oflBcer  abroad  with  what  is  requisite  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
War  Department,  and  will  narrow  and  revoke  all  previous  contracts 
that  we  can  consistently  with  the  good  faith  of  the  Government.  The 
present  contract  does  not  indicate  the  port  at  which  the  goods  are  to 
be  delivered,  and  I  have  su^ested  to  Mr.  Collie  that  the  Government 
will  elect  to  take  delivery  at  Mobile  or  Florida  ports,  immediately 
accessible  to  railroad  or  water  navigation,  and  can  there  provide  the 
cotton. 

The  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  says  that  "it  will  be 
impossible  to  forward  it  at  Atlantic  x>ort8;  that  there  are  only  14,000 
bales  of  Government  cotton  east  of  Alabama,  and  this  quantity  is 
scattered  about  over  the  face  of  the  whole  country  on  the  plantations." 

Under  the  fifth  clause  the  question  has  arisen  as  to  whether  duties 
were  to  be  paid  by  Mr.  Collie  or  the  Grovemment.  The  view  taken 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  by  me  is  that  the  goods  are  not 
the  property  of  the  Government,  nor  at  its  risk,  until  they  are  deliv- 
ered to  its  agents  in  the  port;  this  involves  the  unlading  of  the  ves- 
sels and  p^ment  of  the  duties  by  Mr.  Collie.  The  coupons  of  the 
new  6  per  cent,  bonds  are  received  for  duties;  the  duties,  therefore, 
will  not  amount  to  any  large  sum. 

The  ninth  section,  I  fear,  confiicts  with  the  regulations,  the  admin- 
istration of  which  rests  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  But  each 
free  cai^o  of  supplies  will  place  us  so  far  in  arrears  that  the  question 
will  not  be  of  great  importance. 

Mr.  Watson,  agent  for  Mr.  Collie,  states  that  this  clanse  was  inserted 
in  lieu  of  certain  commissions,  and  that  if  the  clanse  cannot  be  exe- 
cuted under  the  law  and  r^ulations,  then  some  compensation  should 
be  allowed  to  him.  I  would  like  to  have  your  views  on  this  point. 
Upon  application  of  Mr.  Watson  T  have  issued  certificates  to  carry 
out  clause  11  of  the  contract. 

Every  effort  is  now  being  made  to  move  to  the  ports  cotton  to  be 
sent  abroad  for  the  Government,  and  I  hope  to  see  the  shipments 
largely  increased,  and  feel  more  and  more  impressed  with  the  view 
that  cotton  may  yet  be  made  the  means  not  only  to  provide  us  with 
all  the  supplies  required,  but  to  improve  our  currency  at  home. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[August  2,  1864.— For  General  Orders,  No.  62,  Army  of  Northern 
Vii^inia,  regarding  "  the  rights  of  certain  enlisted  men  *  *  *  who 
claim  a  discharge  from  active  service,"  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLII,  Part 
n.  p.  1167.] 
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BUBEAi;  OF  CONSCBIFnON, 

Richmond  J  Fa.,  Augusi  1864. 

General  B.  Bragg, 

Comrrumding,  &c.: 

Sir:  In  the  course  of  an  explanation  covering  other  matters.  Major 
McCrady,  commanding  a  camp  of  instruction  at  Madison,  Fla.,  ad- 
dressing Lieut.  Col.  T.  A.  McDonell,  an  inspector,  under  your  orders, 
recapitulates  incidentally  the  history  of  certain  ordera  issued  by  the 
latter  to  the  former  and  complied  with. 

Whenever  the  report  of  your  inspecttor  may  be  placed  in  your 
hands  and  your  convenience  may  permit,  your  attentidn  is  respect- 
fully inTite<1  to  the  apparent  illegality  of  the  particular  orders 
referred  to.  The  occasion  suggests  also  a  question  to  which  your 
consideration  is  invited  as  to  the  propriety  of  defining  to  your  inspect- 
ors their  relations  to  the  officers  of  the  conscript  service. 

The  Bureau  will  receive  with  attention  and  respect  any  suggestions 
or  information  communicated  by  you  relative  to  the  operations  of  the 
conscript  service  that  may  be  develoxwd  in  the  inspections  of  your 
officers,  and  suppose  that  nothing  more  is  desired  by  yourself. 

It  cannot,  however,  recognize  those  inspectors  when  not  acting 
under  special  arrangement  or  by  authority  emanating  from  the  Presi- 
dent or  Secretary  of  War.  The  position  created  for  it  in  its  inception 
by  General  Orders,  No.  82,  of  1862 — paragraph  4  of  section  II — and 
112  of  same  series  is  one  which  it  is  not  authorized  to  waive  even  if  it 
would  not  lose  character  and  usefulness  by  so  doing. 

The  Bureau  is  charged  with  the  conduct  of  a  system  the  adminis- 
tration of  which  should  be  uniform  and  governed  by  one  head.  Upon 
it  rests  the  primary  responsibility  before  the  country  of  protecting 
legal  rights  as  well  as  enforcing  lawful  obligations.  None  of  its  offi- 
cers should,  therefore,  be  held  liable  to  obey  any  exceptional  orders 
from  an  eccentric  source  and  conflicting  with  the  general  tenor  and 
system  of  their  instructions.  If  they  are  reported  and  they  are  found 
to  be  in  error  or  derelict,  they  will  be  corrected  or  removed. 

The  Bureau  has  its  own  system  for  obtaining  information  by  reports 
and  inspections,  and  also  entertains  all  queries,  complaints,  or  sug- 
gestions from  any  source,  civil  or  military,  whether  those  relate  to 
the  general  working  of  its  service  or  to  particular  questions  at  issue. 
All  such  matter  is  examined  and  reported  upon  to  the  Bureau  for  its 
action  by  the  inspector-general  of  conscription. 

In  the  particular  case  which  has  suggested  this  letter  it  would  seem 
that  the  conscript  officer  has  through  deference  to  supposed  author- 
ity allowed  himself,  though  ]£:nowiug  it  to  be  wrong,  to  be  made  the 
instrument  of  violating  legal  rights.  The  act  of  October  11,  1862,  for 
the  examination  of  enrolled  men,  permits  them  to  be  put  in  the  Army 
through  one  only  channel,  referring  the  question  of  physical  ability 
to  be  determined  by  one  only  tribunal,  and  there  is  no  Executive 
authority  in  the  Confederacy  that  can  prescribe  any  other  process  or 
examination.  Colonel  McBonell,  acting  doubtless  from  zeal  for  the 
good  of  the  service,  appears  to  have  set  aside  the  law  and  ordered 
men  into  service  upon  the  opinion  of  a  tribunal  before  which  they 
were  sent  by  his  direction  and  which  was  without  lawful  authority 
to  act. 

A  copy  of  the  letter  of  Major  McCradyisinclosedherewith,  and  tho 
passages  referred  to  are  marked  with  red  ink.*   The  ultimate  return 

*Kot  fonnd. 
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of  his  letter  ie  requested  for  the  Ales  of  this  offi(%,  as  the  original  will 
doubtless  be  transmitted  to  you  with  the  inspection  report. 

I  aiU}  general,  very  respeotfnlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

T.  P.  AUGUST, 
CoUmd  and  Acting  Superiniemlent. 


Special  Orders,  *         Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  J  Richmond,  August  2,  1864. 

*         '  *  •  *  •  •  * 

V.  Col.  William  Miller,  of  the  First  Regiment  Florida  Volunteers, 
is  relieved  from  duty  as  commandant  of  conscripts  in  Florida,  and 
will  report  for  duty  with  his  command. 

«•*•*** 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Circitlar  1  Confederate  States  of  America, 

>    War  Department,  Bitbeau  of  Conscription, 
No.  28.   )  RicTmumd,  Fa.,  August  S,  1864. 

The  third  clause  of  paragraph  II,  of  Circular  No.  27,  Bureau  of 
Conscription,  current  series,  is  amended  so  as  to  read  ad  follows: 

Ko  other  allowances  will  be  made  to  ofQcers  traveling  nnder  orders  tlian  trans- 
portation in  Mnd  for  themselves  and  their  personal  bag^ige,  and  $10  per  diem,  as 
provided  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  Jnue  4, 1864,  published  in  General 
Orders,  No.  58,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  current  series,  as  act 
No.  S.  The  attention  of  commandants  of  conscripts  and  of  disbursing  officers 
connected  with  the  enrolling  service  is  specially  invited  to  paragraph  V,  of  Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  59,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  current  series,  revok- 
ing all  previous  orders  giving  other  or  different  allowances.  All  accounts  or 
claims  by  officers  traveling  under  the  orders  of  the  commandants  shall  be  exam- 
ined by  them  and  approv^  before  payment  by  the  proper  disbnrsing  officer. 

By  order  of  Col.  T.  P.  August,  acting  superintendent: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 

Assistant  A^utant-OeneraL 


[August  4,  1864.— For  proclamation  of  Governor  Brown,  ordering 
the  militia  of  certain  counties  of  Greoi^ia  into  service,  see  Series  f. 
Vol.  LII,  Part  U,  p.  717.] 


8  Austin  Friars,  August  S,  1864. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State,  Richmond  : 
Sir:  The  originals  of  the  inclosed  I  beg  to  state  were  forwarded  to 
you  on  the  2d  instant,  care  of  Maj.  C.  J.  Helm,  Havana.*   Allow  me 
further  to  state  the  4,200  Enfields  I  delivered  to  General  H.  P.  Bee  on 
23d  of  September,  1863,  cost  50  francs,  or  at  the  exchange  $24.20,  and 

*InclosuTes  not  identified. 
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that  in  payment  in  cotton  at  30  cents  per  pound.  The  arms  delivered 
and  the  Gladiator's  cargo  do  not  oome  within  the  range  of  Mr.  Slidell's 
remarks.   He  supposes  a  case  that  conld  not  exist 

In  regard  to  my  claim  for  indemnity  from  the  French,  it  rested  [with] 
Mr.  Slidell  to  approve  it  or  reject  it,  and  in  either  case  I  ask  you,  sir, 
if  fui  an  individual  I  have  not  a  right  to  make  a  claim,  and  if  I  am 
amenable  to  the  Confederate  Grovernmeut  for  so  doing?  I  claim  that 
it  has  no  bearing  whatever  upon  my  contract,  and  I  only  ask  if  I  have 
faithfully  performed  my  contract  that  my  just  dues  under  my  «)n- 
tract  shall  be  turned  over  to  me  without  further  delay,  and  I  here 
state  that  I  have  never  even  thought,  much  less  attempted,  to  obtain 
one  mill  more  than  I  am  justly  entitled  to,  directly  or  indirectly. 

As  the  letter  that  has  caused  this  unpleasantness  was  addressed  to 
vou,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  also.  If  [it]  should 
have  gone  before  a  different  bureau,  I  trust  you  will  pardon  the  error; 
and  let  me  most  earnestly  request  that  you  will  cause  it  to  be  brought 
before  His  Excellency  the  President  and  receive  that  prompt  action 
which  the  exigencies  of  the  case  require. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


His  Excellency  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Q over iwr  of  North  Carolina,  Executive  Deptj  Raleigh,  N.  C: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  Your  Kxcellency's  attention  to  the 
state  of  things  presented  below,  and  to  request  your  co-operation 
in  applying  the  only  remedy  which,  after  much  thought  and  delibera- 
tion, has  appeared  to  be  either  practicable  or  adequate. 

The  Wilmington  and  Manchester  Railroad  forms  an  essential  link 
in  the  great  lines  of  southern  railroads,  and  there  is  no  exa^eration 
in  informing  you  that  the  safety  of  our  people  and  the  possibility  of 
maintaining  the  present  contest  with  success  depend,  to  a  great 
degree,  on  the  preservation  of  this  road  in  an  eflScient  condition  for 
transportation  of  troops  and  provisions,  of  imported  articles,  and  of 
cotton  for  exportation. 

The  condition  of  this  road,  seriously  impaired  and  worn  by  the 
,  -constant  call  upon  it  for  heavy  transportation,  has  long  excited  appre- 
hension. It  is  now  represented  on  good  authority  that  unless  thor- 
oughly repaii-ed  the  road  must,  in  three  months,  become  wholly 
incapable  of  furnishing  the  transportation  which  the  interest  of  the 
Government  requires.  In  order  to  repair  it  ten  or  fifteen  miles  of 
^  railroad  iron  are  absolutely  necessary,  and  the  question  whence  this 
amount  of  iron  could  best  be  secured  has  earnestly  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  proper  authorities.  Under  present  circumstances  it 
is  evident  that  the  only  means  of  keeping  up  the  efficiency  of  the 
main  traxils.  lines  of  the  Confederacy  consists  in  repairing  them  at  the 
expense  of  other  lines  of  secondary  and  merely  local  importance. 

The  commissioners,  acting  on  this  principle,  have  recommended 
that  the  iron  required  for  repairing  the  Wilmington  and  Manchester 
Railroad  be  taken  from  the  western  terminus  of  the  eastern  section 
of  the  Wilmington,  Charlotte,  and  Rutherford  Railroad  from  the 
track,  namely,  beyond  Lawrenceburg,  where  are  situated  the  work- 
shops of  the  company. 

This  opinion  is  entirely  approved  by  this  department,  and  is  indeed 
recommended  by  paramount  and  obvious  reasons  of  oonvenienoe. 


NELSON  CLEMENTS. 
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I  Tospectfelly  and  earnestly  urge  upon  Your  Excellency's  attention 
tlie  importance  of  a  cordial  co-operation  on  these  measures  between 
the  authorities  of  North  Carolina  and  those  of  the  Confederate  States. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  in  the  execution  of  this  measure 
loss  and  ineonvenienee  must  unavoidably  be  experienced  by  a  portion 
of  your  State.  The  interests  affected  will,  however,  be  purely  local, 
and  it  will  be  the  object  of  the  Confederate  Government  t-o  act  in  all 
such  cases  as  liberally  and  leniently  as  is  consistent  with  the  attain- 
ment of  its  object. 

The  Government,  therefore,  in  removing  the  iron  will  pledge  itself 
to  replace  it  within  six  months  after  a  treaty  of  peace  between  this 
country  and  the  United  States;  to  pay  interest  in  the  meantime  on 
the  value  of  the  iron,  estimated  at  schedule  rates,  and  to  protect  the 
interest  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  by  such  seonrily  as  may  be 
recommended  as  fair  and  just. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  confidently  and  earnestly  appeal  to 
Your  Excellency  for  assistance  and  co-operation.  It  is  impossible  to 
overestimate  the  importance,  from  a  national  and  military  point  of 
view,  of  a  thorough  repair  of  the  Wilmington  and  Manchester  Rail- 
road. It  will,  I  think,  be  found  equally  impossible  to  effect  this  by 
any  course  other  than  the  one  recommended  above.  The  highest 
interests  of  our  Army  and  our  Government  are  involved  in  the  ques- 
tion, and  it  is  in  my  opinion  only  by  the  united  action  of  State  and 
Confederate  States  authorities  that  danger  of  a  permanent  and  dis- 
astrous interruption  of  railroad  communication  can  be  effectually 
obviated. 

I  respectfully  &ek  for  a  prompt  expression  of  your  views,  and  am, 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 


Gbnbral  Orders,  )      Awt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 


I.  All  detailed  men  (including  those  between  eighteen  and  forty- 
five  years  of  age)  will  report  to  and  be  commanded  by  the  generals  of 
reserves  in  the  States  to  which  they  respectively  belong,  who  will 
organize  them  into  companies  and  regiments.  It  is  not  anticipated 
that  they  will  be  called  out  except  in  emergencies  occurring  in  or  near 
the  counties  of  their  residence,  nor  will  service  be  exacted  of  them 
beyond  those  counties  and  those  contiguous  thereto.  All  exempts  are 
allowed  and  are  invited  to  enroll  themselves  with  such  companies,  so 
as  to  be  prepared  to  aid  in  defending  their  homes  when  menaced  by 
the  enemy. 

II.  Officers  and  soldiers  into  whose  hands  captured  colors  fall  are 
prohibited  from  presenting  them  to  individuals. 

III.  Paragraph  V,  General  Orders,  No.  59,  current  series,  is  not 
intended  to  apply  to  ofGcers  and  bonded  agents  who  are  continuously 
engaged  in  special  service  by  order  of  the  chief  of  the  bureau  to 
-which  they  belong  and  whose  duties  require  them  to  travel  from  place 
to  place.  In  such  cases  personal  expenses  are  allowable  in  lieu  of 
commutation  of  fuel,  quarters,  and  rations.  Accounts  of  expenses 
will  be  voudied  and  paid  by  the  chief  of  the  bureau  from  which  the 
orders  issue,  and  transportation  will  be  furnished  in  kind. 

IV.  So  much  of  paragraph  II,  General  Orders,  No.  65,  current 
series,  as  includes  commissioned  ofl&cers  in  the  operation  of  the  "Act 


J.  F.  GILMER, 

Mc^or-Oeneraly  Ac. 


No.  63. 
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to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Provisional  Army,  and 
to  punish  lawlessness  and  irr^Iarities  of  any  portion  thereof,"  is 
revoked. 

V.  General  Orders,  No.  93,  1863,  is  hereby  revoked. 

VI.  Paragraph  I,  General  Orders,  No.  49,  1863,  is  amended  as 

follows : 

Surgeons  in  charge  of  hospitals  will  have  the  military  clothing  of 
deceased  soldiers  washed  before  turning  it  over  to  the  quartermaster 
for  reissue.  The  appraisement  of  snch  clothing  will  not  woeed  Uie 
prices  established  in  general  orders. 

VII.  Great  irregularities  in  the  observanoe  of  the  orders  regarding 
the  collection  of  the  tax  in  kind  having  existed,  attention  is  called  to 
paragraphs  I,  II,  III,  and  IV,  General  Orders,  No.  48,  current  series, 
which  are  repeated  and  enjoined  upon  the  Army.  Those  orders  are 
not  intended  to  authorize  any  qoartermastw  or  commissary  to  estab- 
lish tax  depots  in  oi^^ized  tax  districte,  bat  to  allow  them,  tn  cases 
where  exigency  requires  it,  to  collect  from  producers  in  Qovemment 
wagons.  The  supplies  already  collected  at  the  tax  depots  are  always 
transferable  to  them  upon  requisition.  Attention  of  quartermasters 
and  commissaries  is  specially  called  to  this  order,  A  violation  of  it 
is  an  outrage  to  the  tax-payer,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  tax-in-kind 
service  demands  that  offenders  against  it  shall  be  held  to  strict 
accountability. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Af^jutani  and  Inspector  QeneraL 


Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Ofpice, 

No.  185.        )  Bichmond,  August  6,  1S64. 

******  * 

X.  Capt.  G.  W.  Boraey's  company  (K),  of  the  First  Regiment  Vir- 
ginia Cavalry,  being  composed  of  Marylanders,  is  transferred  to  the 
First  Battalion  of  Maryland  Cavalry,  and  will  report  accordingly. 
*  *  *  «  «  «  « 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 

Asaiakmt  At^jtUatU-OeneraL 


8  Austen  Friars,  London,  August  6,  J864. 

W.  D.  Miller,  Esq.,  or 
Hon.  J.  11.  Reagan, 

Richmond : 

Bear  Sir:  Our  mutual  friend,  Mr.  J.  B.  Shaw,  baa  been  kind  enough 
to  give  me  the  accompanying  lines  to  you,  and  you  can  do  me  a  special 
favor  and  serve  the  Government  at  the  same  time  by  seeing  that  my 
matter  is  brought  before  the  proper  department  and  acted  npon  nf 
once.  On  the  16th  of  December,  1863,  I  entered  into  a  contract  witli 
Maj.  Simeon  Hart  at  Houston,  Tex.  This  contract  was  approved  by 
General  J.  B.  Magruder,  and  by  letter  by  General  H.  P.  Bee,  at  whose 
urgent  request  I  was  induced  to  come.  I  came  over  and  arrived  here 
immediately;  arrived  the  last  day  of  March,  1863.    On  the  16th  of 
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May  I  sent  ont  the  Caroline  Goodyear  with  7,000  Enfield  rifles  and 
2,840  Tower  mueketa.  This  vessel  anchored  oflf  the  Rio  Grande  on  the 
4th  of  July,  1863,  and  had  no  more  than  anchored  before  •she  was 
boarded  by  a  boat's  orew  from  the  French  wfu*  steamer  Panama,  and 
notwithstanding  the  assurance  that  her  cai^o  was  for  the  Confederate 
Government,  she  was  forcibly  taken  possession  of  and  taken  to  Vera 
Cruz.  On  the  23d  of  September  the  Love  Bird,  loaded  with  10,000 
Enfields,  arrived,  and  after  dischai^ng  4,200  slie  was  captured  by 
another  French  war  steamer  and  taken  to  Vera  Cruz.  On  the  29th  of 
June  the  streamer  Gladiator  arrived  there — a  vessel  that  I  had  loaded 
with  blanket^,  flannels,  flannel  shirts,  army  shoes  (over  20,000  pairs), 
gr&y  army  cloth,  and  trimmings,  an  invoice  amounting  in  all  to  over 
£46,000.  Subsequently,  and  which  arrived  about  November,  the  Nancy 
Dawson,  with  2,500,000  Enfield  cartridges,  pistols,  guns,  <fcc.  The  ves- 
sel was  seized  by  the  Mexican  Government  and  ammunition  all  used 
and  destrm^ed  by  them.  Under  my  contract  I  was  to  deliver  these 
articles  at  Matamoras,  where  I  was  to  be  paid  in  cotton  at  30  cents  per 
pound,  and  when  I  made  the  contract  cotton  oonid  then  be  bought  in 
any  quantity  from  15  to  20  cents,  currency. 

To  make  my  matter  as  brief  as  iwssible  I  beg  to  state  that  I  did  in 
good  faith  execute  my  entire  contract  to  the  letter;  and  although  my 
contract  distinctly  expresses  that  there  shall  be  no  delay  in  deliver- 
ing the  cotton,  and  though  I  did  deliver  4,200  Enfield  rifles  on  23d  of 
last  September,  and  the  entire  amount  of  Gladiator's  cargo  has  been 
in  readiness  since  the  end  of  June,  one  year  ago,  yet  I  have  had  but 
260  bales  of  cotton  turned  over  to  my  agent,  Mr.  A.  S.  Ruthven,  all 
told.  When  I  purchased  the  cargo  of  the  Gladiator  I  gave  my  note 
for  £9,000  for  the  faithful  performance  on  my  part,  and  the  parties 
became  so  much  dissatisfied  that  in  April  last  I  got  the  Hon.  C.  S. 
Morehead,  of  K.  S.,  to  go  ont  to  assist  Mr.  Ruthven  in  bringing  it  to 
a  close,  when  to  my  utmost  astonishment  per  last  mail  I  received  a 
notice  from  Major  Hart  that  by  order  of  his  superior  officer  my  con- 
tract with  him  for  supply  of  arms,  &c.,  was  canceled,  and  that  this 
was  done  upon  a  letter  of  Mr.  John  Slidell  to  Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin. 
This  is  doing  me  the  greatest  possible  injustice.  First,  it  is  reflect- 
ing dishonor  upon  me,  and  second,  it  is  withholding  from  me  the 
just  amount  that  is  due  me  for  arms,  Ac,  already  delivered,  and 
without  which  I  cannot  extricate  myself.  I  respectfully  refer  you  to 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  to  whom  I  have  fully  written  by  this  mail,  and 
accompanied  it  with  such  vouchers  as  must  place  my  matter  beyond 
a  question.  Mr.  Slidell  supposes,  first,  that  I  had  bought  the  cargo  of 
[the]  Caroline  Goodyear  for  cash,  which  is  not  a  supposable  case,  for  I 
did  not  agree  to  purchase  for  cash,  but  distinctly  told  Major  Hart  and 
General  Bee  I  could  not.  He  then  supposes  the  arms  had  been  deliv- 
ered, which  is  not  even  a  supposable  case,  as  they  were  captured,  and 
never  have  been  delivered,  and  I  never  have  asked  the  Government 
to  pay  for  them.  I  don't  know  what  has  induced  Mr.  Slidell  to  write 
such  a  letter,  as  my  only  correspondence  with  him  was  in  regard  to 
obtaining  an  indemnity  from  the  French  Government  for  their  unjus- 
tifiable seizure. 

Judge  Reagan,  if  I  have  in  any  way,  directly  or  indirectly,  attempted 
to  get  from  the  Government  one  mill  more  than  I  am  justly  entitled 
to  I  will  forfeit  my  whole  claim,  and  I  positively  assure  you  I  never 
have.  Any  insinuation  to  the  contrary  is  the  basest  calumny.  I  have 
faithfully  performed  my  contract  and  my  duty,  and  I  wish  the  Gov- 
ernment to  comply  on  their  part,  and  I  am  ruined  unless  they  do  so 
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at  once.  Please  do  me  the  favor  to  call  upon  Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin 
and  see  my  letter*  and  vouchers,  and  if  you  are  then  satisfied  that  1 
have  complied  faithfully  on  my  part,  do  me  the  special  favor  to  have 
it  brought  before  the  proper  department  and  cause  an  order  to  be 
iBsned  and  forwarded  to  Texas  to  rescind  the  canceling  of  my  ctn- 
tract,  and  request  that  an  order  accompany  it  to  immediately  deliver 
me  the  cotton  for  the  aims  delivered  and  for  the  Gladiator's  oai^.  I 
have  also  written  the  Hon.  D.  F.  Kenner  and  Col.  L.  Q.  C.  I^unar, 
but  it  must  have  early  attention  or  the  result  will  be  not  only  most 
injurious  and  ruinous  to  me,  but  injurious  to  the  Government.  Haj. 
J.  F.  Minter  is  here  and  will  write  General  £.  Kirby  Smith  at  once 
for  me.  If  you  will  see  justice  done  me  in  this  matter  you  will  confer 
a  lasting  favor,  which  it  will  ever  afford  me  pleasure  to  reciprocate. 
With  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  CLEMENTS. 

P.  S. — I  beg  to  say  that  so  far  as  the  price  of  rifles  is  concerned  I 
have  sent  the  Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin  the  cei'tificato  of  the  accredited 
agent  of  the  Confederate  Government  in  London,  Maj.  Caleb  Huse, 
that  the  price  I  paid  was  a  fair  and  correct  price,  and  those  I  delivered 
cost  10  per  cent.  less. 

N.  C. 

IFint  IndoTMiiMot.] 

December  19,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secret-ary  of  War,  with  one  inclosure. 

JOHN  II.  REAGAN, 

Postmaster-  General 

[BMond  IndorMmant.) 

DECEMBER  23,  1864. 

Colonel  Bayne,  for  inquiry  and  report. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assisfnnt  Secretary  of  War. 


Confederate  States  i)E  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  Augiist  0,  1864. 

Govem<»r  T.  H.  Watts, 

Montgomery,  Ala.: 

The  exempted  men  are  all  liable  to  militia  duty.  Detailed  men 
are  Uable  to  be  called  on  for  ser\'ice  in  an  exigency  by  the  commander 
of  the  reserves  in  your  State. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Circular.]  Richmond,  Va.,  August  8,  J864- 

General  orders  from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  OfBce 
have  directed  quartermasters  and  commissaries  who  receive  tax  in 
kind  directly  from  producers  to  give  receipts  "on  acconnt  of  tax  in 
kind"  at  the  end  of  every  month  for  the  produce  thus  received  during 

*  Probably  of  Angnst  6,  p.  569. 
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the  month,  to  the  qaartemaster  on  tax-in-kind  service  in  the  Con- 
gressional district  where  the  collection  is  made,  or  in  hin  al^nce  to 
the  controlling  quartermaster  of  the  State,  and  to  state  in  said  receipts 
the  full  name  and  county  of  the  tax-payer.  Tliese  instructions  have 
not  generally  been  followed,  and  in  many  cases  have  been  entirely 
neglected.  Commissaries  and  quartermasters  will  be  held  to  strict 
compliance  with  them,  both  for  collections  already  made,  which 
should  be  at  once  receipted  for  if  not  already  done,  and  for  the 
future.  Compliance  is  indispensable  to  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  quartermaster  of  the  Congressional  district  and  of  the  assessor 
and  collector. 

Receipts  of  quartermaster-sergeants  and  other  agents  given  to  pro- 
ducers are  unjust  impositions  on  them;  they  are  worthless  for  the 
future.  The  receipts  of  quartermasters  and  commissaries  and  regu- 
lar tax  agents  are  the  only  good  vouchers. 

The  opinion  seems  to  prevail  that  tax-in-kind  supplies  may  be  used 
wastefully  and  without  accountability.  This  is  error.  Officera  are 
hereby  notified  that  they  will  be  held  to  the  same  accountability  for 
this  property  as  for  that  received  from  any  other  soun^. 


Sib:  You  will  x>ei^>ve  by  the  inclosed  resolution  that  the  under- 
signed have  been  appointed  a  committee  to  correspond  with  you  upon 
the  subject  embraced  in  the  resolution.  We  have  the  honor  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  matter,  and  heg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
explanations  to  your  consideration : 

First.  The  grading  of  the  road  is  nearly  completed,  and  may  be  put 
in  order  for  the  roatl  bed  with  the  labor  of  500  hands  in  less  than 
sixty  days.  It  runs  through  a  rieli  and  populous  county,  where  there 
are  a  large  number  of  slaves  whose  labor  could  be  contracted  by  the 
Government  without  serious  loss  or  inconvenience  to  their  owners  at 
this  season  of  the  year. 

Second.  The  iron  could  be  readily  obtained  by  the  Government  by 
impressing  the  rails  of  certain  roads  which  are  of  little  public  impor- 
tance and  of  no  value  to  the  Government  at  this  time,  viz,  the  road 
from  Milledgeville  to  Eatonton,  twenty-two  miles,  and  the  branch 
road  from  Union  Point  to  Athens,  about  twenty  miles.  These  roads 
belong  to  the  richest  corporations  in  the  South,  and  they  could  well 
afford  to  give  up  these  short  roads  for  a  great  public  benefit. 

Third.  The  early  completion  of  the  road  in  question  would  be  of 
very  great  importance  to  the  Government,  and  is,  in  fact,  a  matter  at 
the  present  of  military  necessity.  The  only  channel  of  communica- 
tion at  present  between  Montgomery  and  the  east  embraces  the 
Montgomery  and  West  Point  road,  whose  gauge  is  different  from  all 
the  other  roads  connecting  with  it,  and,  of  course,  in  times  of  press- 
ing necessity  could  not  be  aided  by  the  rolling-stock  of  other  roads. 
Its  capacity  is  too  limited  for  the  purposes  of  the  Government,  and  it 
is  at  ^  times  much  more  liable  to  be  destroyed  by  the  raiding  par- 
ties of  the  enemy  than  the  road  from  Montgomery  to  Union  Springs 


A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster-  General. 
L.  B.  NORTHROP, 

Commissary-  Oeneral, 


Hon.  J.  A.  Sbddon, 


Columbus,  Ga.,  August  8^  1864. 


Secretary  of  War: 
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and  thence  to  Colambus.  Witness  the  lute  destruction  of  over  twentj'- 
five  miles  of  it  by  Rosecrans''  [Stoneman*8  ?]  iHhrty  and  the  serious 
inconvenience  now  experienced  by  the  Government  on  account  of  it. 

Fourth.  The  M[ontgomery]  and  Bnfaula  road  connects  at  Union 
Springs  with  the  Mobile  and  Girard  road,  and  is  of  the  same  grade, 
and  which  can  and  will  be  connected  with  the  Musoc^ee  road  at  this 
place,  and  thus  form  a  continuous  chain  from  Montgomery  to  Macou, 
the  distance  from  Montgomery  to  Columbus  y\&  Union  Springs  being 
less  than  100  miles.  The  inclosed  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the 
Montgomery  and  Eufaula  road  expresses  the  readiness  of  the  company 
to  co-operate  with  the  Government  in  the  proposed  completion  of  their 
road.  We  agree  with  the  opinion  of  the  late  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Mobile  and  Girard  road  that  this  matter  is  one  of  great 
importance  to  the  Government,  and  w«  invite  the  serious  attention  of 
the  War  Department  to  it.  We  would  suggest  that,  if  any  doubt  he 
entertained  by  the  authorities  at  Richmond  as  to  the  policy  or  iwoes- 
sity  or  the  practicability  of  the  measure,  that  a  special  agent  be  sent 
out  to  examine  int>o  it  and  report  to  the  Department  the  facts  and 
merits  of  the  proposition. 

We  are,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

ALFRED  IVERSON, 
HOMER  BLACKMAN, 
J.  L.  MLTSTIAN, 
THOS.  H.  DAWSOX, 

CommiUee. 

[FInt  IndDTMmfliit.] 

August  23,  1864. 

To  Ei^ineer  Bureau  for  consideration. 

J.  A.  S. 

[Seeonil  IndoraeraML] 

Engineer  Bureau, 

Sepiemher  U,  186J^ 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
A  letter  was  promptly  written  to  Hon.  Alfred  Iverson  stating  that 
the  views  expressed  by  himself  and  others  in  relation  to  the  Union 
Springs  and  Montgomery  Railroad  connection  were  being  duly  con- 
sidered, but  that  it  was  feared  that  the  pressing  need  foraU  available 
railroad  iron  to  be  used  on  main  trunk  Unes  in  repairs  would  prevent 
this  Bureau  from  recommending  favorable  action. 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 

[Inclosura  Xo.  1.] 

"WhereaH,  we  consider  the  speedy  completion  of  the  road  from  Union  Springs 
to  Montgomery,  now  nearly  completed,  as  of  vital  importance  to  the  country, 
especially  whilst  the  war  continues,  in  the  transportation  of  troops  and  army 
snpplies,  and  which  no  other  present  channel  of  conveyance  can  rnmish ; 
whereas,  the  grading  of  said  road  is  now  nearly  completed,  and  with  proper  efforts 
might  be  finished  in  sixty  days  at  the  farthest ;  ana  whereas,  it  ia  now  imprac- 
ticable for  the  company  to  procure  the  iron  necessary  for  the  road,  and  that  articte 
can  only  be  supplied  to  the  Confederate  States :  It  is  therefore 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  open  a  correspondrace  both  with 
the  directors  of  said  road  and  with  the  Confederate  Ooremment  to  urge  sudi 
measures  as  may  be  required  to  accomplish  the  above  important  object. 

The  above  was  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Mobile  and  Girard  Railroad  Company  held  July  G,  1864.  The  com- 
mittee appointed  above  are  Hon,  Alfred  Iverson,  Col.  Homer  Black- 
man,  J.  L.  Mustian,  esq..,  Thomas  II.  Dawson,  esq. 
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[Inolvaure  No.  2.) 

MoNTOOHBRY,  Ala.,  August  4,  1S64. 
Messrs.  A.  IVBRSON,  T.  H.  Dawson,  H.  Blackhan,  and  J.  L. 

MUSTIAN: 

Gbntlbhex:  Our  president.  Col.  L.  Owen,  was  absent  on  the 
receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  15th  of  July  ultimo  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  stoclcholders  of  the  Girard  Railroad  Company,  and 
has  i-equested  me  to  reply  and  acli:nowled^e  the  receipt  of  your 
esteemed  communication.  There  could  not  be  at  the  time  a  meeting  of 
the  board  of  directora  on  account  of  absence  of  some.  But  our  presi- 
dent and  others  have  had  an  interview  with  General  Bragg,  recently 
here,  and  also  with  General  Maury,  in  command  here,  and  each  concurs 
in  great  necessity  of  immediately  building  the  road  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  understand  have  bo  advised  the  Government  at  Richmond, 
and  we  would  respectfully  return  our  thanlks  for  the  interest  you  have 
taken  in  this  matter,  and  hox>e  we  will  continue  to  receive  your  sym- 
pathy and  aid  should  the  Government  undertake  the  building  of  the 
road. 

Yours,  with  respect, 

JOS.  D.  NOPPERS, 
Secretary  Montgomery  and  Eufaula  EaUroad. 


War  Department,  Signal  Bureau, 

Bichmona,  Fa.,  August  8,  I864. 

S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

General  :  There  being  at  present  several  of  those  employed  on  our 
secret  service  lines  who  have  no  defined  position  in  the  service,  being 
but  volunteers,  receiving  no  pay,  and  over  whom  we  possess  in  fact 
no  power  or  right  to  control,  I  respectfully  request  that  such  authority 
may  issue  from  yom*  department  as  will  empower  me  to  direct  that 
such  men  under  the  employ  of  the  Signal  Bureau  who  belong  to  no 
company  or  command  shall  immediately  join  some  military  organiza- 
tion with  the  understanding  that  they  be  at  once  detailed  for  assign- 
ment to  the  same  duty  on  which  they  may  be  at  the  time  employed. 
Many  of  them  are  excellent  and  efficient  men  and  could  not  easily  be 
replaced.  Their  services  were  accepted  by  Major  Norris,  who  retained 
them  simply  as  volunteers.  Should  they  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  we  could  not  demand  their  exchange  and  they  are  not  respon- 
sible to  the  chief  of  bureau,  or  any  one  else  having  the  power,  if  they 
at  any  time  deem  it  best  to  leave  the  corps,  however  necessary  their 
services  might  be  at  the  time,  nor  could  we  hold  them  responsible  for 
disobedience  of  orders.  Besides,  if  these  men  are  liable  to  con- 
scription, it  might  appear  that  this  office  was  in  a  manner  harboring 
them  unlawfully.  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Bureau 
be  furnished  with  the  views  of  the  department  on  the  subject  at  ae 
early  a  day  as  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  N.  BARKER, 
Captain  and  Chief  of  Signal  Corps. 

37  R  R— SERIES  IV,  VOL  HI 
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{Pint  indoTMOMnt.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

August  12,  186^. 

The  law  oi^anizing  the  Signal  Corps  makes  no  provision  for  the 
enlistment  or  assignment  in  it  of  private  soldiers.  It  has  been  the 
practice  to  detail  these  from  the  Army  or  Conscription  Bureau,  as 
the  public  service  required.  I  see  no  objection  to  the  plan  proposed 
by  Captain  Barker. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War: 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Ac^tUarU-ChneraL 

[SMond  iBdonenMOt.] 

August  19,  1864. 
The  assignment  of  such  disbanded  conscripts  is  conformable  to 
rule  and  will  probably  promote  subordination.  No  objection  is  entei^ 
tained. 

J.  A.  S. 


CntcuiiAR  )  Confederate  States  of  America, 

>  War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 
No.  29.    )  Richmond^  Va.,  August  5, 

I.  Circular  No.  26  is  hereby  revoked.  Hereafter  all  applications 
for  detail  made  to  the  local  enrolling  officer  will,  after  investigation, 
be  forwarded  with  report  to  the  district  enrolling  officer.  If  the  dis- 
trict enrolling  officer  approves  the  application  he  will  grant  a  fur- 
lough for  sixty  da^^. 

The  reasons  for  approval  will  be  stated  in  fnll  on  a  separate  sheet 
and  the  papers  forwarded  through  the  commandant  for  the  State,  who 
will  also  express  his  opinion  to  this  office  for  final  action. 

If  the  district  enrolling  officer  disapproves  the  application  he  will 
indorse  in  f  uU  the  reasons  for  his  disapproval  and  return  the  papers 
to  the  local  enrolling  officer,  who  wiU  immediately  forward  the  parties 
to  the  camps  of  instruction,  to  be  at  once  assigned  to  commands  in 
the  field  entitled  under  existing  orders  to  receive  conscripts. 

An  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  district  enrolling  officer  c«n  be 
taken,  which  should  be  forwarded  through  the  regular  channels  to 
this  Bureau  for  Its  action.  If  an  appeal  is  not  taken  the  papers  will 
be  kept  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  local  enrolling  officer. 

Upon  transmitting  the  appeal  commandants  will  state  the  com- 
pany and  regiment  to  which  the  appellants  have  been  assigned.  This 
course  will  be  pursued  in  all  cases  whether  the  applications  have 
been  made  previous  or  subsequent  to  the  receipt  of  tiiis  circular. 

II.  Where,  in  the  course  of  transmission  under  previous  instruc- 
tions, the  papers  have  passed  from  the  district  enrolling  officer  to  the 
commandant,  action  similar  to  that  herein  directed  will  be  taken  by 
the  commandant — ^that  is,  a  furlough  for  sixty  days  will  be  granted 
(in  case  of  approval),  when  the  papers  will  be  forwarded;  or  the 
party  will  be  immediately  assigned  in  case  of  disapproval,  when  the 
papers  will  be  kept  on  file  unless  an  appeal  is  taken. 

III.  The  furlough  to  be  granted  by  the  district  enrolling  officer  is 
in  the  nature  of  an  indulgence,  the  object  being  to  protect  the  parties 
during  the  delay,  and  it  is  revoked  by  the  action  of  the  Bureau. 

.  By  order  of  Col.  T.  P.  August,  acting  superintendent: 

THOMAS  GOLDTHWAITE, 

Acting  Assistant  AcljtUant-OeneraL 


Digitized  by 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIEtl.  579 


Headquarters  Conscript  Service, 

Augitsta,  August  9,  I864. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Preston,  < 

Sit/periniendent  'Bureau  of  Conscription,  Richmond,  Va.: 

General:  I  regret  the  necessity  that  impels  me  again  to  address 
you  upon  the  financial  embarrassments  of  the  enrolling  service  in  this 
State.  It  is  now  five  or  six  months  since  the  officers  and  employes  in 
the  department  have  received  a  dollar  of  their  pay.  Most  of  them,  com- 
pelled by  regulation  to  serve  in  counties  remote  from  their  homes,  are 
entirely  dependent  for  support  upon  what  the  Government  pays  them. 
Many  of  them,  especially  those  on  duty  in  the  northern  portion  of 
the  Stat^,  we  remote  from  any  Government  commissary,  and  cannot 
draw  their  rations  if  they  would,  and  in  the  present  scarcity  of  trans- 
portation it  is  perfectly  impracticable  to  send  rations  to  them.  Their 
creditors  have  been  so  often  disappointed  by  reason  of  the  delay  in 
receiving  their  pay  they  now  refuse  longer  to  credit  them  for  even 
the  commonest  necessaries  of  life. 

Again,  if  Circular  No.  28,  current  series,  from  the  Bureau,  is  to  be 
strictly  enforced,  and  no  discretion  allowed  in  cases  of  extraordinary 
expenses,  officers  under  orders  cannot  be  sent  into  counties  npt  pene- 
trated by  railroads.  In  many  counties  horses  and  mules  cannot 
be  had  at  any  price,  and  nowhere  can  they  be  had  for  the 
per  diem  (dlowance  of  an  officer.  Thirty  and  forty  dollars  per 
day  is  the  common  price  for  a  horse  and  conveyance  of  any  sort. 
Many  officers,  having  no  means  of  their  own,  cannot  pay  such  charges, 
and  consequently  cannot  go;  and  I  do  not  think  it  fair  to  require 
those  more  fortunate  to  expend  their  own  means  without  hope  of 
being  reimbursed  by  the  Government  they  go  to  serve.  These  diffi- 
culties are  especially  apparent  in  the  case  of  the  medical  officers  and 
district  enrolHng  officers,  who  are  required  at  stated  intervals  to  visit 
the  several  counties  of  their  respective  districts  where  there  are  no 
quartermasters  and  no  railroads,  and  where  they  are  compelled  to  hire 
private  conveyances  at  exorbitant  prices. 

I  have  found  that  constant  inspection  is  essential  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  service,  and  I  have  hitherto,  by  myself  and  by  inspecting  offi- 
cer, maintained  a  close  scrutiny  of  the  acts  of  subordinates.  It  is 
of  the  last  importance  that  this  be  kept  up,  but  if  officers  are  only  to 
be  allowed  $10  per  diem  and  transportation  in  kind  this  inspection 
must  be  abandoned  in  the  counties  not  served  by  railroads. 

I  write  you  thus  earnestly,  general,  because  I  see  and  feel  the  evils 
of  which  I  write,  and  I  trust  you  will  use  your  influence  to  devise  some 
means  to  overcome  these  difficulties. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  BROWNE, 

Colonel  and  Commandant. 

[Indocwmeni.] 

Bureau  of  Conscription, 
Richmond^  August  10,  180J^, 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Honorable  Secretaiy  of  War  for 
instructions. 

The  evils  and  inconveniences  complained  of  by  Colonel  Browne  are 
fully  recognized  at  this  Bureau.  It  is  very  certain  that  the  per  diem 
of  *10  will  not  in  the  greater  number  of  cases  cover  actual  and 
unavoidable  expenses  even  where  Govemment  transportation  is  fur- 
nished. 
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The  paragraph  (III)  of  General  Orders,  No.  63,  current  series,  does 
not,  it  is  thought,  provide  a  remedy,  for  it  is  believed  to  be  intended 
fpr  offtcers  on  special  service  under  orders,  while  members  of  medi- 
cal boards  and  enrolling  officers  attached  to  this  Bureau  while  traveling 
through  their  respective  districts  are  .engaged  in  their  regular  and 
legitimate  duties,  and  as  local  ofQcers  are  not  entitled  to  their  personal 
expenses  on  such  journeys,  but  only  to  commutation  for  quarters  and 
fuel  at  the  fixed  local  rates.  It  is  felt  that  this  may  be  a  harsh  rule, 
but  under  existing  orders  and  usages  it  appeared  to  be  the  only  one 
to  be  adopted. 

An  extension  of  the  provisions  of  that  paragraph  to  medical, 
enrolling,  and  other  officers  of  this  Biu^au  while  traveling  from  place 
to  place  under  its  orders  or  in  the  discharge  of  their  regular  duties 
might  go  far  to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of,  but  it  is  respectfully 
urged  that  the  efficiency  and  o-onvenience  of  the  peculiar  service  of 
the  Bureau  of  Conscription  would  be  more  completely  secured  by 
authorizing  the  superintendents  to  fix  the  allowances  to  all  such 
officers  while  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties  upon  con- 
sideration of  all  the  local  and  other  circumstances  of  the  case. 

T.  P.  AUGUST, 
CoUmel  and  Acting  Superinteiufent. 


Richmond,  Va.,  August  lly  I864. 

General  Howell  Cobb, 

Macon^  Ga. : 

I  informed  Colonel  Browne  that  until  his  services  in  Georgia  could 
be  dispensed  with  he  would  remain.  You  will  recollect  that  he  went 
for  temporary  service.  His  absence  has  been  inconvenient  to  me, 
and  I  thought  you  would  have  many  advantages  over  him  in  conduct- 
ing the  discussions  with  the  State  Executive  on  the  questions  which 
have  been  raised. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  August  lly  IS64. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President : 

Sir:  The  magnitude  of  the  proposition  of  Captain  Williams  here- 
with presented  induces  me  to  yield  to  his  request  to  lay  it  before  you 
for  consideration. 

Among  the  many  Missourians  who  are  dedicating  their  enei^e«  to 
the  destructive  service  he  is  pre-eminent  for  inventive  power,  practi- 
cal skill,  and  indomitable  energy.  His  design  has  been  long  matured, 
but  he  has  withheld  it  until  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  has  removed 
the  only  obvious  objection  to  the  mode  of  warfare  embraced  in  his 
plan.  I  know  him  well.  In  Missouri  he  was  engaged  in  the  cod- 
struction  of  her  railroads,  and  here,  laboring  with  small  means  and 
against  formidable  obstacles,  he  devised  and  perfected  a  submarine 
apparatus  which  finally  received  the  official  indorsement  of  the  Board 
of  Engineei'S. 

Respectfully,  your  fellow-citizen, 

URIEL  WRIGHT. 
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[Fint  Indonement.] 

August  11. 

Respectfully  referred,  by  direction  of  the  President,  to  the  Hon- 
orable Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  attention. 

J.  C.  IVES, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de- Camp. 

{Seoond  Indranement.] 

Navy  Department, 

Augxist  llj  1864. 

ReBpectf nlly  referred  to  Honorable  Secretary  of  War,  because  it  is 
the  plan  of  operations  upon  which  Mr.  Courtney,  under  its  authority, 
is  believed  to  be  engaged,  and  because  it  belongs  to  the  class  of  secret- 
service  means. 

S.  K.  MALLORY, 

Secretary. 

[Third  Indoraement.] 

August  13,  1804. 

The  request  that  others  who  may  have  used  the  inventions  of  the 
writer  should  be  required  to  show  their  title  to  claim  the  device 
employed  as  their  own  is  reasonable  an<l  will  be  remembered. 

In  my  judgment,  only  ships  of  war  and  transports  carrying  troops, 
munitions  of  war,  or  supplies  to  armed  forces  are  legitimate  objects  of 
the  attacks  contemplated.  Passenger  ships  or  those  in  ordinary  com- 
merce should  not  in  general  be  assailed  in  so  destructive  a  way,  as 
the  main  aim  of  legitimate  war  in  such  cases  is  to  capture,  not  destroy. 

Only  in  very  exceptional  cases,  where  some  special  cause  for 
destruction  existed  and  would  morallj'  justify,  should  such  fatal 
agencies  be  employed  against  passenger  or  commercial  vessels. 

J.  A.  S. 

[InehMnre.] 

RlGHMOJTD,  Atigustf  1864. 

HiH  Excellency  Jefitkbson  Davis, 

President  of  tlw  Confederate  States: 

Sir;  The  undersigned  respectfully  submits  a  plan  devised  and 
matured  by  him  for  the  destruction  of  the  transports,  supplies,  and 
commerce  of  the  enemy,  which,  it  is  believed,  needs  only  the  patron- 
age and  encouragement  of  the  Government  to  be  carried  into  success- 
ful execution.  ^ 

This  plan  aims  at  a  wider  destruction  of  the  commerce  of  the 
enemy  than  can  ever  be  reached  by  our  armed  privateers,  and  goes 
beyond  the  scope  of  the  act  of  Congress  which  provides  compensa- 
tion for  the  destruction  of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  enemy.  It 
strikes  not  only  at  the  armaments  of  the  Federal  Government  and 
their  transports  carrying  supplies  and  men,  at  depots  of  supplies  and 
munitions  of  war,  but  at  all  commerce  of  the  enemy  lying  in  the 
poi-ts  of  the  United  States,  in  transit  from  one  port  of  the  United 
St4ites  to  another,  in  transit  from  a  port  of  the  United  States  to  any 
port  of  the  Confederacy,  and  at  all  commerce  of  the  enemy  on  the 
high  seas  in  transit  from  any  port  in  the  world. 

This  plan  was  designed  and  perfected  by  the  undersigned  as  early 
as  1861,  and  consists  of  shipping  on  board  of  the  enemy's  vessels  and 
into  depots  of  supplies  incendiary  apparatus  or  torpedoes,  to  set  fire 
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or  explode  at  a  given  time,  it  being  a  modification  and  adaptation 
for  Buch  purposes  of  the  same  torpedo  designed  to  be  used  with  the 
submarine  apparatus  designed  by  him,  and  it  was  reduced  to  form 
and  practicability  by  the  undersigned  by  actual  models,  copies  of 
which  are  now  in  the  Patent  Office  in  this  city. 

About  four  months  since,  being  compelled  of  necessity  to  let  hLs 
modes  of  operation  be  known  here,  parties  (as  the  undersigned  is 
informed  and  believes)  are  now  seeking  to  anticipate  me  before  tiie 
departments  by  asking  privileges  and  compensation,  who  obtained 
the  plims  of  opemting  from  mine,  to  my  certain  knowledge.  With- 
out models  or  anything  to  show  how  their  work  is  done,  they  have 
only  crade  ideas  of  the  scheme,  unless  they  have  procured  others  to 
do  the  work  for  them,  for  tffey  are  wholly  incapable  of  making  a 
mechanical  invention  of  the  kind.  As  these  parties  design  to  antici- 
pate me  before  the  departments,  I  respectfully  ask  that  all  parties  be 
required  to  produce  their  apparatus  to  be  used  and  furnish  the  usual 
evidence  of  priority  before  the  compensation  is  paid;  otherwise  there 
will  be  no  protection  to  the  inventor  or  the  scientific  or  mechanical 
producer,  who  is  the  groijnd-work  and  soul  of  the  service,  if  he  can 
thus  be  forestalled  by  men  who  have  the  address  and  inflaence  to 
anticipate  without  the  brains  necessary  to  originate. 

Models  of  the  plans  of  the  underaigned  are  ready  for  the  scrutiny  of 
the  departments,  and  he  is  prepared  to  give  a  fuU  explanation  of  t^e 
modes  of  executing  it  at  such  time  as  the  Government  may  appoint 

The  act  of  Congress  now  in  foi'ce,  aided  by  regulations  of  the 
departments,  giving  compensation  for  the  destruction  of  the  armed 
vessels  of  the  enemy  and  their  transports  may  cover  a  portion  of 
this  plan.  It  is  presumed  that  the  Government  will  proljably  regard 
every  vessel  of  the  enemy  plying  from  a  Federal  port  to  any  i>ort  of 
the  Confederacy  or  to  the  mouths  of  rivera  of  the  Confederacy  as  a 
"transport"  within  the  meaning  of  the  construction  of  the  depart- 
ments. In  the  actual  condition  of  our  coast  the  only  apparent  fonction 
to  be  performed  by  such  vessels  would  be  the  transportation  of  men, 
supplies,  or  munitions  of  war.  Commerce  as  such  can  scarcely  obtaiu 
between  such  ports.  Would  the  same  vessel  destroyed  in  the  liarbor  of 
Kew  York  or  Boston,  freighted  with  munitions  of  war  or  having  on 
board  soldiers  or  marines  for  transportation,  be  an  armed  vessel  or 
transport  within  the  meaning  of  the  act  or  under  any  regulatioz^  of 
the  departments?  Would  a  vessel  of  the  enemy  in  transit  from  a 
foreign  port  to  a  Federal  port,  freighted  in  whole  or  part  with  muni- 
tions of  war  or  having  on  board  foreign  mercenaries  to  be  organized 
on  arrival  at  a  Federal  port  into  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  be  regarded  as  a  "transport"  under  the  construction  of  any 
privileges  or  inducements  which  may  have  been  granted  ?  However 
these  questions  may  be  answered  by  the  Gtovemment,  it  is  manifest 
that  the  existing  legislation  of  Congress  cannot  furnish  compensation 
for  the  destruction  of  the  vessels  the  enemy  engaged  in  peaceful 
commerce  in  port  or  on  the  high  seas.  Additional  legislation  is  nec- 
essary to  furnish  an  adequate  inducement  to  the  adventurous  spirits 
of  the  Confederacy  who  are  willing  to  strike  the  vessels  and  com- 
merce of  the  enemy  wherever  found  and  of  whatever  character. 

If  the  Executive  authority  of  the  Confederacy  shall  approve  this 
mode  of  assailing  the  commerce  of  the  enemy  and  determine  to  use 
its  proper  constitutional  influence  over  the  Legislative  Department  to 
procure  the  necessary  legislation  to  obtain  compensation,  the  indi- 
viduals who  are  ready  and  anxious  to  do  the  work  will  set  about  it  at 
once,  without  waiting  for  the  action  of  Congress. 
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Itr  so  far  as  the  plan  aims  at  the  destruction  of  the  vessels  and  com- 
merce of  the  enemy  in  transit  from  a  foreign  port,  while  the  destruc- 
tion would  take  place  only  on  the  high  seas,  the  initial  steps  toward 
it  would  be  taken  while  the  vessel  lay  in  port.  The  objection  may 
arise  that  such  act  would  be  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality. 
It  is  not  the  design  of  the  originator  of  this  plan,  nor  of  those  who 
will  execute  it,  to  involve  the  Confederacy  in  any  violation  of  the 
rules  which  regulate  the  conduct  of  neutral  nations  toward  each 
other.  For  any  act  done  in  the  port  of  a  neutral  nation  the  protec- 
tion of  this  Gkivernment  will  not  be  asked  or  claimed.  The  individ- 
uals engaged  on  this  enterprise  take  quod  hoc  all  the  risk  of  the  periL 
If  in  movmg  ^;ainst  the  enemy  they  do  any  wrong  to  a  neutral  nation, 
they  hold  titemselves  amenable  to  the  chanoes  of  such  penalty  as 
that  nation  may  rightfully  inflict.  They  do  not  ask  this  €k>vemment 
to  be  responsible  for  their  action  in  such  cases. 

If  it  be  objected  that  the  execution  of  the  plan  may  involve  the 
possible  life  or  lives  of  non-combatants,  the  answer  is  twofold:  Firet, 
the  loss  of  life  is  not  an  inevitable  result,  as  the  history  of  the  sea  cas- 
ualties demonstrates,  and  the  possible  loss  of  life  to  non-combatants 
by  armetl  privateers  assailing  the  peaceful  commerce  of  the  enemy 
does  not  render  unlawful  that  mode  of  warfare.  But  the  second  and 
full  answer  to  the  objection  is  that  against  an  enemy  who  persistently 
repudiates  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare  retaliation  is  a  moral  right, 
having  its  sanction  in  the  opinion  of  mankind.  By  the  law  of 
nations  a  nation  who  refuses  to  be  governed  by  the  code  absolves 
the  adverswy  from  all  obligations  to  its  rules. 

The  information  which  is  respectfully  solicited  is  as  to  what  classes 
of  vessels  and  what  description  of  property  may  be  considered  liable 
to  destruction  by  such  rae^ns,  and  the  inducement  which  will  be 
given. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  WILLIAMS, 
Civil  and  Marine  Engineer. 


Clifton  House,  Niaoaba  Falls,  Canada  West, 

AugvM  lly  1864. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Bekjauin, 

Secretary  of  Staie  Confederate  States  of  America : 

Sir:  Since  my  last  dispatch  I  have  visited  all  the  points  in  Canada 
at  which  it  was  probable  any  escaped  prisoners  could  bo  found.  I 
have  circulated  as  widely  as  possible  the  information  that  all  who 
desired  to  return  to  the  discharge  of  their  duty  could  obtain  transpor- 
tation to  their  respective  commands  within  the  Confederacy.  For 
this  purpose  I  have  made  arrangements  with  reliable  gentlemen  at 
Windsor,  Niagara,  Toronto,  and  Montreal  to  forward  such  as  from 
time  to  time  may  require  this  assistance  as  far  as  Halifax,  from 
which  point  they  will  be  sent  by  Messrs.  Weir  &  Co.  to  Bermuda. 
The  system  thus  ox|;anized  will  provide  for  the  return  of  any  ordinary 
average  of  escaped  prisoners.  If,  however,  any  contingency  should 
lead  to  the  accnmulatiou  .of  a  large  number  in  Canada,  some  special 
arrangement  like  that  contemplated  when  I  left  Richmond  would  l)e 
required.  As  events  (to  which  it  is  scarcely  prudent  to  refer)  may 
soon  transpire  which  would  render  this  contingency  by  no  means 
remote  or  improbable,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  defer  my  depar- 
ture for  a  time.   I  feel  the  more  eonfidenoe  in  my  judgment  from  the 
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fact  that  it  ha.s  the  concurrence  of  Messrs.  Clay  and  Thompson.  ■  I 
have  availed  myself  of  the  interim  of  every  opportanity  to  co-operate 
•with  those  gentlemen,  and  think  that  I  have  been  able  to  render  useful 
service.  My  present  expectation  is  to  return  in  September.  A  dis- 
.  tinct  communication  from  Mr.  Clay  and  myself  is  sent  by  this  mail. 
With  the  highest  respect,  Ac, 

JAMES  P.  HOLCOMBE. 


Saint  Catherines,  Canada  West, 

August  11,  1S64. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  Sfcie  Confed.  States  of  America^  Richmond^  Va.: 

Sir:  I  deem  it  due  to  Mr.  Holcombe  and  myself  to  address  yon  in 
explanation  of  the  circumstances  leading  to  and  attending  our  cor- 
re.si>ondence  with  Hon.  Horace  Greeley,*  which  has  been  the  subject 
of  80  much  misrepresentation  in  the  United  States,  and,  if  they  are 
correctly  copied,  of  at  least  two  papers  in  the  Confederate  States. 

Wo  addressed  a  joint  and  informal  note  to  the  President  on  this 
subject,  but.  as  it  was  sent  by  a  messenger  under  peculiar  emlmrrass- 
ments  it  was  couched  in  very  guarded  terms  and  was  not  so  full  or 
explicit  as  we  originally  intended  or  desired  to  make  it.  I  hope  he 
has  already  delivered  it  and  has  explaincHl  its  purpose  and  snpplied 
what  was  wanting  to  do  ns  full  justice. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Holcombe,  Mr.  Thompson,  and  mj'self 
in  Canada  West  It  was  known  in  the  United  States  and  was  the  sub- 
ject of  much  speculation  there  as  to  the  object  of  our  visit.  Some 
politicians  of  more  or  less  fame  and  representing  all  parties  in  the 
United  States  came  to  see  Mr.  Holcombe  and  myself — Mr.  Thompson 
being  at  Toronto  and  less  accessible  than  we  were  at  the  Falls — either 
through  curiosity  or  some  better  or  worse  motive. 

They  found  that  our  conversation  was  mainly  directed  to  the  mutual 
injury  we  were  inflicting  on  each  other  by  war,  the  necessity  for  peace 
in  order  to  preserve  whatever  was  valuable  to  both  sections,  and 
probability  of  foreign  intervention  when  we  were  thoroughly  exhausted 
and  unable  to  injure  others,  and  the  dictation  of  a  peace  less  advan- 
tageous to  both  belligerents  than  they  might  now  make  if  there  was 
an  armistice  of  sufficient  duration  to  allow  passion  to  subside  and 
reason  to  r^ume  its  sw^. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Geoi^e  N.  Samders,  who  had  preceded  us  to 
the  Falls,  was  addressing,  directly  or  indirectly,  his  ancient  and 
intimate  party  friends  and  others  in  the  United  States  supposed  to  be 
favorably  inclined,  assuring  them  that  a  peace  mutually  advantageous 
to  the  North  and  the  South  might  be  made,  and  inviting  them  to  visit 
us  that  we  might  consider  and  discuss  the  subject.  He  informed  us 
that  Mr.  Greeley  would  visit  us  if  we  would  be  pleased  to  see  him. 
Believing  from  his  antecedents  that  he  was  a  sincere  friend  of  peace, 
even  with  separation  if  necessary,  we  authorized  Mr.  Sanders  to  say 
that  we  would  be  glad  to  receive  him.  Mr.  Greeley  replied,  as  we 
were  told,  through  Mr.  Jewett,  who  had  been  an  active  and  useful 
agent  for  communicating  with  citizens  of  the  United  States,  that  he 
would  prefer  to  accompany  us  to  Washington  City  to  talk  of  peace, 
and  would  do  so  if  we  would  go.  We  did  not  then  believe  that  Mr. 
Greeley  had  authorized  this  prox>osal  in  his  name,  for  neither  we  nor 

*  See  Series  m,  Vol.  IV. 
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Mr.  Sanders  had  seen  it  in  any  telegram  or  letter  from  Mr.  Greeley, 
but  had  it  only  from  the  lips  of  Mr.  Jewett,  who  is  reported  to  be  a 
man  of  fervid  and  fruitful  ima^iination  and  yeiy  credulous  of  what 
he  wishes  to  be  true.  NotwitHstEmding,  after  calm  deliberation  and 
consultation  we  thought  that  we  could  not  In  duty  to  the  Confederate 
States  decline  the  invitation,  and  directed  Mr.  Ssmders  to  say  that  we 
would  go  to  WashiiMi^u  if  complete  and  unqualified  protection  was 
given  us. 

We  did  not  feel  authorized  to  speak  for  Mr.  Thompson,  who  was 
absent,  and  we  moreover  deemed  it  necessary  that  he  or  I  should 
remain  here  to  promote  the  objects  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had 
given  us  and  another  in  charge. 

Mr.  Sanders  responded  in  his  own  peculiar  style,  as  you  have  seen, 
or  will  see  by  the  inclosed  copy  of  the  correspondence,  which  was 
published  under  my  8Ui>ervision.*  We  did  not  expect  to  hear  from 
Mr.  Greeley  ^ain  upon  the  subject,  and  were  greatly  surprised  by  his 
note  from  the  U.  S.  side  of  the  Falls,  addressed  to  us  as  "duly 
accredited  from  Richmond  as  the  bearers  of  propositions  looking  to 
the  establishment  of  peace." 

How  or  by  whom  that  character  was  imputed  to  us  we  do  not 
know.  We  suspect,  however,  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  attribution 
of  the  high  and  responsible  office  to  Mr.  Jewett,  or  to  that  yet  more 
credulous  and  inventive  personage,  Dame  Rumor.  Certainly  wo  are 
not  justly  chargeable  with  ha\'ing  assumed  or  afEected  that  character, 
or  with  having  given  any  one  sufficient  grounds  to  infer  that  we  came 
clothed  with  any  such  powers.  We  never  sought  or  desired  a  safe- 
conduct  to  Washington,  or  an  interview  with  Mr.  Lincoln.  Wo  never 
proposed,  sxiggested,  or  intimated  any  terms  of  x>eace  to  any  person 
that  did  not  embrace  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States. 
We  hskve  been  as  jealous  of  the  rights,  interest,  and  power  of  our 
Gorenunent  as  any  of  its  citizens  can  be,  and  have  never  wittingly 
compromised  them  by  act,  word,  or  sign.  We  have  not  felt  it  our 
duty  to  dedcuv  to  all  who  have  approached  us  upon  the  subject  that 
reunion  was  impossible  under  any  change  of  the  Constitution  or 
abridgment  of  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government.  We  have  not 
dispelled  the  fond  delusion  of  most  of  those  witli  whom  we  have  con- 
versed— that  some  kind  of  common  government  might  at  some  time 
hereafter  be  re-established.  But  we  have  not  induced  or  encouraged 
this  idea.  On  the  contrary,  when  obliged  to  answer  the  question — 
"Will  the  Southern  States  consent  to  reunion?" — I  have  answered: 

Not  now.  You  have  shed  so  much  of  their  beet  blood,  have  desolated  bo  many 
homes,  inflicted  so  mnch  injury,  caused  so  much  physical  and  mental  agony,  ana 
have  threatened  and  attemptea  such  irreparable  wrongs,  without  justification  or 
excuse,  as  they  believe,  that  they  woiud  now  prefer  extermination  to  your 
embraces  as  friends  and  fellow-citizens  of  the  same  government.  You  must 
wait  till  the  blood  of  our  alaugfatered  people  has  exhaled  from  the  soil,  till  the 
homeB  which  you  have  destroyed  have  oeen  rebuilt,  till  our  badges  of  mourning 
hare  been  laid  aride,  and  the  memorials  of  our  wrongs  are  no  longer  visible  on 
every  hand,  before  you  propose  to  rebuild  a  joint  and  common  government.  But 
I  think  the  South  will  agree  to  an  armistice  of  six  or  more  months  and  to  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce,  Becuringpeouliax  and  exclusive  privileges  to  both  sections, 
and  possibly  to  an  alUance  defensive,  ot  even,  for  some  purposes,  both  defensive 
and  offensive. 

If  we  can  credit  the  assereratioiui  of  both  peace  and  war  Democrats, 
uttered  to  us  in  person  .or  through  the  presses  of  the  United  states, 
our  correspondence  with  Mr.  Greeley  has  been  promotive  of  our 
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wishes.  It  has  impressed  all  but  fanatical  Abolitionists  with  the 
opinion  that  there  can  be  no  peace  while  Mr.  Lincoln  presides  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  All  concede  that  we 
will  not  accept  his  terms,  and  scarcely  any  Democrat  and  not  all  the 
Republicans  will  insist  on  them.  They  are  not  willing  to  pay  the 
price  his  terms  exact  of  the  North.  They  see  that  he  can  reach  peace 
only  through  snbjngation  of  the  South,  which  but  few  think  practi- 
cable; through  TUiiversal  bankruptcy  of  the  North;  through  seas  of 
their  own  blood  as  well  as  ours;  through  the  utter  demoralization  of 
their  people,  and  destruction  of  their  Republican  Qovemment;  through 
anamiy  and  moral  chaos — all  of  which  is  more  repuMye  and  intoler- 
able than  even  the  separation  and  independence  of  the  South. 

All  the  Democrat  presses  denounce  Mr.  Lincoln's  manifesto  in 
strong  terms,  and  many  Republican  presses  (and  among  them  the  New 
York  Tribune)  admit  it  was  a  blunder.  Mr.  Greeley  was  chagrined 
and  incensed  by  it,  as  his  articles  clearly  show.  I  am  told  by  those 
who  profess  to  have  heard  his  private  expressions  of  opinion  and  feel- 
ing, that  he  curses  all  fools  in  high  places  and  regards  himself  as 
deceived  and  maltreated  by  the  Administration.  From  all  that  I  can 
see  or  hear,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  correspondence  has  tended 
strongly  toward  consolidating  the  Democracy  and  dividing  the  Repub- 
licans and  enconn^ng  the  desire  for  peace.  Many  prominent  poli- 
ticians of  the  United  States  assure  us  that  it  is  the  most  opportune 
and  efficient  moral  instrumentality  for  stopping  the  war  that  could 
have  been  conceived  or  exerted,  and  beg  us  to  r^rain  firom  any  vin- 
dication of  our  course  or  explaziation  of  our  purposes. 

At  all  events,  we  have  developed  what  we  desired  to  in  the  eyes  of 
our  people — that  war,  with  all  its  horrors,  is  less  terrible  and  hatefnl 
than  the  alternative  offered  by  Mr.  Lincoln.  We  hope  that  none  will 
hereafter  be  found  in  North  Carolina,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the 
Confederate  States,  so  base  as  to  insist  that  we  shall  make  any  more 
advances  to  him  in  behalf  of  peace,  but  that  all  of  our  citizens  will 
gird  themselves  with  renewed  and  redoubled  energy  and  resolution  to 
battle  against  our  foes  until  our  utter  extermination,  rather  than 
halt  to  ponder  the  terms  which  he  haughtily  proclaims  as  his  ultima- 
tum. If  such  be  the  effect  of  our  correspondence,  we  shall  be  amply 
indemnified  for  all  the  misrepresentations  whi<^  we  have  incuired 
or  ever  can  incur. 

Mr.  Greeley's  purpose  may  have  been  merely  to  find  out  our  condi- 
tions of  peace,  but  we  give  him  credit  for  seeking  higher  objects. 
While  we  contemplated  and  desired  something  more,  yet  it  was  part 
of  our  purpose  to  ascertain  Mr.  Lincoln's  condition  of  peace.  We 
have  achieved  our  purpose  in  part;  Mr.  Greeley  has  failed  altogether. 
He  correctly  reports  us  as  having  proposed  no  -terms.  We  never 
intended  to  propose  any  until  instructed  by  our  Government.  We 
have  suffered  ourselves  to  be  falsely  reported  as  proposing  certain 
terms — among  them  reunion — for  reasons  that  our  judgment  approved, 
hoping  that  we  would  in  due  time  be  fully  vindicated  at  home. 

If  there  is  no  more  wisdom  in  our  country  than  is  displayed  in  the 
malignant  articles  of  the  Richmond  Examiner  and  Petersburg  Rois- 
ter, approving  of  the  ukase  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  war  must  continue 
until  neutral  nations  interfere  and  command  the  peace.  Such  arti- 
cles are  copied  into  all  the  Republican  presses  of  the  United  States, 
and  help  them  more  in  encouraging  the  prosecution  of  the  war  than 
anything  they  can  themselves  utter. 
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If  I  am  not  deceived,  the  elements  of  convulsion  and  revoUition 
existing  in  the  North  have  been  greatly  agitated  by  the  pronuncia- 
mento  of  the  autocrat  of  the  White  House.  Not  only  Democrats,  but 
Republicans  are  protesting  against  a  draft  to  swell  an  army  to  fight 
to  free  negroes,  and  aro  declaring  more  boldly  for  State  rights  and 
the  Union  as  it  was.  Many  say  the  draft  cannot  and  shall  not  be 
enfoEt^.  The  Democracy  are  beginning  to  learn  that  they  must 
endure  persecution,  outrage,  and  tyranny  at  the  hands  of  theBepub- 
licans,  just  as  soon  as  they  can  bring  back  their  armed  legions  from 
the  South.  They  read  their  own  fate  in  that  of  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky, Missouri,  and  Maryland.  They  are  beginning  to  lean  more  on 
tho  side  of  our  people  as  their  natural  allies  and  as  the  champions  of 
State  rights  and  of  popular  liberty.  Many  of  them  would  gladly  lock 
arms  with  our  soldiers  in  crushing  their  common  enemy,  the  Abolition- 
ists. Many  of  them  would  fall  into  our  lines  if  our  armies  occupied 
any  States  north  of  the  Ohio  for  a  month,  or  even  a  week.  Many  of 
tliem  are  looking  to  the  time  when  they  must  flee  their  country,  or 
iight  for  their  inalienable  rights.  They  are  preparing  for  the  latter 
alternative. 

The  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ns  and  the  officer 
detailed  for  special  service  have  not  been  neglected.  We  have  been 
arranging  for  tho  indispensable  co-operation.  It  is  promised,  and  we 
hope  will  soon  be  fnmished.  Then  we  will  act.  We  have  been  dis- 
appointed and  delayed  by  cimses  which  I  cannot  now  explain. 

I  fondly  trust  that  our  efforts  will  not  be  defeated  or  hindered  by 
unwise  and  intemperate  declarations  of  public  opinion,  by  newspaper 
editors  or  others  who  are  regarded  as  its  exponents. 

We  have  a  difficult  role  to  play,  and  must  be  judged  with  charity 
until  heard  in  our  own  defense. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Holcombe,  Mr.  Sanders,  and  Mr.  Tucker 
for  the  earnest  and  active  aid  they  have  given  me  in  promoting  the 
objects  of  Mr.  Thompson's  and  my  mission. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  at  Toronto  and  Mr.  Holcombe  is  at  the  Falls.  If 
here,  or  if  I  could  delate  the  transmission  of  this  communication,  I 
should  sabmit  it  to  them  for  some  expression  of  their  opinions. 

As  I  expect  this  to  reach  the  Confederate  States  by  a  safe  hand,  I 
do  not  take  the  time  and  labor  necessary  to  put  it  in  cipher — if, 
indeed,  there  is  anything  worth  concealing  from  our  enemies. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac, 


Snt :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  your  Department  the  esti- 
mates of  foreign  supplies,  and  I  submit  for  your  consideration  a 
report  made  upon  the  same  by  Col.  T.  L.  Bayne,  agent  for  the  trans- 
portation of  cotton  on  account  of  this  Department.  The  sum  of  the 
estimates  is  £1,491,000;  the  monthly  export  required  to  meet  the  pay- 
ments will  be  6,000  bales  of  cotton,  or  30,000  bales  for  the  ensuing 
six  months;  the  tonnage  necessary  for  the  transportation  is  3,900  tons 
per  month,  nearly  fifteen  steamers  per  week,  at  the  present  average 
rato  of  freight  capacity.    This  statement  exhibits  apparently  the 
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Treasury  Department, 

Bichmondf  Aufftist  IS^  ISO^. 


Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 


Secretary  of  War: 
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impossibility,  in  our  present  circumstances,  of  accomplishing  impor- 
tations of  such  magnitude,  and  I  would  with  great  respect  suggest 
the  propriety  of  reconsidering  the  estimates,  and  of  sending  out  such 
orders  as  may  prevent  any  embarrassment  on  the  part  of  General 
McRae  in  the  distribution  of  the  funds  to  be  placed  at  his  disposal. 
By  the  orders  of  my  predecessor,  issued  since  the  adoption  of  the  sub- 
regulations  of  ,  all  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  depositaries  at 

Liverpool  are  made  subject  to  the  control  of  General  McRae  for  the 
supply  of  the  purchasing  agents  of  the  several  departments,  except  a 
balance  of  £10,000,  which  is  to  be  reserved  for  contingencies.  I  sug- 
gest tliat  in  conformity  with  this  arrangement  requisitions  be  made  in 
favor  of  General  McRae  for  the  amount  of  the  several  estimates  after 
they  have  been  reformed  in  the  manner  proposed.  I  will  then  cause 
warrants  fo  be  issued  upon  the  depositaries,  under  which  the  funds 
will  be  made  available  to  General  McRae  as  fast  as  they  accumulate. 

From  the  estimates  of  each  bureau  should  be  deducted  the  amount 
and  value  of  thestores  expected  to  be  received  under  existing  contracts. 

Colonel  Bayne  alludes  to  several  of  these,  and  there  may  be  others 
of  which  he  is  not  informed.  The  Collie  contract  alone  will  furnish 
supplies  to  the  extent  of  £200,000,  and  this  amount  and  all  others  of 
like  character  should  be  deducted  from  the  estimates.  Two  steamers 
under  this  contract  have  already  arrived.  By  the  terms  of  this  agree- 
ment 50  per  cent,  is  to  be  added  to  the  value  of  the  goods,  so  that  the 
sum  to  be  allowed  for  these  supplies  in  reduction  of  the  estimates  is 
in  fact  £300,000.  And  as  payment  is  to  be  made  in  cotton  at  6  pence, 
it  will  require  30,000  bales  of  cotton  for  this  single  contract.  As  5,000 
bales  at  present  prices  in  England  would  have  yielded  £200,000,  this 
unfortunate  arrangement  entails  a  positive  loss  of  25,000  bales  of  cot- 
ton, and  places  in  a  conspicuous  point  of  view  the  necessity  that 
existed  for  abandoning  this  mode  of  obtaining  supplies.  The  esti- 
mates being  made  as  moderate  as  the  absolute  necessities  of  the  serv- 
ice will  permit,  every  effort  will  be  made  on  the  part  of  this  Depart- 
ment to  place  the  required  funds  in  England.  The  difficulties  of  this 
task  must  not  be  kept  out  of  view.  The  chief  is  the  constant  interfer- 
ence of  existing  contracts  giving  special  privileges,  with  the  right  of 
the  Government  to  ship  half  the  cargo,  as  provided  in  the  regulations. 
Of  5,530  bales  (WUmington  and  Charleston  combined  4,868  bales+G62 
bales)  placed  by  this  Department  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Seixas,  at  Wil- 
mington, in  the  month  of  July,  only  1,672  bales  went  out  for  the 
"general  credit  of  the  Treasury."  The  distribution  was  as  follows: 
Treasury  Department,  1,672  bales;  Collie  contract,  962  bales;  Cren- 
shaw contract,  1,943  bales;  payment  freight,  &c.,  953  bales.  The 
payment  to  Collie  &  Co.  being  for  supplies  (part  of  the  £200,000) 
actually  arriving,  does  not  bear  so  injuriously  upon  our  resources. 
But  in  the  case  of  Crenshaw  our  means  are  being  at^rbed  in  the 
purchase  of  steamers  that  may  not  come  into  active  service  until  the 
present  exigency  has  passed.  I  have  sent  to  the  depositaries  in  Liver- 
pool $3,000,000  in  the  6  per  cent,  non-taxable  bonds,  and  if  encouraged 
to  do  so  will  send  in  all  110,000,000.  And  I  have  authorized  General 
McRae  and  Fraser,  Trenholm  A  Co.,  depositaries,  in  pursuance  of  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  February  17,  1864,  to  borrow  on  the  hypothe- 
cation of  these  bonds  from  time  to  time,  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  expected  importations  of  cotton.  A  loan  of  $5,000,000  on 
$10,000,000  of  these  bonds  ought  not  to  be  difficult,  to  be  repaid  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  cotton  actually  arriving  from  week  to  week.  The 
loan  made  by  Gilliat  A  Co.  of  the  £150,000  is  of  this  character,  and 
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as  the  nev  steamers  contracted  for  will  be  gradoally  comiug  iuto 
active  duty,  our  facilities  for  the  exportation  will  be  gradually 
increasing  and  our  means  ot  i)ayment  augmenting  in  proportion. 

I  have  entered  into  these  details  in  order  that  you  may  have  a  full 
and  comprehensive  view  of  the  resources  at  the  command  of  this 
Department  for  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  War  Department. 
Yours,  with  great  respect, 

G.  A.  TRENHOLM, 

Seci'eki/ry  of  the  Treasury. 

[Fint  indoneiiMait.] 

August  16.  IScT-l. 

Referred  for  the  apecial  attention  of  the  Quartermaster-General, 
Commissary-General,  Ordnance  Bureau,  Surgeon-General,  and  Niter 
and  Mining  Bureau.  It  will  be  necessary  to  limit  estimates,  and,  as 
far  as  the  service  will  allow,  anticipative  purchases  of  supplies. 

At  no  distant  date  means  of  shipment  ought  to  be  largely  increased, 
aud  I  have  all  confidence  they  will  be,  both  by  the  Government  and 
private  parties. 

J.  A.  S. 

[Second  Indorsamflnt.] 

Surgeon-General's  Office, 

August  23^  IS64. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Ordnance  Bureau. 

S.  P.  MOORE, 

Surgeon-  General. 

■    [Third  Indaraement.] 

Niter  and  Mining  Bureau, 

August  ise4. 

Read  and  respectfully  returned. 

I.  M.  ST.  JOHN, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 

[Inclosurs.] 

Richmond,  Va.,  August  186 j^. 

Hon.  G.  a.  Trenholm, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 

Sir:  I  have  the-houor  to  return  herewith  the  estimates  matle  by  the 
various  bureaus  of  the  War  Department  of  the  amount  of  foreign 
funds  required  by  them  in  tiie  next  six  months  to  meet  their  wants 
abroad.    These  estimates  are  as  follows: 


Quartermaster's  Department   £570,000 

Commissa^  Depar&ient    511,000 

Ordnance  Bureau   163, 000 

Niter  and  Mining  Bureau   135, 000 

Bfedical  Deputment   113, 000 


Total  ,   1,491,000 


I  have  deducted  from  the  estimate  the  100  per  cent,  added  in  to 
cover  freight  and  charges.  Assuming  the  net  value  of  a  bale  of  cot- 
ton in  Liverpool  il40,  it  will  require  to  meet  the  aggi'egate  of  above 
estimates  that  upwai-d  of  6,000  bales  per  month  be  exported  from 
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Wilmington  and  Charleston,  the  only  two  ports  now  available.  The 
tonnage  at  present  commanded  by  the  Government  is  entirely  inade- 
quate to  80  large  an  export.  General  McRae  advises,  under  date  of 
4th  ultimo,  the  purchase  by  him  of  fourteen  steamers,  the  first  four 
of  which  were  to  sail  from  England  in  the  present  month.  These  addi- 
tional facilities  may  enable  the  Government  to  raise  its  expoj:ts  to  the 
requisite  figure,  provided  in  the  meantime  arrangements  are  perfected 
for  the  regular  and  prompt  delivery  of  sufficient  cargoes  at  the  ports. 
I  apprehend  that  in  making  their  estimates  the  chiefs  of  bureaus  did 
not  take  into  consideration  the  supplies  to  be  delivered  under  certain 
contracts. 

FIVst.  The  Collie  contract  places  at  the  disposal  of  the — 


QoaTtermaster's  Department  abroad   £150,000 

Ordnance  Biireau   20, 000 

Medical  Department   23, 500 

Niter  and  Mining  Bureau   7, 600 


Total   900.000 


Second.  The  Davis-Fitzhugh  contract  will  furnish  at  our  ports 
between  this  and  October  some  five  or  six  cargoes  of  general  supplies. 

Third.  The  contract  made  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  with 
Messrs.  Rosenberg  &  Haiman  provides  for  the  delivei^  in  Liverpool, 
payable  in  cotton  at  Wilmington,  of  100,000  pair  of  shoes  and  a  like 
number  of  suits  of  clothes,  the  whole  to  be  d^ivered  previous  to  1st 
October  next.  Deliveries  to  the  extent  of  £11,432^  had  been  made 
previous  to  1st  July  ultimo. 

Fourth.  Other  contracts  for  the  delivery  of  supplies  payable  in  cot- 
ton have  been  made.  They  will  probably  produce  something,  but 
they  are  so  indefinite  that  no  calculations  can  be  based  upon  them.  I 
would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  making  up  their  esti- 
mates the  chiefs  of  bui*eaus  do  not  seem  to  have  considered  the  lim- 
ited importing  capacity  that  the  Government  is  likely  to  command. 
This  capacity  is  largely  estimated,  I  think,  at  2,000  tons  per  month. 
The  estimate  of  the  Commissary- General  is  based  upon  import  per 
month  for  his  department  alone  of  2,300  tons  of  freight;  that  of  the 
chief  of  the  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau  on  the  import  for  his  Bureau 
alone  per  month  of  1,600  tons. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  L.  BAYNE, 

lAeuterumt-  Colonel. 


Macon,  August  14, 1864. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary : 

I  have  called  out  the  militia;  will  get  4,000  or  5,000.  I  ask  for 
5,000  stand  of  arms,  with  accouterments  and  ammunition.  Call  was 
n^ade  by  order  of  Legislature  at  ui^ent  request  of  Major-General . 
Maury.  One  thousand  men  already  reported;  cannot  get  arms  with- 
out your  order,  although  promised  by  General  Maury.  Fatal  conse- 
quences may  follow  failure.  The  Confederate  forces  here  cannot  save 
Mississippi  or  Alabama.  General  Forrest  reports  enemy  26,000  in 
Lafayette  County.    You  know  our  resources. 

CHAS.  CLARK, 
Governor  of  Mississippi. 
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Gbnekal  Ordbbs,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  66.  f  Richmond,  Va.,  August  15 j  186^.  > 

I.  It  having  been  i-epresented  to  the  "War  Department  that  there 
are  numbert*  of  foreigners  entrapi)ed  by  artifice  and  fraud  into  the 
militAry  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  who  would  gladly 
withdraw  from  further  participation  in  the  inhuman  warfare  waged 
against  a  people  who  have  never  given  them  a  pretext  for  hostility, 
and  that  there  are  many  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  now 
retained  in  that  service  ag^nst  their  will  who  are  averae  to  aiding 
in  the  unjust  war  now  being  prosecuted  against  the  Confederate 
States;  and  It  being  also  known  that  these  men  are  prevented  from 
abandoning  such  compulsory  service  by  the  difficulty  they  experience 
in  escaping  therefrom^  it  is  ordered  that  all  such  persons  coming 
within  the  lines  of  the  Confederate  armies  shall  be  received,  protected, 
and  supplied  with  means  of  subsistence  until  such  of  them  as  desire 
it  can  be  forwarded  to  the  most  convenient  points  on  the  border, 
when  all  facilities  will  be  afforded  them  to  return  to  their  homes. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
AdjuUmt  and  Inspector  General. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Bepartment, 

Richmondf  Fa.,  August  15,  I864. 

Governor  Charles  Clark, 

Macon,  Miss.: 

All  arms  within  reach  have  been  placed  at  General  Mauris  com- 
mand.   Others  will  be  sent, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orders,  }      Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  66.         f  Richmond,  August  16,  I864. 

I.  The  extra  pay  allowed  to  men  detailed  from  the  Army  under  the 
"Act  of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  compensation  of  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  on  detailed  service," 
approved  June  9,  1864  (General  Orders,  No.  63,  current  series),  is 
established  as  follows: 

1.  The  extra  pay  for  extroordinaiy  skill  or  industry,  or  for  extra 
work  contemplated  in  section  2  of  the  law,  may  be,  in  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond, not  exceeding  the  amounts  named  in  the  following  schedule : 

Ferdiem. 


Snperinteudent,  not  exceeding  ^  ^0.00 

Finit-claBs  foreman,  not  exceeding.   7. 80 

First-claBB  mechanics  ,   6.00 

Second-class  mechanics   5. 50 

lliird-claBs  mechanics   5. 00 

Other  employ^  showing  nneommon  skill  or  industry   4. 00 

SIdUedclerkfl...   6.00 


2.  The  extra  pay  allowed  in  this  schedule  shall  be  regarded  as  i)ay 
for  ten  hours*  work,  and  for  all  work  requiring  "uncommon  skill" 
done  in  other  than  the  regular  ten  hours  the  pay  shall  be  60  per 
cent,  greater  than  the  schedule  price. 

3.  This  extra  pay  may  be  increased  or  diminished  at  other  posts  or 
depots  where  workshoi>s  are  established  in  proportion  as  the  market' 
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price  of  provisions  is  greater  or  less  than  in  the  city  of  Richmoiid,  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  of  the  Navy  acting  conjointly  as  to  such 
increase  or  diminution  at  points  where  tibere  are  establishments 
belonging  to  each  branch  of  the  service. 

4.  Ko  restrictions  will  be  placed  on  the  amount  of  pay  to  be  given 
t  by  contractors  to  detailed  men^  save  that  the  vages  shall  conform  as 

nearly  as  possible  to  the  wages  received  by  similar  classes  in  the 
employ  of  the  Government. 

5.  The  extra  compensation  for  piecework,  where  such  work  is  to 
the  advantage  of  the  Government,  shall  be  regulated  in  conformity 
to  the  classiflcation  of  workmen  in  section  1,  the  commanding  officer, 
with  the  approval  of  the  chief  of  the  bureau  concerned,  fixing  what 
shall  be  i-egarded  as  a  full  day's  work  with  **  uncommon  industrj'." 
Compensation  for  work  turned  out  over  and  above  the  quantities  so 
fixed  shall  be  paid  at  the  rate  fixed  by  the  "extra  compensation"  for 
full  day's  work. 

6.  This  act  is  to  be  construed  as  appljdng  to  men  detailed  "from 
the  field,"  and  does  not  apply  to  those  attached  in  any  way  to  an  army 
in  the  field.  Tlie  allowance  of  $2  a  day  is  optional  with  the  chief  of 
each  bureau,  and  any  less  sum  may  be  paid  according  to  the  nature 
of  occupation  and  services  of  the  detailed  man.  It  will  be  paid  out 
of  the  funds  of  the  bureau  employing  him,  and  for  the  days  in  which 
work  is  actually  performed,  unless  otherwise  specially  ordered  by  the 
chief  of  bureau.  Payments  to  men  detailed  in  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment, except  those  on  duty  with  purveyors,  will  be  made  by  the 
Quartermaster's  Department. 

7.  The  clothing  and  rations  issued  to  all  classes  of  detailed  and 
enrolled  men  shall  be  the  same  in  kind  and  quantity  as  is  issued  to 
soldiers  in  the  field,  said  shall  be  issued  by  the  proper  officer  of  the 
War  Department  in  such  manner  and  at  such  intervals  as  may  be 
directed  by  the  Secretai^  of  War.  Whenever,  from  any  cause,  the 
ration  cannot  be  issued  in  kind  within  ten  da^  after  it  is  due,  it 
shall  be  promptly  commuted  at  its  correut  value  by  the  Commissary 
Department. 

8.  In  like  manner,  whenever  the  clothing  allowed  cannot  for  any 
cause  bo  furnished  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  it  shall  he 
commuted  by  said  department  at  the  current  local  value  of  such 
clothing,  to  bo  fixed  by  the  Quartermaster-General. 

9.  The  other  allowances,  viz,  fuel  and  quarters,  will  be  commuted 
to  each  detailed  man  according  to  rates  fixed  by  the  Quartermaster^ 
General. 

10.  These  orders  will  take  effect  from  the  1st  of  August  instant. 
By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Ai^jutant  and  Inspector  QeneraL 


General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  67.  J  Richmand,  Axigust  16,  1864. 

I.  The  ration  specified  In  paragraph  II,  General  Orders,  No.  59, 
current  series,  on  which  the  hospital  fund  is  to  be  reckoned,  is  as 
follows: 

A  half  pound  of  bacon  or  pork,  one  pound  and  a  half  of  flour  or  corn- 
meal  (equal  quantities  of  both  to  be  used  in  the  reckoning),  and  to 
every  100  rations,  ten  pounds  of  rice,  one  gallon  of  vinegar,  one  pound 
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and  a  half  of  candles,  four  pounds  of  soap,  and  three  pounds  of  salt; 
and  at  that  rate  for  any  less  number  of  rations. 

H.  All  hones,  mules,  wagons,  faamess,  and  saddles  in  t^e  hands  of 
officens,  soldiers,  or  citizens  not  authorized  to  retain  them,  branded 
"C.  S."  or  "U,  S.,"  or  captured  from  or  abandoned  by  the  enemy, 
will  be  turned  in  at  once  to  the  nearest  post  quartermasters.  But  the 
rights  of  citizens,  as  established  by  Greneral  Orders,  No.  61,  1863,  are 
not  intended  to  be  divested  by  the  operation  of  this  paragraph;  and 
persons  having  property  under  the  conditions  of  that  oi'der,  or  who 
have  property  abandoned  by  the  enemy  of  equivalent  value  to  that 
taken  from  them,  vrill  not  be  molested  vrithout  a  special  order. 

Capt.  R.  V.  Gaines,  assistant  quartermaster,  in  addition  to  his  pres- 
ent diil^,  is  specially  chai^ied  with  looking  up  and  securing  the  above- 
described  property.  He  will  report  through  the  inspector-general  of 
field  transportation  to  the  Quartermaster-General. 

in.  Section  6,  paragraph  I,  General  Orders,  No.  66,  current  series, 
is  thus  amended: 

This  act  is  construed  to  apply  only  to  soldiers  detailed  from  the 
Army  and  to  conscripts  detailed  by  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  for 
service  in  the  several  departments  out  of  the  field.  The  extra  pay  is 
not  intended  for  soldiers  detailed  for  duty  in  the  field. 

IV.  All  men  enlisted  in  the  forces  for  local  defense  will  be  held 
responsible  in  the  money  value  of  arms,  equipments,  &c.,  belong- 
ing to  the  Government  and  lost  by  them.  All  such  men  who  are 
employes  of  the  Government  or  of  contractors  under  the  Government 
will  have  the  value  of  lost  arms,  Ac,  deducted  from  their  salaries  or 
wages — the  amount  to  be  turned  over  by  the  paymaster  to  the  ord- 
nance officer  or  other  officer  of  the  command  who  may  be  accountable 
for  the  property  to  the  Treasury.  These  officers  are  chai^d  with  the 
execution  of  this  order,  will  account  to  the  Treasury  for  the  money 
turned  over  to  them  under  it,  and  will  make  quarterly  reports  of  arms, 
equipments,  i&c,  lost  (giving  names  of  parties  losing  them)  to  the 
chief  of  the  Ordnance  Bureau  at  Richmond. 

V.  Paragraph  I,  General  Orders,  No.  6b,  current  series,  is  thus 
amended : 

All  detailed  men  (including  those  between  eighteen  and  forty-five 
years  of  age)  will  report  to  and  bo  commanded  by  the  general  of 
reserves  in  the  States  in  which  they  have  been  assigned  or  detailed, 
who  will  oi^anize  them  into  companies  and  battalions.  It  is  not 
anticipated  that  they  will  be  called  out  except  in  eraei^encies  occur- 
ring in  or  near  the  counties  of  their  residence;  nor  will  service  be 
exacted  of  them  beyond  those  counties  and  counties  contiguous 
thereto,  except  that  companies  hereafter  formed  may  be  required  to 
perform  service  in  repelling  raids  along  a  line  of  railroad  running 
throngh  their  respective  counties.  All  exempto  are  allowed  and 
invited  to  enroll  themselves  with  such  companies,  so  as  to  be  prepared 
to  aid  in  defending  their  homes  when  menaced  by  the  enemy. 

VI.  Section  6,  paragraph  I,  General  Orders,  No.  44,  current  series, 
is  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

Cavalry  divisions  and  brigades  may  each  have  an  assistant  adju- 
tant and  inspector  general  (not  to  exceed,  for  divisions,  the  grade  of 
major  and  for  brigades  the  grade  of  captain)  in  addition  to  the  num- 
ber allowed  infantry  divisions  and  brigades. 

VII.  The  commutation  allowed  enlisted  men  under  paragraphs  III, 
IV,  and  VI,  Greneral  Orders,  No.  8,  current  series,  is  fixed  at  ttl.dO 
per  diem,  to  take  effect  August  20,  1864. 
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VIII.  Paragraph  IV,  General  Orders,  No.  96,  1863,  is  amended  to 
allow  sick  and  wounded  men  on  furloagh  to  draw  rations  or  commu- 
tation therefor  (at  their  option)  from  the  date  of  their  farloughs. 

IX.  Issnes  of  clothing  to  eoidien  in  general  hospitals  located  at 
posts  where  an  officer  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  is  stationed 
will  be  made  by  the  post  quartermaster  or  a  subordinate  officer  desig- 
nated by  him.  - 

By  Older: 

S.  COOPER, 
A^utant  ami  Inspector  Genera^. 


Sandy  Grove,  near  Bartow,  Ga.,  August  /e,  J864. 
[Hon.*  G.  A.  Trenholm, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury ;] 
Dear  Sir:  I  see  by  the  publication  of  a  recent  letter  from  yon  that 
you  not  only  approve  the  policy  of  having  a  board  of  commissioners 
iu  the  several  Stotes  to  fix  and  publish  a  schedule  of  prices  to  be  paid 
by  Government,  but  that  yon  also  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
lowest  scale  of  prices.  I  regret  this.  I  did  hope  that  a  change  of  the 
head  of  the  Department  would  bring  a  change  of  views  upon  this 
important  subject',  and  that  your  counsels  would  be  in  favor  of  the 
abandonment  of  the  policy.  In  my  poor  judgment  Ck)ngress  commit- 
ted a  great  error  in  adopting  it — an  error  which  has  produced  serious 
injury,  and  is  likely  to  produce  greater  injury  for  the  future.  As 
truth  is  elicited  by  interchange  of  views,  pardon  me  for  obtruding 
upon  you  a  very  brief  statement  of  mine.  The  power  of  impressment 
is  clearly  conferred  upon  Pongress  by  the  Constitution;  but  it  was 
evidently  never  intended  that  it  should  be  exercised  but  from  neces- 
sity. But  the  power  of  impreesment  does  not  carry  with  it  the  power 
to  regulate  prices.  The  Government  may  impress  when  ita  exigency 
demands  it,  but  beyond  that  it  cannot  go.  It  must  give  just  compen- 
sation for  the  property  impressed.  The  impressment  is  confessedly 
an  odious  as  well  as  an  arbitrary  exercise  of  power,  and  in  all  cases 
in  which  it  is  resorted  to,  where  tiie  circumstances  do  not  clearly 
warrant  it,  it  produces  in  the  heart  of  the  citizen  more  or  less  of  bit- 
terness and  discontentment.  If  these  positions  be  true,  then  is  it  not 
unwise  for  the  Government  to  adopt  and  adhere  to  a  policy  which 
renders  impressment  necessary  ?  ^niat  such  has  been  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  the  effect  of  these  schedules  of  prices  cannot  admit  of  a 
doubt.  I  know  that  impressments  had  become  necessary  and  had 
been  resorted  to  before  Congress  adopted  any  law  regulating  the  sub- 
ject. That  necessity  resulted  from  the  greatdepreciationof  the  C(m- 
federate  currency.  As  long  as  that  depreciation  exists  impressment 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent  will  continue  to  be  necessary.  But  the 
duty  it  inculcated  and  still  inculcates  upon  Congress  is  to  adopt  a 
policy  that  will  appreciate  the  currency  and  thus  obviate  the  neces- 
sity of  impressment.  But  Congre^  adopted  precisely  the  opposite 
policy.  They  not  only  adopted  impressment  as  a  permanent  means 
of  raising  supplies  for  the  Army,  but  coupled  with  it  a  mode  of  fixing 
prices  far  below  the  nominal  value  of  the  articles  impressed.  The 
scale  of  prices  is  so  low  that  citizens  will  not  voluntarily  sell  to  the 
Government,  and  therefore  impressment  is  indispensable.  This, 
therefore,  is  the  first  objection  I  have  against  the  existence  of  the 
State  boards.   Low  prices  are  greatly  to  be  desired.  It  is  a  blessing 
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to  Government  and  people;  but  attempts  to  establish  them  bylaw 
always  i»oved  diaastrons  and  always  will. 

The  next  objection  that  occurs  to  my  mind  is  this:  The  maximum 
policy  discourages  production.  Heretofore,  when  our  agricultural 
area  was  very  large,  this  was  a  matter  of  less  importance.  But  now 
that  it  is  so  circumscribed  as  to  require  all  our  skill  and  energy  to 
produce  enough  to  support  the  Army  and  people  it  is  vital.  Every 
man  ought  to  be  governed  by  patriotism,  and  for  the  sake  of  our 
caoso  and  country  be  willing  to  produce  all  that  he  i)ossibly  can,  with 
or  without  price.  Few,  however,  are  animated  by  a  spirit  so  noble 
and  magnanimous.  The  great  mass  desire  to  be  fully  remunerated 
for  their  labor  in  time  of  war  as  well  as  peace.  Indeed,  I  think  the 
greed  for  gain  was  never  so  rampant  as  it  is  now.  It  is  epidemic  and 
chronic,  nearly  all  are  under  its  influence,  and  it  is  scarce^  to  be 
hoped  that  it  can  be  cured  by  appeals  to  {»triotio  sentiment  and  duty, 
or  suppressed  by  legislative  devices.  We  must  take  things  as  they  are 
and  men,  as  they  are,  and  so  shape  legislation  as  to  make  the  unfavor- 
ableness  of  the  former  and  the  selfishness  of  the  latter  subservient  to 
the  great  cause  in  which  we  are  struggling.  Instead  of  being  too 
eager  to  reduce  prices  it  were  better  for  Government  to  stimulate 
production  by  submitting  to  the  prices  which  are  incident  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  currency  and  the  abnormal  condition  of  aU  the  branches 
of  trade  and  industry.  A  currency  approaching  the  value  of  specie 
will  reduce  prices.  Nothing  else  can.  It  is  nothing  but  mere  tink- 
ering, financial  charlatanism,  to  expect  to  appreciate  Treasury  notes 
by  seizing  the  property  of  citizens  and  compelling  them  to  accept  as 
compensation  half  or  less  than  half  that  it  will  command  in  the  markets 
of  the  country.  Looking  to  the  histoiy  of  the  past  three  years,  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  does  not  lie  in  the  mouth  of  the  Government  to 
complain  of  the  ruling  prices  of  eveiything  that  is  for  sale.  It  is  all 
the  legitimate  fruit  of  war,  and  the  great  mistake  of  attempting  to 
carry  it  on  exclusively  upon  credit.  Congress  is  responsible  for  this, 
not  Mr.  Memminger  or  the  Cabinet.  If  a  vigorous  system  of  taxation 
had  been  adopted  at  the  beginning  and  been  kept  up  pari  j>assn 
with  the  progress  of  the  war,  our  iiuancial  condition  had  been 
entirely  different  to-day;  our  currency  would  have  been  better,  our 
public  debt  infinitely  less,  and  prices  correspondingly  lower.  If  these 
things  be  true,  ought  the  Government  to  complain  of  prices?  Espe- 
cially it  ought  not  when  it  is  remembered  that  it  is  clothed  with  the 
taxing  power  to  the  extent  of  controlling  for  the  exigencies  of  the  war 
the  entire  property  of  the  Confederacy.  If  it  must  pay  enormous 
prices,  it  can  also  bring  back  to  the  Treasuiy  by  taxation  sufficient 
to  meet  the  demand. 

The  unequal  oi>eration  of  the  schedule  of  prices  fixed  by  tdie  com- 
missioners ought  to  secure  its  unqualified  condemnation.  In  the 
nature  of  things  impressment  cannot  be  universal,  i.  e.,  every  citizen 
cannot  be  practically  subjected  to  it.  It  is  applied  mainly,  indeed 
almost  exclusively,  to  those  who  reside  or  have  their  plantations  on 
or  near  our  great  lines  of  transportation  or  within  striking  distance 
from  them.  A  large  portion  of  the  impressing  officers  are  too  lazy  to 
extend  their  operations  over  the  country  generally.  The  consequence 
is  that  the  hardships  of  impressiscnt  fait  on  comparatively  few,  while 
justice  requires  that  .all  should  bear  their  proportionate  share  of  the 
burdens  of  the  war."  The  hardship  is  great  and  grievous.  A  has  100 
bushels  of  wheat  oyer  and  above  what  is  necessary  for  his  family  con- 
sumption.  It  ig^or  sale.   It  will  command  $25  X)er  bushel,  but  the 
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Government  impresses  it  at  from  $5  to  $7. 50  per  basbel — ^that  i&  to 
say,  he  is  taxed  or  forced  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  Government 
the  amount  of  the  difference  between  the  schedule  price  and  the  price 
which  he  could  obtain  in  market,  which  in  the  case  supposed  would 
be  from  $1,750  to  12,000  on  this  100  bushels  of  wheat.  If  this  policy 
operated  on  all  in  proportion  to  their  means  there  would  be  no  injustice 
or  inequality,  but  as  it  touches  only  a  few  it  is  monstrpus.  Nothing 
can  be  conceived  which  is  so  calculated  to  produce  dissatisfaction  and 
discourage  production.  It  ought  to  be  at  onoe  abandoned.  Labor 
and  commerce  are  Siamese  twins;  GoTemment  shonld  interfere  with 
them  as  little  as  possible.  If  it  interfere  at  all  it  should  always  be  in 
a  line  parallel  with  the  laws  of  their  normal  action  to  stimnmte  and 
encourage  rather  than  to  regulate  and  control.  And  as  money  is  the 
blood  of  commerce,  and  useful  only  to  equalize  the  differences  of  value 
in  the  exchange  of  the  productions  of  labor,  the  only  legitimate  duty 
and  function  of  Government  is  to  preserve  its  purity  and  health,  so 
that  its  circulation  may  be  uniform  throughout  the  system,  regulated 
in  volume  and  velocity  alone  by  the  laws  of  supply  and  demand. 
Labor  should  be  encouraged  by  paying  market  value  for  its  pro- 
ductions. Commerce  should  be  encouraged  by  knocking  off  fetters, 
rather  than  cramping  it  by  legislative  restrictions.  The  currency  can 
be  preserved  from  dropsy  by  keeping  down  redundancy,  and  in  no 
other  way;  and  whilst  the  Confederate  Government  has  the  entire 
field  of  paper  circulation,  it  can  prevent  redundant^  only  by  making 
taxation  in  some  de^^e  commensurate  with  expenditure;  or  if  this 
cannot  be  done  (and  I  believe  it  cannot  now  be  done),  then  in  relying 
upon  its  credit  for  the  deficit  of  receipts  to  meet  disbur^ments.  That 
credit  should  not  be  in  the  form  of  Treasury  notes,  but  in  bonds 
payable  at  a  period  sufficiently  remote  to  allow  posterity  to  share  part 
of  the  burdens,  as  it  will  reap  all  the  blessings,  of  this  revolution. 

Hence  you  will  perceive  (I  will  say  in  passing)  that  I  do  not  approve 
the  legislation  of  Congress  imposing  heavy  restrictions  upon  our 
foreign  commerce,  impressing  all  the  blockade-running  vessels  and 
compelling  them  to  share  their  cargoes  equally  with  the  Confederate 
States.  It  will  crush  out  in  due  time  that  branch  of  business.  When 
existing  vessels  shall  have  been  destroyed  or  faUen  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy  few  more,  if  any,  will  be  built.  Men  will  not  hazajrd 
such  lai^  amounts  of  private  capital  as  are  required  to  put  steamers 
afloat  if  they  are  not  permitted  by  Gk)vemment  to  reap  all  the  fraita 
of  their  investments.  This,  atleast,  is  my  poor  opinion.  It  were  better 
for  the  Government  to  give  the  utmost  encouragement  to  this  branch 
of  enterprise.  It  might  pass  such  laws  as  would  make  it  the  interest 
of  the  blockaders  to  bring  in  necessaries  to  the  exclusion  of  mere 
luxuries,  and  in  that  way  procure  more  copious  supplies  for  the  Army 
than  will  possibly  result  from  existing  laws  and  regulations. 

Strictly  this  is  a  digression  from  the  main  subject  of  this  communi- 
cation, but  as  it  is  germane  you  will  pardon  ft.  I  also  beg  pardon  for 
troubling  you  with  so  long  a  letter — three  times  as  long  as  I  intended 
when  I  began  to  write.  I  thought  I  was  done,  but  since  writing  the 
above  I  have  seen  the  impressing  officer  of  this  county  (Jefferson).  He 
informs  me  that  he  cannot  get  wheat  at  schedule  price  ($5  per 
bushel).  This  is  not  singular,  when  it  is  remembered  that  Confed- 
erate money  is  worth  only  about  6  cents  on  the  dollar,  making  the 
schedule  price  in  fact  but  25  cents  per  bushel.  How  are  the  farmers 
to  pay  their  taxes?  Why  not  pay  something  like  market  value  for 
supplies?  The  taxing  power  enables  the  CrovemmidDt  to  reimburse 
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itself  amply  and  fully.  Why  persist  in  a  policy  that  produces  such 
deep  and  widespread  dissatisfaction?  Wheat  is  now  selling  in 
Augusta  at  (30  per  bushel.  Why  not  strike  a  fair  medium  and  offer 
at  once  $20  per  bushel?  With  this  the  countiy  will  be  satisfied. 
They  will  not  be  satisfied  with  less.  And  to  add  to  the  discontent 
the  Government  is  not  paying  for  what  it  gets.  It  is  simply  giv- 
ing the  planters  a  receipt  for  the  produce  containing  a  promise  to  pay, 
which  promise  may  be  redeemed  in  a  reasonable  time,  or  in  a  year,  or 
never.  This  is  all  wrong — suicidal  in  policy.  The  Government 
should  pay  cash  for  what  it  impresses  and  pay  fair  prices.  In  a 
revolution  like  this  it  is  immensely  important  to  keep  the  people 
satisfied  and  in  good  hiimor.  They  are  reasonably  patriotic  and 
willing  to  make  sacrifices;  but  their  forbearance  may  be  broken 
down.  As  matters  now  stand,  I  assure  j'ou  and  the  Secretary  of  War 
that  it  will  be  difficult  to  procure  supplies.  The  surplns  of  wheat  is 
small  in  all  this  region  of  country,  lliere  is  no  surplus  of  meat.  At 
the  rates  now  offered  for  wheat  those  who  hare  surplus  will  hurry  it 
off  to  the  markets  in  which  they  can  obtain  from  $25  to  $30  per  bushel. 
They  are  doing  it  rapidly,  and  very  soon  it  will  have  i)assed  from 
their  hands.  The  Secretary  of  War  should  act  promptly  and  author- 
ize his  impressing  agents  to  pay  $20  per  bushel,  which  is  only  $1  per 
bushel  in  real  value.  When  it  is  notorious  that  in  peace  times  wheat 
was  never  worth  less  than  $1.25  to  $2  per  bushel;  and  with  due 
respect  and  in  all  candor  I  will  say  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  see  to  it  that  the  funds  be 
furnished  to  pay  cash  for  supplies.  I  know  what  I  say.  I  am  of  the 
people.  I  know  their  temper,  and  I  assure  you  that  what  I  say  is 
worthy  of  consideration  and  prompt  action.  Pay  no  regard  whatever 
to  schedule  prices.  They  are  simply  ridiculous.  It  is  mere  mockery 
to  offer  $5  per  bushel  for  wheat  and  $4  for  com  which  is  now  selling 
for  $12  to  $15  per  bushel.  I  hope  yon  will  not  be  offended  at  my 
urgency.  I  speak  what  I  believe  to  be  for  the  good  of  the  country. 
We  cannot  pause  now  to  count  dollars  and  cents  too  closely.  The 
Government,  like  the  people,  must  submit  to  the  necessities  of  our 
condition. 

The  Senate  at  the  last  session  passed  a  bill  to  levy  an  additional 
tithe  to  be  taken  at  schedule  prices.  It  was  a  good  measure,  for 
no  matter  what  the  prices  might  have  been,  as  all  came  within  its 
operation,  it  would  have  acted  equally  and  justly.  But  the  House 
refused  to  pass  it.  The  House  committed  a  great  mistake.  It  would 
have  supplied  the  Army  and  abolished  impressment.  The  Senate 
also  passed  a  bill  to  pay  for  supplies  in  specie  certificates  payable 
after  the  war.  The  House  refused  to  agree  to  it  and  thus  committed 
another  mistake.  That  form  of  credit  would  have  been  satisfactory 
to  the  people.  I  voted  for  both  measures  because  I  thought  I  saw 
in  them  that  which  would  efficiently  tend  to  the  improvement  of  our 
currency.  Thus  we  are  left  to  higgle  with  the  people  by  arbitration 
over  prices  for  supplies.  My  dear  sir,  be  bold ;  don't  hesitate  to  take 
the  re^M>nsibility  to  rescue  us  from  disaster  by  all  proper  means. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 


P.  S.— Of  course,  if  you  should  desire,  you  are  at  liberty  to  show 
this  to  the  Secretary  of  War  or  any  other  person  by  whose  perusal  of  . 
it  you  may  think  any  good  might  be  accomplished.    No  man  is  more 
thoroughly  friendly  to  the  Administration  than  I. 


HERSCHEL  V.  JOHNSON. 


H.  V.  J. 
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Richmond,  Va.,  August  J6,  I864. 

Hon.  A.  M.  Clayton, 

Judge  of  tite  District  of  the  State  of  Mississippi: 

Ht  Dear  Sir:  Statements  have  reached  me  from  Mississippi  to 
the  effect  that  the  military  commanders  would  receive  valuable  assist- 
ance in  the  proper  administration  of  that  department  if  a  more 
active  co-operation  were  extended  to  them  by  the  civil  authorities. 
It  is  thought  that  frequent  sessions  of  your  court  would  be  specially 
beneficial  if  held  near  the  lines,  where  trading  with  the  enemy  and 
other  illegal  practices  are  said  to  prevail,  and  where  the  necessary 
witnesses  could  he  readily  assembled.  Canton,  Brandon,  and  Jack- 
son have  been  suggested  as  places  suitable  for  the  purpose.  At  this 
distance  I  camiot  venture  to  do  more  than  in^'ite  your  attention  to 
the  matter,  as  your  friend,  and  to  mention  to  you  that  complaints 
have  been  made.  You  will  of  course  exercise  your  own  discretion  in 
the  premises.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  always,  and  I  sincerely 
trust  that  your  health  and  strength  enable  you  to  bear  the  trials  and 
discomforte  to  which  you  are  necessarily  subjected. 

With  my  kindest  remembrances  to  your  wife  and  daughter, 
I  am,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


C.  S.  QUARTBRHASTBR'S  DEPT.,  RAILROAD  BUREAU, 

Richmond^  August  16^  2864. 

General  Lawton, 

Quartermaster-  General : 

General:  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  retum  you  the  pai>ers 
relative  to  a  reduction  of  employes  on -the  North  Carolina  Railroad 
to  the  number  required  by  law ;  and  in  reply  have  to  say  that  such  a 
stAip,  in  my  opinion,  would  result  in  embarrassment  to  the  transporta- 
'  tion  of  supplies  over  this  road.  The  demands  of  this  road  for  labor 
h^ve  been  always  excessive  and  no  doubt  are  so  in  this  instance,  but 
from  my  information  as  to  the  actual  wants  of  a  railroad  doing  so 
much  work  as  the  North  Carolina  company,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is 
impossible  to  operate  and  keep  it  up  with  the  one  man  per  mile' 
allowed  by  law.  The  worst  feature  in  reducing  the  force  upon  a  rail- 
road is  that  the  deterioration  consequent  upon  such  a  step  is  bo 
gradual  that  it  is  scarcely  perceived  before  the  injury  is  very  serious, 
and  to  restore  a  badly  worn  road  to  good  condition  with  the  present 
difficulties  is  a  most  difficult  matter. 

In  consequence  of  a  reduction  of  force  on  the  North  Carolina  road 
it  became  in  the  fall  of  1862  and  spring  of  1863  nearly  impassable, 
but  the  efforts  of  the  superintendent,  aided  by  all  that  you  could  do 
for  him,  have  resulted  in  making  it  one  of  the  best  toads  in  the  Con- 
federacy. You  surely  cannot  have  forgotten,  general,  the  frequent 
and  anxious  conferences  had  in  regard  to  this  very  road,  and  it  is 
proper  to  say  that  its  present  efficient  condition  is  due  to  the  liberal 
details  secured  through  you  and  rendered  necessary  by  its  then 
deplorable  condition.  It  seems  very  hard  that  when  our  efforts  artf 
meeting  with  success  that  the  poli(^  which  dictated  the  efforts  is  to 
be  tetany  ignored. 

I  can  refer  you  for  a  similar  case  with  similar  results  to  the  South 
Carolina  Railroad.  We  have  fostered  it  and  encouraged  it  until  its 
condition  is  vastly  improved,  but  if  this  law  is  enforoea  depreciatitm 
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cannot  be  avoidefl.  Vou  know  how  intense  was  your  anxiety  in  regai-d 
to  it  and  how  every  means  was  exhausted  to  supply  it  with  men  and 
material.  How  discouraging  it  is  now,  just  as  it  has  gotten  on  rising 
ground,  to  restrict  its  facilities. 

The  condition  of  every  railroad  in  the  Confederacy  is  affected  by 
this  law  and  if  it  is  enforced  many  of  them  will  suffer.  It  is  a  mistake 
to  suppose  that  "other  roads,"  entitled  to  not  half  so  many  exemp- 
tions, in  more  exposed  situations,  and  as  busily  engaged  in  Govern- 
ment transportation,  were  successfully  operated  without  calling  for  , 
"details.^  Their  trains  run,  it  is  true,  but  labor  is  needed  by  all  and 
sooner  or  later  must  be  given.  It  was  a  short^ghted  policy  that  run 
the  road*B  machinery  down,  and  we  were  just  recovering  from  the 
effects  of  it  when  the  present  law  was  passed.  No  lesson  seems  to 
have  been  learned  by  experience.  ^ 

In  the  regulations  carrying  out  the  late  law  the  subject  of  details 
is  left  entirely  with  the  Bureau  of  Conscription.  If  the  execution  of 
the  law  is  paramount  to  every  other  consideration,  then  applications 
are  u.selesa;  but  if  it  is  thought  that  keeping  up  the  railroads  is  a 
matter  of  suflScient  moment  to  allow  all  consistent  advantages  to 
them,  the  application  is  worthy  of  very  grave  attention.  But  before 
any  decision  is  given  the  wants  of  the  road  should  be  specifioally 
stated.    It  is  not  in  the  correspondence. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

F.  W.  SIMS, 
lAeutenahi-Colonelt  &c. 

[Flnt  IndonanwDt.] 

Quarterhaster-Gbnbral's  Office^ 

August  20,  186^. 

The  within  papers  are  respectfully  submitted  to  Honorable  Secre- 
tary of  War,  with  the  earnest  request  that  the  Bureau  of  Conscription 
be  instructed  to  allow  to  this  road  all  the  details  applied  for.  They 
are  believed  to  be  absolutely  essential  to  the  efficiency  of  a  road  upon 
which  we  rely  very  much  for  all  our  supplies. 

A.  R,  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster'  General. 

[Second  IndoneiMtit.] 

August  22, 1864. 

QTT  ASTERHAffTER-GENBRAL : 

It  is  evident,  I  think,  that  the  claim  for  details  on  this  road  are 
exorbitant.  Whether  the  number  should  be  reduced  to  the  number 
allowed  by  law  is  more  doubtful;  there  should  certainly  bo  a  reduc- 
tion, but  there  is  not  evidence  afforded  of  the  extent.  You  had  . 
probably  better  direfet  an  officer  capable  of  judging,  yet  not  committed 
to  consider  primarily  the  railroad  interests,  to  examine  and  report  on 
this  point. 

J.  A.  S. 

[Inolosme.] 

Office  North  Carolina  Railroad  Company, 

Vance,  June  28,  IS64. 

Col.  Peter  Mallbtt, 

Commanding  Conacripia,  Bcdeigh,  N.  C: 
Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  last  week,  covering  a  copy  of 
the  decision  of  Colonel  Preston  in  relation  to  tiie  large  force  we  have 
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on  our  road,  I  have  nothing  further  to  add  to  the  facts  and  sn^^ 
tions  heretofore  made  to  you,  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription,  and  the 
Secretary  of  War.  If  the  Government  can  dispense  with  a  large 
part  of  the  transportation  afforded  by  this  road,  then  we  will  not 
need  so  many  hands;  but  if  it  is  desirable  to  have  it  worked  to  its 
full  capacity,  then  we  can  spare  none  of  them.  The  Government  can 
take  its  choice — either  have  the  men  and  let  the  road  and  Army  suffer, 
or  leave  the  men  alone  and  let  the  road  be  worked  as  advant^eously 
as  possible.  As  soon  as  you  take  the  men  I  must  stop  all  other  trains 
from  running  on  this  road.  There  are  now  six  foreign  trains  at  work 
here.  We  can  barely  keep  enough  wood  on  the  road  from  day  to  day. 
We  cannot  do  with  less  men  than  we  now  have.  Take  those  we  have 
and  I  know  not  where  to  supply  their  plaoes,  even  so  far  as  labor  is 
concerned.  Those  who  get  wood  off  their  own  land  are  doubly  val- 
uable to  us,  for  they  furnish  not  only  wood,  which  otherwise  we  can- 
not obtain,  but  the  labor  also. 

Will  you  please  refer  this  letter  to  the  chief  of  the  Bureau,  that  he 
may  confer  with  the  Quartermaster-General. 
Very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  WEBB, 

I^estdetit. 

[Ffnt  IndorMmrat.] 

Conscript  Office, 
Raleigh,  N.  C,  June  29,  1864. 
RespectfliUy  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  ConsOTiption  for  instruc- 
tions. 

PETER  MALLETT, 

Cornel,  Commandant  ConscripUf  North  CarcUna. 

BUBBA0  OF  Conscription, 

Richjnond,  August  5,  J864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

This  communication  is  in  reply  to  an  indorsement  on  the  report  of 
an  inspection  of  this  road,  which  develo{)ed  the  fact  that  the  number 
of  employes  liable  to  conscription  was  largely  in  excess  of  the  num- 
ber of  exemptions  authorized  by  law.  It  is  considered  that  tlie  num- 
ber of  exempts  allowed  was  sufficiently  large  to  Include  all  whose 
services  were  indispensable  because  of  mechanical  or  scientific  skill, 
business  experience,  capacity,  &c.,  and  that  what  other  labor  was 
required  it  ^onld  be  procured  from  other  sources,  and  the  command- 
ant of  conscripts  was  directed  so  to  inform  the  officers  of  this  road, 
,that  efforts  should  at  once  be  made  to  make  the  changes  indicated. 
It  was  observed  that  other  roads  entitled  to  not  half  so  many  exemp- 
tions, in  more  exposed  situations,  and  as  busily  engaged  in  Gk>vemment 
transportation,  were  succe^fuUy  operated  without  calling  for  details, 
and  no  reason  was  perceived  why  an  exception  in  favor  of  this  one 
should  be  made,  traversing,  as  it  does,  a  fertUe  and  large  slave-holding 
region.  It  was  not  proposed  to  insist  on  a  violent  change,  but  that 
the  reduction  should  be  as  gradual  as  circumstances  permitted,  while 
assurances  were  given  that  diligent  and  bona  fide  efforts  were  being 
made  to  effect  other  arrangements.  The  statements  in  this  com- 
munication render  arbitrary  action  necessary,  but  before  adopting 
such  a  course  the  action  proposed  is  submitted  for  approval.  It  is 
proposed  to  make  a  reduotitm  of  one-fourth  at  the  end  of  tliirty  days 


Digitized  by 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHOEITIES. 


601 


and  of  one-eighth  at  the  end  of  every  succeeding  fifteen  days  until 
the  number  of  employ^  is  confined  within  the  limits  reo<^ized  by 
law, 

T.  P.  AUGUST, 
CcAonel  and  Acting  Superintendeni. 


[August  16, 1864. — For  Watts  to  Maury,  in  regard  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  militia  of  Alabama  for  defense  of  the  State,  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  11,  p.  780.] 


Richmond,  Va.,  August  18,  I864. 

General  B.  Braqq: 

Sir:  You  will  require  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  to 
furnish  you  a  list  of  all  officers  employed  on  conscript  duty,  the  post 
of  duty,  order  of  assignment,  and  by  what  commission  they  are  serv- 
ing. You  will  also  require  to  be  submitted  to  you  such  report  as  has 
been  received  of  inspections  made,  and  of  the  enrollment  and  distri- 
bution of  recrnits  within  the  last  six  months.  While  these  returns 
are  in  course  of  preparation  they  will,  as  completed,  be  submitted  for 
examination  4ind  such  action  as  may  be  found  needful. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  Ac. , 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


[August  19, 1864. — For  orders  of  the  Governor  of  Geoi^ia  placing 
the  militia  division  under  command  of  Qeneral' Hood,  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  LII,PartII,  p.  724.] 


Confederate  States  of  Ahbrica,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Ka.,  August  20,  I864. 

Maj.  Gen.  Sam.  J0NK8, 

Commanding^  Charleston,  8.  C: 
General:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  instant  addressed  to  the  Commis- 
sary-General has  been  referred  to  me.  The  mode  of  utilizing  the 
surplus  products  of  detailed  or  exempt  farmers  suggested  by  you, 
viz,  by  authorizing  them  to  be  sold  to  county  boards  of  relief  or  other 
as-sociations  for  the  supply  of  indigent  soldiers'  families,  has  been 
in  various  instances  sanctioned  by  the  Department.  Care,  however, 
should  be  taken  that  the  purchases  from  exempted  and  detailed 
farmers  are  either  for  the  Government  01  the  families  of  soldiers. 
The  boards  of  relief  have  frequently  wider  duties  than  the  relief  of 
soldiers*  families,  and  I  have  no  authority  to  allow  purchases  except 
for  the  class  specified  in  the  law. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Spotswood  Hotel, 
Richmond,  August  SO,  I864. 

His  Excellency  President  Datis: 

Sir:  There  is  a  law,  approved  October  12, 1862,  giving  to  the  Presi- 
dentanthority  to  commission  officers  temporarily  for  recruiting  service. 
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I  believe  that  in  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  Kentucky,  if  you 
would  commission  me  as  colonel  of  cavalry  and  allow  me  to  select, 
say,  ten  men,  all  Kentuckians,  to  operate  with  me,  I  could  be  the 
means  of  doing  much  good  for  our  cause  in  Kentucky,  and  in  a  few 
months  would  raise  certainly  a  regiment,  and  perhaps  more  men,  for 
the  service.  I  would  select  substantial,  active  men  from  difterent 
portions  of  the  State — men  who  have  some  personal  influence  in  their 
immediate  neighborhoods — send  them  into  the  State,  partly  to  recruit 
and  partly  to  communicate  with  the  discontents,  and  for  tJbem  to  this 
Government.  I  will  myself  go  into  the  State  and  attempt  the  forma- 
tion of  a  secret  Southern  society,  the  object  of  which  shall  be  to 
throw  all  ol^tacles  possible  in  the  way  of  the  Lincoln  Administration 
in  the  State,  to  aid  those  who  desire  to  come  out,  and  if  the  occ^ion 
should  offer  to  take  up  arms  simultaneously  all  over  the  State  for  our 
cause.  I  believe,  sir,  that  I  could  do  much  good  in  this  way.  I  am 
satisfied  that  by  the  day  of  the  Presidential  election  I  would  enlist  a 
sufficient  number  of  men  and,  holding  them  in  the  mountains  of  the 
State,  could  control  that  end  of  the  State  to  such  an  extent  as  at  least 
to  allow  the  people  to  have  a  fair  vote.  I  ask  for  the  commission,  sir, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  I  am  not  able  to  go  on  such  an  enterprise 
without  some  means  of  supx>ort  for  my  family;  otherwise  I  would 
desire  only  the  authority  to  go  into  the  State  to  recruit.  •  I  will  assure 
you,  sir,  that  as  soon  as  I  am  satisfied  that  I  cannot  succeed  in  my 
endeavors  I  will  return  the  commission.  I  think  three,  or  at  the  most 
four,  months  will  certainly  determine  the  matter.  early  answer 
is  respectfully  requested. 
Respectfully, 

ROBT.  J.  BRECKINRIDGE. 

[IndonnuMit.] 

Secretary  of  War: 

Tliia  application  is  free  from  one  objection,  that  of  conflict  with 
enrollment,  but  whether  the  others  are  such  as  to  prevent  compliance 
is  submitted  for  yonr  advice. 

J.  D. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond^  Va.^  Augiist  21,  1864. 

Governor  Charles  Clark, 

Macon,  Miss.: 

Colonel  Goi^ras,  of  Ordnance  Bureau,  has  sent  on  arms  which  he 
thinks  will  reach  you  in  time  without  stopping  those  on  the  way.* 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Seer^ry  of  War. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  August  82, 

Hon.  G.  A.  Trenholm, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Richmond,  Va.: 
Sir:  On  the  6th  of  August  I  received  a  request  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  at  your  suggestion  to  meet  the  commissioners  from  the  other 
States  in  Richmond  on  the  10th  instant  fol:  conference.  In  conse- 
quence of  interruption  of  the  mails  I  very  much  regret  that  the  com- 
munication was  received  too  late  for  me  to  comply,  as  I  am  sure  that 

*  This  in  reply  to  Clark  of  August  18.  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  IX,  p.  781. 
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benefit  must  result  from  sach  conference.  Allow  me  to  assure  yon  of 
the  heart.y  co-operation  of  the  commissioners  of  this  State  in  caiTying 
out  the  Bus^;estion8  of  that  conference,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  con- 
tribnte  by  our  action  in  snstainine  the  credit  of  the  Confederate 
currency.  I  tAke  tbe'.liberty  of  inclosing  herewith  the  outline  of  a 
new  mode  of  impressment,  which  should  be  properly  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  was  intended  to  be  signefl  by  the  commis- 
sioners from  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  but  the  mails  ai-e 
so  uncertain  I  prefer  submitting  it  to  you  for  your  consideration,  and 
if  you  think  well  of  the  plan  soliciting  your  influence  in  having  it  car- 
ried out.  I  am  aware  that  the  plan  needs  perfecting,  but  believe 
that  if  perfected  and  adopted  it  will  result  very  beneficially  in  sus- 
taining our  currency  by  reducing  prices  of  the  leading  articles  of 
consumption.  It  may  be  urged  that  there  is  no  aulhorit,y  for  such 
action  under  the  impressment  law.  Still,  I  would  urge  it  as  a  war 
measure,  and  I  believe  that  it  will  meet  the  approval  of  nine-tenths 
of  the  people. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  FARISS, 
Commissioner  for  Alabama. 

llDdorMmeDt) 

Office  Cohhissary-Gbneral  of  Subsistence, 

September  16,  IS64. 
When  the  Secretary  of  War  is  invested  with  despotic  power  he  may 
issue  the  appropriate  orders  to  effect  this  plan.    AVhen  he  can  punish 
inflexibly  and  vindictively  every  violation  of  the  rules  promulgated 
he  may  hope  to  have  them  observed. 
Respectfully, 

L.  B.  NORTHROP. 

[InclMura.] 

Honorable  Secretary  of  War: 

The  undersigned,  commissioners  under  the  impr^ment  act  for  the 
States  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Georgia,  having  in  view  the  best 
interests  of  the  .Government  and  speaking  from  daily  observation, 
mrat  respectfully  recommend :  That  it  is  to  the  interest  of  tlie  Govern- 
ment that  orders  be  issued  to  the  Commissary  and  Quartermaster's 
Departments  to  at  once  notify  producers  in  each  of  the  Confederate 
States  that  the  whole  of  the  surplus  production  of  wheat,  corn,  oats, 
rye,  fodder,  bacon,  beef,  lard,  &c.,  must  be  held  subject  to  the  order 
of  the  Confederate  Government,  to  be  paid  for  at  commissionera' 
schedule  rates,  and  to  be  delivered  at  the  usual  places  of  shipment 
only  when  called  for  by  the  agents  of  the  Government.  We  most 
respectfully  submit  briefly  the  following  reasons  for  this  policy: 

First.  The  Government,  by  becoming  the  purchaser  of  the  whole 
surplus,  at  once  removes  all  competition  from  either  speculators  or 
non-producers. 

Second.  That  the  private  bams,  cribs,  and  store-houses  are  the 
safest  placra  for  the  Government  to  store  such  supplies,  and  the 
owners  of  the  said  supplies  the  best  agents.  As  the  Government  will 
only  pay  for  the  amount  delivered,  it  is  safe  to  presume  that  producers 
will  protect  their  [own  interests]. 

Third.  That  but  for  speculators  and  non-producers  offering  higher 
prices  than  schedule  rates  published  by  the  commissioners,  producers 
would  be  entirely  satisfied  with  these  rates,  said  we  believe  prices 
could  be  in  a  few  mont^  materially  reduced. 
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Fourth.  There  are  a  large  number  of  distillers  in  each  of  the  States 
manufacturing  under  contracts,  either  State  or  Confederate.  To  fill 
these  contracts  they  are  offering  most  exorbitant  prices  for  grain, 
thereby  causing  dissatisfaction  with  schedule  rates,  and  at  the  same 
time  depreciating  our  cuiTency.  We  further  respectfully  suggest  that 
the  whole  matter  of  impressment  and  purchase  of  supplies  should  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the  tax  in  kind,  and  that  they  be  instructed 
to  supply  non-producers  at  cost  certain  amounts^  according  to  the 
number  they  may  have  in  the  family,  which  shall  be  ascertained  by, 
affidavit  of  the  applicant;  and  aJso  that  they  be  instmcted  to  furnish 
retail  grocers  in  towns  and  cities,  on  their  oath  to  the  effect  that  the 
supplies  are  for  the  purpose  of  retailing,  and  binding  themselves  not 
to  charge  exceeding  — — ■  per  cent,  above  cost.  Also,  that  distillers 
under  contract  to  the  Confederate  States  be  allowed  to  draw  their 
supplies  of  grain  from  the  same  source. 

The  above  views  are  most  respectfully  presented  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  War  Department,  believing,  as  we  do,  that  if  perfected 
and  carried  into  operation  the  plan  will  result  in  great  benefit  to  the 
Government  and  people. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servants, 

R,  C.  FARISS, 
CommiaaioneT  for  Alabama. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  A-ugust  jSS,  2864. 

Maj.  C.  KoYLE, 

Provost-Marshalj  OordonaviUcj  Fa.; 
Sir:  Mr.  J.  M.  F.  Fant,  of  Cnlpeper,  reports  that  yon  have  caused 
to  be  detained  at  Gordonsville  some  twenty  boxes  of  tobacco  and 

i-equire  my  permit  before  allowing  it  to  be  carried  to  Culpeper  County. 
You  are  requested  to  state  on  what  special  authority  the  transporta- 
tion of  goods  to  Culpeper  and  Fauquier  Counties,  while  not  within 
the  lines  of  the  enemy,  nor  in  any  part  occupied  by  them,  is  prohib- 
ited. I  do  not  see  that  the  Department  or  any  of  its  officers  has  the 
right  to  stop  the  passage  of  articles  of  merchandise  from  one  county 
of  the  State  to  another. 
Respectfully, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Depabtmbmt, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  August  SS,  I864. 

General  W.  11.  C.  Whitino, 

WUmingtony  N.  C: 
All  foreigners,  not  as  residents  subject  to  military  duty,  are  entitled 
to  leave  the  Confederacy  from  any  of  its  ports  to  neutral  countries. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[August  23,  1864. — ^For  Lee  to  Seddon,  in  regard  to  recruiting  for 
the  Army,  and  Seddon*s  reply  (August  26),  see  Series  I,  Vol.  ^JI, 
Partn,  pp.  1199,  1203.] 
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[August  25,  1864. — For  Baker  to  Vance,  recommending  a  call  of 
the  whole  military  force  of  North  Carolina  to  be  assembled  at  Golds- 
borough,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLII,  Part  II,  p.  -1203.] 


Gekeral  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  Generai^'s  Office, 

No.  68.         f  Eichnumd,  Fa.,  August  86,  186^, 

I.  The  act  of  Congress  "to  provide  for  the  establishment  and  pay- 
ment of  claims  for  a  certain  description  of  property  taken  or  inform- 
ally impressed,"  approved  ' June  14,  1864,  and  published  in  General 
Orders,  No.  54,  current  series,  does  not  prescribe  any  rule  of  decision 
to  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Government,  but  was  designed  to 
secure  for  the  claimant  an  early  method  of  obtaining  proof  for  his 
claim.  The  Department,  therefore,  recommends  to  the  commissioners 
appointed  under  the  aforesaid  act  to  receive  the  proof  of  the  claims 
that  may  be  made  for  the  property  designated  in  the  act  and  embraced 
in  its  objects,  with  which  any  claimant  may  be  prepared,  although 
the  same  may  not  be,  in  their  opinion,  sufficient  to  support  a  claim 
against  the  Confederate  States,  nor  conform  to  the  directions  in  Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  54.  But  all  claims  that  are  not  supported  by  testi- 
mony as  prescribed  in  the  general  orders  just  ctted  shoold  be 
reported  separately  from  the  others  and  as  being  taken  under  this 
Older. 

II.  Requisitions  may  be  made  by  any  commissioner  appointed  under 
said  act  upon  a  quartermaster  of  a  post  in  his  district  for  a  reasonable 
supply  of  stationery  to  enable  him  to  perform  his  duties,  and  also  for 
the  payment  of  six  advertisements  in  two  newspapers,  to  Ix)  published 
in  the  district,  of  the  time  and  places  at  which  he  may  hold  his  ses- 
sions.   No  allowances  will  be  made  for  clerk  hire  or  counsel  fees. 

III.  The  allowances  to  the  commissioners  will  be  paid  at  the  Treas- 
ury, after  being  audited  by  the  Second  Auditor,  from  the  fund  for 
"contingent  expenses  of  the  Army,"  and  claims  for  services  under 
the  act  by  a  commissioner  will  be  sent  to  the  Second  Auditor  properly 
authenticated  for  allowances. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 

Afijuiant  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquarters, 
GordonffviUe,  Fa.,  August  m,  1864. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond^  Va.: 

SiB:  Yours  of  the  22d  was  received  on  yesterday,  and  in  reply  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  acted  in  compliance  with  the 
orders  inclosed  from  headquarters  Array  of  Northern  Virginia;  also 
your  attention  is  called  to  copy  of  letter  from  Maj.  B.  P.  Noland, 
chief  commissary  for  Virginia,  dated  17th  of  this  month. 

I  have  written  and  called  on  Major  Noland  for  your  instructions  in 
this  matter.  The  order  cannot  be  executed  without  giving  dissatis- 
faction, as  this  is  a  frontier  post  since  the  army  has  been  around 
Richmond.   Large  quantities  of  cotton,  tobacco,  &c.,  are  carried  to 
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the  frontier  for  the  purpose  of  being  transported,  when  opportunity 
will  permit,  to  the  enemy's  country. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CORNELIUS  BOYLE, 
M<^.  and  Prov.  Mar.,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia^  Comdg.  Po^ 

[Inclouu*  Ho.  1.] 

conpedkratk  states  of  america, 
Subsistence  Dept.,  Office  Chief  Cohmissaby 

OF  Subsistence  for  Virginia, 

JtichTnond,  August  17,  1864. 

Maj.  C.  Boyle, 

Chief  Provost-Marshal,  <fec.,  OordonsviUe,  Va.: 

Major:  I  inclose  you  herewith  permit  for  Mr.  Miller,  the  agent  of 
Rappahannock  County,  for  cottons  for  the  people  of  that  county  fur- 
nished under  the  laws  of  Virginia.  The  Secretary  of  War  will  ^rant 
similar  permits  in  all  such  cases,  bnt  requites  the  parties  to  obtain 
them.  With  all  our  care  large  quantities  of  cotton  and  tobacco  are 
passed  through  the  lines  illegally. 

I  am  glad  to  find  you  are  rigidly  enforcing  the  law  and  regulations. 
*•***«  • 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  P.  NOLAND, 
Major  and  Chief  Commissary  of 'Subsistence  for  Virginia. 

{IiMlosara  No.  S.] 

Headquarters  Aruy  of  Northern  Virginia, 

AprU  4,  1S64. 

Maj.  C.  Boyle, 

Provost-Marshal  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  and 

Commandant  Post,  GhrdonsviUe: 

Major:  The  general  commanding  direots  me  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  inclosed  general  orders*  and  to  explain  to  you  that  he  desires 

it  to  be  enforced  without  giving  undue  publicity  to  the  order  itself  or 
the  traflRc  referred  to-in  it.  To  this  end  you  will  give  general  direc- 
tions that  any  of  the  prohibited  articles  passing  through  your  com- 
mand en  route  or  apparently  so  beyond  our  lines  to  any  point  be 
stopped  and  the  fact  reported  to  you.  You  will  then  see  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  order  without  making  its  existence  known  generally. 
It  is  desirable  that  the  enemy  should  not  be  informed  that  the  Grov- 
erumeut  authorizes  such  a  trade,  as  it  would  no  doubt  prevent  it.  If 
the  carriers  appear  only  as  peraons  engaged  in  private  ventares,  there 
will  be  less  difKculty. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

CHARLES  MARSHALL, 

Aide-de-camp. 


General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No,  69.         i  Bichmtmd,  Va.,  August  27,  1864. 

I.  The  Bureau  of  Conscription  will  cause  to  be  delivered  from  the 
proper  officers  of  the  Bureau  to  the  chief  commissary  in  every  State 
a  report  containing  the  names  of  all  the  persons  in  the  State,  with 

•  9ee  No.  33,  March  39,  1864,  Series  I,  Vol.  LI,  Parfc  U,  p.  842. 
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the  places  of  their  residence,  who  have  obtained  exemptions  or 
details  as  agricultnrists,  owners,  overseers,  managers,  farmers,  plant- 
ers, or  otherwise,  as  producers  of  grain  or  provisions,  under  the 
fourth  paragraph  of  the  tenth  section  of  the  military  act  of  the  17th 
ai  February,  1864,  published  in  General  Orders,  No.  26,  current 
series,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the 
sureties  to  the  same,  and  with  all  other  pertinent  facts  relating  to 
tlie  said  exemption  or  detail.  The  officers  of  the  Subsistence  Depart- 
ment, under  the  direction  of  the  Commissary-General  and  chief 
commissary  of  each  State,  are  charged  with  the  collection  of  the 
meat  which  any  exempt  or  detailed  men  may  have  contracted  to 
pay,  and  to  give  an  acquittance  therefor;  also  to  make  whatever 
commat-ations  or  reductions  that  may  be  authorized  by  the  act  when- 
ever the  conditions  are  established  that  justify  the  same,  and  to 
make  all  the  purchases  of  the  marketable  surplus  at  the  prices  speci-  » 
fied  in  the  act,  which  the  same  authorizes  to  be  made  on  behalf  of 
the  Government,  the  said  Subsistence  Department  being  hereby 
clothed  with  auljiority  to  represent  the  Government  in  the  ei^orce- 
ment  of  its  claims  under  the  contracts  and  obligations  that  the  act 
imposes  upon  the  exempts  and  detailed  men  described  therein. 

II.  In  order  that  the  regulation  on  the  subject  of  the  sale  of  the 
marketable  surplus  of  the  provisions  and  grain  to  the  Government 
and  the  families  of  soldiers  in  the  said  act  may  have  execution,  the 
commissaries  in  the  different  States  may  be  instructed  to  limit  their 
purchases  of  grain  and  provisions  of  the  marketable  surplus  in  any 
district  to  some  definite  proportion,  not  to  exceed  one-half,  and  to 
leave  the  remainder  for  the  persons  who  purchase  on  behalf  of  the 
families  of  soldiers. 

in.  All  f^nts  appointed  by  the  j>ublic  authorities  of  any  State, 
county,  or  town  to  supply  food  for  the  families  of  soldiers  are  author- 
ized to  purchase  the  portion  unappropriated  by  the  Government  for 
the  object  of  their  trust.  The  commanders  of  conscripts  or  the  chief 
commissary  of  each  State  or  district  may  authenticate  the  authority 
of  such  agents,  and  persons  selling  to  agents  thus  authenticated  shall 
be  fully  warranted  to  do  so. 

IV.  The  families  of  soldiers  as  described  in  the  said  act  are  the 
families  composed  of  the  wife  or  wife  and  children  of  any  x>erson  who 
belongs  to  the  Army;  the  widow  or  widow  and  children  of  any  person 
who  died  while  in  the  service;  the  mother  and  sisters  of  any  soldier 
or  soldiers  in  the  Army  and  who  resided  with  them  as  members  in  the 
same  family  or  were  dependent  upon  their  labor  or  support;  the 
parents  or  sisters  of  any  person  belonging  to  the  Army  who  resided 
in  the  same  famify  with  them  and  who  derived  from  them  support. 

V.  Officers  are  authorized  to  purchase  necessary  subsistence  for 
their  families  under  this  act. 

YI.  Every  exempt  and  detailed  man  under  this  act  shall  render  to 
the  enrolling  officer  in  his  district  a  detailed  statement  of  the  market- 
able surplus  produced  and  sold  by  him,  with  testimony  that  the  sales 
were  to  the  Government  or  to  soldiers'  families,  which  statement  shall 
be  sent  to  the  commander  of  conscripts  for  the  State,  and  t^ereufion 
satisfaction  upon  his  bond  shall  be  entered. 

VII*-  The  act  of  Congress  aforesaid  provides  that  exemptions  in 
favor  of  the  classes  aforesaid  shall  cease  whenever  the  farmer,  planter, 
or  overeeer  shall  fail  diligently  to  employ  in  good  faith  his  own  skill, 
capital,  and  labor  exclusively  in  the  production  of  grain  and  pro- 
visions, to  be  sold  to  the  Government  and  tiie  families  of  soldiers  at 


608 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


prices  not  exceeding  those  fixed  at  the  time  for  like  articles  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  State  under  the  impressment  act.  It  has  been 
represented  to  the  Department  that  there  are  instances  of  persons 
exempt  or  detailed  under  this  act  who  pay  but  little  respect  to  tJie 
obligations  they  have  contracted;  that  they  have  become  speculators 
in  food  and  provisions;  that  they  are  negligent  and  careless  as  to  the 
extent  of  their  productions,  and  openly  affirm  that  tiiey  do  not  mean 
to  have  any  surplus.  The  Department  is  required  in  all  such  or  sim- 
ilar cases  to  revoke  the  detail,  and  the  performance  of  this  duty  is 
devolved  upon  the  Bureau  of  Conscription,  upon  proper  testimony 
being  afforded  to  them  or  to  their  officers  to  be  designated  by  them 
to  perform  this  duty. 
By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
At^tUant  and  Inspector  General. 


Special  Orders,  )         Adjt.  and  Insp.  Qbneral*s  Office, 

No.  203.        }  Richmond,  August  27,  1864. 

•  *«*««* 

XXXIV.  In  view  of  the  importance  of  harmony  of  action  and  uni- 
formity with  reference  to  prices  in  States  contiguous  and  similarly 
situated,  the  commissioners  to  fix  prices  in  the  States  of  Sotith 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Tennessee  arc 
instructed  to  convene  for  conference  and  mutual  concert  of  action,  as 
far  as  may  by  them  be  deemed  practicable  and  expedient,  on  the  20th 
of  September  next  at  Montgomery,  Ala.  On  the  30th  of  the  same 
month  the  commissioners  for  Virginia  and  Korth  Carolina  will  con- 
vene for  Uke  purposes  at  Raleigh,  N.  V.  Attention  to  this  order  is 
particularly  requested  and  prompt  compliance  enjoined. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraL 


General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  70.         (  Richmond,  August  2864. 

I.  In  consequence  of  the  addition  of  fifty  artillery  officers  for  ord- 
nance duty  by  act  of  Congress,  approved  June  10,  1864,  the  distribu- 
tion of  grades  announced  in  General  Orders,  No.  110,  1863,  is  changed 
to  the  following:  Five  lieutenant-colonels,  ten  majors,  eighty-five 
captains,  sixty  first  lieutenants,  and  forty  second  lieutenants. 

II.  These  officers,  together  with  such  officers  of  the  regular  Confed- 
erate Army  and  field  officers  of  the  provisional  turtillery  as  are  placed 
on  ordnance  duty  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  will  alone,  hereafter,  con- 
stitute the  corps  of  officers  for  ordnance  duty.  All  other  officers  on 
ordnance  duty  are  only  incidentally  ordnance  officers,  and  are  liable 
to  be  replaced  by  the  class  of  officers  above  enumerated. 

III.  All  officers  on  ordnance  duty  will,  without  delay,  report  by  let- 
ter to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  at  Richmond,  stating,  first,  their  rank; 
second,  date  of  commission;  third,  arm  of  service;  fourth,  the  State 
to  which  they  belong;  fifth,  date  of  assignment  to  ordnance  duty; 
sixth,  the  authority  by  which  assigned,  furnishing  date,  and,  if  possi- 
ble, copy  of  order  of  assignment.   Officera  of  thQ  B^ular  Army  will 
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report  both  their  regtilar  and  provisional  oommiBsions  or  oommissions 
conferring  temporary  rank. 

rv.  Appointments  in  the  corps  of  artillery  officera  for  ordnance 
duty  established  by  acts  of  Congress  approved  April  21,  1862,  Sep- 
tember 16,  1862,  and  Jane  10,  1864,  will  he  made  to  the  grade  of  sec- 
ond lieutenants  after  the  usual  examinations.  Candidates  examined 
prior  to  the  passage  of  act  approved  June  10,  1864,  may,  however,  on 
recommendation,  be  appointed  to  grades  for  which  they  were  recom- 
mended and  in  which  they  have  been  serving  under  General  Orders, 
No.  12,  1863. 

V.  The  Government  foundry,  blacksmith  shops,  and  laboratory  of 
the  Ordnance  Department  at  S^isbury,  N.  C,  will  hereafter  be  known 
aa  the  "SaUsbury  Arsenal." 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
A^utant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


CONITBDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

War  Department,  Bureau  of  CoNscRipnoif, 

Bichmondy  Fa.,  Attgust  29,  I864. 

Qeneral  Braxton  Bragg, 

ComTnandmg : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  list  of  the  of&oers 
employed  on  dnty  in  this  office,  as  requested. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  LAY, 
lAeutenant-Cdond  and  Acting  SuperirUendeTU. 

[Tlrat  Indonwmant.] 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States, 

September  5,  I864. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  His  Excellency  the  President. 

There  appear  to  be  several  points  in  this  report  inviting  attention. 

First.  An  able-bodied  colonel  has  for  two  years  done  office  duty, 
whilst  his  regiment  has  been  on  hard  field  service  in  the  Army  of 
Virginia.  The  duty  could  be  as  well  performed  by  a  disabled  officer, 
of  whom  we  have  so  many.  In  that  event  this  colonel  might  see  a 
little  field  service  yet  before  the  war  is  over  and  learn  something  of 
the  rules  of  discipline  and  respect  for  his  superiors,  of  which  he 
appears  to  be  much  in  need  from  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  recently 
addressed  to  Uiis  office.* 

Second.  The  officer  charged  with  the  duty  of  general  Im^teotion 
does  not  seem  to  devote  much  time  to  it.  He  has  been  in  this  cil^ 
since  March,  except  when  absent  as  a  volunteer  on  Greneral  Beau- 
regard's staff  for  a  short  time.  I  have  called  for  the  reports  of  his 
inspections,  but  received  none. 

Third.  The  duties  assigned  Lieutenant  Goldthwaite  seem  to  be  too 
important  to  be  intrusted  to  so  young  a  man  without  experience,  and 
could  better  be  performed  by  some  older  and  good  soldier  disabled  by 
woimds.  

*  See  August  S,  p.  M8. 
39  R  R— SERIES  IV,  VOL  m 
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The  whole  organization  appears  to  be  defective  and  inefficient,  aad 
to  a  great  extent  explains  the  invariable  reports  of  inspectors,  tliat 
the  duty  of  patting  men  in  the  Army  is  .retailed  by  the  want  of 
prompt  action  on  applications  and  appefda. .  It  will  be  seen  from-tbe 
papers  forwarded  that  there  have  been  three  acting  snperintendeiUfi 
of  this  Bureau  within  a  few  ds^  past. 

BRAXTON  BEAGG* 

tSvoMtf  MeriuMBt.] 

SBPnoOBBft  6, 1864. 
Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  attention,  Ac'. 
The  remarks  of  General  Bragg  point  out  objections  which  seem  to 

require  action. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

[Third  IndorMiMot.] 

September  7,  1864. 

Referred  to  General  Preeton,  whose  aCtenlion  is  asked  to  the  stric- 
tures of  General  Bragg  and  the  President's  indorsement,  and  who  is 
requested  to  report  on  the  points  suggested. 

JAMBS  A.  SBDDOK, 

Secretary. 

[iKcloanre  No.  1.] 

Liat  of  offioers  on  ■dutjf  in  ihe  Bureau  of  ConMripHm  August^  t»,  1364- 


S«M  Mid  nnk. 

BailaMBit  or  owp*. 

Whan ' 
Mrignad. 

Br  what  aatborl^. 

1 

2 

a 

4 

6 
8 

7 
8 

J,  8.  Pntton,  brlgadler-gcunl... 

The  CMdtt>w«ita,  fintllaaton- 
J.  A.  I^Bhan,  flnt  Usatonut  {•>. 

luik(d). 

Pni|ilMial  Army, 

Uth  Vdrginla  tk- 

tmtry. 

AaatoUnjt  adjq- 
tMit-genenl. 

AMlttwtt  fcAJn- 

— do  ......p... — 

JiflySOiUU 

Jan.  8,  IMS 

Hv  10,1SU 
TSat.  11,  tm 
Apr.  1,1808 

Jolj'll.  19V 

S|>mM  Qrdm,  Ko.  IM, 

pmgtaptt  Try.  Adio- 

unt  M>d  Inapector 

Genarsl's  OfBoe. 
Spwfljd  Otdw&  Mo.-  lU 

MTagnph  I.  Borwi  «i 

ConMripUen. 
SpsaU  <frdew.  V«.  1. 

pantRftph  XXH,  Ad- 

Jubut  «aA  £iW|M«tK' 

Qmvt*i.'BOtatA. 
Special  Orders,  So.  SK, 

pmsAphll;  BfarMa 

of  Conacrlptioa. 
ijpealaL  Orden,  Vo.  Ml 

Mragnph  V«z«Ml« 

Conseilptitm, 
SpMUl  OMtiars.  Uto.  n, 

ConaoripUoB. 
Bpecdal  (Mem,  Stf.  U, 

TOWgraph  — ,  Sanaa 

orConatniptimi. 
Special  Ordaia.  M«. 

Jnlv  27.  Bnr«aoof  Con- 

aBeoorted  to  thla  Butwd,  In  oonCbrallir  with  par^nph  T,  Genccal Ocd«ra.  XTo.  0d,  AdJiUuk  and 
Inspeotor  General's  Office,  1862. 

b  Ordered  to  report  to  thin  Bareaa  \rj  Qaart«nnaster-0«neral  Ha^  in,  16M.  Ed  oBMge  of  ^Mtffrtr- 
tiim  of  f^da  appnufatod  by  Couieaa  for  the  ooDwript  aervioe. 

«  Ordered  to  rraori  on  hia  eominMalon. 

d  Iruuftaned  mm  oonaoript  oflloe  at  OidnmbU  by  wdw  of  anperinteadant  of  BnTaan  (rf-OtWari^ptft- 
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[fiMdMue  Ho.  %} 

Statement  of  the  particular  duties  performed  hy  the  officers  of  the 
Bureau  of  Conscription,  requested  by  General  Bragg  in  his  com- 
munication of  the  30tb  instant,  to  be  furnished  for  file  with  the  list 
of  the  names,  &c. ,  of  said  officera,  heretofore  furnished. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Preston,  superintendent. 

Col.  T.  P.  August,  chained  with  tl:w  examination  uid  determination 
of  all  applications  for  exemption,  details  for  agricultural  purposes, 
and  the  investigation  of  questions  of  a  legal  character. 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  W.  Lay,  charged  with  the  duties  of  general  inspec- 
tion. 

Maj.  John  Claiborne,  charged  with  the  duty  of  superintending  the 
disbursement  of  the  fund  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  expenses 
of  conscription,  its  proper  distribution  amongst  the  quartermasters  of 
the  conscript  service,  and  the  supervision  of  their  accounts. 

Capt.  C.  B.  Duffield,  the  executive  officer  of  the  Bureau,  intrusted 
with  the  management  of  its  business,  and  charged  with  t^ie  special 
duty  of  issuing  orders,  preparing  general  instructions  to  tiie  officers 
of  conscription,  and  of  communicating  information  to  x>ersons  call- 
ing at  the  Bureau  upon  business  of  a  general  nature. 

Lieut.  Thomas  Goldthwaite,  chai^;ed  with  the  examination  and 
determination  of  all  applications  for  details,  except  the  agricultural, 
and  with  giving  instouotions  to  the  officeraof  conscription  pertaining 
thereto;  with  the  disposition  of  all  papers  relating  to  persons  ascer- 
tained by  the  boards  to  be  unlit  for  duty  in  the  field,  but  fit  for  any 
of  the  duties  specified  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  February  17, 1864,  and  with  action  upon  pi^rsof  a  general 
charaicter, 

Lieut.  J.  A.  Lynham,  chained  with  the  direct  supervision  and  con- 
duct of  the  records  of  the  Bureau,  performs  the  duties  of  a  chief  clerk, 
and  with  a  part  of  the  general  papers,  and  is  general  assistant,  &e. 

Lieut.  Thomas  Plnckney,  charged  with  the  disposition  of  all  papers 
relating  to  absentees  without  leave  and  deserters,  and  with  reports 
&om  commandants,  and  a  part  of  the  pft|>ers  of  a  general  character. 
Forwarded  in  the  absence  of  the  superintendent. 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 

Acting  SupervalendeTU. 


Statb  of  Virginia,  Exbcutivb  Defaktmbnt, 

Richmond^  Attgvst  29,  186^. 

Honorable  Skcrbtaby  of  Wab: 

Sk:  I  have  carefully  considered  the  case  made  by  Major  Boyle*  In 
jnstification  of  his  interference  with  our  citizens  in  transitu  to  their 
homes  and  places  of  business  with  their  purchases,  made  in  this  mar- 
ket or  elsewhere,  and  I  cannot  see  that  it  touches  tiie  grievance  which 
I  presented  for  your  consideration.  My  complaint  is  that  the  citizens 
of  Vii^nia,  whose  rights  I  am  bound,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  protect, 
are  not  allowed  to  take  with  them  to  their  homes  and  places  of  busi- 
ness such  articles  as  they  may  purchase  for  their  own  use  or  for  sale 
to  their  neighbors  and  customers,  neither  they  nor  such  persons  being 
within  the  enemy's  lines,  but  all  being  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
State  of  Virginia.     

*  See  An^nst  86,  p.  606. 
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The  regalations  made  hy  General  Lee  and  under  which  Major  Boyle 
shelters  himself  will  receive,  of  oourae,  yoar  careful  attention;  but  I 
will  call  your  attention  to  them  particularly.  By  reference  to  the  sec- 
ond paragraph,  certain  articles  are  not  "  permitted  to  pass  the  lines  of 
thlH  army  to  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  or  to  any  part  of  the 
Onfederate  States  occupied  by  the  enemy,  without  permission,"  Ac. 
I'l  the  letter  of  General  Lee  to  Major  Boyle  will  be  found  this  extract: 

It  is  deeirsble  that  the  enemy  shonld  not  be  informed  that  the  Government 
anthoriaeB  such  a  trade,  as  it  mrald  no  doabt  prevent  it.  If  the  carriers  aK>ew 
only  as  persons  engaged  in  private  ventures  there  will  be  less  difficolties. 

It  is  manifest  without  comment  tiiat  these  orders  in  no  manner  touch 
the  trade  to  which  I  referi  The  one,  being  ostensibly  illegitimate  bat 
yet  valuable  to  the  Government,  could  of  course  only  be  carried  on 
with  the  knowledge  and  permission  thereof;  but  the  other,  being  per- 
fectly legitimate  and  altogether  proper,  is  restrained  by  no  law,  and 
should  be  encouraged  rather  than  restrained  for  the  good  of  the  citi- 
zen, so  much  and  so  seriously  oppressed. 

But  Major  Boyle  says  that "  large  quantities  of  cotton,  t'Obacco,  Ac. , 
are  carried  to  the  frontier  for  the  purpose  of  being  transported,  when 
opportunity  will  permit,  to  the  enemy's  country."  This  may  be  true. 
It  is,  however,  only  an  inference,  and  cannot  affect  the  legitimate 
trade  for  which  I  contend.  Violation  of  commercial  regulations  has 
prevailed  in  every  country  and  age,  and  still  it  does  not  affect  the 
rights  of  Intimate  traffic.  Those  who  violate  laws  must  take  the  con- 
sequences when  convicted;  but  surely  those  who  are  but  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  rights  must  not  be  denied  them  because  of  the  rascality  of 
others.  Major  Noland  obviously  has  reference  to  his  own  regulations, 
the  effect  of  which  denies  to  the  x)eople  of  Northern  Vinyinia  the  right 
to  sell  their  goods  except  upon  terms  prescribed  by  him,  when  no  such 
restrictions  are  imposed  upon  other  sections  of  the  State.  But  there 
is  no  difference  between  us  about  the  law,  as  I  understood  you.  Per- 
mits are  necessary  under  the  regulations  referred  to  when  the  purpose 
is  to  go  into  the  enemy's  lines  for  supplies;  but  otherwise  they  are  not 
necessary,  and  of  course  the  citizens  of  Virginia  within  our  limits  are 
entitled  to  buy  and  sell  at  will. 

The  obstructions,  then,  of  which  I  complain  are  not  warranted  by 
law  nor  by  any  regulation  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  I  respectfully  ask 
that  they  may  be  removed.  They  exist  in  the  action  of  your  subor- 
dinates, and  the  only  way  that  I  know  of  is  to  instruct  them  accord- 
ingly. I  respectfully  ask  your  early  attention  to  this  subject,  as  it  is 
daily  called  to  my  attention  by  citizens,  who  feel  very  keei^y  the 
annoyance  and  oppression  of  which  they  complain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


[August  29,  September  5,  September  10,  1864.— For  correspond- 
ence between  Lee  and  Vance,  in  regard  to  State  troops  to  aid  in 
defense  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLII,  Part  II,  pp. 
1206,  1235,  1242.] 


[August  30,  1864.— For  Seddon  to  Brown,  calling  for  10,000  or  more 
of  the  militia  of  Georgia  to  repel  invasion,  and  the  ensidng  corre- 
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spondence,  dated  September  12, 1864,  October  8, 1864,  Koyember  14, 
1864,  December  13,  1864,  and  January  6,  1865,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  UI^ 
Part  n,  pp.  727,  736,  764,  778,  796,  803.] 


CONPEDBRATB  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WAR  DSPARTUENT, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  August  SOy  1864. 

His  Excellency  William  Smith, 

Oovemor  of  Virginia: 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  commenting  upon  Major  Boyle's 
report  in  reply  to  my  call  upon  him  for  the  authority  under  which  he 
was  acting  in  imposing  restrictions  npon  citizens  of  Culpeper  and 
Fauqaior  desiring  to  carry  to  their  homes  articles  of  merchandise  for 
their  own  use.  In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  there  must  be 
some  regulation  to  prevent  the  demoralizing  trade  with  the  enemy,  to 
which  there  are  so  many  and  strong  temptations,  and  this  must  be 
applied  before  the  passage  of  our  military  lines,  since  beyond  them 
there  can  be  no  effective  control.  This  General  Lee's  order  seeks  to 
do,  and  I  really  see  no  bert«r  mode  of  accomplishing  it.  At  the  same 
time  it  is  desirable  that  the  legitimate  wants  of  our  loyal  citizens  in 
counties  beyond  the  military  lines,  and  yet  not  in  the  actual  occu- 
pancy of  the  enemy,  should  be  supplied.  I  know  no  better  mode  of 
effecting  this  than  that  permits  should  be  obtained  either  from  the 
Department  directly,  or  that  Major  Boyle  be  instructed  to  allow  citi> 
zens,  whose  loyalty  is  vouched  or  known  to  him  to  be  true,  to  take 
to  their  homes  sach  articles  as  they  need,  on  the  assurance  that  they 
shall  be  used  for  legitimate  purposes  and  not  for  trade  with  the 
enemy.  If  you  desire  it,  such  instructions  will  be  given. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Georgia  Reserves, 

Macon,  Oa.,  August  31,  1864. 

[Col.  William  M.  Browne.] 

Ck>LONEL:  I  give  you  this  memorandum  in  reference  to  the  support- 
ing force  of  the  Con8<nipt  Bureau  in  response  to  your  requrat. 

The  Conscript  Bureau  was  authorized  to  raise  for  a  supporting  force 
one  company  in  each  Congressional  district.  In  Geor^a  there  are 
ten  districts,  and  the  companies  are  mostly  cavalry  and  composed  of 
non-conscripts;  that  is,  men  liable  to  service  in  the  reserve.  These 
companies  are  doing  little  or  nothing,  as  their  one  business  is  to  arrest 
deserters  and  skulkers,  but  could  be  made  very  efficient  as  a  part  of 
the  reserve,  and  whenever  required,  details  could  be  furnished  enroll- 
ing officers.  I  have  earnestly  recommended  that  this  should  be  turned 
over  to  me,  with  instructions  that  I  should  furnish  details  when  called 
for.  In  my  conversation  this  morning  I  gave  you  many  details  which 
you  will  bear  in  mind  and  hence  I  do  not  repeat  them.  We  have  too 
many  independent  oi^anizations  in  the  service.  My  opinion  is  that 
the  number  could  be  very  much  reduced  with  benefit  to  the  service, 
and  this  would  be  a  good  beginning. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Mqijor-General 
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KCBFBBBBBOBOuaH,  N.  C,  August  81, 1864. 

Hon.  JAUKB  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond^  Va.: 

Deab  Sib:  So  many  coznpIaintB  reach  me  of  the  mischieroas  and 
demoralizing  effects  of  the  traffic  in  cotton,  initiated  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Oommissary  Department,  which  is  now  carried  on  across 
and  beyond  the  Chowan  Rrver,  that  I  deem  it  a  duty  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  subject.  The  operation  of  the  system  as  ezplMned 
to  me  is  this:  The  Government  delivers  on  the  river  bank  cotton  in 
equal  i>arte  for  bacon  brought  to  the  same  place.  The  arrangement 
is  expected  to  bring  supplies  of  baoon  from  the  enemy  in  exchange 
for  cotton  transxwrted  to  points  at  which  he  can  get  it.  In  truUi, 
most  of  the  baoon  received  comes  from  our  own  counties,  and  but  an 
inconsiderable  part  from  the  North.  These  supplies  would  mostly 
find  their  way  to  the  Confederate  States  as  the  only  market  for  a 
surplus,  and  for  Confederate  money,  if  trading  with  the  enemy  was 
strictly  prohibited  and  prevented.  ThQ  present  system,  of  course,  pre- 
supposes and  therefore  licensee  the  transportation  and  sale  of  the 
cotton  to  the  enemy,  and  the  object  seems  to  be  attained  if  the  equiv- 
alent in  bacon  Is  delivered  to  the  commissary  oflBcer,  without  r^^ard 
to  the  source  from  which  derived.  Most  of  the  cotton,  or  at  least 
much  of  it,  purcdiases  not  meat  for  the  Army,  but  goods  of  Northern 
production  and  manufacture,  which  are  thus  introduced  into  the 
country.  Large  numbers  of  persons  are  said  to  be  actively  employed 
in  the  counties  east  of  the  river  availing  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunities afforded  for  private  gain  and  advantage,  and  putting  in  their 
own  pockets  the  surplus  made  by  a  more  favorable  exchange  with  the 
sellers  of  the  meat.  But  lai^^er  profits  stUl  are  derived  from  the  intro- 
duction into  the  Confederate  Stotes  of  tiie  numerous  Tuikee  fabrics 
which,  because  of  prevailing  scarcity,  now  command  very  high 
prices.  But  the  spirit  of  spe^ilation  ei^ndered  and  the  opportuni- 
ties offered  for  its  successful  indulgence  form  a  less  serious  objection 
to  the  system  than  some  other  of  its  fruits.  It  tends  to  discredit  our 
currency,  to  impair  and  weaken  the  attachment  of  our  people  to 
their  own  Government,  to  diminish  and  soften  the  resentment  felt  for 
acta  of  disloyalty  and  unfaithfulness  to  our  cause,  to  demoralize  public 
sentiment,  and  to  corrupt  those  engaged  in  it.  Men  will  naturally 
conclude  that  inasmuch  as  their  own  Government  permits  and  licenses 
the  traffic  with  the  enemy,  there  can  be  no  great  wrong  in  friendly 
dealing  and  communications  with  him,  and  teachings,  however  ele- 
vated, will  not  be  able  to  counteract  the  effects  of  this  practice.  Tliis 
district  has  remained  true  and  faithful  under  most  adverse  circum- 
stances. Left  beyond  the  protection  of  their  own  armies,  as  many  of 
the  counties  have  been,  and  exposed  to  hostile  raids,  unchecked  and 
destructive,  they  adhere  to  our  fortunes  fuid  look  confidently  forward 
to  the  day  of  their  deliverance.  Nearly  all  their  valuable  slaves  are 
gone,  but  these  losses  have  not  abated  their  patriotism. 

Surely  such  consequences  as  I  have  pointed  out  are  not  to  be  per- 
mitted for  the  small  and  precarious  additions  which  are  gathered  to 
our  means  of  subsistence.  If  the  trade  must  be  carried  on  it  certainly 
can  be  put  under  the  restraint  of  such  regulations  as  will  prevent  the 
abuses  to  which  it  now  gives  rise.  I  bring  the  subject  before  you 
for  your  inquiry  and  with  a  view  to  the  correction  of  tiie  evils  of  the 
system. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  yours,  Ac., 

W.  N.  H.  SMITH, 
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Bureau  of  Subsistbnce, 

Richmondy  September  1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
This  Burean  cannot  figree  with  the' Hon.  Mr.  Smith  in  his  opinion 
as  to  the  evil  resnlts  flowing  from  the  trade  conducted  on  the  Chowan 
by  oflBicers  of  this  Bureau.  On  the  contrary,  the  natural  results  in 
snbsistence  gotten  for  the  Army  have  been  most  satisfactory,  for  it  is 
not  conceded  that  these  supplies  vonld  otherwise  have  come  into  the 
Confederacy  at  an. 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 

Commissary-  Genercd.  ' 

[BMMidIiidnnMBmt.1  ' 

Septembee  13,  1864. 
I  eaiQiiot  oononr  in  thinking  the  evils  stated  by  Hon.  Mr.  Smith  as 
xesniting  to  the  extent  imagined  from  the  trade  established,  and  its 
resnUshave  really  been  so  satisfactory  in  affording  supplies  that  I 
am  not,  without  further  deveU>pments  and  inquiries,  prepared  to  pro- 

J.  A,  S., 
Secrdary. 


,       .  State  of.  Vhiginia,  Executive  Depabtment, 

Bichmondi  Aitgwt  SI,  2864. 

Hotn.  jA)ae&  Ai  S«Di}p{i, 

Secreiary  of  War,: 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  yes- 
terday. I  would  respectfully  suggest,  to  save  you  as  well  as  myself 
trouMe,  that  Major  Boyle  be  instructed  to  permit  persons  with  suj)- 
plies  obviously  (from  the  quantity)  intended  for  their  own  use  to  pass 
without  question ;  secondly,  where  the  quantity  is  more  considerable, 
such  as  purchases  for  half  a  do^n  or  more  neighbors,  as  is  frequently 
the  case,  that  the  parties  be  permitted  to  pass  upon  being  properly 
and  satifi facto rily  vouchotl  for  as  loyal  and  reliable,  and  thirdly,  where 
the  articles  are  purchased  for  sale,  av()\\-edly  to  neighborhoods  in 
wTileh  the  parties  may  reside  and  bo  conducting  business  as  merchants, 
t^ia^i  tfiiry .shall  be  required  to  have  your  pass,  to  be  obtained  upon 
being  VbUGh^j;f 6r,  to  ;irour  satisfaction.  It  is  thought  to  be  very  hard, 
ihde^j'tliaia&eir^ila^  from^ih^^untry  to  this  city  should 

nyt'be ^IdWed'fo  rdtttfii  home  mth  8ii<ih  pprchases  as  he  or  his  neigh- 
tors  miy  wikt^  'rihd''tt  is  '^hdukht  very  and  estab- 
lished lnettih^fi|s  01  thd  Mte^ntinld'^pt  be  allowed  to  replenish  their 
stocks  when  6p^ib^ttmitP!^^'6cfetii^9.^  "1  l^bpe  it  will  be  your  pleasure  to 
give  Major  IJoyle  the  in^rtlctlons  su^BStcd,  and  that  you  will  adopt 
the  rule  ulK)ve  sup:geste(l  for  yourself.  Tnu  will  observe  that  I  do  not 
propose  to  pass  our  linos  or  to  I'utor  those  of  the  enemy, 

Seftehbbr  3,  1864. 

Assistant  Secretary: 
Ko  objection  is  seen  to  these  instructions,  and  they  may  be  glveiL 

J.  A.  S., 

Secretary.  ' 
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KXBCUTIVB  DBPABTMBNT  OF  NOKTH  OABOLXNA, 

Bdleighf  September  2,  3864, 

Hon.  Gbobob  Davis, 

AUomey-Oenercd  Confederate  Siaiea: 
Dear  Sib:  Permit  me  to  ask.  your  attention  to  a  matter  tlutt  has 
bred  some  confusion  and  is  likely  to  breed  more.  Until  recently  the 
GoTernor  of  North  Carolina  commissioned  all  officers  of  the  line  in  the 
regiments  from  this  State  originally  enlisted  for  the  war  and  known 
as  "Stat©  troops,"  in  contradistinction  to  the  "volunteers"  or  twelve- 
months' men.  This  was  by  virtue  of  an  ordinance  of  the  convention 
which  gave  the  Governor  also  authority  to  commission  all  officers  in 
both  classes  of  troops.  The  authority  of  the  President  to  commission 
any  of  the  North  Carolina  troops  was  derived,  I  take  it,  from  the  first 
conscription  act,  which  was  held  to  operate  only  upon  the  twelve- 
months'  men.  Accordingly  the  Governor's  claim  to  commifision  them 
was  surrendered,  and  he  continued  to  commission  only  the  regiments 
originally  "for  three  years  or  the  war,"  with  the  consent  and  appro- 
bation of  the  Confederate  Government.  Latterly  Adjutant-General 
Cooper  has  notified  me  that  he  will  reoognize  no  oommission  issued  by 
this  State  whatsoever.  Now,  where  does  the  President  get  the  right 
to  commission  the  troops  from  North  Carolina  not  affected  by  either 
the  first  or  the  last  acts  of  conscription  ?  Many  of  our  regiments  were 
originally  enlisted  for  the  period  of  the  war  and  could  not  possibly  be 
so  affected,  and  it  seems  to  me  the  right  remains  with  the  Governor 
to  oommission  them.  Practically  it  is  better  they  were  all  equally 
subjected  to  our  laws,  and  I  make  no  objection  on  that  score.  But  I 
don't  feel  at  liberty  to  surrender  both  a  right  cwd  a  duty  committed 
to  me  by  the  State  unless  satisfied  that  tiae  law  has  done  it  for  me. 
Please  let  me  hear  from  yon. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Z.  B.  VANCB. 


Raleigh,  N.  C,  September  7, 1364^ 

Hon.  Jaices  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War  Confederate  States  of  America: 

Dbab  Sib:  In  view  of  the  late  enormous  advance  and  still  advanc- 
ing rates  of  railroad  fares  and  freights,  I  have  thought  that  they  were 
very  proper  subjects  of  consideration  by  the  commissioners  of  appraise- 
ment, both  in  t^eir  conventions  and  in  their  periodic  State  meetings. 
At  present  there  seems  to  have  been  no  check  or  even  opposition  to 
the  unbounded  rapacity  of  these  companies,  which  equally  with  the 
high  price  of  wheat  and  com,  Ac,  threaten  to  destroy  the  value  of 
our  money  by  again  flooding  the  country  with  an  inflated  currency, 
and  thus  upsetting  the  admirable  plans  of  our  wise  and  experienced 
Secretary  of  the  Ttessoxy^  Mr.  Trenholm,  who  undoubtedly,  if  aided 
by  a  reasonable  support  by  the  country,  would  soon  reduce  the  recent 
chaos  in  our  finances  to  order  and  value,  if  not  to  a  perfect  peace  basis. 
I  therefore  propose  at  our  meeting  on  tiie  30th  instant  to  bring  up  this 
matter  for  consideration,  and  to  subject  the  rates  of  fares  and  freights 
on  railroads  to  the  same  somtiny  and  action  that  the  farmera  and 
manufacturers  have  submitted  to,  and  hope  we  shall  be  aided  by  the 
active  support  of  your  Department  and  that  of  the  Navy  and  Gov- 
ernment generally.  To  prove  the  extraordinary  and  excessive  charges 
by  the  railroad  companies  of  the  Confederal  it  is  only  neoessaiy  to 
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state  l^t  a  rapid  and  constantly  ocourring  advance  of  tares  and 
freights  have  taken  place  (and  to  which  there  appears  to  be  no  check) 
till  prices  have  advanced  from  the  asnal  rates  of  3  to  4  cents  per  mile 
np  to  18,  and  even  as  high  as,  in  the  case  of  the  new  Piedmont  Rail- 
road (from  Greensborough  to  Danville),  20  cents  per  mile  is  now 
chained,  while  the  dividends  of  these  companies  are  as  high  as  from  30 
to  60  per  cent,  per  annum.  In  short,  I  see  nothing  in  the  whole  range 
of  prices  and  of  speculation  that  more  demands  restraint  and  scru- 
tiny than  the  rapaciousness  and  greed  of  the  railroad  companies  of 
our  country. 
Hoping  to  have  your  views, 

Z  am,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant  and  friend, 

H.  K.  BURGWTK. 

Sbptbicbbb  S. 

I  have  just  learned  that  the  Baleigh  and  Gaston  Railroad  have 
again  more  than  doubled  their  rates,  viz,  from  $10  up  to  $22  fare,  and 
that  the  Petersbui^  and  Boanoke  Railroad  Company  hare  raised 
theirs  from  $10  to  $16. 

tVlnt  IndorMDMirt.] 

September  7, 1864. 
To  Quartermaster-General  for  consideration  and  remarks.  Is  there 
justice  in  these  strictures;  and  what  tiiink  you  of  the  proposed  action 
for  relief  ? 

J.  A.  S., 

Secretary. 

[Seeond  IndorMOMBL] 

Quabtbrbiaster-General's  Office, 

September  10^  I864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sims. 
By  order  of  Quartermaster-General: 

W.  F.  ALEXANDER, 
Mc0or  and  Assistant  to  the  Qtiartermaster-Oenercd. 

[Third  IndanMiMnt.] 

Richmond,  September  IS,  I864, 

Resi>ectf  nlly  returned  to  Quartermaster-General. 

The  rates  alluded  to  within  are  charged  to  individuals.  Govern- 
ment is  charged  for  troops  from  5  to  7^  cents  per  mile,  or  about  Iwice 
"peace  prices,"  and  on  freights  in  about  the  same  ratio.  These  rates 
are  not  excessive,  but  on  we  contrary  extremely  liberal.  The  roads 
find  th^  profit  in  caring  for  individtuds,  and  if  the  private  rates  are 
cut  down  by  act  of  Government  it  is  inevitable  that  Government 
rates  must  be  advanced.  Speculators,  Sso.,  are  thus  indirectly  aiding 
in  keeping  down  the  price  of  one  of  the  heaviest  items  of  Government 
expense.  Transportation  by  rail  is  beyond  all  question  rendered  to 
Government  at  lower  rates  than  anything  else  in  the  Confederacy. 
It  is  true  it  is  done  at  the  expense  of  the  people,  and  in  that  view  it 
might  be  well  to  intrust  the  regulation  of  railroad  charges  to  the  com- 
missioners, but  it  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  that  the  Government 
may  be  made  to  suffer  by  the  operation. 

F.  W.  SIMS, 
Lieuienant^CdUm^  &c. 
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[Tonxth  Indotwinut.] 
QUABTEBHASTBR-QENBRAIi'S  Ob^cb, 

Bespeotfally  returned  to  the  Honorable  Seeretftfy  .of  War»  wtMwe 
attention  is  invited  to  the  views  of  liientenant-Golonel  ^ms.  It  la 
believed  that  the  action  of  the  eommiasiioneni  ooald  fix  rates  only  for 
Government  truisportation. 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermast^-Qeneral. 


Special  Obdebs,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  6bnibbal*s  Officb, 

No.  208.        f  Richnumd,  September  i864. 

******* 

III.  The  Second  and  Sixth  Battalions  Local  Defense  Troops,  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  will  constitute  the  Second  Regiment  Local  Defense 
Ti-oops.  Maj.  John  W.  Carter,  of  the  Second  Battalion  Local 
Defense  Troops,  is  assigned  as  major  of  the  Second  Regiment  Local 
Defense  Troops. 

IV.  The  organisation  known  as  the  First  Regiment  Virginia  Artil- 
lery will  be  known  hereafter  as  the  First  Battalion  Vimnia  Light 
Artillery,  to  the  command  of  which  Lieut.  CoL  E.  F,  M oseley  is 
hereby  assigned. 

•  *«**•* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
AssisUmi  AdsviantrQeneral, 


[September  2, 1864. — For  Seddon  to  Watts,  making  requisition  for 
all  the  militia  of  Alabama  for  defense  against  Invasion  of  the  State, 
see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  II,  p.  812.] 


[Sbptbhbbb  2, 1864.— For  Lee  to  Davis,  in  relation  to  measures 
for  increasing  the  strength  of  the  armies,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLII, 
Partn,  p.  1228.] 


Ck>NFBDERATB  StATBS  OF  AMERICA, 

Wab  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription^ 

Richmondj  Vo.,  September  6^1864. 

General  B.  Brago, 

Commanding^  &c. : 

GeneraIj:  Tour  communication  of  the  30th  ultimo,  asking  an  addi- 
tional list  of  the  officers  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Bureau  in  this 
city,  with  a  statement  of  the  particular  duty  which  each  is  perform- 
ing, and  all  inspection  reports  received  since  the  1st  of  May,  nlHmo, 
was  received  at  the  Bureau  during  my  absence. 

I  am  informed  that  the  list  of  officers,  with  a  statement  of  the  par- 
ticular duties  to  which  each  is  assigned,  has  been  sent  to  you  as 
a^ed. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  state  in  reply  that  the  materials  do  not  exist  for 
famishing  you  copies  of  inspection  reports  since  May  1,  1864. 

This  Bureau  has  no  file  of  insxwction  reports,  the  resnlts  of  such 
inspections  as  are  made  being  either  reported  not  beyond  the  com- 
mandants of  conscripts  for  the  several  States  or  being  embodied, 
without  formality,  in  the  mass  of  current  correspondence  and  indorse- 
ments, and  are  thus  scattered  through  the  body  of  miscellaneous  office 
records,  without  any  attempt  at  separate  classification. 

It  was  intended,  if  possible,  to  have  a  small  corps  of  inspectors 
reporting  to  the  Bureau  through  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lay,  its  chief 
in^tector,  whose  ordinary  station  is  at  this  office,  but  the  plan  has 
been  heretofore  impractioable  of  execution,  because  there  was  no 
feasible  mode  of  obtoining  the  appointment  of  the  necessary  suitable 
officers,  or  of  securing,  by  assignment  from  the  Army,  officers  with 
the  requisite  qualifications.  The  supply  of  officers  for  the  conscript 
service  Is  under  existing  regulations  exclusively  from  the  disabled  list, 
and  is  altogether  insufficient  to  furnish  the  Bureau  with  enrolling 
officers  suitable  for  the  ordinary  duties  to  be  performed  by  them. 

It  has  been,  therefore,  impracticable  to  obtoin  from  this  source  as 
many  suitable  officers  for  the  duties  of  inspection  as  were  required. 
The  few  who  could  be  made  available  for  such  duty  have  been  ordered 
to  report  habitually  to  the  commandants  of  conscripts  for  States, 
these  latter  being  select  officers,  having  the  full  confidence  of  the 
Bureau,  and  under  whose  immediate  orders  the  inspecting  officers 
can  be  made  useful  for  the  iustmotion  of  subordinates  imperfectly 
acquainted  with  their  duties. 

These  commandants  are  themselves,  in  substance,  ex  officio  inspect- 
ors, reporting  results  in  the  form  of  daily  general  or  special  corre- 
spondence. Arrangements  have  everywhere  been  made  to  relieve 
them  from  the  immediate  executive  commands  of  camps,  so  that  their 
time  is  free  in  part  for  travel  in  their  respective  States. 

In  arranging  its  department  of  inspection  the  Bureau  looked  upon 
it  as  a  mere  affair  of  internal  policy  and  exclusive  to  itself,  and  did 
not  consider  the  nomenclature  adopted  as  binding  it  to  any  rules  of 
form  or  precedent.  There  was  at  first  but  one  "inspector  of  con- 
scription^ acting  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Bureau  in  Richmond, 
unless  specially  detached.  When  not  so  detached,  his  duties  are  the 
examination  upon  reference  of  all  questions,  in  any  way  suggested, 
respecting  the  practical  working  of  the  service,  and  of  all  mooted 
issues  in  regard  to  or  presented  by  its  individual  officers. 

In  presenting  the  results  of  his  examinations  no  form  has  been 
observed,  unless  occasionally  where  a  somewhat  elaborate  presenta- 
tion of  the  subject  was  appropriate.  The  convenience  of  office  work- 
ing and  record  has  best  been  consulted  by  his  reporting,  orally  or 
informally,  in  unsigned  written  memoranda,  or  in  the  shape  of 
instructions  or  indorsements,  prepared  to  issue,  if  adopted,  over  the 
signature  of  the  chief,  or  other  executive  officer  of  the  Bureau.  The 
results  of  his  work  are,  therefore,  distributed  through  the  records  in 
such  a  way  that  they  cannot  be  disentangled. 

When  the  system  of  appointing  subordinate  inspectors  was  insti- 
tuted, the  forangement  was  informally  adopted  in  the  Bureau  of  dis- 
tinguishing its  chief  inspector,  for  reasons  of  obvious  convenience, 
bfy  the  des^ation  of  inspector-general  of  conscription. 

The  inspecting  officers,  commandants,  and  others  were  made  aware 
that  they  would  address  themselves  or  be  referred  to  that  officer  for 
information  in  case  of  doubt  or  difficulty  as  to  the  construction  of 
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orders  or  the  general  views  of  the  Bureau,  and  the  work  of  the  office 
proper  is  thus  lightened. 

This  inspector  has  made  some  long  journeys  in  the  several  States, 
and  aided  the  service  by  communicating  instructions  to  its  officers  and 
assisldng  in  the  changes  of  oiganization  called  for  by  its  wants.  He 
has  not  been  detached  since  May  1,  1864,  owing  to  various  circum- 
stfmces,  especially  the  pressure  of  office  work  during  the  recent 
absence  of  the  superintendent. 

A  number  of  special  inspections  have  been  made  at  the  request  of 
the  Bureau  by  officers  representing  the  War  Department  and  sending 
their  reports  to  it. 

In  apportioning  amongst  the  officers  of  the  Bureau  the  work  to  be  . 
performed,  it  was  considered  necessary  to  the  proper  organization, 
of  this  office,  and  believed  to  be  in  aid  of  the  si>eedy  dispatch  of 
business,  to  establish  a  department  of  inspection. 

To  the  officer  assigned  to  this  department  were  habitually  referred 
all  questions  of  the  character  hereinbefore  indicated.  The  complica- 
tion of  the  conscript  service,  growing  out  of  the  special  legislation  of 
Congress  and  its  close  connection  with  all  the  various  brtmches  of 
the  general  service,  originated  many  important  questions  affecting 
the  practical  operation  of  the  enrolling  department,  which  were 
referred  to  the  Bureau  for  solution.  These  questions  were  of  such 
frequent  reference  by  the  officers  of  conscription  as  to  suggest  the 
assignment  in  the  Bureau  of  an  officer  familiar  with  the  working  of 
the  system  to  the  duty  of  giving  it  constant  supervision,  that  imper- 
fections might  be  amended,  irregularities  checked,  and  such  improve- 
ments introduced  as  the  necessities  of  the  service  called  for. 

These  duties  have  always  been  performed  by  LientenaDt-Ck>lonel 
Lay  except  when  it  was  necessary  to  charge  him  with  some  special 
inspection  or  other  cognate  duties,  requiring  him  to  mak«  jonmeys  in 
any  of  the  States. 

His  absence  for  some  weeks  of  service  in  the  field  during  the  past 
summer  was  permitted,  because  at  that  time  every  officer  and  private 
who  could  be  spared  from  the  offices  in  Richmond  were  &upi>oaed  to 
be  necessary  to  its  immediate  defense. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier-Q-eneral  and  Superintendent. 


Returned  to  Greneral  Bra^. 

The  explanation,  if  understood,  applies  to  a  state  of  case  in  which 
a  body  of  officers  would  be  assigned  to  duty  as  inspectors  for  the  Con- 
script Bureau.  This  is  not  practicable,  if  it  be  desirable.  The  post 
of  inspector-general  for  a  bureau  is  not  provided  for. 

The  list  of  officers  which  was  submitted  to  show  the  employment  of 
certain  officers  in  the  Conscript  Bureau  at  Richmond  presents  cases 
not  within  the  laws  and  rules  governing  in  such  cases  and  will  be 
presented  to  tiie  Adjatant-Q«neral  for  the  proper  action. 


[First  Indonenwnt.] 


Seftekbeb  12, 1864. 


JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
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tVhlrd  IndorHOiMit.] 

Headquarters  Aruies  of  Confederate  States, 

September  19,  1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Greneral. 
See  remarks  of  the  President.    The  list  of  officers  referred  to  was 
sent  by  the  President  to  the  War  Department  and  has  not  been  again 
received  at  this  oflftce.* 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 


Conpedbratb  States  of  America.  War  Department, 

RichTnondf  Fa.,  September  5,  1864. 

Hon.  B.  H.  Hill: 

Dear  Sir:  Owing  to  the  withdrawal  of  so  many  men  from  South- 
western Geoi^ia,  hitherto  the  Egypt  wlience  our  supplies  of  subsist- 
ence for  man  and  beast  have  been  most  largely  drawn,  and  a  growing 
disinclination  to  sell  to  the  Government  at  schedule  rates  for  our 
currency,  very  serious  embarrassments  are  retarding  the  collection 
and  delivery  of  snppliw  in  that  quarter  at  the  depots  and  on  the  rail- 
roads.  Extraordinary  efforts  are  now  specially  necessary  to  maintain 
even  scant  supplies  for  the  armies  of  both  Generals  Lee  and  Hood. 
Your  well-known  influence  and  high  position  induce  me,  therefore, 
to  request  that,  if  you  can  make  it  at  all  compatible  with  your  con- 
venience and  engagements,  you  would  visit  that  portion  of  the  State, 
and  by  converse  and  addresses  impress  on  the  people  the  absolute 
necessity  of  furnishing  and  pressing  forward  the  supplies  in  their 
possession.  When  men  are  wanting  on  the  plantations  to  make 
deliveries  surely  there,  as  has  been  so  often  done  in  Vii^inia,  the  patri- 
otic women  (wives  and  daughters  of  planters  at  home)  will  undertake 
the  duty  of  expediting  deliveries,  taking  receipts  and  ordering  teams, 
Ac,  to  transport.  Oar  great  difficulty  now,  I  am  informed,  is  that, 
as  might  naturally  have  been  expected,  the  plantations  near  the  lines 
of  road  having  been  exhausted,  it  is  now  necessary  supplies  should 
be  hauled  for  longer  distances.  This  is  fortunately  theseason  of  the 
year  when  teams  can  be  best  spared,  and  I  am  sanguine,  if  the  people 
could  be  duly  impressed  with  the  indispensable  necessity  of  forward- 
ing, the  requisite  transportation  to  the  railroads  could  be  furnished. 
Railroad  transportation,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  can  be  commanded,  and 
surely  the  people  will  not  allow  their  armies  to  be  dispersed  and  their 
homes  overrun  and  spoiled  rather  than  deliver  of  their  means  and 
use  their  unemployed  teams.  You  can,  I  am  sure,  rouse  them  to  a 
sense  of  their  danger  and  their  duty. 
Most  truly,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(Same  to  Hon.  H.  V.  Johnson,  Milledgeville,  Ga.) 


Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  210,        f  Bichmondy  jSteptemfter  S,  2864. 

******* 

XXIV".  The  Fourteenth  Alabama  Battalion  Partisan  Rangers, 
Lieut.  Col.  James  C.  Malone,  jr.,  and  the  Nineteenth  Alabama 

*For  list  referred  to  Bee  p.  610. 
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Battalion  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  Z.  Thoioason,  are  hereby  consolidated, 
and  will  oonstitnte  the  Ninth  Begiment  Alabama  Cavalry. 

*  *  4>  *  *  «  * 

By  oommaud  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Ad^uianUOenerci. 


Circular.]  Subsistbncb  Bureau, 

September  6,  1864. 

When  enacting  laws  for  impressment  Congress  could  not  have 
expected  impressing  officers  as  a  class  to  be  competent  to  settle  the 
meaning  of  the  words  "value  or  just  compensation,"  since  jurists  and 
poliMcal  economists  have  been  nnable  to  determine  on  a  definition  or 

principle  of  ascertaining  the  just  value  of  an  article.  Under  these 
circumstances  Congress  enacted  that  commissioners,  jointly  chosen 
by  the  Confederate  and  State  Executives,  should  at  intervals  fix  the 
value  of  commodities,  as  the  best  mode  of  settling  what  was  just  com- 
pensation and  thus  fulfilling  the  constitutional  requirement  in  cases 
of  impressment. 

The  schedules  fixed  by  these  boards  for  the  respective  States 
monthly  were  objected  to  by  certain  parties,  and  the  objection  sus- 
tained, on  the  ground  that  value  at  the  time  of  an  impressment  could 
not  be  determined  by  rates  fixed  ant-eriorly ;  consequently,  in  any  case 
of  impressment,  whether  of  property  in  the  hands  of  speculators  or 
producers,  the  appraisement  by  neighbors  selected  by  both  parties  is 
required;  and  either  party,  if  not  satisfied  with  the  award,  can  appeal 
to  the  joint  commissioners.  In  cases  where  one-half  of  the  meat  which 
a  party  had  secured  for  the  subsistence  of  those  dependent  on  him 
was  impressed,  in  accordance  with  the  law  promulgated  in  Greneral 
Orders,  No.  39,  the  necessity  of  promptly  supplying  him  with  an 
equivalent  settled  the  principle  that  just  comx>ensation  required  the 
local  cost  of  the  article,  and  such  appraisement  by  neighbors  mutually 
selected,  was  made  final  without  appeal. 

Whenever  the  local  appraisement  of  a  man's  surplus  exceeds  the 
price  fixed  by  the  last  schedule  of  the  commissioners  in  the  State  by 
an  amount  more  than  to  be  understood  by  any  superiority  of  the 
special  articles  to  the  ordinary  standard,  and  no  extraordinary  changes 
in  the  condition  of  the  country  have  occurred  since  the  last  schedule 
was  fixed,  then  the  impressing  officer  is  advised  to  appeal  from  the 
local  appraisement  to  the  commissioners  as  the  legally  appointed 
tribunal  to  settle  value,  and  as  in  the  order  of  reason  the  most  com- 
petent, they  haviug  been  constantly  studying  the  circumstances  which 
might  modify  conclusions  on  this  mooted  question. 

When  a  party  refuses  to  give  information  to  an  impressing  agent 
who  exhibits  his  credentials,  the  officer  shall  apply  to  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  nearest  reserve  organization,  who  will  be  required  to 
enable  him  to  examine  into  the  stock  of  supplies  in  the  possession  of 
the  party  refusing  information. 

When  notice  of  impressment  has  been  given,  and  the  business  is 
only  awaiting  settlement,  if  the  holder  instead  of  retaining  it  for  the 
Government  refuses  to  deliver  it,  or  disposes  of  it  otherwise,  then  the  i 
same  reserve  force  shall  be  invoked  and  the  impressed  property  I 
seized,  or  an  equal  quantity  taken  from  the  party,  on  the  ground  that 
he  has  not  alienated  what  was  the  Government's,  but  what  he  con- 
sidered his  own. 
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Offioera  will  proceed  to  imprees  ftU  the  surplus  ayailable  as  rapidly 
«a  ih&y  oan. 

Bonded  agrioulttmsts  are  as  mnch  in  the  service  as  they  would 
hftve  been  if  not  conditionally  exempted. 

Whoever  one  of  these  is  found  bfutering  any  of  his  surplus,  or 
selling  any  to  others  than  the  Government  or  families  of  officers  and 
soldiers,  or  at  rates  other  than  those  prescribed,  or  is  not  strictly 
devoting  his  whole  attention  to  the  production  of  supplies,  evidence 
of  the  fact  most  be  at  once  furnished  to  the  appropriate  enrolling 
officer,  and  the  name  of  the  party  and  the  enrolling  officer  sent  to  the 
Bnrean  of  (kmsoription.  The  district  attorney  shall  be  furnished 
irith  the  iBformatiaQ.  prollminaiy  to  a  pTOsecution  of  the  offender  on 
bond. 

Offiteen  will  also  ascertain  from  the  bonded  farmers  with  whom  they 
deal  the'  amount  of  meat  they  have  contracted  to  deliver,  and  how 
mneh  surplus  subsistence  they  have,  and  see  that  one-half  goes  to 
tiie  CJovemment. 

The  Secretary  of  War  will  direct  that  the  orders  to  the  enrolling 
officers  and  commandants  of  reserves  be  given;  also  that  directions 
to  the  district  attorneys  be  sent  to  prosecute  promptly  aU  who  have 
not  fulfilled  the  terms  of  their  bonds. 

If  any  man  liable  to  military  service  who  has  not  been  detailed  or 
exempted  from  such  service  for  any  purpose  whatever  is  found 
engaged  in  speculation  in  articles  of  army  subsistence,  or  engaged  in 
any  other  bt»faieBB  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  QoTemmen^  it 
is  your  dnty  as  one  of  its  officers  promptly  to  repcnrt  him. 

L.  B.  NORTHROP. 


Gbnbral  OiKDBBs,  \      Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

.   .,  IJo.  71.         J  Richnumd,  Va.,  September  6,  186^ 

1.  dUsaves  of  absence  may  be  granted  by  commtuidants  of  conscripts 
to  medical  officers  on  conscript  duty  and  employed  sui^eons,  members 
of  examining  boards  for  conscripts,  for  a  period  of  seven  days.  If 
longer  leavo  is  desiced  the  application  must  be  referred  to  the  Surgeon- 
Genenal.    If  approved  by  bun,  leave  may  begranted  by  commandants. 

n.  Paragraph  I,  General  Orders,  No.  69,  current  series,  is  thus 
amenited: 

Purchases  of  com,  oats,  and  forage  from  detailed  persons  will  be 
made  by  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  and  their  pow- 
ers in  respect  to  such  purchases  will  be  the  same  as  those  given  to  the 
Commissary  Department. 

III.  (General  Orders,  No.  75,  1863,  is  hereby  repealed.  The  extra 
pay  of  men  detailed  for  duty  in  the  several  departments  in  the  field 
will  hereafter  be  legolated  aooording  to  paragraph  882,  Army  Regn- 
latioAS. 

IV.  Phyuoians  employed  by  contract,  whose  whole  time  is  given  to 
the  pabUo  service,  will  receive  the  pay  and  allowances  of  assistant 
snrgeons. 

.  V.  Paragraph  V,  General  Orders,  No.  69,  current  series,  is  so 
MftMded  as  to  authorize  generals  commanding  reserve  forces  in  the 
Tespective  States  to  give  orders  that  will  carry  transportation. 

YI.  Officers  holding  appointments  in  the  general  staff  as  assistant 
adjutants  and  inspectors  general,  quartermasters  and  assistant  quar- 
termasters, commissaries  and  assistant  commissaries,  surgeons  and 
assistant  surgeons,  will  report  by  letter  to  this  office  with  the  least 
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delay  praotiosble,  setting  forth  their  rank,  corps,  position,  and  pres- 
ent assignment  to  dul^,  and  by  what  authority  assigned;  and  chuiges 
which  may  hereafter  take  place  in  their  assigoments  will  in  like  man- 
ner be  immediately  reported  by  them  to  this  office.  A  non-complianoe 
with  this  order  will  subject  the  officer  concerned  to  a  discharge  from 
the  service. 

VII.  Paragraphs  III  and  V,  Gteneral  Orders,  No.  34,  current  series, 
are  thus  amended : 

If  the  Board  find  the  soldier  fit  for  duty  in  any  department  of  the 
service  it  wiU  not  retire  him  immediately,  but  will  forward  their  cer- 
tificate of  disability  and  the  form  of  retirement,  signed  by  the  Board, 
through  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army  to  this  office  for  its  approval 
If  the  soldier  be  absent  from  his  command  tiie  certificate  and  form 
may  be  forwarded  directly  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraL 

ym.  Commanders  of  departments  and  armies  are  prohibited  from 
granting  leaves  of  absence  to  officers  who  report  directly  to  the  bnieaos 
to  which  they  respeotiv^  belong. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraL 


CONFBDERATB  STATBS  OF  AMERICA,  WaK  BBPABTHBNT, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  September  6, 1864. 

Maj.  Cornelius  Boyle, 

ChrdonsviUe,  Va.: 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  a 
letter  *  from  Governor  Smith,  containing  snggestions  relative  to  the 
transportation  of  supplies  for  Individuals,  neighborhoods,  and  mer- 
chants of  the  State,  and  to  inform  yon  that  these  suggestions  are  oon- 
cnrrcd  in  and  adopted  by  the  Department. 

By  order  of  Secretary  of  War : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
AssisUmt  Secretary  of  War, 


Headquabtbbs  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States, 

Richm€ndy  Sepimnber  7,  JSe4, 

His  Excellency  President  Davis, 

Biehmond: 

Mr.  President:  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  last  inspection  report  of 
the  conscript  service  in  Georgia,  f  "Hiese  reports  have  all  been  sent  to 
the  War  Department  as  received.  Though  quite  defective  and  e^>e- 
cially  wanting  in  details  by  which  errors  could  be  corrected,  they 
develop  a  startling  state  of  our  affairs  in  our  conscript  servioe.  The 
want  of  results,  too,  of  which  General  Lee  complained  to  you  is  cal- 
culated to  confirm  this  conclusion.  From  Alabama  fmd  MissisBippi 
,  the  accounts,  as  far  as  received,  are  equally  unsatisfootory.  Stcwn, 
/  rigid  administration  can- correct  the  evU;  notidng  else  wilL  A  com- 
plete renovation  of  the  Bureau  and  its  ramifications  will  be  indis- 

*See  Aogast  81,  p.  616.  t  Not  fotuuL 
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penAable.    These  were  my  impressions  when  I  commanded  an  army. 
They  are  General  Lee's  now,  and  the  reports  oonflrm  our  conclusions. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTON  BRAOG, 

General. 

[bdonement.] 

September  12,  1864. 
Cteueral  Preston  for  perusal  and  remarks  with  a  view  to  remedy. 

J.  D. 


Special  Obderb,  )        Adjt,  and  Insp.  GsNERAL'd  Ofbtcb, 
Kg.  213.       S  Richmond,  September  7, 1864, 

*  ■*  «  *  * '         «  * 

XXXI.  The  chief  of  the  Signal  Corps  will  at  ouee  report  to  the 
Bureau  of  Conscription  the  names  of  all  the  employes  of  the  Signal 
Corps  who  are  not  members  of  any  existing  organization,  that  they 
may  be  enrolled  and  detailed  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  upon 
which  they  are  now  engi^ed. 

•  *«**«* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  A^iUani-GenerdL 


[September  7,  1864. — For  Milton  to  Davis,  in  relation  to  raising 
troops  for  the  defense  of  Florida,  and  inclosing  address  to  the  people 
of  the  State  (July  30,  1864),  and  General  Orders,  Nos.  11  and  14  (July 
30  and  Sept.  2,  1864),  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LIII,  p.  370.] 


Department  of  State, 

Bichmond,  September  8, 1864, 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Snt:  Proposals  have  recently  been  made  to  the  President  and 
accepted  by  him  for  the  emigration  to  our  country  of  large  numbers 
of  Polish  exiles,  as  well  as  for  some  hundreds  of  Scotchmen  who  are 
disposed  to  take  part  in  our  struggle. 

I  have  accordingly  sent  instruotions  to  Europe  under  which  a  pas- 
sage to  our  country  via  Matamoras  wiU  be  afforded  to  all  able-bodied 
men  who  desire  to  emigrate  to  the  Confederacy,  and  further  instruc- 
tions have  been  sent  to  Mr.  Richard  Fitzpatrick,  our  commercial 
agent  at  Matamoras,  to  forward  them  to  Texas  and  probably  to 
Brownsville. 

The  Instructions  are  that  all  such  as  may  choose  to  volunteer  in  our 
service  will  have  an  acquittamie  for  the  passage  money;  all  others 
will  be  compelled  to  pay  the  price  of  the  passage,  and  will  then  be  in 
the  condition  of  other  residents  of  the  Confedwacy,  and  subject  to  its 
laws,  which  require  all  residents  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  the  country. 

Promise  has  been  given  that  those  Poles  who  volunteer  will  be 
allowed  to  organize  themselves  into  companies,  battatUons,  and  regi- 
ments, and  elect  their  officers  in  the  first  instance,  and  that  the^  will, 
if  possible,  be  kept  in  one  corps,  and  orgfmized  into  Polish  brigades 
and  divisions,  if  their  numbers  are  sufficient. 

40  R        SERIES  IV,  VOL  m 
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My  purpose  in  now  addr^ing  you  is  to  request  that  you  will  give 
Buch  information  and  issue  such  orders  to  the  military  authorities  in 
the  Trans-Mississippi  District  as  will  secure  a  proper  reception  of 
these  emigrants  when  forwarded  from  Matamoras  by  Mr.  Fitzpatrick, 
as  weU  as  a  faithful  observance  of  the  promises  held  out  to  them. 
I  am,  very  reroeotfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
Secretary  of  State. 

(Hni  IstlnMBMit.] 

Septeubbr  10, 1864. 

Adjutamt-Gbneral: 

Let  a  copy  of  this  letter  be  sent  to  General  E.  K.  Smith,  -with 
instmctions  to  conform  his  actions  to  the  arrangements  communicated. 
Ask  acknowledgm^t,  and  till  received  continue  to  send  duplicate 
by  your  couriers. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 

[aaoond  Indmemnt.] 

File.  Copy  sent  General  Klrby  Smith  September  15, 1864. 

J.  W.  R[IELY], 
Aaaisiaivt  A^iMmt-GeneraL 


War  DBPABTHENT,  QnARTEBMASTEB-GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

Eichmondf  Sepie/n^ier  8, 1864. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  beg  to  hand  you  copy  of  the  statement  which  I  had  the 
pleasure  to  lay  before  you  some  days  since  showing  the  amount  of 
funds  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  support  of  the  Army  for  the 
half  year  ending  June  30,  1864,  and  also  the  amounts  appropriated 
for  each  bureau  under  the  War  Department,  with  the  relative  pro- 
portion which  each  bureau  will  be  entitled  to  draw  from  Treasury 
according  to  the  ratio  of  appropriations,  assuming  the  issue  to  be 
$50,000,000  month^.  To  this  statement  I  have  attached  a  list  show- 
ing the  amount  asked  for  by  this  department,  and  statement  by  dates 
and  amounts  of  the  sums  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  officers  and  agents, 
aad  which  upon  examination  I  regret  to  say  will  exhibit  a  very  large 
and  alarming  deficiency  in  the  sum  supplied,  the  efTect  of  which  if 
continued  wUI  paralyze  its  efiQciency.  l^iB  statement  is  submitted, 
therefore,  in  the  hope  that  you  will  at  once  adopt  measures  to  insure 
in  future  the  issue  of  funds  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  department 
and  in  ratio  with  the  appropriation  as  made  by  Congress. 

Amounts  appropriated  by  Congress  to  meet  the  expenditures  of  the 
various  bureaus  of  the  War  Department  for  six  months,  from  Jan- 
uary 1  to  June  30,  1864,  viz: 


Qaarteniia8tei^Oen6ral*8  Department  $890,028,745 

Snbeistence  Department  ^,988,000 

Ordnance  Department   23,000,000 

Medical  Department   15, 4^,  000 

Engineer  Department     10, 000, 000 

Niter  and  Mming  Borean   9, 600, 000 

  116,908,000 


Total  War  Departnient   486,996,745 
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On  the  17th  of  February,  1864,  when  the  above  appropriation  became 
available,  the  following  balances  were  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  to 
the  credit  of  the  departments,  being  balance  of  appropriations  for 
half  year  ending  31st  of  December,  1863,  viz: 

QaartennaBter-Geaeral'sDepaTtmeirt   $884,800.66 

Sabaistence  Department   66,083,789.88 

Ordnanoe  Depf^tment  ---       29, 346. 14 

Medical  Department   14, 600. 35 

Engineer  Department   19, 464. 10 

Niter  and  l^higBmnan  1,699,840.83 

Total     67,081,081.86 

If  these  balances  be  added  to  the  appropriations  first  named  then 
the^re  will  be  subject  to  the  draft,  viz: 

QQartermaater-General's  Department   1820,418,045.66 

Snbeistence  Department...  $138,031,789.81 

Ordnance  Department   38, 039, 348. 14 

Medical  DepMtmont   16,484,600.36 

Engineer  Department   10, 010, 484. 10 

^^andHudngBoiean   11,099.842.83 

  183,604,784.18 

Appropriations,  including  balances   608, 017, 839. 78 

The  last  two  statements  are  not  essential  to  my  purpose,  which  is  to 
show  the  Secretary  the  proportion  of  remittances  monthly  to  which 
each  burean  is  entitled,  taMng  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress 
as  the  guide  and  the  amounts  to  be  issued  monthly  by  the  Treasury 
as  the  sum  to  be  desired.  Under  this  view  the  departments  will  be 
entitled  to  receive  monthly,  as  follows : 

Qoartermaster-Qeneral's  Department  $86,705,869.51 

Sabeistence  Department   6, 6S0, 964. 93 

Ordnance  Depurtment   8,687,997.40 

Medical  Department   1, 768, 606. 31 

Engineer  Department   1, 146, 966. 89 

Niter  and  MiningBareaa   1,089,607.63 

Total   60,000,000.05 

The  above  being  the  lai^st  sum  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  author- 
ized to  be  i>aid  monthly  as  per  his  letter  of  the  4th  of  April,  1864. 

In  conformity  with  the  above  instmotions  the  Qnartermaster^Gen- 
eral  submitted  requisitions  for  tiie  following  amounts,  viz: 

April    $38,045,744.19 

May    83,878,000.00 

June  7,192,681.00 

Joly..   41,978,668.80 

Angnrt-   81,088,118.46 

Total   180,688,478.94 

Of  this  sum  there  has  been  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, viz: 

April  *-  $10,780,500.00 

Blay   8,062,844.19 

June  -   38,041,000.00 

Joly   80,616,059.00 

Angnirt   88,186,548.80 

Total  ^   98,685,846.99 

Leaving  unsigned  in  Treasury  Department  $36,987,131.95. 
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Restricting  the  issue  of  fands  by*the  Treasury  to  $50,000,000  per 
month,  then,  according  to  the  ratio  of  appropriation,  say  936,705,- 
869.52,  the  Quartermaster-Greueral  was  entitled  to  receive  from  Ist  of 
April,  1863,  $183,529,347.55  to  31st  of  August,  inclusive. 


Deduct  anaount  actually  asked  for  same  period   $IS2, 022, 478. 94 

Drawn  for  less  than  entitled  toby   6S,  906, 868. 61 


Mgaia  the  QoartermasterOaieral  was  entilled  to  draw  for 

Bame  period  _  188,539,847.55 

Now  deduct  ihA  aiiu»mt  actually  ^AgneA.  by  the  Seoretacy  ot  the 

Treasnry  for  Bame  time   ^,685,346.90 


Leaving  him  entitled  to  draw   89,894,000.66 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  figures  that  this  Bureau  has  not 
received  anything  like  the  proi>ortion  allotted  to  it  by  Congress,  and 
the  want  of  the  funds  due  it  is  fast  bringing  this  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment into  discredit.  The  embarrassment  is  daily  growing  more 
serious. 

I  am,  sir,  very  lespectf  ally,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

.  QuartermasteT'Oenercd. 


CONFBDERA.TB  StATBS  OF  AUBBICA,  SUBSIBtENOB  DEPT., 

Bichmond,  S^tember  8,  I864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adji.  and  Insp.  Oen.  C.  S.  Army,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Gbnebal:  In  reply  to  circular  of  July  1,  1864,  from  your  office,  I 
have  the  honor  respectfully  to  repori;  that  the  law  and  orders  have 
been  entirely  compUed  with  by  this  Bureau.  On  the  day  of  the  pab- 
Uoation  of  General  Orders,  No.  26,  promulgating  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  February  17,  1864,  entitled  "An  act  to  organize  foioes  to 
serve  during  the  war,**  tiie  circular  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith 
inclosed  was  issued  from  this  Bureau  with  the  appromi  of  the  Hon- 
orable Secretary  of  War.  It  was  not  expected  tlu^t  many  men  would 
be  sent  back  to  the  Army,  for  the  enrolling  officers  throughout  the 
country  had  been  for  months  before  active  in  this  matter,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  instructions  from  this  Bureau  its  officers  had  a^^Ady 
returned  all  who  could  be  given  up  without  detriment  to  the  public 
service.  On  the  27th  of  June  a  circular  was  sent  to  the  chief  com- 
missaries of  the  States  directing  them  to  send  in  at  once  lists  of  the 
men  returned  to  the  Army  since  April  10.  After  the  receipt  of  your 
circular  of  July  1  this  order  was  repeated  by  telegraph.  Theee 
reports,  in  consequence  of  difficulties  of  communication,  have  been 
received  but  lately.  The  number  of  men  returned  to  the  Army  in 
the  States  on  this  side  of  t^e  Mississippi  River  is  293.  .  The  rolls  of 
them  are  on  file  in  this  Bureau  and  will  be  forwarded  to  yon  if  desired. 
I  deem  it  proper  to  add  that  since  the  issue  of  the  instructions  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  requiring  the  certificate  of  the  chief  of  bureau  as 
to  the  necessity  for  the  detaU  of  any  conscript,  the  certificate  has  in 
all  cases  been  furnished;  and  since  blanks  have  been  furnished  by 
the  Bureau  of  Conscription,  the  descriptive  lists  required  have  been 
filled  up  so  far  as  possible.  It  is,  however,  respectfully  submitted 
that  these  descriptive  lists  could  be  more  easily  and  accurate^  filled 
up  by  the  local  enrolling  officer  at  the  time  of  delivering  the  details. 
On  inquiry  at  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  no  informauou  oonXd  be 
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obtained  as  to  the  number  of  men  who  had  been  relieved  from  duty 
with  staff  officers  at  posts  and  turned  oVer  to  the  enrolling  offioers, 
nor  did  it  appear  that  there  existed  any  means  of  securing  such 
information.  In  consideration  of  this  fact  it  is  respectfully  asked  on 
what  ground  the  statement  was  made  that  this  military  bureau  hftd 
not  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  law.  It  is  not  improper  to 
add,  as  showing  the  entire  compliance  of  the  Commissary-General 
with  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  law,  that  immediately  after 
the  enactment  of  the  conscription  law  all  able-bodied  clerks  in  his  own 
office  were  dischai^ed  and  their  places  supplied  with  disabled  soldiers 
and  oonscripts.  I  respectfully  request  that  this  report*  may  be  for- 
warded to  His  Excellency  the  President^  by  whose  direction  the  cir- 
cular was  issued. 

Teiy  respectfolty,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTHROP. 

Commissary-  General. 

[iDolomire.] 

Bureau  of  Subsistence, 
Bichmondt  March  l,  1864.^ 
Major:  In  respect  to  the  apprehended  inconvenience  and  disorder 
consequent  on  the  effects  of  l^e  law  relating  to  the  character  of  the 
employes  hereafter  to  be  allowed  in  our  department,  I  have  to  say 
that  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  an  ofSoer  is  going  to  violate  that 
law,  which  is  to  be  enforced  witih  such  a  penalty,  bnt  that  he  will  to 
l^e  utmost  of  his  ability  endeavor  to  comply  with  it;  and  that  when 
it  Is  impossible  to  sul^titute  fitting  men,  and  that  the  alternative  is 
to  destroy  the  success  of  his  operations  and  the  working  of  his 
machinery,  then  on  such  timely  representation  by  him  it  will  be 
incnmbent  on  the  Executive,  through  his  deputy,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  to  extend  the  period  beyond  the  10th  of  April  (the  limit  now 
&xed)  to  a  more  remote  period,  and  to  allow  the  retention  of  indis- 
pensable men.  The  Executive  or  Secretary  will  thus  show  that  all 
efforts  have  been  made  by  him  and  his  subordinates  to  observe  the 
law  to  the  utmost  extent  that  is  possible  consistent  with  his  para- 
moitut  duly,  whitdi  is  to  furnish  munitions  of  war  and  defend  the 
country  and  keep  the  Army  in  the  field.  It  is  no  time  to  g^ve  np  fmd 
say  that  ruin  will  foUow  on  the  removal  of  our  trained  men.  Let  ua 
aU  do  our  best  to  comply  with  the  law,  and  call  on  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  do  its  part  as  the  cases  are  presented.  Instructions  for  your 
action  conformable  to  the  above  have  been  given^  to  sustain  you.  I 
deem  it  proper  to  state  what  we  have  a  right  to  expect. 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 

Gommissary-GenereU. 

Approved. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War* 


clbcui^ar  )  confrdbbatb  states  of  america, 

\    War  Depabtubnt,  Bubbau  of  Conscription, 
No.  30.   )  Stchmond,  Fa.,  September  9,  I864. 

Ckmimandants  of  conscripts  will  instruct  county  enrolling  ofElcers 
to  proceed  diligently,  with  the  aid  of  the  temporary  boards,  to  make 
a  complete  registration  of  every  white  male  resident  in  their  respective 
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connties  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  fifty  years  not  actual^ 
sernng  in  the  Army  in  the  field  or  with  the  reserves. 

The  name,  age,  occupation,  physical  condition  of  the  persons  rois- 
tered, t<^ether  with  the  ground  of  exemption  or  detail,  or  other  rea- 
son for  not  being  in  active  military  service,  will  be  stated  in  these  - 
registers.  Special  care  will  be  taken  in  stating  distinctly,  though 
briefly,  the  causes  which  prevent  the  persons  from  beii^  sent  to  the 
Army,  and  not  to  omit  any  person  from  the  registration  not  serving 
in  the  Army  in  the  field  or  with  the  reserves.  These  re^sters  most 
be  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  before  the  Ifith  of  Octobw  next.  To 
acoomplkh  the  work  in  due  time  enrolling  offloeis  and  temporary 
boards  are  enjoined  to  use  the  utmost  vigor  and  diligence.  The 
information  to  be  thus  furnished  is  regarded  as  of  great  importance, 
and  the  service  must  be  accurately  as  well  as  promptly  performed. 

Another  and  separate  register  will  be  at  the  same  time  prepared 
and  forwarded  of  all  youths  in  each  county  who  will  attain  the  age 
of  seventeen  years  during  the  next  twelve  months.  In  this  last- 
named  register  will  be  stated  the  months  when  these  youths  will 
attain  the  age  desi^iated. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Preston,  superintendent: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 


"Wab  Depabtment,  Bureau  op  CoNSCMpnoN, 

Bichmoruij  September  d,  I86J1.. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  reference  on  the  Inclosed  paper,* 
I  have  the  honor  to  report : 

First.  The  first  item  of  General  Brad's  indorsement  is  as  follows: 

An  able-bodied  colonel  has  for  two  years  done  o£Bce  duty,  whilst  hia  raiment 
has  been  on  hard  field  service  in  the  Army  of  Virginia.  The  duty  could  be  as 
well  i>erfonned  by  a  disabled  officer,  of  whom  we  nave  so  many,  ui  that  event 
this  colonel  might  see  a  little  field  service  yet  before  the  war  is  over  and  learn 
something  of  the  mlee  of  dlsoiplinfl  and  Tospect  for  hia  soperiOTS,  <^  which  he 
appears  to  be  ranch  in  need  from  the  indosed  copy  (tf  a  letter  recently  addreasad 
to  this  office. 

Col.  T.  P.  August,  Fifteenth  Virginia  Regiment,  was  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1,  1862.  Before  he  had  report'Cd  for 
duty  after  that  wound  he  became  the  subject  of  a  pre-existing 
disease,  which  was  exacerbated  by  active  service,  and  which  incapac- 
itated him  for  service  in  the  field.  He  was  assigned  in  January,  1863, 
as  commandant  of  conscripts  for  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  He  has 
been  in  the  conscription  service  since  that  date,  never  having  been  at 
any  time  capable  of  field  duly.  His  present  condition  is  indicated  by 
tiie  accompanying  surgeon's  certificate.  It  has  been  hia  condition 
within  my  personal  knowledge  since  Kovember,  1863,  the  date  of  his 
ass^nment  todnlyin  the  Biureau  at  Richmond.  I  have  regarded  him 
as  extreniely  liable  to  die  at  any  moment  from  the  effects  of  the  dis- 
ease which  caused  his  assignment.  He  is  not  physically  competent  to 
one  hour's  service  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  and  never  will  be. 

Colonel  August  is  a  lawyer  of  eminent  ability  and  of  high  repute 
in  the  State  of  Virginia.    He  is  an  officer  of  distinguished  gallantry, 

*See  Lay  to  Bragg  Angnst  39,  p. 600. 
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shot  down  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  leading  them  in  an  assault  on 
the  breastworks  at  Malvern  Hill.  The  comment  on  the  letter  of  Col- 
onel August  is  not  deemed  a  proper  snbjeot  for  remarks  by  a  subordi- 
nate officer. 

In  the  duties  with  which  he  has  been  chained  in  this  Bureau  he  has 
exhibited  a  zeal,  earnestness,  and  intelligence  which  have  been  of 
eminent  advantage  to  its  operations.  With  his  skill,  acquired  by  two 
years'  experience,  his  great  industry,  and  intelligence,  I  am  confident 
at  this  period  of  our  straggle  his  place  could  not  be  fully  supplied  in 
the  department  to  which  be  is  allotted — ^that  of  acting  upon  applica- 
tions for  agricultural  exemptions  and  details  and  investigating  and 
reporting  on  the  law  and  evidence  of  the  thousands  of  cases  submitted 
to  the  Burean. 

Second.  The  second  item  is : 

The  officer  charged  with  the  duty  of  general  inspection  does  not  seem  to  devote 
mnch  time  to  it.  He  has  been  in  this  city  since  March,  except  when  absent  as  a 
volnnteer  on  General  Beauregard's  staff  for  a  short  time.  I  have  called  for  the 
reports  of  liis  inspections,  bnt  received  none. 

The  officer  charged  with  the  duty  of  general  inspection  is  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Lay,  and  he  has  devoted  his  whole  time  to  that  duty, 
except  when,  with  commendable  patriotism,  he  asked  permission  to  go 
to  tlie  army  for  a  time  as  a  volnnteer  aide  to  General  Beaureganl. 
It  was  at  the  time  when  every  employ^  of  the  Government  in  Rich- 
ntond  who  could  be  spared  was  called  to  aid  in  its  defense.  His  duties 
as  general  inspector  demand  his  presence  at  the  Bureau  continuously, 
except  when  sent  on  special  inspection.  The  inspection  department 
of  the  Bureau  is  not  more  distinct  in  its  functions  than  that  of  any 
other  department.  It  is  the  assignment  of  an  officer  to  the  charge  of 
such  matters  as  seem  x>ertinent  to  inspection  service.  He  makes  no 
formal  rei>orts,  but  is  in  daily  conference  with  the  superintendent, 
his  work  forming  iwrtions  of  the  current  business  of  the  Bnreau. 
Besides  this,  this  officer  participates  in  much  of  the  general  business 
of  the  Bureau. 

Third.  The  third  item  is: 

The  duties  asdgned  Lieatenant  Goldthwatte  seem  to  be  too  important  to  be 
intnuted  to  ao  young  a  man  withont  experience,  and  could  better  oe  performed 
some  <Ader  and  good  soldier  disabled  by  wounds. 

The  duties  assigned  to  Lieutenant  Groldthwaite  are  of  the  gravest 
importance,  and  I  am  confident  there  is  not  an  offi.cer  in  the  service 
more  competent  to  perform  them.  He  is  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
thoroughly  educated,  by  profession  a  lawyer,  and  a  man  of  very 
remarkable  intellectual  endowments.  His  earnest  zeal,  his  untiring 
industry,  his  high  and  lucid  intellect,  fit  him  most  admirably  for  the 
dnties  of  examining  into  and  deciding  the  important  and  intricate 
matter  of  general  details  of  which  he  has  charge.  They  are  not  mat- 
ters of  miUtary  law  or  usage,  but  of  personal  right  and  public  neces- 
sity. His  function  is  to  examine  and  rejiort  for  the  action  of  the 
superintendent,  under  the  instmetions  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Fonrth.  The  general  allegation  of  the  indorsement  is  that  the 
organization  is  "defective  and  inefficient.** 

It  is  not  properly  within  my  province  to  attempt  a  refutation  of 
this  allegation.  The  organization  was  instituted  by  the  Secretaiy  of 
War  in  December,  1862,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  functions 
devolved  on  him  by  law.  It  has  been  continued  since  as  a  part  of  the 
War  Office,  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  Secretary,  with  a 
few  nnsutetantial  and  merely  nominal  changes. 
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I  have  reoommended  certain  radical  (Ganges  in  the  sn^estion  tliat 
some  of  the  officers  should  be  selected  and  commissioned  for  thm 
duty,  and  nominal  changes  in  the  adjnstment  of  the  rank  and  grada- 
tion of  the  officers  attached  to  the  Bureau.  These  suggestions  and 
others  were  submitted  to  Congress  in  the  forms  of  bills  for  the  organ-  ^ 
ization  of  the  conscription  department  and  were  not  adopted,  but  titie 
oi^anization  left  as  the  Secretary  of  War  had  established  it. 

If  there  is  inefficiency  in  the  oi^anization  it  arises  solely  from  the 
defects  I  have  alluded  to,  and  not  from  the  principle  on  which  it  is 
based.  That  principle  is  simply  that  the  recruiting  of  the  armies 
should  be  placed  under  organizations  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
command  of  the  armies  in  the  field.  Every  departure  from  this  prin- 
ciple has  proved  detrimental  to  the  service,  and  has  seriously  oaA 
disastrously  impeded  the  execution  of  the  conscription  laws  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  conscription  x}olicy  of  the  Government.  The 
acts  of  Congress  of  April  and  October,  1862,  and  February,  1864,  do 
not  mean  merely  the  gathering  and  enlistment  of  men,  but  they 
mean  the  selection  from  certain  classes  of  citizens  of  those  who,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  law  and  Executive,  can  be  spared  from  the 
necessary  industrial  pursuits  to  go  into  the  armies.  And  it  is  to 
make  this  selection  by  close  and  enlightened  investigation  into  the 
whole  condition  of  the  country,  in  view  of  the  public  necessity,  that 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  consummate  skill,  organized  a  system  of  . 
partly  military  and  partly  civil  tribunalfl.  It  is  regular,  orderly,  and 
in  perfect  consonance  with  the  sentiment  of  our  people  and  the 
genius  of  our  institutions,  and  has  a  peculiar  adaptatdou  to  the 
existing  public  exigency. 

This  Bureau  is  but  one  tribunal  in  the  ascending  scale  which 
reaches  through  it  and  the  Secretary  of  War  up  to  the  I^esident.  The 
legally  defined  relations  of  the  citizens  to  the  military  service  and 
the  development  and  maintenance  of  the  resources  of  the  country 
are  submitted  to  these  tribunals.  In  my  judgment  the  system  has 
done  more  to  fill  the  armies  and  at  the  same  time  to  maintain  the 
resources  of  the  country  than  any  other  which  can  be  devised.  If 
adhered  to,  the  slight  defects  in  the  organization  of  this  Bureau  are 
easily  remedied  by  the  changes  I  have  ventured  to  suggest.  If  th» 
recruiting  of  the  armies  is  placed  under  the  control  of  the  States 
or  of  military  commanders  it  will  fail,  and  the  effort  will  be  disas- 
trous to  the  whole  conscription  policy  of  the  Grovemment. 

It  is  alleged  that  the  existing  defects  and  iuefKciency  of  this  Bureau 

explain,  to  a  great  extent,  the  Invariable  reports  of  inspectors  that  I 
the  duty  of  putting  men  in  the  Army  is  retarded  hy  the  want  of  | 
prompt  action  on  applications  and  appeals."   If  it  is  meant  by  these 
reports  that  there  is  want  of  prompt  action  in  this  Bureau  on  appli- 
cations  and  appeals  the  reports  are  simply  untrue.    I  make  the  , 
assertion,  without  qualification,  that  there  is  no  department  of  the  , 
Government  in  which  applications  and  appeals  are  dischai^^  with 
the  promptness  and  dispatch  that  they  are  in  t^is  Bureau.    I  doubt 
if  these  inspectors  can  cite  a  case  in  which  the  lack  of  such  prompt  ! 
action  by  this  Bureau  as  is  warranted  by  the  circumstances  has 
retarded  the  duty  of  putting  men  in  the  Army.    The  assertion  is 
based  on  uninformed  conjecture.    Officers  who  are  totally  ignorant 
of  the  grave  tmd  solemn  duties  devolved  on  the  conscription  author-  | 
ities — duties  embracing  the  entire  sphere  of  the  civil,  social,  and  | 
military  economy  of  the  citizen  and  the  Government;  ascertataing, 
developing,  and  maintaining  the  military  capabilities  of  the  country 
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for  the  defense  of  the  public  liberty  and  preservation  of  social  order; 
investigating  and  deciding  personal  and  civil  rights — are  sent  to 
inspect  and  report  upon  the  organization  for  and  the  administration 
of  these  duties.  It  does  not  seem  reasonable  to  predicate  competency 
for  this  service  of  uninformed  ofKcers  temporarily  assigned  to  it.  In 
the  present  case  they  have  certainly  failed  to  report  correctly. 

It  is  cited,  in  further  proof  of  the  defective  and  inefficient  organi- 
sation of  this  Bureau,  that  there  have  been  three  acting  superintend- 
ents of  this  Bureau  within  a  few  days.  The  superintendent  was 
absent'by  leave  of  the  Secretary  of  War — his  first  leave  since  August, 
1861.  Colonel  August,  the  acting  sax>erintendent,  was  ill  in  bed  of 
the  disease  which  causes  his  assignment  to  office  duty.  Lieut.  Col. 
Lay,  the  officer  next  in  rank,  was  accidentally  absent  two  or  three 
days  with  his  sick  family,  and  the  papers  thus  happened  to  be  signed 
by  the  executive  officer  of  the  Bureau,  Captain  Duffieldt  I  cannot 
think  the  inference  fairly  deducible  from  this  purely  accidental, 
temporary,  and  very  unusual  condition  of  the  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
BrigadieT'Chnercd  and  SuperintenderU. 

[bielonin.]  ^ 

OvncB  Med.  Ex.  Boabd,  "Private  Quabtebs," 

Bichmondy  SepteTriber  5,  I864... 

We  certify  that  we  have  carefully  examined  Col.  T.  P.  August, 
Fifteenth  Vii^inia  Infantry,  Corse's  brigade,  and  find  him  suffering 
with  organic  stricture  of  the  urethra,  with  very  great  enlargement  of 
the  prostate  gland  and  consequent  irritation  of  bladder  and  kidneys, 
which  have  probably  existed  for  four  or  five  yeare,  and  within  the 
last  twelve  months  all  attempts  to  introduce  an  instrument  into  the 
bladder  have  failed.  In  consequence  of  these  affections  we  believe 
him  totally  and  permanently  disabled  for  field  service  and  only 
capable  of  light  duty. 

O.  A.  CRENSHAW, 
Swrgecn,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S. 

JAMES  BOLTOlf, 
Burgeon^  Ptomsional.Armyj  C.  S. 

WM.  S.  SCOTT, 
Su/rgeon,  JVovisicmaZ  Army,  C.  S. 


Ckuap  guardt,  m^gaorUng  force,  dbe.,  in  eonaeript  service  in  the  several  States* 
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Camp  guard*,  m^porUng  force,  Ac. — Contiiiiied. 
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foPTBHBER  9,  1864. 


Richmond,  Ya.,  September  10,  2864, 
His  Excellency  the  President: 

My  son,  Custis  B.  Jones,  is  employing  his  leisnre  hours  on  statistical 
estimates  of  the  men  and  resources  of  the  Confederate  States,  a  labor 
he  likes,    I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  one  of  them,  which  at 
least  indicates  his  confidence  in  oar  ability  to  continue  the  defense,  Ac. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  serrant, 

J.  B.  JONES. 

[Tlrat  IndenaDsnt] 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  War  Department  for  file. 

BURTON  N.  HARRISON, 

JPrivate  Secrdary. 

[Saoond  fatdoraamNit.] 

In  these  tables  consideration  is  not  taken  of  the  mortality  occasioned 
by  the  casualties  of  the  war.  That  mortality  cannot  be  exactly  ascer- 
tained in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  reports. 
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It  is  probable  that  for  the  fonr  years  it  would  average  50,000  per 
annum. 

There  are  in  captivity  some  55,000  of  our  troops,  and  the  perma- 
nently disabled  probably  amount  to  50,000. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 

CONFBDBRATE  STATES  OF  AMBKICA,  WaR  DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond^  Va. 

.  OUR  AVAILABLE  HEN. 

The  following  calculations  in  reference  to  the  available  military 
strength  of  certain  States  of  the  Confederacy  are  based  upon  the 
census  report  of  1850.  The  States  in  regard  to  which  statistics  have 
been  omitted  are  either  wholly  or  chiefly  within  Uie  enemy's  power 
and  can  scarcely  be  considered  open  to  the  introduction  of  any  con- 
scription law  or  oi^anized  system  of  recruiting: 

Tabu  1. — White  males  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  fifty  in  the  year  tSSO. 


StatM. 


VirglDift  

Nortli  CuoUu  

South  OwoUu  

Georgia  

Floildk  »k 

AUbaiDS  

MlasiMippi  

TMd  


SH.eoo 

558,028 
274,568 

521,  vn 

47,203 
426,514 
386,718 


212.  dse 

125, 851 
64, 313 

120,263 
12,760 

101, 746 
7»,4W 


8,018,108 


711. ooe 


It  appears  from  this  that  the  male  population  between  the  ages 
of  fifteen  and  fifty  in  the  above-named  States  comprised  in  1850 
seven-thirtieths  of  their  entire  population.  Uiwn  the  supposition 
that  this  is  a  constant  ratio  is  based  the  estimate  of  the  number  of 
males  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  fifty  in  1360,  as  contained  In 
the  following  table. 

The  State  populations  in  Table  No.  2  are  taken  from  newspaper 
extracts  from  t^e  unpublished  census  in  1860,  and  are  oificiaL 


Tabli  No.  ^^.—Whiie  moZes  between  J^/Veen  and  fifty  in 


^  StatM. 

i 
% 

■a 

S  s 

1% 

£  «, 

|1 

1,007,873 
670,068 
808,166 
615,336 
81,885 
530,444 
407,061 

Oeorei*  

8.711,320 
* 

861,000 
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The  table  below  gives  an  estimate  of  the  present  popalation  on  tiie 
supposition  that  population  doubles  itself  once  in  forty  years.  The 
natural  increase  for  one  year  would  then  be  one-fortieth,  and  for  four 
years  four-fortieths  or  one-tenth : 

Table  No.  Z.—WhUe  males  befwen  fifteen  and  fifty  in  1^4  in  the  States  named 

inthepreeecUngtaSlet. 

Total  wUtes   4,000,000 

Males  between  fifteen  and  fifty  -     934, 000 

From  the  preceding  estimate  of  the  total  white  population  at  least 
600,000  must  be  deducted  on  account  of  the  enemy's  occupation  of 
Western  Virginia,  Korth  Alabama,  and  sections  of  North  Carolina, 
Ag.  We  would  then  have  something  over  800,000  as  the  number  of 
males  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  ^fty  in  the  seven  States  named. 
If  there  be  a  deduction  of  25  per  cent,  for  those  between  the  ^es  of 
fifteen  and  seventeen,  casualties  of  war,  &c. ,  there  would  still  remain 
600,000  in  these  seven  States  available  for  military  purposes  at  the 
present  time.  But  probably  this  deduction  would  be  more  than  bal- 
anced by  the  number  of  troops  which  have  been  obtained  from  States 
in  the  possession  of  the  enemy  and  by  the  influx  of  refugees  from 
those  regions. 


[Septembbb  10, 1864. — For  Brown  to  Hood,  withdrawing  the  militia 
of  Georgia  from  the  command  of  General  Hood,  see  Series  I,  Vol 
XXXIX,  Part  II,  p.  826,  and  for  Brown's  address  to  the  militia  com- 
posing the  First  Division,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LII,  Part  II,  p.  735.] 


Saint  Catherinbs,  Canada  West, 

September  12, 1864. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State  Confed.  States  ofAmerid'a,  Richmond,  Va,: 
Sir:  I  addressed  you  on  the  11th  of  August  last,  in  explanation  of 
the  circumstances  inducing,  attending,  and  following  the  correspond- 
ence of  Mr.  Holcombe  and  myself  with  the  Hon.  Horace  Greeley. 
Subsequent  events  have  confirmed  my  opinion  that  we  lost  nothing 
and  gained  much  by  that  correspondence.  It  has  at  least  formed  an 
issue  between  Lincoln  and  the  South,  in  which  all  hev  people  should 
join  with  all  their  might  and  means.  Even  his  Korthera  opponents 
believed,  up  to  the  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Convention,  that  the  same 
issue  would  be  decided  against  him  by  the  people  of  the  United  States 
in  November  next.  All  of  the  many  intelligent  men  from  the  United 
States  with  whom  I  conversed  agreed  in  declaring  that  it  had  given 
a  stronger  impetus  to  the  peace  party  of  the  North  than  a*  other 
causes  combined,  and  had  greatly  reduced  the  strength  of  the  war 
party.  They  thought  that  not  even  a  majority  of  the  Republicans 
would  sustain  Lincoln's  ultimatum,  laid  down  as  his  rescript,  **To 
whom  it  may  concern."  Indeed,  Judge  Black  stated  to  us  that  Stan- 
ton admitted  to  him  that  it  was  a  grave  blunder,  and  would  defeat 
Lincoln  unless  he  could  countervail  it  by  some  demonstration  of  his 
willingness  to  accept  other  terms ;  in  oUier  words,  to  restore  the  Union 
as  it  was.   Judge  Black  wished  to  know  if  Mr.  Thompson  would  go 
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to  Washin^n  to  ctiscnss  the  terms  of  peace,  and  proceed  thence  to 
Richmond,  saying  that  Mr.  Stanton  desired  htm  to  do  so,  and  would 
send  him  a  safe-conduct  for  that  purpose.  I  doubt  not  that  Judge 
Black  came  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Stanton. 

Mr.  William  C.  Templeton — professedly  an  acquaintance  of  the  Pres- 
ident, a  planter  in  the  Mississippi  bottoms  and  a  temporary  resident 
of  New  Jersey,  and  reputedly  a  man  of  wealth  before  the  war — has 
been  here,  representing  that  C.  G.  Baylor  is  in  New  York  and  was  at 
the  Chicago  Convention,  claiming  to  be  a  peace  commissioner  from 
the  State  of  Oeorgia,  duly  accredited  by  Governor  Brown,  and  urging 
an  armistice  and  convention  of  States.  Templeton  wishra  to  see 
Mr.  Thompson  and  to  urge  him  to  accept  a  safe-conduct  to  Washing- 
ton, which  Baylor  was  authorized  to  say  would  be  furnished,  with  a 
view  of  arranging  such  preliminaries  for  peace.  Templeton  has  gone 
to  Toronto  to  see  Mr.  Thompson  on  the  subject.  I  had  no  acquaint- 
ance with  Mr.  Templeton  before  meeting  him  here.  I  have  known 
Mr.  Baylor  well  enough  not  to  place  implicit  reliance  upon  his  state- 
ments. Still,  as  he  is  walking  abroad  in  New  York  and  traveRng  ad 
libitum  in  the  United  States,  I  believe  he  has  been  to  Washington 
and  has  the  authority  he  claims  from  there.  I  do  not  credit  his  being 
sent  out  by  Governor  Brown. 

Templeton  said  Baylor  objected  to  his  communicating  the  above 
facts  to  me,  because  I  was  identified  with  the  Davis  dynasty,  and  not 
likely  to  agree  to  any  terms  of  peace  that  would  be  unacceptable  to 
the  President. 

You  may  have  remarked  that  the  New  York  Times  maintains,  as  by 
authority,  that  the  rescript  declares  one  mode  of  making  peace,  bat 
not  the  only  one.  The  abler  organs  of  the  Administration  seize  this 
suggestion  and  hold  it  up  in  vindication  of  Lincoln  from  the  charge 
that  he  is  waging  war  to  abolish  slavery,  and  will  not  agree  to  peace 
until  that  end  is  achieved.  Mr.  Seward,  too,  in  his  late  speech  at 
Aubnm,  N.  Y.,  intimates  that  slavery  is  no  longer  an  issue  of  the 
war,  and  that  it  will  not  be  interfered  with  after  peace  is  declared. 
These  and  other  facts  indicate  that  Lincoln  is  dissatisfied  with  the 
issue  lie  has  made  with  the  South  and  fears  its  decision. 

I  ai^  told  that  his  purpose  is  to  try  to  show  that  the  Confederate 
Government  will  not  entertain  a  proposition  for  peace  that  does  not 
embrace  a  distinct  recognition  of  ^e  Confederate  States,  therein 
expectingto  change  the  issue  from  war  for  abolition  to  war  for  the 
Union.  He  thinks  a  majority  of  the  Northern  people  will  oppose  him 
on  the  issne  he  has  made,  but  may  support  him  on  that  he  desires  to 
make.  It  is  thought  that  he  will  send  commissioners  to  Richmond  in 
Older  to  develop  the  ultimatum  of  our  Government. 

If  he  does,  it  seems  to  me  our  true  policy  is  not  to  make  such  devel- 
opment, or  receive  commissioners  unless  they  come  duly  accredited 
to  make  peace,  and  in  that  event  to  demand  their  conditions  and 
respond  to  them  without  suggesting  ours.  It  is  well  enough  to  let  the 
North  and  European  nations  believe  that  reconstruction  is  not  impos- 
sible. It  will  inflame  the  spirit  of  peace  in  the  North  and  will 
encourge  the  disposition  of  England  and  France  to  recognize  and  treat 
with  ns. 

Most  of  our  true  friends  from  the  Chicago  Convention  whom  I  saw 
thought  it  would  be  vei^  unwise  in  the  South  to  do  anything  tending 
to  the  defeat  of  McClellan.  They  ai^ed  thns:  "Peace  may  be  made 
with  him  on  terms  you  will  accept."  At  all  events,  he  is  committed 
by  the  platform  to  cease  hostilities  and  to  try  negotiations.  That  is  a 


638 


COBBESPONDEHCB,  ETa 


great  concession  from  him  and  the  war  Democracy.    An  annistioe  : 
will  inevitably  result  in  peace.    The  war  cannot  be  renewed  if  once  ' 
stopped,  even  fora  short  time.    The  North  is  satisfied  that  war  cannot 
restore  the  Union  and  will  destroy  their  own  libMties  and  independ-  { 
ence  if  prosecuted  mnch  longer. 

If  McCleHan  be  elected  the  real  indebtedpew  of  the  Gtovemment  will  be  engoaed,  i 
for  his  own  sake  and  to  damn  the  Bepnblicans.  The  war  must  stop  when  that  ia 

known. 

(Judge  Black  says  it  is  not  now  less  than  fire  thousand  millions, 
Mid  saeh  is  tilie  comm<m  opinion  expressed  to  me.) 

Again,  your  showinff  a  preference  for  HcClellan  will  aid  him,  increase  the 
desire  and  disposition  for  peace  in  the  North,  and  will  foster  the  revolutionary 
spirit  in  the  Northwest  in  oaae  of  Lincoln's  election— vrtiich  may  be  effected  by 
feroerarfraod. 

The  platform  means  peace,  unconditionally;  Vallandighom  and 
Weller  filmed  it.  It  is  rec<^ized  as  satisfactory  by  nearly  all  the 
delegates  at  the  convention  and  by  the  New  York  News  and  other 
peace  pajrars.  McCIellan  will  be  under  the  control  of  the  true  peace 
men.  Horatio,  or  T.  H.  Seymour,  is  to  be  Secretary  of  State;  Val- 
landigham.  Secretary  of  War.  McCIellan  is  privately  pledged  to  make 
peace  even  at  the  expense  of  separation,  if  the  South  cannot  be 
induced  to  reconstruct  any  common  government. 

They  also  assure  rae  that  the  speeches  and  the  prevailing  sentiment 
of  the  people  at  Chicago  were  for  peace  unconditionally,  and  this  was 
the  impression  of  the  escaped  prisoners  there — of  whom  there  were  | 
near  seventy — ^with  whom  I  have  conversed.   They  say  McCIellan  was 
nominated  for  his  availability.  , 

On  the  other  hand,  some  of  oar  friends  expressed  a  hope  that  Lin-  I 
coin  will  be  elected  <m  these  grounds: 

That  HcClellan  has  at  West  Point  and  Tioonderoga  declared  for  war  till  the 
Union  is  restored,  and  can  accept  peace  only  with  reunion ;  that  be  can  raise  an 
army  and  money  to  carry  on  the  war,  bnt  lanooln  cannot ;  that  the  RepaMuauw 
win  BOBtain  him  in  making  war,  and  in  addition  to  them  many  Democrats;  that  he 
will  infoae  new  life,  hopes,  and  vigor  into  the  war  purty ;  that  toK&ax  nations  wOl 
wait  longer  on  him  than  on  Lincoln  before  intervening  or  recognimig  the  Sonth ; 
that  the  platform  is  in  accordance  with  McClellan's  speeches  and  does  not  oommit 
him  to  i>eace,  except  on  the  basis  of  Union ;  that  Vallandis^am  betrayed  them  for 
the  pronuse  of  a  seat  in  HcClellan's  Cabinet ;  that  Lincoln's  election  will  produce 
revolntion  in  the  Northwest— McClellan's  wUl  not. 

Snch  are  the  arguments  briefly  stated  of  the  peace  men  who  support  ' 
or  who  oppose  McClellan's  election. 

Perhaps  our  true  policy  is  to  keep  our  own  oonnsels,  withhold  any 
fnriiher  declaralian  of  purpose,  and  let  the  so-called  peace  party  of  i 
the  North  have  no  excuse  for  laying  its  defeat  at  onr  door,  if  Xineoln 
should  be  re-elected.  By  declaring  for  Lincoln  rather  than  McCIellan, 
we  may  divide  the  friends  of  the  latter  into  a  position  of  hostility  to 
ns  as  implacable  and  bitter  as  that  of  the  Republicans.  Yet  since 
reading  McClellan*s  letter  of  acceptance  I  see  reason  for  preferring 
him  to  Lincoln. 

I  am  induced  to  think,  from  the  intimations  of  the  peace  papers 
and  of  individuals,  that  there  will  be  a  considerable  minority  of  the 
Democracy  of  the  North  who  will  not  vote  for  McCIellan,  and  that 
they  may  put  up  some  other  candidate.  His  nomination  has  not  been 
greeted  as  cordially  as  was  anticipated,  and  the  Republicans  are 
evidently  in  better  spirits  than  they  were  before  the  convention  at  I 
Chicago.   Perhaps  the  ffdl  of  Forts  Oaines  and  Morgan  and  of  ' 
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Atlanta  may  have  cansed  the  apparent  change  of  feeling  in  the  North. 
It  is  thought  those  events  cansed  McClellan  to  ignore  the  platform  or 
the  construction  given  it  by  the  nnconditlonal  peace  men  in  his 
letter  of  acceptance.  I  remember  that  Doctor  Mackay  said,  during  his 
visit  here,  about  three  weeks  since,  that  the  Northern  people  were  as 
unstable  and  capricious  as  spoiled  children,  and  that  although  a  large 
majority  seemed  resolved  on  peace,  the  capture  of  Richmond  or 
Atlanta  would  cause  most  of  ^em  to  renew  their  shouts  for  war. 
Certainly  they  are  greatly  encouraged  by  those  captures  and  seem 
persuaded  that  the  end  of  the  "rebellion"  is  near  at  hand. 

The  Republican  papers  now  urge  Lincoln  to  employ  all  of  his  Navv, 
if  necessary,  to  seal  up  the  port  of  "Wilmington,  which  they  say  will 
cut  us  off  from  all  foreign  supplies  and  soon  exhaust  our  means  for 
carrying  on  the  war. 

You  may  look  with  confidence  to  an  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  ere  long. 
I  have  been  frequently  asked  by  men  of  Southern  birth,  residing  in 
the  North,  whose  desire  for  our  independence  I  do  not  doubt,  whether 
we  could  support  an  army  for  six  months  after  the  port  of  Wilming- 
ton was  sealed. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  confirmed  in  the  opinion  I  entertained  and 
often  expressed  before  coming  here — that  tiie  peace  feeling  of  the 
North  fluctuates  with  the  vicissitudes  of  the  war,  increasing  with 
their  reverses  and  diminishing  with  ours.  They  will  not  consent  to 
peace  without  reunion  while  they  believe  tiiey  can  subjugate  us.  As 
to  revolution  in  the  Northwest,  or  anywhere  in  the  Uhited  States,  I 
am  growing  skeptical.  The  men  who  gave  ns  strongest  assurances  of 
the  purpose  of  the  *'Sons  of  Liberty"  to  rush  to  arms  if  any  other 
illegal  arrest  was  made,  or  any  other  abuse  of  private  rights  com- 
mitted, are  now  in  prison  or  fugitives  in  Canada.  Their  houses  have 
been  broken  open,  their  arms  and  private  papers  seized,  and  other 
wrongs  done  them,  without  exciting  anything  more  than  a  feeble 
protest  from  their  friends.  The  people  who  would  resist  such  out- 
rage need  a  leader,  and  I  fear  they  will  not  find  one.  Many  of  them 
would  join  our  Army  if  they  could  get  to  it;  but  they  may  be  forced 
into  that  of  our  enemy.  They  would  resist  the  draft  if  they  were  not 
deterred  by  the  large  police  force  that  is  sent  to  enforce  it. 

I  am  assured  by  those  who  have  been  on  the  Ohio  River  aiLd  the 
roads  leadbig  across  it  that  recruits  for  the  army  of  Sherman  are 
being  sent  forward  daily.  Lincoln  will  exert  his  utmost  power  to  sus- 
tain Sherman  and  Grant  in  their  present  pwitions  in  order  to  insure 
his  re-election.  He  knows  that  a  great  disaster  to  either  of  them 
would  defeat  him. 

Mr.  Thompson  will,  I  presume,  explain  how  the  plans  for  the  release 
of  the  prisoners  failed.  He  took  that  matter  under  his  peculiar  and 
almost  exclusive  control,  and  I  knew  scarcely  anything  of  it  until 
everything  was  determined  save  the  time  of  execution. 

Mr.  Holoombe  will  probably  carry  this  communication  to  you,  and 
can  explain  more  fully  than  I  can  do  on  paper  our  operations  here. 
He  has  remained  here  at  the  instance  and  request  of  Mr.  Thomi>son 
and  myself  to  await  the  result  of  the  enterprise  alluded  to  alx>ve. 
He  has  co-operated  with  us  eaiuestly  and  aotivel^  in  all  our  efforts 
uid  has  sometimes  ex|)ended  the  pnbllo  money  in  his  hands  to  pro- 
mote the  objects  of  our  mission.  Indeed,  I  am  indebted  to  him  for 
most  of  the  money  which  I  have  used;  but  Mr.  Thompson  has,  since 
Mr.  Sanders  was  started  to  Richmond,  put  in  my  hands  all  the  funds 
I  asb^  for  and  more  than  I  shall  probably  employ. 
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When  Hr.  Holoombe  left  the  result  of  the  meaauree  for  the  release 

of  our  prisoners  was  not  known,  and,  on  that  acconnt,  he  transferred 
to  me  the  balance  of  money  on  deposit  to  his  credit  in  the  bank  at 
this  place,  that  I  might  use  it  in  affording  th(»e  who  had  escaped,  or 
might  escape,  the  necessary  transportation  to  Wilmington.  He  left 
here  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Thompson  and  myself,  for  reasons  whieh 
he  will  explain. 

I  have  the  honor,  Ac, 

C.  C.  CLAY,  Jr. 


CZRCULASl  €k>NFBDBRATE  STATES  OF  AHBBtCA, 

>    War  Dbpabtmbnt,  Bureau  op  Conscription, 
No.  31.    )  Eichmondy  Fa.,  September  1864. 

Commandants  of  conscripts  will  forthwith  order  an  examination 
the  medical  boards  of  all  non-commissioned  officers,  privates,  and 
employes  in  the  enrolling  service.  All  such  as  are  ascertained  to  be 
fit  for  field  service  will  thereupon  be  immediately  relieved  from  doty 
and  returned  to  their  respective  commands,  or  if  nnassigned  con- 
soiipts,  will  be  sent  to  the  field  nnder  existing  regulations. 

llie  requirements  of  the  service  forbid  the  retenticm  in  the  depart- 
ment of  conscription  of  men  capable  of  performing  active  service  in 
the  field.  The  superintendent  desires  Uiat  this  order  be  promptly 
executed,  and  will  regard  any  attempt  by  the  officers  of  conscription 
to  evade  it  by  retaining  able-bodied  men  in  the  enrolling  service  as  a 
grave  dereliction  of  duty. 

Commandants  of  conscripts  will  also  order  an  examination  by  the 
medical  boai-ds  of  all  officers  aligned  to  duty  in  the  conscript  depart- 
ment of  their  respective  States,  and  make  report  of  the  status  of  all 
such  as  may  be  ascertained  to  be  fit  for  field  service,  particularly 
stating  therein  the  name  and  rank  of  said  officers,  and  whether  the 
commands  to  which  they  belonged  have  been  consolidated  with 
others,  or  have  been  dislunded,  or  have  their  military  organisation 
unchanged. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Preston,  superintendent: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
Assistant  Ac^tUant'&eneraL 


Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Richmondt  September  186^ 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederation  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  reporton  the  inclosed  paper  referred  to  me 
by  Your  Excellency  **  for  perusal  and  remarks  with  a  view  to  remedy."* 

To  vindicate  Colonel  Browne  from  the  aspersions  of  Qeneral  Bra^ 
I  will  have  the  reports  of  that  officer  forwarded  to  yoa  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  consolidated  for  easier  reference.  The  violent  denunciation 
of  the  service  in  charge  of  Colonel  Browne  is  avowed  to  be  made  on 
defective  reports,  wanting  in  those  attributes  which  are  necessary  for 
the  correction  of  errors.  They  are  perhaps  the  reports  of  ignorant 
and  prejudiced  persons  sent  rather  as  detectives  than  as  militaiy 
inspectors.   The  "accounts  from  Mississippi  and  Alabama"  are  very 

*  See  Bragg  to  Davis  September  7,  p.  6S4. 
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probably  of  a  like  character  and  credibility,  and,  together  with  those 
from  Georgia,  are  regarded  by  Greneral  Bragg  as  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  warrant  the  recommendation  to  the  President  that  the  only 
remedy  is  the  expulsion  from  the  service  of  all  the  officers  on  duty  in 
this  Bureau  in  these  words:  *'A  complete  renovation  of  the  Bureau 
and  its  ramifications  will  be  indispensable." 

General  Bragg  states  that  when  he  commanded  an  army  these  were 
bis  impressions.    These  impressions  of  General  Bragg  were  then 
expressed  in  the  form  of  an  earnest,  cordial,  and  emphatic  approval 
of  and  active  aid  to  the  system  instituted  in  Alabama  and  Missis- 
sippi by  General  Pilldw.   That  system  had  employed  in  those  two  I 
Stateg,j03»*'  1,000  offliitixs  and  ev9v  fi,fino  mon,  and  m  fioni  JBHe,  ^863^J 
to  January,  1864  (when  it  was  abolished),  it  did  not  send  one  man  to  \ 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  it  is  not  presumable  General  Lee  * 
would  concur  in  (Jeneral  Bragg's  impressions  as  to  the  policy  of 
re-establishing  it.    Perhaps  General  Bragg  himself  would  hesitate  to 
recommend  that  (maintain  the  proportion  throughout  the  Confeder- 
acy) 6,000  officers  and  36,000  men  should  be  detached  from  the  Army 
to  do  the  work  of  conscription. 

The  shorter  mode  of  attempting  the  remedy  is  the  one  proposed  by 
General  Bragg— its  efficiency  must  be  proved  by  tiie  result. 

I  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  in  pursuance  of  General 
Brag's  advice  you  order  "a  complete  renovation  of  the  Bureau  and 
its  ramifications."  As  the  first  step  toward  this  renovation  and  the 
one  evidently  aimed  at,  and  most  acceptable  to  General  Bragg — indeed, 
iwrhaps  meeting  the  whole  purpose  of  his  statement  and  recommenda- 
tions — I  have  aakfld^i'j  illiy  llpjlmili  i'tiliijl..»s  superintendent  of  the  \ 
Hureau,  an"a  forwarded  the  resignation  of  that  higIi"commi9gT8n  ybii '  *, 
bestowed  on  me  three  months  ago,  after  nine  months  daily  observa- 
tion of  my  administration  of  that  Bureau — for  the  efficient  renova- 
tion of  which  my  ignominious  expulsion  is  now  demanded  by  General 
Bragg.  My  commission,  and  tho  prompt  and  unanimous  confirmation 
of  it  by  the  Senate,  after  my  reports  and  my  system  of  administration 
had  been  thoroughly  discussed  and  sifted  by  Congress,  is  a  sufficient 
vindication  from  denunciations  based  on  avowedly  imperfect  and 
uninformed  reports.  And  I  fear  it  will  scarcely  be  found  after  the 
change  that  a  great  public  iK>licy  will  be  effectively  administered 
simply  by  expelling  a  few  officers  from  service  and  renovating  a 
Bureau. 

I  venture  to  suggest  that  the  sudden  removal  of  the  officers  on  duty 
in  the  Bureau  might  be  detrimental  to  the  public  service.  They  are 
familiar  with  the  service,  which  is  somewhat  intricate,  and  have  been 
but  my  instruments  in  the  condemned  system.  They  will  still  work 
patriotically  under  other  auspices. 

Having  thus  adopted  and,  to  the  extent  I  can  control  it,  carried  out 
General  Bragg's  remedy  for  the  evils  of  the  conscription  service,  I 
need  not  offer  any  further  suggestions  concerning  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Mr.  President,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadter-Oenercd  and  SuperiniendenL 

41  B  Rr-SBBIBS  IV,  VOL  m 
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OONFBDBRATB  STATES  OF  AHBRICA,  WaB  DEPAKTUBNT, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  September  IJ^  IS64, 

Hon.  W.  N.  H.  SMITH, 

Murfreesborough,  N.  C: 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  calling  attention  to  the  inischievoas 
and  demoralizing  effects  of  the  traffle  in  cotton  initiated  by  the  Com- 
missary Bureau  and  carried  on  across  and  beyond  the  Chowan  Hirer. 
In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  the  Department  cannot  concnr 
in  thinking  the  evils  as  stated  by  yon  as  resulting  to  the  extent  sup- 
posed from  the  trade  established  by  the  Commissary-General,  and  its 
results  have  really  been  so  satisfactory  in  affording  supplies  that  I 
am  not,  without  further  development  and  inquiries,  prep«u«d  to 
prohibit  its  continuance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office,  | 
No.  72.         J  Richmond^  Fa.,  Sepiemher  15,  I864. 

Private  letters  or  communications  relative  to  military  marches  and 
operations  are  frequently  mischievous  in  design,  and  their  publication  i 
generally  injurious  to  the  military  service.  They  are,  therefore, 
strictly  forbidden;  and  any  officer  or  soldier,  or  other  iwrson  serving 
with  the  armies  of  the  Confederate  States  in  the  field,  who  shall  be 
found  guilty  of  making  such  communication  for  publication,  or  plac- 
ing the  writing  beyond  his  control,  so  that  it  finds  its  way  to  the 
press  before  one  month  after  the  termination  of  the  campaign  to  which 
it  relates,  shall  be  punished,  according  to  the  degree  of  his  offense, 
by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martiaL 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjviant  and  Inspector  General,  i 


Confederate  States  of  America,  Subsistence  Bureau, 

Richmondy  September  15,  186^ 

The  following  have  been  adopted  as  the  regulations  governing  offi- 
cers of  the  Subsistence  Department  in  the  issuing,  receiving,  and 
shipping  of  subsistence  stores: 

An  officer  issuing  stores  shall  deliver  or  transmit  promptly  to  the 
receiving  officer  an  exact  list  of  them  in  duplicate  invoices,  stating 
the  number  of  packages  and  the  gross,  tare,  and  net  weight.  He  shaU 
see  that  the  gross,  tare,  and  net  weight  are  distinctly  marked  on  each 
package.  He  shall  see  that  the  number  of  packages  and  gross,  tu«, 
and  net  weight  are  distinctly  marked  on  the  transportation  invoice, 
waybill,  or  bill  of  lading.  He  shall  take  from  the  quartermaster  or 
railroad  agent  in  chaise  of  transportation  duplicate  receipts  corre- 
sponding with  the  transportation  invoice.  If  he  fails  to  receive  from 
the  receiving  commissary  a  receipt  corresponding  with  the  invoice 
forwarded  to  that  officer,  he  shall  forward  to  this  Bureau,  with  hi« 
provision  return,  one  of  the  duplicate  receipts  of  the  quartermaster 
or  railroad  agent  as  evidence  that  the  shipment  was  made.  If  th^ 
forwarding  commissary  fails  to  pursue  this  course  he  shall  be  helt] 
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responsible  for  any  loss  or  damage  sustaiued,  nnless  it  can  be  proven 
th&t  the  loss  or  damage  resulted  from  no  n^Ugence  on  his  part. 

The  receiving  officer  shall  retain  promptly  to  the  issuing  officer 
duplicate  receipts  for  such  amounts  as  are  actually  received  by  him. 

If  the  officer  to  whom  stores  are  forwarded  has  reason  to  believe 
them  miscarried,  he  shall  promptly  inform  the  issuing  officer,  the 
quartermaster,  or  railroad  agent  whose  duty  it  was  to  forward  the 
stores,  and  the  bareau  of  the  department  to  which  the  property 
appertains. 

When  stores  received  do  not  correspond  in  amount  or  qnality 
with  the  invoice,  they  will  be  examined  by  a  board  of  survey ;  or  if 
that  is  impracticable,  he  shall  take  the  certificate  of  one  or  more  com- 
missioned officers;  or  if  that  is  impracticable,  he  shall  take  the  affi- 
davit of  one  or  more  disinterested  parties  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
stores  when  received  and  the  amount  of  loss  sustained,  and  this  report 
will  be  communicated  to  the  proper  bureau,  to  the  issuing  commis- 
sary, to  the  quartermaster  or  railroad  agent  forwarding  the  stores, 
and  to  the  officer  authorized  to  ■p&y  the  transiwrtation  account.  If 
the  receiving  officer  fails  to  pursue  this  course  he  shall  be  held 
responsible  for  the  full  amount  of  the  shipment.  Damages  recovered 
from  the  carrier  or  other  party  liable  will  be  refunded  to  the  proper 
department. 

Commissaries  will,  when  large  shipments  are  made  in  succession, 
cause  each  package  to  be  marked  in  such  a  manner  as  will  enable  the 
receiving  officer  to  distinguish  the  different  shipments,  and  will  notify 
him  of  the  particular  mark. 
By  direction  of  the  Commissaiy- General:  ^ 

S.  B.  BREWER, 
Mc^oT  and  Commisaary  of  Siihsisience. 


Circular.]  Confederate  States  op  America, 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Richmond,  Va.,  September  15,  1864- 

The  circular  issued  from  this  office  on  September  1,  1863,  regu- 
lating the  transportation  of  public  stores  is  hereby  revoked  and  this 
circular  will  be  adopted  in  its  stead. 

It  will  be  the  duty  of  each  quarteimaster  to  require  one  of  his  * 
clerks  to  superintend  the  receipt  and  forwarding  of  all  supplies  con- 
signed to  him,  for  which  he  will  furnish  transportation,  on  the  accom- 
panying form  only,  over  the  read  running  frora  his  post  to  the 
connecting  road,  this  form,  or  bill  of  lading,  being  the  oi-der  for  trans- 
I)ortation,  waybill,  and  receipt,  upon  whicli  the  railroad  is  to  collect 
its  freight  charges,  and  no  other  voucher  will  be  accepted  for  through 
freight.  The  bills  of  lading  to  be  signed  in  quadruplicate  by  the 
receiving  road,  two  to  be  turned  over  to  the  consignor  (thus  doing 
away  with  the  necessity  of  an  exchange  of  receipts  between  the  ship- 
ping quartermaster  and  the  consignor,  and  enabling  the  consignor  to 
settle  his  accounts  directly  with  the  Auditor  by  producing  the  railroad 
receipts),  one  to  be  retained  by  tlie  railroad,  and  the  other  to  be  for- 
warded to  the  next  quartermaster  to  whom  the  receiving  road  is 
required  to  deliver,  which  being  done  he  will  sign  the  receipt  upon 
their  bill  of  lading,  showing  the  number  of  packages  received,  whether 
in  good  or  bad  order,  and,  if  any,  how  many  are  missing,  and  furnish 
the  connecting  road  with  a  separate  set  of  bills  for  goods  shipped  and 
receipted  for  by  it,  and  so  on  to  destination. 
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If  any  damage  or  loss  occurs  the  extent  and  money  value  will  be 
agreed  upon  between  the  quartermaster  receiving  and  a  representa- 
tive of  the  railroad  company,  or  in  the  event  of  their  disagreeing 
these  two  parties  shall  call  in  a  third,  whose  decision  shall  be  subject  to 

the  approval  of  the  Quartermaster-Gieneral,  and  the  amount  of  dam- 
age or  loss  shall  be  expressed  on  the  voucher  retained  by  the  railroad 
company. 

This  at  once  iizes  the  loss  and  damage,  if  any,  upon  the  responsible 
party,  prevents  a  suspension  of  vouchers,  and  simplifies  payments. 

When  loss  or  damage  is  determined  a  copy  of  the  voucher,  witli 
indorsement  showing  the  same,  must  be  immediately  forwarded  to  the 
quartermaster  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  responsible  road. 

The  stores  must  be  turned  over  to  the  shipping  quartermaster  upon 
duplicate  invoices,  one  to  be  retained  by  the  shipping  quartermaster 
as  his  authority  for  furnishing  transportation  and  the  other  to  be 
forwfwded  by  him  with  the  stores  and  in  charge  of  the  conductors  of 
trains,  that  each  forwarding  officer  may  indorse  on  the  same  the  n am- 
ber of  packages  lost  or  missing,  and  thereby  enable  the  consignee  at 
once  to  account  for  the  whole  shipment. 

It  will  be  the  duty  cf  the  consignor  to  send  duplicate  invoice  to  the 
consignee  apprising  hira  of  the  shipment  by  this  department. 

Vouchers  for  local  transportation  to  intermediate  points  where  there 
is  no  quartermaster  or  other  authorized  officer  or  agent  to  receipt  for 
stores  will  be  given  as  heretofore. 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster- OeneraL 

[Form  of  blU  of  lading.] 
OOVBBNMENT  TBANSPOETATION. 

No.  . 

Shipped,  in  good  order  and  condition,  by  ,  qoartennastffl',  C.  S. 

Army,  on  the  ■  Railroad,  at  — » tiw  fbltowing  Btrane^vix: 


Date. 

ArtlclM. 

Uarka. 

Weight. 

Original  ooa- 
sigtior. 

UltiniKM  eon- 
slgnee. 

UltiBMtedw- 

The  proi>erty  oi  the  Confederate  States,  being  marked  and  nambered  as  shore, 
and  are  to  be  aelivered  in  the  like  good  order  and  eonditifm,  at  to  the  con- 
necting  Railroad,  unto  ,  qnartermaater,  or  his  aamgns, 

his  or  their  receipt  npon  this  bill  for  the  same  beong  required  to  complete  dw 
evidence  of  delivery. 

In  witness  whereof  the  agent  of  said  Railroad  hath  affirmed  to  four 

bills  of  lading,  all  of  this  tenor  and  date,  (me  of  which  being  aooomidished  tiie 
others  to  stand  void. 

Dated  at  ,  this  day  of  ,  186—. 

Agent,  KaOroad  Compamg. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  Wab  Dbpabtment, 

Bichrrumdy  Va.,  S^tiemher  25 ^  1S64. 

Maj.  Gen.  HowELL  CoBB, 

Commanding  Meserves  in  Georgia: 
General:  The  condition  of  the  currency  of  the  Confederate  Stat«* 
and  the  cupidity  of  many  of  the  producers  of  provisions  compel  the 
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militaTy  authorities  to  naort  to  imivressmeiit  as  a  means  to  provide 
for  the  Immediate  wants  of  the  Army,  and  to  accumulate  stores  for 
their  prospective  sapply.  The  authority  for  this  is  contained  in  the 
acts  of  Congress  published  in  Orders  No.  37,  of  the  series  of  1863; 
Orders  No.  30  and  Orders  No.  39,  of  the  current  series,  and  in  the 
reflations  accompanying  these  acts,  and  contained  in  these  orders. 

The  Department  regards  the  act  of  impressment  as  an  appropria- 
tion of  the  property  for  the  use  of  the  Confederacy,  and  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  owner,  his  agent,  or  bailee  to  co-operate  frankly  in  the 
measures  necessary  to  adjust  the  price  and  for  the  transfer  of  the 
property  to  the  Confederate  officers.  Congress  has  supposed  that 
there  would  be  none  so  regardless  of  his  public  duty  in  this  i>eriod  of 
calamity  and  danger  as  to  oppose  or  frustrate  these  measures.  It  has, 
however,  sometimes  happened  that  this  expectation  has  been  disap- 
pointed, and  that  concealment,  evasion,  and  clandestine  removal  of 
the  property  impressed  have  been  resorted  to  to  defeat  impressment. 

The  Department  instructs  you  that  whenever  an  ofBcer  of  one  of 
the  departments  of  supply,  who  is  authorized  to  make  impressments 
under  the  orders  of  this  Department,  shall  certify  to  you  that  a  citizen 
refuses  to  give  information  of  the  supplies  liable  to  impressment  that 
he  may  have  in  his  possession ;  that  be  conceals  or  removes  such  prop- 
erty, or  that  he  withholds  the  property  and  refuses  to  take  suitable 
measures  under  the  acts  of  Congress  and  regulations  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  price,  to  furnish  the  necessary  military  assistance,  and  to 
make  the  impressment  operative  and  effectual. 

The  Department  admonishes  you  to  see  that  the  force  employed  is 
no  iai^r  than  is  strictly  necessary;  that  the  proceeding  be  conducted 
with  ^e  caution  and  care  that  would  mark  the  execution  of  civil  proc- 
ess; that  the  owner  be  informed  and  advised  by  you  or  your  officers 
of  his  duty  and  yours  in  the  matter  intrusted  to  you,  and  that  modera- 
tion, good  temper,  and  firmness  should  characterize  your  actions  under 
this  order. 

Very  resi>ectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(Same  to  General  J.  L.  Kemper,  in  Virginia;  General  James  Ches- 
nnt,  in  South  Carolina;  General  T.  H.  Holmes,  in  North  Carolina; 
General  Withers,  in  Alabama,  and  General  Brandon,  in  Mississippi.) 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States, 

Bichmondy  Septemher  16^  IS64. 

Lieut.  Qen.  Richard  Taylor, 

Meridian,  Miss.: 

General:  By  direction  of  General  Bra^  I  herewith  inclase  unoffi- 
cial report  of  Capt.  Samuel  S.  Hfuris,  assistant  adjutant-general,  for 
your  information. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  STRANGE, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

[Inoloaim.] 

Jackson,  Miss.,  September  7, 1864. 

General  Braxton  Bragg, 

RichTnond,  Va.: 

General:  In  the  course  of  the  tour  of  inspection  made  by  Maj. 
B.  F.  Jones  and  myself  in  the  Stiit«  of  Mississippi  many  facts  relating 
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to  the  condition  of  this  portion  of  the  country  have  presented  them- 
Helves  and  are  of  sufficient  importance,  I  think,  to  merit  your  particu- 
lar attention.  In  pursuance  of  your  verbal  instractions  given  to  me 
at  Montgomery  I  respectfully  ask  leave  to  lay  them  before  yon  in  an 
unofficial  communication. 

The  condition  of  Mississippi  is  truly  deplorable  in  many  respects, 
and  the  necessity  for  radical  and  thorough  reforms  in  the  administra- 
tion of  military  affairs  has  everywhere  suggested  itself.  The  mass  of 
the  people  are  corrupted  and  demoralized,  and  in  those  r^ions  of  the 
State  which  lie  contiguous  to  the  enemy  the  disgraceful  fact  of  subjuga- 
tion is  almost  completed.  In  addition  to  this  I  believe  that  the  admin- 
istration of  military  affairs  in  some  portions  of  the  State  has  been 
unfortunate  and  little  calculated  to  repress  the  growing  evils  which 
abound  everywhere.  The  causes  of  the  demoralization  of  the  people 
are  few  and  simple,  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  they  have  been  singu- 
larly effective.  Of  the  natural  and  unavoidable  discouragement  pro- 
duced by  the  presence  of  the  enemy  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  at 
home  I  shall  say  nothing.  The  chief  cause  of  the  present  condition  of 
the  State,  however,  is  the  irregular  and  unlawful  traffic  with  the  enemy 
that  has  subsisted  for  many  months  and  that  still  goes  on  with  undi- 
minished vigor.'  There  are  few  persons  along  our  military  frontier 
who  have  not  sold  cotton  to  the  enemy.  Part  of  this  cotton  trade  has 
been  authorized  by  the  Government  under  various  contracts.  Of  the 
gross  evils  that  have  grown  out  of  these  I  need  not  speak,  as  Major 
Jones  has  already  enlarged  upon  them. 

Another  branch  of  this  cotton  trade  has  been  carried  on  under 
authority  from  department  and  district  commanders,  which  I  believe 
to  have  been  wholly  unauthorized  by  the  authorities  at  Richmond. 
For  instance,  Colonel  Goodman,  of  this  State,  now  holds  a  contract 
entered  into  between  himself  and  Lieut.  Gen.  S.  D.  Lee,  the  terms  of 
which  grant  Goodman  the  right  to  use  Government  cotton  in  exchange 
for  supplies.  There  are  others  of  the  same  character  approved  and 
authorized  by  department  headquarters. 

District  commanders  have  also  taken  part  in  this  all-engrosRing 
matter.  During  a  long  interview  which  I  had  yesterday  with  Brig 
Gen.  Wirt  Adams  I  was  informed  by  him  that  he  had  entered  into  a 
contract  with  one  J.  J.  Smylie  to  procure  certain  supplies  for  his  own 
command.  General  Adams  believes  that  he  has  competent  authority 
for  this.  In  this  I  believe  he  is  mistaken.  His  only  authority,  1 
think,  has  emanated  from  department  headquarters.  I  need  not  sug- 
gest the  impropriety  of  allowing  such  contracts  to  continue.  They 
demoralize  the  people,  and  what  is  worse  still  the  army,  too,  and 
produce  no  results  beneficial  to  the  cause. 

General  Adams  has  granted  to  a  few  individuals  in  his  district  per- 
mission to  carry  private  cotton  through  the  lines  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  supplies.  The  object  of  General  Adams  was  undoubtedly 
a  humane  one  and  his  motives  have  been  pure,  I  do  not  doubt;  but 
the  evils  that  result  from  such  a  course  are  pernicious  in  the  extreme. 
The  dignity  and  character  of  our  officers  and  army  have  been  grossly 
detracted  from  by  rumors  of  corruption,  and  the  granting  of  every 
permit  of  this  character  has  encouraged  aH  kinds  of  injurious  reports 
and  slanders  to  be  propagated  and  believed.  As  a  natural  consequence 
the  unauthorized  sale  of  cotton  to  the  enemy  has  been  greatly  encour- 
aged, few  citizens  hesitating  to  assume  a  privilege  which  they  conceive 
to  have  been  granted  by  favoritism  to  a  few.  In  regard  to  these 
irregular  and  unauthorized  transa<>tions  with  the  enemy,  and  also  in 
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relation  to  irregnlar  permits  granted  by  General  Adams,  I  have  the 
h<»ior  to  refer  yoa  to  the  inclosed  papers,  marked  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4. 
They  are  the  only  evidence  that  is  attainable  and  are  entitled  to  con- 
sideration. They  certainly  prove  this  fact,  if  no  more,  that  the 
administration  of  affairs  here  has  not  been  -of  such  a  nature  as  to 
escape  animadversion  and  even  suspicion.  For  these  reasons  I 
respectfully  recommend  that  such  instructions  be  issued  to  depart- 
ment and  district  commanders  as  will  prohibit  them  from  authorizing 
any  kind  of  intercourse  with  the  enemy  that  is  not  specially  antiiorized 
by  the  authorities  at  Richmond. 

The  opinion  is  widely  spread,  even  among  military  men,  that  gross 
and  criminal  collusion  exists  between  some  of  these  contractors  and 
cotton  agents  and  the  Yankee  authorities,  and  that  most  of  the  raids 
made  by  the  enemy  in  this  portion  of  the  State  are  made  for  the  spe- 
cific purpose  of  carrying  on  the  cotton  which  said  oontractors,  Ac, 
have  placed  at  convenient  places  along  their  ronte.  In  illustration 
of  this  General  Adams  told  me  of  a  case,  the  facts  of  which  are 
these: 

Some  soirdisant  French  citizens  at  Yazoo  City  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  Lieutenant-General  Lee  to  furnish  certain  supplies  in 
exchange  for  cotton.  One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  bales  of  this  cot- 
ton were  sent  to  Yazoo  City  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  supplies  that 
were  due  on  a  certain  day.  On  the  very  day  on  which  these  supplies 
were  to  have  reached  Yazoo  City  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  moved  out 
to  that  point  with  the  evident  purpose  of  seizing  the  cotton,  and  this  was 
done  at  the  instigation  of  the  above-named  French  contractors,  who 
boasted  that  they  would  thus  get  the  cotton  without  the  necessity  of 
paying  for  it.  Fortunately  the  cotton  was  destroyed  by  General 
Adams.  There  is  no  donbt,  however,  that  the  same  thing  has  often 
been  done  in  the  State,  and  many  times,  with  entire  success. 

It  may  be  asked  why  the  s^tem  of  unauthorized  blockade-running, 
already  alluded  to,  has  not  been  suppressed  by  the  military  authorities. 
The  main  reason  I  believe  to  be  this:  Along  our  lines  there  are  many 
companies  of  "independent  scouts,"  who  have  occupied  their  present 
positions  and  dischai^ed  their  present  duties  so  long  that  they  have 
become  notoriously  corrupt  and  inefficient.  They  have  their  price, 
and  the  blockade-mnners  know  well  how  to  pay  it.  "A  pair  of 
boots  and  a  bottle  of  whisky "  will  scarcely  ever  fail,  I  am  informed,  to 
secure  a  passage  for  a  load  of  cotton  through  the  lines.  Nor  does 
this  apply  to  *  *  indei)endent  scouts  "  alone.  The  practice  of  detaching 
companies  of  cavalry  and  keeping  them  on  duty  along  the  line  as 
scouts  for  a  long  time  is  productive  of  precisely  the  same  results.  In 
relation  to  this  I  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  the  inclosed 
papers. 

In  view  of  these  evils — and  I  cannot  overdraw  them — I  respectfully 
suggest  that  all  companies  of  "independent  scouts"  be  abrogated, 
and  that  these  commands  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing  as  other 
commands  in  the  field,  and  that  in  future  commanding  officers  be 
required  to  change  the  scouts  and  pickets  in  their  front  at  least  once 
in  every  two  weeks,  making  regular  details  for  the  purpose. 

The  effects  of  this  cotton  trade  with  the  enemy  can  hardly  be  esti- 
mated or  understood  by  one  who  has  not  witnessed  them.  The  fact 
is  that  cotton,  instead  of  contributing  to  our  strength,  has  been  the 
greatest  element  of  our  weakness  here.  Yankee  gold  is  fast  accom- 
plishing what  Yankee  arms  could  never  achieve— the  subjugation  of 
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this  people.  I  seriously  believe  that  we  would  have  been  far  better 
off  to-d&y  if  all  the  cotton  in  this  department  had  been  destroyed  two 
years  ago,  and  it  may  yet  bo  necessary  for  our  authorities  to  illustrate 
their  determination  to  prosecute  to  a  successful  termination  this  war 
for  our  independence,  by  applying  the  torch  to  all  the  cotton  that 
remains.  Many  complaints  from  officers  and  others  have  reached  me 
of  what  is  termed  the  culpable  misconduct  of  some  of  Mr.  De  Bow's 
agents  in  this  State.  This  "Cotton  Loan  Agency"  has  been  a  mam- 
moth afifair  in  this  State,  and  many  abuses  and  corruptions  may  have 
existed  without  tho  knowledge  of  its  chief,  Mr.  De  Bow,  I  respect- 
fully recommend  that  a  thorough  inspection  and  investigation  of  all 
its  operations  be  ordered  by  you. 

I  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  many  of  the 
military  posts  in  this  department.  Most  of  the  post  commanders  that 
I  have  visited  have  been  badly  instructed  in  the  duties  of  their  posi- 
tions, because  the  orders  and  instructions  intended  for  their  govern- 
ance are  rarely  or  never  sent  to  them  from  department  headquarters. 
I  have  visited  many  of  these  officers  who  have  never  received  or  seen 
a  single  order  from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Generars  Office,  and 
are  consequently  entirely  ignorant  of  the  many  important  duties 
enjoined  therein.  It  would  seem  from  this  that  great  negligence 
exists  somewhere.  '  I  am  forced  to  the  conviction  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  department  has  hitherto  been  exceedingly  loose  and 
inefficient.  An  active,  energetic,  and  efficient  department  commander 
is  greatly  needed  to  bring  order  oat  of  chaos  and  to  inf nse  life  and 
vigor  into  the  routine  of  department  business.  Such  an  officer,  unen- 
cumbered for  a  time  at  least  by  all  merely  local  duties,  might  soon 
rescue  a  prodnctive  and  important  portion  of  the  Confederacy  from 
the  many  abuses  which  now  oppress  and  injure  it. 

In  conclusion  of  this  report  and  at  the  conclusion,  too,  of  our  duties 
in  this  State,  I  trust  that  the  considerations  which  are  urged  below  will 
not  be  considered  superfluous  and  impertinent.  In  a  department  like 
this  the  duties  of  an  inspector  are  not  only  great,  but  continuous.  In 
order  to  accomplish  the  results  desired  his  inspections  should  not  only 
be  minute,  but  should  be  repeated  at  interval  in  order  to  insure  the 
suppression  of  evils.  In  fact,  the  presence  of  an  inspector  is  neces- 
sary almost  all  the  time.  The  many  reasons  which  support  this  will 
suggest  themselves  at  once  to  you.  In  view  of  this  I  respectfully 
suggest  that  a  permanent  inspector  or  inspectors  be  assigned  to  a  cer- 
tain geographical  or  military  district,  composed  of  not  more  than  two 
States,  ^hose  duty  it  shall  be  to  accomplish  such  inspections  as  you 
may  direct  under  such  instructions  and  discretion  as  you  may  see  fit 
to  intrust.  The  many  contracts  in  this  department,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  the  quartermaster's  and  subsistence  departments  in  the  States 
of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  demand  the  constant  presence  of  an  active 
and  enei^etic  inspector  at  all  times.  If  such  a  view  meets  your  appro- 
bation, I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  recommend  Maj.  B.  F.  Jones  for 
that  duty.  It  is  but  an  act  of  simple  justice  for  me  to  give  my  official 
testimony  to  the  singular  fidelity  and  efficiency  with  which  he  has  d^ 
charged  his  duties  on  this  tour  of  inspection. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  S.  HARRIS, 
Captain  and  Assiska^  A^ffuUmi-GeneraL 


Digitized  by 


CONFEDERATE  ADTH0BITIB8. 


649 


[Cub-lnclosnn  Uo.  1.] 

Eactractfrom  report  of  provost-marshal  at  Raymond  for  the  month  of 

August,  1864. 

•  «  «  «  •  *  • 

There  is  a  considerable  trade  going  on  between  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try and  Vicksburg.  Blockade-runners  still  continue  to  carry  through 
cotton  to  that  place.  The  scouts  on  Big  Black  are  apparently  very 
inefficient  in  the  checking  of  illicit  trade  with  the  enemy. 

Captain  Martin  commands  the  line  from  Messinger'a  Ferry  to  Grand 
Gulf,  and  a  great  many  think  that  blockade-running  is  winked  at  by 
him,  and  everybody  complains  of  him  and  blames  General  Adams  for 
continuing  him  in  command,  accounting  for  his  supposed  leniency 
toward  Captain  Martin  on  the  grounds  that  he  is  General  Adams' 
nephew.  Be  that  as  it  may,  cotton  continues  to  go  through  the  lines. 
Several  lots  have  passed  through  upon  General  Adams*  passes.  One 
of  140  bales  for  the  asylum,  another  for  Government  of  seventy 
l^ales,  and  a  man  named  Boone  took  through  seven  or  eight  loads,  sup- 
posed to  be  on  his  own  account,  about  the  1st  of  the  present  month. 
Citizens  carry  cotton  into  Vicksburg  occasionally,  whether  with  or 
without  his  pass  am  unable  to  say,  but  they  are  generally  termed 
*'  Adams*  pets." 

Our  scouts  soon  become  demoralized.  In  many  instances  the  prom- 
ise of  a  hat  or  pair  of  new  boots  is  a  sufficient  bribe  to  buy  their  iwr- 
mission  to  pass  cotton  or  anything  else  through  the  lines.  Time  to 
make  the  acquaintance  of  the  scouts  seems  to  be  all  that  blockade- 
runners  reqtiire. 

W.  II.  OLDHAM, 
Captain  and  Provost-Marshal. 

[Snb-inclMon  No.  3.] 

Enroling  Office,  Hinds  County, 

Jacksortj  Miss.,  August  9,  I864. 

Maj.  M.  F.  Bbbrt, 

Enrolling  Officer^  6th  Conscription  Dist.,  Enterprise,  Miss.: 

Major;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  in 
regard  to  R.  L.  Boone,  whose  application  for  exemption  I  forwarded 
to  your  headquarters  yesterday,  with  the  statement  that  the  appli- 
cant would  be  sent  forward :  Yesterday  evening  I  had  Boone  notified 
that  he  must  report  at  this  office  this  morning  prepared  to  go  to 
Enterprise,  and  gave  my  guard  instructions  to  arrest  him  if  he  failed 
to  comply.  (This  was  before  I  received  your  telegram  of  yesterday.) 
During  the  night  or  this  morning  Boone  started  to  the  enemy's  lines,  or 
Vicksburg,  with  sixteen  bales  of  cotton.  When  my  guard  arrested  him 
he  produced  a  permit  from  General  Wirt  Adams,  granted  under  author- 
ity of  Secretary  of  War,  to  carry  to  and  exchange  with  the  enemy  some 
thirty  bales  of  cotton  for  ba^ng  rope  and  stationery,  and  also  pro- 
duced permission  to  pass  all  guards  and  pickets  unmolested.  My 
guards,  thinking  they  were  obliged  to  obey  this  order  from  General 
Adams,  allowed  Boone  to  pass,  and  I  presume  that  he  has  gone  on  to 
Big  Black  or  Vicksburg. 

This  will  show  why  Boone  has  not  been  sent  to  Enterprise. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JO.  H.  MILLER, 
Enrolling  O^cerj  Hinds  CowrUy. 
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[flab-lnolonin  Ko.  3.] 

July  28,  1864. 

I  learned  this  evening  from  reliable  sources  that  Captain  Martin, 
commanding  the  line  from  Messinger's  Ferry  to  Grand  Gulf,  has  been 
and  is  at  this  time  allowing  cotton  to  be  carried  into  the  enemy's  lines. 
Furthermore,  I  learned  that  Captain  Martin  himself  had  been  trans- 
porting cotton  across  Black  lines  for  the  purpose  of  trading  with  the 
enemy. 

For  evidence  you  will  apply  to  J.  D.  Goodwin,  Auburn,  Hinds 

County,  Miss.   

B.  S.  WHITE, 
lAeitienantt  Commanding  Scouis. 

[Sab-fnokwnre  No.  i.] 

Post  Canton,  Miss.,  August  I864. 

Captain  Harbis, 

Inspector : 

Captain:  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  about  blockade-running  I  will 
state:  On  or  about  May  20  I  seized  a  wagon  loaded  with  cotton  bound 
for  Yicksburg.  On  examination  I  found  the  parties  in  possession  of 
pajHTs  signed  by  Brig.  Gen.  Wirt  Adams,  allowing  them  the  privilege 
of  carrying  the  cotton  to  Vicfcsburg.  I  at  once  presented  the  said 
papers  to  General  Adams  to  know  If  they  were  correct.  He  replied 
that  they  were  and  ordered  me  to  release  them. 

In  regard  to  A,  D.  Sheldon,  he  is  at  this  time  absent  and  I  cannot 
furnish  you  with  a  copy  of  his  orders.  Inclosed  you  will  find  state- 
ment of  Lieutenant  Chilton,  enrolling  officer  for  this  county,  which, 
in  my  opinion,  is  entirely  correct.* 

I  most  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  scouts 
in  our  immediate  front.  They  are  badly  demontliEed,  to  say  the  least 
of  them.  Citizens  report  to  me  daily  that  they  can  go  into  enemy's 
lines  at  the  expense  of  a  bottle  of  whisky  or  a  pair  of  boots.  To  my 
certain  knowledge  their  outfit  consists  m(»tly  of  blockade  goods.  I 
am  not  able  to  account  for  this  unless  they  trade  directly  with  the 
enemy  or  through  the  citizens.  This  being  the  case,  I  think  a  change 
of  scouts  would  be  very  beneficial  and  aid  greatly  in  suppressing  trad- 
ing with  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  ARCHER, 
Captaifiy  Commanding  Post. 

rSnb-huloaare  XTa  5.] 

District  Enrolling  Office, 

Canifm,  Augv^  £2^  1864. 

Capt.  J.  JS.  Archer, 

Coimnanding  Pasty  Canton,  Miss.: 

Captain:  Owing  to  the  growing  evil  in  this  district  of  blockade- 
running  and  the  consequent  demoralization  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  few  instances  in  which  such  parties  are  brought  before  the  author- 
ities, it  is  thought  that  the  scouts,  whose  duty  it  is  to  guard  against 
such  violations  of  the  law,  must  have  become  to  a  great  extent  demo^ 
alized  and  particeps  criminis  with  the  persons  engaged  in  unlawful 
trade  with  the  enemy. 

As  an  officer  of  the  Confederate  Government  desirous  of  seeing  this 
evil  checked,  I  would  suggest  that  the  scouts  now  serving  here  be 

*  See  sub-ind'wir-    \  r  .  i>.  651. 
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r«moved  at  least  once  a  month,  and  in  this  connection  I  would  state 
"bhat  I  am  organizing  a  company  from  men  between  forty-five  and 
fifty  years  of  age,  of  planters  loyal  and  true  to  the  Government,  who 
a.re  willing  to  mount  and  equip  themselves  and  to  perform  police  in 
Addition  to  conscript  duty  in  the  Yazoo  Valley. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  through  you  that  this  company  be 
£i.8si^ed  to  this  service,  as  I  am  fully  satisfied  from  the  character  of 
tvhe  men  composing  it  that  they  would  in  all  instances  execute  a  rigid 
enforcement  of  the  law  without  favor  to  any  one,  and  thus  to  some 
extent  secure  the  end  so  much  desired. 

I  fun,  captain,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  UPTON, 

3fG^*.  and  Dist.  Mir.  Officer,  Comdg.  Fifth  DisL  of  Mississippi. 

[nidorsemeiit.] 

Hkadquabtees  Post, 

Canton,  August  22,  1864. 

Approved. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  Captain  Harris,  special  inspector  for 
Department  of  Mississippi,  Alabama,  and.  East  Louisiana,  and  atten- 
tion asked  to  within  statement  of  facts  in  connection  with  report  from 
this  office. 

J.  N.  ARCHER, 

Captain,  Commanding  Po9t 

[Sab-incloanro  No.  9.) 

District  Enrolling  Office, 

Canton,  August  22,  I864. 

Capt.  J.  N.  Archer, 

Commanding  Post,  Canton,  Miss.: 

Captain  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  in  case  of  A.  D. 
Sheldon,  a  citizen  of  this  place  and  an  employe  of  the  Mississippi 
Central  Railroad: 

tJpon  assuming  the  duties  of  enrolling  officer  at  this  place  in  April 
last  I  immediately  inspected  his  papers,  in  order  to  determine  his 
status,  and  was  informed  that  he  was  an  employe  on  the  Mississippi 
Central  Railroad,  running  from  this  place  to  Grenada,  and  that  he  was 
not  then  actually  engaged  on  the  railroad,  being  employed  in  carrying 
out  a  contract  made  by  Colonel  Goodman,  president  of  tlie  Mississippi 
Central  Railroad,  with  the  Confederate  States  of  America  for  thepur- 
poBe  of  bringing  out  goods  from  the  enemy's  lines  in  exchange  for  cotton, 
and  exhibited  to  me  a  pass  from  Maj.  Gen.  S.  D.  Lee,  approved  by  Gen- 
eral Wirt  Adams,  instructing  all  guards  and  pickets  pass  him  through 
our  lines  at  all  times  until  further  orders,  a  copy  of  which  is  at  this  time 
impracticable  to  furnish,  said  A.  D.  Sheldon  being  absent. 

I  wrote  to  Colonel  Goodman,  the  president  of  the  railroad,  in  order 
to  satisfy  myself  more  fully  as  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  state- 
ments, and  in  a  subsequent  conversation  had  with  him  they  were  f  nlly 
sustained. 

Mr.  Sheldon  was  reported  through  this  office,  in  conformance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  law,  on  the  monthly  reports  of  the  railroad 
made  to  the  commandant  for  Mississippi,  and  now  holds  his  exemp- 
tion papers  as  an  employ^  of  aforesaid  road. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

C.  N.  CHILTON, 
Lieutenant  and  Enrdling  Officer, 
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Columbia,  8epteml>er  7.5,  im^ 


[President  Jefferson  Davis:] 

SiB:  The  circumHtances  of  our  present  political  condition  wiil  be 
the  apology  for  this  letter.  A  few  moments  will  be  as  mach  of  yonr 
time  as  I  will  consume,  I  am  snre,  because  I  write  upon  the  best 
authority  that  a  revocation  or  modification  of  the  prraent  details  with 
the  reserve  forces  of  this  State  wonid  put  into  the  field  from  8,000  to 
10,000  men.  I  have  the  like  authority  for  the  belief  that  a  propor- 
tionately larger  force  from  the  same  sources  in  (Tcorgia  and  North  Caro- 
lina could  be  easily  brought  into  the  field.  The  three  States  undoubt- 
edly could  thus  put.  into  the  field  from  20,000  to  30,000  men.  If  to 
these  will  Ixs  added  such  forces  as  could  be  brought  from  Alabanut 
and  Mississippi,  an  army  is  at  once  created — an  army  which,  with 
great  deference  to  your  better  judgment,  operating  in  and  upon  the 
rear  of  General  Sherman,  would  yvipe  out  the  disaster  of  the  loss  of 
Atlanta  in  the  glory  of  its  recovery.  These  troops,  finding  a  point  of 
convergence  sufficiently  in  the  rear  of  General  Sherman,  so  that  their 
junction  would  be  certain,  might  thus,  with  tlie  army  of  General  Hood 
in  his  front,  convert  the  captor  into  the  captive,  and  be  the  crown- 
ing triumph  of  a  campaign  which  but  for  the  disasters  in  G«oi^a 
would  have  been  tn  all  respects  as  remarkable  as  has  ever  b^n 
recorded. 

It  would  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  write  to  you  of  this,  concerning 
which  you  are  better  informed  than  I  can  be,  but  it  is  of  another 
matter  connected  with  it,  and  of  which  I  venture  to  make  a  sugges- 
tion. Such  a  movement  as  has  been  indicated  would  be  assisted  by 
the  people  of  the  States  not  included  in  the  lists  of  detailed  men  or 
of  the  reserve  force.  I  feel  sure  that  concurrently  with  this  the 
spirit  of  the  people,  in  many  places  diverted  if  not  downcast, 
could  be  vitalized  and  awakened;  that  their  temper  in  some  places, 
not  sustained  at  the  high  point  it  reached  in  the  commencement  of  i 
our  contest,  could  be  brought  back  to  what  it  was  and  an  enthusiasm 
as  deep  and  strong  as  that  which  introduced  our  revolution  be  now 
excited,  and  which  when  so  excited  would  hasten  it  to  a  victorloos 
conclusion.  I  believe  that  the  difficulties  which  surround  us  could 
be  converted  into  sources  of  strength  and  our  dangers  become  the 
weapons  of  our  deliverance.  I  have  adverted  to  the  temper  (it  may 
seem  the  indifiference)  which  will  be  found  with  some,  perhaps  witi 
many,  and  you  may  ask  me  how  it  is  intended  to  overcome  this  moral 
atrophy.  I  am  not  apt  to  be  seduced  by  an  oversanguine  expectation, 
but  of  this  I  am  sure — with  such  an  organization  as  has  been  referred 
to  and  a  knowledge  of  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  intended,  with  the 
fact  that  they  who  were  not  bound  to  military  service  and  would 
become  united  in  this  movement  would  not  be  required  for  the  exe- 
cution of  the  plan  to  be  in  the  field  for  more  than  sixty  or  ninety  days, 
it  would  be  easy  to  excite  and  move  large  bodies  of  our  people  into 
this  enterprise.  It  would  bo  recognized  as  a  campaign  in  which  there 
would  be  no  exemption,  because  there  would  be  no  compulsion — in 
which  there  should  be  no  exemption,  because  they  who  were  entitled 
to  the  exemption  would  discard  it.  We  can  preach  the  enterprise  as 
they  preached  the  crusade.  We  can  preach  the  expulsion  of  the  foe 
as  we  preached  the  disruption  of  the  Union.  I  know  those  who  will 
take  up  the  torch  and  bear  it,  and  I  am  sure  that  with  the  spirit 
which  animates  them  their  success  will  be  certain.  They  will  accept 
it  as  a  holy  calling,  will  suspend  their  duties  and  avocations,  and  1 
know  will  rouse  themselves  to  a  temper  which  will  move  th^n  wi& 
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irresistible  force  upon  their  invaders.  It  is  easy  to  show  all  that  an 
enterprise  full  of  glory  is  also  most  conducive  to  our  prosperity,  and 
that  a  few  hours  of  danger  would  gain  a  lifetime  of  security.  If  the 
movement  required  the  complete  suspension  of  all  details,  it  would 
as  if  the  occasion  would  more  than  justify  it.  But  it  need  not 
be  so.  It  would  not  be  so.  A  portion  of  the  detailed  force,  the  least 
useful  in  the  field,  might  be  left.  And  who  would  weigh  the  conse- 
ineuces  ot  a  partial  suspension  of  the  operations  of  these  details  with 
}he  advantage  which  would  result  from  placing  them  in  the  field  and 
voiding  them  together  in  one  compact  mass,  giving  life  and  hope  to 
ihe  army  of  General  Hood,  sustaining  the  cause  of  the  Confederacy 
Kith  this  gallant,  if  sorely  pressed,  army,  and  with  it  a  general  who 
ffill  fall  unless  he  can  retrieve  his  losses,  which  the  popular  judgment 
mil  ever  confound  with  his  faults. 

I  will  not  venture  to  press  the  matter  further  than  to  say  that  for 
ts  successful  achievement  it  requires  one  whose  skill  and  ability  are 
icknowledged,  and  that  the  extent  of  the  draft  upon  the  detail  should 
36  left  to  the  sound  discretion  of  the  officers  to  whose  hands  the 
novement  is  committed. 

With  great  respect,  yonr  obedient  servant, 


Colonel:  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  are 
vithout  fifteen  days'  supply  of  meat  in  this  city  for  the  subsistence  of 
General  Lee's  army  and  other  troops,  employes,  <fec.,  dependent  upon 
is;  nor  have  we  an  accumulation  in  any  of  the  States  upon  which  to 
iraw  in  the  future.  Tho  collection  of  meat  from  all  sources  during 
,be  past  thirty  days  would  not  subsist  the  Army  of  Northern  Vii^nia 
'or  one  week,  the  operations  of  the  department  having  been  seri- 
)U8ly  interfered  with  from  the  want  of  adequate  means  with  which  to 
purchase,  liquidate  accrued  indebtedness,  and  thus  restore  public 
ionfidence,  so  seriously  impaired  in  many  sections  of  the  Confederacy 
TOm  our -past  Inability  to  comply  with  obligations  and  from  the  finan- 
cial policy  heretofore  pursued. 

The  impressment  act  has  signally  failed  in  affording  the  relief  that 
jvaa  anticipated,  simply  because  payment  is  required  to  be  made  when 
;he  law  is  enforced,  a  clause  which  practically  nullifies  it,  since  our 
•estricted  means  will  not  enable  us  to  oifer  currency,  and  the  mass  of 
.he  people  refuse  to  accept  the  6  per  cent,  certificates  and  non-taxable 
x)nds,  although  our  officers  have  been  instructed  to  make  every 
jffort.  to  induce  their  acceptance,  believing  it  obligatory  upon  us  to 
lid  the  Treasury  in  every  practicable  way.  In  all  the  States  impress- 
nents  are  evaded  by  every  means  which  ingenuity  can  suggest,  and 
n  some  openly  resisted.  In  North  Carolina  our  receipts  are  insig- 
lificant,  and  in  Georgia  and  Alabama  we  are  unable  to  purchase 
;om  for  want  of  money,  which  necessitates  the  oonsumption  of  our 
imited  stock  of  flour,  so  desirable  to  preserve  for  active  campaign- 
ng.  In  Virginia  the  meat  supply  has  been  exhausted,  but  It  is 
jelieved  that  considerable  cattle  and  bacon  are  yet  to  be  had  in 
Borgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  provided  the  necessary  funds  are 
it  our  command. 


A.  G.  MAGRATH. 


:k>l.  L.  B.  NOKTHROP, 

Commvisary-  General : 


Bureau  of  Subsistence, 
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Within  thirty  days  the  Army  of  Tennessee  will  have  consumed  tfc 
present  supply  of  meat.  Our  ofBcers  in  all  of  the  States  are  fuUv  j 
alive  to  the  interests  of  the  department,  but  the  difficulties  which  | 
beset  them  are  insurmountable,  and  must  receive  due  consideratwn  | 
in  connection  with  the  present  condition  of  the  commissariat.  I 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  FRENCH, 
Mc^or  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


Circular  1  Confederate  States  of  America, 

>    War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

No.  32.    )  Richmond^  Fix.,  September  16,  2^4. 

The  following  rules  are  adopted  for  the  payment  of  the  extra  com 
pensation  to  detailed  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  th 
Amy  and  of  conscripts  in  the  service  of  this  Bureau  at  all  points  om 
of  Richmond:  1 

I.  All  such  detailed  men  will  receive  their  regular  pay,  rations,  and 
other  allowances  as  if  actually  on  field  duty.  1 

II.  In  addition  to  their  pay,  &c.,  each  detailed  man  shall  receive 
•l  per  day  as  extra-duty  pay  proper,  to  be  paid  for  each  day  of  such 
extra-duty  labor.  I 

III.  Ah  extra  compensation  for  extraordinary  skill,  labor,  and 
industry  on  the  part  of  any  detailed  man,  there  shall  be  paid  for  each 
day  on  which  service  is  actually  rendered  as  follows:  For  first-class 
clerks,  12  per  day;  for  second-class  clerks,  $1  per  day.  Providtni. 
that  when  any  detailed  clerk  receives  his  allowances  in  kind  (asai 
hospitals),  he  shall  be  paid  only  25  cents  per  day  and  no  more,  eitiier 
as  extra-duty  pay  proper  or  otherwise. 

rv.  In  case  of  a  detailed  man  being  employed  as  a  mechanic,  he 
shall  be  paid  such  extra  compensation  for  extraordinary  skill,  labor, 
and  industry  as  may  be  allowed  to  detailed  men  similarly  employed 
in  the  quai-termaster's  department  at  the  same  place,  or  the  nearest 
post  thereto,  and  which  may  be  fixed  under  General  Orders,  No.  66, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  current  series. 

y.  Commutation  to  detailed  men  or  conscripts  before  assignment 
will  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  $20  per  month  in  lien  of  bM  allowances 
for  fuel,  quarters,  and  straw. 

VI.  These  rates  are  to  take  effect  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of 
August,  1864. 

By  oxder  of  Brigadier-General  Preston,  superintendent: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
AssistarU  Ai^jutant-OeneraL 


Headquarters  Reserve  Forces  of  Virginia, 

Richmond^  September  I6y  186i. 

G«neral  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  xnnster-rolk 
of  t^e  reserve  forces  of  Virginia  which  have  been  organized  up  to 
this  time.  The  muster-rolls  contain  the  names  of  13,072  officers  and 
men.  They  show  that  the  reserve  forces  of  Virginia,  already  organ- 
ized, are  (iomposed  of  144  companies,  averaging  90  men  to  the  com- 
pany.   They  are  already  divided  into  five  brij^es  under  temporal; 
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brigade  commanders,  embracing  nineteen  regiments  and  battalions, 
besides  detached  companies.  These  brigades  have  an  averse  of 
2,600  men  each. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 


Confederate  States  op  America,  Dept.  of  Justice, 

Richmond^  Fo.,  September  16^  IS64. 

Governor  Z.  B.  Vance, 


Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  Ist  instant  reached  here  dnring  my 
absence  on  a  brief  visit  to  North  Carolina,  whence  I  returned  only 
yesterday.  I  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  reply.  I  do 
not  understand  your  letter  as  asking  of  rae  an  official  opinion  as  to 
the  legality  of  the  t>osition  assumed  by  the  War  Department  assert- 
ing the  right  of  the  President  and  denying  that  of  the  Governor  to 
appoint  the  officers  of  the  regiments  known  as  the  "State  troops"  of 
North  Carolina.  Indeed,  under  the  law  and  the  uniform  practice  of 
this  Department  I  am  forbidden  to  give  such  an  opinion  except  upon 
the  requirement  of  the  President  or  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  must 
therefore  eont-ent  myself  with  explaining  to  you  that  view  of  the  law 
which  has  governed  the  War  Department  in  its  late  action.  You  are 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  right  of  the  President  to  appoint  the 
officers  of  these  troops  is  claimed  under  the  conscription  acts,  or 
either  of  them.  It  is  derived  from  a  higher  source,  and  is  considered 
not  as  a  right  simply,  but  as  an  imperative  duty. 

I  have  not  examined  particularly  into  the  history  of  these  require- 
ments, but  am  informed  at  the  Adjutant-General's  Office  that  they 
were  received  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  under  the 
general  authority  of  the  act  "To  make  further  provisions  for  the 
public  defense,"  approved  11th  of  May,  1861.  The  Constitution 
recognizes  but  two  classes  of  troops  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate 
States,  to  wit,  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  and  the  militia. 
The  appointment  of  the  officers  of  the  latter  is  reserved  to  the  States; 
but  the  officers  of  "the  Army,"  like  all  other  officers  of  the  Confed- 
erate Government,  are  required  to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  This  difference  in  the  mode 
of  appointing  officers  gave  rise  early  in  the  war  to  a  very  important 
question — that  is,  in  which  of  these  two  classes  are  volunteers  and 
troops  furnished  by  the  different  States  to  be  embraced. 

In  August,  1861,  Mr.  Benjamin,  then  Attorney-General,  gave  an  offi- 
cial opinion  that  troops  fnmished  by  the  States  ux>on  a  requisition  of 
the  Confederate  Government  were  militia  and  their  officers  were  to 
be  appointed  under  the  State  laws.  Under  the  authority  of  this 
opinion  and  the  belief  that  it  covered  the  case  of  the  North  Carolina 
State  troops,  the  appointment  of  the  officers  of  those  troops  was 
yielded  to  the  Governor. 

In  August,  1862,  the  case  of  troops  raised  and  oi^nized  under  the 
State  laws  and  received  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States 
under  the  said  act  of  11th  of  May,  1861,  was  presented  to  Mr.  Attor- 
ney-General Watts  for  his  opinion  and  he  declared,  officially,  that 
sach  troops  are  a  part  of  "the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States,"  and 
all  vacancies  among  their  officers  are  to  be  filled  by  appointment  of 
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the  President,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate.  I  send  you  a  copy  of 
so  much  of  the  opinion  as  relates  to  this  point. 

This  view  of  the  law,  declared  in  this  opinion,  has  been  adopted  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  upon  the  case  of  vacancies  in  the  North  Carolina 
State  troops  being  directly  presented  to  him.  He  feels  that  he  is 
imperatively  bound  by  the  Constitution  that  the  appointments  should 
be  made  by  the  President,  and  that  he  has  no  discretion  any  longer 
to  acquiesce  in  an  arrangement  made  by  his  predecessor  under  what 
he  believes  and  what  has  since  been  declared  to  be  an  erroneous  con- 
struction of  the  law. 

This  brief  synopsis,  with  the  copy  of  Mr.  Watts'  opinion,  will  ad- 
vise you  of  the  reasons  by  which  the  War  Department  has  been  gov- 
erned and  enable  you  to  judge  of  their  validity.  I  express  no  opinion 
myself,  being,  as  I  have  said,  precluded  from  so  doing  by  the  rules  of 
my  office. 

Very  respectfulljs  yours,  Ac., 


Assuming  that  these  regiments  and  legion  were  received  into  the 
Confederal  service  under  the  act  of  the  11th  of  May,  1861,  as  organ- 
ized bodies,  the  que.stion  is  still,  how  are  vacancies  in  the  offices  to  be 
filled?  This  act  expi-essly  declares  that  volunteer  forces  accepted 
under  it  shall  be  organized  in  accordance  with  and  subject  to  all  the 
provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  public 
defense."  The  fifth  section  of  the  latter  act  declares  that  the  officers 
of  companies,  squadrons,  battalions,  and  regiments  "shiUl  be 
appointed  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law  in  the  several  States  to 
which  they  shall  severally  belong,  but  when  inspected,  mustered,  and 
received  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  said  troops  shall 
be  regarded  in  all  respects  as  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States,  according  to  the  terras  of  their  respective  enlistments." 

It  is  distinctly  declared  that  the  appointment  of  the  officers  of  com- 
panies, squadrons,  battalions,  and  regiments  shall  be  according  to  the 
law  of  the  States  from  which  they  come.  This  may  weU  be  done  if 
"in  raising  armies"  Congress  can  constitutionally  authorize  the 
reception  of  organized  companies,  battalions,  and  regiments  as  well 
as  the  enlistment  of  single  individuals.  As  Congress  is  unrestricted 
in  this  respect  in  the  mode  of  raising  armies,  I  have  no  doubt  this 
can  be  done.  But  when  such  troops  are  received  into  the  service  of 
the  Confederate  States  and  are  then  to  be  r^arded  in  all  respects  as 
a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States,  the  mode  for  the 
appointment  of  officers  declared  in  the  Constitution  must  prevail. 

The  officers  afterward  appointed  for  the  companies,  battalions,  and 
regiments  are  officers  of  the  Confederate  States.  The  Constitution,  in 
the  second  clause  of  second  section,  second  article,  declares  that  the 
President  "shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers  and 
consuls,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the 
Confederate  States  whose  appointments  are  not  otherwise  provided 
for  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law.  But  Congress  may  by  law 
vest  the  apx»ointment  of  such  inferior  officers  as  they  may  think 
proper  in  the  President  alone,  in  the  coorts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of 
the  Departments." 

When  these  troops  became  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States,  Congress  not  having  vested  the  appointment  of  the  officers  in 
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bhe  President  alone,  or  otherwise  provided  for  such  appointment,  the 
vacancies  can  only  be  filled  by  {be  President's  nomination  and 
appointment  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  as 
provided  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  '*For  the  establishment  and 
ax^anizatioD  of  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States." 


G0NFIEDBIU.TB  States  of  America,  Post-Office  Dept., 

Richmond,  September  17^  1864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sib:  The  inclosed  papers  are  respectfully  returned. 

The  only  class  of  persons  in  the  service  of  this  Department  which 
Bhonld  make  any  noteworthy  deduction  from  the  military  force  is 
the  mail  contractors  and  drivers  of  post-coaches  and  ha<^,  who  are 
exempted  under  the  law  of  April  14,  1863.  The  whole  number  of 
mail  contractors  in  the  Confederate  States  on  the  7th  of  December, 
1863,  was  1,253,  Of  these,  those  in  the  States  of  Tennessee,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  Texas  entered  into  contracts 
in  the  spring  of  the  year  1862,  before  the  passage  of  the  first  law  of 
conscription,  up  to  which  time  such  contracts  were  not  sought  to 
secnre  exemption,  and  from  the  23d  of  September,  1862,  the  date  of 
the  approval  of  the  first  law  of  conscription,  to  the  14th  of  April,  1863, 
the  date  of  the  law  exempting  contractors  and  drivers,  these  classes 
were  liable  to  enrollment  in  the  Army.  The  time  for  the  receipt  of 
bids  for  contracts  in  the  remaining  States,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida,  terminated  on  the  1st  of  May, 
1863,  so  soon  after  the  passage  of  the  law  of  April  14  as  to  prevent 
the  publication  and  notice  of  the  existence  of  this  law  in  con^derable 
portions  of  these  States,  so  as  to  enable  parties  to  make  bids  in  view 
of  it.  From  these  facts  I  infer  that  the  number  of  persons  who 
originally  submitted  bids  to  keep  ont  of  the  military  service  cannot 
be  lai^ ;  and  I  am  sustained  in  this  view  by  the  fact  that  up  to  the 
7th  of  December  last  but  147  contracts  bad  been  let  to  persons  for 
nominal  considerations. 

One  hundred  and  five  additional  contracts  at  nominal  rates  have 
been  made  since  that  date  in  cases  when  existing  contractors  have 
been  pnt  into  the  military  service,  or  for  other  reasons  have  abandoned 
\,he  postal  service.  I  cannot  tell  the  number  of  persons  engaged  as 
mail  contractors  who  would  otherwise  be  liable  to  military  service, 
but  suppose  it  cannot  at  most  exceed  500,  and  it  may  fall  much  below 
lAiat  number.  And  I  do  not  think  the  number  exempted  as  driveFs 
3an  be  as  great  as  the  number  of  exempt  contractors  on  acconnt  of 
;lie  very  limited  number  of  routes  on  which  the  mails  are  carried  in 
;oaches  or  hacks. 

It  is  a  question  of  policy  whether  the  legislation  on  this  subject 
ihould  be  so  changed  as  to  disallow  these  exemptions.  I  have  sup- 
>osed  that  to  do  so  with  our  present  currency  would  render  it 
mpracticable  to  keep'up  the  postal  service,  and  that  it  would  be  bet- 
»r  to  spare  the  number  of  men  necessary  from  the  Army  than  to  let 
t  go  down,  or  become  so  embarrassed  as  to  produce  discontent  in  the 
hrmy  and  country  by  rendering  the  ordinary  means  of  postal  com- 
bunioation  impracticable.   I  fear  that  the  loss  of  the  means  of  such 
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communication  would  cause  moije  men  to  desert  in  a  short  time  than 
are  required  to  keep  the  service  up.  But  if  you  think  it  best  to  take 
the  views  of  the  President  and  Cabinet  on  this  question,  and  they 
should  think  differently,  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  keep  up  the  serrice 
without  the  aid  of  exempts. 

In  this  connection  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  portion  of  my 
report  of  December  7,  1863,  above  referred  to,  extending  from  page 
to  10,  under  the  head  of  "  Contract  Bnreau,"  herewith  inclosed,*  from 
which  you  will  perceive  that  the  Department  was  unable  to  obtain 
bids  for  contracts  to  carry  on  the  postal  service  without  exemption  t** 
the  contractors  from  military  service. 

There  should  be  no  diminution  from  the  military  force  on  account 
of  postmasters.  Those  postmasters  not  appointed  by  the  Presideni 
and  confirmed  by  the  Senate  are  not  exempt,  and  the  number 
appointed  by  the  I^reaident  does  not  exceed  100,  and  of  this  class  he 
has  steadily  refused  to  appoint  persons  liable  to  military  service.  So 
that  if  the  enrolling  ofBcers  dotiieir  duty  little  or  nothing  can  be  lost 
to  the  Army  by  postmasters. 

There  are  a  few  clerks  in  the  larger  class  of  post^ffices  whom  it  has 
been  very  desirable  for  the  Department  to  retain  on  account  of  their 
special  knowledge  and  experience.  But  I  believe  in  an  indorsement 
I  sent  yon  some  time  past  I  suggested  that  some  thirty-five  of  these 
would  cover  all  I  thought  indispensable,  and  even  these  we  might 
after  a  little  be  able  to  dispense  with  if  the  postmasters  can  be  induced 
to  proper  vigilance  in  instructing  others. 

There  may  be  a  few  route  agent^s  in  the  service  of  this  Department 
who  would  be  liable  to  military  service,  but  the  number  is  very  small, 
if  there  are  any,  as  I  have  refused  to  appoint  any  one  to  these  duties 
who  is  liable  to  military  service  since  the  passage  of  the  first  law  of 
cou.scription. 

I  desire  no  exemptions  for  this  Department  which  it  is  practicable 
to  get  along  without,  and  you  shall  have  my  cheerful  co-operation  in 
everything  which  will  augment  our  armies. 

The  case  of  Leftwich,  of  this  city,  referred  to  by  Greneral  Lee,  arose 
out  of  a  recent  contract  on  a  route  extending  from  Macon  to  Monti- 
cello,  Oa.  (not  Alabama),  forty-five  miles  in  length.  The  former  con- 
tractor was  arrested  and  put  into  the  military  service  contrary  tc 
law.  The  route  was  oneof  such  importance  that  the  postmasters  <mit 
and  the  special  agent  of  the  Department  requested  a  renewal  of  the 
service,  and  it  was  readvertised  on  the  16th  of  March,  1864,  and  Left- 
wich being  the  lowest  bidder,  the  contract  was  awarded  to  him  on  the 
27th  of  May,  1864,  for  a  merely  nominal  consideration,  and.  I  an 
informed  it  is  costing  him  at  the  rate  of  t6,000  aye^  to  have  the  serv- 
ice jwrformed. 

In  relation  to  the  other  case  mentioned  by  General  Lee,  I  would  say 
that  the  post-office  at  Mechanicsville,  in  Louisa  County,  Va. ,  is  whai 
we  call  A  fecial  o£&ce,  and  this  Department  makes  no  contracts  vitt; 
carriers  to  supply  that  class  of  offices  with  mails.  It  merely  conaente 
to  give  so  much  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  office  for  supplying  it  wiUi 
the  mails,  and  the  carriers  having  no  contracts  are  not  exempt  fron: 
military  service,  so  that  the  carrier  who  supplies  the  Hechauicsrille 
office  is  not  exempt  from  military  service  on  that  account. 

This  Department  is  not  even  furnished  with  the  names  of  such  car 
riers  except  as  they  come  to  the  Auditor's  0£Bioe  from  quarter  to  qusM 
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ter.    From  the  last  return  in  the  Auditor's  Office  the  name  of  the  car- 
rier who  supplies  the  office  at  Mechanicsville  is  James  M.  Miohie. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  REAGAN, 

Postmaster-  Oenercd. 

[iDclosare  No.  1.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

September  7,  2864. 

Gapt.  H.  C.  Thorburn: 

Tou  will  obey  the  writ  in  the  case  of  Thomas  Vaden  and  proceed 
with  him  on  to-morrow  morning's  train  to  Richmond.  You  will  see 
Mr.  Aylett  and  report  the  facts  to  him. 

As  I  understand  the  matter  Thomas  Vaden  since  his  enlistment 
has  been  elected  justice  of  the  peace  for  Chesterfield  County  and  on 
this  bases  his  claim  to  a  discharge  from  service.  There  is  no  provision 
of  law  requiring  discharge  in  such  a  case.  The  act  of  Congress 
approved  17th  of  February,  1864,  provides  for  the  exemption  of  such 
State  officers  as  the  Governor  of  a  State  shall  certify  to  be  necessary 
for  the  proper  administration  of  the  State  government.  This,  how- 
ever, does  not  operate  to  discharge  from  the  service  tliose  already 
enlisted.  It  is  not  that  there  shall  be  disohai^ed  from  service  those 
wbom  the  Governor  of  a  State  may  deem  necessary  for  tiie  proper 
administration  of  the  government,  but  that  fill  such  shall  be  exempt 
from  enrollment,  &c. ;  that  is,  of  coarse,  those  not  in  the  service  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  bill.  This  man  Vaden  is  clearly  liable  to 
perform  service  in  hia  present  company  during  the  war  by  the  require- 
ments of  the  second  section  of  the  bill  published  in  General  Orders, 
No.  26,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  current  series. 

By  a  law  of  Congress,  published  in  General  Orders,  No.  48,  Adju- 
tant and  Inspector  General's  Office,  of  18G3,  it  is  obligatory  upon  the 
I>epartment  to  accept  the  resignation  of  officers  and  to  discharge 
enlisted  men  when  elected  to  certain  positions  in  the  civil  govern- 
ment. It  does  not,  however,  relate  to  the  case  under  discussion. 
Justices  of  the  peace  are  not  enumerated  in  the  list  of  offices  in  the 
law  referred  to. 

By  preTions  laws  a  Senator  or  a  Representative,  Ac. ,  was  exempt 
from  service ;  but  those  laws  did  not  discharge  a  man  from  the  service 
who  was  elected  to  fill  the  position  of  Senator  or  Representative.  It 
-was  therefore  necessary  to  make  this  special  enactment  (General 
Orders,  No.  48,  1863)  requiring  discharge  from  service  under  such 
circumstances.  So  it  will  be  necessary  to  enact  a  bill  to  require  the 
discharge  of  those  elected  justices  of  the  peace  before  the  claim  of 
Vaden  can  be  pronounced  valid. 

The  Secretary  of  War  had  previously  decided  many  similar  cases 
Hdvei^ely  to  the  applicants  (see  that  of  H.  D.  Stevens,  Company  D, 
Fifteenth  Virginia  Infantry,  by  indoi-sement  of  J.  A.  Campbell, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  20th  of  August,  1864).  You  will  on  your 
return  report  the  decision  of  the  court. 

By  order  of  General  Lee: 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Ac^utarU-CfeneraL 
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[Inolosnn  No.  2.] 

Quabtermaster's  Office, 
Ordnance  and  CjoMwrHBABY  Train,  Artt.,  Third  Corps, 

8q[fieniber  d,  2S64. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Taylor, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.y  Army  of  Northern  Virginia:  . 
Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  orderof  the  7th  instant  I  went  to  Richmond  I 
yesterday  in  the  habeas  corpus  case  of  Thomas  Vaden,  jr.,  and  in  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Aylett  presented  your  letter  of  instructions  to  Messrs. 
Sands  and  Neeson,  who  were  acting  in  his  place,  and  stated  to  them 
all  the  facts  in  my  knowledge  with  regard  to  the  case.  They  informed 
me  that  several  similar  cases  have  been  decided  in  favor  of  the  appli- 
cants for  discharge  after  having  been  fully  argued  by  Colonel  August 
and  Mr.  Keeson,  and  that  an  apx>eal  had  been  taken  to  the  court  of 
appeals.  After  a  hearing  in  the  case  of  Vaden  the  judge  decided 
to  dischai^  him  from  the  service.  An  appeal  will  also  be  taken  in 
his  case. 

I  was  accompanied  to  Richmond  by  Lieutenant  Fry,  of  Utterback's 
batter}',  the  company  to  which  Vaden  belonged,  who  gave  all  the 
assistance  in  his  power  in  protecting  the  interests  of  the  Government 

in  this  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

H.  C.  THORBURN, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Qitartermasier. 

[lodorMnamt.  ] 

General:  A  man  claims  discharge  having  been  elected  justice  of 
the  peace.  Judge  Meredith  issues  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  dis- 
charges him.  I  can  see  no  provision  of  law  for  it.  Plenty  of  your 
able-bodied  fellows  will  be  elected  magistrates  and  thus  get  oat  of 
service.  With  enrolling  of&cers  to  exempt  and  detail  and  judges  to 
discharge  we  are  in  a  si^  way. 

W.  H.  T. 

[InolMura  No.  B.] 

Headquarters  Arhy  of  Northern  Virginia, 

September  10^  I864, 

Honorable  Secretary  of  War, 

RickTnond  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  papers* 
with  the  h^e  that  something  may  be  done  to  correct  the  evil  thev 
disclose.  The  drain  upon  the  strength  of  the  Army  by  exemption  of 
civil  officers,  postmasters,  clerks,  and  mail  carriers,  added  to  the 
details  made  for  other  purposes,  is  more  than  it  can  bear.  I  snppoee 
there  is  no  remedy  for  this  particular  case  but  a  reversal  of  the 
decision  of  Judge  Meredith,  or  if  that  failed,  a  change  of  the  law. 
If  that  be  necessary  I  trust  you  will  bring  it  to  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress at  its  next  meeting.  A  large  number  of  able-bodied  men  are 
taken  from  the  Army  or  kept  out  of  it  as  mail  contractors.  In  many 
instances  these  contracts  are  made  for  the  sole  purpose  of  evading 
service  in  the  Army. 

The  case  of  one  Leftwich,  of  Richmond,  has  been  reported  to  me  a» 
a  fl^rant  instance  of  this  kind.    He  has  a  contract  to  convey  the 

'  *See  intdosoreB  Nos.  1  and  8,  next,  ante. 
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mails  on  an  unimportant  route  In  Alabama.  He  resides  in  Richmond, 
where  he  is  carrying  on  his  business,  and  has  never  seen  his  route,  as 
I  am  informed.  Yet  the  court  dischai^ed  him.  I  cannot  believe  that 
there  was  any  necessity  for  the  award  of  this  contract  to  Leftwich, 
and  have  no  doubt  that  the  Post-Office  Department  was  imposed 
upon. 

Another  instance  has  been  reported  to  me  of  a  yonng  man  in  Louisft 
County,  whose  name  I  cannot  now  recall,  bat  who  obtained  a  contract 
to  carry  the  mail  from  the  obscure  post-office  of  Mechanicsville,  near 
Gordonsville,  and  was  discharged  the  service.  He  is  the  son  of 
wealthy  parents,  and  I  am  told  remains  at  home  and  employs  some 
one  else  to  carry  the  mail.  I  suppose  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Post- 
Offiee  Department  to  prevent  these  abuses  and  even  to  annul  such 
fraudulent  contracts  where  they  exist.  Perhaps  if  the  attention  of 
the  Postmaster-General  were  called  to  the  subject  some  slight 
increase  of  our  depleted  ranks  might  be  secured. 

I  am  constrained  to  say  that  while  it  is  important  that  all  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people  should  be  regarded  by  the  Government  their  pres- 
ervation from  subjugation  is  the  greatest  of  all,  and  in  my  opinion 
the  emei^ncy  requires  the  sacrifloe  of  every  otiier  consideration  to 
the  vital  question  of  the  public  safety. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[nidonemeDt.] 

September  14,  1864. 
Respectfully  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Honorable 
Postmaster-General,  whose  particular  attention  is  invoked  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  General  Lee  to  the  within  earnest  letter  of  that  distin- 
guished general,  to  a  matter  perhaps  within  the  x>ower  of  the  Honor- 
able Fo8tnia8ter*General  to  correct. 

J.  A.  SBDDON. 


Special  Obdebs,  )         Ai>jt.  and  Insf.  General's  Office, 

No.  221.        f  Richmond,  l^tember  17,  1864. 

*«««*«« 

VII.  Maj.  Theophilus  Steele,  of  Seventh  Kentucky  Cavalry,  is 
assigned  to  duty  with  Col.  R.  J.  Breckinridge,  Provisional  Army 
C.  S.,  for  recruiting  service  in  Kentucky,  and  will  report  accordingly^ 
*  «  *  *  •  #  *  ' 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Aaaistami  Adjuiant-Oeneral. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Dbpartubnt, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  September  17,  I864. 
Whereas,  by  the  will  of  George  Mendenhall,  of  North  Carolina, 
lately  deceased,  which  has  been  established  in  the  supreme  court  of 
Nortti  Carolina,  certain  slaves  were  emancipated  upon  the  condition 
that  they  be  removed  from  that  State  beyond  the  Confederate  States; 
and  whereas,  the  executrix  has  applied  for  license  to  remove  fourteen 
slaves  mentioned  and  comprehended  in  the  said  will,  viz,  Abram,  aged 
sixty  or  sixty-five;  his  wife,  aged  fifty,  and  their  children,  Frank  and 
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Cornelia;  Jacob  and  his  wife,  aged  about  fifty,  and  their  daughter, 
Louisa,  and  Abney  Anderson  and  his  wife;  Jupiter,  Periy,  and  Adam, 
and  the  wife  of  Perry: 

Permission  is  given  for  the  I'emo^l  of  t^ese  persons  from  North 
Carolina  to  the  lines  of  the  United  States  whenever  it  can  be  done 
with  the  sanction  of  the  military  commander  through  whose  lines 
they  are  to  pass. 

This  permission  to  remain  in  force  until  the  1st  of  January  next. 
By  onler  of  Secretary  of  War: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Asaislant  Secretary  of  War. 

Sbptbmbbr  21,  1864. 
Memorandum. — Mrs.  Mendenhall,  in  addition  to  the  colored  per- 
sons mentiomMl  in  the  passport  heretofore  given  at  this  Department, 
may  send  to  the  United  State's  the  woman.  Amy  AlLrtojg^  under  similar 
conditions  jus  are  expressed  in  the  passport  before  referred  to. 
By  order  of  Secretary  of  War:     1  *  1  \        v  . 

J.  A.  AvtfPBELL, 
Assistant  Secreta/ry  of  War. 


Sandy  Grove,  near  Bartow  Post-Ofpice,  Ga., 

September  18,  ISGJ^. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond,  Va.: 
Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  5th  instant,  improperly  mailed  to  Milledge- 
ville,  was  forwarded  to  me  and  received  yesterday.  I  feel  very  deeply 
the  importance  of  the  object  which  it  seeks  to  accomplish,  and  would 
gladly  do  anything  in  my  power  to  aid  you.  But,  my  dear  sir,  it  is 
useless  to  make  an  effort  to  induce  the  people  generally  to  part  with 
their  snrplus  at  schedule  prices.  Wheat  is  worth  in  all  our  markets 
from  $15  to  $25  and  $30  per  bushel;  com,  $10  to  $15,  and  bacon,  $3.50 
to  $4  per  pound.  Compared  with  these  figures  the  schedule  prices 
are  simply  absurd.  I  have  known  for  weel^  that  you  could  not  get 
supplies  in  Georgia  in  suflScient  quantities  at  these  prices,  and  several 
weeks  ago  I  addressed  a  letter  *  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which 
I  authorized  him  to  show  you.  If  you  have  not  seen  it  I  would  be 
glad  if  you  would  call  on  him  for  it.  It  will  put  you  fully  in  posses- 
sion of  my  poor  opinions  on  this  subject.  My  opinion  is  that  you 
should  entirely  disregard  the  schedule  prices  and  authorize  yoor 
agents  to  buy  supplies  at  any  price,  and  should  the  planters  refoaeto 
sell  impress  peremptorily  at  prices  approximating  the  market  vaiue. 
It  is  idle  to  expect  to  feed  our  armies  at  the  prices  fixed  by  commission- 
ers. It  is  wrong  in  principle  and  policy  to  compel  citizens  to  part 
with  their  property  at  mere  nominal  rates.  It  will  discourage  pro- 
duction to  a  fatal  degree  and  produce  deep  and  widespread  discontent 
toward  the  Government.  Our  producing  territory  is  now  so  circum- 
scribed that  it  will  require  great  skill  and  industry  to  compel  it  to 
yield  the  requisite  supplies  under  the  most,  stimulating  encourage- 
ment of  remunerating  prices.  It  will  utterly  fail  to  do  so  if  the 
planters  feel  that  they  are  to  pay  heavy  taxes.  State  and  Confederate, 
whilst  the  earnings  of  their  labor  are  to  be  wrested  from  them  at 
prices  which  will  not  remunerate. 

*See  Johziaon  to  Trenholm  Angiut  10,  p.  59A. 
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I  know  that  the  reply  to  all  this  is  that  it  will  swell  the  public  debt 
.o  a  ruinous  figure.  Not  so.  The  Government  has  the  power  of  tax- 
i.tion.  It  can  bring  back  to  the  Treasury  what  it  disburses.  And  at 
Ast  the  great  means  of  sustaining  the  currency  is  by  adopting  such 
.e^islation  as  will  create  a  demand  for  it.  High  taxation  will  do  this. 
Nothing  else  wilL  High  prices  will  justify  as  well  as  necessitate  high 
^axes.  The  right  of  impressment  is  unquestionable;  but  it  should 
lot  be  resorted  to  except  from  necessity.  Nor  should  the  Govern- 
xient  pursue  a  course  which  creates  that  necessity.  The  policy  of  maxi- 
mums will  always  create  and  continue  that  necessity.  Impress- 
ueut  should  be  resorted  to  when  the  citizens  refuse  to  sell  for  just 
compensation;  that  is,  he  should  be  compelled  to  sell,  but  beyond 
^hat  the  Government  should  not  go.  It  should  not  compel  sale  at  a 
price  fixed  far  below  the  market  value.  It  can  impress,  but  it  has  no 
right  to  fix  prices.  The  Constitution  declares  that  compensation 
should  be  just.  Is  it  just  to  take  wheat  and  corn  and  bacon  at 
schedule  prices  when  these  articles  in  market  will  readily  command 
twice  as  much  f  I  repeat,  I  would  advise  the  abandonment  of  this 
Bvhole  schedule  airangement.  I  would  Impress  provisions  in  every 
eaHC  where  tiie  planter  refused  to  sell  at  market  vcJue.  Do  this  and 
YOXL  will  feed  the  armies,  the  people  will  be  contented,  and  if  the 
expenditure  is  great  bring  it  back  by  taxation.  Create  a  demand 
for  Confederate  money  and  it  will  appreciate.  Keep  down  redun- 
lancy  by  the  joint  operation  of  taxation  and  the  sale  of  bonds.  I 
throw  out  these  saggestions  in  no  spirit  of  complaint.  You  know  I 
am  a  friend  to  the  Administration,  and  I  trust  I  feel  an  honest  and 
leep  interest  in  the  success  of  our  struggle.  It  is  far  beyond  doUars 
and  cents.  As  a  citizen,  I  am  willing  to  submit  to  any  sacrifice,  as 
are  thousands  of  others,  but  in  what  I  have  said  I  am  prompted  by  a 
deep  conviction  that  it  is  for  the  public  good.  Let  not  the  Govern- 
ment stop  to  count  dollars  and  cents  when  our  existence  is  at  stake. 
Feed  the  Army  at  any  price.  It  will  be  part  of  the  price  of  liberty. 
The  people  wUl  pay  the  debt.  If  they  refuse  the  Government  will  be 
free  from  censure,  and  they  will  but  prove  unworthy  the  boon  of 
independence  and  good  government,    lliis  can  never  be. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HERSCHEL  V.  JOHNSON. 

[FInt  indonemsnl.] 

September  26,  1864. 
Re^ctfnlly  referred  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
I  dissent  in  toto,  but  submit  for  consideraticu  and  as  an  indication 
of  the  sentiment  in  Georgia. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 

[Seoond  IndoneOMnt.] 

September  29,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War  with 
thanks,  and  accompanied  by  the  letter  referred  to  by  Hon.  Mr. 
Johnson.  *   This  was  answered  on  the  8th  September,  but  no  copy 
was  kept  of  the  reply. 

G.  A.  TRENHOLM, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

*See  JohnBon  to  Trenholm  Angnst  16,  p.  BM. 


Digitized  by 


664 


OOBRBSPONDEKOE,  BTC. 


Gbxbnvilue,  September  IS^  186 

Hon.  6.  A.  Trknholm, 

Richnumdy  Va.: 

Deab  Sra:  Should  it  be  deemed  desirable,  I  could  aid  the  Govern- 
ment to  prepare  and  keep  open  a  new  port  or  ports  which  it  would 
tax  the  powers  of  any  enemy  to  take  from  ns  or  to  close.  To  do  this 
would  require  fewer  men  and  less  means  than  are  necessary  for  the 
defense  of  any  of  our  porta  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  Quality 
more  than  quantity  would  be  required,  and  many  a  man  not  fit  for 
general  field  service  would  be  just  the  man  for  this  work. 

If  our  military  authorities  wish,  I  will  go  to  Richmond;  should  my 
thoughts  be  favorably  considered,  they  could  then  use  me,  or  others,  to 
carry  out  the  plan.  I  may  also  be  of  some  service  otherwise  to  Gen- 
eral Bragg,  for  since  I  lost  my  regiment  at  the  reoi^nizatton  I  have 
examined  much  of  our  coast  and  the  interior  of  our  State,  also  the 
mountain  region  above  us,  all  of  which  may  form  but  a  part  of  one 
whole  in  the  coming  defense  of  our  country  against  Sherman. 

You  may  know  little  of  me  as  a  military  man,  but  if  you  think  it 
worth  while  to  bring  this  to  the  consideration  of  General  Brag^  yoa 
can  say  that  I  served  in  Florida  on  the  staff  of  a  West  Point  graduate 
in  1836,  and  from  that  time  to  this  I  have  studied  as  one  does  for  a 
profession,  and  this  with  no  view  to  x)ersonal  ends,  but  that  I  might 
serve  my  country.  If  General  Bragg  knows  that  more  than  ten  years 
ago  I  so  Interested  Captain  Cullum  and  Mr.  Boutelle  as  to  get  them  to 
examine  with  me  the  entire  grounds  and  waters  around  Charleston 
with  a  view  to  their  defense,  he  will  understand  tti&t  I  must  have  had 
some  thoughts  on  such  subjects. 

As  Colonel  Harris  (engineer)  has  been  with  me  several  times  over 
ground  that  I  have  studied,  he  can  say  whether  it  may  be  worth  the 
time  of  General  Bn^  (and  I  know  what  his  time  is  worth)  to  listen 
to  my  proposition. 

General  Gilmer  has  also  been  with  me  over  ground  that  I  had  devoted 
much  attention  to  (the  Edisto  and  Branchville  country),  and  he  can 
say  what  he  thinks.  Colonel  Gk>i^as,  of  the  Ordnance,  knew  me  in 
Charleston,  and  may  have  an  opinion.  I  only  mention  these  things 
that  you  may  not  be  required  to  say  anything  for  me  which  you  do 
not  yourself  know. 

You  can,  I  think,  say  that  I  am  hon^t  and  earnest,  and  I  say  that 
I  want  nothing  from  the  Government,  but  only  seek  to  aid  it. 
Yours,  veiy  respectfully, 

LEWIS  M.  HATCH, 
For  the  present^  OreenviSet  S.  C. 

If  they  want  to  see  me,  and  you  do  not  deem  it  indelicate,  yon 
might  ask  for  such  an  order  as  would  give  me  transportation.  I  would 
pay  my  other  expenses;  but  in  this  as  you  think  best. 

[IndoneiiMnt.] 

Seftehbbb  ^  1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  General  Bra«^.  Colonel  Hatch  is  a  gentle- 
man of  much  practical  knowledge  in  the  matter  to  which  his  letter 
relates,  and  of  great  energy  and  peraeveranoe. 

G.  A.  TRENHOLM. 

I  think  he  ought  to  have  stated  where  the  ports  are  to  which  he 
refers. 
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Conscript  Office, 
Richmond^  SejOember  19,  I864. 


Gapt.  G.  B.  DvmnxLD, 

Assistant  Adjzdani-Generaly  Bureau  of  Conscription: 

Captain:  The  orders  for  the  enrollment  and  assignment  of  free 
negroes  have  been  carried  out  as  eftectuaUy  as  could  be  done  under 
the  circumstances.  Many  deserted  and  otherwise  evaded  the  oflScers. 
This  class,  like  absconding  men  from  the  Army  and  those  liable  to 
conscription,  required  to  be  forced  into  service  by  an  active  and  effi- 
cient guard.  General  Orders,  No.  26,  current  series,  has  withdrawn 
all  the  assistance  which  ooald  be  relied  on,  and  not  one  in  twenty 
"light-duty"  men  can  be  made  efficient  as  a  guard.  These  remarks 
are  made  preliminary  to  a  report  which  I  desire  to  submit  upon  sev- 
eral communications  referred  to  this  office  recently,  but  which  will  be 
returned  with  report  and  explanation  for  the  information  of  the  sev- 
eral military  bureaus. 

For  the  want  of  efficient  and  informed  officers  and  the  required 
number  of  clerks,  reports  and  consolidated  returns  cannot  be  made 
as  promptly  as  desired,  and  for  that  reason  it  will  be  some  time  before 
a  complete  return  of  the  enrollment  and  assignment  of  free  negroes 
is  made ;  but  the  Bureau  is  assured  that  no  time  will  be  spared  in  for- 
warding promptly  all  the  returns  due  from  this  office.  Upon  a  general 
examination  of  the  returns  of  the  enrolling  officers  it  is  manifest  that 
all  the  labor  of  this  class  which  could  well  be  has  been  withdrawn 
from  the  a>gricaltural  districts.  , 

The  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau  desires  every  one  that  can  be  found. 
Colonel  Corley,  chief  quartermaster  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  calls 
for  600,  and  the  Engineer  Bureau  makes  a  requisition  for  a  lai^  force 
on  the  line  of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  and  the  South  Side  Rail- 
roads. Greneral  Walker,  commanding  the  defenses  on  the  Richmond 
and  Danville  Railroad,  also  calls  for  assistance  from  this  class.  The 
officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  collecting  forage  in  the 
Valley  have  received  assistance,  but  are  demanding  more.  Maj.  J.  G. 
Paxton,  in  charge  of  extensive  operations  for  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  at  Lynchburg  and  in  the  Piedmont  counties,  is  asking  for 
aid.  AU  the  demands  are  pressing  and  of  the  most  vital  importance, 
and  the  number  required  by  the  officers  making  the  requisitions  for 
them  approximates,  if  it  does  not  exceed,  the  whole  number  of  free 
negroes  within  the  military  lines  of  the  prescribed  ages.  I  have 
deemed  it  advisable  to  submit  these  facts,  m  order  that  the  Bureau 
may  be  informed  of  the  impossibility  of  supplying  the  existing 
demands,  and  I  would  further  respectfully  suggest,  if  it  meets  the 
approbation  of  the  superintendent,  that  the  statements  herein  con- 
tained may  be  submitted  to  the  War  Department  or  the  bureaus 
requiring  the  labor.  I  have  already  replied  to  General  Walker  and 
to  the  local  quartermasters,  but  suppose  the  Engineer  Bureau  and  the 
chief  quartermaster  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  are  not 
informed. 

Enrolling  officers  will  be  instructed  to  continue  without  any  abate- 
ment of  or  effort  to  forward  every  man  of  every  class  for  duty, 
but  I  regret  to  say,  for  the  want  of  responsible  guards,  I  am  appre* 
hensive  many  will  elude  their  vigilance. 

Attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  circular 
issued  from  this  office  September  7,  requiring  full  and  accurate 
returns  from  enrolling  officers  of  the  disposition  made  of  this  class  of 
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persons;  also  copy  of  instructionn  to  enrolling  officers  to  meet,  if 
possible,  the  requisitions  of  General  Gilmer. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  SHIELDS, 
lAeutenant-Colonelf  Commanding, 

(luoloMM  Mo.  1.] 

Circulak)  Conscript  Office, 

Ko.  GO.    \  Richmond,  September  7,  1864. 

I.  You  will  send  in  at  once  a  full  and  perfect  list  of  all  male  free 
negroes  who  have  been  enrolled  in  your  district  up  to  the  Ist  of  Sep- 
tember, giving  descriptive  list  according  to  form  in  each  case,  whether 
accepted  by  medical  board ,  and  when  and  where  assigned  *,  if  unassigned, 
state  reasons.  Receipts  for  these  tmsignments  must  accompany  this 
report  unless  already  sent  in.  Many  officers  have  failed  to  make  any 
report  whatever  of  this  enrollment,  or  else  have  made  it  very  imper- 
fectly, and  it  will  lie  impossible  for  an  intelligible  return  to  be  sent  up 
from  this  office  unless  district  officers  will  give  this  order  their  special 
attention. 

II.  A  separate  report  is  likewise  required  of  all  negro  slaves  who 
have  been  impressed  up  to  1st  of  September,  with  descriptive  lists 
and  receipts,  owner's  name  and  residence. 

By  order  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  C.  Shields,  commandant: 

JAS.  H.  BINFORD, 

lAevienant  and  Ac^uianL 

(To  District  Enrolling  Officers.) 

[iDoloBiire  Ho.  Z.] 

QUARTBRHASTBR'S  DEPARTHBNT, 

OordonsviUe,  September  I864. 

Col.  John  C.  Porter: 

(ITirough  Maj.  W.  B.  Richards.) 
I  liave  been  informed  that  there  are  a  number  of  free  negroes  now 
in  Culpeper  liable  t<o  conscription,  and  who  are  kept  out  merely  by 
applications  for  detail  made  by  some  of  their  friends  in  Culpeper. 
These  applications  of  course  are  only  intended  to  delay  the  execution 
of  the  law,  and  are  not  even  expected  to  be  granted.  And  beii^ 
without  anything  like  a  competent  force  to  carry  on  the  work  neoee- 
sary  to  save  the  large  amount  of  Government  forage  thrown  on  my 
hands,  and  unable  to  procure  negroes  other  than  by  impressment,  I 
resx>ectfully  request  that  you  send  me  an  order  upon  Lieut.  William 
C.  Graves,  enrolling  officer  for  Culpeper,  for  the  same. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EUSTACE  GIBSON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Qitariermasler. 

[First  indorwDont.] 

Quartermaster's  Office, 

GordoTisviUet  September  IS64, 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Col.  J.  C.  Porter. 

Captain  Gibson  has  ohaj^  of  the  forage  department  here.  His 
duties  are  very  heavy.  I  am  unable  to  supply  him  with  Labor  in  cxm- 
sequeuce  of  the  desertion  of  free  negroes  recently  supplied  to  me. 

W.  B.  RICHARDS,  Jr., 
Major  and  Post  Qiutrtennaater. 
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[Second  IndorMmsDt-] 

Enrolling  Office,  Eighth  District, 

Orange  Court-House,  September  li,  1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commandant  to  know  if  the  free 
Qegroes  of  Culpeper,  if  there  be  any  liable  to  duty,  can  be  turned 
over  to  Captain  Gibson. 

J.  C.  PORTER, 
Colonel  and  En/roUing  Officer  Eighth  I>istrict. 

[Third  indotwrnant.] 

Conscript  OS'fice, 
Richmond,  September  20,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription. 

This  application  under  instructions  of  the  Bureau  can  be  disposed 
of  at  this  ofiBce.  The  necessity  for  this  labor  in  Culpeper  and  other 
c^onnties  recently  coming  again  into  our  military  lines  to  enable  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  to  collect  forage  presents  reasons  as 
urgent  as  the  necessity  made  apparent  in  Colonel  Corley's  application 
to  secure  fuel  for  the  same  army  for  which  the  forage  is  Intended. 
After  securing  the  fora^  a  transfer  of  the  force  to  obtain  fuel  would 
be  judicious,  but  it  is  believed  that  nearly  all  will  desert  if  trans- 
ferred from  their  own  sections. 

Unless  otherwise  instructed  I  will  turn  them  over  for  a  limited  time 
bo  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for  the  collection  of  forage  in  the 
section  referred  to. 

J.  C.  SHIELDS, 
lAeutenanirCdUmely  Commmiding. 

[IneloauTA  No.  S.] 

Conscript  Office, 
Richmond,  Va.,  September  19,  1864. 

Lieut.  J.  E.  Heath, 

Enrolling  Officer  Fourth  Congressional  District: 

Lieutenant:  The  commandant  directs  that  you  furnish  this  office 
iritb  an  immediate  report  in  compliance  with  Circular  No.  60,  euixent 
aeries,  from  this  office,  and  that  you  report  any  free  negroes  in  your 
district  not  yet  assigned  to  Capt.  W.  6.  Bender,  Engineer  Corps,  at 
Eligh  Bridge,  South  Side  Railroad,  furnishing  descriptive  lists  and 
ba^ng  receipts,  to  be  forwarded  to  this  office. 
I  am,  lieutenant,  veiy  respectfully,  <fec. , 

M.  B.  LANGHORNE, 
lAeuienant  and  Acting  Adjutant. 

[InelMars  TXo.  4.] 

Conscript  Office, 

Richmond,  Va.,  September  19,  I864. 

Capt.  R.  S.  Henley, 

EnroUing  Officer  Fifth  Congressional  District: 
Captain  :  The  commandant  directs  that  you  furnish  this  office  with 
\n  immediate  report  in  compliuice  with  Circular  Ko.  60,  current 
leries,  from  this  office,  and  that  you  report  any  free  negroes  in  your 
listriot  not  yet  assigned  to  Lieut.  J.  D.  Hunter,  Engineer  Bureau,  at 
SVolf  Trap  Station,  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad,  furnishing 
lescriptive  lists  and  taking  i-eceipts,  to  be  forwarded  to  this  office. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully, 

M.  B.  LANGHORNE, 
Lieuienani  and  Acting  A^tdanL 
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[bwlwnra  Ve.  5.] 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

War  Departhbnt,  Engineer  Bureau, 

Richmondt  Fa.,  September  186^. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  statement  and  reoom- 1 
mendations  thereon  for  your  consideration  and  action: 

Capt.  W.  G.  Bender,  Engineers,  in  charge  of  the  defenses  on  the 
Richmond  and  Danville  and  South  Side  Railroads,  reports  great  defi- 
ciency of  labor  on  the  works  now  progressing  at  and  near  the  variom 
bridges  on  those  roads,  and  particularly  on  the  fortifications  at  the 
High  Bridge  over  the  Appomatt-ox  River,  and  the  Banister  River 
bridge.    At  the  former  there  are  only  some  thirty  negroes,  all  free, 
and  with  tliat  force  it  would  require  four  months  to  complete  the 
works  contemplated  at  that  point.    At  the  latter  point  there  will  he, 
after  the  Ifith  of  the  present  month,  only  about  twenty-five  free : 
negroes.    This  Bureau  attaches  much  importance  to  tiie  defensive  ! 
works  along  that  line  of  railroad,  and  would  respectfully  urge  the  | 
necessity  of  pressing  them  forward  to  completion. 

Captain  Bender,  the  engineer  in  charge,  is  informed  that  there  is  ft 
number  of  free  negroes  still  in  the  counties  adjoining  the  points  to 
fortified,  and  is  very  desirous  of  securing  their  services  on  the  works. 
I  therefore  have  the  honor  t-o  request  that  the  Bureau  of  Conscription 
be  directed  to  eonscribe  for  this  puriwse  the  free  negroes  liable  to 
enrollment  from  nine  counties  named  herein,  and  that  they  be 
assigned  to  labor  as  follows,  to  wit:  Those  from  the  counties  of 
Appomattox,  Prince  Edward,  Amelia,  Buckingham,  and  Cumberland, 
to  be  ordered  to  report  to  Capt.  W.  G.  Bender,  En^neers,  or  to  T.  M. 
Hewitt,  assistant  engineer  at  High  Bridge.  Those  from  Charlotte, 
Lunenburg,  Mecklenbui^,  and  Halifax  to  report  to  Lieut,  J.  D. 
Hunter,  Engineers,  at  Wolf  Trap  Station,  Banister  River.  If  tJie 
labor  of  the  free  negroes  liable  to  conscription  in  those  counties  can 
be  obtained  it  will,  to  a  great  extent,  insure  the  speedy  completion  of 
the  defenses  at  those  points. 

I  would  also  respectfully  request,  should  the  foregoing  meet  your 
approval,  that  the  enrolling  officers  who  eonscribe  the  free  negroes  be 
directed  to  furnish  to  each  negro  at  the  time  of  enrollment  a  descrip- 
tive list,  filled  out  in  the  usual  form;  this  is  desired  in  order  to  obvi- 
ate much  difficulty  which  continually  arises  in  determining  the  pay 
and  allowances  due  to  these  negroes.  It  will  enable  the  officer  under 
whose  charge  they  labor  to  give  to  each,  when  he  is  dismissed,  a  state- 
ment showing  up  to  what  time  they  have  been  paid  and  what  allow- 
ances they  imve  received,  for  the  information  of  those  under  whom 
they  may  next  serve;  this  list  to  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the 
officer  in  chaise,  to  be  returned  by  him  at  the  expiration  of  time  of 
service,  with  payments  made  and  clothing  issued  indorsed  on 
Very  respectfulhr,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Mc^or-Oenertd  and  Chief  Engi/neer  Bweau. 

[First  Indonamcmt.] 

September  14,  1864.  i 

Conscription  Bureau: 

The  recommendations  of  this  letter  are  approved  and  will  be  carried 
out.    To  every  negro  enrolled  a  descriptive  list  should  be  ^ven  hy 
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the  officer  and  he  enjoined  to  keep  it  as  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
receive  his  pay. 

J.  A.  S. 

[fieeond  IndoraemeDb) 

Bureau  of  CoNscRiprtoN, 

Richmond,  September  16,  186^. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Lientenant-Colonel  Shields  for  attention  in 
compliance  with  the  indorsement  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
By  order  of  General  Preston : 

THOMAS  PINCKNEY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjtttant-Genercd. 

[Third  iDdonamoDt.] 

Conscript  Office, 
Richmond,  September  SO,  1864.. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription. 

In  a  communication  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  yesterday  will  be 
found  all  the  information  which  can  be  given,  and  will  enable  General 
Gilmer  to  see  that  but  a  limited  amount  of  labor  can  be  procured 
from  this  class.  The  order  of  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War  has 
been  communicated  to  the  proper  ofBcers,  as  will  appear  by  inclosures 
in,  the  communication  referred  to. 

J.  C.  SHIELDS, 
Lieuienant-Colonely  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Adjutant  and  Injector  General's  Office, 

TaUahasseet  September  19,  I864. 

His  Excellency  John  Milton, 

Governor  of  Florida: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  have  been  organized  and 
commissioned  thirty-nine  companies  of  State  troops,  embracing  an 
aggregate  of  2,780  men.  Of  this  number  1,450  are  mounted  and  1,330 
infantry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Governor,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

HUGH  ARCHER, 

Adjutant  and  hispecior  Omeral. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  September  19,  1864* 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Charleston,  8.  C: 
General:  Your  letter  with  regard  to  communications  between 
yourself,  the  alleged  Prussian  consul,  and  General  Foster,  of  the 
Federal  Army,  were  referred  to  the  Honorable  Secret-ary  of  State,  to 
whose  cognizance  the  subject,  as  relating  to  foreigners,  seemed  most 
appropriately  to  belong.  *  After  consideration  he  luos  addressed  to  the 


*FoT  other  coTTeepondeuoe  on  this  eabject,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  ZXXY,  Fart  II, 
pp.  348,  348,  264. 

Digitized  by  Google 


670 


COBKK8PONDKNCE,  ETC. 


alleged  oonsal  a  letter,  of  which  T  inclose  a  copy  and  to  which  I  inrite 
your  attention.*  Should  any  similar  communication  from  the  some 
party,  or  any  other  person  representing  himself  as  charged  with  con- 
sular powera  from  any  neutral  nation,  be  addressed  to  you,  it  would 
be  advisable  for  you  before  replying,  or  in  any  manner  impliedly 
acknowledging  the  relations,  to  refer  the  subject  for  information  as 
to  the  authority  of  the  party. 

In  reference  to  the  foreigners  who  left  Georgia  under  the  orders  of 
Governor  Brown,  it  cannot  be  permitted  that  they  should  pass  to  or  hold 
communication  with  the  enemy.  They  are  entitled  and  will  be  per- 
mitted to  leave  any  of  our  ports  for  their  own  or  any  neutral  country, 
but  not  to  sail  direct  to  the  United  States.  It  should  be  explained  to 
them  that  the  laws  of  war  and  of  nations  preclude  such  privil^es 
as  communicating  with  the  enemy,  and  that  whatever  difficulties  or 
expenses,  beyond  the  ordinary  fare  of  passage  to  neutral  ports,  are 
in  no  wise  attributable  to  the  action  of  our  Giovemment  or  authori- 
ties, but  are  due  solely  to  the  illegal  blockade  of  the  enemy  and  its 
toleration  by  neutral  nations.  As  suggested  by  the  Honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State,  it  may  be  well  doubted  whether  the  authority  of  the 
Governor  of  Georgia  extended  to  the  act  of  expulsion,  and  whether 
those  parties  having  the  privilege  of  free  recourse  to  the  courts  were 
under  the  necessity  of  leaving  their  abodes  in  that  State.  Their  con- 
dition, however,  resulting  from  their  yielding  obedience  to  the  man- 
date of  the  Governor  excites  sympathy  and  consideration.  The 
Department  will  offer  such  ameliorations  and  relief  as  it  can  within 
the  province  of  its  powers.  Any  of  these  parties  willing  to  take  serv- 
ice as  laborers  and  employes  in  the  works  of  the  Grovernment  may  be 
emploj'ed  at  fair  wages,  and  you  are  authorized  to  send  such  to  the 
superintendents  and  workshops  of  the  departments.  Of  coarse,  as 
far  as  conveniently  may  be,  you  will  prefer  those  within  or  nearest 
to  your  department.  To  others  who  may  wish  to  go  abroad  pass- 
ports and  such  facilities  as  can  be  consistently  rendered  will  be  givea 
by  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Circular  Letter.]  Richmond,  Va.,  September  19,  I864. 

His  Excellency  M.  L.  Bonhah, 

Oovernor  of  the  Staie  of  SotUh  Ca/roUna,  Cobmdna: 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  a  matter  of  publie 
interest,  in  which  the  harmony  of  action  between  the  State  and  Cod- 
federate  governments  is  essential  to  the  public  welfare. 

In  some  of  the  States  executive  proclamations  have  been  issued 
requiring  all  aliens  within  their  limits  to  render  military  service  or  to 
depart  from  the  State  within  a  specified  period.  The  language  of  thew 
proclamations  has  been  so  general  as  to  admit  of  no  exceptions,  and 
their  effect  has  been  in  some  instances  to  alarm  alien  mechanics  and 
laborers  employed  in  the  Confederate  workshops  and  factories,  to 
induce  them  to  abandon  their  employment,  and  to  demand  passxtorts 
in  order  to  return  to  their  country. 

Skilled  workmen,  experts  in  various  mechanical  puranits,  indis- 
pensable in  the  foundries,  laboratories,  arsenals,  machine-shops,  and 

*Kot  foand. 
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factories,  have  been  engaged  in  Europe  under  contracts  which  guarantee 
to  them  immunity  from  the  obligation  of  bearing  arms,  and  many 
immigrants  are  now  on  their  way  to  the  Confederacy  on  the  faith  of 
these  contoracts. 

It  is  not  doubted  that  the  Grovemors  of  the  several  States  who  have 
issued  such  proclamations  entertained  no  intention  of  interfering  with 
mechanics  and  workmen  in  the  Confederate  militaiy  service.  Men 
who  are  employed  in  manufacturing  and  preparing  munitions  of  war 
and  military  supplies  are  as  effectively  engaged  in  the  defense  of  the 
country,  and  should  be  as  free  from  interference  by  the  State  authori- 
ties as  the  soldiers  in  the  field.  But  the  failure  to  Indicate  in  the 
proclamations  already  issued  that  such  men  as  are  thus  employed  in 
the  Confederate  service  are  not  intended  to  be  embraced  within  the 
terms  of  the  proclamation  has  already  given  rise  to  the  abandonment 
of  work  indispensable  to  the  Army. 

I  have  therefore  respectfully  to  request  that  in  all  cases  where  such 
proclamations  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  issued,  the  necessary 
notice  be  given  that  they  do  not  apply  to  this  class  of  aliens. 

In  addressing  to  you  this  communication  it  is  my  purpose  carefully 
to  avoid  raising  any  question  that  could  produce  a  conflict  between 
the  General  and  State  governments,  and  I  therefore  refrain  from  the 
expression  of  an  opinion  on  the  constitutionality  of  such  exercise  of 
power  as  is  involved  in  these  proclamations.  It  may  not,  however,  be 
improper  to  invoke  your  consideration  of  the  policy  of  banishing  from 
our  country  at  a  time  when  the  services  of  every  man  are  particularly 
valuable  such  aliens  as  have  not  acquired  the  residence  which  would 
subject  them  to  military  service,  but  who  are  willing  to  serve  their 
country  as  artisans  during  the  war.  It  is  plain  that  the  labor  of  all 
such  as  are  usefully  employed  in  the  Confederate  workshops,  factories, 
and  laboratories  must  be  performed  by  some  one,  and  if  these 
undomiciled  foreigners  are  driven  away  their  places  must  be  supplied 
(if  indeed  they  coald  be  supplied  at  all)  by  men  detailed  from  the 
Army;  and  the  action  of  the  State  authorities  would  thus  result  in  an 
effect  precisely  the  reverse  from  that  intended  by  them;  it  would 
diminish  instead  of  increasing  the  strength  of  the  armies.  Those  aliens 
even  who  are  laboring  elsewhere  than  in  the  service  of  the  Government 
are  efficiently  aiding  our  cause  by  services  of  great  value  in  furnishing 
to  our  people  many  necessary  articles,  such  as  shoes,  clothing, 
machinery,  agricultural  implements,  and  the  like,  which  it  is  now  so 
difficult  to  obtain  from  abroad. 

It  is  submitted  that  sound  policy  would  require  us  to  encourage . 
during  the  war  rather  than  prohibit  the  residence  of  such  persons 
among  us,  even  tJiongh  they  are  not  available  for  service  in  the  field. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

(Same  to  Governor  Vance,  of  North  Carolina;  Watts,  of  Alabama; 
Brown,  of  Georgia;  Smith,  of  Virginia,  and  Milton,  of  Florida.) 


Executive  Department,  State  of  North  Carolina, 


Sib:  The  State  of  North  Carolina  has  contracts  with  nearly  all  the 
cotton  and  woolen  miUs  within  her  borders  for  a  certain  per  cent. 


Raleigh,  September  19,  1864. 


Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 


Secretary  of  War: 
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of  their  productions.  I  have  imported  material  and  machinery  for 
them,  and  so  far  have  supplied  our  troops  with  their  fabrics  at  half 
the  price  paid  by  Confederate  agents.  General  Lawton  has,  however, 
conceived  the  idea  that  the  whole  business  of  this  State  supplying  her 
own  troops  must  be  broken  up,  no  doubt  for  the  reason  that  it  is  done 
better  and  cheaper  than  it  could  be  done  by  him.  Accordingly,  details 
for  hands  in  the  factories  have  been  refused  and  they  are  being  sent 
to  camp,  unless  they  will  break  their  contracts  with  the  State  and 
enter  into  others  with  General  Lawton.  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter 
announcing  the  suspension  of  an  extensive  factory  this  morning  for 
that  cause. 

I  presume  from  the  way  in  which  I  was  treated  about  running  the 
blockade,  and  the  many  impediments  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  State 
quartermaster's  department  generally,  that  General  Lawton's  attem^M 
to  seize  the  whole  business  receives  the  countenance  of  the  Confeder- 
ate Administration.  If  so,  I  would  be  glad  to  have  it  honestly  avowed. 
If  the  Confederate  and  State  governments  are  reduced  to  the  disrepu- 
table position  of  scheming  against  each  other  and  of  oppressing  when- 
ever one  may  happen  to  have  the  power  over  the  other,  I  want  to 
understand  it  when  my  time  comes. 

North  Carolina  long  ago  made  a  contract  with  the  Confederate  States 
to  famish  her  ovm  troops  in  the  field,  and  to  enable  her  to  do  this  it 
was  agreed  that  her  own  resources  should  be  surrendered  to  her  own 
agents.  Notwithstanding,  this  was  immediately  disregarded  and  we 
have  had  to  contend  with  Confederate  agents  in  every  market  for 
every  article,  yet  it  is  our  boast  and  pride  that  we  have  nobly  fulfilled 
the  contract.  It  does  not  suit  our  convenience  or  notions  of  duty 
toward  our  soldiers  to  surrender  everything  now  to  Mr.  Lawton  and 
allow  him  to  seize  our  mills  by  force  after  all  that  we  have  done  to 
keep  tliem  up;  nor  have  we  ever  refused  to  loan  the  surplos  to  the 
Confederate  States  after  supplying  our  own  troops. 

I  will  not  undertake  to  show  the  impolicy  of  such  a  course,  the  mil- 
lions saved  the  Confederacy  by  the  enterprise  of  the  State,  the  com- 
fort added  to  the  hard  lot  of  our  soldiers,  nor  any  considerations  of 
that  character. 

But  I  beg  you  to  pause  before  permitting  General  Lawton  to  ongt 
North  Carolina  of  her  resources  to  clothe  her  troops  in  this  manner. 
It  will  not  be  submitted  to  by, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Referred  to  the  Quartermaster-General  for  consideration  and  report 
on  this  extraordinary  letter. 


[Septbhbbr  21,  1864.— For  Special  Orders,  Ko.  224  (paragraph  | 
XLII),  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraFs  Offioe,  directing  the  impress- 1 
ment  of  6,000  slaves  in  the  State  of  Viiginia  for  servioe  in  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia  for  the  term  of  thirty  days,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLU, 
Part  n,  p.  1268.]  | 


Z.  B.  VANCE. 


[Indorumatit.] 


September  23,  1864. 


J.  A.  SKDDON, 

Secr^ary. 
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C!OUN  J.  MoBab, 


Richmond,  S^eTriber  21^  1864. 


Paris: 


At  the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnrj'  estimates  have 
recently  been  snbmitted  of  the  wants  of  the  various  bureaus  abroad  in 
sterling  for  a  period  of  six  months.  After  crediting  on  the  estimate  of 
this  Bureau  what  it  was  thought  could  reasonably  be  expected  under 
existing  contracts,  there  remained  the  som  of  £395,000.  For  this  it  is 
understood  a  warrant  will  issue  in  your  favor,  by  which  the  funds 
will  be  made  available  as  they  may  aocamulate,  through  the  sales  of 
cotton,  or  bonds,  or  from  any  other  sources.  In  this  connectioii  I  can 
only  commend  Major  Ferguson  and  the  important  interests  of  this 
department  to  a  continuance  of  the  favorable  regard  yon  have 
extended  to  both  in  the  past.  The  diminished  resources  of  the  coun- 
try make  this  department  more  than  ever  dependent  upon  the  foreign 
supply,  especially  in  connection  with  the  articles  of  leather,  station- 
ery, and  woolen  materials  of  every  description,  all  of  which  are 
required  by  this  branch  of  the  service  in  lai^  quantities.  I  have 
also  instructed  Major  Ferguson  in  regard  to  machinery  required  for 
the  manufacture  of  blankets  and  field  transportation.  I  doubt  not 
that  the  IVeasur^r  Department,  aided  by  the  arrangement  recently 
effected  by  you  with  Collie  &  Co.,  will  be  able  to  meet  this  foreign 
demand. 

Major  Waller  has  been  instructed  to  suspend  further  purchases  in 
the  islands.  Major  Ferguson,  it  is  thought,  can  buy  to  more  advan- 
tage in  the  English  market,  especially  on  the  score  of  quality.  Owing 
to  recent  chains  and  the  division  of  the  proceeds  of  cotton  to  you. 
Major  Waller  is  now  heavily  in  debt  and  without  any  expectation  of 
X>ayment  save  through  you.  He  probably  owes  over  £30,000,  exclus- 
ive of  his  purchases  from  Mr.  Austin,  for  which  he  was  authorized  by 
you  to  draw  at  four  mouths.  I  have  instructed  him  to  report  the 
exact  amount  to  you,  and  I  must  ask,  out  of  a  fair  regard  for  the 
credit  of  the  Government,  that  you  extend  to  him  all  the  facilities  in 
your  power  to  close  up  these  old  transactions.  Some  of  the  creditors 
are  already  a  little  impatient.  - 

Should  Mr.  Sharp  require  some  £500  more  to  complete  his  pur- 
chases please  let  him  have  it. 

The  Davis  and  Fitzhngh  contract  expires  at  an  early  day.  In  the 
meantime  the  deliveries  will  be  subjected  to  a  careful  inspection. 
Can  you  arrange  in  any  way  to  secure  an  inspection  in  England  by 
Major  Ferguson  ¥  I  much  prefer  deliveries  under  the  Rosenberg  con- 
tract, and  hope  that  they  may  not  be  superseded  by  the  supposed 
advantages  of  the  Davis  and  Fitzhugh  contract.  It  was  not  contem- 
plated that  this  department  should  be  charged  with  the  pay,  Ac. ,  of 
officers  abroad,  as  no  provision  was  made  for  the  payment;  still,  a  war- 
rant is  forwarded  to  you  at  your  request  for  £839  lis.  4d.  to  dose 
your  account. 


A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster-  General. 
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Richmond,  Sepiemher  21,  1864. 


Maj.  J.  B.  Ferguson, 

QitaHermaster : 
(Cure  Fraser,  Trenholm  A  Co.,  Liverpool.) 

Snt:  Major  Waller  has  just  been  directed  to  suspend  purchases  in 
the  islands.  As  all  the  funds  now  provided  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment are  realized  through  Mr.  McRae,  it  is  preferred  that  you  should 
expend  the  same,  as  every  assurance  is  felt  that  you  will  be  able  in 
dealing  with  the  manufacturers  themselves  to  purchase  better  mat^*- 
rial  and  at  lower  prices.  Provision,  however,  will  have  to  be  made  for 
Major  Waller's  debts,  amounting,  it  is-tho'ught,  to  over  £30,000.  For 
this  he  must  look  to  Mr.  McRae,  and  you  will  please  give  him  any 
assistance  in  your  power  to  close  up  the  past.  Yon  ask  that  cotton 
may  be  shipped  to  you,  so  that  you  may  realize  on  the  same  througli 
the  firm  of  Gilliat  &  Co.  All  shipments  on  account  of  the  bareans 
separately  have  ceased.  All  cotton  now  goes  out  on  account  of  the 
Treasury  Department  and  the  proceeds  pass  to  the  credit  of  Mr. 
McRae. 

At  the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  several  bureaus 
submitted  estimates  showing  their  wants  in  sterling  for  six  months. 
The  estimate  of  this  department,  after  crediting  the  yield  of  existing 
contracts,  was  £395,000.  It  is  understood  that  a  warrant  will  issue  for 
that  amount  in  favor  of  Mr.  McRae,  by  which  the  fund  will  be  made 
available  to  you,  as  money  may  be  realized  by  the  sale  of  cotton  or  of 
bonds  or  from  any  other  source. 

You  will  continue  to  pr^  forward  your  purchases  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  Should  you  experience  no  disappointment  in  the  receipt  of 
funds  you  will  purchase  liberally  of  material  for  oflBcers'  uniforms,  of 
stationery,  and  leather.  Let  the  last  be  of  the  very  best  quality,  and 
include  harness,  upper,  and  sole.  You  need  not  contract  for  blue  cloth 
for  pant-s,  as  the  gray  makes  up  to  more  advantage.  You  had  lUso 
better  purchase  woolen  cloths,  or  flannels,  or  felt  hats  in  lieu  of  socks, 
as  we  can  manufacture  the  latter  from  cotton  yarn.  A  cheap  and 
serviceable  felt  hat  would  bo  very  acceptable  to  the  Army.  In  other 
respects  you  are  fully  advised  as  to  its  winter  wants,  and  will  continue 
to  purchase  and  ship,  as  heretofore,  of  the  best  quality  of  blankets, 
bluchers,  and  gray  cloths,  with  a  fair  proportion  of  trimming. 

Should  Mr.  Sharp  require  more  funds  to  complete  his  purchases, 
aid  him  in  getting  the  same  from  Mr.  McRae.  The  latter  advises  that 
you  have  received  all  of  the  warrant  sent  you  for  £85,000. 

What  about  the  cotton  sent  to  Major  Huse  by  the  Thorbum  line? 


Maj.  R.  P.  Waller, 

Saint  George^  BermvxixL : 
Snt :  I  have  just  written  to  you  fully  in  regard  to  suspending  further 
purchases  in  the  islands,  and  the  provision  made  for  the  payment  of 
your  present  indebtedness  at  Nassau.  I  think  it  advisable  to  be  more 
explicit  on  one  point.  Do  not  on  the  authority  received  from  Mr. 
McRae  purchase  further  of  the  stock  held  by  Mr.  Samuel  Austin.  I 
was  willing  at  one  time  to  take  the  whole  lot,  valued  at  some  £40,000, 
imyable  in  cotton,  but  if  they  are  to  be  paid  for  by  Mr.  McRae  in 


A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermtzater-Oeneral.  ■ 


Richmond,  September  21,  1864. 
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sterlin^r,  I  much  prefer  to  leave  the  expenditure  of  all  such  means  to 
Major  Ferguson.  Major  Cameron,  at  Wilmington,  has  occasion  to 
inspect  at  times  supplies  delivered  under  the  "Davis  and  Fitzhugh 
contract."  Most  if  not  all  their  deliveries  have  been  purchased  in 
the  Islands.  Please  send  to  Major  Cameron  some  samples  of  the 
goods  those  markets  afford,  with  advices  from  time  to  time  as  to  the 
prices  current;  it  will  aid  his  judgment.  Any  special  information 
you  may  glean  touching  purchaies  under  that  contract  will  be 
acceptable. 

Did  you  ever  purchase  in  Nassau  all  the  articles  on  the  list  carried 
out  by  Mr.  Thomas  Sharp,  which  yon  assumed  to  purchase,  and  for 
which  purpose  the  suin  of  £500  was  retained  by  you  out  of  his  draft? 
If  not,  inform  that  he  may  provide  the  same. 

Recent  occurrences  make  unnecessary  any  instructions  in  regard 
to  shipments  via  and  from  Havana  to  Mobile.  In  shipping  to  Wil- 
mington do  all  you  can  to  secure  first-class  vessels  in  point  of  speed 
and  reliable  management,  as  that  goes  far  to  insure  the  cargoes.  The 
heavy  shipment  made  by  you  in  the  steamer  Owl  arrived  safely  and 
is  now  in  quarantine  at  \yilmington. 

There  can  bo  no  risk  in  sending  forward  yo\ir  accounts,  as  you  hold 
quadruplicate  vouchers.  In  regard  to  your  own  account,  about  which 
you  inquire,  you  can  charge  that  up  for  the  time  you  have  been  in  the 
isUmds,  with  commutation  for  quarters  and  fuel  at  the  rates  pre- 
scribed by  the  Secretary  of  War.  Sea  transportation  to  Nassau  you 
can  charge  up  at  its  actual  cost  to  you  in  gold. 

Please  report  at  an  early  day  to  what  extent  and  on  what  terms 
leather  of  the  best  quality,  harness,  upper,  and  sole,  can  be  purchased 
in  the  islands.  It  is  thought  it  may  be  drawn  advantageously  from 
Nova  Scotia.    How  will  that  market  compare  with  the  European  ? 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

QuarterTnaster-GenercU. 


General  Orders,  |       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 
No.  73.  f  Richmond,  Va.,  September  22, 

\.  The  generals  of  reserves  will  hereafter  control  the  enrolling 
officers  and  conduct  the  business  of  conscription  and  enrollment  in 
their  respective  States,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
through  the  Conscript  Bureau. 

II.  Commandants  of  conscripts  and  of  camps  of  instruction  will 
be  under  the  direction  of  the  generals  of  reserves. 

III.  As  soon  as  practicable  all  oflBcers  and  men  now  employed  in 
the  enrolling  service,  whether  as  enrolling  oflBcers,  conscript  guards, 
clerks,  or  otherwise,  except  such  as  are  retired  or  assigned  to  light 
duty  by  the  medical  boards,  will  be  relieved  by  details  from  the 
reserve  forces  and  sent  to  the  field, 

IV.  All  applications  for  exemption  and  detail  will  be  transmitted, 
through  the  generals  of  reserves,  to  the  superintendent  of  the 
Bureau  of  Conscription  for  decision.  The  ofl&ce  of  Congressional  dis- 
toict  enrolling  officer  is  abolished,  and  communications  from  local 
enrolling  officers  will  be  transmitted  through  the  commandants  of 
conscripts  to  the  generals  of  reserves-  An  officer  may  be  assigned 
to  duty  in  each  Congressional  district  by  the  generals  of  reserves  as 
inspector  of  conscription. 

V.  The  reports  required  to  be  furnished  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
smption  ^ss  paragraph  X,  General  Orders,  No.  67,  Adjutant  and 
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Inspector  General's  Office,  current  series,  are  often  defective  and 
incomplete — failing  to  give  the  county  in  which  the  man  resides, 
where  it  is  supposed  he  may  be  found,  or  such  other  information  as 
may  lead  to  his  prompt  arrest.  The  attention  of  regimental  and 
company  officers  is  especially  directed  to  the  terms  of  that  order 
and  their  compliance  therewith  required.  Only  those  men  who 
have  deserted  or  are  absent  from  their  commands  without  proper  J 
authority  shonld  be  reported,  and  when  all  men  so  absent  have  been  < 
reported,  it  will  be  only  necessary  to  report  those  who  subsequently 
al^nt  themselves,  until  a  return  of  the  action  taken  by  t|ie  enroll- 
ing officer  is  received,  by  tlie  officer  reporting  such  desertion  or 
al»ence. 

VI.  Paragraph  II,  Greneral  Orders,  No.  67,  current  series,  is 
amended  by  striking  out  the  words  '*wiU  not  be  molested  without  a  i 
special  order,"  and  inserting  the  following  language,  "  will  be  allowed 
to  retain  it  on  showing  such  right."  j 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
A^^UmU  and  Inspedor  QeneraL 


Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  6enbral*s  Office, 

No.  225.        }  Richmond^  September  SS,  1864. 

«•**««« 

in.  The  ten  companies  composing  the  oi^nization  known  as  Piek- 
ett^s  regiment  Alalmma  cavalry,  Roddey's  command,  will  constitute 
the  Tenth  Regiment  Alabama  Cavalry,  the  field  officers  of  which  will 
be  appointed  by  the  War  Department. 

**««*•• 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assisiani  A^ijidcmt-CfeneraL 


Q.  S.  Armory,  Biehmond^  September  3tB^  2864. 

Col.  J.  GOBQAS, 

Chief  of  Ordnance : 

Colonel:  I  beg  to  present  for  year  informAtion  a  list  of  rifle 

muskets  manufactured  North,  and  their  places  of  manufacture: 

Springfield  U.  S.  rifle,  manufactured  at  Springfield,  Mass. 

Philadelphia  U.  S.  rifle,  manufactured  at  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Bridesburg  U.  S.  rifle,  manufactured  at  Bridesburg,  Pa. 

Park,  Snow  &  Co.  U.  S.  rifle,  manufactured  at  Meriden,  Conn. 

Colt  U.  S.  rifle,  manufactured  at  Hartford,  Conn. 

Whitney  U.  S.  rifle,  manufactured  at  Whitneyville,  Conn. 

Wm,  Muir  &  Co.  U.  S.  rifle,  manufactured  at  Windsor  Locks,  Conn. 

Norwich  U.  S.  rifle,  manufactured  at  Norwich,  Conn. 

L.  G.  &  Y.  U.  S.  rifle,  manufactured  at  Windsor,  Vt. 

Providence  Tool  Company  U.  S.  rifie,  manufactured  at  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 

E.  Robinson  IT.  S.  rifle,  manufiictnred  at  New  York. 
U.  A.  Co.  U.  S.  rifle,  manufactured  at  New  York. 
Remington  IT.  S.  rifle,  manufactured  at  lUon,  N.  Y. 
Watertown  U.  S.  rifle,  manufactured  at  Watertown,  Mass. 
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Wm.  Mason  U.  S.  rifle,  manufactured  at  Taunton,  Mass. 
Eagleville  Company  U.  S.  rifle,  manufactured  at  place  not  known. 
Norfolk  U.  S.  rifle,  manufactured  at  Korfolk,  Va. 
Among  the  old  arms  received  in  this  armory  for  repairs  during  the 
enrrent  month  I  have  noticed  the  above  arms  from  a  variety  of  man- 
ufacturing establishments,  all  of  them  made  after  the  U.  S.  ^^55  model 
and  all  interchanging  with  the  Richmond  rifle  musket  except  in  lock- 
plate  and  mainspring,  which  have  been  altered  in  the  Northern  arms. 

I  suppose  there  are  in  the  North  (including  breech-loading)  not  less 
than  thirty-eight  armories,  all  on  a  lai^e  scale,  and  their  total  prod- 
uct probably  will  not  fall  short  of  5,000  arms  per  day. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

S.  ADAMS, 

Master  Armorer. 

[Tint  Indonemant.] 

October  16, 18(i4. 

Respectfully  ftorwarded  to  the  President  for  notice: 

This  pai>er  exhibits  a  most  marked  contrast  to  our  own  condition  \ 
in  this  respect,  w*.  win  irm  »tn\]^jy^  avo rftst»'**f"tftt»- -wjana_pe r  dav  1 
in  the  Confederacy,  though  we  have  maeliinery  enough  to  make  300  | 
(including  pistols),  and  would  soon  have  the  workmen  if  Ihey  could  I 
remain  undisturbed, 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  policy  of  the  War  Department 
ought  to  be  modified  so  far  as  to  appropriate  to  this  duty  500  or  GOO 
men  liable  to  military -duty.  This,  with  the  exempts,  would  form  a 
sufficient  force.  It  would  be  necessary  to  relievo  them  from  all  mili- 
tary duty  and  attach  them  x>ermanently  to  this  duty. 

J.  GORGAS, 

Chief  of  Ordnance, 

[Seooml  IndorMKimt.] 

October  18,  1864. 
Secretary  of  War  for  examination  and  report.  • 

J.  D. 


Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  226.        S  Richmondy  Sepieviher  23,  J864. 

m  *****  * 

XXrV.  The  Third  Battalion  Local  Defense  Troops  having  been 
increased  to  ten  companies,  will  from  this  day  be  known  as  the  Third 
Regiment  Local  Defense  Troo^. 

*•«***• 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Collector's  Office,  District  op  New  Orleans, 

Tangipahoa,  La.,  September  23,  1864- 

Hon.  G.  A.  Trbnholm, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Richmond,  Va,: 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
instruction  of  the  12th  ultimo,  together  with  the  letter  of  A.  G. 

*Inthis  connection  see  Special  Orders,  No.  238  (paragraph  IV),  Adjutant  and 
Inpeetor  Ctoneral'B  Office,  Series  I,  Vol.  XLU,  Part  11,  p.  1S»3. 
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SemmeA,  to  which  my  special  attenticm  was  directed.  Although  the 
Government  appears  to  be  indebted  for  the  information  contained  in 
the  letter  of  Mr.  S.  to  his  failure  in  procuring  one  of  the  lucrative 
contracts  to  which  he  refers,  and  though  the  forces  cited  were  imper^ 
fectly  underfltood  and  stated,  tlie  latter  expresses  the  general  com- 
plaint and  dissatisfaction  of  those  who  from  loyalty  or  inability  have 
not  participated  in  this  oontrabatid  traffic.  This  population  may  be 
divided  into  three  classes:  Those  who  have  been  directly  or  indirectly 
concerned  in  this  trade;  those  who  desire  to  do  so,  but  are  unable, 
and  those  who  abstain  from  considerations  of  loyalty  and  respect  for 
law,  the  latter  being  an  honored  but  almost  invisible  minority.  In 
my  correspondence  with  the  Department  for  nearly  two  years  past  I 
have  repeatedly  and  more  explicitly  stated  all  these  facts.  In  the 
note  referring  the  letter  of  Mr.  Semmes  to  you,  Mr.  Seddon  remarks: 

Probably  the  best  mode  of  preventing  the  trade  would  be  to  establish  along  the 
military  frontier  collecting  districts,  and  to  instruct  the  collectors  to  exert  all 
their  powers  to  prohibit  the  trade  and  to  call  upon  the  military  for  assistaiice. 

The  first  suggestion  is  impracticable,  because  it  implies  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  line  of  pickets  by  this  department  on  the  whole  frontier. 
The  second  is  precisely  what  I  have  been  aiming  to  do — that  is,  mak- 
ing the  military  pickets  auxiliary  to  this  department,  but  which  it 
will  require  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War  direct  to  put  in  prac- 
tice. I  have  from  the  beginning  called  upon  the  military  to  do  this 
without  effect. 

In  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  cotton  belonging  to  the  Government 
I  know  of  none  in  this  locality,  and  being  ignorant  of  its  wants  or 
policy  I  do  not  feel  warranted  in  expressing  any  opinion  entitled  to 
weight  or  consideration.  Should,  however,  further  reflection  or  an 
interview  with  General  Ilodge  give  me  any  strong  convictions  on  the 
subject  I  will  venture  to  submit  them. 

In  regard  to  the  exchange  of  sugar  produced  near  the  Mississippi 
for  the  commissjiry  east  of  Pearl  River,  it  seems  to  me  it  will  be  a 
difficult  matter  and  can  only  be  done  by  seizure  and  impressment,  as 
the  sugar,  if  left  to  the  laws  of  trade,  would  find  its  natural  market 
in  New  Orleans,  unless  the  Government  could  prevent  the  greater 
attraction  of  offering  its  cotton  in  exchange.  I  think,  too,  the 
amount  within  our  reach  must  be  very  small,  as  a  sort  of  retributive 
fatality  seems  to  have  followed  the  cultivation  of  plantations  by 
peonage,  or  hired  freedmen,  within  or  near  the  lines  of  the  enemy. 
Last  year  those  who  hired  plantations  to  cultivate  sugar  met  with 
heavy  losses,  and  this  year,  with  the  tempting  prcwpecta  of  high  prices, 
they  rushed  madly  into  cotton,  which  the  army  worm,  particularly  on 
the  alluvial  lands,  has  literally  swept  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  in 
some  instances  hundreds  of  acres  scaree  making  a  bale. 

In  relation  to  trade  with  the  enemy,  I  have  not  only  endeavored  to 
enforce  the  law  of  February  6,  18G4,  but  the  law  of  May  19,  1862,  by 
incessant  remonstrance  and  notification  to  the  military  authorities, 
and  I  can  truly  say  that  my  organization,  however  much  it  has  failed 
to  cover  the  whole  ground,  has  been  the  principal  barrier  to  this 
trade,  in  proof  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  letters  of  the  13th 
and  27th  of  November,  1803,  and  accompanying  report. 

Though  at  that  time  I  could,  by  the  mere  moral  force  of  my  ofiBce, 
stop  a  whole  train  of  wagons,  to  such  an  extent  has  the  demoralization 
increase<l  that  the  same  attempt  now  would  probably  endanger  my 
life.  No  law  or  regulation  can  be  enforced  except  by  the  e:dhibition 
of  military  power. 


CONFEDEBATE  AUTHORITIES. 


679 


On  hearing  that  General  Hodge  had  assumed  the  command  of  the 
district  I  addressed  a  letter  to  him,  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  marked 
A,  at  the  same  time  inclosing  to  him  copy  of  your  letter  to  me  of 
Angnst  2,  1864,  and  yet  under  date  of  the  13th  instant  a  iwrmit  was 
issued,  as  per  copy  inclosed,  marked  B,  in  which  no  objection  to 
procure  a  clearance  from  this  office  or  to  pay  the  export  duty  is 
expressed,  nor  has  any  import  duty  been  paid  on  any  goods  furnished 
by  these  contractors.  It  is  also  to  be  noted  in  relation  to  this  permit 
that  if  wagons  carrying  cotton  under  it  do  not  meet  a  picket,  or  the 
picket  fails  to  Indorse  it,  an  unlimited  amount  may  be  carried  out 
under  a  permit  to  export  a  few  bales,  and  I  am  credibly  informed  that 
cotton  is  now  being  hauled  in  every  direction  to  the  lines  of  the 
enemy. 

I  do  not  refer  to  these  facts  to  complain  of  General  Hodge,  but  to 

exculpate  myself  from  any  want  of  vigilance  or  remissness  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  duty.  I  am  bound  to  presume  that  General  Hodge  is 
acting  according  to  his  instructions,  or  that  lio  is  doing  all  he  can  to 
enforce  the  law  on  this  subject,  and  tliat  if  he  is  unable  to  do  so  it 
is  because  the  accumulated  tendency  to  traffic  on  an  extended  bor- 
der, i-estrained,  as  it  were,  only  by  a  long  and  leaky  levee,  has  at  length 
culminated  in  a  crevasse  which  it  is  impossible  to  check  or  control 
until  the  cotton  has  all  flowed  out,  which  is  perhaps  the  best  thing 
that  could  happen,  if  happen  it  must. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  in  the  exercise  of  a  "benevolent  discre- 
tion" to  bend  the  right  lines  of  the  law  to  individual  cases.  The  fron- 
tier or  border  classes  are  here  considered  rather  the  favored  ones,  for 
though  alternately  protected  and  raided  on  by  both  parties,  they  are 
said  to  be  repaid  an  hundredfold  as  the  intermediaries  in  the  exag- 
gerated profits  of  this  border  traffic;  and  as  it  is  not  the  really  wortliy 
and  needy  who  are  the  first  to  partake  of  these  beneficent  provisions 
of  the  Government,  if  I  may  be  permitted  a  homely  illustration,  it  is 
like  attempting  to  feed  a  weakly  pig  at  the  common  trough,  who  is 
likely  to  perish  before  his  lusty  fellows  become  sufficiently  gorged  to 
give  him  room.  If  I  was  invested  to-day  with  the  authority  to  give 
permits  to  ship  a  few  bales  of  cotton  to  all  who  should  prove  them- 
selves in  want,  there  is  hardly  a  man,  woman,  or  child  in  this  district 
who  would  not  prove,  by  moral  and  legal  evidence,  that  they  required 
it — the  poor  to  satisfy  alraolute  wants,  the  affiuent  to  supply  the 
vacuum  created  by  impressments  and  voluntary  or '  compulsory' 
hospitality. 

I  duly  appreciate  your  kind  offer  to  approve  my  nomination  of  a 
deputy  collector  should  the  business  of  my  department  require  it, 
but  I  think  all  that  it  is  possible  or  practicable  to  do  may  be  done  by 
inspectors  of  the  revenue,  whom  I  have  appointed  and  suspended  from 
time  to  time  as  occasion  required. 

I  have  endeavored  to  administer  my  office  without  unnecessary 
parade  or  expense.  All  the  additional  service  I  may  need  would  be 
mostly  itinerary,  when  the  p&rty  would  be  subjected  to  great  priva- 
tions and  hard  fare,  to  which  I  could  not  with  propriety  invite  the 
gentlemen  you  have  su^ested. 

It  is,  moreover,  very  difficult  fop  a  stranger  out  of  the  Army  to  subsist 
here,  and  I  have  only  been  able  to  do  so  by  a  small  fanning  interest 
I  had  near  here  before  the  war  and  the  services  of  a  f^w  servants. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  a  party  who  had  a  load  of  cotton  seized 
my  orders  placed  in  my  hands  Special  Orders,  No.  11,  of  September 
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11,  1864,  of  General  Hodge,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  incloeed, 
marked  C,  under  which  the  authority  for  moving  is  claimed. 

This  order  may  be  in  accordance  with  a  policy  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment which  it  is  not  my  province  to  question,  but  I  respectfully  sub- 
mit that  if  '*  no  restrictions  are  to  be  placed  on  the  transit  or  removal 
of  property  of  any  kind  within  the  military  lines  of  this  command, 
and  no  citizen  is  to  be  molested  in  any  disposition  as  to  locality  he 
desires  to  make  of  his  property,"  this  dex>artment  ought  not  to  be  held 
responsible  for  any  infractions  of  the  law  prohibiting  the  transporta- 
tion of  cotton  toward  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  though  I  shall  oontinne 
to  exert  all  the  efforts  in  my  power  to  enforce  the  laws  and  re^rtilatioiu 
as  enjoined  upon  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant. 

F.  H.  HATCH, 

CcUedor. 

[Vint  inaorwiuMt.] 

OCTOBBR  1,  1864. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Respectfully  referred  to  Honorable  Secretary  of  War,  and  his 
co-operation  earnestly  requested  in  the  efforts  to  arrest  this  unlawful 
traffic.  The  orders  of  General  Hodge,  if  not  attended  with  some  safe- 
guards, will  reopen  the  door  wide  for  all  the  irregularities  hitherto  so 
loudly  complained  of.  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  orders, 
such  as  that  marked  B,  should  embody  a  condition  that  the  cotton 
should  be  allowed  to  pass  only  when  it  is  indorsed  ui)on  the  order  by 
an  officer  of  the  customs  that  the  export  duty  has  been  paid;  and 
that  no  payment  shonld  be  made  to  contractors  fbr  goods  except  upon 
the  exhibition  of  a  certificate  from  the  collector  that  the  import  dnties 
have  been  paid.  I  respectfully  request  that  instmctlons  to  this  effect 
may  be  sent  to  General  Hodge. 

G.  A.  TRENHOLM, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

[Seoond  ladnrMment.] 

October  16,  1864. 
I^et  a  letter  be  written  to  General  Hodge  suggesting  that  the  duties 
on  cotton  exported  under  the  contracts  of  the  Department  or  com- 
manders, and  the  goods  imported,  should  all  be  required  to  pay  duties, 
and  that  his  action  should  secure  such  course. 

J.  A.  S. 

[Third  ladowepi.) 

Honorable  Secretary  of  War: 

I  do  not  think  that  the  officers  in  command  in  Mississippi  or  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  can  be  trusted  to  regulate  the  cotton  trade.  I  would 
not  allow  them  to  grant  permission  even  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
supplies.  Experience  has  shown  that  they  cannot  or  will  not  manage 
the  matter  judiciously,  and  there  are  pernicious  and  extensive  conse- 
quences from  bad  management  

[Incomplete*.] 
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Collector's  Office,  Dibtmct  of  New  Orleans, 

Tangipdhoay  La. ,  September  4,  I864. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  B.  Hodge, 

Comdg.  Dist.  of  Southwest  Miss,  and  East  £0.,  CliTUmt^  La.: 

General  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inclose  herewith  co'>y  of  a  letter 
jnst  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  clearly  defining  the 
law  relative  to  the  exemption  of  articles  from  import  duty.  This  has 
always  been  my  opinion  and  the  policy  I  have  endeavored  to  carry 
oat,  but  hitherto  have  been  unable  to  do  so  for  the  want  of  that 
cordial  and  active  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  military  authorities 
alike  expected  by  the  Government  and  commanded  by  the  public 
interests.  The  reason  for  that  indisposition  to  aid  this  department 
it  is,  perhaps,  not  my  province  to  determine,  but  I  sincerely  trust 
that  under  your  administration  of  the  district  this  will  be  remedied, 
though  I  am  quite  sensible  of  its  demoralized  condition  and  the  her- 
culean and  almost  impossible  task  before  you. 

In  a  condition  of  war  I  am  dependent  almost  solely  upon  the 
military  for  protection  and  aid  in  the  dischai^  of  my  official  duties 
and  to  enable  me  to  execute  the  laws  and  to  carry  out  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Treasury  Department.  I  have  respectfully  to  request 
that  you  will  instruct  all  officers  in  your  district  appointed  to  receive 
dutiable  articles  furnished  by  army  contractors  to  take  pcwsession  of 
such  goods  aqd  the  invoices  accompanying  and  to  forward  the 
invoices  under  seal  to  this  office  or  to  an  officer  of  this  department, 
but  not  to  release  or  accept  delivery  of  the  goods  until  a  certificate 
is  furnished  from  this  department  certifying  that  the  duties  have 
been  paid.  This  course  I  regard  as  alike  important  to  the  interests 
of  your  department  and  mine,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  large  quanti- 
ties of  inferior  goods  are  being  introduced,  likely  to  be  palmed  off  on 
the  Government  or  sold  on  siieculation,  without  paying  the  duties 
established  by  law. 

In  this  connection  permit  me  to  sug^^t  that  for  convenience  and 
protection  this  department  should  be  under  the  supervision  of  one 
inspector,  lest  goods  rejected  at  one  point  should  be  received  at 
another,  a  thing  which  I  have  reason  to  believe  has  already  been 
done.  Major  Ravesies,  assigned  to  local  work  at  Osyka,  would  be  a 
most  suitable  officer  to  take  the  general  chaise  of  this  business.  He 
is  capable  and  reliable. 

I  have  also  to  request  that  you  will  instruct  all  officers  and  soldiers 
>  of  your  command  to  seize  and  report  to  this  department  all  merchan- 
dise brought  into  this  district  on  which  the  duties  have  not  been 
paid. 

If  military  permits  are  granted  to  export  cotton,  I  beg  that  you  will 
continue  the  practice  heretofore  adopted  of  first  requiring  a  certifi- 
cate from  this  office  that  the  export  duties  have  been  paid. 

Tendering  you  that  cordial  co*operation  which  should  characterize 
the  relations  between  officers  of  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  public 
service^ 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  HATCH, 

CoUector. 
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B. 

IIdqrs.  Southwest  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana,  , 

Liberty,  September  23,  1864. 

Tfaompsou,  Thayer,  and  Adams,  having  contracted  with  the  officers 
of  the  Confederate  States  Government  to  deliver  certain  supplies,  and  . 
having  delivered  supplies  to  the  amount  of  $6,339.29,  as  evinced  by  1 
the  receipt  of  the  agent  of  Capt.  A.  O.  Hemdon,  chief  quartermaster  f 
of  this  district,  and  said  goods  having  been  approved  and  passed  by 
the  board  of  officers  appointed  to  inspect  and  appraise  the  same,  the 
said  Thompson,  Thayer,  and  Adams  are  permitted  to  pass  through 
the  linos  forty-six  bales  of  cotton  of  their  own  property,  with  the 
understanding  that  upon  the  return  of  Captain  Herndon  from  depart- 
ment headquarters  they  will  obtain  from  him  a  requisition  for  the  same 
number  of  bales  upon  the  produce  loan  agent  of  the  Confederal* 
States  Government.  The  pickets  will  pass  that  amount  of  cotton,  bnt 
each  officer  commanding  a  picket  through  which  said  cotton  passes 
will  indorse  on  this  permit  the  number  of  bales  passed,  and  they  will 
be  caref  ul  to  see  that  only  forty-six  bales  pass,  and  the  officers  passing 
the  last  lot  will  return  this  permit  to  these  headquarters. 

By  order  Brigadier-General  Hodge: 

N.  T.  N.  ROBINSON,  | 
Acting  Assistant  Ad^viant-OeneraL 

C. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  District  of  Homochitto, 

No.  11.         )  Liberty^  Miss.y  September  11,  186^ 

******  * 

5.  The  military  officers  of  this  district  are  reminded  that  no 
restrictions  are  to  be  imposed  upon  the  transit  or  removal  of  property 
within  the  military  lines  of  this  command.  No  citizen  will  be  molested  I 
in  any  disposition  as  to  locality  he  desires  to  make  of  his  property, 
except  in  attempts  to  pass  it  through  the  lines  in  the  direction  of  the 
enemy.  Where  cotton  or  tobacco  is  found  under  circumstances  which 
create  a  reasonable  suspicion  that  it  is  to  be  illegally  passed  over  to 
the  enemy  it  will,  in  accordance  to  the  laws  of  Congress  and  the  orders 
of  the  War  Department,  be  seized  and  tnrned  over  to  the  newest 
Confederate  States  district  marshal. 

******  « 

By  order:  GEO.  B.  HODGE, 

Brigadier- General. 


Surobon-General*s  Office, 
Richrrumdy  Va.,  September  SSy  I864. 

Surg.  Richard  Potts, 

Medical  Purveyor,  Montgomery,  Ala.: 
Sir:  You  are  directed  to  purchase  for  the  use  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment all  the  apple  brandy  that  can  be  obtained  iii  your  district  at  a 
price  not  to  exceed  436  per  gallon,  and  as  much  less  as  possible.  Yon 
will  instruct  your  purchasing  agents  to  make  it  appear  that  they  are 
buying  on  private  account.  It  is  believed  if  it  were  known  that  the 
Government  was  the  purchaser  the  price  would  be  materially  enhanced. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  MOORE, 
Surgeon- General  C.  S.  Army. 
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Richmond,  Va.,  September  S3,  I864. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  B.  HODOB, 

Liberty,  via  Summit,  Miss. : 
I  have  no  power  to  authorize  such  trade  with  the  enemy. 

JEFFERSON  DAYIS. 


Richmond,  September  SS,  2864. 

Mr.  Thomas  Sharp, 

Bonded  Agent,  Quartermaster's  Department : 
(Care  J.  B.  Ferguson,  Manchester,  England.) 
Sir:  Yonr  report  in  regard  to  the  progress  made  in  purchasing 
maehinerj'^  for  the  manufacture  of  army  shoes  has  been  received,  I 
am  gratihed  to  see  that  you  have  succeeded  in  purchasings©  fairly 
with  the  means  at  your  command,  and  your  investment  in  the  machin- 
ery for  making  sewed  shoes,  favored  as  they  are  in  the  French  service, 
is  approved.  I  hope  all  will  come  safely  in.  Be  careful  to  assort  the 
machinery  and  divide  it  in  shipment,  and  in  forwarding  the  same  be 
sore  to  secure  from  Beimuda  some  in  the  fastest  vessels.  Let  it  be 
marked  so  that  its  character  can  be  readily  ascertained,  and  forward 
invoicea  in  advance,  so  that  the  freight  can  be  distributed  from  Wil- 
mington. Be  sure  that  the  articles,  for  the  purchase  of  which  Major 
Waller  retained  £500  of  your  money,  are  had,  and  should  you  ne6d 
an  addition  to  your  present  means  to  secure  them  or  other  desirable 
pieces  of  machinery  do  not  hesitate  to  call  upon  Major  Ferguson  or 
Sir.  McRae  for  it.  You  should  by  all  means  send  in  a  liberal  supply 
of  shoemakers'  tools  for  field  use  and  shoemakers*  findings.  In  this 
connection  I  will  add  that  Major  Fei^usou  has  been  written  to  to  pur- 
chase leather.  The  receipt  of  this  machinery  will  increase  the  con- 
sumption of  that  material,  and  it  becomes  important  to  secure  some 
from  abroad,  especially  as  it  can  be  had  thoroughly  tanned.  Your 
experience  may  aid  Major  Ferguson  in  the  purchase,  and  it  would 
be  well  for  you  to  bring  a  large  lot  of  carefully  selected  leather  in 
with  you. 

The  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  blankets  should  be  secured 
by  all  means.  To  cover  risk  of  passage  and  to  increase  the  produc- 
tion for  which  you  have  estimated,  four  sets  had  better  be  purchased. 
At  a  cost  of  £2,300  each  it  will  prove  an  excellent  investment,  and 
they  will  serve  to  make  the  Confederacy  independent  of  the  foreign 
market  and  of  the  contingencies  of  the  blockade.  The  value  of  this 
machinery  will  be  enhanced  if  a  knowledge  of  the  process  of  extract- 
ing wool  from  rags,  which  you  state  has  proved  a  success,  can  be  had 
on  reasonable  terms.  Submit  this  matter  to  Major  Ferguson,  and 
between  you  the  authority  is  conferred  to  purchase  this  knowledge  at 
<fc  fair  price,  or  to  secure,  if  need  be,  the  services  of  the  party  to  whom 
you  refer  as  cognizant  of  the  process,  provide<l,  of  course,  the  latter 
involves  no  extravagance.  Any  pi-ocess  by  which  from  one  ton  of 
half  a  ton  of  wool  can  be  extracted  at  a  cost  of  1  pence  a  pound 
prove  of  great  value  to  the  Confederacy. 
As  wool  is  scarce  in  the  Confederacy,  it  will  be  better  to  purchase 
but  one  machine  for  the  manufacture  of  blankets,  unless  the  process 
referred  to  can  be  had  and  be  relied  upon  to  increase  the  quantity. 

A.  R.  LAWTON. 

Quartermaster-  General. 
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Richmond,  September  SSS,  IS64. 

Maj.  J.  B.  Febguson, 

Qiuirtermasiert  Mancheaiert  England: 
Sot:  I  have  just  written  to  Mr.  Thomas  Sharp  folly  npon  the  snb- 
ject  of  machine  for  the  manafacture  of  blankets.  He  has  been 
directed  to  confer  with  yon,  and  you  will  please  do  all  you  can  to 
arrange  for  its  purchase.  You  must  exercise  your  discretion  in  con- 
nection with  making  available  the  process  of  extracting  wool  from 
rags.  If  it  has  proved  a  success  in  England  it  will  be  of  great  prac- 
tical value  here.  It  may  even  be  of  service  in  the  manufacture  ot 
cloth. 

I  inclose  for  your  information  and  action,  should  circnmstanees 

germit,  requisitions  for  articles  needed  by  the  field  transportation 
ranch  of  this  department  and  by  the  Signal  Corps,  for  the  wants  of 
which  I  am  expected  to  provide.  As  time  goes  on  and  you  see  that 
the  estimate  referred  to  in  my  last  communication  is  in  a  fair  way 
to  be  responded  to,  you  will  endeavor  to  provide  the  articles  called 
for,  and  in  the  event  of  making  shipments  yon  will  be  particular 
to  advise  this  office  respecting  the  same,  and  in  a  manner  that  will 
enable  it  to  identity  the  supplies,  and  so  control  tiieir  destination 
from  Wilmington. 

In  referring  as  I  did  in  my  previous  communication  to  the  advan- 
tage of  purchasing  all  gray  cloths  instead  of  part  blue,  I  included 
material  for  soldiers  as  well  as  officers. 

The  necessities  of  officers  are  so  great  that  there  is  no  necessity  to 
purchase  the  first  quality  of  cloth.  The  question  has  become  one 
rather  of  quantity,  due  regard  being  had  to  wearing  properties.  The 
same  is  to  some  extent  true  of  stationery.  If  any  material  economy 
can  be  effected  and  so  the  quantity  of  purchase  increased  by  buying 
a  plain  but  serviceable  article,  it  had  better  be  done.  A  fui-ther  sav- 
ing as  to  stationery  may  be  effected  by  purchasing  letter  paper,  full 
note  size. 

A  few  thousand  yards  of  officers*  cloth — say  5,000 — and  a  limited 
quantity  of  stationery,  each  of  superior  quality,  might  be  sent  in  for 
special  purposes.  Some  water-proof  material  will  be  acceptable,  and  : 
there  is  no  article  more  serviceable  to  the  Army  for  fall  and  winter 
wear  than  the  flannel  or  worsted  shirts,  or  the  material  for  tiieir 
manufacture. 

The  water-proof  material  must  be  i>ostponed  to  an  abundant  sup- 
ply of  woolen  goods,  as  also  must  the  inclosed  requisition.* 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quariermaster'OeneraL  , 


Statb  of  Korth  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

Bcdeight  S^^tember  1864. 
His  Excellency  Governor  M.  L.  BONHAM, 

Colvmhia^  S.  C.  : 
Dear  Sir:  The  Legislatures  of  the  various  States  will  soon  be  in 
session.  It  will  become  them  to  take  such  steps  in  aid  of  the  com- 
mon cause  as  the  perilous  and  straightened  condition  of  the  country 
demands.  The  great  evil  of  desertion  must  be  broken  up,  if  possible; 
provision  must  be  made  to  feed  the  poor,  and  the  feeble  and  despond- 
ing must  be  encouraged  and  inspired  with  hope;  and,  beyond  all 

*Not  found. 
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else,  men  must  be  sent  to  the  armies  of  Generals  Lee  and  Hood.  To 
find  how  and  where  to  get  these  men  is  the  great  object  of  inquiry. 
Large  numbers,  no  doubt,  are  in  the  various  departments  of  the  Con- 
federate Government  who  could  be  sent  to  the  field  and  their  places 
filled  by  non-combatants.  It  will  be  for  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment to  look  after  these.  There  are  also  numbers  engaged  in  the 
various  State  departments  who  might  be  spared.  And  there  is  yet  a 
large  class  of  State  officers  in  all  the  States  withheld  from  service,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  necessity  for  them  in  administering  the  gov- 
ernments, but  also  because  the  principle  of  States  sovereignty  ren- 
dered it  improper  to  allow  the  Confederate  Government  to  conscript 
them.  This  latter  class  I  suppose  to  be  quite  numerous  in  all  the 
States,  and  could  there  be  a  way  prescribed  to  put  at  least  a  portion 
of  them  into  service  without  injuring  the  efficiency  of  the  State  gov- 
ernments, and  without  infringing  upon  the  rights  of  the  States  and 
their  dignity  as  sovereigns,  they  would  constitute  quite  a  material 
re-enforcement  to  our  hi^-pressed  armies.  It  seems  indeed  desirable 
beyond  doubt.  However,  it  is  especially  desirable  that  action  on 
this  and  all  kindred  matters  should  be  uniform,  or  as  nearly  so  as 
possible.  It  would  avoid  much  discontent  for  every  man  to  know 
that  he  was  required  to  do  only  that  which  every  one  else  has  to  do, 
and  that  the  burdens  of  the  war  are  fairly  distributed.  In  order  to 
attain  this  uniformity,  as  well  as  to  consult  on  any  other  matter  of 
possible  concern  which  might  present  itself,  I  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  suggest  a  meeting  of  all  the  Southern  Executives  on  this  side  of  the 
Mississippi  at  some  such  point  as  Augusta,  Ga.,  during  the  coming 
month  of  October,  when  and  where  some  general  plan  of  action  might 
l>e  agreed  upon  for  the  relief  of  the  country,  and  recomraeuded  to  our 
several  Legislatures.  Should  such  a  suggestion  meet  with  favor  at 
your  hands,  I  would  be  greatly  pleased  to  hear  from  you  in  regard  to 
the  time  and  place  of  meeting.  Any  time,  so  far  as  I  can  now  see, 
will  suit  me,  and  any  place  within  three  days*  travel  by  rail. 

I  am,  Governor,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.»B.  VANCE. 

(Letters  of  the  same  tenor  with  the  preceding  one  were  to-day  sent 
to  the  Governors  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida,  Mississippi,  Ten- 
nessee, and  Virginia.) 


[Sbptehbbr  24,  25,  and  28,  1864. — For  correspondence  between  . 
Whiting  and  Vance,  in  relation  to  the  organization  of  North  Carolina 
troops  for  the  defense  of  Wilmington,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XUI, 
Part  n,  pp.  1282,  1289,  1300.] 


[SbptbhbIgr  25,  1864. — For  General  Orders,  No.  75,  Trans-Missisr 
sippl  Department,  placing  the  Reserve  Corps  under  control  of  the 
superintendent  of  the  Conscription  Bureau,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLI, 
Part  UI,  p.  95fi.] 


General  Orders, 
No.  76. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

War  Department, 
Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

Richmond^  Fo.,  S^tember  SSd^  I864. 
1.  The  troops  raise<l  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  February 
17,  1864,  styled  ''Resei-ves,"  constitute  a  peculiar  force,  auxiliary  to. 
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but  in  a  measnre  distinct  from,  the  more  permanent  army,  and  are 
exdosively  under  the  orders  of  the  general  officers  assigned  to  their 
command  in  the  several  States,  subject  to  the  following  modifications: 

When  a  commander  of  active  forces  requires  the  reserves  as  re-en- 
forcements, application  will  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  or 
directly  to  the  general  commanding  the  reserves;  and  when  reserves 
are  assigned  in  pursuance  of  such  application  to  a  district,  depart- 
ment, or  army  commander  they  become,  during  the  period  of  such 
assignment,  subject  to  his  control  to  the  extent  that  he  alone  wiU 
direct  their  military  movements,  determine  all  applications  for  fur- 
lough, and  be  responsible  for  their  being  furnished  with  the  neces- 
sary supplies,  equipments,  &c. ;  but  questions  appertaininf?  to  their 
permanent  oi^anization  into  companies,  battalions,  and  regiments, 
the  grant  of  discharges,  details,  Ac,  will  at  all  times  be  determined 
by  the  general  commanding  reserves. 

When  reserves  are  assigned  to  the  active  fqrces  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment its  order  will  be  necessary  for  their  recall;  but  when  transferred 
by  the  general  commanding  reserves  he  may  recall  them  at  his  discre- 
tion, the  orders  therefor  being  transmitted  through  the  commander 
of  the  district,  department,  or  army  in  which  such  reserves  may  be 
serving;  but  if  their  detention  be  deemed  by  him  indispensable  he 
shall  immediately  submit  the  question  to  this  office  for  the  deoisioo 
of  the  War  Department,  in  the  meantime  retaining  the  reserves 
aflFoctcd  by  such  orders. 

During  the  assignment  of  reserves  with  the  active  forces  the  com- 
manding officer  will  have  punctually  transmitted  to  the  general  com- 
manding reserves  a  monthly  return  of  such  reserve  troops,  similar  lo 
that  required  by  paragraph  445,  Army  Regulations,  to  be  made  to  the 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

Whenever  reserves  are  serving  with  active  forces  no  discrimination 
in  the  issue  of  rations  and  supplies  of  camp  equipage  between  the  two 
classes  of  troops  will  bo  permitted. 

II.  Tlie  following  prices,  being  the  average  of  late  schedules  estab- 
lished by  commissioners  for  the  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
with  cost  of  transportation  included,  will  be  chained  for  subsistence 
stores  sold  to  officers  under  the  act  of  February  17,  1864,  and  amend- 
ments, in  Vii^inia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Florida,  (Jeorgia, 
Alalmma,  Mississippi,  and  East  Louisiana  until  further  orders: 

Bacon,  $2.50  per  pound;  fresh  beef,  70  cents  per  pound;  flour, 
per  barrel;  corn-meal,  $4.50  per  bushel  of  50  pounds;  rice,  30  cents 
per  pound;  peas,  $6.50  per  bushel  of  60  pounds;  sugar,  $3  per  pound; 
coffee,  $6  per  pound;  candles,  $3.25  per  pound;  soap,  $1  per  pound; 
vinegar,  $2.50  per  gallon;  molasses,  $10  per  gallon;  salt,  30  cents  per 
pound. 

m.  Non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  are  allowed  rations  for 
their  own  use,  but  this  privilege  does  not  authorize  the  sale  or  other 
disposition  of  them.  If  it  is  impracticable  to  use  the  ration,  commu- 
tation may  bo  drawn  in  lieu  thereof. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
A^jtUarU  and  Inspector  &eneraL 
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,   Subgbon-GenbkaIj's  Office, 

Sichmond,  Fa.,  September  26, 1864. 

Surg.  W.  A.  Gabbikgton, 

Mediccd  Director ,  Bichmond,  Fa.: 
Sib:  It  has  been  ascertained  that  the  ashes  from  wheat  straw  is  an 
excellent  substitute  for  oak-wood  ashes  for  the  manufacture  of  soap. 
You  are  instructed  so  to  inform  the  surgeons  in  charge  of  hospitals 
under  your  jurisdiction,  and  to  direct  them  that  whenever  wheat 
straw  becomes  no  longer  fit  for  use  in  the  hospitals  to  have  it  collected 
and  burned  and  the^shes  used  for  the  manufacture  of  soap.  It  is 
not  always  practicable  to  procure  oak  wood  for  this  purpose,  and  the 
present  method  of  obtaining  lye  is  suggested  not  only  as  a  matter  of 
convenience,  but  also  as  a  great  saving  to  the  Government. 
Yei^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  MOORE, 
Surgeon-Genercd  G.  S.  Army. 


September  26, 1864. 

Honorable  Secretary  op  War: 

Some  time  in  November,  1863, 1  promised  to  let  Mr.  J.  P.  H.  Camp- 
bell have  twenty  barrels  com  for  his  own  use,  but  in  February,  when 
I  came  to  dd.iver  it,  I  found  that  I  could  not  spare  more  than  half 
the  quantity,  having  sold  to  Government  and  to  families  of  soldiers  in 
the  Army  at  Government  price  as  much  as  I  could  spare,  and  then 
proposed  to  let  him  have  oats  or  wheat  of  this  year's  crop  to  make 
up  deficiency,  but  having  executed  my  bond  in  May  to  the  Govern- 
ment as  an  exempted  farmer  a  doubt  arose  as  to  my  right  to  dispose 
of  the  grain  in  the  manner  agreed  upon,  and  I  am  not  only  willing 
but  prefer  to  deliver  the  grain,  if  not  inconsistent  with  my  obliga- 
tions to  Uie  Government,  and  will  [do]  so  when  relieved. 

GEORGE  TYLER. 

[Firat  indoTNtnent.] 

COMHISSARY-GENBRAL: 

Presented  by  Mr.  Campbell,  whose  address  is  Panola  Station,  Caro- 
line County,  Va.  Mr.  Campbell  is  the  gentleman  to  whom  Mr.  Tyler 
was  under  contract  and  i-epresonts  his  want  of  the  forage  as  extreme. 
It  was  sold  to  him  at  Government  prices. 

R.  G.  H.  KEAN. 

[Seoond  lodonenient.] 

OCTOBER  3,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  for  Vir- 
ginia for  reply. 
By  order  of  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence : 

T.  U.  DUDLEY,  Jr., 
Captain  and  Assistant  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

[Third  IndonenMDt.] 

Office  Chief  Com.  of  Subsistencb  for  YmoiNiA, 

Bichmond^  October  4,  I864. 
Respectfully  returned  through  Commissary- General  of  Subsistence, 
disapproved  as  contrary  to  the  law  of  Congress  and  the  bond  of  the 
party,  which  requires  the  party  "to  sell  the  marketable  surplus  of 
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grain  and  other  prorisiona  now  (then)  on  hand  and  which  he  nuqr 
raise  £rom  year  to  year,  &c/'  to  the  Government  and  soldiers*  fami- 
lies at  schedule  prices. 

B.  P.  NOLAND, 
Mc^or  and  Chief  Gommissairy  of  Si^taistence  for  Virgmia. 

[Voortli  IndoiMment.] 

Bureau  of  Subsiotbncb, 

Richmond^  October  8,  1864. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Secretary  of  War,  calling  attention  to 
indorsement  of  Major  Noland,  which  is  approved. 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 

Commissary- General  of  Subsistence. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Biehmondt  Fa.,  September  1S64. 

Lieut.  Qen.  R.  Taylor, 

Commanding^  Meridian^  Miss.: 

General:  A  nximber  of  inspection  reports  have  brought  to  my  ' 
notice  the  existence  of  very  great  irregularity  and  abuse  in  the  admin- 
istration of  your  department,  and  that  a  reform  is  imperatively 
required.  These  reports  refer  to  facts  and  circumstances  which  arose 
long  previous  to  your  assumption  of  the  command  of  the  department, 
and  the  consequences  from  which  it  will  scarcely  be  in  your  power 
wholly  to  remove.  The  most  important  of  the  matters  referred  to  is 
the  illegal  traffic  and  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  and  the  disloyalt}- 
and  disaffection  that  have  ensued  from  it. 

Congress  as  early  as  1861  prohibited  the  export  of  cotton  except  | 
through  Confederate  ports,  and  afterward  tobacco,  rice,  sugar,  HAVsi  ' 
and  military  stores  were  made  subject  to  the  same  r^ulations. 

In  Febraary  last  all  trade  in  these  articles  beyond  the  Confederacy 
was  prohibited  except  under  special  regulations  to  be  made  by  the 
President,  and  any  trade  carried  on  or  attempted  contrary  to,  or  not 
in  conformity  with,  the  regulations  subjected  the  property  to  seizure 
and  forfeiture,  together  with  the  vessels  or  vehicles  employed  in  the 
transport  of  the  articles  and  the  slaves  and  animals  that  might  be 
used  as  instruments  for  the  purpose.  The  regulations  of  the  Presi- 
dent require,  as  a  condition  for  the  exportation  of  thrae  articles,  tiiftt 
a  license  shall  be  obtained  from  the  ooUectorof  the  district  from  whidi 
the  export  is  to  be  made,  uxmn  an  appUoation  to  him  according  to 
the  regulations  and  upon  compliance  with  conditions  imposed  in 
them. 

The  duties  of  the  military  commanders  in  respect  to  these  laws  are 
exhibited  in  Orders  No.  43,  of  the  current  series,  In  which  the  provis- 
ions of  tlie  act  are  sufficiently  set  forth.  The  inspection  reports  show 
that  it  has  been  the  habit  of  the  officers  of  the  department  to  grant 
licenses  to  trade  with  the  ports  and  posts  of  the  enemy,  and  that  the 
community  at  large  have  been  seduced  by  the  example  into  doing  the 
same  thing,  in  total  violation  or  disregard  of  the  acts  of  Congress.  ' 
They  show  that  there  are  a  number  of  impostors — ^men  professing  to 
.be  agents  of  the  Government  or  licensed  by  some  of  its  officers  to 
conduct  this  trade — and  that  as  a  consequence  of  this  licentiousness 
the  patriotism  and  public  spirit  of  the  community  have  seriously 
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diminished.  In  fact,  only  one  or  two  contracts  for  special  supplies 
have  been  made  with  the  sanction  of  the  Department^  and  siioh  nave, 
it  is  believed,  expired  by  their  limitation. 

The  Department  expects  of  you  to  disabuse  the  minds  of  all  the 
officers  and  soMiers  in  the  army  in  reference  to  the  legality  of  this 
trade.  It  should  be  prohibited  at  once;  the  guilty  parties,  if  ofB^cers, 
should  be  brought  to  trial. 

Orders  No.  43  will  show  you  the  duties  of  the  commanding  general 
in  respect  to  all  unlicensed  transactions. 

The  Treasury  Department  has  appointed  Mr.  Olapp  as  its  general 
agent,  and  he  can  inform  you  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what,  i^ansao- 
tions  are  carried  on  with  the  license  of  the  Government. 

A  second  source  of  abuse  is  the  manner  in  which  private  property 
has  been  taken,  upon  the  pretense  that  it  is  for  the  public  use.  The 
power  to  take  private  property  for  public  use  is  conferred  by  Congress 
in  the  acts  concerning  impressments.  It  is  a  power  to  be  exercised 
only  in  cases  of  necessity  and  according  to  law. 

The  general  commanding  a  department  can  direct  an  impressment 
of  proiwrty  for  public  use,  and  this  Department  has  conferred  the 
same  power  upon  the  chiefs  of  the  bureaus  of  supply  by  the  authority 
of  the  law.  In  either  case  the  power  should  be  executed  under 
specific  orders,  and  by  officers  accountable  for  the  property  taken. 

In  the  State  of  Mississippi  officers  of  every  grade  and  of  every  arm 
have  gone  through  the  State  without  8x>ecial  orders,  without  money, 
gathering  up  property  where  they  could  find  it,  refusing  payment, 
neglecting  to  ascertain  or  adjust  the  price,  leaving  insufficient 
evidence  of  their  acts,  and  in  most  of  the  cases  rendering  to  none  of 
the  departments  of  supply,  nor  to  the  department  commanders,  any 
account  of  these  acts  or  authority  for  their  acts. 

The  most  scandalous  outrages  have  been  practiced  upon  the  citizens 
of  Uuit  State  by  the  lawlras  conduct  of  subaltern  officers.  A  special 
source  of  grievance  is  the  formation  of  cavalry  bands  by  the  impress- 
ment of  horses  for  the  purpose.  The  general  orders  of  the  Depart- 
ment prohibit  this.  The  Department  anticipates  from  your  action  a 
correction  of  these  abuses. 

The  same  reports  exhibit  as  a  source  of  disorder  the  existence  in 
the  State  of  a  large  number  of  organized,  undisciplined  bands,  com- 
posed of  men  who  are  evading  military  service  by  their  connection 
with  these.  The  Department  has  long  ago  abandoned  the  habit  of 
granting  licenses  to  individuals  to  rai8<}  military  commands.  All  that 
have  at  any  time  been  granted  and  that  have  not  been  fulfilled  are 
now  inoperative. 

There  is  nothing  to  interfere  with  the  operation  of  the  conscription 
laws.  It  empowers  you  to  reduce  into  order  and  organization  the 
various  detached  companies  that  may  have  been  legally  raised  and  are 
completed  for  service,  and  such  as  are  not  in  that  state  should  be  dis- 
banded, and  those  who  are  liable  to  conscription  should  be  coti scribed. 

Intimately  connected  with  the  matters  of  illegal  and  unauthorized 
oiganizations  is  that  of  the  deserting  from  the  Army.  It  is  said  that 
there  is  a  constant  flux  of  the  military  population  of  this  side  of  the 
Mississippi  to  the  west  of  the  river,  and  that  a  very  large  number  of 
absentees  from  the  Army  have  found  shelter  in  Mississippi. 

The  present  condition  of  the  service  is  such  as  to  awaken  the  most 
serious  concern.  At  a  time  when  the  wants  of  the  country  require 
every  man  to  be  at  his  post,  a  fatal  laxity  in  the  discipline  of  our 
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armies  has  become  manifest.  The  highest  military  crime,  desertaon, 
is  committed  almost  with  impunity.  There  does  not  appear  on  the 
part  of  a  deserter  to  be  any  difficnlty  in  obtaining  shelter  in  any  see- 
tion  of  the  country,  or  even  in  a  different  portion  of  the  Army  frran 
that  in  which  he  is  serving.  Your  attention  is  called  particnljuiy  to 
this  subject  from  the  fact  that  the  reports  to  the  Department  show 
that  deserters  and  absentees  from  the  Army  without  leave  abound  in 
that  State. 

The  same  reports  show  that  in  a  number  of  the  cavalry  regrimen^ 
in  service  in  Mississippi  the  discipline  is  lax,  and  that  the  number  of 
absentees  is  unusually  large.  The  reports  show  the  general  conditio 
of  that  arm  of  the  service  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Circumstances  in  the  history  of  the  war  in  Mississippi  famish  an 
explanation  for  the  matter  of  these  reports;  but  such  a  condition  of 
disoi^anization  and  derangement  cannot  long  exist  without  prodocinf 
the  most  mischievous  consequences.  Some  of  the  abuses  can  Iw 
removed  and  some  of  the  consequences  repaired. 

A  firm,  steady,  and  considerate  administration  wonld  in  a  shwt 
time  inspire  confidence  and  inaugurate  authority.  The  Deiwrtmrat 
cannot  too  strongly  invoke  your  co-operation  and  aid  in  prodndn; 
these  results. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


confbdebatb  states  of  america, 
Quabtebuaster^Genbral's  Offigb, 

Richmondi  S^ttember  BS,  IS64. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond^  Va.  : 

Sir:  Governor  Vance  in  this  truly  "extraordinary"  letter*  specifies 
three  grounds  of  complaint  against  this  department: 
\  First.  Interference  with  his  factories  by  the  revocation  of  details. 

Second.  Impediments  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  State  in  connection 
with  running  the  blockade. 

Third.  Interference  generally  with  the  operations  of  the  quarter- 
master's department  of  the  State. 

In  regard  to  the  first,  it  is  enough  for  me  to  say  that  the  power  to 
grant  and  make  details  rests  with  another  and  an  independent  bureau. 
What  its  action  has  been  I  am  not  even  advised,  and  the  complaint 
from  Governor  Vance  first  informed  me  of  any  change  in  its  practice. 
Ttiat  action  has  rwnlted,  no  doubt,  from  the  earnest  desire  felt  by  tiit 
antliorities  of  the  Confederate  States  to  place,  for  the  present  emer- 
gency at  least,  as  many  men  as  possible  in  the  ranks,  and  was  not 
prompted  by  me. 

Respecting  the  second,  I  may  say  as  much.  The  control  ixt  that 
subject  is  also  in  other  hands,  and  to  what  Govemor  Vance  aUades 
I  am,  as  yon  are  well  aware,  even  now  wholly  ignorant.  This  Bureau 
has  no  authority  in  the  premises,  and  it  has  never  made  to  either  the 
War  Department  or  to  Lientenant-Oolonel  Bayne,  in  charge  of  liie 
Bureau  of  Foreign  Supply,  a  single  suggestion  affecting,  howev^ 
remotely,  the  interest  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Touching  the  third  complaint,  I  must  go  more  into  detail.  The 

*See  September  19,  p.  671. 
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refleetions  cast  by  Governor  Vance  upon  this  department  call  for  it, 
ut  does  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  service  at  l»rf^. 

Governor  Vance,  states  that  Korth  Carolina  made  a  contract  to  fur- 
oish  her  own  troops  in  the  fields  and  that  to  enable  her  to  do  so  it  was  . 
igreed  that  the  resources  of  the  State  should  be  left  to  her  manage- 
uent.  He  then  adds  that  this  uuderstanding  was  immediately  dis- 
-egarded  by  the  action  of  competing  Confederate  agencies,  but  that 
t  is  still  his  boast  and  pride  that  the  State  authorities  have  nobly 
fulfilled  their  contract.  I  respectfully  but  confidently  submit  that 
in  impartial  statement  of  the  whole  case  will  show  that  there  is  no 
x!casion  for  the  indulgence  on  his  part  of  either  pride  or  boasting. 
[  know  of  no  agreement  by  which  the  resources  of  the  State  of  North 
ZJarolina  were  dedicated  to  the  exclusive  benefit  of  tiie  troops  there- 
from. This  department  at  an  early  period  of  the  war  agreed  that  in^ 
sonEuderation  North  Carolina  clothed  her  soldiers,  and  to  the  extent 
>n1y  that  she  did  so,  the  commutation  money  due  the  soldiers  should  ' 
t>e  drawn  by  the  State.  When  payment  of  commutation  was  abol- 
ished, in  October,  1862,  it  was  further  agreed  that  the  State  should  be 
3aid  certain  prices  for  all  the  clothing  she  furnished.  In  each  case 
t  was  contemplated  that  State  action  should  come  in  as  auxiliary  to 
jhe  efforts  of  this  Bureau,  and  not  to  supplant  them.  It  resulted, 
lowever,  otherwise.  State  agencies  gradually  encroached  until  at 
Ast,  while  all  the  other  States  of  the  Confederacy  were  contributing 
generously  to  the  common  cause.  North  Carolina  alone  husbanded 
ler  resources  for  North  Carolina  trooi)s.  The  injustice  of  this  was 
'elt  sorely,  and  a  full  appreciation  of  the  delicate  relations  of  the 
states  and  Confederate  Government,  coupled  with  an  earnest  desire 
.o  avoid  all  perplexing  questions  between  them,  alone  restrained 
jhis  Bureau  from  protesting  against  the  existing  arrangement.  That 
-njnstice  is  manifest  in  connection,  too,  with  &e  factories,  from  the 
'oUowing  statistics: 

In  the  State  of  South  Carolina  there  are  9  factories,  in  Geoi^a  36 
'5  now  destroyed  by  the  enemy  and  others  in  peril),  in  Alabama  9,  in 
^orida  1,  in  Mississippi  1,  and  in  Vii^inia  26;  aggregate  80.  The 
production  of  these  on  Government  account  is  iu^equate  and  the 
leficiency  is  now  increased  by  the  want  of  raw  material  in  Virginia. 
;n  North  Carolina  alone  there  are  some  40  factories,  woolen  and 
iotton,  from  not  one  of  which  has  this  Bureau  realized  for  years  past 
h  single  yard  of  material  for  the  service  at  lai^.  All  has  been 
•eserved  and  expended  in  the  manufacture  of  clothing  for  North 
Carolina  troops  and  in  relieving  the  necessities  of  the  home  popnla- 
iibxL  hy  sales  at  low  prices  of  material  secured  at  low  prices  in  con- 
tideration  of  invaluable  details  granted  by  the  Confederate  States. 
Vhia  condition  of  things,  too,  was  aggravated  by  the  action  of  the 
rathorities  of  North  Carolina  in  drawing  material  from  other  States. 
Wool  was  drawn  from  Virginia  and  leather  from  States  to  the  south 
>f  it,  and  both  leather  and  wool  in  considemble  quantities  from  the 
jrans-Mississippi  country.  Feeling  the  hardship  of  this  the  depart- 
nent  sought  relief  by  proposing  early  in  1862  that  the  whole  arrange- 
nent  should  be  abrogated.  This  was  not  accepted.  It  then  proposed 
hB.t  all  clothing  manufactured  by  the  State  should  be  turned  over 
'or  general  issue,  engaging  to  supply  in  the  first  instance  North  Caro- 
ina  troops  to  any  extent  their  necessities  might  require.  This  was 
fclso  refused.  The  result  has  been  that,  while  at  times  Confederate 
loldiers  from  other  States  have  suffered  for  supplies,  North  Carolina 
loldiers  have  been  amply  supplied  and  the  State  has  held  large  quan- 
Itiea  of  clothing  in  rwerve.   Governor  Vance  has  made  both  the 
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matter  of  boast  in  recent  speeches.  This  clothing  accnmnlated  not 
only  at  Raleigh  in  bulk,  but  in  smaller  quantities  in  the  distribating 
depots  of  the  State.  Less  than  one  month  ago  General  Gardner, » 
commandant  of  this  post,  brought  to  the  attention  of  this  Bnrean  the' 
fact  that  a  large  lot  of  clothing — several  thousand  suits — were  stored 
in  this  city.  On  inquiry  it  proved  to  be  aa  was  supposed — ^Nortli 
Carolina  clothing  that  had  been  there  over  a  year. 

Governor  Vance  says  that  he  has  never  refused  to  loan  supptiee. 
He  was  never  approached  on  that  subject  but  once.  In  December 
last,  when  this  department  was  straitened  for  supplies  by  reason 
of  its  heavy  losses  at  sea  and  the  unexpected  demands  upon  it  to 
meet  the  wants  of  General  Longstreet's  army  in  East  Tennessee,  and  i 
at  a  time,  too,  when  its  woolen  material  had  run  so  low  that  the  clotb- 
ing  factory  at  this  point  had  to  suspend  work,  Gtovemor  Vance  vis 
appealed  to  for  aid,  but  he  extended  none.  At  that  time  the  Nordi 
Carolina  troops  were  all  clad  and  a  surplus  was  reported  on  hand 
sufficient  for  the  entire  year  of  1864.  * 

Some  10,000  suits  of  clothing  turned  over  by  Governor  Vance  to 
such  Confederate  officers  as  he  elected  to  serve,  and  10,000  mon 
turned  over  within  a  few  months  past  to  this  department  for  genera! 
issue,  make  the  total  advances  extended  by  the  State  within  the  past 
three  years.  I  am  safe  in  saying  these  will  not  cover  the  issues  tfaAt 
had  to  be  made  to  North  Carolina  troops  within  the  same  period  from 
Confederate  States  supplies  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  field  service. 

It  is  suggested  that  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  soldiers  of  North  Caro- 
lina will  not  permit  Governor  Vance  to  surrender  everything^  to  this 
department.  It  would  be  difficult  for  him  to  show  that  as  much  was 
^  ever  asked  by  me,  though  encouraged  to  it  by  the  example  of  all 
'  other  State  authorities  within  the  limits  of  the  Confederacy.  With 
him  the  department  has  asked  but  little  and  obtained  leas.  It  wouW 
have  been  and  is  now  content  that  he  should  receive  one-third  of  the 
production  of  the  factories  for  North  Carolina  soldiers  exclusively, 
asking  only  that  it  may  receive  a  like  proportion  for  the  benefit  d 
soldiers  from  all  sections  of  the  Confederacy. 

The  importations  of  the  State  from  abroad  being  additions  to  the 
resources  of  the  country  and  the  result  of  credit  and  management  on 
the  part  of  the  State  have  always  been  conceded  as  the  subject  of 
special  appropriation ;  but  can  there  be  aught  else  than  injustice  in  a 
system  that  devotes  the  entire  product  of  a  single  State— that,  too,  one 
rich  in  resources — to  the  sole  benefit  of  the  troops  therefrom  ?  Whai 
under  it  is  to  become  of  troops  that  have  no  home  resources  to  retj 
on — of  the  troops  from  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Mississippi,  Louisiana, 
and  the  distant  regions  of  Texas,  Arkfuisas,  and  Missouri? 

Our  cause  is  a  common  one,  our  soldiers  straggle  for  it  in  common, 
and  I  submit  what  tiie  country  affords  should  be  freely  shared  in 
common. 

Ilespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Qitartermasier- General. 


State  or  South  CAROiiiKA,  Executive  Dbpabtmknt, 

Colvmbiay  September  1S64. 

His  Excellency  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Oovernor  of  North  Carolina  : 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  proposing  a  meeting  at 
Augusta,  Ga.,  of  the  Gtovernors  of  the  Southern  Stotos  during  the 
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joining  month  of  Oetober,  with  a  view  of  securing  some  nnif  ormity  of  ^ 
M)tion  for  fillii^  the  ranks  of  our  Army,  and  your  proposition  meets  * 
ny  entire  approvfd.  Augusta  is  a  very  suitable  place,  and  possibly 
'he  most  central  for  us  all.  The  day  should  be^as  early  as  practica- 
ble, but  the  danger  in  making  it  so  is  that  we  will  not  have  present 
ihe  Governors  west  of  the  Mississippi.  This,  I  fear,  will  not  be  prac- 
icable  under  two  months,  which  would  be  too  late  for  the  approach- 
ng  sessions  of  our  Legislatures,  that  of  this  State  meetiug  on  the 
■Qurth  Monday  in  November  next.  In  assenting  to  your  proposition  it 
s  proper  that  I  should  state  that  in  South  Carolina  no  persons  are 
served  to  the  State,  but  all  have  gone  into  Confederate  service  from 
.he  classes  of  militia  officers,  magistrates,  deputy  clerksj  and  deputy 
»heriffB,  except  in  one  or  two  cases  where  the  Confederate  Govem- 
ment  has  detailed  them  or  exempted  them,  and  several  other  classes, 
ftll  of  which  classes  I  have  understood  in  several  of  the  States  have 
been  reserved  by  the  States  or  by  the  Executives  thereof.  Whilst  I 
jhink  each  State  should  have  a  •permanent  force  of  its  own,  as  mat- 
bers  now  stand  it  is  better  that  every  one  who  can  be  spared  should  go 
into  the  Confederate  service ;  but  the  most  important  thing  now  to  be 
done,  in  my  judgment,  to  fill  our  ranks  and  secure  the  greatest  har- 
mony and  satisfaction  among  our  people  is  placing  in  service  the 
army  of  efficient  officials  and  detailed  men  scattered  through  the  Con- 
federacy, whose  duties  can  aa  well  or  better  be  performed  by  inferior 
men,  disabled  officers  and  soldiera,  citizens  exempted  by  Confederate 
law  ^m  service  in  the  field,  and  pereons  over  fifty  years  of  age. 
Very  leBpeotfully  and  truly,  yours, 

M.  L.  BONHAH. 


Augusta,  S^teniber  29^  IS64. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  The  idea  may  or  may  not  have  been  presented  tcT you  of  em- 
ploying negroes  in  the  Army  as  soldiers  in  this  way :  Promise  them 
(those  employed)  freedom  when  the  war  is  over.  Compensate  the 
owners,  of  course,  by  interest-bearing  bonds.  All  the  able-bodied  men 
might  be  used  oerbunly  as  eflecUvely  as  the  Yankees  use  them  against 
ns.  Let  the  negroes  fight  negroes  and  he  will  show  much  more  conr^ 
age  than  when  exposed  to  white  men.  Confront  them  with  Yankee 
ne^o«9  and  place  bayonets  behind  them. 

The  institution  of  slavery  would  still  be  maintained  by  the  reten- 
tion of  boys,  women,  and  exempted  or  detailed  men  (negrora),  the 
lives  of  our  fellow-citizens  to  some  extent  preserved,  and  provisions 
sufficient  still  produced  by  this  efficient  portion  of  our  society.  My 
name  would  add  nothing.  I  hope  your  practical  mind  will  adopt  the 
suggestion,  though  anonymous.  Our  bleeding  country  requires  a 
quick  and  stringent  remedy.  Don't  stop  for  forms. 
Very  reepectf ally,  Ac., 

A  NATIVE  GEORGIAN, 

After  the  war  the  negroes  (enfranchised)  might  be  colonized — say 
in  Mexico,  if  practicabte,  or  Central  America. 

[IndOTaemmt.] 

OCTOBBB  6,  1864. 

Noted.  If  all  the  white  men  capable  of  bearing  arms  are  pnt  in  the 
field  it  would  be  as  large  a  draft  as  a  community  could  continuously 
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sustain,  and  whites  are  better  soldiers  than  negroes.  For  war,  when 
existence  Is  staked,  the  best  material  should  be  used. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secrdary. 


Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Inbp.  General's  Office, 

No.  232.        f  Richmond,  September  30,  1861 

•  ***•*  * 

VI.  Capt.  E.  T.  D.  Myers,  Engineer  Corps,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.. 
is  hereby  assigned  with  Col.  C.  F.  M.  Garntftt  and  Lieut.  Col.  Minor 
Meriwether  in  the  commission  for  the  collection  and  distribntion  (rf 
railroad  iron,  and  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  such  will  be  charged 
from  time  to  time,  under  the  direction  of  the  Engineer  Bureau,  witli 
the  duplication  of  railroad  bridges  and  the  repair  and  reconst^l^ 
tion  of  railroads  injured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  and  judged  neces- 
sary for  the  transportation  of  troops 'and  supplies. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  A^utani^OeneraL 


Charleston,  September  SO,  186^ 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon: 

About  200  prisoners,  foreigners,  at  Florence  have  volunteered  for 
our  service.  In  consultation  with  General  Beauregard  I  recommend 
and  ask  that  Maj.  Henry  Bryan,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Capt 
J.  H.  Brooks,  of  Nelson's  battalion,  Hago6d's  brigade,  be  ordered 
to  Florence  without  delay  to  organize  them  into  a  battalion.  Many 
others  may  be  obtained.  I  will  await  your  instructions  before  taking 
any  other  steps  in  matter. 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major-Qeneral. 

[iBdonsment.] 

Adjutant- General  : 

Order  these  two  officers  to  report  to  General  Jones  for  the  purpose 
indicated.  In  sending  the  order  transferring  Captain  Brooks,  explain 
to  his  superior  officer  the  purpose  for  which  his  services  are  required. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

•This  in  reply  to  Wright,  of  September  28, 1864,  reporting  that  a  tnunbo'of 
Catholic  Irish  prisoners,  1,000  or  more,  desired  to  enlist  in  the  Confederate  service, 
and  a^ng  *'  Shall  it  be  done?"  The  paper  is  not  foand,  but  the  foreg^ng  pm^ 
port  is  taken  from  the  War  Department  tolegrams-received  book. 
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Richmcmd,  Fa.,  September  30,  186J^ 

General  M.  J.  Wright, 

Macon,  Oa.: 

The  enlistment  of  Irish  and  other  foreign  prisoners,  as  proposed,  if 
sanctioned.* 

J.  A.  SEDDON. 

Secretary  of  War.  | 
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confbdbrate  states  of  america, 
Wak  Dbpaktubnt,  Niter  and  Mining  Bubeau, 

Eichnwnd,  [October  i,  1864]. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  for  your  information  four  tabu- 
lated statements,  covering  the  operations  of  the  Government  niter 
and  mining  service  during  the  current  year:  Exhibit  A,  niter  pro- 
duction and  importation;  Exhibit  B,  nitriaries;  Exhibit  C,  iron  and 
general  mining  service;  Exhibit  D,  officers  and  their  assignment. 

Since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  the  events  of  the  war  have 
borne  with  especial  severity  upon  the  mining  service.  Ten  large  iron 
furnaces  in  Virginia,  all  but  three  in  Tennessee,  all  in  Georgia,  and 
four  in  Alabama,  have  been  burned  or  lost,  and  with  them  many 
for^s,  foundries,  and  rolling-mills.  The  Ducktown  Copper  Mines 
are  still  in  hostile  occupation.  Important  niter  works  in  Virginia, 
Georgia,  and  Upper  Alabama  have  been  repeatedly  destroyed  and 
workmen  killed  and  captured. 

The  Bureau  effort  has  consequently  been  one  of  incessant  recon- 
struction as  well  as  production.  "With  your  authority,  all  accessible 
works  so  destroyed  have  been  rebuilt  at  Government  cost,  and  of  the 
larger  furnaces  several  are  either  in  or  about  resuming  blast.  Also, 
under  your  orders  the  reconstruction  of  smelting  furnaces  for  copper 
and  lead  has  been  commenced  in  more  interior  localities,  the  Peters- 
burg  works  having  finally  come  under  fire.  In  connection  with  these 
works  of  reconstruction  examinations  of  interior  ore  beds  have  been 
X>ersistently  continued  as  points  of  last  resort,  with  a  view,  also,  of 
obtaining  valuable  mineral  information.  Notwithstanding  all  difR- 
culties,  military  and  financial,  the  more  important  requisitions  of  the 
Army  for  niter,  the  metals  and  mineral  products  chained  to  this 
Bureau,  have  been  promptly  met,  and  for  the  Navy  all  requisitions  of 
niter  and  nearly  all  in  the  metals  and  coal.  For  iron,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  has  on  several  occasions,  after  the  loss  of  important  iron 
works,  waived  his  own  requisitions,  on  the  appeal  of  the  Bureau;  and 
in  the  same  connection  it  is  my  duty  to  acknowledge  the  co-operation 
of  naval  officers  in  many  important  points  connected  with  the  min- 
ing service. 

The  home  production  of  niter  has  pn^pressed  more  favorably  than 
was  expected — increased  results  from  the  better  training  of  workmen 
offsetting  lossm  from  acts  of  the  enemy.  It  will  bo  seen  from  the 
niter  exhibit  sheet  that  this  production  until  recently  exceeded  the 
importation.  In  the  nitriaries  the  accumulation  of  nitrous  material 
has  gone  so  far  that  superintendents  have  been  directed  to  give 
special  attention  to  enriching  and  preparing  the  earths  for  results. 
Laboratory  analyses  and  practical  tests  already  indicate  general 
results  proportionally  (time  considered)  in  advance  of  the  French 
nitriaries  as  recorded  by  Dumas  and  Barruel,  but  to  omit  no  possible 
source  of  information,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  an  inspec- 
tion and  direct  comparison  with  the  most  approved  European  works. 
In  tliis  connection  attention  is  asked  to  the  fact  that  the  artificial  pro- 
duction of  niter  in  Europe  ends  in  preparing,  during  three  years  of 
manipulation,  earths  which  contain  a  smaller  percentage  of  the 
nitrates  than  the  earths  of  our  own  caves  and  mineral  deposits. 
These  deposits  are  to  the  present  war  what  the  nitrous  accumulations 
of  ages  in  old  cities  were  to  France  in  1793.  In  both  countries  nitri- 
aries are  expedients  of  last  resort.    To  collect  the  requisite  animal 
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matter  they  must  be  located  at  or  very  near  large  towns,  and  where 
the  nitratefl  mature,  potash  and  fuel  must  be  brought  to  them  in  large 
quantities.  In  mountain  work,  with  manual  latxrr  about  the  same, 
and  with  the  cost  of  production  much  less — less  even  than  importa- 
tion— the  distant  transportation  of  fuel  and  potash  is  avoided.  It 
has  consequently  been  the  aim  of  the  Bureau  to  work  to  the  last  our 
natural  deposits,  at  times  within  the  enemy's  lines,  and  to  examine 
carefully  for  new  deposits  in  every  possible  locality.  In  North 
Carolina  this  experimental  work  has  been  attended  with  a  suooess 
altogether  unlocked  for  by  scientific  men,  as  will  appear  in  the  niter 
exhibit  A. 

With  this  allusion  to  the  wants  of  a  branch  of  the  mining  service 
very  much  misunderstood,  the  attention  of  the  Department  is  respect- 
fully and  very  earnestly  asked  to  the  question  of  labor  for  tixe  min- 
ing operations.  Upon  this  depends  the  campaign  supplies  of  tbe 
metals  and  of  niter  for  1865.  Furnaces,  machinery,  smelting  works, 
tools,  and  working  sites  have  all  been  prepared.  Workmen  have 
been  procured  and  trained,  but  many  of  them  have  been  withdrawn — 
for  temporary  service  it  is  to  be  trusted.  Upon  their  early  retam,  as 
soon  as  circumstances  permit,  hang  grave  consequences. 

The  entire  force  heretofore  employed  in  the  Government  niter  and 
mining  service  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  has  been  as  follows : 
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With  the  exception  of  the  Carolina  force,  which  is  recruited  from  a 
class  impracticable  for  military  service,  the  employment  of  white 
laborers  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  in  the  niter  service  is  due 
partly  to  the  frontier  character  of  the  work  and  partly  to  the  neces- 
sity of  a  considerable  proportion  of  trained  or  expert  workmen. 
Whenever  exempt  labor  could  be  substituted  it  has  been  done  rigidly 
and  conscientiously.  All  clerical  labor  that  can  be  is  done  by  dis- 
abled men  or  by  females.  This  is  stated  to  give  full  force  to  a  com- 
parison of  the  aggregate  of  our  own  mining  and  niter  labor  with  the 
labor  employed  by  the  enemy  on  corresponding  work  connected  with 
the  war,  as  well  as  can  be  ascertained,  and  it  is  as  follows :  In  the 
Confederate  States  .    In  the  United  States  over  80,000. 

If  the  campaign  of  1865  is  conducted  on  the  same  scale  with  the 
present,  our  own  laboring  force  must  not  only  be  maintained  but 
must  be  increased,  or  the  Army  will  contend  at  fearful  disadvantage 
with  the  superior  equipment  of  the  enemy. 

The  attention  of  the  Department  is  also  requested  to  the  necessity 
of  stopping  the  departure  from  the  country  of  trained  workmen  and 
mechanics,  while  the  Government  is  importing  workmen  at  great  cost 
from  Europe.  Several  hundred  excellent  mechanics  have  gone  to  the 
enemy  during  the  past  few  months  from  interior  pressure.  Prompt 
action  is  respectfully  suggested,  either  by  legislation  or  by  general 
orders,  encouraging,  inviting,  and  protecting  skilled  mewanlcal 
labor. 
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The  military  oi^anization  of  the  niter  workmen  has  been  attended 
vith  gratifying  results.  Assembled  rapidly  on  call,  they  go  into  action 
on  their  own  ground  and  with  home  instincts  fresh  upon  them,  and 
under  these  influences  they  have  invariably  done  well.  Two  hundred 
of  these  men  under  their  superintendent,  Maj.  James  F.  Jones,  fought 
in  line  of  battle  at  Mount  Hope  and  were  noticed  for  good  conduct. 
Their  lo^  was  9  killed  and  16  wounded.  The  force  from  three  of 
the  Virginia  districts  fought  at  Saltville  with  the  detailed  men  and 
were  again  noticed  for  good  conduct;  casualties  not  yet  received. 
The  Tennessee  force  has  served  for  some  weeks  under  General 
Vaughn.  And  from  Upper  Alabama  reports  equally  favorable  have 
been  received  from  the  frontier  men  under  Capt.  William  Gabbett-, 
who  have  been  frequently  called  from  their  work  to  resist  hostile 
incursions. 

The  danger  over,  these  men  return  to  their  work  generally  unaffected 
camp  habits;  and  clothing  and  feeding  each  one  himself  soon  again 
returns  each  his  quota  of  niter.  One  regiment  and  a  half  of  niter 
workmen  cover  alt  details  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Mississippi  and 
insure  a  full  supply  of  ammunition  for  our  armies  in  the  field.  To 
break  up  this  organization  will  be  to  inflict  a  double  blow  on  the 
service. 


No  recent  detailed  reports  have  been  received  from  this  depart- 
ment. The  general  results,  however,  are  satisfactory.  In  niter  the 
local  production  exceeds  the  present  requisitions.  In  iron  the  pro- 
duction is  increasing.  Three  high  furnaces  are  in  blast  and  two  more 
under  construction;  also  forges  and  probably  one  rolling-mill.  Funds 
and  workmen  have  been  sent  from  this  sidQ  as  far  as  possibly  can  be 
spared ;  lead,  copper,  and  sulphur  have  been  supplied  as  called  for, 
and  copperas  from  local  jirodnction. 

In  the  general  operations  of  the  Bureau  the  military  pressure  of 
the  last  two  years  has  permitted  only  incidentally  mineral  exploration 
and  experimental  examination  in  labor-saving  machinery.  Valuable 
notes,  however,  are  preserved  for  future  reference.  In  this  connec- 
tion it  may  be  mentioned  that  zinc  has  been  smelted  within  the  Con- 
federate States.  That  experiments  on  the  Bessemer  process  are  in 
progr^s,  and  that  the  exploration  for  coal  suitable  for  iron  furnaces 
is  continued  in  Vii^nia  upon  the  plan  directed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy, 

In  closing  I  take  pleasure  in  commending  to  the  attention  of  the 
Depulment  individual  efforte  of  the  several  officers  of  the  corps  as 
presented  in  their  returns  upon  the  inclosed  exhibit  sheets. 

I  also  desire  to  acknowledge  specially  to  the  Department  the  aid 
constantly  extended  to  this  service  by  the  chief  and  ofiBcers  of  ord- 
nance and  of  th.h  Bureau  of  Foreign  Supi^ies. 
Very  respectfully, 


TRANS-IDBSISSIPPl  SBBVICE. 


I.  M.  ST.  JOHN, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bwreau, 
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D.— itetum  <3f  offeen  i3f  tht  n<tor  ami  mjningr  wfvioe,  £Eepfem&er  90y  iS64, 


Kain«  aad  rank. 


WlMTfl  ttattoned. 


AaaifiuDent. 


CoLI.U.8t.Jobii  

LImt  OoL  Bleluud  Morton. 


Lioat.  CoL  W.  B.  Bnnt . 

Mai.  IwMO  BMd  

K«i.  Jfllin  ElUooU  

U^.T.J.Finnto  

IUJ-JudmP.Jom.... 
ll4.0.B.Bamj  


awt.F.H.Bniltli  

Copt  WUUui  Qkbbett , 


C^tlLH.  Tempi* . 
OtpL  H.  F.  SMMon. 


C^t.  Jobs  W.  Pmkvo. 

Oi^B.A.nonU.... 

CKpLB-Chalaron  

Ckpt'R-H»le  

Lteat.R.L.8prigg  

UmL  Kd.  BurlsoD . . . 
IiiouL  J.  A.  Hif[Mscni . 
Lieut  J.  H.  UatUWWB 


oh  DSTACHKD  8BBVI0B. 

LitoLJ.  C.  Cnanuon  

soODmno  ASK  or  oobps. 
T.G.ClemMii   


N.A.Prott  

JoMph  Le  C<Hite. 
D.£.Tnttla  


W.H.C.  Pries . 
F.  8.  Holme*... 
John  Le  Conte. 


Bdmond  HmtImd  , 
K.B.Ooi*tioli  


KkkmoDd 

 do..... 


Selm*,  AU  

Sea  Antonio,  Tox — 

RIohmoBd  

WytheYille,  T»  

8tMmlon,Y»  

Gtreenaboronj^,  H.  C. 


lfontsanier7,  Al*. . . 
Bine  jKennuun.  Al*. 


B*n  AntMiIo,  Tez. 
Uehmend  


FUiM*tle,T*  

JoBCobonmgii,  Twut . 
Intheileld  


Blehmond  

In  the  field  

Rio  Frio,  Ter  

Sen  Antonio,  Tex.. 
Killed  or  coptued. 
CoUimbitt,laM.... 


Oiptiized. 


Shnreport,  L* 

Angnat*,  Q* ... 
Colnnibi*,S.C. 
Abingdon.  T* . 


HmtBonwrj,  Al*. 
Cli*ik*ton,8.0... 

ColombU,  8.  C  


Ifeor  Biohmond. 
Selm*,Al*  


Cbief  of  BoreMl. 

In  oborge  of  nHoT  Hid  mmml  mlnliic 
service,  Virginia.  Korta  Gondliw,  so* 
TmiwHoe. 

In  oluHge  of  Iron  aervioe,  QeorgU,  Ala- 
bun*,  *nd  HisBlaslppl. 

In  ob*i^  of  niter  *nd  geneE*!  Mlnlni 
Borrloei,  Trane-Hleaiulppi  DapartmraC 

Iron  aervioe  and  Ooremment  fbnumo, 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

Niter  and  Mining  Diatriot  No.  7,  Wert 
Tifginla  and  Beat  Tennaeawe. 

Niter  and  Mlnlnc  XHatcicta  Ko.  i,  TaUw 
ofViiglnia^^ 

Niter  and  Mining  Dlabtot  Ha.  1^  Hoctb 
Carolina. 

Iron  serrioe,  *aalat*nt  to  Colonol  HnnL 
Niter  and  Mining  DtaM<rta  No*.  8  awlS; 

Upper  *'**^-«»  and  Taoneaaae. 
Mexioan  altar. 

IHabnnlng  ollhwr  aad  la  ehatf*  of  eoa- 
traota. 

Niter  aad  Mining  Diatrtet  No.  S, 

TLrKinla. 

Nitorand  Mining  IMatriot  No.  7,  aaalataat 

to  M%)or  Fimue. 
Oeorgla  aad  Upper  Alabama,  aaalataat  to 

Captain  Gabbek 
m&nariaa  BBd  flirdgn  oorraapoadanea. 
Ooorgia. 

AaalAaat  to  Midw  B«mL 

Do. 

Aadrtaat  to  ProAaKv  Plloa. 


SnMrrlaor  of  nlaea,  Traae-Mlaalaalppl 

Departmeat. 
Bnrean  obeaiiat. 
Coaanltiog  obemlst. 

SapwintcxideDt  Niter  and  Mining  Dia- 
tnoto  Noa.  1  and  2  and  lead  mine*. 

Snperinteadent  Niter  aad  Mining  Die- 
trlct  No.  10,  Alabama. 

Saperlntendent  Niter  and  Mlalag  JMa- 
mot  No.  i,  Sonth  Cantllaa. 

Snperlntendeat  Niter  aad  Mlalag  Dis- 
trict No.  6|,  South  Carolina. 

Saperiatendaot  nitrlarle*  la  Vlrglaia. 

laapeotor  of  mlae*  and  fttraaeaa. 


BMpaotftilly  Rnbailtted. 


I.  M.  ST.  JOHN, 


Pabis,  Aventjb  Gabbibl  48, 

October  [I],  186J^ 

Hon.  JAUBS  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond^  Va.: 
Sir:  Our  last  was  of  July  7  (No.  6),  advising  you  that  an  arbitra- 
tion had  been  ordered  relative  to  the  accounts  of  Messrs.  Isaac, 
Campbell  A  Co. ,  and  that  an  adjourned  interview  between  Mr.  McRae 
and  Mr.  Saul  Isaac  was  to  take  place  the  following  week.  We  have 
now  to  add  that  that  interview  was  without  favorable  result,  as  was 
also  a*  preliminary  arrangement  entered  into  between  Mr.  Isaac  and 
Major  Uuse,  which  the  latter  thought  would  lead  to  a  settlement  on 
terms  which  we  could  approve. 
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These  efforts  to  settle  by  compromise  have  resulted  only  in  lose  of 
time,  and  the  solicitors  have  been  instructed  to  proceed  with  the 
arbitration  without  further  delay.  We  regret  this,  as  we  fear  from 
tbe  various  conversations  with  the  solicitors  that  an  arbitrator  will 
decide  the  Austrian  rifle  item  against  the  Government,  in  conse- 
quenoe  of  the  failure  of  Major  Huse  to  give  the  notioe  required  in  the 
contract. 

The  general  holiday  enjoyed  by  gentlemen  of  the  legal  profession 
in  £nghmd  daring  the  months  of  August  and  September  has  pre- 
vented any  further  progress  being  made  up  to  this  date. 

"We  have  had  no  answer  from  you  to  our  dispatch  No.  5,  of  March 
17,  but  we  understand  from  Major  Huse  that  he  has  received  from 
home  an  official  communication  indorsing  his  conduct.  It  was  not 
our  intention  in  that  dispatch  to  clear  him  from  blame,  but  to  relieve 
him  from  any  charge  of  collusion,  and  to  place  before  you  the  diffi- 
culties he  had  had  to  encounter,  and  the  good  he  had  done  and  tried 
to  do  as  palliative  or  offsets  against  his  errors  and  mistakes.  If  our 
disi>atch  conveys  more  than  this  to  your  mind  it  has  gone  further 
than  we  intended.  We  wished  to  keep  from  speaking  too  severely  of 
his  mistakes,  because  of  the  difficulties  of  his  position,  but  not  to 
indorse  or  overlook  them. 

In  tlie  accounts  submitted  by  Major  Huse  there  appeared,  as  per 
report  of  Ball,  Quilter  &  Co.,  a  balance  t^ainst  him  to  August  14, 
1863,  of  £2,216  14s.  2d.  from  moneys  drawn  here.  We  have  no  data 
upon  which  to  express  any  opinion  in  his  accounts  since  that  date. 
It  would  seem  to  us  advisable,  however,  that  Major  Huse  be  instructed 
to  submit  his  accounts  since  i4th  of  August,  1863.  If  this  is  done, 
the  parties  authorized  to  make  the  investigation,  as  ^ell  as  Major 
Huse,  should  be  formally  instructed  as  to  the  wishes  of  -  the  Govern- 
ment. We  would  suggest  also  that  some  additional  allowance  over 
his  pay,  commutation,  i&c,  be  made  to  cover  the  expenses  he  has 
been  compelled  to  incur  for  the  performance  of  his  duty  and  the 
support  of  his  family,  in  which,  from  all  we  can  learn,  he  has  not 
been  extravagant. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servants, 

G.  J.  McRAE. 

M.  H.  BLOODGOOD. 

[Vint  iBdonemeBt.] 

DECEUBEB  8,  1864. 

Returned  for  consideration.  Major  Huse  has  received  no  official 
indorsement  from  this  Department. 

J.  A.  S. 

[Seoond  IndnwnMnt.] 

DBCBHBER  29,  1864. 

Ordnance  Bureau  for  notioe. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary  of  Wa/r, 

[Thlfd  SndofMnMnt.] 

Ordnance  Burbau, 

December  «»,  ISBJ^. 

Bespeotfnlly  returned  to  l^e  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

The  following  indorsement  of  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War 
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appears  on  letter  of  Major  Htue  of  March  12  to  the  Bureau,  and 
referred  to  t^e  Honorable  Seoretaiy  April  20: 

All  the  commtmicationB  from  Ueesrs.  HcBae  and  Bloodgood,  olBcial  and 
muAoial.  acqait  Muor  Hnae  of  any  charge  of  intentkmal  error  sad  of  any 
malfeMaaoe  of  any  kind,  and  teatiqr  to  hu  leal,  energy,  and  personal  honor. 

Auitiant  Secretary  of  War. 

J.  60BGAS, 
Chief  of  Ordnance, 

Dbcembbb  30,  1864^ 

Sbcbbtart  of  War: 

The  correspondence  of  Messrs.  McRae  and  Bloodgood  acquitted 
Major  Huse  of  intentional  error  and  malfeasance,  and  testified  to 
his  zeal,  energy,  and  honor  in  April  last.  But  the  papers  since  the 
date  of  that  letter,  while  exonerating  Major  Hose  from  any  crimin- 
ality or  dishonor,  diminish  materially  the  character  given  to  him  u 
an  efficient  and  capable  officer.  They  attribute  to  his  failure  to  giT« 
notices  and  to  his  facility  in  his  dealings  with  Isaac,  Campbell  ACa 
large  losses,  and  their  estimate  is  that  his  merits  and  demerits  being 
considered,  that  upon  the  whole  he  is  not  a  subject  for  severe  cen- 
sure. My  indorsement  was  made  upon  early  reports  and  correspond- 
ence, and  I  have  been  advised  that  in  the  progress  of  the  investigation 
tiieir  judgment  has  been  modified. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secrekary  of  War. 

[nfth  lndonaawnL] 

December  31, 1864. 

For  conference  with  AssisUmt  Secretary. 

J.  A.  S. 


SCHEDITLB  No.  13. 

OmcB  Board  or  Coumissionbrs  for  Imprbsshbnt, 

La  Orangey  Oa.,  October  1,  JS64. 
In  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress  to  regulate  impressmente, 
the  following  schedule  of  prices  for  produce  and  army  supplies  at  the 
places  of  impressment  or  pundiase  is  agreed  upon  uid  published  by 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  continue  in 
force  until  the  1st  day  of  December,  1864,  unless  sooner  altered: 


Artlolee  ud  qu&llty. 


Deaoriptlon. 


QtUkDtlty. 


Priea. 


Ap^w .... 
AXM  

Do  

BMon  

Do  

Do  

B«U1B  

Beef-oMOe. 
Brandr  — 
Barrels  — 

Do..... 

Bricka  

duODS  

Com  

Do  

Com-mMl . 

Coffee  

CntdlM.... 
Vlonr  

Do  

Vodte.... 


Dried  

WltbhandlM. 
HftDd  

SMm  

Hams  

Shoulders . . . . , 


Feaoh  orappio  

Floor  

Molaiiea,  40  gallons. 


Tnioa  

SheUed.... 
TJDBbelled. 


Rio  

TaUow.... 
Soperflne 

Ptna  

Balad.... 


Per  bnabal  of  18  pomidB  . 

Avenge  

Per^onnd  

P«r  bushel  of  60  poniida  . 

Per  pound,  groaa  

Per  gallon  

Eacff  

 do  

Per  thousand  

Pot  pair  

Per  bashel  of  50  poonds  . 
Per  bushel  of  70  ponnda  . 
Per  bashel  of  48  poonds  . 
Per  j>oand  

Per  barnl  of  IW  poimde. 

 do  

Per  owt.  


7.H 
CM 
LW 
LS 
LU 
S.M 
.« 
S.M 

a.a 
s.» 

7.N 

ts 

111 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIEK. 


705 


Artioloa  and  quality. 


DisBcriptluu. 


Quuititj. 


Fodd«T   

Hoggjfkt  

Hon,  oofkttod. 
Uny  

Do  

Do  

Do  

Hides,  good  .-- 

Do  

HOFW*  

Do  

Do  

Do  

Do  

Do  

Itob  

Do......... 

Do  

Do  

Do  

Do  

Do  

Do  

Jems,  oonntry. 

EettlM  

hmrd  

Leather   

Do  

Do  

Lumber  

Do  

UttUseea  

Do  

Mnlee  

-Do  

Do  

oata  

Do  

Do  

OdIouh  

VotAtoe*  

Do  

I'eae  

Peachea  

Pane  

jJw  " 

Snau-,  brown. - 

T>o  

Do  

Do  

Do  

Do  

Do  

Do  

Sunr,  white... 

Salt  

8ooke  

Do  

^■fci::::::;:: 

SboBB  

Sbovela  

Spedee  

Sbe^  

Sbucko  

Do  

TeUow  

Tea  

Do  

Tlne^  

WbBBt""'!.'!! 
Vlmtatraw.. 

Do  

Wlileky  

wooiT;  

Do  

Vk^os  

Do"!";." 

Do  


Unbaled   Fercwt. 

Net  do 

Grou  do 

 do  do 

Native  Krase,  baled  do 

Native  graaa,  unbaled  do 

Timethy  or  clover,  baled  do 

Timotby  or  olover,  nnbaled  do 

Drj-   PeriMmad. 

Green  

First-clasa  artillery .. 
Second-clasA  artillery. 
Tblrd.clasH  artrilery  . 
Fint-olaafl  vuvalry . . . 
Secoud-clann  carury . 

Tbird-claaa  eaValry  {  

Pig,  Noe.  1, 2, 8,  areragB  I  I't-rgmiia  ton. 

Square  or  round  I  Per  iii't  ton  ... 

Flat  or  baud  do  

Hoop  '  do  

Boiler  phto  ,  do  

Seriiceable  rallriiad  T  .1  Per  croaa  tim. 

Uneerriceablu  niilroad  T  '  do  

Ttaprail  railroad  T  do  

Per  j  ard- 


Caup,  iron. 


Bamesa. 

Sole  


Fer^und , 
...do  


jpper. 


Square  I  Per  l,uOO  feet . 

Bonghedfce  do 


Cabacane  jm.   Ferualloa  

Ohlneae  cane  do  

Tint  cla«i   Each  

Second  daaa  do  

Tblrddaae  do  

Baled  ;  Percwt  

Utibaled  i  do  

Shelled  I  Per  biiHhel  of  34  pounds. 

 '  Per  buabel  

IriBb  \  do  

Sweet   Per  buehel  of  GO  pounds . 

 I  Per  buabel  

Dried,  peeled  '  Per  biialiel  of  38  iMmndn  . 

Ueait,  BDect  irou  ,  Per  iiniind  

 I  Per  l>usbel  of  50  ponnda . 

  Per  noQud  

Common  i  no  

Fair  do  

PuUy  talt  I  do  

Prime  |  do  

Strlclly  prime  '  do  

Clioloo  I  do  

Ktlrn  choice  do  

Cliirifled  '  do  

 do  j  do  

  Per  bushel  of  68  pounds . 

'Wuolen  '  Per  y air  '  


Cotton 
Hard. 
Soft.. 
Army 


Sheared  ..- 
Tluabeared . 

Baled  

Unbilled. . . 


Black  

Green  

CJder  

Manufuctored . 


Baled  ... 
Uubaled. 


Washed  

UnwHshed  •  

Wooden  n\le.  1  huritu  

Iron  iixle,  -t-borHO  

Wuoden  uxlu,  2-liorde  do 

Iron  nxle,  2-borse  <  do 


l'i>r  iiuiiud. 

— do  

I'or  pair ... 
Pit  doKeu.. 

...do  

Euob  

....do  

Per  Gwt. ... 

....do  

Per  ^ound  , 

;!"do*'". 

Per  i^Uon . 

VvT  bnsh^. 
Per  cwt.... 

....do  

l>er  gallon . 
Per  pound  . 


Each 
do 
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Haalinc  ■   P«r cwt. per nOe   Kfi 

Hin  or2'horM  t«Mii.  wsgon,  uid  drlTsr; 

KatioDa  fimdstied     owner  '  Per  day  ...I  It.O 

RitUoDa  furnished  byGoTamment  do  I  T.* 

Hire  of  4-horae  touu,  wagon,  and  driver:  ', 

Ratlona  fbntlabM  by  owaer  ^   liS 

RaUona  ftimiahed  bf  Government   Par  day   i'*' 

Bin  of  O-horae  team,  wagon,  and  drlrer : 

Ratlona  fnmiabed  by  owner  do    il» 

Bationa  ftimiabed  by  Goremment  do   1  liV 

Hire  of  laborer: 

Satione  Aimlahed  by  owner  

Rations  fumiabed  by  Government  

Do  

Bationa  and  0)0 thing  famUbed  by  tbe  Oovemment  

Hh«  of  mti'hftplm  for  meohaaloal  pocpOMa,  rathHu  and  cloth 
tng  fnmiAed  by  Ooremmeiit. 

TMUimge  >.  


.-..do  I  in 

....do  I  LSI 

Per  montb   X-M 

....do   Ii« 

....do   »« 


PerhMd   L» 


N.  B. — ^The  following  articles  are  to  be  paid  for  nnder  act  of  Con- 
gress regulating  manufactures,  to  wit:  Woolen  cloths,  drills,  flannels, 
hats,  Osnaboi^  domestics,  shirtings  and  stripes,  sacking,  and  tent 
doth. 

All  purchasing  agents  are  expected  strictly  to  adhere  to  the  above 
schedule  prices;  o&erwise  they  will  be  reported. 

JNO.  E.  MORGAN, 
U.  B.  WILKINSON, 

Commisaioners. 


Executive  Dbpabtmbni, 

MiUedgeviUe,  October  7,  I864. 

His  Excellency  Z.  B.  Vance: 

Dear  Sir:  Your  communication  of  23d  of  September  came  to  tlus 
office  by  last  mail. 

While  your  remarks  in  reference  to  State  officers  are  not  applicable 
to  this  State,  where  every  officer,  civil  and  military,  who  can  possibly 
be  spared  and  keep  the  State  government  in  existence,  is  and  for 
months  past  has  been  in  military  service  as  part  of  the  militia  of  the 
State,  they  may  be,  and  probabfy  are,  applicable  to  other  States. 

The  questions  you  present  for  consideration  are  grave  ones  and  are 
well  worthy  of  a  consultation  on  the  part  of  the  Governors  of  the 
respective  States. 

It  will  therefore  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  meet  you  and  the  other 
Governors  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  agreed  upon.  As  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  meets  the  first  Thursday  in  November,  and 
as  it  is  important  that  I  be  at  home  for  a  few  days  prior  to  the  meet- 
ing to  prepare  for  the  session,  I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  meeting 
be  held  in  Augusta  on  tbe  17th  of  this  month.  As  your  letter  will 
probably  be  received  by  each  before  this  reaches  you,  it  may  be  easy 
to  learn  by  telegraph  whether  this  time  will  be  agreeable.  If  not,  I 
will,  if  in  my  power,  conform  to  the  wish  and  convenience  of  others. 

I  do  not  know  where  to  send  the  letter  you  inclosed  for  Governor 
Camthers,  of  Tennessee.  I  have  sent  it  to  Brig.  Gen.  M.  J.  Wri^t, 
of  Tennessee,  who  commands  the  post  at  Maoon,  in  this  State,  with 
request  that  he  forward.  It  is  probably  not  known  to  you  that  Gov- 
ernor Camthers  has  never  been  inaugurated,  and  that  Govenior 
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Isham  G.  Harris  is  still  the  Oovemor  of  Tennessee.    His  address  is 
Macon,  care  of  General  Wright,  who,  I  believe,  is  his  brother-in-law.* 
I  am,  very  truly,  Ac, 


Hon.  Jefferson  Davis: 

Dear  Sir:  I  suggest  a  plan  to  obtain  the  return  of  deserters.  The 
present  policy  is  a  failure.  Coercion  but  perpetuates  the  evil.  GJood 
soldiers  sent  after  bad  ones  not  only  fail  to  secure  the  recreant,  bat 
become  worthless  themselves.  The  "supporting  force,"  asitistermed, 
is  a  nuisance  to  the  people  and  a  deception  to  the  Government.  I 
l)elieve  something,  at  least,  may  be  done  by  promise  and  persuasion 
if  judiciously  applied.  Our  State  literally  swarms  with  deserters. 
In  my  own  county,  as  I  know,  and  in  many  others,  as  I  am  informed, 
they  appeared  at  the  polls  in  the  late  election  in  armed  bodies  and 
defied  arrest.  Ignorance  of  the  consequences  involved  in  our  strug- 
gle, a  hopelessness  of  success,  a  dread  of  the  punishment  due  to  their 
offenses,  and  i>ecuniary  inability  to  defray  the  cost  of  reaching  their 
commands,  I  have  been  brought  to  believe,  prevent  many  from  rejoin- 
ing Uie  Army.  I  need  not  detail  the  facts  which  have  brought  me  to 
this  oonclnsion.  I  suggest  that  yon  appoint  certain  men  in  each 
State  who  shall  address  the  absentees  from  the  Army  specify,  giving 
»mple  notice  of  the  time  and  place;  that  such  persons  shf^l  be  unat- 
tended by  any  armed  force,  which  fact  shall  be  made  known,  and  the 
further  assurance  given  that  no  absentee  who  shall  attend  such  meet- 
ing shall  in  any  way  be  disturbed  during  the  day  of  such  attendance; 
that  such  persons  be  authorized  in  your  name  to  deliver  to  each 
absentee  who  will  return  a  special  pardon  for  all  past  offenses.  A 
^neral  proclamation  of  amnesty  is  distrusted  by  the  more  ignorant 
and  timid.  Numbers  never  hear  of  it.  It  involves  no  direct  and 
individual  action  or  discharge;  but  the  presence  of  an  agent  at  a 
certain  time  in  each  county,  with  the  authority  of  your  name  to  place 
a  pardon  in  every  deserter's  hand  who  reports,  would  impart  a  pointed, 
practical  sense  of  safety  to  the  recipient  with  which  published  gen- 
eralities can  never  impress  him.  The  time  preceding  the  arrivf^  of 
such  an  ambassador,  after  notice  of  his  condng,  would  be  employed 
in  earnest  discussion  among  the  people,  whi^  would  become  more 
intense  as  the  hour  of  his  arrival  drew  near. 

If,  by  the  power  of  persuasion  and  the  promise  of  immediate  par- 
don, a  deserter  should  declare  his  willingness  to  return  to  his  com- 
mand, let  the  agent  be  further  authorized  to  furnish  such  soldier  with 
an  order  for  transportation  by  public  conveyances,  so  as  to  enable 
bim  to  reach  the  Army. 

Such  a  policy,  I  believe,  will  result  In  much  good,  and  will  cost  the 
Government  nothing  save  the  transportation  of  those  who  return  to 
the  Am^,  and  that,  I  presume,  we  are  very  willing  to  pay. 

The  character,  public  and  private,  of  the  men  to  whom  this  delicate 
duty  should  be  assigned  is,  of  course,  of  the  highest  importance.  It 
is  also  one  of  great  labor  and  anxiety,  which  few  men  will  accept  and 
faithfully  perform.  Constant  riding  and  speaking,  especially  on  such 
a  topic,  from  day  to  day,  as  you  are  aware,  is  no  mere  recreation. 
Bnt  I  am  not  willing  to  suggest  for  others  what  I  would  not  accept 

*A  mlBtake.  Qeneral  M.  J.  Wright  was  not  related  to  Gtovemor  I.  G.  Harris. 


JOSEPH  E,  BROWN. 


Jackson,  October  2,  J864. 
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myself.    Apart  from  the  hope  of  doing  scmie  good  for  the  great 

cause,"  I  should  enter  upon  such  a  labor  with  the  most  extreme  reluc- 
tance. Money  could  not  tempt  me  to  assume  it.  I  suppose  myself 
to  be  as  fit  an  instrument  for  such  a  work  as  many  men  in  our  State. 
If,  therefore,  you  see  proper  to  entertain  the  suggestion  and  deem  it 
advisable  to  assign  me  a  portion  of  the  labor,  I  am  subject  to  your 
order.  I  will  perform  it  as  well  as  I  can.  On  one  point  my  policy 
f aUs  as  an  immediate  resort.  The  season  approaches  when  such 
gatherings  of  the  people  cannot  be  obtained.  My  own  health  woold 
not  bear  the  rigors  of  such  a  campaign  in  tiie  winter.  £arly  next 
spring  would  be  most  advisable. 

As  I  do  not  trouble  you  often  with  letters,  let  me  avail  myself 
of  this  opportunity  to  make  some  other  suggestions.  The  present 
system  of  giving  men  a  surgeon's  certificate  of  inability  to  enter  the 
field,  but  recommending  them  "for  light  duty,"  is  a  farce.  ?fo  such 
men  are  ever  so  employed,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  they  can  be.  I 
speak  in  general  terms.  Such  persons  obtain  a  certificate,  report  to 
some  camp,  and  are  there  furloughed — some  for  one  time,  some  for 
another,  and  some  indefinitely.  Various  departments  are  required  to 
employ  such  men  and  to  discharge  employ^  capable  of  active  service. 
How  and  where  are  they  to  obtain  them  ?  There  is  no  person  or  place 
to  whom  or  at  which  they  can  apply.  Consequently  they  retain  the 
able-bodied  men,  because  they  cannot  discharge  them  until  others  are 
obtained.  This  is  more  than  a  pretext  which  would  suffice  for  most 
officials  to  retain  their  friends  and  favorites.  It  is  a  valid  excuse. 
These  "light-duty"  men  prefer  to  be  no-duty  men.  They  are  per- 
mitted to  remain  at  home  in  comfort,  attend  to  their  business,  make 
money,  and  if  required  occasionally  to  report  to  camp,  are  sure  to 
look  sick  enough  for  ten  minutes  to  be  sent  back.  Let  this  class  of 
men  be  kept  in  camp;  let  a  register  be  kept  of  their  ages,  diseases, 
and  capacities,  and  then  require  all  officers  to  apply  to  the  comman- 
dants of  these  camps  for  such  peculiar  assistants  as  they  may  need. 
The  excuse  now  so  glibly  oflEered  by  officials  for  keeping  hearty  men 
around  them  would  be  silenced.  Again,  the  "light-duty"  men,  rather 
than  thus  be  kept  in  camp,  would  ferret  out  places  occupied  by  able 
men  and  cause  them  to  be  sent  to  the  field.  The  evil,  I  assure  yoa,  is 
a  very  great  one. 

I  suggest  auother  matter  with  more  diffidence.  The  subject  of  the 
consolidation  of  companies  and  regiments  was  mach  discussed  in  Con- 
gress while  I  was  there,  but  nothing,  I  believe,  was  ever  done  in  rela- 
tion to  it.  State  pride,  old  fiags,  Ac. ,  prevented  it.  The  very  small 
number  to  which  various  organizations  have  been  reduced,  rendering 
the  position  of  offtcers  ridiculous,  has  caused  many  of  them  to  submit 
to  be  ousted  from  their  commands  by  consolidation  without  complaint 
But  the  form  of  orders  to  such  commands  is  necessarily  complex  and 
subjects  the  Army,  officers  and  men,  to  uncertainty  and  confusion. 
Again,  under  this  tacit  deprivation  of  officers  of  their  commands,  the 
country  is  filled  with  supernumeraries  who  either  do  nothing  or  who 
are  assigned  to  duties  which  older  and  feebler  men  could  perform. 
Cannot  such  men  be  forced  to  the  ranks  ?  I  think  so.  The  trouble 
now  is  that  these  men  cannot  be  divested  of  their  offices  so  long  as 
those  offices  exist.  An  office  is  property,  and  so  long  as  it  exists  you 
cannot  turn  out  the  legal  occupant  and  pnt  in  another  person,  nor 
can  yon  Impose  upon  him  another  duty  inconsistent  with  his  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  his  office ;  therefore,  as  the  matter  now  stands, 
you  cannot  conscript  as  soldiers  8apemiuner»y  officers.  But  anotivBr 
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principle  is  as  equally  well  settled,  viz,  that  an  office  may  be  abol- 
ished and  the  officer  as  a  mere  adjunct  is  extinguished  with  it.  If, 
therefore,  a  law  could  be  passed  declaring  all  offices  under  that  of 
oolonel,  inclusive,  abolished,  all  such  officers  would  at  once  sink  into 
the  character  of  citizens.  To  prevent  the  evil  of  such  a  law  of  course 
another  would  have  to  precede,  pari  passu^  authorizing  the  consoli- 
dation of  companies  and  regiments  and  providing  their  officers  in 
such  manner  as  might  be  deemed  best.  To  declare  the  oldest  officers 
i  D  date  or  commission  officers  of  the  consolidated  organizations  would 
perhaps  be  most  expedient.  The  details  of  such  a  measure  are,  I 
think,  not  difficult  to  adjust.  Upon  such  consolidation  aliX  officers 
not  retained  would  be  liable  to  conscription — and  they  ought  to  Uto. 
To  hope  that  they  will  organize  themselves  into  companies  is  delusive. 
They  had  rather  do  nothing.  I  ofFered  a  bill  to  abolish  the  office 
of  second  junior  lieuteimnt  everywhere.  It  was  defeated.  Can  that 
officer  not  be  spared?  Sach  a  step  would  add  at  least  3,000  men  to 
the  ranks. 

Again,  the  pardoning  power,  as  exercised  by  commanding  generals 
over  the  sentences  of  military  courts,  demands  some  restriction.  My 
observation  and  exi>erience  enable  me  to  speak  with  some  confidence. 
To  convict  a  soldier  of  any  offense,  who  has  social  position,  friends, 
and  influence,  is  but  a  mockery  of  form.  When  I  entered  upon  my 
present  duties  I  resolved  to  perform  them  firmly  and  sternly.  I  have 
done  so.  With  the  view  of  awakening  among  the  soldiers  a  just 
dread  of  the  court,  I  urged  the  infliction  of  emphatic  punishment 
upon  the  first  offenders  arraigned  as  the  best  means  of  securing  dis- 
cipline and  preventing  crime.  They  were  thus  punished  and  the 
sentences  ordered  to  be  read  on  three  several  days  before  their  regi- 
ments. Among  them  were  two  young  men  of  family  and  fortune, 
who  were  defended  by  able  counsel;  both  of  them  barely  escaped 
conviction  for  desertion,  but  were  found  guilty  of  absence  without 
leave.  Active  measures  were  immediately  taken  to  have  them  par- 
doned, and  in  a  few  days  they  were  both  parading  the  streets  with 
their  friends.  Several  poor,  plain  men,  who  could  not  pay  counsel 
nor  provide  petitions  and  affidavits,  convicted  at  the  same  time,  are 
now  undergoing  punishment.  It  is  a  shame  in  the  eyes  of  justice  and 
fairly  engenders  the  most  hostile  and  unhappy  spirit  among  the  poor 
men  of  the  Army.  No  general  should  be  permitted  to  entertain  an 
application  for  pardon  or  the  mitigation  of  a  sentence  until  the 
papers  npon  which  such  application  is  based  have  been  submitted 
to  the  court  pronouncing  the  sentence  for  its  indorsement.  If  the 
evil  can  be  remedied  by  order  I  suggest  that  it  be  issued. 

One  word  more:  and  in  this,  at  least,  I  can  claim  sincerity  if  not 
sagacity.  I  cannot  see  why  myself  and  all  officers  similarly  situated, 
■when  absent  from  the  field,  should  be  entitled  to  draw  commutation 
for  rooms  if  quarters  are  not  furnished ;  nor  why  colonels  should  have 
commutation  for  five,  captains  for  three,  Ac.  If  quarters  adequate 
to  the  duty  required  cannot  be  furnished  and  the  officer  obtains  them, 
let  the  cost,  if  reasonable,  be  paid  by  the  Government.  A  half  dozen 
officers  on  duty  at  a  post  all  live  in  same  house,  pay  a  trifle,  and  each 
obtains  commutation  for  the  whole  house.  It  virtually  adds  to  the 
pay  of  men  who  live  in  houses,  above  those  who  suffer  the  danger  and 
discomfort  of  the  field.  This  is  not  right,  some  way,  though  I  don't 
know  enough  about  such  matters  intelligently  to  suggest  a  remedy. 

The  infernal  hydra  of  reconstruction  is  again  stirring  its  enven- 
omed heads  in  our  State.    If  disasters  intervene  between  this  time 
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and  next  antumn,  you  may  anticipate  a  contest  in  Mississippi  which 
will  tax  the  powers  and  pain  the  soals  of  the  *'good  men  and  true.'* 
Of  those  who  '* would  count  all  things  but  loss"  in  the  absorbing 
interest  of  that  struggle,  I  can  numtwr  in  our  State  but  a  Spartan 
baud,"  whilst  the  timid,  the  traitor,  and  the  time-server  are  "  l^on." 

May  the  Almighty  impart  to  yon  His  wisdom,  and  nerve  you  with 
His  strength  in  the  discharge  of  the  solemn  trust  committed  to  your 
keeping  by  a  confiding  people. 
Your  friend, 

JAMES  PHELAN. 

[FInt  indonMiMiik] 

November  8,  1864. 

Adjutant-General  for  remarks,  Ac. 

J.  D. 

(Seesod  iBdonenmit.] 

November  28,  1861. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  President. 

I  have  been  prevented  from  making  my  remarks  on  the  within  sug- 
gestions of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Phelan  at  an  earlier  day  by  the  press  of 
other  official  and  important  matters.  I  highly  approve  his  sugges- 
tions, and  believe  if  they  are  carried  out  with  the  spirit  in  which  he 
has  inaugurated  them  they  will  prove  highly  beneficial  to  the  cause 
and  be  the  means  of  filling  our  Army  witia  recruits,  which  will  enable 
us  to  cope  with  the  hordes  of  the  enemy  on  the  most  favorable  terms 
for  the  benefit  of  that  cause.  But  this  may  not  be  done  except  by  the 
free-will  offering  of  the  most  infiuential  and  distinguished  men  of  the 
South,  "without  money  and  without  price."  If  they  will  come  for- 
ward in  the  spirit  of  patriotism  for  the  noble  cause  in  which  they  are 
equally  concerned  with  those  who  are  flghtiug  the  battles  of  the  Con- 
federacy and  will  freely  give  their  aid  to  that  cause,  much  good  may 
be  accomplished,  and  we  may  then  \yy  their  efforts  and  the  blessing 
of  God  secure  our  independence. 

The  Government  has  no  pecuniary  means  to  appropriate  to  this 
object,  and  if  it  had  they  should  not  be  expected  from  it  by  those  who 
are  willing  to  do  the  work.  All  that  can  be  expected,  reasonably,  is 
that  it  should  give  a  willing  consent  to  the  measures  proposed. 

S.  COOFEB, 
Ac(jtUant  and  Inspector  Oeneral. 


Enterprise,  October  ^,  IS64. 

(Received  4th.) 

General  S.  Cooper, 

A^xtUmt  and  Inspector  Oeneral: 
The  following  communication  has  been  reoeived  from  Governor 
Clark: 

The  State  of  Mississippi  has  to  defend  herself  in  fatnre.   For  this  defense  t. 
promise  to  secure  volunteers  for  six  months  without  regard  to  age,  if  mastered 
into  service  previous  to  enrollment  or  conscription.   I  have  no  doubt  of  my  ri^t 
to  them  as  troops  of  war  of  the  States.   The  commandant  of  the  State  addre^ed 
General  Preston  on  the  subiect  on  35th  August,  but  has  had  no  reply. 

As  this  insures  a  conflict  with  the  State  authorities  I  desire  your 
instructions. 

W.  L.  BRANDON, 

Brigadier-  Qenercd. 
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Hbai>quartbrs  Bbservb  Forces,  South  Carolina, 

Columbia^  October  3,  I864. 

Son.  J.  A.  Sbsddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Dear  Sir:  Induced  by  the  conviction,  which  I  believe  impresses 
your  own  mind,  that  we  have  now  imjwrative  need  in  the  field  for 
ever^  man  who  is  able  to  bear  arms,  and  that  such  need  is  likely  to 
continue  for  another  campaign  at  least,  I  feel  assured  you  will  pardon 
me  for  any  suggestion  I  may  make  in  reference  to  the  subject.  In  my 
opinion  there  are  several  sources  within  our  reach  from  which  an  appre- 
ciable force  can  be  readily  obtained.  They  will  be  found,  first,  in  the 
class  of  able-bodied  overseers  of  conscript  age  throughout  the  country. 
Hy  the  law  of  1863  planters,  Ac,  were  permitted  to  purchase  from  the 
Government  overseers  liable  to  and  fit  for  service.  In  this  class  there 
certainly  are  many.  The  time  of  such  exemption  has,  perhaps,  nearly 
expired,  but  still  it  may  be  well  to  issue  an  order  directing  the  generals 
of  reserves  in  the  several  States  to  have  these  overseers  enrolled  and 
sent  to  the  field  at  the  earliest  day  practicable. 

The  same  rule  and  order  might  be  applied  to  a  second  class, 
namely,  those  who,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  17th  of  February,  1864, 
contracted  for  overseers  by  giving  bonds  for  meat,  &g.  The  only 
exceptions  I  would  make  in  this  class  would  be  in  cases  of  farmers, 
soles,  persons  over  seventy  years  of  age,  and  those  actually  in  service 
in  the  field.  I  think  justice  and  the  public  necessity  would  require 
such  exceptions.  It  is  not  neeessaiy  that  I  should  elaborate  this 
opinion  by  any  argument. 

There  is  also  a  third  class,  which  would  embrace  the  Quartermaster's 
and  Commissary  Departments.  It  appears  to  me  that  in  these  depart- 
ments all  the  labor  that  is  merely  clerical  may  be  done  by  women, 
and  other  descriptions  of  labor  might  be  performed  by  disabled  men, 
of  whom  there  are  a  great  number,  thus  obtaining  a  considerable 
force  bf  able-bodied  men  for  the  field,  while  at  the  same  time  you  do 
au  act  of  charity  and  justice  to  a  number  of  destitute  and  unprovided 
females  and  men  who  have  worthily  become  proper  objects  of  the 
public  care. 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  now  absolutely  necessary  to  evoke  in  the  speedi- 
est and  most  effectual  manner  possible  the  entire  resources  and 
strength  of  every  State  in  ihib  Confederacy.  This,  I  am  persuaded  by 
reason  and  experience,  cannot  be  done  under  the  existing  organization 
and  arrangements  of  the  Commissary  and  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ments, no  matter  how  much  genius,  good  sense,  and  integrity  may 
exist  in  their  respective  heads.  They  are  too  far  from  the  scene  of 
operations  to  possess  that  fullness  of  knowledge  which  is  necessary 
to  enable  them  to  act  with  the  particularity  and  efficiency  which  the 
necessity  of  the  occasion  requires.  The  field  is  too  wide  for  sugges- 
tions of  appointments  and  for  immediate  control  by  the  central  power. 
Departmental  organization,  naturally  that  of  the  States,  under  author- 
ity of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  accountable  to  the  respective  heads 
at  Richmond,  is  essential.  If  you  think  the  subject  worth  further 
consideration  I  will  submit  details  of  the  plan  which  I  have  in  view, 
and  the  reasons  for  its  adoption. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  CHESNUT,  Jr., 

Brigadier-  OenerdL 
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I  Inttoraement.] 

October  20, 1864. 
Recent  orders  Beek,  by  a  rough  but  rapid  sai^ery,  to  meet  the  evil. 
I  hope  they  will,  if  properly  enforced,  meet  most  of  these  suggestions, 
but  I  would  be  very  happy  to  have  the  benefit  more  fully  of  your 
counsel,  and  invite  the  communication  of  the  plan  to  which  you  refer. 

J.  A.  S. 


Sukobon-General's  Office, 

Richmondy  Fa.,  October  5,  1864. 

Surg.  R.  Potts, 

MediccA  Purveyor f  Montgomery ^  Ala.: 
Sib  :  It  has  been  reported  to  this  office  that  sorghum  seed  is  a  good 
substitute  for  grain  in  the  manufacture  of  whisky.  You  are  instructed 
to  purchase  a  sufficient  quantity  to  give  it  a  trial,  and  report  to  this 
office  the  quantity  of  liquor  obtained  from  one  bushel  of  seed ;  also  its 
quality  and  the  price  paid  for  the  seed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  MOORE, 
Sit/rgeon-Qeneral  C.  8.  Army. 


General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  76.  J  Richmond^  October  1864. 

I.  All  details  heretofore  granted  under  authority  of  the  War 
Department  to  pereons  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five 
years  are  revoked,  and  all  such  detailed  men,  together  with  those 
within  the  said  ages  who  hold  furloughs  or  temporary  exemptions  by 
reason  of  pending  applications  for  details,  will  be  promptly  ^ssem< 
bled  at  the  camps  of  instmction  and  appropriately  assigned  among 
the  armies  for  service,  except  that  men  detailed  and-now  actually 
employed  in  manufacturing,  providing,  collecting,  and  forwarding 
munitions  and  other  indispensable  supplies  for  the  Army  and  Navy, 
or  in  work  indispensable  to  military  operations,  will  be  continue  in 
their  present  employments  until  their  details  shall  be  revised. 

n.  Tlie  heads  of  departments  and  chiefs  of  bureaus  will,  within 
the  next  twenty  days,  forward  to  the  generals  of  reserves  lists  of  all 
detailed  men  in  their  employment  in  the  several  States,  specially  dis- 
tinguishing and  certifying  those  who  are  experts  and  those  absolutely 
indispensable  for  the  performance  of  the  above-mentioned  Govern- 
ment work  and  business ;  and  all  detailed  employ^  not  so  certified 
within  the  prescribed  period  will,  upon  the  e]q>iration  thereof,  be 
forthwith  assigned  to  the  Army. 

ni.  All  persons  called  out  by  this  order  who  claim  exemption  on 
account  of  physical  disability  will  be  examined  by  select  medical 
boards  after  their  arrival  at  the  camps  of  instruction. 

IV.  All  men  found  for  light  duty,  who  are  unassigned,  will  at  once 
report  to  the  camps  of  instruction  under  the  i>enalty  of  being  forthwith 
assigned  to  the  active  forces. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Ac^jutant  and  Inspector  QeneroL 
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Spbcial  Ordbrs,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  237.        (  Biehmtmd,, October  6, 2864. 

*««*•** 

III.  Col.  Thomas  S.  Rhett,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S. ,  now  on  special 
service  abroad,  will  without  delay  return  to  the  Confederate  Stated 
and  report  to  Col.  J.  Gorgas,  Chief  of  Ordnance,  C.  S.  Army. 
«***««* 

X.  Col.  W.  R.  Gause,  Third  Missonri  Infantry,  will  proceed  with 
least  practicable  delay  to  the  State  of  Missouri  and  report  to  Maj.  Gen. 
S.  Price  for  the  purpose  of  raising  troops  in  that  State,  or  such  other 
assignment  as  may  be  directed  by  General  Prioe. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  A^jiUant-OeneraL 


Circular  Confederate  States  of  America, 

War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Ko.  33.  Richmond,  Va.,  October  7,  1864. 

By  General  Orders,  No.  76,  enrrent  series,  all  details  heretofore 
granted  under  authority  of  the  War  Department  through  this  Bureau 
to  persons  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  are  uncon- 
ditionally revoked,  and  by  said  general  order  aU  such  persons  now 
under  such  details  are  required  to  report  in  person  forthwith  to  such 
camps  of  instruction  of  th^  respective  States  as  may  be  designated  for 
assignment  by  the  generals  commanding  the  reserve  forces  to  military 
service.* 

Under  this  order  all  farmers,  planters,  mechanics,  and  others  hold- 
ing details'  authority  of  the  War  Department  or  of  local  con- 
scription oflScers  are  required  forthwith  to  repair  to  the  camps  of 
instroction. 

Officers  engaged  in  the  conscription  service  are  required  promptly 
and  with  inexorable  vigor  to  withdraw  all  such  details  as  are  herein 
indicated  and  move  the  persons  hitherto  detailed  to  the  camps  of 
instruction  for  assignment  to  service.  No  appeals  from  this  order 
will  be  entertained  by  the  Secretary  of  War  unless  approved  and  for- 
warded through  this  Bureau  by  the  generals  commanding  the  reserve 
forces. 

Applicants  for  detail  will  not  be  furloughed  during  the  pendency 
of  their  applications,  but  will  be  assigned  to  the  Army. 

Circular  No.  8,  Bureau  of  Conscription,  March  18, 1864,  having  been 
rendered  nugatory  by  subsequent  general  orders  from  the  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  GeneraFs  Office,  is  hereby  revoked. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 

Assistant  Adjviant-Oeneral. 

*  A  fall  paragraph  of  this  circular  is  so  mutilated  in  the  only  copy  in  possession 
of  the  War  Department  that  it  is  impoBsible  to  publiah  it. 
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HBADQUABTEBS  GliBNN*8  CAVALBY, 

I  Oreen^xmmght  Gh..,  Odoher  7, 1*64- 

Hia  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

Richmond,  Va.: 

Mr.  President  :  Upon  recent  application  I  have  been  anthorized  to 
raise  a  brigade  of  cavalry  of  reserves  and  non-conscripts  in  North 
Georgia.  I  have  two  regiments  very  nearly  completed.  There  is  no 
doubt  I  will  succeed  with  them.  They  are  being  raised  in  the  State 
east  of  Atlanta.  There  are  a  great  number  of  soldiers  belonging  to 
commands  raised  in  North  Geoi^cia  now  absent  in  that  r^^ou  who  are 
there  without  leave,  called  deserters.  I  know  from  my  influence  with 
the  citizens  and  soldiers  in  that  region  that  I  can  induce  hundreds  of 
them  to  return  to  our  service.  I  am  not  mistaken  when  I  assert  thai 
I  can  bring  more  of  them  out  than  any  other  person.  I  am  very  ani- 
ious  to  do  Ko.  I  will  do  so  under  any  order  that  may  be  issued  by  the 
War  Department  oi*  any  authority  that  may  be  granted  to  accomplish 
the  desired  object.  If  I  were  permitted  to  announce  that  they  would 
be  reoi^anized  as  mounted  infantry,  and  serve  under  me  and  in  my 
brigade,  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying  that  I  can  get  a  thousand  or 
greater  number  to  return  to  our  service  who  will  otherwise  be  lost  to 
it.  If  I  can't  be  permitted  to  retain  them  under  me,  I  desire  to  bring 
them  out  bo  as  to  verify  my  assertion  of  influence  with  them.  I  woaM 
not  have  addressed  you  personally  but  for  the  fact  that  recent  occar- 
rences  in  the  Army  of  Tennrasee,  resalting  in  my  trial  and  remoTal 
from  my  position  as  colonel  Thirty-sixth  Georgia,  wonld  prejudice  ny 
statements  as  to  my  influence  with  the  citizens  and.soldiers  of  North 
Georgia  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  has  not  seen  the  testimonials 
from  officers  and  soldiers,  and  from  the  citizens  who  reside  in  Upper 
Georgia,  where  I  have  been-  raised,  and  which  I  submitted  to  Yonr 
Excellency  in  the  record  in  that  case.  The  result  of  that  case  has 
not  in  the  least  impaired  my  influence  with  them.  It  is  hard  for  them 
to  believe  that  I  would  do  wrong  intentionally;  besides,  the  recent 
desertion  of  the  principal  witness  against  me  in  presence  of  the  enemy, 
then  a  private,  but  at  the  time  of  his  desertion  a  lieutenant  in  Thirty- 
sixth  Georgia,  Thomas  M.  Lane,  has  made  in  my  favor  rather  thM 
against  me.    Please  excuse  this  digression. 

Hoping  that  yon  will  give  such  directions  in  the  premises  as  will 
authorize  me  to  use  my  influence  to  get  those  of  our  soldiers  to  return 
in  North  Georgia  who  are  there  without  leave, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JESSE  A.  GLENN. 

[FInt  fndoiMiiwat.] 

Respectfully  submitted,  by  direction  of  the  Preddent,  to  the  Honor 
able  Secretary  of  War  for  the  proper  attention. 

BURTON  N.  HARRISON, 

Private  SecrHary. 

[Seowid  Indmenwnt.] 

OCTOBBB  19,  1861 

Adjutant-General  : 

Whence  did  this  officer  obtain  his  authority  to  iralse  a  brigade  of 
cavalry  from  the  reserves  in  North  Georgia?  Let  him  be  instruct©! 
that  no  authority  can  be  granted  him  to  recruit  deserters  or  to  com- 
pound  with  them  otherwise  than  by  encouraging  them  to  letom  to 
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their  companies,  and  giving  them  a  hope  by  voluntary  return  of  being 
treated  with  leniency.  If  he  can  bring  out  any  deserters  he  will  do 
good  service  by  forwarding  them  to  their  commands. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 


[October  7,  1864. — For  Oobb  to  Cooper,  reporting  measures  taken 
to  get  men  on  detailed  service  into  the  field  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIX, 
Part  m,  p.  801.] 


[October  7, 1864. — For  Beauregard  to  Davis,  relating  to  settlement 
of  matters  between  Governor  Brown  and  Creneral  Cobb,  relating  to 
exempts  and  State  militia,  and  action  of  President  Davis  and  Secre- 
tary Seddon  thereon,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  III,  p.  800.  J 


General  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

Np.  77.         \  Richmond,  October  8,  1864. 

The  following  will  supersede 'General  Orders,  No.  76,  present  series, 
which  are  hereby  revoked :  * 

I.  All  details  heretofore  granted  under  authority  of  the  War  Depart-  \ 
ment  to  persons  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  ^ 
are  hereby  revoked;  and  all  such  detailed  men,  together  with  those 
within  the  said  ages  who  hold  furloughs  or  temporary  exemptions  by 
reasons  of  pending  applications  for  detail,  will  be  promptly  assem- 
bled at  the  camps  of  instruction  and  appropriately  assigned  among 
the  armies  for  service;  except  that  men  detailed  and  now  actually 
employed  as  artisans,  mechanics,  or  persons  of  scientific  skill  (and 
those  detailed  and  now  engaged  in  the  manufacture,  collection,  and 
forwarding  of  indispenHable  supplies  for  the  Army  and  Navy)  will  be 
continued  in  their  present  employments  until  their  respective  details 
be  revised. 

II.  The  heads  of  departments  and  chiefs  of  bureaus  wiU  imme- 
diately forward  to  the  generals  of  reserves  in  the  several  States 
lists  of  all  detailed  men  in  their  employment  in  the  said  States,  cer- 
tifying in  each  case  of  a  person  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  years 
those  who  are  experts  and  absolutely  indispensable  for  the  public 
service,  specifying  the  employment  of  each  individual;  and  all 
detailed  employes  who  are  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five 
years  not  so  certified  within  the  prescribed  period  will  be  forthwith 
assigned  to  the  Army.  A  duplicate  of  the  above  lists  will  at  the  same 
time  be  furnished  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  for  the 
action  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

ni.  All  persons  called  out  by  these  orders  who  claim  exemption 
on  account  of  physical  disability  will  be  examined  by  select  medical 
boards  at  the  camps  of  instruction. 

IV.  AU  men  found  fit  for  light  duty,  and  who  are  unassigned,  will 
at  once  report  to  the  camps  of  instruction,  under  the  penalty  of  being 
forthwith  assigned  to  the  active  forces. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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Quabtbrhastbr-General^s  Office, 

Bichmond,  October  8,  186^. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond^  Va.: 

Sir:  The  act  of  Congress  passed  February  17, 1864,  provides  fortbe 
enrollment  of  the  free  negroes,  who  are  held  liable  to  perform  certain 
duties  with  the  Army  in  hospitals,  in  work  upon  fortifications,  4i- 
The  Secretary  of  War  is  also  authorized  to  employ  20,000  male  slaves 
by  hire  or  impressment,  for  similar  purposes,  and  all  are  to  be  pro- 
vided with  rations  and  clothing,  under  rules  to  be  established  by  tlie 
War  Department.  As  yet  nothing  has  been  done  to  execnte  this  set 
so  far,  at  least,  as  it  relates  to  clothing.  I  would  respectfully  sug- 
gest, therefore,  in  anticipation  of  same,  that  in  the  important  i\em 
of  blankets,  shoes,  and  woolen  garments  each  bureau  be  required  to 
provide  for  the  free  negroes  and  slaves  employed  by  it.  The  act  doe 
not  put  this  burden  upon  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  and  calls 
recently  made  upon  it  preparatory  to  the  coming  winter  show  that  ii 
cannot  safely  assume  it.  Summer  clothing  and  cotton  pants,  shirts, 
drawers,  socks,  and  caps  this  department  can  supply,  but  in  regard 
to  the  other  articles  it  is  simply  reduced  to  this:  Shall  soldiers  in  ihf 
field  be  supplied,  or  shall  these  indispensable  articles  go  to  the 
negroes?  To  meet  the  present  demand  for  men  in  the  field,  blanketc. 
shoes,  and  woolen  goods  have  to  be  drawn  in  large  quantities  frm  < 
abroad.  In  procuring  them  from  there  it  is  only  a  question  of  money.  | 
and  as  each  bhreau  has  its  fund  abroad,  can  purchase  there  without 
the  risk  of  competition,  and  enjoys  equal  facilities  in  all  respe<-i> 
with  this  for  bringing  the  supplies  in,  the  arrangement  proposed  i 
appears  to  be  both  expedient  and  Just.  There  is  now  ample  timeU' 
provide  what  is  needed.  The  market  at  Nassau  is  overstocked  vid 
all  the  articles  referred  to,  and  in  making  purchases  the  services 
either  Mr.  Heyliger  or  Major  Waller  can  be  availed  of. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  LAWTON,  j 
Quartermaster-  Generxd.  \ 

[FInt  iDdonemeiit.] 

Quartermaster-€teneral  for  conference. 

J.  A.  S. 

[Second  IndorMiBat.] 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Richmond,  November  5,  18S\. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  accordance  witli 
his  suggestion,  with  the  following  draught  of  the  proposed  genera! 
order : 

1.  When  free  negroes  are  enrolled  or  slaves  are  hired  or  impresse^l 
under  the  act  of  February  17,  1864,  and  assigned  to  service  with  thei 
bureaus  of  the  War  Department,  each  bureau  will  pay  tha  n^roes^^ 
assigned  upon  the  forms  and  in  the  same  manner  as  other  employe? 
are  now  paid.  The  negroes  enrolled  will  be  paid  $11  a  month,  and 
slaves  hired  or  impressed  schedule  rates,  as  prescribed  by  the  State 
commissioners. 

2.  Each  bureau  will  also  provide  such  negroes  and  all  other 
employes  in  its  service  with  the  necessary  woolen  shirts,  jackets,  aii^ 
pants,  and  blankets,  overcoats,  and  shoes.  Cotton  pants,  sldrts. 
drawers,  socks,  and  caps  will  be  provided  by  the  Quartermasters 
Department  on  requisitions  made  quarterly,  lowing  the  number  of 
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the  employes  to  be  supplied,  and  snbmitted  for  the  approval  of  the 
Quartermaster-General.  In  purchasing  these  supplies  abroad  any 
bureau  may  avail  of  the  services  of  the  purchasing  quartermaster  at 
Nassau  or  in  England. 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster-  Oenercd. 


Richmond,  October  8,  I864.. 

His  Excellency  JEFFERSON  Datis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States  : 

Dear  Sir:  I  do  not  feel  comfortable  at  being  idle  in  times  like 
these,  and  yet  am  not  able  to  shoulder  a  gun  in  field  service,  or  I 
would  ere  this  have  been  with  the  brave  batta,lion  of  my  Maryland 
boys,  who  have  shown  such  devotion  under  General  T^ee.  To  attempt 
4o  carry  out  the  contemplated  organization  of  the  Maryland  troops  in 
tiie  Valley  would  now  be  attended  with  more  labor  and  with  less 
results  th^  in  the  spring,  and  for  that  and  other  reasons  I  think  it 
best  for  the  public  interest  not  to  press  the  matter  at  this  time.  My 
attention  has  frequently  been  called  to  the  probable  intention  of  the 
Government  to  organize  a  secret-service  corps  in  connection  with  or 
to  embrace  the  Signal  Corps.  If  such  be  the  case,  and  the  matter  is 
open,  and  you  feel  at  liberty  to  intrust  me  with  the  command,  I  feel 
confident  that  I  can  render  efficient  service  quite  commensurate  with 
the  expenditure  to  be  incurred.  Should  I  fail  to  do  bo,  or  to  come 
fully  up  to  your  expectation,  you  may  rely  upon  it  that  I  will 
promptly  and  voluntarily  surrender  the  trust  without  waiting  to  have 
my  commission  revoked.  My  view  would  be  to  organize  a  full  regi- 
ment of  Marylanders  not  owing  service  to  the  Confederacy,  not  in 
service,  many  of  whom  I  feel  confident  I  can  bring  over  the  border  to 
organize  a  corps  of  heavy  artillery  to  be  available  on  the  Potomac, 
and  thus  by  the  activity  and  energy  of  the  material  I  should  embody 
I  think  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  by  transports  could  be  materi- 
ally embarrassed  at  important  moments,  if  deemed  necessary  by 
General  Lee,  and  the  communication  between  Grant  and  Washing- 
ton, and  also  between  that  officer  and  his  troops  in  the  Valley,  carried 
on  principally  by  telegrams  along  the  Potomac  country,  severed  and 
interfered  with,  so  as  to  make  it  comparatively  useless  when  most 
needed.  My  relations  with  men  on  the  other  side,  their  sons  being 
with  me,  and  my  knowledge  of  men  and  things  up  to  the  Canada  line, 
would  very  materially  facilitate  such  operations. 

I  do  not,  of  courae,  know  if  the  plans  I  suggest  are  within  your 
province  to  have  executed,  but  I  beg  respectfully  to  suggest  them  for 
your  consideration.  If  anything  of  the  kind  is  to  be  done,  it  would, 
of  course,  be  desirable  to  enter  upon  it  as  soon  as  practicable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  P.  KANE. 

[First  indaramient.] 

Secretary  of  War  for  remarks. 

J.  X>. 

[Seoond  iadonameat.] 

October  18, 1864. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  President. 

I  had  not  contemplated  such  organization  for  secret  service  in  con- 
nection with  the  Signal  Corps,  supposing  the  latter  fully  engrossed  in 
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their  legitimate  duties.  The  organization  of  a  regiment  of  Man 
landers  not  liable  to  service  would  be  very  acceptable,  bat  I  show 
not  recommend  them  to  be  nsed  with  heavy  artillery  on  the  Potomar 
as  I  do  not  think  the>  coald  maintain  their  p(MitionB  there.  Tbej^ 
would  certainly  provoke  attack,  and  might  induce  a  deetractive  expr 
dition  into  the  Northern  Neck  of  Virginia.  I 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

S&retary. 

{Third  IndonenMot.] 

October  19,  1S44.  i 

So  much  of  the  plan  as  proposes  to  raise  a  regiment  of  Marylanden 
from  men  not  in  the  service,  and  who  do  not  owe  service  t<»  the  Cob-j 
federate  States,  is  approved.  To  arm  them  as  heavy  artillenj 
would  defeat  the  object  in  view,  as  they  would  then  necessarihj 
remain  with  an  army  by  which  they  could  be  supported,  heavy  ani^ 
lery  being  leaut  of  all  arms  qualified  for  separate  operations.  Eitbe: 
for  the  special  service  indicated  or  for  service  with  other  troops^ 
according  to  their  character,  I  would  be  glad  to  have  such  a  r^imeit 
as  is  described  within. 

J.  D. 


[October  8  and  29, 1864. — For  Lee  to  Vance,  in  relation  to  genin?: 
the  reserves  of  North  Carolina  into  service,  see  Series  I,  VoL  XLIl 
Parjilll,  pp.  1141,  1183.] 


Meridian,  October  lo,  mi 

Secretary  of  War: 

Shall  I  permit  cotton  in  hands  of  Governors  of  States,  and  belong- 
ing to  State  governments,  to  pass  lines  in  exchange  for  State  snppUea- 

R.  TAYLOR, 

"  Lietdenani-  Genertd. 


SPECIAL  REQUISITION. 


For  Five  thonsand  dolte* 

I  certify  on  honor  that  the  above  requisition  is  correct  and  jasi 
and  that  the  money  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  public  serviMr 
made  so  by  the  following  circumstances,  to  wit:  It  is  needed  topiu" 
chase  supplies  for  the  comfort  and  subsistence  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  in  Walker  Hospital,  Colnmbns,  Ga.,  under  my  charge. 

qARLISLE  TERRY, 
Surgeon^  Provisional  Army,  C.  S- 

Received  at  Columbus,  Ga.,  this  10th  day  of  October,  1864,  of  Capt. 
J.  PI.  Graybill,  assistant  commissaiy  of  subsistence,  the  sum  of  l5,0Dii 
in  full  of  the  above  requisition,  to  be  charged  against  Walker  Hos- 
pital fund. 
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iTtrat  iodonenMBt.] 

Office  Post  Commissary, 

Columbusy  October  JO,  1864. 

RespectfaUy  retnmed  to  Sui^.  C.  Terry. 

I  have  no  funds  for  hospitals  or  for  any  other  purposes.  The 
listrict  commissary  has  made  repeated  efforts  to  get  funds  from  Rich- 
Qond  to  supply  this  and  other  posts  in  his  district,  hnt  thus  far  has 
'eceived  no  funds. 
Bespectfully, 

J.  H.  GRAYBILL, 
Captain  and  ' Aasisiant  Commisstvry  of  Subsistence. 

[Bsoond  indonement.] 

Office  Walker  Hospital, 

October  10,  I864. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

Untess  some  arrangement  can  be  made  by  which  funds  can  bo 
>btained  for'  the  purchase  of  comforts  for  sick  and  wounded  in  hos- 
>ital  great  injury  to  public  service  and  loss  of  many  valuable  lives 
nast  ensue.  It  is  perfectly  useless  to  attempt  to  treat  such  diseases 
is  prevail  most  commonly  among  soldiers  unless  suitable  diet  can  be 
provided,  as  a  great  proportion  of  the  diseases  arise  from  the  exposure 
ind  diet  of  the  camp.  I  have  raised  money  for  this  hospital  on  mj- 
>wn  personal  security  until  I  can  do  so  no  more.  I  forward  this  to 
relieve  myself  from  responsibility  on  account  of  suffering  which  will 
ensue  in  my  hospital  and  In  hopes  that  if  the  case  is  presented  to 
proper  authority  some  remedy  may  be  had. 

CARLISLE  TERRY, 

Su/rgeon  in  Charge. 

[TUnl  IndoraenHmt.] 

Office  Medical  Director  of  Hospitals, 

Columbus,  Oa.,  October  11,  I864. 

Respectfully  f<Hrwarded  to  the  Surgeon-General. 

Unless  some  remedy  is  applied  soon  the  hospitals  of  this  department 
trill  have  to  furlough  all  their  inmates  to  secure  for  them  appropriate 
liet.  If  the  Treasury  Department  does  not  furnish  the  currency  the 
dck  and  vonnded  cannot  be  fed. 

S.  H.  STOUT, 

Medical  Director. 

[Fourth  iDdoraement.] 

Surgeon-General's  Office, 

October  SSS,  I864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  requesting  his  perusal 
of  these  indorsements  and  urging  that  measures  be  adopted  to  enable 
migeons  in  charge  of  hospitals  to  feed  the  sick  and  wounded.  The 
evim  resulting  from  a  failure  to  supply  them  cannot  be  exa^erated. 

S.  P.  MOORE, 
Surgeon-General  C.  S.  Army. 

[Fifth  Indononant.  ] 

October  27,  1864. 

commtr8  a  ry-qenebaii : 

Why  cannot  funds  be  furnished?  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
honors  requisitioos  now. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 
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[Sixth  tadocMNiwt.1 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

Money  has  been  sent  Major  Allen,  commissary  of  Hulsistence. 
Columbus,  Ga.,  which  would  hare  arrived  in  time  to  meet  Docta 
Terry's  requisition  but  for  the  fact  that  no  warrants  were  issued  fros 
the  Treasury  from  September  7  to  October  7. 

As  long  as  this  Bureau  has,  as  has  been  the  case  for  several  months, 
upward  of  $30,000,000  of  unhonored  requisitions  there  must  be  a  deU; 
of  at  least  two  months  in  supplying  funds.  The  Honorable  Secretvr 
of  War  is  urgently  requested  to  remedy  this  evil  if  possible  by  eu- 
bling  this  Bureau  to  obtain  more  currency  from  tbe  Treasury,  th* ' 
amount  of  non-taxable  bonds  and  certificates  of  indebtedness  isswd 
to  the  Subsistence  Bureau  being  [more]  than  that  for  all  other  burean? 
of  this  Department  combined.  I  had  not  been  previously  informed  oi 
the  improved  condition  of  the  Treasury  intimated  by  the  indorsemen: 
of  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 
Commissary-Oeneral  of  Subsistenee. 


[October  10,  1864. — For  Lee  to  Cooper,  in  relation  to  the  operatios 
of  General  Orders,  No.  76  (see  p.  712),  in  strengthening  the  armies  is 
the  field,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLII,  Part  III,  p.  1144,] 


General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  78.  S  Richmond,  October  11,  1861 

I.  The  attention  of  officers  and  soldiers  is  specially  directed  to  tbe 
thirty-fourth  article  of  Army  Regulations,  and  Gleneral  Orders,  No.  I 
1863.  The  rapidly  increasing  correspondence  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment demands  that  their  requirements  shall  hereafter  be  stricUy 
observed.  A  violation  of  them  will  subject  the  offender  to  prompt 
trial  by  court-martial.  The  regulations  respecting  military  corre- 
spondence were  made  after  long  experience,  and  are  indispensable 
an  intelligent  and  efficient  discharge  of  business. 

The  remarks  and  opinions  of  intermediate  commanders  upon  the 
subject-matter  of  each  communication  are  important  to  the  Depart- 
ment, and  in  all  cases  required.  Opportunity  must,  therefore,  be 
afforded  for  their  expression;  and  all  communications  which  are  noi 
forwarded  through  the  prescribed  channel  will  be  invariably  returned 
without  other  action  than  instructions  to  bring  the  party  to  trial  for 
violation  of  orders. 

Letter  paper  will  l>e  folded  in  three,  and  foolscap  in  four  equal 
folds,  parallel  with  the  writing,  and  indorsed  on  tibe  fold  oorreapood- 
ing  with  the  top  of  the  sheet,  thus: 

FMt  or  Station  ftnd  Date  or  LeUor. 


KuM  Mid  Bank  of  Writw. 


Analyais  ot  CoDtents. 


The  indorsement  should  be  carefully  made,  so  as  to  afford  infomu)- 
tion  of  its  contents  at  a  glance,  and  to  present  only  those  points  vhicti 
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are  material  and  pertinent.  This  will  leave  ample  space  for  subse- 
quent indorsement.  Commanders  will  return  for  completion  all 
papers  not  so  indorsed.  The  practice  of  wrapping  commanications 
with  mere  strips  of  paper  for  the  purpose  of  indorsement,  owing  to 
their  liability  to  be  detached  and  lost,  is  prohibited. 

II.  Issuing  commissaries  will  hereafter  require  from  commissioned 
officers  drawing  rations  a  certificate  that  the  same  are  for  their  own 
nse. 

III.  Upon  information  received  that  any  commissioned  officer  or 
soldier  has  sold  the  rations  drawn  by  him  he  will  thereafter  not  be 
allowed  to  draw  rations,  at  any  one  time,  for  a  greater  period  than 
three  days. 

IV.  Furloaghed  oflScers  and  men  other  than  those  furloughed  from 
hospitals  will  be  allowed  to  draw,  at  the  place  where  furloughed, 
rations  for  the  number  of  days  only  that  are  required  for  their  jour- 
ney. Officers  and  men  furloughed  from  hospitals  will  receive  from 
the  hospital  commissary  such  number  of  rations,  for  the  purpose  of 
reaching  their  destination,  as  the  surgeon  in  charge  may  direct. 
Furloughed  men  may  be  allowed  commutation  of  rations  for  the  time 
specified,  in  lieu  of  rations  in  kind,  if  they  prefer  it.  After  reaching 
their  destination  sick  and  wounded  furloughed  men  not  in  hospitals 
may  draw  from  the  nearest  post  commissary  rations  in  kind  or  com- 
mutation therefor  for  the  period  of  five  days  at  a  time.  Each  issue 
made  to  furloughed  men,  or  each  payment,  if  commutation  is  allowed, 
will  be  indorsed  on  the  furlough  by  the  issuing  officer. 

V.  Boards  of  examiners  in  general  hospitals  are  directed  not  to 
furlough  or  discharge,  or  recommend  for  leave  of  absence,  any  soldier 
or  officer  who,  on  his  admittance  into  hospital,  could  not  show  proper 
authority  for  his  absence  from  his  command.  Officers  or  soldiers 
applying  for  admission  into  general  hospitals  who  are  not  provided 
with  proper  authority  for  their- absence  from  their  commands  will, 
if  able  to  travel,  not  be  admitted,  but  sent  back  to  their  commands. 
If  nnable  to  travel,  such  oases  will  be  received  into  hospitals  and 
their  admittance  reported  to  their  respective  commanding  officers, 
and  when  sufflcieuUy  recovered  they  will  be  returned  under  guard  to 
their  commands. 

VI.  All  communications  to  the  Secretary  of  War  or  to  this  office 
from  the  generals  commanding  reserves  pertaining  to  the  matter  of 
conscriptions  or  other  duties  hitherto  devolved  on  the  authorities 
of  conscription  must  be  addressed  through  the  superintendent  of  the 
Bureau  of  Conscription. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
A^uta7it  and  Inspector  General. 


Executive  Department, 
■    Tallahassee,  October  11, 1S6J^ 

His  Excellency  Z.  B.  Vance, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina: 
Dear  Sir:  Yours  28th  ultimo  is  before  me.  It  arrived  during  my 
absence  from  here.  The  objects  yow  purpose  to  accomplish  by  a  con- 
vention of  Governors  are  vastly  important,  and  are  cordially  approved 
by  me.  I  will  at  any  time  appointed  meet  you  in  convention  at 
Augusta,  Ga. ,  or  at  any  point  more  convenient  and  agreeable  to  others, 

46  R  R — series  IV,  VOL  IH 
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when  notified,  if  iu  my  power  to  do  so,  but  we  are  so  constantly  threat- 
ened with  raids  in  different  parts  of  the  State  that  my  presence  her^ 
seems  to  be  almost  indispensable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

JOHN  MILTON. 


Ralbiqh,  October  ii,  ISe^. 

General  B.  Braoo, 

Richmond.  Va.: 
•  ' 

There  is  a  meeting  of  Governors  at  Angusta  on  Monday,  the  ITth, 
to  consult  about  how  to  spare  more  men  for  the  service.  I  am  very 
anxious  to  know  what  North  Carolina  has  done  in  comparison  with 
the  other  States.  Can  you  furnish  the  information  from  the  Adjntant- 
General's  Office  ?   If  so,  write  me  to  Augusta,  Ga. 

Z.  B.  VANCE, 

Governor. 

[IndoraMiMnl.] 

Without  a  very  protracted  and  laborious  researcn  it  is  not  poasibte 
to  ascertain  the  number  of  men.  The  regiments  from  North  Caroliu 
were  unusually  full  at  the  outset.  There  are  in  the  Confederstv 
service  sixty-seven  regiments,  five  battalions,  and  twelve  unattached 
companies.  Two  State  regiments  are  at  present  doing  service  under 
Confederate  authority,  but  have  not  been  transferred  to  Confedonte 
service.    Thus  far  nine  battalions  of  reserves  have  been  organixed. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Genbral*s  Office, 

Odjoher  IB,  IS64. 

Respectfully  returned  to  G^eneral  Bragg. 

SAML,  W.  MELTON, 

Assistani  Ad^vtant-GcTieral, 

Inclosed  is  a  tabulated  statement,  which  will  furnish  comparison 
with  other  States.*  • 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

October  11,  I864. 

His  Excellency  William  Smith, 

Governor  of  Virginia: 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  lay  before  you  an  important  communication  from 
Major-General  Smith,  superintendent  of  the  Virginia  Military  Insti- 
tute. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient, 

WM.  H.  RICHARDSON, 

Ad^uiaiii-  Chnend. 

[Inoloann.] 

Headquarters  Virgenia  Military  Institutk, 

October  8,  I864. 

Maj.  Gen.  William  H.  Richardson, 

Adjutant-General : 
General:  I  have  this  moment  seen  Special  Orders,  No.  102,  from 
the  headquarters  of  the  reserve  forces,  dated  October  3, 1864,  a  copr 


*Not  found. 
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of  which  I  herewith  inclose.  The  authority  exercised  by  the  Confed- 
erate authorities  over  the  cadets  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute 
Tinder  these  orders  is  directly  in  conflict  with  the  instructions  which  I 

have  received  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia  under  your  order  of 
October  14,  ]862,  and  of  the  special  order  given  to  me  personally  by 
His  Excellency  Governor  Smith  in  June,  1864.  I  feel  myself  embar- 
rassed in  my  duty  under  the  circumstances  which  surround  the  case. 
I  extract  the  closing  paragraph  of  your  order  of  October  14,  1862. 

The  Governor,  in  view  of  all  these  important  facte,  feels  it  to  be  incumbent  upon 
him  to  direct  the  superintendent  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute  not  to  smren- 
der  any  cadet  who  may  be  claimed  as  a  conscript  by  the  Confederate  authority 
until  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  of  Congress  called  the  conscript  law  shaU 
have  been  tested,  the  legislative  will  of  the  State  ascertained,  or  until  farther 
ordeiB. 

The  authorities  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute  have  no  disposition 
to  withhold  the  cadets  from  the  jservice  of  the  country  in  this  hour  of 
its  peril  and  need.  They  have  promptly  sanctioned  their  service 
without  stint  and  at  costly  sacrifice  of  blood  to  the  cause  of  this 
country.  But  the  State  through  its  military  institute  stands  as  a 
g^uardian,  in  her  sovereign  capacity,  to  these  young  soldiers,  and  it 
seems  to  be  but  just  and  proper  that  when  their  services  are  required 
in  the  field  of  battle  they  should  be  sent  forth  under  the  authority  of 
the  State  whose  servants  tliey  are,  that  the  care  and  protection  which 
have  been  assumed  and  promised  to  them  may  be  rendered.  Where 
thus  rallied  around  the  standard  of  the  country,  they  will  present  an 
organized  Virginia  command,  which  may  be  extended  to  embrace 
many  others  who  would  promptly  rally  around  the  Virginia  Military 
Institute,  and  by  their  efficiency  render  substantial  service,  without 
detriment  to  their  morals. 

If  Special  Orders,  No.  102,  be  persisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
Military  Institute  will  be  destroyed,  and  I  apprehend  the  worst  con- 
sequences to  the  individual  members  of  the  institute. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  H.  SMITH, 
Brevet  Major- General  and  Superintendent. 

[Snb-fncloHure.] 

Special  Orders,  )  ITeXdquarters  Reserve  Forces, 

No.  102.         \  October  S,  186^ 

The  commencement  of  the  next  regular  session  of  the  Virginia  Mili- 
tary Institute  having  been  postponed  until  the  Ist  of  November  next, 
all  cadets  who  are  not  under  seventeen  years  of  age  and  not  already 
assigned  to  dniiy  in  the  field  by  orders  from  the  War  Department 
or  from  these  headquarters  are  hereby  required  to  report  without 
delay  to  Maj.  T.  G.  Peyton,  commandant  of  camp  of  instruction  at 
Camp  Lee,  near  Richmond,  for  immediate  and  temporary  field  service. 
Cadets  under  seventeen  years  of  age  are  also  earnestly  invited  to 
report  at  once  for  assignment  to  duty. 

All  furloughs  and  exemptions  heretofore  granted  to  cadets  are,  by 
command  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  revoked. 

The  cadets  will  be  released  from  field  service  by  or  before  the  com- 
meuuement  of  the  session  o{  the  institute. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Kemper: 

R.  H.  CATLETT, 
Asaiatant  A(^^iUant-OeneraZ. 
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State  of  North  CABOiiiNA,  Executive  Departmknt, 

Baleigh,  October  12,  1861 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis: 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  circular  letter  of  a  recent  date  respecting 
the  foreigners  in  our  midst,  I  have  to  say  that  I  concur  in  the  sug- 
gestion advanced  by  you.  No  laws  have  been  passed  in  this  State 
oppressive  of  this  class  of  persons  and  no  edict  of  expulsion  has 
been  or  will  be  adopted. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE 


Headquarters  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States, 

Bichmondy  Odober  IS,  1S6^ 

His  Excellency  the  President: 

Mr.  President:  Your  attention  is  respectfully  asked  to  the  inclosed 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Quartermaster-General  to  the  Honorable 
Secretary  of  War.  The  original  was  referred  to  me  for  remarks,  aitd 
was  returned  with  the  indorsement  this  copy  bears. 

That  you  may  know  the  origin  of  this  strange  paper,  I  send  alsoi 
copy  of  my  letter  to  Greneral  Gardner,  inclosing  to  him  the  inspection 
report  referred  to  and  calling  his  attention  to  the  alleged  ^'iolations 
of  law.  It  will  be  seen  my  only  instruction  to  him  was  to  proowd 
"as  the  law  requires  in  every  case  of  infraction."  Af ter  a  carefd 
reperusal  of  that  letter,  I  can  see  nothing  to  retract  and  nothing  to 
justify  the  errors,  tone,  and  temper  (not  to  say  disrespect)  displarec 
by  the  Quartermaster-General,  so  foreisii  to  the  usual  deportment  of 
that  scrupulous  and  faithful  officer.  I  am  as  unwilling  to  be  tfaos 
thwarted  in  my  elforts,  under  your  orders,  to  see  all  men  properiy 
due  there  put  into  the  Army  as  I  am  anxious  to  avoid  these  nnnsnal 
and,  as  it  appears  to  me,  unmilitary  arrangements  by  my  inferiors. 
In  a  similar,  but  more  marked  case,  where  a  subordinate  officer  of  tlw 
Conscript  Bureau,  some  two  months  since,  addressed  me  a  very  dis- 
respectful communication,  I  referred  it  to  the  Honorable  Secretaiyof 
War,  but  as  yet  have  no  notice  of  any  action.  This  case  is  therefore 
submitted  to  your  consideration. 

As  these  records  are  to  constitute  a.part  of  the  future  history  of  tfe 
country,  I  feel  sure  you  will  appreciate  my  appeal  to  be  relieved  from 
an  attitude  so  mortifying  to  my  self-respect  and  so  humiliating  to  my 
professional  pride. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

ChneraL 

[iDdanenMDt.] 

kotembbr  6,  1864. 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  act  referred  to  imposed  a  penalty  and  prescribed  a  duty.  Gen- 
eral Bragg  but  fulfilled  an  obligation  to  aid  in  the  faithful  execntf<»: 
of  the  law  when  he  called  the  attention  of  the  post  commander  to  the 
reported  violations  of  law,  which  it  was  the  duty  of  that  officer  Xt- 
restrain.  The  "post"  quartermaster  at  Richmond  bears  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  post  the  relation  of  field  quartermaster  to  the  com- 
mander of  an  army.  The  Qnartennaster-Gteneral  was  not  expects' 
and  it  would  have  been  absurd  to  expect  him  to  inspect  every  estate 
lishment  in  the  Confederacy  to  ascertain  whether  his  assistants  kep< 
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men  in  employment  contrary  to  the  law  cited,  and  tliere  was  no  inva- 
sion of  his  rights  in  seeking  to  enforce  the  law  by  the  means  provided 
in  the  act.  The  reference  of  the  complaint  to  General  Bragg  is  no 
doubt  the  point  which  he  describes  as  mortifying,  «fcc. 

For  fear  the  originals  may  not  have  attracted  your  notice,  I  send 
the  copies  inclosed  in  the  letter  of  General  Bra^. 

J.  D. 

{IdoImuk  Kd.  1.] 

Headquabtbrs  Armies  of  the  Confederate  States, 

Richmond^  Septemher  16^1864. 

General  William  M.  Gardner, 

Commanding  Post,  Sichmond: 
General:  Inclosed  herewith  is  a  copy  of  an  inspection  report  of 
the  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  in  Richmond.  Your 
special  attention  is  called  to  the  following  points  developed  by  this 
report: 

I.  "Lieutenant-Colonel  Cone,  acting  assistant  quartermaster-gen- 
eral, has  in  his  office  an  able-bodied  conscript  detailed  as  clerk.'* 
This  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  eighth  section  of  act  approved  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1864. 

II.  See  case  of  Captain  Barksdale.  Why  is  it  that  the  money  he 
disburses,  any  more  than  in  case  of  other  quartermaster's,  shall  be 
kept  in  the  Treasury  beyond  his  control  ?  This  officer  is  on  post  duty 
and  under  your  command. 

III.  Maj.  C.  M.  Smith,  assistant  quartermaster.  "There  are  in  this 
office  three  able-bodied  men  detailed  as  clerks."  See  remarks  on 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Cone. 

rV.  Captain  Weisiger,  assistant  quartermaster,  has  contracts  with 
six  persons,  who,  he  sa^^,  were  detailed  by  Secretary  of  War.  Has 
two  employes,  both  liable  to  conscription. 

Y.  Captain  Putney  has  236  details,  many  of  them  irregular,  and 
forty-two  employes;  does  not  say  whether  they  are  of  conscript  age. 
Your  attention  is  necessary  in  this  ease. 

VI.  Captain  Morflt,  assistant  quartermaster,  "has  one  employ^  of 
conscript  age." 

VII.  Captain  Dugan,  assistant  quartermaster,  should  have  his 
office  at  the  hospitals.  His  station  is  not  in  the  city  and  he  is  not 
entitled  to  commutation.  Much  complaint  was  made  to  me  at  these 
hospitals  by  the  sick  of  being  unable  to  see  a  qnartermaster  without 
walking  into  the  city. 

VIII.  Captain  Kemper,  assistant  quartermaster.    Same  as  above. 

IX.  D.  ItEinkin,  quartermaster  agent.  By  whom  and  when  was  he 
appointed  ?   What  age  ?  Has  a  conscript  without  detail. 

X.  Captain  Boreey,  assistant  quartermaster.  The  details  and 
omploy^  should  be  examined  to  see  if  fit  for  duty. 

XI.  Maj.  George  F.  Maynard,  quartermaster.  The  large  list  of 
employes  and  details  require  scrutiny. 

XII.  Capt.  O.  F.  Weisiger,  assistant  quartermaster.  Details  and 
employ^  should  be  examined. 

XIII.  Maj.  J.  C.  Maynard,  quartermaster.  He  employs  over  fifty 
men,  as  shown  by  his  list — copy  inclosed — in  violation  of  ^w  as  above. 

XIV.  Major  Ambler,  assistant  quartermaster.  His  office  and 
employ^  require  attention  as  above. 

XV.  Major  Harvie,  assistant  quartermaster.  Attention  necrasary 
to  long  list  of  illegal  details. 
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XVI.  Captain  Claggett,  assist-ant  quartermaster,  not  being  on  any 
duty  in  the  city,  but  with  troops  on  the  lines,  should  be  qnartered 
and  have  his  office  with  them. 

XVII.  Captfl-in  Orgain,  assistant  quartermaster.  Details  and 
employes  do  not  appear  to  be  exempt. 

XVIII.  Captain  West,  assistant  qnartermaster,  one  of  the  paymas- 
ters Chimborazo  Hospital.  Lives  in  city.  Has  office  in  city.  He 
must  be  where  his  duties  are. 

XIX.  Major  Bentley,  assistant  quartermaster.  His  list  of  details 
and  employes  needs  attention. 

XX.  Major  Webb,  assistant  quartermaster,  one  of  the  paymaston 
at  hospitals,  should  be  with  his  duties.  Reports  one  detailed  soldier 
unfit  for  duty  November,  1863,  bntsays  nothing  of  his  condition  now. 

XXI.  Major  Ferguson,  assistant  quartermaster.  Details  ami 
employes  not  regular  or  according  to  law.    See  Colonel  Cone. 

XXII.  Major  Cary,  assistant  quartermaster.  Paymaster  of  troops 
in  hospitals.    Should  be  stationed  where  his  duties  are. 

XXIII.  Major  Parkhill,  assistant  quartermaster.  One  employ? 
irregular  and  illegal.  Others  not  properly  detailed.  These  diflferent 
quartermasters  whose  duties  are  connected  with  hospitals  should  all 
be  assigned  as  x>er  my  order  to  General  Ransom,  and  be  required  to 
reside  at  their  posts.  It  is  impossible  any  one  man  can  do  the  duty 
assigned  this  officer  at  all  the  hospitals,  and  the  consequence  is  neg- 
lect and  great  complaints. 

XXIV.  Captain  Warren,  assistant  quartermaster.  Details  irregu- 
lar and  illegal.    See  remarks  in  case  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cone. 

XXV.  Captain  Wood,  assistant  quartermaster.  Details,  <fec. ,  in  \io- 
lation  of  law,  and  require  prompt  attention.  See  case  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cone. 

XXVII.  Major  Johnston,  assistant  quartermaster,  has  one  able- 
bodied  conscript  employed  as  clerk  in  violation  of  law.  See  case  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Cone. 

XXX.  Captain  Morris,  assistant  quartermaster,  has  a  detailed  able- 
bodied  conscript  in  violation  of  law. 

XXXI.  Major  Archer,  assistant  quartermaster.  Details  and  em- 
ployes irregular  and  illegal.    See  case  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cone. 

XXXII.  Captain  Macmurdo,  same  as  above. 

The  condition  of  the  different  offices  of  assistant  quartermasters  m 
Richmond  requires  your  prompt  attention  under  the  ninth  section  of 
the  law  referred  to,  and  you  are  desired  to  act  as  the  law  requires  in 
every  case  of  infraction.  Arrest  the  guilty  parties  and  send  your 
charges  up,  that  a  court  may  be  ordered  for  their,  trial. 

A  proper  an'angement  and  reassignment  would  enable  the  depart- 
ment to  dispense  with  at  least  ten  of  these  officers. 

After  retaining  the  report  and  accompanying  papers  herewith  sent 
as  long  as  you  desire,  for  information,  please  return  them. 
Very  respectf tdly, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General. 

[InolMure  Vo.  2.) 

Quartbruaster-General's  Office, 

Sichmondj  September  26^  2S64. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  oortaia 
papers  referred  to  this  Bureau  by  Maj.  J.  C.  Mayiutfd,  qnaxtei^ 
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master,  on  duty  in  Richmond,  and  also  certain  papers  received  from 
liieutenant-Colonel  Cone  and  Oapt.  George  A.  Barksdale  bearing 
upon  the  same  gener^  subject. 

It  is  proper  to  state  at  onoe  that  the  "inspeotions"  on  which  these 
proceedings  against  the  officers  of  this  department  are  based  were 
undertaken  with  my  heai-ty  concurrence;  that  every  item  of  informa- 
tion sought  from  this  Bureau,  whether  regular  or  irregular  in  form, 
Tvas  promptly  furnished  to  facilitate  the  progress  of  inspection ;  that 
every  question  submitted  to  this  Bureau  by  officers  of  this  depart- 
ment (to  many  of  whom  the  visits  of  inspectors  were  entirely  new, 
and  therefore  their  rights  and  powers  unknown)  was  so  decided  as  to 
open  wide  the  doors  for  the  entrance  of  the  inspector,  and  to  furnish 
htm  with  every  species  of  information  necessary  for  a  complete  report. 

Up  to  that  point  the  interest  felt  by  this  Bureau  in  these  inspections 
was  fnlly  recognized  by  General  Bragg  and  his  inspectora.  The 
papers  inclosed  show  that  no  reciprocal  obligation  has  been  acknowl- 
edged to  furnish  this  Bureau  with  the  important  information  thus 
desired,  nor  to  claim  its  action  or  co-operation  in  correcting  any  abuses 
supposed  to  have  been  discovered  by  these  inspections.  But  other 
means  have  been  resorted  to  which  I  respectfully  submit  are  in  viola- 
tion of  Army  Regulations,  general  orders  of  the  War  Department, 
the  usages  of  the  service,  and  the  courtesies  which  prevail  in  such 
cases. 

First.  The  laws  and  Army  Regulations  require  a  disbursing  officer 
to  deposit  his  money,  **as  far  as  possible,"  in  one  of  the  depositories 
of  the  Treasury,  and  to  draw  ^ecks  in  f^vor  of  the  person  to  whom 
payment  is  to  be  made,  &c. 

The  inspector  reports  Captain  Barksdale  ^whose  office  is  within  a 
**stone*B  throw"  of  the  Treasury)  because  his  money  is  "kept  in  the 
Treasury  beyond  his  control,"  and  General  Bragg  quotes  this  com- 
plaint in  his  letter  to  Greneral  Gardner  in  connection  with  instruc- 
tions to  "arrest  the  guilty  parties,"  Ac. 

Second.  General  Oi-ders,  No.  15,  1863,  requires  that  *'where  occa- 
sions may  arise  in  military  commands  for  charges  against  a  disbursing 
officer  of  the  Army,  arrest  will  be  stayed  until  a  report  of  the  facta 
in  the  case  is  duly  made  to  the  War  Department  through  the  oflfice  of 
the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  and  the  officer  will  continue  to 
discharge  his  duties  until  the  Department  shall  take  proper  measures 
for  his  relief  from  duty."  General  Bragg  (in  alluding  to  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  quartermasters  in  Richmond)  instructs  General  Gardner 
to  "arrest  the  guilty  parties  and  send  your  charges  up,  that  a  court 
may  be  ordered  for  their  trial." 

Third.  General  Bragg  adopts  the  statement  of  the  inspector,  that 
the  officer  is  guilty  of  a  violation  of  law,  and  then  this  officer  is  called 
upon  by  General  Gai^ner  (who  furnishes  him  with  General  Bragg's 
statement)  to  send  up  the  necessary  testimony  to  go  before  the  court, 
which  is  to  be  ordered.  In  truth,  an  officer  holding  a  commission  in 
the  Army,  and  intrusted  by  his  Government  with  the  disbursement  of 
millions  of  money,  is  first  pronounced  guilty,  then  called  on  to  plead 
to  the  indictment,  and  at  the  same  time  ordered  to  furnish  any  miss- 
ing links  in  the  testimony  necessary  to  insure  his  conviction. 

Fourth.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  War  Department  to  place  all 
officers  of  the  general  staff  as  much  as  possible  under  the  control  and 
supervision  of  the  respective  chiefs  of  bureaus  to  which  they  are 
attoched,  especially  so  in  case  of  those  departments  having  control  of 
large  disburaements  and  extensive  workshops,  in  order  that  there  may 
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be  more  perfect  system  as  well  as  mutual  confidence  and  responsi- 
bility. This  is  shown,  not  only  by  the  constant  reference  to  these 
respective  chiefs  of  al)  matters  appertaining  to  their  subordinate 
oMcers,  but  by  a  number  of  general  orders  and  decisions  of  the  AVar 
Department  (several  of  which  are  herein  inclosed)  and  even  by  the 
messages  to  Congress  of  His  Excellency  the  President. 

General  Bragg  now  seeks  to  institute  the  most  summary  proceed- 
ings against  a  large  number  of  quartermasters  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment— such  proceedings  as  would  stop  suddenly  the  entire  operations 
of  this  important  branch  of  the  War  Department  in  the  midst  of  the 
most  pressing  demands  upon  it  that  war  has  ever  made,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  the  commandant  of  the  post,  and  without  even  a 
passing  notice  to  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  that  these  important  events 
are  about  to  transpire. 

Fifth.  General  Bragg  informs  the  commander  of  the  post  of  Rich- 
mond (within  the  limits  of  which  is  the  War  Department  and,  of 
course,  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office),  and  through  him  nearly 
every  quartermaster  in  Richmond,  that  "a  proper  arrangement  and 
reassignment  of  these  officers  would  enable  the  department  to  dis- 
pense with  at  least  ten  of  these  officers."  As  it  has  been  the  invari- 
able practice  of  the  War  Department  to  refer  to  this  Bureau  all 
proposals  to  assign  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  and 
this  statement  of  General  Bragg's  is  so  positive  and  specific,  I  respect- 
fully ask  that  he  be  invited  to  indicate  the  "ten"  officers  whose 
services  can  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  "proper  arrangement"  of  the 
duties  of  the  others  which  would  accomplish  this  object.  General 
statements  can  be  mrtde  witli  but  little  cost  or  trouble,  but  so  to  dis- 
tribute the  duties  of  officers  as  to  meet  every  emei^ncy  of  the 
service — to  secure  the  "right  man  in  the  right  place" — I  have  foand 
a  most  intricate  problem  to  solve. 

I  will  not  further  remark,  sir,  on  the  entire  absence  of  courtesy  to 
the  chief  of  this  Bureau  by  which  all  these  proceedings  are  character- 
ized, nor  invoke  the  interposition  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  my 
behalf,  content  to  believe  that  the  measure  of  courtesy  due  is  more 
capable  of  enforcement  by  good  taste  than  Army  Regulations.  But 
in  behalf  of  the  officers  of  this  department,  who  have  been  taught  by 
the  utterances  of  the  President  and  the  practices  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  look  to  the  chief  of  their  Bureau  for  instruction  as  to  their 
duties,  I  do  make  xny  appeal  to  a  common  superior,  and  ask  that  their 
duties  and  responsibilities  be  properly  defined  and  protected. '  It  is 
not  matter  of  form,  but  of  substance,  to  which  I  object.  I  respectfully 
submit: 

First.  That  the  quartermasters  called  upon  are  not  under  General 
Gardner's  orders,  and  therefore  General  Bragg  could  not  properly 
direct  General  Gardner  to  call  on  them  for  these  reports,  and  the 
relations  of  these  offieere  to  the  chief  of  this  Bureau  can  be  changed 
only  by  orders  from  the  Adjutant-General's  Office. 

Second.  That  if  the  Inspector's  report  was  of  any  value,  its  state- 
ments being  positive  as  to  violations  of  law,  and  the  officers  having 
already  furnished  him  with  all  the  facts,  there  was  as  much  presented 
in  that  report  upon  which  to  found  charges  as  these  officers  could 
furnish;  and  that,  waiving  the  question  of  General  Gardner's  right  to 
call  upon  fJiem,  it  is  simply  peraecution  and  waste  of  time  to  call 
again  and  again  for  these  statements. 

Third.  T^t  if  any  further  statements  from  these  officers  are  neces- 
sary to  insure  their  conviction  they  cannot  be  called  on  to  assist  the 
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prosecutor  in  making  out  his  case,  after  having  been  notified  that 
they  are  "guilty"  and.  must  be  tried  by  court-martial. 

Fourth.  That  the  manner  in  which  these  officers  are  approached  as 
to  the  alleged  illegality  discovered  by  the  inspector  is  not  calculated 
to  eltvate  the  morale  of  the  service.  Instead  of  being  properly 
confronted  with  the  charges  against  them  they  are  pursued  more 
lUce  culprits  already  condemned  to  punishment.  As  far  as  these 
officers  are  personally  £nown  to  me,  they  are  men  of  character  and 
good  repute,  now  in  the  discharge  of  important  trusts,  and  have  a 
right  to  be  sensitive  as  to  their  fidelity  and  honor-  I  express  no 
opinion  as  to  guilt  or  innocence  in  any  specific  case,  and  shall  be  glad 
to  see  the  trial  go  on  whenever  the  prosecutor  is  ready.  General 
Bragg  cannot  be  more  anxious  to  punish  the  guilty  nor  to  send  able- 
bodi^  men  to  the  Army  than  I  am,  but  I  resx>ectfully  insist  that  this 
sweeping  denunciation  in  advance  of  a  large  class  of  officers  does 
not  promote  efficiency  or  secure  correction. 

Fifth.  That  these  quartermasters  having  furnished  to  the  inspector 
complete  lists  of  their  employ^,  and  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  being 
now  engaged  in  registering  every  man  in  Richmond  (full  informa- 
tion having  been,  furnished  them  by  this  Bureau  toward  aiding  in 
their  work),  the  means  of  procuring  all  the  testimony  to  convict  * '  the 
guilty  parties"  are  ample  and  witiiin  reach,  without  compelling  any 
officer  to  "criminate  himself." 

In  conclusion  I  respectfully  protest  that  in  making  this  appeal  to 
the  Secretary  of  "War  I  seek  not  to  shield  any  guilty  man  from  punish-  • 
ment,  but  earnestly  invite  the  most  severe  scrutiny  into  the  character 
and  transactions  of  all  the  officers  of  the  department,  many  of  whom  ' 
are  doubtless  not  without  fault.    I  do  ask,  though,  that  the  princi- 
ples and  practice  of  the  War  Department  should  not  be  set  aside  as 
against  one  class  of  officers  and  common  right  violated  in  order  that 
reform  may  seem  to  move  forward  at  a  quicker  pace. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quariermacter-  General. 

[  IndorBemen  t.  ] 

Hbadquartbrs  Abiobs  of  thb  Confederate  States, 

October  11, 1864. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

It  appears  to  'me  that  the  Quartermaster-General  has  strangely 
misapprehended  ray  action  in  the  matter  of  which  ho  complains,  aud 
still  more  strangely  misconstrued  and  misapplied  the  law  and  regu- 
lations. By  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  February  17,  1864,  "it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  any  district  or  department  commander,  upon 
proof  by  the  oath  of  any  credible  person,  that  any  such  officer  has 
violated  this  provision,  immediately  to  relieve  such  officer  from  duty, 
and  said  commander  shall  take  prompt  measures  to  have  him  tried 
for  such  ofifense." 

By  General  Ordera,  No.  48,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's 
Office,  27th  of  May,  18U4,  paragraph  YIII,  this  duty  is  also  devolved 
on  post  commanders.  Upon  the  receipt  by  me  of  an  inspection  report 
made  by  an  officer  duly  ordered  and  authorized  to  make  investigation 
into  these  matters,  setting  forth  ceilain  violations  of  the  above- 
quoted  law,  the  whole  matter  was  referred  to  the  proper  commander; 
and  my  only  action  was  simply  to  call  his  attention  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  law,  the  neglect  of  which  forfeited  his  own  commission. 
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It  will  bo  obser\-ed  that  iny  instructions  to  him  refer  not  to  the 
Xwrties  reported,  but  to  the  "guilty  parties,"  thferebj*  indicating  that 
the  inHpection  report  sent  him.  was  not  his  guide,  but  for  his  '*infor^ 
mation." 

It  is  apparent  from  the  tenor  of  the  remarks  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General  that  he  misapprehends  to  some  extent  the  object  of  inspec- 
tions as  well  as  the  exact  military  relations  of  the  officers  of  liis 
department  stationed  in  and  about  Richmond.  As  the  chief  of  the 
Bureau  charged  with  the  financial  and  property  responsibility  of  his 
subordinates,  it  is  conceded  that  information  obtained  by  inspections 
should  be  furnished  him;  but  when  it  comes  to  the  military  respon- 
sibility of  these  officers  to  their  proper  superiors — as  in  the  case 
before  ns — I  cannot  concede  his  claim. 

The  error  arises  from  the  proximity  of  the  officers  to  the  chief  of  th* 
Bureau,  and  the  mixed  duties  (post  and  depot)  improperly  assigned 
them.  The  i>ost  quartermasters  in  Richmond  are  no  more  nnder  the 
control  of  the  Quartermastei'-General,  nor  less  nnder  the  control  ot 
the  post  commander,  than  are  the  same  class  of  officers  in  Mobile  or 
Galveston,  and  every  attempt  to  make  a  distinction  will  only  work 
confnsion  and  disorder  and  result  in  inefficiency  and  irresponsibility. 
A  copy  of  my  letter  to  General  Gardner  is  herewith  inclosed. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

Qeneral. 


CONFBDBRATB  STATES  OF  AmBRICA,  SUBSISTENCE  DEPT., 

Bichmondy  OM>er  13,  JS64. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War  Confederate  States  of  America : 
SxR:  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  tiiat  I  havp 
just  received  long  and  interesting  reports  from  Major  White  and 
Major  Munnerlyn  of  the  results  of  the  operations  of  the  Cattle  Bat- 
talion in  Florida.  These  papers,  though  well  worthy  of  your  perusal 
and  attention,  are  on  account  of  their  length  not  submitted  to  you. 
The  services  rendered  by  this  battalion  have  been  of  the  most  impor- 
tant character.  Operating  in  the  only  way  possibly  successful  in 
such  a  country,  but  partially  oi^anized  and  equipped,  it  has  guarded 
a  line  of  over  300  miles  in  length,  extending  from  the  neighborhood  of 
Lake  Okeechobee  to  the  upper  portion  of  Lafayette  County,  affording 
a  nucleus  for  the  militia  of  that  region.  It  has  checked  desertions 
and  restored  the  confidence  of  the  people.  As  an  illustration  of  the 
fact,  it  is  mentioned  that  citizens  who  had  deserted  their  homes  and 
property  from  fear  of  the  enemy  have  since  the  organization  of  fJbe 
battalion  brought  back  their  families.  While  doing  such  good  service 
as  soldiers,  these  men  have  been  equally  efficient  in  procuring  sub- 
sistence for  the  Army.  Operating  in  a  country  infested  with  traitors 
and  deserters,  extending  from  the  Gulf  to  the  Atlantic,  they  have 
brought  out  a  large  number  of  cattle  which  without  their  aid  could 
not  have  been  secured  at  all.  The  efficiency  of  this  battalion,  both  as 
a  guard  of  the  country  and  as  a  means  of  procuring  supplies,  depends 
entirely  upon  the  detailed  men  connected  with  it.  "Hiey — a  small 
number — have  been  selected  with  special  reference  to  their  fitness  for 
the  duties  to  be  performed,  and  around  them  as  a  nucleus  have  been 
rallied  a  number  of  men  whose  services  would  otherwise  be  lost  1^ 
the  Confederacy. 
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Take  away  these  detailetl  men  and  you  destroy  the  battalion,  vir- 
tually lose  possession  of  the  country,  and  certainly  all  the  cattle  in  it. 
It  is  with  confidence  claimed  that  nowhere  in  the  Confederacy  can 
the  services  of  these  few  detailed  men  be  half  so  valuable  as  in  the 
present  organization,  and  therefore  the  Secretary  is  earnestly  asked 
to  give  orders  that  they  shall  be  exempted  from  the  operations  of 
General  Orders,  No.  77. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTHRpP, 

Commissapf^  Oeneral. 

[tintt  iDdoramutmt.] 

October  14»  1864. 

Aiutttai^t-Gbneral  : 

The  special  service  requires  this  battalion.  Instruct  commander  of 
reserves  in  Florida  they  are  specially  excepted^from  Order  No.  77. 

J.  A.  S. 


Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Richmond,  October  13^  iS64. 

Re8i>ectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War.* 

Ck>pie8  in  full  of  Circulars  Nos.  26  and  29,  of  which  extracts  alone 
bave  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  His  Excellency,  are  inclosed,  j 

The  consideration  in  connection  with  them  of  Circular  No.  8  f  will 
remove  the  impression  that  Circular  No.  29  destroys  *Hhe  authority 
of  the  officer  charged  with  supervising  in  each  State  thef  enrollment 
and  assignment  of  recruits,"  and  consideration  of  the  reasons  which 
led  to  the  adoption  of  this  system  will,  it  is  thought,  go  far  toward 
modifying  the  opinion  expressed  "that  it  may  well  have  led  to  the 
abuses  so  often  represented  to  exist."  It  will  be  seen  that  judicial 
functions  respecting  details  are  exercised  by  the  Bureau  of  Conscrip- 
tion under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  whereas 
the  authorities  of  conscriptions  in  the  respective  States  are  employed 
to  furnish  the  information  on  which  intelligent  and  discriminative 
action  could  be  based,  and  to  separate  from  the  great  mass  of  appli- 
cations presented  such  only  as  will  probably  receive  favorable 
consideration. 

As  full  information  was  indispensable,  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the 
local  or  county  enrolling  officer  to  whom  applications  were  directed  . 
to  be  addressed  to  furnish  the  information,  and  to  that  officer  prop- 
erly should  have  been  assigned  the  power  to  decide  whether  the  appli- 
cation should  be  forwarded;  but  the  responsibility  was  considered 
above  the  capacity,  both  moral  and  intellectual,  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  persons  then  filling  such  positions.  Neither  was  it  included  in 
those  of  the  commandant,  because  the  delay  in  reaching  his  office 
would  have  been  too  great;  and  if  delay  was  not  provided  for  the  social 
and  industrial  oi^nization  of  the  country  would  have  been  wholly 
deranged — ^when  the  least  interference  would  have  caused  the  most 
serious  evils. 

A  medium  was  at  hand  in  the  person  of  the  Congressional  district 
enrolling  officer,  selected  from  those  disposable  because  of  their  qual- 
ifications, and  to  them  was  intrusted  the  power  to  decide  whether  the 

*  The  paper  bearing  this  indorsement  is  not  identified, 
f  See  July  8  and  Angost  9,  pp.  584,078. 
i  See  p.  217. 
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applicant  should  continue  at  his  work  until  action  could  be  taken  by 
tho  Secretary  of  War. 

To  guard  against  erroneous  action  the  right  of  appeal  was  given. 
For  many  reasons,  principally  because  of  the  necessity  created  by  the 
exhaustion  produced  by  the  war  of  discriminating  between  varioas 
necessities,  and  because  of  a  want  .of  confidence  in  the  capacity  of 
the  officers  making  the  decision,  a  proviso  was  added  that  in  case  of 
appeal  the  party  should  be  allowed  to  remain  at  his  work  until  final 
action.  The  practical  effect  was  that  appeals  were  taken  merely  to 
obtain  delay.  The  evil  was  a  serious  one,  and  by  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  Circular  No.  26  was  issued.  It  soon  became  evident 
that  in  guarding  against  delay  other  and  still  more  serious  evils  had 
been  created,  such  as  tho  shutting  up  of  manufactories,  stopping  mills, 
limiting  the  capacity  of  railroads  for  transportation,  &c.  As  these 
became  manifest  the  rigor  of  the  circular  was  modified  in  several 
instances  by  special  instructions,  and  at  length,  after  several  confer^ 
ences  with  we  acting  superintendent,  the  Sc^cretaiy  of  War  directed 
the  issue  of  Circular  No.  29,  which  reintroduced  the  old  system,  with 
the  exception  of  the  objectionable  proviso. 

As  the  extracts  referred  by  His  Excellency  purport  to  be  official 
copies  of  those  in  the  office  of  the  commandant  of  conscripts  for  Geor- 
gia, it  is  deemed  proper  to  state  that  the  general  system  as  above 
explained  was  not  in  operation  in  that  Stat©  until  the  reception  of 
Circular  No.  29,  and  to  give  the  reasons  therefor.  The  officer 
assigned  as  commandant  of  the  State  was  probably  misled  by  the 
third  paragraph  of  General  Orders,  No.  26. 

As  will  be  remembered,  a  more  elaborate  order  than  that  issued 
was  prepared,  but  it  was  considered  preferable  that  more  -minute 
instructions  should  be  issued  in  circular  form  from  the  Bureau  of 
Conscription,  which  was  accordingly  done.  The  ambiguity  is  removed 
in  paragraphs  XIII  and  XV,  CircuUr  No.  8. 

As  the  error  could  not  be  corrected  without  greatly  increasing  the 
already  lengthy  delay,  and  as  the  necessity  for  the  immediate  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  was  pressing,  it  was  deemed  prudent  for  a  while  not 
to  notice  it;  besides,  the  want  of  administrative  capacity  in  his  prede- 
cessors, and  of  the  individual  and  physical  poverty  of  the  material 
disposable  for  officers,  made  it  advisable  that  the  energetic  officer 
just  assigned  as  commandant  should  exercise  immediate  supervision 
until  some  degree  of  his  own  energy  could  be  infused  into  his  subor- 
dinates, and  they  become  instructed  as  to  their  other  duties. 

When  Circular  No.  20  was  issued  a  great  change  for  the  better  had 
become  manifest,  and  as  other  exception  was  unnecessary  the  system 
was  made  uniform. 

The  apparent  departure  from  respectfnl  form  in  issuing  a  revoca- 
tion of  a  circular  niade  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  a  circu- 
lar not  80  expressing  his  order,  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  it  was 
not  customary  to  use  that  form.  It  was  used  in  Circular  No.  36 
because  of  the  gravity  of  the  matter  and  because  it  changed  the 
previous  policy  of  the  Bureau. 

In  No.  29  it  was  omitted  entirely  unintentionally  simply  by  force 
of  the  custom 'indicated. 

The  acting  superintendent,  however,  felt  a  jwrfect  assurance  that 
Circular  No.  29  was  in  exact  accordance  with  the  Secretary's 
instructions. 

t^.  J.  S.  PRESTON, 

the  Conj.  Brigadier-Qeneral  and  Sv^periniendent 
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Ordnance  Office, 
Richmondi  Fa.,  October  JS,  1864, 


Hon.  JAHBS  A.  Sbddon, 


Secretary  of  War: 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  general  view  of  the 
operations  of  my  department  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  and 
of  its  present  condition  and  prospects.  I  refer  briefly  to  the  more 
important  branches  of  snpply: 

SmaSrarms. — ^The  chief  supply  has  been  from  importations,  which, 
since  the  loss  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  this  Bureau,  have  been  veiy 
light,  not  to  exceed,  say,  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  30,000  during 
the  year  Included  in  this  report.  The  number  manufactured  is  about 
20,000  instead  of  50,000  to  60,000,  as  I  anticipated.  This  reduced 
product  is  due  to  the  interference  of  military  operations,  both  of  the 
enemy  and  our  own.  Tlie  captures  have  been  about  45,000  and  the 
losses  about  30,000,  leaving  a  gain  of  15,000.  The  stock  of  arms  in 
the  arsenals  is  about  the  same  as  it  was  one  year  ago.  If  we  place 
the  diminution  of  our  military  force  at  50,000  men  (including  reserves, 
local  forces,  militia,  &c.),  the  aggregate  of  their  figures  (30,000 
improved+20,000  made+ 15,000  captured +50, 000  less  troops)  115,000 
will  represent  the  waste  of  arms  during  the  year.  About  20,000  are 
now  on  the  way  from  Europe  and  50,000  more  have  been  ordered  pur^ 
chased.  A  further  purchase  of  at  least  50,000  will  be  necessary  for 
the  coming  year  unless  the  operations  of  the  armories  can  be  placed 
on  a  permanent  footing  by  declaring  all  skilled  mechanics  engaged 
on  them  absolutely  exempt  from  military  duty,  attaching  them  per- 
manently to  the  Ordnance  Department,  and  encouraging  in  every 
vf»,y  the  growth  of  this  class  of  workmen.  I  cannot  lay  too  much 
stress  on  the  necessity  for  legislative  action  on  this  point  in  order  to 
give  assurance  to  the  workmen. 

Powder. — The  mechanical  means  of  the  Bureau  for  the  production 
are  ample  for  a  war  conducted  on  any  scale,  and  are  so  arranged  as 
to  be  almost  beyond  casualty.  The  supply  depends  alone  on  that  of 
salt^ter  and  snlphnr,  and  for  the  present  on  the  former.  While  we 
must  still  depend  on  importations  as  one  chief  source  of  supply  of 
niter,  it  will  be  indispensable  that  the,efEorts  of  the  Niter  and  Mining 
Bureau  be  sustained,  in  order  that  the  home  production  may  not  be 
lessened.  A  certain  force  of  white  and  black  labor  ought  to  be  per- 
manently assigned  to  this  duty  of  procuring  niter  and  sulphur  and 
the  other  operations  of  the  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau. 

Lead. — The  expenditure  of  small-arm  ammunition  has  been  very 
heavy  and  has  exhausted  all  our  efforts  to  accumulate  a  supply  of 
this  precious  material.  I  feel  more  uneasiness  on  this  point  than  on 
all  others.  The  requisitions  have,  however,  been  fully  met  through 
the  energy  of  the  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau  and  our  own  exertions  in 
gleaning  the  battle-flelds. 

Ariw^ry. — The  supply  of  field  artillery  has  been  adequate  to  the 
demand  and  the  quality  very  good.  The  quality  of  the  rifled  ammu- 
nition is  susceptible  of  improvement.  From  deficiency  in  the  supply 
of  copper  the  manufacture  of  bronze  field  pieces  is  suspended  and  an 
iron  gun  tightly  banded  substituted  for  the  13-pounder  Napoleon, 
which  gives  entire  satisfaction.  Harness  and  equipments  have  not 
been  deficient. 

Cavalry. — Good  cavalrj'  arms  are  much  needed.  Here  again  the 
removal  of  an  armory  (for  military  reasons)  and  the  want  of  work- 
men have  crippled  the  Bureau.    The  se^coast  defenses  have  been 
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supplied  with  a  large  number  of  10  and  8  inch  oolmnbiada  and  some 
heavy  rifled  and  b^ded  guns.  The  want  of  transportation  for,  iron 
and  coal  from  Selma  to  Macon  has  paralyzed  the  operationa  of  the 
foundry  for  heavy  guns  established  at  Maoon. 

I  regret,  too,  that  military  operations  about  Richmond  have  pro- 
vented  them  from  the  casting  of  12-inch  guns,  the  preparations  for 
which  are  now  completed.  A  few  guns  of  this  caliber  at  Wilmington 
would  have  been  of  inestimable  advantage  in  defense  against  monitors. 

MechanicSy  miners,  artisans,  <&c. — Wliile  the  Army  have  been  well 
supplied  during  the  past  year,  thei-e  are  causes  operating  which  will 
render  future  results  leas  satisfactory.  The  chief  of  these  is  the 
diminution  of  skilled  workmen.  Without  statistics  I  can  only  assure 
yon  that  the  number  and  quality  of  workmen  have  greatly  fallen  off 
since  the  middle  of  the  year  1863.  While  two  years  ago  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  get  machinery,  we  have  now  a  surplus  and  cannot  get  workmen 
to  run  It.  This  opens  a  most  melancholy  prospect  and  indioatra  an 
evil  that  cannot  too  soon  be  corrected.  WhUe  we  are  importing 
workmen  by  twos  they  are  leaving  us  by  the  hundred.  I  formerly 
reported  to  you  that  from  Christmas,  1863,  to  May,  1864,  fifty-five 
men  left  our  (Government)  workshops  in  Richmond.  This  may  give 
a  glimpse  of  the  exodus.  Nor  is  it  that  this  class  of  men  is  disaf- 
fected or  unpatriotic  that  they  leave  the  country.  When  called  on 
they  have  fought  and  fought  well.  Out  of  one  battalion  of,  say,  200 
workmen  from  the  armory  here  4  were  killed  or  died  of  their  wounds 
and  some  8  or  10  wounded  in  a  skirmish.  But  workmen  will  not  fight 
and  work  both.  This  must  be  accepted  as  settled  in  their  minds. 
I  trust  the  policy  of  the  War  Department  may  be  modified  toward 
these  men  for  the  sake  of  results  as  to  home  production,  and  that  1^- 
islative  action  will  secure  to  these  men  exemption  from  militfiry  serv- 
joe  while  in  the  employ  of  the  Government.  I  have  heretofore  urged 
that  this  Bureau  and  the  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau  should  have  a 
definite  number  of  mechanics,  minere,  and  other  skilled  labor  assigned 
to  them,  and  that  the  usual  bi-monthly  returns  be  rendered  by  those 
bureaus  for  them,  thus  placing  such  force  exclusively  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  chiefs  of  those  bureaus.  Considering  the  vital  nature  of 
the  operations  confided  to  these  two  bureaus,  I  sa^in  urge  this  propo- 
sition. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


GSNBBAL  ORDBBS,  )         ADJT.  AND  INSP.  GENEBAL*S  OfBICE, 


I.  Generals  commanding  reserves  in  the  several  States  will  with- 
out delay  select  and  send  officers,  one  to  each  Congressional  district, 
empowered  to  summons  and,  after  inspection,  forward  to  the  camps 
of  instruction  all  i>ersons  holding  certificates  of  permanent  disability 
and  such  persons  assigned  to  light  duty  as  in  his  judgment  appear 
likely  to  be  adjudged  qualified  for  active  service.  All  such  as  may, 
upon  examination,  be  pronounced  by  select  medical  boards  so  quali- 
fied will  be  assigned  to  duty  in  the  field. 

The  inspectors  of  conscription  may  be  charged  with  this  additional 
duty  in  the  absence  of  other  suitable  officers. 

II.  Par^raph  I,  General  Orders,  No.  77,  current  series,  is  amended 
by  the  insertion  of  "in  the  service  of  the  Government"  between  the 
'vords  "employed"  and  " as  artisans,"  Ac. 


J.  GORGAS, 

Chief  of  Ordnance. 
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HI.  The  details  of  such  men,  called  out  by  General  Orders,  Ko.  77, 
current  series,  as  are  found  by  the  proper  medical  boards  to  be  unfit 
for  field  service  may  be  revived,  and  similar  details  may  be  granted 
to  light-duty  men  not  heretofore  detailed,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
generals  of  reserves. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
AdjiUard  and  Inspector  Oenercd. 


CJONFKDERATE  StATBS  OF  AmBRICA,  WaB  DEPARTMENT, 

Bichmondt  Fa.,  October  2864. 

General  R.  Taylor, 

Selma,  Ala.: 

Law  does  not  allow  trade  in  cotton  with  enemy  by  States  any  more 
than  by  individuals.  Military  are  not  required  to  enforce  this  law, 
but  when  military  regulations  require  permits  for  cotton  States  can- 
not be  excepted. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Governors  of  the  States  of  Virginia,  North  Car- 
olina, South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  held  in 
Augusta,  Ga.,  on  SJonday,  the  17th  day  of  October,  1864,  Governor 
WiUiam  Smith  presiding,  after  a  full,  free,  and  harmonious  consulta- 
tion and  interchange  of  counsel,  the  following  among  other  views 
were  expressed:  * 

Besolved,  That  there  is  nothing  in  the  present  aspect  of  public 
affairs  to  cause  any  abatement  in  our  zeal  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  to  the  accomplishment  of  a  peace  based  on  the  independence  of 
the  Confederate  States ;  and  to  give  encouragement  to  our  brave  sol- 
diers in  the  field  and  to  strengthen  the  Confederate  authorities  in  the 
pursuit  of  this  end  we  will  use  our  best  exertions  to  increase  the 
effective  force  of  our  armies. 

Resolvedy  That  the  interests  of  each  of  our  States  are  identical  in 
the  present  struggle  for  self-government,  and  wisdom  and  true  patriot- 
ism dictate  that  the  military  force  of  each  should  aid  the  others  against 
invasion  and  subjugation,  and  for  this  purpose  we  will  recommend  to 
our  several  Legislatures  to  repeal  all  such  laws  as  prohibit  the  Exec- 
utives from  sending  their  forces  beyond  their  respective  limits,  in 
order  that  they  may  render  temporary  service  wherever  most  urgently 
required. 

Reaol/oed^  That,  whilst  it  is  our  purpose  to  use  every  exertion  to 
increase  the  strength  and  efficiency  of  our  State  and  Confederate 
forces,  we  respectfully  and  earnestly  request  that  the  Confederate 
authorities  will  send  to  the  field  every  able-bodied  man,  without 
exception,  in  any  of  its  various  departments  whose  places  can  be  filled 
by  either  disabled  officers  and  soldiers,  senior  reserves,  or  negroes, 
and  dispense  with  the  use  of  all  provost  and  post  guard  except  in 
important  cities  or  localities  where  the  presence  of  large  bodies  of 
troops  make  them  necessary,  and  with  all  passport  agents  upon  rail- 
roads not  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  armies,  as  we  consider  these 
agents  am  unnecessary  annoyance  to  good  citizens  and  of  no  fiossible 
benefit  to  the  country. 
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Mesolvedy  That  we  recommend  our  respective  Legislatures  to  pass 
stringent  laws  for  the  arrest  and  return  to  their  commands  of  all 
deserters  and  stragglers  from  the  Confederate  armies  or  State  troo{», 
and  that  it  be  made  the  special  duty,  under  appropriate  penalties,  of 
all  civil  and  military  officers  to  arrest  and  deliver  to  the  proper  author- 
ities all  such  delinquenta. 

And  whereas,  the  public  enemy,  having  proclaimed  the  freedom  of 
our  slaves,  are  forcing  into  their  armies  the  able-bodied  portion  thereof, 
the  more  effectually  to  wage  their  cruel  and  bloody  war  against  us: 
Therefore  be  it 

Besolvedj  That  it  Is  the  true  policy  and  obvious  duty  of  all  slave- 
owners timely  to  remove  their  slaves  from  the  line  of  the  enemy's 
approach,  and  especially  those  able  to  bear  arms,  and  when  they  shall 
fail  to  do  so  that  it  should  be  made  the  duty  of  the  proper  anthorittes 
to  enforce  the  performance  of  this  duty  and  to  give  to  such  owners  all 
necessary  assistance  as  far  as  practicable. 

Resolved,  That  the  course  of  the  enemy  in  appropriating  our  slaves 
who  happen  to  fall  into  their  hands  to  purposes  of  war  seems  to  jus- 
tify a  change  of  policy  on  our  part,  and  whilst  owners  of  slaves  under 
the  circumstances  should  freely  yield  them  to  their  countrj',  we  reeom- 
meud  to  our  authorities,  under  proper  regulations,  to  appropriate  such 
part  of  them  to  the  public  service  as  may  be  required. 
I  Reaolvedy  That  the  States  have  the  r^ht  to  export  such  productions 
and  to  import  such  supplies  as  may  be  necessary  for  State  ttse  or  for 
the  comfort  or  support  of  their  troops  in  service,  upon  any  vessels 
owned  or  chartered  by  them,  and  that  we  request  Congress  at  its  next 
session  to  pass  laws  removing  all  restrictions  which  have  been  impose^i 
by  Confederate  authorities  upon  such  exports  and  imports  by  the 
States.  ^  • 

And  lastly,  we  deem  it  not  inappropriate  to  declare  our  firm  and 
unalterable  purpose,  as  we  believe  it  to  be  that  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
to  maintain  our  right  of  self-government,  to  establish  our  independ- 
ence, and  to  uphold  the  rights  and  sovereignty  of  the  States  or  to 
perish  in  the  attempt. 

Besolved,  That  the  chairman  be  requested  to  send  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  to  His  Excellency  President  Davis,  one  each  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
to  be  laid  before  the  respective  bodies,  and  one  to  the  Governor  of 
each  State  in  the  Confederacy. 


I  much  regret  the  necessity  which  prevented  me  from  going  as  far 
as  our  State,  and  deprived  me  of  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.  The 
spirit  manifested  in  Mississippi  has  been  a  source  of  comfort  and  pride 
to  me.  Energy  and  united  effort,  added  to  the  patriotic  zeal  so  gen- 
erally prevalent,  give  the  best  assurance  of  an  early  peace.  I  hope 
your  convention  will  give  additional  power  to  the  public  defense  and 
unanimity  among  the  governments  of  the  Stat^  on  all  matters  of 
military  policy. 


BiCHHOND,  Va.,  October  17 ^  IS64. 


Governor  Chablbs  Clabk, 


Augusta,  Qa.: 


JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
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Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Richmond,  October  18,  1864, 

Hia  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States  : 
SiB:  This  moming  you  verbally  informed  me  that  it  was  not  yonr 
parpoBe,  in  dictating  General  Orders,  Ko.  73,  and  the  subsequent  gen- 
eral orders  relating  to  the  same  matter,  to  charge  the  generals  com- 
manding reserves  with  the  control  and  administration  of  conscription 
further  than  that  they  should  exercise  a  vigilant  supervision  over  the 
local  officers  in  the  performance  of  their  duties ;  that  such  local  officers, 
except  the  commandants  of  camps  of  instruction,  should  ha  furnished 
by  them,  and  that  they  should  also  furnish  such  forces  of  the  reserves 
as  from  time  to  time  on  occasion  they  might  deem  necessary  to  aid  in 
the  service  of  conscription  and  the  arrest  of  deserters,  Ac,  and  that 
they  should  report  all  matters  concerning  these  functions  through  the 
Bureau  of  Conscription.  I  further  understood  you  to  say  that  the 
investigation,  of  all  matter  within  the  sphere  of  conscription  service 
was  to  be  made  by  the  enrolling  officers  and  forwarded  to  the  Bureau 
as  heretofore  or  through  the  generals  of  reserves  for  its  decision  under 
the  instmctions  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  that  the  generals  of 
reserves  were  not  charged  with  the  decision  of  any  matter  of  con- 
scription. This  I  understood  embraced  your  purpose  of  the  con- 
nection of  the  generals  of  reserves  with  the  administration  of  con- 
scription, and  you  remarked  in  connection  with  it  that  you  hatl  not 
selected  those  officers  with  the  view  of  charging  them  with  such 
duties.  Practically,  in  several  of  the  States,  especially  in  Virginia, 
these  orders  are  construed  as  transferring  from  this  Bureau  and  the 
enrolling  officers  and  placing  in  the  hands  of  the  generals  command- 
ing the  reserves  the  whole  matter  of  investigating  and  deciding  all 
cases  of  conscription  coming  under  the  act  of  Congress  and  general 
orders.  Knowing  this  to  be  at  variance  with  your  purposes,  I  venture 
most  respectfully  to  recommend  that  you  order  instructions  to  bo 
given  in  the  proper  quarters  concerning  the  matter.  I  have  the  honor 
to  inclose  the  series  of  general  orders*  the  supposition  and  application 
of  which  has  led  to  the  erroneous  construction  of  your  purposes.  I 
inclose  also  certain  general  orders*  of  the  genei-al  commanding  the 
reserves  in  Virginia  indicating  the  assumption  of  the  entire  control  of 
conscription  under  the  general  orders  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yourobedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General  and  Superiniendeni. 


Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Bichmond,  October  18,  I864. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sib;  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  note  I  have  this  day 
addressed  to  His  Excellency  the  President,  f  It  is  proper  for  me  to  state 
the  views  of  the  President,  as  related  in  that  note,  were  not  expressed 
by  my  seeking,  but  were  given  incidentally  at  an  interview  sought  by 
me  for  conference  on  other  matters.    It  is  also  proper  to  state  that  I 

*Not  foand  as  inclomres  and  not  otherwise  identifled.       f  See  next,  ante. 
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was  aware  of  these  views  of  the  President  when  Oeneral  Orders,  No. 
73,  were  issued,  but  on  my  return  to  Richmond  after  an  absence  of 
ten  days,  just  subsequent  to  the  issuing  of  those  orders,  I  found  a  dif- 
ferent construction  placed  ujran  them.  Supposing  I  might  be  in  error, 
I  have  cautiously  refrained  from  any  reference  to  the  matter  until  the 
President  himself  should  mention  it.  He  having  this  day  expressed 
these  purposes  in  the  presence  of  General  Cooper,  summoned  specially 
to  hear  them,  I  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  make  the  recommendation 
contained  in  my  note. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier- Oeneral  and  Superiniendent 


Bureau  of  Subsistencb, 
Richmond,  October  18, 

Col.  L.  B.  Northrop, 

Commissary-Chneral : 

Colonel:  On  the  28th  of  September  Maj.  S.  B.  French,  then  st 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  on  a  tour  of  duty,  wrote  you  a  fetter  in  reference 
to  the  contract  of  Messrs.  Power,  Low  &  Co.  That  contract  was  to 
have  expired,  and  I  presume  did  expire,  by  limitation  on  the  2d  day 
of  this  month,  and  the  purpose  of  that  letter  was  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  importance  of  making  some  arrangement  by  which  the 
time  of  delivery  of  supplies  under  it  could  be  so  extended  as  to  give 
your  department  the  benefit  of  their  services,  at  least  until  we  could 
otherwise  provide  against  the  scarcity  that  now  threatens  the  Army. 

Ascertaining  that  Major  French  was  to  return  in  a  short  time  aft*r 
you  referred  that  letter  to  me  for  report,  and  also  that  Major  Reid, 
who  has  been  specially  charged  with  the  superintendence  of  the  deliv- 
ery of  commissary  supplies  at  Wilmington,  would  be  here  shortly 
hereafter,  I  preferred  waiting  until  by  conference  with  them  I  could 
put  yon  in  complete  possession  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  which  I  now 
proceed  to  do. 

First.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  letter  and  accompanying  memorandum 
of  Maj.  S.  B.  French,  of  this  date,  addressed  to  yourself  (see  paper  A*), 
that,  with  the  whole  Confederacy  completely  exhausted  of  supplies, 
we  have  only  meat  rations  for  300,000  men  for  twenty-five  days.  As  we 
feed,  by  rough  estimate,  not  less  than  that  number,  including  prison- 
ers, and  we  cannot  expeet  to  commence  on  the  new  hog  crop  before 
the  1st  of  January,  tho  condition  of  the  commissariat  is  well  described 
by  Major  French  as  "alarming."  Our  supply  must  come  from  abroad 
if  it  be  got  at  all ;  whereas  at  the  islands  Messrs.  Crenshaw  have  large 
accumulations;  as  Power,  Low  A  Co.  have  also  a  considerable  amount 
awaiting  shipment. 

Second.  But  for  this  purpose  these  two  lines  are  oixr  only  resonroe, 
as  will  appear  from  the  letter  and  report  of  Major  Reid,  commissaiy 
of  subsistence,  of  October  16,  addressed  to  me  (see  paper  B*).  The 
report  shows  that  for  the  moon  running  from  August  19  to  Septem- 
ber 10  only  five  vessels  out  of  seventeen  brought  in  anji.hing  for 
the  Subsistence  Department,  and  of  these  five  three  were  the  vesseU 
of  Messrs.  Power,  Low  A  Co.  I  invite  your  particular  atteQtion  10 
the  list  of  vesselis  which  this  report  contains. 

*  Kot  fonad. 
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In  urging  upon  yon,  in  view  of  all  the  above  facts,  to  have  the  con- 
tract of  this  firm  extended  if  you  can  do  so,  I  do  not  think  it  necess^y 
to  attempt  to  meet  the  arguments  which  are  used  to  establish  the 
policy  of  blockade-running  under  the  regulations  of  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments.  The  system  may  be  a  good  one  and  may  not 
have  had  time  to  get  into  operation,  or  it  may  be  bad ;  but  it  has  failed 
altf^ther  hitherto  to  supply  the  subsistence  departments,  for  Major 
Reid  reports  the  same  state  of  things  to  have  existed  in  previous  moons 
as  in  that  in  which  he  reports.  The  reason  is  obvious.  The  second 
section  of  the  regulations  to  carry  into  effect  the  act  to  impose  reg- 
ulations upon  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  Confederate  Stat^ 
"  requires  vessels  to  return  with  acargo  consisting  one-half  of  articles 
not  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  the  Confederacy  and  the  other  half  of 
such  articles  as  the  Government  shall  offer  for  shipment  from  such 
port  at  the  rate  of  freight,"  Ac. 

Meat  is  a  bulky  article  and  will  not  pay,  and  hence  blockade-run- 
ners will  not  bring  it.  The  result  is  that  the  trade  regulations  so 
far  have  failed  to  bring  subsistence,  and  if  insist'Od  on  as  the  exclu- 
sive policy  of  the  Government  wUl  effectually  kill  all  imx>ortations 
of  that  character. 

Nor  can  Messrs.  Power,  Low  &  Co.  be  expected  to  sail  their  ves- 
sels at  present  tinder  those  "regulations."  The  parties  that  now  run 
under  them  need  risk  nothing  but  their  keels,  and  cannot,  in  any 
event,  risk  more  than  half  their  cargo,  and  then  in  goods  that  will 
repay  the  risk.  But  Power,  Low  &  Co.  have  bought  their  goods 
(which  are  of  a  different  character  from  private  cargoes),  and  take 
the  whole  risk  of  delivery  and  also  of  inspection. 

Third.  I  have  had  a  eonversatiou  with  Mr.  Low  and  he  assures  me, 
as  I  have  before  stated,  that  he  has  a  large  amount  of  stores  at  the 
islands  awaiting  shipment.  These,  with  Messrs.  Crenshaw's,  are  all 
that  this  department  is  advised  of.  The  equity  that  he  makes  out 
for  his  concern  is  that  they  have  those  goods;  that  they  did  not 
expect  a  discontinuance  of  the  contracts  so  soon,  and  think  rather 
they  had  cause  to  expect  a  continuance  of  it  as  the  condition  of  a 
bona  fide  and  patriotic  fulfillment;  that  there  has  been  delay  in  build- 
ing vessels  which  they  could  not  prevent;  that  the  quarantine  at 
Wilmington  has  operated  another  delay,  which  has  been  still  further 
extended  by  the  increased  strictness  of  the  blockade.  But  whether 
they  have  an  equity  or  not,  and  whether  the  regulations  for  running 
the  blockade  are  XK>litic  or  not  in  the  long  run,  it  is  certain  that  you 
may  get  meat  by  extending  the  contract,  and  certain  that  you  can 
get  none  by  regulations  at  present. 

A  letter  from  Power,  Low  A;  Co.,  addressed  to  me,  dated  October  17, 
says: 

As  the  Snbaistence  Department  is  greatly  in  want  of  auppHes,  and  as  an 
inducement  for  a  renewal  or  extension  of  said  contract,  therefore  we  propose  to 
place  onr  ^ps  Will-o'-the-Wisp,  Night  Hawk,  and  two  others  expected  at  the> 
islands  shortly  under  the  control  of  said  department,  to  brinff  in  on  each  vessel 
from  one-third  to  one-half  -vratght  capacity,  so  that  a  sapi^  of  stores  can  be 
safely  and  surely  relied  upon. 

In  this  exigency,  and  with  that  pledge,  I  respectfully  report  to  you 
that  I  consider  the  extension  of  their  contract  as  an  absolute  neces- 
sity of  the  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv^t, 

FRANK  G.  RTTFPIN, 
lAeulerumt-Colonel  and  Commissary  of  SubsisUnce, 
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EEeadquartebs  Resebvb  Forces,  Mississipi^, 

ErUerprise,  October  J9,  IS64. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjuiant  ana  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Fa.: 

General:  I  addressed  a  communication  to  His  Excellency  Gov- 
ernor Charles  Clark  on  the  19th  of  September  ultimo  in  regard  to 
his  Greneral  Orders,  No.  89,  calling  into  the  State  service  for  six  montlis 
volnnteers  from  the  reserve  classes  and  men  of  military  age  (viz, 
from  eighteen  to  forty-five),  and  received  for  answer  his  communica- 
tion dated  20th  of  Septemmr,  which  I  telegraphed  to  the  Department 
on  the  2d  of  October,  to  which  I  hare  as  yet  received  no  reply.  I  have 
the  honor  now  to  inclose  for  your  information  of  my  actions  in  the 
premises  both  my  note  to  the  Governor  and  his  reply.*  This  action 
of  the  Governor  has  virtually  arrested  the  volunteer  enrollment  of 
the  reserves  and  the  conscription  of  the  men  of  the  military 
All  are  rushing  into  the  State  organization,  greatly  to  the  detriment 
of  the  service.  It  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  unofficially,  that  the 
Grovemor  alleges  that  he  has  an  understanding  with  the  War  Depart- 
ment on  the  subject,  and  his  action  is  sanctioned.  Lieutenant- 
General  Taylor  stated  to  me  that  in  an  interview  with  Governor 
Clark  he  said  to  the  Governor  that  it  was  a  matter  of  no  consequence 
who  got  these  forces  out  so  that  they  were  placed  under  the  command 
of  the  departmental  commander.  In  consequence  of  this  remark  of 
the  lieutenant-general,  I  have  not  interposed  further  in  opposition  to 
the  Ck)vemor*s  proceedings,  although  I  dissent  from  the  generaVs 
views;  for  this  organization  will  be  a  very  weak  one,  composed  of 
men  who  have  been  skulking  from  the  service  nnder  the  State  laws. 
Amenable  to  their  own  courts-martial,  composed  of  the  same  claas  of 
men,  their  decisions  accord  with  the  general  feeling  of  the  men  and 
officers.  No  punishment  inflicted  and  no  discipline  and  order  kept  np, 
the  men  going  and  coming  when  they  please,  I  fancy  the  organization 
will  be  but  little  better  than  an  armed  mob.  As  they  are  not  ame- 
nable to  the  Confederate  courts-martial,  the  generals  cannot  enforee 
discipline  or  order,  and  disaster  and  disgrace  will  result  when  they 
are  brought  into  the  field.  These  observations  I  most  respectfully 
submit  and  ask  your  Instructions. 

I  have  the  honor,  general,  to  be,  with  great  regard,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  L.  BRANDOiT. 

[Pint  lndoraem«Dt.| 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Novemi^beT  7,  186^, 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
AssisUbnt  Adjuiati^Qeneral. 

[Saoond  Indonmneni.] 

November  11,  1864. 

Assist akt  Secretary: 

Will  you  prepare  an  appropriate  letter  e::q)laining  the  laws  and  the 
obligations  of  the  Department  under  it  in  relation  to  these  militia? 

J.  A.  SEDDON. 

'IncloBqres  not  found,  but  see  Brandon  to  Cooper,  October  3*  p.  710. 
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Gknkral  Obdbbs,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  GsNEBAii's  Office, 

No.  82.         f  Riclvnumdy  October  SO,  I864. 

L  The  Chief  of  the  Bnrean  of  Ordnaiu^  will,  witiiont  delay,  take 
measnree  to  place  in  the  field  one-fifth  of  all  the  men  employed  in  his 
department  (inclnding  contractors  and  tlieir  employ^)  of  the  classes 
specified  in  Genenil  Orders,  No.  77,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General*s 
Office,  current  series.    To  this  end  he  will  direct  the  several  officers 
in  charge  of  araenals,  workshops,  depots,  Ac,  to  turn  over  to  the 
nearest  enrolling  officer,  by  list,  showing  their  ages,  occupation,  and 
residence,  such  proportion  of  their  employes  (including  contractors 
I  and  employes  under  them)  of  the  class  above  referred  to  as  will  con- 
,  stitute  in  the  aggregate  one-fifth  of  the  whole  number  in  the  said 
i  classes,  according  to  returns  in  his  office  of  September  30, 1864. 
Duplicates  of  sn^  list  will  be  sent  to  the  general  of  reserves  of  the 
States,  and  triplicates  to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance.   Three  days  are 
allowed  for  the  execution  of  this  order  after  its  reception  at  any  post 
or  station  of  the  Ordnance  Department. 
■      n.  The  chief  of  the  Nitor  and  Mining  Bureau  will  turn  over  in 
like  manner,  on  similar  lists,  one-fifth  of  all  men  of  the  classes  specl- 
I  fied  in  Greneral  Orders,  No.  77,  employed  in  iron,  lead,  copper,  and 
1  coal  mining,  and  in  all  service  appertaining  thereto,  whether  under 
officers  of  his  Bureau  or  by  contractors.    Duplicate  and  triplicate 
lists  to  be  furnished  as  above  directed  in  the  Ordnance  Bureau,  and 
I  win  in  lik6  manner  turn  over  one-fifth  of  all  such  men  as  are  employed 
1  in  the  niter  service.    The  period  of  three  days,  under  the  same  condi- 
;  tions  as  above  mentioned,  are  allowed  for  the  execution  of  this  order, 
m.  The  list  of  persons  directed  in  the  foregoing  sections  to  be 
tamed  over  to  the  enrolling  officer  will  be  prepared  at  once  on  the 
reception  of  this  order,  and  wiU  be  furnished  to  the  said  officers  within 
three  days,  as  above  prescribed,  by  the  various  officers  of  each  of  the 
above  bureaus  having  men  under  their  charge,  and  every  assistance 
will  be  rendered  by  the  latter  to  the  enrolling  officers*  to  carry  out  the 
intention  of  this  order. 

rV.  So  much  of  Greneral  Orders,  No.  77,  as  relates  to  men  employed 
in  the  two  bureans  named  above  is  hereby  suspended,  and  the  fore- 
'  going  order  will  stand  in  lieu  of  all  requirements  under  the  former. 
By  order: 

S.  COOPEE, 

I  A^viani  and  Inspector  Oenertd. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Biehinumd,  Va.,  October  SO,  I864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  R.  LawtoN, 

Quartermaster'  General  : 

General  :  I  find  that  some  inconvenience  results  from  the  competi- 
tion of  the  several  bureaus  of  this  Department  in  the  purchase  of 
Federal  currency,  and  in  consequence  1  desire  that  all  such  purchases 
be  nuide  through  one  agent.  1  am  informed  that  Captain  Morfit, 
asfldstant  quartermastw,  from  his  position  is  required  to  buy  a  lai^ 
amount  of  that  currency,  and  to  avoid  the  evils  resulting  from  com- 
petitiou  it  is  deemed  judidoos  that  all  the  bureaus  shall  employ  him 
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as  their  agent  in  procaring  the  Federal  corrency  necessary  to  their 
operations.* 

Yeiy  respectfully, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDOir, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(Same  to  Surg.  Gen.  S.  P. -Moore;  Col.  J.  Gorgas,  Chief  of  Ord- 
nance; Robert  Onld,  esq.,  Agent  of  Exchange;  Maj.  G^n.  J.  F.  Gilmer, 
chief  Engineer  Bureau;  Col.  I.  M.  St.  John,  chief  Niter  and  M^i"'"g 
Bureau;  Col.  L.  B.  Northrop,  Commissary-General.) 


BxTRBAU  OP  Conscription, 

Richmond,  October  BO,  2864, 

Hon.  Jahbs  a.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  inclosed  paper  for  your 
inspection,  and  to  ask  its  return. f  General  Orders,  No.  73,  were 
issued  on  the  22d  of  September.  This  is  the  first  and  with  one  excep- 
tion the  only  paper  received  at  this  Bureau  from  the  conscription 
service  in  Virginia  since  tliat  date.  From  this  fact  and  from  the  pur- 
port of  the  indorsement  of  General  Kemper  I  infer  that  that  officer 
regards  the  matter  of  conscription  in  Yii^inia  as  removed  from  the 
control  of  this  Bureau.  R^arding  this  Bureau  as  a  part  of  the  Wai 
Office  designated  by  yon  for  supervision,  directing  and  controlling 
the  matter  of  conscription  in  Virginia,  as  elsewhere,  and  findii^  that 
the  general  commanding  reserve  forces  of  Vii^nia  apparently  takes 
a  different  view,  I  beg,  respectfully,  to  ask  your  instruction. 

First.  Are  the  operations  of  conscription  for  the  State  of  Virginia 
to  be  continued  under  the  supervision,  direction,  and  control  of  th€ 
Bureau?   If  so,  to  what  extent? 

Second.  Is  the  commandant  of  conscripta  for  Vir^nia  (now  Colonel 
Shields)  and  other  enrolling  officers  to  be  held  at  the  disposition  oi 
and  their  duties  dictated  by  the  general  commanding  reserves  or 
this  Bureau? 

Third.  Are  the  cases  of  conscription  and  the  matter  heretofore  con- 
sidered and  acted  on  by  this  Bureau  to  be  continued  to  be  so  acted 
on,  or  is  the  whole  policy  and  execution  of  conscription  to  be  admiii' 
istered  by  the  general  commanding  the  reserves  in  Virginia,  reserving 
this  Bureau  as  the  clerical  channel  betveen  that  officer  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  War? 

As  an  accurate  understanding  on  these  points  is  rendered  necessary 

to  the  public  service  by  the  failure  to  receive  returns  concerning  th< 
progress  and  manner  of  conscription  in  Virginia,  I  most  respectfully 
ask  your  early  instruction  on  the  points  submitted, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  and  Superintendent., 


Selua,  October  SO,  1864. 

Lieut.  G^en.  R.  Taylor, 

Comdg.  Dept.  .AJaharna,  Mississippi,  and  East  Louisiana  : 
GbnbraIj:  I  have  read  the  letter  of  the  president  of  Alabama  anc 
Tennessee  Rivers  Railroad  and  the  indorsement  thereon  of  Genera 

*  See  also  Special  Orders,  No.  251,  paragraph  IX,  Adjutant  and  Inopectar  Qem 
eral's  OfOce.  October  22, 1804,  Series  I,  Vol.  XLU,  Part  IH,  p.  1158. 
tinclosare  not  fomid  and  not  otherwise  identified. 
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Beauregard,  directing  tho  extension  of  that  road  from  Blue  Mountain 
to  JackBonville.  The  only  sources  from  which  iron  can  be  obtained  for  i 
this  purpose  are  the  Gainesville  branch,  the  New  Berne  branch,  and 
the  Marion  branch,  of  Alabama.  Of  these  the  Gainesville  branch  is 
the  only  on«  the  Secretary  of  War  has  authorized  me  to  remove.  The 
iron  wUl  have  to  be  brought  by  steamers  down  the  Tombigbee  River 
about  50  miles  to  Demopolis  and  carried  by  rail  an  average  of  210 
miles.  If  taken  from  the  New  Berne  or  Marion  branch  it  vmi  have  to 
be  carried  about  170  miles,  and  an  order  from  the  comnuuiding  general 
given  for  their  removal.  To  execnte  the  work  witJi  dispatch  will 
require  two  locomotives  and  thirty  cars  devoted  exclusively  to  the 
work,  and  one  of  the  locomotives  must  bo  capable  of  drawing  twenty 
car-loads  of  iron,  or  it  will  require  three  locomotives.  These  must  be 
subtracted  from  the  present  transportation  of  the  road  engaged  in  the 
carriage  of  army  supplies.  Can  they  be  spared?  The  attempt  to 
remove  any  of  the  three  branches  will  probably  be  enjoined  (the 
Gainesville  branch  least  likely  in  this  case),  in  which  event  we  must 
await  the  process  of  dissolving  it  before  tho  courts  or  take  it  by  mil- 
itary force.  The  Secretary  of  War  has  decided  that  the  general 
commanding  is  the  judge  of  the  necessity  in  such  cases,  and  with  him 
rests  the  seizure  by  force.  These  branches,  especially  the  New  Berne 
and  Marion,  penetrate  a  country  which  contributes  large  supplies  of 
grain  and  meat  to  the  Army,  and  unless  the  necessity  is  imperious, 
the  removal  may  cause  more  danger  than  benefit.  The  labor  for  the 
execution  of  this  work  and  the  teams  for  hauling  cross-ties  will  have 
to  be  impressed.  I  found  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  hire  labor,  even 
at  the  most  extravagant  rates,  for  the  railroad  work  near  Demopolis, 
and  the  impressment  of  labor  since  the  late  heavy  drafts  for  Mobile 
and  other  points  has  become  doubly  difl&cult.  The  distance  from 
Blue  Mountain  to  Gadsden,  the  point  to  which  the  supplies  are  hauled 
by  wagon,  is  about  twenty-seven  miles,  and  from  Jacksonville  about 
twenty-two  miles,  a  difference  of  only  five  miles.  The  question 
arises  whether,  In  considering  all  these  facts,  the  movements  of  our 
Army  in  that  direction  are  not  of  snch  a  transitory  character  and  the 
necessity  so  temporary  and  the  advantages  so  slight,  comparative^, 
as  to  render  the  undertaking  Inexpedient  at  this  ^ae. 

I  make  these  suggestions,  general,  with  great  diffidence  and  respect, 
believing  that  they  may  not  have  occurred  to  Gleneral  Beauregard. 
If  you  so  order,  I  will  proceed  immediately  with  the  work  and  execute 
it  as  rapidly  as  possible,  giving  my  most  earnest  attention  to  its  early  . , 
completion.  The  Government  will  have  to  advance  tho  money  to 
pay  for  the  work  and  iron,  the  company  not  having  the  means  to  do 
it,  and  the  cost  be  retained  from  transportation  accounts  due  from 
the  Government  to  the  company.  This  is  ample  to  reimburse  the 
Government,  but  the  funds  for  the  labor  will  be  required  in  advance. 
The  iron  can  be  paid  for  in  Richmond.  I  shall  I'eqnire  about  (25,000 
to  start  with  for  contingendes.    Can  ^e  quartermaster  here  sup- 


ply it? 


Very  respectfully,  yours, 


MINOR  MERIWETHER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Engineers. 
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Bureau  of  Conscbiption, 

Bichmondj  October  Bg,  X864. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Snt :  Perhaps  it  may  aid  to  some  extent  the  effort  to  adjnst  the  con- 
fusion in  the  lecroiting  and  conscrix)tion  service  t-o  trace  clearly  the 
progress  of  those  changes  and  innovations  which  culminated  in  this 
condition.  TTp  to  the  1st  of  May  the  system  you  had  instituted  vas, 
under  great  difficulties  and  impediments,  vorking  smoothly  and  with 
satisfactory  results,  furnishing  large  and  rapid  accessions  to  the 
Army  and  administering  the  conBcription  law  in  all  its  requirements 
for  the  public  service.  The  act  of  17th  of  February  had  been  crit- 
ically analyzed  and  a  just  exposition  of  it  issued  in  general  orders, 
which  were  in  rapid  progress  of  execution.  Slight,  but  necessary, 
modifications  arose  in  this  progress,  but  were  adopted  or  waived 
without  material  change.  About  this  time  your  conscription  organ- 
ization was  charged  with  the  organization  of  the  reserve  forces,  and 
was  proceeding  to  that  work  when  general  officers  were  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  reserves  and  the  enrolling  of&cers  of  the  con- 
script service  put  under  their  ordera  to  complete  tiie  reserve  organ- 
ization. Here  at  once  arose  a  cause  of  confusion.  The  reserves  were 
to  be  conscribed  as  other  persons  liable  to  military  service ;  the  con- 
script authorities  were  performing  the  duty;  the  generals  took 
possession  of  their  agencies  and  instituted  other  rules  of  action.  In 
Vii^inia  they  were  subjected  to  orders  inconsistent  with  the  duties 
prescribed  by  the  conscript  authorities,  and  my  refusal  to  sanction 
those  oi-ders  or  to  denounce  the  enrolling  officers  for  alleged  want  of 
active  execution  of  them  constituted  a  grave  offense  to  the  general 
commanding  and  at  once  terminated  cordial  harmonious  co-operation. 

Almost'  contemporaneous  with  this,  and  in  submission  to  the 
clamor  of  individuals  or  the  conjectures  of  uninformed  officers,  a 
system  of  inspection  of  the  enrolling  service  was  attempted  and  much 
vagne  and  uiuounded  misrepresentation  made  concerning  it.  At  the 
s^e  time  a  protracted  and  wasting  campaign  was  weakening  the 
armies  by  disaster  and  desertion.  The  three  influences  combined  to 
cast  suspicion  on  the  efficacy  of  the  conscript  oi^anization ;  inspectors 
reported  corruption  and  inefficiency ;  the  Army  wasted,  and  generals  of 
reserves  were  seeking  to  swell  their  muster-rolls.  The  silent,  but 
sure,  legal  working  of  the  conscription  authority  overcoming  popular 
prejudice,  the  opposition  of  State  Executives  and  judicial  authorities, 
the  weakness  of  its  own  agencies,  the  clamor  of  ignorant  and  inter- 
ested officials,  filling  the  ranks  as  far  as  the  law  allowed,  was  unap- 
preciated, and  a  general  order  was  issued  giving  the  control  and  eon- 
duct  of  the  business  of  conscription  to  the  general  commanding  the 
reserves.  From  the  fact  that  the  general  commanding  the  reserves 
of  Virginia  has  his  headquarters  at  Bichmond  and  is  in  dai^  and 
direct  communication  with  you,  it  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  by 
'him,  acting  under  General  Orders,  No.  73,  to  confer  with  or  in  any 
form  to  communicate  with  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  concerning  the 
matter  of  conscription.  By  that  order  the  local  conscription  author- 
ities have  been  placed  under  his  orders  and  he  has  assumed  final 
jurisdiction,  so  far  as  the  Bureau  is  informed,  over  the  whole  matter 
in  Virginia.  Practically,  the  Bureau  has  not  the  semblance  of  con- 
nection with  conscription  in  Virginia,  except  to  the  extent  of  refer- 
ring papers  concerning  extraneous  duties  to  the  general  commanding 
the  reserves,  or  Ihrough  him  to  the  commandant  of  conscripts  under 
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his  orders.  The  confusion,  misapprehensions,  and  misunderstfUDdings 
in  the  conscription  service  result  solely  from  General  Orders,  No.  73, 
being  construed  in  Virginia  as  tranisferring  all  control  over  or  con- 
nection -with  that  service  from  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  to  the  gen- 
eral commanding  the  reserve  forces.  Hy  belief  is  that  neither  the 
FreBident,  you,  nor  any  other  competent  authority  ever  intended 
such  transfer.  The  experience  in  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Florida 
was  too  recent  and  too  sad  to  warrant  a  return  to  that  fatal  system. 
Trusting  you  will  give  due  credit  to  one  who  by  no  possibility  can 
have  any  other  interest  than  the  public  service  in  submitting  this 
statement,  and  humbly  and  earnestly  recommending  that  you  use  the 
reserves  to  aid,  not  to  control,  conscription. 

I  am,  with  high  and  cordial  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier- Genercd  and  SuperintendenL 

N.  B. — ventUTO  to  offer  a  programme  for  a  general  order  which 
may  meet  the  case  in  hand. 


[October  22,  1864. — For  Cobb  to  Seddon,  relating  to  the  arrange- 
ment between  Governor  Brown  and  General  Beauregard  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Geoi^ia  militia,  see  Series  I,  YoL  LII,  Part  II,  p.  764.] 


Circular  (  Conscript  Office, 

No.  70.    J  Richmond,  October  22,  I864. 

In  the  execution  of  Circulars  66  and  69,  current  series,  from  this 
office,  the  following  instructions  are  transmitted  for  your  information 
and  guidance: 

Section  1.  In  a^regatin^  the  slaves  of  an  owner  from  which  an 
impressment  is  to  be  iniade  in  the  ratio  prescribed — namely,  of  one  in 
five — ^you  will  include  all  able-bodied  domestic  or  house  servants 

between  the  ages  specified,  but  no  slave  employed  exclusively  as  a 
domestic  or  house  servant  will  be  taken  as  one  of  the  impressed 
slaves. 

Sec.  2.  The  term  "slave"  will  be  construed  as  applicable  as  well 
to  female  as  to  male  servants,  and  all  able-bodied  female  servants 
between  the  ages  specified  will  be  included  in  the  a^regate  of  one's 
slaves,  care  being  taken,  however,  to  impress  in  each  case  male  slaves 
in  fulfillment  of  the  circulars  above  referred  to. 

Sec.  3.  Whilst  the  orders  governing  impressments  expressly  pro- 
hibit the  impressment  of  domestic  or  house  servants  and  does  not 
contemplate  the  impressment  of  females,  it  does  not  prohibit  their 
being  counted  in  the  aggregate  from  which  male  slaves  only  will  be 
impreeeed  in  the  prescribed  ratio. 

Sec.  4.  Enrolling  officers  are  enjoined  to  execute  these  orders 
with  diligence  and  promptness,  particularly  observing  that  the  object, 
length  of  employment,  and  disposition  made  of  the  slave  impressed 
under  each  circular  is  separate  and  distinct. 

Sec.  5.  The  adWsory  boards  will  be  charged  with  the  execution 
of  Circular  69  from  this  office  in  their  respective  counties,  and  the 
slaves  Impressed  under  said  circular  will  be  reported  to  Capt  W.  H. 
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Fiy,  adjutuit  of  the  post  at  Camp  I^ee,  furnishing  in  tiie  case  of  each 
slave  his  appiaised  value,  desoriptive  list,  and  name  of  owner. 
By  order  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  C.  Shields,  commandant: 

JAS.  H.  BINFORD, 
«  .  Lieutenant  and  A^tUcmL 

(To  Local  Enrolling  Officers.) 


Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  254.        f  Bichmand,  October  SS,  186^ 

*  *  *  «  *  •  * 

VII.  The  organization  of  the  First,  Seoond,  Third,  Fourth,  and 
Fifth  Regiments  of  Geo^a  Reserves,  as  constituted  by  the  order  of 
Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb,  commanding,  Ac,  is  hereby  confirmed  and 
made  the  action  of  the  War  Department.  The  oi^anization  of  each 
of  these  regiments  will  date  f|^>m  the  day  on  which  its  tenth  company 
was  mustered  into  service. 

•  *  •  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JOHN  W.  RIELY, 
Assistant  Adjvkmt-Qeneral. 


State  of  North  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

BOMgh,  October  es,  I864. 

General  Holmes: 

Dear  Sir:  Major  Dowd  informs  me  that  you  have  instructed  hira 
that  all  applications  for  the  detail  of  hands  in  factories  working  for 
the  State  must  be  submitted  to  Major  Chisman.  A  portion  of  these 
applications  have  already  received  tiie  approval  of  the  regular  con- 
script authorities,  including  yourself.  The  others  I  now  inclose  for 
your  approbation  also,  and  desire  to  accompany  them  with  an  eipla- 
nation. 

Though  I  have  heretofore  submitted  to  apply  for  details  for  the 
State  as  other  parties,  I  deny  the  right  of  the  Government  to  seize 
any  person  working  for  and  in  the  employ  of  North  Carolina  in  any 
dex>artment  provided  for  by  law.  .  The  Quartermaster-General,  Law- 
ton,  has  for  a  long  time  been  endeavoring  to  force  me  to  abandon  the 
State*s  contract  for  furnishing  its  own  troops,  and  eveiy  possible  effort 
for  this  purpose  has  been  resorted  to.  The  last  device  was  the  attempt 
to  conscribe  the  hands  in  all  the  factories  which  had  contracts  with 
the  States  and  would  not  abandon  them  for  Confederate  contacts. 
More  than  one  instance  of  an  open  and  avowed  attempt  of  this  kind 
can  be  cited,  long  before  the  recent  order  revoking  details.  The  order 
from  Richmond  directing  th^e  applications  to  besubmitted  to  Major 
Chisman  is,  I  have  no  doubt,  a  continuation  of  the  same  plan.  I 
shall  not  submit  to  it.  Whilst  I  am  willing  that  every  man  shall  go 
and  everything  stop  at  the  decisive  hour,  I  am  not  willing  that  Gien- 
eral  Lawton  should  break  down  the  State  of  North  Carolina  in  this 
way  and  deprive  her  of  the  power  to  clothe  her  armies  in  the  field. 
Should  these  details  therefore  be  unreasonably  refused  I  shall  have 
to  try  tilts  with  the  Confederate  Government 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 
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[OCTOBBB  27,  1864. — For  Taylor  to  Beauregard,  witli  reference  to 
the  militia  laws  of  Alabama  and  the  failure  of  the  Legislature  of  that 
State  to  amend  said  laws;  also  referring  to  the  status  of  the  militia  of 
Mississippi,  see  Series  I,  YoL  XXXIX,  Part  m,  p.  856.] 


AmiacAK  Hotel, 
Biehimondy  October  S8,  1864. 

General  Psmbkbton: 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  say  to  General  Gardner  by  note  yesterday 
that  there  were  a  number  of  Marylanders  here,  most  of  them  old 
soldiers  and  exempts  (all  of  them),  who  wish  to  render  service  as  far 
as  they  are  able,  and  that  there  are  enough  to  work  four  guns  of  your 
permanent  fortifications,  perhaps  a  larger  number,  and  thus  relieve 
more  active  men  whom  you  may  require  for  other  service.  If  you 
desire  it,  I  will  cheerfully  raise  a  company  of  such  men  immediately 
and  undertake  to  serve  four  guns  of  such  a  battery,  and  feel  quite 
sure  that  the  work  will,  if  required,  be  faithfully  done.  I  am  not 
able  to  march  about,  and  there  are  many  of  them  holding  poedtions 
which  would  make  it  necessary  for  them  to  be  here  except  as  duty 
required,  but  can  be  relied  on  when  wanted.  This,  of  course,  to  last 
only  during  the  emergency  existing. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

GEO.  P.  KANE. 

[Fint  Indonemsnt.] 

Hdqbb.  AsnLL^T  Defenses,  Dept.  of  Kichmond, 

October  89,  I864, 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Honorable  Secretai^  of  War  to  know 
whether  such  a  temporary  organization  as  is  proposed  by  Colonel 
Kane  can  be  accepted  for  service  with  the  artillery  defenses. 

J.  C.  PEMBERTON, 
lAeutenant-CoUmelf  Commanding. 

[BmodA  iBdonemeiit.] 

Hradquastebs  Depastuent  of  Richmond, 

October  31,  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

The  delay  in  getting  the  men  together  when  required  would  prob- 
ably make  it  too  late  for  their  services  to  be  avcdlable.  Could  this 
difficulty  be  removed  and  Colonel  Femberton  desires  their  service,  I 
suppose  they  would  be  of  advantage. 

R.  S.  EWELL, 

Lievi&nant-  General. 

[Third  Indorsement.] 

Adjxttant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

November  IS,  I864. 
The  proposition  by  Mr.  Kfuie  is  to  form  a  company  for  local  defense 
and  special  service  in  heavy  artillery,  wit^  the  8X>ecial  provision  that 
it  will  not  be  employed  elsewhere  than  in  General  Pemberton's  lines, 
and  then  only  in  emergency,  to.be  composed  of  Marylanders  not 
liable  to  service.  RespectfoUy  submitted  to  the  Secretwy  of  War, 
recommended. 
By  order: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 

Asststcmt  A^ittatU-Oeneral. 
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NoysMBBK  so,  1864. 

Retained  for  oonferenca  with  the  President. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secrdary. 


CiBCULAK.]  Richmond,  October  SX^  I864. 

It  has  been  frequently  represented  by  officers  of  this  department  in 
ohai^  of  the  collection  of  supplies,  and  who  have  acquired  experi- 
ence in  the  working  of  the  system,  that  the  present  practice  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  for  the  several  States  under  the  impress- 
ment law  in  changing  every  two  months  the  schedule  prices  of  the 
articles  of  prime  necessity,  such  as  wheat,  com,  Ac,  tends  not  only 
greatly  to  embarrass  the  collection  of  supplies  but  also  creates  great 
dissatisfaction,  for  the  following  reasons : 

Very  many  citizens,  either  from  the  best  motives  or  because  they 
are  more  accessible  to  our  armies  by  railroad  or  other  transportation, 
sell  their  surplus  or  have  it  impressed  at  an  early  period,  and  for  that 
reason  at  a  lower  price,  while  those  who  act  on  less  patriotic  impulses, 
or  who,  from  accidental  causes,  are  more  remote  and  inaccessible,  by 
retaining  their  surplus  to  a  late  period  of  the  season  obtain  thereby 
the  advantage  of  a  change  of  the  schedule  prices  and  thus  frequently 
a  much  lai^r  price  than  those  who  sold  earlier  in  the  season.  By 
this  means  a  premium  is  given  to  withhold^e  supplies  and  fair  cause 
of  complaint  afforded  those  citizens  who,  either  from  patriotic  motives 
or  for  other  reasons,  have  sent  for\rard,  or  have  been  compelled  to 
part  with,  their  surplus  at  the  lower  price. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  to  the  commissioners  of  the  States  east 
of  the  Mississippi  River  that  it  would  be  much  fairer  to  the  citizens 
and  of  decided  advantage  to  the  Government  to  fix  a  price  for  the 
articles  of  prime  necessity,  at  least  for  the  harvest  year,  which  should 
remain  unchanged  by  them  during  that  period.  In  fixing  the  price 
the  commissioners  might  have  reference  to  what,  in  their  judgment, 
would  be  the  price  six  months  after  the  commencement  of  tike  harvest 
year,  and  when  thus  fixed  might  give  assurance  in  the  published 
schedule  that  it  would  not  be  increased. 

A.  R.  LAWTON. 

Quartermaster-  General, 

(To  H.  K.  Burgwyn,  Gaiysburg,  N.  C. ;  Ro.  V.  Blackstock,  Stocka- 
viUe,  N.  C;  J.  J.  McRae,  esq.,  Bucatunna,  Mis.s. ;  W.  W.  Mason, 
Tuskegee,  Ala. ;  John  Finlayson,  commissioner  for  Florida,  Tallahas- 
see, Fla. ;  G.  B.  Moore,  BrookviUe,  Miss. ;  Alfred  M.  Martin,  Brigh- 
ton, S.  C;  IT.  B.  Wilkinson,  Newnan,  Ga.;  B.  F.  Perry,  esq.,  Green- 
ville, S.  C.) 


Confederate  States  op  Aheiuca,  Wab  Dopabtmbnt, 

Bichmond,  Va.,  October  SX,  XS64. 

Maj.  Geii.  Howell  Cobb, 

Commanding,  a:c.,  Macon,  Ga.: 
GENERAL:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22d,*  relative  to  the 
arrangement  made  between  General  Beauregard  and  Governor  Brown 

*See  Seriea  I,  Vol.  LII,  Part  II,  p.  764. 
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in  regard  to  the  militia  of  Georgia.  The  course  pursued  in  reference 
to  the  detailed  men  in  the  militia  is  approved,  and  considered  under 
the  circumstances  the  best  line  of  action  to  be  adopted.  Should,  how- 
ever, the  militia  be  recalled  from  active  service  the  Confederate  claim 
on  the  detailed  men  must  be  asserted. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Okneral  Ordbrs,  I       Ai>JT.  AND  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  83.         f  Richmond,  Fo.,  November  1,  I864. 

I.  All  soldiers  hereafter  furloughed  at  department  or  army  head* 
quarters,  or  at  hospitals,  by  reason  of  disability  resulting  from 
wounds  or  sickness,  will  rejoin  their  commands  at  the  expiration  of 
the  time  originally  allowed,  unless,  in  the  opinion  of  a  medical  exam- 
ining board,  their  condition  is  not  such  as  to  permit  them  to  make 
the  journey  without  serious  detriment  to  their  health.  All  now 
absent  are  required  to  return  at  the  expiration  of  their  present 
furloughs,  except  those  unable  to  travel.  The  certificate  required 
above  will  be  promptly  forwarded  to  the  company  commanders. 

II.  Grcnerals  commanding  reserve  forces  in  the  several  States  are 
charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order.  They  will  cause  to  be 
collected  and  forwarded  without  delay  to  their  respective  commands 
all  men  who  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  paragraph, 
that  they  may  be  discharged,  retired,  or  assigned  to  active  or  light 
duty,  as  circumstances  may  justify. 

III.  Pari^^ph  Vn,  General  Orders,  No.  48,  current  series,  is  thus 
amended : 

Officers  of  the  Quart-ermaster's  Department  failing  to  return  the 
sacks  in  which  grain  is  received  from  the  quartermaster  will  be 
charged  t3  for  every  one  not  returned. 

rv.  Paragraph  I,  General  Orders,  No.  74,  1862,  is  so  modified  as  to 
require  the  enforcement  of  the  conscript  act  in  the  Department  of 
Southwestern  Kentucky. 

v.  Candidates  for  appointment  to  the  position  of  military  store- 
keeper in  the  Ordnance  Department  will  hereafter  be  subject  to  such 
examination,  prior  to  appointment,  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
Chief  of  Ordnance. 

YI.  Commanders  of  cavalry  regiments  or  battalions  will  require 
company  commanders  to  keep  a  descriptive  roll  of  all  hora^  in  their 
companies,  noting  all  changes  which  are  made  amongst  them  by 
casualties  or  other  causes,  as  they  occur. 

vn.  Every  horse  borne  upon  the  descriptive  roll  will  be  treated 
as  public  property,  so  long  as  forage  and  the  40  cents  a  day  are  drawn 
from  the  Government.  No  soldier  will  be  permitted  to  ride  his  horse, 
except  in  the  discharge  of  public  duty,  or  to  sell  or  exchange  him, 
except  to  secure  one  more  serviceable,  such  superiority  to  be  deter- 
mined and  certified  by  the  company  officers  present  for  duty,  and 
the  fact  not€^  upon  the  descriptive  roll.  Such  sales  or  exchanges, 
however,  are  strictly  forbidden  between  cavalrymen  of  the  same  or 
different  commands. 

Vm.  Brigade  inspectors,  in  making  inspections,  will  examine 
these  descriptive  rolls,  observing  that  they  accurately  describe  the 
number  and  distinguishing  marks  of  the  horses.  AVnere  they  dis- 
cover horses  to  have  been  used  for  private  purposes,  or  disposed  of 
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in  violation  of  orders,  they  will  note  the  facts  npon  the  inspection 
report,  with  the  names  of  the  company  commanders  permitting  it, 
and  of  the  soldiers  so  offending,  sending  up  charges  against  all,  with 
the  view  to  their  trial  by  conrt-martiaL 

IX.  Horses  forfeited  under  the  action  of  General  Orders,  N<w.  53 
(act  26)  and  55,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Generars  Office,  of  1864, 
may  be  purchased,  after  appraisement,  for  the  benefit  of  owners  by 
deeerving  cavalrymen  who  have  lost  their  horses  by  the  casnalties  of 
baUle. 

X.  Inspectors  will  report  on  their  "inspection  reports,"  for  transfer 
to  the  infantry,  all  men  found  dismounted  through  their  own  care- 
lessness, or  whose  horaes  may  have  been  rendered  unserviceable  by 
neglect  or  hard  usage  upon  other  thaax  public  service. 

Deaeriptive  roU  of  animals  belonging  to  eon^np   ,  regiment    brigade 

 ,  aiviaion  ■ — -. 


DBSCRIPTION  OF  AHIUAL. 


To  whom  hone  belmga. 

Height. 

Color. 

PleHngTilihlDg  mite. 

Mftre. 

Hone. 

BeauurlE*. 

A.B  

15  hds  . 

Sorrel.. 

StAT  In  fgreheal,  Sus. 

XI.  The  following  is  substituted  for  paragraph  IV,  General  Orders, 
No.  73,  current  series,  which  is  hereby  revoked: 

All  applications  for  exemption  and  detail  will  be  transmitted  to  the 
superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  for  decision.  The  office 
of  Congressional  districtenrolUng  oflBcer  is  abolished,  and  reports  and 
returns  of  the  commandants  of  conscripts  will  be  made  to  the  Bureau 
of  Conscription,  and  a  copy  of  each  will  also  be  furnished  to  the 
generals  of  reserves.  An  officer  may  be  assigned  to  duty  in  each 
Congressional  district  by  the  generals  of  reserves  as  inspector  of 
conscription. 

By  order: 

S,  COOPER, 
A^ittant  and  Inapecior  Oenercd. 


Bureau  of  Conscription, 
SichiTUmdj  Fa.,  November  i, 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  C.  Shields, 

Commandant  qf  Conscripts^  Richmond^  Va.: 
(Through  Major-General  Kemper,  commanding  reserves.) 
Sib  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  tiiat  all  persons  coming  from  tiie 
oonnties  of  Princess  Anne  and  Norfolk  and  Norfolk  City  to  enter  the 
military  service  of  the  Confederacy  be  allowed  unrestricted  selection 
of  the  companies  to  which  they  may  be  respectively  assigned. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier- General  and  Su/perirUendent. 
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[First  IndorsetMnt.] 

Headquarters  Reserve  Forces,  Virginia, 

November  22,  186^ 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription. 

Numerous  orders  and  communications  are  being  addressed  by  the 
Bureau  to  my  subordinate.  Colonel  Shields,  through  myself;  others, 
directly  to  Colonel  Shields. 

It  is  submitted  that  the  Bureau  cannot  direct  its  orders  to  an  officer 
expressly  placed  under  my  direction  \rithout  contravening  the  orders 
of  the  War  Department  and  the  regulations  of  the  Army  in  i*egard  to 
corresjwndence. 

All  cominanications  and  orders  affecting  the  business  of  conscrip- 
tion in  this  State  should  be  addressed  to  the  officer  conducting  that 
business,  and  not  to  any  one  of  his  subordinates. 
I  J.  L.  KEMPER, 

I  Mc0or- General. 

j  (Seoond  fwlorMtneiit.] 

I  "War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Richmond^  November  29,  1864, 
Respectfully  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  whose  attention 

is  invited  to  the  fact  that  the  order,  the  form  of  transmission  of  which 

is  objected  to,  purports  to  be  and  is  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 

and  is  sent  through  Major-Qeneral  Kemper. 
'      If  the  custom  of  armies  be  accepted  as  the  interpretation  of  regula- 
I    tious,  there  is  no  violation  of  those  regulations  of  courtesy  or  etiquette 
I    in  addressing  an  order  from  tho  supreme  authority  to  the  officer  who 

is  to  execute  it,  provided,  as  in  this  case,  his  immediate  superiors  are 

duly  informed  by  tAnsmitting  the  order  through  them. 
Acting  on  this  custom,  this  Bureau  since  its  institution  has  daily  * 

transmitted  papers  through  Generals  Lee,  Beauregard,  Johnston,  and 
L    others,  and  through  the  generals  of  reserves  to  officers  under  their 

orders.    This  is  the  first  protest  against  the  practice  received  at  this 
I  Bureau. 

It  is  believed  the  practice  is  customary  in  the  field,  and  certain^ 
that  the  largest  portion  of  the  correspondence  of  the  War  Department 
is  so  transmitted. 

This  Bureau  entertains  no  desire  and  has  muiifested  no  purpose  of 
passing  by  General  Kemper  In  the  promulgation  of  the  orders  of  the 

t  Secretary  of  War.  On  the  contrary,  peculiar  caution  has  been  exer- 
cised in  its  correspondence  with  that  officer  to  avoid  departures  from 
special  courtesy — a  caution  not  demanded  by  the  tone  of  correspond- 
ence with  generals  of  reserves  in  other  States. 

Under  paragraph  XI,  General  Orders,  No.  83,  this  Bureau  is  not  pre- 
pared to  admit  that  the  commandant  of  conscripts  for  the  State  of 
Vii^nia  is  the  subordinate  of  the  general  of  reserves.    Under  that 

i  paragraph  the  commandant  is  directly  responsible  to  this  Bureau  in 
matters  similar  to  that  to  which  this  paper  ref  era.    Instruction  on  this 

'    point  respectfully  asked. 

I  JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 

I  Brigadier-General  and  Superintendent 

I 
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Camp  in  Intrenched  Line, 
Near  Mobile^  Mti.,  November  J?,  2Se4. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

AdjiUani  and  Inspector  General,  Richmcntd^  Va.: 

General:  We,  the  undersigned,  were  appointed  a  committee  on. 
the  part  of  the  officers  and  men  of  what  was  known  as  Lockhart'a 
battalion,  and  now  as  the  First  Kt^bnent  Alabama  Reserves,  to  pre- 
fer the  following  petition:  That  the  regiment  with  its  present  organ- 
ization be  transferred  to  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.  We  would  not  feel 
justified  in  presenting  this  petition  if  the  companies  of  this  oi^aniza- 
tion  had  been  organized  and  mustered  into  the  service  under  the  "act 
to  organize  a  reserve  corps."  But  inasmuch  as  eight  companies  were 
organized  and  mustered  into  the  service  by  and  with  the  authority  of 
General  Pillow  before  it  was  even  known  that  the  act  referred  to 
above  was  in  contemplation,  and  inasmuch  as  the  young  men  of  this 
regiment  voluntarily  entered  the  service  without  regard  to  State  lines 
months  before,  and  many  of  them  years  before,  they  were  liable  to 
military  duty,  we  feel  that  it  is  our  duty  and  but  justice  to  them  to 
make  every  effort  and  employ  all  the  means  in  our  power  to  have  the 
regiment  with  its  present  organization  transferred  to  the  Provisional 
Army,  C.  S.  Relying  on  a  general  order  from  Brigadier-General  Pil- 
low, the  then  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  in  the  States  of 
Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  that  the  boys  entering  these  organ- 
izations (the  companies  the  raising  of  which  he  had  authorized) 
should  not  bo  conscribed,  tlie  officers  proceeded  to  organize  the  sev- 
eral companies.  By  an  order  from.  Governor  Watts  these  unattached 
companies  were  organized  into  a  battalion  by  the  election  of  field  offi- 
cers on  application  recommended  by  the  Governor.  The  battalion 
organization  was  accepted  by  the  War  Department,  and  ordered  (con- 
trary to  the  expectation  of  all)  to  report  to  Major-General  Withers  as 
'a  part  of  the  Reserve  Corps  of  the  State.  Even  then,  relying  on  the 
ambiguity  of  the  phrase  "as  a  part  of,"  and  the  assurance  of  the 
Governor  that  the  intention  of  the  War  Department  had  been  mis- 
apprehended by  us,  and  that  they  will  go  organized  as  one  body  (that 
is,  into  the  Confederate  service),  we  went  to  the  fl,eld  believing  that 
our  gallant  boys  would  never  be  troubled  by  conscription.  Besides, 
the  officer,  acting  in  good  faith,  had  as  an  inducement  to  them  to 
enter  the  service  assured  those  youths  that  they  would  never  be  con- 
scribed.  They  entered  the  service  voluntarily,  and,  as  previously 
stated,  before  the  enactment  of  the  law  establishing  a  Reserve  Corps ; 
they  have  cheerfully  undergone  tlie  hardships  incident  to  the  service; 
they  have  braved  the  danger  of  battle,  parts  of  four  companies  now 
being  prisoners  of  war;  they  have  acquired  an  esprit  de  corps,  an 
attachment  to  their  present  organization,  and  we  would  respectfully 
submit  that  it  would  be  a  humiliation  entirely  unnecessary,  and  not 
demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  to  subject  them  to  the  dis- 
grace of  conscription.  We  think  it  proved  beyond  doubt  that  the 
voluntary  service  qf  our  enthusiastic  young  men,  subjected  to  the 
requisite  drill  and  discipline,  is  far  superior  to  the  unwilling  service 
rendered  by  conscripts,  and  we  therefore  respectfully  ask  if  the  War 
Department  can  expect  as  efficient  service  from  these  young  men  when 
forced  into  other  commands  as  it  now  has  in  a  command  to  which  they 
are  attached  P  In  addition  to  the  above  the  officers  (many  of  them 
wounded,  and  in  part  disabled  men  from  the  armies  of  Vii^nia  and 
the  Southwest)  never  for  once  entertained  the  idea  that  they  were 
o^anizing  a  moving  "camp  of  instruction"  for  the  enrolling  offloor. 
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They  further  ree^ctfuUy  submit  that  they  cahnot  hope  to  fill  up  the 
ranks  of  the  regiment  if  depleted  by  continual  drafts,  nor  can  they 
expect  to  maintain  that  high  standard  of  drill  and  discipline  which 
they  flatter  themselves  they  have  attained. 

In  consideration  of  the  above  facts,  and  without  citing  as  prece- 
dents the  reception  of  other  regiments  organized  at  and  after  the  same 
time  of  our  organization,  ve  respectfully  ask  that  the  regiment  be 
allowed  to  take  its  place  in  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  and 
be  numbered  in  the  regular  series  of  the  regiments  from  Alatwma. 
We  are,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

D.  E.  HUGER, 

Colonel. 
J.  L.  DAVIDSON, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 
JNO,  W.  PITTS, 

Captain  Company  C. 
J.  L.  WALTHALL, 

Captain  Company  E. 
W.  C.  WARD, 

Captain  Company  A, 

[FlrstlDdorsement.] 

Hbadquakters  Right  Wing,  Defenses  of  Mobile, 

November  ff,  186^ 

Approved  and  respectfully  forwarded. 

B.  M.  THOMAS, 

Brigadier- Oejieral. 

[Sooond  Indommeot.] 
HEASQUARTEltS  DISTRICT  OF  THE  GULF, 

Mobile,  November  ^,  1864. 

Approved  and  respectfully  forwarded. 

DABNEY  H.  MAURY, 

Ma^or-Qeneraly  Commanding. 

[Third  IndonameDt-l 

Headquarters  Reserves,  Alabama, 

Montgomeryy  November  5,  I864. 

Bespectfnlly  forwarded. 

The  two  companies  mentioned  as  added  to  the  battalion  to  consti- 
tnte  the  First  Regiment  were  being  raised  under  like  orders  with  the 
other  eight,  but  were  not  quite  completed  when  the  act  of  the  17th  of 
February  was  passed.  The  date  of  actual  oi^anization  constitutes 
the  only  difference.  This  regiment  has  certainly  claims  to  considera- 
tion which  cannot  be  preferred  by  any  other  portion  of  the  reserves— 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  companies  were  raised;  their 
long  service  without  pay;  being  officered  by  men  of  experience,  eleven 
of  whom  have  been  wounded  in  the  battles  in  Virginia;  the  assur- 
ances given  them  by  high  State  officials  and  Confederate  officers,  and 
the  heretofore  qua^  recf^ition  of  them  by  the  Government  in  their 
retention  in  service  from  their  organization.  The  morale  of  this 
regiment  would  be  greatly  strengthened  by  granting  this  petition,  and 
gCMd  service  can  certain^'  be  expected  of  it. 

J.  M.  WITHERS, 

Mo^or-QenercH,  Commanding. 

48  R  E — SERIES  IV,  VOL  III 
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[Foarth  todowmMit.] 
EXECUnVB  DBPAKTHBNT  of  AliABAKA, 

Kovember  8,  1864. 

At  my  instance  this  command  was  ordered  by  the  President  to  be 
received  with  its  organization,  and  it  was  required  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Withers.  (See  my  letter  of  the  27th  of  April  to  President  Davis. ) 
In  response  to  this  letter  the  President  directed  the  organization  to 
remain.  It  would  be  injustice  to  the  men  and  officers  to  permit  any 
to  be  consoribed,  especially  when  they  wish  to  go  into  the  service  as 
oi^nized.  It  would  also  violate  the  order  of  ui&  President  and  do 
great  harm,  and  produce  great  dissatisfaction  with  the  best  people  of 
the  State. 

T.  H.  WATTS, 
Governor  of  Alabama. 

[FlfUi  Indorsement.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspiecxor  Gbnbrai.*s  Office, 

Ncrvember  «5,  1864, 

ReBjwctfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Lockbart's  battalion  was  composed  originally  of  eight  comx>anies, 
consisting  chiefly  of  youths  under  eighteen  years  of  age.  Nothing 
has  been  found  in  the  correspondence  of  this  office  to  authorize  the 
impr^sion  that  the  members  who  became  liable  to  conscription  would 
not  be  assigned  to  organizations  existing  prior  to  16th  of  April,  1863. 
A  letter  to  Major-Oeneral  Withers  dated  July  6,  1864,  returned  the 
muster-rolls  of  five  companies,  that  the  ages  might  be  entered,  and 
stated  4hat  if  they  were  under  eighteen  they  composed  part  of  the 
reserves  under  his  command,  but  ^at  those  under  eighteen  must  not 
be  mustered  for  general  service,  as  they  would,  on  atUining  that  age, 
become  liable  to  assignment  to  companies  organized  prior  to  16th  of 
April,  1862.  Another  letter  to  General  Withers  dated  July  11,  1864, 
authorized  the  retention  of  the  officers  between  eighteen  and  forty- 
five,  stating  that  it  was  an  exceptional  case.  Major-General  Withers 
has  added  to  the  eight  companies  two  others,  organized  in  like 
manner  and  from  like  material.  He  advises  that  the  petition  be 
granted  and  the  present  organization  preserved.  Governor  Watts,  of 
Alabama,  urges  the  same  view.  The  papers  are  submitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  instructions,  inasmuch  as  the  application  is 
specially  indorsed  by  the  Governor  of  Alabama. 

By  Older,  Ac. : 

JNO.  BLAIR  HOGE, 

Assistard  AdQviani-  General. 


State  of  North  Garouna,  Executive  Department, 

Raleigh,  November  2,  I864. 

General  T.  H.  Holmes: 

General:  In  conformity  with  your  request  I  inclose  you  a  list*  of 
the  classes  of  persons  whom  I  have  claimed  as  necessary  State  officers 
and  agents  to  be  exempt  from  conscription,  together  with  a  copy  of 
a  joint  resolution*  of  the  Legislature  as  the  authority  for  my  daim. 
To  these  I  only  desire  to  add  that  I  claim  any  and  all  persons  in  the 
actual  employ  of  the  State  in  any  department  where  the  law  enjoins 

*Notfoimd. 
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dnties  to  be  done  which  require  the  employment  of  such  persons. 
"Without  such  power  to  employ  any  needful  agents  no  department  of 
this  Government  could  be  carried  on  for  a  moment,  and  the  State 
would  be  shorn  of  its  sovereignty  and  crippled  in  all  its  operations. 
Since  our  conference  on  this  subject  you  will  have  learned  of  the 
decision  of  our  supreme  court  in  Johnson  vs.  Mallett,  in  which  it  is 
laid  down  as  law  that  my  certificate  in  behalf  of  an  officer  is  not 
material;  that  all  officers  and  agents  provided  by  the  Constitution  or 
the  i&yrs  made  in  pursuance  thereof  are,  without  regard  to  any  action 
of  the  Congress,  exempt  from  conscription.  I  regard  this  as  settling 
the  whole  question,  and  shall  be  governed  by  it  accordingly.  Feeling 
as  deeply  interested  in  the  filling  up  of  our  armies  as  any  one  can  be, 
I  have  only  to  say,  in  conclusion,  tliat  it  shall  be  my  purpose  to  aid 
you  by  filUng,  as  far  as  possible,  all  the  departments  under  my 
control  with  non-conseripts,  and  turning  over  all  able-bodied  men 
who  can  be  spared. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Z.  B,  VANCE, 

[Tint  IndtMrMment.] 

Hbadquaktebs  Reserves,  North  Carolina, 

Raleigh,  November  5, 

Bespeofefully  forwarded  to  Bureau  of  Conscription. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Lievienani-Oemrdlj  Commanamg. 

[Second  Indonement.] 

Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Richmond,  November  8,  I864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  information. 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier-Genercd  and  SuperiniemleTd. 

[Ttaltd  Indonement.] 

November  9,  1864. 

Assistant  Secretary: 

Have  you  seen  or  heard  of  the  decision  referred  to?  It  would 
involve  an  awkward  relation  to  these  employes.  1  am  bound,  am  I 
not,  to  act  upon  the  conscript  law  without  reference  to  these  State 
decisions?  and  yet  the  result  would  be  conflict.  What  do  you  advise? 

J.  A.  S.,  . 
Secretary. 

[Fourth  Indonement.] 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  have  not  seen  the  decision  referred  to,  but  it  corresponds  with  one 
made  by  Chief  Justice  Pearson  last  spring,  in  the  case  of  one  Russell 
(I  think  that  is  the  name),  who  was  conscribed  by  General  Whiting. 
GoTemor  Yance  presses  the  decision  beyond  its  limits  when  he  claims 
all  the  employ^  and  agents,  Ac.  The  decision,  in  my  opinion,  is 
erroneous,  as  militating  against  that  supremacy  which  the  Constitu- 
tion ordains  in  respect  to  the  legislation  of  the  Confederate  States  in 
the  subjects  committed  to  them. 
Respectfully, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistani  SecreUiry  of  War. 
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Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  November  Sy  I864. 
The  Presidbnt  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Sir:  The  operationfl  of  the  War  Department  Binoe  the  date  of  my 
last  report  embrace  in  their  scope  the  events  of  the  present  campaign, 
which  at  that  time  had  not  been  fully  opened,  and  which  has  not  yet 
been  brought  to  a  close ;  also,  the  measures  instituted  for  the  increase, 
oi^anization,  equipment,  and  supply  of  the  Army,  under  the  laws 
adopted  at  the  last  session  of  the  First  Congress.  The  Importance  of 
the  elections  to  occur  within  the  United  States  during  the  present 
year,  the  condition  of  their  finances,  and  a  growing  discontent  among 
their  people  because  of  the  duration  of  the  war,  induced  a  belief 
that  their  executive  and  military  authorities  would  prosecute  the  cam- 
paign with  extraordinary  vigor  and  seek  to  render  it  decisive  and 
final.  Nor  has  this  anticipation  been  disappointed.  In  the  winter 
and  spring  the  enemy  collected  a  larger  body  of  men  than  he  had 
before  assembled  in  the  field,  who  were  commanded  by  his  favorite 
generals.  His  fleets  were  enlarged,  and  their  armaments  embraced 
all  the  improvements  that  naval  architecture  had  discovered.  His 
arms  and  equipments  were  of  the  most  improved  model,  and  whatever 
was  required  for  the  success  of  the  campaign  was  supplied  with  lavish 
profusion.  He  opened  the  campaign  by  an  attempt  to  obtain  com- 
mand over  the  States  bordering  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  He  invaded 
Florida,  set  on  foot  an  expedition  to  sweep  through  Mississippi  and 
to  effect  the  capture  of  Mobile,  and  he  x>enetrat^  with  formidable 
armies  to  the  western  limits  of  Louisiana  to  establish  his  dominion 
over  that  State.  The  success  of  these  enterprises  was  expected  to 
give  him  a  firm  hold  upon  these  States  and  to  enable  him  to  concen- 
trate all  his  energies  upon  the  campaigns  in  Virginia  and  Georgia. 
But  these  invasions  were  defeated  or  repelled.  My  last  report  com- 
municated the  victories  obtained  in  Florida  and  North  Mississippi 
that  relieved  Alabama  and  Florida  from  the  invader,  and  I  have  now 
to  announce  a  series  of  brilliant  triumphs  obtained  by  onr  arms  in 
Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  commencing  with  the  signal  victories  of 
Mansfield  and  Pleasant  Hill,  and  extending  into  the  Interior  of  Mis- 
souri, where  our  victorious  troops  were  at  the  date  of  our  latest 
information.  Almost  the  entire  Trans-Mississippi  Department  enjoys 
security  and  repose,  and  the  troox)s,  long  engaged  with  invaders  there, 
may  now,  as  in  part  they  already  are,  be  employed  in  formidable 
offensive  operations.  But  the  primary  object  of  the  enemy  was  to 
effect  the  capture  of  Richmond  and  the  defeat  and  dispersion  of  the 
armies  of  Northern  Vti^nia  and  Tennessee.  He  assembled  his  main 
army  for  this  purpose  in  April  last  on  the  Rappahannock,  under 
General  Grant.  Another  was  collected  on  the  Peninsula,  under  com- 
mand of  General  Butler,  to  co-operate  on  the  south  side  of  Richmond. 
A  third  was  designed  to  penetrate  to  the  James  River  through  tiie 
Valley  of  Virginia,  and  the  forces  in  Western  Virginia  and  Kentucky 
were  to  cross  the  mountains  and  join  it  on  its  march. 

It  is  believed  that  more  than  200,000  troops  were  combined  for  the 
execution  of  this  plan  in  April  last,  and  that  from  50,000  to  100,000 
men  have  since  been  added  as  re-enforcements.  The  army  of  General 
Grantwas  met  at  the  Wilderness  on  the  5th  of  May  last  and  defeated; 
it  was  encountered  with  the  same  result  at  Spotsylvania  Court- 
House,  on  the  Po,  the  North  Anna,  and  at  Cold  Harbor,  after  which 
it  abandoned  its  march  on  Richmond  and  crossed  the  James  River  to 


Digitized  by 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES.  '  757 


form  a  junction  with  Greneral  Butler  near  Petersburg.  This  army  of 
General  Butler  had  landed  on  the  south  side  of  the  James  River, 
at  Bermuda  Hundred,  early  in  May,  to  co-bperate  with  the  army  of 
General  Grant,  which  was  expected  to  arrive  before  Richmond  in  a 
short  time.  On  the  16th  day  of  May  this  army  met  with  a  defeat  at 
Drevry's  Bluff,  and  was  confined  to  its  intrenchmentsfrom  that  time 
nntU  it  was  joined  by  the  army  of  General  Grant. 

The  army  of  General  Sigel,  designated  for  the  invasion  of  the  Val- 
ley of  Virginia,  was  defeated  at  New  Market  in  May  last,  and  the 
troops  from  Western  Vii^nia  driven  from  the  valley  of  the  upper  Roa- 
noke about  the  same  time.  At  a  later  period  these  armies  were  united 
wider  General  Hunter,  and  after  a  successful  march  up  the  Valley  of 
Virginia,  were  encountered  by  General  Early  at  Lynchburg  and 
driveu  to  the  Ohio  River.  General  Early,  finding  Washington  City 
and  Baltimore  exposed,  passed  through  the  Valley,  defeating  aU 
opposing  forces,  crossed  into  Maryland,  and  penetrated  to  the  sub- 
urbs of  Washington  City  and  Baltimore.  The  cavalry  raids  of 
Sheridan  and  Wilson  were  defeated,  and  the  attempts  to  permanently 
obstruct  our  communications  have  failed.  The  campaign  projected 
by  General  Grant  with  such  mighty  preparation  has  been  frustrated, 
and  if  he  depended  alone  upon  the  means  that  were  provided  and 
were  deemed  to  oe  superabundant,  his  failure  would  be  absolute. 
But  a  proclamation  has  been  mlule  for  the  draft  500,000  men  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  recruit  his  defeated  and  dis- 
pirited army  and  we  cannot  yet  claim  security  or  quiet. 

In  the  great  central  State  of  Georgia  the  campaign  opened  about 
the  same  time,  but  operations  have  been  so  far  less  favorable  to  our 
arms.  Preparation  had  been  there  made  early  to  meet;  with  ade- 
qoftte  forces,  exceeding  the  relative  disproportion  which  has  usually 
existed  with  all  our  armies,  and  repel  the  enemy  on  the  threshold  of 
the  State,  but  prudence  or  strategy  led  the  general  intrusted  with  the 
eondnet  of  the  campaign  to  prefer  a  retreating  and  defensive  line  of 
action.  In  consequence  our  forces^  though  not  without,  on  several 
occasions,  severely  checkii^  and  punishing  their  adversaries,  when- 
ever venturing  direct  assault,  were  gradually  maneuvered  or  pressed 
back  toward  Atlanta,  the  leading  objective  point  of  the  campaign. 
When  that  important  central  point  of  union  to  various  converging 
lines  of  communication  had  been  nearly  reached,  and  appeared  about 
to  be  abandoned,  a  change  was  made  in  the  commander,  and  a  strenu- 
ous effort  was  made  to  hold  and  defend,  by  force  of  arms,  this  place, 
which  had  become  more  important  in  a  political  and  moral  than  in  a 
military  view,  from  the  significance  the  public  of  both  sides  had 
attached  to  its  iwssession.  It  was  bravely  held  for  several  weeks,  and 
some  successes,  achieved  with  skill  and  valor,  for  a  time  seemed  to 
assure  to  us  its  retention,  when  a  hazardous  movement  of  the  enemy, 
which,  with  as  much  success  to  our  arms  as  there  was  promptitude 
in  seizing  the  occasion  by  our  commander,  must  have  caused  his  ruin, 
wsalting  in  victory,  compelled  our  evacuation  of  the  city  and  its 
ocenpancy  by  the  enemy.  This  was  felt  as  a  serious  reverse,  and 
caosed  some  depression  of  feeling  throughout  the  Confederacy,  while 
it  was  hailed  with  unbounded  acclamation  and  revived  hopes  by  the 
enemy.  For  the  time  the  loss  of  prestige  and  the  i>olitical  effects 
were  unquestionaoly  adverse  to  us,  but  results  may  show  that  its  con- 
sequences were,  on  both  sides,  strangely  misunderstood  and  exag- 

S rated.  It  has  liberated  our  army  for  offensive  operations,  while  it 
8  4^ined  down  our  enemies  to  the  tenure  of  a  far  inland  position 
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of  no  real  strategical  value  since  the  breaking  up  of  its  railroad  con- 
nections, in  the  midst  of  a  hostile  population,  and  to  be  sustained 
only  by  supplies  drawn  hundreds  of  miles  by  a  single  line  of  road. 
The  opportunities  presented  by  such-  a  situation  hare  been  seized  and 
used  by  our  bold  and  enterprising  leader  with  promptitude  and 
enei^.  The  communications  of  the  enemy  have  been  cut  in  many 
places.  Our  army  is  in  his  rear,  and  he,  instead  of  resting  securely 
behind  the  strong  intrenchment^  of  his  recent  capture,  is  forced  to 
come  forth  to  encounter  his  slcillful  adversary  on  ground  of  his  choice 
and  where  defeat  is  ruin  to  the  enemy,  only  reverse  to  us. 

Meantime  the  necessity  for  concentration  by  the  enemy  of  his 
scattered  forces  for  the  invasion  of  Georgia  compelled  the  relaxation 
of  the  bonds  which  have  restrained  the  patriotic  desires  of  the  loyal 
in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  In  consequence,  in  different  portions 
of  both  States,  with  the  encouragement  of  some  little  aid  from  an 
officer  or  comx>any  of  our  Army,  the  people  are  oi^anizing  and  arming 
in  force  to  repel  their  oppressors  and  hold  their  own  country.  In 
fact,  at  this  time  we  have  possession  of  larger  portions  of  both 
States  than  at  any  period  since  they  were  overrun  by  the  enemy,  and 
by  tlie  indignities  and  wrongs  of  their  domination  they  have  roused 
all  loyal  people  to  stern  defiance  and  the  resolve  never  to  submit. 
Should  disaster  overtake  the  army  invading  Georgia,  the  uprising  of 
the  people  behind  him  would  probably  be  general,  and  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  the  permanent  ascendancy  of  the  Confederacy  over  those 
important  and  abundant  States  be  fully  secured. 

Shortly  after  the  fall  of  Atlanta  a  series  of  disasters  befell  our 
troops  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia  and  contributed  to  the  discourage- 
ment then  existing.  But  when  we  consider  the  events  of  the  entire 
campaign — the  brilliant  achievements  of  our  armies  in  Florida,  Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  Missouri;  the  long,  arduous,  and 
successful  resistance  made  by  the  Army  of  Northern  Vii^nia,  in 
which  every  virtue  of  an  army  and  the  genius  of  consummate  general- 
ship have  been  displayed;  the  glorious  defense  of  Petersburg  and 
Richmond ;  the  numerous  successes  that  have  crowned  our  arms  in 
Maryland,  Virginia,  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  and  Mississippi;  the 
adventurous,  bold,  and  effective  eiforts  of  our  cavalry  under  Hampton, 
Forrest,  Lee,  and  otiiers — we  have  cause  for  congratulation  and  rejoic- 
ing. We  have  resisted  the  mightiest  of  the  efforts  of  our  enemies; 
we  have  encountered  and  defeated  his  largest  and  best  appointed 
armies;  we  have  thwarted  his  best-laid  plans;  we  have  shown  our- 
selves to  be  worthy  of  that  separate  and  equal  place  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  which  is  our  birthright,  and  which  has  been 
unjustly  withheld  from  us. 

The  snperintendence  of  the  measures  for  the  increase,  organization, 
equipment,  supply,  and  movement  of  the  Army  is  devolved  upon  this 
Department.  The  acts  of  Congress  of  April  and  Septfflaber,  1862, 
"  to  make  further  provision  for  the  publio  defense,"  and  the  act  of 
Congress  in  February  last  "to  oi^anize  forces  to  serve  during  the 
war,"  contain  the  authority'  of  the  Department  and  designate  the 
means  for  maintaining  the  efficiency  of  the  Army  as  to  men.  The  war 
upon  the  part  of  the  Confederacy  being  defensive  the  proportions  it 
was  to  assume  depended  upon  the  character  and  extent  of  the  raeam 
employed  by  the  enemy  for  its  prosecution.  His  scheme  for  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  war  was  to  overcome  all  opposition  by  the  magnitude 
of  his  armies  and  the  superiority  of  their  supply  and  equipment 
Referring  to  the  census  tables,  he  estiraat'ed  the  arms-bearing  popula- 
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tion  of  the  Confederate  States,  accessible  to  their  control  in  any  form, 
to  be  less  than  1,000,000  men.  He  determined  to  place  forthwith  in 
the  military  and  naval  service  some  700,000,  and  thus  to  compel  the 
Confederacy  to  put  in  requisition  its  entire  strength;  and  since  1861 
he  has  strained  every  nerve  to  maintain  his  armies  at  the  same 
standard  as  to  numbers.  He  has  recruiting  agencies  throughout  the 
continent  of  Europe,  and  he  has  enlisted  from  the  negroes  of  this 
continent,  it  is  said,  some  200,000  soldiers.  It  is  evident,  therefore, 
that  to  carry  on  the  contest  the  Confederacy  was  compell^  to  put 
its  entire  resources  in  requisition.  The  acts  of  Congress  of  1862, 
before  mentioned,  contain  the  principle  that  in  a  struggle  involving 
the  being  of  a  nation  every  citizen  may  be  assigned  to  that  position 
and  to  perform  that  duty  in  which  he  can  render  best  service.  The 
exemption  acts  of  1862  and  1863,  which  followed  the  acts  of  conscrip- 
tion, do  not  contradict  this  principle.  They  were  designed  to  effect 
such  an  organization  of  the  industry  of  the  States  as  to  enable  us  to 
defend  ourselves  with  our  own  resources.  Cut  off  from  the  commercei 
of  the  world,  and  destitute  as  we  were  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  of 
magazines  and  arsenals  from  which  to  draw  supplies,  it  became  appar- 
ent that  our  safety  depended  upon  the  activity  and  success  with  which 
our  internal  resources  &>n\d  be  developed  for  use.  There  was  an  impe- 
rious necessity  for  a  protection  to  manufacturing,  mechanical,  and 
mining  enterprises,  and  for  the  devotion  of  agricultural  industry  to  the 
production  of  subsistence  for  the  Army  and  people.  The  exemption 
acts  of  1862  and  1863  were  liberal  in  the  promotion  of  this  policy,  and 
the  Confederacy  has  derived  from  them  the  most  beneficial  results. 
Notwithst-anding  the  embarrassment  and  obstruction  that  follow  upon 
the  use  of  a  depreciated  currency,  and  that  much  of  the  teiritory  of 
the  Confederacy  has  undergone  the  devastation  of  war,  an  adequate  • 
supply  of  provisions  has  been  obtained  for  the  Army.  The  mobility 
of  our  armies  has  been  maintained  by  the  aid  extended  to  railroads ;  the 
manufacturing  establishments  have  supplied  a  large  portion  of  the 
clothing  for  soldiers,  and  the  mechanical,  mining,  and  manufacturing 
industry  employed  upon  the  production  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war 
have  enabled  us  to  conduct  our  campaigns  with  security  and  confidence. 
We  have  been  enabled  to  compete  with  a  nation  of  artisans  and  me- 
chanics, whose  invention  and  skiU  have  been  stimulated  by  the  munifi- 
cent bounty  of  their  Government.  Nor  were  these  results  achieved 
by  any  sacrifice,  nor  even  detriment  to  the  claims  of  the  anniesin  the 
field.  The  muster  and  pay  rolls  of  the  armies  show  that  through  the 
campaigns  of  1862  and  1863,  if  any  undue  diminution  is  discernible, 
it  was  due  to  desertion  and  absenteeism  more  than  to  any  deficiency 
in  the  recruiting  system  that  had  been  adopted.  But  it  caiyiot  be 
disguised  that  the  duration  of  this  war  for  more  than  three  years,  and 
the  unparalleled  largeness  of  its  proportions,  and  the  sanguinary 
nature  of  the  warfare,  have  become  manifest  in  the  official  returns  of 
our  armies  and  of  the  recruiting  service.  The  acts  of  Congress  dur- 
ing the  last  vrinter  contain  admissions  of  the  fact.  They  provide  in 
no  indistinct  terms  for  the  contingency  that  was  anticipated  shortly 
to  occur,  when  the  capacity  of  our  people  to  contribute  further  recruits 
to  the  Army  would  be  more  heavily  taxed  than  at  any  former  period. 
The  regulation  that  discharged  a  principal  who  had  furnished  a  sub- 
stitute was  abrogated  and  the  principal  was  required  to  return  to  the 
Army.  The  bureau  service  was  curtailed  in  its  eflBciency  by  the  with- 
drawal of  men  able  to  perform  duty  in  the  field  and  their  places  to 
be  supplied  by  the  disabled,  feeble,  and  invalid.   A  lai^  portion  of 
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the  exemptions  were  rei>ealed,  and  details  were  limited  to  cases  of 
public  necessity  or  State  expediency  or  confined  to  experts  and  per- 
sons of  skill  and  craft.  The  Department  was  unable  to  execute  the 
law  as  soon  as  it  was  promulgated  without  deranging  all  branchee  of 
the  service  and  serioiuly  crippling  the  operations  of  the  armies  in  the 
field.  The  dependence  of  those  armies  upon  the  departments  of  sup- 
ply for  eflftciency  and  vigor  is  too  intimate  to  allow  of  any  abrupt  or 
incautious  disturbance  of  their  operations.  The  reduction  in  their 
service  to  the  standard  required  by  the  act  of  Congress  was,  however, 
progressing  regularly  in  such  mode  as  to  assure  against  any  shock  or 
arrest  to  essential  operations.  But  the  urgency  of  the  field  service, 
the  thinning  of  our  own  ranks  under  the  casualties  and  sufferings  of 
the  campaign,  and,  above  all,  the  call  of  the  enemy  for  500,000 
recruits  and  the  extraordinary  efforts  they  were  making  to  assemble 
overpowering  hosts  on  every  arena,  but  especially  before  and  for  liie 
capture  of  our  Capital,  demanded  that  all  available  means  should  be 
promptly  employed  to  increase  the  numbers  and  efficiency  of  our 
Army.  It  became  necessary  not  only  to  expedite  the  removal  to  the 
Army  of  those  whom  the  act  referred  to  had  proposed  to  withdraw 
from  their  employment  in  the  administrative  branches  of  the  service, 
but  also  to  extend  the  call  to  all  others  liable  to  conscription  for  active 
service.  The  late  legislation  of  Congress,  while  subjecting  classes 
before  exempt  to  service,  had  given  a  large  discretion  of  detail,  and 
had  manifested  a  desire  for  the  liberal  allowance  of  such,  with  a  view 
to  maintain  the  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  industrial  operations 
of  the  country.  This  discretion  had  been  used  as  far  as  seemed,  at 
the  time,  compatible  with  the  demands  of  the  active  service,  and  had 
withheld  for  these  important  ends  considerable  numbers  not  exempts 
from  our  armies.  It  has  been,  in  view  of  the  forc^  mustered  against 
us,  deemed  necessary  to  revoke  all  such  details,  and  to  enforce 
rigidly  the  laws  of  conscription  limiting  to  men  capable  only  of  light 
duty  and  to  reserves  employment  in  the  departments  of  the  public 
service,  and  thus  to  liberate  for  the  field  all  liable  to  such  duty,  except 
skilled  artisans,  experts,  and  men  of  science,  and  a  fev  others  actually 
indispensable  for  the  maintenance  and  supply  of  the  armies.  By  sub- 
jecting all  others  rigidly  and  promptly  to  the  obligation  of  active 
service  which  the  law  imposes,  it  is  believed  very  considerable  re-en- 
forcements of  the  most  efficient  material  are  being  afforded  to  our 
armies.  In  addition,  the  law  allowing  the  acquisition,  even  by 
impressment  if  necessary,  of  20,000  able-bodied  male  slaves,  for 
employment  with  the  armies  as  teamsters,  cooks,  and  the  like,  is 
being  enforced,  and  the  substitution  of  such  will  allow  the  recall  to 
the  ranks  of  many  valuable  men  who  have  heretofore  been  detailed 
for  such  incidental  service. 

The  reserves,  too,  consisting  of  those  between  seventeen  and  eight- 
een and  those  between  forty-five  and  fifty  years  of  age,  have  been 
organized  under  a  commander  for  each  State,  and  where  tike  State  has 
been  invaded  have  been  called  into  active  service.  They  have  been 
found  an  eflicient  force  to  supply  guards  to  cities  and  public  works, 
and  for  the  large  number  of  prisoners  in  our  hands,  and  also  as 
defenders  of  bridges,  roads,  and  important  points,  and  have  thus 
liberated  for  the  field  many  soldiers  who  must  otherwise  have  been 
drawn  from  the  active  armies.  On  several  occasions,  too,  portions 
of  them  have  been  thrown  with  the  armies  in  the  field  as  active  auxil- 
iaries.   So  far,  whenever  tried,  they  have  exhibited  the  characteristic 
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valor  and  aptitude  of  our  people  for  military  life,  and  have  compared 
well  with  their  veteran  comrades  in  constancy  and  conduct. 

These  various  measures,  sanctioned  by  existing  legislation,  must 
materially  increase  and  relnvigorate  our  depleted  armies,  but  it  is  not 
to  be  disguised  that  they  must  still  leave  those  armies  relatively  weak 
to  encounter  the  hosts  being  summoned  by  the  enemy  for  our  sub- 
jugation. Signs  of  exhaustion  and  despair  of  success  were,  until  some 
late  unhappy  reverses  to  our  arms,  plainly  manifested  by  our  malig- 
nant foes,  and  this  is  probably  the  last  grand  effort  their  means  or  res- 
olution will  allow  for  their  war  of  aggression  and  conquest.  It  should 
be  met  and  overcome  by  the  early  and  full  command  of  all  our  men 
and  means,  and  for  this  additional  legislation  is  required.  It  is  my 
deliberate  conviction,  more  than  once  expressed  in  former  reports,  that 
the  policy  of  exemptions  to  those  capable  of  military  service  is  unwise, 
and  that  all  men  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  capable  of 
bearing  arms  should,  without  distinction  of  occupation  or  profession, 
be  subjected  to  service  and  called  to  the  field.  The  few  indispensa- 
ble exceptions  for  the  needs  of  society  and  the  supply  of  the  Army 
might  be  readily  and  more  conveniently  provided  by  details.  Exemp- 
tions by  classes  necessarily  cover  many  not  actually  demanded  by 
floeiety  for  the  needs  that,  on  the  average,  may  have  given  plausi- 
bility to  the  exceptions,  and  such  exceptions,  besides  inducing  invidi- 
ous feelings  and  dissatisfaction,  compel  a  discrimination  in  the  call 
for  service  which  both  delays  and  measurably  defeats  its  full  accom- 
plishment. It  is  therefore  urgently  recommended  that  all  exemptions 
except  of  officers  actually  essential  to  the  conduct  of  the  Confederate 
and  State  governments  be  abolished,  and  all  of  the  military  age,  phys- 
ically capable,  without  distinction  or  discrimination,  be  at  once 
devoted  to  the  sacred  duty  of  defending  their  country  in  the  field. 
They  would  probably  constitute  as  large  a  draft  for  continuous  serv- 
ice in  the  field  as  the  interests  of  society  would  allow,  but  it  is  not 
doubted  tJiat,  with  the  aid  of  our  slaves,  those  beyond  and  below  the 
ages  prescribed  for  active  service,  with  the  large  number  of  those  fit 
only  for  light  duty,  and  the  partially  disabled  by  service,  would  suffice 
adequately  to  maintain  necessarj'  production  and  supply,  both  for 
the  armies  and  the  people. 

With  a  view  to  the  increase  of  our  armies  in  the  field,  the  policy  has 
been  suggested,  and  has  attracted  some  public  attention,  of  enlisting 
our  negro  slaves  as  soldiers.  No  compunction  could  be  felt  in  so 
using  them,  for  deeply  as  the  whites  of  the  South  are  interested  in 
repelling  the  invasion,  and  forever  liberating  themselves  from  the 
association  or  thraldom  of  our  enemies,  the  negroes  of  the  South  are 
even  more  vitally  concerned.  With  the  whites  it  is  a  question  of 
nationality,  of  honor,  and  property.  With  the  negroes,  in  its  dread 
issues  in  no  distant  future,  it  is  a  question  of  their  existence  as  a 
race.  The  friendship  of  a  people  so  selfish,  cruel,  and  remorseless  as 
OUT  foes  would  be  to  the  unhappy  negro  more  fatal  than  to  us  their 
enmify.  In  contact  with  them,  under  their  pretended  freedom  before 
the  law,  which  in  operation  on  an  inferior  race  is  but  a  license  to 
greed  and  oppression,  exposed  to  aU  the  vices,  without  the  providence 
of  the  civilized  man,  they  must  soon,  in  the  language  of  a  leader 
among  their  professed  friends,  "be  trampled  out  as  a  siclfly  exotic" 
or  wither  away  amid  the  blighting  influences  of  debauchery,  pauper- 
ism, crime,  and  disease.  They  have,  besides,  the  homes  they  value, 
the  families  they  love,  and  the  masters  they  respect  and  depend  on  to 
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defend  and  protect  against  the  savagery  and  devastation  of  the  enemy. 
No  fear  is  entertained  of  their  fidelity,  for  the  feelings,  as  the  interests 
of  tlte  great  mass  of  the  negroes  have  been  conclusively  manifested 
to  be  with  their  protectors  and  masters.  Neither  is  it  doubted  that, 
under  the  leadership  of  those  whites  to  whom  they  have  been  habit- 
uated and  in  whom  they  have  confidence,  they  would  exhibit  more 
steadfastness  and  coura^  than  they  will  ever  attain  as  Boldiers  of  tlie 
enemy.  If  any  added  incentive  were  required,  from  the  supposed 
love  of  freedom  natural  to  man^  it  might  readily  be  afforded  by  the 
assurance  of  emancipation  to  all  who  conducted  themselves  with 
fidelity  and  courage  during  the  war.  For  any  such  action  it  would, 
of  course,  require  the  concurring  legislation  of  each  State  from  the 
slave  population  of  which  the  negro  soldiers  had  been  drawn,  because 
to  the  States  belong  exclusively  the  determination  of  the  relations 
which  their  colored  population,  or  any  part  of  them,  shall  hold.  It  is 
not  doubted,  however,  should  it  be  deemed  expedient  so  to  employ  and 
reward  slaves  enlisted  as  soldiers,  that  the  necessary  legislation  would 
be  accorded,  for  there  is  no  sacrifice  of  property  or  minor  interests 
which  would  not  be  made  by  either  our  States  or  people  to  insure 
final  separation  from  our  hateful  foes  and  the  achievement  of  our 
liberty  and  Independence.  While  it  is  encouraging  to  know  this 
resource  for  further  and  future  efforts  is  at  our  3ommand,  my  own 
judgment  does  not  yet  either  perceive  the  necessity  or  approve  the 
policy  of  employing  slaves  in  the  higher  duties  of  soldiers.  They  are 
confessedly  inferior  in  all  respects  to  our  white  citizens  in  the  qualifi- 
cations of  the  soldier,  and  I  have  thought  we  have  within  the  military 
age  as  large  a  proportion  of  our  whole  population  as  will  be  required 
or  can  be  advantageously  employed  in  active  military  operations.  If, 
then,  the  negro  be  employed  in  the  war,  the  inferior  is  preferred  to 
the  superior  agent  for  the  work.  In  such  a  war  as  this,  waged  against 
foes  bent  with  malignant  persistence  on  our  destruction,  and  for  all 
that  man  liolds  priceless,  the  most  vital  work  is  that  of  the  soldier, 
and  for  it  wisdom  and  duty  require  the  most  fitting  workmen.  The 
superior  instrumentalities  should  be  preferred.  It  will  not  do,  in  my 
opinion,  to  risk  our  liberties  and  safety  on  the  negro,  while  the  white 
man  may  be  called  to  the  sacred  duty  of  defense.  For  the  present,  it 
seems  best  to  leave  the  subordinate  labors  of  society  to  the  negro,  and 
to  impose  the  highest,  as  now  existing,  on  the  superior  class. 

The  reserves  might  remain,  as  now  constituted,  for  service  through- 
out each  State ;  but,  in  addition,  it  would  seem  expedient  that  all  other 
white  males  capable  of  bearing  arms,  in  even  local  service,  should  be 
organized  and  armed,  ready  to  maintain  the  police  of  the  country  and. 
to  resist,  within  the  limits  of  their  counties  or  some  restricted  district 
contiguous  thereto,  the  actual  raids  or  Invasions  of  the  enemy.  No 
serious  interruptions  would  thus  be  caused  to  their  industrial  avoca- 
tions or  their  relations  to  society,  and  yet  a  greater  degree  of  security 
said  confidence  and  a  universal  sentiment  of  patriotic  self-devotion 
would  be  secured.  In  the  war  waged  by  malignant  foes,  who  aim  not 
merely  against  our  national  existence  but  at  the  institutions  of  our 
social  system,  at  the  property  and  means  of  subsistence  of  all,  and 
contemplate  nothing  less  than  desolation  to  the  country  and  expulsion 
or  extinction  of  its  inhabitants,  all,  of  whatever  age,  have  both  interest 
and  duty  compelling  them  to  stand  to  arms  in  defense,  according  to 
the  measure  of  their  ability.  The  country  should  be  as  one  great 
camp  and  the  whole  people  arranged  in  the  most  efficient  military 
organizations  compatible  with  the  maintenance  of  the  neceasuy  works 
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and  productions  of  society  for  unflinching  resistance  to  the  utmost 
extremity.  The  subjugation  of  a  brave  people  so  prganized  and 
resolved  is  an  utter  impossibility. 

Some  measures  of  l^islation  are  believed  to  be  expedient  to  main- 
tain the  number  and  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  cavalry  in  the  field. 
The  policy  of  requiring  the  men  to  furnish  their  own  horses  was  at 
all  times  doubtful,  as  white  a£fording  apparently  an  inducement  to 
^n^ater  care  of  the  animal,  it  interfei'es  with  discipline  and  impairs 
efficiency.  It  also  causes,  almost  of  necessity,  the  dismounting  for 
long  periods  of  those  who,  having  lost  horses,  are  unable  to  furnish 
them  speedily  or  at  all,  and  the  absence,  often  on  protracted  furloughs, 
of  the  men  who  have  sustained  such  losses  to  procure  other  horses. 
Under  the  weariness  of  protracted  service  and  the  eager  longing  for 
retom  home,  which  at  times  possesses  even  the  best  soldiers,  this 
chance  of  a  furlough  is  said  to  more  than  counteract  the  interest  of 
ownerahip  in  the  horse  and  to  constitute  a  premium  on  neglect  or 
the  allowance  of  casualties  to  disable  their  animals.  A  worse  conse- 
quence, perhaps,  is  the  tendency  and  temptation  of  the  system  to 
induce  plundering  and  irregular  modes  of  supplying  themselves  by 
the  men.  Those  mounted  are  aware  of  the  constant  liability  to  the 
loss  of  their  animals  and  of  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  replacing 
them,  and  are  un<l<)r  constant  inducement  to  obtain  reserve  horses  or 
the  means  of  put-uhasiug  them.  Those  dismounted  ara  even  more 
strongly  stimulated  by  the  inconveniences  of  their  position  and  the 
danger  of  being  transferred  to  less  acceptable  branches  of  tlie  service 
to  provide  themselves,  even  by  illegitimate  means.  These  induce- 
ments are  all  enhanced  by  the  limited  class  of  casualties  for  which 
the  value  of  the  horse  lost  is  repaid  under  present  law,  and  the  delays 
and  embarrassments  encountered  in  afFoniing  proof  and  obtaining 
payment.  Horses  are  paid  for,  too,  only  at  the  valuations  assessed  at 
the  time  they  are  taken  into  service,  and  with  the  fluctuations  in  the 
value  of  our  currency  and  the  enhancement  of  prices  lesnlting  from 
the  increasing  scarcity  of  the  proper  horses,  the  value  repaid  is  gener- 
ally grossly  inadequate.  If  the  present  system  is*  to  continue,  it  is 
indispensable  that  there  should  be  wider  range  to  the  casualties  in 
which  the  value  is  repaid,  more  liberality  in  the  assessment  of  value, 
and  greater  facilities  for  prompt  payment. 

The  class  of  men  who  constitute  our  cavalry,  while  among  the  most 
spirited  and  active  of  our  citizens,  are  yet  generally,  from  previous 
independent  habits  of  life,  most  difficult  to  discipline  and  subject  to 
subordination.  Entering  immediately  ou  service,  tbey  have  enjoyed 
few  opportunities  of  previous  drill  or  training,  and  from  the  detached 
and  often  irregular  service  in  which  they  are  frequently  employed, 
they  are  much  removed  from  the  restraints  and  responsibilities  of 
larae  commands.  They  are  but  too  apt,  therefore,  while  individually 
gallant  and  enterprising,  to  be  wukting  in  organization,  in  discipline, 
and  im  the  efficiency  and  reliability  which  should  belong  to  trained 
troops.  Our  cavalry  have  performed  many  achievements  of  valor 
and  utility,  but  they  have  also,  on  occasions  of  great  importance,  shown 
want  of  vigilance  or  constancy  and  caused  disaster.  These  defects 
are  believed  to  spring,  not  from  deficiencies  in  the  men,  but  in  the 
system  of  selection  and  of  training.  It  is  believed  it  would  be  wiser 
that  the  cavalry  should  gradually  be  constituted  of  men  picked  from 
the  trained  and  veteran  soldiers  for  their  peculiar  qualifications,  and 
that  these  should  be  mounted  and  equipped  at  the  public  expense.  It 
might  be  made  a  penalty  for  the  loss  of  their  horses,  through  neglect 
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or  any  other  than  the  inevitable  casualties  of  war,  that  the  men  should 
be  returned  to  the  infantry  service.  This  would  probably  be  found 
more  efficient  than,  under  the  present  system,  private  ownership  has 
proved  to  obviate  neglect  and  secure  due  attention  to  the  animals, 
while  it  would  remove  all  inducement  from  self-interest  to  undue  cau- 
tion or  escape  under  the  Intimate  hazards  of  war.  There  would  be 
the  certainty,  too,  that  the  men  were  trained  and  disciplined  and 
habituated  to  fight  as  infantry,  which  in  many  instances  onr  cavalry, 
from  the  nature  of  the  country  or  the  like  tactics  of  the  enemy, 
are  compelled  to  do.  It  is  not  doubted  that  in  this  way  the  superi- 
ority of  our  cavalry  over  that  of  the  enemy  could  be  permanently 
established. 

It  has  been  more  than  once  heretofore  urged  by  the  Department 
that  to  maintain  the  number  and  efficieucy  of  our  Army  oi^nlzations 
it  was  essential  tl^ere  8houldJ>e  some  power  of  reducing  and  consoli- 
dating  them.  The  depTetion  ofrnlTny  or  tne  orgaiiizations  during  tfiS^ 
late  wasting  and  bloody  campaign  has  made  this  more  than  ever 
manifest.  It  is  impossible  adequately  to  recruit  many  of  the  reduced 
regiments  and  companies,  especially  those  from  the  distant  and  trans- 
Misaissippi  States,  and  not  a  few  are  so  thinned  in  their  ranks  as  to 
cause  despondency  and  inefficiency.  There  is  necessarily,  too,  an 
undue  proportion  of  officers  to  men,  which  adds  to  the  expense  while 
weakening  the  force  of  the  Army.  The  evil  is  often  so  glaring  that 
a  remedy  is  obliged  in  some  way  to  be  applied.  This  is  done,  at  the 
expense  of  subsequent  embarrassments  and  confusion  of  legal  rights, 
by  the  temporary  union,  by  the  authority  of  the  general  in  the  field, 
of  fragmentary  companies  or  regiments,  or  more  legally,  though  indi- 
rectly, under  the  sanction  of  the  Department,  by  the  disbandment  of 
some  depleted  organizations  and  the  assignment,  as  by  conscription, 
of  the  men  to  some  other.  In  such  case,  however,  there  is  no  chance 
of  selecting  the  best  officers  of  both  oi^anizations,  but  there  is  the 
injustice  of  depriving  all  the  officers,  however  meritorious,  of  the  one 
disbanded  of  their  commissions.  It  would  evidently  be  much  more 
jnst  and  beneficiafto  the  service  that  the  power  should  exist  to  consoli- 
date the  two  and  retain  the  best  officers  of  each.  It  is  recommended 
the  power  be  granted. 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  for  the  organization  and  control  of  the 
reserves  a  commander  has  been  assigned  in  each  State.  They  consti- 
tute a  peculiar  and  auxiliary  force,  which  yet  cannot,  it  is  thought, 
be  justly  deemed  an  independent  army.  Hence  an  embarrassment 
results,  which  demands  the  correction  of  legislation.  They  are  not 
entitled  to  order  and  revise  the  proceedings  of  courts-martial,  nor  if 
a  military  court,  as  is  authorized  by  law  for  each  State,  should  be 
appointed  could  they  have  it  attached  to  their  commands  or  review 
its  decisions.  As  the  reserves  are  necessarily  rather  deficient  in  order 
and  training,  the  restraint  and  influence  of  such  tribunate  are  spe- 
cially necessary  for  their  control  and  subordination.  It  is  probably 
not  necessary  to  give  any  military  court,  or  revision  of  the  decision 
of  any  estabUshed  for  the  States  respectively,  as  the  power  to  appoint 
and  revise  the  proceedings  of  courts-martial  wouUl  suffice.  Courts 
might  then  be  const-tuted,  to  sit  permanently,  of  disabled  or  invalid 
officers. 

The  condition  of  our  gallant  soldiers  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  con- 
tinues to  engage  the  solicitude  and  interest  of  the  Department.  The 
number  of  the  captivps  on  each  side  has  been  greatly  swelled  by  the 
vicissitudes  of  the  present  fearful  campaign,  though  the  dispropcntion 
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heretofore  existing  against  us  has  been  by  our  saperior  successes  greatly 
reduced,  if  not  entirely  overcome.  It  has  been  the  constant  desire  and 
effort  of  the  Department  to  effect  exchanges  on  any  principle  of  equity, 
and  the  opportunity  has  never  been  lost  to  make  this  known  to  the 
enemy  and  to  obtain  his  concurrence.  The  obligations  of  the  cartel 
and  the  faith  pledged  to  its  observance  have  been  repeatedly  invoked, 
but  in  vain.  To  such  demands  intimations  were  conveyed  that  the 
enemy  wonld  only  agree  to  an  exchange  of  man  for  man.  So  long  as 
the  enemy  held,  as  they  claimed,  a  superiority  in  the  number  of  cap- 
tives, it  was  seen  that  this  mode  of  exchange  would  leave  the  surplus 
of  our  captive  soldiers  in  their  hands  without,  for  the  time,  any  ade- 
quate check  on  the  inhumanity  and  cruelty  they  have  been  ever  prone 
to  exhibit  toward  such  captives.  Still,  as  the  preponderance  of  num- 
bers steadily  diminished  confidence  increased  that  the  prospect  of 
speedy  captures  would  soon  enable  us  to  check  or  avenge  their  malig- 
nity. This  consideration,  in  aid  of  the  powerful  incentives,  even  more 
of  humanity  and  gratitude  than  of  interest,  that  urged  any  practicable 
effort  for  the  relief  and  release  of  our  imprisoned  soldiers,  induced  us 
to  overlook  alike  our  just  rights  under  the  cartel  and  apprehensions 
of  the  probable  ill-treatment  of  the  surplus  that  might  remain  in  the 
power  of  our  vindictive  foes,  and  to  propose  exchange  on  the  very 
terms  intimated  as  acceptable  of  man  for  man.  The  offer  onlj''  afforded 
another  illustration  of  the  hypocrisy,  faithlessness,  and  inhumanity 
of  the  enemy,  for  it  was  soon  made  apparent  that  their  professed 
willingness  was  but  a  pretext  and  a  blind,  and,  while  they  exjwcted 
the  plan  would  not  be  acquiesced  in,  to  conceal  their  own  determina- 
tion to  make  no  general  exchange.  They  have  here  and  there  con- 
sented to  partial  exchanges,  generally  effected  between  commanders 
in  the  field,  but  the  Government  appears  to  have  deliberately  adopted 
the  remorseless  and  inhuman  policy  of  enforcing  the  captivity,  with 
all  its  attendant  sufferings,  of  the  prisoners  on  both  sides  during 
the.war.  They  pay  thus  Impliedly  to  our  gallant  soldiers  the  tribute 
of  admitted  superiority,  while  they  exhibit  to  the  unhappy  victims 
from  their  Army  their  own  ingratitude,  perfidy,  and  cruelty.  One  of 
their  favorite  commanders  has  not  even  hesitated  to  avow,  with  utter 
disregard  of  the  claims  of  their  captive  soldiers  on  their  consideration 
and  protection,  that,  as  the  terms  of  service  of  many  had  expired,  they 
were  not  to  be  regarded  as  subjects  of  equal  exchange.  It  likewise 
appears  that,  as  they  gloat  over  the  idea  of  being  able,  by  their  block- 
ade and  devastation,  to  starve  to  submission  a  people  whom  they 
cannot  subdue  by  arms,  they  calculate,  in  utter  indifference  to  the 
sufferings  that  may  be  entailed  on  their  own  captive  soldiers,  on  the 
supplies  which  must  be  furnished  them  as  an  effective  drain  on  our 
limited  resources.  Could  we,  indeed,  be>  so  straitened  as  they  delude 
themselves  into  believing,  how  fearful  must  they  expect  to  be  the 
privations  and  sufferings  of  their  soldiers  in  our  hands,  since  they 
could  not  expect  us  to  starve  our  gallant  soldiers  or  people  to  nourish 
the  malignant  invaders  who  had  sought  to  inflict  on  us  the  worst  ills 
of  war  and  famine'.  These  captives  would  of  course  be  the  first 
unhappy  victims  of  the  famine  which  the  barbarous  warfare  of  their 
Government  may  cause.  While  no  such  suffering  has  yet  been 
entailed  on  them,  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  have,  through  the 
humanity  of  our  Government,  been  provided  as  our  own  soldiers,  yet 
such  privations  as  they  have  had  to  share  with  them  have  been  exag- 
gerated by  the  enemy,  in  part  from  their  delusive  conceptions  of  our 
straitened  condition,  but  more  from  the  diligent  invention  of  false 
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tales,  and  have  been  made  the  pretext  of  wanton''  privations  to  our 
faithful  soldiers  in  their  hands.  -  They  compel  sufferings  to  their  own 
soldiers  by  their  malignant  outrages  against  civilized  warfare,  and 
then  find  in  such  excuse  for  visiting  cruelty  and  starvation  on  our 
soldiers,  to  whom  it  is  not  pretended  they  could  not  easily  afford  all 
the  comforts  and  subsistenoe  due  to  captives  In  war.  The  ineffable 
baseness  of  snch  a  coarse  exceeds  even  its  inhumanity,  and  for  either 
it  would  be  difficult  to  ilnd  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  civilized,  much 
le^  Christian,  nations. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  since  the  foregoing  was 
written  a  prospect  has  been  afforded  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of 
our  captive  soldiers.  When  all  overtures  to  the  Government  of  our 
enemies  seemed  vain,  (ieneral  Lee  was  instructed  to  make  directly  to 
General  Grant  a  proposition  that,  without  releasing  either  Government 
from  the  obligation  of  affording  due  provision  to  its  captives,  each 
should  have  the  right  of  furnishing  to  its  own  prisoners  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  other,  under  the  direction  of  officers  among  them  to  be 
paroled  for  the  purp(^,  such  additional  supplies  of  necessary  articles 
as  it  might  deem  expedient  to  send.  This  was  accepted,  doubtless 
through  the  influence  of  the  commanding  general  of  the  Federal 
armies,  who,  however  profuse  of  the  lives  of  his  men  in  battle,  could 
but  have  sympathy  and  interest  for  the  imprisoned  soldier.  It  is  indic- 
ative of  the  remorseless  policy  of  the  hostile  Government  that  such 
concessions  to  the  claims  of  humanity  should  have  been  made  sooner 
by  the  stern  soldier  in  the  field  than  by  their  statesmen  in  the  Cabinet. 
As  the  liberty  is  afforded  by  the  agreement,  with  commendable  liber- 
ality, that  supplies  may  be  purchased  in  Northern  cities,  or  sent  to  our 
soldiers  in  captivity  directly  from  foreign  ports,  there  can  be  but  little 
delay  or  difficulty  in  affording  to  them  all  reasonable  supplies  for  the 
alleviation  of  their  unhappy  state.  This  arrangement  will  bo  as 
gratifying  to  our  Government  and  people  as  it  is  conformable  to 
humanity  and  wise  policy.  ^ 

The  report  of  our  agent  of  exchange  is  submitted  in  connection 
with  this  subject.  It  will  display  the  past  course  and  present  state 
of  negotiations  for  exchange.* 

The  operations  of  the  several  administrative  bureaus  of  the  Depart- 
ment have  been  conducted  with  zeal,  ability,  and  success,  reflecting 
^  great  credit  on  their  several  heads.  They  have  had  grievous  difficul- 
ties and  embarrassments  to  encounter  from  a  depreciating  currency, 
deficiencies  of  labor  and  materials,  and  straitened  means  of  transpor- 
tation and  distiibution.  In  addition,  they  have  been  constrained,  by 
the  stringent  legislation  of  Congress,  to  relinquish  their  most  active 
and  experienced  agents  and  emplmr^s  and  substitute  them  from  the 
more  infirm  and  aged  classes.  It  was  not  practicable  to  do  this 
immediately  without  a  ruinous  arrest  of  all  the  essential  operations 
of  production  and  supply  for  the  Army;  but  the  obligation  has  been 
steadify  observed,  and  as  the  exigencies  of  the  campaign  made  recruit- 
ment of  our  amies  necessary,  its  execution  h^s  been  hastened  and 
enforced  to  the  furthest  point  compatible  with  the  preservation  and 
continuance  of  indispensable  works.  Interferences  of  this  kind  are 
inevitably  so  prejudicial  and  disturbing  that  it  is  hoped  a  weU-devised 
■  and  permanent  system  of  providing  and  retaining  in  continuous 
employment  a  sufBcient  number  of  artisans,  experts,  and  laborers  for 
.  all  essential  operations  may  be  devised  and  established.  Great  mis- 
apprehension, it  is  believed,  has  prevailed  in  the  public  mind,  both  as 
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to  the  number  and  class  of  persons  who  have  constituted  the  agents 
and  employes  of  the  several  bureaus,  and  much  unmerited  odium 
and  invidionsness  has  been  excited  by  the  erroneous  supposition  that 
these  bureaus  have  afforded  a  refuge  and  a  shield  from  the  legitimate 
claims  of  military  service.  The  aim  has  been  steadily  enjoined,  and, 
it  is  not  doubted,  in  the  main  has  been  strictly  observed,  of  engaging 
and  retaining  as  few  as  possible  of  military  a^,  and  with  rare  excep- 
tions it  is  confidently  believed  the  men  now  employed  are  rendering 
more  eflBcient  service  to  the  cause  than  they  could  do  even  in  the  field. 
It  should  be  thoroughly  understood  that  only  in  the  last  necessity 
will  they  again  be  summoned  or  disturbed.  The  best  vindication  to 
these  bureaus  is  afforded  by  the  results  attained  under  all  the  impedi- 
ments and  embarrassments  they  have  had  to  encounter.  All  essential 
supplies  have  been  afforded,  and  neither  manufacture  nor  production 
has  80  far  materially  diminished,  notwithstanding  the  invasions  and 
barbarous  ravages  of  the  enemy  in  many  most  important  fields  of 
operation.  The  Army  has  been  subsisted,  clothed,  and  provided  in 
^equate  measure,  and  there  has  never  been  deficiency  of  transporta- 
tion, munitions,  or  supplies  for  all  important  operations. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  the  CMnmissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  on  a 
Tirit  in  discharge  of  his  duties  to  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 
his  usual  report  cannot  be  submitted.  Letters  received  from  him  bj' 
the  Department  give  in  the  main  satisfactory  representations  of  the 
feelings  and  condition  of  the  Indian  nations.  From  other  sources, 
too,  intelligence  has  been  received  of  gallant  services  which  have  been 
rendered  by  their  warriors  during  the  present  campaign,  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  at  no  time  has  prevailed -among  the  nations 
astronger  feeling  of  amity  and  connection  with  the  Confederate  States. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  accompanying  estimates  for  the  six 
months  commencing  January  1  and  ending  June  30,  1865,  which, 
although  lai^e  in  the  existing  state  of  the  currency,  are  not  believed 
to  exceed  the  demands  of  the  service. 

After  the  full  exposition  made  in  my  last  rejwrt  of  the  embarrass- 
ments and  obstructions  experienced  from  the  disordered  condition  of 
our  currency,  the  impracticability  of  purchases  without  impressment, 
and  the  deficient  means  of  transportation  and  distribution,  it  is  not 
deemed  necessary  to  repeat  them.  Attention,  however,  is  specially 
invoked  to  them,  as  they  continue  with  increased  and  increasing 
stringency,  and  remedial  legislation  in  some  important  particulars 
is  very  desirable.  The  impressment  acts  require  revision  and  amend- 
ment. There  are  not  sufficient  provisions  against  the  removal  of 
property  after  notice  of  impressment,  nor  against  its  concealment 
before  or  after,  nor  is  the  course  prescribed  in  case  of  the  refusal  of 
the  owner  to  appoint  appraisers  as  contemplated  by  law.    The  law  is, 

I  m  brief,  without  adequate  sanctions  to  insure  respect  and  enforce- 
nient.  Special  provisions  should  be  made  for  the  impressment  of  iron 
from  railroads.  In  order  to  maintain  the  more  Important  roads,  and 
WMnetunes  to  constrnct  others  demanded  by  imperious  military  con- 
(ddmtions,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  withdraw  from  local  or  branch 
roads  their  rails  and  equipments.  Although  such  necessity  may  be 
manifest  and  acknowledged  by  all,  it  is  rare  the  proprietors  of  the 

,  special  road  whose  property  is  thus  sought  to  be  appropriated  are 
prepared  to  acquiesce  in  its  selection  for  the  sacrifice.  Each  local 
corporation  finds  abundant  reasons  for  further  delay  or  special 
exemption  in  its  own  case,  and  on  them  base  justification  of  refusal 
to  8€dl  and  the  interposition  of  ail  possible  legal  obstructions  to 
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seizui'e  by  impressment.  The  machinery  of  the  act  is  ill  adapts  to 
the  settlement  of  the  questions  that  arise  on  such  impressment,  and 
pretexts  are  readily  found  by  the  corporation  for  obtaining  injunc- 
tions and  suspendhkg  all  action  on  the  proTerblally  tedious  proceed- 
ing of  a  suit  in  chancery.  Local  influences  combine,  too,  to  thwart 
and  delay  action,  and  more  than  once  the  gravest  consequences  to  the 
Confederacy  have  been  risked  by  inability,  at  the  juncture,  to  over- 
t  come  such  impedimenta  and  command  the  required  rails.  The  impress- 
ment of  slaves,  too,  should  be  regulated  so  as  to  secure  uniformity  in 
collection  and  to  relieve  the  authorities  from  dependence  on  the  State 
agencies.  These  agencies  do  not  generally  operate  with  promptitude 
and  efBciency,  and  sometimes  prove  frustrative  or  abortive. 

Appointments  have  been  made  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
June  14,  1864,  providing  for  the  establishment  and  payment  of 
claims  for  a  certain  description  of  property  taken  or  informally 
impressed  for  the  use  of  the  Army."  In  many  instances  the  agents 
selected  have  refused  to  accept,  and  it  has  been  impracticable  to 
secure  others  competent,  in  consequence  of  the  wholly  inadequate 
compensation  offered,  which  will  pay  a  fraction  only  of  the  expenses 
to  be  actually  incurred.  It  is  not  probable  the  law  can  be  executed 
by  the  period  prescribed,  the  Ist  of  January  next,  and  it  should  be 
continued  with  a  more  equitable  remuneration  to  the  agents. 

During  the  last  year  a  few  peraons  have  gone  to  the  United  States 
without  permission  from  the  Confederate  authorities.  Some  of  these 
have  no  design  hostile  to  the  Confederacy,  but  others  leave  as  inform- 
ers and  as  enemies.  In  some  cases  the  act  is  treasonable,  in  others 
more  venial.  A  law  is  necessary  to  punish  the  cases  which  do  not 
amount  to  treason  under  existing  laws. 

An  appropi*iation  was  made  in  February  Jast  for  the  payment  for 
loss  of  slaves  who  have  been  impressed  by  the  Confederate  authori- 
ties or  under  State  laws  for  the  use  of  the  Confederate  Government, 
and  while  engaged  in  laboring  on  the  public  defenses  have  escaped  to 
the  enemy,  or  died,  or  contracted  diseases  which  have  after  their  dis- 
charge resulted  fatally.  The  act  of  Congress  did  not  provide  for  the 
mode  of  ascertaining  tiiese  losses  and  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  money 
from  the  Treasury.  Besides  the  slaves  impressed,  there  is  a  class  of 
slaves  who  were  received  by  contract  and  others  under  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  17th  February  last,  by  the  consent  of  the  owner, 
upon  the  condition  that  the  Confederate  Government  should  indem- 
nify for  loss  in  cases  similar  to  those  mentioned  in  the  appropria- 
tion bill  above  quoted.  I  recommend  that  an  act  be  passed  for  the 
adjustment  of  all  these  claims,  and  that  the  mode  of  adjustment 
be  prescribed. 

In  view  of  the  more  numerous  uses  to  which  negroes  are  being  put, 
in  connection  with  our  armies,  as  well  as  of  the  proposition  already 
considered  of  employing  them  as  troops,  it  seems  not  inappropriate  to 
examine  the  legislation  and  policy  of  our  enemies  in  reference  to  the 
recruitment  of  their  armies  from  the  same  race,  and  especially  from 
our  negro  slaves.  In  July,  1862,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
passed  their  act  to  suppress  insurrection,  to  punish  treason  and 
rebellion,  to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of  rebels,  and  for  other 
purposes."  The  traitora  under  this  act  arc  all  those  concerned  in  the 
war  between  the  United  States  and  the  Confederate  States.  The  per- 
sons attainted,  and  whose  property  was  confiscated,  are  those  who 
held  any  office  of  honor,  or  trust,  or  agency  under  the  Confederate 
Government,  or  any  of  the  States,  or  in  any  municipality,  or  who  may 
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be  in  anywise  engaged  or  concerned  in  the  armed  rebellion  to  the 
authority  of  the  United  States.  ITie  liberation  of  their  slaves  was  to 
be  H  consequence  of  their  conviction,  and  the  slaves  of  all  such  per- 
sons who  might  escai)e  or  desert,  or  might  be  captured,  or  who  might 
fall  within  the  places  occupied  by  the  arms  of  the  United  States, 
were,  by  the  act  of  Congrese,  liberated.  The  President  was  author- 
ized "  to  employ  as  many,  persons  of  African  descent  as  he  might 
deem  necessary  and  proper  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  and 
to  organize  and  use  them  as  he  judged  best  for  the  public  welfare." 
Thi»  act  of  Congress  was  followed  by  the  proclamations  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Unitetl  States  of  the  22d  September,  1862,  and  of  the  Ist 
of  January,  1863,  in  the  last  of  which  he  ordered  and  declared  that 
'*  all  persons  held  as  slaves  in  designated  States  and  parts  of  States 
are,  and  henceforward  should  be,  free,"  and  "that  the  Executive 
Gcvernment  of  the  United  States,  including  the  military  and  naval 
authorities,  will  recognize  and  maintain  their  freedom."  The  enlist- 
ment  of  a  lai^  number  of  slaves  within  the  Confederate  States  into 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  followed  upon  these  acts. 
It  was  justly  regarded  by  the  Confederate  Government  as  a  departure 
from  the  usages  of  nations  and  an  abandonment  of  the  rules  of  civil- 
ijsed  warfare.  In  the  better  times  of  the  United  States  their  Execu- 
tive Qovemment  had  stigmatized  conduct  similar,  but  far  more  venial, 
"  as  a  warfare  disclaiming  all  moral  influence,  and  inflicting  an  out- 
rage upon  social  order,  and  giving  a  shock  to  the  very  elements  of 
humanity."  "All  belligerent  nations,"  it  declared,  "can  form 
alliances  with  the  savage,  the  African,  and  the  bloodhound;  but  what 
civilized  nation  has  selected  these  auxiliaries  in  its  hostilities?" 

If  there  were  any  legal  proposition  that  had  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  that  people  it  was  that  the  Federal  Government  had  no  power 
to  abolish  slavery  in  any  of  the  States.  The  proclamation  of  their 
President  does  not  proceed  from  any  authority  derived  from  the  Con- 
stitution, but  upon  the  as8ume<l  power  to  extend  martial  law  over  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  and  the  Confederate  States.  And  the 
nsnrpation  even  extends  beyond  this,  for  martial  law  has  reference 
to  military  operations  and  military  relations.  Its  authority  is  tempo- 
rary and  abnonnal,  and  deals  with  the  events  of  a  season;  but  this 
is  an  imperial  edict,  determining  arbitrarily  upon  civil,  social,  and 
domestic  institutions  and  relations  for  all  time.  For  a  term  subse- 
quent to  the  independence  of  the  United  States  negro  slavery  was 
recognized  among  all  the  United  States  as  a  valid  relation,  and  its 
commercial  population  participated  in  the  profits  of  the  African  slave 
trade,  under  the  laws  of  the  Union,  within  the  present  century.  The 
ratio  upon  which  representation  in  one  branch  of  their  Congress  and 
direct  taxes  are  apportioned  is  adjusted  upon  a  recognition  of  the 
existeneu  of  a  race  of  bondsmen  within  the  limits  of  the  Union. 
Their  highest  judicial  tribunal  has  determined  that  slavery  and  the 
flave  tn^e  are  not  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  that  the  vol- 
QDtary  removal  of  slaves  by  a  master  to  a  State  where  slavery  does 
not  exist  does  not  prevent  the  renewal  of  the  relation  between  mas- 
ter and  slave  upon  their  return  to  the  State  of  their  origin  or  domicile. 
The  diplomatic  correspondence  and  the  solemn  treaties  of  the  United 
States  show  reclamations  for  escaping  slaves,  abducted  in  time  of  war 
and  peace,  and  the  recognition  of  those  claims  by  a  foreign  power, 
and  the  payment  of  indemnity  for  the  use  of  the  masters  to  the  Fed- 
eral Government.    At  this  time  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
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contains  a  stipulation  for  the  return  of  slaves  escaping  to  one  State 
from  their  owner  in  another  State  upon  his  claim.  The  principle  that 
a  slave  withdrawn,  from  his  master  in  war  or  peace,  by  desertion,  cap- 
ture, or  other  act  not  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  the  State,  or  the  will 
of  the  master,  does  not  change  his  condition  within  the  State  to  which 
he  belongs,  or  prevent  the  right  of  the  master  from  attaching  upon 
his  recapture,  is  not  an  exceptional  or  limited  one.  The  munici- 
pal laws  of  one  State  have  no  more  authority  nor  recognition  within 
the  limits  of  another  than  it  is  compatible  with  the  laws  or  policy  of 
that  State  to  allow.  And  it  wouM  be  contrary  to  the  universal  usage 
and  practice  of  nations  for  one  nation  to  permit  another,  and  that 
other  an  enemy,  to  abrogate,  impair,  or  modify  relations  between 
classes  or  individuals  of  her  population,  in  time  of  war,  by  any  change 
in  their  resistance,  forced  or  voluntary.  The  principle  of  the  jus  post 
liminium  in  regard  to  persons  such  as  slaves,  serfs,  villains,  deserters, 
or  other  persons  to  whom  it  is  in  any  wise  applicable  has  been  uni- 
formly applied  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  as  to  slaves  was  the 
law  of  Athens  and  of  Rome,  and  from  their  jurisprudence  has  passed 
into  the  laws  of  European  nations. 

The  enlistment  of  slaves  as  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Stat^ 
had  but  a  single  object.  The  actof  Congress  and  proclamations  which 
authorized  it  were  formed  to  destroy  political  government  and  civil 
society  in  the  Confederate  States.  By  declaring  all  oflBcers  and  agents 
of  Confederate,  State,  and  municipal  governments  to  be  outlaws, 
incapable  of  holding  or  transferring  property,  and  subject  to  igno- 
minious banishment,  and  declaring  slaves  to  be  emancipated  and 
suitable  for  service  in  their  armies,  they  sought  an  entire  overthrow 
of  their  social  order,  and  determined  this  should  be  a  war  of  massa- 
cres and  confusions,  and  not  the  highest  trial  of  right  between  the 
peoples.  It  had  become  a  princifile  among  Christian  sovereigns  that, 
however  they  might  prosecute  their  quarrel  and  debates  by  arms  and 
acts  of  hostility,  and  though  they  might  seek  the  ruin  and  overthrow 
of  the  forces  of  the  State,  yet  they  would  so  direct  their  passions  as  to 
preserve  the  life  and  good  name  of  each  other.  But  from  the  begin- 
ning our  enemy  has  prosecuted  the  war  with  murderous  design  to  take 
the  life  and  to  destroy  the  fame  of  the  peoples  of  the  Confederate  States. 
The  crimes  which  determined  the  colonies  to  separate  from  Great 
Britain  and  to  denounce  her  King  as  a  tyrant  unworthy  to  rnle  a  free 
people  are  those  which  have  been  committed  against  us,  under  cir- 
cumstances of  tenfold  atrocity  in  the  existing  war  by  our  enemy. 
"He  has  plundered  our  seas,  ravaged  our  coasts,  burnt  our  towns, 
and  destroyed  the  lives  of  our  people.  He  is  at  this  time  transport- 
ing large  fiirmies  of  foreign  mercenaries  to  complete  the  work  of  death 
and  desolation  and  tyranny  already  begun,  with  circumstances  of 
cruelty  and  perfidy  scarcely  paralleled  in  the  most  barbarous  ages. 
He  has  excited  domestic  insurrection  among  us."  Private  property 
is  wantonly  destroyed;  female  honor  outraged;  whole  districts  of 
unarmed  and  unresisting  population  are  ravaged  and  laid  waste;  old 
men,  helpless  women,  weak  and  feeble  children,  the  infirm  and  super- 
annuated slave  x>opulation  have  been  exposed  to  starvation  and  mis- 
ery by  the  systematic,  cruel,  and  persevering  effort  to  destroy  the  food 
and  raiment  of  an  entire  people.  A  war  conducted  on  such  princi- 
ples, with  such  objects  and  by  such  alliances,  involved,  necessarily, 
the  abandonment  of  all  laws,  usages,  conventions,  mitigating  influ- 
ences, or  humanizing  considerations  and  restraints.  The  enemy  who 
adopts  such  a  system  proclaims  in  advance  his  desire,  as  well  as  his 
design,  that  the  war  shall  become  one  for  mutual  extermination.  In 
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a  contest  with  such  an  enemy  the  Confederacy  may  exeroise  a  very 
liberal  discretion  in  the  employment  of  any  agencies  or  instrumen- 
talities that  ai*e  within  their  reach  for  the  public  defense.  Should, 
therefore,  either  policy  or  necessity  dictate  it  the  enlistment  of  slaves 
or  any  offer  population  as  auxiliaries  would  be  entirely  justified  by 
the  atrocities  that  we  have  sutfered.  It  would  be  impossible  to  find 
any  ally  so  unrestrained  as  the  enemy  against  whom  he  would  be 
employed. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

ESTIMATES. 

Ck>NFEDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WaR  DEPARTMENT, 

Bichmondt  October  8,  J864. 
I  estimate  that  there  will  be  required  for  the  incidental  and  coi.- 
tingent  expenses  of  the  Ai-my  during  the  six  months  commencing 
January  1,  1865,  and  endlns:  June  30,  1865,  the  sum  of  1250,000. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

E^imaie  for  the  War  Department  and  fts  bureawi  for  the  half  year 
ending  June  30,  1865. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

There  are  at  present  employed  260  clerks,  but  in  consequence  of 
the  rapid  increase  of  the  business  of  the  Government  I  would  suggest 
that  an  appropriation  be  asked  for  the  payment  of  at  least  300. 
These,  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  Assistant  Secretary,  chief  of 
bureau,  disbursing  clerk,  and  five  messengers,  will  require,  at  the 
present  rates  paid,  under  the  head  of  "Compensation  of  Secretary  of 
War,  Assistant  Secretary,  chief  of  bureau,  clerks,  messengers,"  ^c, 
1615,750. 

Under  the  present  high  charges  I  must  suggest  that  the  contingent 
fund  be  increased,  viz,  for  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the 
War  Department,  $175,000. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ALFRED  CHAPMAN, 
JMsburmng  Clerk^  War  Department. 

Approved. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Estimate  for  funda. 


Time  estiinnted  for. 


S3x  mootha  oommencinfc  the  Isl  day  of  Jan- 
nsn-  nd  poding  30t1i  da.v  of  J  uii«,  IfW. 

Kiir  the  Hacal  jemr  

Far  the  IMS  of  tbe  AtlJnMiit  auil  IiMtwctor 
Gaeral'a  ItopartauMt,  C.  S.  Amy. 


Toul 


For  what  piirpoae.  Auoant. 


Stationery  or  all  kinds    $15,000 

I'ostago   T.oiN) 

Telegraphiog  \  »,W>0 

Carpenter's  work  |       0.  SOD 

Furniture  

Watohmen's  salary  

Hire  of  porters  

I&dden lal  and  uiacellaneous  expenaeo  . . . 


8,500 
8,000 
5,000 
6,000 


52,000 
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I  certify  on  honor  that  the  above  estimate  is  correct  and  just,  »nd 
that  the  fund-s  are  I'equired  to  meet  the  contingent  expenses  of  this 
office  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1865. 

S.  COOPEK, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  (%neral. 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oenbral's  Office, 

September  29,  186^. 

Approved. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

A. 

Estimate  of  the  amount  required  by  the  Quartermatter's  Department  for  di»- 
buraement  for  the  public  service  of  that  department  for  9ix  months,  covimenc- 
ing  January  X  ana  ending  June  30, 1865. 

EEOULAB  SUPPUKS. 

First.  For  the  re^nlar  supplies  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department, 
consisting  of  fnel  for  the  officers,  enlisted  men,  gnard,  hospital 
store-houses,  and  officers ;  of  forage  in  kind  for  the  horses,  mules, 
and  oxen  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  at  the  several 
posts  and  stations  and  with  the  armies  in  the  field,  and  for  the 
authorized  nnmher  of  officers*  horses,  horses  for  the  several 
corps  of  artillery,  including  hedding  for  the  animals ;  of  straw 
for  soldiers'  bedding,  and  of  stationery,  including  hlank  boote 
for  the  Quartermaster's  Depai-tment,  certificates  tor  discharged 
soldiers,  blank  forms  for  the  Pay  and  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ments, and  for  printing  of  division  and  department  orders  and 
reports:  , 

Forage...   $44,649,720.00 

Fuel   7,272,115.00 

Straw   2,743.282.00 

Stationery   1, 726, 900. 00 

  $56,390,027.00 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

For  the  incidental  exiwnses  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department, 
consisting  of  postage  on  letters  and  {tackages  receiTea  and  sent 
by  officers  of  the  Army  on  public  seiTice ;  expenses  of  coiurts- 
martial  and  courts  of  inquiry,  including  the  additional  compen- 
sation of  judge-advocates,  recorders,  members,  and  witnesses, 
while  on  that  service,  under  the  act  March  16, 1863 ;  extra  pay  to 
soldiers  employed  under  the  direction  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  in  the  erection  of  barracks,  uuarters,  store-houses, 
and  hospitals;  in  the  coostruction  of  roads  and  other  constant 
labor  for  periods  of  not  less  than  ten  days,  under  the  acts  of 
An^roiit  4, 1854,  and  Hay  1,  1868,  includii^  those  ehiployedat 
diTudcm  and  department  neadqnarters ;  expenses  of  expresses  to 
and  from  the  frontier  posts  and  stations  and  armies  in  the  field, 
of  escorts  to  paymasters  and  other  disbursing  officers,  and  to 
trains  where  military  escorts  cannot  be  furnished ;  expenses  of 
the  interment  of  officers  killed  in  battle  or  who  may  die  when 
on  duty  in  the  field,  or  at  the  posts  on  the  frontiers,  or  at  other 
posts  and  jplaces  when  orderea  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  of 
non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers;  authorized  ofSce  fomi- 
tnre,  hire  of  laborers  in  the  Qnartermaster's  Department, 
including  the  hire  of  interrreters  and  guides  for  the  Army ; 
compensation  to  clerks  of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment; compensation  of  wa«on  and  forage  masters;  for  the 
apprehension  of  deserters  and  expenses  incident  to  their  pursuit ; 
the  purchase  of  traveling  forges,  blacksmiths'  and  shoeing  tools, 
horse  and  mule  shoes,  and  nails,  iron  and  steel  for  shoeing,  hire 
oi  veterinary  Borgeons,  medicines  for  horses  and  mules,  picket 
ropes,  and  for  dioeing  the  horses  of  the  corps  named   8,218,160.00 
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TBANSPOBTATION  OF  OFFICBBS'  BAOOAOE. 

For  mileage  or  the  allowance  made  to  oflScers  of  the  Army  for  the 
transportation  of  themselres  and  their  ba£^;age  when  traveling 
on  duty  without  troops,  escorts,  or  supplies    $S00, 000. 00 

TBANSPOBTATION  OF  THOOFS  AHD  SUPPLIES. 

For  transportation  of  the  Army,  including  the  baggage  of  the 
troops,  when  moving  either  by  land  or  water ;  of  clothing  and 
camp  and  garrison  equipage  from  the  several  depots  to 
the  troops  in  the  field ;  of  horse  equipments  and  snbsifit- 
ence  from  the  places  of  purchase  and  from  the  places  of 
delivery  under  contracts  to  such  places  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  service  may  require  them  to  be  sent ;  of  ordnance  stores 
and  small-arms  from  the  foundries  and  armories  to  the  arsenals, 
fortifications,  frontier  posts,  and  army  depots ;  freights,  wharf- 
age, tolls,  and  ferriages;  the  purchase  and  hire  of  horses, 
mnles,  and  oxen,  and  the  purchase  and  r^wir  of  wagons,  carts, 
and  drays,  and  of  ships  and  other  sea-gomg  vessels,  and  boats 
required  for  the  transportation  of  supplies  and  for  garrison 
purposes;  for  drayage  and  cartage  at  the  several  posts,  hire  of 
teamsters,  transportation  of  funds  for  the  Pay  and  other  dis- 
bursing departments,  the  expense  of  sailing  public  transports  on 
the  vanous  rivers,  and  for  procuring  water  at  such  posts  as, 
from  their  situation,  reauire  it  to  be  brought  from  a  distance, 
and  for  clearing  roads,  harbors,  and  rivers  to  the  extent  which 
may  be  required  for  the  actual  operations  of  the  troops   6S,  007, 488. 88 

BARRACKS  AND  tJUARTBRS. 

For  hire  or  commutation  of  quarters  for  offtcers  on  military  duty ; 
hire  of  quarters  for  tiie  troops,  of  store-houses  for  the  aaie- 
keeping  of  military  goods,  of  groimds  for  summer  cantonments 
and  for  temporary  frontier  stationB;  rents  and  repairs  of 
wharves  for  hutting  troops,  and  for  repairing,  altermg,  and 
enlarging  buildings  at  the  established  posts,  and  for  the  pur- 
chase of  materials  therefor  ,   8, 768, 000. 00 

CLOTHING  AND  CAMP  AND  GARRISON  EQUIPAGE. 

For  the  purchase  of  the  necessary  materials  for  clothing  and  camp 
and  garrison  equipage,  and  for  pay  for  labor,  &o.,  necessary 
to  the  fabrication  of  the  same   ^,  633, 974. 00 

PROPERTY  IMPRESSED. 

To  pay  for  property  impressed  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate 
States  under  appraisement,  and  said  property  having  either 
been  lost  or  apphed  to  the  {mblic  service   1,000,000.00 

HORSES  KILLED. 

To  pay  for  horses  of  volunteers  killed  in  battle,  under  act  No.  48, 
section  7,  and  for  which  provision  is  to  be  made   3, 000, 000. 00 

PRISONERS  OF  WAR. 

Hire'of  priscms  for  the  safe-keeping  of  prisoners  of  war,  offices, 
&c..actof  Hay  31,1861   800,000.00 

TAX  IN  KIND, 

For  the  hire  of  clerks,  agents,  teamsters,  laborers  and  employds, 
rent  of  offices  and  store-houses,  purchase  of  material,  labor  for 
boilding  store-houses,  incidental  expenses  required  in  collect- 
ing and  receiving  the  tax  in  kind   4, 135, 800. 00 


Total   .  186,186,944.33 


Digitized  by 


774  .  COKREBPONDENCE,  ETC. 

POKH  OF  APPROPRIATION. 

For  service  of  the  Qnartermaeter'n  Department..  $186,186^944.38 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermtuter-Oeneral. 

Quarterhabter-General's  Office, 

RUshmond.  October  8,  J864. 

Approred. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  H'ar. 


B. 

EMmate  of  the  amount  required  to  pay  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  for  six 
months,  from  the  Jst  of  January  to  the  30th  of  June,  1866. 

ONE  CORPS  OP  ARTILLERY. 

1  colonel,  $S10  per  month   $310 

2  lieutenant-colonelfl,  $185  per  month   870 

13  majors,  $163  per  month   1,944 

40  captains,  $140  per  month   5, 600 

80  first  lieutenants,  $100  per  month   8,000 

40  second  lieutenants,  $90  per  month    S,  600 

4  assistant  quartermasters.  $140  per  month   560 

4  assistant  commissaries,  $140  per  month   560 

4  surgeons,  $162  per  month     648 

8  assistant  surgeons,  $110  per  month   880 

40  first  sergeants,  $27  per  month   1 , 080 

160  sergeants,  $24  per  month   3, 840 

160  conwralB,  $20  iter  month   8,200 

80  buglers,  920  per  month   1, 800 

40  farriers,  $20  per  month   800 

40  blacksmiths,  $20  per  mtinth   800 

3,440  privates,  $19  per  month   65,360 

4  qnmermaster-eergeants,  $28  per  month   IIS 

4  se^^eant-majors,  ^  per  month   119 

4  chief  bnglers,  $^  per  month   112 

4  adjutants,  $110  per  montii   440 

Pay  for  one  month   09, 828 

One  oorpB  tor  six  months    608,968 

Six  corps  for  six  months  _ . .    $8, 593, 808 

ONE  BBOIMBinr  OF  CAVALRY. 

1  colonel,  $810  per  month   $210 

1  lieutenant-colonel,  $185  per  month   165 

1  major,  $162  per  month  _ . ,   162 

10  captains,  $140  per  month   1, 400 

10  first  lieutenants,  $100  per  month   1,000 

20  second  lieutenants,  $90  per  month   1, 800 

1  sui^eon,  $163  per  month   162 

2  assistant  surgeons,  $110  per  month   320 

10  first  sergeants,  $27  per  month   370 

40  sergeants,  $24  per  monlii   960 

40  corporals,  $20  per  month   800 

30  buglers,  $20  per  month    400 

10  farriers,  $20  per  month   200 

10  blacksmiths,  $30  per  month   200 

600  privates,  $19  per  month   11,400 
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1  quartermaster-sergeant,  $28  per  month   928 

1  sergeant-major,  $^  per  month   38 

1  chief  bugler,  $3i8  per  month     38 

I  adjutant,  $110  per  month   110 

1  asmstant  quartermaBter,  $140  per  month   140 

1  aaeistant  commiasaiy,  $140  per  month    140 

40  cents  per  day  for  use  and  nsk  of  horse  one  month   8, 796 

Pay  for  one  regiment  one  month   28,689 

Pay  for  one  l-egiment  six  months  . .  _   171, 884 

Pay  for  104  regiments  six  months  $17,870, 736 

ONE  REQIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

1  colonel,  $105  per  month   $10S 

1  lieutenant-colonel,  $170  per  month   170 

1  major,  $150  per  month   150 

10  captains,  $130  per  month   1,300 

10  fii-st  lieutenants,  $90  per  month  -   900 

20  second  lieutenants ,  $80  per  month   1 , 600 

1  suz^^n,  $163  per  month   163 

2  assistant  surgeons,  $U0  per  month   330 

1  assistant  quartermaster,  $140  per  month  ,   140 

1  assistant  commissary,  $140  per  month   140 

1  adjutant,  $100  per  month   100 

1  sergeant-major,  $38  per  month   38 

1  quartermaster-sergeant,  $38  per  month   28 

1  principal  musician,  $28  per  month   28 

10  first  sergeants,  $24  per  mont^   340 

40  sergeants,  $24  per  month   060 

40  coi^porals,  $80  per  month   800 

20  musicians,  $19  per  month   380 

flOO  privates,  $18  per  month   10, 800 

I  ensign,  $90  per  month   90 

Pay  for  one  month   18, 461 

Pay  for  six  months    110,766 

Pay  for  six  months,  547  regiments   60, 580, 003 

FIELD  AND  STAFF. 

300  generals,  $500  per  month  $100, 000 

400  aides-de-camp,  $135  per  month   54,  OOU 

163  brigade  quartermasters,  $162  per  month   26, 400 

159  brigade  commissaries,  $162  per  month                   . .   35,758 

500  chaplains,  $80  per  month   40, 000 

73  cadets,  $90  per  month  .*   6,570 

Pay  for  one  month   258, 784 

I^y  for  six  months  ,   1,516,404 

SIGNAL  COEPS. 

1  major,  $150  per  month   $150 

10  captains,  $130  per  month   1, 800 

10  first  lieutenants,  $90  per  month   900 

10  secfmd  lieutenants,  $80  per  month   800 

SO  sergeants,  $34  per  month   730 

Pay  for  one  mtmtfa    8, 870 

Pay  for  six  months   SS,S30 
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Same  as  one  regiment  of  infantry: 

Pay  for  one  mouth  918,461 

Pay  for  six  months   110.766 

Pay  for  six  months,  85  regiments    $3, 876, 810 

PAY  OF  OFFICERS  IN  RICHMOND. 


210.000 
TAX  IN  KIND. 

Pay  of  ofBcera,  Ac. ,  in  Teceiring  and  coUec;ting  the  tax  in  kind   1 , 226, 418 

Total     88,906,898 

FORM  OP  APPBOPRIATIOH. 

Pay  of  officers  and  privates  of  the  Army,  volunteers,  militia,  &c          88,  SOO,  898 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster-OeHeraZ. 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Riehmond,  Va.,  October  JO,  1864. 


Estimate  o/funda  required  for  the  purchtue  of  mlwMenw  8fore«  and  commuiaary 
property  for  six  nutntfu  ending  June  JS6S, 

For  rations  fur  400,000  men  for  181  days,  at  $3.02875  per  ration  $146, 519, 500 

For  edx  rations  tobacco  each  for  400,000  men,  at  93   4, 800, 000 

151,319,500 

There  will  be  fnmiBhed  from  the  tax  in  kind,  snbeistence  worth, 

say   81,319,500 

130,000,000 

Balance  estimated  to  credit  of  the  appropriation  on  January  1, 1865. .   70,000, 000 

50,000,000 

Amount  actually  requii-ed  to  b«  appropriated  bv  Coiigress, 
$50,000,000. 

The  balance  («70,000,000)  is  caused  by  the  fact  that  this  Bureau 
has  been  unable  to  obtain  for  the  Army  the  fall  ration  estimated  for. 
Re.spectf  ully  submitted. 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 
Commissary- General  of  Subsistence. 
Confederate  States  op  America,  Subsistence  Dept., 

Richmond,  Va.,  October  4,  18(i4. 

Approved. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Meal   75  pound*   95  por  buabel  

Flour  4SpouBda  |  50  cfinta  per  nound. 

Sail   2  fiiarta  j  $5  per  buBhel  

Ueuis   4  quarts   $6  per  bushel  

Kioe....   6  )>oun<ln  I  80  cents  per  pooml. 

CotTeo   Spoaiids  j  $5perpouD(1  

Sugar  '  12  pounds   93  pur  pound  

Vlnenr   4quarla  '  t8.30 per  jialloa...- 

Ca^vlea   l^ponnda  '  ISporpound  

Soap  ,  4  pounds   jfipcirpouiid  

Bacon  '  8UpoDiidii   $3  per  pound  

Beef   ^iMMinda   76  cenia par  pound. 

Sorghum   49gIUa   llOpergallon  


Auiouut. 


17.50 
22.50 

1.50 
30.00 
86.00 
S.W 
4.50 
4.00 
ft>.DO 
U.75 
14.0«1 


ToUl  ;  I  ;  202.371 


Estiviate  for  funds  required  for  ttie  Medical  D^Mrtment,  C.  S.  Army,  for  tite 
period  of  nix  months,  antimencing  January  1,  186S,  and  ending  June  30, 1865. 

For  purchase  of  medical  and  hospital  sapplies : 

Medicines   $8, 000, 000 

Instminents    200, 000 

Booka  for  hospital  and  regimental  records   100, 000 

Hospital  stores   .  -   2, 000, 000 

Bedding  _   2, 000, 000 

Fnrmtare,  dressings,  &c  ,  .  3,000,000 

  $14,800,000 

For  parchase  of  hospital  clothing  required  by  act  of  Congress  approved 
September  37,  1862,  entitled  "  An  act  to  better  provide  for  the  sick 

and  woanded  in  the  Army  in  hospitals"   000,000 

For  pnrchase  of  312.000  gidlons  ucoholic  stimulants  required  for 
Medical  Department',  for  medical  and  hospital  purposes,  for  an  army 

of  500,000  men   4, 000, 000 

For  establishment  and  snpport  of  military  hospitals   100. 000 

For  pay  of  private  physicians  employed  by  contract   250,000 

For  i>ay  of  nurses  and  cooks  not  listed  or  volunteer   850, 000 

For  pay  of  hospital  stewards  _  _   100, 000 

For  pay  of  mati-ons,  assistant  matrons,  and  ward  matrons   350, 000 

For  pay  of  -ward-masters   300,000 

For  pay  of  hospital  laundresses  ,   150, 000 

Total   30,300,000 

S.  P.  MOORE, 
Surgeon-Oeneral  O.  S.  Army. 

COKFBDKRATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  SUBOEON-GENERAL'S  OpPICE, 

Richmond,  Va. 

Approved. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


EaHmate  of  funds  required  by  the  Ordnance  Department,  C.  S,  Army,  from 
January  1, 1866,  to  June  30, 1866. 

For  ordnance  service  in  all  its  branches,  $80,000,000,  namely : 

For  service  at  arsenals,  armories,  and  depots   $15, 000, 000 

For  purchase  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  abroad   6,000,000  ■ 

For  purchase  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  in  the  Confed- 
eracy  5,000,000 

For  service  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department   5, 000, 000 

80,000.000 

J.  QOBGAS, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Ordnance. 

Approved. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON. 

Secretary  of  War. 

Digitized  by  Google 


778 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


Richmond,  October  10,  JS64 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

■   ^Secretary  of  War: 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  applicatioa  may  be  made  U» 
Con^-ess  for  an  appropriation  of  $15,000,000,  to  be  expended  **for 
the  purpose  of  making  purchases  of  cotton,  naval  stores,  and  other 
produce,  under  the  direction  of  the  .  President,  to  meet  the  enga^ 
ments-of  the  Government,  and  to  purchase  necessary  army,  navy, 
and  other  supplies." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  L.  BAYNE, 
Lieutenant'Cdond,  in  Charge  of  Cotton  and  Foreign  Supplies. 

Approved. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON,  . 

Secretary  of  War. 


Confederate  States  of  Ambbica, 

War  Department,  Engineer  Bureau, 

Richmond,  Fo.,  October  1364. 

lion.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir:  I  respectfully  request  that  the  following  may  be  inserted  aft*r 
the  word  "  laws,"  in  the  estimate  for  loss  of  slaves,  submitted  by  this 
office,  "  or  voluntarily  sent  to  the  Confederate  authorities,  and 
accepted  by  them,  without  other  special  contract,"  which  estimate 
will  then  read  as  follows: 

Estimate  for  loss  of  slaves  wl  ich  have  been  impressed  by  Confederate 
anthorities,  or  imder  State  laws,  or  Toltmtanly  sent  to  the  Confed- 
erate authorities,  and  accepted  by  them,  without  other  special  con- 
tract, for  the  use  of  the  Confederate  Government,  and  while  engaged 
in  laboring  on  the  public  defenses  or  other  public  works  have 
escaped  to  the  enemy,  or  died,  or  contracted  diaeaseB  which  have, 
after  their  discharge,  resulted  fatally   $1 ,500, 000 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Mc^r-OenercU  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 

Approved. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Engineer  Bureau,  Sepiemher  SO,  I864. 

Estimate  for  engineer  service  in  all  its  branches,  inclading  the 
collection  and  distributitm  of  railroad  inm,  fOT  the  abc  mcmUis 
commencing  January  1  and  ending  June  SO,  1865  $10, 000, 000 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Major-Qeneral  and  Chief  Engineer  Bureaii. 

Approved. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Enoinbbr  Bureau,  September  SO^  186^. 

Estimate  for  loss  of  slaves  which  have  been  impressed  by  Confederate  . 
authorities  or  nnder  State  laws  for  the  nse  of  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment, and  while  engf^ed  in  laboring  on  the  public  defenses 
have  escaped  to  tha  enemy,  or  died,  or  contracted  diseases  which 
have,  after  their  discharge,  resnlted  fatally  $1,  .500, 000 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Major-Oeneral  and  Chief  Engineer  Bureau. 

Approved. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Ettimate  of  fuada  required  for  niter  and  mintnj^  service  for  six  vumtha, 
commenetng  January  1  and  ending  June  SO,  1865. 

Niter  $2,500,000 

Iron,  cast  and  rolled   6, 500, 000 

Lead   1,700,000 

Copper   1,800,000 

Other  metals     600,000 

Total  required.       12,600,000 

Beepectfolly  submitted. 

I.  M.  ST.  JOHN. 
Cciond  and  Chief  Bureau. 

Approved. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Approjrimate  ettimate  of  the  expenses  of  conscription  and  of  tlte  arrest  and  return 
of  deserters  and  absentees  arid  all  the  services  assigned  to  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
acriptitm,  induding  pay  of  officers,  supporting  forces,  mileage,  postage,  station- 
erg,  telegrams,  offitk  rents,  fud,  and  extraordinary  and  contingent  expenses,  in 
the  States  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Oeorgia,  Alabama, 
Mian$»ipin,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Florida,  and  East  Louisiana  for  six  months, 
eommenevig  January  1, 1866,  and  ending  June  SO,  1866. 


Virginia   $257,828 

North  Carolina,  t   325, 865 

South  CaroUna   187, 888 

Oeorgia   408,440 

Alabama  .      408,440 

Mississippi   408, 440 

Tennenee   100,000 

Kentucky   100,000 

Florida   100,000 

Eart  Louisiana   75,000 

Bnreaa  at  Conscription  at  Richmond,  Va   44, 772 


QiBnd  total   8,486,114 


JOHN  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier-OenertU  and  Superintendent. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Bureau  of  CONSCRi»»noN, 

Richmond,  November  3,  1864- 

Hon.  J.  A.. Campbell, 

Aasistani  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  At  your  suggestion  I  have  collected  all  the  matter  concerning 
Greneral  Orders,  No.  73,  and  have  endeavored  to  organize  the  views 
of  the  President  in  the  form  of  a  general  order.  The  effort  to  pare 
and  patcli  No.  73  into  adtninistrative  shape  will  only  serve  to  confuse 
and  retard  tlie  public  service  and  carry  us  farther  away  from  the 
Executive  idea.  The  simplest  form  I  can  give  the  expression  of  that 
idea  is,  that  the  reserve  forces  are  to  be  used  to  aid  and  enforce  but 
not  to  direct  or  control  conscription.  To  aid  and  enforce  efficiently 
requires  the  right  of  supervision  of  inspection  and  report  thereon. 
For  efficient  supervision  and  inspection,  officers  under  the  immediate 
orders  of  the  chiet  of  reserves  are  necessary.  To  avoid  giving  the 
direction  and  control  of  consQription  to  the  chief  of  reserves  and  retain 
them  In  the  Bureau  of  Conscription,  It  is  necessary  that  the  matter 
to  be  investigated,  the  mode  of  investigation,  and  the  decision  of  the 
cases  should  be  exclusively  with  the  Bureau.  The  matter  is  indicated 
by  law,  the  mode  is  the  conscript  organization  heretofore  instituted, 
and  the  instructions  for  its  operations  and  the  decision  is  to  be  made 
by  the  chief  of  that  organization  under  the  Secretary  of  War.  Now, 
for  this  investigation  and  furnishing  the  means  for  decision,  it  is  nec- 
essary that  the  agencies  should  be  officers  immediately  and  exclu- 
sively under  the  orders  of  the  chief  as  representing  tlie  Secretary.  I 
have  endeavored  to  cover  all  this  and  give  administrative  expression 
to  it  in  the  form  of  a  general  order.  I  believe  tliat  form  covers  the 
Pi-esident's  purpose,  and  if  adopted  I  am  confident  it  can  be  exe- 
.  cuted  promptly  and  with  the  best  results  to  the  public  service. 

I  have  the  h<Htor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  and  Superintendent. 

[Inelostirs.] 

Sketch  of     1  Confederate  States  of  America, 
General  Orders,  V  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

No.—.         )  Richmond,  Va.,  ,  ISfJ^. 

I.  Paragraphs  I,  II,  III,  and  IV,  of  General  Orders,  No.  73,  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  General's  Office,  current  series,  are  hereby  revoked. 

II.  Generals  commanding  reserves  will  hereafter  supervise  the 
conduct  and  proceedings  of  officers  employed  in  the  enrolling  service 
in  their  respective  States,  and  report  the  same  through  the  Bureau  of 
Conscription  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

III.  The  office  of  Congressional  district  enrolling  officer  is  abol- 
ished, and  generals  commandii^  reserves  will  assign  to  duty  in  each 
Congressional  distrust  an  officer  of  the  reserve  force  as  inspector  of 
conscription.  Communications  from  local  or  county  enrolling  officers 
will  be  transmitted  direct  to  the  commandant  of  conscripts  and  by 
him  to  tlie  Bureau  of  Conscription  if  the  action  of  the  Bureau  is 
deemed  necessary  under  regulations  for  decision  of  the  matter. 

IV.  Generals  commanding  reserves  will  maintain  a  system  of  rigid 
inspection  in  the  matter  of  conscription  and  report  through  the  Bureau 
of  Conscription  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

V.  Generals  commanding  reserves  are  especially  charged  with  the 
arrest  and  return  of  all  deserters  and  al)sentees  from  the  Anny,'an<1 
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*m  that  service  will  employ  their  own  forces  and  the  enrolling  officers 
of  the  respective  States. 

VI.  So  soon  as  practicable  all  officers  and  men  now  employeil  in 
the  enrolling  service,  whether  as  enrolling  officers,  conscript  guards, 
clerks,  or  otherwise,  except  such  as  are  retired  or  assigned  to  light 
duty  by  the  medical  boards,  will  be  relieved  by  details  from  the  reserve 
forces  and  sent  to  the  field.  Generals  of  reserves  will  make  such 
details  npon  the  application  of  commandants  of  conscripts. 

VII.  All  applications  for  the  exemption  or  detail  of  men  not  actu- 
ally assigned  to  active  servicCy  embraced  in  the  act  of  February  14, 

"to  oi^anize  forces  for  the  war,"  or  applications  concerning  any 
matter  relating  to  conscription  which  by  General  Orders,  No.  20, 
current  series,  have  been  charged  upon  the  Bureau  of  Conscription, 
will  be  transmitted  by  commandants  of  conscripts  to  the  Bureau  of 
Conscription  for  final  decision  under  instructions  from  the  Secretary 
of  War.  Gienerals  commanding  reserves  have  no  authority  to  act 
upon  questions  of  exemptions  under  the  law,  or  of  the  detail  of 
anasfiigned  persons  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  or 
ot  the  detail  of  persona  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  eighteen, 
and  of  forty-five  Mid  fifty  years,  who  have  not  been  incorx>orated  with 
companies  of  reserves  as  actual  members  thereof.  Duplicates  of  the 
returns  made  by  the  commandants  of  conscripts  to  the  Bureau  of 
C'onscription  will  also  be  furnished  by  them  to  the  generals  of 
reserves. 

VIII.  Paragraph  III,  of  General  Orders,  No.  81,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General's  Ottioe,  current  series,  is  amended  so  as  to  read  as 
foHows: 

The  details  of  such  men,  called  out  by  General  Orders,  No.  77, 
current  series,  as  are  found  to  be  unfit  for  the  field  service  by  the 
proper  medical  boards  may  be  revived,  and  similar  details  may  be 
granted  to  light-duty  men  not  heretofore  detailed  by  the  Bureau  of 
Conscription. 


Bureau  op  Subsistence, 

Richmond^  November  ^,  186^, 

CoL  L.  B.  Northrop, 

Commissary  General  of  Subsistence : 

Sir:  On  the  18th  of  October  I  addressed  you  a  report  on  the  matter 
of  obtaining  supplies  from  abroad.  The  cause  of  that  report  was  a 
proposition  contained  in  a  letter  of  Maj.  S.  B.  French  on  the  propriety 
and  importance  of  extending,  so  far  as  your  Bureau  was  concerned, 
a  contract  with  Messrs.  Power,  Low  &  Co.  for  bringing  supplies  from 

I  the  islands  to  the  port  of  Wilmington,  which  proposition  you  referred 
to  me.  In  that  report  of  October  18  I  stated,  on  the  authority  of 
papers  in  the  office,  that  we  had  then  only  meat  rations  for  300,000 
men  (which  was  about  the  number  we  were  feeding)  for  twenty-five 
da]^  I  also  stated,  on  the  authority  of  a  letter  from  Major  French 
to  you,  dated  September  16,  that  **our  supply  of  meat  must  come 

I  from  abroad  if  it  be  got  at  all,"  and  that  there  was  meat  at  the  islands 
in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Crenshaw,  contractors,  and  also  a  certain 
unascertained  amount  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Power,  Low  &  Co., 
thwe  being  the  only  two  parties  from  whom  any  meat  could  be  expected 
60  far  as  I  knew.    I  further  showed  by  a  letter  and  report  of  Maj. 
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S.  V.  Reid  that  in  the  moon  from  August  24  to  September  19  only 
five  vessels  out  of  seventeen  had  brought  any  subsistence  for  our 
armies,  of  which  Messrs.  Power,  Low  &  Co.  owned  three,  the  fourth 
being  Messrs.  Crenshaw's,  and  the  fifth,  as  it  tarnfi  out,  running  from 
Halifax  with  the  option  of  fish  or  ballast. 

For  these  returns  and  other  matters  of  argument  set  forth  in  the 
report  T  recommended  that  the  contract  with  Messrs.  Power,  Low  A  Co. 
be  extended,  they  having  pledged  themselves  to  devote  one-third  to 
one-half  weight  capacity  of  certainly  five,  and  probably  seven,  vess^^Ls 
to  the  service  of  your  department,  and  having  been  guaranteed  by 
Colonel  Bayne  an  the  best,  or  among  the  best  and  most  reliable  con- 
tractors he  had,  whether  as  respects  integrity  or  capacity  to  fulfill 
their  contract. 

On  the  same  day,  along  with  you,  I  waited  on  tl»e  Honorable  Secre- 
tary of  War  and  submitted  the  report  to  him.  lie  objected  to  it,  but 
referred  it  to  Colonel  Bayne.  The  next  day  I  called  on  the  Secretary 
and  he  said  that  he  could  not  agree  to  the  renewal  or  extension  of  the 
contract;  but  on  my  remarking  that  Major  Bayne  had  authorized  me 
to  make  or  receive  other  proposals  he  referred  me  to  him.  I  then  saw 
Colonel  Bayne,  who,  objecting  to  any  pajTnent  in  cotton,  which  had 
been  the  stipulation  of  Power,  Low  &  Co.*8  contract,  authorized  me  to 
invite  proposals  from  those  gentlemen  and  to  make  any  contract  I 
might  please  with  them,  provided  it  was  payable  in  sterling  imd  not 
in  cotton. 

Subsequently,  in  company  with  Major  French,  I  met  and  conversed 
with  Colonel  Bayne,  who  again  authorized  me  to  make  any  bar^in  I 
might  please,  payable  in  sterling,  stating  {and  justly)  that  we  knew 
the  needs  of  our  department  better  than  he  could  do,  and  any  con- 
tract we  might  make  would  be  under  our  own  official  responsibility. 
Subsequently  he  made  the  remark  to  you  that  you  might  go  as  high 
as  1,000  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  the  articles. 

Thinking  it  my  duty  to  exhaust  every  effort  to  procure  supplies 
from  this  source,  I  invited  proposals  from  Messrs.  Power,  Low  &  Co., 
who  in  reply  have  this  day  submitted  a  triple  proposition  to  run  five 
or  more  vessels,  as  follows: 

First.  To  devote  one-third  to  one-half  their  weight  capacity  to  sub- 
sistence, the  balance  to  private  account,  at  the  rate  of  600  per  cent, 
on  cost  and  charges  (Government  paying  duties),  payable  in  London 
sterling  bills  at  $4.84  per  pound,  or  in  default  of  that,  payment  then 
in  compressed  cotton  at  6  pence  sterling  per  pound,  on  same  t-erms 
as  to  payment  and  profit  as  the  late  Davis-Fitzhugh  and  Power 
contracts. 

Second.  To  devote  one-third  to  one-half  weight  capacity  to  sub- 
sistence and  balance  to  quartermaster's  stores,  at  350  per  cent,  cost 
and  charges  and  on  same  conditions  as  above. 

Third.  To  renew  the  contract  of  Power,  Low  &  Co.,  devoting  same 
space  to  subsistence  as  above,  with  an  engagement  under  offer  first 
and  second  to  take  out  half  cargoes  of  cotton  for  Government  at  5 
pence  sterling  per  pound. 

I  submitted  this  paper  to  Colonel  Bayne  to  know  if  any  one  of  the 
propositions  made  would  meet  his  sanction,  as  it  would  have  been 
useless  to  negotiate  them  until  his  assent  could  hav«  been  obtained, 
and  nixing  his  immediate  attention  to  it  within  the  next  three  days, 
as  the  state  of  the  moon  would  allow  no  longer  time,  and  the  condi- 
tions of  the  commissariat  made  it  vital  that  this  moon  should  be 
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av&iled  of.  To  that  paper  Colonel  Bayne  returned  the  following 
indorsement: 


BespectfnUy  returned  to  Colonel  Northrop,  Commissary-Oeneral.  I  do  not 
Uiink  that  either  proposition  shotdd  be  accepted.  The  first  is  preferable  for  the 
GoTemment.  Under  the  re^nlattons  the  Govemnient  has  the  right  to  load  half 
of  each  veeael  with  such  stores  as  it  may  desire  to  import,  and  under  the.  instruc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  will  direct  the  loading  of  any  proportion  of  com- 
missary stores  on  each  vessel  that  he  may  indicate.  At  present  I  nave  instructed 
Majors  Walker  and  HeyU^er  to  ship  a  good  supply  of  meat  on  each  vessel,  and 
bsve  requested  the  Gommissary-Qeneral  to  supply  them  with  funds  to  purchase 
ueat.  To  snpply  our  immediate  and  special  demand  for  meat  I  would  recom- 
mend that  the  Commissary-General  fix  aome  deflnitlTe  price  for  all  pork,  beef, 
bacon,  or  coffee  delivered  within  a  specified  time,  paying  for  the  same  in  sterling 
bills  of  $4.84. 

Tne  sterling  can  be  provided  ut>on  his  requisition  to  pay  for  all  stores  deliv- 
ered. I  consider  myself  instructed  by  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Treasury  to 
make  no  more  contracts  payable  in  cotton  at  Wilmingt^or  Charleston. 


Bearing  in  mind  that  except  about  3(X),(X)0  pounds  of  meat  (that  is 
l«  s&y,  about  ten  days'  supply  to  Array  of  Northern  Virginia)  no  more 
has  reached  port  since  18th  of  October,  I  bt^g  leave  to  observe — first, 
that  it  is  "  too  late  "  to  direct  the  loading  of  any  proportion  of  commis- 
sary stores  in  each  vessel  that  the  Commissary-General  may  indicate, 
if  it  is  to  be  done  now  for  the  first  time,  and  second, that  similarorders 
have  been  given  both  at  Nassau  and  Bermuda  without  bringing  in 
aaything  to  the  Bureau,  though  they  were  given  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  more  than  a  year  ago  and  have  been  repeated  at  intervals  from 
that  time  to  the  present. 

It  is  true  that  Colonel  Bayne  requested  you  to  supply  Major  Walker 
and  Mr.  Heyliger  at  Bermuda  and  Nassau,  respectively,  with  funds 
to  make  purchases,  and  they  were  accordingly  supplied — Major  Hey- 
liger with  £17,500,  who,  I  understand,  reports  that  he  cannot  buy  meat 
at  Nassau,  and  Major  Walker  with  £10,000,  in  return  for  which  there 
has  been  sent  three  loads  of  dried  codfish. 

The  recommendation  that  the  Commissary-General  fix  some  definite 
price  on  all  pork,  beef,  bacon,  or  coffee  *' delivered  within  a  specified 
time  "  cannot  be  adopted.  What  comes  in  jnust  be  subject  to  market 
ntes,  for  to  impress  one  cargo  is  to  exclude  all  others  of  like  character. 
But  even  if  otherwise,  to  purchase  imported  provisions  at  market 
rates  and  impress  domestic  products  by  schedule  would  render  it 
more  dif&cnlt  than  now,  if  possible,  to  draw  meat  from  its  hiding 
places.  And  j«  with  the  market  undisturbed  by  the  schedule  no 
meat  has  ever  been  brought  in,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  it  will 
come  at  less  rates  than  a  blockade-runner  is  willing  to  contract  for 
I  beforehand.  There  is  also  auoliier  quite  as  serious  objection,  to  be 
'  stated  hereafter. 

Whether  this  shall  be  the  end  of  efforts  in  this  direction,  or  rather 
in  all  directions,  to  get  meat  for  our  Army,  especially  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia,  is  for  you  to  say,  and  I  write  to  ask  your  instruc- 
tions in  that  respect.  I  cannot  advise  you,  if  I  may  have  the  right  or 
be  bound  in  duty  to  do  it,  to  attempt  it  on  any  other  basis  of  profit 
than  the  propositions  of  Messrs.  Power,  Low  &  Co.,  because  I  cannot 
'  iniagine  any  other  that  can  be  accepted  by  bidders,  and  no  other  has 
been  offered. 

The  expired  contract  of  Power,  Low  &  Co.,  I  am  bound  to  presume, 
a  fair  and  judicious  contract  at  the  time  it  was  made,  and  the 
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parties  are  stated  by  Colonel  Bayne  to  have  execute<l  it  fairly  and 
Uberally  to  the  Government.  That  contract  was  for  50  per  cent, 
profit  on  cost  and  charges,  with  payment  in  cotton  at  6  pence  per 
pound.  I  think  it  can  be  shown  tliat  the  profits  of  a  successful  run 
under  it  were  about  650  per  cent.,  on  which  basis  the  profiteonthe 
offer  of  one-half  to  one-third  weight  capacity  in  bacon  would  require 
a  profit  of  about  850  per  cent.  This  present  offer,  then,  Is  200  per  cent, 
less  than  its  value  a  year  ago,  though  the  diflBculties  of  the  block- 
ade have  increased  imiuensely,  and  cotton,  owing  to  causes  not 
necessary  to  state,  has  not  advanced  in  a  compensatory  ratio.  This 
rate,  I  am  confident,  is  less  than  the  average  of  blockaders'  profits  on 
successful  ventures,  and  not  too  great  for  the  risks,  according  to  tlie 
laws  that  govern  such  enterprises.  It  is  not  probable,  then,  that  any 
contract  can  be  made  by  your  Bureau  on  better  terms,  nor  is  it  reason- 
able to  expect  it;  for  the  proposition  for  650  per  cent.,  which  Colonel 
Bayne  thinks  the  most  unfavorable  of  the  series,  to  all  of  which  he 
objects  for  relative  exorbitancy,  will  make  a  less  cost  than  we  now 
pay  in  Confederate  currency.  This  remits  you  to  the  plan  of  getting 
subsistence  from  abroad,  under  the  regulations  to  carry  into  effect  the 
act  to  impose  regulations  upon  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  Confed- 
erate [Confederacy],  to  provide  for  the  public  defense.  But  to  this 
plan  there  are  several  vital  objections.  Experience  proves  that  we 
cannot  get  subsistence  in  that  way.  It  has  been  tried  and  it  has  failed. 
Since  the  adoption  of  these  regulations  by  Mr.  Memminger  and  Mr. 
Seddon,  in  March  last,  and  their  alteration  by  Mr.  Trenholm  and  Mr. 
Seddon,  August  3,  nothing  has  been  received,  though  the  Secretar)"^  or 
Colonel  Bayne  has  given  several  orders  to  have  subsistence  brought  in. 

This  Bureau  has  no  agents  of  its  own  at  any  foreign  port,  and  has 
been  unable  to  do  anything  through  the  agents  of  any  other  bureau 
or  department.  Responsible  for  its  own  funds,  the  effect  of  the  reg- 
ulations has  been  to  place  its  money  beyond  Us  control  in  the  hands 
of  agents,  who,  from  whatever  cause,  have  hitherto  failed  to  show  any 
residts  of  the  expenditure.  Were  it  otherwise,  the  vessels  would  not 
run  under  the  regulations — certainly  not  in  time  to  feed  an  army  of 
the  size  of  General  Lee's,  with  only  eighteen  days'  supply  of  meat  on 
hand  and  living  from  hand  to  mouth.  Very  few  vessels  now  run 
under  the  regulations.  From  August  19  to  September  10  only  three 
out  of  seventeen  ran  in  under  the  regulations;  in  the  last  moon  only 
six  in  nineteen  came  in,  and  of  these  last  none  brought  in  subsist- 
ence. Why  they  have  not  done  so  I  have  explained  in  my  report  of 
October  18. 

If  the  Army  is  to  be  kept  up  to  its  present  numbers,  it  will  require 
at  full  rations  81,000,000  pounds  of  meat.  Of  this  a  very  large  part 
must  come  from  abroad,  and  much  of  it,  of  necessity  and  in  common 
prudence,  is  wanted  instiantly.  The  proposition  of  Power,  Low  &  Co. 
presents  the  best,  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  only  plan  of  an  immediate 
supply,  whilst  the  regulations  offer  nothing  in  the  present,  or,  if  we 
can  judge  by  the  past,  in  the  future. 

It  cannot  have  escaped  you  that  the  foothold  the  enemy  has 
lately  gained  in  North  Carolina  by  the  recapture  of  Plymouth  will 
necessarily  limit  the  area  from  which  we  now  draw  ts  very  considera- 
ble proportion  of  our  supplies;  and  if  Plymouth  be  made  the  base  of 
military  movements  or  occupation,  it  will  increase  the  difficulties 
of  working  in  that  region.  Of  course  it  will  render  it  more  important 
for  us  to  get  supplies  from  abroad.    How  that  can  be  done  I  do  not 
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now  see,  having  uxhaiisted  every  effort  to  have  it  done  bj'  this 
Bareau. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  G.  RUFFIN. 
Lietiienant- Colonel  and  Commissary  of  ^tbsistence. 

1  IndoTBemeDt.] 

Office  Coumksaky-Gbneral  of  Subsistence, 

Novemher  9,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  ihe  Secretary  of  War. 
On  the  19th  ultimo  I  made  an  indorsement  on  a  report  urging  the 
renewal  of  the  contract  of  Power,  Low  &  Co.,  with  the  object  of  get- 
ting a  supply  of  meat  othei-wise  unattainable.  I  feel  pretty  confident 
that,  with  all  the  agencies  of  the  Government  under  its  present  policy 
and  the  elTorts  of  this  company  superadded,  a  sufficiency  of  meat  will 
not  be  obtained.  This  company  has  been  most  faithful  in  comply- 
ing Tilth  its  engagements. 

At  the  sog'geMtion  of  Colonel  Bayne  propositions  have  been  made  by 
't.   The  second  is,  in  my  judgment,  highly  advantageous,  and  in  con- 
lection  with  my  indorsement  above  referred  t-o,  show  the  importance 
getting  these  vessels.   I  respectfully  urge  the  adoption  of  proposi- 
Hoa  second. 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 
Commisaary-Oener(d  of  Subsistence. 


War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

RichTnond,  November  5,  1864^ 

Won.  Jaucs  a.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

SiB:  The  act  of  Congress  ai)proved  17th  of  February,  1864,  entitled 
sa  "Act  to  oi^anize  forces  to  serve  during  the  var,"  required  for  its 
administration  a  system  of  conscription  substantially,  if  not  radically, 
different  from  that  enforced  under  previous  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject.  A  careful  and  elaborate  analysis  of  that  act,  combined  with  an 
enlightened  observation  of  the  necessities  and  milittiry  capabilities  of 
ifie  country,  resulted  in  the  issuing  of  General  Orders,  No.  26,  Adju- 
tant and  Inspector  General's  Office,  March  1,  1864,  and  of  Circular 
No.  8,  of  this  Bureau,  March  18, 1864.    It  was  believetl  that  the  proper 
execution  of  these  orders  would  insure  the  just,  prompt,  and  vigorous 
administration  of  the  policy  and  terms  of  Llio  act  of  Congress.  The 
character  and  extent  of  the  duties  imposed  on  this  Bureau  under  these 
orders  seemed  to  demand  an  improvement  in  the  character  and  num- 
ber of  ita  agencies.    Under  previous  legislation  these  duties  were 
definitely  and  specifically  prescribed  by  ascertained  and  understood 
limitations  and  responsibilities.    By  this  act  the  whole  execution  of 
the  military  policy  of  the  Congress  and  the  decision  of  the  vast  matter 
of  the  "public  necessities"  was  confined  almost  exclusively  to  the 
authorities  of  conscription  acting  under  your  immediate  instruction, 
and  constituting  for  that  purpose  a  department  of  your  office.  To 
your  discretion  the  Congress  confided  this  matter,  declaring  itself 
incompetent  to  determine  the  mode  of  its  administration,  or,  at  least, 
that  you  and  your  officera  could  l)est  adjust  tliat  mode;  and  yet,  very 
strangely,  you  were  restricted  in  the  selection  of  those  officers  to 
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classes  notoriously  unapt  to  furnish  such  as  were  fitted  for  the  service. 
The  intelligence,  the  activity,  and  the  vigor  of  the  country  was  care- 
fully culled  for  the  general  service,  and  you  were  required  to  glean 
the  exhausted  field  of  its  remnants  and  fragments  for  the  agencies 
who  are  to  decide  what  are  the  public  necessities,  what  are  the  per- 
sonal and  civil  rights  of  the  citizens,  and  to  execute  the  law  appliciiblo 
to  these  solemn  functions.  Wherever  a  vigorous  and  intelligent  man 
was  found  engaged  in  their  performance  that  same  law  peremptorily 
removed  him.  With  this  feeble  material,  so  inappropriate  to  meet  the 
grave  questions  I  have  indicated  and  so  seemingly  incompetent  to 
overcome  the  opposition  of  constituted  authorities,  communities,  and 
individuals,  this  Bnrean  set  to  work  to  collect,  conscribe,  and  oi^nize 
for  military  service  the  scattered  and  unwilling  remnants  of  a  war- 
wasted  population.  Its  function  was  to  create  and  maintain  armies 
for  the  public  defense  and  to  preserve  the  social  organisms  of  the 
country.  I  have  examined  th  j  history  of  such  proceedings  in  other 
countries  and  in  other  times,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  my  belief 
that  the  i-esults  of  the  operations  of  conscription  in  the  Confederate 
States  exhibit  a  wisdopa  in  devising  the  system  and  a  vigor  in  its 
execution  which  have  not  been  excelled  and  which,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country,  are  very  wonderful.  In  confirmation  of  this 
belief  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  the  tabular  statements  here- 
with submitted.* 

Having  then  succeeded  by  the  wise  enei^  of  the  system  in  over- 
coming the  weakness  and  inaptitude  of  the  agencies  employed  and 
the  grave  Impediments  offered,  this  Bureau  was  suddenly  checked  in 
the  successful  work  by  the  partial  abandonment  of  that  system  and 
the  proposed  substitution  therefor  of  the  most  noxious  principle  and 
the  most  dangerous  agencies  which  can  be  applied  to  the  creation 
and  maintenance  of  armies  for  the  public  defense,  for  the  determina- 
tion of  public  necessity,  or  for  the  protection  of  personal  right  and 
the  social  economy.  The  first  appearance  of  this  change  was  mani- 
fested by  an  attempt  to  engraft  upon  your  system  a  rude  and  unde- 
fined— merely  military — inspection.  In  this  fitfnl  shadow  I  felt  the 
coming  storm  and  ventured  to  warn  you  of  its  danger.  I  had  seen  its 
efforts  under  the  former  acts  of  Congress;  but  foregone  conclusion 
hastened  its  culmination,  and  I  fear  that  conscription  in  the  Confed- 
erate States  maybe  destined  to  become  nothing  more  than  a  ferocious 
and  ignorant  military  outrage  of  pnblic  law  and  personal  right,  devas- 
tating the  country  and  weakening  the  armies.  The  transfer  to  mili- 
tary commanders  in  the  field  and  their  immediate  subordinates  of  the 
power  to  determine  the  public  policy,  and  the  means  of  enforcing  their 
judgment  in  selecting  the  classes  for  military  service  and  driving  at 
will  the  individuals  of  those  classes  into  the  field,  is  fraught  with  such 
peril  to  the  cause  of  the  public  defense  and  is  so  repulsive  to  a  safe 
public  sentiment  that  I  am  appalled  with  apprehension  for  the  conse- 
quences. The  fearful  story  of  military  conscription  under  Turkish 
rule  in  Egypt  may  be  re-enacted  in  the  Confederate  States. 

Five  hundred  tiurasand  men  have  withered  from  Egypt  in  ten  years  under  the 
blight  and  militBry  conscription.  It  is  not  the  loss  ot  men  cansed  by  battie  and 
disease,  hat  when  the  Pasha's  press  gangs  'are  oat  recruiting  whole  villaxes  are 
deserted.  The  men  fly  to  the  deserts  to  escape  service,  and  the  wives  and  children 
follow  to  escape  the  vengeance  of  the  baffled  officer  whose  advancement  depends 
on  the  length  of  his  mnster-roll ;  and  when  this  man-catcher  (this  military  officer) 
retams  from  the  porsntt  the  villages  and  fields  are  desolate  and  durats  are 
white  with  the  bleached  bones  of  women  and  children. 
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Change  names  and  you  have  military  conscription  in  the  Confeder- 
ate States.  In  every  instance  in  which  the  authority  of  couMcription 
has  been  so  transferred  the  service  hjts  suffered  serious  detriment; 
tbe  industry  of  the  country  has  been  unduly  disturbed,  popular  and 
constituted  resistance  has  been  aroused,  and  it  has  failed  to  bring 
men  into  the  field,  and  the  resumption  of  your  former  system  has  been 
forced  upon  yon.  In  four  States  it  was  tried  for  eight  months  under 
the  allied  auspices  of  Generals  Bragg  and  Johnston  and  the  execu- 
tive authorities  of  those  States,  with  General  Pillow  and  an  army  of 
(),000  men  as  the  agents.  The  failure  in  that  case  would  have  been 
ludicrous  had  it  not  been  so  expensive  and  so  disastrous  to  the  general 
service.  Your  unremitted  efforts  for  ten  months  have  scarcely  reme- 
died the  evils  of  military  conscription  in  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Ala- 
bama, and  Florida.  Brides  this  experiment  scores  of  commissions 
have  been  issued  granting  conscription  authority,  which  after  brief 
periods  have  been  revok^,  on  the  ground  of  failure  and  fl^rant 
abuse.  Notwithstanding  this  experience  there  has  been  proposed  to 
be  established  on  the  reports  of  vague,  incompetent,  and  mischievous 
military  inspections  and  the  uninformed  conjectures  or  assertions  of 
ignorant  individuals  a  system  of  recruiting  subversive  of  the  whole 
policy  of  l^al  conscription.  It8  tendency  is,  and  its  results  will  be, 
to  violate  the  law  and  all  tried  regulations,  and  to  repudiate  Govern- 
ment faith  pledged  under  that  law  and  those  regulations,  and  to  fail 
utterly  in  giving  numbers  or  strength  to  the  Army.  The  proposition 
for  change  has  been  procured  mainly  by  the  intrusion  of  a  small  and 
not  very  reputable  system  of  police  detection  into  the  administration 
iif  a  great  national  policy;  the  espionage  of  Vidocq  to  upset  the 
schemes  of  Carnot  with  his  "bureau  for  the  public  defense"  and  his 
''bureau  for  the  public  welfare;"  the  crimp  and  the  press  gang  for 
the  war  minister  and  the  magistrate;  the  public  defense  and  the 
social  economy  to  be  determined  by  informers  and  administered  by 
brute  force,  and  infamy  and  incompetency  imputed  as  the  predi- 
cate attributes  of  bleeding  martyrs  to  public  liberty,  who  engage  in 
the  work  of  conscription  because  they  have  not  saved  from  their 
nnstaunched  wounds  blood  enough  for  strength  to  perform  any  other 
service.  It  is  by  this  system  that  the  wasted  and  enfeebled  people  of 
the  Confe<ieracy  are  proposed  to  be  dragged  forth  to  the  death  grapple 
for  their  liberties.    If  adopted  its  fruit  will  be  bitterness  and  failure. 

While  therefore  I  am  forced  to  regard  the  transfer  of  conscription 
from  the  agencies  heretofore  charged  with  it  into  the  hands  of  mili- 
tary commanders  as  abhorrent  and  futile,  I  have  always  deemed  a 
certain  amount  of  military  force  as  necessary  for  the  efficient  admin- 
istration of  the  law.    I  have  uniformly  and  strenuousl}'  recommended 
the  organization  and  use  of  such  force  under  proper  regulations. 
i  I  have  repeatedly  asked  for  such  force,  submitting  various  forms  for 
f  ita  creation  and  use.    I  specifically  asked  for  such  portion  of  the 
rmerve  f  jrces  aa  I  deemed  amply  suificient  to  be  put  under  the 
orders  of  the  conscription  authorities  both  for  conscription  and 
I  extraneous  duties  devolved  on  those  authorities.    Undei-  your  per- 
mission I  proceeded  partially  to  organize  such  a  force.    It  was 
declared  to  be  too  large  and  unnecessary,  and  yet  in  four  months 
'   thereafter  it  was  found  absolutely  necessary  to  place  the  entire 
,  reaer\'e  force  on  the  duty  of  conscription.    I  asked  for  sixty  com- 
panies; now  perha^  sixty  regiments  are  employed.    The  sixty 
eompanieH  would  have  done  the  work  now  charged  on  sixty  regi- 
ments and  in  accordance  with  the  law  and  civilized  practice.    Had  it 
been  allowed  on  the  Ist  of  May  to  have  one  company  of  reserves  in 
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each  Congressional  district,  there  would  not  have  been  one  i«cusant 
conscript  or  one  deserter  in  ten  now  absent  from  the  armies,  and 
thos9  companies  would  have  been  ready  for  the  field,  a  drilled 
nucleus  for  the  regiments  of  reserves;  the  recruiting  of  the  annies 
would  Imve  been  carried  to  the  full  extent  of  the  capabilities  of  the 
country;  the  evils  of  lax  discipline  would  have  been  prevented  and 
cured,  and  the  social  economy  so  adjusted  as  to  give  the  highest 
vigor  and  energy  to  the  force  and  maintenance  of  the  annies.  The 
paper  marked  "Circular  No.  55,  of  1863,"  will  exhibit  the  organization 
deemed  sufficient  for  the  enrollment  and  forwarding  of  conscripts. 
For  the  other  duties  devolved  on  the  organization,  such  as  the  arrest 
of  deserters  and  absentees,  the  management  of  details,  the  coUection 
of  slaves,  &o.,  a  small  additional  supporting  force  was  asked  and 
granted.    (See  CircuUr  No.  8,  of  1864.) 

After  the  passage  of  the  military  bill  of  17th  of  February,  1864,  the 
duties  of  this  organization  became  far  more  onerous,  extended,  and 
responsible.    An  immense  breadth  of  discretion  was  given  to  the 
Exectitive  and  of  course  in  part  deputed  to  this  Bureau.    The  entire 
service  of  investigation,  report,  and  decision  of  exemptions  and 
details  was  devolved  on  it.    Additional  agencies  were  asked  but  not 
granted.    Besides  these  duties  of  conscription  proper,  the  pn^^ress  of 
an  active  and  protracted  campaign  covering  the  Confederacy  and 
the  organization  of  the  reserve  forces  increas^  the  extraneous  duties 
far  beyond  any,  previous  calculations.  ■  To  meet  these  a  portion  of 
the  reserves,  as  I  have  stated,  was  asked  and  grajited.  Subsequent 
action,  however,  put  the  entire  reserve  force  under  a  different  juris- 
diction, and  on  a  different  footing,  and  withdrew  from  this  Burean 
every  means  of  enforcing  the  service,  even  withdrawing  from  its 
control  the  agencies  required  for  conscription  proper,  and  placing 
them  under  a  proper  jurisdiction — that  of  the  commander  of  the 
reserves.    At  this  time  the  legal  practice  of  conscription  was  not 
found  to  be  sharp  enough  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  armies,  the 
calculations  of  anxious  commanders,  and  the  clamor  of  aspiring 
officers  seeking  commands,  and  a  new  system  of  recruiting  was  sought 
to  be  established,  and  was  supposed  to  be  expressed  in  Greneral 
Orders,  No.  73,  and  its  sequents.    The  agents  employed  in  recruiting 
this  policy  have  discovered  that  the  moral  force  of  general  orders, 
sustained  by  all  the  reserve  force,  is  not  sufficient  without  some  forms 
of  law  and  Government  faith,  and  have  therefore  required  you  to 
place  under  their  control  and  direction  the  training  officers  of  this 
Bureau,  who  have  been  accustomed  to  act  under  these  forms,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  faith  of  law  and  orders.    (See  General  Holmes' 
letter  and  General  Kemper's  order  to  Colonel  Shields.)    It  has  been 
proposed  virtually  to  dissolve  your  organization,  to  subject  a  depart- 
ment of  your  office  under  subordinate  rule,  and  to  degrade  or  exi>el 
from  the  service  officers  placed  in  charge  by  the  President  and  your- 
self.   I  cannot  recognize  the  attainment  of  one  compensating  result 
to  the  public  defense  to  remunerate  for  these  wrongs  and  evils.  I 
present  these  views  with  a  perfect  sense  of  subordination,  leaving 
their  justification  to  the  commentary  of  the  recorded  facts  I  have  the 
honor  to  exhibit. 

Appended  hereto  are  tables  exhibiting  the  operations  of  this  Bureau, 
prepared  from  the  reports  of  commandants  of  conscription,  and  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Blake,  chief  of  the  registration  service,  and  from 
the  current  records  of  this  Burean.  These  tables  approximate  accu- 
racy nearer,  perhaps,  than  any  other  data  accessible  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  it  is  believed  will  aiford  a  fair  estimate  of  the  military 
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condition  and  resources  of  the  Confederacy  inside  the  army  lines. 
Paper  marked  A  exhibits  the  operations  of  the  Bnrean  of  Conscrip- 
tion to  the  1st  of  September,  1864.  The  reports  of  the  months  of 
September  and  October  will  show  an  addition  to  the  number  of  cases 
of  about  15,000.  The  result  is  that,  in  the  apace  of  two  years,  the 
Bureau  has  passed  on  the  military  liabilities  of  about  300,000  men. 
for  the  extent  of  which  this  operation  has  gleaned  the  legal  military 
material,  see  Lieutenant- Colonel  Blake's  consolidated  report  marked 
li.  See  same  report  for  a  conjectural  estimate  of  remaining  supply  of 
men,  and  suggestions  as  to  the  sources  whence  they  may  be  drawn. 
See  also  same  report  for  a  lucid  approximate  exhibition  of  the  indus- 
trial resources  of  the  several  States,  and  the  numl>er  of  men  liable  to 
military  service  and  others  engaged  in  their  production.  Paper 
marked  C  exhibits  the  number  of  persons  liable  to  military  service 
employed  in  the  various  departm^ts  of  Government.  It  is  supposed 
that  many  of  these  may  be  sent  to  the  field,  and  their  present  employ- 
ments conducted  with  equal  e  fficiency  by  other  classes.  Paper  marked 
D  is  a  consolidated  tabular  statement  of  the  number  and  condition  of 
all  persons  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  fifty  who  are  not  in  the 
military  service  and  the  reasons  therefor.  This  registration  has  been 
urged  with  vigor,  but  is  not  yet  complete.  It  is  regarded  as  of  grave 
importance  and  special  attention  is  invited  to  it.  It  is  a  matter  to  be 
regretted  that  this  Bureau  has  not  been  furnished  with  returns  of  the 
exact  condition  of  the  reserve  forces  and  of  the  various  quasi  military 
organizations  which  are  scattered  over  the  country  as  guards,  in  gar- 
risons at  posts,  <fcc.  Were  it  placed  within  the  competency  of  this 
Bureau  to  require  such  returns  it  is  believed  that  they  might  be  some- 
what beneficial  in  estimating  the  military  condition  and  resources  of 
the  Confederacy.  Paper  marked  £  exhibits  the  number  of  persons 
abstracted  from  the  public  defense  by  the  certificates  of  the  Govern- 
ors of  the  States.  The  remarkable  difference  in  numbers  may  well 
attract  attention.  For  evei^  man  thus  exempted  in  Virginia,  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  claims  fifteen,  and  forty  times  the  number 
claimed  by  South  Carolina.  Besides  these,  the  States  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia  claim  from  Confederate  service  all  persons  in  any 
manner  employed  by  the  authority  of  those  States.  Paper  marked  F 
exhibits  the  operations  of  the  Bureau  between  the  time  of  my  last 
report  (1st  of  April)  and  tl^klstof  September.  A  defective  supply 
of  properofficers  and  other  agencies  and  frequent  disturbances  of  the 
mode  of  administering  the  law  have  prevented  the  results  of  con- 
scription from  being  as  satisfactory  as  might  be  desired,  but  it  is 
believed  that  the  information  herein  submitted  will  justify  the  wis- 
dom of-  the  law  and  the  enei^y  of  its  execution,  and  will  afford  data 
on  which  to  base  the  military  policy  of  the  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier-peneral  and  SwpervnieTidenL 


Bureau  op  Cotton  Exchange, 
Dept.  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  East  Louisiana, 

Jackson,  Miss.,  November  6,  1864. 

Lieat.  Col.  E.  Surget, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Selma,  Ala.: 
Colonel:  Tlie  distribution  of  blockade  goods  as  directed  in  your 
respects  of  29th  ultimo  shall  have  attention.   Inclosed  I  hand  yon 
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certificate  of  Governor  Clark  for  100  ounces  qninine  received  by  me 
for  the  State.    Please  send  permit  in  favor  of  Messrs.  Whitfleld, 
Hnmphries,  and  Sherman  to  ship  20,000  pounds  of  cotton  through  the. 
District  of  Homochitto.    In  connection  vnth  this  matter  I  would  invite 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  State  is  paying  llOO  per  ounce  for 
quinine  in  cotton  at  50  cents  per  pound,  allowing  each  bale  to  weigh 
400  jwunds.    The  certificate  of  Governor  Clark  shows  this.   It  is  none  i 
of  my  business,  only  so  far  as  it  brings  the  State  in  competition  with  I 
the  Government  in  effecting  arrangements  within  the  enemy's  lines. 
We  only  pay  the  cost  price  of  that  article,  say  $10  or  112  per  ounce. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  SANDERS, 
Major  and  Quartermaster. 


Richmond,  Va.,  November  7,  186^. 
The  Sbnat£  and  House  of  Representatives  op  the  Confed- 
erate States  of  America: 

It  is  with  satisfaction  that  I  welcome  your  presence  at  an  earlier 
day  than  that  usual  for  your  session,  and  with  confidence  that  I  invoke 
the  aid  of  your  counsels  at  a  time  of  such  public  exigency. 

The  campaign  which  was  commenced  almost  simultaneously  with 
your  session  early  in  May  last,  and  which  was  still  in  progress  at  your 
adjournment  in  the  middle  of  June,  has  not  yet  reached  its  close.  It 
Itas  been  prosecuted  on  a  scale  and  with  an  energy  heretofort^ 
unequaled.  When  we  revert  Xo  the  condition  of  our  country  at  the 
inception  of  the  operations  of  the  present  year,  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  preparations  made  by  the  enemy,  the  number  of  his  forces,  the 
accumulation  of  his  warlike  supplies,  and  the  prodigality  with  which 
his  vast  resources  have  been  lavished  in  the  attempt  to  render  success 
assured;  when  we  contrast  the  numbers  and  means  at  our  disposal 
for  resistance,  and  when  we  contemplate  the  results  of  a  struggle 
apparently  so  unequal,  we  cannot  fail,  while  rendering  the  full  meed 
of  deserved  praise  to  our  generals  and  soldiers,  to  perceive  that  a 
power  higher  than  man  has  willed  our  deliverance,  and  gratefully  to 
recognize  the  protection  of  a  kind  Providence  in  enabling  us  success- 
fully to  withstand  the  utmost  efforts  4b  the  enemy  for  our  subju- 
gation. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  State  of  Texas  was  partiHlly  in 
possession  of  the  enemy,  and  large  portions  of  Louisiana  and  Arkan- 
sas lay  apparently  defenseless.  Of  the  Federal  soldiers  who  invaded 
Texas  none  are  known  to  remain  except  as  prisoners  of  wnr.  In 
Northwestern  Louisiana  a  large  and  well  appointed  army,  aided  by  a 
powerful  fleet,  was  repeatedly  defeated  and  deemeil  itself  fortunate 
in  finally  escaping  with  a  loss  of  one-third  of  its  numbers,  a  lai^e 
part  of  its  military  trains,  and  many  transports  and  gun-b^Mita. 
The  enemy*s  occupatio^  of  that  State  is  reduced  to  the  narrow  district 
commanded  by  the  guns  of  his  fleet.  Arkansas  has  been  recovere<l 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  fortified  posts,  while  our  forces  have  pen- 
etrated into  Central  Missouri,  affording  to  our  oppressed  brethren  in 
that  State  an  opportunity,  of  which  many  have  availed  themselves,  of 
striking  for  liberation  from  the  tyranny  to  which  they  have  ha&n  sub- 
jected. 

On  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  in  spite  of  some  reverses,  we  have 
much  cause  for  gratulation.    The  enemy  hoped  to  effect  during;  the 
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present  year,  by  conoentration  of  forces,  the  conquest  which  he  had 
previously  failed  to  accomplish  by  more  extended  operations.  Com- 
pelled therefore  to  withdraw  or  seriously  to  weaken  the  strength  of 
the  armies  of  occupation  at  different  points,  he  has  afforded  us  the 
opportunity  of  recovering  possession  of  extensive  districts  of  our  ter- 
ritory. Nearly  the  whole  of  Northern  and  Western  Mississippi,  of 
Northern  Alabama,  and  of  Western  Tennessee  are  again  in  our  pos- 
session, and  all  attempts  to  x>3netrate  from  the  coast  line  Into  the 
interior  of  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  States  have  been  baffled.  On  the 
entire  ocean  and  Gulf  coast  of  the  Confederacy  the  whole  success  of 
the  enemy,  with  the  enormous  naval  resources  at  his  command,  has 
been  limited  to  the  capture  of  the  outer  defenses  of  Mobile  Bay. 

If  we  now  turn  to  the  results  accomplished  by  the  two  great  armies, 
so  confidently  relied  on  by  the  invaders  as  sufficient  to  secure  the 
subversion  of  our  Government  and  the  subjugation  of  our  people  to 
foreign  domination,  wo  have  still  greater  cause  for  devout  gratitude 
to  Divine  Power.  In  Southwestern  Virginia  successive  armies,  which 
threatened  the  capture  of  Lynchburg  and  Saltville,  have  been  routed 
and  driven  out  of  the  country,  and  a  portion  of  Eastern  Tennessee 
reconquered  by  our  troops.  In  Northern  Virginia  extensive  districts 
formerly  occupied  by  the  enemy  are  now  free  from  their  presence. 
In  the  lower  Valley  their  general,  rendered  desperate  by  his  inability 
to  maintain  ahostile  occux>ation,  has  resorted  to  the  infamous  expedient 
of  converting  a  fruitful  land  into  a  desert  by  burning  its  mills,  gran- 
Hries,  and  homesteads,  and  destroying  the  food,  standing  crops, 
Live-stock,  and  agricultural  implements  of  peaceful  non-combatants. 
The  main  army,  after  a  series  of  defeats  in  which  its  losses  have 
been  enormous,  after  attempts  by  raiding  parties  to  break  up  our 
railroad  communications,  which  have  resulted  in  the  destruction  of 
a  large  part  of  the  cavalry  enga^^  in  the  work,  after  constant 
repulse  of  repeated  assaults  on  our  defensive  lines,  is,  with  the  aid 
of  heavy  re-enforcements,  but  with,  it  is  hoped,  waning  prospect  of 
further  progress  in  the  design,  still  engaged  in  an  effort  commenced 
more  than  four  months  ago  to  capture  the  town  of  Petersburg, 

The  army  of  General  Sherman,  although  succeeding  at  the  end  of 
the  summer  in  obtaining  possession  of  Atlanta,  has  been  unable  to 
secure  any  ultimate  advantage  from  this  success.  The  same  generali 
who  in  February  last  marched  a  large  army  from  Vicksburgto  Merid- 
ian with  no  other  result  than  being  forced  to  march  back  again, 
was  able,  by  the  aid  of  greatly  increased  numbers  and  after  much 
delay,  to  force  a  passage  from  Chattano<^a  to  Atlanta,  only  to  ho  for 
the  second  time  compelled  to  withdraw  on  the  line  of  his  advance 
without  obtaining  control  of  a  single  mile  of  territory  beyond  the 
narrow  track  of  his  march,  and  without  gaining  aught  beyond  the 
pi-ecarious  possession  of  a  few  fortified  points  in  which  he  is  com- 
pelled to  maintain  heavy  garrisons  and  which  are  menaced  with 
recapture. 

The  lessons  afforded  by  the  liistory  of  this  war  are  fraught  with 
instruction  and  encouragement.  Repeatedly  during  the  war  have 
formidable  expeditions  been  directed  by  the  enemy  against  points 
ignorantly  supposed  to  be  of  vital  importance  to  the  Confederacy. 
Some  of  these  expeditions  have,  at  immense  cost,  been  successful,  but 
in  no  instance  have  the  promised  fruits  been  reaped.  Again,  in  the 
present  campaign  was  the  delusion  fondly  cherished  tliat  the  capture 
of  Atlanta  and  Richmond  would,  if  effected,  end  the  war  by  the 
overthrow  of  our  Government  and  tlie  submission  of  our  people.  We 
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can  now  judge  by  experience  how  nnimportant  is  the  influence  of  the 
former  event  upon  our  capacity  for  defense,  upon  the  courage  and 
spirit  of  the  people,  and  the  stability  of  the  Grovemment.  W©  may 
in  like  manner  judge  that  if  the  campaign  against  Richmond  had 
resulted  in  success  instead  of  failure;  if  the  vt^or  of  the  army,  under 
the  leadership  of  its  accomplished  commander^  had  resisted  in  VAin 
the  overwhelming  masscH  which  were,  on  the  contrary,  decisively 
repulued ;  if  we  had  been  compelled  to  evacuate  Kichmond  as  well  as 
Atlanta,  the  Confederacy  would  have  remained  as  erect  and  defiant 
as  ever.  Nothing  could  have  been  changed  in  the  purpose  of  its 
Government,  in  the  indomitable  valor  of  its  troops,  or  in  the  unquench- 
able spirit  of  its  people.  The  baffled  and  disappointed  foe  would  in 
vain  have  scanned  the  reports  of  your  proceedings,  at  some  new  legis- 
lative seat,  for  any  indication  that  progress  had  been  made  in  his 
gigantic  task  of  conquering  a  free  people.  The  truth  so  patent  to  us 
must  ere  long  be  forced  upon  the  reluctant  Northern  mind.  There 
are  no  vital  points  on  the  preservation  of  which  the  continued  exist- 
ence of  the  Confederacy  depends.  There  is  no  military  success  of  the 
enemy  which  can  accomplish  its  destruction.  Not  the  fall  of  Rich- 
mond, nor  Wilmington,  nor  Charleston,  nor  Savannah,  nor  Mobile, 
nor  of  all  combined,  can  save  the  enemy  from  the  constant  and 
exhaustive  drain  of  blood  and  treasure  which  must  continue  until  he 
shall  discover  that  no  peace  is  attainable  unless  based  on  the  recog- 
nition of  our  indefeasible  rights. 

Before  leaving  this  subject  it  is  gratifying  to  assure  you  that  the 
military  supplies  essentially  requisite  for  public  defense  will  be  found, 
as  heretofore,  adequate  to  our  needs,  and  that  abundant  crops  have 
rewarded  the  labor  of  the  farmer  and  rendered  abortive  the  inhuman 
attempt  of  the  enemy  to  produce  by  devastation  famine  among  the 
people. 


It  is  not  in  my  [tower  to  announce  any  change  in  the  conduct  of 
foreign  powers.  No  such  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Christian 
nations  of  Europe  as  might  justly  have  been  expected  from  their 
history,  from  the  duties  imposed  by  international  law,  and  from  the 
6Iaims  of  humanity.  It  is  charitable  to  attribute  their  conduct  to  no 
worse  motive  than  indifference  to  the  consequences  of  a  struggle  which 
shakes  only  the  republican  portion  of  the  American  continent,  and 
not  to  ascribe  to  design  a  course  calculated  to  insure  the  prolongation 
of  hostilities. 

No  instance  in  history  is  remembei'ed  by  me  in  which  a  nation  pre- 
tending to  exereise  dominion  over  another  asserting  its  independence 
has  been  the  first  to  concede  the  existence  of  such  independence.  I 
No  case  can  be  recalled  to  my  mind  in  which  neutral  powers  have 
failed  to  set  the  example  of  recognizing  the  Independence  of  a  nation  i 
when  satisfied  of  the  inability  of  its  enemy  to  subvert  its  Govern-  ' 
ment,  and  this,  too,  in  cases  where  the  previous  relation  between  the 
contending  parties  had  been  confessedly  that  of  mother  country  and 
dependent  colony;  not,  as  in  our  case,  that  of  coequal  States  united 
by  Federal  compact.    It  has  ever  been  considered  the  proper  function 
and  duty  of  neutral  powers  to  perform  the  office  of  judging  whether 
in  point  of  fact  the  nation  asserting  dominion  is  able  to  make  good 
its  pretensions  by  force  of  arms,  and  if  not,  by  recognition  of  the 
resisting  party,  to  discountenance  the  further  continuance  of  the  con- 
test.   And  the  reason  why  this  duty  is  incumbent  on  neutral  powers 
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is  plainly  apparent  when  we  reflect  that  the  pride  and  passion  wliich 
bUud  the  judgment  of  the  parties  to  the  conflict  cause  the  contin- 
nance  of  active  warfare  and  consequent  useless  slaughter  long  after 
the  Inevitable  result  has  become  apparent  to  all  not  engaged  in  the 
struggle.  So  long,  therefore,  as  neutral  nations  fall,  by  recognition 
of  our  independence,  to  announce  that  in  their  judgment  the  United 
States  are  unable  to  reduce  the  Confederacy  to  submission,  their  con- 
duct will  be  accepted  by  our  enemies  as  a  tacit  encouragement  to 
continue  their  efforts,  and  as  an  implied  assurance  that  belief  is  enter- 
tained by  neutral  nations  in  the  success  of  their  designs.  A  direct 
stimulus,  whether  intentional  or  not,  is  thus  applied  to  securing  a 
continuance  of  the  carnage  and  devastation  which  desolate  this  con- 
tinent and  which  they  profess  deeply  to  deplore. 

The  disr^ard  of  this  just,  humane,  and  Christian  public  duty  by 
the  nations  of  Europe  is  the  more  remarkable  from  the  fact  that 
authentic  expression  has  long  since  been  given  by  the  Governments 
of  both  France  and  England  to  the  conviction  that  the  United  States 
are  unable  to  conquer  the  Confederacy.  It  is  now  more  than  two 
years  since  the  Government  of  France  announced  officially  to  the 
Cabinets  of  London  and  Saint  Petersburg  its  own  conclusion  that 
the  United  States  were  unable  to  achieve  any  decisive  military  suc- 
cess. In  the  answers  sent  by  these  powers  no  intimation  of  a  contrary 
■opinion  was  conveyed;  and  it  is  notorious  that  in  speeches,  both  in 
and  out  of  Parliament,  the  members  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment have  not  hesitated  to  express  this  conviction  in  unqualified 
terms.  The  denial  of  o\ir  rights  under  these  circumstances  is  so 
obviously  unjust  and  discriminates  so  unfairly  in  favor  of  the  United 
States  that  neutrals  have  sought  to  palliate  the  wrong  of  which  they 
are  conscious  by  professing  to  consider,  in  opposition  to  notorious 
truth  and  to  the  known  belief  of  both  belligerents,  that  the  recogni- 
tion of  our  independence  would  be  valueless  without  their  further 
intervention  in  the  stru^le,  an  intervention  of  which  we  disclaim 
the  desire  and  mistrust  the  advantage.  We  seek  no  favor,  we  wish 
no  intervention,  we  know  ourselves  fully  competent  to  maintain  our 
own  rights  and  independence  against  the  invaders  of  our  country, 
and  we  feel  justified  in  asserting  that  without  the  aid  derived  from 
recruiting  t-heir  armies  from  foreign  countries  the  invaders  would  ere 
this  have  been  driven  from  our  soil.  When  the  recognition  of  the 
Confederacy  was  refused  by  Great  Brit«,in  in  the  fall  of  18(i2  the 
refusal  was  excused  on  the  ground  that  any  action  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  would  have  the  effect  of  inflaming  the  passions  of  the 
belligerents  and  of  preventing  the  return  of  x>eace.  It  is  assumed 
that  this  opinion  was  sincerely  entertained ;  but  the  experience  of  two 
years  of  unequaled  carnage  shows  that  it  was  erroneous,  and  that  the 
result  was  the  reverse  of  what  the  British  ministiy  humanely  desired. 
A  contrary  policy,  a  policy  just  to  ns,  a  policy  diverging  from  an 
unvarying  course  of  concession  to  all  the  demands  of  our  enemies,  is 
still  within  the  power  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  would,  it  is 
fair  to  presume,  be  productive  of  consequences  the  opposite  of  those 
which  have  unfortunately  followed  its  whole  course  of  conduct  from 
the  commencement  of  the  war  until  the  present  time.  In  a  word, 
peace  is  impossible  without  independence,  and  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  the  enemy  will  anticipate  neutrals  in  the  recognition  of  that 
independence. 

When  the  history  of  this  war  shall  be  fully  disclosed,  the  calm  judg- 
ment of  the  impartial  publicist  will  for  these  reasons  be  unable  to 
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absolve  the  neutral  nations  of  Europe  from  a  share  in  the  moml 
responsibility  for  the  myriads  of  human  lives  that  have  been  unnec- 
essarily sacrificed  during  its  progress. 

The  renewed  instances  in  which  foreign  powers  have  given  us  just 
cause  of  complaint  need  not  here  be  detailed.    The  extracts  from  the 
correspondence  of  the  State  Department  which  accompany  this  mes- 
sage will  afford  such  further  information  as  can  be  given  without  det-  ^ 
riment  t4>  the  public  interest,  and  we  must  reserve  for  the  future  such  ; 
action  as  may  then  be  deemed  advisable  to  secure  redress. 

FINANCES. 

Your  especial  attention  is  earnestly  invited  to  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  submitted  in  conformity  with  law.  The  facts 
therein  disclosed  are  far  from  discouraging,  and  demonstrate  that  with 
judicious  legislation  we  shall  be  enabled  to  meet  all  the  exigencies  of 
the  war  from  our  abundant  resources  and  avoid  at  the  same  time  such 
an  accumulation  of  debt  as  would  render  at  all  doubtful  our  capacity 
to  redeem  it.  The  total  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the  two  quar- 
ters ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1B64,  were  $415,191,550,  which 
sum,  added  to  the  balance  of  $308,282,722  that  remained  in  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  1st  of  April  last,  forms  a  total  of  ♦723,474,272.  Of  this 
total  not  far  from  half — that  is  to  say,  1342,560,327 — have  been  applied 
to  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  while  the  total  expenditures  have 
been  1272,378,505,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasurj'  on  the  1st  of 
October,  1804,  of  $108,435,440. 

The  total  amount  of  the  public  debt,  as  exhibited  on  the  books 
of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  October,  1864,  was 
$1,147,970,208,  of  which  $539,340,090  were  funded  debt  bearing  inter- 
est, $283,880,150  were  Treasury  notes  of  the  new  issue,  and  the 
remainder  consisted  of  the  former  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  which  will 
be  converted  into  other  forma  of  debt  and  will  cease  to  exist  as  cur-  > 
rency  on  the  31st  of  next  month. 

The  report,  however,  explains  that  in  consequence  of  the  absence 
of  certain  returns  from  distant  officers  the  true  amount  of  the  debt 
is  less  by  about  $21,500,000  than  appears  on  the  books  of  the  Register, 
and  that  the  total  public  debt  on  the  1st  of  last  month  may  be  fairly 
considered  to  have  been  $1,126,381,095. 

The  increase  of  the  public  debt  during  the  six  months  from  the  1st 
of  April  to  the  1st  of  October  was  $97,650,780,  being  rather  more  than 
$16,000,000  per  month,  and  it  will  be  apparent,  on  a  perusal  of  the 
report,  that  this  augmentation  would  have  been  avoided  and  a  posi- 
tive reduction  of  the  amount  would  have  been  effected  but  for  cer- 
tain defects  in  the  legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  finances,  which 
are  pointed  out  in  the  report  and  which  seem  to  admit  of  easy  remedy. 

In  the  statements  just  made  the  foreign  debt  is  omitted.  It  con- 
sists only  of  the  unpaid  balance  of  the  loan  known  as  the  cotton  loan. 
This  balance  is  but  X2,200,000  and  is  adequately  provided  for  by  about 
250,000  bales  of  cotton  owned  by  the  Government,  even  if  the  cotton 
be  rated  as  worth  but  6  pence  'per  pound. 

There  is  one  item  of  the  public  debt  not  included  in  the  tables  pre- 
sented, to  w^hich  your  attention  is  required.  The  bounty  bonds  prom- 
ised to  our  soldiers  by  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  1 7th  of  Februar>', 
1864,  were  deliverable  on  the  1st  of  October,  The  Secretary  has  been 
unable  to  issue  them  by  reason  of  an  omission  in  the  law,  no  time 
being  therein  fixed  for  the  payment  of  the  bonds. 
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The  aggregate  appropriations  called  for  by  the  different  depart- 
ments of  the  Government,  according  to  the  estimates  submitted  with 
the  report,  for  the  six  months  ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  1865,  amount 
to  8438,102,679,  while  the  Secretary  estimates  that  there  will  remain 
unexpended  out  of  former  appropriations,  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1865, 
a  balance  of  $467,416,504.  It  would  therefore  seem  thai  former  esti- 
mates have  been  largely  in  excess  of  actual  expenditures,  and  that  no 
additional  appropriations  are  required  for  meeting  the  needs  of  the 
public  service  up  to  the  1st  of  July  of  next  year.  Indeed,  if  the  esti- 
mates now  presented  should  prove  to  be  as  much  in  excess  of  actual 
expenditures  as  has  heretofore  been  the  case,  a  considerable  balance 
will  still  remain  unexpended  at  the  close  of  the  first  half  of  the  ensu- 
ingyear. 

The  chief  difficulty  to  be  apprehended  in  connection  with  our 
finances  results  from  the  depreciation  of  the  Treasury  notes,  which 
eeems  justly  to  be  attributed  by  the  Secretary  to  two  causes,  redund- 
ancy in  amount  and  want  of  confidence  in  ultimate  redemption,  for 
both  of  which  remedies  are  suggested  that  will  commend  themselves 
to  your  consideration  as  being  practical  as  well  as  efficient. 

The  main  features  of  the  plan  presented  are  substantially  these : 
First,  that  the  faith  of  the  Government  be  pledged  that  the  notes 
shall  ever  remain  exempt  from  taxation;  second,  that  no  issue  shall 
be  made  beyond  that  which  is  already  authorized  by  law;  third,  that 
a  certain  fixed  portion  of  the  annual  receipts  from  taxation  during 
the  war  shall  be  set  apart  especially  for  the  gradual  extinction  of  the 
outstanding  amount  until  it  shall  have  been  reduced  to  $150,000,000, 
and  fourth,  the  pledge  and  appropriation  of  such  proportion  of  the 
tax  in  kind  and  for  such  number  of  years  after  the  return  of  peace 
as  shall  be  sufiftcient  for  the  final  redemption  of  the  entire  circulation. 

The  details  of  the  plan,  the  calculations  on  which  it  is  based,  the 
efficiency  of  its  operation,  and  the  vast  advantages  which  would  result 
from  its  success  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  and  cannot  be  fairly 
presented  in  a  fonn  sufliciently  condensed  for  this  message.  I  doubt 
not  it  will  receive  from  you  that  earnest  and  candid  consideration 
■which  is  merited  by  the  importance  of  the  subject. 

The  recommendations  of  the  report  for  the  repeal  of  certain  pro- 
visions of  the  tax  laws  which  produce  inequality  in  the  burden  of 
taxation ;  for  exempting  all  Government  loans  from  taxation  on  capi- 
tal, and  from  any  adverse  discrimination  in  taxation  on  income  derived 
from  them;  for  placing  the  taxation  on  banks  on  the  same  footing  as 
the  taxation  of  other  corporate  bodies;  for  securing  tlio  payment  into 
the  Treasury  of  that  portion  of  the  bank  circulation  which  is  liable 
to  confiscation  because  held  by  alien  enemies;  for  the  conversion  of 
the  interest-bearing  Treasury  notes  now  outstanding  into  coupon 
'bonds,  and  for  the  quarterly  collection  of  taxation;  all  present  prac- 
tical questions  for  legislation,  which,  if  wisely  devised,  will  greatly 
improve  the  public  credit  and  alleviate  the  burdens  now  imposed  by 
the  extreme  and  unnecessary  depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  currency. 

The  returns  of  the  Produce  Loan  Bureau  are  submitted  with  the 
report,  and  the  information  is  conveyed  that  the  Treasury  agency  in 
the  Trans-Misssissippi  Department  has  been  fully  organized  and  is 
now  in  operation  with  promise  of  efficiency  and  success. 

The  provisions  heretofore  made  to  some  extent  for  increasing  the 
compensation  of  public  oflicers,  civil  and  military,  is  found  to  be  in 
some  pla<%a  inadequate  to  their  support,  perhajTS  not  more  so  any- 
where than  in  Richmond,  and  inquiry  with  a  view  to  appropriate 
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remedy  is  suggested  to  your  consideration.  Your  notice  is  also  called 
to  the  condition  of  certain  officers  of  the  Treasury,  who  were  omitted 
in  the  laws  heretofore  passed  for  the  relief  of  other  public  officers,  as 
mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


The  condition  of  the  various  branches  of  the  military  service  is 
stated  in  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War.*  Amoiif^ 
the  suggestions  made  for  legislative  action,  with  a  view  to  add  to  the 
numlier  and  efficiency  of  the  Army,  all  of  which  will  receive  your 
consideration,  there  are  some  prominent  topics  which  merit  special 
notice. 

The  exemption  from  military  duty  now  accorded  by  law  to  all  per- 
sons engaged  in  certain  specified  pursuits  or  professions  is  shown  by 
experience  to  be  xinwise,  nor  is  it  believed  to  be  defensible  in  theory, 
llie  defense  of  home,  family,  and  country  is  universally  recognized  as 
the  paramount  political  duty  of  every  member  of  society,  and  in  a  form 
of  government  like  ours,  where  each  citizen  enjoys  an  equality  of  rights 
and  privileges,  nothing  can  be  more  invidious  than  an  unequal  distri- 
bution of  duties  and  obligations.  No  pursuit  or  position  should 
relieve  any  one  who  is  able  to  do  active  duty  from  enrollment  in  the 
Army,  unless  his  functions  or  services  are  more  useful  to  the  defense 
of  his  country  in  another  sphere.  But  it  is  manifest  that  this  cannot 
be  the  ca«e  with  entire  elates.  All  telegraph  operators,  workmen  in 
mines,  professors,  teachers,  engineers,  editora  and  employes  of  news- 
papers, journeymen  printers,  shoemakers,  tanners,  blacksmiths,  mill- 
ers, physicians,  and  the  numerous  other  classes  mentioned  in  the 
laws  cannot  in  the  nature  of  things  be  equally  necessary  in  their  sev- 
eral professions,  nor  distributed  throughout  the  country  in  such  pro- 
portions that  only  the  exact  numbers  required  are  found  in  each 
locality;  nor  can  it  be  everywhere  impossible  to  replace  those  within 
the  conscript  age  by  men  older  and  less  capable  of  active  field 
services.  A  discretion  should  be  vested  in  the  military  authorities,  so 
that  a  sufficient  number  of  those  essential  to  the  public  service  might 
be  detailed  to  continue  the  exercise  of  their  pursuits  or  professions; 
but  the  exemption  from  service  of  the  entire  classes  should  be  wholly 
abandoned.  It  affords  great  facility  for  abuses,  offers  the  tempta- 
tion as  well  as  the  ready  means  of  escaping  service  by  fraudulent 
devices,  apd  is  one  of  the  principal  obstructions  to  the  efficient  oper- 
ation of  the  conscript  laws. 

A  general  militia  law  is  needful  in  the  interest  of  the  public  defense. 
The  Constitution,  by  vesting  the  power  in  Congress,  imposes  on  it  the 
duty  of  providing  "for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  mili- 
tia, and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  Confederate  States."  The  great  diversity  in  the  legis- 
lation of  the  several  States  <m  this  subject,  and  the  absence  of  any 
provision  establishing  an  exact  method  for  calling  the  militia  into 
Confederate  service,  are  sources  ot  embarrassment  which  ought  no 
longer  to  be  suffered  to  impede  deiensive  measures. 

The  legislation  in  relation  to  the  cavalry  demands  change.  The 
policy  of  requiring  the  men  to  furnish  their  own  horses  has  proven 
pernicious  in  many  respects.  It  interferes  with  discipline,  impairs 
efficiency,  and  is  the  cause  of  frequent  and  prolonged  absence  from 
appropriate  duty.    The  subject  is  fully  treated  in  the  Secretary*a 


DEPARTMENT  OF  WAR. 


See  p.  Td6. 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES. 


797 


report,  with  suggestions  as  to  the  proper  measures  for  reforming  that 
branch  of  the  service. 

The  recommendation  hitherto  often  made  is  again  I'enewed,  that 
some  measure  be  adopted  for  the  reorganization  and  consolidation  of 
companies  and  regiments  when  so  far  reduced  in  numbers  as  seriously 
to  impair  their  efficiency.  It  is  the  more  necessary  that  this  should  be 
done,  as  the  absence  of  legislation  on  the  subject  has  forced  generals 
in  the  field  U>  resort  to  various  expedients  for  approximating  the 
desired  end.  It  is  surely  an  evil  that  a  commiuiding  officer  should 
be  placed  in  a  position  which  forces  upon  him  the  choice  of  allowing 
the  efficiency  of  his  command  to  be  seriously  impaired  or  of  attempting 
to  supply  by  the  exercise  of  doubtful  authority  the  want  of  proper 
legal  provision.  The  regard  for  the  sensibility  of  officers  who  have 
heretofore  served  with  credit,  and  which  is  believed  to  be  the  con- 
trolling motive  that  has  hitherto  obstructed  legislation  on  this  subject, 
however  honorable  and  proper,  may  be  carried  to  a  point  which  seri- 
ously injures  the  public  good;  and  if  this  be  the  case,  it  can  scarcely 
be  questioned  which  of  the  two  considerations  should  be  deemed 
paramount. 

The  Se(nretary*s  recommendations  on  the  subject  of  facilitating  the 
acquisition  of  the  tron  required  for  maintaining  the  efficiency  of  i*ail- 
road  communication  on  the  important  military  lines  are  commended 
to  your  favor.  The  necessity  for  the  oi>eration  in  full  vigor  of  such 
lines  is  too  important  to  need  comment. 

The  question  in  dispute  between  the  two  Governments  relative  to 
the  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war  has  been  frequently  presented  in 
fonner  messages  and  reports,  and  is  fully  treated  by  the  Secretary. 
The  solicitude  of  the  Government  for  the  relief  of  our  captive  fellow- 
citizens  has  known  no  abatement,  but  has,  on  the  contrary,  been  still 
more  deeply  evoked  by  the  additional  sufferings  to  which  they  have 
been  wantonly  subjected  by  deprivation  of  adequate  food,  cloth- 
ing, and  fuel,  which  they  were  not  even  permitted  to  purchase  from 
the  prison  sutlers.  Finding  that  the  enemy  attempted  to  excuse  their 
barbarous  treatment  by  the  unfounded  allegation  that  it  was  retalia- 
tory for  like  conduct  on  our  part,  an  offer  was  made  by  ns  with  a 
view  of  ending  all  pretext  for  such  recriminations  or  pretended 
retaliation. 

The  offer  has  been  accepted,  and  each  Government  is  hei-eafter  to 
be  allowed  to  provide  necessary  comforts  to  its  own  citizens  held  cap- 
tive by  the  other.  Active  efforts  are  in  progress  for  the  immediate 
execution  of  this  agreement,  and  it  is  hoped  that  but  few  daj-s  will 
elapse  before  we  shall  be  relieved  from  the  distressing  thought  that 
painful  physical  suffering  is  endured  by  so  many  of  our  fellow-citizens 
whose  fortitude  in  captivity  illustrates  the  national  character  as  fully 
as  did  their  valor  in  actual  conflict. 


The  employment  of  slaves  for  service  with  the  Army  as  teamsters 
or  cooks,  or  in  the  way  of  work  upon  the  fortifications,  or  in  the  Gov- 
ernment workshops,  or  in  hospitals  and  other  similar  duties,  was 
authorized  by  the  act  of  17th  of  February  last,  and  provision  was 
made  for  their  impressment  to  a  number  not  exceeding  20,000,  if  it 
shonld  be  found  impracticable  to  obtain  them  by  contract  with  the 
owners.  The  law  contemplated  the  hiring  only  of  the  labor  of  these 
slaves  and  imposed  on  the  Government  the  liability  to  pay  for  the 
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value  of  such  as  might  be  lost  to  the  owners  from  casualties  result- 
ing from  their  employment  in  the  service. 

This  act  has  produced  less  result  than  was  anticipated,  and  further 
provision  is  required  to  render  it  efficacious;  but  my  present  purpose 
is  to  invite  ymr  consideration  to  the  propriety  of  a  radical  modifica- 
tion in  the  theory  of  the  law. 

Viewed  merely  as  property,  and  therefore  as  the  subject  of  impress- 
ment, the  service  or  labor  of  the  slave  has  been  frequently  claimed 
for  short  periods  in  the  construction  of  defensive  works.  The  slave, 
however,  bears  another  relation  to  the  State — that  of  a  person.  The 
law  of  last  February  contemplates  only  the  relation  of  the  slave  to 
the  master  and  limits  the  impressment  to  a  certain  term  of  service. 

But  for  the  purposes  enumerated  in  the 'act,  instruction  in  the 
manner  of  encamping,  marching,  and  parking  trains  is  needful;  so 
that  even  in  this  limited  employment  length  of  service  ad<ls  greatly 
to  the  value  of  the  negro's  labor.  Hazard  is  also  encountered  in  all 
the  positions  to  which  negroes  can  be  assigned  for  service  with  the 
Army,  and  the  duties  required  of  them  demand  loyalty  and  zeal.  In 
tliis  i-espect  the  relation  of  person  predominates  so  far  as  to  render  it 
doubtful  whether  the  private  right  of  property  can  consistently  and 
beneficially  be  continued,  and  it  would  seem  proper  to  acquire  for  the 
public  service  the  entire  property  in  the  lalMr  of  the  slave,  and  to 
pay  therefor  due  compensation  rather  than  to  impress  his  labor  for 
short  terms;  and  this  the  more  especially  as  the  effect  of  the  present 
law  would  vest  this  entire  property  in  all  cases  where  the  slave  mif^ht 
be  recaptured  after  compensation  for  his  loss  had  been  paid  to  the 
private  owner.  Whenever  the  entire  property  in  the  service  of  a 
slave  is  thus  acquired  by  the  Government,  the  question  is  presented 
by  what  tenure  he  should  be  held.  Should  he  be  retained  in  servitude, 
or  should  his  emancipation  be  held  out  to  him  as  a  reward  for  faith- 
ful service,  or  should  it  be  granted  at  once  on  the  promise  of  such 
service;  and  if  emancipated,  what  action  should  be  taken  to  secure 
for  the  freedmau  the  permission  of  the  State  from  which  he  was 
drawn  to  reside  within  its  limits  after  the  close  of  his  public  service? 
The  permission  would  doubtless  be  more  readily  accorded  as  a  reward 
for  past  faithful  service,  and  a  double  motive  for  a  zealous  discharge 
of  duty  would  thus  be  offered  to  those  employed  by  the  Government — 
tlieir  freedom  and  the  gratification  of  the  local  attachment  which  is 
so  marked  a  characteristic  of  the  negro,  and  forms  so  powerful  an 
incentive  to  his  action.  The  policy  of  engaging  to  liberate  the  negro 
on  his  discharge  after  service  faithfully  rendered  seems  to  me  prefer- 
able to  that  of  granting  immediaU;  manumission,  or  that  of  retaining 
him  in  servitude.  If  this  policy  should  recommend  itself  I  j  the  judg- 
ment of  Congress,  it  is  suggested  that,  in  addition  to  the  duties 
heretofore  performed  by  the  slave,  he  might  be  advantageously 
employed  as  pioneer  and  engineer  laborer,  and  in  that  event  that 
the  number  should  be  augmented  to  40,000. 

Beyond  these  limits  and  these  employments  it  does  not  seem  to  me 
desirable,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  go.  A  broad  moral  dis- 
tinction exists  between  the  use  of  slaves  as  soldiei's  in  defense  of 
their  homes  and  the  incitement  of  the  same  peraons  to  insurrection 
against  their  masters.  The  one  is  justifiable  if  necessary,  the  other 
is  iniquitous  and  unworthy  of  a  civilized  people ;  and  such  is  the  judg- 
ment of  all  writers  on  public  law,  as  well  as  that  expressed  and 
insisted  on  by  our  enemies  in  all  wars  prior  to  that  now  waged  against 
us.  By  none  have  the  practices  of  which  Ihey  are  now  guilty  been 
denounced  with  greater  severity  than  by  themselves  in  the  two  wars 
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with  Great  Britain,  in  the  last  and  in  the  present  century;  and  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  of  1776,  when  enumeration  was  made 
of  the  wrongs  which  justified  the  revolt  from  Great  Britain,  the 
climax  of  atrocity  was  deemed  to  be  reached  only  when  the  English 
Monarch  was  denounced  as  having  "excited  domestic  insurrections 
imongst  us." 

The  subject  is  to  be  viewed  by  us,  therefore,  solely  in  the  light  of 
policy  and  oursoelal  economy.  When  so  regarded,  I  must  dissent  from 
'  those  who  advise  a  general  levy  and  arming  of  the  slaves  for  the  duty 
of  soldiers.  Until  onr  white  population  shall  prove  insufficient  for 
the  armies  we  require  and  oan  afford  to  keep  in  the  field,  to  employ 
as  a  soldier  the  negro,  who  has  merely  been  trained  to  labor,  and  as  a 
laborer  [xinder]  the  white  man,  accustomed  from  his  youth  to  the  use 
of  firearms,  would  scarcely  be  deemed  wise  or  advantageous  by  any; 
and  this  is  the  question  now  before  us.  But  should  the  alternative 
ever  be  presented  of  subjugation  or  of  the  employment  of  the  slave 
as  a  soldier,  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  what  should  then 
be  our  decision.  Whether  our  view  embraces  what  would,  in  so 
extreme  a  case,  be  the  sum  of  misery  entailed  by  the  dominion  of  the 
enemy,  or  be  restricted  solely  to  the  effect  npon  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  the  negro  population  themselves,  the  result  would  be 
the  same.  The  appalling  demoralization,  suffering,  disease,  and 
death  which  have  been  caused  by  partially  substituting  the  invader^s 
system  of  police  for  the  kind  relation  previously  subsisting  between 
the  master  and  slave  have  been  a  suffleient  demonstration  that  exter- 
nal interference  with  our  institution  of  domestic  slavery  is  productive 
of  evil  only.  If  the  subject  involved  no  other  consideration  than  the 
mere  right  of  property,  the  sacrifices  heretofore  made  by  our  people 
have  been  such  as  to  permit  no  doubt  of  their  readiness  to  surrender 
everj'  possession  in  order  to  secure  their  independence.  But  the 
social  and  political  question,  which  is  exclusively  under  the  control  of 
the  several  States,  has  a  far  wider  and  more  enduring  importance 
than  that  of  pecuniary  interest.  In  its  manifold  phases  it  embraces 
the  stability  of  our  republican  institutions,  resting  on  the  actual 
political  equality  of  all  its  citizens,  and  includes  the  fulfillment  of 
the  task  which  has  been  so  happily  begun — t  hat  of  Christianizing  and 
improving  the  condition  of  the  Africans  who  have,  by  the  will  of 
Providence,  been  placed  in  our  chai^.  Comparing  the  results  of  our 
own  experience  with  those  of  the  experiments  of  othere  who  have 
borne  similar  relation  to  the  Afrittan  race,  the  people  of  the  several 
States  of  the  "Confederacy  have  abundant  reason  to  be  satisfied  with 
the  past,  and  to  use  the  greatest  circumspection  in  determining  their 
course.  These  considerations,  however,  are  rather  applicable  to  the 
improbable  contingency  of  our  need  of  resorting  to  this  element  of 
resistance  than  to  our  present  condition.  If  the  recommendation 
above  made,  for  the  training  of  40,000  negroes  for  the  service  indi- 
cated, shall  meet  your  approval,  it  is  certain  that  even  this  limited 
number,  by  their  preparatory  training  in  intermediate  duties,  would 
form  a  more  valuable  reserve  foroe  in  case  of  ui^ency  than  threefold 
their  number  suddenly  called  from  field  labor,  while  a  fresh  levy 
could,  to  a  certain  extent,  supply  their  places  in  the  special  service 
for  which  they  are  now  employed. 


TTie  regular  annuiil  reports  of  the  Attorney-Grcneral,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  ami  the  Postmaster-Creneral  are  appende<1,  and  give 
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ample  information  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  respective  depart^ 
ments.  They  contain  suggestions  for  legislative  provisions  reqiiire<l 
to  remedy  such  defects  in  the  existing  laws  as  have  been  disclosed  by 
experience,  but  none  of  so  general  or  important  a  character  as  to 
require  that  I  should  do  more  than  recommend  them  to  your  favorable 
oonsideration. 

NEGOTIATIONS  FOR  PEACE. 

The  disposition  of  this  Government  for  a  peaceful  solution  of  the 
issues  which  the  enemy  has  referred  to  the  arbitrament  of  arms  has 
been  too  often  manifested  and  is  too  wetl  known  to  need  new  assur- 
ances. But  while  it  is  true  that  individuals  and  parties  in  the  United 
States  have  indicated  a  desire  to  substitute  reason  for  force,  and  by 
negotiations  to  stop  the  further  sacrifice  of  human  life,  and  to  arrest 
the  calamities  which  now  afiSict  both  countries,  the  authorities  who 
control  the  Government  of  our  enemies  have  too  often  and  too  clearly 
expressed  their  resolution  to  make  no  peace,  except  on  tenns  of  our 
unconditional  submission  and  degradation,  to  leave  us  any  hope  of 
the  cessation  of  hostilities  until  the  delusion  of  their  ability  to  con- 
quer us  is  dispelled.  Among  those  who  are  already  disposed  for 
peace  many  ai*e  actuated  by  principle  and  by  disapproval  and  abhor- 
rence of  the  iniquitous  warfare  that  their  Government  is  waging,  while 
others  are  moved  by  the  conviction  that  it  is  no  longer  to  the  interest 
of  the  United  States  to  continue  a  struggle  in  which  success  is  unat- 
tainable. Whenever  this  fast-growing  conviction  shall  have  taken 
firm  root  in  the  minds  of  a  majority  of  the  Northern  people  there 
will  be  produced  that  willingness  to  nt^tiate  for  peace  which  ia  now 
confined  to  our  side.  Peace  is  manifestly  impossible  unless  desired 
by  both  parties  to  this  war,  and  the  disposition  for  it  among  our  ene- 
mies will  be  best  and  most  certainly  evoked  by  the  demonstration  on 
our  part  of  ability  and  unshaken  determination  to  defend  our  rights, 
and  to  hold  no  earthly  price  too  dear  for  their  purchase.  Whenever 
there  shall  be  on  the  part  of  our  enemies  a  desire  for  peace  there  will 
be  no  difficulty  in  finding  means  by  which  negotiation  can  be  opened, 
but  it  is  obvious  that  no  agency  can  be  called  into  action  until  this 
desire  shall  be  mutual.  When  that  contingency  shall  happen  the 
Government,  to  which  is  confided  the  treaty-making  power,  can  be  at. 
no  loss  for  means  adapted  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  end.  In  the 
hope  that  the  day  will  soon  be  reached  when  under  Divine  favor  these 
States  may  be  allowed  to  enter  on  their  former  peaceful  pursuits  and 
to  develop  the  abundant  natural  resources  with  which  they  are 
blessed,  let  us,  then,  resolutely  continue  to  devote  our  united  and 
unimpaired  energies  to  the  defense  of  our  homes,  our  lives,  and  our 
liberties.  This  is  the  true  path  to  x)eace.  Let  us  tread  it  with  con- 
fidence in  the  assured  result. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Asst.  Quartermaster-General's  Office,  Tax  in  Kind, 

Richmondy  November  7,  IS64. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  report  in  answer  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  14th  of  June,  received 
at  this  office  22d  of  September.    In  consequence  of  the  difficulty  in 
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coUeeting  the  minor  reports  from  the  officers  and  agents  dispersed 
throughout  the  Confederacy,  it  has  been  impossible  to  represent  a  full 
statement  of  all  the  receipts  of  the  crops  of  1863.  The  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department  is  very  imperfectly  rejwrted ;  it  is  supposed  that  the 
mails  containing  the  information  have  been  captured.  Large  quanti- 
ties of  the  tithe  have  been  collected  by  unauthorized  parties  belonging 
to  armies  in  the  field.  These  can  only  be  ascertained  after  many 
months,  through  the  collectors  of  the  money  tax  and  the  penalty  in 
\  default  of  delivery  in  kind.  It  is  expected  that  a  more  complete 
statement  will  be  ready  for  Congress  during  the  first  half  of  its  session. 
The  value  of  the  tithes  which  have  passed  throngh  the  hands  of  the  offi- 
cers on  tax  duty  at  schedule  rates  in  the  several  States  is  $110,527,542. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  reports  from  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 
and  more  complete  statements  from  this  side,  and  the  irregular  col- 
lections by  the  armies  in  the  field  not  reported,  will  increase  this 
amount  to  beyond  $150,000,000.  But  this  must  not  be  assumed  as  the 
tenth  of  ttie  productions,  because  many  delinquents  will  pay  in  money, 
and  large  districts  impracticable  for  the  establishment  of  tax  depots 
will  also  pay  in  money.  The  gross  cost  of  collection  is  reported  at 
$2,376,277.40;  the  net  cost  of  collection,  $1,244,686.07.  These  are 
underestimates  of  the  actual  cost,  the  outstanding  debts  not  being 
included.  The  more  complete  report  will  probably  increase  the  per- 
centage of  cost  of  oollecnon  to  about  4  per  cent,  gross  and  2  net. 
The  net  cost  is  arrived  at  by  deducting  from  the  gross  outlay  the  hire 
of  laborers  and  teamsters,  excess  of  transportation  over  eight  miles, 
purchase  of  means  of  transi>ortation,  grain  sacks,  hay  presses,  scales, 
boxes,  and  barrels— expenses  which  would  have  been  created  if  the 
tax-in-kind  laws  were  not  in  existence. 

The  voluntary  payment  of  the  tithe  tax  exhibits  a  cheerful  compli- 
ance by  the  people  with  the  law.  Generally  the  receipts  exceed  the 
assessors*  estimates,  which  arises  from  the  fact  that  many  producers 
have  voluntarily  paid  their  tax  without  having  been  assessed  at  all; 
but  in  a  few  cases  they  refuse  to  be  assessed,  and  throw  obstacles  in 
the  assessors'  way.  A  remedy  would  be  found  in  a  law  requiring 
producers  to  come  forward  in  their  own  person  or  by  proxy  for  assess- 
ment and  imposing  a  penalty  in'default.  Assessors  for  the  year  1863 
have  in  some  instances  failed  to  assess,  and  in  others  have  rated 
values  so  low  that  producers  have  preferred  to  pay  the  money  value 
and  the  60  per  cent,  penalty  rather  than  deliver  in  kind.  The  occu- 
p^on  by  the  enemy  of  lai^  districts  prevents  assessors  from  oper- 
ating, and  the  absence  of  producers  in  the  Army  is  an  obstacle  to  the 
thorough  assessment  of  the  crops.  The  Army  consumes  many  crops 
of  hay,  com,  oats,  and  even  wheat  before  they  are  matured.  These 
can  never  be  assessed,  and  are  consequently  lost  to  the  tax  in  kind. 
A  modification  of  the  law  is  needed  to  require  the  money  collectors 
everywhere,  both  in  practicable  and  impracticable  localiUes,  to  taJfee 
up  receipts  in  the  hands  of  the  producers  who  have,  through  igno- 
rance, paid  their  tax  in  kind  in  good  faith  to  unauthorized  persons  for 
the  use  of  f^e  Army,  and  to  give  credit  for  such  receipts  in  satisfaction 
of  the  money  value.  The  exemption  from  the  tax  in  kind  on  com  to 
those  who  do  not  produce  more  than  200  bushels  of  com  will  have  a 
serious  effect  upon  the  receipts  of  the  present  year,  and  the  same 
effect  will  be  experienced  in  estimating  the  worth  of  a  producer. 
Under  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  he  cannot  be  taxed  in  kind  unless 
he  is  "worth  $500  for  himself  and  $100  for  each  minor  child  living 
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with  him,  and  $500  in  addition  for  each  minor  son  he  has  living  or 
may  have  lost  or  had  disabled  in  the  military  or  naval  service."  This 
would  not  be  material  if  the  worth  were  estimated  in  our  Treasury 
notes,  but  Article  III,  section  1,  of  the  act  of  17th  of  February,  1864, 
Chapter  LXIV,  values  such  taxable  property  at  its  market  value  in 
the  neighborhood  in  1860.  The  effect  is,  a  producer  rents  a  farm  and 
has  little  other  property  than  500  bushels  of  corn,  the  product  of  the 
farm.  This  crop,  estimated  at  its  value  in  1860,  with  his  other  prop- 
erty, may  not  exceed  the  amount  which  would  exempt  him,  and  he 
pays  no  tithe.    The  report  analyzed  gives  the  following  results: 

The  tithe  of  wheat  (being  29,048,711  rations  of  flour)  and  the  part 
of  the  corn  (amounting  to  49,339,528  rations  of  meal),  at  one  pound 
to  the  ration,  will  supply  bread  for  200,000  men  one  year.  The  tithe 
of  bacon,  at  one-third  jwund  to  the  ration,  will  supply  160,211  men  one 
year.  The  remainder  of  the  tithe  corn,  together  with  the  oats,  at  ten 
pounds  to  the  ration,  will  supply  130,374  animals  one  year.  The  tithe 
hay  and  fodder,  at  ten  pounds  to  the  ration,  will  supply  35,992  animals 
one  year.  But  this  must  not  mislead  into  the  supposition  that  all  the 
tithes  have  gone  to  the  Army.  Besides  issues  to  armies  in  the  field  they 
have  been  distributed  to  the  different  bui>eaus  of  the  War  Department, 
and  have  contributed  largely  to  the  support  of  their  operatives  and 
animals.  To  a  considerable  extent  the  f^ilies  of  soldiers  have  been 
supplied  with  bread  from  them.  Some  remain  on  hand  in  localities 
difficult  of  access,  and  a  small  percentage  has  been  lost  by  fire,  by  the 
enemy,  and  by  decay.  The  analysis  is  given  to  exhibit  in  a  condensed 
shape  the  capacity  of  the  tax  in  kind  to  furnish  food. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LARKIN  SMITH. 
Assistant  Qttartermaster' General. 


War  Department, 

November  8,  186^. 

His  Excellency  JEFFBBSON  Davis, 

Presided: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  reports  and  letters 
from  Brigadier-General  Echols  and  others,  disclosing  the  existence  of 
a  treasonable  association  among  the  disaffected  people  resident  in 
various  counties  of  Southwestern  Virginia.  This  association  is  so 
pernicious  and  formidable  in  its  operations  and  designs  as  to  require 
prompt  and  vigorous  measures  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
arrest  and  repress  it.  Some  weeks  since,  through  the  zeal  and  vigi- 
lance of  Leory,  who  had  been  employed  by  the  Department  as  a 
commissioner  to  examine  persons  under  arrest  by  the  military  author- 
ities, intelligence  was  received  of  combinations  being  formed  among 
the  disloyal  in  one  or  more  counties  for  dangerous  ends,  and  he  was 
instructed  to  devote  himself  diligently  to  the  investigation  and  dis- 
covery of  their  character,  extent,  and  aims.  At  the  same  time  his 
expert  detectives  were  sent  from  this  city  to  aid  in  making  inquiries 
and  discoveries.  Through  oonferaions  that  were  made  by  a  sus- 
pected party  under  military  arrest  on  other  grounds,  and  by  the 
success  of  these  detectives,  while  themselves  under  apparent  arrest, 
in  winning  the  confidence  of  other  guilty  parties,  information  was 
obtained  both  of  the  names  of  some  members  of  the  association  and 
of  the  signs  and  passwords  by  which  they  might  be  approached  and 
communicated  wiUi.    The  detectives  then  prooeeded  to  proeeoute 
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their  researches  and  to  obtain  an  insight  into  the  character  and  aims 
of  the  association. 

At  the  same  time  other  investigationR  were  being  actively  made  by 
Mr.  Leery  and  by  Brigadier-General  Echols,  then  in  command  of  the 
department,  to  whom  all  discoveries  effected  were  disclosed.  The 
result  has  been  to  ascertain  that  for  months  past  there  has  existed 
in  Southwest  Virginia  an  association  with  its  headquarters  outside 
the  Confederacy,  within  the  enemy's  lines  and  probably  under  tlie 
guidance  of  intelligent  but  artful  traitors  and  foes,  extending  over 
many  counties  and  spreading  rapidly  among  the  disaffected,  and 
through  their  insidious  representations  among  the  ignorant  likewise, 
having  for  its  direct  purpose  to  give  aid  and  co-operation  to  the  enemy 
in  their  efforts  for  the  subjugation  of  the  State  as  also  to  shield  them- 
selves  from  danger  and  participate  in  the  spoils  and  confiscations  of 
the  enemy. 

The  association  is  secret,  the  members  have  signs  and  passwords 
known  only  among  themselves,  and  are  bound  to  each  other  for  the 
prosecution  of  their  nefarious  designs  by  the  most  solemn  oaths. 
They  are  under  obligation  to  encourage  desertions  from  the  Army 
and  to  pass  and  harbor  aU  deserters,  escaped  prisoners,  or  spies;  to 
give  information  to  the  enemy  of  the  movements  of  our  troops,  of 
exposed  or  weakened  positions,  of  inviting  opportunities  of  attack, 
and  to  guide  and  assist  the  enemy  either  in  advance  or  retreat.  They 
are  believed  on  more  than  one  occasion  to  have  caused  the  frustration 
of  our  plans  and  successful  surprises  by  the  enemy,  and  among  the 
latter  the  one  that  resulted  disastrously  in  the  death  of  the  gallant 
General  Morgan.  They  have  an  understanding  with  the  enemy  that 
they  are  in  every  event  to  be  free  from  military  service;  that  their 
homes  and  possessions  are  to  be  ever  preserved,  to  secure  which  they 
have  certadn  indications  by  which  their  property  is  to  bo  recognized ; 
that  whether  on  mere  present  successes  or  on  ultimate  conquest,  they 
are  to  pf^icipate  in  the  rewards  of  victor}'.  Numbers  of  desei'ters 
from  our  armies  and  of  violent  disaffected  men,  both  from  within  and 
without  our  lines,  have  collected  in  this  vicinity,  and  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  members  of  this  association,  and  having  from  thom  aid 
and  countenance,  have  banded  together,  plundering  and  subsisting 
upon  the  means  of  the  well-affected  citizens  and  holding  ail  such  in 
some  counties,  by  threats  and  outrages,  in  such  terror  as  to  pi-evcTit 
not  merely  efforts  against  them,  but  even  disclosures  of  their  names 
or  deeds. 

This  association,  originating  in  remote  localities,  little  known  and 
difficult  of  access,  long  escaped  observation  and  detection.  Enjoying 
in  consequence  impunity,  it  has  of  late  spread  extensively  and  is  now 
diffosed  over  many  counties  of  Southwest  Virginia,  and  has  even 
extended  to  some  bordering  counties  of  the  Valley.  It  embraces  some 
citizens  of  position  and  inffuence  hitherto  unsuspected,  and  has  been 
able  in  one  county  to  elect  the  sheriff  and  in  otliers  the  Justices  of 
the  peace  from  its  members.  In  not  a  few  they  exercise  a  controlling 
influence  over  witnesses  and  jurors,  and  consequently  in  the  admin- 
istration of  criminal  law.  As  their  numbers  have  extended,  their 
leaders  have  become  more  ambitious  in  their  designs.  They  have  lately 
conceived  the  idea  of  forming  a  new  State  of  Southwest  Virginia,  and 
within  their  association  have  elected  officers  whom  they  style  gov- 
ernor, lieutenant-governor,  brigadier-general,  and  judges,  so  as  to 
furnish  the  official  organization  of  a  government.  They  claim,  like- 
wise, to  have  extended  their  insidious  operations  to  our  armies  and 
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to  have  in  at  least  one  regiment  tlie  majority  of  the  soldiers,  and  in 
many  others  members  actively  engaged  in  encouraging  desertion^  and 
disseminating  their  principles.  One  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
association  adyised  the  detectives,  supposed  to  be  members,  that  the 
best  service  they  could  render  would  be  by  gaining  in  the  army  of 
Gtoneral  Lee  adherents  to  their  plans. 

When  these  discoveries  were  partially  made  this  Department  was 
anxious  to  remedy  the  progressing  evil  by  sending  forces  Into  the  dis- 
affected counties  to  arrest  or  disperse  deserters  and  predatory  bands, 
and  by  instituting  legal  proceedings  gainst  the  leaders  of  the  associ- 
ation. Forces  have  been  advantageously  employed  in  restoring  order 
and  making  arreste  in  several  of  the  most  disaffected  counties,  but 
the  deserters  and  outlaws,  with  the  information  and  aid  received,  in 
large  numbers  escape  into  the  recesses  of  the  mountains  and  pass  to 
other  counties. 

To  determine  whether  judicial  proceedings  should  be  instituted, 
Mr.  Nicholas  F.  Bocock,  of  Buckingham,  a  lawyer  of  experience,  intel- 
ligence, and  character,  was  sent  by  the  Department  to  investigate  the 
nature  of  the  evidence  and  advise  the  remedies  to  be  applied.  His 
information  and  examination  convince  him  that  while  the  evidence  is 
fnlly  adequate  to  satisfy  any  reasonable  mind  of  the  facts  stated,  yet 
being  derived  indirectly  from  parties  implicated,  from  the  reports  of 
others,  and  from  circumstances  of  suspicion  would,  in  most  instances, 
not  suffice  to  convict  on  indictments  for  overt  acts  of  treason.  There 
would,  too,  be  little  chance  of  justice  before  the  tribunals  in  the  dis- 
aifected  region  where  both  complicity  and  terror  would  preclude  fair 
judgments.  He  therefore  recommends  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  as  at  once  the  prudent  and  most  satisfactory  remedy. 
In  this  view  I  fully  concur.  The  prompt  arrest  of  all  the  leaders 
in  this  traitorous  conspiracy  might  then  be  made  by  the  military 
authorities;  they  could  be  removed,  to  the  terror  of  their  accom- 
plices, and  be  detained  at  a  distance  from  tiie  places  of  their  deleteri- 
ous influences. 

The  less  conspionons  and  more  ignorant  members  would  be  affrighted 
and  deterred  from  the  further  prc^cution  of  their  evil  designs,  and 
all  would  be  repressed  by  the  loiowledge  that  they  could  at  any  time 
be  seized  and  confined  by  the  military  authority.  The  dread  alone  of 
such  action  would  in  general  suffice,  and,  except  in  case  of  leading 
culprits,  there  would  probably  be  little  or  no  occasion  to  exercise  the 
power  of  arrest  and  detention.  Experience  has  shown  that  such  has 
been  heretofore,  in  case  of  apprehended  dangerous  combinations  or 
individual  disloyalty,  the  salutary  effect  of  the  mere  suspension.  I 
therefore  advise  that  its  suspension  under  the  present  formidable 
appearance  of  disaffection  in  Southwest  Virginia  be  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  Congress. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[ItuHotnn  Ko.  t.] 

Christiansburg,  Atigust  £8,  1864. 

[Major  Leort(?):] 

Major  :  Understanding  that  you  intend  visiting  Richmond  for  the 
purpose  of  representing  the  condition  of  this  section  of  country  to 
the  military  authorities,  we  desire  to  unite  our  testimony  with  yours. 
We  would  respectfully  represent  that  the  counties  of  Montgomery, 
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Floyd,  GileSf  and  others  adjacent,  are  infested  by  armed  bands  of 
deserters,  botb  from  onrs  and  the  Yankee  army;  that  the  lives  and 
property  of  all  loyal  citizens  are  rendered  very  insecure  by  their 
presence;  property  having  been  repeatedly  bnmed  and  unarmed  and 
inoffensive  citizens  fired  upon;  that  the  reserve  forces  of  this  section 
are  totally  inefftcient  under  existing  organization,  the  deserters  having 
fired  upon,  captured  some  of  them,  and  dispersed  the  remainder;  that 
we  have  good  and  sufficient  reason  to  believe  that  a  secret  society 
whose  principal  object  is  to  encour^e  desertion  exists  in  our  midst, 
and  has  for  members  all  or  nearly  all  the  disloyal  portion  of  our 
community. 

We  further  believe  that  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad  will 
be  cut  by  the  deserters  unless  they  are  dispelled,  and  that  communi- 
cation by  this  important  line  is  in  danger  of  being  interrupted  at  any 
time  by  them. 

Permit  us,  major,  to  express  the  entire  confidence  that  we  feel  in 
your  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  our  country,  and  we  believe  that  you  will 
use  every  exertion  to  obtain  for  us  relief  from  the  existtog  state  of 
affikirs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

ROBT.  L.  CUSTIN, 
JAMES  P.  HAMMET, 
Members  Committee  of  Safety,  Monigomery  Coimty. 

[Inoloaon  Ho.  3.] 

Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  Southwbstebk  Va.  akd  East  Tess.j 

Dubilm,  September  1, 1864, 

Hon.  Jabces  A.  Sbi>i>on, 

Secretary  of  Wa/r: 

SiB:  Mr.  Leory,  the  highly  intelligent  commissioner,  Ac,  for  this 
department,  goes  to  Richmond  this  morning  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sultation with  the  authorities,  principally  with  yourself,  in  regard  to 
a  matter  of  importance  to  our  cause  in  this  section  and  in  one  or  two 
of  the  adjoining  States.  We  have  for  some  time  back  suspected  the 
existence  of  a  secret  treasonable  association,  but  have  not  until 
recently  been  able  to  determine  its  existence  and  extent,  when  Iibr. 
I/eory,  by  his  intelligence  and  perseverance,  has  been  enabled  to 
determine  with  certainty  its  character  and  existence  and  extent.  He 
will  explain  to  you  the  whole  matter.  Some  action  must  be  taken  at 
once  in  regard  thereto,  and  I  hope  that  the  assistance  which  Mr. 
Leory  desires  in  the  way  of  experiment  and  skillful  detectives  may 
be  furnished  to  him.  I  wiU,  of  course,  do  all  in  my  poorer  to  aid  him 
in  the  department. 

I  have  found  matters  in  the  department  in  a  bad  condition,  but 
will  do  all  in  my  power  to  correct  them. 
I  am,  very  reefpeotfolly,  Ac, 

JNO.  ECHOLS. 

Brig€tdier-&enerdL 

[bdlaninHo.S.] 

DUBUN,  Va.,  September  90, 1864. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir:  As  the  car  was  about  leaving  this  point  yesterday  I  wrote  to 
you  a  hurried  note  stating  that  my  plans  with  reference  to  the  socieiy 
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known  as  the  "  Heroes  of  America"  had  been  saccessfal.  The  detect- 
ives, with  the  aid  I  furnished  them,  have  passed  as  members  of  this 
oMer  and  are  obtaining  important  information.  We  have  a  la^e  list 
of  traitors.  Within  ten  miles  of  this  place  we  find  three  justices  of 
the  peace  and  one  Methodist  minister  attached  to  the  society.  While 
in  Montgomery -County,  among  others,  we  have  discovered  the  name 
of  the  sheriff  recently  elected.  I  have  also  reliable  information  that 
a  prominent  lawyer,  once  a  candidate  for  lieutenant-governor  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  is  a  leading  member  of  the  treasonable  order. 
I  have  but  two  detectives  from  Richmond  and  two  obtained  here.  I 
need  more  at  once.  The  adjoining  counties  are  full  of  these  people, 
and  three  or  four  men  work  in  such  a  mass  too  slowly.  I  wish  before 
any  arrests  are  made  to  obtain  testimony  against  the  leaders  in  four 
or  five  counties.  I  am  told  there  are  800  members  of  the  order  in 
Montgomery  County  alone. 

The  Governor  of  this  State,  having  been  informed  of  the  existence 
of  a  secret  society  for  treasonable  purposes  in  Floyd  County,  is  taking 
steps  to  break  it  up.  I  fear  his  plans  and  mine  may  conflict.  Would 
it  not  be  well  to  have  him  informed  of  the  measures  the  GoTemment 
has  adopted? 

I  have  efficient  aid  from  Groneral  Echols. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  J.  LEORY, 
C.  8.  Commissioner. 

[iDoIoaure  So.  4.] 

Office  Cohmissionbb, 

Dublvriy  ^epUanber  19,  I864. 
Sir:  I  have  but  a  moment  to  write.    My  plans  concerning  the  secret 
society  have  been  completely  successful.    I  need  more  detectives.  I 
fear  the  steps  taken  by  (Governor  Smith  may  interfere  with  mine.  I 
have  names  of  many  members — ^more  prominent  men. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  J.  LEORY. 

[IneliMiim  Ho.  6.] 

BepoH  of  Detectives. 

Left  Dublin  the  12th  of  September  (Monday  evening);  stopped  all 
night  with  a  Mr.  Morgan,  north  the  railroad  about  one  mile  from 
New  River  bridge;  started  next  morning  for  the  Central  depot; 
stopped  there  and  made  inquiry  for  parties  said  to  be  living  there; 
could  find  no  such  parties  there.  Saw  Doctor  Hammet,  who  informed 
me  where  some  of  the  parties  could  be  found;  took  the  train  to 
Christiansbui^;  arrived  there,  went  in  search  of  some  of  the  parties 
named;  firat  man  found  was  Rowsie,  a  German  living  directly  oppo- 
site tho  hotel  kept  by  Mr.  Burgess.  He  was  standing  in  the  door  of 
the  blacksmith  shop.  I  walked  up  to  him  and  gave  him  the  sign  of 
the  order.  He  did  not  answer  at  first,  seeming  very  shy.  After'a 
few  moments  made  the  sign  again.  After  a  little  while  he  said, 
**  These  are  gloomy  times  here,"  that  being  one  of  the  passwords  of 
the  order.  I  answered,  "Yes,  but  we  are  looking  for  better,"  that 
being  the  answer.  He  then  smiled,  seeing  I  had  answered  him  cor- 
rectly. We  then  had  a  little  talk.  He  then  introduced  me  to  a  young 
man  named  Henry  Questine,  who  was  working  at  the  forge.  I  passed 
the  sign,  grip,  and  passwords  with  him.   After  getting  out  of  the 


Digitized  by 


COKFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES. 


807 


door  he  told  Rowaie  he  thought  he  knew  me.  I  asked  Rowsie  what 
his  name  was.  He  told  me.  I  then  told  him  he  did  know  me.  I 
thereupon  went  in  and  told  him  I  was  not  passing  by  my  full  name, 
and  asked  him  not  to  make  my  name  known,  ad  it  might  prevent  my 
passing  about  a  little  unsafe  with  the  authorities,  which  I  think  he 
was  careful  in  doing.  Rowsie  then  invited  me  in  the  adjoining  shop, 
there  introduced  me  to  a  man  at  the  forge  by  the  name  of  Fariss.  I 
passed  signs,  grip,  and  passwords  with  him,  and  we  then  had  a  con- 
versation about  the  gloomy  times  and  gloomy  men ;  found  him  a  mem- 
ber of  the  order,  very  much  against  the  Confederate  States ;  heard 
from  Questine  afterward  that  this  man  talked  with  General  Averell 
at  the  time  he  was  in  Ghristiansburg.  There  was  also  a  Qerman, 
whose  name  I  did  not  learn,  at  work  with  him,  also  a  member  of  the 
order. 

By  ajvpointment  with  Questine,  McGill  and  myself  walked  out  with 
him  some  dis^nce  on  the  road  and  had  a  long  conversation  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Older,  Its  members,  objects,  Ac.  He  told  me  of  the  follow- 
ing-named persons,  members  of  the  order:  Daniel  H.  Hcge,  the  lawj'er 
living  on  the  North  Fork  of  the  Roanoke  River;  William  Harman  and 
Captain  Callahan,  of  the  police;  Capt.  John  Francis,  formerly  of 
French's  battery,  now  sheriff-elect  of  the  county  of  Montgomery.  He 
told  me  this  man  had  resigned  his  command,  and  his  lieutenant  had 
afterward  carried  the  most  of  his  command  to  the  Yankee  army. 
He  also  told  us  the  organization  was  first  formed  in  the  county  by  a 
man  named  Horace  Dean,  about  twelve  months  ago,  who  came  on 
from  Richmond,  but  whose  home  is  in  North  Carolina,  and  that  he 
passed  through  Carroll  County,  Va.,  on  his  way  home.  Also  a  man 
named  Williams,  a  wheelwright  in  Ghristiansburg,  belonging  to  the 
order,  and  William  Burnett,  a  cabinetmaker,  of  same  town,  who  was 
afterward  seen  and  conversed  with  by  McGill.  Also  one  Randall 
Cardin,  an  initiating  officer,  who  lives  on  the  Pepper's  Ferry  road, 
and  one  Bresser,  nearby,  and  said  there  were  some  ten  of  them  living 
there  near  together  of  the  order,  and  of  a  lot  of  deserters  on  a  place 
called  Tom*s  Creek,  and  said  they  were  supplied  with  powder  and  caps 
by  members  in  Ghristiansburg  to  resist  their  capture.  He  mentioned 
in  his  conversation  that  the  members  of  the  order  were  bound  to  con- 
vey all  the  information  they  could  obtain  to  the  enemy,  and  to  assist 
all  deserters  from  our  army.  On  the  following  day,  the  14th  day  of 
September,  McGill  arid  myself  were  seated  on  the  platform  in  front  of 
Rowsie's  dwelling;  he,  Rowsie,  then  told  us  that  Capt.  John  Francis, 
then  sitting  a  short  distance  from  us  with  several  persons  around 
him,  all  belonged  to  the  order,  and  that  he  was  elected  sheriff  by  rea- 
son of  his  being  a  member  of  the  order,  and  also  of  Lawyer  Daniel  II. 
Hoge,  of  the  same  county,  who  was  also  a  member  of  the  order;  that 
thi^e-fourths  at  least  of  the  people  of  the  county  were  members,  and 
in  ^\oyd  County  nearly  all  the  people,  and  in  Giles  and  Montgomery, 
and  also  a  greater  part  of  the  men  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Virginia  Regi- 
ment also  members,  and  that  it  was  widely  extending  in  the  army  near 
Petersburg. 

We  endeavored  on  the  same  evening  to  get  an  interview  with  Capt. 
John  Francis.  I  sent  Questino  to  ask  him  to  meet  us  in  room  No.  4 
in  the  hotel;  saw  McGill;  told  him.  We  then  went  on  to  the  room; 
remained  there  some  time.  Captain  Francis  did  not  come.  I  then 
asked  McGill  to  go  out  and  look  for  him.  He  went  out,  and  saw  Ques- 
tine go  up  and  speak  to  Francis,  who  directly  after  mounted  his  horse 
and  rode  off  without  ourspeaking  to  him.    We  supposedhe  was  afraid 
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we  were  not  all  right,  and  we  thought  the  rest  of  the  party  seemed  to 
be  getting  restless  and  nneasy  from  some  cause  or  other.  We  left 
Christiansbui^  and  walked  to  the  Montgomery  Springs ;  left  there  next 
morning,  Thursday,  15th,  for  Dublin  Depot;  then  went  over  to  New- 
hem;  had  an  interview  with  Major  Leoiy;  started  next  morning  from 
Newbem  for  Snowville ;  stopped  on  the  route  at  Andy  Hall's,  between 
the  ferry  and  Snowville ;  found  the  family  strong  Union  people.  The 
women  seemed  to  know  all  abont  the  order;  one  of  the  women  knew 
the  passwords.  I  afterward  heard  they  were  members  of  the  order. 
Andy  Hall  said  his  sons  and  son-in-law  were  in  the  brush,  and  would 
never  serve  in  the  Southern  Army.  Told  them  we  were  Union  men 
in  search  of  information  to  send  to  the  Federal  Army.  They  seemed 
highly  pleased.  Andy  Hall  said  he  had  never  joined  the  order;  that 
his  recollection  was  so  bad  he  could  not  remember  the  passwords,  Ac 
When  we  left  he  walked  with  us  and  showed  us  the  road;  told  us  to 
stop  at  his  brother's,  David  P.  Hall ;  that  he  was  a  member  of  the 
order.  We  then  passed  on  to  Snowville;  staid  all  night.  Left  next 
morning,  Saturday,  the  17th,  for  Childress*  Store;  passed  by,  came  to 
the  farm  of  William  Childress,  who,  we  had  been  informed,  was  a 
member  of  Uie  order.  Met  him  at  home;  passed  sign  and  grip  and 
X)a88Words  with  him;  found  him  to  be  a  member  of  the  order;  had  a 
conversation  about  the  war  and  found  him  a  strong  Union  man,  much 
opx>osed  to  the  war  and  the  Confederacy.  Told  ns  his  brothers,  Tom 
and  Stephen,  were  members,  and  invited  us  over  to  the  distillery,  where 
we  met  his  brother  Tom,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  who  is  a  very  strong 
Union  man.  He  said,  in  conversation  with  McGill,  that  some  man  was 
making  brandy,  and  would  like  to  make  some  for  Uncle  Jeff;  that  he 
would  make  it  all  right.  McGill  replied  he  would  put  something  in  it, 
would  he  not?  He  said  yes,  seeming  much  pleased.  There  was  also  a 
cooper  named  Tom  W.  Terry,  a  violent  Union  man.  Capt.  John  Fran- 
cis came  while  we  were  there,  and  there  was  a  great  deal  of  private 
conversation  funong  the  party.  Then  we  were  afterward  told  by 
James  Hight  that  they  were  consulting  about  killing  us  if  they  could 
find  out  whether  we  were  spiw  sent  there  to  find  out  what  they  were 
doing.  When  we  were  in  the  act  of  leaving,  Stephen  Childress  advised 
us  not  to  go  on  to  Christiansburg,  but  to  stop  with  Madison  Smith,  a 
preacher. 

We  went  on  to  Christianfiburg  next  morning,  Sunday,  18th ;  raining 
quite  hard;  went  out  to  Preacher  Smith's;  found' him  at  home;  went 
in;  made  the  sign  to  Mm.  He  did  not  answer  at  first;  seemed  to  be 
suspicious  of  us.  We  entered  into  conversation  with  him;  told  him 
we  were  recommended  to  come  to  see  him  by  Stephen  Childress,  and, 
after  talking  sometime,  told  him,  from  conversation  with  Childrees, 
I  inferred  he  was  a  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Heroes  of  America; 
said  he  had  heard  of  it ;  told  him  we  were  in  search  of  information 
to  take  to  the  Federal  Army.  He  was  much  in  favor  of  the  Yankees 
and  opposed  to  l^e  Confederate  cause.  Told  us  we  need  not  be 
afraid  to  talk  to  him;  told  him  McGill  was  going  tiirough  the  lines. 
During  the  time  we  were  there  a  man  named  James  Thompson  came 
in.  He  was  a  violent  Union  man;  said  to  be  keeper  of  the  poorhouse. 
After  remaining  three  or  four  hours,  we  took  our  leave,  and  had 
gotten  some  100  yards  when  Preacher  Smith  called  to  us.  We  halted; 
he  came  up  to  us  and  said  he  supposed  we  understood  he  was  all 
right — that  he  was  a  preacher  and  must  be  cautij>us  how  he  talked  to 
strangers.  Told  him  I  supposed  he  was  a  member  of  the  order;  that 
he  knew  we  were,  and  in  as  mudi  duiger  as  himself.   He  than 
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acknowledged  lie  was;  gave  as  the  grip  at  parting  and  wished  us 
much  saccess  at  parting ;  then  x»arted  and  went  back  to  Christiansbnrg. 

Left  next  morning,  Monday,  19tb,  for  Montgomery  Springs.  Next 
day,  Toesday,  20th,  went  over  to  see  Daniel  H.  Hoge;  found  Mm  at 
home;  engaged  in  conversation  with  him;  passed  sign  with  him; 
MoGill  said,  "It's  gloomy  times."  Hesaid,  "Yes,  they  were  gloomy." 
I  answered,  "Yes,  but  we  were  looking  for  better."  Hoge  asked 
what  we  were  looking  for.  I  answered,  "A  red  and  white  cord."  He 
asked,  "Why  a  cord?"  I  answered,  "Because  it  is  safe  for  us  and 
our  families."  He  then  remarked  it  was  a  good  cause.  McGill  said  he 
thought  it  was.  He  then  asked  where  we  were  from.  I  told  him  I 
belonged  to  Parker's  battery  on  Hewlett's  farm,  and  was  from  Rich- 
mond. He  asked  me  who  was  working  in  the  cause  in  Richmond ; 
told  him  I  was  not  much  in  the  city  and  could  not  tell  him,  but  I 
boiew  the  masses  of  the  people  were  opposed  to  the  war.  He  then 
aaked  me  if  the  order  had  spread  much  in  the  army.  We  told  him 
it  vas  spreading  rapidly.  He  said  he  never  wanted  to  see  the  Con- 
federacy re<M>gnized.  He  also  asked  me  how  A.  J.  Crane  and  H.  K. 
Ellyson,  of  tiie  city,  were  in  the  cause;  said  he  would  like  much  to 
hear  from  him;  urged  me  to  see  him  and  find  out,  and  write  to  him 
if  he  belonged  to  the  order,  and  to  write  how  the  cause  was  progress- 
ing in  the  city  and  army,  and  who  was  working.  Told  him  I  did  not 
know  if  we  should  go  back  to  Richmond.  McGiU  told  him  he  thought 
he  should  go  through  the  lines  and  go  to  Alexandria.  Hoge  told  him 
he  had  better  stay  and  work  in  the  cause  and  try  to  elect  members  to 
the  Legislature  who  were  favorable  to  the  call  of  a  convention  of 
States  to  settle  the  war.  Said  he  would  like  to  see  John  M.  Botts,  and 
would  write  to  Mm  if  he  knew  how  to  get  a  letter  to  him,  as  bethought 
Botts  could  give  him  a  great  deal  of  information.  Thought  they 
could  devise  some  means  to  stop  the  war.  I  told  Mm  I  would  convey 
the  letter.  He  f^en  asked  me  if  I  would  write  a  few  lines  to  Botto 
and  request  Mm  to  write  to  Mm  (Hoge),  and  that  he  would  like  to 
meet  Mx.  Botts  in  Lynchburg,  as  his  cUbughter  was  going  to  school 
there  and  he  could  go  down  there  and  see  him  without  creating  any 
suspicion.    I  promised  to  write  to  Mr.  Botts  and  also  to  him  (Hoge). 

Mr.  Hoge  told  us  this  order  was  known  to  most  of  the  officers  in 
the  Yankee  army,  and  that  the  members  of  it  were  not  molested  by 
them,  and  that  during  the  time  the  Yankees  were  at  Blacksburg  they 
picketed  on  the  side  of  the  mountain  opposite  his  house,  and  that 
they  were  in  the  act  of  taking  a  horse  from  a  woman,  but  upon  being 
satiiafied  that  the  man  was  all  right,  or  member  of  the  order,  they  did 
not  take  the  horse.  They  inquirod  of  the  woman  who  lived  down  there 
(meaning  his,  Hoge's,  place).  She  answered  that  if  they  knew  that 
man  as  well  as  she  did  they  would  not  molest  him;  that  it  was  Daniel 
H.  Hoge,  and  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  war  from  its  commencement, 
and  had  been  fighting  agamst  it  ever  since.  They  then  said  tiiey 
would  not  interrupt  Mm,  and  did  not.  He  stated  that  he  should  have 
gone  to  Blacksburg  while  the  Yankees  were  there,  but  th&%,  it  was 
raining,  and  he  could  not  walk,  and  that  he  could  not  ride  without 
attracting  too  much  notice,  and  that  his  wife  was  confined  and  opposed 
to  his  going;  consequently  did  not  go.  He  said  he  knew  the  Yankees 
would  not  take  him  prisoner  or  otherwise  interfere  with  him.  At 
parting  shook  hands,  gave  us  the  grip  of  the  order,  wished  us  suc- 
cess, agidn  asked  me  to  write;  promised  to  do  so. 


JNO.  B.  WILLIAMS. 
THOMAS  McGILL. 
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[lodoiMnMnt.) 

Wab  Opfick, 

November  P,  I864, 
Submitted  by  Major  Carringtou,  provost-marshal,  with  assurances 
of  the  reliableness  of  the  parties. 

R.  G.  H.  KEAN, 
Chief  of  Bwreau  of  War. 

[InoloMnSo.*.] 

Bepori  of  JJetecHves. 

l*lNOAflTLK,  Monday y  October  10. 

While  sitting  on  the  iwrch  ot  i.  &  YL.  Gaggenheimer  the  sign  of 
secrecy  of  the  Order  of  Heroes  of  America  was  given  me  by  a  man 
whom  I  afterward  learned  was  named  George  Fellows,  who  was  sit- 
ting on  his  porch  opposite.  I  ans'trared  him.  In  a  few  minutes  he 
crossed  the  street  toward  me  and  gave  me  a  sign  to  follow  him.  I 
went  on  and  followed  him  into  a  ci  tlar.  After  getting  in  he  said, 
"Three."  I  answered,  *'Days."  He  Uien  said  I  was  all  right,  and 
took  from  his  pocket  a  bottle  of  brandy  and  invited  me  to  drink.  He 
then  told  me  he  had  been  informed  that  there  were  two  Yankee  spies 
in  town,  and  that  I  had  been  pointed  out  to  him  as  one  of  them.  He 
said  he  told  the  man  he  would  find  out,  and  that  after  giving  me  the 
sign  and  finding  I  was  all  right,  that  the  man  might  go  to  the  devil. 
He  told  me  the  head  man  of  the  order  in  the  county  lived  in  town, 
and  he  would  like  me  to  see  him.  I  told  him  I  should  like  to  have  an 
interview  with  him.  He  told  me  his  name  was  John  Camper.  About 
this  time  some  man  came  in  the  cellar,  when  I  walked  out.  The 
same  evening  of  the  10th,  McGill  (uid  myself  were  on  the  same  porch, 
and  I  saw  Fellows  and  another  man  sitting  in  a  door  opposite  to  us. 
Fellows  made  a  sign  toward  the  other  man.  From  this  I  understood 
it  to  be  John  Camper.  In  a  short  time  we  got  up  and  started  down 
the  street  in  the  direction  of  Camper's  residence.  Camper  followed 
us.  When  he  got  to  his  gate  he  started  in.  We  gave  him  the  sign  of 
secrecy.  He  answered.  We  then  went  through  with  the  passwords. 
He  then  invited  us  in.  We  went  in-and  took  a  seat  on  the  porch; 
talked  about  the  ordei  and  the  war,  &c.  I  asked  him  what  the  obli- 
gations of  the  order  were;  told  him  I  understood  they  were,  in  part, 
to  convey  all  the  information  to  the  Federal  army  that  could  be 
obtained  and  to  assist  deserters  in  passing  through  the.  country  from 
the  Confederate  army.  He  said  yes;  that  was  their  obligation,  and 
said  the  order  was  known  by  the  Yankee  officers,  and  that  when  the 
Yankees  passed  through  the  town  that  he  asked  them  for  a  guard, 
and  they  posted  two  at  his  gate.  He  also  told  us  that  about  1,000 
deserters  had  passed  through  the  country;  that  they  passed  around 
the  town,  flanking  it  He  told  us  owner  of  the  factory  nearly 
Opposite  his  house  was  a  member  of  the  order,  and  that  his  name  wa^ 
Amons.  And  the  man  who  lived  next  above  him  was  also  a  member. 
His  name  J  did  not  learn.  After  some  other  conversation  we  took 
our  leave.    He  gave  us  the  grip  at  parting. 

We  started  on  back  to  the  hotel  at  which  we  were  stopping.  We 
were  overtaken  by  a  negro  shoemaker,  at  whose  house  we  had  previ- 
ously met  Fellows,  and  was  told  by  him  to  look  out,  that  the  citizens 
of  the  town  were  making  up  a  party  to  arrest  us.  We  then  met 
Fellows,  who  told  us  the  same  and  advising  us  to  leave  town,  and 
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requested  us  to  meet  him  in  the  cellar  where  wo  had  met  in  the  morn- 
ing. Promised  to  meet  liim.  We  then  went  on  to  the  hotel.  There 
found  several  persons  gathered  and  some  excitement.  After  consulta- 
tion, thought  both  had  better  not  go.  I  remained,  and  McGiU  went 
lip  to  see  him.  On  the  same  day  in  the  forenoon  we  had  an  inter- 
view with  Fellows  in  the  shop  of  this  negro  slioemaker.  He  inquired 
of  us  about  Doctor  Rucker  and  his  command.  He  wanted  to  find  out 
where  it  was.  Said  he  was  going  to  start  through  the  lines  In  anight 
or*two.  S(dd  his  wife  had  a  ring  which  was  given  to  her  by  Doctor 
Rucker  with  his  name  on  it,  and  the  doctor  would  befriend  him. 
This  man  Fellows  was  walking  on  a  crutch,  but  said  he  was  perfectly 
well  and  could  walk  as  well  as  ever,  and  that  he  could  walk  thirty 
miles  per  day.  The  negro  who  was  working  in  the  shop  said  he  had 
seen  me  in  the  Yankee  army  that  passed  through  the  town — was  cer- 
tain I  was  the  man.  I  told  him  to  keep  that  a  secret,  and  I  think  he 
did.  He  told  ua  we  need  not  be  afraid  to  talk  to  Fellows;  that  he.was 
all  right.  Fellows  said  he  conld  get  through  the  lines  in  three  nights. 
Next  day,  the  11th  instant,  met  Fellows  at  the  same  shop.  As  we 
were  about  to  leave  he  told  us  we  had  better  go,  as  the  citizens  were 
watching  us,  and  that  his  wife  had  been  about  town  and  the  citizens 
were  talking  a  good  deal  about  us.  Said  we  were  lying  about  in  the 
free  negro  houses;  advised  us  to  leave  before  the  enrolling  officer 
came. 

He  told  McGUl  in  the  morning  that  he  had  been  told  we  were 
detective  officers  from  Richmond,  and  if  he  thought  it  true  we  would 
not  live  to  get  to  the  depot.  The  negro  shoemaker  said  there  would 
be  the  damnedest  running  oft  among  the  negroes  of  the  town  in  a 
short  time  that  ever  was  heard  of. 

We  took  leave  of  Fellows  and  the  negro  and  started  on  the  road  for 
Bonsack's  Depot;  stopped  at  the  pottery  of  the  Noffsinders,  about  one 
mile  from  Fincastle,  who  we  understood  were  members  of  the  order, 
but  they  were  absent.  We  went  on  and  stopped  all  night  with  a 
Donkard  preacher  by  the  name  of  Nininger,  said  to  be  a  member  of 
the  order.  He  would  not  give  us  the  signs  or  passwords.  He  had 
been  arrested  a  few  days  previous  and  was,  I  suppose,  suspicious 
of  us.  In  conTersation  found  him  opposed  to  the  war  and  of  strong 
Union  sentiment.  We  proposed  to  pay  for  our  supper  and  lodging; 
he  asked  ns  if  we  had  anything  besides  Confederate  money,  that  he 
did  not  care  about  that;  told  him  we  had  not.  He  theh  said  his 
daughter  had  to  have  her  bonnet  fixed,  and  she  could  use  it  in  that 
■way.  We  then  paid  him  $10.  We  left  next  morning  by  daylight. 
Walked  on  to  a  Mr.  Ben  Broumore,  another  Dunkard  preacher. 

Found  him  at  the  .    Told  him  we  had  called  to  see  if  we  could 

get  breakfast  with  him.  Told  him  we  had  stayed  all  night  with  Nin- 
inger and  had  to  leave  before  breakfast  in  order  to  reach  the  train  in 
time.  McGill  then  gave  him  the  sign.  He  smiled.  Mr.  McGill 
remarked,  "It  is  gloomy  times."  He  said,  **Ye8,  very  gloomy."  I 
ansvered  yes,  bat  we  were  looking  for  better.  He  then  asked  what 
we  were  looking  for.  I  answered,  "A  red  and  white  cord."  He  asked, 
"Why  a  oordf"  I  replied,  "Because  it  is  safe  for  us  and  our  fami- 
lies.** He  then  asked  us  to  the  house.  We  went  in,  sat  down,  talked 
about  the  order  and  the  war;  spoke  of  the  order  and  how  it  had 
spread  in  the  Army.  We  spoke  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Vii^jinia  Regiment 
and  said  rami  of  the  men  belonged  to  the  order.  He  told  us  that  most 
all  of  the  Twenty-second  had  been  initiated  in  the  order  and  that  a 
great  many  of  them  had  deserted,  which  he  said  was  a  good  thing,  and 
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after  some  other  conversation  invited  as  to  breakfast,  after  whicn  we 
left   We  shook  hands  at  parting;  he  gave  as  the  grip  of  the  order. 

JKO.  B.  WILLIAMS. 

THOS.  McGILL. 

[ladotiMwat.]  , 

Richmond,  November  9,  I864. 
Kespectfnily  forwarded  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
These  men  were  sent  by  your  direction  to  aid  Oommissioner  Leory 
in  his  investigations.   I  consider  them  reliable. 

1.  H.  CARRINGTON, 

Provost-MarshaL 

[ZnaloMmVo.  7.] 

Dublin,  Va.,  November  I864, 

Hon.  J.  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sm:  After  consultation  yesterday  we  all  conclnded  it  would  be 
advisable  for  Mr.  Bocock  to  return  to  Richmond  and  obtain  yonr 
opinion  on  an  important  point  that  now  presents  itself.  We  are 
ready  to  make  arrests.  I  have  the  names  of  over  100  persons,  and 
evidence  against  most  of  them,  but  we  have  thought  it  desirable  to 
-  make  the  arrests  by  military  authority,  and  that  cannot  be  done 
unless  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  be  suspended.  We  wish  to  know 
whether  the  President  will  apply  to  Congress  for  the  suspension, 
and  also  conoeming  the  probability  of  the  compliance  on  the  pui^  of 
Congress.  Mr.  Bocock  will  also  explain  other  points  to  yon.  He 
appears  to  doubt  that  the  legislation  of  Congress  will  reach  the  case 
of  treasonable  organizations.  We  had  a  consultation  yesterday  con- 
cerning these  matters  with  Generals  Breckinridge  and  Echols.  They 
are  prepared  to  do  what  We  conclude  is  best. 

The  last  act  of  Congress  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
enumerated  the  oases  in  which  arrests  could  be  made,  and  covered 
all  the  cases  that  could  occur  here.  It  appears  to  me  of  the  greatest 
importance  that  the  writ  should  be  suspended.  Mr.  Johnston,  a  dis- 
tinguished lawyer  in  Abingdon  (a  nephew  of  General  Joe  Johnston), 
writes  to  General  £chols  that  the  secret  order  is  growing  fearfoUy  in 
that  part  0t  the  country.   I  have  sent  my  two  detectives  there. 

I  ^te  in  some  haste  to  give  this  letter  to  Mr.  Bocock,  who  leaves 
this  morning. 

I  am,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  J.  LEOBY. 

[boliMmHo.8.] 

Richmond,  Novembeir  8, 1864, 

Hon.  J.  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War  Confederate  States  of  America: 
Sir:  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  yonr  attention  to  the  condition  of 
things  in  Southwestern  Virginia,  and  to  urge  ujwn  you,  and  through 
you  upon  the  other  authorities,  the  necessity  of  the  adoption  of  prompt 
and  vigorous  measures  in  order  to  remedy  the  evils  which  now  exist 
in  that  region.  It  has  been  observed  for  several  months  past  that 
tiie  number  of  deserters  in  that  department  have  been  rapidly  increas- 
ing, and  that  they  have  come  from  the  two  armies  of  Virginia  and 
from  the  army  of  Georgia.   In  some  counties  of  the  depaiiaaaent  these 
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deserters  have  formed  themselves  into  gangs  and  companies,  and  have 
been  bold  enough  and  strong  enough  to  defy  the  police  and  enrolling 
guards  of  the  counties  where  they  were,  and  to  make  it  necessary  to 
send  in  pursuit  of  them  strong  military  detachments.  In  some  coun- 
ties they  have  been  very  bold  and  have  openfy  set  the  laws  of  the 
countzy  at  defiance,  and  have  committed  and  are  oommitting  many 
outrages  upon  the  property  and  persons  of  our  respectable  and  loyal 
people.  It  has  been  found  very  difficult  to  capture  or  drive  from  the 
country  these  deserters,  because  they  are  supported  and  sustained  in 
every  way  by  the  disloyal  citizens  of  that  section,  and  when  pressed 
by  a  superior  force  they  scatter  and  take  refuge  in  the  great  moun- 
tains of  Southwestern  Virginia,  where  it  is  almost  impossible  to  reach 
them  thus  scattered,  and  where  they  are  supplied  with  all  that  they 
may  need  by  their  friends  at  the  expense  of  the  loyal  citizens  of 
property  in  their  vicinity. 

A  secret  and  treasonable  organization  has  been  in  existence  in  the 
department  for  many  months  and  has  lately  been  increasing  in  size 
and  importance  with  great  rapidity.  It  numbers  among  its  members 
quite  a  la^  number  of  men  of  some  local  influenoe  in  the  respective 
counties  in  which  they  live,  among  whom  are  to  be.  found  some  pro- 
fessional men  and  officers  of  the  law  of  the  State  of  Virginia.  This 
oi^anization  was  formed  originally  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Yankee 
authorities,  and  has  scattered  over  the  county  now  what  are  called 
their  initiating  officers.  Persons  who  are  received  into  it  are  bound 
by  the  most  solemn  oaths  not  to  disclose  the  secrets  of  the  society  or 
order.  They  are  all  bound  to  communicate  to  the  enemy  at  all  times 
all  information  which  they  can  convey  which  may  be  of  value.  They 
bind  themselves  in  the  event  of  any  invasion  of  the  country  by  the 
enemy  to  furnish  all  needed  information  as  to  the  roads  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  notify  the  invaders  at  all  times  of  any  approaching  dan- 
ger. In  return  for  these  and  other  services  to  be  rendered  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  Yankee  authorities  have  promised  protection  to  the 
persons  and  property  of  these  people.  They  have  adopted  a  badge 
by  which  they  recognize  one  another.  They  have  also  adopted  a  sys- 
tem of  signs  and  grips  and  passwords  only  to  be  communicated  to  the 
initiated.  The  more  ignorant  classes  of  the  country  have  been 
induced  to  join  the  oiganization  by  the  promise  of  a  division  here- 
after among  them  of  the  property  of  the  loyal  Southern  citizens. 

It  is  reported  and  believed  to  be  true  that  in  the  State  elections  of 
last  spring  one  of  this  order  was  elected  sheriff  of  an  important 
county  in  that  portion  of  the  State,  and  several  justices  of  the  peace 
are  known  to  be  connected  with  it.  Earnest  efforts  have  of  late  been 
made  to  enlist  the  soldiers  into  the  order,  and  it  is  known  that  these 
efforts  have  been  successful  to  a  certain  extent.  Information  has 
been  oonununicated  lately  which  leads  to  the  belief  that  a  consider- 
able number  of  the  order  are  now  in  the  Army  of  the  Valley  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  that  some  of  the  soldiers  in  the  army  of  General  Hood, 
from  Virginia,  are  also  members.  As  a  consequence  of  this  a  oom- 
paay  of  v  irginia  soldiers  in  this  latter  army  who  were  on  picket  are 
said  lately  to  have  gone  over  to  the  enemy  in  a  body.  Of  course  the 
spread  or  adoption  of  the  doctrines  or  purposes  of  this  oiganization 
by  any  considerable  number  of  our  soldiers  woidd  be  disastrous  to  us 
in  the  extreme. 

This,  then,  sir,  is  the  condition  of  the  Department  of  Southwestern 
Virginia,  and  some  active,  energetic  measures  must  at  once  be  adopted 
tp  Grosh  out  the  treason  which  has  so  rapidly  spread  itself  over  that 


814 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


section  of  the  Confederacy.  It  will  be  impossible  to  reach  effectually 
the  leading  parties  by  the  ordinary  processes  of  law.  They  are  so 
banded  together  that  in  the  courts  they  coald  and  would  prove  any- 
thing which  they  might  desire. 

In  order  to  show  the  spirit  which  actuates  these  people  it  is  proper 
that  you  should  know  that  in  two  of  the  oonnties  of  Southwestern 
Viii^nia  they  have  recently  oi^anized  what  they  call  a  "new  State," 
for  which  they  elected  a  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  Ac,  an<l 
that  in  this  same  vicinity  there  was  organized  a  brigade  of  deserters, 
for  which  was  chosen  a  leader  who  was  denominated  "  general." 

This  order  has  spread  itself  into  East  Tennessee  and  North  Caro- 
lina. I  make  this  communication,  briefly  and  hurriedly,  with  the 
hope  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  going  more  into  details  soon 
in  a  personal  interview,  but  if  I  do  not  I  desire  to  impress  upon  the 
authorities  the  knowledge  of  the  serious  and  alarming  condition  of 
things  of  which  I  have  spoken  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  use 
of  the  most  deoisive  measures  in  relation  thereto. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  ECHOLS, 

[luekman  No.  9.1 

Richmond,  November  8, 1864. 

Hon.  JAxm  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  instrno- 
tiqns  I  last  week  visited  Southwest  Virginia  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  Major  Leory,  commissioner,  in  certain  important  proceeding's 
which  he  contemplated  instituting.  Upon  investigation  I  ascertaineil 
the  following  facts  to  be  true:  That  there  exists  in  many  of  the 
oonnties  embraced  in  his  commission  an  organized  secret  association, 
the  members  of  which  readily  distinguish  each  other  by  certain  pass- 
words, grips,  and  other  tokens  of  recognition  communicated  only  to 
those  who  are  initiated  into  it.  Upon  being  admitted  into  the  asso- 
ciation the  person  admitted  is  required  to  take  an  oath  to  perform 
faithfully  the  duties  imposed  upon  its  members  and,  on  penalty  of 
death,  not  to  divulge  i\s  secrets.  The  duties  required  are  to  encour- 
age and  facilitate  desertion  from  the  Confederate  Army ;  to  protect 
deserters  and  aid  them  in  avoiding  detection  and  arrest;  to  give 
information  to  the  Federal  troops  of  all  facts  which  may  enable  them 
to  strike  a  successful  blow;  to  warn  them  of  attacks  meditated 
l^ainst  ^em;  to  give  information  of  the  position,  movements,  num- 
bers, and  condition  of  the  Confederate  forces;  to  .guide  the  enemy  in 
their  march  through  the  country;  to  point  out  for  destruction  the 
property  of  loyal  citizens;  and,  in  short,  to  do  everything  and  give  all 
information  which  may  contribute  to  the  success  of  the  Federal  and 
the  defeat  of  the  Confederate  oause,  except  only  t^t  they  are  not 
required  to  take  up  arms. 

This  organization  has  its  headquarters  in  the  United  States,  and  of 
its  character  and  purposes  the  Federal  soldiers  in  the  field  seem  to 
be  well  informed,  so  that  they  allow  all  members  thereof  residing  on 
Confederate  soil  freely  to  pass  in  and  out  of  their  lines.  The  induce- 
ments offered  to  persons  in  the  South  to  unite  in  the  organization  are 
exemptions  from  military  service;  protection  to  their  persons  and 
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property  during  the  war;  and,  at  tho  conclusion  thereof,  particix>at1on 
in  the  division  of  the  real  estate  of  loyal  citizens.  In  the  extreme 
southwestern  counties  of  the  State  of  Virginia  this  oi^anization  is 
rapidly  increasing  in  numbers,  extending  also  into  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  and  eastward  into  many  of  the  counties  of  Virginia  and 
embracing  already  many  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  mem- 
bers of  society.  In  some  counties  justices  of  the  peace  and  in  one  the 
sheriff-elect  are  known  to  belong  to  it  and  to  have  been  elected  by 
t4ie  votes  and  influence  of  its  members.  Throughout  the  section  of 
country  where  it  exists  there  are  many  deserters  from  the  army,  who, 
concealed  by  its  members,  lurk  along  the  highways  and  fall  upon  and 
rob  loyal  citizens  when  found  alone  or  unprotected,  and  in  some 
instances  they  have  entered  the  houses  of  such  citizens  and  plundered 
them.  So  numerous  and  efficient  is  the  organization  that  though 
the  military  authorities  in  that  department  are  vigilant  and  active  in 
their  efforts  to  arrest  the  deserters,  yet  their  efforts  are  rendered 
almost  fruitless  by  the  facilities  for  concealment  fuid  escape  rendered 
them  on  every  hand  by  the  members  thereof. 

The  proofs  of  the  existence  of  this  organization  and  of  its  extensive 
preVflJence  and  rapid  growth,  and  of  the  names  and  localities  of  many 
of  its  members,  are  of  such  a  character  as  to  exclufle  all  doubt.  Such 
was  the  evil  as  to  the  remedy  for  which  I  was  called  on  to  advise.  It 
was  easy  to  say  arrest  the  deserters  and  punish  them,  bat  how  arrest 
them^  while  at  every  turn  they  were  concealed  and  warned  of  the 
approach  of  the  force  sent  to  arrest  them  ?  It  appeared  to  me  to  be 
indispensable,  first,  to  break  up  the  organization  by  which  they  were 
sheltered,  and  then  alone  would  their  apprehension  become  practica- 
ble.   But  how  to  break  up  this  organization  was  the  real  difficulty. 

The  members  of  it  are  persons  who  are  above  the  conscript  age,  or 
are  exempt  ft-om  military  duty,  and  are  therefore  not  liable  to  seizure 
by  military  authority  and  trial  before  the  military  courts.  If  arrested 
and  broi^ht  to  trial  before  the  civil  courts,  the  evidence  being  only 
that  such  an  organization  exists  for  such  purposes  and  with  such 
designs  and  that  the  partis  on  trial  are  members  of  it,  there  being 
no  evidence  that  any  particular  person  did  or  assisted  in  doing  any 
of  the  acts  proved,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  flx  guilt  on  any 
individual  so  as  to  secure  his  conviction.  The  results  of  the  organi- 
zation appear,  their  agency  is  manifestly  exerted,  but  there  is  no 
evidence  and  none  likely  to  be  obtained  to  prove  who  has  acted. 

The  organization  is  extending  itself  daily,  and,  for  other  more  daring 
deeds,  is  gathering  strength  and  awaiting  its  opportunity.  Before 
that  opiwrtunity  occurs,  it  must  be  struck  down  or  it  will  become 
fearfully  potent. 

I  have  advised  that  the  law  as  it  now  stands  aifords  no  adequate 
remedy  for  the  evil;  none  but  such  as,  if  attempted  to  be  applied, 
would  by  the  very  failure  io  suppress,  stimulate  the  growth  of  the 
Association.  My  opinion  is  clear  that  the  only  mode  of  successfully 
combating  this  alarming  evil  is  by  military  authority,  which  can  only 
be  done  upon  legislation  providing  for  its  exercise  and  relieving  it 
of  interference  by  the  civil  authorities  by  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
or  otherwise,  until  the  treason  is  effectually  suppressed. 

Bespeetf ully  submitted. 


N.  F.  BOCOCK. 
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[lBalomi»Ho.U.] 

Report  of  Detect/ives. 


In  the  jail  at  Abingdon,  on  the  2d  of  November,  conversed  with  the 
following  men  and  found  them  members  of  the  Order  of  Heroes  of 
America: 

First.  John  Gardner,  with  whom  we  exchanged  signs  and  pass- 
words. He  told  us  which  way  to  go  to  get  out  of  the  lines;  to  go  by 
the  way  of  Estillville,  of  this  county,  and  through  Scott  County  into 
Tennessee.  Told  us  nearly  all  the  people  in  the  lower  end  of  the 
county  of  Washington  and  in  county  of  Scott  were  members  of  the 
order,  and  that  John  Hamilton,  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  order  and  would  assist  us  any  time,  day  or  night,  that  we 
would  call  on  him,  to  pass  through  the  lines,  and  tiiat  a  man  named 
Dorton  was  also  a  member  and  would  assist  us. 

Second.  Harrison  Bowman,  a  member,  also  told  us  that  John  Ham- 
ilton, sheriff,  was  a  member  and  would  assist  us  in  getting  through 
the  lines,  and  with  provisions,  and  that  he  lived  on  the  south  side  of 
theNorth  Fork  of  the  Holston  River;  also  told  us  of  ODe  William  Dor- 
ton,  a  member,  who  would  assist  us.  Told  us  n^ost  any  of  the  people 
in  that  part  of  the  country  would  assist  us  in  getting  off.  He  told 
McGill  that  he  had  written  a  letter,  which  had  been  found  upon  his 
little  boy,  describing  the  way  for  the  enemy  to  come  in  and  capture 
l^e  post  of  Abingdon,  where  the  arms  were  kept,  how  the  jail  was 
situated,  dkc,  but  said  the  authorities  would  have  to  prove  tiiat  he 
wrote  it.  He  told  us  he  had  been  staying  out  in  the  bushes  for  some 
lengtii  of  time  with  some  fifteen  others,  and  that  in  one  hour  more  he 
would  have  gotten  off,  as  all  his  lUTMigements  had  been  made  to 
leave.   He  said  he  expected  the  enemy  to  come  in  there  in  a  few  days. 

Third.  A  man  whose  name  I  did  not  learn,  who  gaver  us  the  signs 
and  passwords  of  the  order.  This  man  was  dressed  in  a  straw  hat 
and  a  bedquilt  over  his  shoulder  made  in  squares.  McGlll  says  there 
are  some  five  others  in  the  same  part  of  the  jail,  members  of  the  order. 

On  the  train  between  Dublin  and  Lynchburg  found  two  members 
of  the  order  sent  from  Wytheville;  told  us  they  were  membei-s;  passed 
the  signs  and  passwords  with  them;  one  of  them  was  E.  B.  Petrie, 
from  Forsyth  County,  N.  C. :  said  the  order  was  extensive  in  that 
country;  the  other,  Lluville  Price,  deserter  from  the  Thirty-fourth 
Korth  Carolina  Regiment,  from  A^e  County,  N.  C.  I  think  valuable 
information  may  be  gotten  from  these  men.  They  are  confined  now 
in  Castle  Thunder. 


NOYIEMBIEB  9,  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

I.  H.  CARRINGTON, 

Frovost-Marahcd, 


CONFEDBRATB  STATES  OF  AhBRICA,  WaR  DEPABTHBNT, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  NoivembeT  8,  1S64. 
The  Pbbsident  of  the  Confedbra.te  States: 

SiB:  I  have  received  a  resolution  adcmted  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  14th  of  June,  1864,  and  lefeired  by  Your  Excellency 


JNO.  B.  WILLIAMS. 
THOS.  McOILL. 
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to  this  Depffftanent,  reqnestizig  the  Presideiit  to  laransmit  to  the  House 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  a  tabular  statement  showing  i  * 
the  product  in  eac^  State  of  the  *taz  in  kind*  for  the  year  1863,  said 
statement  to  exhibit  the  quantity  of  each  article  paid  oy  the  several 
States,  the  a^^gate  quantity  contributed  by  all  the  States,  and  the 
value  thereof,  estimated  as  in  cases  of  impressment."  In  response,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter  and  tabular  statement 
prepared  by  Lieut.  Col.  Larkin  Smith,  assistant  quartermaster-general, 
in  charge  of  the  tax  in  kind,  with  the  approval  of  the  Quartermaster^ 
General,  giving  the  information  called  for  by  the  House.* 
y^TOspectfnlty,  you*  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON. 

Secretary  of  war. 


HXAI>QUABTBB8  RBSEBVE  FOBGBS  OV  ALABAMA, 

Monigomeryt  Ala.,  November  8y  JS64. 

General  S.  Coopeb, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Q^nercd,  RicJmwnd,  Va.: 

General:  Herewith  I  forward  copies  of  a  communication  from 
Governor  Watts  and  my  reply  thereto ;  also  copies  of  a  note  of  inquiry 
from  the  commandant  of  conscripts  and  my  response  thereto,  as 
wen  also  a  printed  copy  of  a  general  order  issued  by  Governor  Watts, 
dated  October  21,  1864.  f  These  papers  are  forwarded  as  information 
and  {or  sach  action  as  to  the  Department  may  seem  proper.  I  shall 
obey  the  orders  given  me,  meeting  forue  with  force. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectially,  &c., 

J.  M.  WITHERS, 

Mcfiior-GeneraL 

[iBolMnre  Ko.  1.] 

BxEOtmvB  Dbpabtment  of  Alabama, 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  November  5,  I864. 

General  J.  M.  Withbbs: 

Dbab  Snt:  I  learn  that  s<nne  of  your  enrolling  officers  have  been 
taking  by  force  officers  of  the  State,  holding  not  only  my  certificates, 
bat  those  of  Colonel  Lookhart,  commandant  of  conscripts.  This 
state  of  things  cannot  long  exist  withont  a  conflict  between  the  Con- 
federate and  State  authorities.  I  shall  be  compelled  to  protect  my 
State  officers  with  all  the  forces  of  the  State  at  my  command.  I  hope 
you  will  see  the  importance  of  preventing  such  a  condition  of  things 
by  instructing  your  enroUmg  officers  as  to  their  duties.  I  did  not 
expect  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  writing  to  you  on  this  subject 
after  the  conversation  with  me  ten  days  since.  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
hear  from  you  on  this  subject. 

Very  reepeotfoUy,  T.  H.  WATTS, 

'  Oovemor  of  Alabama. 

[IntHamn  Ho.  S.] 

Headquarters  Reserve  Forces  of  Alabama, 

Montgomery,  November  8, 1864. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  H.  Waits, 

Governor  of  Alabama: 

Dear  Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
commonication  of  this  date  in  which  you  state  that  you  "learn  that 

•Seep.  800. 
0S  b  b~bbbibb  iv,  vol  m 


f  Order  not  fband. 
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some  of  your  (n^y)  enrolliiig  officers  have  been  taking  by  force  officers 
of  the  State  holding,  not  only  my  (your)  certificates,  but  those  of 
Colonel  Lockhart,  commandant  of  conscripts."  As  you  do  not  specify 
any  instance  in  which  force  has  been  used  by  enrolling  officers  to  put 
"officers  of  the  State"  in  Confederate  service,  I  am  left  without  the 
information  indispensable  to  instituting  such  investigation  as  would 
enable  me  to  correct  abuses,  if  any  exist,  and,  if  not,  to  the  giving 
yoQ  correct  explanations.  Ko  instructions  have  been  given  to  enroll- 
ing officers  not  required  hy  orders  and  instraciions  forwarded  to  me 
by  the  War  Departaient.  My  personal  feelings  and  my  sense  of  policy 
Mid  duty  have  united  in  making  me  most  anxious  to  perpetuate  the 
most  frank  and  cordial  oo-operatlon  with  you  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  assigned  me.  For  this  purpose  I  have  deferred  to  your  wishes 
whenever  I  had  the  discretion  to  do  so,  and  when  I  have  had  no  dis- 
cretion the  subject  of  difference  has  been  promptly  referred  to  the 
War  Department.  Thus,  in  reference  to  the  instructions  to  hold  all 
persons  liable  to  the  Confederate  service  between  the  ages  of  seven- 
teen and  fifty  years,  and  not  to  recognize  the  claims  to  exemption  by 
any  of  these,  should  such  claims  be  based  on  elections  to  State  officers 
occurring  subsequently  to  the  17th  of  February  last,  your  communica- 
tion was  immediately  forwarded  to  the  Department.  As  no  response 
has  been  received  and  no  change  in  my  instructions  given,  you  know 
too  well  the  obligations  of  an  officer  to  suppose  that  I  would  hc^  a 
oonunission  and  fail  or  refuse  to  obey  the  oilers  given  me. 

In  the  conversation  to  which  you  allude  there  were  three  subjects  to 
which  I  called  your  attention,  and  on  which  I  thought  there  Was  at  last 
a  full  agreement.  The  first  was  as  to  State  officers,  and  to  prevent 
conflict  I  requested  to  be  furnished  with  a  list  of  those  pronounced 
by  you  indispensable  and  therefore  exempt.  No  such  list  has  been 
received  and  hence  no  specific  instructions  could  be  given  by  me. 
The  second  was  as  to  persons  liable  to  service  in  the  reserve  who  had 
avoided  that  service  by  joining  militia  companies.  The  third  was  as 
to  parties  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  in  militia 
companies  whose  furloughs  and  details  had  been  revoked  and  who 
were  therefore  liable  to  general  service.  In  reference  to  each  of  these 
classes  I  uuderatood  that  you  would  issue  orders  to  have  them  turned 
over  to  the  enrolling  officers.  Tet  from  your  note  in  reference  to 
Captain  St»rk*s  company  I  was  induced  to  believe  that  you  still  con- 
tended for  the  right  to  retain  both  classes  in  your  militia  companies 
80  long  as  they  were  considered  on  duty.  You  cannot  regret  any 
conflict  between  State  and  Confederate  States  authority  more  than 
I  do,  yet  you  must  recollect  that  whilst  I  hold  a  commission  I  can  only 
exercise  such  discretion  as  is  given  me.  That  when  none  is  given  me 
I  must  carry  out  orders,  and  in  doing  so  that  I  am  in  duty  bound  to 
use  such  force  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary  to  insure  success. 
Permit  me,  then,  to  suggest  that  in  all  cases  where  no  discretion  is 
given  and  in  which  there  is  possibility  of  conflict  you  address  yourself 
to  the  Confederate  Government,  which,  like  the  St!ate  government,  is 
not  80  restricted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


J.  H.  WITHEBS. 


CONFBDEBATE  AUTHORITIES. 
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Office  Couhandant  of  Conscbipts, 

Montgomery,  Ala.y  November  8,  J864. 

Capt.  John  C.  Burch, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Hdqrs.  Reserves,  Alabama: 

Please  iafonn  me  if  paragraph  V,  General  Orders,  No.  11,  is 
intended  a8  a  revocation  of  all  certificates  of  exemption  as  State  offi- 
cers heretofore  granted  by  the  commandants  of  conscripts  upon  the 
certificate  of  His  Excellency  tiie  Governor  of  Alabama,  whera  such 
certificates  are  held  by  persons  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and 
fifty  years,  and  where  the  parties  have  been  elected  or  appointed  to 
such  State  offices  since  the  17th  of  February,  1864. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  LOCKHART, 
lAetUenant-Cdlonel  and  Commandant. 

[iDolocore  No.  t.] 

Hbadquabtbrs  Bbsbrvbs, 

Mon^omery,  November  8, 1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Locehabt, 

Commandant  of  Conscripts: 

Colonbl:  In  response  to  your  communication  of  this  date  inquir- 
ing as  to  the  intention  of  paragraph  Y,  General  Orders,  No.  11,  issued 
from  these  headquarters,  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  com- 
manding to  say  that  the  Secretary  of  War  has  decided  that  **all  men 
between  seventeen  and  fifty  were  enrolled  by  the  act  of  17th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1864."  He  also  decided  in  the  case  of  Andrew  J.  Perry,  from 
Lowndes  County: 

If  this  parlgr  hao  been  elected  a  justice  of  the  peace  since  the  17th  of  Febroary 
he  is  not  entiued  to  exemption. 

From  this  you  will  perceive  that  certificates  of  exemption  to  pw- 
soms  between  seventeen  and  fifty  years  of  age  claiming  to  be  State 
officers  who  have  been  elected  since  February  17, 1864,  are  inopera- 
tive and  void.  They  avail  nothing  to  protect  persons  holding  them 
from  being  pat  into  the  Confederate  service. 
Respectfully, 

JNO.  C.  BURCH, 
Assistant  AdjiUant-Oeneral. 


Richmond,  YA.yNove7nber  9, 1864. 
Thb  Senate  and  Hottsb  of  Rbpresentativss: 

I  herewith  transmit  for  your  consideration  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,*  showing  that  a  dangerous  conspiracy  exists  in 
some  of  the  counties  of  Southwestern  Virginia  and  in  the  neighboring 
portions  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  which  it  is  found  imprac- 
ticable to  suppress  by  the  ordinary  course  of  law.  The  facts  are  so 
fully  exhibited  by  tibe  report  and  accompanying  papers,  herewith 
submitted,  that  I  consider  it  unnecessary  to  repeat  them  or  to  do  more 
than  invite  your  early  attention  to  disclosures  upon  which  I  deem  it 
my  duty  to  recommend  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 

•See  p.  802. 
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in  order  that  fall  efficacy  may  be  given  to  the  military  power  for  the 
represeion  of  the  evil. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  add  that  after  the  expiration  of  the  term 
for  which  the  writ  was  sospended  serions  embarrassment  was  encoun- 
tered, tNUticolarly  at  Mobile,  Wilmington,  and  Bichmond,  on  acoonnt 
of  the  inability  of  the  military  anthorftles  to  arrest  and  hold  suspected 
persons  against  whom  the  testimony  yraa  suffloient  to  give  full  assur- 
ance tlwt  tibey  vere  spies  or  holding  treasonable  oommanication  with 
tiie  enemy,  though  legal  proof  conld  not  be  adduced  to  secure  their  com- 
mitment and  conviction  by  the  courts  either  because  of  the  character 
of  the  evidence  or  of  the  necesisity  for  concealing  the  sources  of  infor- 
mation, which  were  not  infrequently  within  the  enemy*s  lines. 

JEFFERSON  DAVia 


MONTGOMBBT,  November  I864, 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Unless  yon  interfere  there  vill  be  a  conflict  between  the  C!oiifecier- 
ate  and  State  anthorities.  Olficers  of  the  State  cannot  be  conscribed 
witiiont  the  consent  of  the  State.  I  learn  that  your  enrolling  offtoers 
have  instructions  to  enroll  officers  of  the  State  who  have  been  elected 
since  the  17th  of  February,  1864.  I  deny  such  right  and  will  resist 
it  with  all  the  forces  of  the  State.  The  police  officers  of  Selma  have 
been  enrolled  by  force.  These  officers  are  indispensable  to  tike 
administration  of  the  State  government.  General  Withers  says  he 
has  no  discretion.   An  early  reply  requested. 

T.  H.  WATTS, 
Oovemor  Alabanui. 


RiOHHOiO),  Va.,  November  9, 1864. 
His  Excellency  Governor  William  Smith: 

Governor  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  covering  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Governors  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  held  at  Augusta,  Gkk,  Octo- 
ber 17, 1864,*  and  am, 

Yexy  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFEBSON  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  Va.,  November  9,  2864. 

Maj.  Thomas  HtmsOf, 

Commandcmt  of  Conscripts^  Enterprise^  Miss.: 
My  Dear  Sib:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  September  29,  and 
found  pleasure  in  complying  with  the  request  which  it  conveyed  by 
assif^ing  you  to  duty  as  commandant  of  conscripts  for  the  State  <h 
Mississippi  as  well  as  of  the  camp  at  Enterprise.  Ton  need  no  assor- 
ance  of  my  friendly  interest  In  yon,  and  I  trust  that  the  ooontty  will 
receive  from  year  energy  and  seal  in  this  nev  position  all  the  boiefits 
which  your  past  services  entitle  us  to  expect. 

very  respectfully  and  tmfy,  yours, 
 JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

*8aep.786. 
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GONFEDBRATB  STATBS  OF  AMBRICA,  WaR  DEPABTUBNT, 

Biehmond^  Fa.,  November  10,  186^ 

Governor  T.  H.  Watts, 

Montgomery,  Ala.: 
Officera  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  certified  by  you  to  be  necessary 
t-o  State  administration,  are  exempt.  Officers  of  the  police  of  Selma 
are,  I  suppose,  not  considered  as  State  officers.  Cannot  the  courts 
decide?  I  only  wish  to  enforce  the  laws,  and  deprecate  conflict  with 
the  authorities  of  the  State. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


C!ONFB]>BRATB  STATES  OF  AmBBIOA, 

War  Depabthsnt,  Abjt.  and  Insp.  Gbnbbai/s  Office, 

Bichmond,  Fa.,  November  10, 1864. 

Maj.  Gabnbtt  Andrews, 

Asst.  AdQi.  Gen.,  OenercU  Oardner^s  Headquarters: 
Majob  :  In  reply  to  your  application  I  am  instructed  by  the  Hon- 
orable Secretary  of  War  to  say  that  your  original  authority  "  to  enlist 
a  battalion  of  infantry  from  among  the  foreigners  now  prisoners  of 
war  at  Millen,  AndersonTiUe,  and  other  points  in  Georgia  "  is  enlarged 
to  the  extent  that  yon  are  now  authorized  to  effect  such  enlistments 
among  the  same  class  of  prisoners  confined  in  any  of  the  mUitiuy 
prisons  under  the  control  of  Brigadier^eneral  Gardner. 
Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  BLAIR  H06E, 

Assistant  A<^jtitani- General. 

Judge  Campbell  wishes  to  see  yon  with  reference  to  an  officer  whom 
he  recommends  to  be  oonneoted  with  yonr  proposed  organization. 

J.  B.  H. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Dbpartubnt, 

Bichmondt  Va.,  November  IB,  I864. 

Brig.  Qtea.  W.  L.  Brandon, 

Commanding  Beserves  of  Mississippi,  Enterprise,  Miss.: 
General:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo,  addressed  to  the  Adju- 
tant-General, has  been  referred  to  me.  I  regret  seriously  that  any 
difference  of  opinion  exists  between  the  Governor  of  Mississippi  and 
yourself  in  relation  to  the  liability  of  men  to  military  service  under 
the  laws  ot  conscription,  especially  that  which  directs  we  organization 
of  the  reserves. 

I  deprecate  any  conflict  with  the  State  authorities  on  this  or  any 
other  subject,  but  as  head  of  this  Department  and  an  officer  ' acting 
undOT  Confederate  authority  I  am  bound  to  administer  and  enforce 
the  acts  of  Congress  accoMing  to  their  fair  and  just  intendment. 
Those  acts  being,  as  I  am  bound  to  consider,  and  as  I  believe  they 
undoubtedly  are,  constitutional,  form  a  part  of  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land  and  are  obligatory  upon  all,  not  less  on  the  State  authorities 
than  those  of  the  Confederacy.  By  those  acts  all  persons  of  the  mili- 
tary age  prescribed  are  placed  at  once  in  the  service  of  the  Confed- 
eracy. They  cannot,  therefore,  longer  be  the  subjects  of  enrollment 
or  enlistment  for  State  troops.  Doubt  might  exist  in  regard  to  the 
operation  of  the  law  upon  such  troops  as  had  been  previously  consti- 
tuted, in  the  language  of  the  Constitution,  troops  of  war  by  any  State, 
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but  none  can  arise  as  to  those  who  had  not  been  previously  j«craited 
or  who  were  mere  militia.  All  such,  therefore,  are  liable  to  conscrip- 
tion, or  to  organization  as  reserves,  according  to  their  ages,  and  the 
plain  dnty  is  incumbent,  both  upon  this  Department  and  its  officers, 
to  proceed  with  all  courtesy  and  respect,  but  with  firmness,  to  execute 
the  law.  As  far  as  I  can  perceive,  the  organizations  formed  by  tlie 
Governor  of  Mississippi  are  purely  those  of  militia.  They  cannot, 
Uieref ore,  present  any  claim  for  exemption  from  the  operation  of  these 
laws,  and  however  reluctant  to  contravene  the  views  of  the  Governor, 
I  see  no  alternative  for  the  Department  or  yourself  but  to  proceed  to 
claim  the  members  liable  to  service  with  the  Army  or  the  reserves. 
Tou  will,  of  course,  do  this  in  a  manner  as  conciliatory  and  respect- 
ful as  may  be  compatible  with  the  performance  of  duty,  explaining  to 
the  -Governor  the  construction  placed  by  the  Bepfurtment  upon  the 
laws  and  your  instructions  in  respect  to  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insf.  General's  Office, 

Ko.  271.        f  Bickmondy  November  IJ^  1^64, 

• 

II.  The  Thirtieth  Geoi^ia  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  Young, 
with  the  addition  of  the  four  companies  raised  under  authority  of  the 
War  Department  where  the  conscript  act  could  not  be  enforoed,  will 
constitute  the  Eleventh  Regiment  Ghaorgia  Cavalry. 

•  **««*• 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Asaiskmt  Ac^juiani'Oeneral. 


Hdqrs.  Georgia  Reserves  and  Mil.  Dist.  of  Georgia, 

Macon,  On.,  November  lAi  1864, 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Biehmondt  Va*: 
Sir:  I  am  here  for  a  single  day  to  attend  to  the  business  of  my 
office,  and  shall  return  in  we  morning  to  the  command  in  front  of 
Atlanta.  I  was  gratified  to  receive  your  letter*  approving  my  course 
and  policy  in  reference  to  the  militia,  and  beg  to  say  that  nothing 
has  been  done  or  eaid  to  yield  the  claim  of  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment upon  the  detailed  men  when  the  militia  is  not  engaged  in  active 
sexvlce. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &o.y 

HOWELL  COBB, 
Mqjor-Qenerdlf  dbc. 


Headquarters, 

Petersbtt/rg^  Nov&mber  14t 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond^  Va.: 
Snt:  Bi-ig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Martin,  who  has  been  on  duty  at  Salisbury 
for  some  days,  informs  me  from  the  inquiries  he  made  he  thinks  2,000 

'October  81,  p.  748. 
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or  3,000  foreigners  now  held  there  as  prisoners  of  war  could  be 
enlisted  in  our  service.  He  also  states  that  authority  for  this  purpose 
has  been  given  to  several  persons  by  the  War  Department,  and  that 
oompany  ofiBcers  are  to  be  elected  by  the  members  of  the  com- 
pany. If  they  are  taken  from  among  themselves  I  fear  they  may  be 
neither  effective  nor  reliable.  How  would  it  answer  to  organize  these 
men  into  the  Begular  Army,  with  officers  appointed  by  the  President, 
and  the  whole  under  one  good  officer?  The  men  conld  then  be  placed 
in  cfunp,  instructed,  and  disciplined.  By  the  spring  they  Would 
make  a  valuable  addition  to  the  Army.  General  Martin  thinks  that 
by  proper  management  this  force  could  be  increased  to  7,000  or  8,000. 
The  subject  is  respectfully  referred  to  you  for  consideration. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  £.  L££i, 

(jhrlerai. 


HBAIM9UAKTER9  RESERVE  FOBCBS^  MISSISSIPPI,  ' 

Enterpriset  November  15,  I864. 

His  Excellency  President  Jefb^rson  Davis, 

Richmcmd^  Va.: 

Mb.  President:  I  have  the  honor  to  bring  a  matter  to  your  imme- 
diate attention,  which  I  deem  to  be  of  the  most  vital  importance  at 
this  crisis  of  our  affairs.  Early  in  September  last  (3U>vemor  Clark, 
of  thte  State,  issued  a  proclamation  calling  for  six-months'  volunteers. 
As  he  did  not  restrict  the  officers,  authorized  by  his  order  to  raise  these 
companies,  to  the  militia,  I  addressed  him  a  communication  to  know 
whether  he  proposed  to  admit  the  men  of  the  military  age  or  of  the 
reserve  classes  into  this  oi^anization  of  State  volunteers.  He 
answered,  "I  propose  to  receive  volunteers  for  six  months  without 
regard  to  age,"  against  which  I  protested  and  telegraphed  his  answer  * 
a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  marked  A)  to  the  Dex)artment,  and  asked 
or  instructions.  I  adopted  this  course,  because  I  was  unofficially 
informed  by  Judge  Fisher,  now  a  colonel  of  one  of  the  State  volun- 
teer regiments,  that  the  Grov^mor  had  had  a  correspondence  with  the 
Honorable  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject,  and  that  he  did  not  dis- 
sent from  his  right  to  take  these  men  into  his  volunteer  organization. 
Gk>venior  Clark  reiterated  nearly  the  same  to  me  at  a  subsequent 
interview  on  the  subject,  viz:  Though  the  Secretary  did  not  concur, 
yet  he  made  no  objection  to  his  right  to  the  men  of  all  ages.  I 
brought  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  Lieutenant-General  Taylor,  and 
he  replied  that  he  had  said  to  Governor  Cl&rk  it  made  no  difference 
who  got  the  men  out,  as  they  were  to  be  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  officers  of  the  C.  S.  Army  in  the  field. 

I  dissented  from  the  general's  views  and  told  him  it  had  operated 
very  prejudicially  both  to  the  business  of  conscription  and  the  enroll- 
ment of  the  reserves.  Previously  to  the  Governor's  action  the  men 
were  enrolling  themselves  quite  rapidly.  Now  force  has  to  be  used 
to  compel  them,  and  as  all  the  organized  regiments  of  cavalry  of  the 
reserves  were  at  the  front,  the  business  of  conscription  and  enrollment 
had  in  a  great  measure  ceased. 

This  o^anization  will  undoubtedly  be  a  weak  one,  for  the  reason 
that  the  men  who  were  rushing  into  it  were  those  who  had  skulked 
the  service  from  the  beginning  of  the  war.  They  will  not  be  amen- 
able to  the  courts-martial  of  the  C.  S.  Array,  and  their  courts-martial 
would  he  composed  of  officers  of  same  class,  who  would  sympathize 
with  the  men,  and  their  findings  and  execution  of  the  sentences  would 
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be  a  £arce.  Neither  disoipliue  nor  good  order  conld  be  preserved 
and  the  troops  vould  be  very  inefficient,  and  I  fear  when  they  come 
to  act  against  the  enemy  will  disgrace  both  themselves  and  their  State. 

In  opposition  to  the  Governor's  claim,  I  replied  to  him,  the  Consti- 
tution empowered  the  Congress  to  provide  an  army  for  the  common 
defense.  The  States  had  accepted  the  act  of  conscription  and  it  was 
now  being  carried  into  effect  to  provide  and  snstain  snch  a  force.  If 
he  was  right  in  regard  to  his  powers  under  the  Constitution  the  Gov- 
ernors of  the  States  could  defeat  the  measure,  and  the  Grovemmwt  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America  would  be  powerless  to  provide  an 
army  for  the  general  defense,  for  the  men  liable  to  conscription  or 
enrollment  would  go  into  the  State  service  in  preference  to  being 
enlisted  into  the  general  service.  As  an  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this 
they  are  now  going  into  that  o^ani2ation,  even  after  being  enrolled 
by  the  conscript  officers,  instead  of  reporting  to  the  camp  of  instruc- 
tion. And  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  get  them  out;  to  effect  which  I 
issued  a  general  order  to  have  every  man  reported  who  has  taken  this 
course,  with  the  intention  to  assign  them  to  the  general  service. 

After  having  telegraphed  the  Department  in  regard  to  this  matter 
I  made  a  written  report,  forwarding  with  it  copies  of  all  papers  to 
General  Cooper  and  asking  for  instructions.  Two  months  have  now 
passed  without  my  receiving  instructions.  Deeming  it  a  matter  of  too 
much  importance  to  be  passed  over,  I  have  presumed  on  your  indul- 
gence to  bring  it  to  your  immediate  attention.  I  feel  seriously  embar- 
rassed, for  I  fear  it  will  operate  a  failure  of  my  exertions  to  get  the 
men  in  the  field.  I  am  anxious  to  do  my  whole  duty  in  the  position 
you  have  done  me  so  much  honor  by  placing  me,  and  will  carry  out 
your  instructions  to  the  best  of  my  abilities. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  BRANDON. 
Cfeneralt  Comdg.  Beserve  Forces  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

[nidonemaBt.] 

DBCEUBEB  10,  1864. 

Secretary  of  War  for  perusal  and  remarks. 

■      J.  D. 

[IbBlonm.] 

A. 

Hacon,  September  SSO,  186J^ 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  Brandon, 

Enterprise,  Miss,: 
General:  The  State  of  Vississippi  has  to  defend  herself  in  future. 
For  this  defense  I  propose  to  receive  volunteers  for  six  months  with- 
out regard  to  age.  If  mustered  into  State  service  previous  to  enroll- 
ment or  conscription,  I  have  no  doubt  of  my  right  to  them  as  "troops 
of  war"  of  the  State. 

I  am,  general,  very  respeotfnlly, 

CHAS.  CLARE, 
Governor  of  Mississippi. 


CONTEDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WAB  DEPARTMENT, 

Bichmondt  Fo.,  November  17 j  1864. 

General  B.  E.  LSB, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt «of  yonr 
letter  of  the  14th  instant,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  suggestions  oon- 


Digitized  by 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES. 


885 


tained  in  it  relative  to  the  enlistments  for  our  Army  of  the  foreigners 
among  the  prisoners  of  war  held  by  us.  For  some  time  past  my 
attention  has  been  attracted  to  that  mode  of  I'ecruiting,  and  I  have 
given  to  officers  supposed  to  be  competent,  in  several  instances,  i>er- 
mits  to  raise  battalions,  directing  them  to  prefer  Irinh  and  French, 
and  to  enlist  no  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  latter,  especially 
native  bom,  I  hold  in  great  distrust.  I  preferred  to  form  battalions 
to  regiments,  because  I  doubted  the  exp^iency  of  having  so  many  of 
this  material  t(^ther  as  a  r^ment  required. 

While  authorizing  the  formation  of  these  few  battalions  as  an 
experiment,  I  all  the  time  preferred,  and  directed  the  offieers  of 
prisons  to  promote,  general  enlistments  and  the  distribution  of  the 
men  enlisted  among  the  regiments  of  our  different  armies,  selecting, 
as  far  as  practicable,  those  which  had  been  originally  composed  of 
foreign  material.  I  have,  too,  authorized  several  officers,  whose  com- 
mands had  been  greatly  depleted,  to  recruit  for  them  from  this 
source.  Among  others,  General  York,  while  wounded  liere,  has 
obtained  this  permission  and  proposes  to  visit  the  prisons,  taking 
with  him  one  or  more  Catholic  chaplains,  whose  Influence,  he  thinks, 
may  be  profitably  exercised  upon  those  of  the  same  religious  persua- 
sion. I  shall  be  pleased  to  ^ve  similar  authority  to  recruit  to  any 
offioera  in  your  army  whom  you  may  recommend,  and  who  are  willli^ 
in  that  way  to  replenish  their  commands. 

Ton  have,  I  belieTe,  a  Yirginia  battalion,  originally  composed  of 
Irish,  now  greatly  reduced  by  the  casualties  of  service,  which  might, 
probably,  in  that  way  be  re-established  in  numbers  and  efficiency.  I 
have  applied  to  Congress  to  give  the  power  of  appointing  officers 
whenever  new  organizations  are  formed  from  such  material.  I  pre- 
sume this  power  will  be  granted  to  the  Executive.  In  the  absence  of 
such  power,  with  one  battalion  alone,  first  organized,  I  resorted  to  the 
form  of  an  election,  the  men  readily  accepting  and  electing  such 
officers  as  were  presented  to  them ;  but  I  considered  the  prec^ent  a 
bad  one,  and  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  allow  such  a  privilege  to 
continue,  as  in  filling  vacancies  hereafter  they  might  really  exercise 
the  priv^ge  of  selection  for  which  they  would  be  qualified  neither 
by  intelligence  nor  trustworthiness. 

The  sn^eation  made  by  yon  to  enlist  these  men  for  the  Begnlar 
Army  will  be  submitted  to  the  President;  bnt  as  we  have  not  the 
requisite  officers  of  the  Confederate  Army,  and  sei^ous  objection  is 
entertained  to  the  permanent  appointment  of  such  officers  during  the 
war,  I  think  it  preferable  to  obtain,  if  practicable,  the  power  of 
appointing  from  Congress,  and  to  enlist  for  the  Provisional  Army. 
Very  respectfolly, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretoff^  of  War. 


RiCHHom),  Va.,  NoveTtiber  17,  1864. 
General  A.  R.  Wbight  and  Othbbs, 

MiUedgevtUe,  Oa.: 
Yours  of  the  11th  received,  with  copy  of  i-esolutions  inclosed.*  I 
had  no  previous  knowledge  of  them.    The  first  and  second  are  truths 
often  declared;  the  third,  if  fairly  construed,  is  but  the  announce- 
ment of  onr  theory  of  government  but  under  existing  circumstances 

*  Neither  letter  nor  indOBnre  foand,  but  see  rtemnfi  In  Davis  to  Wiight  et  tU., 
next,  .post. 
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its  terms  might  suggest  conclusions  injurious  to  the  recognition  of 
the  compact  between  the  Confederate  States.  The  rest  are  regarded 
hj  me  as  objectionable,  if  not  dangerous.  Will  reply  more  fully  by 
mail. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  Va.,  November  J7,  2S64. 
The  Honorable  Senators  of  jG^rgia,  Messrs.  A.  R.  Wrioht,  T.  L. 
GUBRBT,  J.  M.  Chambers,  Thomas  E.  Llotd,  Fred.  H.  West,  and 
Ro.  B.  NiSBKT: 

Gentlemen  :  I  answered  by  telegram  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant 
this  morning,  as  requested,  and  now  respectfully  comply  with  your 
desire  that  I  should  express  my  views  on  the  subject  to  which  you 
invite  my  attention.  In  forwarding  to  me  the  resolutions  introduced 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Georgia  by  Mr.  StephenSj  of  Han- 
cock, you  state  that  you  are  not  inclined  to  favor  the  passage  of  these 
or  any  simUar  Tesolutions,  believing  them  to  have  a  tendency  to  cre- 
ate divisions  among  ourselves  and  to  unite  and  strengthen  our  ene- 
mies, but  that  it  is  to  assert  in  Milledgeville  that  I  favor  such  action 
on  the  part  of  the  States,  and  would  be  pleased  to  see  Georgia  cast 
her  influence  in  that  way.  You  are  kind  enough  to  say  that  if  this 
be  true,  and  that  if  the  passage  of  these  or  similar  resolutions  would 
in  the  slightest  degree  aid  or  assist  me  in  bringing  the  war  to  a  suc- 
cessful and  speedy  close,  you  will  give  them  your  earnest  and  hearty 
support.  I  return  you  my  cordial  thanks  for  this  expression  of  con- 
fidence, but  assure  yon  that  there  is  no  truth  in  the  assertions  which 
jou  mention,  and  I  presume  that  will  already  have  seen  by  the  clos- 
ing part  of  my  annual  messe^,  which  must  have  reached  you  since 
the  date  of  your  letter,  that  I  have  not  contemplated  the  use  of  any 
other  agency  in  treating  for  peace  than  that  estoblished  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Confederate  States.  That  agency  seems  to  me  to  be 
well  adapted  to  its  purpose  and  free  from  the  injurious  conseqaences 
that  would  follow  any  other  means  that  have  been  suggested. 

The  objection  to  separate  State  action  which  you  present  in  your 
letter  appears  to  be  so  conclusive  as  to  admit  no  reply.  The  immedi- 
ate and  inevitable  tendency  of  such  distinct  action  by  each  State  is 
to  create  discordant  instead  of  united  counsels;  to  suggest  to  our 
enemies  the  possibility  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Confederacy,  and  to 
encourage  them  by  the  spectacle  of  our  divisions  to  more  determined 
and  united  action  against  us.  They  would  readily  adopt  the  false 
idea  that  some  of  the  States  of  the  Confederacy  are  disposed  to  aban- 
don their  sister  Statra  and  make  separate  terms  of  peace  for  them- 
selves; and  if  such  a  suspicion,  however  unfounded,  were  once 
engendered  among  our  own  people,  it  would  be  destmctive  of  that 
spMt  of  mutual  confidence  and  support  which  forms  our  chief  reli- 
ance for  success  in  the  maintenance  of  our  cause. 

When  the  proposal  of  separate  State  action  was  first  mooted  it 
appeared  to  me  so  impracticable,  so  void  of  any  promise  of  good,  that 
I  gave  no  heed  to  the  proposal;  but  upon  its  adoption  by  citizens  whose 
position  and  ability  give  weight  to  the  expression  of  their  opinions,  I 
was  led  to  a  serious  consideration  of  the  subject.  My  first  impres- 
sions have  not  been  changed  by  reflection. 

If  all  the  States  of  the  two  hostile  federations  are  to  meet  in  con- 
vention, it  is  plain  that  such  a  meeting  can  only  take  place  after  an 
agreement  as  to  the  time,  place,  and  tei>ms  on  which  they  are  to  meet. 
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Kow,  without  discussing  the  minor,  although  not  trifling,  difficulties 
of  agreeing  as  to  time  and  place,  it  is  certain  that  the  States  would 
never  consent  to  a  couvention  without  a  previous  agreement  as  to  the 
terms  on  which  they  were  to  meet.  The  proposed  convention  must 
meet  on  the  basis  either  that  no  State  should,  against  its  own  will,  be 
bound  hy  the  decision  of  the  convention,  or  that  it  should  be  so 
bound.  But  it  is  plain  that  an  agreement  on  the  basis  that  no  State 
should  be  bound  without  its  consent  by  the  result  of  the  deliberations, 
would  be  au  abandonment  on  the  part  of  the  North  of  its  pretended 
right  of  coercion ;  would  be  an  absolute  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  the  several  States  of  the  Confederacy;  would  be,  in  a  word,  so  com- 
plete a  concession  of  the  rightfulness  of  our  cause  that  the  most  vis- 
ionary cannot  hope  for  such  an  agreement  in  advance  of  the  meeting 
of  a  couvention.  The  only  other  possible  basic}  of  meeting  is  that 
each  S%te  should  agree  beforehand  to  be  bound  by  the  decision  of 
the  convention,  and  such  an  agreement  is  but  anouier  form  of  sub- 
mission to  Northern  dominion,  as  we  well  know  that  in  such  a  con- 
vention we  should  be  outnumbered  nearly  two  to  one.  On  the  very 
threshold  of  the  scheme  proposed,  therefore,  we  are  met  by  an  obsta- 
cle which  cannot  be  removed.  Is  not  the  impracticable  (maraoter  of 
the  project  apparent? 

You  will  observe  that  I  leave  entirely  out  of  view  the  suggestion 
that  a  convention  of  all  the  States  of  both  federations  should  be 
held  by  common  consent  without  any  previous  understanding  as  to  the 
effect  of  its  decisions;  should  meet  merely  to  debate  and  pass  reso- 
lutions that  are  to  bind  no  one.  It  is  not  supposed  that  this,  can 
really  be  the  meaning  attached  to  the  proposed  by  those  who  are 
active  in  its  support,  although  the  resolutions  to  which  you  Invite 
iny  attention  declare  that  the  function  of  such  a  convention  would 
be  simply  to  propose  a  plan  of  peace,  with  the  consent  of  the  two 
belligerents;  or,  in  other  words,  to  act  as  negotiators  in  treating  for 
peace.  This  part  of  the  scheme  is  not  intelligible  to  me.  If  the  con- 
vention is  only  held  with  the  consent  of  f£e  two  belligerents,  that 
consent  cannot  be  obtained  without  negotiation.  The  plan  then 
would  resolve  itself  into  a  scheme  that  the  two  Governments  should 
n^otiate  an  agreement  for  the  appointment  of  negotiators  to  make 
proposals  for  a  treaty.  It  seems  much  more  prompt  and  simple  to 
n^otiate  for  peace  at  once  than  to  negotiate  for  the  appointment  of 
negotiators,  who  are  to  meet  without  power  to  do  anythSig  but  make 
proposals. 

If  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  willing  to  make  peace, 
it  will  treat  for  peace  directly.  If  unwilling,  it  will  refuse  to  consent 
to .  the  convention  of  States.  The  author  of  these  resolutions  and 
those  who  concur  in  his  vie^  appear  to  me  to  commit  the  radical 
error  of  supposing  that  the  obstacle  to  obtaining  the  peace  which  we 
all  desire  consists  in  the  difficulty  of  finding  proper  agencies  for 
negotiating,  so  that  the  whole  scope  of  the  resolutions  ends  in  nothing 
but  su^esting  that  if  the  enemy  will  treat,  the  best  agency  would  be 
State  delegates  to  a  convention;  whereas  the  whole  and  only  obstacle 
is  that  the  enemy  will  not  treat  at  all,  or  entertain  any  other  propo- 
sition than  that  we  should  submit  to  their  yoke,  acknowledge  that 
we  aoe  criminals,  and  apx)eal  to  their  mercy  for  pardon. 

After  this  statement  of  objections  it  may  apx>ear  superfluous  to  add 
others  of  less  gravity,  but  as  you  invite  a  full  expression  of  my  views 
I  will  add  that  history  is  replete  with  instances  of  the  interminable 
dii&ciiltieB  and  delays  which  ntt^'nd  the  attempt  to  negotiate  <m  great 
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and  conflicting  interests  when  the  parties  to  the  negotiation  are 
nmnerons.  If  this  has  been  the  case  where  the  parties  possessed  full 
powers  to  condnde  a  treaty,  what  can  we  hope  from  an  assemblage 
of  negotiators  from  thirty  or  forty  States  who,  in  the  midst  of  an  exas 

peratlng  warfare,  are  to  meet  without  power  to  conclude  anything? 
In  the  history  of  our  own  country  we  find  that  in  a  time  of  profound 
peace,  when  the  most  cordial  brotherhood  of  sentiment  existed,  and 
when  a  long  and  bloody  war  had  been  brought  to  a  triumphant  close, 
it  required  two  years  to  assemble  a  convention  and  bring  its  deliber- 
ations to  an  end,  and  another  to  procure  the  ratification  of  their 
labors.  With  such  a  war  as  the  present  in  progress,  the  views  of  the 
large  assemblage  of  negotiators  proposed  would  undergo  constant 
chMige,  according  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the  struggle  and  the  attempt 
to  secure  concordant  views  would  soon  be  abandoned  luid  l^ve  the 
parties  more  embittered  than  ever — less  hopeful  of  the  possiftility  of 
successful  negotiati<m. 

Again,  how  is  the  difficulty  resulting  from  the  conflicting  preten> 
sions  of  the  two  beUigerents  in  regard  to  several  of  the  States  to  be 
overcome?  Is  it  supposed  that  Vii^nia  would  enter  into  a  conven- 
tion with  a  delegation  from  what  our  enemies  choose  to  term  the  * '  State 
of  West  Viiginia,"  and  thus  recognize  an  insolent  and  violent  dis- 
memberment of  her  territory  ?  Or  would  the  United  States  consent 
that  **  West  Virginia"  should  be  deprived  of  her  pretensions  to  equal 
rights  after  having  formally  admitted  her  as  a  State  and  allowed  her 
to  vote  at  a  Presidential  election?  Who  would  send  a  delegation 
from  Louisiana,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri  ?  The  enemy  claims 
to  hold  the  government  of  those,  States,  while  we  assert  them  to  be 
members  of  the  Confederacy.  Would  delegates  be  received  from  both 
sides?  If  so,  there  would  soon  be  a  disruption  of  the  convention. 
If  delegatas  are  received  from  neither  side,  then  a  number  of  the 
States  most  vitally  interested  in  the  result  would  remain  unrepre- 
sented, and  what  value  could  be  attached  to  the  mere  recommenda- 
tions of  a  body  of  negotiators  under  such  circumstances?  Various 
other  considerations  sugg^t  themselves,  but  enough  has  been  said  to 
justify  my  conclusion  that  the  proposal  of  separate  State  action  is 
unwise,  impracticable,  and  offers  no  prospect  of  good  to  counter- 
balance its  manifold  injurious  consequences  to  the  cause  of  oar 
country. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


[NOTEHBBB  17,  1864. — For  Cooper  to  Taylor,  authorizing  a  call  for 
the  reserves  to  resist  Sherman's  army,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLV,  Part 
I,  p.  1218.] 


Subsistence  Depabtment, 
Richmond,  Va.,  November  17, 1864. 

Maj.  R.  J.  Moses, 

Chief  Commissary  of  Si^mstence : 
Majob:  Your  letter  of  4th  instant  has  been  received.  The  ^t  of 
Congress  of  March  26,  1863,  to  regulate  impressments  (see  General 
Orders,  No.  37,  1863J  made  a  discrimination  between  the  ownera  who 
produced  or  raised  tne  article  which  was  the  subject  of  impressment, 
or  who  held  it  for  consumption,  and  those  who  held  it  for  sale,  in 
respect  of  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  price  or  just  compensation  to 
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be  paid  by  the  impressing  officer.  The  first  section  of  the  act  pre- 
scribes the  manner  in  which  the  price  to  be  paid  to  the  owner  of  the 
first  class  shall  be  ascertained,  viz,  by  appraisement  made  by  per^ 
sons  appointed  from  the  vicinage.  The  sixth  section  establishes  a 
permanent  board  to  fix  rates  at  which  the  property  held  by  the  other 
class  should  be  valued. 

The  act  of  April  27, 1863  (see  General  Orders,  Ko.  63»  1863),  authot^ 
ized  an  appeal  by  the  impressing  officer  from  the  decision  of  the 
appraisers  to  this  permanent  board.  This  act  was  adopted  in  conse- 
quence of  the  extravagant  appraisement  made  by  vicinage  appraisers. 

The  supreme  court  of  Georgia  in  the  year  1863  declared  that  the 
schedule  rates  established  by  the  permanent  board  did  not  furnish 
prima  facie  evidence  of  value,  and  set  aside  the  impressments  made 
nnder  the  sixth  section  of  the  act.  Their  opinion  seemed  to  be  that 
the  value  should  be  ascertained  at  the  time  of  the  appraisement  cf 
the  particular  article  impressed. 

The  General  Orders  of  the  War  Department  (No.  161,  1863)  will 
show  that  the  Department  yielded  to  the  opinion  of  the  supreme 
court,  and  allowed  a  vicinage  appraisement  in  all  cases.  The  princi- 
ple of  that  order  was  incorporated  into  the  act  of  Congress  of  16tfa 
February  last,  published  in  General  Orders,  No.  30,  of  this  year. 
That  act  allows  the  vicinage  appraisement  in  all  oases,  and  allows  an 
appeal  to  the  permanent  board  to  be  made  by. either  party,  and 
empowers  the  board  to  hear  testimony  as  to  value.  The  appointment 
of  a  board  of  appraisers  for  such  a  purpose  is  believed  to  be  constitu- 
tional. That  board  is  not  confined  to  schedule  rates  in  any  case,  but 
is  to  decide  upon  the  question  of  value  as  an  original  question,  and 
if  requisite  they  can  take  testimony  for  the  purpose  of  informing 
their  judgment  upon  the  matter. 

I  would  call  your  attention  particularly  to  the  certificate  to  be  used 
in  the  case  of  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  the  appraisement  on  the 
award  of  the  appraisers.  In  case  of  disapproval  the  certificate  should 
be,  This  appraisement  is  not  accepted  as  fair  and  just,  but  the  same 
is  objected  to  because  the  value  assessed  is  excessive  and  afilords 
more  than  a  juist  compensation  for  the  property,  and  therefore  an 
appeal  is  made  to  the  appraisers  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  Febru- 
ary 16,  1864."  (See  General  Orders,  No.  30,  current  series.) 

This  opinion  of  the  state  of  the  case  is  derived  from  the  highest 
judicial  authority  in  the  Confederacy,  and  will,  I  think,  warrant  your 
making  impressments  in  accordance  with  circular  referred  to  below. 

The  question  of  appeal  from  the  award  of  the  vicinage  appraisers 
is  fully  discussed  in  the  circular,*  of  which  a  copy  was  forwarded  to 
you  with  my  last  letter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 
Commissary-GeneraU  of  Si^>sistence. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Wab  Department,  Enqineer  Bureau, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  November  19,  1864- 

Oeneral  B.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia : 
Gbkebal:  I  am  directed  by  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War  to 
write  to  you  In  reference  to  an  organization  for  the  n^ro  force  it  is 

•  See  September  6,  p.  632. 
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proposed  to  employ  an  laborers  witli  the  armies  of  the  Confederacy. 
After  Bome  reflection  I  have  presented  the  following  outline  to  the 
War  Department,  and  I  would  now  respectfully  ask  you  to  consider 
it,  and  propose  such  modiflcations  and  alterations  as  your  greater 
e^qperience  and  better  judgment  may  dictate. 

The  unit  of  the  oi^anization  to  be  a  gang  or  working  party  of  100 
negroes  under  a  "manager,**  assisted  by  three  "overseers,"  first,  sec- 
ond, and  third.  Eight  of  these  gangs  to  be  placed  under  a  "  superin- 
tendent," forming  a  foroe  800  strong,  corresponding  to  a  battelion. 
Three  of  these  to  be  under  a  "director,"  making  a  working  party  or 
body  2,400  strong;  the  entire  foroe  serving  with  an  arm/  to  be  under 
one,  two,  or  more  directors,  according  to  the  number  employed,  and 
the  whole  to  be  under  the  general  supervision  and  control  of  the  chief 
engineer  of  each  army.  This  last  feature  is  advised  because  the 
negroes  can  be  employed  as  organizations  in  the  construction  of 
defenses,  in  repairing  roads  and  bridges,  and  in  doing  much  of  the 
work  appertaining  to  the  pioneer;  and  for  like  reason  the  whole  negro 
force  called  into  service  should  be  placed  under  the  general  super- 
vision and  direction  of  the  Engineer  Bureau. 

The  negroes  leqnired  to  serve  as  teamsters  and  in  other  work  not 
connected  with  the  engineer  service  will  be  detailed  in  such  numbers 
as  may  be  required,  but  their  names  will  still  be  bome  on  the  rolls  of 
the  gang  to  which  they  belong.  This  feature  is  thought  to  be  impor- 
tant in  order  that  there  should  be  some  one  to  look  after  the  negroes 
and  take  an  interest  in  their  welfare  at  all  times.  It  is  expected  this 
will  be  done  by  the  "managers"  and-"overseers."  For  the  supplying 
of  the  negroes  with  clothing,  camp  equipage,  rations,  &c.,  it  is  pro- 
posed that  a  "purveyor"  be  appointed  for  each  working  party 
under  a  * '  director "  with  three  assistant  purveyors,  being  one  for  each 
party  under  a  ' '  suiwrintendent. "  The  purveyor  to  be  a  bonded  agent, 
and  if  necessary,  the  assistant  purveyors  to  be  bonded  also.  Perhaps 
quartermasters  already  in  the  service  might  be  assigned  to  these 
duties.  For  medical  service,  one  sui^eon  or  ph^ician  for  each 
superintendent;  for  keeping  the  records  and  issuing  instructions  it  is 
proposed  that  two  clerks  be  allowed  to  each  director  and  one  to  eac^ 
superintendent.  It  is  expected  to  call  into  service  as  fast  as  possible 
the  20,000  mMe  slaves  authorized  by  the  act  of  February,  1864  (see 
General  Orders,  No.  32,  for  1864),  and  to  have  this  service  completed 
by  the  Bureau  of  Conscription.  The  negroes  when  collected  under 
the  provisions  of  this  law  to  be  placed  under  temporary  managers  or 
guards  detailed  from  conscript  camps  or  from  the  reserves,  and  when 
collected  in  gangs  of  50  to  100  to  be  forwarded  under  their  charge  to 
the  armies  or  stations  to  which  they  may  be  assigned,  exact  records 
to  be  kept  by  the  enrolling  officers  of  the  negroes  taken  into  service, 
embracing  the  infomuition  usual  on  muster-rolls  with  the  addition  of 
the  name  of  owner;  a  projwr  list  to  accompany  each  gang  when  for- 
warded to  service,  from  which  regular  muster-rolls  can  I>e  prepared ; 
and  also  descriptive  lists  when  details  are  made  for  labor  outside  of 
the  engineer  service.  When  the  gangs  first  arrive  at  the  places  where 
they  are  to  be  employed  they  should  be  attached  temporarily  to  the 
engineer  troops  and  put  to  work  at  once  under  tihe  officers  command- 
ing  these  troops. 

When  the  number  amounts  to  800  they  should  be  formed  into  eight 
full  gangs  of  100  each,  oi^anized  as  hereinbefore  indicated  and 

£ laced  under  a  superintendent.  Thus  the  negroes  will  be  useful  at* 
iborers  from  the  moment  they  are  delivered.   That  these  labcwers 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES. 


831 


when  r^ularly  oi^nized  may  be  sj^tematically  furnished  with 
rations,  <^othing,  and  other  necessaries,  provision  returns  and 
requisitions  will  be  prepared  by  the  managers  or  overseers,  whose  cer- 
tificates shall  be  considered  of  the  same  effect  as  those  of  company 
officers,  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  directors  to  examine  and 
approve  said  requisitions,  &c.,  and  such  approval  will  be  the  author- 
ity for  the  purveyors  and  assistant  purveyors  to  make  the  issues  called 
for.  The  manager  will  be  made  responsible  for  all  property  issued  to 
the  gang  of  100  men  under  his  charge.  Field  transportation  to  be 
furnished  to  these  organizations  of  laborers  in  such  quantity  as  the 
resources  of  the  country  will  admit  of.  For  the  better  regulation  and 
efficiency  of  the  labor  as  contemplated  the  cliief  engineer  of  each 
army  should  assign  a  field  officer  of  engineer  troops  to  inspect, 
supervise,  and  muster  the  organizations  and  to  ma^  assignments  of 
working  parties  in  such  way  and  nuumer  as  may  be  ordered  by  tiie 
comman^ng  general  through  his  chief  engineer,  and  it  will  be  made 
the  duty  of  the  same  field  officer  to  see  that  details  for  labor  outside 
of  the  engineer  service  be  made  promptly  when  ordered  by  the  com- 
manding general. 

It  is  contemplated  that  the  Quartermaster's  Department  should 
furnish  clothing  and  other  supplies  usually  provided  by  that  depart- 
ment to  this  negro  force;  that  the  owners  should  be  paid  by  this 
same  department,  and  that  the  Commissary  Department  should 
furnish  rations.  It  is  proposed  that  this  negro  force  be  mnstered  as 
in  case  of  troops,  by  the  field  officer  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and 
duplicate  muster-rolls  forwarded  through  the  chief  engineer  of  l^e 
army  to  the  Engineer  Bureau.  P«|r-roll8  to  be  prepared  at  the  same 
time  and  forwaraed  through  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  army  to 
the  Quartermaster-General,  who  at  the  expiration  of  each  year  shall 
send  a  suitable  officer  into  each  State  to  meet  at  certain  convenient 
designated  points  all  owners,  who  sball  appear  personally  or  by 
attorney,  to  receive  payment  for  past  services  rendered  by  their 
slaves.  In  case  of  the  loss  of  any  negro  by  death,  desertion,  or  other- 
wise, notice  thereof  shall  be  prepared  in  triplicate  by  the  manager  or 
overseer,  showing  the  time  and  manner  of  his  loss,  to  be  forwarded 
through  the  chief  engineer  to  the  Engineer  Bureau.  This  notice  to 
be  n-pon  a  simple  and  convenient  printed  form  to  be  furnished  by  the 
Engineer  Bureau ;  careful  entries  of  such  casualties  to  be  made  by  the 
manager  upon  the  muster-rolls  of  the  gang.  The  managers  and  over- 
seers should  be  selected  as  far  as  possible  from  the  class  of  men  accus- 
tomed to  manage  negroes  on  farms,-  plantations,  and  works  of  civil 
improvement.  Careful  measures  should  be  taken,  too,  to  look  into 
the  qualifications  and  past  experience  ot  each  one,  and  this  might  be 
accomplished  probably  by  assigning  the  duty  to  some  engineer  officers 
serving  in  each  of  the  States;  the  officer  for  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina  to  be  named  by  the  chief  engineer  of  your  army.  The 
officers  for  the  coasts  of  South  Carolina,  Geoi^ia,  and  Florida  to  be 
named  by  the  chief  engineer  of  General  Hardee's  department.  The 
officers  for  the  Division  of  the  West  to  be  named  by  the  chief  engineer 
of  that  division.  Should  these  managers  and  overseers  prove 
incompetent,  power  to  be  vested  in  the  commanders  of  the  respective 
amues  to  return  them  to  duty  with  the  reserves.  If  guilty  of  mal- 
feasuioe  or  malpractice,  they  should  be  at  once  ordered  into  the 
noks  for  general  service. 

Very  leepectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  J.  F.  GILMEE, 

Mc^or-Oetteral  aiid  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau.' 
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[NoVEiflBER  19,  1864. — For  Hartridge,  Echols,  d  aL,  to  the  people 
of  Gfeorgia,  urging  that  "every  man  fly  to  arms"  to  resist  Sherman^s 
army,  see  Series  I,  YoL  XLIV,  p.  869.] 


[November  19, 1864. — For  proclamation  of  Governor  Brown,  order- 
ing a  levy  en  masse  of  white  males  between  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty- 
five  years,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LIII,  p.  376.] ' 


Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  Kftbr  Aio)  Mmmo  Bureau, 

Biehmondt  November  SO,  1864. 

CoL  I.  M.  St.  John, 

Chief  of  Bureau: 

CoLOifBL:  Tour  questions  on  Utie  iron  service  are  hereinafter 
replied  to  in  their  order: 

First.  What  f  amaces  continue  in  blast  in  Virginia  ? 

Eighteen  furnaces  remain  in  blast  in  Virginia,  or  rather  have  been 
able  to  get  in  blast  at  a  late  day,  as  follows:  Marion  Magnetic,  Smyth 
County;  Beauregard,  Grey  Eagle,  Barren  Springs,  Wythe  County; 
Lucy  Selina  (worked  by  Government),  Rockbridge  County;  Boyd's 
Furnace,  Botetourt  County;  Amherst,  Amherst  County;  Estelino, 
Augusta  County;  Victoria,  Louisa  County ;  Roaring  Run,  Alleghany 
County;  Union,  Patrick  County;  Liberty,  Shenandoah  County;  West- 
ham  (worked  by  Government),  H&nrico  County;  Catawba,  Rebecca, 
Botetourt  Oonn^;  Glenwood,  Rockbridge  County;  Australia,  Alle- 
ghany County;  Caroline  (will  suspend  under  Order  82),  Shenandoah 
County. 

Very  few  of  these  eighteen  furnaces  have  been  able,  however,  to 
make  a  full  blast.  The  want  of  labor  and  subsistence  and  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  have  o{>erated  to  prevent  work  for  some  time  at 
all  of  them  except  three,  and  one  of  them  has  been  twice  burned  by 
the  enemy.  They  have  not  averaged  more  than  a  half  blast,  and 
some  of  -them  must  cease  work  unless  the  contractors  are  allowed 
greater  facilities  for  securing  supplies. 

Second.  What  available  furnaces  are  out  of  blast? 

Thirteen  furnaces  are  now  out  of  blast,  and  for  the  following^ 
reasons:  Mount  Hope,  Wythe  County,  want  of  labor  and  supplies; 
Graham's,  Wythe  County,  want  of  labor  and  stock ;  Calif  omia,  Rock- 
bridge, ore  Imnk  exhausted;  Buena  Vista,  Rockbridge,  burned  by 
the  enemy;  Elizabeth,  Augusta,  burned  by  the  enemy;  Catharine, 
Spotsylvania,  burned  by  the  enemy ;  Mount  Torry,  Augusta,  burned 
by  the  enemy;  Columbia,  Shenandoah,  burned  by  thd  enemy  (Order 
82  would  have  suspended);  Mount  Vernon,  Augusta,  burned  by  the 
enemy  (Order  83  would  have  suspended);  Page  Iron  Works,  Shenan- 
doah, suspended  by  Order  82  after  January  1,  1866.  Three  of  these 
thirteen  could  not  work  for  lack  of  labor,  and  three  had  to  suspend 
under  General  Orders,  No.  82.  ALso  the  Caroline  furnace,  though  still 
in  blast,  will  soon  suspend  under  this  order,  a  few  men  being  only 
left  to  work  up  the  stock  on  hand.  The  Elizabeth,  Grace,  Oloverdale, 
Mount  Torry,  Buena  Vista,  and  Catharine  are  being  rebuilt^  and  if 
labor  can  be  secured  will  probably  work  next  year. 

Third.  What  plan  is  adopted  under  order  of  chief  of  Bureau  for 
the  inspection  of  the  furnaces? 
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The  district  superintendents  are  required  to  send  from  each  fur- 
nace, if  possible,  a  semi-monthly,  but  certainly  a  monthly,  report  o.' 
the  following  character: 


Funmce  report  to 


Tons. 

a 

o 

Force, 

S 

M 

Kama  of  works. 

1  In  or  ont  of  bli 

Per  da;. 

'    Hauled  and 
1  ready  to  ship.  ' 

Quality. 

-9 

«•« 

M 

s 

Subject  to  mil- 
1    ttary  duty.  ' 

Exempt. 

;  Total. 

BwuurkBi&e. 

In  addition  to  these  reports  an  inspecting  oflBcer  of  special  qualifi- 
cations goes  from  furnace  to  furnace,  as  time  will  allow,  and  reports 
directly  to  the  chief  of  Bureau  upon  the  general  management  of  the 
furnaces,  their  condition,  and  prospects. 

Fourth.  Compare  furnace  results  in  Virginia  and  Alabama,  and 
state  why  at  this  late  day  the  Alabama  system  of  large  furnaces  can- 
not be  applied  in  Vii^nia,  giving  instances  of  the  scarcity  of  ore. 

The  jAJabama  furnaces  have  probably  attained  a  higher  daily  yield 
than  those  in  Virginia.  In  one  case  the  Government  furnace  in  Bibb 
County,  Ala. ,  averaged  through  the  month  thirteen  tons  of  iron  per 
day,  and  at  another  furnace  I  think  an  average  of  ten  tons  per  day 
was  attained  for  one  month.  Still,  the  diflference  of  yield  has  not 
been  so  great  as  these  cases  would  indicate.  From  many  disturbing 
causes  incident  to  war  much  time  has  been  lost  at  the  Alabama  fur- 
naces, and  the  daily  average  would  scarcely  exceed,  if  equal,  four 
tons  per  day,  which  most  of  the  Virginia  furnaces  aim  to  reach  for 
such  time  as  they  can  secure  stock  to  keep  in  blast.  The-  Alabama 
iron  region  is  new,  and  all  the  furnace  localities  abound  with  ore  and 
fuel,  and  private  enterprise,  aided  in  most  cases  by  the  Government, 
availing  itself  of  modem  information,  has  erected  large  and  improved 
furnaces  where  fuel,  ore,  and  sulMistence  are  very  abundant.  The 
Virginia  mineral  region,  on  the  other  hand,  has  been  worked  for 
many  years,  and  most  of  its  furnaces  are  old,  and  hence  small;  but 
having  been  worked  so  long,  fuel  has  become  alarmingly  scarce,  and 
many  furnaces  have  a  most  precarious  supply  of  ore,  this  article 
being  frequently  hauled  for  miles  in  wagons — in  one  case  as  far  as  ten 
miles.  Two  of  the  largest  furnaces  in  the  State  have  been  idle  a  long 
ti  me  for  want  of  ore,  the  banks  from  which  they  have  heretofore  been 
.supplied,  and  which  were  considered  inexhaustible,  having  very  sud- 
denly given  out.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  the  Westham  Furnace 
-  can  be  continued  in  blast,  for  up  to  this  time  no  ore  bank  has  been 
found  on  the  line  of  the  canal  which  will  supply  the  necessary  ore. 
There  are  few,  if  any,  mineral  veins  in  Virginia,  nearly  all  of  its  ores 
existing  in  pockets  or  detailed  masses,  the  size  and  extent  of  whid. 
can  onl^  be  ascertained  by  actual  experiment;  hence  all  mining  is 
very  precwions.  Ore  banks  pronotinoed  by  the  most  experienced 
miners  to  be  boundless  have  given  out  after  a  few  mtmms*  work. 
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When  ore  hsppene  to  be  abundant  the  wood  has  Vt  i  n  nearly  all  cat, 
and  no  situation  is  now  known  to  me  in  this  State  where  stock — mean- 
)  ing  fuel  and  ore — could  foe  procured  for  a  furnace  to  make  ten  tons 
of  iron  per  day.  Bat  were  the  case  otherwise,  it  would  be  imp(»sible 
to  maintain  the  force  required  for  so  large  a  furnace.  Each  furnace 
depends  upon  its  own  locality  for  supplies  of  bread  and  meat  and 
forage,  it  being  f^ost  Impossible  to  bring  them  &om  a  diBtAuce  in 
the  present  state  of  transportation,  and  no  one  neighborhood  conld 
support  so  large  a  force.  The  small  furnaces  find  it  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  feed  their  laborers.  If  fuel,  ore,  and  food  were  as  convenient 
and  abundant  as  in  Alabama,  the  large  furnace  system  would  even 
now  be  adopted ;  but  the  scarcity  of  all  these  is  thought  to  render  it 
impracticable  entirely.  The  present  small  furnaces  of  Virginia  would 
afford  an  ample  supply  of  iron  if  the  service  was  placed  upon  a  proper 
footing,  as  will  be  indicated  below. 

Fifth.  State  the  working  of  the  present  plan  of  contracting  for 
partial  yield  of  furnace. 

This  plan  has  been  found  most  advantageous  in  that  while  it  secures 
to  the  Government  one-half  of  all  iron  made  at  a  very  moderate  price, 
it  offers  to  contractors  a  great  stimulus  for  the  largest  possible  yield. 
It  was  absolutely  essential  that  some  iron  should  be  pat  on  tiie  market 
to  supply  agrioultaral  and  other  interests.  The  plan  now  pursued 
gives  the  Gk^vemment  one-half  of  all  iron  made  at  a  price  not  much, 
if  at  all,  above  cost,  and  a  preference  over  all  other  purchasers  for  the 
remaining  half. 

Sixth.  State  what  essentials  of  labor,  stock,  and  supplies  must  be 
demanded  to  guarantee  a  supply  of  iron  for  the  next  year. 

The  iron  force  was  much  too  small  before  one-fifth  of  the  men  were 
taken  away  under  General  Orders,  No.  82.  These  men  must  be  replaced 
and  an  addition  of  300  men  fully  be  made  to  the  previous  force, 
with  an  increase  of  from  100  to  150  horses  or  mules.  Shonld  this 
labor  be  furnished  promptly,  and  the  service  placed  upon  a  proper 
footing  before  all  army  officers,  but  little  apprehension  need  be  felt 
for  the  iron  snpp^,  for  all  difficnltira  of.  fuel  and  ore  wiU  In  that 
event  be  overcome.  But  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  the  iron  mas- 
ters sha^  have  more  support  from  the  Government  tlum  heretofore. 
The  manufacture  of  pig-iron  in  Virginia  was  a  very  hazardous  enter- 
prise, even  before  the  war,  and  but  two  men  are  known  to  me  who 
ever  met  with  success.  All  the  difficulties  have  been  much  increased 
by  the  war,  and  the  much  greater  difficulty  of  securing  supplies  added 
to  them.  But  all  these  could  have  been  overcome  if  the  iron  masters 
had  been  properly  protected  against  the  interference  of  Govenunent 
officers.  Ample  general  orders  exist  on  this  subject,  but  they  are 
not  respected,  and  it  has  never  been  found  possible  to  have  any 
officer  punished  for  their  violation.  It  will  suffice  to  mention  one  not- 
able case  where  a  q,aartermaster.  Captain  Hoof,  of  General  Ro8ser*s 
brigade,  not  only  impressed  supplies  from  the  contractors,  bnt  from 
the  Government  furnaces,  thereby  causing  the  actual  starvation  of 
some  of  the  furnace  mules,  and  making  it  necessary  to  hire  out  the 
furnace  labor  to  prevent  a  similar  result.  On  hearing  the  facts  the 
Secretary  of  War  immediately  ordered  Captain  Hoof  to  be  relieved 
from  duty  and  to  report  in  Richmond,  but  this  order,  now  some  nine 
months  old,  has  never  been  obeyed,  and  Captain  H.  remains  on  his 
original  duty.  The  iron  master  is  a  necessity,  and  should  be  cher- 
ished as  such,  and  allowed  the  same  facilities  for  securing  subsistence 
Kod  forage  as  are  enjoyed  by  oommissuies  «id  quartwrnasters;  and 


COKF£DEBAT£  AUTHORITIES. 


835 


his  supplies  once  secured  shonld  not  be  tonclied  for  any  other  pur- 
pose. Unless  this  encouragement  and  protection  is  afforded  the  con- 
tractors will  become  dishes^ned  and  give  up.  They  cannot  possibly 
carry  on  their  operations  under  the  present  system  of  protection, 
which  exists  only  on  paper. 

Veiy  respeotfoUy,  yours, 

RICHARD  MORTON, 

[InikrHniMBt.] 
KlTBR  ANI>  MnONO  BUBBAU, 

HicJiTnondt  Fa.,  November  ^J,  I864. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  connection  with 
views  already  x>resented.  Especial  attention  is  requested  to  the  sus- 
pension of  thirteen  furnaces  in  Virginia,  and  to  the  cause  of  that 
suspension.  For  further  information  the  office  directly  in  charge  is 
directed  (in  handing  this  paper)  to  be  prepared  to  answer  all  ques- 
tions. 

I.  M.  ST.  JOHN, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 


GsmEBAL  Obdebs,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  84.         f  liicknMmdy  Fa.,  November  21,  I864. 

*•*«*•• 

lY.  Detailed  soldiers  will  not  be  transferred  by  officers  with  whom 
they  ftre  ubon  duty  to  other  officers  without  anthority  from  this  office 
or  from  the  general  commanding  the  army  to  which  the  soldiers 
beloi^.  Detailed  conscripts  will  be  transferred  only  by  the  authority 
of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscription. 

y .  The  telegraph  will  be  used  as  economically  as  possible,  and  mes- 
sages will  not  be  sent  by  it  without  the  approval  of  the  commanding 
officer  present.  Where  the  telegram  exceeds  ten  words,  the  voucher 
for  its  imyment  must  embrace  in  his  certificate  that  it  was  not  for  the 
personal  benefit  of  the  person  by  whom  it  was  sent,  and  that  it  was 
necessary,  and  contained  official  business  which  could  not  be  trans- 
acted by  mail  without  detriment  to  the  public  service. 

YI.  Supplies  collected  or  held  by  county  or  district  agents  for  the 
benefit  of  soldiers'  families  are  not  liable  to  impressment. 

Vn.  Paragraph  XIII,  General  Orders,  No.  34,  current  series,  is 
amended  to  all^w  all  retired  soldiers  who  may  enter  any  university, 
college,  or  school  to  draw  their  rations  in  kind  at  the  nearest  post. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjvicunt  and  Inspector  OenerdL 


Richmond,  Va.,  November  SI,  186^. 
The  House  of  Representatives: 

In  response  to  your  resolution  of  the  8th  instant  I  herewith  trans- 
mit a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  conveys  the 
information 'requested  relative  to  the  act  of  June  14,  1864,  "to  pro- 
vide and  organiae  a  general  staff." 
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The  seventh  section  of  the  act  invests  the  Executive  with  the  dis- 
cretion which  has  been  exercised.  The  eighth  section,  by  restricting 
appointments,  indicates  the  conrse  which  has  been  parsued  in  the 
attempt  to  ascertain  with  accuracy  the  number  of  oflBcers  in  the  sev- 
eral staff  corps,  so  as  to  distribute  them  in  accordance  with  the  order 
from  the  Adjutant-General's  Office,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  as 
well  as  to  ascertain  whether  there  are  not  supernumerary  staff  officers 
now  in  commission  who  shoold  be  dischai^d. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

[Isoloaore  Ko.  1.1 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department^ 

Richmond,  November  17, 18S4. 
The  President  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  copy  of  the  following  resolution,  adopted  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  8th  instant,  and  referred  by  Yoar 
Excellency  to  this  Department: 

JiMoZved,  That  the  Fremdent  be  respectfully  requested  to  inform  the  House 
whether  any  appointments  have  been  made  under  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  and  organize  a  general  staff  for  the  armies  in  the  field  to  serve  dnrins  the 
war,"  approved  June  14, 1864,  and  if  not,  why  have  not  such  appcnntments  been 
made  in  pursuance  of  said  act. 

In  response,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  letter  from  the 

Adjutant-General,  reporting  that  no  appointments  have  been  maile 
under  the  act  referred  to.  In  addition  to  the  explanation  afforded  by 
that  report,  showing  the  discretion  vested  in  you  by  the  act  and  the 
adequacy  of  previous  regulations  to  meet  the  necessity  of  a  staff  organ- 
ization, it  may  not  be  improper  to  advert  to  the  fact  that  soon  aft.ef  the 
adjournment  of  Congress  your  attention  was  called  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Military  Committee  of  the  Senate  to  the  serious  inconvenienees 
which  might  result  from  the  promotion  of  certain  officers  of  the  stafl' 
contemplated  by  that  act,  and  the  suggestion  made  that,  in  regard  to 
them  at  least,  it  might  be  better  not  to  enforce  the  law,  as  additional 
legislation  would  probably  be  attempted  at  the  next  session.  This  cir- 
cumstAMce,  it  is  believed,  contributed  to  guide  the  discretion  exercised 
under  the  act  in  not  enforcing  the  same,  as  inconveniences  would 
naturally  have  resulted  from  giving  the  rank  contemplated  to  some 
portion  of  the  staff  and  withholding  it  from  others. 
Very  respectful^, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War, 

[BaMiiolMim.1 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmond,  Va.,  November  16,  I864, 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  communication  from 
His  Excellency  the  President,  referred  to  me  for  report,  oontaining 
copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  dated  the  8th 
instant,  and  in  these  words: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  respectfully  requested  to  inform  this  Honae 
whether  any  appointments  have  been  made  under  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  and  organize  a  geuer^  staff  for  the  armies  in  the  field  to  perve  during  the 
war."  approved  14th  Jnne,  1864,  and  if  not,  why  have  not  snch  ai^ointments  been 
made  in  par8aan<»  of  said  act 
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In  accordance  withyonr  instructions  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
no  appointments  hare  been  made  under  the  act  above  recited. 
The  seventh.  Beotion  of  the  act  is  in  these  words : 

The  Preaideiit  is  hereby  antfa<nized  to  reduce  the  number  of  officers  authorized 
by  this  act  to  the  staff  of  anv  general  oflScer,  or  to  Increase  the  same  when,  in  Ids 
opinion,  the  service  will  be  bmieflted  thereby. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1864,  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act,  the  Presi- 
dent caused  to  be  issued  from  this  office  General  Orders,  No.  44  (a 
copy  of  which  is  inclosed),*  prescribing  the  number  of  staff  officers, 
not  to  exceed  certain  grades,  which  he  deemed  necessary  to  the  sev- 
eral commands  in  the  field.  These  orders  have  not  been  revoked,  the 
President  having,  I  presume,  availed  himself  of  the  authority  con- 
ferred in  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  not  to  increase  the  number 
and  rank  of  staff  officers  beyond  the  provisions  of  the  orders.  To 
carry  out  these  orders  the  legislation  prior  to  the  act  of  the  14th  of 
June  is  sufficient. 

Permit  me  to  add  that  I  have  heard  no  complaint  frpm  any  quarter 
that  the  number  and  rank  of  the  staff  officers  provided  for  by  general 
orders  are  not  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  commands  in  the  field. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjviani  and  Inapedor  CFeneraL 

[Inoloetue  Ho,  t,] 

Richmond,  June  15,  I864, 

His  Excellency  the  President; 

Deak  Sib  :  In  considering  the  recent  acts  of  Congress  in  regard  to 
the  Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  Departments  and  the  general 
staff  bill,  I  think  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  it  was  not  provided  in  both 
these  measures  that  the  President  might,  if  he  thought  proper,  make 
all  appointments  above  the  rank  of  major  with  temporary  rank  only. 

The  appointment  of  quartermasters  with  the  rank  of  colonel  will, 
as  the  department  is  now  organized,  cause  them  to  rank  every  officer 
in  the  department  except  one  or  two.  In  the  Commissary  Depart- 
ment they  will  rank  all  but  one.  This  should  be  avoided  if  possible, 
as  it  would  be  a  great  injustice  to  many  valuable  and  meritorious 
officers. 

I  think  we  can  remedy  it  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  I 
take  the  liberty  of  recommending  that  these  appointments  may  be 
delayed  until  this  fault  in  these  measures  can  be  corrected. 

As  you  are  authorized  to  assign  officers  to  these  positions,  I  cannot 
eee  that  the  public  interest  can  suffer  by  adopting  this  course. 
Very  respectfully,  your  friend, 

EDWARD  SPARROW. 

Al>JUTANT  AND  INSPBCTOB  GBNEEAL'S  OFFICE, 

APPOINTMENT  Bureau, 

November  xe,  1864. 

Official  copy. 

ED.  A.  PALFREY, 
lAetUenarU-Colonel  and  Assistant  At^tant- General. 

On  the  above  were  the  following  indorsements: 
Secretary  of  War  for  attention  and  remarks. 

 J.  D. 

'Omitted,  but  see  p.  353. 
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June  23,  1864. 

Respectfully  returned,  to  the  President. 

The  suggestions  of  Mr.  Sparrow,  especially  in  view  of  his  position  as 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  of  tlie  Senate,  are  entitled  to 
weight.  Some  grave  inconveniences  will  certainly  result  from  the 
increase  in  rank  required  by  the  staff  bill,  and  if  assurance  can  be 
felt  that  the  amendment  proposed  will  meet  the  approval  of  the  Con- 
gress at  its  next  session  it  would  be  expedient  to  fill  the  positions  for 
the  present  by  assignment  and  abstain  from  increasing  rank  perma- 
nently, as  proposed  by  the  act. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary.  - 

JUNB  25,  1864. 

Adjutant-General  for  future  reference,  Ac. 

J.  D. 


June  28, 1864. 

File  for  future  reference  and  keeping  the  subject  in  mind,  with  the 
understanding  that  no  action  will  t«  taken  on  the  general  staff  bill  of 
June  14. 1864,  without  special  instructions. 

S.  C. 

NOVBMBER  15,  1864. 

This  copy  of  original  paper  on  file  in  this  office  is  respectfully  sab- 
mitted  to  the  Secretory  of  War,  in  connection  with  communication  of 
this  date  in  relation  to  the  general  staff  act  of  June  14, 1864. 

S.  COOPER, 
Ad^utavi  amd  Injector  GhnercH. 


Speoiai.  Ordbrs,  )        AnJT.  asd  Inbp.  Gbnbral's  Office, 

No.  276.        [  Richrrumd,  November  21,  1864. 

•  ****•• 

y.  The  seven  Louisiana  companies  now  serving  in  the  organization 
known  as  Powers'  Regiment  of  Cavalry  are  hereby  organ^d  into  a 
battalion,  to  be  known  as  the  Eighteenth  Louisiiuia  Battalion  Cavalry. 

YI.  The  three  Mississippi  companies  now  serving  in  the  oiganiza- 
tion  known  as  Powers'  Regiment  of  Cavalry  are  hereby  organized  into 
a  battalion,  to  be  known  as  the  Twenty-third  Mississippi  Battalion 
Cavalry. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Ai^jutant-OeneraL 


Hbadquabtkbs  Army  of  Northern  Viroinia, 

Peterslnargt  November  21^  1864, 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  F.  Giua&R, 

Chief  of  Engineer  Bv/reau: 
GEMERAii:  Tour  letter  of  the  19th  instant  with  regard  to  the  organi- 
zation of  the  negro  laborers  to  be  attached  to  the  armies  of  the  Con- 
federacy  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  17th  of  February,  1864,  has 
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been  received.  Upon  the  examination  of  yonr  plan  in  all  its  details 
I  think  that  it  is  perhaps  the  best  which  can  be  adopted.  I  do  not 
know  that  three  overseers  will  be  necessary  in  addition  to  one  mana- 
ger for  each  ' '  gang  "  of  100  men.  Wonld  not  two  be  enough  ?  When 
the  negroes  arrive  in  the  army  and  are  temporarily  attached,  as  rec- 
ommended, to  the  working  parties  already  oi^anized,  I  think  tiiey 
should  be  organized  into  a  gang  as  soon  as  they  reach  100  in  number, 
instead  of  waiting  until  800  are  collected,  as  is  suggested.  Too  much 
care  cannot  be  taken  in  the  selection  of  the  directors,  superintend- 
ents, and  managers.  They  should  be  men  of  probity,  ene^y,  and 
intelligence.  Every  precaution  should  be  taken  to  insure  proper  and 
kind  treatment  of  the  negroes  and  to  render  them  contented  in  the 
service.  The  code  of  punishments  should  be  distinctly  defined,  and 
the  graver  punishments  should  not  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  mana- 
gers and  overseers  without  due  reference  to  the  directors  and  superin- 
tendents. There  should  be  a  system  of  rewards,  too,  for  good  conduct 
and  industry,  these  rewavds  to  be  paid  to  the  meritorious  over  and 
above  the  hire  paid  to  their  masters.  Most  of  the  negroes  are  accus- 
tomed to  something  of  this  sort  on  the  plantations.  Foremen  could 
be  selected  from  among  those  who  exhibit  the  best  qualifications  and 
ehsatyeb&ry  who  would  correspond  to  non-commissioned  officers  in  our 
military  organizations.  These  wonld  aid  materially  in  promoting  the 
efficien<^  of  the  organization  and  might  leoeiye  extra  wages  as  a 
reward  and  encouragement. 

I  hope  steps  will  be  token  to  put  the  act  into  execution  at  once. 
We  are  in  great  need. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Respectfully  submitted  to  Honorable  Secretary  of  War,  asking 
attention  to  the  modifications  in  the  organization  of  labor  as  suggested 
by  General  Lee. 

As  tiie  number  of  overaeers  to  100  negroes  can  be  more  easily 
increased  than  diminished  should  the  service  require  a  chuige,  I 
wonld  advise  two  overseers  instead  of  three,  in  addition  to  the 
manager. 

Attention  is  asked  to  the  sn^estion  of  General  Lee  that  the  negroes 
be  organized  as  soon  as  100  are  received,  instead  of  waiting  until  800 
are  collected.  I  concur  fully  in  his  views  that  great  care  should  be 
taken  in  the  selection  of  directors,  superintendents,  and  managers,  and 
that  kind  treatment  should  be  secured  to  the  negroes ;  that  a  code  of 
punishment  should  be  distinctly  defined,  and  that  the  severer  pun- 
ishments should  not  be  left  in  the  hands  of  managers  and  overseers, 
without  any  reference  to  the  directors  and  superintendents;  that 
there  should  be  a  system  of  rewards  for  good  conduct  and  indnslay, 
and  that  foremen  should  be  selected  from  among  liie  negroes  who 
exhibit  the  best  qualifications  and  character,  who  would  correspond 
to  non-commissioned  officers.  Extra  pay  should  be  allowed  to  such 
foremen  as  a  reward  and  encouragement. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War 
that  he  urge  upon  the  chief  of  Bureau  of  Conscription  the  impor- 
tance of  carrying  forward  as  rapidly  as  x>088ible  the  impressment  of 


R.  E.  L£E, 


Qeneral. 


[Vint  IndoiMBMnt.] 


Enginbeb  Bubeav, 
November  !8Sy  186 
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the  20,000  slaves  authorized  by  law  and  heretofore  ordered  to  be 
impressed;  that  the  same  be  sent  in  convenient  gangs  under  proper 
guards  to  the  armies  in  the  field,  to  be  attached  temporarily  to  the 
engineer  troops  serving  with  the  same,  and  to  the  harbors  of  Wil- 
mington, Charleston,  Savannah,  and  Mobile,  to  be  employed  on  the 
coast  defenses,  strict  care  being  taken  as  to  preserving  accurate 
records,  as  suggested  in  my  letter  to  General  Lee. 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Major-OeTieral  and  Chief  Engineer  of  Bv/reau. 

[Seoond  Indonement.] 

November  26, 1864. 

Adjutant-General  : 

General  Gilmer's  indorsement  is  approved.  Have  order  in  conform- 
ity with  the  arrangement  proposed  prepared  and  submitted.  General 
Gilmer  will  aid  Colonel  Clay  in  its  preparation  if  desired. 

J.  A.  S., 
Seerdary. 


Richmond,  Ya.,  November  Bl^  2864. 

Yice-President  Stephens, 

CrawforaviUe^  Oa.: 

Sir:  In  the  Augusta  Constitutionalist,  communicated  by  yourself,  I 
find  published  a  letter  addressed  by  you  to  Hon.  Thomas  J.  Senunes, 
C.  S.  Senate,  in  which  is  contained  the  following  passage: 

I  know  there  are  many  persons  amonj^t  ns,  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to 
high  consideration,  who  do  not  agree  with  me  on  the  question  of  McCIellan's 
election.  They  prefer  Lincoln  to  McClellan.  Perhaps  the  President  belongs  to 
that  class.   Judging  from  his  acts,  I  shonld  think  that  he  did. 

Your  public  station  gives  importance  to  the  statement,  and  the 
possible  effect  upon  those  Northern  men  who  desire  to  terminate  the 
war,  and  who  supported  the  election  of  McClellan,  is  too  obvious  to 
require  comment.  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to  imagine  the  basis  for  your 
conclusion,  and  have  therefore  to  ask  to  what  acts  of  mine  you  refer. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  277.       f  Bichnumd,  November  22^  1864. 

n.  Company  D,  Thirty-fifth  Battalion  Vii^nia  Cavaliy,  is  hweby 
disbanded.  The  members  of  this  oomxMmy  are  permitted  to  join  such 
other  companies  of  the  battalion  as  they  may  select;  but  failing  to 
make  such  selection,  they  will  be  promptly  distributed  among  the  otiier 
companies  of  the  battalion  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding. 

III.  The  First  Battalion  North  Carolina  Reserves,  with  the  unat- 
tached, company  commanded  by  Capt.  W.  R.  Williams,  which  is  hereby' 
added  thereto,  will  constitute  the  Second  Regiment  North  Carolina 
Reserves. 

IV.  The  ten  companies  comprising  the  Fourth,  Seventh,  and  Eiglith 
Battalions  of  North  Carolina  Reserves,  as  organized  under  the  orders 
of  Lientenant-Greneral  Holmes,  will  constitute  the  Third  Regiment 
North  Carolina  Reserves. 
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V.  The  oi^aQization  of  the  Eighth  Battalion  of  North  Carolina 
Reserves  (Millard's),  consisting  of  three  companies,  is  hereby  recog- 
nized and  made  the  action  of  the  War  Department.    It  will  hereafter 
be  designated  as  the  First  Battalion  North  Carolina  Reserves. 
•  •««•** 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant'OenercU. 


[November  33,  1864. — For  Maury  to  Watts  and  Clark,  calling  for 
State  troops  from  Alabama  and  Mississippi  to  defend  Mobile,  &c.,  see 
Series  I,  Voi  XLV,  Part  I,  p.  1241.] 


[November  23,  1864.— For  Davis  to  Bragg,  in  regard  to  tlie  bus 
pension  of  the  law  restricting  reserve  troops  to  «ervioe  within  thuii 
State,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLII,  Part  III,  p.  1226.] 


Office  Commissioner  of  Taxes, 

Eichmondf  November  23,  1864. 

Hon.  G.  A.  Trbnholh, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury: 

Sir:  The  accompanying  letter  from  Hon.  L.  J.  Dupr6  has  been 
referred  to  this  office  by  you  for  consideration  and  remarks.*  It  is 
hardly  expected  that  I  should  travel  out  of  the  legitimate  sphere  of 
my  duties  to  discuss  that  portion  of  the  letter  referring  to  matters 
under  another  and  independent  department  of  the  Government,  and 
I  shall,  therefore,  confine  my  remarks  strictly  to  the  subject  of  tax- 
ation. The  complaints  of  Mr.  Duprd  in  discussing  this  question  are 
of  a  twofold  character,  embracing  the  alleged  inadequacy  of  the  laws 
in  force  for  the  relief  of  his  constituents  and  the  manner  of  th^ir 
execution  by  the  local  tax  officers.  The  only  power  to  correct  the 
first  is  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States,  of  which  he  is  himself 
a  member.  I  shall,  therefore,  confine  my  remarks  to  the  subject  of 
the  execution  of  those  laws  (and  their  proper  interpretation)  which 
have  been  enacted  for  the  benefit  of  taxpayers  situated  as  those 
whom  he  represents  are.  I  venture  to  assert  that  there  are  many 
districts  in  other  States  of  the  Confederacy  that  have  suffered  as  much 
as  those  to  which  he  refers.  These  would  be  alike  entitled  to  all  the 
benefits  and  inununities  secured  to  them  by  the  acts  of  Congress. 
Memorials  have  been  received  from  various  districts  in  Mississippi, 
Niorth  Carolina,  and  Virginia,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes  on  account  of  the  ravages  of  the  enemy.  There  seems 
to  be  an  erroneous  opinion  entertained  upon  this  subject,  which  I  have 
on  various  occasions  endeavored  to  correct.  Those  who  have 
property  by  the  enemy,  in  many  cases,  seem  to  think  that  for  that 
reason  the  law  intends  they  shall  be  relieved  from  taxation  upon  what 
they  have  left,  and  here  is  the  error. 

The  act  to  lay  additional  taxes,"  <fcc.,  approved  17th  of  February, 
1864,  imiMJses  a  tax  of  6  per  cent,  upon  all  property,  real,  personal, 

*  Dnprd^  letter  not  f  omuL 
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and  mixed,  of  every  kind  and  description  and  not  exempted  or  tfuced 
at  a  different  rate.  This  is  an  ad  valorem  tax  on  property  and  not 
a  personal  tax  on  ttie  owner,  and  when  Congress  inserted  the  pro- 
vision for  the  relief  of  those  whose  property  had  been  injured  or 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  it  was  not  the  intention  to  remit  the  tax  on 
that  which  remains.  The  language  of  the  law  is  that  the  assessment 
on  property  injured  or  destroyed  maybe  reduced  in  proportion  to  the 
damage  sustained;  that  is,  if  a  tax-payer  on  the  17th  of  February 
owned  twenty  slaves  worth  $10,000  and  a  tract  of  land  worth  ♦10,000, 
and  since  that  time  the  enemy  have  stolen  ten  of  his  slaves  and 
damaged  his  plantation  $5,000,  only  the  remaining  ten  slaves  shall  be 
assessed  at  $5,000  and  the  value  of  the  land  shall  be  reduced  to  the 
extent  of  the  damage^  which  will  reduce  the  assessment  to  $5,000. 
This  seems  to  be  the  true  intent  of  the  law. 

But  Mr.  Dupr6  complains  that  the  assessors  in  the  section  referred  to 
make  no  discrimination  in  the  value  of  slaves  there  and  in  the  more 
favored  portions  of  the  State.  The  law  does  not  authorize  any  dia- 
tinction.  A  slave  has,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  an  intrinsic  value  whether 
productive  of  profit'  or  expense  to  the  owner;  but  under  the  act  of 
Congress  the  assessor  has  no  power  to  deviate  from  the  basis  thereby 
established.  The  law  says  slaves  (unless  purchased  since  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1862)  shall  be  assessed  upon  the  basis  of  1860.  This  applies  as 
well  to  the  invaded  districts  as  to  the  others,  nnless  there  is  some 
special  law  authorizing  a  reduction  in  such  cases. 

It  has  been  contended,  and  this  seems  to  be  the  import  of  Mr. 
Dnpr^'s  observations  on  tiiis  point,  that  under  paragraph  lY,  act  of 
17th  of  February,  where  a  tax-payer  has  been  deprived  of  the  "use" 
of  his  slave  by  reason  of  the  presence  or  proximity  of  the  enemy, 
though  still  in  his  possession  and  under  his  control,  his  value  is  to  be 
assessed  according  to  his  present  use  or  state  of  unprofitableness 
instead  of  the  rate  of  his  market  value  in  1860. 

Such,  I  think,  was  not  the  intention  of  Congress,  nor  is  the  language 
of  the  act  susceptible  of  such  construction.  There  is  very  little  doubt 
that  the  word  "property,"  in  its  legal  signification,  is  technically 
more  applicable  to  i>er8onalty  than  to  realty.  The  best  and  most 
exact  law  writers  speak  of  "real  estate"  and  "personal  proper^.** 
it  may  be  admitted  that  the  word  "property"  in  the  paragraph  re- 
ferred to  may  have  been  intended  to  cover  both  realty  and  personalty, 
yet  the  context  shows  that  the  main  idea  in  the  minds  of  the  legisla' 
tors  seems  to  have  reference  to  real  estate  only.  Hence  the  use  of  the 
words  "injured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  or  the  owner  deprived  of 
the  use  or  occupancy  thereof  or  the  means  of  cultivating  the  same," 
Ac.  I  think  nothing  can  be  clearer  than  that  Congress  never  in- 
tended to  tax  any  property  that  was  in  the  occupancy  or  possession 
of  the  enemy;  therefore  the  word  "destroyed"  has  been  construed  to 
embrace  slaves  and  other  personalty  taken  and  carried  away  by  the 
enemy.  But  it  doubtless  occurred  to  Congress  that  certain  lands,  by 
reason  of  the  "  presence  or  proximity  of  the  enemy,"  could  not  be 
safely  "occupied"  or  "cultivated,"  and  as  the  "lands"  could  not  be 
removed  and  might  be  seriously  '  *  injured  "  and  the  fences  and  houses 
thereon  "destroyed,"  it  became  necessary  to  make  a  provision  in  their 
favor.  Bnt  as  to  slaves  there  is  no  sudfi  reason.  They  may  be  re- 
moved, and  their  intrinsic  value  will  be  as  great  after  such  removal 
as  that  of  the  slaves  of  persons  securely  remote  from  immediate  dan- 
e&t.  -The  owner  would  still  have  the  "use  "  of  such  slaves  absolutely. 
They  may  not  be  as  profitable  to  him,  but  ^  act  never  intended  to 
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measure  the  value  of  the  slavM  in  the  actual  possession  of  their  own- 
ers by  their  profitableness  or  unprofitableness  to  them  in  1864.  The 
rale  prescribed  is  exactly  the  reverse,  to  wit,  'Hhe  market  value  in 
1860/'  and  not  their  available  profit  in  1864.  It  will  not  do  for  the 
owner  to  keep  his  slaves  or  other  personal  property  in  near  proximity 
to  the  enemy  and  claim  on  that  account  that  the  assessment  on  such 
property  should  be  reduced  from  the  standard  value  of  1860,  when 
the  present  value  is  so  much  enhanced,  when  the  owner  still  has  the 
"use"  of  them,  and  when  in  somd  instances  the  very  risk  is  incurred 
for  the  reason  that  such  slaves  or  other  i>ersonalty  are  more  profit- 
able to  him  in  such  exjKised  locality  than  they  have  ever  been  at 
any  time.  It  is  the  duty  of  assessors  under  the  law  to  ascertain  and 
determine  what  similar  slaves  to  those  to  be  valued  were  worth  in 
1860,  and  when  they  have  so  ascertained  that  must  be  the  standard 
of  valuation. 

They  have  no  authority  to  deviate  from  it  as  to  the  means  of  arriv- 
ing at  the  facto  by  which  they  are  to  be  governed;  it  is  for  them 
to  adopt  the  best  that  they  can  under  the  circumstances.  By  way  of 
establishing  uniformity  and  securing  equality  among  all  the  property 
holders  in  any  particular  State,  State  collectors  were  advised  to  ascer- 
tain from  the  best  information  that  could  be  had  the  average  value 
of  slaves  between  certain  ages  in  1860,  and  to  adopt  a  schedule  of 
prices  to  correspond  therewith,  to  be  varied  according  to  circum- 
stances, which  should  be  a  guide  for  assessors  throughout  the  State. 
This,  as  is  shown  by  experience,  is  the  fairest,  most  equitable,  and 
most  satisfactory  mode  of  assessment.  Yet  this  schedule  was  not 
mandatory,  but  merely  advisory.  It  was  thought  that  inasmuch  as 
the  district  collector  has  expreaa  power  under  the  assessment  act  to 
supervise  and  conect  tiie  assessments  of  his  assessors,  it  was  no  stretch 
of  power  for  the  State  (K>llector,  tJirongh  him,  to  propose  a  sched- 
ule of  values  in  advance  for  the  guidance  of  the  assessors,  which  they 
themselves  might  from  time  to  time  prove  to  be  correct  by  reference  to 
the  same  sources  of  information  resorted  to  by  the  State  collector,  to 
■wit,  tax  returns  and  other  public  records.  Under  this  rule  the  values 
of  slaves  in  1860  were  ascertained  and  a  schedule  of  those  values  fur- 
nished to  the  assessors,  which  has  universally,  I  believe,  been  adopted 
"by  them  in  all  parts  of  the  same  State.  If  any  assessor  were  to  dis- 
regard this  schedule  and  assess  slaves  at  a  lower  rate,  it  would  not 
only  be  the  right  but  the  duty  of  the  collector,  if  he  was  convinced 
that  the  schedule  was  the  proper  standard,  to  notify  the  tax-payer 
and  proceed  to  raise  the  assessments  to  the  proper  standard.  The 
mode  adopted  avoids  all  this  trouble  and  secures  uniformity  of  valua- 
tion throughout  the  State. 

Under  existing  laws,  therefore,  it  is  the  dnty  of  the  State  collector 
of  Louisiana  and  every  other  State  to  enforce  the  laws  in  every  dis- 
trict where  it  is  practicable  to  do  so,  including  those  districts  which 
have  been  invaded  and  those  which  have  not,  and  it  is  equally  the 
duty  of  local  officers,  assessors,  and  collectors  to  execute  the  laws 
according  to  the  instructions  prescribed  by  competent  authority  under 
those  laws.  In  doing  so  they  should  duly  observe  and  respect  the 
rights  of  tax-payers  under  the  law,  and  should  not  execute  their 
duties  harshly  or  offensively,  but  firmly.  So  far  as  the  collection  of 
a  money  tax  is  concerned  these  officers  have  nothing  to  do  with  proi>- 
erty  taken  by  impressment,  whether  paid  for  or  not.  They  have  no 
authority  to  settle  claims  or  to  allow  them  as  an  offset  against  taxes. 
It  is  their  simple  dnty  to  ascertain  what  sum  each  person  owes  as 
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taxes  and  then  to  collect  it  and  pay  it  over  to  the  State  collector  as 
prescribed  by  law.  This  applies  to  all  districts  alike,  where  it  is 
practicable  to  execute  the  law. 

Mr.  Dnpr^  desires  yon  to  suggest  a  plan  for  the  relief  of  his  con- 
stituents by  Gonffress.  It  would  be  difBcnIt  for  me  to  surest  a  plan 
that  would  n^eet  nis  wishes  unless  it  were  to  pass  an  act  exempting 
the  whole  district  (where  it  had  been  so  invaded)  from  the  payment 
of  taxes.  But  this  woiild  not  be  just,  because  there  are  persons  in 
most  of  these  districts  who  have  really  never  been  injured  or  dam- 
aged, but  who  have  praspered  and  made  large  sums  of  money.  Then 
it  would  be  difficult  to  say  what  districts  should  be  so  exempted  and 
what  extent  of  damage  should  entitle  them  to  it. 
.  Another  plan  might  be  adopted,  if  Congress  believes  that  a  man 
should  be  exempted  from  taxes  because  he  lost  property  by  the  enemy, 
and  that  is  to  allow  the  tax-payer  to  deduct  his  damages  from  his  tax 
and  not  from  the  assessment. 

I  cannot  conscientiously  recommend  such  a  measure,  however.  I 
think  the  exemption  clauses  of  the  law  are  very  liberal  and  are  suffi- 
cient for  the  relief  of  the  i>oorer  classes,  and  that  when  a  tax-payer 
does  not  fall  within  either  of  those  classes  he  should  pay  his  due  por- 
tion of  the  public  burdens  upon  the  property  he  has  left.  I  could 
not  suggest  a  more  appropriate  law  than  the  one  now  in  force,  reliev- 
ing the  tax-payer  entirely  from  taxation  upon  property  destroyed  or 
carried  away,  and  providing  for  the  reduction  of  the  value  of  that 
which  has  been  injured  or  damaged  by  the  enemy  to  the  extent  of  the 
damage. 

Thousands  have  suffered  by  the  depredations  of  the  enemy,  and 
they  are  entitled  to  the  sympathies  of  all  good  men;  and  thousands 
more  are  destined  to  suffer,  no  doubt,  from  the  same  cause  if  the  war 
should  continue  long.  In  that  event  localities  now  secure  and  that 
have  never  been  visited  will  be  overrun  and  desolated  by  the  enemy. 
The  time  may  come  when  but  few  localities  will  be  exempt  from  their 
visitations.  Ali-eady  the  fairest  portions  of  Georgia  have  been  over- 
run, and  at  this  time  Sherman's  track  of  desolation  is  being  extended 
toward  the  sea-board.  In  time  it  may  be  that  there  will  be  dbmpara- 
tively  few  men  of  property  who  have  not  been  dama^^ed,  and  a  meas- 
ure allowing  a  deduction  from  their  taxes  of  all  who  have  been  so 
damaged  to  the  extent  of  the  damage  would  reduce  the  revenue  from 
taxation  to  a  pitiful  sum. 

I  think  that  while  taxes  are  laid  as  a  means  of  supporting  the  Glov- 
erament  that  all  should  be  required  to  pay  their  proportion,  according 
to  the  property  they  possess.  If  a  man  owns  fifty  negroes  and  has 
lost  twenty-five  of  them  by  the  enemy  I  see  no  good  reason  why  he 
should  not  pay  tax  uiK>n  the  remaining  twenty-five.  If  he  has  lost 
his  lands,  stock,  Ae.j  and  has  no  money  to  pay  the  taxes,  he  can  sell 
a  portion  of  the  negroes  t-o  pay  them.  Suclk  a  man  is  unfortunate, 
but  not  so  much  so  as  thousands  of  others  who  have  lost  all  they  had. 

Viewed  as  a  matter  of  public  policy,  I  think  that  the  taxes  should 
be  collected  in  every  district  where  it  is  practicable  from  those 
who  are  liable.  Where  taxes  are  collected  the  people  must  have  cur- 
rency to  pay  them  and  by  that  means  it  circulates.  But  in  some  dis- 
tricts, even  where  a  large  majority  of  the  people  are  loyal  and  true  to 
our  Government  but  so  contiguous  to  the  lines  of  the  enemy  as  to 
render  it  impracticable  to  put  the  law  in  operation,  it  is  found  that 
our  currency  scarcely  circulates  at  i^.  This  I  am  told  is  the  case  in 
some  of  the  northeni  counties  In  this  State,  and  it  certainly  exercises 
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a  dainagiug  influence  upon  our  cause.  Therefore  I  could  not  recom- 
mend a  measure  that  would  exempt  whole  districts  from  the  operation 
of  the  tax  laws,  thereby  stopping  the  circulation  of  our  currency  in 
such  localities  and  holding  out  the  temptation  to  their  citizens  to 
adopt  that  of  the  enemy. 

The  foregoing  are  my  views  frankly  expressed,  but  it  is  the  peculiar 
privilege  and  province  of  Congress  to  adopt  such  measures  in  the 
premises  as  they  may  deem  meet  and  proper. 

Respectitilly  submitted. 

T.  ALLAN, 

Commissioner. 


Harrisonburg,  November  8S,  J86i. 

Hon.  JohnB.  Baldwin: 

Dbiar  Sir:  We  regret  exceedingly  to  trouble  you  so  much  with  our 
county  matters,  but  the  direst  necessity  of  our  people  impels  us  to 
trespass  upon  your  kindness.  You  will  remember  that  Order  77  was 
suspended  in  this  county,  and  the  enrolling  ofiQcer,  with  the  county 
court.,  directed  to  inquire  and  report  the  ravages  of  the  enemy  and 
the  names  of  the  greatest  sufferers  liable  to  military  duty.  This, 
with  great  care  and  accuracy,  was  done,  showing  a  ruin  and  devasta- 
tion appalling  and  unparalleled;  showing  that  with  an  equal  distri- 
bution of  every  article  of  food  for  man  and  beast  that  there  was 
barely  enough  left  in  the  county  to  sustain  life.  Since  that  time  the 
army  agents  and  officers  have  been  foraging,  impressing,  and  hauling 
off  a  portion  of  the  scanty  subsistence  left,  until  our  people  are  almost 
reduced  to  beggary,  especially  the  poorer  clases  (always  the  most 
namerous),  who  relied  upon  the  produce  for  supplies.  The  order  sus- 
pending Order  Ko.  77  has  been  revoked,  and  all  liable  under  that 
order  are  ordered  to  report  here  on  the  29th  instant. 

If  this  order  remain  In  force  no  man  who  has  nqt  lived  in  the  midst  of 
famine,  disease,  and  death  can  foresee  the  consequences  to  our  people. 
The  suspending  order  directed  the  names  of  the  greatest  sufferers  to 
be  given,  as  if  it  intended  relief  to  them;  but  none  comes.  Manji-who 
are  liable  are  without  a  pound  of  meat,  bread,  or  anything  to  live  on, 
to  say  nothing  of  firewood  and  other  outside  necessaries  of  life.  It 
may  be  said  the  brief  space  given  them  was  sufficient.  Not  so ;  the 
scarcity  of  every  article  prevents  even  the  wealthy  from  laying  in  a 
supply  in  a  brief  period.  On  the  contrary,  it  will  require  the  daily 
and  hourly  exertions  of  the  poor  and  those  who  have  been  burnt  out 
to  procure  a  scanty  subsistence  to  sustain  life  during  the  winter.  We. 
are  deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  if  the  call  is  insisted 
upon  it  will  result  in  no  material  advantage  to  the  Government. 
When  the  soldier  now  in  the  Army  learns  that  his  neighbor  on  whom 
his  fAmi^  have  leaned  for  support  during  aU  this  war  is  himself  called 
into  service  and  his  family  (his  wife  and  little  children  at  home)  are 
sure  to  suffer,  he  will  become  uneasy  in  his  place,  and  will  weigh  the 
duty  he  ow^  his  country  and  then  weigh  the  duty  he  owes  his  family, 
and  what  the  promptings  of  nature  would  be  is  not  dii&cult  to  deter^ 
mine. 

We  know  the  Government  needs  men  or  it  would  not  call  them. 
"We  believe  it  is  prompted  by  a  high  sense  of  duty  to  the  country; 
yet  we  feel  sure  if  it  could  see  our  once  fair  county,  then  teeming 
with  its  abundance,  now  almost  *'  a  howling  wilderness,"  it  would  not 
eaU  for  another  man  from  its  borders.   We  have  no  slave  labor,  and 
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this  call  ta^B  our  principal  working  f<n*oe.  What  is  to  become  of  a 
corn  crop?   What  is  to  become  of  any  spring  crop? 

We  believe  it  humanity  to  the  people  and  the  best  interest  of  the 
Government  to  suspend  this  call  indefinitely.  We  believe  that  all 
embraced  in  that  oider  onght  to  be  permitted  to  remain  at  home»  and 
those  who  are  liable  and  have  not  soffered  and  are  able  ought  to  be 
required  to  aid  the  family  of  the  veteran  soldier  now  in  the  field, 
thus  making  him  cheerful  and  happy  in  the  dischaige  of  his  duty. 

We  write  yon  this  with  the  hope  that  yon  may,  through  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  or  other  authority,  take  action  to  suit  our  wants.  If 
that  fMl,  we  snbmit  to  yonr  superior  knowledge  the  propriety  of  Con< 
gresBdonal  action. 
Yours,  troty, 

WM.  McK.  WARTMANN. 
JOHN  T.  HARRIS. 

[First  tDdarMment] 

This  letter  from  the  presiding  justice  of  Rockingham  Cotinty  and 
Hon.  John  T.  Harris,  one  of  the  delegates  in  the  General  Assembly 
from  that  county,  is  respectfully  submitted  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Secretary  of  War.  I  can  add  nothing  to  what  has  so  often  been 
said  by  me  and  reported  by  the  enrolling  officer  as  to  the  dreadful 
condition  of  aflfdrs  in  that  county. 

JOHN  B.  BALDWIN. 

ISeooad  IndonMBeai.] 

Headqvabtbbs  Rbservb  Forces  of  Vibqinia, 

November  25^  I864. 

Respectfully  returned. 

General  Orders,  No.  77,  were  suspended  in  Rockingham  (as  Hon.  Mr. 
Baldwin  will  remember)  to  allow  the  people  of  that  ravaged  county 
to  make  the  best  provision  they  could  for  the  winter,  before  being 
sent  to  the  field,  and  not  with  any  express  or  implied  view  of  exempt- 
ing them  from  service.  I  trust  the  Secretary  of  War  may  authorize 
reUef  to  be  granted  in  extreme  cases,  but  I  have  no  further  authority 
in  the  premises. 

J.  L.  KEMPER, 

Ma^-General. 

[Third  lDdoraem«Dt.] 

NOVBHBEK  29,  1864. 

Bistraotions  have  been  given  the  Conscript  Bureau  which  will  extend 
snch  reUef  as  can  be  afforded  in  individual  cases.  General  exemp- 
tion cannot  be  allowed.   The  exigencies  of  the  service  are  paramount. 

J.  A.  S. 


Ck)lITBDBRATB  STATES  OV  AHBBICA,  WaR  DEPARTMENT, 

Bichmondy  Fo.,  November  JS64. 

Maj.  E.  B.  Brioos, 

Georgia  Militia,  Colv/mbuSy  Oa.: 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  instant  asking  authority  to  raise  a 
regiment  of  colored  troops,  should  Congress  authorize  their  formation, 
has  been  received.  In  reply  you  are  informed  that  it  is  not  probable 
that  any  such  policy  will  be  prescribed  by  Congress,  and  the  Depart- 
ment is  not  prepared  to  consider  snch  applications. 

Respeotfolly, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War 
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[KOVEMBEB  24, 1864. — For  Maury  to  Clark,  requesting  call  of  State 
militia  to  re-enforce  General  Gardner,  see  Seri«3  I,  Vol.  XLV,  Part 
I,  p.  1244.] 


Ck>NFBDBRATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WaR  DEPARTMENT, 

JZicAmoTid,  Fa.,  November  SJ^  IS64. 

General  Gilbert  S.  Mebm, 

Shenandoah  County,  Va.: 

Snt :  The  memorial  of  the  Justices  of  Shenandoah  County,  submitted 
by  you  to  the  President,  has  been  by  him  referred  to  this  Department 
for  appropriate  reply.  Deepest  sympathy  is  felt  for  the  suflEeriiig  which 
has  been. entailed  on  the  people  of  Shenandoah  and  the  adjoining 
counties  by  the  savage  depredations  and  malignant  incendiarism  of 
our  enemies,  and  there  is  not  wanting,  on  the  part  of  the  Department, 
an  earnest  desire  to  afford  to  the  people  of  the  county  all  ^e  allevi- 
ations which  exigencies  of  the  service  will  allow. 

I  have  had  on  this  subject  anxious  conference  with  General  Kemper 
and  General  Lee,  and  am  compelled  reluctantly  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  reserves  from  Shenandoah  and  Page  Counties,  now  serviug  in  front 
of  Richmond,  cannot  be  relieved  and  sent  home  in  this  emergency. 
Neither  can  the  call  for  those  between  eighteen  and  f orty-ilve  years  of 
age  cfmable  of  active  service  be  altogether  dispensed  with. 

All  that  I  see  practicable  at  this  time  is,  that  such  of  the  reserves 
remaining  at  home  in  these  counties,  now  being  collected  by  Brigadier- 
General  Lee,  may  be  allowed  to  remain,  and  that  the  enrolling  of&cers 
engaged  in  assembling  those  between  eighteen  and  forty-live  capa- 
ble of  active  duty  be  instructed  to  exercise  a  more  liberal  discretion 
than  heretofore  in  furloughing  important  mechanics  and  others,  the 
necessity  for  whose  presence  is  plain  for  the  support  of  numerous 
dependents. 

It  is  hoped  the  contingencies  of  the  campaign  may  allow,  at  a  later 
period,  more  liberality  in  furloughing  the  reserves  in  front  of  this  city 
than  the  exigencies  of  service  have  hitherto  permitted.  Should  such 
an  oi^HHrtunity  occur  it  will  be  embraced  with  promptness,  and  the 
reeerves  from  the  counties  desolated  by  the  enemy  will  be  specially 
favored. 

'While  these  indnlgcmces  may  appear  to  the  distressed  community 
of  those  counties  but  inadequate  relief,  they  will,  it  is  hoped,  accept 
them  as  an  earnest  of  the  sympathy  and  interest  of  the  Department, 
and  believe  that  more  is  not  done  only  because  not  compatible  with 
the  general  defense  and  safety. 

Very  respectfully,  .  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Confederate  States  or  Aheiuca, 
War  Dbpabthbnt,  Bureau  of  Conscriptiok, 

Mickmond,  Va.,  November  Si5, 1884. 

Lient.  Col.  George  W.  Lay, 

Inspector- General  of  Conscription: 
Geberal:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  communi- 
cate for  your  information  that  purchasing  agents  or  transportation 
agents  appointed  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  14, 
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1864,  chapter  52,  from  persons  then  over  forty-five  years  of  age  or 
who  are  physically  incapacitated  for  «irvice  in  the  field,  or  who  had 
been  in  the  service  over  twelve  months^  or  who  had  been  at  that  date 
dischai^ing  any  of  the  duties  required  of  snch  agents,  are  not  liable 
to  conscription. 

Should  any  of  these  agents  not  belong  to  the  classes  above  enu- 
merated, they  are  liable  to  conscription,  and  will  be  duly  enrolled  and 
assigned,  anless  specially  detailed  to  perform  the  duties  of  their 

agencies. 

The  Secretary  further  directs  that  this  decision  shall  be  communi- 
cated to  your  enrolling  officers  for  their  future  guidance,  and  to 
secure  the  prompt  assignment  to  the  Army  of  all  those  acting  as 
agents,  who  ai*e  not  appointed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress  or  detailed  by  competent  authority. 
I  am,  general,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
Assistant  Adjuiard-QenercA. 

(Same  to  Generals  of  Reserves.) 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  November  25^  J864. 

Major-General  Withers, 

Commanding  Reserves  in  Alabama: 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  inclosing  your  correspond- 
ence with  His  Excellency  Governor  Watts,  has  been  received.  The 
tone  of  His  Excellency's  letter  is  well  calculated  to  excite  surprise. 

The  conscription  act  of  April  14,  1862,  authorizes  the  President  to 
call  out  and  place  in  the  military  service  of  the  Confederate  States  for 
three  years  all  white  men,  who  are  residents  of  the  Confederate  States, 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  thirty-five  years  at  the  time  the  call 
or  calls  may  be  made  who  are  not  legally  exempted  from  the  military 
service. 

The  act  of  September  27  following  authorized  the  calling  out  of 
the  residents  between  thirty-five  and  forty-five  **at  the  time  the  call 
or  calls  may  be  made**  who  were  not  exempt. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  17th  of  February  last  declfu^  that  all 
white  men  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  fifty  shall  be  in.  the 
military  service  of  the  Confederate  States  for  the  war  from  and  after 
the  passage  of  the  act.  This  last  act  repealed  all  pre-existing  exemp- 
tions, and  enacted  that  the  persons  specified  in  the  act  should  be 
exempt.  Among  the  exemptions  are  such  ofQcers  as  the  Governors  ot 
the  respective  States  may  certify  to  be  necessary  to  the  proper  admin- 
istration of  the  Stat©  government. 

It  is  veiy  clear  that  the  acts  of  Congr^s  determined  that  the  per- 
sons who  were  to  be  placed  in  the  Army  and  those  who  should  b( 
released  from  service  under  each  of  these  acts  were  to  be  ascertained 
by  Uie  facts  existing  at  the  date  of  the  Presidential  calls  or  the  dat€ 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  as  expressed  by  the  terms  of  the  acts  above 
quoted. 

It  so  happened  that  Congress,  in  adopting  the  exemption  act  of 
October,  1862,  repealed  the  exemption  act  which  had  been  adopted  in 
April,  and  which  accompanied  the  conscription  bill  of  that  month. 
An  adherence  to  the  terms  of  the  act  of  April  would  have  placed  men 
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in  service  who  would  have  been  exempted  if  the  consequence  had 
been  foreseen.  The  Department,  therefore,  allowed  the  class  men- 
tioned in  the  act  of  April,  and  who  were  embraced  in  the  call  of  that 
month,  the  benefit  of  the  exemption  of  the  October  act  when  they  had 
not  been  enrolled.  This  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
act,  bat  was  an  indulgent  construction,  to  meet  an  inconvenience  pro- 
duced by  the  legislation. 

The  act  of  Febmary  last  contains  no  ambignity,  and  does  not 
require  any  departure  from  its  language  to  fulfill  the  intention  of 
Congress  or  to  prevent  hardships.  Congress  divided  the  population 
at  the  date  of  it»  enactment  into  the  two  classes,  of  conscripts  and 
exempts. 

To  entitle  an  of&cer  to  exemption  he  must  have  been  an  officer  at 
that  date.  The  Governor  was  authorized  to  decide,  when  the  call  for 
service  was  made,  whether  he  was  necessary  for  a  proper  administra- 
tion of  the  State  government.  I  cannot  understand  the  argument 
that  is  opposed  to  the  view  herein  presented. 

Congress,  under  its  unquestionable  power,  appropriates  the  services 
of  the  men  who  are  of  the  proper  age  for  the  public  defense.  At  the 
date  of  this  act  there  has  been  no  appropriation  of  that  service  by  any 
other  authority.  The  men  are  in  the  militia,  and  might  be  called  out 
by  the  President  to  perform  militia  duty  under  previous  acts  of  Con- 
gress to  repel  the  invader  of  the  country;  but  Congress,  having  the 
power  to  raise  armies  in  a  period  of  great  public  danger,  when  the 
enemy  is  upon  the  soil  of  every  State,  and  occupies  an'important  por- 
tion of  the  Confederacy,  deems  that  his  services  are  requisite  for  the 
war,  and  so  enacts.  How  can  this  man  be  taken  from  the  service 
except  by  an  act  of  Congress?  The  act  of  Congress  is  admitted  to  be 
in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 
All'n^n  are  required  to  render  to  it  obedience,  and  the  judges  of  the 
Stat>e'  are  bound  by  it,  anything  in  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

If  the  Grovemor  of  Alabama  suppo»to  that  the  act  of  Congress  con- 
tains an  exemption  in  favor  of  officers  who  have  been  ele^ied  since 
the  date  of  the  act,  and  who  have  obtained  a  certificate  from  him 
that  they  are  necessary  for  a  public  administration  of  the  State 
government,  the  Department  differs  from  him;  but  this  difference 
scarcely  entitles  him  to  take  up  arms,  or  to  menace  with  resistance  by 
force  the  administration  of  the  Department.  The  question  is  a  judi- 
cial one,  and  the  courts  are  open  to  the  party  aggrieved  to  assert  his 
right  to  an  exemption.  The  question  is  not  one  of  a  political  character, 
involving  any  necessity  for  a  discussion  between  the  executives  of 
the  Confederate  and  State  governments,  but  of  private  right,  between 
the  individual  claiming  to  be  exempt  from  service  and  the  officer  who 
asserts  his  liability  to  the  service.  If  the  claim  be  that  independently 
of  any  act  of  Congress  the  officer  is  exempt;  that  the  claim  of  the 
State  for  civil  service  is  paramount  under  the  prior  claim  of  the  Con- 
federate States  for  military  service,  and  its  assertion  of  that  claim 
by  appointing,  still  the  question  may  be  disposed  of  by  the  judicial 
tribunals.  The  Department  approves  of  the  course  you  have  adopted 
and  of  the  tone  and  matter  of  your  correspondence. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

SecreAary  of  War, 
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[November  26,  1864, — For  order  of  Governor  Btowu  establishing 
camps  of  organization  for  Greorgia  militia,  see  Series  I,  VoL  LIl( 
p.  378.] 


RiCHHONB,  November  S6,  1864. 
The  Senate  op  the  Conpedkbate  States: 

In  response  to  your  resolution  of  the  17th  instant  I  herewith  trans- 
mit for  your  information  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  relative  to  the  number  of  persons  in  *'  each  State  exempted  from 
military  service,  upon  the  certificate  of  the  Governors,  respectively, 
that  they  are  officers  necessary  for  the  proper  administration  of  the 
government  of  said  States." 

JEFF»N  DAVIS. 

'  [Inolorara.] 

War  Department, 
Bichnumdt  November  24,  1864. 
The  President  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  following  resolutions  of  the  Senate 
referred  by  Your  Excellency  to  this  Department : 

Sesolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Gonfedorate  States  be  requested  to  com- 
municate to  the  Senate  the  number  of  persons  in  each  State  exempted  from  mil- 
ita^  service  upon  the  certificate  of  the  Gtovemors,  respectively,  that  they  are 
offlcws  necessary  for  the  proper  administration  of  the  government  of  said  States. 

In  response  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  from 
the  superintendent  of  conscription  containing  the  infoimation  called 
for  by  the  Senate. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES- A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

tBoMnolonmh] 

Bureau  of  Conscription,  War  DEPARTifENT, 

Bichmondy  Fa.,  Noveiriber  1864, 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  inclosed  paper  referred  to  this 
Bureau,  and  in  pursuance  of  your  indorsement  to  report  thereon 
that  you  will  find  the  response  thereto  contained  in  the  paper  inclosed, 
marked  A.  I  use  the  opportunity  to  remark  that  the  Governors  of 
several  States,  in  giving  certificates  of  exemptions,  under  the  act 
of  the  17Ul  of  February,  1864,  do  not  confine  their  certificates  to 
officers  as  that  term  seems  to  be  used  in  the  law,  but  ^ternd  them  to 
all  persons  in  the  service  of  the  State,  or  in  any  mode  employed  by 
State  authority,  and  that  authority  is  interposed  to  prevent  the  con- 
scription officers  from  enrolling  and  assigning  such  persons  to  Con- 
federate service.  In  the  past  year  I  have  frequently  invited  your 
attention  to  the  cases  arising  under  this  action.  In  my  returns  I  of 
course  report  all  such  cases  of  certificates  as  for  officers,  that  being 
the  term  used  in  the  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  and  8t/^perintendenL 


Digitized  by 


CONFKDEEATE  AUTHOBITIES.  851 


A. 

List  of  the  number  of  State  officers  exempted  in  each  State  on  the  certifl<xUe  of  the 
Cfovemors  of  the  reapeeUve  Statee. 

ViTBinift   1,423 

North  Carolina   14,675 

Soath  Carolina     233 

Geoi^a  -   1,012 

Alabama   1,238 

MiaoBBippi   110 

East  Tennessee     89 

ESast  Xjoaiaiaiia   20 

Florida    109 


Total...  18,848 


Hbadquabtbbs  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Bichmond,  Va.y  N<ymmher  $0y  I864. 

I  certify  that  the  above  list  is  a  trne  extract  from  the  official  returns 
furnished  me  by  the  generals  of  reserves  in  the  respective  States,  as 
contained  in  the  consolidated  reports  of  the  commandants  of  conscripts. 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier- General  arid  SitperinienderU, 


CONFEDBBATB  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WAR  DBPARTHBNT, 

Bichnumdy  Fa.,  November  «S;  I864, 
The  Prbjsident  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Sir:  The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  requesting  the 
President  to  inform  the  House  by  what  authority  of  law  the  War 
Department  is  now  conducting  an  impressment  of  slaves  in  Virginia, 
without  regard  to  the  State  law  on  that  subject,  which  has  been 
referred  by  you  to  this  Department,  has  been  received. 

On  the  17th  of  September  last  General  Lee,  commanding  the  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia,  made  known  to  this  Department  '*  that  there 
was  an  immediate  necessity  for  the  services  of  5,000  negroes  for 
thirty  days;"  that  the  necessity  was  sufficiently  urgent  to  justify 
caUing  for  Uiis  labor  at  once;  that  he  could  not  consistently  with 
the  exigencies  of  the  service  detail  officers  and  soldiers  from  the 
army  for  this  duty,  and  said  "that  if  the  agents  of  the  Bureau  of 
Conscription  can  be  employed  for  this  purpose  I  am  prepared  to  give 
them  such  authority  as  I  consistently  may.  They  can  consult  with 
the  local  authorities  and  arrange  for  the  impressment  in  such  manner 
as  to  be  least  injurious  to  the  public  service.  I  inclose  a  tabular 
statement  of  the  quota  and  the  counties  from  which  It  is  proposed  *o 
draw  the  negroes." 

The  existence  of  an  urgent  necessity  for  an  immediate  supply  of 
the  labor  required  was  unquestionable.  In  conformity  to  the  request 
of  the  commanding  general  the  agency  of  the  officers  of  conscription 
was  directed  for  the  impressment  according  to  the  schedule  f um^hed 
by  him,  with  orders  to  confine  the  impressment  to  slaves  between 
e^fateen  and  fifty  years  of  age,  and  that  not  more  than  one  slave  out 
of  every  five  on  any  farm  should  be  taken,  and  where  there  were  only 
three  slaves  of  the  ages  required  those  should  be  exempt. 

The  question  whether  a  commanding  general,  in  the  absence  of  any 
law  upon  the  subject,  under  the  pressure  of  an  immediate  and 
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urgent  necessity,  be  aniAorized  to  impress  slaves  for  serrioe  with  his 
army  has  been  much  debated  in  this  country,  and  a  diversity  of 
opinion  has  been  expressed  upon  it.  In  a  discussion  in  Congress  of  a 
claim  for  compenaation  for  the  loss  of  a  slave  so  impressed  for  the 
defense  of  a  city  in  a  state  of  siege,  Judge  P,  P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia, 
said: 

The  dave,  as  an  Item  of  property,  is  not  a  member  of  the  body  politic ;  he 
owes  no  service  on  his  own  account  to  the  QoTemment.  The  Gtovemment  knows 
him  only  as  the  property  of  hia  master,  and  It  can  get  at  him  only  in  two  ways— 
the  one  is  by  the  ordinary  process  of  taxation,  and  the  other  is  m  the  extraordi- 
nary exertion  of  power  under  a  pressing  public  emergency.  •  •  •  H  the 
oflBcer  wantonly  or  unnecessarily  invade  the  property  of  the  citizen,  he  is  a 
tresspasser.  Bat,  then ,  this  most  be  shown,  and  m  the  present  case  not  so  modi  as 
a  doubt  has  been  snggeBted  of  the  existence  of  snch  a  case  of  necessity.  li  the 
necessity  exists,  then  that  case  has  arisen  in  which  the  GOTermnent  may  take  the 
private  property  for  the  public  nse. 

The  power  of  a  general  in  the  field  to  impress  private  property  for 
the  public  use  in  a  case  of  an  immediate  necessity  has,  since  the  dis- 
cussion referred  to,  been  judicially  determined  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  to  be  legitimate. 

The  fifth  section  of  the  impressment  act  of  the  16th  of  February 
last,  amendatory  of  the  laws  regulating  impressments,  seems  to  recog- 
nize this  power  as  belonging  to  the  commanding  general,  for  it  pro- 
hibits the  impressment  of  a  very  large  class  of  slaves  "except  in 
case  of  urgent  necessity,  and  upon  the  order  of  the  general  com- 
manaing  the  department"  in  which  the  class  referred  to  may  be 
employed.  It  was  to  this  class  of  slaves  that  General  Lee  had  ref- 
erence in  his  letter  when  he  speaks  of  communicating  the  authority 
that  resides  in  him.  This  Department,  in  ordering  the  impressments 
under  the  circumstances  before  mentioned,  in  conformity  to  the 
request  of  the  commanding  general  and  according  to  his  plan,  had 
some  reference  to  the  powers  that  belonged  to  him  under  the  condi- 
tions that  have  been  disclosed. 

It  also  made  reference  to  the  powers  with  which  it  was  clothed  by 
the  acts  of  Congress.  The  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  26th  of  March,  1863,  authorized  the  Secretary  of  War  to  take 
private  property  for  the  public  use  whenever  he  shall  deem  it  neces- 
sary by  reason  of  the  impracticability  of  procuring  the  same  by 
contract,  so  as  to  accumulate  supplies  for  the  Army,  or  for  the  good 
of  the  service,  in  any  locality,  by  general  order,  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  subordinate  officers. 

The  ninth  section  of  the  same  act  directed  that  when  slaves  are 
impressed  by  the  Confederate  Gk)Temmentto  labor  on  fortifications  or 
other  public  works  the  impr^ment  should  be  made  according  to  the 
rules  and  r^ulations  provided  in  the  laws  of  the  State  where  they  are 
impressed;  and  in  the  absence  of  such  law,  in  accordance  with  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  from  time  to  time 
prescribe,  not  inconsistent  with  the  terms  of  the  act.  This  act  ol 
Congress  does  not  require  the  Department  to  employ  the  agency  ol 
State  officers  to  secure  the  labor  of  slaves.  The  power  to  make  the 
impressment  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  above  quoted  gives  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  the  po\ver  to  impress  any  property  liable  to  impress- 
ment through  the  agency  of  officers  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  in 
the  ninth  section  of  the  act  the  terms  used  are,  "that  when  slaves  are 
impressed  by  the  Confederate  Government,  •  •  *  the  impress- 
ment shall  be  made  by  said  Government"  in  accordance  with  snoh 
rules  and  regulations  as  have  been  provided  in  the  laws  of  the  State 
wherein  they  are  impressed,  if  thei'c  lie  such  lam. 
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In  an  act  passed  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  3d  of  October,  1862,  the 
Governor  of  the  State  was  authorized  and  required  to  call  into  the 
Confederate  States  service  slaves  for  labor  on  fortifications  and  pub- 
lic works.  The  act  provided  for  the  equalizing  of  the  burden  as  nearly 
as  may  be  among  the  several  counties,  cities,  and  towns  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, for  the  hire  to  be  paid,  the  obligations  to  be  incurred  by 
the  Confederate  Government,  and  for  the  manner  of  the  collection 
and  delivery  of  the  slaves.  This  act  is  not  an  act  for  the  impressment 
of  slaves,  but  a  mode  of  drafting  them  for  the  public  service.  The 
execution  of  the  act  was  dependent  in  a  great  measure  upon  the  action 
of  the  county  court,  and  experience  has  fully  shown  that  its  operation 
is  dilatory,  and  that  it  is  not  suitable  for  an  immediate  and  urgent 
necessil^,  such  as  existed  iu  this  case. 

The  on^  provision  in  this  act  that  authorizes  the  impressment  of 
slaves  is  conditional  upon  the  event  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the 
county  or  corporation  court  to  perform  the  duty  imposed  upon  them. 
In  that  event  the  Governor  is  authorized,  with  the  aid  of  certoin  speci- 
fied offloers  of  the  county,  to  make  an  impressment  of  the  slaves 
demanded  from  the  county  by  agents  of  his  selection. 

The  Department  has  usually  collected  slaves  for  work  upon  fortifi- 
cations by  a  requisition  upon  the  Governor  according  to  the  terms  of 
this  act.  It  is  equitable  in  its  provisions,  and  the  agencies  employed 
are  probably  the  least  obnoj^ious  of  any  other  for  the  accomplishment 
of  the  object  proposed — that  object  being  the  assertion  of  an  onerous 
and  repulsive  claim  for  service.  But  the  existing  circumstances  did 
not  admit  of  the  delay  necessarily  involved  in  the  use  of  its  machin- 
ery. The  Department  has  not  supposed  that  this  act  was  incorporated 
into  the  legislation  of  the  Confederate  States  by  the  ninth  section  of 
the  act  of  March,  1863,  but  it  has  in  its  general  order  under  that  sec- 
tion of  act  and  its  special  order  in  the  present  instance  preserved  its 
leading  features  in  reference  to  the  apportionment  of  the  labor,  the 
compensation  to  be  made,  the  obligations  to  be  assumed  to  the  owner 
in  case  of  the  loss  or  injury  of  the  property,  and  the  lengUi  of  time 
for  which  the  slaves  are  to  be  continued  in  the  service. 

Having  thus  shown  the  authority  of  law  under  which  the  Depart- 
ment is  now  conducting  the  impressment  of  slaves  in  Virginia,  the 
answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  respect- 
fully submitted. 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


CmouiiAB )  Confederate  States  of  America, 

\    War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 
No,  84.  )  Riehmtmd,  Fa.,  November  28,  186^ 

In  the  recent  reports  of  commandants  of  conscripts  there  have  been 
exhibited  frequent  inaccuracies  both  of  returns  and  calculations,  and 
'  such  manifest  discrepancies  as  would  indicate  a  wfuit  of  scrutiny  in 
making  them  up. 

^  This  Bureau  must  rely  solely  on  the  monthly  reports  for  all  the 
information  therein  called  for,  and  the  Government  is  dependent  on 
this  Bureau  for  that  information.  It  is  of  the  very  firat  importance 
that  thesg  reports  should  be  full,  accurate,  and  correspondent. 

It  is  the  duty  of  (»nimandant8  to  scrutinize  all  returns,  to  have 
them  thoroughly  corrected,  and  to  consolidate  them  with  mathematical 
accuracy. 
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Wherever  there  are  defects,  omiasions,  or  discrepuieies  tiiey  should 
be  pointed  out  and  accounted  for  under  tlie  head  of  "remarks,"  «id 
each  report  should  be  accompanied  tjiy  a  brief  analysis  on  a  separate 
sheet  of  paper  and  the  vants  of  the  service  indicated. 

Such  accompanying  report  may  prox»erly  comment  on  the  capacity 
and  conduct  of  enrolling  ofi^cers  by  name  or  as  a  class,  and  on  the 
condition  of  the  service. 

The  Bureau  is  always  aided  in  its  administration  by  such  intelli- 
gent communications. 

Each  monthly  report  must  be  certified  and  signed  by  the  com- 
mandant. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
Assistant  A^^tUan^QeneraL 


confkdbratk  states  op  america, 
War  Dbpabthbnt,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  November  B8y  I864. 
His  Excellency  President  Davis: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  major-general  conimanding  reserve  forces  in  Vir- 

f inia,  acting  under  General  Orders,  Nos.  73  and  77,  Adjutant  and 
Qspector  Gtonerars  Office.  At  the  time  these  orders  were  issued  it 
was  vaguely  conjectured,  and  perhaps  represented,  that  they  would 
furnish  to  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  near  40,000  men.  From  the 
records  of  this  Bureau  at  that  time  my  wtimate  was  that  they  would 
furnish  about  5,000  men.  The  beggarly  list  here  presented  does  not 
reach  to  my  calculations,  and  I  am  informed  that  of  this  number 
many  have  already  deserted  or  have  been  dischai^ed.  My  belief  is 
that  had  General  Orders,  No.  73,  been  omitted  or  properly  modified  so 
as  to  express  your  purpose  of  callii^;  the  reserve  forces  to  the  aid  and 
not  to  the  control  of  the  conscription  authorities,  and  then  the  wide 
field  of  77  been  opened  to  this  agency,  a  much  lai^r  contribution  to 
the  Army  would  have  been  made  without  serious  disturbance  to  the 
industry  of  the  country  or  the  departments  of  Government. 

I  fear  it  may  be  assumed  that  this  control  and  direction  of  the 
officers  and  business  of  conscription  by  the  general  of  reserves  in 
their  respective  States  is  a  failure.  Their  aid  and  that  of  their  forces 
called  as  occasion  may  demand  might  be  beneficial.  I  venture  to  use 
the  occasion  as  pertinent  to  reiterate,  from  my  thirty  months'  expe- 
rience, that  for  the  uniform,  impartial,  and  thoroughly  efficient 
administration  of  conscription,  first,  all  exemptions  by  cUuees  should 
be  absolutely  abolidied;  second,  conscription  should  be  made  inde- 
pendent of  the  regular  military  authorities,  and  the  President 
anthorized  to  assign  to  the  service  such  officers  as  he  mayselet^  or  to 
appoint  for  this  special  duty  from  civil  life,  either  with  rank  or 
salary,  such  persons  as  he  may  select. 

The  present  organization,  properly  officered,  with  authority  to  use 
the  reserve  forces  on  occasion,  could  perform  all  the  functions  of  con- 
scription proper,  including  the  levy  of  slaves,  the  management  of 
details,  furloughs,  Ac,  and  also  take  charge  of  deserters  and  absen- 
tees, and  supervise  the  entire  interior  military  police.  I  aift  confident 
that  without  seriously  disturbing  a  single  important  existing  regulation 
a  general  order  could  be  devised  which  would,  through  the  oonseription 
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organization,  give  simplicity,  energy,  and  good  results  to  the  interior 
military  organizations  of  the  country. 

Asking  your  lenient  consideration  for  these  free  suggestions, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
,  Brigadier- General  and  SwperirdendenL 

.  [Flnt  IndonBmeqL] 

Adjntant*General  for  remarks  on  the  points  presented. 

J.  D. 

[Seoond  IndorasmeBt.] 

Adjutant  aj^  Inspector  General's  Office, 

December  I864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Kemper  for  such  information 
as  will  enable  the  undersigned  to  respond  to  the  indorsement  of  the 
l*re8ident  after  he  has  a  more  full  understanding  of  the  subject. 

S.  COOPER, 
AdQvdant  and  Inapedor  Qenercd. 

[Third  tndorawnent.] 

Headquabtebs  Reserve  Forces  of  Virginia, 

December  7, 1864. 

Respectfully  returned. 

In  one  respect  Brigadier^Oeneral  Preston  and  myself  agree,  to  wit, 
that  the  present  connection  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  and  the 
reserve  commanders  can  be  productive  of  no  good,  for  either  the 
reserve  commanders  should  control  and  conduct  the  business  of  con- 
scription in  the  several  States  with  .their  reserve  forces,  or  they  should 
be  relieved  of  their  present  irritating  connection  with  that  business. 
General  Preston's  remarks  and  his  mode  of  addressing  them  will 
illustrate  the  want  of  cordially  co-operative  relations,  the  actual  an- 
tagonisms between  the  old  and  the  new  agents  of  conscription,  which 
are  to  be  deeply  deplored  and  which  may  cause  the  nfew  system  to 
del^  instead  of  to  expedite  the  re-enforcement  of  the  armies.  It  was 
in  view  of  those  relations  that  I  asked  to  be  relieved  of  my  present 
command. 

General  Preston,  however,  severely  reflects  upon  his  own  Bnreau 
when  he  points  with  trinmphant  manner  to  what  he  terms  "the  beg- 
garly list  here  presented,"  fis  sustaining  his  allegations.  General 
Orders,  No.  77,  were  issued  on  the  8th  and  my  conscription  circular 
executing  those  orders  was  issued  on  the  10th  of  October  last.  Some 
days  were  consumed  in  circulating  the  orders.  "The  beggarly  list," 
inclosed,  shows  4,538  conscripts  received  at  Camp  Lee  in  the  month 
of  October;  nearly  all  if  not  every  one  of  whom  were  received  within 
the  last  eighteen  days  of  that  month. 

Does  General  Preston  mean  to  imply  that  all  the  men  liable  to  mili- 
tary service  under  Orders  77  from  vii^inia  were  gotten  out  within 
less  than  twenty  days  ?  If  so,  he  pays  an  unmerited  tribute  to  my 
efficiency,  for  future  reports  will  show  that  many  were  received  in 
November,  if  not  later. 

The  Bnrean  may  be  challenged  to  show  when,  before  the  month  of 
October,  1864,  the  conscript  officers  collected  4,638  men  within  the  same 
period.  I  am  informed  that  in  the  twelve  months  preceding  October 
last  the  Bureau  and  its  agents  assigned  a  fraction  over  7,000  men  to 
the  armies  from  all  the  States  within  its  reach.  Now,  if  this  is  so  I 
confidently  expect  to  show  that  within  the  few  weeks  I  have  had 
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chaise  of  conscription  in  Virginia  more  men  have  gone  to  the  Army 
from  Virginia  alone  than  were  assigned  by  the  Bureau  and  its  agents 
from  all  the  States  within  the  precediiw  twelve  months.  It  is  believed 
that  such  facts  will  prove  more  forcible  than  even  Oener^  Fteston's 
eloquent  and  caustic  commentAries.  When  General  Preston  allies 
"it  was  vaguely  conjectured  and  perhaps  represQpted"  that  40,000 
men  would  be  furnished  by  the  orders  (from  Vii^inia),  it  is  submitted 
that  he  wanders  into  the  region  of  idle  and  groundless  rumor,  if  he 
means  to  impute  such  conjecture  to  myself.  Some  of  his  own  subor- 
dinates know  that  my  opinion  was  that  the  orders  would  add  10,000 
men  to  the  Army  from  Virginia,  but  that  there  were  in  my  belief 
40,000  men  in  Virginia  out  of  the  Army  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  forty-five  years.  Even  the  returns  of  the  Bureau,  obviously 
imperfect  and  partial,  which  were  furnished  me  by  one  of  its  officers 
about  the  1st  of  September  last,  showed  28,035  men  in  the  State 
between  eighteen  and  forty-five  exempted  and  detailed  for  all  causes. 
It  is  true  General  Preston  alleges  that  the  "conscription  authorities 
proper"  would  have  made  a  much  larger  contribution  to  the  Army  if 
they  had  been  allowed  to  execute  General  Orders,  No.  77,  in  the  usual 
way.  It  is  a  significant  fact,  however,  that  I  received  no  orders 
through  the  Bureau  to  execute  Gteneral  Oi-ders,  No.  77,  until  ten  days 
after  those  orders  had  been  published  by  the  War  Department,  until 
after  I  had  collected  hundreds  of  conscripts  in  pursuance  of  Uiose 
orders.  This  fact  alone  makes  it-obvious  that  if  the  tedious  routine 
of  the  Bureau  and  its  agents  had  been  relied  on  tlie  orders  would 
hardly  have  been  circulated  throughout  the  State  in  the  month  of 
October,  much  less  would  any  conscripts  have  been  assigned  to  the 
Anny  in  the  critical  emergency  then  pending. 

As  regards  General  Preston's  intimation  that  General  Orders,  Ko. 
77,  have  been  executed  in  Virginia  with  serious  disturbance  of  the 
public  sentiment  and  the  public  industry,  I  make  no  reply,  except  to 
point  to  the  gratifying  and  universal  testimony  of  the  general  public 
of  Viiginia  ia  proof  that  since  the  publication  of  General  Chrders, 
No.  73,  conscription  in  this  State  has  been  characterized  by  more 
vitality  and  vigor,  has  been  more  popular,  elicited  higher  commenda- 
tion, achieved  more  important  results,  and  has  more  rapidly 
re-enforced  the  Army  in  an  emergency  than  at  any  previous  time 
whatever.  It  is  due  to  myself  to  aver  that  far  better  results  would 
have  been  accomplished  but  for  the  incumbrance  of  the  pre-existing 
system  of  conscription  which  I  have  liad  to  bear,  which  has  impeded 
my  operations,  frustrated  many  of  my  best  efforts  to  serve  the  coun- 
try, and  seriously  impaired  my  usefulness. 

J.  L.  KEMPER, 

Ma^'  General. 

[Fonitfa  IndonanHDt.] 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  President. 

I  scarcely  know  what  remarks  to  make  on  the  subject  of  this 
unpleasant  controversy  other  than  to  submit  the  accompanying 
paper,*  which  contains  my  views  as  to  the  means  whereby  the  recruit- 
ment of  our  armies  may  be  most  rapidly  effected.  Every  consider- 
ation, iu  my  judgment,  should  be  given  to  the  most  effectual  »nd 
prompt  means  for  filling  our  ranks. 

S.  COOPER, 
Ac^tdavi  and  InspecAor  QeneraL 

*  See  iacloBur©  No.  8,  p. 
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[iMfllosanNo.  ].] 

Report  of  progress  made  in  execution  of  the  conscript  law  in  Virginia,  nwnth 

of  October,  JS64. 

CoDwripts  on  hand  at  date  of  last  report,  October  1, 1664   489 

Becravea  since  last  report  4, 588 

 5,037 

Asfflgned  since  last  report   2, 847 

Improperly  enrolled   ft 

Diechargea  _  ...^   213 

Deserted   13 

Detailed   741 

Died   1 

Discharged  under  habeas  corpus  .>   7 

Believed  from  registration   28 

Ordered  to  Brigadier43eneral  Preston,  Bureau  of  Conscription   1 

On  hand  at  camp  of  instmction,  Dnldin,  vhen  it  was  abolished   81 

 8,887 

Onhandatcampof  instmction,  Bichnumd,  November  1,1864.   1,140 

Of  the  4,5S8  conscripts  received  in  the  month  of  October,  4,450  were  received 
after  publication  of  Qraeral  Orders,  No.  77,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  G«nerars 
Office,  current  series.  Ot  this  nnmbe.  1,344  were  light-duty  men,  most  of  whom 
had  been  previously  so  found  under  Cteneral  Orders.  No.  36,  Adjutant  and  Inspec- 
tor Oeneral's  Office,  but  were  unasdgned  and  reported  under  Qeneral  Orders, 
No.  77. 

Agricnltural  exempts  unaffected  by  General  Orders,  No.  77    851 

Details  revoked  by  General  Orders,  No.  77    563 

Details  revived     General  Orders,  No.  81,  Adjntant  and  Inspector  General's 

Office   26 

Light-duty  men  who  apply  for  detail  under  General  Orders,  No.  81  879 

Conscript  Office,  Richmond,  November  l,  I864. 


[Inolosun  Ko.  S.] 
AasignmenU  in  Virginia  for  vtonth  of  Oetdber,  I864. 


Orgknlutlon. 


raFANTBY. 

1st  rirgiuia  Befftment. . 

M  ViiiiDiARcglmeiit.. 

M  Virginia  Regiment  . 

4th  Tif^nla  ReKinMnt. 

Hh  Vlriliii*  Begfment. . 

Wt  Tlrginift  Begimflnt. . 

7th  Tirginift  Beiiineiit  ■ . 

8th  Vf^lA  K^iment. . 

tth  Vtnliil*  Kecimeot. . 
Itth  VlrgitilA  KefcJinMit. . 
nth  Vililiiialteglnient., 
QUi  Tbiltiift  It«Klinant.. 
I»h  Virginia  Regltiiont. . 
Ittb  Tirginia  Reitmcmt. 
ISlh  TlrEinia  HegioMot  . 
Udi  VfrslDfa  ReKtanent. 
nui  Vlnrinla  R«glineiit. 
Wh  Vininia  Reglinviit. 
l*lh  VirginialtoginiMit. 
Zlit  ViiviiilA  I{«gim«nt. 
Bd  VitgjniA  Regfanent. . 
ttd  Vininia  R«iHnieiit. . 

Virginia  R«giiiMiit. . 
Hth  Tirginia  R(«ltD«nt. . 
Mth  Virginia  Reglinont. 

Vliginia  Roghnent. . 
Bth  TIrglBU  Ra|ilm«Dt . . 
Kb  Virginia  Reciaent. . 
nth  Vligiala  ReghiMnt. . 
Sit  Vii«telaiUiliiWBt.. 


No. 


<1 

7 
38 
88 
10 

2 
11 

S 
28 
62 
107 
M 
90 
70 
69 
21 
10 
76 
82 
34 
41 
30 
34 

3 
17 

4 
W 

'  127 
,  U 


Organicatlon . 


IltFAHTBT— contH. 

B2d  Virginia  Regiment. 
SSd  Virginia  Regiment. 
84th  Virginia  Regiment. 
SUhVligtnia  Regiment. 
S7th  Virginia  Regiment. 
SSth  Virginia  Reglnumt. 
40th  Virginia  Regiment. 
41at  VirginU  Regiment. 
42d  Virginia  Regiment. 
Uth  Virginia  Regiment. 
46th  Virginia  Regiment. 
4«th  Vi^nla  R^ment. 
47th  Virginia  Regiment. 
48th  Viigtnia  Regiment. 
40th  Vliginia  Regiment. 
90th  Virginia  Regiment. 
Met  Virginia  Regiment. 
62d  VirgInU  Regiment. 
63d  Virginia  Regiment. 
64th  Virginia  Regiment. 
66th  Virginia  Regiment. 
Seth  Virginia  Regiment. 
67th  Virginia  Regiment. 
66th  Virginia  Regiment. 
6Hh  Virginia  Regiment. 
OOth  Virginia  Regiment. 
80th  Virginia  BatteUon . 

EarlT'it  command  

Pickett's  diTlaion  

Habone't  brigade  


No. 


2 
1 
7 
133 
8 
108 
19 
19 
87 
8 
44 
86 
11 
13 
86 
2 
7« 
10 
110 
102 
28 
112 
«3 

& 

10 
8 
364 

10 
1 


OrguiisaUon. 


INF  AHTBY— cont'd. 

Wise's  brlnde  

0th  Oeor^a  Regiment . . 

1st  Virgfiila  Battalion  . . 
22d  Virginia  Battalion., 
sad  Virginia  Batbdlm.. 

Total  

ABTILLCBT. 

Dreirry's  artillery  

Burroughs'  artillery  

Fluvanna  Artillery  

Bockbridge  ArtiUery . . . . 
Washingun  Artlllary . . . 
2d  Battalion  Heavy  Artll- 

1«T. 

lit  Company  Richmond 

Ho  iri  tiers. 
3d  Company  Richmond 

Howltsera. 
3d  Company  Richmond 

Howitzers. 
Norfolk  Light  ArtUler; 

Bines. 

Fenlck's  battery  

Msrtin'a  bsttery  

Chew's  battery  

French's  battery  ' 

lallay's  1wt(ei7  


ITo. 
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Assignments  in  Virginia  for  month  of  October,  ISG4 — Continned. 


OrganiMtkm. 


ARTILLEBY— cont'd. 


Ho.  OrgaaiutloB. 


Dance' a  battery   1 

SaxT'a  twtterr   20 

Jackson's  battery   9 

Doutbat's  battery   2 

OrlfflB'a  battery   * 

Total  ~VZ 


lat  Tlrfrinla  Regiment. .. . 
2d  Virginia KMlmeat... 
3d  Virginia Kegiment... 
4tb  Virginia  Reftlment. . . 
Uh  Vii^nla  Beglment. . . 


CAVALRT—COnt'd. 

eth  Virginia  Reglinent. 
8th  Virginia  Regiment. 
9th  Virginia  Regiinent. 
10th  VlrginiaRegimeDt. 
12th  Virginia  Regiment. 
13th  Virginia  Beglment. 
14th  Virginia  Kegiment. 
IGth  Virginia  Regiment, 
leth  Virginia  Regiment, 
i'  mbVirginUKegimMt. 
8  18th  VincinU  Regiment. 
S  I«th  Vliginia  Regiment. 
10  21st  Virginia  Regiment. 
12  Z2d  Virginia  Regiment. 
2  .  23d  Virginia  Rngimeot. 


OifanisatloD. 


CAVA  LR  V— con  t  "ll. 

24tlt  Virginia  Regiinent. . .  1 

27th  Virginia  Bi^talion. . .  1 

34th  Virginia  Battalion. . .  10 

Cbambllaa'  brigade   I 

2d  UlsMori  Cavalry   J 

Total  cavalry   IS 

lat  Regiment  Engineer*..  11 

3d  RegimentEngineera.-l  5 

Total   li 


RECAPITULATION. 


Arm  of  serrlce. 

 £  

Infantry  

Artillery  

Cavalry  

Engintters  

Navy  

From  camp  at  Dublin  to  Richmond  

Total  


Nnmbrr. 


2,627 
02 
12» 
10 
1 
1« 


2.g47 


Bespectfnlly  sabmitted. 

J.  C.  SHIBLDS. 
Jjieutenant-Colonel,  C^tmmandantfor  Virginia. 

Capt.  B.  H.  Gatlbtt, 

Auistant  Acdfwtant-Cfeneral,  Seaerve  Fbree*  (tf  Virgtmita.  ^ 

[Vint  indenwnent.] 

HlEA]>QUA]tTBBS  RESERVE  FORCES  OF  YlROINIA, 

Bichmondf  November  1864. 

Reapectf  ally  referred  to  the  Burean  of  Conscription  with  the  remftrk 
that  this  report  does  not  show  the  full  number  of  men  who  have  been 
sent  to  the  Army  under  General  Orders,  No.  77.  The  existing  machin- 
ery of  conscription  is  not  adapted  to  the  work  of  rapidly  re-enforcing 
the  Army  in  an  emergency.  Hundreds  of  men  who  were  sent  to  Camp 
Lee  dropped  ont,  disappeared  without  any  means  of  acconnting  for 
them  existing  that  I  can  discover,  while  many  more  joined  the  Anny 
irregularly,  without  passing  through  Camp  Lee.  The  machineiy 
which  was  turned  .over  to  me  could  not  dispose  of  the  men  as  fast  as  I 
got  them,  and  hence  many  were  lost  or  joined  the  Army  irregularly. 

From  data  which  I  am  now  collecting  I  expect  to  show  that  double 
the  number  of  men  mentioned  in  this  report  were  sent  to  the  Army 
within  the  time  specified. 

J.  L.  KEMPER, 

Mogor-  Oeneral. 

[Seoond  tedonooMnti] 

\  Bureau  op  OoNSCRipnoN, 

Bich/mondy  November  2^, 
Respectfully  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  special  atten- 
tion invited  to  indorsement  of  Major-General  Kemper.    It  will  be 
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observed  that  he  assumes  the  existing  m^hinery  of  conscription  is 
not  adapted  to  the  re-enforcement  of  the  Ai-ray  in  an  emergency.  This 
was  the  assamption  on  which  General  Orders,  No.  73,  was  based,  and 
thme  orders  added  to  this  machinery  the  entire  reserve  force  of  Vir- 
ginia and  placed  the  whole  under  the  order  of  Gtoneral  Kemper.  Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  77,  revoking  all  details,  furloughs,  and  temporary 
exemptions,  and  by  ordering  the  revision  of  all  medical  exemptions 
and  the  cases  of  light-duty  men,  opened,  as  it  was  supposed,  an 
immense  field  for  the  double  machinery  to  furnish  men  to  the  Army. 
The  result  is  reported  at  less  than  3,000  men.  It  appears,  therefore, 
that  the  machinery  of  conscription,  even  when  controlled  and  aided 
by  the  machinery  of  the  reserve  forces,  is  not  adapted  to  the  rapid 
Te-enfor(»ment  of  the  Army  in  an  emergency.  Indeed,  it  seems  that 
even  after  the  men  are  found  by  General  Orders,  No.  77,  and  are 
placed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  double  machinery,  they  drop 
out  and  disappear  or  join  the  Army  irregularly.  It  may  therefore  b« 
concluded  from  this  report  that  the  duplex  machinery  created  by 
General  Orders,  No.  73,  to  operate  on  the  material  created  for  it  in 
GenerfU  Orders,  No.  77,  and  on  the  whole  conscription  materi^  proper, 
is  scarcely  more  efficacious  in  furnishing  re-enforcements  than  the 
simple  existing  machinery  of  conscription. 

It  may  be  further  assumed  that  had  the  material  famished  by  Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  77,  been  left  to  the  control  of  the  conscription  author- 
ity proper  a  result  quite  equal  to  that  stated  in  this  report  would  have 
been  attained,  and  without  serious  disturbance  either  of  public  senti- 
ment or  the  i»odaotive  industry  of  the  country. 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
•  Brigadier-Genercd  <md  Superinlendeni. 

[Inefa»at«  No,  S.] 

SuggesUona  for  a  general  order  in  reference  to  the  enrolbnent  of  con- 
scripis  and  reserve  forces. 

I.  The  business  of  enrollment,  conscription,  and  collection  of 
absentees,  and  the  assignment  of  conscripts  to  the  Army,  will  be  con- 
ducted by  the  generals  of  reserves  in  the  several  States,  under  the 
direction  of  asi  officer  of  superior  rank,  who  may  be  hereafter  desig- 
nated for  the  purpose. 

(Note. — The  superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  being 
subordinate  in  rank  to  many  of  the  general  o£flcers  of  reserves,  jeal- 
ousies and  irritations  are  likely  to  arise  between  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
scription and  reserve  commanders,  and  it  would  seem  to  be  doubtful 
if  uniformity  of  action  can  be  secured  in  at  once  oiganizing  and  com- 
manding the  reserves  and  enforcing  conscription,  unless  all  reserve 
commanders  are  placed  under  some  common  head  of  appropriate 
rank.) 

II.  All  applications  for  exemption  and  detail  and  the  returns  and 
reports  required  by  existing  ordeis  will  be  forwarded  by  the  generals 
of  reserves  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription. 

(Note. — This,  it  is  believed,  will  secure  the  Bureau  of  Conscription 
in  the  undisturbed  exercise  of  all  its  functions  for  which  it  was  orig- 
inally created.  All  the  bureau  work  of  conscription  will  thus  be 
committed  to  the  superintendent,  while  the  more  active  and  military 
duty  of  collecting  conscripts,  stragglers,  and  deserters  and  forward- 
ing them  to  the  Army  will  be  imposed  on  the  commanders  of  reserves, 
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who  alone  have  the  contiyl  of  tlie  forces  required  for  the  performance 
of  such  duty.    The  more  military  duties  will  by  this  arrangement  be 
separated  from  the  office  or  bureau  duties;  the  liability  to  confosion 
and  conflict,  it  is  believed,  will  be  avoided,  while  the  reserve  oom-  i 
mahdere,  having  nothing  to  do  with  the  decision  of  detail  and  ezemp-  i 
tion  cases,  will  be  left  free  to  attend  to  the  active  eommand  of  the  ! 
reserve  forces  whenever  occasion  requires.) 

m.  All  conscripts  will  hereafter  be  sent  directly  from  the  district 
of  their  residence  to  the  commands  in  the  field  to  which  they  may  be 
assigned,  or  to  such  rendezvous  for  conscripts  as  may  be  appointed 
by  the  generals  commanding  armies  in  the  field. 

The  camp  of  instruction,  the  office  of  commandants  of  conscripts, 
and  the  conscript  medical  boards  are  hereby  abolished.  A  surgeon 
may  be  assigned  by  the  general  of  reserves  to  each  enrolling  district, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ascertain  and  determine  what  conscripta  can 
bo  sent,  without  jeopardy  of  life  or  health,  before  the  medical  boards 
attached  to  the  commands  in  the  field  to  which  such  conscripts  may 
be  assigned.  Such  medical  boards  will  be  oi^anized  for  the  examina- 
tion of  conscripts  and  will  determine  the  fitness  of  the  conscripts  for 
service  in  the  field. 

(Note. — ^The  importance  of  thus  simplifying  the  machinery  <rf 
conscription  and  imparting  greater  promptness  to  its  operations  is 


originally  intended  for  the  purpose  imparted  to  their  name,  but  there 
being  now  neither  necessity  nor  propriety  in  detaining  men  at  such 
places  to  instruct  them  in  the  duties  of  the  soldier,  when  they  are  so 
much  wanted  in  the  field,  I  feel  satisfied  that  confusion  and  delay 
will  be  avoided  by  breal£:ing  up  those  camps.  The  oonscript  medical 
boards  located  in  the  several  districts  being  subject  to  the  suspicion 
of  local  and  personal  influence,  and  being  charged  with  favoritism 
and  other  abuses,  and  the  system  being,  at  least,  an  unwieldy  and 
dilatory  one,  I  deem  it  best  to  substitute  for  them  simply  an  expe- 
rienced surgeon  in  each  district,  but  not  of  the  district,  with  power 
to  decide,  preliminarily,  what  men  the  enrolling  office  can  send  before 
the  army  boards  in  the  field  without  risk  of  life  or  health.) 

The  office  of  commandant  of  conscripts,  which  is  not  recognized  by 
law,  is  now  deemed  unnecessary,  as  the  general  of  reserves  is  him* 
self,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  commandant  of  conscripts. 

To  continue  the  present  office  of  commandant  is  to  interpose  a 
superfluous  officer  between  the  general  of  reserves  and  his  enrolling 
officers,  which  places  him  one  remove  further  from  the  subordinates 
whom  he  is  designed  directly  to  control.  I  deem  it  of  the  first  impor- 
tance to  simplify  the  machinery  of  conscription  ineverypossibleway, 
so  that  the  rapid  and  efficient  control  of  the  enrolling  officers  may 
produce  the  desired  results. 

The  greatest  objection  to  the  present  system  of  conscription  is  the 
needless  complexity  of  its  machinery,  which  renders  it  cumbrous  and 
dilatory  in  the  transaction  of  business.  In  order  to  be  effective  at 
any  time,  but  especially  in  this  emergency,  it  must  have  imparted  to  it 
absolute  simplicity  of  structure  and  celerity  of  operation.  The  Bureau 
located  at  Richmond  has  undertaken  to  decide  all  applications  for 
exemption  and^etail,  as  well  as  nameless  trthtir  iniatiellaiieons  a'p^pii- 
cations  from  all  the  States  east  of  the  Mississippi.  Such  an  application 
'  has  heretofore  been  madetothecountyenrollingofficer,  whosummoned 
his  advisory  board,  investigated  the  case,  entered  it  in  his  books,  and 
reported  it  to  a  district  enrolling  officer,  who,  in  his  turn,  iuveeti- 
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gated,  made  entriefl  in  his  books,  indorsed,  and  forwarded  to  the 
commandant  of  consoripts  for  the  State.  The  commandant  next 
made  his  examination  and  entries  and  indorsed  and  forwarded  the 
papers  to  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  for  its  action.  Froquently 
montiis  were  consumed  in  thus  maturing  the  case,  and  even  tiien  on 
account  of  some  defect  it  was  liable  to  be  sent  back  for  rectification. 
In  going  back  to  the  county  enrolling  officer  it  had  to  pass,  in  going 
as  well  as  returning,  the  same  circuitous  channels  to  be  indorsed,  and 
the  indorsement  entered  in  a  particular  set  of  books  as  it  passed 
each  link  in  the  chain  of  communication.  Cases  have  passed  in  this 
way,  back  and  forth,  through  all  the  intermediate  offices,  several 
successive  times  before  it  was  properly  made  out,  and  even  then,  after 
being  ouce  decided,  it  was  liable  to  be  taken  up  again  for  a  rehear- 
ing and  started  out  once  more  upon  its  travels.  Daring  the  pendency 
of  these  proceedings  the  applicant  was  usually  allowed  to  remain  out 
of  the  Army  by  virtue  of  his  pending  application.  While  the 
papers  of  a  case  were  thus  being  sent  to  and  fro  between  the  county 
enrolling  officer  and  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  an  increase  of 
volume  and  a  consumption  of  time  were  involved  enough  to  make 
a  business  man  despair  of  ever  getting  the  applicant  into  the  Army. 

The  Bureau  has  been  so  far  removed  from  its  agents  as  to  lose  its 
control  of  them.  The  Bureau,  in  attempting  to  investigate  and  adju- 
dicate cases  of  every  description,  coming  up  from  all  the  cis-Mississippi 
States,  seeks  to  accomplish  what  can  only  be  done  with  intolerable 
delay,  uncertainty,  and  confusion.  When  the  cases  are  gotten  into 
this  routine  it  seems  to  be  the  hardest  of  all  possible  things  to  get  the 
men  into  the  Army,  for  while  the  cases  are  dragging  their  slow  length 
along  the  applicante  often  change  their  residence  or  occupation,  or 
somehow  their  States,  or  appear  to  be  buried  beneath  the  accumulated 
office  matter.  Let  no  one  be  surprised  that  cases  should  be  found 
pending  from  six  to  twelve  months,  or  that  the  records  of  conscrip- 
tion should  show  in  a  single  district  twenty-odd  hundred  conscripts 
reported  and  less  than  one-tenth  of  the  number  sent  to  the  Army  after 
the  lapse  of  many  months,  or  that  dispassionate  judges,  well 
acquainted  with  the  working  of  the  system,  should  aver  that  it  has 
kept  more  men  out  of  the  armies  than  would  have  sufficed  to  close 
the  war.  Such  a  system  of  conscription  can  only  be  likened  to  Mil- 
ton's "Serbonian  bog,  where  armies  whole  have  sunk;"  The  true 
plan,  it  is  snggested,  is  as  follows:  Let  an  energetic  executive  officer 
control  the  business  in  each  State.  Let  the  general  of  reserves,  act- 
ing as  general  of  conscription,  be  that  officer.  Let  the  commandant  of 
conscripts,  the  camps  of  instruction,  with  their  commandants  and 
oorpe  of  subordinate,  the  various  county  and  district  boards,  both 
advisory  and  medical,  be  all  abolished.  Let  all  and  each  of  the 
existing  intermediaries  between  the  general  of  conscription  and  the 
county  enrolling  officers,  toother  witii  the  whole  of  their  elaborate 
s^tems  of  entries,  indorsations,  and  books,  be  swept  away,  leaving 
only  a  corps  of  inspectoi's  to  supervise  and  report  upon  the  conduct 
of  county  enrolling  officers,  and  a  single  medical  officer  for  each  dis- 
trict. The  general  of  conscription  would  in  this  way  be  brought 
into  immediate  communication  and  contact  with  his  county  officers, 
and  their  operations  would  be  guided  directly  by  his  own  hand.  The 
general  of  conscription  should  be  confined  strictly  to  the  employment 
of  retired  and  disabled  officers  and  men  and  to  his  own  reserve  forces 
for  the  peiformance  of  all  enrolling  and  conscript  guard  duty.  That 
foree  would  be  ample  to  enable  him  to  sweep  every  county  bare  of 
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conscripts,  stragglers,  and  deserters  without  the  employment  of  a  sin- 
gle able-bodied  man  of  the  active  forces.  When  a  conscript  is  to  be 
assigned  let  him  be  sent  from  the  county  of  his  residence  to  tiie  near- 
est intermediate  soldiers*  home  or  to  such  rendezvous  for  recruits 
as  the  general  commanding  the  army  may  appoint,  thence  to  be  for^ 
warded  to  whatever  regiment  entitled  to  recruits  he  may  select  No 
conscripts  should  be  thus  forwarded  unless,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
district  surgeon,  he  would  probably  be  found  [fit]  for  full  service  by 
a  field  medical  board  upon  his  joining  his  regiment  in  the  field.  Every 
question  of  conscription^  including  all  cases  of  exenlption  and  detail 
arising  in  a  State  should  be  determined  at  the  office  of  the  general 
of  conscription,  all  the  sets  of  books,  entries,  indorsements,  orders,  and 
correspondence  heretofore  kept  up  by  the  Bureau  of  Conscription, 
the  commandant  of  conscripts,  the  commandantsof  campsof  instruc- 
tion, the  district  officers,  &q.,  being  abolished  and  replaced  by  tbe 
single  set  of  books  kept  at  the  headquarters  of  the  general  of  con- 
scription. 

All  the  superfluous  machinery  of  contoription  being  thus  lopped  off, 
a  vast  expense  would  be  saved  by  the  alHindonment  of  useless  and 

dilatory  agencies,  and  a  valuable  increase  of  the  Army  would  be 
effected  by  sending  to  the  field  the  corps  of  officers  and  clerks,  order- 
lies, couriers,  and  guards  now  needlessly  striving  "how  not  to  do  it" 
in  the  *Department  of  Conscription.  It  will  be  observed  that  this 
plan  implies  that  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  (a  bureau  neither  cre- 
ated nor  directly  recognized  by  Congress)  should  be  abolished,  and 
the  duties  heretofore  performed  by  it  are  devolved  by  the  plan  upon 
the  generals  of  conscription  in  the  several  States.  It  is  obvious,  how- 
ever, that  a  central  controlling  head  must  exist  to  insure  uniformity 
and  efficiency  of  action  among  the  generals  of  conscription  in  the 
States.  This  central  head  should  be  a  man  of  military  experience  as 
well  as  the  best  practical  business  qualifications,  fbr  he  is  to  command 
all  the  reserve  forces  as  well  as  the  business  of  conscription  through- 
out the  Confederacy.  His  command  would  be  larger  in  numbers  and 
more  important  in  character  than  any  other  whatever.  His  head- 
quarters would  be  the  source  from  which  would  emanate  the  orders 
prescribing  the  general  rules  and  regulations  to  govern  at  once  the 
organization  and  command  of  the  reserve  forces  and  the  administra- 
tion of  conscription  by  his  subordinate  generals  in  the  States. 

No  mere  bureau  work,  no  such  corps  of  officers  and  clerks  wonld 
encumber  his  headquarters  as  now  fills  the  long  perspective  of  the 
Bureau  of  Conscription,  vainly  endeavoring  to  decide  all  the  multi- 
farious questions  of  detail,  exemption,  assignment,  rehearing,  Ac., 
arising  in  the  Confederacy.  If  such  cases  ever  reached  his  head- 
quarters it  would  be  by  appeal  from  the  decisions  of  his  subordinate 
generals  in  the  States,  and  wonld  be  considered  after  the  appellant 
had  been  sent  to  and  was  serving  in  the  Amy.  His  would  be  a  legiti- 
mate military  command.  As  the  lai^  and  important  hiterests  now 
connected  with  posts,  hospitals,  provost-msrshalships,  prisoners,  &c., 
are  not  subject  to  a  proper  central  control  nor  under  any  single 
effective  administration,  and  as  many  of  them  constitute  the  lurking 
places  for  numbers  who  are  liable  to  field  duty,  they  should  all  come 
under  the  direction  of  the  general-in-chief  of  the  reserves  and  con- 
scription. This  would  constitute  a  military  department  of  the  interior 
which  would  supervise  and  manage  all  military  'interests  not  now 
under  the  direction  of  generals  commanding  armies  in  the  field.  The 
advantages  of  such  an  organization  would  not  Ue  merely  in  its 
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oompactness  and  bimplicity;  it  would  imiuirt  unity,  celerity,  and 
responsibility  to  the  operations  of  conscription,  to  money  purchasing, 
disbursing,  and  miscellaneous  agencies  and  int-erests  which  are  notr 
virtually  irresponsible,  and  which,  by  reason  of  present  irresponsi- 
bility, are  attended  with  serious  losses  to  the  country  in  both  men  and 
money. 

The  foregoing  plan  of  a  military  department  of  the  interior  is  the 
sugg^ion  of  an  experienced  soldier,  not  the  writer.  It  is  hoped  that 
nothing  in  these  suggestions  will  be  construed  as  reflecting  upon  the 
present  superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscription.  The  above 
strictures  are  aimed  at  the  present  system  of  conscription,  not  at  that 
distinguished  and  respected  gentleman. 

Note. — During  the  mbnths  of  July  and  August,  1864,  the  indorse- 
ments copied  at  the  office  of  the  commandant  of  conscripts  for  Virginia, 
alone  amounted  to  600  qnarto  pages. 


[November  28,  1864. — For  Clark  to  Maury,  in  relation  to  main- 
taining the  State  troops  of  Mississippi  in  the  field,  see  Series  I,  Vol. 
IJI,  Fart  II,  p.  791.] 


Hi>QB8.  Dept.  of  Western  Virginia  and  East  Tbnn., 

WytheviUe,  Fa.,  November  2S64. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond: 

I  respectfully  b^  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  operations  of 
General  Orders,  No.  65,  current  series,  and  to  submit  one  or  two 
suggestions. 

Many  men,  chiefly  foreigners,  have  left  the  Federal  seryice  and 
come  into  our  lines  under  the  guaranties  of  this  order.  The  induce- 
ment that  has  brought  most  of  them  is  the  promise  that  they  "shall 
be  received,  protected,  and  supplied  with  means  of  subsistence  until 
such  of  them  as  desire  it  can  be  forwarded  to  the  most  convenient 
points  on  tiie  border,  where  all  facilities  will  be  afforded  them  to 
retuAi  to  their  homes."  As  most  of  those  who  arail  themselves  of 
this  order  have  been  sent  to  this  department  for  transmission  through 
my  lines,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  practical  work- 
ings of  the  system  adopted  to  carry  it  into  effect.  The  men  are  sent 
by  the  provost-marshal  of  Richmond  to  Abingdon  or  Bristol,  with 
orders  to  send  them  through  toward  Kentucky.  No  discretion  is 
authorized  and  the  deserters  are  offered  no  choice.  It  is  generally 
found  that  they  are  averse  to  this  disposition  of  them,  claiming  that 
it  is  a  violation  of  good  faith.  In  nearly  every  case  they  ask  to  be 
permitted  to  remain  in  the  Confederacy  as  laborers  or  mechanics. 
The  experience  of  those  who  have  gone  through  is  sufficient  to  deter 
them.  In  the  first  place,  they  have  to  march  on  foot  through  a  barren 
foontier  of  several  hundred  miles  before  they  enter  the  Federal  lines. 
This  frontier  is  infested  with  prowling  bands  of  lawless  men  who  strip 
them  of  everything  they  possess,  until,  it  has  been  reported  to  me, 
that  by  the  time  they  reach  the  Federal  lines  they  have  scarcely  cloth- 
ing sufficient  to  hide  their  nakedness.  They  are  then  liable  to  arrest 
and  punishment  as  deserters.  At  first  they  secured  proper  reception 
at  tlie  hands  of  the  Federal  authorities  by  representing  themselves  as 
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deserters  from  our  seryice.  I  have  reason  now,  however,  to  belteve 
that  spies  have  .been  sent  to  ascertain  the  disposition  made  by  as  of 
this  class  of  deserters,  and  that  means  are  adopted  which  lead  to  the 
arrest  of  most  of  them. 

Apart  from  the  considerations  of  good  faith  which  should  induce  an 
adherence  to  the  terms  of  this  order  if  it  is  still  permitted  to  remain 
,  in  force,  our  own  necessities  sug^st  a  different  policy.  The  scarcity 
of  laborers  and  mechanics  requires  an  increase  of  this  class,  and 
.  opportunity  is  offered  to  supply  the  demand.  I  therefore  recommend 
that  previous  to  being  sent  from  Richmond  those  who  desire  to  remain 
should  be  taken  out  and  assigned  to  Government  workshops  or  per^ 
mitted  to  find  employment.  They  could  have  an  oaih  administered 
to  meet  their  status  and  be  furnished  with  desoriptive  lists  to  estab- 
. .  lish  their  identity. 

Interpreting  the  order  according  to  ite  spirit,  I  have  from  several  of 
the  lots  sent  here  obtained  a  number  of  valuable  mechanics,  miners, 
Ac,  who  have  been  assigned  to  work  in  their  respective  departments, 
and  their  is  still  a  demand  for  more.  If  more  are  sent  here  I  request 
that  I  be  permitted  to  continue  to  select  such  as  I  deem  fit  for  the 
required  work. 

The  class  of  men  who  avail  themselves  of  this  order  is  generally 
good.  A  few  bad  men  may  come  through  to  serve  improper  motives, 
but  the  bulk  are  honest,  industrious  men,  who  come  from  a  desire  to 
escape  an  odious  service,  and  witii  the  purpose  in  good  faith  of 
remaining  in  the  Confederacy  until  such  time  as  they  can  safely  return 
to  their  homes. 

I  have  undertaken  at  some  length  to  point  out  the  abuses  and 

injustice  involved  in  the  present  execution  of  the  order,  and  trust  that 
the  subject  will  receive  your  early  attention. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Mqjor-Oenered. 

[Tint  IndatMnMBt.] 

DBCBHBBR  4,  1864. 

Mr.  Shepherd: 

Inform  General  Breckinridge  that  instructions  in  conformity  with 
his  su^estion  as  to  the  employmLent  of  these  deserters  had  betfn 
previously  given  and  will  be  repeated. 

He  is  fully  authorized  to  give  such  employment,  especially  to 
foreigners  among  them,  whenever  he  deems  it  expedient. 

J.  A.  S. 

[Seoond  IndorsMiient.] 

DECEHBEB  4,  1864. 
To  Major  Carrington,  provost-marshal,  for  consideration  and  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  best  course  of  proceeding  in  r^ard  to  these  deserters. 

J.  A.  S. 

(Third  IndoTMiiMBt.] 

Dbcembbb  7,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Honorable  Secretary  of  War,  calling  atten- 
tion to  inclosed  report. 

I.  H.  CARRINGTON, 

Provost'MarshaL 
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Department  of  East  Tennessee, 

AbingdoUj  December  J?,  186J^. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War : 

SiB:  During  the  past  month  several  hundred  Yankee  deserters 
have  been  sent  to  Uiis  post  to  be  forwarded  under  Order  No.  65  across 
our  lines  into  Kentucky.  Many  of  these  men  having  expressed  a 
strong  desire  to  remain  in  this  neighborhood  have  been  permitted  to 
do  so.  A  list  of  the  names  of  those  thus  allowed  to  remain,  some  134 
in  number,  is  inclosed.  Each  of  them  has  given  his  solemn  parole  on 
oath  before  me  that  whilst  remaining  here  he  would  demean  himself 
quietly  and  peaceably  as  a  friend  of  the  Confederate  and  State  govern- 
ments, obey  all  ttieir  and  giveuo  aid,  comfort,  ^c,  to  the  enemy 
during  this  war,  Ac. 

I  did  not  exact  an  oath  of  neutrality  because  I  considered  that  if 
these  men  remain  here  some  length  of  time  and  establish  themselves 
I>ermaneDtly  they  might  be  regarded  as  having  acquired  a  citizenship 
which  would  perhaps  at  some  future  time  render  them  liable  to  mili- 
tary duty,  and  as  an  oath  of  neutrality  exacted  by  the  Gtoverament 
might  imply  a  tacit  pledge  that  the  party  taking  it  ^ras  never  to  take 
up  arms  for  either  side,  there  would  thus  arise  an  inconsistency  if 
some  future  policy  should  require  them  to  render  us  military  service. 
These  men  are  all  artisans,  mechanics,  teamsters,  or  laborers,  Ac, 
and  with  very  few  exceptions  foreigners,  i.  e.,  from  countries  other 
than  the  United  States,  They  have  been  employed  in  the  quarter- 
ma.Hter'8  and  commissary  departments,  in  the  hospitals,  and  by  pri- 
vate individuals  in  this  neighborhood.  Before  they  were  permitted 
to  remain  they  were  requir^  to  have  some  place  to  work  offered  to 
them  by  parties  knoifn  to  the  provost-marshal.  The  demand  for 
skilled  labor  is  VOTy  great  here,  aud  the  conscription  will  render  its 
ne(^ssity  still  more  urgent.  These  men,  having  deserte4  from  the 
Yankee  Army,  are  afraid  to  return  into  the  Yankee  lines,  and  we 
have  thus  a  guarantee  that  they  will  not  injure  us. 

It  seems,  then,  to  me  a  wise  policy  to  permit  such  men  to  remain  with 
us  to  a  certain  extent;  but  as  these  applications  are  becoming  more 
numerous,  and  as  the  commandant  of  this  post  refers  to  me  for 
advice,  and  has  guided  himself  in  his  action  by  my  opinion,  I  think 
it  proper  to  state  the  facts  to  the  Department,  as  I  am  not  advised 
what  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  this  regard  may  be. 

If  you  think  the  course  pursued  improper  I  will  so  advise  the  com- 
mandant of  the  post,  and  cease  to  sanction  it  by  administering  the 
above  oath  and  counseling  the  retention  of  these  men.  But  if  not 
otherwise  instructed  I  will  consider  my  action  approved  and  direct 
accordingly. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  D.  HENNEN, 
8pe<dcd  Commissioner  for  Department  of  East  Tennessee. 

Abingik)!!,  December  S,  I864. 
Names  of  Yankee  deserters  claiming  the  benefits  of  General  Orders, 
No.  65,  and  who,  having  been  sent  to  Abingdon,  Va.,  to  be  forwarded 
into  the  Yankee  lines,  have  been  permitted  to  remain  within  our  lines 
upon  giving  their  parole  and  taking  an  oath  before  William  D.  llen- 
nen,  special  commissioner  for  Department  of  East  Tennessee,  that 
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whilst  remaining  in  the  Confederacy  they  will  obey  all  the  laws  of  the 
Confederate  States  and  of  the  State  in  which  they  may  remain;  that 
they  will  demean  themselves  as  friends  of  the  Government  of  said 
States,  and  that  during  this  war  ^ey  will  give  no  aid,  comfort,  or 
assistance  to  the  United  States,  and  npon  declaring  that  it  is  veil 
understood  that  any  violation  of  said  i>arole  or  oam  is  punishable 
with  death. 

Done  between  the  Ist  of  November  and  Ist  of  December,  1864. 
[Here  follows  the  list  of  134  names  of  the  individuals,  which  is 
omitted.] 
I  certify  the  above  list  to  be  correct. 

WM.  D,  HENNEN, 
Special  Commissioner  for  Department  of  East  Tennessee. 


BURKAU  OP  CONSCMPTION,  WAB  DEPARTUENT, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  November  J?9, 1864. 

lion.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  }Var: 

Sib:  You  informed  me  this  morning  that  His  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent declined  to  accept  my  report  to  you  in  response  to  Senate  resolution 
(referred  to  this  Bureau)  concerning  the  "number  of  persons  in  each 
State  exempted  from  military  service  upon  the  certificates  of  the 
Governors,  respectively,"  ifec,  on  the  ground  of  the  manifest  inaccu- 
racy of  the  returns,  and  you  required  me  to  make  proper  explanations 
of  those  returns.  As  I  am  not  informed  of  the  sx>ecific  inaccnraciet) 
referred  to,  I  can  only  explain  in  general  terms. 

First.  My  report  is  made  up  from  the  consolidated  monthly  reports 
required  by  general  orders  to  be  made  by  the  commandants  of  con- 
scripts. A  form  of  these  reports  furnished  Ity  this  Bureau  is  here- 
with submitted.  You  will  observe  that  it  is  a  complete  analysis  of 
the  act  of  February  17, 1864,  using  in  direct  connection  and  sequence 
the  terms  of  that  act,  and  providing  for  returns  under  every  provision 
of  the  act.  In  addition  to  these  reports  I  have  used  the  reports  of 
my  registration  officers.  In  general,  the  two  have  nearly  conformed 
in  result.  These  are  the  only  sources  provided  for  this  Burean  to 
obtain  information.  The  agencies  employed  in  the  conscript  service 
are  extremely  defective  in  proper  qualification  as  well  for  this  as 
other  grave  duties,  and  I  have  found  the  utmost  difSeulty  in  getting 
the  duties  prescribed  properly  performed  even  by  the  highest  officers 
in  the  service.  My  control  over  them  and  my  direction  of  their 
duties  is  so  frequently  disturbed  that  their  obedience  is  the  act  of  the 
loosest  volition.  In  this  case  my  positive  orders  are  that  all  exemp- 
tions for  State  officers  shall  be  issued  by  the  commandants.  One  of 
these  officers  explains  his  erroneous  returns  by  charging  them  on  the 
local  officers,  thus  aggravating  his  own  negligence  of  duty.  His 
returns  came  to  me  under  the  sanction  of  the  tribunal  interposed 
between  this  Bureau  and  the  officers  of  conscription. 

Second.  I  conjecture  the  inaccuracies  indicated  by  the  President 
are  supposed  to  exist  in  the  returns  from  the  States  of  North  Carolina, 
Geoigia,  and  Mississippi.  The  reports  from  North  Carolina  from 
May  to  October  are  now  in  the  hands  of  a  special  inspector  sent  to 
that  State.  The  regular  and  rapid  increase  of  certified  State  officers 
and  State  employes  would  indicate  accuracy,  but  on  the  doubt  being 
expressed  I  have  ordered  and  have  now  progressing  this  specifJ 
in^[>ection  concerning  them.    It  is  well  known  t£at  the  laws  of  North 
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Carolina  liave  created  large  numbers  of  ofBcers,  and  that  the  Governor 
of  that  State  has  not  only  claimed  exemption  for  those  officers,  but 
for  all  persons  employed  in  any  form  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
such  as  workmen  in  factories,  salt  makers,  Ae.  This  Bureau  has  no 
power  to  enforce  the  Confederate  law  in  opposition  to  the  Governors 
certificates  or  the  claims  of  a  State. 

I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  Governor  Vance's  correspond- 
ence with  you  on  this  subject,  in  which  he  proposes  (to  use  his  own 
words)  "to  try  title  with  the  Confederate  Government"  in  resisting 
the  claims  of  the  conscript  officers  to  such  citizens  of  North  Carolina 
as  he  may  claim  for  the  proper  administration  of  the  laws  of  the 
State.  Id  answer  to  a  communication  to  him  on  the  subject,  the 
commandant  for  North  -Carolina  now  reports  to  me  that  his  returns 
are  inaccurate  and  greatly  exaggerated.  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
his  letter;  and  unless  the  report  of  my  inspector  relieves  him  from 
the  confession  of  the  disobedience  of  orders  and  false  returns,  I  will 
be  compelled  to  ask  his  relief  from  the  conscription  service. 

In  Geoma  up  to  last  reports  the  Governor  had  certified  to  1,012 
persons.  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  coi-respondenee  of  Governor 
Brown  with  yourself  and  his  correspondence  with  the  commandant  of 
conscripts  for  Georgia  referred  to  3'ou,  to  show  that,  besides  the  1,012 
persons,  he  claims  as  not  coming  under  the  act  of  Congress  large 
bodies  of  the  citizens  of  Geoi^ia,  and  forbids  their  enrollment  by  the 
Confederate  conscript  officers.  It  has  been  found  impracticable  to 
overcome  this  impediment.  It  has  been  frequently  reported.  The 
number  is  supposed  to  reach  about  8,000  men  liable  to  Confederate 
service. 

Herewith  is  the  last  report  of  the  commandant  of  conscripts  for 
that  State.  In  Mississippi  the  number  certified  up  to  the  last  report 
is  only  110.  The  Governor  of  that  State  decided  that  his  proclama- 
tion was  sufficient  cei*tificate  under  the  law.  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the 
letter  from  this  Bureau  to  the  Governor  on  that  subject.  No  response 
has  ever  been  received,  and  the  results  anticipated  have  been  verified 
by  the  failure  to  receive  proper  returns.  It  is  believed  that  a  large 
number  of  persons  in  that  State,  withheld  by  the  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, have  not  been  brought  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  conscrip- 
tion officers.  The  service  in  that  State,  from  a  variety  of  causes,  has 
not  been  efficient ;  but  there,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  you  will  please  to 
remark  that  the  work  is  progressive,  not  concluded;  that  the  reports 
are  of  progress,  not  of  final  action.  They  are  of  what  has  been  ascer- 
tained (by  no  means  of  what  may  yet  be  left)  to  be  done. 

I  have  given  the  reports,  collected  and  sifted  as  thoroughly  as  the 
data  or  reasonable  construction  will  allow.  I  do  not  regai'd  them  as 
accurate.  They  cannot  be  made  so  unless  a  nniform  permanent  sys- 
tem is  adopted  and  maintained,  and  proper  and  sufficient  agencies  are 
assigned  to  the  duties  embraced  in  the  administration  of  their  matter. 

With  these  explanations,  I  respectfully  Submit  such  information  as  is 
possessed  by  this  Bureau.  In  view  of  the  supposed  inaccuracies,  I 
will  use  the  most  active  exertions  and  all  the  means  under  my  control 
speedily  to  rectify  them  if  they  exist. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PKESTON, 
Brigadier- General  and  8v/perinteridefnt. 

P.  S. — Since  the  writing  of  this  note  the  accompanying  special 
report  has  been  received  from  Georgia  confirming  the  estimate  stated 
of  persons  withheld  from  conscription  by  the  Governor  of  Georgia. 


Digitized  by 


868  COKKESPONDENCE,  ETC. 

[Inolosure  Hal.] 

Conscript  Office, 
Rcdeigh,  N.  C,  November  2^  I864. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Preston, 

Superintendent  of  Conscription,  Richmond,  Va.: 
General:  As  advised  by  telegram  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to 
offer  the  following  explanation  relative  to  the  discrepancy  between 
the  number  of  State  officers  as  given  in  the  monthly  report  for  Septem- 
ber and  the  number  given  by  telegram  yesterday.  The  disGrepaa<^ 
occurs  in  the  manner  in  which  the  enrolling  officers  make  up  their 
monthly  reports.  For  instance,  an  officer  reports  for  the  month  of 
May  forty  State  officers  in  his  county,  and  in  each  subsequent  report 
he  repeats  the  same  figures,  with  such  additions  as  may  from  time  to 
time  become  necessary,  without  any  explanation.  This  has  been 
ascertained  by  comparing  their  reports,  wliich  until  recently  it  has 
been  impossible  to  do,  and  now  only  partially,  from  the  fact  that  their 
reports  are  frequently  returned  for  correction  and  explanation,  and 
cannot  be  had  at  the  proper  time  the  revision  should  be  made,  and 
this  arises  from  the  irr^^larity  of  mail  commnnication,  it  frequently 
requiring  from  three  to  four  weeks  to  get  a  communication  to  and  an 
answer  from  an  officer.  I  desire  resx>ectfully  to  further  state  that  the 
sam'e  discrepancy  (or  a  corresponding  one)  occurs  under  all  the  heads 
of  exemption,  making  the  aggregate  nearly  three  times  as  large  as  it 
really  is.  For  example,  the  total  number  at  the  date  of  report  for  the 
month  of  October  under  the  head  of  "physical  disability"  is  35,032, 
whereas  it  should  not  exceed  10,00(7  or  11,000.  Measures  have  been 
instituted  by  which  I  hope  to  present  for  November  a  correct  i-eport  of 
each  class  of  exempts. 

Earnestly  hoping  this  explanation  will  meet  your  approbation  and 
enable  the  Bureau  to  make  a  safe  and  reliable  calculation  of  the 
information  required, 

I  am,  general,  yery  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

PETEH  MALLETT, 
CommandarU  of  Conscripts  for  North  Carolinak 

P.  S.— The  registration  report  recently  forwarded  through  Lienten- 
ant-Greneral  Holmes  may  be  relied  upon  as  being  the  most  authentic 
data  it  is  possible  to  obtain. 

P.  M. 

*  [Incloshre  N«.  2.) 

Headquarters  Conscript  Service,  Gkoroia, 

Augusta,  November  I864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Preston, 

Superiniendeni  Bureau  of  Conscripiiony  RichmoTid,  Va.: 

GenbraIj  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  tele- 
gram of  the  23d  instant,  calling  for  the  number  of  each  dass  of  exemp- 
tions of  State  officers  in  Georgia,  and,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that, 
foreseeing  the  necessity  of  this  information,  I  ordeired  the  enrolling 
officers  throughout  the  State,  in  the  following  pcuragraph  of  my  Cir- 
cular No.  3,  dated  May  16,  1864,  to  collect  it: 

IV.  The  most  active  and  continuous  efforts  of  enrolling  officers  will  be  directed 
to  perf ectins  a  thorough  military  registration  of  all  wtdte  males  resident  or  fonnd 
^thin  their  reepectlTe  districts  who  are  between      ages  of  seventeen  and  fifty 
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years.  This  raster  shonld  embrace  all  men  not  Already  in  service,  no  matter 
"What  may  be  their  physical  condition  or  claims  to  exemption,  and  should  satis* 
f  actorily  exMbit  under  the  head  of  ' '  Remarks  "  the  status  of  each  person. 

When  the  registration  was  called  for  I  found  that  in  most  instances 
the  oflacera  had  entirely  failed  to  obey  this  order,  and  the  inspectors 
assigned  by  me  to  superintend  the  registration  could  only  collect  the 
information  partially,  for  thoTeasons  that  many  of  the  militia  officers 
were  then  in  active  service  and  absent  from  their  counties  and  that 
there  were  two  districts  of  the  State  entirely,  one  partly,  in  possession 
of  the  enemy.  For  these  reasons  I  had  to  ignore  the  r^istration 
returns  entirely  in  getting  the  information  required  by  the  telegram 
refen-ed  to  and  have  to  take  as  a  basis  upon  which  to  estimate  tlie 
number  of  civil  officers  in  the  State  the  Governor's  proclamation, 
claiming  all  of  them  as  exempt  from  conscription.  To  arrive  at  the 
probable  number  of  militia  offlcers,'who  are  also  claimed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor as  exempt,  I  have  taken  the  late  report  of  the  adjutant  and 
inspector  general  for  the  State,  which  shows  an  organized  militia  force 
of  eighteen  regiments,  twenty-one  first-class  battalions,  forty-seven 
second-class  battalions,  and  eight  independent  companies.  The  infor- 
mation obtained  in  the  manner  above  stated  will  be  found  in  the 
inclosed  table,  which  exhibits  the  whole  nnniber  of  exempts,  desig- 
nating the  several  classes,  and  in  my  opinion  niay  be  relied  on  as 
accurate.  My  impression  is,  from  all  the  information  I  can  gather, 
that  mc^t  of  the  State  officers,  civil  and  militia,  the  latter  especially, 
are  composed  of  able-bodied  men  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
forty-five  years. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  BROWNE, 

Colonel  and  Commandant. 

fSub-iuoloaure.] 

Report  of  civil  officers  in  the  State  of  Georgia  exempt  from  conscription. 


Governor  and  State-house  oflfcers   20 

Jadges  supreme  court  ,   8 

Clerks  supreme  court   2 

Jndgea  superior  court    16 

Senators   44 

Representatives   169 

JtisticeB of  the  peace..'.  ^   1,860 

Justices  inferior  court   660 

Solicitors   16 

Clerks  superior  court  -   132 

Deputy  clerks  superior  court  -   183 

Clerks  and  deputy  clerks  inferior  court  .._  -   264 

Ordinaries   183 

Deputy  ordinaries   188 

Sheriffs   188 

Deputy  sheriffs   182 

Constables   1,850 

Tax  collectors   1^ 

Tax  recetvers  -   183 

Jailers   188 

County  treasurers   132 

Coroners   132 

County  surveyors  ,   183 


Aggregate  :  5,478 
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Report  of  militia  officers  in  the  State  of  Georgia  exempt  fron^  wnacription. 

Adjutant  and  inspector  general   

QnartermRster-geDeral  •.  

ComraisFHry-general  

Snrgeon-generai    

Chief  of  ordnance  ^  ' 

Military  Btore-keeper  -  

Aides-de-camp   44 

Colonels.   18 

LientenantKJolfm^   89 

Majors   86 

Adjutants   86 

Sni^eons   18 

Assistant  sngeons   86 

Assistant  quartermaster-generals   86 

Assistant  commissaries   86 

Captains  !   549 

First  lieutenanta    549 

Second  lieutenants  :  1,098 

Aggregate  2,751 


Total  number  civil  officers   5, 478 

Total  number  militia  officers  2, 751 


Aggregate  i     8.239 

Hbadquartbrs  Conscript  Service,  Georgia, 

AtLQUsia^  November  26,  JS64. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Preston,  superintend- 
ent Bureau  of  Conscription. 

WM.  M.  BROWNE, 
Gdonel  and  Commandant  of  Conscriptst  Oeorgia. 

[iDcloBure  No.  3.] 

Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  June  i,  186J^ 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clark, 

Macon,  Miss.: 

Governor:  The  Secretary  of  War  referred  your  telegram  of  the 
13tii  of  May  to  this  Bureau  for  consideration  an^  reply.  The  act  of 
Congress  "to  organize  forces  to  serve  during  the  war,  approved  17tii 
of  February,  1864,"  General  Orders,  No.  26,  paragraph  II,  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  General's  Office,  and  the  instructions  of  this  Bureau 
under  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  designate  the  persons  to  be 
exempted  without  the  Governor's  certificate.  Article  2,  section  10,  of 
the  act  of  Congress  requires  that  there  shall  be  exempted  such  other 
officers  as  the  Governors  may  certify  to  be  necessary  for  the  proper 
administration  of  the  State  governments.  Your  Excellency  will 
readily  perceive  that  a  general  proclamation  by  a  Governor  designat- 
ing classes  or  individuals  would  not  afford  sufficient  testimony  to  the 
enrolling  officer  for  the  identification  of  the  persons  claiming  to 
belong  to  the  classes  or  to  be  the  individual  proclaimed  to  be 
exempted.  Such  identification  could  only  be  proved  by  the  claimant 
exhibiting  the  certificate  required  by  law.  An  enroUing  officer 
accepting  any  proof  less  certain  than  that  prescribed  in  emidiatic 
terms  by  the  act  of  Congress  would  certainly  be  derelict,  and  such 
admission  would  open  the  way  to  serious  detriment  to  the  service. 


Digitized  by 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES. 


871 


It  is  earnestly  hoped  by  the  Secretary  of  War  that  these  considera- 
tions will  induce  Your  Excellency  to  waive  the  demand  of  your  tele- 
graphic dispatch,  and  issue  the  legal  certificates  to  such  officers 
as  you  deem  necessary  for  the  proper  administration  of  the  State 
Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Colonel  and  SuperintenaenL 

[nicloenra  Ko.  4.] 

Monthlg  return  for  August,  2864,  enroUing  department  of  Oeorgia,  commanded  bff 
Col.  William  M.  Browne. 

NtJHBXB  AND  STATUS  OF  PEBSONS  SUPLOTBD  IN  BNItOLLIKO  DBPABTHKNT  OF 

GEOROIA. 


IKBOLLma  CORPS. 


Commanduit  of  conserlpt  , 

&4Jatant  and  assiBtautfl,  and  clerks  at 

headqaartern. 
Con^rBMional  district  and  enrolling  offl- 

esra. 

AMiatantsand  clsrks  to  enrolling  offloen.. 

SntMnrolUng  officers  , 

Asaiatuts  aind  clerks  tosnb-enroQlngtMS- 
cera. 

Inapecton  of  ooosoriptiou  

ChMfqurtermMter  

Adrijory  boards  


HKDIOAL  CORPS. 


Clilef  surgeon  at  beadauartArs. 
Examining  boards  and  clerks.  - 
SBTseoBS  at  camps  


CAMPS  or  INSTBDOnOH. 


Conmandant  of  eanps. 

Quartermaster  

Commissary ........... 

Adtatants  of  camps  ... 

Ml-msstera  

Ciaip  gnwds  


80PPOBTIHQ  rOROB. 


■     ■  oouipsnies. ......................... 

DissUed  soldiers  assigned,  paragraph  V, 
OrdenSe^JSO.  ^   *^  . 

Cmaoripta  assigned  under  section  8  

AhaentwlthleBTeo  

Abaent  wlthoot  leave  


lotid. 


17 


32 


II 


20 


12 


20 


36 


12 


SI  |S17 


187 


I  . 


135 


IM  \  130 


alTot  reckoned  In  total. 


1 

870 


1 
3 


1 
1 
1 
1 

11 
no 


us 

19 


1,043 
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Monthly  return  for  August,  IS64,  enroUing  department  of  Otorgia,  Ac — Ckmtimied. 
OPBKATIOVS  OF  EHBOLLDTG  DEPASTM XNT. 


Dnring  the  MMmth. 

Total  to  dateof  leporL 

CO 

Si 

Between  45 

II 

1 

488 
204 

46 
7 

sa 

106 
56 
83 

tt40 
2>7 
M 

7,943 
1,406 
1 

777 
49 

41 

1,778 
881 
»J 

10,  on 
i.8n 

IH 

13,079 

W2 

7S 

IM 

Ml 

0.03S 

883 

2,173 

Awfcnincnl  to  flsid  MrTioe; 
To  inrMtrv— 

.  8S 

E= 

81 

S7 

177 

9,m 

To  »rtiUe^— 

1 

1 

2 

725 

To  c»T*lry— 

1 

1 

586 

To  Kavy — 

2 

2 

300 

To  enginMra — 

n 

Bl 

ITS 

184  I  81 

S8 

273 

«,4«7 

AuunnMOt  nnder  secttoii  8 : 

IS 
12 
7 
4 

1 

lit  Iff7 

13  ,  130 
12  .  Ill 
4  1  49 
K  9S 

1 
1 
1 

13 
8 
fi 

07 
44 

20 
4 
1 

2 
1 

4 
s 

S4 

1 

13 

08 

171 

S 

Sft  1  909 

20 

6 

89 

187 

2 

1» 

156 

2 

2 

47 

2 

t 

a 

1 

1 

TMkI  

133 

1 

22 

146  1  638 

10 

88 

T2I 

Deeertera  and  abeenteea  withoat  leave  amated  and  ro(amed  to  the  Arpay  this  month  —   574 

Tot«l  ootDber  of  d<«aortere  and  abeesteea  arrested  and  returned  to  the  Army  to  date  4,  W 


NDUBER  AND  CLASSIFICATION  OF  EXEMPTIONS  UNDER  ACT. 


Claaaifloatlona. 

During  the  month. 

OnUtandlng  at  date  of 
report. 

to 

h 
a^ 

r- 

h 
I- 

19 

a" 

i 

IL 

■a 

a 

1 

182 

28 

225 

2,053 

81 

263 
1 
30 
66 
1 

2,I«T 
1 

1,013 
310 
IS 

,  J 

ue 

SO 

i 

6 
10 

57 
88 

•TO 
224 

IS 

2 
107 

8 

07 

Snperlntendent  and  pbyslctaiia  [to]  deaf,  domb, 
and  blind. 

2 
8 

2 
12 

3 

1 

'4 
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Jfbnf Aly  return  for  August  ^  1864,  tnrcUing  department  of  Georgia,  Ac. — Contmned. 

HUUBEB  AHD  CLASSOICATIOH  OF  BXSU^IONS  USDER  ACT— OonUnnsd. 


Classifioatlons. 


Stftt«  pnUio  printer  ud  emploTto . 


ApotheoriM . 


_  If  Bioiana. 

Prwldentii  and  teaelwFa  of  eoUaoH,  aobools,  tus 
Si^erintoi^cmta,  plij8loUnt,atia  nnxsw  la  pab- 

Over»eerB  and  i^criiiiUtiiiiata  

BailrMd  offiG«rs  and  emplojFto —  

Hail  contrw)l«n  

DrlTers  pMt  ooMhes  and  baoka  

Von-oomMtanta  , 

Foreirnera  

9rocaaref  WarDaparbnent  


Totd, 


I>nrlng  tbe  month. 


210 


11 


ttS 


19 


II 


28 


100 


7 
106 

31 


238 


11 


774 


Ontataadlng  at  date  of 
report. 


34 

302 
126 


874 
848 

7 
6 


11 


6,S88 


^1 
1^ 


109 


!3 

Is 


131 


860 


36 
383 
140 


1,048 
908 

7 


11 
0,653 


DSTAIL8  TOR  AORICULTDBAL  AlfD  KBCBSSABT  PVIffOSRS. 


daaalflaatlona. 


Agrieattnral  details : 

Owners  or  managera  with  over  16  hands — 
Owners  or  managers  with  between  10  and 
16  hands. 

Owners  or  manacora  with  betweeoS  and  10 
bands. 

Owners  or  managera  with  leas  than  6hMids. 
MiaceUaoeotia  


Total. 


On  Mcoont  of  pabllo  neoeaslty : 
To  rallroaa  oompaniea  — .... 

To  telegraph  eonpaniea  

Tonangatioii  oonpanleB  

To  cotton  and  woof  fhetoriea... 

To  poper-mUIa  

To  iron  ni&Dafhotories  

To  foundries  

To  printing  establlahmenta — 

To  Ore  department  

To  police  department  

Tonaaworka  

ToautmanuAetorles  

Shoemakera  

nnneia  

BlaekSBitha  

Millers  and  mill  enirlDeers  

HillwrighU  ....fTr.  

Ferrymen  

'Wheelvrighta  

'Wason  makers  

Ind^ent  oircnmstanoes  

Kzprees  company  

niiibr,Jastloe,and  neoesslty- 


Total 


Daring  the  month. 


81 


161 


88 


804 


9 

II 


13 


95 


44 


254 


11  103 

::::r "  6 


401 


Total  at  date  of  report. 


208 
107 


127 


517 


183 
8 
5 

162 
0 

13 
12 
2 


85 


24 
62 
20 
70 
01 
8 
I 
16 
8 
40 
40 
24 
51 

854 


is 


14 


10 


U 


4S 


1^ 
11 


140 


104 
47 


426 


273 
179 


208 


167 
80 


0B7 


84 


2 
29 

9 
35 
13 

6 

1 
11 
12 
64 

5 
104 
14 


23S 
8 
« 
1«7 
U 
13 
M 
4 


44 


SB 
98 

86 
lOS 
74 
18 
2 
27 
20 
Oft 
45 
182 
05 

1,284 


Digitized  by 


874  COBBESPONDENCB,  ETC. 


Monthly  return  for  Auffust,  1864,  enroUing  d^artvient  of  Otorgia,  (to. — ContiiiTiecL 
DKTAIL8  FOa  GOYEKtnCXRT  SEBTICX. 


ClMaieoBtloiu. 

• 

Dtulnic  the  montb. 

Total  at  date  of  r^cot. 

Between  18 
and  45. 

Between  17 
and  18. 

Between  46 
and  50. 

i 

l1 

t- 

gad 

S'5 
£  9 

1 

1 

H 

BnraanB  and  departments  (not  inolndlng  ooa- 
/  traclors  or  artiaana,  nieohanlos,  &o.): 

37 
U 

37 
19 

18 
21 
20 
15 
1 

g 
1 
1 

5 

105 
98 
115 
39 
20 
38 
0 
14 
23 
1 
« 

30 
55 
32 
6 
8 
6 
2 
7 
3 

135 
155 
149 
49 
S» 

a 

u 

38 
26 

1 
6 

E 

o 
3 
1 

7 

2 
2 
5 
1 
1 

15 
20 
13 
15 
'  1 
0 
1 
1 
5 

2 

J 

2 

Total  

128  2 

17 

147 

468 

13 

148 

629 

Of  oon tractors  to  farnlsh  suppUea: 

e 

3 

e 
* 

3 

26 

S 
2 
4 
8 

31 
8 
71 
28 
1 
1 
1 

1 

6 
04 
25 
1 
1 
1 

3 
22 

3 

2 

24 

1 
1 

I 
1 

38  1   

8 

41 

124 

3 

14 

141 

Of  artl&ana,  neoluuiles,  Sus. : 

2 
7 

2 

4 

7 

97 

76 
1 

5 
47 
26 

5 
2 

23 

7 
1 

m 

89 

s 

51 
26 

To  contraoton  vith  Qnartermaater'a  De- 

To  contractora  witb  Commiaaai;  Depart- 

1 
U 

2 

1 
4B 

2 

2 

2 

2 

To  contractors  with  Ordnance  Department 

To  contractors  with  Engineer  Depitrtment 

2 
B 

2 
10 

To  contractors  with  Navy  Department  

7 

7 

1 

To  contractors  wtth  Fosi-Offloe  Department 

To  contractors  with  Medical  Department... 

8 

3 

4 

4 

To  contractors  with  Treasury  Department 

To  contractora  with  Niter  and  Mining 

3 

3 

ISt 

2 

12 

195 

Total  

«9 

2 

2 

73 

451 

U  1  46 

MB 

IlBADQUABTERS  CONSCRIPTION  SERVICE,  GEORGIA, 

Augtistat  September  13,  I864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Preston,  superin- 
tendent Bureau  of  Gonscriptiou. 

WM.  M.  BROWNE, 

Colonel  and  CommandanL 
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Department  of  Justice, 

Michmondy  November  30,  186^. 

The  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  The  act  of  Congress  of  June  14,  1864,  authorizes  the  Snrgeon- 
General  and  Commissaiy-Oeneral,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  sup- 
plies of  whisky,  brandy,  and  other  spirituous  liquors  for  the  Army 
and  hospitals,  to  establish  distilleries  for  the  manufacture  of  the  same 
instead  of  resorting  to  contracts.  I  learn  from  the  papers  transmitted 
by  you  that  under  the  authority  of  the  act  the  Surgeon-General  has 
established  a  distillery  at  Buchanan,  in  the  State  of  Vii^inia,  for  the 
purpose  of  distilling  spirituous  liquors  exclusively  for  the  Army  and 
hospitals,  and  that  the  circuit  court  for  Botetourt  County,  under  the 
authority  of  a  law  of  Virginia  prohibiting  distillation,  has  issued  an 
attachment  ordering  the  sheriff  to  seize  and  take  into  his  possession 
the  distillery,  grain,  and  all  the  material  belonging  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  a  criminal  prosecution  has  been  instituted  in  said 
conrt  gainst  the  officer  having  the  management  of  the  distillery  for 
the  Government. 

Upon  examination  of  the  several  statutes  of  Vii^inia  upon  the 
subject  of  distillation  it  would  seem  to  be  the  better  construction 
that  the  prohibitions  which  they  declare  are  directed  not  against  the 
operations  of  the  Confederate  Government  in  manufacturing  spiritu- 
ous liquors  by  its  own  agents  and  exclusively  for  its  own  use,  but 
against  those  of  private  citizens  distilling  under  contracts  with  the 
Government.  But  admitting  this  view  to  be  incorrect  and  assuming 
the  action  taken  in  this  case  to  be  authorized  by  those  statutes,  then 
they  are  in  this  respect  plainly  unconstitutional. 

Virginia,  in  common  with  her  sister  States,  has  accepted  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Confederate  States  as  her  supreme  law,  which  dis- 
places and  overrules  all  other  conflicting  laws.  That  Constitution 
confers  upon  Congress  in  the  fullest  and  broadest  terms  the  power 
"to  raise  and  support  armies."  Of  what  avail  is  this  power  if  it  can 
be  so  easily  rendered  nugatory  by  State  legislation?  If  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  States  can  prohibit  and  prevent  any  one  of  the  steps 
necessary  in  the  process  of  raising  and  supporting  armies,  they  may 
prohibit  and  prevent  them  all.  If  they  can  prohibit  the  manufacture 
by  the  Government  of  hospital  supplies,  they  can  prohibit  the  manu- 
facture of  powder,  arms,  and  all  the  munitions  of  war,  and  the  enlist- 
ment of  men,  and  so  the  whole  war  power  of  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment would  be  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  the  State  Legislatures.  I 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  elaborate  the  argument,  as  the  very  point  in 
qnestion  has  lately  been  twice  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Attorney-General  and  decided  in  accordance  with  the  views  here 
expressed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  copies  of  the  opinions  of  18th  of 
December,  1863,  and  7th  of  March,  1864,  in  which  you  will  find  the 
subject  fully  considered.  In  regard  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  by 
the  Government,  upon  which  I  am  requested  to  advise  you,  as  a  con- 
flict of  force  with  the  authorities  of  a  State  ought  only  to  be  resorted 
to  in  a  case  of  extreme  emergency,  if  ever,  there  is  but  one  remedy 
left,  and  that  is  to  defend  the  suits  in  the  court  below,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, take  them  by  appeal  to  the  highest  tribunal  of  the  State.  I 
have  every  confidence  that  they  will  be  adjudicated  by  that  tribunal 
with  a  due  regard  to  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  Confederate 
States,  as  well  as  to  those  of  the  State  of  Virginia. 
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As  the  Snrgeon-Greneral  intimates  that  delay  may  be  injurious,  and 
as  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  is  so  soon  to  assemble,  I  respectfully 
suggest  that  the  matter  be  laid  before  the  Governor,  with  a  request 
that  he  will  call  it  to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  and  thus  give 
them  an  occasion,  of  which  I  doubt  not  they  will  readily  avail  them- 
selves, so  to  modify  their  legislation  as  not  to  interfere  with  the 
exercise  of  the  just  powera  of  the  Confederate  States. 


Sir:  It  appears  from  the  papers  submitted  for  my  opinion  that  in 
September,  1862,  a  contract  was  made  with  the  medical  purveyor,  C.  S. 
Army,  by  a  citizen  of  Virginia  to  supply  the  Confederate  Government 
with  whisky  for  army  purposes.  On  the  12th  of  Mareh,  1863,  the  Leg- 
islaturo  of  Virginia  declared  it  a  penal  offense  for  any  person  there- 
after "to  make  or  cause  to  be  made  any  whisky  or  other  spirituous  or 
malt  liquors  out  of  any  com,  wheat,  rye,  or  other  grain,"  and  at  a 
subsequent  session,  on  the  Slst  of  October,  1863,  it  expressly  prohib- 
ited, under  severe  penalties,  the  fplflUment  of  any  contract  for  mak- 
ing of  ardent  spirits  which  had  been  or  might  thereafter  be  made  with 
the  Confederate  Government  or  any  of  its  agents.  The  question  pre- 
sented is  whether  the  present  distillation  of  whisky  from  grain  in  Vir- 
ginia under  the  contract  subjects  the  contractor  to  the  statutory  penal- 
ties. It  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  our  public  law  that  sovereignty 
belongs  only  to  the  people  of  each  State.  The  people  of  each  State, 
by  virtue  of  their  sovereignty,  have  established  two  distinct  govern- 
ments— the  State  government,  established  by  the  separate  action  of 
the  people  of  each  State;  the  Confederate  Government,  by  the  people 
of  each  State,  acting  in  a  sovereign  and  independent  character  hi  con- 
junction with  the  peoples  of  the  other  States.  Both  governments 
were  established  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  created  them,  the  Suite 
government  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  State,  the  Confeder- 
ate Government  for  the  benefit  of  the  peoples  of  the  several  Conf ed* 
erate  States. 

Certain  powers  were  delegated  to  the  Confederate  Government,  and 
certain  powers  were  intrusted  to  the  State  government.  It  was  not 
intended  that  either  government  should  be  a  check  or  an  obstacle 
to  the  legitimate  action  of  the  other,  and  hence  it  was  declared 
that  powers  not  delegated  were  i-eserved;  and  it  was  provided  that 
the  legitimate  action  of  the  Confederate  Government  should  be  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land.  But  neither  government  can  act  directly 
upon  the  other,  except  in  certain  judicial  cases.  They  are  distinct 
and  independent  governments,  acting  separately,  but  acting  upon 
the  same  persons  and  the  same  things.  Both  are  governments  of 
powers  limited  in  number,  and  in  some  cases  at  least  limited  in  extent. 
The  powers  ai'e  express  and  implied,  and  so  also  are  the  limitations 
express  and  implied.  Thus  the  power  of  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment to  raise  armies  cannot  be  so  exercised  as  to  destroy  the  State 
government  by  the  conscription  of  the  officers  necessary  to  its  exist- 
ence; nor  under  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  can  Congress  lay 
a  tax  upon  a  state-house,  or  upon  a  county  jail,  or  upon  the  iuoome 


GEO.  DAVIS, 

AUomey-  OeneraL 


[iDoluBuro  Ho  1.] 


Department  of  Justice, 

Richmond,  December  IS,  1863. 


Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon, 


Secretary  of  War: 
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of  a  State.  These  are  but  examples.  So  a  State  government,  though 
its  power  of  texation  be  nnljmited  by  express  words,  cannot  tax  the 
unonnt  of  customs  received  by  the  Confederate  colLeetor  at  a  sea-port 
town  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  nor  the  dock-yards,  nor  the  foun- 
dries, nor  the  amount  of  direct  taxes  in  the  hands  of  a  tax  col- 
lector of  the  Confederate  Govemraent.  These  are  but  examples  also, 
and  to  them  may  be  added  this  farther  iUustiation.  The  State 
government  has  the  power,  unlimited  by  express  words,  to  define 
and  panish  future  offenses,  and  yet  it  cannot  punish  as  an  offense  an 
act  which  the  Confederate  Government  has  the  power  to  authorize 
and  which  is  done  under  its  authority.  If  the  party  exceeds  the 
aathority  under  which  he  acts  or  the  anthorlty  itself  exceeds  the 
power,  Uie  party  is,  of  course,  amenable  to  the  State  law  for  his 
action  so  far  as  it  is  not  within  the  constitntionat  authority  of  the 
Confederate  Ctovernment.  Powers  cannot  be  executed  by  the  mere 
written  expremion  of  legislative  wilL  Men  mdst  be  employed  to 
execute  and  means  must  be  used  to  fulfill,  and  any  men  may  be 
employed  and  any  means  may  be  used  not  expressedly  nor  impliedly 
prohibited  by  the  principles  of  our  public  law.  Thus,  under  the 
powers  to  declare  war  and  support  armies  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment is  authorized  to  procure  powder.  It  may  employ  agents  to 
porchase  it  in  foreign  countries  or  it  may  establish  mills  and  employ 
persons  to  manufacture  it,  or  it  may  contract  with  citizens  of  the 
several  States  to  manufacture  it  in  mills  of  their  own.  There  is  no 
principle  of  public  law  which  expressly  or  impliedly  prohibits  the 
Confederate  Government  from  manufacturing  x>owder  within  a  State, 
nor  any  which  prohibits  the  citizens  of  a  State  from  contracting  with 
the  Confederate  Government  to  manufacture  it  within  the  limits  of  a 
State.  Nor  is  there  any  such  prohibition  upon  the  use  of  the  materials 
employed  In  making  powder.  And  therefore  it  is  that  a  citizen  of  a 
State  who  is  manufacturing  powder  exclusively  for  the  use  of  the 
Confederate  Government  nnder  a  contract  with  it  cannot  be  sub- 
iected  to  the  penalties  of  a  State  law  forbidding  it.  But  if  he  were 
to  manufacture  also  for  himself  or  for  other  individuals  or  for  other 
governments  he  would  be  liable  to  all  the  penalties  of  the  State  law. 
Andso  is  the  rule  in  regard  to  provisions,  medicines,  and  other  army 
Bopplies.  Spirituous  liquors  being  amongst  the  supplies  required  for 
the  Army,  my  opinion  is  that  persons  who  manufacture  whisky  in 
Virginia  exclusively  for  the  Confederate  Government  under  a  con- 
tnet  with  it  are  not  liable  to  the  penalties  of  the  State  statutes.  It  is 
true  tiiat  great  frauds  may  be  practiced  upon  the  policy  of  a  State 
under  cover  of  such  a  contraet.  But  all  powers  and  trusts  are  liable 
to  be  abused,  and  abuse  furnishes  as  little  evidence  of  the  non-exist- 
enoe  of  a  power  as  the  exercise  of  a  power  does  of  its  existence. 

Some  of  the  dlfftcnlties  in  questions  of  this  kind  may  be  seen  in 
McCuUoch,  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  oZ. ,  4  Wheaton,  316 ;  Osborn  vs. 
the  U.  S.  Bank,  9  Wheaton,  738;  Weston  vs.  the  City  Council  of 
Charleston,  2  Peters,  449;  License  Cases,  5  Howard,  504;  Passenger 
Cases,  7  Howard,  283,  &c.,  and  in  the  works  of  John  Taylor,  of  Caro- 
line. It  is  easy  to  find  cases  which  may  readily  be  determined  in 
favor  of  the  State,  and  as  easy  to  find  cases  which  may  as  i*eadily  be 
detemined  in  favor  of  the  Confederate  Government,  but  the  difficul- 
ties are  in  ascertaining  the  principle  upon  which  they  are  determined 
ftnd  in  giving  to  that  principle  a  precision  of  expression.  Take  these 
cases:  The  Confederate  Gtoveniment  has  the  power  to  raise  armira  by 
conscription,  yet  it  cannot  conscribe  and  liberate  a  person  imprisoned 
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under  a  criminal  process  of  a  State.  It  has  the  power  to  tax,  yet  it 
cannot  lay  a  tax  upon  the  public  buildings  of  a  State.  It  has  the 
power  to  impress,  yet  it  cannot  impress  the  governmental  property  of 
a  State  nor  property  in  the  governmental  use  of  a  State.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  State  has  the  power  to  tax,  and  yet  it  cannot  tax  the 
Confederate  ships  of  war  which  lie  in  its  waters,  nor  can  it  tax  a 
dock-yard  belonging  to  the  Confederate  States,  nor  its  foundries.  It 
has  the  power  to  define  and  pani^  offenses,  and  yet,  as  has  been 
said,  it  cannot  punish  an  act  done  under  legitimate  authority  of 
the  Confederate  Government.  In  tliese  oases  it  is  the  use  of  a  per- 
son, or  the  use  or  ownership  of  a  thing  which  excepts  the  person  or 
thing  from  the  operation  of  the  other  government.  The  use  of  a 
person  by  the  Confederate  (Government,  for  example,  does  not  dis-  t 
charge  such  person  from  other  liability  to  State  law.  Hence,  if  the  i 
person  employed  by  the  Confederate  Government  to  distill  spirituous  ' 
liquors  commits  murder  or  larceny,  or  exceeds,  as  has  been  said,  the  \ 
authority  given  in  the  particular  case,  he  may  be  seized  by  the  State 
and  subjected  to  the  penalties  prescribed  by  its  statutes.  There  are  I 
four  closes  of  cases  in  which  the  exercise  of  powers  may  present 
questions  of  this  kind: 

First.  Cases  of  exclosive  power  in  one  government 

Second.  Cases  of  concurrent  powers. 

Third.  Cases  in  which  dissimilar  powers  are  exercised  npon  the 
same  person  or  thing. 

Fourth.  Cases  in  which  the  person  or  thing  upon  which  the  power  , 
is  exercised  is  governmental,  as  in  the  cases  above  stated,  of  a  state- 

house,  &c. 

In  none  of  these  cases,  however,  can  there  ever  be  a  conflict  of. 
power,  according  to  the  true  theory  of  the  governmente,  for  whenever 
there  is  a  rightful  exercise  of  power  upon  a  person  or  thing  by  one 
government  there  is  an  absence  of  opposing  power  in  the  other. 
Many  cases  may  be  resolved  by  remembering,  whether  it  be  in  one 
government  or  the  other,  that  military  authority  is  subordinate  to 
civil  authority,  and  that  criminal  jurisdiction  is  not  affected  by  the 
other  branch  of  civil  authority,  except  where  the  civil  antiiority  itself 
is  made  penal,  as  in  this  case. 

But  I  need  not  pursue  the  point.    The  contract  was  a  lawful  one  at 
the  time  it  was  made,  and  the  subsequent  legislation  of  the  State  can- 
not have  the  effect  to  make  tlie  performance  of  it  illegal  and  thus  to 
render  it  null  and  void,  for  that  would  be  a  violation  of  the  constitn-  i 
tional  provision  which  prohibits  a  State  from  passing  any  law  impaii> 
ing  the  obligation  of  contracts.    The  prohibition  is  general,  and  i 
excludes  both  executed  and  executory  contracts.    Any  contract  which  ' 
can  be  impaired  by  a  State  law  must,  therefore,  be  an  exception  to  j 
the  prohibitory  provision.    But  there  is  no  principle  which  excepts 
contracts  with  the  Confederate  Government  for  army  supplies  from  ' 
the  constitutional  provision.    The  impairing  of  the  obligation  of  such 
contracte  is  therefore  prohibited  to  the  States,  and  the  prohibition:  in 
this  way  operates  as  a  limitation  upon  the  general  powers  of  the  States 
to  define  and  punish  offenses. 

A  State  has,  however,  the  undoubted  right  to  make  and  enforce 
police  i-egulations;  not  regulations  which  shall  defeat  the  legitimate 
action  of  the  Confederate  Government,  but  regulations  to  inspect,  for 
example,  the  conduct  of  the  men  and  the  use  of  the  means  employed 
by  the  Confederate  Government,  and  to  secure  the  punishment  of  any 
unauthorized  action  on  the  part  of  its  agents,  employes,  or  contractor 


879 


'which  is  in  violation  of  the  State  laws.  Both  governments  in  this 
way  exercise  their  legitimate  powers  and  all  conflict  is  avoided,  and 
thas  that  harmony  of  action  is  preserved  which  the  people  intended, 
and  which  every  good  citizen  desires  so  earnestly  to  promote  in  gov- 
ernments equally  his  own. 

In  conclusion  it  is  perhaps  well  to  say  that  the  ground  upon  which 
this  case  ought  to  rest  is  the  first  one,  viz,  tliat  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment has  the  express  power  *'  to  support  armies;"  that  any  means 
may  be  used  which  are  "necessary  and  proper"  to  obtain  supplies  for 
that  support;  that  a  contract  with  a  citizen  of  a  State  is  a  means  of 
obtaining  them,  and  that  it  is  a  means  both  necessary  and  proper; 
that  a  State  has  not  the  x>ower  to  forbid  the  fulfillment  of  a  contract 
vrhioh  the  Confederate  Government  has  the  authority  to  make^  and 
that,  therefore,  the  act  of  the  12th  of  March  does  not  apply  to  such 
a  contractor,  and  the  act  of  the  31st  of  October,  expressly  forbidding 
the  fulfillment  of  such  a  contract,  is  a  nullity. 
Your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  S.  R.  MAUiORT, 

Secretary  of  the  Na/vy: 

Sib:  Tour  letter  of  the  3d  instant  informs  me  that  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment is  erecting  a  distillery  in  South  Carolina  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
distilling  whisky  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States; 
that  the  Governor  of  that  State  has  required  your  agent  to  discontinue 
the  work  on  the  ground  that  the  laws  of  the  State  prohibit  the  estab- 
lishment of  distilleries,  and  the  question  you  propose  is,  how  far  the 
State  has  the  power  to  prohibit  distillation  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 
The  qneslion  has  very  lately  been  before  this  Department  and  received 
a  careful  consideration.  A  contract  had  been  made  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment with  a  citizen  of  Virginia  to  supply  the  Army  with  whisky. 
Afterward  the  L^islatnre  of  Virginia  passed  an  act  which  expressly 
prohibited,  under  severe  penalties,  the  mlfillment  of  any  contract  for 
distilling  ardent  spirits  which  had  been  or  might  thereafter  be  made 
with  the  Confederate  Government  or  any  of  its  agents.  The  ques- 
tion was  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Attorney-General 
ad  Interim,  Judge  Keyes,  who  held,  in  an  elaborate  opinion  (a  copy 
of  which  I  send  inclosed*),  that  the  act  of  Virginia  was  unconstitu- 
tional and  void.  In  that  conclusion  I  fully  concur.  That  was  the 
case  of  a  citizen  of  the  unwilling  State  contracting  with  the  Govern- 
ment to  furnish  supplies ;  but  the^resent  case  is  much  stronger.  It  is 
that  of  the  Government  itself,  through  one  of  Its  departments,  manufac- 
turing necessary  supplies  by  its  own  agents  and  exclusively  for  its 
own  use.  I  can  see  no  foundation  whatever  for  any  authority  in  a 
State  thus  to  obstruct  the  action  of  the  Government.  The  States  by 
their  own  voluntary  consent  have  made  the  Constitution  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  their  supreme  law,  before  which  all  other  laws  must  yield. 
That  Constitution  empowers  Congress  "to*provide  and  maintain  a 
navy."  A  State  cannot  prevent  Congress  from  providing  a  navy  by 
prohibiting  the  building  of  ships  or  the  enlistment  of  seamen  within 
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I  its  borders.    Keither  can  it  prevent  the  maintenance  of  a  navy  already 

provided  by  prohibiting  the  procurement  of  the  necessary  snppliee. 
'  Both  powers  are  full  and  complete}  and  are  limited  only  by  the  exigen- 

I  eies  of  the  public  service.   Hiey  were  intended  to  be  beyond  the 

I  control  of  the  States,  and  they  must  be  so,  or  else  they  become  a  mve 

uullity. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  DAVIS, 

Attomey-GenerdL 


Officb  CoHHANDAirr  OF  Conscripts, 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  November  SO,  JS64. 

John  C.  Bubch, 

Asst.  Adjt  Oen.j  Hdgrs.  Reserve  Forces,  Montgomery,  Ala.: 

The  unwillingness  with  which  conscripts  now  talie  service  in  the 
Anny,  the  tardiness  with  which  men  return  to  their  commands  at 
the  expiration  of  furloughs,  and  the  presence  of  a  very  large  and 
increasing  number  of  deserters  from  the  Army,  as  well  as  the  great 
reluctance  with  which  citizens  respond  to  the  call  for  the  impressment 
or  employment  of  slave  labor,  make  it  absolut«ly  necessary  that  offi- 
cers employed  in  the  conscription  service  should  be  supplied  with  an 
adequate  and  effective  force  to  enable  them  to  enforce  orders  pre- 
scribing and  r^ulating  their  duties.  There  are  now  on  the  "Deserter 
book"  of  this  office  the  names  of  7,994  deserters  or  absentees  from 
Alabama  regiments  in  the  armies  of  Tennessee  and  Korthem  Vir- 
ginia. These  names  have  all  been  recorded  since  the  1st  day  of  April, 
1864.  The  monthly  report  of  this  office  for  October,  1864,  shows  that 
4,323  of  these  men  have  been  returned  to  their  commands,  leaving 
3,671  still  reported  as  absent  and  in  the  State.  Within  the  last  two 
months,  and  since  Atlanta  fell,  no  lists  of  deserters  have  been  fur- 
nished from  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  though  information  from  nearly 
every  county  of  the  State  shows  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
deserters  and  absentees  from  the  Army,  so  that  the  number  may  be 
safely  set  downi  at  6,000,  making  an  average  of  nearly  300  to  the 
county.  In  many  of  the  counties  of  this  State  bordering  on  Florida, 
Georgia,  and  Mississippi  officers  of  the  conscription  service  are 
totally  unable  to  enforce  orders,  because  of  the  presence  of  armed 
bands  of  deserters  and  tory  citizens.  In  addition  Xo  the  above,  I 
have  been  furnished  by  Brig.  Gen.  D.  W.  Adams  with  a  list  of  351 
absentees  or  deserters  from  eight  companies  of  the  Third  Rf^iment 
of  Alabama  Reserves,  whose  furloughs  expired  on  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber. These  men  are  all  over  forty-five  years  of  age  and  are  residents 
of  the  counties  of  Marengo,  Greenj,  Sumter,  Pickens,  Perry,  Dallas, 
Shelby,  Bibb,  Tuscaloosa,  Talladega,  and  Randolph.  The  lowest 
number  of  absentees  given  from  any  one  company  is  thirty-seven; 
the  highest  sixty-nine. 

Ko  list  has  been  furnished  from  one  company  of  the  regiment,  as 
there  are  no  officers  present  to  furnish  the  list.  Information  from 
other  companies  of  reserves  shows  a  like  number  of  absentees  and 
deserters.  These  lists  of  absentees  from  the  reserves  exhibit  proof 
of  the  fact  that  the  ordeta  of  the  major-general  commanding  and  the 
Secretary  of  War  are  totally  disregarded  in  some  of  the  most  wealthy 
and  enlightened  counties  in  the  State.  It  devolves  upon  enrolling 
officers  to  return  all  those  men  to  their  commands  and  enforce  the 
orders  of  the  War  Department  iu  relation  to  the  impressment  and 
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forwarding  of  slaves,  in  addition  to  their  legitimate  duties  of  enroll- 
ing conscripts  and  forwarding  them  to  camps  of  instruction.  Under 
existing  oMers  and  regulations  only  one  commissioned  officer  ia 
allowed  to  a  county,  and  he  must  be  a  disabled  of&cer.  Each  dis- 
abled county  officer  is  allowed  three  light-duty  men  as  assistants  and 
three  men  over  fort}''-five  years  of  age  to  act  as  members  of  the 
Advisory  Board.  One  company^  composed  of  old  men  or  men  unfit 
for  field  service,  is  allowed  to  each  Congressional  district  as  a  sup- 
porting force.  Tliese  companies,  divided  into  detachments,  give  an 
average  of  about  twelve  or  fifteen  men  to  each  county.  These  de- 
tachments have  never  been  furnished  with  arms  or  equipments  by  the 
Government,  though  requisitions  have  been  rei)eatedly  made.  They 
are  only  partially  armed  with  almost  worthless  guns,  such  as  could  be 
picked  up  through  the  country.  The  supply  of  ammunition  is  very 
small,  and,  of  course,  entirely  unauited  to  the  guns  in  a  majority  of 
cases.  So  the  force  in  each  county  may  be  summed  up  as  follows: 
Commissioned  officers  (disabled),  1;  assistants  (disabled  soldiers),  3; 
Advisory  Board  (old  men),  3;  supporting  force  (old  men  and  disabled 
men,  unarmed),  15;  total,  22.  It  is  plain  that  more  armed  men  are 
required  to  perform  the  labor  now  required  of  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
scription in  this  State,  and  unless  material  strength  is  added  it  will 
be  impossible  to  execute"  orders  with  that  promptness  which  the 
necessities  of  the  general  service  so  imperatively  demand.  The  fail- 
ure on  the  part  of  the  reserves  to  reassemble  in  obedience  to  ordera 
pives  hope  to  the  disloyal  and  great  encouragement  to  deserters  from 
the  Regular  Army  to  remain  at  home  and  resist  authority.  I  have 
written  this  much  with  the  hope  that  the  major-general  in  charge  of 
conscription  in  this  State  ma^-  be  able  to  provide  an-adequate  remedy 
or  make  such  representations  to  the  Secretary  of  War  as  will  secure 
the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  LOCKHART, 
lAevienant- Colonel  and  Commandant^  Alabama. 

[Firnt  IndoiMmmt.] 

Headquarters  Rbservb  Forces  of  Alabama, 

Montgomery^  December  J,  1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded,  earnestly  invoking  the  attention  of  the 
Department  to  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  conscript  service  in 
this  State,  as  correctly  represented  in  this  communication.  For  the 
correction  of  the  evil  and  enforcement  of  the  laws  the  present  system 
is  most  inadequate.  A  supporting  force  composed  of  parties  unfit 
for  field  service  or  over  forty-five  years  of  age  is  absolutely  worthless 
under  the  now  existing  circumstances.  Those  unfit  for  field  service 
are  physically  incapacitated  for  the  active,  enei^etic,  and  continuous 
service  demanded  to  be  efficient ;  and  those  over  forty-five  years  of  age 
have  no  heart  for  the  work,  are  discontented,  undisciplined,  homesick, 
selfish,  and  have  shown  themselves  unreliable.  In  addition  to  the  arms 
called  for  by  the  commandant  (and  which  without  radical  changes  in 
the  system  would  avail  nothing),  if  the  Government  will  confer  on  me 
authority  to  raise  and  accept  volunteer  companies  of  boys  sixteen  years 
of  age,  officered  by  cadets  from  the  university,  and  to  organize  into  a 
brigade  the  entire  reserve  cavalry,  so  as  to  give  force  to  the  zeal  of 
the  boy  companies,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  give  assurances  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  present  disgraceful  demoralization  in  the  State,  as  truly 
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represented  hy  Lientenant-Colonel  Lockhart,  shall  not  be  permitted 
to  continue  m&ny  months. 

J.  M.  WITHERS, 

Major-  Qeneral. 

[Soeond  IndormMOt-l 

Wab  Dbpabtmknt,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Richmond,  December  28,  J86i. 

Respectfully  referred  for  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  existence  of  the  evils  allnded  to, 
but  (as  explained  by  Major-General  Withers)  the  Bureau  is  without 
adequate  means  and  agencies  to  remedy  them.  Perhaps  the  vlevs  \ 
expressed  in  the  demerits  of  the  material  of  the  supporting  force  are 
too  gloomy;  but  there  is  a  difficulty  about  so  officering  them  and 
controlling  them  as  to  attain  enei^  and  activity  when  we  have  to 
look  mainly  to  disabled  material.  The  practical  suggestions  of  the 
general  of  reserves  seem  to  merit  consideratioD.  As  exhibiting  the 
necessity  for  proper  and  sufficient  material  for  this  important  work, 
it  may  not  be  inappropriate  here  to  state  that  there  has  been  issued 
from  this  Bureau  since  the  Ist  of  September,  1864,  a  separate  order  in 
each  case  for  the  arrest  and  return  of  30,000  absentees  and  deserters 
to  their  commands. 

G.  W.  LAY, 

lAeutenafU-C^iltmel  and  Acting  Superint&wenL 

[TUid  IndorMtnent.] 

Dbcbhbeb  30, 1864. 

Adjutant-Gbnkbal  : 

Do  not  the  powers  of  the  commandant  of  reserves  authorize  him  to 
do  all  required  above  except  organize  youths  of  sixteen  ?  I  doubt 
the  policy  of  that  measure,  and,  besides,  fear  the  President  would 
not  sanction  officers  so  young,  &c.  Advise. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secr^ry. 

rTonrth  indonenwDt.) 

Adjtttant  and  Inspectob.  Gbneral's  Officb, 

January  14y  1866. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

No  returns  or  other  information  in  regard  to  these  supporting 
forces  are  forwarded  to  this  office.  They  have  been  organized  under 
'the  orders  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscription,  and  were  originally  com- 
posed of  light-duty  men  and  men  found  unfit  for  field  service.  Since 
the  reserves  have  been  organized  the  generals  commanding  have  been 
authorized  to  detail  reserves  for  this  service.  It  would  seem,  there- 
fore, that  General  Withers  has  power  to  reform  these  oi:^nizations 
by  the  detail  of  men  suited  to  the  duty  from  the  reserve  force.  Prob- 
ably the  demands  for  active  service  at  Mobile  have  made  It  inexpe- 
dient for  him  to  do  so.  If  that  be  the  case,  it  does  not  appear  that 
any  action  of  the  War  Department  can  remedy  the  difficulty,  unless 
the  organization  he  suggests  be  authorized.  That  authority  would 
be  contrary  t<o  the  almost  uniform  policy  of  the  Dex>artment. 

By  Older: 

JOHN  BLAIR  HOGE, 

Assistant  Adjvia'ni-OenerciL 
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[Flflh  Indonement.] 

January  23,  1866, 

Adjutant-General: 

Indorsement  of  Major  Hoge  approved.  Answer  General  Withers, 
as  suggested,  and  say  that  though  the  Department  has  doubted  the 
policy  of  enlisting  youths  under  seventeen,  he  is  authorized  with 
assent  of  parents  to  do  so  as  far  he  deems  expedient. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 


War  Departusnt,  Bxjreau  of  Conscription, 

Richmond^  .* 

Hon.  William  Porcher  Miles: 

My  Bear  Sir  :  In  submitting  a  portion  of  my  last  rejwrt  on  the 
matter  of  conscription,  together  with  a  few  other  papers,t  to  your 
inspection,  will  you  allow  me  to  add,  by  way  of  indirect  comment, 
some  reflections  on  the  policy  of  the  laws?  In  these  papers  the  ques- 
tion at  issue  is  not  whether  Major-Greneral  Kemper  or  Brigadier- 
General  Preston  shall  control  conscription,  nor  even  whether  the 
general  of  reserves  or  the  superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscrip- 
tion shall  administer  the  law  of  Congress  under  the  Instruction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  although  I  think,  with  respect  to  the  latter,  a 
question  ought  to  be  firmly  made.  The  true  issue  is,  whether  the  law 
of  Congress  is  that  conscription  is  to  be  determined  by  pnre  militfuy 
anthority  and  administered  by  military  force,  and  on  principles  of 
mere  military  regulation,  or  whether  it  is  a  law  covering  and  protect- 
ing civil  and  personal  rights,  and  at  the  same  time  providing  that 
the  wants  of  the  Government  are  to  be  supplied  by  a  process  which, 
after  adjudication,  may  be  enforced  by  military  power.  To  my  mind 
there  can  be  no  clearer  exposition  of  the  meaning  of  the  law  than  is 
fairly  deducible  from  its  affirmations  and  omissions.  The  predomi- 
nant and  pervading  principle,  inferable  from  every  clause,  is  that 
Congress  intended  to  make  a  law  which  would  keep  as  distinct  as 
(under  the  circumstances  of  the  country)  could  by  jwssibility  be 
achieved  the  creation  and  maintenance  of  the  armies  from  their 
organization  and  movement.  The  principle  is  one  which  no  nation, 
viae  toward  its  strength  and  liberty,  has  ever  departed  from,  except 
under  the  exigency  of  despotic  military  rulers,  or  the  last  extrem- 
ity," as  it  was  called  in  Rome,  when  dictators  were  appointed. 

In  ordinary  wars,  where  levies  are  made  for  foreign  or  local  service, 
it  is  a  matter  of  course  that  armies  are  raised  by  ordinary  civil 
agencies;  but  in  wai*8  in  which  the  whole  population  and  the  whole 
production  of  a  country  (the  soldiers  and  the  subsistence  of  armies) 
are  to  be  put  on  a  war  footing,  where  every  institution  is  to  be  made 
auxiliary  to  war,  where  every  citizen  and  every  industry  is  to  have 
for  the  time  but  the  one  attribute — that  of  contributing  to  the  public 
defense — then  there  must  be  established  new  forms  of  power,  fitted 
for  the  grave  duty  of  directing  and  controlling  these  contributions, 
with  least  injury  to  the  citizen,  least  danger  to  public  liberty,  and 

*  Without  date,  bat  probably  written  late  in  November  or  early  in  December, 
1864. 

t  Papers  referred  to  not  found  as  inclosares  and  not  otherwise  identified.  Bnt 
see  Preston  to  Davis  and  Seddon.  October  18;  Preston  to  Seddon,  October  20; 
Preston  to  Seddon,  October  22 ;  Preston  to  Campbell,  November  8,  and  Preston 
to  Seddon,  November  5,  pp.  737.  743,  744, 760,  785. 
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most  vigor  in  the  public  defense.  The  Congress  has  cautiously  desig- 
nated what  these  contributions  shall  be,  and  because  we  are  iu  the 
state,  iu  the  circumstances,  of  war,  has  designated  their  supreme  war 
minister  to  administer  them.  It  is  just  here,  then,  where,  in  view  of 
the  public  welfare,  the  public  liberty,  and  the  public  defense  (and 
the  fact  that  the  two  first  are  dependent  on  the  strength  of  the  last), 
tliat  the  wisest  caution  and  most  prudent  direction  are  to  be  exer- 
cised. The  supreme  Congress  must  yield  largely  to  executive  and 
ministerial  authority;  but  the  case  has  never  occurred  in  modem 
days  when  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  yield  to  the  extent  of  giving  to 
military  force  the  authority  to  determine  the  rights  of  citizens,  and 
to  choose  the  means  of  creating  and  maintaining  the  armies.  After 
such  lights  and  such  means  are  iudicatecl  by  law,  and  the  war  minis- 
ter determines  them  in  a  state  of  war,  the  provisions  of  the  public 
defense  may  be  enforced  by  military  powers.  The  executive  and 
ministerial  departments  are  then  bound  to  decide  on  these  rights  and 
means,  according  to  the  law,  by  tribunals  instituted  in  the  spirit  of 
the  law,  and  to  enforce  them  so  as  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
condition  (of  war)  of  the  country. 

As  yet  1  am  not  aware  that  any  wise  or  honest  executive  has  ever 
given  that  decision  to  their  military  commanders  in  the  field  (to  those  I 
whose  commands  may  be  enlarged,  or  sustained,  by  violating  these 
rights,  or  wasting  the  means  of  public  defense  and  thereby  endanger- 
ing  public  liberty),  and  who  are  supposed  to  be  absorbed  in  the 
appropriate  duty  of  organizing,  disciplining,  and  moving  the  armies, 
the  creation  and  subsistence  of  which  are  provided  for  by  the  state. 
The  practiced  and  skilled  Adjutant-General,  the  oi^nizer  of  the 
armies,  recognizes  this  by  declining  to  have  anything  to  do  with  con- 
scription except  clerically — to  issue  the  general  orders  concerning  it —  , 
which  is  of  itself  an  error;  for  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  i 
the  organizer,  should  have  not  even  this  connection  with  the  levying  | 
and  maintaining  of  armies.    The  admirably  wise  General  Lee,  the 
military  leader  of  the  armies,  recognizes  this  principle  in  his  whole 
course.    He  calls  on  the  Government  for  men  and  arms  and  subsist- 
ence.   He  does  not  send  out  brigades  to  decide  who  are  the  men  the  i 
law  allows  him,  or  what  the  law  prescribes,  to  make  him  arms  and 
food.    He  asks  for  the  things,  not  the  making  of  them;  that  is  the  I 
business  of  the  Congress  and  of  Mr.  Seddon.   The  whole  tone  and  i 
terms  of  the  great  law  of  April,  186^,  and  its  amendments,  and  the  law  I 
of  17th  of  February,  1864,  with  marked  and  unmistakable  caution 
avoid  every  approach  to  the  faintest  shadow  of  military  conscription.  ' 
They  provide  modes  of  creating,  maintaining,  and  oi^anizing  armies  i 
by  '*An  act  to  provide  for  the  public  defense,"  and  "An  act  to  oi^^-  I 
ize  forces  to  serve  during  the  war,"  their  main  features  being  to  pro-  | 
vide  the  means  of  maintaining  these  armies  by  cherishing  and  forciug  j 
the  industrial  productions  of  the  country.    The  Adjutant-Generars  I 
Office,  the  military  office  of  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of.  War, 
is  charged  with  organization  into  armies  of  the  men  and  means  pro- 
vided by  Congress,  and  with  the  instruction  of  the  military  com- 
mandei*s  as  to  the  discipline  and  movement  of  those  armies.    This  is 
strictly  military  business. 

But  war  is  not  confined  to  merely  the  military  business  to  organ- 
ize, discipline,  and  movement.    War  embraces  the  l^islative  action 
and  the  civil  process  ne<%ssary  to  the  creation  of  armies;  it  embraces  ' 
the  Treasury,  the  Department  of  Justice,  the  civil  and  social  institu- 
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tions,  the  industries  and  productions,  the  support  and  protection  of 
the  people.  The  military  condition  is  a  necessaiy,  but  merely  inci- 
dental and  partial,  element  of  a  state  of  war,  and  to  be  controlled 
always  by  the  capacity  of  the  country  to  maintain  it.   Daring  the 

prevalence  of  that  condition  the  machine  of  stale  must  be  conducted 
always  with  a  view  to  the  accumulated  difficulties  and  dangers 
imposed  upon  it;  and  the  armies  are  the  result  of  the  judicious  work- 
ing of  the  machinery,  not  the  machine  itself.  Undertake  to  make 
or  maintain  armies  by  the  means  of  the  armies  themselves  and  you 
establish  military  despotism  or  you  certainly  fail  in  the  purpose.  In 
free  countries  3^ou  will  inevitably  fail.  No  wise  Government  has 
ever  permitted  the  experiment.  Cromwell  would  not  undertake  it; 
and  seventy  years  after  his  time  England  refused  to  allow  Marlbor- 
ough to  enforce  enlistmeuts.  But  Bolingbroke,  the  war  minister, 
<a%ated  the  armies  with  which  Marlborough  fought  at  Blenheim  and 
Ramillies;  and  eighty  years  later  (seventy  years  ago)  Carnot,  the  war 
minister,  sent  1,200,000  men  to  the  borders  of  France,  while  French 
industry  (the  means  of  maintaining  them)  was  improved  beyond  any- 
thing before  known  in  France.  In  the  intense  state  of  war  which 
exists  in  the  Confederate  States  it  is  wise  and  necessary  to  refer 
every  act  of 'Government  and  to  require,  by  law,  every  interest  to  be 
referred  to  strengthening  the  public  defense  by  means  of  tlie  mili- 
tary power.  The  efficiency  of  the  public  defense  is  made  up  of  other 
elements  besides  the  numbers  of  the  military  forces.  Who  shall 
judge  of  the  aptitude  and  application  of  these  elements?  Surely  not 
the  military  chiefs,  whose  vocation  is  to  use  them,  not  to.make  them. 
The  absolute  rule  of  all  experience  and  logic  is  that  the  state  makes 
armies,  the  generals  fight  them.  A  departure  from  this  rule  always 
has  and  necessarily  must  weaken  the  public  defense  and  endanger 
the  public  liberty.  And  there  can  be  no  departure  from  it  more  dan- 
gerous than  that  of  giving  to  purely  military  authorities  the  power 
to  decide  upon  the  necessities  of  the  country  in  view  of  the  main- 
tenance of  its  armies. 

Kecognizing  this  course  of  argument  and  these  principles,  General 
Orders,  Nos.  30  and  82,  of  18G2,  and  No.  26,  of  1864,  were  issued.  (It 
might  be  said  very  properly  that  these  ortlers  ought  to  have  issued 
directly  from  tlie  Secretary  of  War  and  not  from  the  office  of  organi- 
zation.} They  gave  a  complete  exposition  of  the  purposes  and  policy 
of  the  laws  and  organized  a  system  of  administration  of  great  innate 
enei^.  Ilie  impediments  to  their  thorough  execution  have  been  the 
active  opposition  to  the  law  by  State  authorities,  the  resistance  of 
communities  and  individuals.  The  expanded  territory  and  sparse 
population,  the  want  of  apt  and  efficient  agencies,  but  above  all,  the 
interference,  authorized  and  unauthorized,  of  the  military  authori- 
ties. I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  there  is  a  man  to-day  out 
of  the  service  who  ought  by  law  to  be  in  it,  it  is  owing  very  largely  to 
the  failure  to  supply  the  conscription  organization  with  proper  agen- 
cies, to  the  authorized  interference  of  military  authority,  and  to  the 
failure  in  recognizing  conscription  as  disconnected  from,  independ- 
ent of,  and  uncontrolled  by  military  authority.  I  have  doubted — 
even  though  we  are  in  the  *'  very  circumstance"  of  war — the  policy 
of  employing  officers  holding  military  commissions  in  this  service, 
except  for  enforcing  the  decrees  of  conscription  tribunals.  What 
these  errors  have  led  to  west  of  the  Mississippi  is  not  of  record.  The 
pro-consul  for  that  region  is  a  wise  statesman  as  well  as  a  soldier, 


886 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


and  it  is  believed  lie  has  been  prudent  and  judieions.  The  results 
east  of  the  Mississippi  are  known,  and  the  conclusions  I  have  indi- 
cated are  most  unhappily  sustained  by  them.  Four  States  were  har- 
ried for  eight  months  by  a  loose  army  of  6,000  men  under  the  name 
of  a  conscription  ot^anization;  millions  of  dollars  were  expended,  the 
country  wasted,  the  people  vexed,  and  scarcely  a  soldier  sent  to  the 
armies.  And  yet,  during  the  whirlwind  of  clamor  and  dust,  it  was 
gravely  urged  by  the  highest  military  officers  that  the  same  system 
should  be  established  throughout  the  Confederate  Statues.  Fortu- 
nately for  thepublic  service  the  system  collaps^,  and  yet  while  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  engaged  in  gathering  up  the  fragments  from 
the  storm  in  the  west  it  burst  out  again  at  Kichmond,  under  the 
erroneous  construction  of  G«neral  Orders,  No.  73,  1864,  and  the  series 
which  followed  that  order.  There  never  has  been,  there  is  not  now, 
and  there  never  can  be  any  necessity  for  placing  the  matter  of  con- 
scription in  the  hands  of  military  commanders;  and  it  should  be  pro- 
vided against  by  law.  With  this  provision  of  law  I  am  thoroughly 
convinced  that  the  time  now  is  when  the  Congress  should  transfer  to  the 
Executive  full  authority  to  declare  and  decide  what  classes  and  what 
individual  citizens  should  be  selected  to  be  sent  into  the.  armies,  and 
on  what  terms  and  for  what  consideration  other  classes  and  other  indi- 
viduals should  be  exempted  from  that  service.  I  believe  the  Execu- 
tive can  establish  a  system  for  recruiting  aiid  maintaining  the  armies 
80  distinct  from,  so  independent  of,  the  organization  and  movement 
of  the  armies  as  to  avoid  all  danger  to  the  social  economy  and  the 
public  liberty;  indeed,  that  it  may  be  so  oi^anized  as  materially  to 
check  any  danger  which  might  arise  from  the  supreme  and  universal 
domination  of  the  military  power.  These  are  matters  for  that  exalted 
statesmanship  which  should  mark  the  deliberations  in  which  you  are 
called  to  act  so  prominent  a  part.  They  are  above  the  sphere  of  my 
humble  ministerial  functions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General  arid  Su/perirUendent. 


Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  285.        J  Bichmondt  December  1,  1864. 

*  *  •  «  •  «  * 

XXVI.  The  general  supply  store  in  Richmond  will  not  fill  requi- 
sittons  for  the  supply  of  troops  in  the  field.  All  such  requisitions 
will  go  as  heretofore  to  the  C.  S.  arsenal  and  will  be  filled  there. 

XXVII.  Ordnance  stores  needed  at  the  arsenal  for  the  supply  of 
troops  in  the  field  will  be  drawn  from  the  supply  store  on  requisition 
approved  by  the  general  commanding  officer  of  the  arsenal. 

XXVIII.  All  issues  to  officers  will  be  made  at  the  supply  store,  and 
stores  at  the  arsenal  or  any  of  its  departments  are  not  to  be  issued 
nor  sold,  but  held  subject  to  requisitions,  except  one  complete  set  of 
anns  and  equipments  as  provided  in  paragraph  60,  Ordnance  Regu- 
lations. 

**«**«• 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Ac^utai^QeneraL 
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Circular.]       War  Dept.,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Office  Inspector-General  of  Conscription, 

JRichmond,  December  1,  I864, 


1.  As  modilied  in  its  organizations  by  recent  orders,  the  syBtem  of 
conscription,  involving  the  most  vital  interests  of  the  eountiy,  must 
henceforth  mainly  depend  for  thoroughness  of  working  upon  the  full 
and  enlightened  discharge  of  duty  by  the  inspecting  officera  attached 
to  the  sxwcial  service.  If  these  can  be  brought  to  realize  the  char- 
acter and  scope  of  their  office,  they  will  appreciate  that  seldom,  if 
ever,  in  the  history  of  nations,  have  trusts  so  delicate  and  weighty 
been  assigned  to  commissions  so  unpretending  in  rank  and  title.  It 
will  be  their  duty,  by  searching  inquiry,  to  ascertain  for  the  final 
action  of  higher  authority  how  the  balance  has  been  or  should  be 
adjuste<l  in  their  respective  districts  of  observation  between  the 
recognized  demands  of  armies  in  the  field,  the  necessities  of  manu- 
facture, transportation,  production,  and  supply,  and  the  claims  of 
law,  equity,  and  humanity.  In  brief,  they  are  to  be  the  official 
advisers  as  to  how  every  man  shall  be  required  to  pay,  and  can  most 
usefully  pay,  his  tribute  to  his  country's  cause,  whether  in  the  first 
rank,  or  in  the  second  class,  or  exclusive^  in  indnsb-ial  and  mechan- 
ical pursuits  that  from  their  nature  admit  of  no  interruption.  To 
attain  these  ends  a  power  of  censorship  unparalleled  in  modem 
times,  has  been  accorded  to  the  War  Department  in  the  conduct  of 
the  conscript  service,  in  view  of  public  perils  and  needs  such  as  have 
seldom  appealed  with  equal  force  to  the  whole  mass  of  any  people. 
If  such  appeal  fail  to  awaken  in  the  class  of  agents  herein  addressed 
a  pervading  and  ever-stimulating  sense  of  patriotic  duty,  any  system 
of  regulations  that  may  be  propounded  must  likewise  fail  of  effect. 

2.  The  indications  of  paragraph  IV,  General  Orders;  No.  73,  1864, 
that  inspectors  should  be  appointed  for  each  Congressional  district, 
will  be  construed  assan  absolute  direction. 

So  soon  as  the  working  of  the  system  under  the  supervision  of  dis-  * 
trict  inspectors  can  be  tested,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  generals  of  reserves 
and  commandants  of  conscripts  to  report  to  this  Bureau  the  names  of 
all  inspectors  who  appear  to  be,  for  any  reason,  inadequate  to  their 
position,  and  to  ask  for  the  substitution  of  other  suitable  officers, 
nominating  such,  if  known  and  eligible.  The  assignment  to  such 
positions  is  a  measure  of  selection,  terminable  at  will,  and  no  for- 
mality of  charges  or  trials  is  requisite  to  rid  the  conscript  service  of 
subordinate  agents  who  may  fail  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  superiors 
responsible  for  their  efficiency. 

3.  Some  instructions  are  herewith  subjoined  (with  an  appendix) 
as  landmarks  for  the  guidance  of  inspecting  officers  in  their  path  of 
duty  and  of  study.  These  are,  however,  by  no  means  exhaustive.  No 
treatise  of  moderate  dimensions  could  exhaust  so  vast  a  scheme,  into 
which  so  many  elements  enter,  and  so  many  modifications  have  at 
intervals  been  Introduced.  It  will  be  demanded  of  these  officers  that 
they  shall  bring  to  bear  education,  intelligence,  patience,  and  study 
enough  to  master  the  system  as  developed  in  successive  published 
orders  and  current  instructions. 

To  furnish  a  convenient  manual  of  reference  for  principles,  a  selec- 
tion of  laws,  ordera,  and  circulars  is  herewith  printed  as  a  digest  of 
what  may  be  styled  the  general  law  of  tiie  system  of  conscription. 
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For  variations  and  minQtiie,  officers  must  depend  on  their  own  study 
of  general  orders,  and  special  indorsements  of  instruction,  in  the 
official  files  and  books  of  record,  many  of  which  have  never  been  in 
print. 


1.  An  officer  of  this  Bureau  will  be  on  duty  as  chief  of  the  inspect- 
ing department  of  the  conscript  service.  Any  letters  asking  infor- 
mation or  instruction  on  special  questions  of  principle,  or  as  to  their 
general  duties,  may  be  addressed  to  him  by  all  officers  on  inspecting 
duty;  but,  ordinarily,  the  generals  of  reserves,  commandants  of  con- 
scripts^  or  StAte  inspectors  will  be  addressed  for  such  information. 
District  inspectors  will  transmit  to  this  office  direct  a  copy  of  eaeh 
periodical  or  other  important  inspection  report  rendered  by  them  to 
their  immediate  superiors. 

2.  As  early  as  practicable  one  or  more  inspectors  will  be  appointed 
for  each  State  as  auxiliary  officers  of  this  Bureau.  They  will  be  sub- 
ject to  no  other  authority  than  that  of  the  War  Department,  acting 
through  the  superintendent  of  conscription;  andtheircommunications 
will  made  direct  to  the  inspector-general  of  conscription  at  the 
Bureau.  Their  duties  will  be  those  of  thbrough  inspection  and  super- 
vision of  the  whole  administration  of  the  conscript  service,  and  of  the 
qualification  of  its  officers  (especially  the  district  inspectors),  report- 
ing monthly  the  results  of  their  month's  observations.  They  will  be 
authorized  to  correct  any  errors  of  enrolling  or  inspecting  officers  by 
issuing  special  instructions  in  conformity  to  existing  regulations.  In 
any  case,  however,  of  supposed  error,  where  the  enrolling  officer  is 
acting  in  the  matter  under  express  orders  from  the  State  commandant 
or  general  of  reserves,  the  State  inspector  will  take  no  further  step 
than  to  report  specially,  for  the  action  of  higher  authority,  his  views 
as  to  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  changing  or  modifying  such  orders. 

The  principles  hereinafter  laid  down  for  the  guidance  of  district 
inspectors  will  also  serve  to  guide  the  State  inspectors. 


1.  The  leading  duties  of  the  inspecting  officers  may  be  classed  under 

the  general  heads  of  visitation,  scrutiny,  revision,  and  report. 

2.  Visitations  will  be  about  equally  distributed,  but  at  unequal 
inter\'als  and  uncertain  times.  This  system  will  afford  the  best  prac- 
tical test  whether  the  local  enrolling  officers  and  their  aids  attend 
habitually  at  their  posts  of  duty.  Such  constant  attention  is  the  pri- 
mary and  indispensable  guarantee  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  duty. 
The  subordinate  agents  of  conscription  should  be  made  to  realize  that 
while  their  fellow-citizens  in  the  fleld  must  hug  their  muskets  day  and 
night,  in  camps  or  in  trenches,  hot  or  cold,  dusty  or  wet,  it  is  deemed 
no  hardship  to  exact  from  those  at  home  a  devotion  of  all  day  and 
every  day  to  less  trying  tasks.  The  whole  time  of  every  conscript 
officer  will  be  demanded  to  be  bestowed  on  his  own  branch  of  service, 
and  no  diversion  of  any  portion  of  it  vill  be  tolerated  any  more  than 
in  the  case  of  a  soldier  in  the  field.  Ko  loc^  system  of  accumulating 
supeHluous  numbers  at  local  offices  and  then  dividing  duty  into 
reliefs  is  to  be  tolerated.  Neither  will  any  furloughs  be  recognized 
as  valid  if  emanating  from  any  authority  less  than  that  of  the  State 
commandants. 
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Wherever  the  inspectiTig  oflftcer  finds  a  county  eurolltng  oflBcer  on 
duty  inthe  county  of  his  own  residence  or  estate  (contrary  to  the  gen- 
eral though  not  inyariable  rule  respecting  assignments)  he  will  note 
and  report  the  fact,  and  the  reasons  existing  for  the  special  exertion, 
and  will  be  vigilant  to  ascertain  whether  the  oircnmstance  of  such. 
location  has  led  to  absences  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  service 
or  to  the  convenience  of  the  public.  He  will  also  8i)ecially  note  if 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  oflBce  is  used  to  gratify  neighbor- 
liood  partialities  or  animosities,  or  if  such  impression  prevails. 

3.  The  scrutiny  of  the  inspecting  oflBcer  will  be  directed  primarily 
to  the  punctuality,  formality,  accuracy,  and  fullness  of  the  various 
registrations,  correspondence,  and  reports  demanded  by  existing  reg- 
ulations from  enrolling  oflBcers,  and  to  the  industry  aud  intelligence 
bestowed  by  them  upon  the  collection  of  required  information  and  in 
the  execution  of  orders  generally.  He  will  often  find  occasion  to  cor- 
rect the  loose. practice  of  mentioning  an  individual  as  Lieut.  A.  B." 
simply,  instead  of  describing  him  as  First  Lieut  or  Second  Lieat.  A. 
B.,  of  snch  and  such  a  regiment  or  special  service.  lie  will  often 
have  occasion  to  impress  the  necessity  of  describing  the  antecedent 
as  well  as  the  present  status,  as,  for  example,  in  the  case  of  a  man 
over  forty-five,  when  it  should  be  stated  whether  or  no  he  had  been 
called  on  for  military  service  before  reaching  that  age  and  thus 
became  liable  to  retention  in  service  of  the  first  class  after  reaching 
it.  He  should  ascertain  whether  the  local  officer  in  forwarding  appli- 
cations to  higher  authority  habitually  completes  the  information  of 
all  descriptions  due  in  the  case,  and  accompanies  it  by  a  distinct 
and  studied  opinion  or  recommendation  founded  upon  personal  inves- 
tigation. It  is  to  failures  in  these  respects — at  the  fountain  head — 
that  injurious  delays  and  sometimes  errora  in  the  disposition  of  cases 
are  nsually  due.  The  inspector  will  be  relied  on  to  act,  to  a  great 
extent,  as  instructor  to  the  enrolling  officers,  imx)arting  and  explain- 
ing, in  a  kind  and  patient  spirit,  the  rules  of  a  difficult  system.  It 
should  not  be  too  hastily  assumed  that  imperfection  has  resulted 
from  n^lect  or  ignorance  from  incapacity.  After  a  fair  trial  should 
follow  an  honest  report  of  censure  on  all  unfit  agents.  In  cases  where 
culpable  misconduct  is  charged  facts,  names,  and  dates  should  be  set 
forth  as  fully  as  known,  in  order  that  prosecutions  may  be  instituted. 

Any  intelligent  inspector  will  perceive  that  upon  the  fidelity,  impar- 
tiality, and  {within  limits)  considerate  kindness  with  which  the  sys- 
tem is  administered  must  depend,  in  great  measure,  the  spirit  in 
which  the  community  will  accept  the  claims  of  conscription;  and  it 
will  be  no  small  part  of  his  duty  to  see  that  enrolling  officers  respect 
publia  feeling  and  individual  rights,  in  manner  and  in  substance.  He 
must  also  appreciate  and  enforce  the  importance  of  exact  data  and 
f  uU  information  in  eveiy  case,  that  the  action  of  the  conscript  anthor- 
itles  may  be  not  only  right,  but  susceptible  of  vindication  against 
attack  or  misconception. 

The  orgaiuzatlon  of  the  local  offices  will  be  a  periodical 'subject  of 
inspection,  to  see  that  among  the  enrolling  officers  and  their  aids  are 
found  no  persons  liable  to  and  capable  of  service  in  the  field,  unless 
specially  so  assigned  by  the  War  Department  or  by  this  Bureau. 

In  regard  to  all  citizens  not  in  the  Army,  the  bulk  of  cases  to  be 
examined  is  divisible  into  two  classes :  The  one  of  claims  for  exemp- 
tion under  laws  mandatory  and  absolute  (during  the  continuance  of 
the  cause  of  exemption  and  of  compliance  with  its  conditions) the 
other  of  daims  or  applications  for  temporary  exemptions  or  details, 
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as  to  which  the  law  is  permissory  only,  and  which  are  at  all  times  ter- 
minable at  the  discretion  of  the  authority  issuing  them. 

In  regard  to  the  first  class  (of  exemptions  claimed  by  law),  the  in- 
8i)ector  must  study  and  enjoin  the  principles  of  the  Bureau  circular 
of  March  30,  1863,  the  capital  points  of  which  are  that  every  citizen 
is  entitled  to  the  full  benefit  of  the  prescribed  medical  examination  as 
to  physical  and  mental  capacity  for  service;  that  affidavits  of  parties 
affirming  non-liability,  of  age  or  domicile,  are  not  to  be  accepted  as 
proof  in  doubtful  cases,  but  have  yet  the  force  of  suspending  action 
and  securing  further  investigation,  with  reference  to  higher  authority 
for  final  decision;  and  that  no  one  claiming  exemption  with  any 
plansibility  on  grounds  of  the  foregoing  character  is  to  be  held  to 
service  pending  the  inquiry. 

A  special  subject  of  attention  will  be  the  compliance  of  that  class 
of  exempts  known  as  "bonded  farmers"  with  the  third  condition  of 
paragraph  IV  of  section  10  of  the  act  approved  February  17,  1864, 
and  published  in  Greneral  Orders,  No.  20  (same  year).  With  everj- 
periodical  report  of  the  inspector  he  will  be  required  to  mention  what 
inquiries  he  has  made  on  this  head  and  with  what  results;  nor  will 
such  reports  be  vague  and  general,  but  as  individual  and  circum- 
stantial as  possible. 

In  regard  to  the  second  class  (temporary  exemptions  or  details), 
two  leading  rules  are  to  be  enforced.  No  application  for  the  origi- 
nating a  new  detail  or  continuing  a  revoked  one  will,  nnder  existing 
regulations,  authorize  suspension  of  action  nor  delay  in  sending  the 
part<y  to  the  field.  No  existing  detail  will  be  allowed  to  continue  if 
its  necessity  be  doubted  or  if  ito  conditions  appear  not  to  be  observed 
without  a  report  to  higher  authority  suggesting  its  revocation  or  a 
further  inquiry  in  relation  to  it,  nor  will  any  irregular  detail  be 
respected  for  a  day.  All  parties  having  control  of  detailed  men  must 
be  made  to  understand  that  it  is  at  the  peril  of  their  own  interests  if 
they  slur  over  or  neglect  the  requirements  imposed  on  their  in  the 
premises.  It  will  be  held  as  prima  facie  evidence  that  a  detail  ought 
not  to  continue  when  the  time  of  the  party  detailed  is  not  devoted  con- 
tinuously and  exclusively  to  the  object  assigned.  Traveling  physi- 
cians or  school-masters,  absentee  detailed  agriculturists,  and  any  par- 
ties engaged  in  trade,  commerce,  or  speculation  while  holding  details 
will  be  treated  as  suspicious  cases.  The  opinion  and  testimony  of 
neighbors,  if  sought  for,  will  usually  lead  to  the  truth.  The  inspect- 
ors will  be  full  in  their  reports  on  such  cases,  and  where  an  employ^ 
of  any  officer  is  concerned  he  will  report  the  officer's  name,  corps,  rank, 
and  station. 

Inspectors  in  acting  under  the  first  paragraph  of  General  Qrders, 
No.  81,  current  series,  will  not  order  to  camp  any  parties  holding: 
certificates  or  details  of  a  date  subsequent  to  October  8, 1864,  but  will 
limit  themselves  to  making  a  report  of  any  such  cases  in  their  opinion 
falling  within  the  spirit  of  the  order,  with  the  reasons  forsuch  opinion. 

The  detection  and  return  of  deserters  and  stragglers  from  the  Army 
is  one  of  the  most  important  tasks  imposed  on  the  conscript  officers 
and  reserve  forces,  as  also  the  prosecution  of  offenses  (against  Con- 
federate or  State  laws)  in  the  procuring  or  raticing  of  desertion,  and 
the  harboring  of  deserters. .  Every  case  of  furlough  or  l^ve  of 
absence  overstaid  is  a  prima  facie  case  of  desertion,  wherever  there 
has  been  a  failure  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  general  orders 
of  the  series  of  1863  (numbered,  respectively,  51,  69,  141,  and  157),  or 
such  of  them  as  are  applicable.   The  grade  of  commissioned  officer 
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will  afford  no  protection  against  inquiry  and  report  on  this  subject, 
nor  even  against  custodial  detention,  where  prolonged  absence  or  sus- 
picious appearances  indicate  a  pui^ose  to  escape  across  our  lines. 
This  latter  power  must,  however,  be  used  with  delicacy. 

There  exist  in  some  States  auxiliary  statutes  to  second  Confeder- 
ate provision  against  the  act  and  the  harboring  of  desertion.  The 
inspector  must,  by  conference  with  the  State  authorities,  learn  the 
practical  mode  of  working  these  and  impart  instructions  to  the 
enrolling  officers.  The  Confederate  States  district  attorney  will  be  a 
proxwr  person  to  consult. 

The  collection  of  arms  or  other  warlike  property  that  ought  to  be 
in  Government  hands  will  be  another  subject  of  attention. 

Hie  inspector  will  entertain  and  transmit,  with  his  own  views,  to 
higher  authority  any  collective  appeals  from  respectable  sources  in 
favor  of  peculiar  local  exigencies  within  his  district  of  observation, 
as,  for  instance,  where  the  region  has  been  unnsually  and  extremely 
devastated,  and  the  white  male  population  is  ,ir.  unduly  scanty  pro- 
portion, or,  in  general,  wherever  special  needs  for  subsistence  or 
production  seem  to  invite  a  relaxation  of  general  rules.  Such  reports 
will,  however,  be  valueless  without  somewhat  minute  statistics. 

The  action  of  medical  examining  boards  will  so  far  occupy  the 
inspector  as  to  call  for  inquiry  and  report  whether  their  time  is  dili- 
gently and  continuously  applied  to  the  prescribed  objects,  and 
wbether  their  sessions  are  arranged  with  a  proper  view  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  service  and  the  ednvenience  of  the  community.  Over 
their  judgments,  under  the  law,  as  experts,  upon  questions  of  physical 
capacity,  he  can  exercise  no  supervision  further  than  to  inform  him- 
self, from  public  report  or  by  the  investigation  of  criticism  or  com- 
plaint upon  individual  cases,  whether  there  is  reason  to  attribute  a 
probable  want  of  capacity  or  of  good  faith  to  the  boards.  Should  his 
Judgment  be  unfavorably  impressed,  he  will  report  any  matter  that 
has  reached  him  as  a  basis  on  which  inquiry  may  be  instituted,  by 
higher  authority,  into  the  qualifications  and  fidelity  of  the  medical 
examiners. 

To  guard  against  erroneous  views  which  have  had  some  prevalence, 
the  inspectors  are  desired  to  bear  in  mind  and  teach  to  others  the 
true  doctrine  of  the  exact  effect  of  such  certificates  of  disability  as 
declare  its  cause  to  be  permanent.  These  are  not  subject  to  dis- 
pute or  review,  nnless  in  the  special  conditions  and  modes  set 
forth  by  general  orders.  But,  in  practice  as  in  theory,  they  will  not 
be  accepted  as  releasing  the  holders  from  all  future  claim  by  the 
Government  on  them  for  military  service,  nor  as  removing  all  objec- 
tion to  their  quitting  the  country.  Such  exemptions  are  terminable, 
for  the  Government  has  releasetl  its  lien  on  the  parties  for  service 
only  during  the  actual  (not  the  probable  nor  speculative)  continuance 
of  the  disability.  Hence  the  holders  are  bound  (unless  it  be  other- 
wise ordered  by  the  War  Department  in  individual  cases)  to  remain 
within  reach  of  that  call  for  re-examination  to  which  they  are  at  any 
time  liable. 

On  any  issue  as  to  the  legal  right  of  a  conscript  to  be  discharged 
from  military  custody,  the  decree  of  a  civil  conrt  will  be  respected  in 
the  individual  case,  but  will  not  be  a  rule  of  action  for  the  conscript 
officers,  who  must  look  to  the  Confederate  Government  for  the  con- 
struction of  its  laws.  The  release  of  A  or  B  under  mandate  of  a 
court  will  not  prevent  the  conscription  of  C  or  D  in  like  conditions, 
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although  the  latter  will  in  tnrti  be  yielded  should  the  courts  so  spe- 
cially decree.  Where  the  judpnentof  inferior  courts  on  questions 
of  law  is  adverse  to  the  Government  claim,  appeal  will  be  taken  to  the 
higher  courts.  Greneral  Orders,  No.  31, 1864,  contain  ample  instruc- 
tions on  the  questions  of  custody  and  proceeding.  It  doubt  or  diffi- 
culty arise  the  Confederate  States  district  attorney  should  be  asked 
for  legal  advice  when  practicable. 

The  foregoing  enumeration  includes  some  of  the  subjects  only  on 
which  eni-olling  officers  are  to  be  enlightened  and  guided.  From  the 
omission  of  others  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  they  do  not  exist. 
The  inspector's  own  study  of  the  service  must  disclose  them  to  him. 

4.  Revision,  by  observation,  inquiry,  and  report  of  all  that  has  been 
doing  in  the  local  administration  of  the  conscript  service,  and  which 
may  seem  to  require  reconsideration,  will  be  the  continuous  duty  of 
the  inspector.  In  exercising  this  office  he  is  not  expected  to  counter- 
mand what  has  been  done,  but  only  to  Inform  higher  authority  what 
goes  wrong.  In  som^  cases  he  may  interfere,  by  instructions,  under 
the  principles  laid  down  for  the  government  of  State  inspectors  in' 
paragraph  2,  section  II,  of  this  circular.  The  leading  subjects  to 
occupy  his  attention  have  been  indicated  in  the  remarks  under  the 
head  of  "Scrutiny."  Minute  inquiry  is  involved  Into  the  personal 
circumstances,  occupations,  and  transactions  of  parties  detailed  and 
exempted,  and  into  the  conduct  (so  far  as  their  employment  of  con- 
script material  is  concerned)  of  workshops  and  other  establishments 
by  Government  officers  and  contractors.  These  tasks  will  be  irksome, 
often  painful,  and  might  be  well-nigh  odious,  if  their  recognized 
necessity  and  importance  (in  the  circumstances  of  the  country)  had 
not  already  redeemed,  justified,  and  dignified  them,  even  in  the 
enlightened  eyes  of  a  people  little  used  to  such  censorship.  The 
utmost  delicacy  of  feeling  and  manner  compatible  with  duty  is,  how- 
ever, due  in  its  performance. 

5.  Reports  will  be  made  at  the  end  of  each  month  by  the  inspector, 
setting  forth  his  observation  of  the  local  administiation  of  the  con- 
script service  in  so  much  of  his  district  as  he  has  been  able  to  visit 
during  the  month.  As  tabular  statistics  are  required  to  be  furnished 
monthly  by  enrolling  officers  to  commandants,  only  a  statement  of 
general  results  will  be  looked  for  from  the  inspector. 

Reports  on  individual  cases  or  separate  investigations  demanding 
special  review  will  ordinarily  be  made  the  subject  of  separate  com- 
munications. 

'  While  the  views  of  the  insiwctor  are  invited  as  to  the  policy  of 
changes  in  laws  ol*  general  ordere,  such  matter  will  be  presented  for 
consideration  apart  from  any  remarks  on  the  administration  under 
existing  rules.  In  this  way  only  can  he  fully  avoid  the  appearance 
of  censure  on  officers  for  faults  or  defects  as  to  which  they  are  not 
responsible  if  carrying  out  orders. 


This  circular  with  its  appendix  will  form  a  manual,  which  the 
inspector  will  always  keep  about  him  for  his  own  information  and 
that  of  others.  If  relieved  he  is  positively  enjoined  to  turn  it  over  to 
his  successor,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  demand  it. 

For  ready  reference  a  list  of  subjects  in  their  order,  embi*aced  in 
this  circular,  is  added  in  a  postscript;*  also  with  the  appendix  will 
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be  a  list  of  the  subjects  touched  on  in  the  digest  of  laws,  ortlers,  and 
circulars,  in  their  order  of  publication.* 

8ECnON  V. 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  W.  Lay,  assistant  adjutant-general,  has  been 
assigned  to  duty  as  inspector-general  of  conscription  at  this  Bureau, 
or  in  traveling  under  its  orders. 

Reports  and  communications  to  this  Bureau  on  the  business  of 
inspection  from  all  officers  of  the  conscript  service  junior  to  the  gen- 
erals commanding  reserves  will  be  addressed  to  him  accordingly.  On 
the  upper  left-hand  comer  of  the  envelope  will  be  indorsed  the  woMs 
*' Inspection  service." 

The  foregoing  instructions  have  been  drawn  up  by  direction  of  the 
War  Department. 

G.  W.  LAY, 

Lieut.  Coi.j  Asst.  At^t.  Gen.^  Insp.  Gen.  of  Conscription. 
Approved. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  8,  PRESTON, 

Brigadier- General  and  Superiniendeid. 

*  The  appendix  (here  omitted)  consists  of  the  following  papers: 
General  Orders,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  (jtenerars  Office.— 1863— No.  ^  (with 
this  note  in  addition:  "  N.  B.— 1.  At  the  date  of  thu  order  there  was  no  Boreaa 
of  Conscription.  With  the  Babseaaent  oitablisbment  of  that  Bnrean,  December 
80, 1862,  the  general  powers  vested  separately  in  the  several  State  commandants 
of  conscripts,  as  representing  the  authority  of  the  War  Department,  under  this 
order  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  collective  central  authority  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Conscription.  2.  For  the  ^principal  modifications  of  the  laws  of  con- 
scription and  exemption  herein  cited,  see  General  Orders,  No.  26,  of  1864"), 
November  3,  Vol.  II,  this  series,  p.  160;  No.  112,  paragraph  I,  December  30,  ifrid., 
p.  266.  1863— No.  8,  January  9,  ibid.,  p.  808 ;  No.  22,  February  23,  -OmL.,  p.  408; 
No.  80, March  18, t&td., p. 430;  No.32,March21,t&id.,t>.448;  No.  116, paragraphs 
I  and  n,  August  81,  t&£e2.,  p.  777;  No.  119, paragraphs  I  and  Il.September  7,tl>id., 
p.  798;  No.  122,  paragraph  II, Septemberll,i6t3., p.  801;  No.  125  (except  last  parar 
graph),  September  — ,  {bid.,  p.  827 ;  No.  141  (except  last  paragraph),  October  29, 
Sua., p. 913;  No.  147,NoveuiDer  17,iTnd.,  p.  962 ;  No.  150,paragraphU,November 
21,»6tti.,p.972;  No.  153, November  25, tfrwi.,p. 990 ;  No.  157, paragraph II, Decem- 
ber l,t&id.,  p.  1021.  1864— No.  2,  January  5,  Vol.  Ill,  this  series,  p.  8 ;  No.7,  Janu- 
ary 23,  i&id.,  p.  40 ;  No.U.February  l,t?Md.,p,66;  No.  16, February 6, tWd., p. 83; 
No.  22,  paragraph  IV,  February  28,  ibid.,  p.  168 ;  No.  26,  March  1,  ibid.,  p.  178 ; 
No.  29  ("An  act  to  prevent  the  procuring,  aiding,  and  assisting  persons  to  desert 
from  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  only) ,  March  5, 
ibid. ,  p.  189 ;  No.  31 ,  paragraphs  III  and  IV,  March  10,  iftid. ,  p.  208 ;  No.  83,  March 
15,TWd.,  p.  212;  No.  35,  paragraphs  IV,  V,  and  VIII  (with  the  following  foot-note : 
' '  For  correction  of  paragraph  v  of  this  order,see  paragraph  VI  of  General  Orders, 
No.42,1864"),Marchl9.TWd.,p.229;  No. 40, March 29, ifrid., p. 255  ;  No.  42,para- 
graphs VI,  VII,  VIII,  and  X,  April  14,  iWd.,  p.  297 ;  No.  45,  paragraph  IX,  May  2, 
%ic^,p.869;  No.48,paragTaph  V,May  27.tlna.,p.449;  No.  68  ("An  act  to  furnish 
transportation  to  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  while  traveungnnder  orders," 
cmly) ,  June  17,  t&td. ,  p.  491 ;  No.  67  ( wiui  exception  of  paragraphs  IX  and  XT-XIII) , 
June80,tl)td.,jt.  517 ;  No.  59,  paragraph  V  (with  the  following  foot-note:  "SeeGen- 
eral  Orders,  No.  63, 1864, paragraph  lEI ") ,  July  8,  iTnd., p.  534 ;  No.  63,  paragraphs 
IandIII(withth6followingfoot-note:  "Paragraph  I  amended  by  General  Orders, 
No.  67. 1864, par^aph  V ") ,  August 6,  i6td., p.  571 ;  No.  67, paragraph  V,  August  16, 
ibid.,  p.  592;  No.  69,  August  27,  t&td.,p.  606;  No.  71,  paragraph  I,  September  6. 
tind.,  p.  623 ;  No.  78  (except  last  paragraph — with  the  following  foot-note :  "  For 
paragraph  IV,  see  paragraph  XI,  General  Orders,  No.  83, 1864"),  September  22, 
^d.,p.675;  No.77,October8,t'&id.,p.715;  No.81,Octoberl4,i6id.,p.784;  No. 83, 
pait^aphs  I,  n,  IV,  and  XI,  November  1,  ibid.,  p.  749;  No.  84,  paragraphs  IV 
and  V,  November  21 ,  tWd. ,  p.  835.  Circulars,  Bureau  of  Conscription. — ^March  30, 
1863,  Vol.  n,  this  series,  p.  463 ;  No.  3,  January  19, 1864.  Vol.  HI,  this  series,  p.  S6 ; 
No.  8,  March  18,  1864,  t&td.,  p.  217.  Circular  letter  to  gimerals  of  reserves, 
November  26, 1864,  t&td.,  p.  847. 
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BuBEAU  OF  Conscription,  Wak  Depaktmbnt, 

Rwhmond^  Va.,  December  i,  ISS^. 

Maj.  P.  MAixBrr, 

Commandant  of  Conacrwts  for  North  Carolina : 
(Through  Lieut.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes. ) 

Major:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  of  November  has  been  received.  It 
is  a  matter  of  painful  regret  that  the  consolidated  monthly  reports 
from  May  to  September  should  be  acknowledged  to  be  so  utterly  false 
and  unreliable.  They  have  already  been  forwarded  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  and  certified  by  me  as  the  exact  condition  of  the  service 
within  your  command.  They  have  been  submitted  to  the  President 
and  Congress  under  like  certificate.  The  gross  errors  now  admitted 
falsify  the  solemn  returns  of  this  Bureau.  Your  explanation  cannot 
be  accepted  as  a  palliation  even  of  these  en*ors.  Article  X  of  Circular 
No.  8,  of  1864,  of  this  Bureau,  expressly  and  positively  orders  the 
exemption  of  State  officers  to  bo  given  by  the  commandant  of  con- 
scripts. Yon  admit  them  to  have  been  given  by  enrolling  officers. 
Article  VII  of  that  circular  provides  the  mode  of  issuing  certificates 
on  account  of  physical  disability,  which  mode  brings  such  exemptions 
directly  within  the  records  of  the  commandant's  office.  Article  VIII 
provides  very  distinctly  for  the  proper  record  of  the  most  essential 
classes  of  exemptions.  The  second  paragraph  provides  expressly  that 
the  class  therein  mentioned  shall  receive  exemptions  direct  from  the 
commandant  of  conscripts ;  so  with  the  class  under  the  third  paragraph. 
Under  these  plain  provisions  of  the  orders  of  this  Bureau  it  cannot  be 
admitted  that  false  returns  of  enrolling  officers,  persisted  in  for  five 
months,  afforded  a  sufficient  explanation  for  the  certificate  of  those 
returns  made  in  the  consolidated  reports  of  the  commandant. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier- General  and  SupertTUendenL 


Circular)  Conscript  Office, 

No.  77.    \  Richmond^  December  i,  IS64. 

In  entering  upon  your  duties  many  of  yon  have  made  inquiries  and 
asked  for  information  upon  various  points.  Instructions  for  the  entire 
service  will,  it  is  supposed,  be  issued  at  an  early  date  and  forwarded 
to  you,  in  which  all  the  important  dnties  intrusted  to  you  will  be 
clearly  and  accurately  defined.*  Doubtless  these  instructions  will 
contain  a  reference  to  and  digest  of  all  the  general  orders  and 
ruling  decisions  of  the  Department  governing  this  branch  of  the 
service,  embodied  in  a  brief  and  convenient  form  for  reference.  To 
relieve  you  from  any  embarrassments,  however,  it  is  my  duty,  as  far 
as  I  can,  to  furnish  you  with  sufficient  information  to  enable  you  to 
proceed  in  harmony  with  what  will  be  your  instructions  hereafter 
from  higher  authority.  You  are  informed  that  Major-Greneral  Kemper, 
in  charge  of  conscription  in  Virginia,  under  the  provisions  of  General 
Orders,  No.  81,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  directs  that 
you  be  intrusted  with  the  execution  of  so  much  of  that  order  as  is 
embraced  in  paragraph  I.  I  need  not  remind  you  that  this  is  an 
important  and  delicate  trust,  requiring  great  prudence  and  the  exer- 
cise of  a  sound  discretion.    Although  I  have  no  written  instmctions 

*Seep.  887. 
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by  which  to  direct  yon,  yet  I  would  advise  you  not  to  take  any  action 
at  this  time  in  reference  to  parties  exempt  by  surgeon's  certificate  and 
detailed  as  light-duty  men  since  the  publication  of  General  Orders, 
Ko.  77,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  current  series.  It  is 
to  be  presumed  that  persons  who  have  reported  under  that  order,  and 
who  have  been  discharged  or  found  for  light  duty  by  the  select  boards 
appointed  under  paragraph  III  of  the  said  order,  should  not  be  liable 
to  the  inspection  required  by  General  Orders,  No.  81.  In  reference  to 
this  matter,  however,  the  general  instmotions  to  be  issued  will  give 
yon  all  the  necessary  information. 

As  before  stated,  I  think  it  advisable  to  suspend  action  in  all  such 
cases  unless  it  is  very  evident  that  the  detail  or  exemption  should  not 
have  been  granted,  and  until  the  general  instructions  are  received 
yon  had  better  make  special  report  in  each  case  which  in  your  opinion 
requires  immediate  attention.  If  it  should  be  supposed  that  the 
Department  in  dispensing  with  the  services  of  the  district  enrolling 
officers  intended  to  signify  that  the  duties  performed  by  such  officers 
were  not  of  great  importance  to  the  service,  the  conclusion  would  be 
erroneous.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  the  object  of  the  Department  to 
effect  by  the  change  a  more  rapid  execution  of  orders  and  to  ascertain 
more  directly  whether  the  enrolling  officers  are  prompt  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties.  To  effect  this  end,  as  well  as  for  other 
important  considerations,  the  office  of  district  inspector  was  created. 
A  full,  complete,  and  accurate  monthly  return  from  the  enrolling  offi- 
cers will  be  required,  and  it  will  be  your  duty  to  see  that  such  returns 
are  made  promptly  to  this  office,  and  in  case  of  failure  you  will  report 
the  fact  without  delay.  It  is  nnnecesiary  to  go  over  in  this  circular 
all  that  is  required  in  the  regular  monthly  report.  The  instructions 
to  the  enrolling  officera  are  full  and  complete  in  this  particular,  and 
In  connection  with  this  branch  of  your  duty  yoxir  attention  is  directed 
to  Circulars  Nos.  75  and  76  from  this  office,  copies  of  which  are  in- 
closed. It  will  be  your  duty  in  the  inspection  of  the  office  books, 
Ac,  of  the  enrolling  officers  to  see  that  not  only  all  tlie  reports  and 
returns  are  made  required  by  the  general  instructions  emanating  from 
higher  authority,  but  that  Circular  No.  75  is  complied  with  in  every 
particular. 

It  must  be  shown,  both  in  the  report  of  the  local  officer  and  your 
own,  by  what  authority,  stating  the  number  of  the  order,  &c.,  every 
ofBcer,  non-commissioned  officer,  private,  or  unassigned  conscript  has 
been  assigned  to  this  service.  The  guards  being  detailed  both  from 
the  Amy  rolls  and  from  the  camp  of  instruction,  it  will  be  your  duty 
to  make  a  roll  similar  to  the  muster  and  pay  roll  of  the  Army,  observ- 
ing the  necessary  classifications,  especially  alterations  since  the  last 
muster  and  inspection.  This  roll  will  he  required  at  the  end  of  every 
even  month.  No  man  detailed  for  this  service  will  be  mounted  unless 
it  is  in  your  opinion  necessary,  and  upon  the  muster-roll  opposite  to 
the  name  of  the  party  it  will  be  stated  whether  he  is  mounted ;  if  so, 
by  what  order.  You  will  make  a  monthly  report  of  the  number  of 
horses  necessary  for  the  officers  and  guards  and  actually  in  service  in 
your  district,  in  order  that  arrangements  may  be  made  with  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  fora  regular  issue  of  forage  for  the  same. 
It  will  be  recommended  that  the  forage  for  the  entire  force  shall  be 
issued  upon  your  requisition,  and  at  such  convenient  points  as  yon 
will  designate.   This  course  is  rendered  necessary  l^cause  some 
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enrolling  officers  are  not  commissioned  oflScers.  If  in  the  commence- 
ment of  your  duties  you  should  find  the  guard  unequally  distributed 
in  the  comities  of  your  district,  you  will  make  such  disposition  and 
apportionments  of  it  as  the  good  of  the  serrice  may  seem  to  demand, 
concentrating  them  for  any  purposes  whenever  in  your  opinion  it  is 
necessary  for  this  branch  of  the  service ;  but  all  detailed  men  assigned 
to  the  conscript  service  come  under  tlie  regulations  governing  local 
organizations  which  are  effected  by  the  county  commandant. 

In  this  connection  attention  is  called  to  Circular  No.  8,  headquar- 
ters Reserve  Forces  of  Virginia,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed.  In  refer- 
ence to  organization,  equipment,  mustering,  and  the  regulations  of 
the  guard,  you  will  adhere  to  the  system  established  for  companies  in 
the  field,  and  in  this  particular  all  the  duties  of  a  company  officer  are 
enjoined  upon  you — such  as  property  returns,  reports  of  arras, 
accouterment«,  ammunition,  <fec. ,  adhering  strictly  to  the  Army  Regu- 
lations. Until  all  these  r^^lations  are  complied  with  it  will  foe 
impossible  to  issue  any  property  or  clothing  for  the  men,  and  it  would 
be  necrasary  that  each  man  assigned  to  the  service  should  have  a 
descriptive  list,  and  its  correctness  certified  to  by  the  proper  officer. 
Should  rations  be  drawn  by  any  of  the  men  detailed  on  this  service 
it  must  be  upon  your  requisition  or  approval,  and  care  must  be  taken 
in  certifying  to  the  correctness  of  accounts  for  commutation  that 
parties  who  have  drawn  are  not  included.  You  are  informed  that  the 
entire  service  in  your  district  falls  within  your  duties  as  inspector, 
and  for  this  reason  it  would  be  necessary  that  the  medical  boards 
should  be  in  direct  communication  with  you  and  that  you  should  Ix- 
informed  of  their  appointments  for  examination,  establishment  of 
rendezvous,  Ac.  To  secure  concert  of  action  a  copy  of  this  circular 
will  be  forwarded  to  the  boards  for  their  information.  You  will 
observe  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  enter  upon  a  regular  and  system- 
atic course  of  action,  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  detailed  men  on 
this  service,  until  your  reports  and  muster-roUs  are  received.  Yon 
will,  therefore,  have  much  work  to  do  in  the  month  of  December,  and 
it  is  earn wtly  desired  that  there  shall  be  no  delay  or  lack  of  activity  on 
your  part.  The  duties  of  the  district  inspector  are  varied  and  import- 
ant. While  he  will  be  held  to  a  strict  accountability  for  the  disclmrge 
of  specified  duties,  he  occupies  a  position  which  will  enable  him  to 
render  other  important  service. 

From  officers  of  your  experience  and  intelligence  much  is  expected, 
and  I  confidently  hope  that  the  record  of  your  future  services  will 
prove  that  this  confidence  has  not  been  misplaced. 

J.  C.  SHIELDS, 
LieiUenani-Cdlonel  and  Commandant 

(To  Congressional  District  Inspectors.) 


CiRCuiiAR )  Confederate  States  of  America, 

.  [■    War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscriftion, 

No.  35.   )  Richmond,  December  2, 1864. 

Generals  commanding  reserves  in  the  respective  States  will  proceed 
forthwith  and  with  the  utmost  vigor  to  organize  for  ' '  continuous  local 
service  to  be  mustered  in  for  the  war"  companies  to  consist  of  all  men 
found  for  light  duty  and  not  otherwise  assigned  and  actually  employed, 
of  men  transferred  to  the  Invalid  Corps  and  found  fit  for  the  duties 
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hereinafter  indicated,  and  snch  men  as  are  temporarily  disabled  for  field 
service.  The  men  of  this  latter  class  when  found  ready  for  the  field 
to  be  forthwith  restored  to  their  proper  commands.  These  companies, 
to  consist  of  not  less  than  sixty  men,  and  of&cers  of  the  Reserve  Corps 
will  be  assigned  by  the  generals  commanding  to  a  thorough  inspec- 
tion of  them  and  the  muster-rolls  forwarded  to  this  Bureau.  Upon 
their  reception  the  Secretary  of  War  will  assign  oflScers  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  companies.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  War  Department 
to  assign  these  companies  to  duty  as  guards  at  posts,  prisons,  camps 
of  instruction,  on  railroad  trains,  and  snch  like  service. 

Prompt  action  is  required  of  officers  charged  with  the  duties  herein 
prescribed. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 


Besohedi  That  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  be  respect- 
fully requested  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  any  and  what  restrictions 
have  been  imposed  upon  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  the  Confederate 
States,  or  any  of  them,  to  export  on  their  own  account  any  of  the 
articles  enumerated  in  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  imx>ose  regulations 
upon  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  Confederate  States  to  provide  for 
the  public  defense,"  approved  February  6,  1864.  Also,  whether  the 
regulations  made  under  the  first  section  of  said  act  have  caused  any 
diminution  in  the  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  foreign  commerce. 
Also,  whether  the  said  act  of  Congress,  and  the  regulations  made 
under  its  authority,  have  been  beneficial  or  othei-wise  in  their  effect 
on  the  success  of  our  arms  and  the  supply  of  means  necessary  for  the 
public  defense.  Also,  whether  experience  has  sug^^ted  the  neces- 
sity of  the  repeal  of  said  act  of  6th  of  February,  or  any  modifications 
or  amendments  of  its  provisions.* 

[Passed  Becember  5,  1864.] 


General  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  86.  I"  Bichniond,  December  5,  186^.  _ 

I.  The  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  will  continue  with  all 
practicable  dispatch  to  bring  into  service  the  20,000  slaves  authorized 
by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  February  17,  1864.  Enrolling  offi- 
cers will  prepare  correct  lists  in  duplicate  of  the  names,  personal 
description,  fUid  ascertained  value  of  the  slaves,  the  county,  district, 
or  parish  in  which  and  the  time  when  each  was  impressed,  the  name 
of  the  owner  of  each,  and  of  the  impressing  officer.  One  of  these  lists 
will  be  forwarded  monthly  to  the  commandant  of  conscription  in  the 
State  to  which  the  slave  belongs  and  the  other  to  the  superintendent 
of  the  Bureau,  each  of  whom  will  cause  them  to  be  copied  in  some 
uniform  manner  convenient  for  reference. 

II.  When  fifty  or  more  slaves  shall  have  been  collected  at  any  one 
station  they  will  be  forwarded,  under  the  charge  of  discreet  men 
detailed  from  the  reserve  forces,  to  such  point  as  the  superintendent 

*A  fPTTijlft''  resolntion  was  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  December  6, 
1804.  For  reply  thereto,  see  December  30,  p.  948.  A  like  message  was  sent  to  the 
Smate  DecemW  17. 1864  (jaiec^  omitted  to  avoid  duplicatitnt),  m  response  to  this 
xeeolntion  of  December  6. 

57  K  B— SERIES  IV,  VOL  UI 


C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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of  conBcription  may  direct,  and  tnrned  over  to  the  engineer  officer 
instructed  to  receive  them,  for  labor  in  tlie  engineer  fmd  other  depart- 
ments of  the  service.  A  copy  of  the  desmptive  roll  of  each  slave  will 
accompany  his  delivery  to  the  engineer  officer. 

III.  Tlie  chief  engineer  of  each  army  or  military  department  will, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Engineer  Burean,  have  the  general  super- 
vision and  control  of  the  slaves,  and  will  oi^^ize  them  into  gangs  of 
100  men  each  (selecting  fonr  of  the  number  as  foremen),  over  whom 
will  be  placed  a  manager  and  two  overseers.  Every  eight  gangs  will 
constitute  a  section,  for  which  a  superintendent  will  be  selected. 
Three  sections  will  compose  a  force,  over  which  will  be  placed  a 
director.  Two  clerks  will  be  employed  or  detailed  for  each  director, 
and  one  for  each  superintendent. 

lY.  The  directors,  superintendents,  managers,  and  overseers  will 
be  detailed  or  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  War  from  men  qualified  by 
experience  in  the  man^^ment  of  slaves,  and  who  are  fitted  for  the 
positions  by  their  character  for  probity,  energy,  and  intelligence. 

V.  There  will  be  assigned,  by  orders  from  this  office,  a  purveyor  to 
each  force  and  an  assistant  purveyor  to  each  section,  who  will  pro- 
vide subsistence,  clothing,  and  other  necessaiy  stores,  making  reqniai- 
tion  therefor  upon  the  Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  Departments. 
These  will  be  bonded  agents.  In  like  manner  a  medical  officer  will 
be  assigned  for  each  section,  who  will  obtain  supplies  for  the  slaves 
from  the  Medical  Department  upon  requisition  as  prescribed  for  sur- 
geons and  assistant  sui^eons  of  the  Army.  Provision  returns  and 
requisitions  for  quartermasters*  stores  will  be  signed  by  the  manager, 
and  when  approved  by  the  superintendent  the  purveyor  of  the  section 
will  make  the  issue. 

YI.  The  Engineer  Burean  will  detail  an  officer  of  the  engineer 
service,  for  each  army  or  department,  to  organize,  inspect,  and  mus- 
ter the  gangs,  sections,  and  forces,  and  to  make  details  of  working 
parties  in  such  number  and  for  such  objects  as  may  be  ordered 
the  commanding  generaL  In  this  manner  details  of  slaves  will  be 
made  to  perform  labor  in  other  departments  of  the  service,  it  being 
intended  that  all  such  slaves  shall  be  nder  the  management  and 
supervision  of  the  Engineer  Department.  When  slaves  are  detailed 
In  other  departments  than  the  Engineer  Department  the  manager  will 
send  with  them  descriptive  lists,  retaining  l^eir  names,  however,  upon 
his  muster-rolls. 

VII.  Managers  will  prepare  a  muster-roll  and  duplicate  muster  and 
pay  rolls  of  the  slaves  on  the  last  day  of  every  even  month.  The  first 
will  be  transmitted  to  the  chief  of  the  Engineer  Bureau,  the  muster 
and  pay  rolls  to  the  Quartermaster-General.  Each  will  be  forwarded 
through  the  superintendents,  who  will  be  held  responsible  for  tiuair 
correctness.  The  ascertained  ^ue  of  each  slave  will  appear  npcKi 
both  the  muster-roll  and  the  muster  and  pay  rolls.  The  rate  of  pay 
will  be  determined  by  agreement  witii  the  owners  or  by  appraisement, 
as  provided  by  law. 

VIII.  The  value  of  the  slave  will  be  ascertained  at  the  time  of 
impressment,  after  ctirefnl  medical  examination  (under  rules  pre- 
scribed by  the  Suigeon-G^neral),  by  ^reement  between  the  enrolling 
officer  and  the  owner,  or  by  appraisement  under  the  law  regulating 
impressments,  that,  in  the  event  of  his  loss  while  employed  by  the 
Government,  "by  the  act  of  the  enemy  or  by  escape  to,  or  by  death 
inflicted  by  the  enemy,  or  by  disease  contracted  wMle  in  any  servloe 
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required  of  him,"  his  owner  may  receive  his  full  value  from  the  Gov- 
ernment. Slaves  already  impressed  and  in  service  withont  previous 
appraisement  or  ascertainment  of  hire,  or  who  may  hereafter  be 
impressed  or  received  without  appraisement  or  special  contract,  will 
be  appraised  vad  their  hires  will  be  fixed  by  boards  of  disinterested 
slave-holders  selected  and  organized  by  the  Kagineer  Bureau.  Enroll- 
ing ofiBioers  will  impress  upon  owners  me  propriety  and  advanti^  of 
having  their  slaves  provided  with  one  good  new  suit  of  clothing 
before  they  are  turned  over  to  the  Government,  the  value  of  which 
will  be  estimated  in  the  appraisement. 

The  loss  of  a  slave  from  either  of  the  causes  enumerated,  and  the 
time  and  manner  of  it,  will  be  reported  in  triplicate  by  the  manager 
of  the  gang  to  which  he  belongs  to  the  chief  of  the  Engineer  Bureau. 
He  will  at  the  same  time  note  the  casualty  upon  the  next  muster-roll. 

IX.  At  the  expiration  of  every  six  months  the  Quartermaster- 
Qeueral  will  send  an  ofQcer  to  convenient  places  in  each  State  to  pay 
owners  or  their  attorneys  the  hire  of  their  slaves  or,  if  lost,  l£eir 
appraised  or  agreed  value. 

X.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  induce  contentment  in  the  slaves. 
Their  discipline  will  be  considerate  and  mild  for  minor  offenses. 
Cases  of  a  grave  character  will  be  forwarded  for  the  determination 
and  instructions  of  the  chief  engineer  of  the  army  or  department, 
who  will  in  the  meantime  prepare  and  submit  for  the  approval  of  his 
commanding  general  a  code  for  the  government  of  managers  and 
others  in  charge  of  the  slaves. 

XI.  The  commanding  general  of  each  army  or  department  will 
promptly  remove  and  order  to  the  ranks  any  manager  or  other 
employe  having  the  supervision  of  slaves  who  is  guilty  of  cruelty 
toward  them,  or  malfeasance  or  of  malpractice,  fuid  will  impose  such 
other  penalties  as  the  offense  would  justify  under  the  Ninety-ninth 
Rule  and  Article  of  War. 

By  Older: 

S.  COOPER, 
A^rUcmt  and  Inap&iOT  Qekeral. 


BUBBAU  OF  SUBSISTEKCB, 

Richmond,  December  S,  1864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddok, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sib:  Maj.  S.  B.  French  went  to  Wilmington  on  the  16th  of  Novem- 
ber. He  did  so  partly  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Trenholm,  the  Hon- 
orable Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  upon  what  he  and  I  thought  an 
assurance  from  that  gentleman  that  he  would  be  able  to  let  him  have 
sterling  bills  to  meet  whatever  contracts  he  might  be  enabled  to  make 
for  sabsistence,  especially  meat  and  coffee,  to  run  tiie  bloi^ade.  He 
bad  full  authority  from  you  to  make  such  engagements,  and  did 
fuioordingly  make  them.  But  on  requesting  the  sterling  Mr.  Tren- 
holm informs  me  that  he  has  none,  and  cannot  promise  me  that  by  a 
specifled  time.  He  thinks  that  he  made  a  statement  to  that  effect  to 
Major  French  and  myself.  But  Major  French  has  no  recollection  of 
it;  nor  have  I,  though  I  do  not  mean  to  contradict  him.  What  is 
material  is  that  we  now  need  £65,000  sterling,  including  £27,500 
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already  drawn  for,  but  including  what  we  some  time  ago  requested 
to  be  furnished  Mr.  W.  G.  Crenshaw  in  Liverpool, 

The  intimation  of  a  deferred  payment  in  sterling  has  repelled  onr 
largest  contractor,  who  only  awaits  your  and  Mr.  Trenholm^s  action 
to  continue  or  cancel  his  orders,  and  others  if  they  have  not  preceded 
will  certainly  follow  him,  whilst  I  am  assured  by  Major  French, 
whom  I  deem  every  way  competent  to  the  conoluflion,  that  if  he  had 
the  funds  and  could  give  his  assurance  that  the  money  would  be 
ready,  he  could  import  all  bacon  necessary  to  meet  our  wants. 

I  regret  to  find  the  credit  of  the  Government  so  low,  but  I  deal 
with  facts,  and  knowing  that  the  offer  of  sterling  at  an  uncertain 
future  period  will  prevent  our  getting  meat  from  abroad  at  once, 
without  which  the  Army  must  suffer,  I  respectfully  ask  that  cotton 
which  the  Government  can  give  shall  be  furnished  me  in  lieu  of  ster- 
ling which  it  cannot  give. 

I  know  the  policy  has  been  to  pay  no  cotton  for  goods,  and  I  have 
felt  it  due  to  that  branch  of  the  Government  with  which  I  am  con- 
nected to  remonstrate  against  the  policy  as  extremely  injurious. 
But  I  do  not  now  propose  to  argue  against  what  has  been  decided, 
nor  am  I  attempting  to  drive  the  Government  from  its  position  under 
the  stress  of  peculiar  circumstances.  I  am  seeking  only  to  provide 
for  the  present  and  near  future. 

But  it  may  be  well  to  state  a  fact  as  tending  to  abate  the  delusion 
that  tlie  present  system  can  compel  subsistence  and  as  tending  to 
clear  the  obstruction  which  this  idea  may  offer  to  this  application. 
A  report  lately  made  by  Colonel  Bayne  shows  that  about  7,000,000 
pounds  of  meat  have  been  brought  in.  Now,  first,  this  is  only  about 
one-twelfth  part  of  what  we  consume;  second,  a  very  small  propor- 
tion of  what  is  reported  has  come  in  under  the  regulations. 

I  have  not  seen  the  report,  but  I  have  a  statement  from  Colonel 
Bayne  of  the  importations  for  October  and  November.  From  that  it 
apx>ears  that  under  the  regulations  on^  345  barrels  pork  and  340 
packages  of  fish  were  imported,  whilst  under  the  Cren^iaw  contract 
there  were  imported  1,013  packages  of  bacon,  314  barrels  pork,  126 
tierces  beef,  and  1,664  cases  preserved  meats  and  vegetables. 

Under  my  and  Major  French's  agreement  with  Power,  Low  A  Co. 
were  received  340  boxes  soap,  1,054  barrels  pork  and  beef,  117  pack- 
ages of  bacon,  and  147  packages  coffee,  which  includes  Wild  Rover's 
cargo,  consisting  150  barrels  pork  and  117  boxes  bacon  (whether  on 
freight  from  our  own  accumulations  at  Nassau  or  on  ship's  account 
is  not  definitely  stated,  but  presumed  to  be  the  latter),  and  under  the 
old  contract  with  Power,  Low  &  Co.  were  received  98  boxes  bacon 
and  228  barrels  pork. 

If  the  Atlanta  had  not  been  taken  by  the  Government  the  dispro- 
portion would  have  been  still  greater  against  the  regulations  by  the 
amount  of  her  additional  cargoes,  and  possibly  from  the  ability  derived 
from  return  cargoes  to  build  more  vessels  under  the  contract  which 
included  her.  This  application  finds  an  equity  outside  of  its  impor- 
tance in  the  fact  that  this  Bureau  has  never  been  supplied  with  its 
allotment  of  sterling,  whilst  others  in  no  greater  need  have  overdrawn 
both  their  allotment  and  the  general  account.  But  it  finds  increased 
importance  in  the  fact  disclosed  in  the  accompanying  letter,  written 
by  General  Lee's  order  to  the  commanding  general,  that  desertions 
are  taking  place  in  his  army  from  short  bread  rations.  How  much 
they  will  increase  from  want  of  meat,  partial  or  absolute,  you  can 
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judge  as  well  as  myself,  and  how  near  we  are  to  that  the  following 
table,  viewed  in  connection  with  previoas  communications,  will  show: 

Statement  of  meaU  on  hand. 


PonndH. 

At  Richmond,  say  _   100, 000 

En  ronte  to  Richmond,  say   200, 000 

At  the  islands   8,500,000 

Expected  at  Naasan  from  Halifax     300, 000 


8, 100,000 

OfwUohof  beef.aay    1,000,000 

Pork  and  bacon   8,100,000 


This,  at  three  rations  to  a  pound,  will  be  6,300,000  rations,  and  of 
beef,  1,000,000  rations.  Total  rations,  7,300,000,  or  13  days'  for  100,000 
men,  without  estimating  for  losses  in  introducing  the  same  by  block- 
ade ;  these  supplies  to  be  devoted  to  subsistence  of  troops  stationed 
in  North  Carolina  and  Virginia. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  telegram  from  Major  French 
as  follows:  "  1  am  informed  this  morning  by  Bee  &  Co.  that  they  can- 
not send  out  orders  for  commissary  supplies  and  that  we  cannot  rely 
on  them  for  Importations;  their  fonds  are  exhausted.  This  cancels 
the  last  contract." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  G.  RITFFIN, 
lAetUenant- Colonel  and  Commissary  of  J^bsis^eTwe. 

[Finit  Indonainent.] 

December  19,  1864. 

Secretary  of  Treasury: 

The  perusal  of  this  copy  of  an  official  letter  in  regard  to  the  want 
of  funds  to  supply  the  Army  with  the  meat  ration  leads  to  refer  it  to 
you  for  attention.  Colonel  Wood  will  deliver  it  and  may  famish  you 
other  facts. 

JEFF»N  DAVIS. 

[Second  IndoneiDBnt.] 

December  S3, 1864. 

The  President: 

When  Colonel  Buffin  applied  for  sterling  the  account  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  with  the  depositaries  in  England  was  overdrawn 
£120,000.  This  was  fully  explained  to  Captain  Strotlier,  who  applied 
for  the  £27,500,  and  if  it  was  not  made  known  to  Colonel  Buffin  also 
it  should  have  been. 

Had  all  of  Colonel  Buffings  requirements  been  complied  with,  how- 
ever, it  would  have  contributed  nothing  to  the  relief  of  the  Commis- 
sary Department,  it  being  ascertained  that  the  parties  who  offered  to 
contract  for  the  delivery  of  meat  have  no  supplies  in  the  islands. 
And  if  the  supplies  are  to  be  procured  from  the  British  North  Amer- 
ican Provinces  and  from  England,  this  can  be  accomplished  as 
speedily  and  more  economically  by  the  Government. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  that  the  Commissary 
Department  will  send  out  a  special  agent,  and  arrangements  have 
befn  made  to  place  at  his  disposal  £100,000  to  be  used  partly  in 
the  British  North  American  Provinces  and  partly  in  England  to 
procure  supplies.  An  order  for  £20,000  has  also  been  sent  to  Messrs. 
Crenshaw  A  Co. ,  in  Liverpool,  to  apply  that  amount  from  the  proceeds 
of  cotton  to  the  purchase  of  commissary  stores. 
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Major  Walker,  in  Bermnda,  and  Mr.  Heyliger,  at  Kassan,  have 
also  been  furnished  with  £10,000  each  for  the  purchase  of  supplies — 
in  all,  £140,000,  capable  of  purchasing  four  times  as  mnoh  meat  as 
the  same  sum  eould  vas  for  at  contract  prices. 

G.  A.  TBENHOLM, 

Secreiary  of  ike  Treaswry. 

{Third  IndoneBMBt.] 

MABCH  7,  1865. 

Sbcrbtabt  of  TVab: 

This  is  sent  to  you  for  your  information  in  relation  to  a  matter 
which  has  now  only  the  interest  which  attaches  to  a  just  understand- 
ing of  the  past. 

J.  D. 


Hbadquartebs  Bbservb  Forces  of  Mississippi, 

Enierprisey  December  5,  1864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Bielimond,  Va.: 

Snt:  On  receipt  of  yours  of  the  12th  ultimo  I  immediately  addressed 
Governor  Clark  on  the  subject  of  his  accepting  the  men  of  the  reserve 
classes  and  the  military  age  in  the  State  organization  of  six-months* 
volunteers  and  the  militia,  at  the  same  time  supplying  him  with  a 
copy  of  your  letter  of  instruction  to  me.  He  telegraphed  me  to  meet 
him  at  Meridian.  The  day  following  I  had  an  interview  witii  him  in 
the  presence  of  Major-General  GaMner,  and  at  his  headquarters, 
Jackson,  Miss.  His  Excellency  stated  his  case  very  elaborately. 
I  replied.  I  dissented  from  his  views,  both  in  regard  to  his  rights 
and  the  expedienc}*^,  but  for  obvious  reasons  waived  a  discussion. 
He  then  proposed  to  make  a  case  and  test  the  quration  under  writ  of 
habeas  corpus.  I  told  him  my  orders  were  positive  and  I  donbted 
my  authority  to  wait  the  issue.  The  Governor  prompt^  replied, 
"Then  yon  must  use  force."  General  Gfudner  remarked  uiat,  with- 
out advancing  an  opinion  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  case,  he 
would  say  that  it  would  be  unfortunate  at  this  time  to  have  a  collis- 
ion, as  the  men  of  every  class  were  going  to  the  front,  and  it  would 
be  better  to  let  the  matter  stand  until  this  emei^ency  was  passed.  I 
said  I  would  necessarily  be  compelled  to  stay  proceedings,  as  all  the 
reserve  forces  were  turned  over  to  the  commander  in  the  field,  and 
beyond  my  control. 

At  a  subsequent  interview  in  the  attorney-general's  office  the 
Governor  remarked  if  Judge  Handy  (the  chief  justice  of  the  supreme 
court  of  Mississippi)  decided  adversely  to  him  he  would  turn  over 
the  men  to  me  at  once,  but  reserving  the  right  to  take  the  case  up  to 
the  supreme  court  of  the  State.  I  consented  then  to  make  a  case 
and  at  once  communicated  with  ih&  Hon.  W.  P.  Harris  on  tiie  subject, 
and  authorized  him  to  make  the  proper  arrangements  to  try  the  case. 
I  also  instructed  the  enrolling  officer  at  Jackson  to  put  himself  under 
the  directions  of  Judge  Harris  and  make  such  arrests  as  he  would 
direct.  Since  returning  to  this  place  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  communica- 
tion from  Judge  Harris,  a  copy  of  which  I  forward  to  you  herewith, 
which  will  put  you  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  in  the  case  and  the 
grounds  on  which  the  Governor  bases  his  claims. 

Although  the  Governor's  action  in  this  matter  has  almost  entirely 
frustrated  my  exertions  to  get  the  men  into  the  field,  yet  I  believe  he 
was  actuated  by  patriotic  motives  and  an  overweenhig  solicitude  for 
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the  defense  of  the  State  (which  has  greatly  suffered),  an^  not  from  a 
factions  spirit  of  opposition. 

It  will  probably  be  the  1st  of  January  before  anything  can  be  done 
toward  getting  these  men,  unless  the  judge  decides  adversely  to  the 
Governor,  when  they  will  be  placed  at  once  in  the  service.  In  the 
meantime  I  would  be  greatly  relieved  by  having  your  instructions  in 
case  the  judge  sustains  the  Governor  in  his  position.  I  will  keep  you 
advised  of  the  progress  of  this  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  BRANDON. 
Brigadier-Genercdt  Commanding. 

[iBdonenMBt.] 

Decehbbb  22, 1864. 

Assistant  Secretary: 

Will  you  prepare  an  appropriate  answer,  approving,  as  I  suppose 
will  be  best,  the  temporay  delay  and  the  trial  of  the  question,  but  not 
conceding  the  legal  claims  in  any  event?* 

J.  A.  S. 

[nioliwnra.] 

Jackson,  December  5, 1864. 

Brig.  Qen.  W.  Jj.  Brandon, 

Commanding  : 

Dkab  Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr 
communication  through  Doctor  Buck.  Very  soon  after  this  communi- 
cation was  delivered  to  me  I  chanced  to  meet  Governor  Clark  on  the 
stoeet,  and  he  at  once  pressed  me  to  confer  with  him  touching  the 
subject  of  it.  The  Governor's  object  seemed  to  be  to  convince  me 
that  he  was  actuated  in  his  purpose  to  resist  the  claim  of  the  War 
Department  to  conscribe  persons  enlisted  in  the  military  service  of 
the  State  by  a  sincere  conviction  of  his  duty  as  the  Executive  of  the 
State,  and  not  by  any  feeling  of  jealousy  or  spirit  of  obstinacy.  He 
took  the  occasion  to  explain  his  attitude  by  giving  the  history  of  the 
State  organization.  From  his  statements,  and  from  what  I  know  of 
the  subject,  the  facts  are  as  follows:  The  Legislature  of  the  State 
passed  an  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  raise  troops  for  State 
defense  by  commissioning  persons  to  raise  volunteer  companies,  reg- 
iments, 4&c.,for  active  service.  (Act  December  9,  1863.)  Under  this 
act  the  Governor  has  raised  sixteen  companies  of  volonteers-^ome 
for  the  war,  some  for  twelve  months,  and  others  for  six  months.  The 
composition  of  these  companies  embraces  men  of  every  class  and 
liable  under  all  the  acts  of  conscription  of  the  Confederate  States, 
but  chiefly  persons  belonging  to  the  class  of  reserves,  and  enlisted 
subsequent  to  the  act  of  February,  1864.  It  is  asserted  by  the  Gov- 
ernor that  although  he  has  thus  enlisted  persons  liable  to  be  enrolled 
in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  they  were  not  actually 
enrolled — "brought  under  the  authority  of  the  Confederate  States " 
(to  use  his  language) — at  the  time  of  their  enlistment  in  the  State 
service.  On  this  state  of  the  facts  the  Governor  contends  that  the 
State,  having  reserved  power  to  raise  troops  in  time  of  war,  was  at 
liberty  to  appropriate  any  class  of  her  citizens  not  actually  brought 
under  che  control  of  the  Confederate  States  by  enrollment  in  the 
servioe.  The  Governor  was  unable  to  furnish  to  me  the  corre- 
spondence with  theSecretai7  of  War,  as  that  correspondence  consisted 

See  Seddon  to  Brandon,  Decembar  SS,  p.  96S. 
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in  brief  telegrams  and  verbal  commnnlcations,  tbrongh  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Watson,  of  the  C.  S.  Senate,  but  I  am  assured,  however,  by  the  letter 
of  instructions  of  the  Secretary  to  which  you  refer  me,  and  other 
insfonctions  from  that  quarter,  that  the  Secretary  of  War  has 
determined  to  deny  practically  the  claim  of  the  Governor  to  retain 
IMrsons  in  the  State  service  who  are  liable  to  conscription. 

I  make  this  statement  of  the  facts  in  order  that  you  may  see  whether 
I  am  sufficiently  informed  of  the  x>oints  in  controversy. 

If  there  are  other  features  of  the  case  not  indicated  here  and  deemed 
by  you  to  be  necessary  to  enable  me  to  act  under  your  Jetter,  I  should  * 
be  glad  to  be  informed  by  letter  or  otherwise. 

The  Governor  informs  me  distinctly  that  he  would  resist  the  attempt 
to  place  the  State  troops  in  the  Confederate  service  under  the  con- 
script act,  and  would  employ  force.  While  I  am  persuaded  that  the 
Secretary  will  exhaust  every  fair  expedient  to  avoid  a  collision,  I 
refrain  from  giving  any  advice  on  that  point.  The  proposition  of 
Governor  Clack  to  allow  proceedings  under  the  late  order  of  the  War 
Department  to  bo  stayed  until  his  claim  ^all  be  tested  by  a  judicial 
decision,  as  it  does  not  seek  to  bind  you  by  such  decision  and  o£Fers 
a  means  of  avoiding  a  collision,  should  be  accepted  under  the  circum- 
stances in  which  you  are  placed  at  present.  At  the  same  time  I  think 
it  would  be  well  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  inform  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  of  the  reasons  for  the  temporary  forbearance  to  put  his 
order  into  execution. 

I  take  the  occasion  to  say  that  1  think  the  claim  of  the  Governor  is 
without  foundation.  The  act  of  the  Legislature  was  never  designed 
to  interfere  with  the  ground  covered  by  the  acts  of  Congress,  and  is 
indeed  but  part  of  the  militia  system  of  the  State.  But  the  position 
of  the  War  Department  has  been  deliberately  taken,  and  it  is  of  no 
importance  that  my  opinion  accords  with  that  of  Mr.  Seddon. 

I  will  remain  here  until  Wednesday  morning  and  yon  can  inform 
me  by  telegraph  whether  I  can  proceed  as  heretofore  directed  or  oome 
to  you  for  further  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c. ,  your  obedient  servant. 


Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  South  Carolina. 

AN  ACT  to  alter  and  amend  the  militia  laws  of  this  State. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  R^resentatives  now 
met  and  sitting  in  General  Assembly  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  all  free  male  whito  persons 
within  this  State  between  tlie  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty,  not  exempt 
from  active  service  without  the  limits  of  the  district  in  whici.  they 
reside  by  the  militia  laws  of  this  State,  shall  be  liable  to  active  mili- 
t-ary  duty  without  the  limits  of  this  State  at  the  call  of  His  Excellency 
the  Governor. 

*  •  *  * .  «  «  * 

m.  That  all  free  male  white  persons  within  the  State  between  the 
ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty,  not  embraced  in  the  active  militia,  sh^  be 
liable  to  military  duty  in  cases  of  alarm,  invasion,  insurrection,  or  as 
the  posse  comitatus,  anywhere  within  the  limits  of  the  State. 
**««**« 

Passed  December  6,  1864. 


W.  P.  HARRIS. 
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Confederate  States  Depository, 
Wilmington^  N.  C,  December  6',  2S64. 

E.  Murray,  Esq., 

WUmvngtorit  N.  C: 
Sir:  Tonr  letter  of  this  date  stating  that  a  rumor  exists  that  the 
Advance  when  captnred  had  on  freight  a  large  amount  of  si)ecie,  and 
asking  if  I  can  give  any  light  on  the  subject,  is  to  hand.  In  reply  I 
beg  to  state  that  I  do  not  know  that  the  Advance  had  any  specie  or 
freight  when  she  was  captured.  I  did  not  ship  any  on  her  that  trip. 
Very  respectfully, 

HENRY  SAVAGE, 
Dexjosiiary  Confederate  States. 


AN  ACT  in  relation  to  the  public  defense. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Hovse  of  Representatives 
of  the  Siaie  of  Florida  in  General  Assembly  convened^  That  whenever 
a  demand  shall  be  made  by  the  Confederate  States  Government  for 
slaves  to  labor  on  the  public  works  in  this  State,  and  such  demand  be 
in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  Confederate  States  and  with  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  of  Florida,  the  Governor  of  this 
State  shall  order  an  impressment  pro  rata,  which  shall  be  strictly 
uniform  and  eqnitable  of  the  free  negroes  and  slaves  of  this  State. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  such  impressment  shall  be  made 
on  the  orders  of  the  Governor,  by  the  sheriff  of  the  several  counties. 
Any  sheriff  failing  to  obey  said  order  shall  be  punished,  on  conviction, 
by  fine  and  imprisonment  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  the  Gov- 
ernor shall,  on  failure  of  any  sheriff  to  obey  said  order,  direct  the 
duty  to  be  performed  by  the  coroner,  or  such  other  civil  officer  of  the 
county  as  he  may  seleot,  who  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  penalties  in 
case  of  foilnre. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  fwrfher  emicted.  That  no  demand  as  [or]  impressment 
of  slaves  or  free  negroes  in  the  State  shall  be  made  except  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  this  law,  and  if  any  shall  be  made  in 
violation  thereof,  it  is  hereby  declared  unlawful  and  void. 

Approved  December  7,  1864. 


Executive  Department, 
Richmond^  Va.,  December  7,  1S64- 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Delegates: 

I  am  gratified  that  you  have  again  met  in  Greneral  Assembly  to  take 
into  consideration  the  condition  of  our  afflicted  Commonwealth.  At 
the  period  of  yonr  last  adjournment  our  enemy  was  engaged  in  vast 

Srei>arations  for  the  capture  and  occupation  of  this  prond  cil^. 
[aving  completed  his  preparations  by  the  organization  of  one  of  the 
most  formidable  armies  ever  assembled  on  this  continent,  he,  about 
the  Ist  of  May  last,  commenced  his  march.  He  relied  with  confidence 
upon  his  vast  numbers  and  thorough  equipment  for  an  early  consum- 
mation of  his  long-deferred  hopes.  I^ed  by  the  greatest  of  his  cap- 
tains, flushed  with  numerous  successes,  it  was  entirely  natural  that  he 
^ould  fearlessly  look  to  the  future,  while  we  should  contemplate  it 
with  uneasiness  and  apprehension.   He  had,  however,  scarcely  crossed 
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the  Rapidan  before  our  noble  army,  led  by  that  great  and  good  man, 
General  R.  E.  Lee,  breaking  up  their  camp,  daehed  npon  his  haughty 
colunuiB,  and,  after  one  of  the  bloodiest  and  best-contested  battles  of 
the  war,  taught  the  enemy  to  respect  the  army  he  had  affected  to 
despise,  and  to  know  that  his  march  to  Richmond  would  be  attended 
with  difficulties  and  dangers  he  had  not  anticipated.  I  shall  not 
undertake  to  detail  the  series  of  bloody  Iwttles  which  were  fought  on 
the  road  to  Richmond,  nor  tell  how  the  enen^^,  although  continually 
strengthened  by  heavy  re-enforcements,  was  compelled  to  leave  the 
city  to  his  right,  until  finally  he  oroased  the  James  and  undertook  by 
a  coup  de  main  to  carry  the  city  of  Petersburg;  nor  how,  after  nearly 
a  seven  months*  campaign  of  unexampled  slaughter  of  his  men,  he 
still  finds  himself  with  hope  deferred,  and  but  little  prospect  of  real- 
izing expectations  so  confidently  entertained  for  the  last  three  years. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  you,  gentlemen,  are  here  in  safety;  here  in  calm 
deliberation;  here  to  digest  those  measures  which  are  still  required  by 
the  dangers  we  have  yet  to  meet. 

It  is  right,  however,  that  I  should  warn  you  that  the  enemy  is  dili- 
gently engaged  in  strengthening  his  army  and  in  recovering  from  the 
exhaustion  caused  by  his  repeated  defeats.  It  is  difficult,  really,  to 
comprehend  our  foe.  The  right  of  self-government  was  establi^ed 
by  the  blood  of  our  Revolutionary  fatlMrs,  was  procledmed  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  is  ingrafted  in  the  constitutions  of 
all  the  States;  and  yet  the  United  Stat^,  with  reckless  extmvaganoe 
in  men  and  money,  unparalleled  in  the  world's  history,  is  denying  this 
right,  and  seeking  to  overthrow  and  subjugate  the  people  who  pro- 
claim it,  and  who  only  ask  to  be  let  alone — who,  for  simply  asserting 
and  maintaining  this  principle,  are  pursued  with  a  venom,  midignil^, 
and  hate  tinknown  in  civilized  war. 

With  everjrthing  dear  to  man  at  stake,  I  cannot  suppose  that  there 
will  be  any  hesitation  on  your  part  to  embody  the  whole  resources  of 
the  State,  in  men  and  means,  in  order  to  enable  us  succ^fully  to 
avert  the  awful  doom  our  enemy  has  in  store  for  us.  One  of  your  first 
duties,  gentlemen,  will  be  to  take  into  consideration  the  measures  to 
bring  into  the  field  all  able-bodied  men  who  are  not  necessary  to  the 
State  government.  It  is  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  understand  the 
logic  which  exempts  State  officers  who  are  not  necessary  for  the  State 
government;  and  yet  it  is  the  fact  that  the  judges  are  undertaking  to 
turn  loose  from  the  grasp  of  military  authority  men  without  any  duty 
to  perform,  upon  the  ground  that  they  are  officers  provided  by  the 
constitution  and  the  laws.  There  are  some  forty  or  fifty  counties  of 
Virginia  within  the  enemy's  lines,  most  of  them  under  a  regular  gov- 
ernment of  the  enemy.  The  State  officers  therein  have  been,  where 
loyal,  of  course,  expelled  from  office  and  are  refugees.  Most  of  them 
have  acquired  new  homes  and  formed  new  social  and  business  rela- 
tions, and  may  not  return  to  thefr  counties  until  this  war  ^all  ter- 
minate. Many  will  never  return  even  with  peace,  and  it  may  be  a 
question,  if  they  should  do  so,  whether  they  would  have  a  right  to 
resume  their  offices.  Under  the  laws  and  the  constitution  the  counties 
will  averse  about  sixty  officers,  furnishing  within  the  enemy's  lines 
a  number  equal  to  about  2,000,  constituting  a  force  snffloienl^  it  may 
be,  to  turn  tiie  tide  of  a  great  battle.  Yet,  according  to  the  decisions 
of  some  of  the  judges,  these  officers  would  be  exempt  from  military 
duty,  although  without  civil  duties  to  perform,  and  with  a  great  prol>- 
ability  that  they  will  have  none  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 
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The  court  of  appeals  in  the  case  of  BurronghB  vs.  Peyton,  &o.,  has 
well  said: 

The  obligation  of  the  citizen  to  render  military  eerrice  is  a  paramonnt  social 
and  political  dnty.  It  is  a  matter  in  which  the  whole  body  politic  is  interested. 
"  The  citizens  hare  a  right,  collectively  and  individnally,  to  the  service  of  each 
other  to  avert  any  danger  which  may  be  menaced.  The  manner  in  which  the 
service  ia  to  be  apportioned  among  them  is  a  matter  for  legislation."  The  Gov- 
ernment, as  the  agent  and  trustee  of  the  i>eople,  is  charged  with  the  whole  mili- 
tary strength  of  the  nation,  in  order  that  it  may  be  employed  so  as  to  insure  the 
safety  of  ul.  The  power  which  it  has  to  enforce  the  performance  of  the  obliga- 
tion to  render  mlUtary  serrice  is  given  that  it  may  be  used,  not  abdicated.  No 
T^ht  has  been  conferred  on  the  Gtovemment  to  divest  inself ,  by  contract  or  other- 
wise, of  the  power  of  emplo3nng  whenever,  and  as  the  ezigem^es  of  the  coantnr 
may  demand,  the  whole  military  strength  that  has  been  placed  at  its  disposal. 
As  the  nature  and  extent  of  those  exigencies  cannot  be  foreseen,  and  it  is  impos^- 
ble  to  say  in  advance  that  the  services  of  every  citizen  capable  of  bearing  arms 
may  not  become  indispensable  for  the  defense  of  the  country,  the  Qovemment 
has  no  right  to  enter  into  any  contract  precluding  it  from  requiring  those  serv- 
ices, if  they  should  be  needed.  If  there  be  such  right,  the  spectacle  might  be  pre- 
sented of  a  nation  subjugated  and  destroyed  at  a  time  when  it  had  within  its 
limits  citizens  amply  snfBcient  to  defend  it  snccessfully  ^rainst  all  the  assaults  of 
its  enemies,  hut  whom  services  could  not  be  commanded  because,  forsooth,  the 
Government  had  contracted  with  them  that  they  shoold  not  be  required  to  serve 
in  the  Army. 


The  power  of  coercing  the  citizen  to  render  miUtary  service  for  such  time  and 
under  sach  circnmstanoes  as  the  Gtovemment  may  think  fit  is  a  transcendent 
power ;  but  so  far  from  being  inconsistent  with  liberty,  is  essential  to  its  preser- 
vation. A  nation  cannot  foresee  the  extent  of  the  dangers  to  which  it  may  be 
exposed.  It  must,  therefore,  grant  to  its  government  a  power  equal  to  every 
possible  emergency ;  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  giving  to  it  the  control  of  its 
whole  military  strength.  The  danger  that  the  power  may  be  abused  ciumot  ren- 
der it  proper  to  withhold  it,  for  it  is  necessary  to  the  national  life. 

It  would  seem  to  me  that  the  doctrine  of  these  extracts  covers  the 
whole  question;  but  should  there  be  a  doubt  remaining,  the  following 
extract  from  the  same  able  opinion,  repeating  a  well-established  rule 
of  law,  must  dispel  it: 

The  well-established  rule  of  construction  is,  that  all  grants  of  privileges  and 
exemptions  from  general  burdens  are  to  be  construed  liberally  in  favor  of  the 
irablic,  and  strictly  as  against  the  grantee.  Whatever  is  not  plainly  expressed 
and  unequivocally  granted  is  taken  to  be  withheld. 

Taken  in  this  view,  how  can  there  he  a  question?  The  officers 
referred  to  are  local  officers;  their  duties  are  local;  they  forfeit  their 
ofiices  if  they  leave  their  counties.  The  justices  of  the  peace  are  com- 
pelled to  reside  in  the  districts  from  which  they  are  elected,  and  yet 
these  officers  are  refugees;  that  ia,  resident  out  of  their  counties.  In 
undertaking  to  prote^  them  against  the  forfeiture  provided  by  law 
the  courts  have  to  assume  that  they  are  excused  from  the  residence 
required  in  consequence  of  the  compulsion  of  the  enemy.  Is  not  this 
inference  judicial  legislation?  At  any  rate,  no  act  of  Assembly 
authorizes  such  an  inference;  and  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  law 
would  not  have  provided  for  such  a  case  had  the  Legislature  deemed  it 
proper  to  do  so  ?  At  least,  can  it  be  said  that  there  is  no  doubt  upon 
the  subject;  and  if  a  doubt,  that  it  should  not,  in  the  language  of  an 
extract  already  quoted,  be  construed  liberally  in  favor  of  the  public  ? 
How  can  the  State  be  injured  by  the  view  for  which  I  contend?  How 
it  may  be  prejudiced  by  the  converee  of  the  proposition  all  can  see. 
But  to  exempt  this  large  class  of  officers,  or  any  portion  of  them, 
when  they  have  no  service  to  perform,  is,  it  seems  to  me,  plainly 
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anconstitutional.  The  fourtli  article  of  the  bill  of  rights  reads  as 
follows : 

That  no  man  or  set  of  men  are  entitled  to  ezclosive  or  snutrate  emoluments  or 
privileges  from  the  community  but  in  consideration  of  pnblic  services. 

Will  not  these  officers,  without  civil  duties  to  perform,  enjoy  per- 
sonal privileges  ?  Surely  it  may  legitimately  be  argued  that,  so  far 
from  being  exempted,  they  ai-e  under  a  special  obligation,  in  addition 
to  the  general  one  attaching  to  eveiy  citizen,  to  fight  for  the  recoverj' 
of  their  counties.  They  have  been  ousted  of  their  offices,  have  con- 
sequently suffered  a  personal  injury,  and  will  realize  a  special  advan- 
tage in  the  recovery  of  the  counties  from  which  they  have  been 
expelled.  I  know  it  is  contended  that  these  officers  are  entitled  to 
exemption  under  the  decision  of  the  court  in  the  case  from  which  I 
have  so  freely  quoted,  and  the  following  extract  is  relied  upon  in  sup- 
port of  the  position : 

It  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  the  Gtovemment  of  the  CJonfederate  States  can 
rightfully  destroy  the  government  of  the  States  which  created  It ;  and  all  tiie 
powers  conferred  on  it  mnet  be  understood  to  have  been  given  with  thie  limitation 
that  in  executing  them  nothing  shall  be  done  to  interfere  with  the  independent 
exercise  of  its  sovereign  powers  by  each  State.  Congress  can  have  no  right, 
therefore,  to  deprive  a  State  of  any  officer  necessary  to  the  action  of  its  govern- 
ment, and  the  State  itself  is  the  sole  judge  as  to  the  officers  that  are  necessary  for 
t^t  purpose. 

I  entirely  concnr  with  the  doctrine  here  expressed;  but  can.  it  be 
said  that  the  officers  of  a  locality  within  the  enemy's  Unes,  and  under 
the  regular  supervision  of  the  agents  of  a  foreign  Government,  are 
necessary  to  the  action  of  the  government  of  the  State?  And  under 
this  doctrine  can  any  officer  of  a  county  within  our  own  jurisdiction 
be  entitled  to  exemption  unless  he  be  necessary?  It  is  said,  hWever, 
that  aU  the  officers  named  in  the  constitution  and  provided  by  the 
law  are  pronounced  necessary  by  the  very  highest  authority,  and  can 
under  no  circumstances  l>e  questioned,  and  whether  employed  or  not 
cannot  be  required  to  perform  any  other  duties  than  those  for  which 
they  were  elected.  Surely  this  will  strike  the  reflecting  mind  with 
surprise.  The  constitution  intended  to  provide  a  frame  of  govern- 
ment for  those  on  whom  it  was  to  operate.  It  was  necessarily  exper- 
imental. The  offices  authorized  were  doubtless  presumed  to  be 
necessary;  but  if  found  to  be  otherwise,  why  should  those  appointed 
to  fill  them  be  relieved  from  the  performance  of  other  duties  required 
by  the  wants  of  the  community  ?  Indeed,  I  lay  it  down  as  a  broad 
proposition  that  no  person  occupying  office  is  exempt  from  the  other 
duties  of  a  citizen,  except  on  the  score  of  incompatibility.  I  ask  with 
confidence,  why  should  a  citizen  be  excused  from  other  obligations 
when  they  do  not  interfere  with  the  performace  of  those  to  which  he 
is  specially  elected  ?  If  a  man  can  perform  more  than  one  duty,  why 
should  he  not  do  it  ?  I  would  like  to  hear  a  good  and  sufficient  reason 
in  answer  to  this  interrogatory.  It  would  be  a  great  reflection  upon 
those  who  framed  the  constitution  to  suppose  that  they  intended  any 
such  conclusion,  and  in  the  absence  of  all  provisions  to  that  effect  it 
cannot  be  presumed.  Nowhere  in  the  constitution  is  provision  made  in 
terms  for  exemption.  It  is  inferential  merely,  and  then  only  upon 
the  ground  of  incompatibility  of  service.  The  same  remarks  will 
apply  to  the  Legislature.  The  doctrine  contended  for  may  lead  to  the 
most  fatal  results.  If  all  the  officers  designated  in  the  constitution 
and  in  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof  are  to  be  exempted  because 
they  are  State  officers;  if  all  the  justices  of  the  peace  vho,  the 
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bye,  were  never  exempted  until  the  Ist  of  October,  1862,  having  from 
the  Revolution  to  that  jwriod  heen  required  to  perform  military  duty; 
if  all  sheriffs  and  clerks  and  their  deputies;  all  commissioners  of  the 
revenue;  all  surveyors  and  Commonwealth's  attorneys;  all  constables 
and  overseers  of  Iftie  poor;  all  county  agents  for  supplying  soldiers* 
families;  all  salt  agents,  commercial  agents,  Ac;  all  employes  of 
banks,  cities,  towns,  »fcc. ,  are  to  be  exempt  indiscriminately,  and  with- 
out reference  to  their  necessity,  then,  indeed,  in  the  language  of  the 
decision  so  frequently  quoted,  '*  the  spectacle  might  be  presented  of  a 
nation  subjugated  and  destroyed  at  a  time  when  it  had  within  its 
limits  citizens  amply  sufficient  to  defend  it  against  all  the  assaults  of 
its  enemies,  but  whose  services  could  not  be  commanded,  because, 
forsooth,  the  Government  had  contracted  with  them  that  they  should 
not  be  required  to  serve  in  the  army."  So  far  in  this  State  the  num- 
ber of  exempts  is  comparatively  small,  but  in  other  States  we  are  told 
it  is  widely  different  At  this  time  a  powerful  army  of  the  enemy  is 
sweeping  over  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  which,  under  the  dootrine  con- 
tended for,  there  is  now  an  army  of  exempts — exempts  because  offi- 
cers and  employes  of  the  State  government. 

At  this  time  the  pressure  of  the  service  inspires  a  verj'  common 
desire  to  escax>e  from  it;  and  the  remedy  by  habeas  corpus,  designed 
for  extraordinary  acts  of  official  tyranny  or  individual  acts  of  oppres- 
sion, is  daily  resorted  to,  to  extricate  the  citizen  from  the  holy  duty 
of  defending  the  country.  Lawyers  of  every  degree  hie  to  the  feast 
thus  spread  before  them,  and  judges  in  chambers  and  in  court  feel 
constrained  to  apply  the  principles  of  the  writ  to  those  but  little  better 
than  moral  deserters  from  the  standard  of  their  coantiy,  and  at  a  time, 
too,  when  she  is  struggling  in  a  death  grapple  with  her  gigantic  fot>. 
Bat  do  tJie  j  udges  [agree]  among  themselves  in  a  uniform  application  of 
the  same  principle  ?  In  North  Carolina  exemption  assumes  the  broad- 
est form,  while  in  Alabama  a  much  narrower  rule  is  adopted;  and 
even  in  Virginia  some  differences  exist  But  all,  I  believe,  concur 
that  the  judges  have  the  right  to  pronounce  who  are  exempted  from 
military  duty  by  reason  of  their  office,  notwithstanding  the  Legishi- 
ture  and  the  Executive  may  entertain  a  different  opinion.  It  does 
not  matter  what  the  Legislature  may  declare  by  law;  it  does  not 
matter  who  the  Executive  may  deem  necessary  to  enable  him  to  see 
the  laws  faithfully  execut-ed,  the  court  understands  better  than  their 
coequal  and  co-ordinate  departments  what  is  necessary  to  preserve 
the  State  governments.  Against  this  I  enter  my  firm  yet  respectful 
protest. 

The  second  article  of  the  constitution  reads  as  follows : 

The  legisIatiTej  execatave,  and  judiciary  departments  shall  be  separate  and  dis- 
tinct, so  that  neither  exercise  lae  powers  properly  belonging  to  either  of  the 
others ;  nor  shall  anv  person  exercise  the  powers  of  more  than  one  of  them  at  the 
same  time,  except  wat  justices  ot  the  peace  shall  be  eligible  to  either  House  of 
AssemiAy. 

The  Massachusetts  constitution  still  more  emphatically  declares 
that  '*in  the  government  of  this  Commonwealth  the  legislative 
department  shall  never  exercise  the  executive  and  judicial  powers,  or 
either  of  them;  the  executive  shall  never  exercise  the  legislative  or 
judicial  powers,  or  either  of  them;  the  judicial  shall  never  exercise 
the  executive  and  legislative  powers,  or  either  of  them;  to  the  end 
that  it  may  be  a  government  of  laws,  and  not  of  men,"  Of  course, 
all  interm^uie  of  these  departments,  except  as  provided  in  the  con- 
stitution, must  be  in  violation  thereof.    These  departments  are 
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co-ordinate,  and  each  is  supreme  and  independent  of  the  othoTS 
within  their  respective  spheres.  This  is  the  theory  of  the  constitation 
at  least;  and  it  is  the  universal  sentiment  of  the  American  people 
that  their  complete  separation  is  essential  to  public  liberty.  The 
Federalist  has  strongly  said  that  ''the  accumlatlon  of  all  powers, 
legislative,  executive,  and  judicial,  in  the  same  hands,  whether  of 
one,  a  few,  or  many,  and  whether  hereditary,  self-appointed,  or 
elective,  may  be  justly  considered  the  very  definition  of  tyranny." 
Can  it  be,  then,  that  the  judiciary  can  properly  prescribe  its  own 
bounds  as  well  as  those  of  its  co-ordinate  departments?  Where  is 
the  authority  for  it?  It  cannot  be  found  either  in  the  constitution 
or  the  law — a  fact  conclusive  against  the  jurisdiction  assumed.  I 
know  the  general  sentiment  is  otherwise,  and  that  it  is  insisted  that 
the  power  is  essential,  and  must  therefore  exist.  This,  I  submit,  is 
begging  the  question,  and  cannot  be  conceded.  Were  it  so,  then  the 
independence  and  equality  of  the  departments  would  no  longer  exist 
The  power  in  one  to  give  law  to  the  other  demonstrates  thistco  clearly 
to  require  argument. 

While,  however,  it  may  be  conceded  that  the  judicial  department, 
in  the  last  resort,  is  the  final  expositor  of  the  constitution  as  to  all 
questions  of  a  judicial  nature,  it  is  equally  clear  that  it  cannot  assume 
jurisdiction  of  political  questions.  This  doctrine  was  quite  elabo- 
rately treated  in  the  case  of  Luther  vs.  Borden  et  cd.  (7  How.  B.) 

In  the  celebrated  Dorr  Case,  out  of  which  the  one  quoted  sprung, 
this  doctrine  was  treated,  and  it  was  declared  that  the  court  could 
not  take  jurisdiction  of  questions  of  political  power.  For  instance, 
that  it  was  the  right  of  the  political  jwwer  to  decide  which  was  the 
rightful  constitution  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  the  charter  or  that 
known  as  the  Dorr  constitution;  that  it  was  not  a  judicial  question. 
So  it  was  conceded  that  the  President  alone  had  the  right  to  decide 
when  such  insurrection  or  rebellion  existed  in  a  State  as  required  him 
to  call  out  the  militia;  that  it  was  not  a  judicial  question.  So  in  cases 
of  contested  elections  before  the  Senate,  they  involved  a  question  of 
political  power  to  be  decided  by  that  body.  So  likewise  in  case  of  a 
treaty  or  the  recognition  of  foreign  nations,  they  involved  questions  of 
political  i)ower  over  which  the  judlciaiy  could  not  take  jurisdiction. 
I  respectfully  submit  that  this  important  distinction  should  be  taken 
by  our  judges.  When  the  Legislature  declares  who  shall  be  subject 
to  military  duty,  it  is  an  act  of  political  power  with  which,  it  seems  to 
me,  the  judiciary  should  not  interfere;  and  when  the  Executive,  to 
whom  the  special  duty  is  assigned  of  seeing  the  laws  faithfully 
executed,  decides  that  a  certain  officer  or  employ^  is  not  necessary, 
it  is  an  act  of  i>olitical  power  which  should  equally  command  the  for- 
bearance of  the  courts.  It  was  objected  in  the  case  just  quoted  that 
In  conceding  to  the  President  the  decision  as  to  which  was  the  right- 
ful constitution  of  Rhode  Island,  it  was  3rielding  him  a  dangerous 
power  which  might  be  abused.  The  learned  judge  who  pronounced 
the  opinion  of  the  court  emphatically  said  in  reply: 

All  power  may  be  abased  if  placed  in  unworthy  hands ;  bnt  it  wonld  be  diffi- 
cult, we  think,  to  point  ont  any  other  hands  in  which  this  power  would  be  more 
safe,  and  at  the  same  time  equally  effectual.  At  all  events,  it  is  conferred  upon 
him  by  the  Constitntion  and  the  laws  of  the  United  Statee,  and  most  tturef ore  be 
respected  and  enforced  In  its  judicial  tribonals. 

Ton,  gentlemen,  can  apply  this  quotation ;  but  I  may  be  pardoned — 
as  the  several  departments  take  the  same  oath  of  office,  that  of 
fidelity  to  the  Constitution,  and  are  all,  in  the  view  of  the  oonatitn- 
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tion,  equally  honest,  capable,  and  faitliful — if  I  claim,  for  the  legisla- 
tive  and  execntive  departments  the  same  right  to  judge  of  their  own 
powers  that  is  exercised  by  the  judiciary  as  to  theirs.  This  is  indis- 
pensable to  preserve  the  eqnilibriom  of  the  several  departments-^ 
matter  of  the  last  importance,  as  upon  it  depends  the  preservation  of 
constitutional  liberty,  according  to  all  writers  upon  free  government. 

My  conclusions,  then,  are  that  the  several  departments  have  no 
right  to  define  the  political  powers  of  each  other;  that  political  power 
is  not  of  a  judicial  nature;  that  there  is  no  authority  in  the  Constitu- 
tion or  the  laws  which  gives  to  the  judiciary  the  right  to  define  its 
own  boundaries  and  those  of  the  other  branches  of  the  Government; 
that  whatever  may  be  the  necessity  of  having  a  tribunal  clothed  with 
snch  powers,  none  has  been  provided  and  cannot  be  provided  by  judi- 
cial construction;  that  the  right  on  the  part  of  the  several  depart- 
ments to  refuse  to  co-operate  in  the  unconstitutional  measures  of  eadli 
other,  of  which  each  has  an  equal  right  to  judge,  is  eminently  proper, 
healthful  in  action,  and  well  calculated  to  preserve  intact  that  divis- 
ion of  powers  guaranteed  in  the  second  article  of  the  Constitution. 
That  the  Constitution  contains  no  exception,  confers  no  privilege, 
except  "in  consideration  of  public  services;"  that  election  to  office 
does  not  protect  any  man  against  other  duties,  except  so  far  as  they 
may  be  in  confiict  with  those  to  which  he  was  elected ;  that,  in  the 
language  of  the  court  of  appeals,  *'the  obligation  of  the  citizen  to 
render  military  service  is  a  paramount,  social,  and  political  duty," 
from  which  no  man  can  be  dischai^ed,  except  on  account  of  his  civil 
duties,  and  only  to  the  extent  required  by  such  duties;  that  military 
service  **is  a  matter  in  which  the  whole  body  politic  is  interested;" 
that  '*the  citizens  have  a  right,  collectively  and  individually,  to  the 
service  of  each  other  to  avert  any  danger  which  may  be  menaced,"  of 
whidi  they  cannot  lawfully  and  on^t  not  to  be  deprived  by  any 
authority  whatever.  And  I  here,  in  the  name  of  pratriotism,  of  our 
manhood,  of  our  dear  old  State,  rent  and  torn  by  a  vandal  foe,  and 
of  our  bleeding  country,  protest  firmly,  but  respectfully,  against  the 
entire  doctrine  which  would  give  to  able-bodied  men  the  legal  right 
to  walk  abroad  untouched  amid  the  general  suffering  and  desolation. 

I  have  uniformly  acted  upon  the  principle  that  the  State  govern- 
ment had  an  inherent  right  of  self-preservation,  which  involved  the 
right  to  all  the  oflScers  and  employes  of  every  description  necessary 
thereto.  I  have  never  hesitated  to  claim  all  such  persons,  and  to 
assert  a  right  to  judge  for  myself  as  to  the  necessity  of  such  persons 
as  against  the  Confederate  Government.  I  understand  this  principle 
to  have  been  broadly  conceded  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  17th  of 
Febmuy,  1864.  This  act  ^id  not  undertake  to  grant  power  to  the 
Governors  of  the  States,  who  could  not  accept  power  from  such  a 
source,  even  had  such  been  the  design  of  the  act.  But  I  repeat,  I 
do  not  understand  it  to  have  had  any  such  purpose  in  view.  The 
certificate  spoken  of  in  the  act  was  merely  designed  to  obtain  infor- 
mation of  the  Gk>vemors  of  the  States  of  the  persons  claimed  by  the 
States  as  their  officers  and  employes,  and  such  certificates  are  very 
properly  conceded  by  that  act  to  be  conclusive  upon  the  Confederate 
authorities.  Recognizing  in  the  Confederate  Government  the  right 
to  the  whole  military  power  of  the  States,  except  to  the  extent  of 
such  persons  as  are  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  the  State  gov- 
ernment and  the  execution  of  her  laws,  I  have  uniformly  confined  my 
certificates  of  exemption  or  claim  to  such  persons  as  I  regarded  neces- 
sary tb«refor.   In  tbe  case  of  justices  of  the  peace  I  did  not  and  do 
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not  believe  that  the  number  aathorized  by  law  was  necessary  to  the 
execution  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  them.  I  know  perfect^  well 
that  three,  instead  of  four,  are  amply  sufficient  for  all  the  purpoaes 
of  the  State;  and  I  aimed,  as  a  general  rule,  to  conjQne  myself  to  that 
number.  I  recognized  the  right  of  all,  however,  to  be  commiBSioned; 
and  deeming  such  to  be  my  constitutional  duty,  commissioned  those 
who  had  been  duly  elected  by  the  people. 

It  is  not  a  little  curious  that  justices  of  the  peace,  at  least  from  the 
first  Revolution  up  to  the  present  one,  have  never  been  regarded 
otherwise  than  subject  to  military  service.  They  have  been  treated 
uniformly  as  a  part  of  tiie  militia.  They  fought  in  the  first  Revolu- 
tion; they  fought  in  the  year  1812;  they  mustered  at  cross-roads  and 
other  places  of  meeting,  and  the  exempting  favor  of  the  Legislature 
never  reached  them  until  the  1st  of  October,  1862.  It  is  strange  that 
in  the  midst  of  a  deadly  struggle  your  predecessors  should  have 
deemed  it  proper  for  the  first  time  to  protect  these  gentlemen  from 
military  service,  pronounced  by  the  highest  judicial  authority  of  this 
State  to  be  "a  paramount  social  and  political  duty."  It  is  also 
strange  that  for  the  first  time  it  should  be  treated  as  a  judicial  ques- 
tion, and  that  our  judges  should  likewise  concur  in  pronouncing 
them  exempt  from  military  service,  and  that,  too,  notwithstanding 
the  same  high  authority  to  which  I  have  just  referred  has  pronoanced 
military  service  "a  matter  in  which  the  whole  body  jwlitic  is  inter- 
ested." 

But  so  it  is,  and  yielding  to  the  force  of  this  combined  opinion,  I 
respectfully  suggest  for  your  consideration  the  passage  of  a  law 
which  will  diminish  the  number  of  these  oflftcers,  and  restrict  their 
selection  to  persons  of  an  age  usually  beyond  the  jwriod  of  military 
service.  I  propose  the  passage  of  a  law  diminishing  the  number  of 
the  districts  in  the  several  counties,  and  confining  the  election  of 
magistrates  to  persons  over  forty-five  years  of  age.  There  is  no 
question  of  your  power  to  enact  such  a  law;  there  is  no  doubt  of  its 
giving  great  satiofactiou  to  the  people,  and  the  discreditable  efforts 
which  were  made  in  certain  localities  by  hale  and  hearty  young  men 
to  obtain  their  election  as  justices  of  the  peace,  thereby  to  secure 
their  exemption  from  the  honor  of  defending  their  country,  would  no 
longer  reflect  upon  the  patriotism  of  our  people.  But  many  of  our 
best  citizens  are  unwilling  to  yield  any  of  our  State  oflBcers  or 
employes  to  the  claims  of  the  Confederate  Government.  They  are 
entirely  willing  to  see  such  pereons  embodied  in  a  State  force,  to  be 
called  out  on  great  emergencies,  because  under  State  authority  they 
can  be  returned  to  their  civil  functions  as  soon  as  the  emeigency 
shall  have  passed.  Apart  from  the  gceat  principle  of  the  salits 
popidiy  they  Insist  that  it  is  entirely  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature 
to  embody  the  State  ofQcers,  &c.,  as  an  auxiliary  force,  under  t^e 
circumstances  to  which  I  have  referred.  In  Georgia  this  principle  is 
acted  upon,  and  under  it  (iovemor  Brown  has  been  enabled  to 
embody  an  army  of  considerable  size,  which  has  rendered  and  is  ren- 
dering valuable  service  in  the  campaign  in  his  great  State.  In 
Mississippi  the  same  doctrine  prevails  with  the  like  results,  in  which, 
indeed,  the  power  is  claimed,  without  question  by  the  judiciary,  to 
assign  supernumerary  State  officers  to  the  Confederate  service.  In 
an  act  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  that  State  of  the  13th  of 
August,  1864,  the  preamble  thereto  reads  as  follows: 

Whereas,  in  the  present  situation  of  affaire  it  is  not  neceesary  to  the  proper 
administratirai  of  the  State  goviszimient  that  the  ofBcera  memben,  and  agents 
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hereinafter  named,  shall  be  held  exempted  from  the  military  service  of  the  Con- 
federate States ;  and  in  the  absence  of  such  necessity  the  State  is  willing  to  waive 
her  rights  in  the  premises  to  all  ofScers,  members,  and  agents  not  named  in  the 
constitntioQ,  and  not  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  onr  form  of  Government. 

This  preamble  fully  recognizes  the  policy  for  which  I  have  been 
arguing,  and  in  giving  up  a  part  of  her  State  officers  the  State  impliedly 
asserts  a  right  to  do  so  with  all,  under  the  qualifications  stated.  Should 
it  not  be  the  pleasure,  however,  of  the  Legislature  to  adopt  my  views, 
I  respectfully  urge,  in  this  dark  hour  of  our  fortunes,  that  the  entire 
male  population  of  our  State  may  be  embodied  for  the  purpose  of 
co-operating  in  our  great  struggle.  The  second-class  militia,  author- 
ized under  a  special  act,  restricted  in  its  operations  to  a  few  localities, 
has  been  of  great  advantage,  and  has  rendered  most  efficient  service. 
Perhaps  no  regular  force  in  the  Army  has  performed  more  arduous 
duty  since  the  6th  of  May  than  those  portions  of  it,  including  the 
Xineteenth  Yii^nia  Militia,  organized  in  the  cities  of  Richmond  and 
Petersburg.  In  consequence  of  the  frequent  and  extensive  raids  of 
the  enemy,  often  in  small  parties,  and  the  great  destruction  and  out- 
rages i)erpetrated  by  them,  it  has  become  indispensable  to  organize 
our  whole  male  population.  Were  such  an  organization  made,  even 
of  the  force  now  left  at  home,  the  country  would  be  saved  from  the 
ravages  which  lay  waste  our  fields,  certainly  to  a  large  extent;  and 
the  enemy,  who  respects  in  no  degree  the  laws  of  civilized  war,  spar- 
ing neither  age  nor  sex,  would  be  compelled  to  contract  his  lines  of 
inarch,  move  in  larger  masses,  and  range  over  a  much  more  limited 
amount  of  our  territory.  I  most  respectfully  submit  a  bill  for  your 
consideration,  designed  to  provide  for  this  important  object. 

First.  It  proposes  that  the  reserve  force  of  the  State  should  be 
organized  by  the  Gtoremor,  and  when  completed  to  be  reported  to  the 
Assembly  for  such  change  as  it  may  see  fit  to  make. 

Second.  That  the  Governor  shall  not  move  said  force  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  State. 

Third.  That  no  portion  of  such  force  shall  be  called  out  for  a  longer 
I>eriod  than  thirty  days. 

Fourth.  When  practicable,  said  force  shall  be  assigned  to  duty  in 
the  several  counties  from  which  it  may  be  drawn. 

Fifth.  The  particular  duties  to  which  this  force  may  be  assigned 
are  designated. 

Sixth.  That  the  county  court  and  county  officers  shall  aid  in  the 
enrollment. 

Seventh.  That  the  Governor  shall  provide  for  tiie  proper  discipline 
and  order  of  said  force. 

Eighth.  This  bill  being  a  war  measure,  it  is  proposed  that  it  shall 
expire  with  the  proclamation  of  peace,  only  suspending  in  the  mean- 
time the  general  militia  law. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  bill  asks  for  no  appropriations,  nor  for 
commissaries  or  quartermasters.  My  plan  is  to  make  an  arrangement 
with  the  Secretary  of  War  to  pay  off  such  portion  of  the  reserve  force 
as  may  be  called  out,  when  its  particular  service  is  ended,  by  march- 
ing it  to  the  post  quartermaster  of  its  county  for  that  purpose,  who 
would  be  instiTicted  accordingly;  and  my  purpose  would  be,  when 
uec^isary,  to  appoint  respectable  old  gentlemen  quartermasters  and 
commissaries  for  the  particular  occasion,  and  for  them  to  settle  up 
any  accounts  they  may  have  created  with  the  post  quartermaster,  and 
be  likewise  paid  off,  thus  closing  up  the  transaction  without  perplex- 
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ity  or  delay,  and  to  the  entirt;  satisfaction  doubtless  of  both  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  people. 

Many  of  the  citizens  of  Virginia  were  in  other  States  and  countri^ 
at  the  beginning  of  the  var.  i  Kot  a  few  of  them  returned  to  join  in 
her  defense  and  to  share  her  fate,  and  some  have  sealed  with  their 
blood  their  patriotic  devotion  to  our  beloved  Commonwealth.  A  rec- 
ord should  be  made  of  such  as  an  evidence  of  our  high  appreciation 
of  their  conduct  and  transmitted  to  posterity.  But  I  regret  to  inform 
you  that  many  who  owe  loyalty  to  our  State  are  stiU  absent  unmind- 
ful of  their  duty  in  the  terrible  struggle  in  which  we  are  engaged. 
Many  have  left  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  leaving  their  families 
and  property  behind  them.  It  is  doing  no  injustice  to  such  recreants 
to  assume  that  their  purpose  is  to  escape  the  demands  of  military 
service,  and  that  they  leave  their  families  with  us  as  the  means  of 
preserving  their  property.  Shall  such  unworthy  and  treasonable  pol- 
icy succeed?  Shall  such  men,  abandoning  the  holiest  and  noblest  of 
duties,  that  of  defending  their  country,  escape  without  penalty,  and 
their  property  be  preserved  and  protected  by  our  l&ws  and  arms  until, 
under  more  propitious  circumstances,  they  can  return  to  it?  I  earn- 
estly recommend  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  issue  of  a  proc- 
lamation warning  all  citizens  of  Virginia  now  in  foreign  parts  to 
return  without  delay  to  the  State,  failing  in  which,  besides  personal 
penalties,  their  property  of  every  description  should  be  confiscated 
and  their  families  sent  into  the  enemy*s  lines. 

There  are  some  persons  whose  fidelity  to  the  State  is  much  ques- 
tioned, and  who,  if  arrested,  can  rarely  be  convicted  in  consequence 
of  the  difficulty  of  having  the  testimony  present  when  the  day  of 
trial  arrives.  They  very  generally  escape  from  want  of  evidence, 
although  there  is  the  strongest  moral  assurance  of  their  guilt.  I  hope 
that  you  will  give  the  subject  your  attention  and  pass  such  a  law  as  this 
condition  of  things  requires.  In  this  connection  I  would  respectfully 
call  your  attention  to  the  Code,  page  118,  in  reference  to  the  arrest  of 
suspicious  persons.  The  sixth  section  should  be  enlai^ed  so  as  to 
comprehend  all  foreigners,  as  well  as  citizens,  with  authority  to  remove 
such  as  may  be  thought  fit  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State.  There  is 
great  necessity  for  some  snch  measure,  and  I  hope  it  will  engage  year 
early  attention. 

Our  free  negroes  are  very  disorderly,  many  of  them  doubtless  dis- 
loyal. In  the  towns,  and  especially  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  they  are 
guilty  of  many  outrages  upon  persons  and  property,  full  proof  of 
which  it  is  difficult  to  procure.  They  sometimes  are  found  co-operat- 
ing with  the  enemy,  and  occasionally  indulging  in  the  utterance  of 
treasonable  sentiments  and  threats  against  our  fellow-citizens.  The 
laws  are  inadequate  to  their  proper  management,  and  will,  I  hope,  be 
made  to  cover  snch  cases. 

When  this  war  began  it  was  confidently  believed  by  our  enemy  that 
it  would  be  of  short  duration.  Relying  upon  his  vast  superiority  in 
numbers  and  material  of  war,  he  expected  to  overrun  ns  with  facility 
and  ease.  But  the  result  of  a  single  year's  operations  corrected  this 
expectation  and  impressed  him  with  the  conclusion  that  he  had  on 
hand  a  contest  of  great  magnitude,  full  of  danger  and  difficulty. 
Having  soon  exhausted  his  floating  population,  he  openly  recruited 
his  armies  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  Not  satisfied  with  this,  he 
seized  our  slaves  and,  in  violation  of  all  civilized  war,  armed  them 
against  us.    Under  every  disadvantage  the  war  has  been  protracted 
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deep  into  its  fourth  year,  and  we  find  ourselves  looking  around  for 
material  to  enlarge  our  armies.  Whence  is  it  to  come?  The  laws  of 
natural  accretion  will  not  furnish  a  sufficient  supply  of  men.  Foreign 
countries  are  in  effect  closed  against  us.  Recruiting  from  the  prison- 
ers we  capture  will  not,  except  to  a  limited  extent,  supply  our  wants, 
and  the  public  attention  naturally  turns  to  our  own  slaves  as  a  ready 
and  abundant  stock  from  which  to  draw.  This  policy,  however,  has 
given  rise  to  great  diversity  of  opinion.  Some  consider  it  as  giving 
up  the  institution  of  slavery.  Others  declare  that  to  put  our  slaves 
in  the  ranks  will  drive  our  feUow-citizens  fi-om  them  and  diffuse  dis- 
satisfaction thi-oughout  the  country.  In  reply,  it  is  said  that  this 
policy  will  effectually  silence  the  clamor  of  the  poor  man  about  this 
being  the  rich  man's  war;  that  there  is  no  purpose  to  mingle  the  two 
races  in  the  same  ranks,  and  that  there  cannot  be  a  reasonable  objec- 
.  tion  to  fighting  the  enemy's  negroes  with  our  own ;  that  as  to  the . 
abandonment  of  slavery,  it  is  already  proclaimed  to  be  at  an  end  by 
the  enemy,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  so  if  we  are  subjugated-,  and  that 
by  making  it  aid  in  our  defense  it  will  improve  the  chance  of  pre- 
serving it. 

This  ia  a  grave  and  important  question  and  full  of  difficulty.  All 
agree  in  the  propriety  of  using  our  slaves  in  the  various  menial 
employments  of  the  Army,  and  as  sappers  and  miners  and  pioneers, 
but  much  diversity  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  propriety  of  using 
them  as  soldiers  now.  All  agree  that  when  the  question  becomes  one 
of  liberty  and  independence  on  the  one  hand  or  subjugation  on  the 
other,  that  every  means  within  our  reach  should  be  used  to  aid  in  our 
struggle  and  to  baffle  and  thwart  our  enemy.  I  say  every  man  will  agree 
to  this;  no  man  would  hesitate.  Even  if  the  result  were  to  emanci- 
pate our  slaves,  there  is  not  a  man  that  would  not  cheerfully  put  the 
negro  into  the  Army  rather  than  become  a  slave  himself  to  our  hated 
and  vindictive  foe.  It  is,  then,  simply  a  question  of  time.  Has  the 
time  arrived  when  this  issue  is  fairly  before  us?  Is  it  indeed  lib- 
erty and  independence  or  subjugation  which  is  presented  to  us?  A 
man  must  be  blind  to  current  events,  to  the  gigantic  proportions  of 
this  war,  to  the  proclamations  of  the  enemy,  who  does  not  see  that  the 
issue  above  referred  to  is  presented  now.  And,  I  repeat,  the  only 
question  is,  Has  the  time  arrived  ?  Are  we  able  beyond  a  question 
to  wage  successful  war  against  a  power  three  times  our  own  in  num- 
bers, with  all  Europe  from  which  to  recruit,  and  who  unhesitatingly 
put  arras  in  the  hand.s  of  our  own  negroes  for  our  destruction?  I 
win  not  say  that  under  the  providence  of  God  we  may  not  be  able  to 
triumph,  but  I  do  say  that  we  should  not  from  any  mawkish  sensi- 
bility refuse  any  means  within  our  reach  which  wiU  tend  to  enable 
us  to  work  out  our  deliverance.  For  my  part,  standing  before  God 
and  my  country,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  I  would  arm  such  por- 
tion of  our  able-bodied  slave  population  as  may  be  necessary,  and 
put  them  in  the  field,  so  as  to  have  them  ready  for  the  spring  cam- 
paign, even  if  it  resulted  in  the  freedom  of  those  thus  organized. 
WiU  I  not  employ  them  to  fight  the  negro  force  of  the  enemy?  aye, 
the  Yankees  themselves,  who  already  boast  that  they  have  200,000  of 
our  slaves  in  arms  against  us.  Can  we  hesitate,  can  we  doubt,  when 
the  question  is,  whether  our  enemy  shall  use  our  slaves  against  us  or 
we  use  them  against  him;  when  the  question  may  be  between  liberty 
and  independence  on  the  one  hand,  or  our  subjugation  and  utter,  ruin 
on  the  other? 
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In  the  meeting  of  the  Governors  the  following  resolutions  upon  this 
subject  were  unanimously  adopted: 

And  whereas,  the  public  eaems,  having  proclaimed  the  freedom  of  oar  slares, 
are  forcing  into  their  armies  the  able-bodied  portion  thereof,  the  more  effectu- 
ally to  wage  their  cruel  and  bloody  war  against  ns :  Therefore  be  it 

Reaolved,  That  it  is  the  true  policy  and  obvious  duty  of  all  sIaveH3wner8  timely 
to  remove  their  slaves  from  the  line  of  the  enemy's  approach,  and  especially 
those  able  to  bear  arms,  and  when  tliey  shall  fail  to  ao  so  that  it  should  be  made 
the  duty  of  the  proper  authorities  to  enforce  the  performance  of  this  duty,  and 
to  give  to  such  owners  all  necessary  assistance  as  far  as  practicable. 

Resolved,  That  the  course  of  the  enemy  in  appropriating  our  slaves  who  hap- 
pen to  fall  into  their  huids  to  purposes  of  war  seems  to  jaatity  a  change  of  pol- 
icy on  our  part,  and  whilst  owners  of  slaves  under  the  circnmrtanoes  ahonld 
freely  yield  them  to  their  country,  we  recommend  to  oar  anthorities.  under 

E roper  r^^ations,  to  appropriate  such  part  of  them  to  the  public  service  as  may 
e  required. 

The  object  of  these  resolutions,  as  understood  by  me,  was  to  call 
public  attention  to  the  consideration  of  the  i>oliey  of  bringing  our 
slaves  into  this  war.  It  seems  that  a  change  of  policj'  on  our  part 
was  contemplated;  and  we  determined,  in  reference  to  our  slaves,  to 
recommend  to  our  authorities,  under  proper  regulations,  to  appropri- 
ate such  part  of  them  to  the  public  service  as  may  be  required.  I  am 
awarc  that  a  clamor  has  been  raised  against  the  policy  of  putting  the 
negroes  into  the  Army  by  good  and  loyal  men,  because,  they  say,  * '  the 
end  is  not  yet;"  that  our  Army  of  citizen  soldiers  is  still  competent 
to  make  good  our  defense.  No  one  would  advocate  the  policy  of 
thus  appropriating  our  slaves  except  as  a  matter  of  urgent  necessity; 
but  as  public  opinion  is  widely  divided  on  this  subject,  does  not  com- 
mon prudence  require  us  to  fear  that  those  opposed  to  this  extreme 
measure  may  be  mistaken?  Suppose  it  should  so  turn  out,  how 
deep  would  be  their  responsibility  to  the  country,  to  freedom  and 
independence  everywhere!  I  know  it  is  the  opinion  of  some  of  tlie 
highest  military  authorities  that  the  time  has  come  when  we  should 
call  our  slaves  to  our  assistance;  and  I  hold  it  to  be  clearly  the  duty 
of  every  citizen,  however  much  he  may  doubt  the  wisdom  and  neces- 
sity of  the  policy,  to  co-operate  in  strengthening  by  every  means  our 
armies.  I  repeat,  I  know  this  policy  is  looked  to  with  anxiety  by 
some  of  the  ablest  military  men  of  the  age,  who  believe  that  it  is  of  the 
last  importance  that  it  should  be  adopted  without  delay.  I  therefore 
earnestly  recommend  to  the  Legislature  that  they  should  give  this 
subject  early  consideration,  and  enact  such  measures  as  their  wisdom 
may  approve. 

As  an  additional  auxiliary  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  war 
I  deem  it  of  the  gravest  consequence  that  our  currency  should  be 
improved.  I  am  entirely  satisfied  that  it  may  be  effected.  With  the 
^  great  staples  at  our  command  as  the  basis  of  such  purcha.ses  abroad 
as  are  necessary  to  our  defense,  with  a  judicious  system  of  taxation 
and  public  credit,  the  blunders  of  the  past  may  be  speedily  reformed 
and  the  public  confideuce  assuredly  revived.  I  bring  this  subject  to 
your  consideration,  as  you  may  promote  the  policy  of  improving  the 
currency  by  lending  the  aid  of  co-operative  legislation  to  that  of  the 
Confederate  Government. 

ITiere  is  a  measure  now  pending  before  Congre.ss  proposing  to  reduce 
the  currency  by  the  issue  of  tithe  certificates,  in  eifect  pledging  the 
tithes  in  cotton,  wheat,  and  com  to  the  redemption  of  such  certificates, 
and'continuiug  the  tax  in  kind  after  the  war  shall  terminate,  until 
they  shall  be  fully  paid  off  and  discharged.    The  security  most  neo- 
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essarily  be  ample,  and  all  persons  not  needinjr  the  currency  for  imme- 
diate use  will  find  such  investment  a  most  judicious  one. 

The  legislation  I  would  suggest  is  in  aid  of  that  policy,  and  I  sub- 
mit the  following  plan  for  your  consideration:  Let  the  State  go  into 
the  market  and  purchase  up  the  currency  at  its  market  value  for  gold — 
say  twenty  in  currency  for  one  in  gold.  The  effect  of  this  would  be  to 
reduce  the  price  of  gold  at  once  to  that  standard  as  a  maximum  which 
would  necessarily  involve  a  reduction  in  the  prices  of  all  commodities, 
thereby  securing  a  general  benefit  to  every  individual  in  the  commu- 
nity. The  question  will  naturally  be  asked,  how  is  the  gold  to  be 
obtained  ?  The  reply  is  easy.  It  is  known  that  our  State  banks  have 
a  large  amount  of  specie  on  hand  entirely  unproductive,  not  even 
contributing  to  sustain  their  credit,  and  a  source  of  constant  anxiety 
to  the  officers  in  charge  of  them.  In  this  state  of  things  the  banks,  I 
have  no  doubt,  would  cheerfully  surrender  their  specie  to  the  State, 
upon  her  obligation  to  return  it  at  the  end  of  the  war  and  the  assign- 
ment of  the  tax-in-kind  certificates  of  the  Confederate  Government 
issued  to  the  St^te  from  time  to  time  for  the  currency  which  she 
might  acquire.  The  faith  of  the  State  with  tliis  collateml  security 
would,  I  am  persuaded,  be  entirely  acceptable  to  the  banks  under  the 
circumstances  which  imperil  us.  Should  we  triumph  in  our  present 
struggle,  which  I  doubt  not,  the  security  would  be  ample;  and  should 
we  fail,  of  course  the  security  would  be  valueless,  and  all  would  be 
lost,  except  in  the  diffusive  benefit  to  the  people  from  the  circulation 
of  the  coin  now  excluded  from  all  useful  purposes. 

It  is  no  objection  that  this  measui-e  may  not  be  adopted  by  the 
other  States.  Its  wisdom  is  so  obvious  that  it  is  hardly  to  be  presumed 
that  they  will  refuse  to  co-opei-ate.  But  happily,  it  is  a  mejisure  that 
must  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  State  which  engages  in  it,  even  if 
alone,  while  it  would  tend  to  aid  the  important  effort  te  reduce  and 
improve  the  currency.  I  will  not  dwell  upon  this  subject,  but  believ- 
ing it  a  measure  of  great  importance,  well  calculated  to  aid  in  the 
public  defense,  as  well  as  beneficial  to  the  State  and  people  thereof,  I 
ask  for  it  your  careful  consideration. 

Allow  me,  gentlemen,  particularly  to  commend  to  your  favorable 
consideration  the  absolute  necessity  of  regulating  prices.  I  know 
this  policy  is  destined  to  meet  a  stout  resistance;  but  fully  impressed 
with  its  great  importance,  under  existing  circumstances,  I  may  be 
pardoned,  I  hope,  for  pressing  it  upon  your  attention.  I  felt  myself 
at  liberty  shortly  after  your  adjournment,  in  consequence  of  the  fail- 
ure of  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  engage  in  the  acquisition 
of  supplies,  for  want  of  a  constitutional,  not  a  numerical,  majority, 
imder  the  crying  necessities  and  sufferings  of  the  people  for  bread,  &e., 
to  use  such  portion  of  the  contingent  funds  under  my  control  as 
would  partially  relieve  their  wanta.  With  this  fund,  and  means 
otherwise  acquired,  I  engaged  in  this  business  and  am  gratified  to 
believe  that  I  contributed  a  considerable  amount  of  relief  to  the  des- 
titute families  of  soldiers  and  other  suffering  poor.  Among  the 
articles  purchased  was  about  300,000  pounds  of  vice.  At  the  time  I 
got  it  to  this  market  the  retail  price  of  the  grocers  was  12.50  per 
pound.  This  price,  extortionate  in  a  high  degree,  was  the  practical 
result  of  untrammeled  comi>etition  under  the  laws  of  trade.  By  my 
purchase  I  was  enabled  to  put  it  upon  the  market,  under  certain 
restrictions  as  .to  the  quantity  to  be  purchased,  at  50  cents  per  pound, 
which  covered  the  cost  and  all  expenses,  including  a  small  advance 
to  provide  against  accidental  losses.    This  involves  the  principle  of 
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the  maximum.  The  same  result  occurred  in  the  com  I  bought  and 
distributed.  I  sold  one  large  lot  at  115  a  bushel,  even  sending  a  con- 
siderable quantity  to  the  coUnty  of  TozewelL  I  mention  these  facts 
as  practical  illnstrations  of  the  value  of  the  measure  I  urge  upon 
your  consideration. 

Having,  however,  discussed  this  question  in  my  inaugural  message, 
I  content  myself  by  making  an  extract  therefrom,  with  the  single 
remark,  that  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature  to  appropriate 
the  requisite  sums,  I  can  no  doubt  place  supplies  here  which  will 
greatly  reduce  the  present  market  value  and  protect  our  suffering 
State  from  the  danger  of  absohite  starvation : 

While,  however,  the  people  of  the  State  have  acc^uiesced  in  the  prices  fixed  by 
the  public  conmiissioners,  others  have  been  unwilling  to  accept  them,  in  conse- 
quence of  higher  prices  being  offered  by  speculators  and  others.  This  very  nator- 
ally  produces  discontent  on  the  part  of  the  more  liberal  and  patriotic  portion  of 
the  people,  while  others  resort  to  hoarding,  hiding,  and  other  disrepataDle  shiftB 
and  evasions,  to  avoid  their  contribution  to  the  support  of  oar  own  gallant  Army. 
This  state  of  things  is  very  demoralizing,  and  mav.I  think,  be  easily  corrected  by 
the  establishment  of  a  State  maximum,  which,  taking  the  Confederate  maximmn 
as  a  basis,  shall  be  extended  to  all  the  productions  of  hnman  industry.  1  know 
that  this  proposition  has  always  met  with  the  most  determined  oi)position,  and 
yet  it  has  always  prevailed  in  times  of  public  trouble.   I  know  it  is  said  that 


com ;  then  enlai^ed  it,  but  never  made  it  general ;  adhered  to  it  through  all  the 
dark  hours  of  her  revolution,  when  she  was  rent  by  intestine  dissensions  and 
engaged  in  war  with  the  whole  of  Europe,  and  never  abandoned  it  until  she  had 
resumed  a  specie  currencv,  composed  her  intestine  feuds,  and  brought  contineQ- 
tal  Europe  to  her  feet.  What  occasion  had  France  to  adhere  to  this  poUcy  when 
she  fed  her  armies  from  the  stores  of  other  nations  and  replenished  her  treasury 
by  contributions  upon  them? 

But  it  is  the  dutyof  wisdom  to  comprehend  the  force  of  circumstances.  What 
is  our  situation  ?  We  are  cut  off  from  the  world  by  our  enemies,  insulated  as 
completely  as  if  we  were  on  an  island  in  mid-ocean,  and  no  prodnctions  from 
abroad  like  those  raised  by  us  are  allowed  to  come  in  competitiou  with  oar  own. 
Can  it  be  contended  with  any  propriety  that  there  oan  oe,  in  such  a  state  of 
things,  a  market  price  for  commodities  m  the  sense  of  the  economists?  Again, 
the  supply  of  our  own  productions  is  inadequate  for  a  liberal  consumption. 
Bread,  meat,  shoes,  cotton,  and  woolen  cloths  are  painful  illustrations  of  this 
stem  fact;  and,  I  ask,  where  is  the  competition  to  be  foxmd  which  is  to  pat 
these  articles  within  easy  reach  of  the  naked  and  the  hungry.  It  is  sometimes  said 
that  it  is  the  currency  which  causes  this  great  exaggeration  of  prices.  To  some 
extent  this  maybe  so;  but  where  the  supply  of  actual  necessaries  is  deflcirat, 
and  the  price  of  them  is  fixed  by  the  conscience  of  the  seller  alone,  the  currency 
is  of  but  little  significance.  The  hungry  must  be  fed,  and  the  seller  knows  it ; 
and  the  price  must  be  paid  in  whatever  currency  required. 

Nor  is  the  maximum  unknown  in  daUy  life.  It  was  the  law  that  the  pffl*8on 
who  took  out  a  license  as  a  tavern  keeper  should  keep  proper  accommodations  for 
the  traveler,  and  then  should  not  charge  him  for  meaJs  at  pleasure,  but  only  the 
rates  fixed  by  the  county  courts.  So  in  the  case  of  bridges  and  ferries,  where 
the  prices  are  fixed  by  law.  But  there  is  a  very  remarkable  case  of  maximum 
which  seems  to  have  escaped  general  observation — mean  interest  upon  money. 
No  lender  shall  take  more  than  |6  for  the  loan  of  $100  for  one  year.  Should  the 
lender  bargain  for  more  the  contract  is  void.  If  he  takes  more  he  forfeits  double 
the  sum  loaned.  Here  is  a  maximum  of  great  antiquity  on  money,  the  token  or 
representative  of  all  property;  and  yet  it  is  not  proper  to  set  a  maximum  on  the 
property  so  represented. 

lliat  the  law  of  maximum  will  be  difBcult  to  enforce,  I  readily  admit.  So  is 
the  whole  criminal  code.  So  is  the  law  which  forbids  the  loan  of  money  at  more 
than  lo;;al  interest.  So  is  that  bright,  hopeful,  and  glorious  plan  of  Sfdvation 
for  which  a  Savior  died.  But  shall  we  for  such  reasons  abandon  our  efforts  to 
reform,  benefit,  and  save  mankind  ? 

But  the  maximum  would  have  other  important  advantages.  It  would  put  an 
end  to  discontent  among  the  i)eople ;  it  would  extinguish  the  practice  of  hoarding 
and  biding.  Without  any  hope  of  increasing  prices  producers  would  cheeofnlly 
fnmiah  to  consumers  theu:  surplus.  Unifomaty  of  price  and  the  a^^tiioation  cc 
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the  maximma  to  all  thiTiOT  wonld,  I  am  persuaded,  inspire  general  satisfaction, 
and  relieve  the  necessary  anty  of  collecting  supplies  for  the  Army  of  that  irrita- 
tion which  has  heretofore,  in  many  cases,  made  the  dutv  most  unpleasant,  and 
restore  those  kind  and  agreeable  relations  which  should  always  exist  between  the 
people  and  their  Gtoremment.  Sorely,  when  sach  must  be  the  happy  ccoiseqnence 
of  tms  measure,  the  States  will  speedily  adopt  it. 

The  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  purchase  and  distribu- 
tion among  the  people  of  the  State  of  cotton,  cotton  yarns,  cotton 
cloths,  and  hand  canJs,"  passed  March  9,  1864,  was  put  in  operation 
shortly  after  your  adjournment  by  the  appointment  of  S.  Bassetf 
French,  esq.,  as  commercial  agent.  It  was  somewhat  delayed  by  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  a  suitable  agent,  not  a  single  application  for 
the  agency  having  been  made,  in  consequence,  chiefly,  of  the  large 
amount  for  which  a  bond  was  required,  and  I  was  compelled  to  press 
it  upon.  Colonel  French,  then  acting  as  my  aide.  The  agency,  although 
very  much  embarrassed  for  the  want  of  transportation,  and  restricted 
in  the  extent  of  its  operations,  has  been  a  source  of  very  great  relief 
to  the  people.  Its  operations,  limited  as  they  have  been,  have  had  a 
decided  effect  upon  the  markets  of  the  articles  in  which  it  dealt.  It 
has  saved  thousands  of  dollars  to  the  people  and  greatly  improved 
their  comforts.  The  report  of  the  agency,  which  will  soon  be  laid 
before  you,  will  be  a  powerful  argument  in  favor  of  a  maximum, 
inasmuch  as  they  have  to  a  very  large  extent  prevented  the  shameless 
extortion  practiced  upon  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  enumerated  articles, 
clearly  demonstrating  its  necessity,  or  the  appropriation  of  large 
sams  for  the  purchase  and  sale  by  the  State  at  cost  of  all  the  leading 
articles  of  consumption. 

I  have  already  mentioned  that  I  had  engaged  in  some  operations 
designed  to  relieve  the  distr^  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  Iwill  now 
add,  have  also  supplied  to  some  extent  the  penitentiary  and  State 
guard.  I  also,  witii  a  view  to  aid  in  furnishing  materials  to  the  work- 
shops of  the  penitentiary,  shipped  several  small  lots  of  cotton  abroad, 
and  imported  in  return  leather,  steel,  and  a  variety  of  other  articles 
intended  for  the  puriwses  stated  and  the  other  uses  of  the  State.  I 
have  also  ordered  cloth  for  the  State  guard,  which  for  want  of  proper 
clothing  presents  a  very  discreditable  appearance.  The  result  so  far 
of  these  operations  is  highly  satisfactory.  The  difficulty  in  this  busi- 
ness is  in  obtaining  transportation  on  the  railroads,  their  whole 
capacity  being  generally  engrossed  by  the  Confederate  Government. 
With  a  train  the  exclusive  property  of  the  State  and  a  moderate 
appropriation  I  could  pot  supplies  of  bread  and  meat  here  which 
would  greatly  relieve  the  distresses  and  wants  of  our  people.  With 
an  appropriation  of  an  amount  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  purchase  a 
steamer  and  to  load  her  with  cotton  and  other  staples,  I  could  clothe 
our  volunteers  in  comfort  and  decency  and  enable  the  State  to  redeem 
the  pledge  made  to  our  volunteers  by  the  resolution  adopted  January 
17,  1862.  It  is  mortifying  to  the  pride  of  the  Virginian  to  see  our 
gallant  soldiei-s  in  the  field  in  a  state  ef  want  and  destitution,  while 
the  soldiers  of  other  States  more  enterprising  have  every  comfort 
which  they  require.  With  these  facilities  I  could  easily  supply  all  of 
ojAr  State  institutions  abundantly  and  upon  the  best  of  terms.  I 
shall  be  prepared  to  submit  to  a  committee  of  the  L^slature  an 
account  of  these  operations  which  I  flatter  myself  will  be  entire^ 
satisfactory. 

In  the  management  of  the  purchases  I  have  made,  within  the  Con- 
federacy as  weli  as  abroad,  and  in  the  distribution  thereof,  I  have 
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called  to  my  aid  the  q^uartermaster'H  department,  the  members  of 
which  have  cheerfully  performed  all  the  duties  required  of  them. 
The  report  of  the  acting  quartermaster-geueral,  Major  Fitzhugh,  will 
disclose  the  character  and  extent  of  these  operations,  and  is  herewith 
respectfully  snbmitted.* 

In  connection  with  this  subject  I  have  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
rights  of  tlie  State  over  the  railroads  within  her  limits.  By  the 
twenty-third  section  of  chapter  41  of  the  Code  it  is  provided  that 
■"troops,  persons,  and  munitions,  &c.,  and  otlier  property  of  the 
Confederate  States  shall  in  time  of  war  be  required  to  pay  only  one- 
half  of  the  regular  tolls  payable  by  other  persons."  The  construc- 
tion put  upon  the  railroad  law  by  the  managers  of  these  roads,  sus- 
tained by  the  opinion  of  the  attorney-general,  is  that  Virginia  is  not 
included  in  this  provision,  and  that  freights  upon  her  goods  and  per- 
sons traveling  in  her  service  ai*e  charged  as  the  persons  and  property 
of  private  individuals.  This  discrimination  is  certainly  very  anjast 
to  the  State,  especially  as  she  is  a  large  stockholder  in  all  of  said 
roads.  Some  of  the  roads,  it  is  true,  have  put  the  State  upon  the 
same  footing  with  the  Confederate  Government,  but  that  is  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  management  of  the  road,  and  ought  to  be  regulated  by 
law.  In  North  Carolina  and  other  States  the  practice  obtains,  I  sup- 
pose by  authority  of  law,  that  whenever  the  Governor  requires  a  train 
on  the  road  for  the  public  use  he  issues  his  order  to  the  particular 
road  upon  which  transportation  is  required,  and  it  is  .promptly  fur- 
nished to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  demands  whatever.  I  respectfully 
suggest  that  a  similar  law  be  enacted,  conferring  upon  the  Governor 
the  same  authority. 

Allow  me  to  sug^st  a  careful  examination  into  the  business  oper- 
ations of  our  railroads.  Undonbtedly  tliey  are  far  from  afiEording  to 
the  traveler  that  comfort,  celerity,  and  dispatch  which  was  expected 
at  the  time  of  their  constraction.  This  is  hardly  denied  by  the  man- 
agers of  the  roads,  and  their  excuse  is  the  pressure  of  the  Govern- 
ment business  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  requisite  materials 
and  hands  to  keep  them  in  proper  order.  Others  say,  however,  that 
the  fault  consists  in  their  failure  to  apply  their  receipts  to  repairs, 
equipment,  and  construction,  growing  out  of  their  eagerness  to  pay 
off  their  debts.  Without  professing  to  know  how  the  fact  is,  the 
inconvenience  to  the  public  calls  for  a  careful  investigation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  for  your  consideration  the 
annual  report  of  the  adjutant-general.*  It  embraces  the  report  of 
the  ordnance  department.  Like  all  the  repoi-ts  of  this  old  and  valu- 
able officer,  it  abounds  in  wise  and  practical  suggestions,  which  I 
recommend  to  your  favorable  consideration. 

I  submit  likewise  the  report  of  the  attorney-general.* 

From  my  late  connection  with  the  Army  I  could  but  learn  the  great 
inconvenience  and  expense  to  which  oar  soldiers  are  put  in  the  adjust- 
ment of  their  claims  against  the  Confederate  Government.  The  claims 
of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  had  died  or  been  killed  in 
battle  were  also  difficult  of  adjustment  for  want  of  proper  information 
and  the  great  expense  of  prosecuting  them  before  the  Govemmdbt, 
resulting  frequently  in  their  abandonment,  or  in  the  employment  of 
agents  at  a  ruinous  compensation.  I  felt  that  some  provision  should 
be  made  for  an  easier  and  cheaper  collection  of  these  highly  meritori- 
ous demands.  With  this  view  I  ordered  Col.  Henry  HiU,  paymaster- 
general  of  the  State,  without  existing  employment,  to  nndertake  tiie 
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adjustment  of  all  such  claims  free  of  charge.  He  was  also  directed  to 
attend  to  all  clainm  on  the  part  of  any  soldier  of  the  Virginia  forces, 
also  free  of  charge.  And  I  authorized  him  to  provide  himself  with 
whatever  was  necessary  to-  the  efficient  performance  of  his  duty. 
Colonel  Hill  being  in  the  pay  of  the  State,  the  additional  expense  will 
be  inconsiderable;  but  still,  if  such  an  agency  should  meet  with  your 
approbation,  some  legislation  will  be  necessary  to  perfect  it.  I  am 
satisfied  that  it  has  already  produced  much  good,  and  I  recommend  it 
to  your  favor. 

After  your  adjournment  I  was  repeatedly  called  upon  to  take  steps 
to  make  a  record  of  the  Vii^nia  forces,  which  should  include  not  only 
a  full  list  of  all  those  gallant  spirits  who  had  dedicated  their  lives  to 
the  defense  of  their  country,  but  also  a  list  of  deaths  by  disease  and 
battle;  of  those  wounded,  and  at  what  places;  of  those  distinguished 
by  acta  of  extraordinary  gallantry;  of  desertions;  oftraitors;  inshort, 
to  make  a  roll  of  honor  as  well  as  dishonor,  so  as  to  transmit  to  pos- 
terity a  complete  record  of  the  conduct  of  the  sons  of  Virginia.  Cfom- 
pleted  and  carried  out,  as  it  is  important  it  should  be,  it  will  be  a  book 
of  valuable  reference  and  of  profound  interest  to  us  all. 

Yielding  to  what  seemed  to  be  public  sentiment,  and  instituting  an 
examination  to  see  what  laws,  if  any",  had  been  passed  upon  the  sub- 
ject, I  found  an  act  passed  February  7,  18G2,  entitled  "An  act  to 
empower  the  Governor  to  have  made  put  and  filed  in  the  state 
department  complete  lists  of  Virginia  forces." 

In  the  preamble  to  the  act  the  policy  indicated  above  seems  to  have 
been  intended  by  the  Legislature;  and  as  the  power  is  conferred  by 
that  act  upon  the  Governor  to  do  all  things  necessary  to  carry  out 
such  intent,  I  organized  a  board  accordingly,  by  the  appointment  of 
Joseph  Jackson,  jr.,  as  the  head  thereof,  with  an  assistant,  and  speci- 
fied the  salaries  to  be  received  .by  them — ^inadequate,  it  is  true,  but 
conforming  substantially  to  the  compensation  provided  by  law  for  the 
oflQcials  in  the  several  departments  of  the  State  government.  I  sub- 
sequently authorized  other  appointments,  still,  however,  not  in  suflS- 
cient  number  to  proceed  with  proper  dispatch  in  the  execution  of  this 
noble  work.  The  plan  and  progress  of  the  work  will,  however,  be 
disclosed  in  the  official  report  of  Mr.  Jackson,  to  which  I  invite 
attention. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  atrocities  of  the  enemy,  of  every 
description  known  to  savage  war,  I  enlai'ged  the  duties  of  the  recorder 
by  directing  him  to  take  evidence  of  the  outrages  referred  to,  that  an 
undoubted  memorial  thereof  might  be  preserved  and  the  truth  might 
stand  forever  vindicated.  I  deem  this  the  more  necessary,  as  pos- 
teritiy  will  not  believe,  without  the  clearest  proof,  that  a  powerful 
people,  boasting  of  its  civilization,  was  capable  of  perpetrating  acts 
that  should  damn  them  throughout  all  time  and  with  every  Christian 
nation.    This  organization,  however,  requires  legislation  to  perfect  it. 

The  penitentiary  report  will  also  be  laid  tSfore  you.  1  flatter 
myself  it  will  exhibit  very  gratifying  results.  I  believe  that  under 
the  management  of  its  present  efficient  superintendent  it  will  soon 
develop  a  high  degree  of  prosperity.  It  has  labored  under  great  dis- 
advantages from  want  of  supplies  and  proi>er  managers,  from  which 
causes  heavy  losses  have  been  snstained.  When  large  shops  are 
without  material  and  the  hands  consequently  without  employment, 
when  an  unskilled  manager  of  a  shop  permits  work  to  be  imperfectly 
finished,  heavy  losses  must  be  inevitably  incurred.    Such  has  been 
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the  case  with  this  institution  under  its  present  organization  on  sev- 
oral  occasions.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain  materials  in  the 
existing];  condition  of  the  country,  and  true  economy  requires  us  to 
encounter  tlie  hazards  of  the  blockade  business  that  we  may  draw 
our  supplies  from  abroad.  Another  disadvantage  to  the  institution 
grows  out  of  the  number  of  convictions  for  short  terms.  The  period 
is  too  short  for  the  convict  to  learn  a  trade,  and  his  labor  is  conse- 
quently wasteful  and  unproductive.  I  trust,  gentlemen,  that  you 
will  correct  this  evil  by  increasing  the  minimum  term  for  which 
imprisonment  in  that  institution  is  permitted. 

I  have  exercised  the  pardoning  power  with  liberality  in  the  short- 
term  cases,  especially  when  the  convicts  were  soldiers  or  would  make 
such.  I  thought  it  better  to  restore  them  to  their  commands  or  to  the 
enrolling  officer,  as  the  case  might  be,  after  a  confinement  sufficiently 
long  to  vindicate  the  majesty  of  the  law,  than  to  protract  an  unproAta- 
ble  confinement.  A  list,  however,  of  the  convicts  who  have  been  par- 
doned, with  the  reasons  therefor,  will  be  laid  before  you. 

The  mode  of  supplying  the  penitentiary  through  a  purchasing 
agent  has  been  most  judicious,  and  has  in  a  degree  protected  that 
institution  against  the  effect  of  advancing  prices.  I  have  found  it 
very  difficult  to  provide  proper  clothing  for  the  State  guard,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  their  appearance  is  not  such  as  could  be  desired. 
I  have,  however,  recently  made  a  temporary  arrangement  to  obviate 
this  difficulty,  which  I  hope  will  not  again  occur.  A  most  expensive 
system  existed  of  supplying  the  guard  with  rations,  which  I  deemed 
it  my  duty  to  change.  I  directed  the  purchasing  agent  of  the  peni- 
tentiary to  purchase  for  this  oi^anization  also,  which  has  been  done 
so  satisfactorily  as  to  save  a  large  sum  to  the  treasury.  The  appro- 
priation need  not  be  as  large  for  the  coming  year  as  for  that  of  the 
preceding  one. 

I  herewith  communicate  the  report  of  the  rector  and  visitors  of 
the  University  of  Yii^nia.*  It  is  so  full  and  sati^actory  that  it 
requires  no  comment. 

I  also  lay  the  report  of  the  Central  Lunatic  Asylum  before  you.* 
I  invite  attention  to  its  suggestions.  One  of  them  is  to  sanction  the 
purchase  of  supplies  by  the  obligations  of  the  institntion,  payable 
after  the  war.  This  is  rather  an  interesting  question,  and  without 
entirely  adopting  the  suggestion  I  commend  it  to  your  attention.  I 
regret  that  this  great  public  charity  should  feel  the  influence  of  an 
expanding  currency  in  the  enlai^ed  appropriation  which  it  needa. 
You  will  not,  I  am  sure,  refuse  it. 

The  report  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute  will  of  course  be  laid 
before  you.  This  valuable  and  interesting  institution  has  suffered 
severely  from  the  inflictions  of  this  war.  Her  gallant  corps  of  cadets 
have  illustrated  their  training  by  conspicuously  participating  hi  fJie 
hard-fought  battle  of  the  15th  day  of  May,  1864,  at  New  Market,  under 
Major-Genera  I  Breckinridge,  and  given  a  foretaste  of  what  may  be  con- 
fidently expected  of  them  when  new  fields  may  demand  their  valor  and 
maturer  manhood  may  call  for  its  display.  Subsequently,  however, 
the  advancing  power  of  the  enemy  swept  up  the  Valley,  and  in  its 
desolating  path  destroyed  their  fine  buildings,  making  it  necessary  to 
obtain  other  quarters.  After  much  difficulty  the  almshouse  near  this 
city,  admirably  fitted  for  the  purpose,  has  been  obtained,  where  the 
exercises  of  the  school  will  be  resumed  as  soon  as  the  proper  prepara- 
tions can  be  made. 
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The  report  of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  shows  that  the  reve- 
nue standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Commonwealth  proper  on  the  1st 
day  of  Octol^r  last  amounted  to  $5,416,734.87.  The  same  officer  esti- 
mates receipts  into  the  treasury  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  of 
September  next,  from  the  several  sources  of  revenue,  at  #4,612, OlOj 
making  a  total  sum  of  $10,028,744.87.  He  estimates  that  the  disburse- 
ments during  the  same  period  will  be  $21,609,090.61,  leaving  a  defi- 
ciency of  $11,480,345.74. 

Since  the  1st  of  October,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  the 
commissioners,  consisting  of  the  Governor,  treasurer,  and  auditor  of 
public  accounts,  in  pursuance  of  "An  act  to  authorize  the  funding  of 
certain  currency  belonging  to  the  State  in  Confederate  bonds,  and  to 
authorize  the  sale  of  such  bonds  if  necessary,  and  to  authorize  the 
conversion  of  other  notes  into  other  issues,"  passed  March  3,  1864, 
caused  $5,000,000  of  the  currency  then  standing  to  the  credit  of  the 
Commonwenlth  to  be  funded  in  6  per  cent.  Confederate  bonds;  and 
although  they  were  authorized  by  act  of  Assembly  to  make  sale  of 
the  bonds,  they  have  neither  deemed  it  necessary  or  prudent  to  do  so. 
This  funding  has  withdrawn  $5,000,000  of  the  currency  which  stood 
to  the  credit  of  the  Commonwealth  on  the  1st  of  October,  and  would 
apparently  enlarge  the  above  deficiency  to  $!l6,480,34o.74  were  it  not 
that  the  Legislature  may  satisfy  a  part  of  the  present  demands  upon 
the  treasury  dtie  to  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  by  a  trans- 
fer of  the  said  Confederate  Ijonds  to  that  corporation,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  twenty-ninth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  con- 
stitution of  Virginia,  which  provide  that — 

There  shall  be  Bet  apart  annually  from  the  accruing  revenues  a  sum  equal  to 
7  per  cent,  of  the  State  debt  existing  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  in  the  year  1852. 
The  fund  thus  set  apart  shall  be  called  the  sinking  fund,  and  shall  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  interest  of  the  State  debt  and  the  principal  of  such  part  as  may  be 
redeemable.  If  no  part  be  redeemable  then  the  residue  of  the  sinkmg  fund,  after 
the  payment  of  such  interest,  shall  be  invested  in  the  bonds  or  certificates  of  debt 
of  this  Commonwealth,  or  of  the  Confederate  States,  or  of  some  of  the  States  of 
this  Confederacy,  and  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  State  debt  as  it  shall  become 
redeemable.  Whenever  after  the  saidTlst  day  of  January  a  debt  shall  be  con- 
tracted by  the  Commonwealth,  there  shall  be  set  apart  in  like  manner  ftnnnally 
for  thirty-four  years  a  sum  exceeding  by  1  per  cent,  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 
annual  interest  agreed  to  be  paid  thereon  at  the  time  of  its  contraction ;  which 
BTim  shall  be  part  of  the  sinkmg  fund,  and  shall  be  applied  in  the  manner  before 
directed.  The  General  Assembly  sbaU  not  otherwise  appropriate  any  part  of  the 
sinking  fund,  or  its  accming  interest,  except  in  time  of  war,  insarrectifnL,  or 
invasion. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  no  part  of  the  State  debt  is  redeema- 
ble except  at  the  pleasure  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  which  event 
the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  may  invest  the  funds,  as  well 
for  redemption  as  for  investment,  in  the  bonds  of  the  Confederate 
States.  This  disposition  of  the  Confederate  bonds  would  diminish 
the  present  demand  upon  the  treasury  by  the  sum  of  $2,269,772.80, 
now  due  for  redemption  and  investment,  and  relieve  the  treasury  from 
the  obligation  of  making  further  provision  for  such  fund  until  after 
the  year  1868. 

I  deem  it  right  to  say  that  this  large  deficit  may  not  be  expected  to 
be  called  for  during  the  coming  year.  Indeed,  I  am  satisfied  that 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  meeting  all  demands  upon  the  treasury, 
with  the  aid  of  proper  arrangements.  Besides  other  large  claims 
against  the  Confederate  Government,  the  auditing  board  of  the  State 
report  a  balance  against  it  for  moneys  paid  out  or  cash  articles  sup- 
plied amounting  to  $8,154,601.01.    Some  of  the  vouchers  for  this 
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amount  have  not  yet  been  obtained,  but  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
procuring  them.  This  large  claim  should  no  longer  be  neglected,  bat 
to  some  one  should  be  assigned  the  special  duty  of  settling  and  col- 
lecting it.    Its  pajTuent  would  greatly  relieve  the  treasury. 

The  statement  of  the  treasurer  is  herewith  submitted,  character- 
ized by  its  usual  intelligence  and  perspicuity.*  It  requires  no  com- 
ment. 

The  second  auditor's  report  will  also  be  laid  before  you.  Itexhibita 
a  clear  and  lucid  condition  of  the  public  debt. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  tax  laws  of  the  Confederate  Government 
the  right  is  asserted  to  tax  the  stock  of  the  State  in  her  various  cor- 
porations. This  claim  was  made  during  the  administration  of  my 
I)rodcce88or  and  was  then  abandoned,  but  is  now  revived.  It  is  not 
pretended  that  the  Confederate  Government  has  a  right  to  tax  State 
proi>erty,  but  it  is  insisted  that  her  property  in  banks,  railroads,  and 
other  corporations  being  in  the  form  of  stock,  she  has  merged  her 
sovereijfnty,  and  consequently  that  she  has  only  the  rights  of  private 
corporations,  and  is  subject  to  the  taxation  imposed  upon  them.  This 
distinction  is  merely  technical,  and  I  forbear  criticising  it  as  I  might. 
The  opinion  of  the  att-orney-general  is  strongly  against  it.  As  the 
amount  involved  is  large  it  should  receive  prompt  attention. 

A  strong  disposition  has  been  evinced  from  time  to  time  to  suppress 
distillation  of  grain,  Ac,  but  unfortunately  the  distillation  of  undried 
fruit  was  not  included  in  the  prohibition.  The  recent  crop  of  apples 
was  tho  most  abundant  we  have  had  for  many  years,  and  would  have 
furnished  a  lai^  amount  of  healthy  succulents  and  an  ample  supply 
of  vinegar,  so  essential  as  an  anti-scorbutic  for  our  soldiers.  But  a 
frenzy  almost  seems  to  have  seized  upon  the  people  for  converting 
this  fine  crop  into  brandy,  which  in  its  effect^  upon  our  Army  is  most 
I)emicious.  I  earnestly  recommend  that  the  law  may  be  enlarged 
so  as  to  comprehend  an  inhibition  of  the  distillation  of  all  fruit. 

Difficulties  still  exist  in  connection  with  the  State  salt-works,  and 
the  transportation  to  and  from  them.  It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted 
that  this  gift  of  God  to  man  cannot  be  enjoyed  in  peace.  The  States 
of  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Tennessee,  through  their 
agents,  complain  of  their  treatment  in  relation  to  their  trains,  and 
believe  that  they  do  not  obtain  that  liberal  justice  which  they  think 
the  comity  between  the  States  should  give  them.  This  impres- 
sion originates,  from  what  I  can  learn,  in  the  manner  in  which  trans- 
portation is  conducted  on  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  road,  and  in 
the  belief  that  the  private  salt  of  tlie  State  superintendent  is  trans- 
ported thereon  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  acts  in  relation  thereto. 
By  the  law  as  it  now  stands  it  is  expressly  declared  "  that  whenever 
the  superintendent  shall  become  interested,  directly  or  indirectly,  in 
the  manufacture  or  sale  of  salt  his  officeshall  be  declared  vacant."  By 
a  contract  between  the  board  of  supervisors  and  said  superintendent 
they  hire  from  him  121  negro  men,  at  ten  bushels  of  salt  each  per 
month,  and  twelve  negro  women,  at  five  bushels  per  month,  each, 
making  an  aggregate  of  nearly  1,300  bushels  of  salt  per  month,  which 
necessarily  must  find  a  market  or  be  useless  to  the  owner.  The  right 
as  well  as  the  policy  of  such  a  contract  may  well  be  questioned. 
Undoubtedly  it  nullifies  the  restriction  referred  to,  and  moreover 
inspires  an  impression  on  the  part  of  those  interested  in  the  produc- 
tion and  transportation  of  salt  that  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the  super- 
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intendent  to  ai>propriate  the  transportation  to  his  own  private  ben- 
efit, and  to  eml^rrara  its  production  and  transportation  on  the  part 
of  others.  However  unfounded  this  suspicion  may  be — and  I  have 
great  confidence  in  the  fairness  and  integrity  of  Colonel  Clarkson — 
yet  the  policy  of  the  act  prohibiting  the  superintendent  from  any 
interest  in  the  sale  of  salt,  so  as  to  protect  him  from  all  suspicion, 
ought  undoubtedly  to  be  sternly  enforced.  I  respectfully  suggest 
that  a  different  mode  or  compensation  than  that  of  salt  .should  be 
adopted.  It  will  not  do  for  Virginia,  controlling  as  she  does  tliis 
great  necessity  of  man,  to  allow  such  a  state  of  things  as  may  even 
plausibly  subject  her  superintendent  to  the  imputation  of  using  the 
great  power  which  must  be  confided  to  him  for  his  private  ends.  It 
does  not  look  well,  after  impressing  the  property  of  Stuart,  Buchanan 
&  Co.,  to  protect  the  country  against  what  was  thought  to  be  their 
extortion,  to  allow  in  any  degree  a  similar  power  to  her  agent. 

I  respectfully  submit  that  we,  the  State  of  Virginia,  ought  not  to 
embarrass  in  any  respect  the  trains  of  our  sister  States  strictly 
engaged  in  the  transportation  of  their  own  salt,  which  we  have 
authorized  them  to  make.  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  Virginia  and 
Tennessee  road,  when  it  is  necessary  to  do  so,  can  easily  obtain  by 
private  arrangement  the  use  of  such  trains,  when  not  engaged  in 
transporting  their  own  salt.  Nor  can  I  see  the  difficulty  which  seems 
to  prevail  in  getting  fuel  to  the  salt-works,  or  removing  the  salt  when 
made  therefrom.  A  single  train  of  cars  per  day,  I  am  informed,  will 
carry  more  wood  to  Saltville  than  our  works  will  consume,  while  a 
single  train  therefrom  carrying  3,000  bushels  will  transport  one-third 
more  than  the  whole  supply  needed  by  the  Confederate  Government 
and  the  State  of  Yirgina.  ]Uanifestly  something  is  wrong,  and  I 
respectfully  invite  your  careful  attention  to  the  matter.  I  think  the 
operations  at  Saltville  would  be  greatly  simplified  by  the  State  under- 
taking to  supply  her  sister  States  with  salt,  deliverable  at  Saltville, 
they  sending  by  their  trains  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  works  at  that 
place.  I  have  no  doubt  such  an  arrangement  would  give  satisfaction 
to  all  concerned. 

I  have  now,  gentlemen  of  the  Assembly,  frankly  presented  to  you 
my  views  upon  all  measures  to  which  I  deem  it  necessary  to  invite 
your  attention,  I  cannot  hope  that  you  will  concur  withmeentirely; 
but  no  measure  has  been  suggested  which,  after  careful  consideration, 
does  not  strongly  impress  me  as  either  necessary  to  the  improvement 
of  our  condition,  or  calculated  to  strengthen  our  hands  in  the  fearful 
stm^le  in  which  we  are  now  engaged.  Our  national  life  depends  in 
no  slight  degree  upon  the  separate  action  of  the  several  States  of  the 
Confederals^;  and  I  would  not  have  our  beloved  State  in  any  of  her 
departments  to  betray  a  want  of  the  purest  and  highest  heroism  in  her 
official  conduct.  Let  us,  gentlemen,  remember,  in  the  eloquent  lan- 
guage of  our  court  of  appeals,  that  "the  obligation  of  the  citizen  to 
render  military  service  is  a  paramount  social  and  political  duty,"  and 
pass  all  laws  which  are  necessary  to  give  a  military  organization  to 
our  whole  i>eople.  If  in  any  proposed  measure  we  doubt  our  power 
or  its  propriety,  let  us  remember  that  it  is  a  well-established  rule  of 
construction  "that  all  grants  of  privileges  and  exemptions  from  gen- 
eral burdens  are  to  be  construed  liberaUy  In  favor  of  the  public,  and 
strictly  as  against  the  grantee." 

And  now,  gentlemen,  firmly  relying  upon  a  merciful  God  to  crown 
our  efforts  wiUi  a  safe  deliverance  from  the  perils  which  threaten  our 
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dearest  hopes  and  most  precious  interests,  I  invoke  the  favor  of 
Heaven  upon  your  labors,  not  doubting  but  that  all  your  aims  will  be 
your  country's,  your  God's,  and  truth's. 
BwpectfuUy, 


Whereas,  the  State  of  Virginia  has  suffered  severely  during  the 
present  war  by  the  hands  of  our  uncivilized  foe,  in  the  desolation  of 
the  homes,  the  waste,  consumption,  and  robbery  of  the  property  of 
many  of  our  people;  and  whereas,  large  districts  of  our  territory  are 
in  the  hands  of  such  enemy,  while  the  people  thereof,  because  of  such 
barbariau  conduct,  have  been,  in  many  instances,  reduced  to  poverty 
and  want,  and  not  unfrequently  imprisoned  in  loathsome  dungeons, 
for  no  other  reason  than  their  detestation  of  the  wretched  tyranny 
by  which  they  are  outraged  and  oppressed;  and  whereas,  the  conduct 
of  our  foe  clearly  indicates  that  he  has  no  expectation  of  reconstruc- 
tion nor  desire  of  reunion  with  us,  and  looks  only  to  our  impoverish- 
ment and  subjugation,  thus  imposing  upon  us  the  noble  duty  of 
organizing  our  whole  st  rength  in  aid  of  our  gallant  brethren  in  the 
field,  that  by  our  combined  exertions  we  may  establish  our  liberty 
and  independence,  or  failing  in  which,  may  find  a  patriot's  grave; 
and  whereas,  the  able-bodied  men  of  the  State,  designated  as  the 
militia  thereof,  are  now  in  the  service  of  the  Confederacy  or  subject 
to  her  control,  while  we  have  a  lai^  number  of  men  and  lads  who 
are  able  to  render  most  important  service  in  repelling  raids,  arresting 
deserters,  and  other  military  delinquents,  relieving  posts  and  assist- 
ing in  the  defense  of  cities,  towns,  &c. ,  are  unorganized  and  subject 
to  no  military  duty  whatever:  Now,  therefore: 

1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Qeneral  Assembly,  That  aU  white  male 
inhabitants  of  the  State,  of  sixteen  years  and  upward,  who  are 
not  enrolled  in  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States,  or  who  have 
been  discharged  therefrom,  and  all  refugees  and  persons  sojourning 
within  the  Stiite,  shall  be  immediat-ely  or^nized  by  the  Governor  in 
such  manner  as  to  him  may  seem  best.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
several  county  and  corporation  courts  to  convene  immediately  after 
the  imssage  of  this  act,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
revenue,  sheriffs,  and  sei^ants,  and,  by  way  of  assistance  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, cause  all  the  persons  before  mentioned  to  be  enrolled.  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  all  persons  subject  to  enrollment  to  report  them- 
selves to  said  courts  without  delay,  stating  their  respective  ages. 
Any  person  who  may  fail  or  refuse  to  report  himself  shall  be  fined 
by  the  court  not  less  than  $50  nor  more  than  8100,  to  be  levied  and 
collected  as  militia  fines.  In  execution  of  the  duty  required  of  them 
by  this  act,  the  courts  are  empowered  to  reqiiire  the  attendance  of 
their  clerks,  the  sheriffs,  sergeants,  and  commissioners  of  the  revenue 
of  their  several  counties  and  corporations,  whose  presence  shall  be 
entered  of  record.  And  should  any  one  of  the  officials  before  enu- 
merated fail  in  their  attendance  in  whole  or  in  part,  without  good 
and  sufficient  cause,  of  which  the  court  shall  be  the  sole  and  exclu- 
sive judge,  such  delinquent  shall  be  fined  $100,  to  be  collected  as  the 
other  judgments  of  their  courts,  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the 
State.  The  enrollment  hereby  required  shall  be  preserved  in  the 
clerk's  office,  and  a  copy  thereof  sluall  be  forwarded  to  the  adjutant- 
general  of  the  State. 


WM.  SMITH. 
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2.  The  special  character  of  the  service  herein  provided  for  leaves 
but  little  room  for  exemptions  or  substitutes,  and  therefore  they  are 
left  to  be  provided  for,  in  peculiar  cases,  by  the  Governor,  by  such 
regulations  as  he  may  deem  exjwdient.  But  all  professors  of  religion, 
of  whatever  denomination  or  creed;  all  physicians,  all  shoemakers, 
tanners,  blacksmiths,  wagon  makers,  millers,  and  engineers,  mill- 
wrights, operators  in  wool  and  cotton  factories,  paper  mills,  and  all 
teachers  of  colleges,  aoademies,  schools  and  theological  seminaries; 
all  artisans,  mechanics,  and  employes  in  the  es&blishments  of  such 
persons  as  may  be  enga^d  under  contracts  with  the  State  or  Confed- 
erate Government;  all  managers,  mechanics,  and  miners  employed  in 
the  manufacture  of  salt,  of  lead,  and  iron;  those  engaged  in  burn- 
ing coke,  miners  in  coal  mines,  and  all  those  engaged  in  attending 
upon  cattle,  mules,  horses,  and  sheep;  all  who  may  be  engaged  for 
police  purpcwes,  and  such  as  have  henn  or  may  be  exempted  by  the 
President  on  the  ground  of  justice,  equity,  or  necessity,  and  exempted 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  11th  of  October, 
1862;  all  men  detailed  for  special  duty  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  his  assent  thereto  being  first  had  and  obtained,  and  all  who 
shall  have  furnished  substitutes  in  the  State  or  Confederate  service, 
refugees  and  persons  sojourning  within  the  State,  shall  be  embraced 
in  the  enrollment  directed  by  tMs  act. 

3.  The  Governor  is  authorized  and  required  to  organize  the  force 
provided  by  this  act  in  all  respects  as  to  Mm  may  seem  best.  As  soon 
as  he  shall  complete  the  organization  herein  directed  he  shall  report 
the  same  to  the  General  Assembly  for  their  infoi-mation,  and  for  such 
action,  if  any,  as  to  them  may  seem  fit.  This  force  shall  be  denomi- 
nated the  "State  Guard,"  and  may  be  called  out  by  the  Governor,  in 
part  or  in  whole,  whenever  in  his  judgment  it  is  necessary  in  defense 
of  the  State ;  in  resisting  raids  and  sudden  invasion ;  in  preserving 
order  and  domestic  tranquillity;  in  relieving  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment from  the  necessity  of  providing  guards  for  the  protection  and 
security  of  prisoners ;  for  the  various  posts  and  other  necessary  oi^ani- 
zations;  to  arrest  deserter,  absentees,  and  other  military  delinquents. 
Such  portions  of  the  State  Guard  as  may  be  raised  in  their  respective 
counties,  cities,  and  towns  shall  be  assigned  to  dul^  therein,  if  not 
inconsistent  with  the  public  interests,  when  necessary.  No  jmrtion 
of  such  gnard  shall,  under  any  circumstauces,  or  at  any  time,  be 
required  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State;  nor  shall  such  guard 
or  any  portion  thereof  be  called  into  service  for  a  longer  period  at 
any  one  time  than  thirty  days. 

4.  Such  enrolled  men  as  possess  private  arms  may  be  required  to 
use  them  in  the  public  service,  and  shall  be  compensated  for  any  loss 
or  damage  they  may  sustain  by  so  doing.  The  remainder  shall  be 
armed  by  the  State,  and  all  shall  be  furnished  with  the  requisite 
ammunition.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  see  that  the 
arms  and  other  public  property  which  may  be  issued  from  time  to  time 
to  the  State  Guard,  shall  be  promptly  accounted  for  and  delivered  up, 
when  thereto  required,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  he  may 
prescribe. 

5.  The  'Governor  may  establish  such  .rules  and  regulations  for  the 
promotion  of  discipline  and  efficiency  in  this  organization  as  he  may 
deem  necessary.  And  if  any  person  who  is  held  to  service  under  this 
act  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  perform  any  of  the  military  duties  required 
by  its  provisions,  he  shall  be  imprisoned  in  the  jail  of  the  county  or 
corporation  not  less  than  ton  nor  more  than  thirty  days,  at  his  own 
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prox>^r  costs  and  charges,  and  shall  be  lined  not  less  than  $10  nor 
more  than  $100;  and  if  he  be  not  a  native  of  any  of  the  Confederate 
States,  shall  be  required  to  leave  the  State  of  Vii^inia  forthwith.  The 
commandant  of  each  regiment  shall  detail  a  board,  consisting  of  one 
field  officer  and  two  commandants  of  companies,  and  the  comman- 
dant of  1^6  battalion,  where  there  is  no  regiment,  shall  detail  a  board, 
consisting  of  three  commandants  of  companies,  who  shall  take  c<^Di- 
zance  of  and  decide  upon  all  such  cases.  All  fines  imposed  by  these 
boards  shall  be  promptly  collected  by  the  sheriff  or  sergeant  as  miUtU 
fines,  upon  certificate  of  the  presiding  ofKcer, 

6.  This  act  being  a  war  measure,  will  cease  and  be  of  no  effect 
from  and  after  the  proclamation  of  peace.  So  much  of  the  act  passed 
March  7, 1862,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Grovemor  to  organize 
and  call  out  certain  military  forces  for  the  defense  of  the  State,"  as 
provides  for  the  oi^anization  of  a  second-class  militia,  and  the  act 
passed  May  14,  1862,  entitled  "An  act  to  organize  a  home  guard,"  be 
and  are  hereby  absorbed  in  the  oi^anization  authorized  by  this  act; 
and  all  other  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in  conflict  therewith  shall  be  and 
are  hereby  suspended.  All  commissions  under  the  acts  above  speci- 
fied shall  be  and  are  null  and  void. 

7.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Michirumd,  Fa.,  December  10,  1864^ 
The  President  of  the  Confederate  States: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  answer  to  the  inclosed  resolutions  of 
the  Senate,  transmitted  by  yon  to  me.  (Resolutions  adopted  on  5th 
instant,  in  relation  to  act  of  6th  of  February,  1864.*) 

First.  The  tenth  clause  of  the  regulations  established  under  the  act 
of  February  6,  1864,  is  as  follows: 

Nothing  in  these  regnlationB  shall  be  so  constmed  as  to  conflict  with  the  pro- 
viso ot  the  law  which  declares  "  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  pro- 
hibit the  Confederate  States,  or  any  of  them,  from  exporting  any  of  the  articles 
hexem  enumerated  on  their  own  account,  nor  shall  a  bond  be  required  of  a  State 
in  any  case." 

In  executing  this  clause  no  restriction  has  been  imposed  upon  any 
State,  and  no  State  has  been  asked  to  give  a  bond,  as  required  of  aU 
private  owners.  All  vessels  except  those  owned  exclusively  by  States 
are  subject  to  the  regulations  and  compelled  to  carry  out  cotton  and 
bring  a  supply  for  the  Confederate  States  Government.  If  a  State 
should  be  a  subscriber  to  one  of  the  joint  stock  companies  for  running 
the  blockade  or  in  partnership  with  private  individuals  in  a  vessel,  such 
vessel  would  be  held  as  subject  to  the  regulations,  but  all  vessel  and 
cargoes  belonging  to  States  are  held  to  be  entirely  exempt,  and  no 
restriction  attaches  to  them. 

Second.  The  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  running  the  blockade 
has  steadily  increased  since  the  establishment  of  the  regulations  and 
is  now  larger  than  at  any  time  before.  31  any  new  steamers  are  under- 
stood to  be  on  the  way  to  engage  in  the  business.  This,  too,  though 
the  stringency  of  the  blockade  is  supposed  to  be  constantly  augmenting. 

Third.  The  regulations  have  heen  beneficial  to  the  Confederate 
States  Government  in  furnishing  the  means  abroad  to  purchase  sui>- 
plies  and  munitions  of  war  and  the  tonnage  required  to  transport 
them  to  our  ports.    Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  owners  of  steamers, 

*Seep.  897. 
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upon  application  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  conceded  to  the  Confeder- 
ate States  Government  a  portion  of  their  tonnage  for  outward  and 
inward  cargoes,  but  the  act  of  Congress  and  the  regulations  under  it 
were  necessary  to  secure  uniformity  and  to  compel  such  x>ersons  as 
were  reluctant  to  make  the  conceaaion.  The  annexed  statement, 
showing  (1)  quantity  of  cotton  exported  for  the  Confederate  States 
Government  and  ita  estimated  value,  and  (2)  the  leading  articles 
imported,  exhibits  some  of  the  substantial  advantages  that  have 
accrued  to  the  Confederate  States  Government.  [The  report  of  Lieut. 
Col.  T.  L.  Bayne  (the  officer  specially  assigned  to  so  much  of  the  duty 
as  devolves  upon  the  War  Department  under  the  act  and  regula- 
tions), hereto  attached,  will  present  the  subject  more  in  detail.a] 

Our  agents  abroad  represent  that  the  act  and  regulations  have  been 
in  the  highest  degree  beneficial  in  appreciating  the  public  credit  and 
enabling  them  to  procure  additional  supplies  at  reduced  rates. 

Fourth.  It  would  be  exceedingly  inexpedient  to  repeal  the  act,  and 
experience  has  not  suggested  to  me  any  modification  or  amendment  as 
necessary.  On  the  contrary,  the  act  and  regulations  are  just  becom- 
ing well  understood,  and  the  Confederate  Stales  Government  is  appre- 
ciating more  and  more  the  benefits  resulting  from  them. 

The  duty  attache  peculiarly  to  the  Confederate  States  Grovemment 
to  provide  supplies  and  munitions  of  war  for  the  public  defense,  and 
it  is  better  in  every  respect  that  the  duty  should  he  wholly  performed 
by  the  Confederate  States  Government,  especially  when  in  devolving 
any  portion  of  ft  npon  the  States  the  means  to  that  extent  are  with- 
drawn from  the  Confederate  States  Government.    If  a  concession  is 
made  to  the  States  to  charter  vessels,  and  if  such  vessels  be  exempted 
from  the  operation  of  the  regulations,  each  State  becomes  a  competi- 
tor with  every  other  State  and  the  Confederate  States  Government. 
The  uniformity  contemplated  by  the  act  of  Congress  will  be  destroyed. 
Competitive  charters  will  be  made,  not  only  to  secure  ships,  but  to 
secure  the  entry  to  particular  ports.    If  one  State  undertakes  to  sup- 
ply its  troops,  every  other  State  will  be  compelled  to  undertake  the 
same  duty.    Unequal  provision  for  the  soldiers  of  different  States  will 
create  jealousy  and  dissatisfaction  among  them,  and  ultimately  the 
Confederate  States  Government  will  have  to  reimburse  tiie  States. 
The  competition  of  the  States  with  each  other  and  with  the  Confeder- 
ate States  would,  I  fear,  extend  to  transportation  over  the  railroads 
when  it  was  inadequate  to  the  delivery  at  the  sea-ports  of  cargoes  for 
all  vessels  partially  owned  or  chartered  by  them.    Agencies  at  home 
and  abroad  would  be  largely  multiplied,  which  would  aggravate  the 
competition  in  every  form.    It  may  be  safely  assumed  that  all  vessels 
will  run  under  the  regulations,  carrying  cotton  and  bringing  in  sup- 
plies for  the  Confederate  States  Government,  unless  they  can  make 
more  advantageous  arrangements  with  particular  States.  Whatever, 
therefore,  is  gained  by  such  arrangements  will  accrue  to  individuals 
and  will  be  so  much  subtracted  from  the  Confederate  States  Govem- 
ment. 

The  resolutions  are  general  in  their  character  and  seem  to  justify — 
indeed,  to  call  for — the  expression  of  these  views. 

-I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secreiary  of  War. 


a  The  sentence  in  bracketB  stricken  ont,  before  transmitted  to  the  President, 
by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
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ShipnientH  of  cotton  since  March  i,  I8S4. 

Bale*. 

Account  Niter  and  Mining  Bnrean  :   873 

Account  Medical  Department   328 

Account  En^neer  Department   57 

Account  Commissary  Department   1, 248 

Account  Qnartermaster's  Department   1, 829 

Account  Ordnance  Depwiment   1 , 776 

To,  say,  War  Department   6,  II 1 

To,  say.  Navy  Department   4,861 

To,  say,  Treasury  Department,  12,840,  imd  one-h&lf  of  contract 

steamers  (6,874),  3,487   16,827 

Total  -  -      27.299 

27,290  bales  at  £40  average  =  £1.091,960,  at  $4.85   $5,396,006 

Eqnta  In  currency  at  25  to  1   132,400.150 

Importations  of  leading  articles  at  WUmington  and  Charleston  since  Novem- 
ber i,  jses. 


LeMtber  pMcluffM 

Lead  pTga 

Do  CMK8 

Saltpeter  pMkafEM 

RflTolvera  do. . 

Boots  and  nhoes  do. . 

Blankets  baled 

M«at  packaffM 

Riflea  cases 

Coffee  packages 

Cannon  

Copper  packages 

Swords  ca»ea 

S/npo  ooils 

Ueaiclne  packages 


Bstlmatad  qiiantit  j 
or  weifht. 


l.»>7,000  poiinaft. 

1.933.000  poonda 

MS, 000  pain. 
316,000  pnira. 
8,832,000  poQnda. 
«9,000. 

S2i,00D  poanda. 


Bureau  of  Subsistence, 

Jiichmondy  December  iS,  186J^. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  In  response  to  the  inquiry  contained  in  the  Senate  resolution 

of  December  5,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  the  daily  ration  issued  to  the  men  of  the  Army  is  snfflcientt  and  if  not, 
whether  any  legislation  is  necessary  in  regard  thereto, 

I  have  to  reply — 

First.  There  has  been  no  serious  complaint  or  suiferingj  from  defect, 
of  subsistence  in  any  armies  outside  of  Vii-ginla,  the  territories  from 
which  they  draw  being  comparatively  undesolated  by  the  enemy. 

Second.  As  to  the  armies  in  Virginia,  the  ration  for  100  men  is  as 
follows:  100  pounds  flour  or  meal  per  day;  100  pounds  fresh  beef  or 
33J  pounds  bacon  per  day;  10  pounds  rice;  2  pounds  soap,  1  gallon 
vinegar;  2  quarts  salt. 

The  troops  in  the  trenches  are  furnished  with  the  same  ration  as 
other  troops  of  the  Army,  with  the  addition  of  six  pounds  sugar  and 
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three  pounds  coffee  to  the  hundred  men.  This  is  the  best  that  can 
be  done  under,  the  existing  state  of  things.  The  law  regulating  the 
rations  is  most  liberal  and  the  ration  table  is  superabundant,  but  for 
over  two  years  it  has  been  impossible  to  meet  their  i-equirements  and 
the  ration  has  been  gradually  declining.  As  time  advances  the  funds 
for  procuring  subsistence  become  less  and  less  devisable  and  avail- 
able, and  the  obstacles  to  collecting  what  is  in  the  country  increase  in 
like  ratio. 

In  addition  to  the  depreciation  in  the  currency,  a  further  and  very 
great  diflBculty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  money.  The  Treas- 
ury has  generally  failed,  and  particularly  since  April  1  ultimo,  to 
respond  with  promptness  to  requisitions,  until  now  it  owes  this  depart- 
ment $35,500,000,  and  though  this  Bureau  has  paid  out  more  bonds 
and  certificates  of  indebtedness  than  all  other  bureaus  of  the  War 
Department  put  together,  it  has  yet  been  unable,  owing  to  the  above- 
stated  deficiency  in  funds,  either  to  make  sufficient  purchases  or 
enforce  impressments  when  they  have  been  resisted.  The  care  or 
mitigation  of  these  evils  is  matter  of  l^^lation  in  finance,  taxation} 
and  impressment.  My  policy,  as  exhibited  in  my  letter  to  Major  Moses 
and  the  accompanying  circular,  herewith  inclosed,*  is  what  I  would 
recommend  for  impressments.  Still  another  difficulty  arises  from  the 
actual  scarcity  of  supplies.  There  is  not  enough  meat  for  a  full  sup- 
ply for  all,  and  this  excites  the  fears  and  avidity  of  all,  individually 
and  collectively,  to  change  their  depreciating  currency  into  substantial 
commodities,  and  while  all  others  crave  and  are  generally  allowed  a 
full  supply  the  commissariat  must  do  its  best  in  gleaning  industriously. 
Hut  this  deficiency  of  meat  is  not  the  most  formidable  feature.  Bread 
threatens  to  be  deficient  at  an  early  day,  as  has  been  often  reported 
to  you,  and  had  the  ration  not  been  kept  to  one  pound  for  the  last  five 
months  there  would  not  now  be  one  pound  on  hand.  At  present  there 
is  not  here  or  en  route  over  twenty-five  days*  rations  for  100,000  men, 
whilst  the  area  for  siibsistence  is  being  steadily  desolated  by  the 
enemy.  These  deliberate  attempts  to  destroy  the  fruits  of  the  earth, 
begun  cautiously  and,  as  it  were,  experimentally  at  first,  have  now 
become  the  system;  tliis  renders  ns  more  than  ever  dependent  on 
transportation  which  has  been  steadily  failing. 

Our  connection  with  Southwest  Georgia  and  Alabama  has  not  been 
adequate  to  collect  supplies  of  corn  here,  and  these  resources  are  now 
cut  off,  and  the  Danville  and  Gi-eensborough  railroads  are  our  only 
connection  with  the  two  Carolinas.  All  inland  contracts  or  attempts 
at  contracts  for  supplies  of  meat  from  the  enemy's  country  have 
proved  abortive;  in  two  instances  by  the  interference  of  our  generals, 
and  in  others  by  changes  of  circumstances  and  by  views  of  general 
policy.  It  appears  now  that  our  generals  are  authorized  to  regulate 
the  trade.  Foreign  importations  ought  to  be  pressed.  These  have 
been  resorted  to  as  far  as  funds  could  be  procured  or  contracts  made. 
But  the  Treasury  has  refused  to  furnish  cotton  and  has  been  unable 
to  furnish  cash  except  in  very  limited  quantities,  and  its  policy  to 
import  under  the  regulations  has  failed  to  get  meat.  Blockadera  seek 
freight  of  great  condensed  value  and  little  specific  gravity;  therefore 
meat  is  not  brought  in  when  it  can  be  avoided,  and  the  regulations, 
whether  appropriate  or  not  for  other  departments,  have  not  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  meat  from  abroad,  either  as  original  purchases  or 
as  freight.    In  fact,  what  has  been  accumulated  at  the  islands  has  not 
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been  brought  in  fast  enough  to  keep  it  from  Bpoiling.  The  conclu- 
sion that  the  same  regulations  which  may  be  suitable  for  the  stores  of 
other  departments  will  not  suffice  for  the  introduction  of  subsistence 
is  set  forth  in  a  report  made  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ruffin  on  this  sub- 
ject and  in  an  indorsement  by  me  thereon,  which  is  herewith  referred 
to  you.  Legislation  is  also  required  in  respect  to  those  agriculturists 
who  are  exempt  by  law,  but  who  evade  Uieir  obligations  to  devote 
.  their  time,  capital,  and  labor  to  raising  supplies  for  the  Cktvernment.  1 
I  called  attention  to  this  point  some  time  ago,  and  now  urge  that 
exemptions  be  revoked  or  placed  under  the  control  of  the  War 
Department,  with  power  to  revoke  them  when  the  parties  do  not  zeal- 
onsly  devote  themselves  to  advancing  the  ends  of  the  Grovemment 
rather  than  their  own.  These  parties  now  lusert  their  independence 
of  the  War  Department,  and  claim  that  their  exemption  is  by  act  of 
Congress,  and  that  the  remedy  against  them  for  failure  to  comply 
with  their  obligations  is  by  suit  on  their  bond.  But  few  of  them  in 
Virginia,  at  least,  have  any  marketable  surplus,  and  many  are  devot- 
ing their  time,  skill,  capital,  &c.,  to  sx>eculation  or  to  supplies  not 
embraced  in  the  law.  The  organization  of  the  bureau  for  collecting 
and  distributing  supplies  is  as  near  perfection  as  is  possible  under  the 
general  plan  that  has  been  adopted  for  all  purchases.  Its  working 
has  been  constantly  crippled  by  the  abstraction  of  trained  men  and 
assigning  them  as  privates  in  the  field,  under  the  idea  that  anybody 
can  do  anything,  and  that  any  system  can  be  worked  well,  though 
harassed  by  consttuit  changes  of  its  laborers.  If  the  Army  is  not  as 
well  fed  as  the  condition  of  the  country  will  allow,  or  if  at  any  time  it 
should  be  without  food,  it  will  be  the  result  of  these  influences  in 
overruling  an  efficient  and  comprehensive  system  which  has  proved  I 
and  maintained  itself  against  constant  and  potent  opposition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 
Commiasary-QenercU  of  Subsistence. 

P.  S. — The  officer  who  has  been  for  some  time  in  North  Carolina 
with  the  object  of  determining  more  definitely  the  prospect  of  affairs 
there  has  returned.  He  was  expected  on  Saturday  night,  and  arrived 
after  signing  this  paper  to-night.  He  reports  that  the  State  of  North  | 
Carolina  has  been  purchasing  largely  of  com  and  wheat  at  100  per 
cent,  over  schedule  rates,  and  our  officers  have  been  unable  to  get  any- 
thing; that  impressments  are  impracti(»ible;  that  the  people  will  not 
snpply  grain  under  notices  of  impressment  which  cannot  be  enfoiiced, 
and  will  not  prepare  their  crops  for  sale  unless  market  prices  are 
given.  Governor  Vance  was  asked  by  one  of  the  district  commissa- 
ries who  waited  on  him  to  cease  buying  at  the  rates  being  paid,  which 
he  declined  unless  the  commissariat  should  supply  from  that  district 
20,000  bushels.  The  officer  could  not  make  such  engagement,  and 
nothing  seems  left  us  but  to  yield  to  the  demand  and  appeal  to  the 
people  to  supply  the  Army  on  the  terms  they  exact.  The  effort  to 
sustain  the  'D^asury  and  the  policy  of  Crovemment  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  commissioners  of  appraisement  has  reached  its  limit. 

The  people  in  both  Carolinas  and  Grcorgia  have  vehemently  opposed 
impres^ent.  I  see  nothing  but  to  admit  the  force  of  present  neces- 
sity and  strain  every  nerve  to  get  in  the  grain  or  await  the  calamities 
consequent  on  a  deficiency  of  bread. 
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Circular 


Confederate  States  of  America, 
War  Dbfabtmbnt,  Bureau  of  Conscmption, 

RicJiTnond,  Va.,  December  12^  186^. 


No.  30. 


I.  Paragraphs  I  and  II,  of  General  Orders,  No.  86,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General's  OflSce,  current  series,  herein  recited,  are  made 
parts  of  this  circular.* 

II.  Generals  of  reserves  in  the  respective  States  are  required  to  pro- 
ceed forthwith  to  execute  the  above  orders,  emplojdng  therefor  all 
enrolling  officers  and  all  other  officers  under  their  command  not  actu- 
ally on  service  inconsistent  with  this'  duty.  It  is  supposed  that  the 
Congressional  district  inspecting  officers  and  those  provided  under 
Circular  No.  35,  of  this  Bureau,  current  series,  may  be  made  avail- 
able. 

in.  The  number  of  slaves  to  be  obtained  in  each  State  is  as  follows; 
Virginia,  2,250;  North  Carolina,  2,250;  South  Carolina,  2,500;  Georgia, 
2,500;  Alabama,  2,500;  Florida,  500;  Tennessee,  500;  Mississippi  and 
Ea«t  Louisiana,  1,500.    Total,  14,500. 

Forms  of  returns  accompany  this  circular,  which  can  be  printed 
and  furnished  to  the  proper  officers.  Each  return  must  be  in  tripli* 
cate.  • 

IV.  When  fifty  negroes  are  collected  in  any  locality,  either  by  one 
or  more  officers  having  contiguous  districts,  they  will  be  forwarded 
to  the  nearest  camp  of  instruction  in  the  State,  where  a  complete  rec- 
ord will  be  made,  and  they  will  thence  be  forwarded  to  points  herein- 
after stated.  In  no  case  wiU  the  gangs  of  slaves  be  kept  over 
forty-eight  hours  at  a  camp  of  instruction.  Generals  of  reserves  are 
authorized  to  send  a  proper  officer  to  such  localities  from  which  it 
may  be  more  convenient  to  send  the  slaves  direct  to  the  Array,  who 
shall  make  the  record  and  forward  the  slaves  without  passing  them, 
through  the  camp.  The  impressing  officer  is  authorized  to  make 
requisition  on  the  most  convenient  aj^ent  of  the  Commissary  Depart- 
ment for  the  subsistence  of  the  slaves  while  under  his  charge,  at  the 

•  rate  of  one  ration  per  diem  of  meat  and  flour,  or  meal,  and  also  on  the 
proper  quartermaster  for  transportation,  without  reference  to  this 
Bureau. 

V.  Impressing  officers  will  reqtllre  the  owner  or  hirer  of  the  slave  to 
furnish  to  each  slave  one  good  suit  oi  clothes  before  he  is  received,  the 
value  of  which  will  be  estimated  in  the  appraisement.  Congressional 
district  examining  boards  may  depute  single  members  of  the  boards 
to  make  examinations  in  presence  of  the  owner  and  hirer  and  the 
impressing  officer  under  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Surgeon- 
Ger.eral. 

VI.  Slaves  will  be  appraised  by  the  impressing  officer,  together  with 
the  advisory  boards  of  the  county.  In  localities  where  there  are  no 
such  boards  the  appraisement  may  be  made  by  persons  selected  for 
the  purpose,  on  agreement  between  the  impressing  officer  and  the 
owner.  The  hire  of  slaves  is  flxed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  not  to 
exceed  $25  per  month. 

VII.  In  distributing  the  impressment  in  the  various  localities  regard 
wiU  be  had  to  the  wants,  the  condition,  and  the  position  of  the  local- 
ities. Credit  must  be  given,  of  course,  for  all  slaves  procured  under 
the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  the  23d  of  September 
ultimo,  but  not  for  any  other  existing  impressment.  This  levy  is 
provided  for  by  special  act,  and  its  operation  is  not  to  be  referred  to 
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any  other  proceeding.  Negroes  of  refugees  may  be  crtniited  to  the 
county  in  which  they  are  found,  or  to  the  county  from  which  they 
have  been  removed,  after  investigation  of  circumstances,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  generals  of  reserves. 

VIII.  Generals  of  reserves  will  sec  that  their  impressing  officers 
exercise  an  intelligent  and  thoroughly  informed  discretion  in  selecting 
for  impressment  negroes  who  may  be  most  conveniently  spared  with 
least  prejudice  to  productive  and  mechanical  industr}',  and  that 
they  conduct  this  service  in  the  most  conciliatory  mode  consiHtenl 
with  a  prompt  and  firm  performance  of  their  duties,  receiving  the 
slaves  proflEered  by  the  owners,  if  physically  competent. 

The  impressment  should  be  made  in  all  cases  according  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  provided  for  the  impressment  of  slaves  in  the  States; 
and  also  in  all  cases  an  effoi-t  should  first  be  made  to  procure  the 
slaves  to  be  hired  by  the  consent  of  the  owner. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

C.  B.  DUf  FIELD, 
Assistant  Adjuiani-Oeneral. 


[December  12,  1864. — For  Taylor  to  Watts,  urging  the  necessity 
of  action  by  the  Legislature  of  Alabama  to  strengthen  the  militAri' 
authorities,  see  Series  1,  Vol.  XL V,  Part  II,  p.  G83.  ] 


i 

Richmond,  Va.,  December  13^  I804. 
His  Excellency  President  Jbfferson  Davis: 

Your  letter  of  the  21at  ultimo,  addresse<l  to  me  at  Orawfordvillo, 
Ga.,  did  not  reach  me  before  I  left  there  for  this  place.  It  has  been 
forwarded  here  and  was  received  by  me  only  a  few  days  ago.  This 
will  explain  the  delay  of  my  answer.  I  now  avail  myself  of  the  earli- 
est opportunity  under  the  press  of  other  duties  to  reply  to  your  inquii^'. 
In  doing  this  you  will  of  course  not  expect  me  to  go  into  a  general 
review  and  minute  specification  of  eveiything  on  your  part,  including 
what  has  not  been  done  as  well  as  what  has  been  done  by  yon  in  con- 
nection with  the  subject  that  contributed  in  bringing  my  mind  to  the 
belief  and  conclusion  referred  to.  This  would  be  as  difiScult  and 
tedious  as  useless.  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  two  points 
only. 

The  first  of  these  was  your  action  in  regard  to  the  case  of  David  F. 
Cable.  That  you  may  the  better  understand  what  I  say  on  this  point, 
I  refer  you  to  our  correspondence  on  the  subject.  And  tluit  you  may 
be  the  better  enabled  to  appreciate  the  nature  of  the  impression  pi-o- 
duced  on  my  mind  in  the  matter,  an  abstract  of  the  prominent  facts 
in  that  correspondence  by  way  of  recital  may  very  properly  be  heiv 
presented. 

You  will  then  recollect  that  on  the  9th  day  of  April,  of  this  year,  I 
called  your  attention  to  a  communication  I  had  received  from  this 
man.  lie  had  written  to  me  on  the  20th  of  March,  1864,  stating  that 
he  was  then  a  prisoner  at  Andersonville,  Ga. ;  that  he  was  from  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  had  accompanied  the  forces  of  the  enemy  that 
invaded  Florida  as  a  non-combatant;  that  his  object,  amongst  other 
things,  was  to  cross  our  lines  and  to  have  a  conference  with  promi- 
nent men  on  our  side  by  which  concert  of  action  could  be  procured 
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between  our  authorities  and  the  peace  men  nt  the  North,  in  the  then 
appimchiug  Presidential  election,  so  as  to  secure,  if  possible,  the 
defeat  of  the  Abolition  Administration  at  Washington.  Such  concert 
he  thought  might  insure  the  success  of  a  peace  party  in  that  election  and 
eventually  le^  to  an  honorable  peace.  lie  stated  that  he  was  taken 
as  a  prisoner  at  Ocean  Pond,  in  Florida,  and  was  then  held  as  a  pris- 
oner of  war.  He  wished  a  i)arole  and  a  conference  with  me  and  others 
on  our  side  upon  what  he  styled  his  mission.  For  he  stated  that  he 
had  come  on  this  mission  after  advisement  and  consultation  with  the 
leading  peace  men  in  the  Northwest,  New  Yorlc,  and  the  Federal 
Capital.  He  gave  a  sketch  of  the  tenns  on  which  such  concert  of 
action  should  bo  based  in  the  opinion  of  the  leading  peace  men  at  the 
North,  whom  he  represented,  and  sought  the  interview  and  conference 
to  see  if  any  concert  of  action  iis  was  desired  could  be  effected,  &e. 

This  letter,  the  subst-ance  of  which  I  recall  to  your  mind,  I  inclosed 
to  you,  accompanied  by  one  from  mj'self  to  you  on  the  9th  of  April. 
In  my  letter  I  urged  upon  you  the  importance,  in  my  opinion,  of  grant- 
ing to  Mr.  Cable  the  parole  and  conference  he  asked.  Upon  the  main 
points  in  his  letter  I  gave  it  to  you  as  my  judgment  that  he  should  be 
paroled  and  assured  by  the  highest  authority  in  our  Government,  even 
that  which  alone  could  initiate  peace,  ifec,  that  it  was  the  earnest  wish 
and  desire  of  our  Government  to  end  the  war,  which  was  not  of  our 
seeking  from  the  beginning,  and  to  adjust  all  mattei^  of  difference 
between  us  and  the  Government  at  Washington  upon  the  principles 
of  State  sovereignty  and  the  legitimate  results  of  those  principles. 
That  the  ablest  champions  of  peace  at  the  North  were  then  standing 
on  the  principles  of  the  Kentucky  and  Virginia  resolutions  of  1798 
and  1799,  denying  the  power  of  the  Federal  Government  rightfully  to 
coerce  a  State. 

I  gave  it  to  you  as  my  opinion  that  it  was  of  very  great  importance 
to  US  to  defeat  the  Abolition  party  at  the  North  if  possible.  My  view 
was  that  the  peace  men  at  the  North  sliould  have  every  assurance  and 
every  aid  that  it  was  in  our  power  to  give  them,  by  which,  if  possible, 
a  States'  rights  organization  might  be  brought  into  power  there,  on 
the  defeat  of  the  oonsolidationists  whose  present  hobby  is  abolition. 
In  my  letter  I  stated  to  yon  that  I  knew  some  of  our  people — and  some 
of  those  opinions  were  entitled  to  consideration — took  a  different  view 
of  the  subject.  They  thought  quite  as  much  danger,  if  not  more,  was 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  election  of  a  so-called  conservative  North- 
ern President  than  from  one  of  the  dominant  party ;  that  the  policy 
of  such  a  man  would  be  not  to  abandon  the  war,  but  to  obtain  peace 
through  a  restoration  of  the  Union  by  offering  terms  that  would  be 
acceptable  to  our  people.  In  these  views  I  stated  I  did  not  concur; 
that  I  apprehended  no  danger  from  that  quarter.  Should  the  i>eace 
party  there  once  get  into  power  a  suspension  of  arms  would  immedi- 
ately ensue.  Negotiations  in  some  way  would  commence  and  the  war 
would  certainly  after  a  while  end  upon  the  principle  of  a  full,  perfect, 
and  final  separation  of  the  Stat-es.  Reunion  or  reconstruction  would 
be  found  to  be  out  of  the  qu^tion  and  would  ultimately  be  abandoned 
by  the  most  ardent  advocates  of  it  on  that  side  of  the  line.  This  is 
the  purport  of  my  letter,  as  you  will  doubtless  recollect. 

In  conclusion  I  solicited  your  views  upon  the  subject,  and  stated 
if  it  met  with  your  approval,  and  Cable  should  be  paroled,  I  would 
hold  the  conference  with  him  and  report  to  you. 

My  opinion  then  was  and  now  is  that  if  hostilities  were  once  sus- 
pended and  negotiations  of  almost  any  sort  looking  to  peace  sliould 
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be  inaugurated,  that  both  sides  would  ultimately  and  without  more 
fighting  come  to  the  same  conclusion  that  the  British  authorities  and 
our  common  ancestors  came  to  after  the  protracted  stru^le  of  the 
Revolution,  to  wit:  "That  reciprocal  advantage  and  mutual  conven- 
ience are  to  be  found  by  experience  to  be  the  only  iwrmanent  founda- 
tion of  peace  and  friendship  between  states." 

Tliis  great  truth,  found  by  them  after  the  most  painful  analysis  of 
years  in  the  crucible  of  blood,  was  set  forth  in  the  preamble  of  the 
provisional  treaty  of  peace  at  the  end  of  the  first  war  for  the  principles 
of  self-government  on  this  continent.  This  truth  for  the  statesman 
at  all  times,  in  my  estimation,  is  far  more  useful  than  was  ever  the 
fancied  philosopher's  stone  for  the  alchemist.  I  did  not  and  do  not 
doubt  if  reason  and  passion  should  once  be  permitted  to  have  its  fall 
and  legitimate  sway  on  both  sides  that  this  same  great  political  and 
moral  truth  would  be  again  affirmed  and  established  as  the  basis  of 
permanent  peace  between  the  several  sovereign  States  now  at  war  with 
each  other. 

But  to  proceed  with  the  recital: 

On  the  19th  of  April  you  replied  to  my  letter  of  the  9th,  saying  that 
Mr.  Cable's  statement  of  his  case  would  indicate  the  propriety  of  my 
recommendation  in  relation  to  his  release ;  but  it  so  far  happened  that 
persons  made  representations  which  did  not  accord  with  the  facts 
that  it  seemed  to  you  proper  to  make  an  inquiry  into  the  case  before 
action  upon  it;  that  orders  had  been  given  to  a  staff  officer  to  inves- 
tigate the  matter,  and  if  it  should  be  found  as  stated,  to  put  the  pris- 
oner on  parole,  giving  him  permission  to  visit  me,  and  then  requiring 
him  to  go  to  Savannah  and  report  to  the  commanding  officer  at  that 
place  to  be  sent  home  on  parole  for  exchange,  Ac. 

Two  things  in  this  letter,  you  will  allow  me  to  say,  struck  me  as 
strange.  The  first  was  that  you  confined  your  approval  of  my  recom- 
mendation or  views  to  the  point  only  of  his  parole  or  release,  and  said 
not  one  word  either  approving  or  disapproving  on  the  subject  of  the 
propriety  or  policy  of  having  the  conference  he  sought  or  the  nature 
or  character  of  the  assurances  that  should  be  given  him  on  his  being 
permitted  to  visit  me.  Not  a  word  was  said  on  the  policy  indicated 
in  my  letter  of  our  aiding  and  encouraging  as  far  as  possible  in  bring- 
ing into  power  at  the  Korth  a  party  upon  the  principle  stated  In  my 
letter.  Your  views  upon  this  subject  I  had  requested  in  view  of  the 
probable  conference. 

The  other  thing  in  the  letter  that  struck  me  as  strange  was  ^at 
you  should  have  thought  that  «ny  staff  officer  was  more  suitable  or 
competent  to  make  an  investigation  into  the  truth  of  the  pr^ner's 
statements  than  the  second  officer  in  the  Government.  Still  I  thought 
both  these  matters  might  have  escaped  your  consideration,  and  I  held 
myself  in  readiness  to  confer  with  him  when  he  should  be  sent  to  me 
after  the  investigation.  I  had  verj''  little  doubt  from  the  internal 
evidence  of  his  communication  that  his  statements  as  to  his  character 
and  objects  would  upon  proper  investigation  be  found  to  be  true.  I 
accoi-dingly  wrote  to  you,  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter, 
that  I  should  wait  at  home  to  have  the  conference,  which  would  prob- 
ably prevent  my  being  in  Richmond  on  the  opening  of  the  session  of 
Congress  in  May.  Some  dayj  i>assing,  and  hearing  nothing  from 
Cable  or  the  officers  at  Anderson  vUle  in  regard  to  him,  I  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  commandant  at  the  post  there,  informing  him  that  I  was 
waiting  at  home  to  see  Mr.  Cable,  and  asking  him  to  send  him  on  as 
soon  as  possible  after  the  investigation  should  be  made.    To  this 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES. 


937 


letter  the  commandant  of  the  post  at  Andecsonville  replied  on  the 
30th  of  April,  informing  me  that  on  the  same  day  that  he  had  received 
Tay  letter  he  had  also  received  a  communication  on  the  same  question 
from  Richmond ;  and  that  he  was  enabled  to  inform  me  officially  that 
Af  r.  Cable  would  not  be  able  to  visit  me  soon,  and  that  I  need  not 
wait  any  longer,  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  preliminary  investiga- 
tion ordered  had  not  proven  satisfactory.  I  also  wrote  you  immedi- 
ately on  the  receipt  of  this  letter  and  informed  you  that  I  should  wait 
no  longer.  I  heard  nothing  more  of  this  case  until  the  latter  part  of 
June.  I  then  received  another  letter  from  Mr.  Cable,  dated  the  21st 
of  that  month.  In  it  he  stated  that  he  was  still  in  prison  at  Ander- 
sonville.  He  complained  of  having  heard  nothing  of  his  other  com- 
munication. He  said  he  had  come  to  the  South  as  a  champion  of 
peace;  that  he  came  here  in  a  representative  capacity  to  subserve  the 
interests  of  the  peace  party;  that  he  had  suffered  in  x>osition  and 
property  by  hia  active  exertions  in  maintaining  the  great  principles 
upon  which  the  Government  was  founded^  and  when  he  turned  his 
course  South  he  had  no  doubt  that  he  should  find  open-hearted 
friends  and  all  due  encouragement;  but  on  the  contrary  he  had  been 
rigridly  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war  and  subjected  to  all  the  hardships 
and  indignities  which  unavoidably  attach  to  such  a  position,  and  that 
he  had  become  from  these  causes  and  attendant  mental  anxiety  so 
much  reduced  that  he  had  no  hope  for  surviving  in  his  then  position 
very  long.  He  asked  that  relief  to  which  in  all  justice  and  equity  he 
thought  he  was  entitled.  If  his  mission  here  should  fail,  there  was 
much  important  work  for  him  to  do  in  the  North  during  the  then 
pending  Presidential  campaign.  At  all  events,  he  implored  that  he 
should  not  be  permitted  to  perish  in  that  place  for  his  family's  sake. 

This  is  the  substance  of  his  letter.  On  its  receipt  I  immediately 
wrote  to  the  commandant  of  the  post  to  know  the  result  of  the  inves- 
tigation which  you  had  informed  me  had  been  ordered  in  his  case.  I 
wished  to  know  if  anything  had  been  disclosed  in  it  which  rendered 
him  unworthy  of  further  efforts  on  my  part  in  his  behalf  so  far  as  a 
reletise  was  concerned;  if  not,  I  intended,  for  the  sake  of  humanity 
at  least,  to  call  your  attention  again  to  his  case.  The  commandant 
at  the  post  promptly  answered  my  letter,  informing  me  that  no  inves- 
tigation had  ever  been  made  in  his  case. 

I  need  not  say  to  you  in  this  recital  how  much  surprised  and 
astonished  I  was  on  receiving  this  information,  for  I  immediately 
addressed  you  upon  the  subject,  inclosing  a  copy  of  Cable's  letter  of 
the  21st  of  June,  and  stated  to  you  my  suipriso  that  no  such  investi- 
gation had  been  made  in  this  case  as  you  had  infonned  me  on  the 
19th  of  April  had  been  ordered,  and  which,  as  I  had  written  to  you,  I 
had  taken  for  granted  had  been  made  and  had  proven  unsatisfactory, 
from  the  letter  of  the  commandant  at  the  post  that  he  had  heard  from 
Richmond  upon  the  subject,  and  that  I  need  wait  at  home  for  Cable 
no  longer. 

I  again  urged  the  case  upon  your  consideration  as  one  deserving 
prompt  attention.  To  this  communication,  sent  on  the  5th  of  July, 
you  made  no  reply.  Matters  so  remained  until  I  got  a  letter  from  the 
commandant  of  the  iK>st,  dated  the  23d  of  July,  informing  me  that 
Cable  was  dead. 

Now,  sir,  I  assure  you  that  all  the  facts  of  this  case  taken  together, 
of  which  I  have  recited  only  a  brief  statement  (but  with  the  whole  in 
detail  you  must  be  familiar),  made  the  very  decided  impression  on  my 
mind  that  you  did  not  favor  the  proposed  conference  with  Mr.  Cable, 
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though  he  averred  that  be  CAme  on  a  special  mission  as  the  represent- 
ative of  the  leading  peace  men  at  the  North;  that  youdid  not  approve 
of  having  him  receive  the  assurance  which  I  thought  it  best  he  should 
receive,  even  from  yourself,  and  that  you  did  not  consider  it  to  be 
consistent  with  our  best  int«rests  to  foster,  encourage,  and  to  aid  in 
bringing  into  power  a  peace  party  at  the  Korth,  on  the  principles  stated 
in  my  first  letter  to  you — which  party  was  then  struggling  into  exist- 
ence and  which,  after  all  its  embarrassments  and  discouragements  in 
its  organization  under  the  denunciatory  epithets  of  "traitors"  at  the 
North,  and  the  ridicule  and  reproach  of  "copperheads"  by  many  at 
the  South,  as  well  as  North,  finally  i>re8ented  the  name  of  MvClellan 
as  its  candidntc. 

The  fact  that  you  had  not  said  anything  in  approval  of  my  views 
ou  the  subject  when  request-ed,  and  when  it  was  important  that  I 
should  know  them,  in  case  the  proposed  conference  should  take  place, 
tended  to  produce  that  impression;  and  then  the  fact  that  no  investi- 
gation, such  as  you  wrote  me  on  the  l!*th  of  April  had  been  ordered, 
had  taken  place  up  to  the  21st  of  June;  and  after  my  sending  to  you 
Cable's  second  letter  of  that  date,  the  fact  that  he  was  still  kept  in 
prison  and  permitted  to  die  there  without  any  conference,  any  release, 
or  any  investigation,  increased  that  impression  almost,  if  not  quite,  to 
a  conviction. 

But  if  I  had  Ixsen  in  doubt  on  this  subject  and  your  preference  as 
between  Lincoln  and  McClellan,  it  seemed  to  me  that  your  speech 
at  Columbia,  S.  C,  as  reported  in  the  papers,  could  not  have  left  me 
in  that  condition  long. 

This  brings  me  to  the  second  of  the  points  I  said  in  the  outset  I 
should  confine  myself  in  answering  your  inquiry. 

The  peace  party  at  the  North  had  planted  themselves  at  Chicago, 
virtually,  upon  a  States'  rights  platform.  In  their  resolutions  they 
opposed  the  policy  of  continuing  the  effort  to  restore  the  Union  by 
force.  McClellan  was  their  candidate.  Whatever  may  have  been  his 
individual  opinions,  his  success  would  have  been  a  triumph  of  their 
principles.  They  announcedinefEectastheirpurpose  as  an  initiation 
of  negotiations  for  peace  a  general  convention  of  all  the  States.  It  was 
on  this  line  of  policy  they  evidently  intended  to  rally  and  unite,  if 
possible,  all  the  conservative  elements  at  the  North.  This  proposi- 
tion you  in  your  Columbia  speecli  publically,  decidedly,  and  unquali- 
fiedly opposed. 

The  question  now  Iwfore  us  is  not  the  constitutionality,  expediency, 
or  jwlicy  of  sucli  a  mode  of  inaugurating  negotiations  of  peace.  It  is 
simply  the  object  you  might  be  presumed  to  have  had  in  view  in 
speaking  of  it  as  you  did  on  that  occasion.  Looking  at  it  in  this 
light,  what  you  said  there  on  this  subject  to  me  seems  to  admit  of  but 
one  construction,  that  was  that  you  felt  impelled  from  a  sense  of 
duty  not  only  to  withhold  that  encouragement  and  aid  which  a  favor- 
able response  to  this  proposition  from  you  would  give  its  friends,  but 
not  even  to  withhold  that  silence  on  your  part  which  might  not  Imvc 
done  them  any  positive  damage.  Such  a  declaration  from  you  could 
have  no  eifect  at  the  North  but  to  weaken  and  cripple  the  peace 
party.  How  could  their  leading  men  urge  the  people  to  rally  upon 
their  proposed  policy  with  any  hopeful  prospect  of  success  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  potent  argument  of  their  adversaries  that  it  would  be  utterly 
useless  because  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  had  declared 
in  advance  that  he  would  not  entertain  such  a  proposition  as  they 
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proposed  to  offer?  Had  you  desired  or  preferred  the  election  of  Mc- 
Clellan  would  it  not  have  been  the  clear  and  plain  dictate  of  reason 
not  to  have  said  anything  upon  the  subject  even  if  you  entertained 
the  sentiments  which  you  expressed?  Would  it  not  have  been  time 
enough  to  speak  when  the  offer  was  made?  It  so  seems  to  me.  Had 
he  bron  elected  and  the  proposition  made  the  control  of  the  question 
would  have  then  been  in  your  hands.  You  could  then  have  alluded 
to  it  or  rejected  it  as  you  thought  proper.  The  only  rational  conclu- 
sion I  could  draw  from  this  rejection  of  the  proposition  in  advance 
was  that  you  really  intended  and  desired  to  accomplish  by  it  what 
seemed  to  be  its  natural  and  legitimate  results.  But  this  was  not  all. 
Not  only  was  the  proposition,  on  which  the  peace  and  States'  rights 
party  at  the  North  had  planted  themselves,  thus  rejected  by  you  in 
advance,  but  the  rejection,  you  will  allow  me  most  respectfully  to 
say,  was  accompanied  by  woi-ds  that  must,  to  say  the  least  of  them, 
have  grated  very  harshly  on  the  feelings  of  all  tiiose  who  advocated 
it  and  favored  it  as  a  means  of  terminating  the  war.  The  tone  and 
substance  of  your  speech  then  upon  the  subject  of  peace  were,  in 
short,  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  peace  but  by  the  sword;  that  a 
pea<%  party  at  the  North  could  only  be  made  by  a  success  of  our  arms 
over  theirs;  "that  the  only  way  to  make  spaniels  civil  was  to  whip 
them."  The  natural  and  legitimate  tendency  of  such  language,  it 
seemed  to  me,  was  not  only  to  dampen  the  ardor  of  the  peace  men 
there,  but  even  to  excite  and  arouse  in  them  bitt^ness  of  feelings 
against  us  and  our  cause.  Who  would  be  willing  in  his  advocacy  [of] 
peace  upon  the  principles  announced  at  Chicago  to  submit  himself  to 
the  taunts  of  the  war  champions  that  he  had  been  whipped  into  his 
conciliatory  mood,  and  in  the  estimation  of  our  Chief  Magistrate  ho 
was  then  no  better  than  a  spaniel,  and  a  whipped  spaniel  at  that,  it 
being,  as  I  consider  it,  the  natural  tendency  of  your  language  on  this 
subject  to  strengthen  the  opponents  of  peace  instead  of  its  friends 
there.  I  could  form  no  other  conclusion  but  that  it  was  intended  to 
produce  that  effect.  I  could  not  suppose  that  such  words  on  such  an 
occasion  escaped  yon  unintentionally  or  unwittingly. 

Taking,  therefore,  all  these  things  into  consideration — your  whole 
eoui-se  in  the  case  of  Cable  and  this  speech  at  Columbia — you  have 
some  of  the  reasons  springing  from  some  of  your  acts  that  induced 
me  to  "think"  that  you  did  belong  to  that  class  among  us  who,  for 
the  reasons  stated  in  my  letter  to  Senator  Semmes,  preferred  Lincoln's 
election  to  McClellan's.  I  could  say  a  great  deal  more,  but  it  is 
unnecessary. 

What  I  have  said  has  been  most  frankly  said,  though  most  pain- 
fully said.  For  I  assure  you  that  the  conviction  on  my  mind  that 
you  did  not  favor  the  policy  of  encouraging  and  bringing  into  power 
at  the  North,  if  possible,  a  party  on  the  States*  rights  and  States' 
sovereignty  line  has  caused  me  deep  regret  and  pain.  The  belief  that 
yon,  like  many  others  alluded  to,  did  prefer  Lincoln's  election  to  that 
of  McClellan,  caused  me  like  regret  and  pain.  If  this  opinion  on  my 
part  is  not  correct  as  to  yourself,  I  deeply  regret  it,  not  only  on  iny 
own  and  your  account  personally,  in  view  of  a  proper  sense  of  justice 
to  both,  but  much  more  from  the  firm  belief  that  a  like  opinion  and 
conviction,  North  and  South,  has  done  great  injury  to  what  I  deem 
the  best  interests  of  our  country. 

I  cannot  think,  however,  that  the  publication  of  my  opinion  as  to 
your  preference  between  the  Northern  candidates  will  add  anything 
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to,  or  modify  in  the  least,  the  impression  on  the  minds  of  those  men' 
at  the  North  to  -whom  yoa  alluded,  which  whh  produced  by  the  read- 
ing of  your  Columbia  speech  itself. 

The  publication  of  the  letter  in  wliieh  this  conclusion  of  mine 
was  expresHed  was  a  source  of  i-egret  to  me.  I  felt  constrained  to 
publish  it,  though  not  written  or  intended  at  all  for  the  public,  in 
vindication  of  myself.  I  was  subjected  to  so  many  erroneous  criti- 
cisms as  well  as  unjust  attacks  as  to  my  motives  and  object  in  my 
difference  from  you  on  the  subject  of  a  convention  of  the  States  and 
our  true  line  of  policy  in  regai^  to  it,  that  I  felt  it  to  l)o  a  duty  no 
less  to  myself  than  to  the  public  that  the  reasons  for  the  views  enter- 
tained by  me  should  be  made  knoMm.  This  was  my  sole  object.  I 
had  not  the  Hlightest  intention  to  attribute  to  you  any  sentiment  in 
the  matt«r  reviewed,  which  from  the  facts  stated,  to  say  nothing  of 
others,  I  did  not  feel  fully  authorized  and  even  forced,  though,  reluc- 
tantly, to  believe  that  you  entertained. 
Verj'  respectfulfy, 

ALEXANDER  H.  STEPHENS. 


Circular  )  Confederate  States  of  America, 

V    War  Department,  Bureau  of  Conscription, 
No.  37.    )       •  Biehmondj  Fct.,  December  186i. 

I.  The  attention  of  commandants  of  conscripts  is  called  to  the  cir- 
cular letter  to  them  of  the  5th  of  September  ultimo  requiring  monthly 
returns  of  the  enrolling  department  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of 
Conscription  by  the  15th  of  the  following  month.  To  facilitate  the 
prompt  rendition  of  these  returns  the  commandant  of  conscripts  will 
at  once  adopt  and  furnish  the  enrolling  officers  under  him  with  a 
simple  form  of  report  from  which  the  regular  monthly  return  can  be 
conveniently  consolidated,  and  he  will  certify  on  each  return  that  he 
has  carefully  examined  and  compared  it  with  the  enrolling  officers' 
reports.  The  enrolling  officers  must  be  required  to  furnish  their 
reports  to  the  commandant  in  time  to  enable  him  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  said  circular  letter.  When  from  interruptions  of  the 
mails  or  other  unavoidable  cause  some  of  the  subordinate  reports 
may  be  delayed  beyond  the  requireil  time  tbe  commandant  will 
nevertheless  forward  his  return  accompanied  by  a  letter  of  explana- 
tion. The  subordinate  reports  not  included  in  this  return  will  be 
accounted  for  in  the  column  of  total  outstanding,  &c.,  for  the  following 
month,  which  return  will  be  accompanied  by  an  abstract  of  the  oper- 
ations not  embraced  in  the  previous  report.  In  the  letter  accompany- 
ing the  monthly  returns  the  commandant  will  state  whether  or  not  the 
exemption  of  Stat©  officers  has  been  granted  agreeably  to  paragraph 
XI,  of  General  Oi*ders,  No.  26,  Adjutant  and  InspectorGenerars  Office, 
current  series,  and  whether  certificates  have  been  in  all  cases  received 
from  the  Governor  and  filed  in  his  office. 

II.  Where  railroads  have  their  termini  in  different  States  the  com- 
mandants in  those  States  should  compare  their  list  of  exemptions  at 
least  once  in  each  month  tx)  guard  against  abuses  of  the  law. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

C.  B.  DUFFIELD, 

Afiitistant  Ac^juiani-OeneraL  * 
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Bureau  of  Subsistence, 

JRichmondt  December  14t  i^^A- 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon: 

In  reply  to  Uie  request  of  the  President  to  be  informed  as  to  the 
state  of  the  rations,  I  have  to  say  that  on  the  6th  of  this  month  I  sent 
you  in  letter  of  that  date  statement  of  rations  on  hand  as  follows: 


Poiinda, 

At  Richmond,  say   100, 000 

En  rente,  say    , . . ,   300,000 

Attheialands    2,600,000 

Expected  at  Naasau/rom  Halifax   .  800,000 


Total,  -  3,100,000 


Of  which  say,  beef     1,000,000 

Pork  and  bacon     2,100,000 


■  This,  at  three  rations  to  a  pound,  will  be  G,300,000  rations,  and  of 
beef,  one  pound  to  ration,  1,000,000  rations;  total,  7,300,000  rations,  or 
seventy-three  days*  rations  for  100,000  men,  without  estimating  for 
losses  in  introducing  same  by  blockade.  These  supplier  to  be  devoted 
to  subsistence  of  troops  stationed  in  North  Carolina  and  Virginia. 

You  will  observe  that  the  amount  stated  as  at  Richmond  land]  en 
route  is  300,000  pounds,  or  nine  days'  rations  for  100,(X>0  men, 
which  number  we  are  feeding. 

From  the  5th  to  the  14th  of  December  is  nine  days,  and  our  calcu- 
lations have  proved,  unfortunately,  too  accurate. 
Very  resjjectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  G.  BUFFIN, 
lAetUenaut-Cohmel  and  Commismry  of  Subsisience. 


Ck)NFEDBRATE  STATES  OP  AMERICA,  TREASURY  DEPT., 

Bichmond^  Va.y  December  IS,  1864. 

Hon.  F.  S.  Lyon, 

Chairman  CommUi.ee  on  Ways  and  Means: 

Sir:  The  near  approach  of  the  end  of  the  quarter  admonishes  me 
strongly  of  the  condition  to  which  the  Treasury  will  then  be  reduced. 
By  reference  to  page  6  of  the  report  I  had  the  honor  of  submitting  to 
Congress,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  expenditures  of  the  current  quarter 
will  absorb  all  that  remains  of  the  resources  in  ready  money.  Noth- 
ing will  remain  at  the  end  of  the  year  but  the  certificates  of  indebt- 
edness and  the  non-taxable  bonds.  For  the  first,  the  demand  is 
extremely  limited,  and  the  amount  to  be  realized  from  this  source 
need  hardly  be  taken  into  account.  For  the  bonds,  the  demand  is  by 
no  means  equal  to  the  sum  allowed  in  my  estimate  of  resources  of  the 
year.  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  page  11  of  the  report,  by  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  I  rely  upon  the  sale  of  bonds  for  $409,0(X),000. 

From  the  1st  of  January,  1865,  to  the  30th  of  June,  the  demands 
upon  the  Treasury,  upon  the  most  moderate  estimate,  will  be  as  fol- 
lows, viz:. 


Arrearofdebt   $114,000,000 

Bedemption  of  notes  as  pr<^)oaed  (one-half)  -     30, 000, 000 

Expenditures,  six  months   800, 000, 000 


Total  •  444,000,000 
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To  meet  these  demands,  I  rely  upon — 


Receipt  of  the  tax  in  kind  _  

Half  the  money  tax  proposed  (*215, 000, 000)   

Half  the  sale  of  bonds  estimated  for  the  year  ($109, 000, 000} 


$145,000,000 
107,500,000 
304.500,000 


Total 


457,000,000 


I  beg  the  committee  to  take  notice  that  on  the  1st  day  of  January 
the  Treasury  will  be  entirely  empty;  and  that  there  will  be  nothing 
after  that  day  to  satisfy  the  requisitions  but  the  funds  to  arise  from 
the  sale  of  bonds. 

Assuming  that  the  recommendations  I  have  ventured  to  submit  in 
relation  to  the  money  tax  (which  is  clearly  indispensable)  shall  be 
adopted,  the  collection  from  that  source  will  not  begin  to  come  in 
before  the  month  of  June;  but  I  rely  with  confidence  upon  the  ability 
to  anticipate  the  collections  to  the  extent  of  $107,000,000  by  temporary 
loans. 

There  is  obviously  some  risk  of  embarrassment  in  depending  upon 
this  expedient,  but  it  is  all  that  can  be  done  apparently  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  and  I  would  respectfully  and  earnestly  impress 
upon  the  committee  the  importance  of  acting  with  promptitude,  and 
thereby  inspiring  confidence  in  the  adequacy  of  our  future  resources. 

That  a  money  tax  is  indispensable  is  plain;  that  less  than  the  sum 
mentioned  in  the  report  will  be  insufficient  seems  equally  clear,  and 
I  venture  with  great  deference  to  suggest  that  the  plan  of  taxation 
proposed  will  raise  the  requisite  amount,  and  is  strongly  recommended 
by  the  consideration  that  it  makes  the  smallest  possible  departure 
from  the  existing  system. 

"With  renewed  thanks  to  the  committee  for  the  patient  attention 
they  have  accorded  to  the  communications  I  have  been  impelled  by  a 
sense  of  duty  to  address  them, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  TBENHOLM, 
Secretary  of  the  Treas\try. 


Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General*s  Office, 

No.  297.        f  Richmond,  December  IS,  I864. 

««•«*** 

XXXV".  To  facilitate  missionary  operations  in  the  Army,  post 
quartermasters  and  commissaries  are  allowed  to  receive  from  any 
religious  denomination  such  amount  of  forf^  and  substance  as  may 
be  offered  by  the  denomination,  and  to  receipt  for  the  same,  to  be 
returned  in  kind  in  rations  to  be  issued  in  the  field  to  properly 
accredited  missionaries,  under  such  regulations  as  will  hereafter  be 
prescribed  by  each  department. 

******  * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Ac(^iUant-OeneraL 
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Bureau  of  Conscription,  War  Department, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  December  15^  I864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Snt:  In  confirmation  of  a  statement  I  made  to  you  this  morning  I 
liave  the  honor  to  submit  the  inclosed  abstract  from  the  monthly 
ix^ports  of  the  commandant  of  conscripts  for  the  State  of  Virginia. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  and  Superintendent. 

[InclMare,] 

A^^tract  from,  the  monthlu  reports  of  tlie  commandant  of  conscripts 
for  ike  State  of  Virginia. 

Bureau  op  Conscription,  War  Department, 

Richmond^  Va.,  December  15^  I864. 

Deserters  and  at^sentees  without  leave  arrested  and  returned  to  the 
Army  in  the  State  of  Virginia:  May,  287;  June,  350;  July,  344; 
August,  629;  September,  358;  October,  266. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  December  16,  I864. 

The  President: 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following  extract 
of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adopted  on  the  23d 
ultimo,  being  so  much  as  relates  to  the  War  Department,  viz: 

'  Be»)lved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  commTinicated  to  this 
House  as  far  as  is  practicable  *  •  »  also  the  number  of  civil  and  military 
officers  on  duty  in  the  War  Department  in  the  city  01!  Richmond,  and  at  the 
hospitals  and  camps  in  its  immediate  vicinity ;  their  rank,  ages,  and  from  what 
State  the^  entered  the  service  or  were  appointed ;  the  number  of  bureaus  there 
are  now  m  the  War  Department  in  Richmond,  the  particular  acts  of  Congress 
under  which  they  were  created,  tuid  the  rank  and  number  ot  officers  compoeinff 
them,  their  general  power  and  daties  as  authorized  by  law ;  distinguishing  disabled 
and  aetailea  officers  from  privates  and  dtizens,  and  the  namber  employed  In 
each  bmrean. 

The  annexed  tabular  statements  furnish  most  of  the  information 
desired  by  the  House  of  Representatives.*  In  addition  it  is  proper,  in 
order  to  a  full  response,  to  give  a  general  statement  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  this  Department: 

I.  The  bureaus  of  the  War  Department  established  by  law  are : 
First.  The  offices  of  the  heads  of  the  general  staff  of  the  Army,  viz: 

1.  The  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Department. 

2.  The  Quartermaster-General's  Department. 

3.  The  Subsistence  Department. 

4.  The  Medical  Department.  These  are  organized  respectively 
under  the  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  sections  of  the  act  * '  For  the 
establishment  and  organization  of  a  general  staff  of  the  Army  of  the 
Confederate  States,"  approved  February  26,  1861. 

Second.  The  offices  of  the  chiefs  of  special  service,  viz; 
1.  The  Chiel.  of  Ordnance.    The  Bureau  of  Ordnance  is  organized 
under  the  forty-fourth  article  of  the  Regulations  of  the  Army.   It  has 

*  Statements  not  found. 
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never  been  oi^anlzed  by  law,  though  it  has  been  repeatedly  referred 
to  in  legislation  as  existing.  The  act  of  the  5th  of  April,  1832,  of  the 
Congreaa  of  the  United  States  has  not  been  adopted  by  the  Congress 
of  the  Confederate  States.  The  ofiScers  on  ordnance  duty,  as  well  as 
those  connected  with  the  Bureau,  as  those  serving  with  troops,  are 
commissioned  in  the  artillery. 

2.  The  Chief  of  Engineei-s.  The  Engineer  Corps  is  authorized  by  the 
second  section  of  the  act  approved  March  6,  1861,  "For the  establish- 
ment and  organization  of  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America." 

3.  The  Chief  of  the  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau.  *  This  Bureau  was 
established  under  the  act  *'To  establish  a  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau,'' 
approved  June  9,  1804.    Chapter  XXX. 

4.  The  Chief  of  the  Signal  Corps.  This  corps  was  organized  under 
the  act  "To  organize  a  Signal  Corps,"  approved  April  19, 1862,  amended 
by  the  act  approved  September  27,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the 
Si^al  Corps. " 


third.  The  civil  offices  of  the  Department. 

1.  The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  established  by  the  act  "To  establish 
the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,"  approved  March  15,  1861.  It  coosiBts 
of  a  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs"  and  one  clerk.  The  cterkship 
is  vacant. 

2.  The  War  Office  is  the  immediate  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War.  It  is  oi^anized  under  the  act 
approved  March  7,  1861,  "To  create  the  cleriioal  force  of  the  several 
Eixecutive  Departments,"  Ac.    The  chief  office  under  the  Secretary 

of  War  and  the  Assistant  Secretary  is  the  "Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  i 
War."  His  office  is  created  by  the  fourth  clause  of  the  first  section  of  | 
the  act  last  cited. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  exigencies  of  the  public  serv- 
ice have  occasioned  the  establishment  of  certain  additional  offices  in 
connection  with  the  War  Department,  which  are  not  authorized  as 
independent  bureaus  by  any  act  of  Congress,  the  duties  of  which  are 
dischai^ed  by  officers  detailed  for  that  purpose.  Of  these  the  most 
important  is: 

First.  The  Bureau  of  Conscription.  After  the  passage  of  the  act  i 
of  the  16th  of  April,  1861,  known  as  the  first  conscript  law,  the 
attempt  was  made  to  deal  with  the  questions  arising  under  it  directly 
in  the  War  Office.  The  experience  of  several  months  demonstntted 
the  necessity  of  relieving  the  War  Office  of  the  details  of  this  busi- 
ness, which,  under  the  successive  amendments  to  the  original  act, 
rapidly  increased  to  a  great  volume.  These  could  be  best  dealt  with 
by  an  officer  whose  time  and  attention  should  be  given  especially  to  i 
them,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  A  general  officer 
with  a  competent  number  of  assistants  was  assigned  by  orders  to 
this  duty,  and  was  announced  in  Greneral  Orders,  No.  112,  December 
30,  1802,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this  report.* 

Second.  The  office  in  charge  of  procuring  foreign  supplies  for  the 
Army.  As  the  use  and  export  of  cotton  for  purchasing  supplies 
abroad  enlarged,  it  became  necessary  to  assign  an  officer  to  duty  per^ 
taining  to  this  subject.  This  mode  of  supply  was  first  used  in  con- 
nection with  the  Ordnance  Bureau.  It  was  soon  found  that  we  should 
need  supplies  also  for  the  Quartermaster's,  Medical,  and  Subsistence 
Departments,  to  provide  which  vessels  had  to  be  procured  and  cotton 


*See  Vol.  n,  this  seriee,  p.  366. 
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cxpoHed.  The  officer  of  the  Ordnance  Bureau,  who  had  acquired 
experience  there  in  this  duty,  was  put  in  general  charge  of  the  busi- 
ness and  the  operations  enlarged.  They  were  still  further  increased 
under  the  act  of  the  6th  of  February,  1864,  "To  impose  regulations 
on  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  provide  for  the 
public  defense,"  and  the  regulations  made  by  the  President  in  pur- 
suance thereof.  These  devolved  on  this  department  the  purchase, 
compression,  and  repairs  of  all  cotton  for  export;  its  transportation 
and  shipment,  and  the  receipt  and  disposition  ©f  the  foreign  supplies. 

Third.  The  army  intelligence  office.  After  the  great  battles  of 
the  summer  of  1862  numerous  inquiries,  personal  and  by  letter,  were 
addressed  to  the  Department  by  the  relatives  and  friends  of  our  sol- 
diers to  learn  their  fate.  To  afford  relief  to  such  natural  anxieties,  a 
chaplain  on  duty  in  this  city  was  authorized  to  establi^  an  office 
where  information  respecting  the  individual  casualties  of  battle 
should  be  collected  promptly,  at  what  hospitals  wounded  men  were, 
and  such  general  information  as  would  enable  friends  to  learn  their 
safety,  or  the  extent  of  their  injuries,  and  where,  if  wounded  and 
alive,  they  could  be  found.  This  office,  which  has  been  a  great  grati- 
fication to  our  people,  is  conducted  by  a  chaplain,  one  clerk,  and  dis- 
abled soldiers  detailed  for  that  purpose. 

Fourth.  The  office  of  the  agent  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners.  The 
cartel  agreed  upon  by  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  for  the  Confederate  States 
and  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  for  the  United  States  on  the  22d  of  July, 
1862,  provided  by  the  eighth  article  that,  "for  the  purpose  of  cann- 
ing into  effect  the  foregoing  ai-ticles  of  agreement,  each  party  will 
appoint  two  agents,  to  be  called  agents  for*the  exchange  of  prisoners 
of  war,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  communicate  with  each  other  by 
correspondence  or  otherwise,  to  prepare  the  lists  of  prisoners,  to 
attend  to  the  delivc'^y  of  prisoners  at  the  places  agreed  on,  and  to 
carry  out  promptly,  effectually,  and  in  good  faith  all  the  details  and 
provi.sions  of  the  said  articles  of  agreement." 

Under  this  agreement  a  principal  agent,  to  represent  this  Govern- 
ment and  to  have  general  charge,  under  this  Department,  of  the  busi- 
ness arising  under  the  cartel  and  in  connection  with  the  subject  of 
prisoners  of  war,  was  appointed. 

Tabular  returns  of  the  civil  and  military  i)ersons  on  duty  in  the 
camp  and  hospitals  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  of  Richmond  also 
accompany  this  report. *  It  was  considered  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives did  not  design  to  embrace  in  their  resolution  any  of  the 
camps  of  the  troops  now  in  the  vicinity  of  this  city.  The  delay  in 
forwarding  tJiis  report  has  been  occasioned  by  the  time  required  to 
procure  the  accompanying  returns  from  the  numerous  and  extensive 
hospitals  in  and  about  the  city  of  Richmond. 
Rojpectfully, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


State  of  North  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

Rdeighy  December  16^  1864. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis: 

I  inclose  yon  a  copy  of  a  communication*  informing  me  that  the 
House  of  Commons  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  imssed 

•  Not  f otmd. 
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a  resolution  requesting  me  to  correspond  with  you,  protesting  against 
the  cruel  and  inhuman  manner  in  which  slaves  conseribed  from  our 
citizens  are  now  treated,  and  request  that  the  evil  be  immediately 
remedied.  Rumors  and  statements  are  constantly  arriving  here  that 
the  slaves  conseribed  and  assigned  to  labor  on  the  works  at  and  near 
Wilmingto:i  are  treated  with  great  cruelty  and  inhumanity  by  being 
overworked,  almost  starved,  not  half  clad,  and  lodged  without  shelter, 
by  reason  of  whi<^  they  are  suffering  great  mortality.  Not  only  the 
interest  of  their  masters  and  the  country,  but  also  humanity  forbids 
the  continuance  of  such  a  state  of  things.  And  I  cannot  doubt  that 
as  soon  as  your  attention  is  called  to  it  you  wilt  take  the  necessary 
stei^  to  remedy  the  evil  complained  of. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Confederate  States  of  Amekica, 
War  Department,  Bureau  op  Conscription, 

Richmond^  Fa,,  December  75,  I864. 

The  President: 

Dear  Sir:  A  very  imperative  necessity  for  a  few  days'  attention  to 
my  private  interests  has  induced  me  to  ask  a  leave  of  absence,  which 
Mr.  Seddon  has  kindly  granted.  Your  condition  of  health  has 
deterred  me  from  seeking  an  interview,  which  I  desired  for  the  pni^ 
pose  of  asking  your  attention  to  a  concerted  effort  now  on  foot,  not 
to  modify,  but  to  abolish  the  whole  system  of  conscription  as  it  now 
exists,  and,  of  course,  to  effect  my  removal  from  its  control  by  oper- 
ation of  law.  As  to  the  latter  I  feel  but  little  concern,  for  I  can  rely 
on  your  giving  me  such  service  as  will  be  honorable  to  myself  and  to 
the  extent  of  my  ability,  and  beneficial  to  the  country.  You  know 
the  full  extent  of  the  little  I  am  able  to  do,  and  I  am  quite  sure  of 
your  absolute  confidence  in  my  zeal.  I  do  feel  the  most  anxious 
solicitude  in  regard  to  the  proposed  changes  iu  their  bearing  on  tlte 
public  service.  I  have  seen  a  programme  of  them,  which  I  was  told 
had  high  military  sanction.  The  system  is  one  of  mere  military  <wn- 
Bcription,  not  adapted  to  the  condition  of  the  country,  repulsive  to 
public  sentiment,  inefficacious  and  certainly  weakening,  if  not  disas- 
trous to  the  public  defense.  It  will  be  r^isted  by  States,  communi- 
ties, and  individuals  to  an  extent  which  will  render  it  inoperative. 
But  even  if  it  be  not  thus  resisted,  it  will  fail  because  of  its  total 
want  of  adaptation  to  the  duties  prescribed  for  it.  In  legal  adminis- 
tration military  organizations  and  action  never  have  the  attributes 
either  of  celerity  or  efficiency.  Executive  strength  is  always  best, 
based  on  the  exercise  of  civil  rule.  Military  power  may  hold  laws  in 
subjection;  it  cannot  administer  them,  at  least  not  under  our  system 
-of  civil  polity.  The  present  system  of  conscription,  if  allowed  to  be 
thoroughly  organized  and  supplied  with  proper  agencies,  is  not  only 
-the  most  efficient  and  active,  but  the  strongest  which  can  be  institntci 
for  our  purpcffles.  It  is  active  and  enet^tic  in  principle,  simple  and 
orderly  in  structure,  uniform  anfl  rapid  in  operation.  Besides  this,  it 
■contains  the  great  element,  now  so  necessary,  of  giving  the  adntinds^ 
.tration  of  a  civil  law  directly  into  the  hands  of  executive  agencies 
neither  purely  military  nor  judicial.  It  bears  in  its  construction 
more  real  pervading  exfecutive  power  and  responsibility  than  is 
held  by  the  control  of  the  Atmieti  of  the  Confederacy.    You  may  not 
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think  this  feature  desirable.  It  is '  at  this  time  unquestionably  nec- 
essary. 

I  trust  the  present  system  will  be  adhered  to  and  fully  organized 
for  all  duties  charged  upon  it.  I  am  willing  to  be  an  agent  in  its 
administration,  but  if  you  think  it  can  be  improved  in  operation  by 
the  selection  of  others,  I  am  sure  you  will  neither  do  me  nor  the  coun- 
try the  wrong  of  hesitating  to  find  other  service  for  me. 

My  desire  is  to  serve  the  country  under  your  dictation.  To  that  I 
have  devoted  myself.  I  believe  I  can  render  good  service  in  the  line 
yon  have  intrusted  to  me.  I  am  sure  the  system  in  which  I  have  been 
working  is  the  best  for  the  puiposes  of  the  country,  and  do  earnestly 
hope  it  will  be  maintained,  with  only  such  modifications  as  will  make 
it  more  rigorous  in  e^ecntion  without  affecting  the  principle  on  which 
it  is  based. 

AVith  high  and  oorditd  esteem,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON. 


Bureau  of  CtoNSCBipnoN,  War  Department, 

Riehmond,  Fa.,  December  18^  1864- 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Dear  Sir  :  I  am  aware  that  there  Is  a  project  on  foot,  under  high 
military  sanction,  to  abolish  the  existing  system  of  conscription,  and 
substitute  for  it  a  military  oi^nization,  to  be  regulated  by  purely 
rigid  military  rules,  and  by  the  operation  of  law  to  remove  me  from 
the  control  delected  to  me  by  you.  The  latter  may  be  no  loss  to  the 
service,  but  the  institution  of  such  a  system  will  be  fatal  to  it.  As 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  the  features  of  the  scheme,  it  is 
a  cumbrous,  confused  mass  of  indigested  regulations,  the  offspring 
of  utter  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  the  duties  to  be  performed,  of 
the  condition  of  the  country,  and  the  wants  of  the  public  service  in 
the  department  of  the  public  defense — a  mere  militaiy  experiment 
on  the  vitals  of  the  country.  If  tried  it  will  fail;  but  the  fear  is  that 
the  experiment  in  failing  will  destroy  the  subject.  It  was  a  maxim  of 
certain  Gce6k-^>hileaopRy  tlial'  in  itTmn  in  thr  I'rmtiTiii  riiim  fiiTlj'" 
Our  misfortune  is  that  we  have  neither  time  nor  strength  to  practice 
folly,  in  the  hope  that  wisdom  will  grow  out  of  it.  Whatever  igno- 
rant and  discontented  or  malignant  persons  may  say,  we  know  that 
the  present  system  has  been  efficacious;  we  know  that  with  proper 
agencies  it  can  with  great  certainty  and  celerity  bring  all  the  elements 
of  strength  in  the  matter  confided  to  it  to  bear  upon  the  public  defense. 
We  know  that  before  it  was  rudely  disturbed  by  the  pestilent  inter- 
ference of  ignorant  and  presumptuous  persons  in  high  position,  it  had 
eominenUed  itself  to  the  approbation  of  the  people,  the  States,  the 
Congress,  yourself,  and  the  President,  and  that  all  admitt«d  if  fur- 
nished with  proper  officers  it  would  meet  all  the  demands  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  capabilities  of  the  country.  Why  change  it,  then,  upon 
the  presumption  that  it  is  not  fitted  to  a  more  stringent  exigency  now 
existing?  And  above  all,  why  change  it  for  a  scheme  which  has 
already  failed,  and  which  has  done  as  much  to  chill  the  patriotic  ardor 
of  the  people  as  any  one  error  or  misfortune  which  has  befallen  us, 
and  which  has  no  one  principle,  element,  or  instrument  adapted  to 
the  duties  growing  out  of  the  law. 
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I  am  sore  that  with  you  I  need  not  deprecate  official  dignity  or  plead 
my  entire  freedom  from  official  interest  when  I  earnestly  call  on  you 
to  look  narrowly  and  fully  into  this  matter  before  you  give  it  your 
sanction.  If  this  scheme,  which  I  have  heard  designated  as  General 
Bragg's  or  General  Kemper's,  is  adopted  It  will  be  met  by  legislative 
resistance  in  the  States  before  it  is  in  operation  sixty  days,  and  Con- 
gress will  be  forced  to  repeal  it;  but  it  may  be  too  late  when  States 
nave  nullified  a  law  of  the  Qonfederacy.  To  this  grave  issue  it  will 
surely  lead.  The  integrity  of  the  Confederacy  is  necessary  to  the 
achievement  of  our  independence.  Nothing  will  tend  more  rapidly 
to  disintegrate  the  Confederacy  than  the  adoption  of  these  pettUant, 
indigested,  and  revoltii^  schemes  of  military  conscription.  I  pray 
yon  do  not  think  my  terms  too  strong  or  my  jnanner  too  familiar. 
We  are  in  a  very  grave  condition.  I  have  some  experience  la  these 
matters,  and  it  seems  the  proper  duty  of  all  eam^t  men  to  express 
their  strong  convictions. 

With  high  and  cordial  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier-Qenerdl  and  Superintendent 


Richmond,  Va.,  December  20,  I864. 
The  House  op  Representatives:* 

I  herewith  transmit  the  reports  made  by  the  heads  of  the  Treasury 
and  War  Departments,f  in  response  to  your  resolution  of  the  6th 
instant,  making  various  inquiries  relative  to  the  subject  embi^ced  in 
the  act  of  February  6,  lg64,  entitled  "A  bill  to  impose  r^ulations 
npon  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  Confederate  States  to  provide  for 
the  public  defense." 

The  impbrtance  of  this  snbject  induces  me  to  -present,  at  some 
length,  my  views  npon  the  policy  of  the  law,  and  upon  its  effects 
as  developed  by  experience. 

The  first  section  of  the  law  (which  was  passed  at  the  fourth  ses- 
sion of  the  First  Congress  and  was  the  expression  of  its  matured 
judgment)  prohibits  the  exportation  of  the  principal  products  of  the 
Confederate  States,  except  under  uniform  regulations,  and  the  reason 
for  this  prohibition  is  expressed  in  the  preamble  to  be  this:  "That 
the  condition  of  the  contest  demands  that  the  Confederate  Stat«s 
should  call  into  requisition  whatever  resources  of  i^en  and  money 
they  have  for  the  support  of  their  cause." 

The  fifth  section  of  the  law  indicated  that  the  purpose  of  Congress 
in  granting  power  to  allow  or  refuse  permission  to  export  the  prod- 
uce of  onr  country  was  to  enforce  a  return,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of 
the  value  of  the  produce  exported  ''in  military  or  other  supplies  for 
the  public  service." 

But  a  full  understanding  of  the  policy  of  your  predecessors  can  be 
attained  only  by  taking  into  consideration  another  act  passed  on  the 
same  day,  and  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  luxu- 
ries or  of  articles  not  necessaries  or  of  common  use."  This  last- 
mentioned  act  actually  prohibited  during  the  pending  war  the  im- 
portation of  any  articles  not  necessary  for  the  defense  and  subsist- 
ence of  the  country;  and  among  those  excluded  from  importation 

*A  similar  message  waa  commanicated  to  the  Senate  under  date  of  December 
17, 1864,  in  response  to  its  resolution  of  December  5..1864,for  which  see  p.  8B7. 

t  For  Seddon's  report  see  December  10, 1864,  p.  938,  ezceptiiig  the  clause  referred 
to  in  footnote  (a),  p. 
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were  vines,  spirits,  jewelry,  cigars,  and  all  the  finer  fabrics  of  cotton, 
flax,  wool,  or  silk,  as  well  as  all  other  merchandise  serving  only  for 
the  indulgence  of  luxurious  habits. 

In  a  word,  the  two  acts  were  an  exercise  of  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce  so  as  to  make  it  subservient  to  the  success  of  our  struggle, 
by  prohibiting  the  importation  or  exportation  of  merchandise  or  prod- 
ace  for  any  other  purpose  than  national  defense  and  necessary  sub- 
sistence, until  these  vital  objects  should  be  placed  beyond  the  reach 
of  danger.  The  two  laws  form  one  common  system,  and  they  should 
be  so  regarded  in  considering  the  propriety  of  the  repeal  or  modifica- 
tion of  either. 

When  signing  my  approval  of  these  acts  I  considered  them  as  meas- 
ures eminently  wise  and  proper,  and  as  well  adapted  to  remedy  exist- 
ing evils.  Complaints  were  rife  through  our  countiy  that  its  foreign 
commerce  was  almost  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  aliens;  that  our 

cotton,  tobacco,  and  naval  stores  were  being  drained  from  the  States, 
and  that  we  were  receiving  in  return  cargoes  of  liquors,  wines,  and 
articles  of  luxury;  that  the  imported  goods,  being  held  in  few  hands 
and  in  limited  quantities,  were  sold  at  prices  so  exorbitant  that  the 
blockade- runners,  after  purchasing  fresh  cargoes  of  cotton,  still 
retained  large  sums  of  Confederate  money,  which  they  invested  in 
gold  for  exportation  and  in  foreign  exchange,  and  that  the  whole 
course  of  the  trade  had  a  direct  tendency  to  impoverish  our  country, 
demoralize  our  people,  depreciate  our  currency,  and  enfeeble  our 
defense.  Congress  believed  these  complaints  well  founded,  and  in 
that  belief  I  fully  concurred.  None  doubted  that  a  remedy  was  desir- 
able, and  your  present  inquiries  seek  information  in  relation  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  remedy  provided  by  the  legislation  then  devised,  as 
developed  by  ^tual  experience. 

My  conviction  is  decided  that  the  eifect  of  the  legislation  has  been 
salutary;  that  the  evils  existing  prior  to  its  adoption  have  been  mate- 
rially diminished,  and  that  the  repeal  of  the  legislation  or  any  modifi- 
cation impairing  its  efficiency  would  be  calamitous.  This  opinion  is 
shared  by  every  Executive  Department  that  has  been  intrusted  with 
the  execution  of  these  laws  and  regulations,  and  thus  enabled  to  form 
a  judgment  based  on  observation  and  experience. 

The  propriety  and  justice  of  a  claim  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
that  a  share  of  all  the  vessels  engaged  in  the  blockade  trade  should 
be  held  subject  to  its  use  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  people  was  so 
obvious  that  even  before  the  legislation  of  Congress  few  owners 
refused  to  place  at  its  disposal  one-third  of  the  tonnage,  both  outward 
and  inward,  for  the  importation  of  supplies  and  the  exportation  of 
the  produce  necessary  to  pay  for  them.  On  the  passage  of  the  laws 
it  was  deemed  proper  to  increase  the  demand  of  the  Government  to 
one-half.  This  decision  was  based  not  only  on  the  consideration  that 
the  Government  was  burdened  with  the  entire  expense  of  defending 
the  ports  of  entiy,  but  on  the  further  reasons  that  the  enormous 
gains  of  the  commerce  were  monopolized  by  foreigner,  free  to  engage 
in  commerce  at  their  pleasure  while  our  citizens  were  engrossed  in 
the  sacred  duty  of  defending  their  homes  and  liberties,  and  therefore 
unable  to  compete  for  the  trade.  It  was  foreseen  that  this  increase 
would  be  resisted,  and  in  a  message  on  the  subject,  addressed  by  me 
to  the  House  of  Bepreseutatlves  on  the  10th  of  June  last,  it  is  stated 
thal^ 

For  some  weeks  -ifter  the  adoption  of  these  reflations  atrennous  efforts  were 
made  by  parties  interested  in  the  business  to  induce  a  relaxation  of  the  regala- 
tions.   Many  of  the  vessels  reniainf>(1  nnemplnyedon  the  allegation  of  the  owners 
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that  the  tenuB  imposed  by  the  regnlations  were  bo  onerous  as  to  render  impossible 
the  continuance  of  the  baainegs.  The  regnlationa  remained  unchanged,  for  I  was 
satisfied  from  an  examination  of  the  subject  that  this  complaint  was  unfoimded 
and  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  vessels  was  an  experiment,  by  a  combinatioD 
among  their  owners,  on  the  firmness  of  the  Government.  The  resolt  proved  the 
correetneBB  of  this  view,  for  after  various  attempts  to  obtain  increased  advantages 
the  vessels  resumed  their  voyages.  Their  number  has  been  largely  increased. 
The  ability  to  export  produce  and  import  snppUee  on  Qovemment  account  has 
been  developed  to  a  greater  extent  than  had  been  anticipated,  and  the  credit  of 
the  Gtovemment  has  been  so  improved  in  toraga  markets  that  Ute  qootataons  for 
its  loan  have  rapidly  advanced. 

In  the  same  message  it  was  also  stated  that — 

Among  the  efforts  made  to  induce  a  change  of  the  regulations  was  a  wamint; 

S'  ven  to  ofiBcers  of  the  Government  that  the  owners  of  vessels  could  make  better 
^rgains  with  the  Governors  of  States  than  with  the  Ckmfedrarate  GoTemmeDt. 
and  that  if  the  r^rtilations  were  not  rela^  in  their  favw  they  would  transfer 
their  vessels  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States,  and  tiius  withdraw  Hbem 
from  the  operation  of  the  regulations. 

Reverting  now  to  the  precise  inquiries  contained  in  your  resolu- 
tion, I  answer- 
First.  That  "no  restriction  whatever  has  been  placed  on  the  exercise 
of  the  right  of  any  Confederate  State  to  export  on  its  own  account 
any  of  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  impose 
regulations,"  &c.,  approved  6th  of  February,  1864. 

£ach  State  not  only  exporti*  whatever  it  pleases,  but  the  obligation 
imposed  on  private  individuals  to  bring  back  into  the  coantrj'  neces- 
sary supplies  equal  in  value  to  one-half  of  the.  produce  exported  is 
not  extended  to  the  States.  They  are  in  these  respects  on  a  footing 
of  absolute  equality  with  the  Confederate  Government. 

I  am  aware  that  complaints  have  been  made  of  the  effect  of  these 
regulations  by  the  Governors  of  some  of  the  States,  but  their  objec- 
tions are,  in  my  judgment,  without  foundation. 

It  is  not  denied  by  any  of  them  that  when  a  State  purchases  a  ves- 
sel it  is  left  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  State  authorities,  and 
that  the  Confederate  Government  claims  no  share  of  the  outward  or 
inward  tonnage.  It  is  also  admitted  that  when  the  States  purchase 
or  charter  any  x^rt  of  a  vessel,  not  exceeding  one-half,  the  Confeder- 
ate States  Government  does  not  interfere  with  their  enjojinent  of  the 
portion  so  purchased  or  chartered,  and  confines  itself  to  exacting 
from  the  private  owner  the  use  of  that  half  not  conveyed  to  the  State; 
but  the  complaint  is  that  the  Confederate  Government  will  not  fur- 
ther consent  to  yield,  for  the  benefit  of  a  single  State,  any  part  of 
that  moiety  of  the  tonnage  of  each  vessel  which  it  has  secured  under 
the  regulations  for  the  common  use  and  benefit  of  all  the  States  of 
which  it  is  agent. 

By  the  regulations,  as  now  existing,  half  the  tonnage  of  all  the  ves- 
sels engaged  in  the  trade  has  been  conveyed  to  the  use  of  the  Confed- 
eracy. Why  should  a  single  State  be  allowed  to  take  for  its  separate 
use  from  the  Confederacy  any  part  of  this  half?  Is  it  not  enough 
that  the  remaining  half  is  left  open  for  purchase  or  charter  by  the 
State? 

It  is  plain  that  a  State  and  the  owner  of  a  vessel  can  have  no 
motive  for  contracting  in  such  manner  as  to  diminish  the  tonnage 
claimed  by  the  Confederacy,  unless  for  a  profit  that  is  to  be  shared 
by  both.  Any  conceeslon,  therefore,  made  on  this  point  is  in  effect 
the  loss  of  an  interest  which  is  the  common  property  of  all  the  States 
for  the  joint  gain  of  a  single  State  and  of  a  private  capitalist. 
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A^in,  the  army  in  the  field  is  the  army  of  the  Confederacy,  which 
is  charged  with  the  duty  of  supplying  it  with  clothing,  subsistence, 
and  munitions  of  war.  The  performance. of  this  duty  demands  the 
most  strenuous  exertions  and  the  command  of  all  the  resources  that 
can  be  reached.  Any  diminution  of  our  command  of  those  resources 
by  a  modification  of  the  existing  legislation  might  lead  to  disastrous 
consequences.  Under  our  present  arrangements  we  are  barely  able 
to  supply  to  our  brave  defenders  a  moderate  share  of  those  comforts 
which  are  indispensable  to  their  efficiency.  As  long  as  privations  ai-e 
endured  by  all  alike,  there  is  a  noble  and  patriotic  emulation  in  the 
display  of  cheerful  fortitude  in  enduring  them.  But  if  the  common 
supply  now  distributed  among  all  in  diminished  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  any  one  State  to  add  to  the  supplies  furnished  her  own 
troops,  the  effect  will  be  pernicious  to  an  extent  that  can  scarcely  be 
appreciated  In  advance.  I  leave  it  to  others  to  imagine  the  state  of 
feeling  which  would  ensue  if  the  soldiers  of  the  sea-board  States  were 
to  be  found  amply  supplied  with  all  necessaries  and  comforts,  standing 
side  hy  side  with  the  troops  of  interior  States,  who  would  be  deprived 
of  a  part  of  what  they  now  receive  in  consequence  of  a  diminution  of 
our  present  means  of  providing  for  all  alike.  If  to  this  it  should  be 
answered  that  the  interior  States  could  enjoy  the  same  advantages 
as  the  sea-board  States  by  sending  agents  to  the  ports  to  represent 
them,  thus  placing  all  on  an  equal  footing,  the  reply  is  obvious.  The 
result  would  then  be  to  bring  all  the  States  back  to  the  same  condi- 
tion in  which  they  now  are;  that  is  to  say,  each  possessing  its  fair 
share  of  the  advantages  derived  from  the  tonnage  used  by  the  Con- 
federate Government. 

It  appears  to  me  that  any  change  in  the  present  regulations  so  as  to 
affect  the  rights  of  the  Confederate  Government  must  necessarily  be 
either  useless  or  mischievous — useless,  if  no  advantage  is  to  be  gained 
by  any  one  Stateover  the  others;  mischievous  in  the  extreme,  if  such 
an  advantage  is  to  be  the  effect  of  the  change. 

It  has  been  su^ested  that  there  are  many  articles  required  by  the 
people  of  the  different  States  which  can  only  be  obtained  through  the 
aid  of  their  governments,  and  that  the  efforts  of  the  Confederate 
Government  are  confined  exclusively  to  the  supply  of  the  needs  of 
the  Army.  This  is  true;  but  one-half  of  all  the  tonnage  of  private 
owners  remains  open  to  employment  by  the  States  for  the  pui-pose 
suggested,  though,  perhaps,  at  somewhat  greater  cost  than  would  be 
charged  if  they  were  permitted  to  use  the  portion  reserved  for  the 
Confederacy.  But  I  repeat  that  there  is  no  justice  apparent  in  the 
demand  that  all  the  States  should  sacrifice  a  common  right  for 
the  profit  of  a  single  State,  nor  in  diminishing  the  necessary  com- 
forts of  the  soldier  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  remain  at  home.  It 
is  also  competent  for  each  State  to  purchase  vessels  for  its  own  use  or 
to  purchase  shares  in  common  with  one  or  more  other  States  for  the 
introduction  of  supplies  necessary  for  the  people  without  encroach- 
ing on  the  means  used  by  the  Confederacy  .for  supplying  the  Army. 

Second.  Upon  the  second  question,  whether  the  regulations  have 
caused  any  diminution  in  the  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  foreign 
commerce,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  gives  such 
information  as  satisfactorily  establishes  the  reverse  to  be  the  case. 

In  addition  to  the  statements  made  by  him,  derived  from  official 
returns,  the  Secretary  of  War  reports  that  many  new  steamers  are 
understood  to  be  on  the  way  to  engage  in  the  trade,  notwithstanding 
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the  impression  which  prevails  that  the  stringency  of  the  blockade  is 
constantly  increasing. 

The  number  of  vessels  which  arrived  at  two  porte  of  the  Confed- 
eracy between  the  Ist  of  November  and  6th  of  December  was  forty-  , 
three,  averaging  more  than  one  per  day,  and  indicating  no  check  in 
the  trade.    A  further  and  conclusive  proof  that  the  profits  of  this 
commerce  under  present  regulations  are  sufficiently  tempting  to 
secure  its  increase,  is  afforded  by  the  fact  that  the  shares  of  the  com- 
panies engaged  in  it  have  greatly  advanced  in  value.    The  shares  of 
one  company,  originally  of  $1,000  each,  were  selling  in  July  last  for  -  i 
$20)000  each,  and  now  command  $30,000.    Those  of  another  com-  | 
pany  have  increased  in  the  same  period  from  $2,500  to  $6,000;  and  all 
exhibit  a  large  advance. 

Third.  Your  third  inquiry  seeks  information  whether  the  legislation 
and  regulations  have  been  beneficial  or  otherwise  in  their  effect  on 
the  sncoMS  of  our  arms  and  the  supply  of  means  necMsary  to  the 
public  defense. 

My  opinion  has  already  been  indicated  on  this  point,  and  the  reports 
of  the  Secretaries  are  decided  in  the  expression  of  their  own  convic- 
tions of  the  wisdom  of  the  laws,  and  the  beneficial  effects  produced 
by  them,  in  connection  with  the  regulations  established  for  giving 
them  effect. 

These  laws  and  regulations  have  enabled  the  Government  not  only 
to  provide  supplies  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  formerly,  and  to 
furnish  the  means  for  meeting  the  installments  on  its  foreign  loan, 
but  to  put  an  end  to  a  wasteful  and  ruinous  contract  system,  by 
which  supplies  were  obtained  before  Congress  determined  to  exercise  i 
control  over  the  imports  and  exports.  I 

Instead  of  being  compelled  to  give  contractors  a  large  profit  on  the 
'  cost  of  their  supplies,  and  to  make  payment  in  cotton  in  onr  ports  at 
6  pence  per  pound,  we  now  purchase  supplies  abroad  by  our  agents 
at  cost  in  the  foreig^n  market,  and  pay  there  in  cotton,  which  sells  at 
a  net  price  of  24  pence  per  pound.  When  alt  the  elements  of  cal- 
culation are  taken  into  consideration,  it  is  by  no  means  an  exag- 
geration to  say  that  100  bales  of  cotton  exported  by  the  Gtovemment 
will  purchase  abroad  the  same  amount  and  value  of  supplies  that  600  ; 
bales  would  purchase  delivered  to  contractors  in  the  Confederacy. 
A  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shows  that 
of  11,796  Imles  of  cotton  shipped  since  1st  of  July  last,  but  1,272 
were  lost;  not  quite.  11  per  cent.  If  this  be  taken  as  a  fair  average, 
and  it  is  believed  to  be  so,  out  of  600  bales  of  cotton  exported,  534  i 
wonld  arrive  abroad  and  yield,  at  £40  per  bale,  £21,360,  while  the 
same  600  bales  delivered  on  payment  at  a  home  port,  at  6  pence  per  | 
pound,  would  yield  less  than  £6,000.  I 

There  are  other  advantages  derived  from  buying  abroad,  rather 
than  contracting  with  blockade-runners,  of  no  small  magnitude,  but 
the  foregoing  statement  will  show  the  enormous  profits  that  were 
made  by  them  when  the  Government  was  forced  to  contract  instead 
of  purchasing  for  itself,  and  will  suggest  a  motive  for  the  strenuous 
efforts  they  have  not  ceased  to  make  to  get  rid  of  the  regulations  and 
procure  a  change  in  the  policy  of  the  Government.  It  is  to  the  law 
and  regulations  that  the  Grovemment  owes  its  ability  to  command 
freight  room,  and  then  buy  and  sell  for  itself  instead  of  being  forced 
to  make  contracts  so  extravagant  as  those  above  described.  It 
requires  little  sagacity  to  perceive  that  with  temptation  so  great  the 
owners  of  vessels  would  spare  no  pains  to  obtain  contracts  from  the 
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several  States,  if  allowed  to  do  so  by  law,  with  the  view  of  again  with- 
drawing from  our  use  as  far  as  possible  the  tonnage  of  their  veassels, 
and  thus  compelling  a  return  to  the  ruinous  contract  system. 

The  reports  of  the  Secretaries  will  fully  inform  you  of  the  quantity 
and  nature  of  the  supplies  obtained  by  the  Governmeut  under  the 
present  system,  and  tl^ir  importance  to  the  national  defense  will  be 
perceived  at  a  glance. 

Fouilh.  To  the  foorth  inquiry,  whether  experience  has  su^^sted 
the  necessity  of  the  repeal  of  said  act,  or  any  modification  or  amend- 
ment of  its  provisions,  the  foregoing  remarks  would  seem  to  furnish 
a  sufficient  answer.  But  I  conclude,  by  renewing  the  expression  of 
my  conviction  that  the  result  of  any  legislation  cheeking  or  dimin- 
ishing the  control  now  exercised  by  the  Government  over  our  foreign 
commerce  would  be  injurious  to  the  public  interest  and  would  insure 
the  renewal  in  aggravated  form  of  tlie  evils  which  it  was  the  purpose 
of  your  predecessors  to  remedy  by  the  laws  now  in  force. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  Treasury  Depi., 

Richmond,  December  J2,  186^. 

The  President; 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  reply  to  the  Inquiries 
contained  in  the  I'^olutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
5th  [6th]  instant  in  relation  to  the  foreign  trade: 
'  First.  Whetheranyandwhat  restrictions  have  been  imposed  upon 
the  exercise  of  the  right  of  the  Confederate  States,  or  any  of  them,  to 
export  on  their  own  account  any  of  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  act 
entitled  'An  act  to  impose  regulations  upon  the  foreign  commerce  of 
the  Confederate  States  to  provide  for  the  public  defense,*  approved 
Gth  of  Februaiy,  1864." 

No  restrictions  whatever  have  been  imposed  upon  the  exei-cise  of 
this  right  by  the  States.  The  tenth  article  of  the  regulations,  adopted 
in  pu^uance  of  the  act  of  6th  of  February,  provides: 

That  nothing  in  these  regulations  shall  be  conatnted  to  conflict  with  the  proviBo 
in  the  fifth  section,  "That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prohioit  the 
Confederate  States,  or  any  of  them,  from  exportlug  any  ol  the  articles  herein 
enumerated  on  their  own  account." 

By  the  first  and  second  articles  of  the  regulations  it  is  provided  that 
ves.sel8  belonging  to  private  parties  shall  carry  one-half  the  cargo,  both 
outward  and  inward,  on  account  of  the  Confederate  States. 

It  has  sometimes  been  supposed  that  this  provision  operates  as  a 
restriction  upon  the  freedom  of  action  of  the  States;  that  if  a  State 
acquire,  by  purchase  or  charter,  the  use  of  one-fourth  of  a  steamer 
the  Confederate  States  should  relinquish  an  equal  proportion  of  the 
moiety  claimed  under  the  regulations  and  reduce  the  share  reserved 
for  its  use  to  one-fourth. 

This  Department  does  not  concur  in  that  opinion.  It  is  held  that  a 
vrasel  engaging  in  this  trade  charges  one  moiety  to  the  Government 
ajid  has  no  power  while  she  continues  therein,  by  a  sale  or  another 
charter,  to  deprive  the  Government  of  the  use  of  that  moiety.  The 
exercise  of  such  a  power  would  be  incompatible  with  the  design  of  the 
act  of  February  6  and  in  direct  violation  of  the  regulations  made  in 
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pursuance  thereof.  It  would  be  impossible  for  the  Government  to 
secure  the  use  of  any  portion  of  a  vessel  if  the  owner  was  permitted 
thus  to  alienate  it  at  will.  Nor  would  it  be  consistent  with  the  equality 
to  be  observed  among  the  States  in  matters  of  common  interest  th^ 
this  should  be  conceded.  The  moiety  reserved  by  the  Confederate 
States  is  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  the  States  without  dis^ction. 
The  cotton  exported  is  common  property.  When  sold  the  product  is 
nearly  all  clear  gain.  The  supplies  brought  back  in  return  add  little 
or  nothing  to  the  expenditures  of  the  Crovemment  and  are  distributed 
among  the  troops  of  all  the  States  indiscriminately. 

But  when  any  part  of  this  moiety  is  transferred  to  one  State  it 
operates  as  a  relinquishment  of  the  share  of  each  of  the  others  for 
the  benefit  of  that  one.  The  part  thus  acquired  is  then  used  to  supply 
the  troops  of  that  State  only,  and  as  these  supplies  are,  nevertheless, 
paid  for  by  the  Confederate  States  it  follows  that,  besides  making  this 
valuable  concession,  those  from  whom  it  is  obtained  are  drawn  thereby 
into  an  unnecessary  expenditure.  In  other  words,  in  the  one  case  the 
troops  of  all  the  States  participate  in  the  benefit  and  without  cost  to 
any;  in  the  other  the  benefits  are  confined  to  the  troops  of  one  State, 
and  all  the  others  contribute  to  the  cost  and  without  any  vednction 
being  made  for  the  profits  on  the  outward  cargo. 

Second.  "Whether  the  regulations  made  under  the  first  section  of 
said  act  have  caused  any  diminution  in  the  number  of  vessels  engaged 
in  foreign  commerce." 

The  regulations  were  adopted  on  the  7th  of  March,  and  the  largest 
number  of  arrivals  occurred  in  the  months  of  May  and  June  ensuing, 
during  which  period  forty-three  steamers  entered  the  porta  of  Wil- 
mington and  Charleston.  The  prevalence  of  yellow  fever  both  in  the 
islands  and  in  our  own  ports  caused  a  serious  interruption  to  the  trade 
during  the  summer  months;  but  the  abatement  of  the  epidemic  has 
been  followed  by  the  immediate  return  of  activity,  and  from  the  1st 
of  November  to  the  6th  of  December  there  have  been  fort^-three 
arrivals  at  the  ports  above  named. 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  no  discouragement  has  been  given 
to  the  trade  by  the  regulations. 

This  conclusion  is  supported  by  other  evidence.  The  freight  of  5 
pence  per  pound  in  gold  paid  by  the  Government  is  nearly  equal  to 
$3  per  pound.  So  that  the  freight  paid  for  carrying  out  500  bales  of 
cotton  for  the  Government  will  purchase  for  the  vessel  1,000  bales  at 
the  market  price,  and  the  great  profit  realized  on  these  terms  is 
exhibited  in  the  enormous  price  commanded  in  the  market  by  shares 
in  all  the  blockade  stocks. 

,  Third.  "  Whetherthesaid  actof  Congressandthe  regulationsraade 
under  its  authority  have  been  beneficial  or  otherwise  in  their  effect  oo 
the  success  of  our  arms,  and  the  supply  of  means  necessary  for  the 
public  defense;  also,  whether  experience  has  snggested  the  necessity 
of  the  repeal  of  said  act  of  6th  of  February  or  any  modification  or 
amendment  of  its  provisions." 

My  impressions  are  that  they  have  been  in  the  highest  degree  bene- 
ficial. Before  the  passage  of  the  act  vessels  were  required  to  devote 
one-third  of  their  tonnage  to  the  use  of  the  Government,  by  authority 
of  the  War  Department.  The  principle  was  the  same  as  that  of  the 
regulations,  and  the  statistics  of  the  two  periods  have  not  been  kept 
separate.  The  following  summary,  embracing  a  period  of  about 
twelve  months,  from  the  1st  of  November,  1863,  to  the  25th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1864,  exhibits  the  results  attained  under  both.    These  details  are 
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derived  from  the  report  of  Col.  T.  L.  Bayne,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  Supplies  of  the  War  DeiMbrtment. 
The  leading  articles  imported  are  as  follows: 

Lead..  ponnda.-  1,490,000 

Saltpeter..  do....  1,850,000 

Meat  .do....  6,200,000 

Coffee  ....do....  408,000 

Boots  and  shoes  pairs. .  000 

Blankets  do. ...     292, 000 

Anns  (muskets,  rifles,  and  carbines)     186, 883 

Since  the  date  above  mentioned,  viz,  the  25th  of  October,  up  to  the 
6th  of  December,  further  supplies  of'  importance  have  been  brought 
in,  of  which  a  detailed  account  is  appended,  marked  A. 

When  the  regulations  were  first  adopted  each  Department  was 
charged  with  the  duty  of  managing  its  own  exports  and  imports,  but 
experience  indicated  the  propriety  of  consolidating  these  operations 
and  placing  the  whole  under  tlie  control  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
This  was  accordingly  done  on  the  1st  of  July,  and  from  that  date  to 
the  Ist  of  December  the  quantity  of  cotton  exported  was  11,796  bales. 
Of  this  quantity  1,272  bales  were  lost,  and  10,622  bales  have  arrived 
safe  at  foreign  ports.  At  a  moderate  computation  the  value  in  gold 
is  £320,000  sterling,  or  $1,500,000;  a  sum  capable  of  purchasing  sup- 
plies of  the  value  in  currency  of  |i45,O00,00O. 

The  results  attained  appear  to  establish  the  beneficial  character  and 
effect  of  the  act  of  February  6,  and  the  regulations  adopted  in  pursu- 
ance thereof;  and  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  neither  "the  repeal 
of  the  act,  nor  any  modification  or  amendment  of  its  provisions,"  has 
been  suggested  by  experience  to  be  necessary. 

G.  A.  TRENHOLM, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

A. — Cargoes  received  from  abroad,  on  Ooverrnnent  account,  from  SSth  of  October 

to  6th  of  December,  1864. 

PORT  OF  WILMIMGTON,  N.  0. 


Data. 


ISM. 
Oct.  31 


Nameof  tmmI. 


Hopes. 


Foreign  port. 


ArtlolM. 


Nuuu. 


Steel  cftMB. 

Do  oaska. 

Lignum  vlto  plecM. 

Glae  OMk. 

Chemicals  OMCS. 

Do  oaaks. 

l>o  kega. 

Do  bait. 

Qniek  stiver  bottle. 

Tools  casks 

Hose  ..CMOS. 

Jtope  ctdls. 

Twine   tmsaes- 

BtAtiag  cases. 

CaDTBB  bales. 

Sole  leather  do. . . 

Zlne,  faxda,  &o  oases. 

Tools  oaaks. 

Sam  do... 

Saws,  dto...  oases. 

Tools,  BorewB,  &o. .  -do. . . 

Do  casks. 

Iron  boodles. 

Otl  barrels. 

Aloohol  do... 

Chemicals  oasea. 

Do  cask. 

af'a*>tiiml. 


Qnan 

tity. 


For  aoeonnt  of— 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
I>o. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
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X.— Cargoes  received  from  abroad,  on  Government  account,  from  SSth  of  October 
to  6th  of  December^  i58;f— Continned. 

POKT  OP  WILUINOTUH,  N.  O— ConUnaad. 


Date. 


1864. 
Oct.  31 


Nov.  8 
.  S 


Kame  of  veaset.  Faralsa'port. 


Hop« 


Llttts  HittlA  ilo 

01t7  of  Fetfwsburg  do , 

BMtrlM  do . 


Taliamon.. 
Amutroog 


ArtfelM. 


MftchtDery  cum. 

CutinsB  do... 

GnUtan  

Hearers  

Boiler  

Stwni  cbeat  CMk. 

Picks  

BUnkota  .....balM. 

SamplM  cue. 

Htoei  ;cues. 

We"':::::::::::^. 

SalQMtw  awk*. 


Qnui*i 
Hty. 


.|  liermuda  .. 
.,  HaaHBii  

I  I 


BauabM . 


6  I  A.E.Fry 


.do. 


Bemnda 


BlnboiiD.... 
Uttle  Battle. 


Old  Dominion   Halifax.. 

EmmaHenrj-   U^nnuda 


Nasnnu  (flnt 

trip). 
NUMan  


Grate  bars  

Hosiery  bales. 

BuDiiug  cues. 

Belting  bale. 

Screwa,  itc  eau. 

MlUpicke  do... 

Wlmolotb  and  flles.do. . . 

lluota  caaeo. 

ProvUione  baneU. 

Beana  do... 

Life-boat  

Bearers  

Riflea  caaea. 

Beef  barrelH. 

Do  tieroea. 

BagKing  bales. 

Wire  coila. 

Life -boat  

Viaen  bandies. 

Hardware  barrels. 

IV  cases. 

Do  roak. 

KlAes  cases. 

Life-boat  

Soap  boxes. 

Provisions  barrels. 

Coifeo  bags. 

Do  tierces. 

Coffee  barrels. 

Casks   

Shoes   cases. 

Bacon  boxes. 

Beef  tioroea. 

Crushed  sugar... barrels. 

Rope  coila. 

Stationery  cases . 

Sugar  barrels. 

Hams  cask . 


Hardware  barrels 

Do  cases. 

Vises  bundle. 

Bellows  

Anvils  

Alcobol  barrels. 

Tin  plate  boxea. 

Stationery  oases . 

Copper  cuks. 

Tallow  barrels. 

Tools  box. 

Tarnish  demUohn. 

Pork  iMrrels. 

Saltpeter  sacks. 

Shoea  cases. 

Packages  

1)0.  


15 
10 

7 
18 
13 
43 
60 

8 

8 
4 

1 
1 

210 
130 
SO 
68 
18 


For  acoonot  of— 


15  Ordnanoo. 
15  I  Do. 
200  I  Do. 

6  Do. 

1  Do. 

1  Do. 

I  Engineer. 

83  Quartenuulor. 

1  Do. 

11  mterand  Mining. 
8  Seixaa. 
1  Do. 

818  mterand  Mining. 

  («> 

143  Ordnance. 

10  Qnnrtennuter. 

. 

1  Do. 

1  Do. 

1  Do. 

4  Do. 
SO  Do. 
105  Do. 

1  Do. 

8  Ordaanco. 
283  Do. 

390  Kavv- 
70  ho. 

10  John  SeixM. 

70  Navy. 

1  Do. 

8  QDartemiasler. 
23  Do. 

6  Do. 
1  Do. 

23  Onlnanoe. 
I  Do. 

340  Teasel. 
M4  Do. 

07  Do. 

U  Do. 

82  Do. 

7  Do. 
IS  Do. 

173  Commissary. 

126  Do. 

158  Private  account. 

40  Do. 

18  Do. 

0  Do. 

1  Do. 


Qnartermaater. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Medical. 
Do. 

Bnreaa  of  Conacrlp 
aoB. 

Do. 

Do. 
Commiaaarv. 
Niter  and  Mining. 


Navy. 

Oeueral  Wblting. 


aNo  freight  on  Guvemnient  aoconnt. 


b  No  Government  IMght. 
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A. — Cai-goes  received  from  abroad,  on  Oovemment  account,  from  ~'5tk  of  October 
to  6th  of  December,  Wi5^— Continued. 

PORT  OF  WILMIHGTON,  N.  C— Contioaed. 


Duta. 


18». 


30 

Deo.  1 


Kudo  of  vesul. 


Foralgu  port. 


ArtletM. 


IlerniiMln  

Vulture  

 <l"  

Bllaa  

Owl  

Bermuda  v<h 
Nassau. 

Virginia.-.  • 

vrna  rowt. 


stag 


...in  


-do 


Kngland  via 


PretM^rvod  meat . .  .ciueB. . 

Ganny  cloth  bales.. 

Iron  ties  buudlea.. 

Crockery  oases.. 

Rifles  do.... 

Carbines  do  

itlanmth  case.. 

IVtrk  barrels 

Beef   tiBrces.. 

Borsesboe  oails  pkfcs.. 

Life. boat  

Coffee  sacks.. 

Spool  cotton  case.. 

Enfield  rlflee  oasea.. 

Shoes  do.... 

Cloth  bales.. 

Khlrta  do  

Blankets  do.... 

Flannel  do  

Hosiery  do  

Meat  boxes.. 

Bacon  casks.. 

Iron  ties  bundles.. 

Bagging  bales.. 

Thrrad  cases.. 

Uticklett  cask.. 

Btiltons  caaes. . 

Lead  packages.. 

Puncheon a  

Shoes  hogshead 

Bacon  oases 


Pork  barrels.  ■  IfiJ 

Bridles  casks..  "1**^ 


Qoan 

tity. 


1,370 
10 
200 
b 
15 
15 
1 

147 
40 

30 
1 

225 
1 
23 
220 

34 
60 

lei 

21 
2 
270 
76 
600 
30 
5 
1 

g 

150 
2 
1 

117 


For  account  of— 


Commisssrr. 
Selxas. 

S.  Tnip'g  Co. 
Ordnance, 

Medical. 

Niter  and  Mining. 

Navy. 

Ordnance. 

1)0. 

Do. 

Qaartennaster. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Commtssary. 
Do. 


Ordnance. 
Do. 
Do. 

^'ilc^  and  Mining. 


1*8,  or  any  uiio 


Kiecyooti"v».B_  point  the  people  ^vo^l^^ 


i^rmuda..  che  lessoD  which  experieooe  4^ 


.  ith  you  thus  far,  I  cannot  concur  in  your  opinion 
.^rate  Government  should  assume  xx)wers  not  vested 
.itation,  on  the  allegation  that  our  safety  depends  on  the 
.  such  power.    Without  dilating  ou  this  point  it  is  enough 
^t  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  such  assumption.  Matters 
hsmort  are  always  best  settled  by  degrees,  and  it  is  enough  for  the 
.t  that  the  Confederacy  should  become  the  owner  of  as  many 
:  js  as  are  required  for  the  public  service  and  should  emancipate 
.  as  a  reward  for  good  services.    The  next  step  will  then  be  that 
jitates,  each  for  itself,  shall  act  upon  the  question  of  the  proper 
s  of  the  families  of  the  men  so  manumitted.    Cautious  legisla- 
2  providing  for  their  ultimate  emancipation  after  an  intermediate 
of  serfage  or  peonage  would  soon  find  advocates  in  different 
rtes.    We  might  then  be  able,  while  vindicating  our  faith  in  the 
jctrine  that  the  negro  is  an  inferior  race  and  unfitted  for  social  or 
_>olitical  equality  with  the  white  man,  yet  so  modify  and  ameliorate  the 
existing  condition  of  that  inferior  race  by  providing  for  it  ceitain 
rights  of  property,  a  certain  degree  of  personal  liberty,  and  legal  pi  o- 
.^tection  for  the  marital  and  parental  relations,  as  to  relieve  our  insti- 
Nations  from  much  that  is  not  only  unjust  and  impolitic  in  itself,  but 
Vculated  to  draw  down  on  us  the  odium  and  reprobation  of  civilized 
"    It  is  well  known  that  General  Lee,  who  commands  «o  largely  the 
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Cargoet  received  from  abroad,  oh  Ooremment  aceount,  from  SStk  of  October,  1864,  to 

^afe,  7th  of  December. 

PORT  OF  CHARLESTON. 


Date. 


Kune  or  vsHBal. 


Nov.  4  !  Fox. 


SB 


JuUr. 


Deatrloea. 


22  SiTraii. 


Deo.  1 
1 
1 


Lanrelfi  

I>ruid  

KftteGnsg. 


Foralgo  port. 


Nuaau 


-do. 


.do. 


-do. 


 do. 

 do. 

....  do. 


Artieleo. 


Raapa  caak. 

Horaeslioes  kegR. 

Horaeshoe  Dolls  du.. 

Suades  cusks. 

BboM  coses. 

Beef  tierces. 

Bagfing  bales. 

BlaoketB  do.. 

Cloths  do.. 

Caps  do.. 

Thread  case. 

Shoe* —  oases. 

Books  box. 

jtemples  packages 

Adhesive  plaster . . .  .case. 
Sample  papn — package. 

Beef  barrels. 

Pork  do. . . 

Steel  shot  oases. 

Iron  ties  bandies. 

Aloobol  barrels. 

Axes  casks. 

Do  cases. 

Honeahoe  nails  kegs. 

Bismuth  ease. 

Aloobnl  barrels- 
Tin  plate  boxes. 

Ada  ..carboys. 

Do  box. 

Copper  oaaka. 

Staucmery  


Beer  barrals. 

 do  do... 

Pork  do... 


•^J^'     For  acrannt  of— 


1 
35 
10 
2 
75 
100 
6 
2 
25 
11 
2 
1 
40 
1 
2 
1 
1 
71 
50 
24 
200 
5 
8 
4 
30 
1 
«7 
«0 
5 

.  1 

3 
7 


M 
130 


Niter  and  Miniii;;. 

Do. 

Do. 
Kngioeer. 
Quarto  rmnater. 
Navy. 
Selzaa. 

Q  iM  rteriuii  star. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Navy. 

John  Seixaa. 
Medical. 
Engineer. 
Do. 

Niter  anil  MiDing. 
UedlcNl. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Bnreaa  of 
scrlptlon. 


Con- 


a  Destroyed  hy  the  enemy. 


bin  ballast. 


[Decebiber  20, 18(j4. — For  proclamation  of  Governor  Vance,  callin;; 
Oil  all  the  men  of  North  Carolina  to  hasten  to  the  defense  of  Wil- 
mington, Bee  Series  I,  Vol.  XLII,  Part  III,  p.  1284.] 


State  of  North  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

Raleigh,  December  21,  1864. 

lion.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War.,  Richmond,  Fa.: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  inclosing  to  you  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Commons  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  *  request- 
ing me  to  communicate  with  the  anthoritieB  at  Richmond  with  a  view 
to  relieving  our  ttnfortunate,  maimed,  and  disabled  veterans  from  the 
cruelties  consequent  upon  rigid  enforcement  of  an  order  recently 
issued  by  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  by  which  all  wounded 
and  sick  soldiers,  who  can  without  serious  detriment  to  their  health, 
are  required  to  report  to  their  respective  commands.  In  doing  so  you 
will  permit  me  to  express  the  confident  belief  that  there  can  be  no 
hesitation  in  relieving  these  noble  veterans,  who  bear  on  their  persons 

'Inclosnre  not  found. 
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the  pemanent  marks  of  their  devotion  to  their  country,  from  those 
hardships  and  indignities  which  are  too  great  to  permit  me  to  believe 
that  they  could  liave  been  intended  by  said  order,  but  whicb  mu8t 
necessarily  follow  the  rigid  enforcement  of  all  its  provisions. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  your  favor  of  the  16th  instant,*  and  have 
read  your  views  with  the  raoi-e  interest  from  the  fact  that  for  a  year 
past  I  have  seen  that  the  period  was  fast  approaching  when  we  should 
be  compelled  to  use  every  resource  at  our  command  for  the  defense  of 
our  liberties.  Without  entering  into  any  lengthened  discussion  of 
the  considerations  which  should  guide  our  policy  on  this  point,  it 
appears  to  me  enough  to  say  that  the  negroes  will  certainly  l>e  made 
to  fight  against  us  if  not  armed  for  oxir  defense.  The  drain  of  that 
BOarce  of  our  strength  is  steady,  fatal,  and  irreversible  by  any  other 
expedient  than  that  of  arming  the  slaves  as  an  auxiliary  force.  I 
further  agree  with  you  that  if  they  are  to  ilght  for  our  freedom  they 
are  entitled  to  their  own.  Public  opinion  is  fast  ripening  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  ere  the  close  of  the  winter  the  conviction  on  thia  point  will 
become  so  widespread  that  the  Government  will  have  no  difficulty  in 
inaugurating  the  policy  foreshadowed  in  the  President's  message. 
The  effect  of  that  message,  followed  up  by  that  of  Governor  Smith, 
has  been  great,  and  if  you  could  get  your  newspapers,  or  any  one  of 
them,  to  commence  a  discussion  on  this  point  the  people  would 
rapidly  become  educated  to  the  lesson  which  experience  is  sternly 
teaching. 

While  agreeing  with  you  thus  far,  I  cannot  concur  in  your  opinion 
that  the  Confederate  Government  should  assume  po\rers  not  vested 
hy  the  Constitution,  on  the  allegation  that  our  safety  depends  on  the 
exercise  of  such  power.  Without  dilating  on  this  point  it  is  enough 
to  say  that  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  such  assumption.  Matters 
of  this  sort  are  always  best  settled  by  degrees,  and  it  is  enough  for  the 
moment  that  the  Confederacy  should  become  the  owner  of  as  many 
negroes  as  are  required  for  the  public  service  and  should  emancipate 
them  as  a  reward  for  good  services.  The  next  step  will  then  be  that 
the  States,  each  for  itself,  shall  act  upon  the  question  of  the  proper 
status  of  the  families  of  the  men  so  manumitted.  Cautious  legisla- 
tion providing  for  their  ultimate  emancipation  after  an  intermediate 
stage  of  serfage  or  peonage  would  soon  find  advocates  in  different 
States.  We  might  then  be  able,  while  vindicating  our  faith  in  the 
doctrine  that  the  negro  is  an  inferior  race  and  unfitted  for  social  or 
political  equality  with  the  white  man,  yet  so  modify  and  ameliorate  the 
existing  condition  of  that  inferior  race  by  providing  for  it  certain 
righto  of  property,  a  certain  degree  of  personal  liberty,  and  legal  pra- 
tection  for  the  marital  and  parental  relations,  as  to  relieve  our  insti- 
tutions from  much  that  is  not  only  unjust  and  impolitic  in  itself,  but 
Ni^culated  to  draw  down  on  us  the  odium  and  reprobation  of  civilized 
Ma.  It  is  well  k  nown  that  General  Lee,  who  commands  so  largely  the 


Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Department  of  State, 

Hichmondf  December  21,  IS64. 


Fred.  A.  Pobcher,  Esq., 
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confidence  of  tho  people,  is  strongly  in  favor  of  our  using  the  negroes 
for  defense,  and  emancipating  them,  if  necessary,  for  that  purpose. 
Can  you  not  yourself  write  a  series  of  articles  in  your  papers,  always  i 
nixing  this  point  as  the  true  issue,  viz,  is  it  better  for  the  n^ro  to  | 
fight  for  us  or  against  us?  The  action  of  our  people  on  this  point 
will  be  of  more  value  to  us  abroad  than  any  diplomacy  or  treaty 
making,  even  if  we  had  the  power  to  treat  upon  this  point-.  In  the 
absence  of  the  power  the  President  would  never  consent  to  open  this 
subject,  nor  would  I  consent  to  be  his  agent  for  such  a  purpose  under 
any  circumstances.  If  the  Constitution  is  not  to  be  our  guide  I  would 
prefer  to  see  it  suppressed  by  a  revolution  which  should  declare  a 
dictatorship  during  the  war,  after  the  manner  of  ancient  Rome,  leav- 
ing to  the  future  the  care  of  re-establishing  formal  and  regular  Gov- 
ernment. 

I  am,  with  great  regard,  your  old  friend  and  classmate. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  information  the  following 
statement: 

In  the  present  emergency,  when  the  resources  of  the  country  are  so 
far  exhausted,  it  becomes  a  question  of  paramount  importance  as  t^) 
where  recruits  can  be  had  for  our  armies,  and  every  effort  should  be 
made  to  fill  up  our  decimated  ranks.  With  this  view  I  would  suggest  the 
following  plan  as  affording  one  field  of  recruiting  not  yet  resorted  ta 
The  only  section  where  men  of  Southern  birth  can  be  raised  in  large 
numbers,  who  sympathize  with  us  and  who  would  join  us  in  this  strug- 
gle, is  Southern  California  and  New  Mexico.  A  considerable  number 
might  be  raised  on  the  Rio  Grande.  The  only  plan  for  getting  those 
men  from  Southern  California  is  to  send  an  expedition  for  the  recap- 
ture of  Arizona.  This  would  open  the  route  into  Southern  California 
and  enable  those  who  are  disposed  tc  join  us  to  do  so,  and  I  am  confi- 
dent that  one  or  two  brigades  of  New  Mexicans  could  be  raised.  As 
to  the  number  of  men  that  could  probably  be  raised  in  Southern  Cali- 
fornia (including  the  mines),  I  am  governed  by^the  opinion  of  promi- 
nent men  from  that  country,  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
sentiment  of  the  people,  such  as  Judge  Terry,  Colonel  Showalter,  and 
many  others,  who  assert  that  from  15,000  to  20,000  men  could  be 
raised.  But  I  would  not  put  the  numbers  at  more  than  10,000  nor  1^ 
than  6,000,  but,  including  the  New  Mexican  population,  I  would  not 
think  there  would  be  any  doubt  about  raising  with  certainty  10,000or 
15,000  men.  In  order  to  accomplish  this  it  would  be  necessary  to  senit 
an  expedition  of  2,500  men  and  retake  Arizona  and,  if  possible,  Ne« 
Mexico.  The  ti*oop8  used  for  this  purpose  could  be  returned  to  Texas 
so  soon  as  the  forces  raised  could  be  organized  for  holding  the  Terri- 
tories. This  plan  for  recruiting  when  I  was  in  command  of  Arizona 
was  perfectly  feasible,  and  1  know  of  no  I'eason  why  it  might  not  be 
accomplished  now. 

Another  field  for  recruiting  would  be  Mexico.  I  know  of  many 
Californians,  New  Mexicans,  and  Arizonians  who  would  not  hesitate 
to  join  a  force  to  recapture  those  Territories  who  would  not  join  the 
Confederate  Army  for  the  war  to  serve  in  Louisiana  or  Arkai^as, 
but  who  would  join  for  this  particular  service. 


J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Richmond,  December  21^  I864. 


Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon, 


Secretary  of  War: 
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Should  the  Goyemment  conclude  to  make  the  effort  for  the  double 
purpose  of  retaking  the  Territories  and  raising  a  force,  the  present 
seems  a  favorable  time  for  such  a  move.  The  Trans-Mississippi 
I>epartment  is  comparatively  free  from  the  enemy  at  the  present,  and 
the  large  proportion  of  cavalry  in  that  department — the  number  being 
greatly  augmented  by  the  forces  brought  out  of  Missouri  by  General 
Price — would  indicate  that  the  troops  could  be  spared  without  incon- 
venience. Should  the  Government  conclude  to  make  such  a  move  as 
I  have  indicated,  I  would  suggest  that  a  formidable  alliance  might  be 
made  with  the  numerous  Indian  tribes  on  the  route  between  Missouri 
and  New  Mexico.*  Those  Indians  now  hostile  to  Texas  and  continually 
committing  depredations  upon  the  citizens  might,  in  my  opinion,  be 
induced  to  join  us  in  breaking  up  the  overland  travel  in  that  route, 
thus  giving  us  strong  assistance  and  forcing  the  enemy  to  use  a  latge 
force  in  keeping  open  this  route  by  which  .to  supply  the  Territories, 
and  at  the  same  time  relipve  the  frontier  of  Texas  from  the  desolating 
war  now  waged  upon  them  by  these  hostile  tribes,  who  are  incited  and 
armed  by  the  enemy  to  rob  and  murder  our  citizens. 

As  to  the  resources  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  and  their  ability 
to  sustain  the  forces  sent  or  raised  there  I  have  no  question.  An 
abundance  of  wheat,  com,  and  stock  is  raised  in  the  country  to  sub- 
sist any  force  the  Government  would  send  there,  except,  perhaps,  the 
beef,  which  can  be  driven  from  Texas  with  great  ease. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  superiority  of  the  grass  in  that  country 
does  away  with  the  necessity  for  the  amount  of  com  that  would  be 
required  for  the  same  force  anywhere  else. 

The  plan  I  have  submitted  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  surest  means  of 
otttaining  any  considerable  force  and  one  that  would  increase  our 
army  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  and  enable  us  to  assume  the 
offensive  instead  of  the  defensive.  I  cannot  do  more,  in  the  brief 
space  of  a  letter,  than  call  your  attention  to  this  important  matter 
and  leave  for  the  Government  to  take  such  action  as  it  deems  best. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

JNO.  E.  BAYLOR. 

,  [Tint  indonoinent.] 

December  30,  1864. 
Respectfully  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  President.  This 
matter  was  earnestly  commended  and  pressed  on  my  attention  by 
Colonel  Harrison  during  his  recent  visit  to  this  city,  and,  through  def- 
erence to  a  request  from  him  as  well  as  due  respect  to  the  writer,  la 
submitted  to  you.  I  fear  no  resources  for  such  an  enterprise  can  be 
now  spared  and  that  existing  exigencies  demand  that,  if  practicable, 
instead  of  sending' off  any  forces  on  a  distant  expedition  on  the  mere 
contingency  of  obtaining  recruits,  all  the  trans-Mississippi  forces  at 
command  should  be  either  brought  over  to  this  side  or  used  to  create 
diversion  in  our  favor. 

J.  A.  SEDPON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

ISeoond  iDdonemait.] 

January  5,  1865. 

Secretary  of  War: 

It  is  certainly  desirable  to  secure  friendly  relations  with  all  the 
tribes  on  the  borders  of  the  Texas,  and  to  make  them  auxiliary  to  oper- 
ations against  the  enemy  on  the  plains  might  best  relieve  the  people 
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of  Texas  from  their  depredations.  The  treaties  made  with  many  of 
the  prairie  tribes,  if  futhfnlly  observed,  would  in  part  secure  the 
object  suggested  within  and  would  fticilitate  farther  arrangements. 
The  best  means  would  probably  be  the  employment  of  a  battalion  of 

the  Creeks  or  the  Cherokees,  accompanied  by  a  competeDt  agent  to 
secure  co-operation  of  the  nomadic  tribes.  The  commanding  general 
of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  could  beet  judge  of  the  propriety 
of  detaching  any  portion  of  his  command  for  the  proposed  expedition 
into  New  Mexico  and  Arizona.  We  can  here  decide  that  if  a  large 
force  would  be  requisite  that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  spare  it. 
If  it  be  possible  to  raise  in  Mexico  and  in  New  Mexfco  and  Arizona  a 
number  of  Southern  refugees  from  California  and  elsewhere  equal  to 
the  smallest  number  named,  and  who  would  organize  themselves  for 
service  with  our  armies  in  the  field,  it  would  certainly  invoke  every 
feasible  effort  to  accomplish  such  an  end.  Colonel  Harrison  thought 
that  could  be  done  and  sug^sted  the  peculiar  capacity  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Baylor  for  the  service  indicated — ^that  of  raising  the  force  and 
putting  it  in  service. 

JEFF*N  DAVIS. 

(Thbd  IndorMtDMit.) 

January  6,  1865. 
Noted.    For  inquiry  and  conference  with  the  honorable  Mr.  Baylor. 

J.  A.  S. 


Treasury  Department, 
Richmond,  Va.,  December  22,  I864. 

Hon.  S.  A.  Miller, 

Chairman,  d:c.: 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  which  you  have  called  my  atten- 
tion directs  that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  instructed  to 
inquire  and  report  what  additional  legislation  (if  any)  is  needed  to 
secure  prompt  payment  of  dues  to  the  Army. 

The  reply  of  the  Quartermaster-General  to  this  resolution  correctly 
refers  the  retardation  of  the  pay  of  the  Army,  in  a  great  degree,  to 
the  delay  of  this  Department  in  satisfying  his  requisitions.  The 
causes  of  this  delay  are  also  explained  by  him,  but  may  be  made  more 
clear  and  intelligible  by  the  following  statement: 

It  will  be  remembered  that  as  a  necessary  consequence  of  tlie 
change  made  in  the  currency  the  Treasury  was  left  without  ready 
money  on  the  1st  of  April  last.  A  new  beginning  had  to  be 
made  on  that  day,  and  the  resources  relied  upon  to  meet  future 
demands  jconsisted  of  so  much  of  the  new  issues  of  the  Treasury 
notes  as  would  remain  after  the  exchange  of  the  old,  and  of  the 
money  to  arise  from  the  sale  of  non-taxable  bonds.  Very  little  was 
expected  from  taxation,  as  the  4  per  cent,  bonds  and  certificates  were 
made  receivable  in  payment  of  taxes.  Nine  months  have  elapsed 
since  the  1st  of  April,  and  the  current  expenditures  for  that  period 
are  moderately  stated  at  $486,000,000.  In  addition  it  was  estimated 
by  the  late  Secretary  (report  of  May  2,  1864,  p.  4)  that  the  arrear  of 
debt  at  that  date  was  $75,000,000,  making  a  total  of  $561,000,000. 

The  proposition  of  new  issue  applicable  to  the  payment  of  these  de- 
mands upon  the  principle  stated  could  not  be  estimated  at  more  than 
$200,000,000.   From  taxation  a  further  sum  was  expected  of  about 


Digitized  by 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES. 


963 


$60,000,000,  leaving  a  very  large  amount— viz,  about  $311,000,000— to 
be  raised  from  the  sale  of  bon&  and  from  call  loans  and  payments  in 
oertificates  of  indebtedness. 

The  arrear  of  indebtedness  existing  on  the  1st  of  April  was 
TLudoabtedly  caused  in  a  very  great  degree  by  the  refusal  of  the  Army  ' 
and  creditors  generally,  during  February  and  March,  to  receive  pay- 
ment in  the  old  issue.  After  we  Ist  of  April  the  evil  was  aggravated 
by  the  unavoidable  delay  incident  to  the  preparation  of  the  new 
issues;  and  on  the  1st  of  July  the  arrear  of  debt  was  at  least 
$114,000,000,  as  stated  in  my  report  of  November  7  (p.  4). 

The  difficulty  of  meeting  the  current  expenditures  and  extinguish- 
ing at  the  same  time  the  pre-existing  debt  resulted  from  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  means  immediately  available,  and  the  payment  of  the 
troops  insensibly  participated  in  the  consequences  of  the  general 
deficiency.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  funds  furnished  in  March 
for  the  pay  of  the  Army,  beii^  refused  by  the  troops,  was  returned 
into  the  Treasury  in  April. 

This  at  once  established  an  arrear  of  pay  for  a  very  large  snm. 
During  Uie  two  suomeding  quarters,  for  the  reasons  already  stated, 
the  amount  furnished  was         inadequate;  and  though  the  amount  ^ 
paid  during  the  present  quarter — ^viz,  $35,000,000 — has  been  sufficient 
for  the  quarte_r's  pay,  the  pre-existing  arrearages  remain  undiminished. 

The  income  tax  and  the  tax  on  sales  for  the  last  quarter  of  1864 
are  relied  on  to  some  extent  to  meet  the  payments  to  the  Army. 
Being  payable  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1865,  they  are  not  supposed 
to  be  receivable  in  4  per  cent,  bonds,  this  medium  of  payment  being 
limited  to  "taxes  payable  in  the  year  1864."  Should  no  change  be 
made  in  the  law,  the  revenue  from  this  source  will  amount  to 
$44,000,000,  according  to  the  best  estimates  to  be  made,  and  contrib- 
ute materially  to  the  reductioh  of  the  arrear  of  indebtedness. 

Should  this  amount  be  collected  as  proposed,  in  Treasuiy  notes, 
and  the  measures  I  have  had  the  honor  of  recommending  to  Congress 
be  adopted,  I  induj^^e  in  the  confident  belief  that  the  pay  of  the  Army 
will  be  made  hereafter  with  more  punctuality  and  in  a  better  medium. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  TRENHOLM, 

Secretaary  of  the  Trea^wry. 


AN  ACT  to  repeal  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  heretofore  passed  by  the  L^islatare 
of  tfais  State  on  the  subject  or  famishing  slave  labor  on  the  coast  and  fortifica- 
tions within  this  State,  and  otherwise  to  provide  for  fnmishing  snch  labor. 

I.  Be  U  enacted  by  the  SencHe  and  Hoixse  of  Representatives  now 
met  and  sitting  in  Oeneral  AssemUy  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
That  in  order  to  furnish  the  necessary  slave  labor  to  work  on  the  coast 
of  this  State  and  the  fortifications  within  the  limits  of  the  same  there 
shall  be  organized  a  force  consisting  of  male  slaves  between  the  age^ 
of  e^;hteen  and  fifty  years,  liable,  under  existing  laws,  to  road  duty, 
not  exceeding  in  number  at  any  one  time  of  one-tenth  part  of  said 
slaves,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  twelve  months  fi-om  the  date  of  their 
impressment ;  subject,  however,  to  the  right  of  their  respective  owners, 
at  the  expiration  of  every  three  months  of  said  term  of  service,  to  sub- 
stitnte  other  slaves  so  liable  to  road  duty  in  their  place,  and  who,  by 
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such  sabstitution,  shall  eonstitute  a  portion  of  the  whole  of  said  foree, 
as  the  case  may  be,  from  the  resx>ectiTe  dates  of  such  substitntioit 
This  force  shall  be  raised  by  a  general  impressment  throughoat  the 
whole  State  whenever  His  Excellency  the  Governor  may  order  or  direct 
such  agent  of  the  State  as  he  may  appoint  to  make  such  impressment 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act.  But  if  the  impressment  of  a  less 
number  than  one-tenth  would  produce  should  be  found  to  be  suffi- 
cient, then  the  impressment  shall  be  made  on  the  State  at  lai^ 
according  to  one  uniform  rule  of  equality,  to  be  prescribed  in  the 
order  of  the  Governor  directing  such  impressment  to  be  made  by  the 
State  agent;  and  whatever  number  greater  than  ten  shall  be  so  pre- 
scribed as  a  divisor  to  make  the  apportionment  by,  no  fraction  of  slaves, 
either  below  or  above  such  number  selected  as  a  divisor,  shall  be  con- 
sidered or  taken  into  the  apportionment  nnless  it  is  at  least  one-fifth 
or  more  of  such  divisor;  and  in  such  cases  the  fraction  of  one-fifth 
shall  be  taken  by  requiring  the  party  owning  it  to  furnish  one  hand 
for  two  months,  with  the  same  right  of  substitution  as  in  case  of 
whole  numbers,  and  the  same  rule  as  to  fractions  shall  be  observed 
where  the  number  ten  Is  used  as  the  divisor  in  making  the  apportion- 
ment. 

*••*•«  * 

XI.  If  the  Confederate  Government  should  make  any  impressment 
of  slave  labor  over  and  above  what  is  to  be  famished  by  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act  in  view  of  greater  emei^encies  than  are  contemplated 
in  this  act,  then  and  in  that  event  the  owners  of  such  slaves  shall 
have  credit  as  for  so  much  labor  furnished  for  coast  duty. 

XII.  That  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  heretofore  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  State  on  the  subjec£  of  furnishing  labor  on  the  coast  or 
fortifications  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  December  23,  1864. 


Headquabtbrs  Gborgia  Resbrtes  AN1> 

MnjTART  District  of  Georgia, 

Macoriy  Go.,  December  26, 1864, 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond^  Fa.; 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me  for  repeating  at  this 
time  the  suggestion  I  have  heretofore  made  of  resorting  to  the  volun- 
teer principle  to  recruit  and  increase  our  Army.  What  I  see  and 
realize  around  me  so  strongly  illustrates  the  correctness  of  the  views 
I  have  so  often  and  urgently  pressed  upon  the  Government  upon  this 
subject,  that  I  am  constrained  again  to  urge  them  even  upon  unwill- 
ing ears.  At  the  hazard  of  incurring  the  criticism  that  I  have  not 
been  equal  to  the  duty  of  enforcing  the  conscript  law  in  Georgia,  I 
say  to  you  that  you  will  never  get  the  men  into  the  service  who  ought 
to  be  there  through  the  conscript  camp.  It  would  require  the  whole 
Army  to  enforce  the  conscript  law  if  the  same  state  of  things  exists 
throughout  the  Ck>nfederacy  as  I  know  is  the  case  in  Grcorgia  and 
Alabama,  and  I  may  add  Tennessee.  As  much  as  I  regret  that  soeh 
are  the  fa«ts,  I  state  them  frankly  to  you  that  you  may  adopt  the  only 
policy  of  meeting  them.  The  old  organizations  can  never  be  filled 
up.  Two  years  of  earnest  effort  have  demonstrated  the  utter  imprac- 
ticability of  doing  it.  It  is  time  to  give  it  up,  and  let  the  old 
organizations  be  consolidated.  The  country  cannot  afford  to  oonsider 
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the  question  of  injustice  to  meritorious  officers  who  are  left  without 
commands.  They  must  try  to  get  new  ones.  If  you  wfuit  to  fill  up 
yoHT  Army  you.  must  accept  new  oi^anlzations.  If  the  authority 
does  not  exist,  get  Congress  to  give  it.  T  honestly  believe  that  I 
could  raise  between  5,000  and  10,000  men  in  Georgia  in  a  very  short 
time  if  I  could  announce  that  the  Government  would  receive  compa- 
nies, battalions,  or  regiments,  and  that  all  men  liable  to  conscription 
were  permitted  to  join  them,  and  those  who  did  not  join  would  still 
be  conscribed.  The  eliort  to  eonscribe  and  send  men  to  old  organi- 
zations is  a  failure,  and  if  persisted  in  will  end  in  a  continually 
reducing  Army.  Of  this  you  may  rest  assured  there  does  not  remain 
a  reasonable  doubt. 

With  sincere  esteem,  yours,  truly, 

HOWELL  COBB. 

[First  Indoneuent.] 

December  31,  X864. 
Respectfully  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  President. 

J.  A.  SEDl>ON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[  Second  IndorHBMnt,] 

Presented  to  the  President  in  person.  He  does  not  coincide  with 
Genenibl  Cobb.    For  answer.  Return. 

J.  A.  S., 

SecreUMy. 


COMFBDIOLATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  WaR  DEPARTMENT, 

Bichmond,  Fo.,  December  186^ 

Brigadier-General  BRAin>ON, 

Commanding  Reserves,  Enterprise,  Miss.  : 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  has  been  received.  The 
Department  can  oppose  no  objection  to  the  interposition  of  the  courts 
in  the  determination  of  questions  which  properly  arise  in  cases  that 
may  regularly  come  before  them  for  adjudication. 

Unfortunately  the  Confederate  States  have  not  organized  their 
judiciary  so  as  that  questions  arising  under  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  Confederacy  shall  be  finally  settled  by  their  own  tribunals, 
nor  have  they  provided  that  they  shall  be  brought  to  adjudication, 
exclusive^,  by  their  own  courts. 

This  has  compelled  the  Department  to  submit  to  decisions  courts 
that  are  not  under  the  Constitution  the  ultimate  arbiters  of  such 
questions.  But  the  Department  has  not  usually  regarded  the  decis- 
ions as  authoritative  over  the  question  decided,  but  only  in  the  par- 
ticular cases.  It  has  yielded  to  the  judgment  of  the  court,  but  not  to 
the  opinion  that  might  be  pronounced  as  settling  all  similar  cases. 

If  the  Department  had  adopted  any  other  rule  it  would  have 
found  itself  compelled  to  administer  the  same  law  differently  in  the 
different  States;  for  in  different  States  diverse  opinions  upon  the 
same  questions  have  been  more  than  once  expressed  by  their  highest 
ooorts. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  Felmiai^  last  placedJn  the  service  all  per- 
sons between  seventeen  and  fifty  yea^  of  age  for  military  service 
under  different  oiroumstanoes.   The  resented  classes  were  designed 
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for  the  defense  of  the  States  in  which  they  were  to  be  organized. 
These  men  were  withdrawn  from  their  militia  o^anizations  and 
placed  under  Confederate  control.  The  act  of  Congress  is  constitu- 
tional and  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 

The  Department  has  no  power  to  dispense  with  the  execation  of 
this  law,  or  to  submit  its  action  under  it  to  the  final  decision  of  any 
State  tribunal. 

The  decision  of  the  State  courts  of  Mississippi  will  be  respected  in 
any  case  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  and  the  opinion  of  the 
judge  will  J)p  considerately  examined  in  respect  to  the  cases  that  are 
likely  to  arise,  but  the  Department  cannot  pledge  itself  to  adopt  it  as 
the  basis  of  its  action.  Please  send  the  opinion  of  the  court  in  the 
case  to  be  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Orders,  )         Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Offick, 

No.  306.        J  Richmond,  December  1S64. 

«*«***  « 

X.  The  following-named  persons  (disinterested  slave-holders)  are 
hereby  appointed,  under  paragraph  VIIl,  General  Orders,  No.  86, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  current  series,  a  board  for 
the  appraisement  and  ascertainment  of  hire  of  slaves  already  im- 
pressed under  act  of  February  17,  1864,  and  now  in  service  with  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia  without  previous  appraisement  or  ascer- 
tainment of  hire,  or  who  may  hereafter  be  impressed  or  received  with- 
out appraisement  or  special  contract:  Mr.  Tnrnbull,  presiding  justice 
of  Dinwiddle  County,  Va.;  Maj.E.B.  Branchy  quartermaster;  Capt.A 
W.  Dunn,  assistant  quartermaster.  Sni^.  O.  A.  Crenshaw,  Provis- 
ional Army,  C.  S.,  will  act  with  the  board  and  make  a  careful  medical 
examination  of  each  negro  before  appraisement.  The  members  of  the 
Board  and  Surgeon  Crenshaw  will  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  Stevens, 
chief  engineer  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  who  will  designate  the 
time  and  place  of  the  assembling  of  the  Board. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS. 
Assistant  Acf^utant-Oenerod. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Dbfabthent, 

Bickmona,  Va.,  Dec&mher  j87,  I864. 

Hon.  W.  T.  DoRTCH, 

C.  S.  Senate: 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant  presenting  the 

following  inquiry : 

Is  bonded  farmer  tar  one  farm  required  to  sell  the  sarplas  of  other  fftrms  he 
may  own  at  schedule  prices,  besides  the  one  designated  in  the  Ixnid  ? 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  in  reply  that  no  qaestion  has  been  pre- 
sented for  decision  in  this  Department  on  this  point.  The  third  oini- 
dition  of  the  exemption  to  agriculturists  is: 

Sncfa  person  shall  fortker  bind  himself  to  sell  the  marketable  snrplna  of  pro- 
visions and  grain  in  hand,  and  which  he  may  raise  from  year  to  year  while  kia 
exemption  cootinnes,  to  the  Gtovemment  or  the  families  of  soldiers  at  ^ioes  fixed 
by  the  commissioners  of  the  State  under  the  impressment  act. 
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There  is  no  limit  in  this  obligation  to  tlie  surplus  or  to  products  of 
any  plantation,  but  seems  to  refer  to  the  entire  property  of  the  kind 
described  that  is  possessed  or  may  be  raised  by  the  party  exempted. 

The  clause  in  reference  to  exemptions  or  details  that  may  be  made  *^ 
by  the  Department  is  more  explicit.  The  exempt  or  detailed  is 
reqaired  to  employ  in  good  faith  his  own  skill,  capital,  and  labor 
exclusively  in  the  production  of  grain  and  provisions  to  be  sold  at  the 
ascertained  prices.  No  reason  occurs  to  the  Department  for  making 
any  distinction  in  the  obligations  of  the  two  classes  in  this  particul^u*, 
and  it  is  probable  that  Congress  designed  that  they  should  be  the 
same. 

The  language  of  the  article  above  quoted  as  to  the  owners  of  plan- 
tations of  a  specifio  description  bears  this  interpretation,  and  the 
Department  inclines  to  the  opinion  that  this  is  the  proper  construc- 
tion of  the  act  of  Congress. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


GBlFiriN,  Ga.,  December  £7,  1864. 

Hon.  JEFirBBSON  Davib, 

President  ConfeoBrate  Staies  of  America,  Richnnofidt  Va.: 
Dear  Sir:  From  a  sentiment  contained  in  your  speech  at  Macon, 
in  this  State,  viz,  that  you  read  all  letters  written  to  you,  I  am 
emboldened  to  address  this  note  to  you.  Unless  something  is  done, 
and  that  speedily,  too,  there  will  be  thousands  of  the  best  citizens  of 
this  State,  and  heretofore  as  loyal  as  any  men  in  the  Confederacy, 
that  will  not  care  one  cent  which  army  is'victorious  in  Geoi^a.  I 
say  this  with  heartfelt  sorrowand  deep  regret.  I  cannot  believe  that 
yon  are  fully  aware  of  the  true  state  of  things  in  Middle  Georgia. 
Let  me  enumerate  some  facts  which  have  been  and  are  yet  being 
enacted  in  the  section  where  I  live. 

Since  August  last  there  have  been  thousands  of  cavalry  and  wagon 
trains  feeding  upon  our  corn-fields,  and  for  which  quartermasters  and 
officers  in  command  of  trains,  regiments,  battalions,  companies,  and 
squads  have  been  giving  the  farmers  their  receipts,  and  we  were  all 
told  that  those  receipts  would  pay  our  Government  taxes  and  tithing; 
and  though  many  of  those  receipts  were  signed  by  bonded  quarter- 
masters, yet  not  one  of  them  will  be  taken  by  our  collector.  But 
again:  When  Greneral  Sherman  left  Atlanta  Wheeler's  cavalry  com- 
menced their  retreat  before  him,  and  but  a  handful  of  Sherman's 
men  ran  W[heeler*8]  whole  command  down  to  Griffin,  and  while 
S[herman's]  army  was  marching  through  Fayette,  Clayton,  Henry, 
and  Butts,  Wheeler's  cavalry  was  burning  up  all  the  corn  and  fodder, 
drivii^  off  all  the  stock  of  the  farmers  for  ten  miles  on  each  side  of 
the  railKSid,  all  of  from  ten  to  twenty-five  miles  to  the  right  and  rear 
of  Sherman's  forces.  Worse  than  all,  the  stock  of  mules  and  horses 
which  General  Wheeler's  forces  carried  off,  nine  out  of  ten  they  have 
appropriated  to  their  own  use.  In  consequence  of  which  there  will 
be  thousands  upon  thousands  of  acres  of  lands  uncultivated  the  next 
year  for  the  want  of  plow  stock,  which  has  been  stolen  from  them  by 
men  claiming  to  act  under  orders  from  those  high  in  authority. 
There  are  hundreds  of  families  that  have  not  one  ear  of  com  left, 
whose  husbands  are  now  in  the  Army,  and  have  been  for  the  last 
three  years,  and  now  we  are  notified  that  our  tithing  must  be  paid. 


Digitized  by 


968 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


Our  corn  eaten  up,  or  rather  wasted  or  burnt,  our  fatting  hogs  shot 
down  because  too  fat  to  drive,  I  ask,  how  cau  we  pay  our  tithing? 
And  yet  we  are  threatened  with  having  our  lands  sold  for  taxes. 
Our  scrip  for  com,  used  by  the  orders  of  our  generals,  will  not  be 
taken. 

Again,  there  is  another  thing  giving  great  offense.  Two  days  since 
a  soldier's  wife  wanted  to  pay  her  tax,  which  was  $87.  She  had  a  cer- 
tificate for  $100  for  that  amount  of  the  old  issue  which  had 
deposited.  The  collector  refused  to  give  her  the  change,  even  in  the 
old  issue.  She  then  offered  the  collector  the  certificate  of  (100  for 
her  tax,  which  was  only  187,  and  he  would  not  do  that.  The  wife  of 
the  poor  soldier  had  to  submit  to  a  shave  by  one  then  present  of  50 
cents  on  the  dollar  npon  her  certificate  and  then  borrow  $37  to  pay 
her  taxes,  paying  $137  for  her  tax  of  $87  only.  Is  this  law?  Can  it 
be  60  ?  I  then  protested  against  it,  and  I  still  do.  If  that  is  the  law 
of  the  Confederacy  I  do  not  wonder  that  there  are  so  many  men 
absent  from  the  Army.  Once  more.  How  is  it  that  we  have  certified 
claims  upon  our  Government,  past  due  ten  months,  and  when  we 
enter  the  quartermaster's  office  we  see  placed  up  conspicuously  in 
large  letters,  "  No  funds"?  Some  of  these  said  quartermasters  [who] 
four  years  ago  were  not  worth  the  clothes  upon  their  backs  are  now 
large  dealers  in  lands,  negroes,  and  real  estate.  I  speak  of  facts. 
Again.  How  is  it,  sir,  that  many  of  our  brave  men  who  fought  with 
the  immortal  Taylor  at  Buena  Vista  have  been  sacrified  by  drunken 
officers  high  in  command  now  in  Geoigia?  This  I  assert  is  true. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  ask  you  what  is  to  become  of  the  families  of 
our  soldiers  whose  com  has  been  destroyed?  I  know  of  one  man, 
though  he  has  suffered  seriously  by  Wheeler's  robbers,  he  is  now,  as 
he  has  been  for  three  years,  selling  corn  to  soldiers'  families  for  $1.50 
per  bushel  in  the  old  currency;  and  I  do  hope  and  pray  that  Clongress 
will  pass  a  law  that  any  man  or  woman  who  sells  com  for  more  than 
$2  per  bushel  and  wheat  over  $3,  pork  over  20  cents,  oats  $2,  fodder 
$1.50  per  hundred  pounds — if  a  man,  he  shall  be  sent  to  the  front, 
and  if  a  woman  she  shall  forfeit  $100  for  every  bushel  sold  above  $2, 
and  any.  merchant  or  trader  that  shall  sell  any  article  above  400  per 
cent,  what  that  article  was  worth  before  the  war  shall  either  be  sent 
to  the  front  or  pay  a  fine  of  ten  times  its  value.  Such  a  law  would 
send  thousands  of  absent  solders  back  to  their  commands.  I  have 
not  pot  down  aught  in  malice.  That  you  may  know  who  I  am  Hjid 
my  standing,  I  refer  you  to  the  names  found  below. 

With  a  sincere  desire  and  prayer  to  God  that  your  life  may  be 
spared  for  many  years, 

I  am,  very  tmly,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  A.  LAWSON. 

References:  His  Excellency  J.  E.  Brown,  Milledgeville,  Ga. ;  Hon. 
E.  A.  Nisbet,  LL.  D.,  Macon,  Ga. ;  Hon.  R.  P.  Trippe,  Forsythe,  Ga. ; 
editors  Intelligencer,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


President's  Office, 
Charlotte  and  South  Carolina  Railroad, 

Charlotte,  N.  C,  December  I864. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretairy  of  War: 
Dbar  Sir:  The  occupation  of  Savannah  by  the  Federals  as  well 
as  Port  Royal,  with  a  portion  of  the  Savannah  River,  place  the 
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Charleston  and  Savannah  as  well  as  the  South  Carolina  Railroads  in 

their  reach.  The  former  is  occupied  and  the  latter  imminently  threat- 
ened. The  urgent  necessity  of  a  more  interior  line  has  doubtless  pre- 
sented itself  to  yonr  mind.  The  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  appears 
deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  such  a  step.  I  presume  that 
the  resolutions  on  this  subject,  unanimously  passed  a  few  days  since 
by  it,  have  been  forwarded  to  you  by  Governor  Magrath.  These  res- 
olutions invite  your  co-operation  in  the  speedy  construction  of  the 
direct  road  now  under  way  from  Columbia  to  Augusta.  You  will 
doubtless  recollect  that  I,  as  president  of  the  Columbia  and  Augusta 
Railroad  Company,  have  invited  your  attention  to  the  subject  on  for- 
mer occasions.  In  my  last  you  gave  the  authority  to  detail  not  exceed* 
ing  forty  contractors,  upon  certain  conditions.  In  July  and  Angust  I 
made  afair  beginning,  and  by  October  we  had  about  600  hands.  Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  77,  took  off  many  of  our  contractors  and  bands.  We 
still  had  increased  the  number  of  hands  to  about  400  when  Sherman 
started  from  Atlanta.  The  military  authorities  at  Augusta  took  about 
300 of  them  to  fortify  that  city.  These  contractors,  being  from  (Seorgia, 
returned  with  their  slaves  to  their  homes  after  being  discharged  at 
Augusta.  We  still  have  between  600  and  600  hands  at  work,  and  are 
adding  to  the  force  every  week. 

The  great  difficulty  has  been  in  getting  contractors  exempt  or  defi- 
nitely detailed  since  Order  No.  77.  I  have  not  exceeding  eight  or 
nine  contractors  now  detailed.  The  others  are  exempt  from  other 
causes  or  over  age.  If  the  Department  can  definitely  and  absolutely 
detail  or  exempt  not  exceeding  sixty  contractors,  I  think  I  can  get 
from  1,500  to  2,000  slaves  on  the  work,  and  have  a  portion  of  both 
ends  of  the  line  ready  for  the  rails  by  April,  and  grade  the  remainder 
as  fast  as  the  track  could  be  laid.  Some  of  the  iron  would  be  to  haul 
one  mile  and  a  half  at  this  terminus  until  the  bridge  across  the  Con- 
garee  near  Columbia  could  be  finished.  The  distance  from  Columbia 
to  Augusta  by  the  line  adopted  is  seventy-nine  miles,  but  we  propose 
to  connect  with  the  South  Carolina  Railroad  at  Graniteville,  ten  miles 
this  side  of  Augusta,  and  cross  the  Savannah  at  Augusta  on  the 
bridge  of  that  road.  This  would  leave  only  sixty-nine  milra  of  road 
to  construct  for  Government  purposes.  The  great  desire  of  this  com- 
pany now  is  to  subserve  the  military  pni^ioses  of  the  Grovemment,  and 
with  a  view  of  pressing  the  work  vigorously  it  would  respectfully 
request  that  the  War  Department  would  authorize  the  detail  or  exemp- 
tion while  at  work  of  not  exceeding  sixty  contractors  and  laborere. 
I  believe  a  lesser  number  will  answer,  as  I  require  every  grading  con- 
tractor to  bring  not  less  than  twenty-five  hands.  Give  the  company 
the  right  to  subsistence  and  clothing  for  hands  at  Government  prices, 
with  the  privilege  of  transportation  of  all  supplies  on  the  railroads 
second  only  to  military  transportation.  With  these  privileges  granted 
the  Government  will  bring  a  large  amount  of  private  capital  to  the 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  work.  But  contractors  must  be  exempt 
from  being  impressed  into  the  Army  and  their  slaves  from  coast  de- 
fenses, when  practicable.  The  hands  can  be  had  now  if  the  authority 
wit^  the  privilege  of  providing  for  them  is  granted.  The  Government 
will  have  to  provide  the  iron,  chairs, "and  spikes,  and  can  lay  it  down 
on  the  track  should  you  deem  it  best.  If  in  our  disasters  we  should 
be  unable  to  save  the  iron  of  the  Charleston  and  Savannah,  or  that 
portion  of  the  South  Carolina  Railroad  iron  below  or  south  of  Branch- 
ville,  the  rails  of  the  Union  and  Spartanburg  Railroad,  seventy-five 
miles  long,  would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  lay  the  entire  track  of 
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the  Columbia  and  Augusta  Railroad.  I  have  been  pleased  to  hur- 
riedly submit  these  views  as  information  to  you  in  connection  with 
the  resolutions  which  I  presume  the  Governor  has  forwarded  to  you, 
and  to  offer  the  ready  oo-operatiou  of  the  company  to  the  policy  of 
the  Govemm«nt,  while 

I  am,  yexy  truly,  Ao., 

WM.  JOHNSTON, 

-  J^esident. 

P.  S. — \a  the  absence  of  my  clerk  you  will  excuse  the  manner  of 
this. 

W.  J. 

[Flnt  indoraemeni.] 

Januaby  1, 1865. 

Engineer  Bureau  for  consideration  and  report. 

J.  A.  SKDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Seeond  IndorMBMnt.] 

Engznxeb  Bureau, 

Jamiary  1866. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
In  consideration  of  the  great  exposure  of  the  railroads  passing 
through  Branchville,  S.  C,  I  think  every  assistance  consistent  with 
other  interests  should  be  given  by  the  Government  in  aid  of  the  direct 
line  of  road  between  Columbia  and  Hamburg.  The  details  (sixty 
men)  asked  for  by  President  Johnston  should,  in  my  opinion,  be 
granted  at  once.  Facilities  for  transx>orting  materials  over  adjacent 
railroads  should  also  be  extended  to  the  company,  and  this  can  best 
be  d<uie  by  putting  them  on  the  same  footing  as  Government  freights. 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
MoQor-Oeneral  and  Chief  Engineer  Bureau. 


[Dbceubbr  28,  1864. — For  Mallory  to  Vance  and  resulting  corre- 
spondence, in  relation  to  "coals  of  the  steamer  Advanoe,"  see  message 
of  the  President,  Februaiy  3,  1865,  p.  1065,  post.'\ 


Richmond,  Ya.,  December  I864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

AdjiUant  and  Inspector  General: 
General:  Please  have  inquiry  made  so  as  to  ascertain  the  number 
of  men  turned  over  for  field  service  under  the  operation  of  General 
Orders,  No.  82,  designating  the  place  from  which  and  the  officer  by 
whom  the  men  were  turned  over;  to  what  command  they  were  sent; 
whether  they  were  subsequently  detailed,  and,  so  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained, whether  they  are  now  serving  in  the  field.  The  heads  of 
bureaus  from  the  posts  of  which  these  men  were  drawn  can  probably 
furnish  you  aid  in  obtaining  this  information. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


CONFEDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  POST-OFFICE  DEPT., 

Bichmondy  December  I864.. 

His  Excellency  the  President: 

The  inclosed  letter  was  addressed  to  General  Ewell  instead  of  send- 
ing him  a  list  of  clerks  to  be  redetatled.   He,  as  will  be  seen  from 
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his  indorsement,  advises  me  that  my  letter  should  have  been  sent  to 
t  he  Secretory  of  War,  by  whom  I  was  requested  to  communicate  with 
him, 

I  respectfully  call  Your  Excellency's  attention  to  the  facts  disclosed 
in  my  letter  to  General  Ewell  and  to  the  necessity  of  some  action 
which  will  put  an  end  to  this  anomalous  condition  of  things  which  is 
paralyzing  the  Department  for  the  want  of  a  few  men,  indispensable 
on  account  of  their  skill  and  experience,  and  subjecting  the  heads 
of  departments  to  the  control  of  military  of&cers  of  any  gr^e  who  may 
have  to  act  on  their  applications  for  the  detail  of  tiieir  own  clerks, 
and  subjecting  them  to  the  receipt  of  such  suggestions  as  that  con- 
tained in  the  last  paragraph  of  General  Swell's  indorsement  about 
the  employment  of  ladies.  If  he  had  been  well  informed  on  the  sub- 
ject on  which  his  advice  is  volunteered,  he  would  have  known  that  it 
would  not  have  been  more  absurd  to  propose  to  appoint  ladies  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  his  staff  than  to  propose  that  they  should  perform 
the  duties  of  a  number  of  the  officers  and  clerks  of  this  Department. 

I  must  also  say  that  with  the  very  few  men  in  this  Department 
liable  to  perform  military  duty,  but  who  are  indispensably  necessary 
to  it,  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  my  time  for  a  year  past  has  been 
spettt  in  asking  for  detail  and  passes  and  in  repeating  these  requests 
every  few  days  or  weeks  only  to  have  them  revoked  and  then  going 
over  the  work  of  obtaining  them  again.  The  policy  is  most  injurious 
to  the  public  service,  and  is  embarrassing  and  degrading  to  the  heads 
of  departments  who  have  to  submit  to  it. 

With  greatest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  REAGAN, 

Postmaster-  General. 

[Til limn  11  Ml II I  ] 

March  2, 1865. 

Secretaiy  of  War  for  bis  perusal  as  stating  matters  which  have 
heretofore  been  embarrassing. 

J.  D. 

[iDclosnre  Ko.  1.] 

Circular.]  Confedbratk  States  op  America, 

War  Dept.,  Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

■Richmond^  Fa.,  December  SS,  I864. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  F.  Giliier, 

Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau: 
General:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  the  men  belonging 
to  the  Local  Defense  Troops  and  now  on  detailed  duty  in  this  dty  will 
assemble  to-morrow  at  10  a.  m.  at  their  respective  regimental  ren- 
dezvous for  the  purpose  of  rejoining  their  commands  in  the  field.  A 
list  of  the  most  important,  not  to  exceed  one-half  of  the  number  from 
each  bureau,  will  be  sent  to  the  headquarters  of  General  B.  S.  Ewell, 
in  this  city,  which  will  be  detailed  and  kept  on  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  BIELT, 
Assistant  Ac^tiiarU-Generdl. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Postmaster-General. 

JOHN  W.  RIELY, 
Assistant  Ac^jtUant-OenerdL 
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[Incloeare  Ko.  2.] 

Ck)NFEDBRATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  POST-OFFICB  DEPT., 

Bichm&ndt  Va.,  December  28,  1864. 

Lieut.  Qen.  R.  S.  Ewbll, 

HeadqiuirterSy  Richmond,  Va.: 

General:  Referring  to  a  circular  from  the  Adjutant-General's 
Office  of  the  23d  instant,  which  came  to  hand  yesterday,  I  beg  to  say 
that  the  foUowing-named  men,  clerks  in  the  Richmond  city  post-offioe, 
are  now  in  ttie  trenches,  Ck)mpany  B,  Third  Regiment  Local  Defense 
Troops,  to  wit:  John  R.  Currie,  A.  R.  Tarborough,  D.  S.  Cabell, 
James  R.  Thorn,  Edwin  Pleasants,  James  ,  and  W.  L.  Walker. 

The  foUowing-named  clerks  in  that  office — \o  wit:  William  B.  Reed, 
P.  P.  Frayser,  R.  L.  Noel,  R.  W.  Crittenden,  J.  R.  Wilkinson,  M.  M. 
French,  W.  H.  Crawford,  and  L.  E.  Hough — have  been  allowed  to 
remain  in  it  or  detailed  and  returned  to  it  upon  my  urgent  solicita- 
tion, as  being  clerks  of  special  skill  and  experience  and  indispensa- 
bly necessary  to  keep  the  city  post-office  in  operation.  Without  them 
the  mails  for  the  Government,  for  Congress,  for  the  Army,  and  the 
country  cannot  be  nuide  up  and  sent  from  Richmond  or  disbributed 
and  delivered  to  those  to  whom  they  are  due  in  Richmond. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  feel  constrained  to  ask  you  to  allow 
the  clerks  now  detailed  in  the  city  post-office  to  be  kept  on  duty  in  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  REAGAN, 

PostnMsier-OeneraL 

[IwdMnm  No.  3.]  ^ 

Confederate  States  of  America,  Post-Officb  Dept., 

RicJmuynd,  December  S8,  1864. 

Lieut.  Gen.  R.  S.  Ewell, 

Headquarters,  Ri(:hmond,  Va.: 

General:  Referring  to  the  communication  of  John  W.  Riely, 
assistant  adjutant-general,  of  the  23d  instant,  which  came  to  hand 
yesterday,  requesting  that  one-half  of  the  men  detailed  from  the 
Local  Defense  Troops  should  be  returned  to  duty  in  the  trenches,  I 
beg  to  say  that  the  following-named  clerks  of  this  Department  are 
now  in  the  trenches  and  have  been  since  the  29th  of  September  last, 
to  wit.  Col.  John  McAnemey,  jr.,  Sergts.  B.  F.  Perry,  F.  Wise,  Privates 
Samuel  Hanson,  G.  F.  EulM&nk,  Edwin  Sheppard,  and  the  following- 
named  clerks  of  this  Department  have  been  assigned  and  are  now 
performing  guard  duty  in  this  city,  to  wit,  Lieut.  T.  P.  A.  Bibb,  com- 
manding guard ;  Privates  J.  Newton  Lewis,  J.  N.  Clark,  B.  S.  Howard, 
L.  D.  Hill,  making  eleven  of  the  clerks  of  this  Department  who  have 
for  three  months  past  been  withdrawn  from  their  appropriate  duties, 
to  the  great  injury  of  the  service  of  the  Department. 

The  following-named  officers  and  clerks  of  this  Dejwrtment,  to  wit, 
Lieut.  H.  St.  George  Oifutt,  chief  of  Contract  Bureau,  Post-Offiee 
Department;  Private  J.  L.  Lancaster,  principal  clerk  of  Finance 
Bureau,  Post-Office  Department;  Sergt.  S.  T.  McNair,  Privates  A 
G.  Cantley,  J.  S.  Douglas,  J.  T.  Taylor,  R.  A.  Fennell,  were  absent 
from  their  important  duties  here  serving  in  the  trenches  in  Company 
B,  Third  Regiment  Local  Defense  Troops,  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
laist  three  months,  until  the  Department  became  so  embarrassed  for 
the  want  of  their  services  that  on  my  earnest  solicitation  made  from 
time  to  time  they  have  been  detailed  to  return  to  ti^eir  duties  hero. 
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I  have  been  urged  by  the  heads  of  bureaus  for  some  time  past  to 
ask  for  the  retain  of  other  clerks  of  this  Department  to  their  duties 
here,  as  indispensably  necessary  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
Department,  but  baye  delayed  this  request,  much  to  the  detriment  of 
the  service  of  the  Department,  ou  account  of  the  great  need  of  troops 
to  man  the  trenches.  I  must  therefore  ask  that  you  allow  those  now 
in  the  Department  to  remain  on  duty  in  it;  and  even  with  them  I  am 
greatly  embarrassed  in  the  effort  to  discharge  my  duties  in  the 
absence  of  the  large  number  of  my  clerks  now  in  the  military  service. 

I  ought  to  add  that  no  one  has  been  appointed  to  a  clerkship  in 
this  Department  who  was  able  to  do  military  service  since  the  early 
part  of  the  year  1862,  and  that  fully  three-fourths  of  the  clerks  of 
this  Department  are  either  men  over  fifty  years  of  age,  ladies,  wounded 
and  disabled  soldiers,  or  invalids  from  some  other  cause;  and  fully 
one-half  of  them  who  belong  to  the  Local  Defense  Troops  are  either 
disabled  soldiers  or  invalids  from  other  causes. 

The  few  who  are  really  able  to  do  military  duty  are  men  who  have 
been  in  the  Department  from  the  time  of  its  organization  in  1861,  and 
nearly  all  of  those  had  resigned  positions  in  the  Post-Office  Depart- 
ment at  Washington  to  accept  service  in  and  to  contribute  their  skill 
and  experience  to  the  postal  service  of  the  Confederacy.  When  the 
local  defense  organization  was  gotten  up  it  was  understood  that  the 
clerks  and  officers  who  joined  it  were  only  to  be  called  out  on  special 
emergencies,  and  no  one  contemplated  that  they  were  to  constitute, 
as  they  have  since  last  spring,  a  part  of  the  Army,  and  to  be  with- 
drawn for  months  at  a  time  from  their  proper  and  necessary  duties. 

I  would  not  trouble  you  with  a  statement  of  these  facts  but  for  the 
reason  that  they  show  that  the  policy  being  pursued  with  reference  to 
the  clerks  of  the  departments  is  operating  most  injuriously  to  them, 
and  should  be  changed  or  their  usefulness  must  be  destroyed. 

If  it  is  determined  to  make  soldiers  of  the  clerks  and  to  deprive 
the  departments  of  their  skill  and  experience,  this  shonld  be  done, 
and  the  departments  should  know  that  they  must  do  the  best  they  can 
without  them,  and  thus  avoid  paying  them  their  salaries  as  clerks 
while  using  them  as  soldiers.  If  not,  they  should  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  unless  when  called  out  for  a 
few  days  at  a  time  to  take  their  part  in  any  pending  battle.  It  is  to 
be  remembei^d,  too,  that  the  departments — at  least  this  one — can, 
under  the  law,  appoint  but  a  limited  number  of  clerks.  It  has  no 
authority,  therefore,  to  make  other  appointments  in  lieu  of  those  sent 
to  the  trenches,  and  the  business  must  in  consequence  remain  unat- 
tended to. 

I  hope  you  will  allow  those  now  In  this  Department  to  remain,  as  I 
cannot  go  on  without  them;  and  I  hope  it  will  be  found  practicable 
soon  to  return  the  other  clerks  to  their  duties  in  the  Department. 
All  the  clerks  I  have  named  above,  whether  in  the  trenches  or  in  the 
Department,  have  been,  on  my  application,  permanently  detailed  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  under  Qeneral  Orders,  No.  77,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  GeneraPs  Office. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  REAGAN, 

Postmaster-  General. 
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HBAI>QUAItTBRS  DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond^  December  1864. 
Respectfully  returned  to  honorable  Mr.  Reagan. 
This  is  a  subject  over  which  I  have  no  control.  These  troops  are 
turned  out  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  account  of  the  emer- 
gencies in  the  front,  and  the  application  should  go  to  him.  I  would 
observe,  however,  that  I  have  frequent  applications  from  ladies,  who 
are  well  recommended  <ui4  in  great  want,  and  are  apparently  well 

fitted  for  clerical  duty.   

R  S.  EW£LL, 

lAetUmant-  General. 


ck)nfbdbrate  states  of  america, 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Bichmond^  December  29,  1864, 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you,  as  requested,  a  statement  show- 
ing the  amount  of  unpaid  requisitions  for  funds  made  by  this  depart- 
ment and  now  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  of  those  made  but 
which  have  not  yet  reached  that  Department,  viz: 

In  Treaanry  Department  awaiting  signatcire  $108,800,700.84 

Issued  fnnn  thu  office  and  between  War  D^Mutment  and  the 
Treasury  ,   20,059,884.03 

Total   188,860,684.87 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster-  General. 


COIfFBDBRATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  SUBSISTENCE  DEPT., 

Richmond,  December  29,  I864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  I  have  to  report  that  the  unpaid 
requisitions  of  this  Bureau  amount  to  $34,002,684.66.  The  debt  of 
the  Bureau  is  largely  in  excess  of  the  requisitions  issued,  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons,  viz:  No  estimates  have  been  received  from  several 
districts  for  November  and  December,  and  in  nearly  every  district  the 
estinkates  for  December  will  fall  short,  from  the  fact  that  officers  are 
now  paying  vicinage  appraisement  prices  instead  of  schedule  rates 
for  all  subsistence  delivered  prior  to  1st  of  February,  1866.  Requisi- 
tions for  the  full  amount  of  the  indebtedness  of  some  officers  have 
not  been  issued,  because  it  was  known  that  the  Treasury  would  not 
meet  them.  For  example,  the  indebtedness  in  the  State  of  Gtoor^a 
is  $12,000,000  or  $13,000,000,  of  which  there  are  requisitions  for  only 
about  $7,000,000.  In  r6Si>onse  to  an  inquiry  from  the  War  Departs 
ment,  $12,500,000  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Subsistence  Bureau 
was  appropriated  for  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and  Maj. 
W.  B.  Blair,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  for  that  department, 
was  designated  as  the  officer  to  draw  for  that  amount.   The  Treasury 
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Deimrtment  sends  the  funds  across  and  arranges  the  distribution  of 
the  funds  on  Major  Blair's  order. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 

Commissary- Cfeneral  of  Subsistence. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Bichmondf  Fa.,  December  S9,  I864. 

Hon.  G.  A.  Trenholm, 

Secretary  of  ike  Treasury : 
Sir  :  I  have  examined  the  paper  of  Oeneral  G.  Eirby  Smith,  referred 
by  you  the  23d  instant,  in  which  the  indebtedness  of  the  Trans- 
Hississippi  Department  is  approximately  stated  for  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1864,  at  $60,333,099.  He  includes  under  the  title  of 
amounts  due  $20,277,465,  and  from  estimate  $40,065,634.  To  this 
amount  is  to  be  added  the  debts  contracted  since  that  date.  A  por- 
tion of  this  sum  has  been  remitted,  but  it  is  supposed  that  the  debt 
is  quite  as  large  now  or  larger  than  it  was  September  30,  ultimo. 

The  requisitions  of  the  Qaartermaster-Oeneral,  nnanswered, 


now  amount  to  the  earn  of  $188,800,684.87 

Thoee  of  the  Commissai^-General   84, 003, 684. 65 

The  Ordnance  eervice  la  in  arrears   6, 640, 888. 00 

The  Medical  service  la  in  arrears  ,   8, 090, 833. 00 

The  Engineer  service  is  in  arrears,  ezclnsiTe  of  trans-Hisdsslpi^.  5,000,000.00 
The  Niter  and  Mining  service    5, 600, 000. 00 


The  Department  is  constantly  importuned  for  the  payment  of  money 
due  for  necessary  supplies  which  have  already  been  furnished^  and  is 
constantly  advised  that  supplies  cannot  be  obtained  for  the  want  of 
the  requisite  funds.  Its  ^hole  service  is  in  a  fair  way  to  perish  from 
inanition. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  discredit  of  the  Government  has  arisen,  in  a 
measure,  from  the  delay  that  has  been  made  in  the  liquidation  of  these 
pressing,  urgent,  and  meritorious  claims.  I  am  aware  o(  the  many 
strong  considerations  that  induct-  a  restriction  of  i^ue  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable; but  I  venture  to  suggest  that  the  currency  itself  probably 
suffers  more  discredit  from  the  failure  to  meet  the  engagements  of 
the  Grovemment  than  could  result  from  inflation  by  the  issue  neces- 
sary to  redeem  them. 

You  can  scarcely  realize  to  what  extent  the  inability  or  failure  to 
nieet  the  obligations  of  the  Department  has  been  prolific  of  mischief. 
It  has  been  the  occasion  or  excuse  for  desertion,  marauding,  sale  of 
clothing  and  equipments  among  soldiers;  it  has  prevented  the  accu- 
mulation of  supplies;  it  has  affected  the  eflSciency  of  transportation; 
it  has  produced  carelessness  or  indifference  among  contractors;  offi- 
cers are  resentful,  and  soldiers  reckless,  discontented,  and  suffering. 

Most  seriously  apprehensive  that  unless  the  indebtedness  of  this 
Department  now  existing  can  be  provided  for  without  delay,  that  its 
operations  cannot,  with  daily  increasing  obstructions,  embarrassments, 
and  antagonisms  among  the  people  themselves  be  carried  on,  I  am 
constrained  to  invoke  your  earnest  attention  to  the  subject,  and  to 
urge  the  immediate  application  of  all  practicable  measures  of  relief. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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OXFOBD,  M188.,  December  £9,  IS64, 

Hon.  J.  W.  C.  Watson: 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  redeem  a  promise  made  you  some  time  since. 
In  the  discharge  of  my  duties  in  the  Inspector-General's  Department 
I  have  been  brought  immediately  in  contact  with  most  of  the  abuses 
and  grievances  herein  mentioned,  and  I  therefore  speak  with  some 
knowledge  and  confidence.  I  regard  the  conscript  department  in 
Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi  as  almost  worthless.  I  believe  if 
tiie  officers  and  men  engaged  in  it  were  sent  to  the  field  more  strength 
woald  be  added  to  the  Army  than  will  probably  be  afforded  by  the 
conscripts  who  will  be  sent  forward.  In  this  State,  for  th«  past  five 
months,  only  235  men  between  eighteen  and  forty-flve  years  have 
been  started  to  the  field,  and  if  the  desertions  from  this  number  were 
in  proportion  to  those  from  the  officers  and  camps  of  instraction,  not 
a  company  is  in  the  Army.  It  is  true  that  537  were  conscripted  of 
this  class,  but  302  of  them  deserted  before  starting  from  the  State. 
A  want  of  efficiency  and  energy  is  everywhere  perceptible.  I  fear 
that  medical  boards  have  in  many  instances  done  disservice  to  the 
cause.  The  Board  at  Brookhaven,  Miss.,  from  April  to  October  last, 
examined  1,125  men,  and  of  these  discharged  807  (over  70  per  cent.) 
as  unfit  for  any  duty. 

The  details  made  by  the  department  are  very  numerous  and  are 
very  inaccurately  reported.  In  repeated  instances  I  find  that  district 
enrolling  officers,  and  in  florae  instances  county  officers,  have  made 
details  which  have  not  been  reported  to  the  commandant  of  con- 
scripts. As  a  matter  of  course,  the  reports  made  to  Bichmond  are 
very  inaccurate.  These  defects  exist  also  in  Georgia  and  Alabama. 
One  defect  exists  in  this  State  which  is  not  found  in  them.  I  allude 
to  the  number  of  State  exempts  rei>orted  in  this  State.  That  number 
is  only  205.  We  know  that  each  county  in  tlys  State  is  entitled  to 
five  members  of  the  board  of  police,  ten  magistrates,  ten  constables, 
one  sheriff,  deputy  sheriff,  probate  judge,  probate  clerk,  circuit 
clerk,  coroner,  tax  assessor,  tax  collector,  treasurer;  and  each  county 
is  allowed  some  five  poor  commissioners.  These  aggregate  over  2,300 
exempts;  they  are  county  officers  only.  The  State  officers  would 
swell  the  number  to  at  least  4,000,  and  yet  but  205  were  reported. 
This  abuse  is  greater  in  Georgia,  but  that  State  shows  in  the  con- 
script reports;  the  truth,  however  discreditable.  Mississippi  enjoys 
the  benefit  but  avoids  the  stigma.  The  Conscript  Department  claims 
the  credit  of  having  sent  over  1,000  deserters  to  their  commands 
in  the  past  five  months.  Many  of  these  voluntarily  surrendered 
themselves,  still  more  were  mere  stragglers  overstaying  their  fur- 
loughs, and  others  were  arrested  when  on  their  way  to  the  army. 
Many  others  were  arrested  by  the  State  officers  or  the  militia.  The 
department  is  therefore  entitled  to  but  little  credit  on  this  score.  I 
have  but  barely  alluded  to  some  few  of  the  many  abuses  of  this 
department.  I  believe,  too,  that  the  system  of  conscription  is  fail- 
ing from  want  of  material  on  which  to  operate.  I  believe  that  the 
conscript  has  been  con.scribed  generally.  The  department  might  be 
abolished  without  material  injury  to  the  service.  You  will  ask  mo,  if 
such  be  the  fact,  how  are  the  ranks  of  our  Army  to  be  fillcKl. 

This  leads  me  to  mention  other  abuses  that  are  frightful  in  char- 
acter. 

First.  The  number  of  deserters  is  alarmingly  large.  From  a  care- 
ful examination  on  this  subject  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  tiie  num- 
ber in  this  State  is  not  less  than  7,000. 
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Second.  The  number  of  skulkers  under  details  is  also  very  lai^. 
Every  post  is  full  of  them.  The  Quartermaster,  Commissary, 
Ordnance,  Medical,  and  Post  Departments  are  full  even  to  repletion. 
These  details  are  generally  young  and  healthy.  I  have  been  ordered 
to  send  this  class  to  the  Army.  How  can  I  effect  it  ?  I  approach  a 
detail  to  every  appearance  sound,  and  he  thrusts  into  face  a 
certificate  of  disability.  The  disease  is  occult,  the  name  scarcely 
known  to  me.  He  looks  strong  enough  to  brain  an  oz  trith  his 
knuckle  and  eat  him  afterward.  I  have  tihe  prima  facie  evidence  of 
my  senses  i^inst  the  prima  facie  evidence  furnished  by  the  certifi- 
cates. I  can  act  earnestly,  but  I  act  blindly.  I  have  asked  for  a 
medical  officer  to  accompany  me  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty.  My 
request  not  been  granted.  I  believe  the  medical  profession  as 
free  from  corruption  as  any  other  officers.  The  improvement  in  this 
department  has  been  wonderful  during  the  past  two  years.  Still  they 
are  human.  It  is  an  erroneous  x>olicy  to  force  the  question  of  fitness 
of  details  at  a  post  upon  the  surgeons  there.  They  are  dependent 
upon  the  quartermaster  there  for  home,  office,  fire,  pay,  clothing,  and 
transportation,  and  receive  from  the  commissaiy  the  food  that  feeds 
them.  They  would  be  less  or  more  than  human  oould  they  listen 
without  prejudice  to  the  {wtition  of  these  officers  for  details,  backed 
by  assurances  that  they  know  the  subject  to  be  suffering  from  nearly 
"  every  ill  that  flesh  is  heir  to.'*  I  oould  correct  the  evil  could  I  see 
through  the  eyes  of  an  intelligent  physician  not  subject  to  these 
influences. 

Third.  Large  numbers  of  supernumerary  and  unnecessary  officers 
are  found  everywhere.  Posts  are  created  for  them  to  fill.  Each 
little  town  in  the  State  has  its  commandant  of  post,  its  conscript 
officer,  its  adjutants,  its  guards;  in  a  word,  its  little  army  around  it. 
One  of  these  officers  could  perform  the  duty  of  the  whole.  Send  off 
the  others,  and  more  than  a  regiment  of  troops  will  be  added  to  the 
Army  from  this  source  in  this  State  alone.  When  an  officer  becomes 
wholly  worthless  in  the  front  he  is  sent  as  a  curse  to  fill  some  post  in 
the  rear. 

For  a  time,  as  yon  know,  I  filled  the  position  of  adjutant-general 
for  one  of  our  armies.  Necessity  compelled  the  consolidation  of 
regiments  occasionally.  Whenever  this  occurred,  I  sent  for  the 
commanding  officers,  and  selecting  the  best  of  their  subordinates  for 
the  field,  I  scattered  the  worst  to  the  rear.  They  could  not  be  forced 
into  the  ranks;  to  permit  them  to  remain  with  the  Army  was  only  to 
retain  a  class  who  could  cause  mischief  in  producing  discontent  at 
orders  which  circumstances  rendered  imperative.  They  are  wander- 
ing through  the  land,  worthless  to  the  country  and  reflecting  discredit 
on  the'service.  Send  them  to  the  ranks.  Displace  young,  healthy, 
lazy  quartermasters  and  commissaries  by  disabled  officers  in  the  field. 

Fourth.  There  is  another  great  evil  in  all  the  States.  Congress  has 
passed  severe  laws  against  the  employment  of  able  men  by  quarter- 
masters and  commissaries.  This  law  is  evaded  not  only  by  false  cer- 
tificates of  disability,  but  by  equally  false  certificates  on  the  part  of 
officers  that  these  employ^  are  indispensably  necessanr  to  them,  and 
details  are  thereupon  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  number  of 
these  details  is  very  large,  and  the  facility  with  which  these  certifi- 
cates are  given  is  wonderful.  I  have  seen  many  disabled  officers  and 
privates  well  qualified  to  discharge  these  duties  refused  employment 
to  screen  a  useless  favorite  from  the  field.    These  are  some  of  the 
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evils  of  the  service.  They  must  be  corrected  or  I  fear  the  loss  of  onr 
cause.  Pardon  me  a  single  suggestion  as  to  the  remedy.  Ck>DsoUdate 
your  r^ments  in  the  field.  Place  them  in  the  Confederate  Army. 
Force  the  supernumerary  officers  not  specially  marked  for  merit  into 
your  corps  ^lite.  Send  some  of  peculiar  merit  to  ftU  the  important 
posts  in  the  rear.  Repeal  all  exemptions,  and  let  other  meritorious 
officers  be  sent  home  to  oi^nize  and  then  command  new  companies 
to  be  raised  from  this  class.  Place  these  in  the  Confederate  Army. 
The  soldiers  in  the  field  will  thus  be  thrown  with  their  old  companions 
in  arms,  and  the  new  troops  from  home  will  fight  by  the  side  of  their 
friends  from  home.  Take  hold  of  the  militia;  organize  it;  make  it 
your  conscript  arm.  Of^er  to  each  of  its  members  a  limited  furlough 
for  every  deserter  he  may  arrest.  I  believe  yon  can  thus  call  into 
service  the  military  strength  of  the  nation.  Let  the  men  and  officers 
who  have  been  disabled  in  the  field  become  your  civil  officers,  your 
overseers,  your  quartermasters  and  commissaries  in  the  rear.  I 
believe  there  are  this  day  in  Mississippi  alone  a  sufficient  number  of 
deserters,  skulkers,  idle  officers,  improper  details,  and  useless  exempts 
to  give  victory  to  any  army  to  which  they  are  sent.  I  have  served 
since  the  first  day  of  this  war;  am  beyond  conscript  age;  am  partially 
disabled;  but  I  will  cheerfully  resign  my  commission  and  once  more 
seek  the  ranks  with  these  men;  but  should  It  be  my  lot  in  any  way  to 
lead,  I  wiU  place  them  where  some  acqnalntanoe  with  the  smell  of 
powder  will  be  added  to  their  knowledge. 

I  beg  leave  to  allude  to  one  or  two  subjects  disconnected  with  the 
Army.  Our  taxes  are  heavy,  but  I  do  not  think  unnecessarily  so. 
The  burthen  is  certainly  an  unusual  one.  Nothing  should  be  done  to 
make  it  odious  to  the  citizen,  and  yet  I  fear  some  regulations  are 
making  it  so.  Those  holding  the  4  per  cent,  certificates  complain 
that  the  Government,  as  far  as  i>ossible,  discredits  thei£.  Fractions  of 
hundreds  cannot  be  paid  with  them.  I  saw  a  widow  lady  a  few  days 
since  offer  to  pay  her  taxes  of  $1,271.31  with  a  certificate  of  $1,300. 
The  tAx-gatherer  refused  to  pay  her  the  change  of  (28.69.  She  then 
offered  the  whole  certificate  for  the  taxes.  Hiis  was  refnsed.  This 
apparent  injustice  touched  her  far  more  than  the  amount  of  the 
taxes. 

Again.  Many  of  our  planters  have  been  able  to  raise  but  a  small 
surplus.  They  have  cheerfully  sold  the  surplus  to  the  Government 
and  have  been  compelled  to  take  certificates  of  indebtedness.  The 
Government  will  not  pay  them  and  refuses  to  receive  them  in  pay- 
ment of  taxes.  The  planter  has  no  money,  and  his  property  must  be 
sold.  He  throws  the  certificate  first  on  the  market,  and  they  can  be 
purchased  in  many  places  at  a  discount  of  75  per  cent.  The  people 
complain  of  their  Government  as  oppressing  them,  not  so  m^lch  by 
what  it  requires  as  the  manner  of  making  tae  requisition  and  of  its 
refusal  to  pay  a  class  of  its  debts  that  were  contracted  for  currency. 

Again.  Portions  of  this  and  other  States  have  been  repeatedly 
overrun  by  the  foe.  Scarcely  half  our  planters  have  had  the  ability 
to  tiU  the  soil. 

In  this  and  the  northern  tier  of  counties  of  this  State  sufficient  food 
is  not  found  for  the  home  population.  The  tithes  are  being  paid,  I>o 
not  remove  them  from  these  counties,  else  starvation  will  be  literally 
thrust  on  our  people.  Sell  the  tithes  to  the  county  police  (?).  This 
would  be  an  act  not  only  of  justice  but  of  mercy. 

Pardon  this  long  letter.  Your  position  ^ves  you  a  voice  in  the 
correction  of  abuses,  and  I  know  your  patriotism  will  prompt  you~to 
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use  all  means  in  your  power  of  promoting  the  efficiency  of  the  service 
and  the  happiness  ot  our  people. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  truly,  your  friend, 

H.  W.  WALTER. 

[IndonenMnt.] 

March  28,  1865. 

Referred  to  the  Adjutant-C^eral,  whose  attention  is  specially  called 
to  the  statemente  made  vithin,  and  which  are  probably  more  specific- 
ally set  forUi  in  the  inspection  reports  of  this  officer. 

J.  D. 


Columbia,  S.  C,  December  S9, 186J^. 

Mr.  Seddon: 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  inclose  yon  two  acta  of  the  Legislature  of  South 
Carolina.*  The  exemption  act,  you  perceive,  is  intended  and  will 
have  the  effect  to  nullify  the  existing  law  of  Congress  and  to  forestall 
any  future  legislation  of  Congress  looking  to  citizens  of  South  Caro- 
lina for  an  increase  of  the  Army,  except  by  express  permission  of  the 
Governor  of  the  State.  The  slave-labor  act  is  also  intendedj  and  has 
the  effect,  to  prevent  the  accession  of  one  slave  to  the  Confederate 
service  as  a  contribution  to  the  public  defense.  By  comparing  these 
two  acts  with  the  act  of  Congress,  the  general  orders,  and  your  instruc- 
tions, you  will  at  once  detect  the  purpose  to  contravene  Confederate 
action  in  the  matter.  This  legislation  is  an  explicit  declaration  that 
this  State  does  not  intend  to  contribute  another  soldier  or  slave  to  the 
public  defense,  except  on  such  terms  as  may  be  dictated  by  her  authori- 
ties. The  example  will  speedily  be  followed  by  North  Carolina  and 
Geoi^ia,  the  Executives  of  those  States  having  already  assumed  the 
]position.  Alabama  and  Mississippi  will  follow,  and  it  will  not  now 
need  General  Bragg's  and  General  Eemper*s  military  conscription  to 
drive  the  people  and  the  States  to  resume  their  own  defense.  The  f  oUy 
and  wickedness  of  Governoro  Brown  and  Vance,  and  the  Legislature 
of  South  Carolina  have  done  that  already  which  military  conscription 
would  have  effected  before  March — disintegrated  the  Confederacy. 
They  have  saved  the  Confederacy  the  shame  of  an  idiotic  suicide. 
With  no  enrolling  officers,  and  the  reserves  in  the  field,  I  must  do 
with  conscription  and  its  cognates  what  General  Taylor  proposed  to 
do  to  keep  Captain  Bragg  from  running  away  from  Buena  Vista — 
"  Colonel  Bliss  and  myself  will  re-enforce  you."  Captain  Duffield  and 
myself  will  try  to  carry  on  the  recruiting  and  furnishing  labor  to  the 
Army.  It  is  a  matter  of  pain  to  me  that  the  first  treason  to  the  Con- 
federate States  in  the  form  of  law  has  been  perpetrated  in  South  Caro- 
lina. I  believe  it  has  been  thrust  on  the  Ldgislature  by  designing 
knaves,  but  I  have  no  hope  that  the  Governor  will  or  can  administer 
these  laws  in  any  other  spirit  than  that  in  which  tJiey  were  designed. 
Pardon  the  freedom  of  an  unofficial  note. 

Most  respectfully  (uid  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

 JNO.  S.  PRESTON. 

'For  inclomre  No.  1  (here  <Hmtted),  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLIV,  p.  981. 
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[XDolMnra  No.  3.] 

The  following  is  the  exemption  act  paased  at  the  recent  session  of 
the  South  Carolina  Legislature : 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  Qovernor  to  raqnire  the  exemption  of  certain  State  ofBcers  and  othw 
persons  from  Confederate  service. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Batreseniativea,  now  met 
and  sitting  in  QenercU  AaaenMy,  and  by  the  aitthority  of  the  msme.  That  the  Got- 
emcff  be,  and  is  hereby,  anthorized  and  required  to  cudm  the  exemption  from 
Confederate  military  service  of  the  officers  and  members  of  both  braschee  of  tiie 
General  Assembly  of  this  State,  and  the  f olio winj^ State  officers,  to  wit :  Lieaten- 
ant-^vemor,  jnoges  of  the  courts  of  law  and  eqmty,  attorney-general  and  solici- 
tors, secretary  of  state,  comptroller-^neral,  state  auditor  and  two  assistants, 
treasurers  of  the  npper  and  lower  division,  adjutant  and  inspector  general  and 
one  assistant,  gnartermaster-general,  commissary-general,  state  engineer  and 
one  assistant,  aides-de-camp  to  the  Oovemor  (not  to  exceed  one  to  each  miBtia 
brigade),  private  secretary  of  the  Governor  and  his  clerk,  sheriiFs,  clerks  of  the 
court,  ordmiuries,  masters,  registers  and  commissioners  in  equity,  tax  collectors, 
president,  cashier,  book-keeper,  and  one  teller  of  the  bank  of  the  State  and  each 
of  its  branches,  officers  and  cadets  of  the  State  military  academies,  professors  of 
the  South  Carolina  Coll^,  superintendent,  physician,  and  keepers  of  the  lunatic 
asylum,  and  superintenctent,  steward,  and  teachers  of  the  Asylnm  for  tiie  Deaf, 
I>umb,  and  Blind. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Governor  be  and  is  hereby  authorized,  if  the  same  be  in  his 
judgment  necessary,  and  under  such  regulations  as  he  may  prescribe,  to  require 
the  exemption  of  the  following  State  officers  and  other  persons,  to  wit:  Members 
of  the  Board  for  the  Belief  of  Soldiers'  Families  (who  are  over  forty-five  years  of 
age) ,  president,  cashier,  book-keeper,  and  one  teller  now  in  the  employment  of 
each  of  the  several  banks  in  the  State,  the  presidents  and  treasurers  now  in  the 
employment  of  the  two  savings  institutions  in  the  State,  such  deputy  sheriffs  as 
may  be  indispensable  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  State  (not  to  exceed  one 
in  each  judicial  district) ,  State  agent  for  the  supply  of  slave  labor,  oae  editor  for 
each  newspaper  being  published  at  the  time  of  the  passiwe  of  this  act,  and  such 

Sinters  and  pressmen  as  said  editor  may  certify  upon  oath  to  be  indispensable  to 
e  publication  of  said  newspaper ;  the  public  printer  of  the  State  government, 
and  such  journeyman  printers  as  said  public  printer  shall  certify  upon  oath  to  be 
indispensable  to  the  public  printing ;  the  chief  of  the  South  Carolina  Hospital 
Bureau  at  Richmond  and  his  assistant,  the  officers  and  members  of  the  police  and 
fire  departments  of  Charleston  and  Colnmbia,  and  snch  artisans,  mechanics,  and 
persons  of  scicmtific  skill,  and  other  emplo^^s  as  may  be  indispensable  to  the 
carrying  on  of  thenuuanfactories  and  public  works  belonging  to  the  State ;  the 
professors  and  teachers  of  all  incorporated  colleges  in  the  State ;  every  mizdster 
of  religion  authorized  to  preach  according  to  the  rules  of  his  church,  axid  who 
was,  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  1861,  andat  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  be  r^nlarly 
employed  In  the  discharge  of  his  ministerial  duties,  and  is  not  engaged  in  any 
traffic. 

Sec.  8.  That  for  the  proper  police  of  the  country  the  Governor  is  hereby  aatJior- 
ized,  under  such  regulations  as  he  may  prescribe,  to  require  the  exemption  from 
Confederate  militaiv  service  of  such  persons  as  he  may  adjudge  indispensable  for 
the  government  of  the  slaves,  and  the  protection  of  the  citisens  and  property  of  the 
Stete :  Provided,  That  such  exemptions  shall  not  exceed  in  any  district  one  for 
every  two  hundred  slaves  in  said  district :  And  provided  further.  That  the  ri^te 
of  overseers  now  having  both  Confederate  and  State  exempticms  shall  not  be 
changed  nor  altered  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  nor  shall  Boxik  persons  be  included 
in  the  estimate  of  the  above  proviso. 

Sec.  4.  That  all  officers  vma  persons  who  shall  be  so  required  by  the  Gtovemor, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  declared  exempt 
from  Confederate  military  service  during  the  period  for  which  their  exemptioii 
shall  be  so  claimed. 


War  Department,  Engineer  BirRBAn, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  December  89,  I864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond^  Va.: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  "laims  against  the  Knfri- 
neer  Department  will,  at  the  close  of  the  present  mouth,  amount  to 
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$6,000,000.  This  does  not  include  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department, 
■which  will  increase  it  to  $7,000,000. 

The  above  information  is  derived  from  the  requisitions  awaiting 
the  action  of  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  pro- 
posed operations  of  officers  who  have  not  submitted  their  estimates 
for  the  month  of  December.  It  is  therefore  only  approximate,  bat  as 
near  as  can  be  ascertained  at  present. 

Verj'  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Bv/reau. 


War  Department,  Niter  and  Minimo  Bureau, 

Richmond^  Vecember  £9, 1864. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Asftistant  Secretary  of  War: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  sum  of  $5,600,000  will  be 
necessary  to  meet  arrearages  due  by  this  department. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  MORTON, 
Lieuienant-Colonel  and  Acting  Chief  of  Bureau. 


Confederate  States  op  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  December  30,  1864. 

Ma,}.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb: 

General:  Permit  me  to  urge  your  special  attention  to  the  enforce- 
ment of  conscription  in  your  State.  I  fear  that  the  withdrawal  of 
Colonel  Browne  for  the  command  of  the  local  brigade,  operating  now 
in  South  Carolina,  may  cause  some  relaxation  of  effort  on  the  part  of 
enrolling  ofiBcers  in  your  State,  since  the  supervision  of  them  and  of 
the  details  of  the  conscript  service  has,  I  presume,  been  for  some 
months  past  mainly  exercised  by  him.  I  know  that  you  have  many 
other  arduous  duties,  especially  under  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  war  and  its  recent  ravages  in  Geoi^ia,  but  there  are  really 
none  of  such  immediate  and  vital  importance  as  those  which  min- 
ister to  the  recruitment  of  our  armies.  The  President  takes  a 
special  interest  on  this  subject,  and  shares  a  belief  common  with 
many  that  considerable  numbers  of  men  liable  to  conscription  have 
not  yet  been  reached  by  its  operation  in  your  State.  I  hope  this  may 
prove  correct,  and  that  through  your  efficient  efforts  they  may  be 
speedily  placed  in  the  field,  where  they  are  so  much  wanted. 

I  should  be  pleased  to  have  your  views  as  to  the  prospects  from  this 
quarter,  as  likewise  your  counsel  as  to  any  other  possible  mode  of 
recruiting  our  armies.  Soldiers  are  our  greatest  necessity.  What  is 
your  opinion  as  to  the  practicability  and  policy  of  employing  negroes 
as  soldiers;  and  if  to  be  resorted  to,  should  they  be  held  as  slaves,  be 
promised  emancipation,  or  be  at  once  freed?  This  is  a  question  of 
the  gravest  import  in  every  aspect,  and  the  opinions  of  one  whose 
judgment  is  so  justly  valued  would  be  highly  appreciated  by. 
Yours,  truly, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Special  Orders,  )         Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  309.        [  Richmond,  December  SOy  1864, 

******* 

XXXIII.  ThefoUowingseheduleof  prices  for  articles  named  therein, 
adopted  by  commiBsiODers  appointed  pursuant  to  law  for  the  State  of 
Virginia,  are  published  for  uie  information  of  all  concerned,  and  the 
special  attention  of  officers  and  agents  of  the  Government  is  directed 
thereto: 

BiCHMOKD,  Va.,  December  3, 1364. 

Hon.  Jahbb  a.  Seddon  : 

SlB:  Upon  consultation  -we  have  ocmclnded  to  readout  for  December  aAd  Jan- 
nary  our  last  schedules  for  October  and  November,  thas  contizinii^  the  same 
rates,  with  a  few  exceptions,  relative  to  the  prices  to  be  paid  for  hired  n^rro 
laborers.  These  changes  will  be  fonnd  in  Scheanle  B.  The  policy  yon  proposed 
for  impressing  from  prodncers  only  one-half  of  their  surplus  productions  is 
eminently  proper,  and  all  impressini^  o£9cers  should  scrupulously  obeerre  the  rnle 
and  never  go  beyond  it.  If  this  role  is  strictly  adhered  to  by  impressing  oflScws 
it  would  greatly  benefit  the  nfm-producera  and  tend  to  reconcile  the  prodaciiiff 
classes  to  whatever  appeared  harsh  in  our  system  of  impressments,  for  they  wonld 
have  one-half  or  their  surplus  productions  to  diBi>o8e  of  at  neighborhood  market 
rates. 

As  requested  by  your  Department,  we  conferred  with  commissioners  of  Korth 
Carolina,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  adjust  prices  npon  a  basis  calculated  to 
harmonize  the  leading  interest  of  both  States.  The  just  and  enlightened  views 
entert^ed  by  the  North  Carolina  commissioners  were  practically  illustrated  by 
the  liberal  spirit  and  wise  terms  npon  which  they  agreed  to  co-operate  with  ns. 
In  this  revolutionary  crisis  we  should  all  agree  to  aid  each  other  and  the  Govern- 
ment. To  rescue  the  ooontry  and  save  the  people  from  the  dangers  that  environ 
both  is  clearly  the  dnty  of  all.  Our  honor,  rights,  and  independence  are  at  stake. 
Let  us  bend  alt  our  energies  to  defend  and  secure  them.  Toattain  this  invaluable 
end  the  people  must  be  fed  and  clothed.  Our  prodncers,  manufacturers,  and 
tradesmen  certainly  can  aflEord  to  work  for  moderate  compensation  while  our  ^al- 
lant  soldiers  dare  to  confront  our  sava^  adversaries  in  their  defense.  Certainly 
if  our  brave  men  throw  their  protectmg  arms  around  our  family  altars  and  gai- 
lanUy  defend  l^eir  country  for  a  sum  too  insignificant  to  mention,  those  who 
remain  at  home  enjoying  tne  benefit  of  their  valor  can  afford  to  fecNl  them  and 
their  families  on  tne  most  moderate  terms.  The  question  should  be,  How  little 
will  you  ask  or  take  for  your  productions?  Fidelity  to  all  the  best  interests  of 
our  country  points  to  tne  observance  of  this  maxim  as  the  best  test  of  our  charity 
and  patriotism.  Let  the  watchword  be  everything  for  our  country  and  away 
with  money-making.  In  this  final  and  desperate  struggle  for  liberty  beware  lest 
in  hoardiiie  up  money  and  neglecting  the  canse  of  the  people  yon  exchange  yonr 
Urtfarl^t  TOT  a  mess  of  pottle.  Believing  that  our  cause  appeals  to  all  puiaea 
«Bd  interests  alike,  we  trust  the  people  will  unite  and  act  in  concert  in  achieving 
our  independence.  What  we  will  to  do  we  can  accomplidi.  United  we  are  invin- 
cible— ^tnumphant,  what  a  glorious  destiny  opens  to  our  view;  conquered,  how 
abject  and  forlorn  our  condition.  Who,  under  existing  circmnstanceB,  is  not 
wiilii^  to  sacrifice  a  few  paper  dollars  to  gain  the  most  enviaUe  victory  that 
civilization  ever  witnessed? 

Entertaining  the  conviction  that  the  popular  mind  is  favorable  to  every  effort 
calculated  to  advance  the  success  of  our  cause,  we  venture  to  place  before  you  the 
annexed  schedules  of  prices  for  the  months  of  December  and  January,  which, 
though  imperfect,  because  there  are  so  many  and  such  varied  views  and  interests 
to  harmonize,  yet  we  indulge  the  hope  may  be  properly  received  by  the  people. 

The  following  prices  are  to  be  the  maximum  rates  to  be  paid  for  the  articles 
impressed  in  all  cities  and  the  usual  place  of  sale,  and  when  impreeaed  on  the 
farms  or  elsewhere  the  same  prices  are  to  be  paid. 

Under  existing  circumstances  we  deem  it  not  only  just,  but  most  likely  to  favor 
increased  production,  that  producers  in  future  should  not  be  required  to  transport 
their  surplus  productions  when  impressed,  but  that  the  agents  m  the  Govonment 
should  impress  or  employ  the  neighborhood  or  county  wagons  and  toons  to  haul 
such  articles  and  so  divide  the  work  between  the  owners  of  wagons  and  tewna  aa 
to  be  least  prejudicial  to  those  suocessfnlly  engaged  In  agriculture. 
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whMt.... 

Flour  

 do.... 

 do.... 

 do.... 

Corn  

Corn-niBal 

Kye   

Cleatied  oats  do 

Wheat  bran   Gottd 


Quality. 


Prime  

Good,  floe  

Superllce  

BxtrasaperfiBe. 

Famliy  

Prim©  

Good  

Prime  


Shorts, 

Brovn  stuff  

Ship  stuff.  

BacoD  

Fork,  lAlt  

Pork,  tnah  

Laol  

Hones  and  mules . 

Wool  

 do  

Peso  

Beans   

PoutooB  

 do  

Oniona  

Dried  peaches  

 do  

Dried  apples  

Hay.hsled  

 do  . :  


Haj,  nnbaled  

Sheaf  OBts,  baled... 

Sht'af  oats,  uabaled 

Blade  fodder,  baled 

Blade   fodder,  nn- 
baled. 

Shocks,  baled  

Shucks,  unbaled  

Wheat  straw,  baled. 

Wheat  straw,  an- 
baled. 

Pasturage  

 do  

 do  

 do  

.....do  

 do  

Salt  

8oap  

Candles  

Vinegar  

WhUky  

Sagar  

MoWes  

Rice  , 

Coflbe  

Tea  

Tlnegar  , 

Pig-lroD  

 do  

 do  

Bloom  Iron  

Smith's  iron  

Ridlroad  iron  

Leather  

 do  

 do  

Beef-cattle  

 do  

 do  

Salt  beef  

Sheep  

Army  woolen  oloth, 

3-4  yard. 
 do  

Army  woolsB  ck>tb, 

 do  


do  

 do  

 do  

 do  , 

 do  

ITat  and  good  .  - 

Good  

First  class  

Fair  or  merino. 

 do  

Good  

do 


.do. 

.do. 

.do 

.do 

-do 

.do 

.do 

.do  . 

.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do, 
.do 


.do 

.do 

.do 

.do 


 do  

Superior.... 
First  rate... 

Good  

Superior  

nrstrate... 

Good  

 do  

 do  

.....do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

Berrloeabls. 

Good  

 do  

 do  

 do  

Superior — 
First  rate... 

Good  

Pair  

Good  


.do. 
.do 


.do 


Descriptkn. 


White  or  red  , 


White  oc  yellow... 


BogrooDd. 


Artillery,  &o. 

Washed  

Unwashed... 


Irish  .. 
Sweet. 


Peeled  , 

Unpeeled  

Peeled  , 

TlmothT  or  clover . . 
Orohara    or  herd 

grass. 
 do  


Interior  

 do  

 do  

Near  cities  

 do  

 do  


Tallow  

CIdM  

Trade  

Brown  

Hew  Orleans. 


Bio  

Trade  

Uanafiiclnred . 
No.  1  quality. . 
No.2quality.. 
No.8qai^ty.. 


Boand,  plate,  or  bar. 


Harness  

Sole  

Upper  

GroHS  weight . 

 do  

 do  


10  ooBoes  per  yard.. 


20  oiuioes  yard. 


Quantity. 


Per  bnshel  of  80  ponuda 
Per  barrel  of  196  pounds. 

 do  

....do  


....  do 
Per  bushel 
Per  bushel 
Per  bushel 
Per  bushel 
Per  bushel 
Per  bnahet 
Per  bushel 
Per  bushel 
Perjwund 


of  50  ponods 
of  50  pounds . 
of  50  pounds, 
of  82  pounds, 
of  17  pounds . 
of  22  pounds, 
of  28poandB. 
of  37  pounds. 


Per 


^onnd,  net  weight. 


Average  price  per  head 
Per^und  


Per  bnahel . 

 do  

do. 


-do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


do  

Per  100  ponnda. 

 do  


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Per  head  per  month — 

 do  

do. 


-do. 
.do. 


 do  

Per  bushel  of  60  pounds. 
Per^oond  


Per 


Per  pound  . 
Per  gallon.. 
Per^ond . 


Per 
Per 


.do. 


.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Per^und  

"'/.^l'^y.y.'.'." 

Per  100  pounds. 
 do  


do  

Per  pound,  net . 

Per  nead  

Per  yard  


I'rfoe. 


*7.50 
33.00 
87.50 
30.75 
42.00 
8.00 
S.SO 
6.00 
4.00 
.7* 
1.05 
1.85 
2.10 
2.75 
S.SO 
1.83 
2.75 
600.00 
8.00 
6.00 
5.00 
6.00 
4.00 
4.00 
8.00 
8.00 
4.W 
6.00 
8.90 
8.00 

8.00 
S.25 
4.75 
8.90 
8.00 

2.60 
1.70 
2.20 
1.30 

3.00 
4.00 
5.00 
5.00 

e.00 
roo 

5.00 
1.00 
8.00 
2.00 
10.00 
8.00 
25.00 
■  » 
8.00 
7.00 
1.00 
850.00 
814.00 
278.00 
710.00 
1,030.00 
400.00 
8.00 
3.60 
4.20 
30.00 
86.00 
'  40.00 
l.BO 
35.00 
5.00 

(a) 
10.00 


a  Pro  rata  as  to  greater  or  less  width  or  weight. 
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No. 


M 


Arllclft. 


FtaaMU.S-4  

CoUonablrtii)g«.3-< 
Cotton  •hlrtinjtB,  7-8 
Cotton  •hMUiiga,4-4 

Omabarg*.  3-4  

OfluburgB.  7-8  

Osq*barg  tontoloths 


Anny  sboet  

Shoe  thrwd  

Wool  MMilu,  for  men 
Corn-top  fodder, 

bftled. 
Corn-top  fodder, 

unbaled. 
Wbentohaii;  baled.. 
Wbent  chaff,  nn- 

>>«led. 
Sorgham  molMsee.. 
Pastarage  for  aheep . 

 do  

 do  

Apple  brandy  

Peaob  brandy  

Butter  


QoaUty. 


Good  

.....do  

 do  

.....do  

 do  

.....do  

.....do  


Good  . 

 do , 

 do , 

.....do. 


.do. 


.do. 
.do. 


first  qaalitr 

Good  :. 

Superior  

First  rate  


Good 


Description. 


t  ounces  per  yard.. 
44  yards  to  pound. . 
3{  yards  to  pound.. 
8  yarda  to  pound. . . 
I  ounoea  per  yard. . 
8  onaoeo  per  yard . . 
10  ouneea  per  yard . 


Interior. 

...  .do.. 
.....do.. 


Qnuti^. 


Per|w4  

Idol 

.....do  

....do  

 do  

 do  


Per  pair  

Per  pound  

Per  pair  

Per  100  ponoda. 

,...-do  


.do. 
.do. 


Per  gallon. 
Per  head.. 
 do  


 do  .... 

Pers^lon. 


Perponod. 


Prioe. 


1.U 

Las 

1.7» 
l.U 

1.  t9 

2.  S3 
(a) 

15.00 
3.00 
2.00 
2.40 

1.W 

X.40 

l.» 

8.00 
.40 
.50 
.60 
10.00 
10.00 
S.0* 


aOn  the  above  ennmmted  cotton  elottasproiBtABa  tii|trMterorl«Mirldtb  or  welgbt.. 

In  anessii^  the  value  of  first-class  artillery  and  wagon  horses  and  mules  at 
SBOO,  we  designed  that  the  terms  should  be  accepted  and  acted  apon  accordins:  to 
tts  obvions  common-Bense  import.  In  other  words,  that  they  should  be  selected 
and  then  impressed  accordinsly  as  their  working  qualities  aud  adaptation  to 
army  service,  together  with  their  intrinsic  value,  would  warrant  a  jndicions 
purchaser  in  considering  them  as  coming  within  the  contemplation  of  the  com- 
missioner when  they  assessed  the  average  value  of  such  horses  as  the  Govern- 
ment needed  at  $800.  But  cases  might  arise,  however,  when  the  public  exigencies 
woold  be  so  urgent  as  to  demand  that  all  horses  at  hand  sboatd  be  impressed ; 
yet  under  ordinary  circumstances,  when  family  or  eztra-blooded  horses  or  brood 
mares  of  admitted  high  value  are  impressed,  we  respectfnll^jr  snggest  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  have  instructions  forwarded  to  the  impressing  officers  to  propose 
and  allow  the  owners  to  substitute  in  their  stead  such  strong,  sound,  and  serv- 
iceable horses  or  mules  as  shall  be  considered  and  valued  by  competent  and  dis- 
interested parties  as  first-class  artillery  horses  or  first-class  wagon  mules. 

The  term  average  v^ue  per  head  is  in  contradistinction  to  a  fixed  and  uniform 
price  for  each  horse  or  male.  We  suppose  that  in  impressing  a  nnmbw  of  hones 
or  mnles,  whether  owned  by  several  persons  or  one  fndividmil,  that  some  might 
be  estimated  at  $600,  and  others  at  different  advanced  rates,  according  to  their 
worUi,  np  as  high  as  $1,000,  thus  making  an  average  value  or  prU^  for  a  number 
of  good,  sound,  and  efBcient  horses  or  mules  $800  each. 

In  illustration  of  our  views,  we  will  add,  that  a  horse  with  only  one  eye  sound 
might,  in  all  other  respects,  be  classed  as  a  first-class  artillery  horse,  yet  the  loss 
of  one  eye  would  justly  and  considerably  curtail  his  value.  So  a  horae  from  ten 
to  eighteen  years  of  age  might  be  deemed  in  all  other  xuuticulars  as  a  first-class 
ajrtiUery  horse,  but  of  course,  however  etficient  and  able  to  render  good  service  for 
a  year  or  two,  yet  his  advanced  age  would  justly  and  materially  impair  his  value. 
Any  horse,  however  he  may  approximate  the  standard  of  a  first-class  artillery 
horse,  must,  according  to  deficiency,  fall  below  the  maximum  price;  and  as  few 
comparatively  come  up  to  the  standard,  and  are  therefore  entitled  to  the  maxi- 
mnm  price,  so  of  course  in  all  other  instances  the  price  should  be  proportionally 
reduced,  as  imperfections  place  them  below  the  standard  of  first  class,  &c. 

The  first  quality  of  sorghum  molasses  is  of  the  consiBtency  of  htmey  and  firee 
from  all  acidity  to  the  taste ;  but  second  and  inferior  qualities  of  molassraahcnild 
be  reduced  in  price  from  10  to  30  per  cent.  acc<ndingly  as  they  shall  fall  belowthe 
standard  of  first  quality. 
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QlUUltlt]r«iidtI».  Price. 


Baling  Ionic  forage  

ShelliDg  and  ba^ng  oora  t  noka  ftunlabed  by  GoTfnmwBt. 

Hauling  

Hauling  grain  


Him  of  2-liorM  team,  wagon,  and  driver;  rattona  fiimlabed  by 
owner. 

Hire  of  same ;  raUona  famlibed  by  OoTemmant  

Hire  of  4-hflne  team,  wagon,  «M  drlvor:  ratioaa  ftamlabed  by 
owner. 

Hlreofaame;  ratlona ftamiabed  by  Gorenunent  

Hire  of  e-botse  team,  wagmi,  ana  driver;  mtlona  ftamlabed  by 
owner.  * 

Hlreofaame;  rationa ftaralBhed by Oovemment  , 

Hire  of  laborer;  ratlona  ftimlabed  by  owner  

Hlreofaame;  rattona ftinilahed by Oovemment  

HIT*  of  Mune ;  rations  and  clothing  fnmUhed  by  owner  

Hire  of  lame;  rat  ion  a  and  clothing  mrnlahed  by  Government  

Hire  of  teamttler;  ratlona  furaiehed  by  Government   

Hire  of  laborer;  clothing  a«d  ratlona  ftimished  by  Government  

Hlreof  oz-eart,  team,  and  driver;  rattuna /amUbed  by  owner  

Hire  of  aama;  rationa  fbznlahed  oj  Govamment  


Per  100  pounds — 
Per  M  ponnds  . . . . 
Percwt.  per  mile. 
Per  boanel  per 

mile. 
Per  day  


—.do  

....do  


.do. 

.do. 


 do  

....do  

 do  

Per  month. 

 do  

 do  

Per  year. . . 
PoroM.... 
....do..... 


90.00 

.05 
.08 
.Ot 

10.  M 

ft.  00 
1X00 

0.S0 
10.00 

8.00 
5.00 
3.60 
100.00 
75.00 
75.00 
900.00 
10.00 
6.00 


BEVmON  or  TBB  SOHSDULKS  OF  FKBSCABT  AND  HARCH  LAST. 

Since  the  adoption  of  onr  schednlesfor  the  months  of  February  and  March  last 
tiie  finan<dal  bills  passed  by  Congress,  taxing  the  currency,  have  seriously  impaired 
I3xe  value  of  the  old  issues  of  Confederate  Treasary  notes.  At  this  jonctnre  large 
numbers  of  horses  and  moles  were  impressed  and  paid  for  in  a  currency  which 
was  a  few  days  thereafter  to  be  taxed  38^  per  cent. 

The  Board  of  State  Commissioners  having  adjourned,  and  one  of  its  members 
being  out  of  the  State,  it  could  not  be  convened  m  time  to  review  our  scheduleof 
prices.  Under  this  state  of  facts  we  have  re-examined  and  rearranged  our  tariff 
of  prices,  bo  far  as  we  have  been  advised  of  recent  impressments,  proposing,  in 
this  mode,  to  remedy  any  diminution  of  valnalaon  which  may  have  resiuted  from 
the  action  ot  Congress  upon  the  currency.  Thwefore  we  assess  iiie  avOTfu:e 
value  of  artillery  or  wagon  horses  or  mules,  impressed  since  the  passage  of  the 
cnnency  bill  of  the  17th  of  Febmary  last,  at  $600.  This  award  will  entitle  each 
person  to  receive  higher  compensation  accordingly  as  each  horse  or  mule  recently 
impressed  may  be  considered  as  bein^  a  firbt,  second,  or  third  class  artillerjr  or 
wagon  horse  or  mule,  whether  the  parties  appeal  to  our  Board  or  not ;  and  the  im- 
pressing officers  and  agents  should  forthwith  call  on  all  those  personsof  whom  they 
impressed  horses  or  mules  and  propose  a  settlement  on  the  foregoing  basis,  but 
allowing  to  each  person  only  such  prices  as  first,  8ec<nid,  or  third  class  artillery 
or  wagon  horses  or  mules  may  have  been  estimated  at  by  the  local  or  county 
appraisers,  assuming  onr  average  appraisement  of  $600  as  a  fair  medium  of  valua- 
tion. This,  then,  would  allow  a  maximnm  price  of  $800,  and  a  minimum  price  of 
$400,  making  SOOO  the  average  price — thus  allowing  more  for  first-class  horses  or 
mules,  and  proportionately  less  for  the  inferior,  as  they  may  fall  below  the  grade 
of  first  class.  The  county  appraisement  will  be  the  guide  in  making  these  set- 
tlements, bat  within  the  limits  of  onr  maximnm  price  of  $800  and  our  minimaji 
price  of  $400.  llils  plan,  perhaps,  would  be  mast  satisfactory  to  the  people,  for 
whatever  price  the  connty  appraisers  agreed  upon  should  be  deemed  fair  within 
the  range  of  onr  minimum  price  of  $400  and  oar  maximum  price  of  $800,  payment 
of  whatever  amount  awarded  to  be  made  in  the  new  issues  of  Treasury  notes. 

The  impressing  officers  in  those  instances  where  there  were  no  arbitrators  or 
local  appraisements  for  horses  or  mules  impressed  should  in  -all  such  caseb  them- 
selves re-estimate  the  value  of  horses  or  mules  thus  impressed,  and  allow  in  each 
case  such  additional  compensation  as  would,  within  the  limits  of  our  schedule 
rates,  appear  just  and  pn^er.  But  if.  after  this  revaluation  and  settlement,  any 
person  should  not  be  satisfied,  the  party  could  then  appeal  to  our  Board  and  have 
the  case  reconsidered. 

All  appeals  and  commanications  should  be  addressed,  post-paid,  Mr.  D.  K. 
Wbitaker,  secretary  of  the  Board,  box  90S,  Richmondpost-oflOce,  Va.,  and  who 
mi^  be  consulted  at  his  office  in  the  department  of  the  QiurtenuastOT-Oeneral. 
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The  next  meeting  of  the  Board  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  the  31st  day  of  Janu- 
ary next. 

E.  W.  HUBARD, 
BOBT.  GIBBONET. 
CommUntmert  for  Virginia. 

By  oommand  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
AssisiaTii  Ac^iUantrQeneral. 


Confederate  States  op  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond^  Fa.,  December  SI,  1864. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adyuiard  arwi  Inspector  General: 

General:  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  inform  you 
that  the  Senate  has  adopted  in  secret  session  a  resolution  inquiring  as 
to  the  condition  of  the  Army  and  the  probability  of  recruiting  the 
same,  and  to  request  that  you  will  confer  with  him  at  once  relative 
to  the  response  to  be  made.  It  is  important  that  the  information 
should  be  furnished  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  E.  SHEPHERD. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

War  Department,  Ordnance  Bureau, 

Richmond,  December  SI,  IS64. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Sbcreiary  of  War: 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  for  information  as  to  the  means  of 
supplying  munitions  of  war,  confining  the  answer  to  the  munitions** 
furnished  by  this  Bureau  to  the  cis-MissiSsippi,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state,  first,  as  to  arms:  There  are  enongh  arms  on  hand  of  a  mixed 
character — that  is,  arms  most  of  which  are  not  as  good  as  those  now  in 
the  hands  of  troops  in  the  field — to  arm  and  equip  somj  additional 
force.  The  returns  of  November,  1864,  showed  on  hand  at  the 
various  arsenals  and  deiwts: 

Rifles  of  caliber  .58   3,882 

Bifles  of  caliber  .54   2,759 

Smooth-bore  moskete  .69   8, 664 

Smooth-bore  musketa  .75    638 

All  other  infantry  arms  _  10,501 

Carbines   2,596 

This  amount  can  be  probably  increased  by  10,000  or  12,000  by  a  vig- 
orous system  of  collecting  the  arms  scattered  about  through  the 
country. 

importations. 

We  have  hitherto  had  no  difficulty  in  importing  arms  through  the 
blockaded  sea-ports.   The  total  Importations  for  the  year  have  been : ' 

RifloB   39,798 

PiBtolB   1.716 

Carbines   4,740 

The  want  of  funds  necessary  to  purchase  has  greatly  limited  the 
importatidns  of  the  expiring  year.  There  are  prol^bly  not  more  than 
10,000  or  12,000  on  the  islands  awaiting  shipment. 
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MANUFACTURED. 

The  number  of  arms  manufactured  and  made  up  of  parts  derived 
from  capture  and  other  sources  for  the  year  ending  November  30, 
1864,  were: 

Rifles,  caliber  .68  -   12,778 

Carbinea   5,854 

PistolB   S,858 

There  ia  machinery  enough  under  the  control  of  this  Bureau  to 
xnanufactoro  56,000  riflea  and  carbines  per  annum,  provided  a  suf&- 

cient  mechanical  force  be  employed  as  follows: 


Anoory. 


°9 

II 

li 

3S.000 

450 

10,000 

250 

4,000 

125 

10.000 

250 

ae.ooo 

190 

69,000 

1,225 

Richmond  

Fftyetteville  ... 
Colombia,  S.C  . 
Atheoa, Ga .... 
TUlMsee,  AU. . 

Total.... 


a  Carbioes. 

The  proviso  is  the  workmen,  and  these  must  be  permanently  attached 
to  thc«e  establishments  and  excused  from  the  performance  of  all  mil- 
itary duties,  except  perhaps  local  guard  duty.  The  number  actually 
employed  is  about  425,  about  300  less  than  were  employed,  say  twelve 
months  since.  Defection  from  service  in  the  local  forces  and  losses 
on  the  battle-field  have  thus  greatly  reduced  our  force  of  workmen. 

By  General  Orders,  No.  82,  over  700  men  were  placed  in  the  ranks; 
of  these  perhaps  one-half  were  competent  mechanics,  many  of  them 
valuable  for  the  service  of  the  armories.  The  product  could  not  at 
once  be  raised  to  the  maximum  figures  above  indicated,  but  could, 
with  the  800  additional  workmen,  be  so  raised,  allowing  for  the  time 
it  would  take  to  teach  and  organize  them. 

For  our  cavalry  arms  we  have  chiefly  to  rely  on  importations, 
although  pistols  are  being  made  at  several  points  with  success. 
Want  of  workmen  alone  prevents  additional  results.  Sabers  can  be 
produced  in  sufficient  numbers,  and  of  pretty  good  quality,  by  the 
detail  of  a  very  few  workmen  from  the  field. 

POWDBB. 

The  manufacturing  capacity  at  the  disposal  of  the  Bureau  is  ample 
for  all  purposes,  viz: 

Ponuda. 

Augusta  mills  per  day. .  5, 000 

Selma  mills    do   600 

Raleigh  mills  do   600 

Richmond  mills  (in  a  few  wedn)  ,  do  l.fiOO 

Total  7,600 

There  is,  besides,  a  private  mill  at  Cliarlotte,  N.  C,  and  an  excel- 
lent mill  belonging  to  the  Navy  Department  at  Columbia,  S.  C.  The 
products  could  be  nearly  doubled  by  running  the  mills  day  and  night. 
The  qnantity  of  small-arm  ammunition  in  the  hands  of  troops  in  the 
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field  is  about  eighty  to  ninety  rounds  to  the  man.  The  most  obsti- 
nate and  protracted  battles,  such  as  Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg, 
exhibit  an  expenditure  of  abont  twenty-five  rounds  per  nuui  for  the 
former  battle,  and  about  thirty  rounds  per  man  for  the  latter. 

The  quantity  of  small-arm  ammnnition  on  hand  at  the  several 
arsenals  and  depots  shows  an  aggregate  of  5,376,034  small-arm  car- 
tridges on  the  12th  of  November.  There  are  50,480  rounds  of  si^e 
and  sea-coast  projectiles,  and  133,962  rounds  of  field-artillery  ammu- 
nition on  hand  same  date.  No  uneasiness  is  felt  on  this  head,  pro- 
vided the  supply  of  powder  (dependent  on  saltpeter)  is  kept  up.  As 
to  the  meaus  of  keeping  up  the  supply  of  saltpeter  and  the  data  in 
reference  to  production  and  importation,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to 
the  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau. 

LEAD. 

The  supply  of  lead  is  derived  from  importation  and  the  Wythe- 
ville  lead  mines.  The  other  mines  are  insignificant,  though  the  whole 
mineral  region  has  been  explored.  Should  Wilmington  be  closed  and 
the  Wytheville  mines  captured  the  Army  could  not  be  supplied  with 
ammunition  on  the  present  scale;  though  the  Bureau  would  not  even 
then  despair  of  opening  avenues  of  supply  for  a  reduced  scale  of 
operations. 

OTHER  SUPPLIES. 

Copper,  steel,  Ac. :  These  articles  must  be  obtained  chiefly  from 
abroad,  and  the  stock  on  hand  is  very  small.  The  Bureau  is  con- 
stantly making  substitutes  of  iron  in  every  possible  way  to  diminish 

the  consumption  and  eke  out  the  supply. 

Leather  must  be  imported  to  some  extent  by  this  Bureau,  as  it  has 
yielded  its  claim  on  hides  obtained  from  the  Army  to  the  Quarter- 
master's Department,  in  order  that  the  soldiers  may  be  shod.  While 
the  supply  is  scant,  there  is  no  absolute  deficiency  of  material.  There 
i^  however,  a  deficiency  of  accouterments  very  damping  to  ammu- 
nition, because  workmen  were  taken  from  their  benches  to  fill  the 
trenches  about  Richmond,  and  are  in  part  still  detained  there.  The 
chief  detriment  the  operations  of  the  Bureau  have  had  has  arisen 
from  interference  with  its  workmen  for  military  purposes. 

J.  QORGAS. 
Brigadier-  Oenerol  and  Chief  of  Ordnance, 


Statement  of  funds  expended  and  required  for  the  support  of  the  eonmript  aerviee 
to  Slat  day  of  December,  1864. 


Statw. 

Amount 
drawn. 

BaUnee 
on  hutd. 

Amoont 
rsqnind. 

TouU 
amonnt. 

t58,730  00 
3M.  000.00 
lU,  ^.52 
127. 288  21 
118, 144  00 

27.700.00 
20.1.500.00 
2(W,000.00 
420.000.00 

87.384.00 

•58. 730. 00 
Z33.,ltl.  19 
174. 224.  OS 
m.  2(18. 21 
118. 144.00 
S7,70ti00 
145,500.00 
286.000.00 
538.000.00 

9»ew.oo 

8146,886.81 

830.000.00 
39,3H.K1 
60,000.00 

42.000.00 

118.000.00 
1L844.00 

1,783, 685.73  |  148,888.81 

801,038.53 

GEO.  F.  MAYNARD, 

Major  and  Quarterma^ef. 
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Consolidated  abstract  from  returns  of  the  Confederate  Army  on  or  about  Decem- 
ber SI,  1884- 

[CunpOed  tnaa  sooh  retnnw  m  ara  on  Ills  in  the  War  Departmant.] 


OonuBaiid. 

Present 

Officers. 

338 

373 
423 
74« 

1.795 
1,381 

98 

2, 132 

6r  du^. 
Hen. 

Aggre- 
ipOe 
preeent. 

Aggie- 
gate 

present 
and 

absMit. 

Dataer 
reknm. 

I>epartinent  of  Western  Virginia  and  Kaat 
ToDueaeee  (BreGkinridze). 

ITepartment  of  South  OaroUnft,  Oeo^U.  and 

Florida  (Hardee). 
Wheeler's  cavalry  dlTlalon  In  South  Carolina. . 

I3epurtmeDtof  Alabama,  Mlaatulppl,  and  Bast 

Louisiana  (Taylor). 
'Weatern  Distriotof  North  CaroUna  (Martin) . . 
Tnma-Mlsaiaaip]^  Department^  (K.  K.8mttb> . 

00,334  1     71,  SM 
3,062  ;  3.782 

4.SB5  6.058 
0.827  1  7,530 
11.800  14.680 

4,  BIS        6, 356 
16,913  25.053 
10,459  15,592 

1.216  1  1,448 
28,107  1  43,051 

150,373 
7,138 

10,001 
11,916 
21,078 

«,M4 

77,366 
82,148 

2.226 

74,  sn 

Deo.  3I.1WI1 
Not.  10. 1S64 

Deo.  80.1864 
Jan.  31,  UW 
Not.  30,1064 

Jan.  2,1805 
Jan.  20,1806 
Deo.  1,1864 

Dec  18.1804 
Deo.  ^1,1804 

7,279 

117,681  IM,0M 

400,7^7 

a  Including  the  Valley  Dlatilot,  under  Early.  The  offloers  and  men  are  not  reported  separately 
nnder  the  head  of  "preeent  for  daty." 

b  Lees  Hoke's  division,  already  accounted  for  In  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  Deoambw  31, 1884, 
'withanaggregate"preseut«naabseut"of  11,891. 

«  Sxclnure  of  Forreat'e  cavalry,  not  reported. 

dWith  Incomplete  retuma  ftom  Chnrcnlll's  and  Parsons' dlTislims,  and  no  retoma  ttom  Uarma- 
dake'a  and  VMgai*'*  ^vialona.  The  Utter  two  dtvlalons  were  eetlmated  at  about  8,500  dbotlTe. 


C.  S.  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau. — Iron  retuj^from  January  2, 1S6S,  to  January 

1,  1865. 


State.  . 

Forceemployed. 

RetumBof  Iron  recdred  by  bureaaofBoers  (In  tons) . 

White. 

Reeeipta  during  first,  seoond.  third,  and  fourth 
quartern.  1884. 

j 

3 

IB 

g 

u 

a 

1 

s 
s 
« 

10 

■0 

a 
1. 

S 
ef 

M 

o 

"13 

M 

n 

Rolled  (2,000 
poanda). 

ii 

«  B 

s 

» 

o 
a 
o 

w 

"■0 
M 

CO 

o 

•s 

at 

o 

« 

W 

3 

761 
227 
83 
322 

941 
448 
166 

Z.2S2 

2.388.0 
716.0 
20.0 
4,866.0 

143.3 
407.5 

348.4 
71.0 
150.0 
1, 047. 7 

S17.3 
107.0 

1 

South  Carollnab  

Alabama^  

68 

22.0 

7.0 

209 

43.4 

8.0 

40.0 

Total  

.... 

8,034.2 

672.8 

1,626.0 

371.0 

1  1  465.8 

a  A.  large  portion  of  the  Virginia  conscript  force  was  for  a  long  time  In  the  UnM  oflheenemy,  being 
cot  off  by  their  advance  down  the  Valley  while  the  famaoea  were  In  blaat.  Ten  of  the  farnaoee  hav> 
Ing  been  burned,  maoh  of  thia  force  la  still  empltved  In  the  work  of  rebuilding. 

6  No  returns  from  Soath  Carolina  and  Alabama  for  the  foarth  quarter  owing  to  the  Intermptiona  of 

communication. 

eOeorgiaworksdeatroypdby  tbeenemy.  The  railroad  tracksbelng  taken  op  iinder  General  Beaure- 
gard's order,  the  work  or  rebuilding  ia  prevented, 
difo  yield  in  Tennessee  in  (ha  last  quarter,  the  entire  force  having  been  kept  in  the  field. 
•Betonu  not  raoelted.  Two  ftunaoes  in  Idaat. 
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C.  S.  NUer  and  Mining  Bureau.— Iron  return  from  Januarj/ 1,  ISGS,  to  Jamutrj^ 

1,  iS6;5— ContiDued. 


Steto. 


Tirglnlaa  

North  Car^tu  

South  Carolfaiftft  ... 

AUbuiub  

OeorgUa  

IflMft-lppi  

TonimssMd  

TniM*HlaaiHlpjU«. 


ToUl. 


Botania  of  Iran  rwalrcd  by  bnrewi  olBMn  (fa  tou). 


Total  raeelpta  ta  d«te. 


8,020.5 
1,023.0 
30.0 
10,230.1 


245.0 


U,538.« 


418.4 
M2.S 


32.0 


1,1SS.0 


2,139.0 
71.0 

190.0 
2,124.7 

485.4 


S.fl 


4,979.4 


^'1 


225.4 
102.8 


7.4 


26.2 


40.0 


45«.3 


7.4 


l,a76L2 


a  A  Iwge  pwtioD  of  Uw  TirgliiU  ooDHript  force  wm  tVe  m  \aag  tine  In  tbe  IImb  of  the  enemy.  Mas 
ont  off  by  tnelr  advsnee  Aown  the  Valley  while  the  furnues  wera  In  Uwu.  Ten  of  thn  flimeo—  bav> 
ing  been  banied,  much  of  tlils  foroe  i«  alill  emplojed  In  the  work  of  rabnlldlng. 

SNoTetnrneflrom  Smith  Ckrolln*  and  AlnbMUftmrtbafiinrthqnartsr  owing  to  the  Intofraptlona  of 
commnniraUon. 

a  Oeorgia  worka  deatroved  by  tbe  enemy.  Tho  nUrond  tracks  being  taken  np  nndor  0«noral  Boaure- 
gnrd'a  order,  tbe  work  of  rabuUding  la  ^Tented. 
ilHo  yield  In  Tennearaein  tbelMtqnartor,  tbe  eotiie  fbroe  having  been  kept  In  the  field. 
•  Betona  not  reoelTed.  Two  ftmaoea  In  bUat. 

OTHER  UITALB. 


Uetal. 


Whenoe  obtained  and  remarks. 


QiiMtity. 


Copper . 


Lead. 


Chiedy  from  Dnoktown  minea.  now  hi  Uie  hnnda  of  the  enemy  .. 

OoUeotlona  of  aornp  copper  In  laat  quarter....  

XmpartaSions  to  dale  

Totri  

From  WytherlUe  mlnea.  laat  qnartar  

From  WytheTfUe  mines  and  SilTer  Hill  Utne,  N.  C,  pravioiuly  

Total  to  date  

Trana-Xlsalaalppl  Department  <plg-lead,  ecnp,  and  MexJean,  Inoloded 
with  Arkansas  lead) : 

Hetnraa  mi  to  Ueptember  80 only  

Sorqt  lean  oolleoied  

Total  amount  prodnced  tn  Gonfederato  Sutea  

Imported  18,353  pigs  and  7,450  bars  lead,  averaging— plga,  100 
ponnds;  bars,  10  poanda. 

Total  


PatOMtf. 
74S.80L0 
».33aLe 
91,208.7 


8!8,S«9L7 


226,860.0 
1,  010. 384.0 


l,8S6,«M.O 


900,587.0 
058,820.0 


2. 885, 531. 0 
1,009.800.0 


4.796,831.0 


Zinc. — Furnace  was  in  operation  at  Petersburg;  work  suspended 
because  of  proximity  of  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  the  weather  moderates 
the  works  will  again  be  put  in  operation  In  North  Carolina.  Collec- 
tions of  scrap  zinc  are  meanwhile  conducted  throughout  the  country. 

Sulphur. — The  sulphur  supply  still  holds  out,  but  to  guard  against 
fire  and  other  contingencies  sulphur  furnaces  have  been  established 
and  preparations  made  to  bring  the  production  np  to  20,000  pounds 
per  month. 
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'  Sulphuric  acid. — Sulphuric  acid  chambers  are  in  operation  at  Char- 
lotte, K.  0.,  with  average  yield  of  from  4,000  to  5,000  pounds  per 
month. 
BespeetfuUy  submitted. 

RICHARD  MORTON, 
lAeuienant-  Colonel  and  Acting  Chief  of  Bureau. 


HsADQUAinrBBS  Gboroia  Rbsbsvbs  and 

MiLiTAST  District  of  Gborgia, 

Mcuxmj  On.  J  January  2j  1865. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.: 

1  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  letters  from  your  Department  of  the 
27th  of  October  (No.  1645),  and  19th  of  December  last  (No.  1965),  on 
the  subject  of  the  authority  granted  by  me  to  Col.  J.  A.  Glenn  to  raise 
a  brigade  of  mounted  men  for  the  reserve  force  of  this  State.  When 
the  letter  of  the  27th  of  October  was  received  the  original  paper  was  in 
the  hands  of  Colonel  Glenn,  and  he  was  immediately  called  upon  to 
return  it  to  these  headquarters.  He  did  not  return  it,  however,  until 
Sherman's  army  was  on  the  march  from  Atlanta  to  this  place.  At 
the  time  I  was  in  the  field  with  the  troops.  All  the  papers  of  my 
office  (in  anticipation  of  an  attack  on  this  place)  were  put  up  for 
safety,  and  the  accumulation  was  such  that  I  have  been  able  only 
recently  to  give  my  attention  to  those  thus  laid  aside.  This  nill 
account  for  the  delay  in  answering  your  first  letter.  The  second 
(of  the  19th  of  December)  has  just  reached  me.  Inclosed  you  will  find 
the  original  application  of  Colonel  Glenn,  with  the  indorsement  made 
by  my  authority.  This  is  the  only  authority  granted  by  me,  and  con- 
stitutes all  my  action  on  the  subject,  except  my  refusal  to  allow  my 
companies  or  other  organizations  to  go  into  camp  until  the  minimum 
number  required  by  law  should  be  reported  on  the  muster-roll,  and 
the  additioniU  injunction  that  none  would  be  permitted  to  join  any 
company  who  were  liable  to  conscription,  or  who  were  deserters  or 
absentees  from  other  commands.  When  the  movement  of  Sherman 
from  Atlanta  became  evident  I  consented  that  he  should  collect  his 
men  at  Athens,  and  allowed  him  a  limited  number  of  days  to  effect 
it.  I  have  ordered  an  inspection  of  the  troops  assembled  at  Athens 
to  be  had  by  one  of  my  staff  of&cers  on  the  16th  of  this  month,  with 
full  instructions  for  purging  the  rolls  and  oi^anizing  whatever  men 
may  be  there  into  proper  commands. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  I  had  no  power  to 
grant  any  authority  beyond  what  is  contained  in  my  indoraement, 
and  that  is  simply  a  statement  that  I  will  receive  such  companies  of 
reserves  and  non-conscripts  as  may  be  offered.  My  object  was  to  get 
as  many  men  into  the  service  as  practicable  from  that  section  of  the 
State— particularly  that  was  then  in  the  occupancy  of  the  enemy.  I 
knew  Colonel  Glenn  by  reputation  as  a  brave  soldier,  but  was  not  at 
the  time  aware  of  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  against  him,  of 
which  I  have  since  heard,  and  which  is  of  file  in  your  Department.  I 
have  endeavored  to  place  before  you  as  succinctly  as  possible  all  the 
facte  within  my  knowledge. 

I  inclose  copies  of  two  letters  addressed  to  Colonel  Glenn  from  this 
office. 

I  am,  very  respectfully  yours,  Ac, 

HOWELL  COBB, 
Mqjor-OenercUt  Commanding. 
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{tisBi  IndorMment.] 

To  Adjutant-General  for  examination  and  report. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary  of  War. 

[Seecmd  indononwnt.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

January  S3,  1865. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  letter  of  Major-General  Cobb  dated  January  2,  1865,  is  in 
answer  to  letters  to  him  from  this  ofSce  asking  vhat  authority  had 
been  given  to  Jesse  A.  Glenn  to  raise  a  brigade  of  cavalry  from 
Georgia  Reserves.  These  inquiries  were  made  in  accordance  with  the 
indorsement  of  the  Honorable  Secretary  19th  of  October,  1864,  on 
papers  herewith  returned.  It  appears  from  Major-General  Cobb's 
report  that  no  authority  has  been  given  to  Jesse  A.  Glenu  to  raise  the 
proposed  brigade.  A  letter  from  this  office  was  addressed  to  him 
October  27,  1864,  giving  the  iostructions  required  by  the  latter  part 
of  the  Honorable  Secretarj'^s  indorsement.  Major-General  Cobb  states 
that  he  has  ordered  a  careful  iaspection  and  muster  of  the  mounted 
men  raised,  to  take  place  16th  of  January,  1865. 

By  order,  Ac. : 

JNO.  BLAIR  HOGE, 

Assistant  Adjvlard-Qeneral. 

[Third  Indonnmeut.] 

January  27,  1865. 

Adjutant-General  : 

The  late  conduct  of  this  officer  in  breaking  up  a  public  meeting  of 
citizens  in  (Georgia,  assembled  to  instruct  their  representatives,  was 
so  unadvised  and  improper  as  to  make  the  revocation  of  any  informal 
authority  he  may  have  necessary.    So  instruct  General  Cobb. 

J.  A.  S„ 
jSecretary. 

[InolMun  N&  1.] 

GREEN8BOROU6H,  Ga.,  Jun£  27 y  186^. 

His  Excellency  President  Davis, 

Richmond,  Va.: 

Mr.  President:  I  am  satisfied  I  can  raise  a  brigade  of  monnted 
men  from  the  reserves  and  non-conscripts,  if  you  will  grant  me 
authority  to  raise  the  brigade.  I  think  I  can  enlist  most  of  the  men 
in  North  Geoi^ia,  in  rear  of  our  army.  I  respectfully  refer  you  to 
recommendations  in  my  favor  for  promotion  now  in  the  office  of  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JESSE  A.  GLENN. 

LFlnrt  iDdonement.] 

July  18,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred,  by  direction  of  the  President,  to  the  Honor- 
able Secretary  of  War  for  attention. 

J.  C.  IVES, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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[Swmid  IndoneoMiifc.] 

JUI-Y  20,  1864. 

Adjutant-Obnbral  : 

Refer  to  Major-Geueral  Cobb. 
By  order: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

[Third  IndarMment.] 

Adjtttant  akd  Inspector  General's  Office, 

JyZy  2S,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb,  commanding 
reserve  forces  Georgia,  for  consideration  and  snoh  action  as  he  may 
deem  expedient. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  BLAIR  HOGE, 
MagoT  emd  Assi^arU  A^jviant-Cfenercd. 

[TttortlL  induMmenL] 

Headquarters  GsoBaiA  Reserves, 

Macon,  August  6,  I864. 
All  the  cavalry  raised  from  the  material  of  the  reserve  corps  not  in 
companies  now  in  service  will  be  received. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Cobb: 

LAMAR  COBB, 
Mqjor  and  Assisiant  AdjtUarU-Qenercd. 

[XnolosnreNo.  1] 

Hdqrs.  Georgia.  Reserves  and  Mil.  Bist.  of  Georgu, 

Macon,  Oa.,  October  15,  1864. 

Jbssb  a.  Glenn, 

Greensborough,  Oa.: 
Str:  Your  favor  of  the  12th  instant  received,  and  in  rejply  I  am 
directed  by  Major-General  Cobb  to  say  that  he  has  no  authority  to 
issue  rations,  or  order  them  issued  to  you,  until  the  muster-rolLs  of 
your  command  are  forwarded.  As  soon  as  they  are  ready  to  be  mus- 
tered in  he  will  appoint  a  place  for  them  to  rendezvous,  and  then 
rations,  Ac,  will  be  issued.  Men  are  greatly  needed  now,  and  you 
will  hnrry  forward  your  organization. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &g.,  your  obedient  servant, 

LAMAR  COBB, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-Qeneral. 

[Inolratirs  Ko.  S.] 

Hdqrs.  Georoia  Reserves  and  Mil.  Dist.  of  Georgia, 

Macon,  Qu.,  October  S6,  1864. 

Jesse  A.  Glenn, 

Oreenshorough,  Oa.: 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  20th  instant  received,  and  I  am  directed  by  (Jen- 
eral  Cobb  to  say,  in  reply,  that  it  is  impossible  to  furnish  you  with 
moater-rolls  at  present.  You  will  make  out  the  rolls  on  informal 
ones,  and  when  you  rendezvous  your  command  you  can  then  have  the 
proper  ones  furnished  by  the  inspecting  officer.   The  major-general 
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has  been  so  mnch  annoyed  with  companies  below  the  minimtim  num- 
ber that  he  directs  me  to  warn  you  that  he  will  receive  no  companies 
that  do  not  have  the  minimum  number  present  at  the  muster  and 
inspection,  and  those  that  have  not  the  minimum  number  will  be  dis- 
banded and  put  in  other  companies.  The  enlistment  of  deserters  is 
positively  prohibited,  aod  if  presented  will  be  turned  over  to  their 
proper  commands,  if  on  will  rendezvous  your  command  at  as  early  a 
date  as  practicable  at  GrifBn,  6a. ;  direct  them  to  rendezvous  as  com- 
panies and  not  individually.  There  have  been  a  good  many  com- 
plaints in  regard  to  men  reprinting  themselves  as  belonging  to 
Colonel  Bryan's  regiment.  You  will  see  that  tiiis  is  rectified. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  Ac,  your  obedient  servant, 

LABIAR  COBB, 
Mqjor  and  AssuAant  A^jtUarU-Qenered, 


Confederate  States  of  Akebioa,  War  Depabthent, 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  S,  1865. 

Hon.  J.  S.  Dickinson, 

Member  of  Congress: 

Sir:  I  have  examined  the  joint  resolution  of  the  Congress  Bnbmit- 
ted  by  you  to  this  Department.  By  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  1, 
1863,  certain  persons  were  exempted  as  overseers  for  the  police  and 
management  of  slaves  on  each  farm  or  plantaticm,  the  sole  property 
of  a  minor,  a  person  of  unsound  mind,  a  femme  sole,  or  person  a^3eeia% 
in  the  military  service  of  th«  Confederacy  on  which  there  are  twenty 
or  more  slaves.  One  of  the  conditions  was  that  the  sum  of  $500 
should  be  paid  annually  during  the  exemption  by  the  owners  of  the 
slaves  for  the  persons  so  exempted.  The  tenth  section  of  the  military 
act  of  17th  of  February  last  provided  that  all  laws  granting  exemp- 
tions from  military  service  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed  and 
hereafter  none  shall  be  exempted  except  those  mentioned  in  that  act. 
The  first  section  of  the  act  provides  that  all  persons  between  the  ages 
of  seventeen  and  fifty  (white  men  and  residents)  shall  be  in  the  mili- 
tary service  for  the  war. 

No  provision  was  made  iu  this  act  for  the  overseers  who  had  been 
exempt  under  the  act  of  May  1,  1863.  This  Department  decided 
that  under  the  military  act  of  17th  of  February  last  the  exemption 
in  favor  of  overseei's  could  no  longer  be  claimed.  It  directed  that  in 
making  of  details  for  agricultural  purposes  the  fact  that  an  over^ 
seer  had  been  employed  and  the  tax  paid  should  be  considered  as  an 
equitable  circumstance,  and  if  the  plantation  or  farm  on  which  he  was 
provided  a  surplus,  that  he  might  be  detailed  for  dnty  as  an  agricul- 
turist. In  some  cases  it  has  granted  a  furlough  to  the  overseer  till 
the  expiration  of  his  term. 

The  confusion  that  has  been  produced  arises  from  the  fact  tliat 
many  of  the  persona  wlio  paid  the  tax  paid  it  in  the  latter  part  of 
1863,  or  early  in  1864,  and  they  claim  exemption  from  the  date  of  this 
payment.  But  it  is  to  be  observed  that  in  the  most  of  these  cases 
practically  the  exemption  was  operative  from  the  date  of  the  act  of 
May,  1863,  and  only  the  payment  deferred.  The  Conscription  Bureau 
should  have  prescribed  that  the  payment  was  for  an  exemption  from 
1st  of  May,  1863,  to  1st  of  May,  1864. 

No  case  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Department  in  which 
more  than  one  tax  of  $500  has  been  paid  by  any  overseer.   The  nnm- 
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ber  of  cases  in  which  overseers  have  been  placed  in  service  between 
17th  of  February,  1864,  and  Ist  of  May,  1864,  is  not  believed  to  be 
^freat.  The  only  claim  that  the  owner  has  is  for  a  ratable  proportion 
of  the  1500.  The  services  of  the  overseer  were  rated  at  $€00,  and  the 
measure  of  the  damage  is  the  loss  of  a  part  of  that  sum  in  the 
removal  of  the  overseer.  I  see  no  just  ground  for  the  cancellation  of 
the  bonds  under  th&act  of  17th  of  February,  1864. 
Vvy  respectfully, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


[Janttabt  3,  1865. — For  Davis  to  Seddon,  in  relation  to  recruiting 
in  Korth  Carolina  west  of  the  Bine  Ridge,  see  Series  I,  YoL  XL VI, 
Part  U,  p.  1005.] 


[  Jaiotabt  3,  1865. — For  Cooper  to  Seddon,  in  regard  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Army  and  the  probabilities  of  its  being  recruited,  see  Series 
I,  VoL  XLVI,  Part  II,  p.  1007.] 


Meridian,  Miss.,  January  4, 1866, 

Hon.  Jbffbbbok  Davis: 

Dear  Sir:  You  apx>ointed  me  the  presiding  judge  of  a  military 
court  designed  for  Major-Greneral  Lee*s  cavalry  division,  then  in  this 
State.  Previous  to  the  oi^anization  of  the  court  the  larger  portion  of 
that  cavalry  had  been  transferred  to  the  Army  of  Tennessee.  My 
court  was  retained  by  the  then  commanding  general  in  Mississippi. 
Since  that  time  there  has  been  devolved  upon  it  the  general  business 
of  the  department.  The  position  is  anomalous,  and  I  ask  that  you 
give  it  more  definiteness.  There  is  no  department  court  in  the  depart- 
ment that  I  know  of,  and  I  request  that  you  appoint  the  conrt  of 
which  I  am  jndge  to  the  duties  of  that  position.  (Act  May  1,  1863.) 
If  there  is  any  objection  to  the  granting  of  this  request,  of  which  I  am 
not  advised,  then  I  request  that  the  court  be  appointed  for  the  State 
of  Mississippi  under  act  of  February  16,  1864.  The  public  interest 
cannot  be  injured  by  a  definite  appointment  to  do  what  the  court  is 
already  irregularly  performing.  It  is  not  without  question  whether 
the  court  under  its  present  status  can  legally  try  cases  originating  in 
the  general  operations  of  the  department.  Again,  consistently  with 
the  duties  of  my  position,  I  desire  to  remain  during  the  ensuing  year 
in  Mississippi  to  assist,  as  far  as  I  can,  in  strengthening  the  spirits  of 
our  people  under  the  deep  despondency  which  has  settled  upon  them 
since  our  late  reverses.  You  can  hardly  magnify  their  gloomy  condi- 
tion. I  solicit  yonr  attention  to  the  above  requests 
Yours,  truly, 

JAMES  PHELAN. 

[Flnt  IndorHawnt.] 

V  January  21,  1865. 

Adjutant-General  for  remarks. 

J.  D. 
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[Seoond  indonement.} 

Fbbruaby  9,  1865. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  President. 

I  can  see  no  objection  to  the  temporary  assignment  of  this  court  for 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  under  all  the  circumstances  I  recommend 
such  assignment. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  (^neral. 

[TUid  imdonaarat.] 

•         FEBBUABY  10,  1865. 

Adjutant-General: 

Is  not  the  cavalry  corps  formerly  commanded  by  General  Lee  now 
in  Mississippi  under  General  Taylor?  It  seems  to  me  better  to  assign 
the  court  either  to  General  Taylor's  corps  or  to  the  division  of  cavalry 
in  Mississippi  rather  than  to  make  a  temporary  assignment. 

J.  D. 


Richmond,  Va.,  January  5,  JS6S. 
The  House  of  Repbbsentativbs: 

In  response  to  your  resolution  of  the  2d  ultimo,  relative  to  the 
impressment  of  slaves,  I  herewith  transmit  a  commnnication  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  which  conveys  all  the  information  I  have  on 
the  subject. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

[Incloanre.] 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Depabtment, 

Richmondf  December  SO^  186J^ 
The  President  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
relative  to  the  impressment  of  slaves,  adopted  on  the  2d  instant,  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed. 

The  superintendent  of  conscription,  to  whom  the  resolution  was 
sent  for  report,  furnishes  in  his  reply  copies  of  the  orders  issued  by 
him  on  that  subject,  but  states  he  is  not  in  possession  of  the  informa- 
tion demanded.  Major-General  Kemper,  commanding  the  reserves, 
also  makes  a  report  as  to  the  impressment  of  slaves  in  Virginia. 
Copies  of  both  these  letters  are  herewith  transmitted,  and  furnish  all 
the  information  at  the  command  of  this  Department. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary 'of  War. 

[Sab-lnchMureNo.  1.] 

Confederate  States  of  America,  Executive  Office, 

Richmmidt  Fa.,  December  5,  186^. 
Honorable  Secbetary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  by  direction  of  the  President,  to  forwai-d  for 
your  attention  and  the  proper  action  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  2d  instant,  as  follows: 

'  RESOLUTION. 

iiesoItKd,  That  the  Preaidrakt  be  directed  to  inform  this  House  whether  at  thia 
time  there  are  in  the  employment  of  the  Confederate  States  slaves  impressed 
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exceeding  one  in  five  of  the  male  slaves  between  the  a^^  of  eighteen  and  f ort^* 
five  of  one  owner,  and  whether  an^  slaves  have  been  impressed  and  are  now  in 
service  on  a  basis  of  calculation  inclading  female  slaves  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  forty-five ;  and  if  saoh  impreesments  have  been  made,  hr  what  . 
authority  it  has  been  done,  and  whether  the  credit  directed  to  be  allowed  in  t^ie 
impressment  of  daves  1^  the  ivorisionB  of  the  act  of  February  17, 18M,  has  been 
allowed.^ 

Very  reBpeotfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

BURTON  N.  HARRISON, 

Private  Secr^ry. 

[Fint  indonement.) 

December  16,  1864. 

Major-General  Kbmpeb: 
Furnish  as  complete  an  answer  as  possible  to  this  resolution. 
By  order: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

[Second  IndorMment 

Headquarters  Reserve  Forces  op  Virginia, 

December  J9,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned,  inviting  attention  to  inclosed  report.  * 

J.  L.  KEMPER, 

Mqjor-Oeneral. 

[SabJnclonue  Ho.  S.] 

Hbadquabtebs  Reserve  Forces  of  Vibgixia, 

December  19,  1864. 

Ctoneral  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 
General:  In  compliance  with  the  inclosed  order  of  the  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War,  dated  the  16th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  the  impressment  of  slaves  in  Virginia  for  twelve  months*  service 
has  been  conducted  in  strict  conformity  to  the  inclosed  circnlar  letter 
(marked  A) — that  is  to,  say,  the  impressment  has  been  apportioned 
ratably  among  all  the  slave-holders  of  each  county  so  as  to  charge 
each  slave-holder  with  the  same  proportion  of  his  male  slaves  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  capable  of  performing  ordi- 
nary labor,  but  in  no  case  has  any  one  pereon  contributed  more  than 
one  out  of  five  male  slaves  between  the  ages  specified.  It  is  true 
that  by  an  error  the  impressment  was  begun  in  two  counties  of  the 
State  on  a  basis  of  calculation  which  included  female  slaves  within 
the  ages  specified,  but  the  error  was  promptly  corrected,  and  the 
slaves  thus  improperly  impressed  were  all  released  and  restored  to 
their  owners. 

I  have  the  honorto  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L,  KEMPER, 

M<yor-Qener(d. 

A> 

Circulae  Letter.]  Conscript  Office, 

Richmond,  Odoher  — ,  1864. 

2b  , 

Enrolling  Officer j  County: 

Circular  No.  70,  from  this  office,  is  hereby  revoked  and  the  follow- 
ing is  the  apportionment  of  slaves  to  be  taken  from  your  county, 

*  "Next,  jpoat. 
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under  the  provisions  of  Circular  No.  69,  Conscript  Office,  cnrrent 
series.   Circnlar  No.  69,  Conscript  Office,  current  series,  is  in  fall 

force. 


SliTO. 

This  reqiiisition  will  be  apportioned  ratably  among  all  the  slave* 
holders  in  your  county,  so  as  to  charge  each  slave-holder  with  the 
same  proportion  of  his  male  slaves  between  the  af^&B  specified  capa- 
ble of  periorming  ordinary  labor,  bat  in  no  case  will  ttids  reqoisitdon 
take  more  than  one  out  of  five  male  slaves  between  the  ages  specified 
from  any  one  person.  Care  shonld  be  taken  that  the  slave  Impressed  is 
able-bodied.  These  slaves  mast  be  collated  and  forwarded  with  the 
utmost  possible  expedition. 

You  will  cause  the  advisory  board  of  your  county  to  use  extraordi- 
naiy  diligence  in  the  collection  of  these  n^^roes,  and  forwarding  them 
to  Capt.  W.  H.  Fry,  adjutant  of  the  post,  at  Camp  Lee,  with  full 
descriptive  list,  giving  the  name  of  owner.  Receipt  should  be  taJi:en 
in  each  case.  It  is  suggested  that  the  commisslonere^  books  be  taken 
as  a  guide. 

By  order  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  C.  Shields: 

LieiUenant  and  Ac^jutanL 

IBnb-taolontnKowS.] 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Was  Department,  BtRSAU  of  Conscription, 

Richmond,  Va.,  December  16, 1864. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secrdary  of  War: 

Sir:  The  following  resolution  of  the  House  of  BepresentativM  has 
been  referred  to  this  Bureau  for  attention.* 
The  Bureau  is  not  in  possession  of  the  information  demanded  by 

this  resolution. 

Only  two  impressments  of  slaves  have  been  made  by  the  direction 

of  this  Bureau. 

The  first  was  under  your  instructions  of  the  21st  of  September, 
ultimo,  for  6,000  slaves  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  service  with 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  for  thirty  days.  The  followin|f 
direction  was  given  to  the  commandant  of  conscripts  for  Virginia, 
by  the  Bureau,  for  the  execution  of  your  order: 

Sbpteicbsr  si. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shields,  to  take  immediate  ete-pe 
for  ccmpliance  with  the  within  order  ot  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  nigency  of 
the  matter,  as  represented  by  General  Lee,  should  cause  the  utmost  promptitade. 
Betom  this  paper  for  the  files  of  this  office. 

The  second  was  under  your  instructions  of  the  24th  of  September, 
ultimo,  to  procure  negroes  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  February  17, 
1864,  authorizing  the  employment  of  free  negroes  and  slaves  in  certain 
capacities,  to  increase  the  efficient  of  the  Army,  tncommunioa^ig 

•Embodied  in  Harrison  to  Secretary  of  War,  p.  9M. 
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these  instrnctions  to  the  eeuerals  of  reserves  the  Btireaa  acoompanied 
them  with  an  order,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

aEFTBHBXR  80. 

QXNBRALB  OF  BSBBRTBS: 

BespectfoUy  referred  •  •  •  to  direct  the  officer  of  conscription  to  proceed 
immeoiately  and  with  vigor  to  the  completion  of  tiie  enrollment  of  the  free 
negroes  in  the  State  nnder  yonr  command,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty, 
and  to  deal  with  them  in  accordance  with  the  instroctionB  herein  contained. 
Enrolling  officers  will  also  be  instructed  to  procure  from  the  owner,  by  contract, 
as  many  of  the  slaves  herein  required  from  yonr  State  as  can  be  obtained  thereby, 
and  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  procure  tiie  deficit  bv  impressment. 
If  the  LegislatnTe  of  yonr  State  lias  passed  any  law  fOT  the  collection  of  ataves  for 
military  service  in  the  Ocmfederate  States,  the  Bnrean  desirea  to  be  immediately 
informed  of  its  provisions.  It  is  desired  that  the  within  instrnctions  and  the  regu- 
lations that  may  be  prepared  by  the  Bnrean  or  the  general  commanding,  &c.,  and 
chaived  with  the  business  of  conaoription  for  their  enforcement,  will  not  be  pub- 
liahed  in  any  newspaper. 

Under  these  orders  no  returns  have  yet  been  made  to  this  Bureau, 
though  repeatedly  called  for  from  the  generals  of  reserves. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  respectful,  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier- Genercd  and  Superintendent 


Qknieral  Obdhrs,  )       Adjt.  and  Tnsp.  General's  Office, 

No.  1.  I  Bichmondj  January  6,  1865. 

I.  Soldiers  furloughed,  who  fail  on  their  return  home  to  report  to 
the  nearest  enrolling  officer,  as  required  by  paragraph  II,  General 
Orders,  No.  141,  1863,  will  forfeit  their  furloughs,  be  arrested  by 
enrolling  officers,  and  returned  to  ilieir  commands  as  absentees  with- 
out leave.  Commanding  officei'S  will  express  this  requirement  and 
penalty  upon  the  face  of  all  furloughs  thus  issued. 

II.  When  extensions  of  leaves  or  furloughs  shall  have  once  been 
recommended,  under  paragraph  II,  General  Ordera,  No.  157,  1863, 
examining  boards  will  not  recommend  further  extensions,  except 
after  a  personal  examination  by  one  of  tjie  Board  of  the  officer  or 
soldier  certified  to  be  incapacitated  for  duty.  Where,  however,  this 
is  impracticable,  the  Board  will  call  on  the  enrolling  officer  of  the 
county,  who  will  make  the  examination  in  person,  or  through  a  sub- 
ordinate, and  report  to  the  Board  the  facts  of  the  case — all  of  which 
will  be  embodied  in  the  certificates  of  recommendation. 

in.  Soldiers  incapacitated  for  active  duty  in  one  arm  of  the  service, 
upon  evidence  ol  such  disability,  may  be  transferred  by  the  general 
commanding  the  army  or  department  to  which  they  belong  to  that 
service  they  prefer  and  for  which  they  are  best  iitted.  Medical  exam- 
ining boards,  before  retiring  or  recommending  for  dischai^e  disabled 
soldiers,  will  consider  the  degree  of  their  disability,  with  the  view  to 
their  transfer  under  this  order. 

IV.  Persons  holding  appointments  as  chaplains  and  drill-masters  in 
the  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate  States,  or  as  cadets  in  the 
C.  S.  Army,  will  report  without  delay  by  letter  to  this  office  their 
present  assignment  to  duty,  and  by  what  authority  they  are  bo 
assigned.  Any  future  chai^  in  their  assignment  will  in  like  manner 
be  rejwrted  by  them. 

y.  Plans  for  hospital  buildings  will  be  submitted,  through  medical 
directors,  for  the  approval  of  the  Surgeon-General. 
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VI.  Commanders  of  amies  and  departments  and  officers  of  the  Con- 
script Bureau  will  not  molest  employ^  of  the  tax-in-kind  service,  the 
officers  of  which  will  be  held  responsible  that  men  between  eighteen 
and  forty-five  years  are  not  employed  therein,  nnl^  they  are  exempt 
or  detailed  because  of  disability. 

yil.  To  prevent  the  loss  from  disease  of  animals  in  the  service, 
cavalry  and  other  private  animals  will  be  included  by  inspectors  of 
field  transportation  in  their  inspections.  They  will  dispofie  of  those 
afFected  with  contagious  diseases,  as  prescribed  by  paragraph  925, 
Army  Regulations.  Those  otherwise  unfit  for  present  semce  will  be 
mustered  out  by  the  inspectors,  or,  as  they  may  elect,  srat  from  tiie 
field,  to  be  recruited  with  the  public  animals.  Commanding  officers 
are  required  to  send  from  their  commands  animals  not  mustered  into 
the  service.  Inspectors  will  reiwrt  all  cases  in  which  this  order  is 
violated. 

VIII.  Generals  commanding  armies  and  departments  will  require 
company  commanders  to  furnish  descriptive  lists  to  soldiers  sent  to 
hospitals. 

IX.  Sick  or  wounded  soldiers  in  hospitals  may  be  paid,  as  hereto- 
fore, four  months'  pay,  if  due,  npon  receipts  supported  by  their  affi- 
davits, but  company  commanders  will  provide  them  with  descriptive 
lists  before  they  leave  their  commands,  if  it  be  possible;  if  otherwise, 
they  will  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable  forward  such  lists  to  the 
surgeon  in  charge  of  the  hospitals  of  which  the  soldiers  may  be 
inmates. 

X.  Articles  of  clothing  issued  during  the  year  to  soldiers  will  be 
stated,  with  the  prices  annexed,  on  company  muster-rolls,  upon  which 
annual  settlements  on  clothing  accounts  are  made. 

XI.  Payment  of  the  bounty  of  $50,  allowed  by  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  December  11,  1861,  will  not  be  paid  to  persons  between 
seventeen  and  fifty  years  subject  to  conscription.  It  will  be  limited 
to  those  not  liable  to  service,  who  enter  the  Army  for  the  war  as  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  or  privates.  All  who  enter  the 
general  service  from  we  reserves  must  do  so  by  transfer,  and  in  no 
case  will  bounty  be  paid  upon  such  transfers  or  enlistments.  ' 

XII.  Quartermastors  performing  duty  exclusively  as  paymasters 
will  be  under  the  control  of  chief  quartermasters  of  armies  or  military 
departments.  They  will  not  be  subject  to  orders  from  other  quarter- 
masters. If  from  any  cause  the  paymaster  of  a  corps  or  division  is 
unable  to  discharge  the  duties  appertaining  to  bis  office,  the  chief 
quartermaster  of  the  army  with  which  such  corps  or  division  may  be 
serving  will  designate  a  quartermaster  or  an  assistant  quartermaster 
to  perform  such  duty  temporarily,  in  which  event  the  name  of  the 
officer  so  assigned  will  be  communicated  to  the  Quartermaster-General. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
A^viard  and  In^aector  GeneraL 


Executive  Office, 
Richmond f  Fit.,  January  6,  X366. 

Hon.  A.  H.  Stbphbks, 

Vice'I^eaident  of  the  Confederate  ^aies:  * 
Sir:  My  recent  illness  and  the  arrearages  of  pressing  business 
resulting  therefrom  have  prevented  an  earlier  answer  to  your  letter 
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of  the  13th  ultimo.  The  letter  is  much  longer  than  seems  necessary 
for  an  answer  to  my  simple  inquiry,  asking  to  be  informed  which  of 
my  acts  yon  referred  to  when  you  stated  in  your  publication  that 
judging  from  my  acts"  you  should  think  I  belonged  to  the  "class** 
who  preferred  Lincoln  to  MoOlellau.  I  find  on  perusal  that  many 
pages  are  occupied  with  an  e^osltion  of  your  views  of  public  policy 
and  of  the  points  of  difference  which  you  suppose  to  exist  between  us 
in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  public  affairs.  You  must  pardon  me  for 
declining  to  enter  into  any  controversy  on  this  subject.  It  does  not 
appear  to  me  to  be  useful  nor  becoming  the  two  highest  executive 
officers  of  the  Government,  eefpecially  when  the  country  is  engaged  in 
a  foreign  war. 

You  confine  yourself  to  '  *  two  points  only  "  in  your  answer.  Neither 
of  them  seems  to  me  to  have  any  bearing  on  the  question  addressed 
to  you.  First,  my  action  in  regard  to  the  case  of  David  F.  Cable." 
Tour  comments  on  this  are  very  strange,  and  your  statement  of  facts 
Imperfect.    I  give  the  facts  in  order  of  date. 

Arail  9  you  wrote  me  on  the  subject  of  Cable.  Your  letter  reached 
me,  I  believe,  on  the  14th.  April  16  General  Bragg  was  instructed 
to  cause  Gable  to  be  exiunined  by  a  discreet  offioer,  and  if  his  stoiy 
vrmi  found  true  to  parole  him  and  send  him  to  you.  April  18  General 
Bragg  issued  an  order  to  Col.  J.  P.  Jones,  assistant  adjutant-general 
at  Charleston,  directing  him  to  send  Captain  Hammond  to  make  the 
examination,  and  if  proper  act  on  the  suggestion  of  sending  him  to 
you.  April  19  I  answered  your  letter,  informing  you  of  what  had 
been  done  and  su^esting  my  doubt  whether  the  representations  of 
this  prisoner  were  true.  April  27,  your  letter  to  me  (received  on  the 
3d  of  May)  you  *^  would  wait  for  Cable  a  few  days,  in  case  he  shall  be 
paroled,"  and  then  start  for  Richmond.  May  7,  your  letter  to  me 
(received  on  21st)  you  learned  from  correspondence  with  Colonel  Per- 
sons, commanding  prisoners'  camp,  that  "there  was  no  prospect  of 
Cable  being  able  to  visit  you  for  some  time,**  and  you  exi>ected  to 
start  for  Richmond  "day  after  to-morrow."  In  the  meantime  Grant 
crossed  the  Rapidan,  the  series  of  terrible  battles  on  which  the  fate  of 
Richmond  depended  were  being  fought;  and  as  you  announced  that 
you  were  on  the  eve  of  starting  for  Richmond,  I  had  no  reason  for 
answering  your  letters,  as  it  was  fair  to  presume  my  answera  would 
not  reach  you.  You,  however,  did  not  come  to  Richmond,  and  did 
net  inform  me  of  your  change  of  purpose.  July  5,  your  letter  to  me, 
received  on  the  16th  of  same  month.  Cable  died  on  the  16th,  but  I 
was  not  aware  of  the  fact.  In  your  letter  you  inclosed  one  from  Cable 
dated  on  21st  of  June,  expressed  surprise  that  he  had  not  been 
examined,  and  urged  "prompt  attention  to  the  case."  .July  16  I 
ordered  inquiry  made  as  to  the  cause  of  the  delay,  and  directed  the 
Secretary  of  War  "to  give  this  matter  attention."  July  20  reiwrt 
received  from  General  Bragg*s  headquarters.  On  inquiry  of  Captain 
Hammond  it  was  learned  that  he  had  never  received  the  order  to 
make  the  examination;  that  the  order  was  presumed  to  have  been 
l<rat  in  the  disturbance  of  mail  communication  by  enemy's  cavalry 
operations.  July  21,  letter  to  you  by  Assistant  Secreta^  of  War, 
explaining  the  miscarriage  of  (General  Bragg's  order,  and  communi- 
cating report  of  Cable's  death. 

In  addition  to  the  above  correspondence  the  following  letters  were 
written  to  you  from  Andersonville :  July  2,  General  Winder,  in 
answer  to  your  letter  to  him  of  27th  of  June,  informed  you  that  the 
examination  had  not  been  made,,  and  said:  "I  will  take  pains  to 
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inform  myself  sa  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Cable,  and  will  endeavor  to 
give  all  the  information  to  you  about  him  that  yon  desire."  July  11 
General  Winder,  in  answer  to  your  letter  of  6th  of  July,  again 
informs  yon  that  the  examination  by  staff  officer  had  not  been  made. 
"I  presume  l^e  momentous  events  transpiring  about  Richmond  have 

Srevented  It.  I  have  taken  some  pains  to  inform  myself  about 
[r.  Cable  and  am  satisfied  that  he  would  be  a  dangerous  man  to  per- 
mit to  go  at  large.  I  could  not  recommend  that  he  be  paroled. "  July 
23  General  Winder  informed  you  that  Cable  *'died  a  few  days  ago." 

The  above  is,  I  believe,  a  sufficient  statement  of  the  facts.  From 
them  it  appears  that  one  of  my  *'acte"  from  which  you  "judge"  that 
I  "preferred  Lincoln  to  McClellail"  was  "my  action"  as  above 
explained,  in  regard  to  a  Yankee  prisoner  who  died  on  the  16th  of 
July,  six  weeks  before  McOlellan  was  nominated  as  a  candidate,  six 
weeks  before  the  platform  of  the  Chicago  Convention  was  framed ,  six 
weeks  before  anybody  knew  what  candidate  it  would  select  or  what 
principles  it  would  announce.    I  make  no  comment  on  this. 

But  I  cannot  leave  this  point  without  remarking  on  the  extraordi- 
nary inferences  yon  are  pleased  to  draw  from  what  I  omitted  to  say 
in  my  letter  to  yon  of  the  19th  of  April,  and  the  still  more  singnk^ 
omission  to  draw  the  natural  inference  from  what  I  did  say.  The 
"  two  things  that  struck  you  strange  "  were  that  I — 

said  not  one  word  either  approTing  or  disapproving  on  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
priety of  having  the  conference  he  (Cable)  8onght,  or  the  nature  or  character  of 
the  assurance  that  should  be  given  him  on  his  being  permitted  to  visit  me.  Not 
a  word  was  said  on  the  pdUcy  indicated  in  mj  letter  ot-onx  aiding  and  encoorae- 
ing  as  far  as  poesiUe  in  bnnging  into  power  at  the  North  a  party  upom  toe 
IHincipiles  stated  in  my  letter.  Yonr  views  upon  this  subject  I  had  requested  in 
view  tiie  probable  conference.  The  other  thing  in  the  letter  that  strnok  me  as 
strange  was  that  you  should  have  thouj^ht  that  any  staff  officer  was  more  soitalde 
or  competent  to  make  an  investigation  mto  the  teatii  of  the  prisoner^  statements 
than  toa  second  officer  in  tlie  Qovermnent. 

To  the  first  of  the  "stran^  things"  I  will  present^  give  answer. 
As  to  the  second,  it  scarcely  seems  possible  that  you  should  take 
umbrage  at  my  not  assigning  to  you  a  duty  which  was  the  appropri- 
ate function  of  a  subordinate  officer  of  the  inspection  service.  You 
wrote  to  me  that  "if  Mr.  Cable's  statement  be  true  (which  might 
be  easily  ascertained),  it  would  be  proper  to  grant  him  a  parole  until 
he  can  be  exchanged."  You  further  said,  "If  he  shall  be  paroled, 
and  it  meets  your  approval,  I  will  invite  him  to  my  house  and  confer 
with  him,"  &c.  It  was  plain  that  you  did  not  know  the  man,  and 
therefore  suggested  that  the  truth  of  his  statements  should  be 
ascertained  before  he  was  paroled,  and  that  he  should  visit  you  for 
conference  after  he  was  paroled.  If  you  had  intimated  any  willing- 
ness to  go  to  the  prison  and  ascertain  the  truth  for  yourself,  you 
might  have  been  assured  by  the  readiness  with  which  I  accepted  yonr 
proposal  to  visit  Mr.  Ltnoolu  that  I  could  have  had  no  possible 
objection;  nor  can  I  suppose  that  you  deem  a  permiraion  from  me 
necessary  to  authorize  you  to  visit  any  Yankee  prisoner  at  his  prison. 
You  certainly  did  not,  from  your  letter,  contemplate  thtit  I  should  do 
so  imprudent  a  thing  as  to  parole  this  man  to  go  at  large  before 
examination  into  his  character  was  had,  nor  did  you  ask  to  see  him 
before  his  parole  was  granted.  This  "strange  thing"  that  you  found 
in  my  letter  of  the  19th  of  April  is  as  unintelligible  to  me  now  as  it 
ever  could  have  appeared  strange  to  you. 

What  I  did  say  was,  "It  so  often  has  happened  that  prisoners  make 
representations  which  do  not  accord  with  the  facts,  and  it  seemed  to 
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me  proper  to  make  an  inquiry  into  the  case  before  action  apon  it." 
The  plain  inference  that  I  took  it  for  granted  yon  would  draw  from 
this  statement  was  that  I  did  not  believe  the  story  of  the  prisoner; 
that  I  suspected  it  to  be  a  trick  to  get  out  of  prison,  and  I  must  con- 
fess ttiat  I  wondered  how  yon  «)uld  attach  any  importance  or  credit 
to  the  tele  of  a  man  who  was  taken  prisoner  witii  the  troops  lhat  had 
been  sent  to  invade  Florida  from  South  Carolina  coast,  and  who,  not- 
withstanding his  being  captured  in  arms,  represented  himself  as  on  a 
mission  from  the  i>eace  party  of  the  Northwest.  The  report  of  Gen- 
eral Winder  shows  that  I  was  not  mistaken  in  my  estimate  of  the 
prisoner,  and  it  was  because  I  did  not  deem  his  tale  at  all  probable, 
sir,  that  I  judged  it  useless  to  enter  into  any  exposition  of  the  proper 
mode  of  treating  with  him  until  the  result  of  the  examination  into  his 
case  was  made  known.  This  is  my  answer,  and  to  the  inferences  that 
yon  draw  from  my  omission  to  repeat  to  you  in  a  private  letter  the 
desire  that  I  had  often  publicly  manifested  for  the  only  peace  which 
we  both  declared  to  be  possible,  namely — peace  with  independence  and 
eternal  separation  from  the  enemies  whom,  I  donbt  not,  we  equcd^ 
desire  to  drive  from  onr  country. 

Tonr  second  "point,"  sir,  may  be  more  summarily  dismissed.  I 
made  a  speech  at  Columbia,  S.  C,  on  the  call  of  the  citizens  early  in 
October  last.  Its  contents  I  do  not  pretend  accurately  to  remember, 
and  I  never  saw  a  report  of  it  until  on  receipt  of  your  letter  I  caused 
search  to  be  made  for  it,  and  it  is  now  before  me  in  the  Charleston 
Mercury  of  the  7th  of  October. 

You  first  say  that  you  judged  I  "preferred  Lincoln  to  McClellan" 
because  in  this  speech  I  opp^ed  the  scheme  of  a  convention  of  all  the 
States,  North  and  South,  as  a  means  of  obtaining  peace.  I  cannot 
spare  the  time  to  refute  a  conclnsion  so  manifestly  without  warrant 
in  the  premises  from  which  it  is  drawn.  Yowt  next  reason,  that  "the 
tone  and  substwce  of  your  (my)  speech  there  upon  the  subject  of 
peace  was,  in  short,  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  peace  but  only  by 
the  sword;  that  a  peace  party  of  the  North  could  only  be  made  by  a 
success  of  onr  armies  over  them;"  that  "the  only  way  to  make  span- 
iels civil  is  to  whip  them."  If  my  speech  were  really  such  as  repre- 
sented by  you  in  this  extract,  if  it  had  really  been  directed  against 
tiie  peace  -party  at  the  North,  this  fact  would  not  bear  out  your  asser- 
tion that  my  "acts"  showed  a  "preference  for  Lincoln  over  McC^el- 
lan;"  but  my  speech  was  not  such  as  you  represent  it,  and  I  now 
qnote  the  passage  from  which  you  have  torn  a  few  words  that  form 
Uie  latter  half  of  a  sentence.   I  said: 

Does  any  one  believe  that  Yanlcees  are  to  be  conciliated  by  terms  of  concession  ? 
Does  any  man  imagine  that  we  can  conqner  the  Yankees  by  retreating  before 
them,  or  do  yon  not  all  know  that  the  on^  way  to  make  i^Huuels  civil  is  to  whip 
them? 

And  toward  the  close  of  the  speech  I  plainly  intimated  my  desire 
for  the  success  of  the  i>eace  party  in  the  following  words : 

Let  fresh  victories  crown  onr  arms,  and  the  peace  party  (if  there  be  soch)  at 
the  North  can  elect  its  candidates. 

These  passages  must  suffice  without  comment  to  satisfy  any  fair- 
judging  man  whether  you  have  correctly  stated  its  "tone  and 
Bubfitance." 

The  truth  is,  sir,  that  your  inferences  from  this  speech  are  so 
strained  and  unnatural  as  to  evince  the  difficulty  you  found  in 
answering  my  simple  question  for  a  statement  of  any  "acts"  of  mine 
on  which  you  thought  proper  to  base  your  published  assertion. 
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The  speecli  at  Colnmbia  in  the  report  before  me  is  an  appeal  to  t^e 
people  to,  trust  to  their  own  courage  and  fortitude  for  the  maintenance 
of  their  rights.  It  was  delivered  after  the  publication  of  McClellan's 
letter  avowing  his  purpose  to  force  reunion  by  war  if  we  declined 
reconstruction  when  offered,  and  therefore  warned  the  people  against 
delnsive  hoi>es  of  peace  from  any  other  influence  than  that  to-  be 
exerted  by  the  manifestation  of  an  unconquerable  spirit.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  speech^  as  I  now  read  it,  that  I  would  wish  unsaid,  and 
there  is  not  in  it  the  remotest  allusion  to  a  choice  between  Lincoln 
and  McClellan.  It  does,  however,  contain  denunciations  of  Lincoln, 
and  no  mention  of  McClellan  is  to  be  found  in  it. 

I  now  say  that,  knowing  I  had  never  done  an  act  nor  littered  a  word 
that  could  justify  you  in  attributing  to  me  a  preference  for  Lincoln 
over  McClellan,  I  addressed  you  my  note  of  21st  of  November  in  the 
hope  that  you  would  admit  your  mistake. 

I  must  accept  your  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo  as  a  substantial  admis- 
sion that  you  hare  no  just  ground  for  your  statement,  though  it  would 
have  been  muoh  more  acceptable  to  me  to  find  the  admission  made 
frankly  instead  of  having  to  infer  it  from  the  unsubstantial  characster 
of  the  "  points  "  on  which  you  seek  to  base  it. 

I  close  by  exprcissing  r^ret  that  this  oorrrapondence  should  have 
been  forced  on  me.  I  am  aware  that  I  was  unfortunate  enough  to 
incur  your  disapproval  of  my  i>olicy.  I  should  not,  however,  have 
departed  from  my  rule  of  bearing  all  animadversion  in  silence,  and 
leaving  my  defense  to  the  future,  if  it  had  not  seemed  to  me  that  a 
publication  by  the  Vice-President,  intended  quite  plainly  to  disparage 
me  and  to  inspire  distrust  in  me  among  the  people,  was  calculated  to 
do  public  injury.  It  was  therefore  necessary  to  show,  as  this  corre- 
spondence has  done,  that  your  statement  that  you  judged  from  my 
'*acts"  that  "I  preferred  Lincoln  to  McClellan  "  was  unfounded ;  and 
tdiat  you  are  equfdly  without  justification  for  the  expression  in  the 
letter  to  which  this  is  a  reply,  that  you  "could  form  no  other  conclu- 
sion" than  that  it  was  my  intention  in  my  remarks  at  Columbia  to 
"strengthen"  among  the  people  of  the  North  "the  opponents  of 
peace  instead  of  it^  friends." 

I  have  felt  much  reluctance  in  calling  your  attention  to  the  subject, 
as  my  earnest  wish  is,  if  it  be  impossible  to  avert,  at  least  to  postpone 
to  the  close  of  the  war  all  discussion  or  dispute  with  those  who  are 
united  with  me  in  a  common  hostility  against  the  enemies  of  our  coun- 
try. I  assure  you  that  it  would  be  to  me  a  source  of  the  sincerest 
pleasure  to  see  you  devoting  your  great  and  admitted  ability  exclu- 
sively to  upholding  the  confidence  and  animating  the  spirit  of  the 
people  to  unconquerable  resistance  against  their  foes. 
I  am,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


State  of  South  Cabolina, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Columbia^  S.  C,  January  6,  1866. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 


Sir  :  I  have  been  ordei-ed  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  South 
Carolina  to  give  you  notice  that  under  the  third  section  of  the  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
Governor  to  require  the  exemption  of  certain  State  officers  and  ot^r 


Secretary  of  War : 
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persons  from  Ck>nfederate  service,"  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  said 
section  of  said  act,  he  requires  the  exemption  of  the  following  persons 
for  the  proper  police  of  the  State: 

Benjamin  A.  Andrews,  Jones'  company,  Williams*  battalion,  Reserve 
Corps  of  the  State. 

Irvine  Keith  Upward,  Ashley  Dragoons,  Colcook*B  regiment  South 
Carolina  cavalry. 

I  am  also  directed  by  His  Excellency  to  forward  to  you  a  copy  of 
the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  referred  to,  Which  you  will  find 
herewith  inclosed.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  GARLINGTON, 
A^jttiani  and  Inspector  General  of  8ov£h  Carolina^ 

[ntdonenMDl,] 

January  19,  1865. 

Assistant  Secrbtaby: 

This  claim  of  right  to  exempt  soldiers  in  service  cannot  be  con- 
ceded.  Will  yon,  if  you  concur,  prepare  a  proper  answer. 

J.  A.  S, 


PUKCHASINQ  OFFICK,  FUtST  DIVISION  OP  YlBaiNIA, 

CTtarlotteaviUey  January  6, 1865. 

]VIaj.  R.  W.  N.  NoLAND, 

Chief  Commissary  of  SuhsistencCy  Second  Dist.  of  Virginia: 
Major:  Permit  me  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  a  subject 
which  needs  immediate  attention.  The  interest  of  the  Government 
in  the  division  under  my  charge  is  suffering  incalculable  injury  for 
want  of  funds  to  relieve  its  indebtedness.  I  now  owe  $1,200,000.  A 
great  portion  of  this  snm  has  been  due  since  early  last  spring.  During 
the  past  summer  the  railroad  connections  were  out  by  the  enemy,  and 
lai^e  supplies  were  promptly  loaned  by  the  people  to  sustain  the  Army 
in  its  emergency.  From  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  country  I 
have  been  unable  to  return  a  veiy  large  proportion  of  these  borrowed 
stores.  They  have  expressed  a  readiness  to  receive  payment  instead, 
yet  in  but  few  instances  have  I  had  it  in  my  power  even  to  do  this, 
for  want  of  funds.  Whilst  such  delay  naturally  causes  much  dissat- 
isfaction and  want  of  confidence  in  those  who  have  heretofore  acted 
with  patriotic  energy  in  support  of  the  Government,  the  future  is 
more  unpromising.  The  recent  order  to  purchase  at  contract  rates 
can  avail  little,  with  nothing  to  pay,  and  the  impressing  power  useless 
for  the  same  rea.son.  Hence  my  position  and  that  of  my  agents  is 
painfully  embarrassing.  Our  usefulness  to  the  Government  (by  an 
increasing  distrust  on  the  x>art  of  the  people  in  intentions  to  fulfill 
obligations)  is  seriously  impaired.  I  therefore  earnestly  appeal  in 
behalf  of  the  interest  of  the  Government,  that  of  its  people,  and  in 
justice  to  myself  and  agents,  that  funds  be  furnished  to  liquidate  my 
present  liabilities  and  prevent  a  future  recurrence  of  ihia  condition 
of  affairs. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

CHARLES  S.  TAYLOR, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

•Seep.  980. 
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[Tint  iiidoneai«Dt.] 

The  attention  of  the  chief  commissaiy  of  snbsistence  of  Virginia 
is  called  to  the  incloeed  letter  of  Captain  Taylor.  Have  made  repeated 
requisitions  for  funds  to  meet  the  indebtedness  of  the  district,  but 
these  requisitions  have  never  been  fully  met.  I  have  hardly  been 
famished  with  an  amount  sufficient  to  defray  current  expenses,  and 
thus  the  indebtedness  of  the  district  has  increased,  and  load  com- 
plaints are  constantly  made  against  the  agents  of  the  Government  for 
a  non-compliance  with  their  contracts.  This  condition  of  things  has 
seriously  ^terfered  with  purohaties,  and  has  prevented  altogether, 
in  several  instances,  impressment  of  subsistence  that  ought  to  have 
gone  to  tho  Anny. 

R.  W.  N.  NOLAKD, 
Major  and  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  2d  Diai.  of  Virginia. 

[SMond  IndotaMBMit.] 

Office  Chief  Commissabt  of  Subsistence  fob  YraaiNiA, 

Richmond^  January  1866. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Oommissary-Gener^  of  Subsistence 
for  consideration  and  such  reference  as  he  may  deem  proper,  and 
with  the  remark  that  there  is  no  district  or  division  in  Virginia  f^m 
which  similar  complaints  are  not  made.  We  owe  enormously,  and 
until  we  pay  this  indebtedness  we  cannot  purchase  further. 

B.  P.  NOLAND, 
Major  and  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence  for  Virginia. 


House  of  Rkpresentatives, 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  7,  1866. 

[Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War:} 

Sir:  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  a  subject  of  great  mcnnent  to 
the  States  of  Florida  and  Georgia,  and  one  that  wiU  have  a  favorable 
inflaence  upon  the  Confederate  Government  itself.  Savannah  being 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  likely  to  remain  so — ^for  I 
cannot  see  any  immediate  or  remote  prospect  of  relief,  although  there 
may  be  expectations  in  this  respect  not  shared  in  by  me,  the  value  of 
which  is  well  known  to  our  authorities.  But  assuming,  as  I  do,  that 
Savannah  is  lost  to  us  now  for  and  during  the  war,  it  will  l>e  seen, 
then,  that  the  long  line  of  roadway  reaching  from  Savannah  toThomas- 
ville  is  rendered  useless  to  us,  and  will  remain  so  for  and  during  the 
war.  The  counties  of  Monroe,  Lowndes,  Brooks,  Echols,  and  adja- 
cent counties  are  rich  and  abound  in  subsistence  stores,  nearly  the 
whole  of  which,  with  the  supplies  contoined  in  the  rich  counties  of 
Florida  adjoining  Gteorgia,  will  be  lost  to  the  Government  if  some 
way  is  not  provided  to  secore  its  transportation.  The  nearest  rail- 
road connection  is  at  Albany,  Ga.,  the  terminus  of  the  Southwestern 
line  of  railroad.  The  distance  from  Thomasville  to  Albany,  Ga.,  by 
the  wagon  road  is  about  fifty-six  miles.  The  country  intermediate 
these  i>oints  is  low,  flat,  and  sandy — not  marshy.  It  is  covered  with 
a  luxuriant  growth  of  yellow  pine.  There  will  be  but  little  heavy 
grading;  the  timber  will  be  found  by  the  road-side.  I  would  recom- 
mend the  building  of  a  road  from  Albany  to  Thomasville  at  once. 
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The  snpply  of  iron  could  be  obtAined  from  the  Savannah  and  Thomas-  > 
yille  road,  tearing  np  the  rails  at  a  point  nearest  Savannah  and  work- 
ing west  toward  Thomasville  nntil  a  sufficient  number  of  rails  were 
taken  up.    When  finished  we  would  have  a  line  of  railroad  from 
Macon  to  Thomasville  and  beyond  Valdosta,  in  Lowndes  County,  a 
distance  from  Thomasville  east  about  seventy-five  miles.   This  would 
connect  with  the  Florida  system  of  railroads  by  means  of  the  Live 
Oak  railroad,  just  on  the  eve  of  completion.   Thus  the  stores  from 
Uiis  rich  country  and  a  great  part  of  Florida  would  at  once  seek  an 
outlet  over  this  line.   The  transportation  of  troops  and  munitions  of 
war,  as  the  theater  of  action  is  constricted,  would  of  itself  recom-  , 
mend  the  subject  to  your  immediate  and  favorable  consideration. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

WM.  E.  SMITH, 
Member  of  Congress  from,  C^&rrgia, 

I  concur  in  the  foregoing  vieMm. 

R.  B.  HILTON, 
Member  of  Congress  Jrom  Florida. 

[IndmMunL] 

Enginber  Bureau, 

January  13,  186$. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

The  connection  of  Albany  with  Thomasville,  Ga.,  by  rail  would 
have  many  advantages,  but  the  resources  of  the  country  will  not 
justify  undertaking  a  work  of  that  nu^naitude  at  this  time.  One  of  the 
main  supplies  to  be  expected  from  Florida  is  beef.  The  cattle  can  be 
driven  over  that  distance  with  less  expense  than  they  could  be  trans- 
ported. The  amount  of  com  in  Southwest  Georgia  is  greater  than 
existing  roads  can  transport'.  Troops  going  to  and  from  Florida  can 
be  marched  over  the  line  proposed. 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Major-Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau. 


Richmond,  Janv^ary  7,  1866. 

General  R.  E.  Lee: 

Dear  General.  :  I  regret  that  in  the  succession  of  stirring  events 
since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war  I  have  had  so  little 
opportunity  to  renew  our  former,  to  me  at  least,  exceedingly  agreeable 
acquaintance,  and  particularly  that  I  have  so  rarely  if  ever  met  with 
a  suitable  occasion  to  interchange  views  with  you  upon  the  important 
public  questions  which  have  been  and  still  are  pressing  upon  us 
with  such  intense  interest. 

It  would  have  demanded,  indeed,  in  view  of  the  scarcely  less  than 
awful  weight  of  care  and  responsibility  Providence  and  your  country 
have  thrown  upon  you,  and  which  you  will  pardon  me  for  saying  has 
been  grandly  met,  no  ordinarily  favorable  opportunity  to  have  induced 
xne  to  intrude  upon  your  overburdened  time  and  attention  for  such  a 
purpose;  and  in  approaching  you  now  in  this  form  upon  a  subject 
which  I  deem  may  prove  of  vital  importance  I  offer  no  other  apology 
than  the  momentous  character  of  the  issue  forced  upon  the  mind  and 
heart  of  every  Southern  patriot. 
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I  refer  to  the  great  question  now  stirring  the  pabUc  mind,  as  to  the 
expediency  and  propriety  of  bringing  to  bear  against  our  relentless 
enemy  the  element  of  military  strength  supposed  to  be  found  in  our 
negro  population;  in  other  words,  and  more  precisely,  the  wisdom  luid 
sound  policy,  underexisting  circumstances,  of  convertingsnch  portions 
of  this  population  as  may  be  required  into  soldiers,  to  aid  in  main- 
taining our  great  struggle  for  independence  and  national  existence. 

The  subject  is  one  which  recent  events  have  forced  upon  our  atten- 
tion with  intense  interest,  and  in  my  judgment  we  ought  not  longer 
to  defer  its  solution;  and  although  the  President  in  his  late  annual 
message  has  brought  it  to  the  attention  of  Congress,  it  is  manifestly 
a  subject  in  which  the  several  States  of  the  Confederacy  must  and 
ought  to  act  the  most  prominent  part,  both  in  giving  the  question  its 
proper  solution  and  in  carrying  out  any  plan  that  may  be  devised  on 
the  subject. 

As  a  member  of  the  Vii^inia  Senate,  having  to  act  upon  the  subject, 
I  have  given  it  much  earnest  and  anxious  reflection,  and  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  here,  in  advance  of  the  full  discussion  which  it  will 
doubtless  undergo,  that  the  general  objections  to  the  proposition 
itself,  as  well  as  the  practical  difBoultles  in  the  way  of  carrying  it  out. 


But  it  is  not  to  be  disguised  that  public  sentiment  is  greatly  divided 
on  the  subject;  and  besides  many  real  objectionB,  a  mountain  of 
prejudices  growing  out  of  our  fuicient  modes  of  regarding  the  institu- 
tion of  Southern  slavery  will  have  to  be  met  and  overcome  before  we 
can  attain  to  anything  like  that  degree  of  unanimity  so  extremely 
desirable  in  this  and      else  connected  with  our  great  struggle. 

In  our  former  contests  for  liberty  and  independence  he  who  was 
then  at  the  head  of  our  armies,  and  who  became  the  FaUier  of  his 
Country,  did  not  hesitate  to  give  his  advice  on  all  great  subjects 
involving  the  suc<mbs  of  that  contest  and  the  safety  and  welfare  of 
his  country,  and  in  so  doing  perhaps  rendered  more  essential  service 
than  he  did  in  the  field;  nor  do  I  perceive  why,  upon  such  a  subject 
and  in  such  a  crisis  as  the  present,  we  should  not  have  tiie  benefit  of 
your  sound  judgment  and  matured  wisdom. 

Pardon  me,  therefore,  for  asking,  to  be  used  not  only  for  my  own 
guidance,  but  publicly  as  the  occasion  may  require,  Do  you  think  that 
by  a  wisely  devised  plan  and  judicious  selection  negro  soldiers  can  be 
made  effective  and  reliable  in  maintaining  this  war  in  behalf  of  the 
Southern  States? 

Do  you  think  the  calling  into  the  service  of  such  members  of  this 
population  as  the  exigency  may  demand  would  affect  injuriously  to 
any  appreciable  or  material  extent  the  institution  of  Southern  slavery? 
Would  not  the  introduction  of  this  element  of  strength  into  our  mili- 
tary operations  justify  in  some  degree  a  more  liberal  scale  of  exemp- 
tions or  details,  and  by  thus  relieving  from  active  service  in  the  field 
a  portion  of  the  intelligent  and  directing  labor  of  the  country  (as 
seems  to  be  needed)  have  a  beneficial  bearing  upon  the  question  of 
subHistence  and  other  supplies? 

Would  not,  in  your  judgment,'  the  introduction  of  such  a  policy 
increase  in  other  regards  our  power  of  defense  against  the  relentless 
and  barbarous  warfare  the  enemy  is  now  waging  against  us  ? 

These  are  but  some  of  the  leading  inquiries  which  suggest  them- 
selves. But  I  beg  you,  general,  if,  from  a  sense  of  duty  and  the 
promptings  of  your  elevated  patriotism,  overriding  all  motives  d 
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nnwiae  and  ill-timed  delicacy,  you  consent  to  reply  to  these  inquiries 
for  the  purpose  before  frankly  indicated,  that  you  will  give  me  your 
views,  as  fuUy  as  your  engagements  will  allow,  upon  every  other 
question  or  point  of  inquiry  that  may  occur  to  you  as  likely  to  con- 
duce to  a  wise  decision  of  this  grave  and,  as  deemed  by  many,  vitally 
important  subject. 

With  the  higheet  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  HUOTER. 


Hdqbs.  Georgia  Reserves  and  Mil.  Dist.  of  Georqia, 

Macoriy  Oa.j  January  8^  1866, 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond,  Va.: 
Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  30th  of  December  reoeiyed  by  yesterday's 
mail.  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I  have  spared  bo  e£Forta  or  pains  to 
prosecute  vigorously  the  recruiting  of  our  Army  through  the  con- 
script camp.  It  is  true,  as  you  say,  there  are  many  liable  to  conscrip- 
tion who  have  not  been  reached,  and  for  reasons  I  have  heretofore 
given  I  fear  never  will  be  reached.  Best  assured,  however,  that 
I  will  not  cease  my  efforts  in  that  regard.  In  response  to  your 
inquiries,  how  our  Army  is  to  be  recruited,  I  refer  with  strength  and 
confidence  to  the  policy  of  opening  the  door  for  volunteers.  I  have 
so  long  and  so  ni^ntly  pressed  this  matter  that  I  feel  reluctant  even 
to  aUude  to  it,  and  yet  I  should  not  be  true  to  my  strong  convictions 
of  duty  if  I  permitted  any  opportunity  to  pass  without  urging  and 
pressing  it  upon  the  proper  authorities.  It  is  in  my  opinion  not  onhr 
the  best  but  the  only  mode  of  saving  the  Army,  and  every  day  it  is 
postponed  weakens  Its  strength  aod  diminishes  the  number  that 
conld  be  had  by  It.  The  freest,  broadest,  and  most  unrestricted 
system  of-  volunteering  is  the  true  policy,  and  cannot  be  too  soon 
resorted  to.  I  think  that  the  proposition  to  make  soldiers  of  our 
slaves  is  the  most  pernicious  idea  that  has  been  suggested  since  the 
war  began.  It  is  to  me  a  source  of  deep  mortification  and  regret  to 
see  the  name  of  that  good  and  great  man  and  soldier.  General  R.  £. 
Lee,  given  as  authority  for  such  a  policy.  My  first  hour  of  despond- 
ency will  be  the  one  in  which  that  policy  shall  be  adopted.  You 
cannot  make  soldiers  of  slaves,  nor  slaves  of  soldiers.  The  moment 
you  resOTt  to  negro  soldiers  your  white  soldiers  will  be  lost  to  you; 
and  one  secret  of  the  favor  with  which  the  proposition  is  received  in 
portions  of  the  Army  Is  the  hope  that  when  negroes  go  into  the  Army 
they  will  be  jwrmitted  to  retire.  It  is  simply  a  proposition  to  fight 
the  balance  of  the  war  with  negro  troops.  You  can't  keep  white  and 
black  troops  together,  and  you  can't  trust  negroes  by  themselves.  It 
is  difficult  to  get  negroes  enough  for  the  purpose  indicated  in  the 
President's  message,  much  lass  enough  for  an  Army.  Use  all  the 
negroes  you  can  get,  for  all  the  purposes  for  which  you  need  them, 
but  don't  arm  them.  The  day  you  make  soldiers  of  them  is  the  begin- 
ning of  the  end  of  the  revolution.  If  slaves  will  make  good  soldiers 
our  whole  theory  of  slavery  is  wrong — ^but  they  won't  make  soldiers. 
As  a  class  they  are  wanting  in  every  qualification  of  a  soldier. 
Better  by  far  to  yield  to  the  demands  of  England  and  France  and 
abolish  slavery,  and  thereby  purchase  their  aid,  than  to  resort  to  this 
policy,  which  leads  as  certainly  to  ruin  and  subjugation  as  it  is 
adopted;  you  want  more  soldiers,  and  hence  the  proposition  to  take 
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negroes  into  the  Army.  Before  resorting  to  it,  at  least  try  every 
reasonable  mode  of  getting  white  soldiers.  I  do  not  entertain  a 
doabt  that  yon  can  by  the  volunteering  policy  get  more  men  into 
the  service  than  yon  cfm  arm.  I  have  more  fears  about  arms  than 
abont  men.  For  heaven's  sake  try  it  before  you  fill  with  gloom  and 
despondency  the  hearts  of  many  of  our  trumt  and  most  devoted  men 
by  resorting  to  the  suicidal  policy  of  arming  our  slaves. 
■  Having  answered  the  inquiries  of  your  letter,  let  me  volunteer  in  a 
few  words  a  suggestion.  Popularize  your  administration  by  some 
just  concessions  to  the  strong  convictions  of  public  opinion.  Mark 
you,  I  do  not  say  yield  to  popular  clamor,  but  concede  something  to 
the  earnest  convictions  of  an  overwhelming,  and,  I  will  say,  an 
enlightened  public  opinion.  First,  yield  your  opposition  to  volun- 
teering in  the  form  and  manner  which  I  have  heretofore  urged;  sec- 
ond, restore  General  Johnston  to  the  command  of  the  Army  of 
Tennessee,  and  return  General  Beauregard  to  ^nth  Carolina. 

With  Lee  in  Virginia,  Johnston  here,  and  Beaur^ard  in  South 
Carolina  you  restore  confidence  and  at  once  revive  the  hopes  of  the 
people.  At  present  I  regret  to  say  that  gloom  and  despondency  rule 
the  hour,  and  bitter  opposition  to  the  Administration,  mingled  with 
disaffection  and  disloyalty,  is  manifesting  itself.  With  a  d^h  of  the 
pen  the  President  can  revolutionize  this  state  of  things,  and  I  eturn- 
estly  beseech  him  to  do  it. 
Sincerely,  yours, 

HOWELL  COBB,  , 

Mqjor-OeneraL 


CUTHBERT,  Ga.,  January  10 j  1866. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis: 

Sir:  I  think  you  said  in  your  speech  in  Macon,  Ga.,  that  you  read 
all  letters  from  your  friends,  though  you  could  not  undertake  to 
respond  to  them;  so,  though  a  stranger,  I  hope  you  will  pardon,  me 
for  these  few  lines.  I  will  premise  by  saying  that  I  was  a  Democrat 
and  secessionist  in  '60  and  '61,  and  all  that  has  transpired  since  has 
but  served  to  convince  me  that  I  was  right — to  confirm  me  in  t.he 
faith.  I  am  an  agriculturist  by  profession,  well  stricken  in  years, 
and  have  lost  two  noble  sons  in  this  bloody  war.  Sir,  I  think  the  mat- 
ter of  the  highest  moment  now  is  to  take  measures  to  recruit  our 
armies  for  next  spring's  campaign.  How  can  this  be  done  is  the  gri*eat 
overshadowing  question.  Congress  and  the  State  Legislatures  have 
put  in  service  all  white  men  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty 
yeius.  We  cant  get  them  from  the  Old  World  or  from  any  otiier 
country.  We  are  thrown  upon  our  own  resonrces.  The  recruits  must 
come  from  our  negroes,  nowhere  else.  We  should  away  with  pride 
of  opinion;  away  with  false  pride,  and  promptly  take  hold  of  all  the 
means  that  God  has  placed  within  our  i-each  to  help  us  through  this 
struggle — a  bloody  war  for  the  right  of  self-government.  Some  peo- 
ple say  negroes  will  not  fight.  I  say  they  will  fight.  They  fought  at 
Ocean  Pond,  Honey  Hill,  and  other  places.  The  enemy  fights  us  with 
the  negroes,  and  they  will  do  very  well  to  fight  the  Yankees.  But 
some  say  that  will  be  giving  up  the  question.  What,  giving  up  the 
question  to  grip  it  the  tighter?  Giving  up  slavery  to  have  slaves 
defend  it  ?  To  have  them  shoot  down  the  enemies  of  ^very  f  Strange 
notion,  indeed!   From  the  outset  of  the  war  we  have  used  the  negro 
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to  defend  the  institution  by  making  him  raise  provisions  for  the  Army, 
<fee.  Z^t  him  be  used  still  further,  and  put  the  sword  and  the  musket 
in  his  hand,  and  make  him  hew  down  and  shoot  down  those  who  come 
to  destroy  the  institution  and  enslave  us.  Would  this  be  giving  up 
the  question  ?  I  opine  not.  TruOj  our  slaves  (u«  otir  property.  True, 
too,  that  our  Qovemment  takes  our  fathers,  our  brothers,  and  our 
SODS  and  exposes  them  to  shot  and  shell  and  sword,  to  mutilation  and 
to  death,  in  defense  of  our  dear  country.  Why  can't  it  take  our 
property  for  the  same  purpose?  He  who  values  his  property  higher 
than  his  life  and  indei>endence  is  a  poor,  sordid  wretch;  a  gold  wor- 
shiper ;  a  slave  in  spirit. 

Sir,  our  Congress  should  make  haste  and  put  as  many  negro  sol- 
diers in  the  field  as  you  and  General  R.  £.  Lee  may  think  necessary.  I 
would  not  make  a  soldier  of  the  negro  if  it  could  be  helped,  but  we 
are  reduced  to  this  last  resort.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  blink  or  evade 
the  question.  The  negro  must  be  put  into  the  Army  or  we  shall  be 
subjugated  by  the  hated  foe.  Demoralization  is  rife  in  our  armies, 
and  among  the  people  at  home  the  sign  of  suconmbing  may  be  seen. 
Reconstruction  and  separate  State  action  is  boldly  talked,  and  treason 
is  stalking  in  the  land.  Sir,  I  tell  you  these  unwelcome  facts  not  to 
discourage  you,  but  to  put  you  on  the  alert  that  you  may  prepare  to 
meet  them.  I  am  for  fighting  out  this  war  to  the  bitter  end.  If  we  had 
been  united  as  we  should  have  been,  the  hated  foe  would  have  been 
driven  from  our  country  long  ago.  Governor  Joseph  E.  Brown,  by  his 
perverse  and  factious  course,  has  done  our  cause  much  harm.  To 
some  extent  he  has  divided  and  broken  the  spirit  of  the  people.  Sir, 
let  us  not  pass  under  the  yoke  of  Lincoln;  rather  let  our  country  be 
ceded  to  France  and  England.  I  had  rather  live  with  any  people  than 
the  Yankees,  and  so  every  one  talks  whom  I  hear  speak  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  will  close,  and  let  my  letter  bo  short.  I  could  say  more.  God 
preserve  you  and  give  you  good  health. 
Tour  friend, 

SAMUEL  CLAYTON. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Bichmondy  Fd.,  January  10,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Maury, 

Comdg.  Vept  of  Alabama^  Mississippi,  and  East  Louisiana : 

GSNERAL:  The  letter  of  Maj.  M.  O.  Tracy,  Thirteenth  Louisiana 
Regiment,  relating  to  the  subject  of  recruiting  prisoners  of  war, 
has  been  forwarded  to  this  Department  with  your  indorsement  asking 
instructions  in  such  cases. 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  say  that  the  Department  con- 
siders it  desirable  in  general  that  prisoners  of  war,  if  received  as 
recruits,  should  not  be  placed  in  new  oi^anizations  nor  collected 
in  large  numbers  in  those  now  existing,  but  should  be  distributed 
as  much  as  possible  among  companies,  r^ments,  and  brigades  of 
undoubted  fidelity. 

In  one  case  in  which  a  new  battalion  was  formed  from  such  mate- 
rial a  conspiracy  was  discovered;  and  although  it  was  promptly 
crashed,  yet  it  was  found  expedient  to  disband  the  battalion. 

2f  everthel^,  the  experiment  is  now  in  coui'se  of  trial  by  other  offi- 
cers, who  believe  that  by  recruiting  chiefly  among  Catholic  Iri^  and 
other  foreigners  and  obtaining  the  influence  of  the  Catholic  Driest- 
h.ood  they  may  secure  faithful  soldiers. 
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As  to  the  material  to  be  received  as  recruits,  it  is  recommended  that 
Catholic  Irish  be  preferred,  and  next  to  tbem  other  foreigners. 

Men  born  in  the  United  States  should  not  be  received  unless  known 
to  have  sincere  and  positive  predilections  for  the  Soutii.  Natives  of 
the  Southern  States  may  be  received  more  freely. 

After  giving  these  general  instructions  the  Honorable  Secretary  soins 
up  his  views  iu  the  following  words: 

That  if  Bei»Tate  organizations  be  Tentnred  at  all,  they  be  only  small  battalionB ; 
that  in  recruiting  largely  for  a  brigade  or  an^  much  reduced  organization,  every 
possible  precaution  should  be  taken  in  selection,  and  that  some  previous  trial  of 
these  men  should  be  made  where  thev  would  be  surrounded  by  our  men  before 
they  are  fully  relied  on  in  poBitions  of  trust  and  imptvtauce. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  BLAIR  HOGE, 
Major  and  Assistant  Ac^utant-OenerciL 


Headquabtbbs  Abut  of  Northern  Virginia, 

January  11^  1866, 

Hon.  Andrew  Hunter, 

Bichmond,  Va.: 

Dear  Sib:  I  have  received  yonr  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  and  witii- 
ontconflniti^  myself  to  the  order  of  your  interrogatories,  will  endeavor 
to  answer  them  by  a  statement  of  my  views  on  the  subject.  I  shall 
be  most  happy  if  I  can  contribute  to  the  solution  of  a  question  in 
which  I  feel  an  interest  commensurate  with  my  desire  for  the  welfare 
and  happiness  of  our  people. 

Considering  the  relation  of  master  and  slave,  controlled  by  humane 
laws  and  influenced  by  Christianity  and  an  enlightened  public  senti- 
ment, as  the  best  that  can  exist  between  the  white  and  black  races 
while  intermingled  as  at  present  in  this  country,  I  would  deprecate 
any  sudden  disturbance  of  that  relation  unless  it  be  necessary  to 
avert  a  greater  calamity  to  both.  I  should  therefore  prefer  to  rely 
upon  our  white  population  to  preserve  the  ratio  between  our  forces 
and  those  of  the  enemy,  which  experience  has  shown  to  be  safe:  But 
in  view  of  the  preparations  of  our  enemies,  it  is  our  duty  to  provide 
for  continued  war  and  not  for  a  battle  or  a  campaign,  and  I  fear  tbalb< 
we  cannot  accomplish  this  without  overtaxing  the  caiMtcity  of  ouri 
white  population.  i 

Should  the  war  continue  under  existing  circumstances,  the  enemyi 
may  in  course  of  time  penetrate  our  country  and  get  access  to  a  lai^ 
part  of  our  negro  population.    It  is  his  avowed  policy  to  convert  thai 
able-bodied  men  among  them  into  soldiers,  and  to  emancipate  all. 
The  success  of  the  Federal  arms  in  the  South  was  followed  by  a  procl^ 
mation  of  President  Lincoln  for  280,000  men,  the  eflfect  of  which  will 
be  to  stimulate  the  Northern  States  to  procure  as  substitutes  for  theil 
own  people  the  negroes  thus  brought  within  their  reach.   Many  have 
already  been  obtained  in  Virginia,  and  should  the  fortune  of  war  expose 
more  of  her  territory,  the  enemy  would  gain  a  large  accession  to  hii 
strength.  His  progress  will  thus  add  to  his  numbers,  and  at  the  sami 
time  destroy  slavery  in  a  'manner  most  pernicious  to  the  welfare  o| 
our  people.    Their  negroes  will  be  used  to  hold  them  in  subjectionJ 
leaving  the  remaining  force  of  the  enemy  free  to  extend  his  conquesu 
Whatever  may  be  the  effect  of  our  employing  negro  troops,  it  canntH 
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1)6  as  misohieTons  as  this.  If  it  end  In  Bubrerting  slavery  it  will  be 
accomplished  by  onrselves,  luid  we  can  devise  the  means  of  alleviat- 
ing the  evil  consequences  to  both  races.  I  think,  therefore,  we  must 
decide  whether  slavery  shall  be  extinguished  by  our  enemies  and  the 
slaves  be  used  against  us,  or  use  them  ourselves  at  the  ri»k  of  the 
effects  which  may  be  produced  upon  our  social  institutions.  My  own 
opinion  is  that  we  should  employ  them  without  delay.  I  believe  that 
with  proper  regulations  they  can  be  made  efficient  soldiers.  They 
possess  the  physical  qualifications  in  an  eminent  degree.  Long  habits 
of  obedience  and  subordination,  coupled  with  the  moral  influence 
which  in  our  country  the  white  man  possesses  over  the  black,  furnish 
an  excellent  foundation  for  that  discipline  which  is  the  best  guaranty 
of  military  efficiency.    Our  chief  aim  should  be  to  secure  Uieir  fidelity. 

There  have  been  formidable  armies  composed  of  men  having  no 
interest  in  the  cause  for  which  they  fought  beyond  their  pay  or  the 
hope  of  plunder.  But  it  is  certain  that  the  surest  foundation  upon 
which  the  fidelity  of  an  army  can  rest,  especially  in  a  service  which 
imposes  peculiar  hardships  and  privations,  is  the  personal  interest  of 
the  soldier  in  the  issue  of  the  contest.  Such  an  interest  we  can  give 
our  negroes  by  giving  immediate  freedom  to  all  who  enlist,  and  free- 
dom at  the  end  of  the  war  to  the  families  of  those  who  discharge 
their  duties  faithfully  (whether  they  survive  or  not),  together  with 
the  privilege  of  residing  at  the  South.  To  this  might  be  added  a 
bounty  for  faithful  service. 

We  should  not  exi>ect  slaves  to  fight  for  prospective  freedom  when 
they  can  secure  it  at  once  by  going  to  the  enemy,  in  whose  service  they 
will  incur  no  greater  risk  than  in  ours.  The  reasons  that  induce  me 
to  recommend  the  employment  of  negro  troops  at  all  render  the  effect 
of  the  measures  I  have  suggested  upon  slavery  immaterial,  and  in  my 
opinion  the  best  means  of  securing  the  efficiency  and  fidelity  of  this 
auxiliary  force  would  be  to  accompany  the  measure  with  a  well- 
digested  plan  of  gradual  and  general  emancipation.  As  that  will  be 
the  result  of  the  continuance  of  the  war,  and  will  certainly  occur  if 
the  enemy  succeed,  it  seems  to  me  most  advisable  to  adopt  it  at  once, 
and  thereby  obtain  all  the  benefits  that  will  accrue  to  our-cause. 

The  employment  of  negro  troops  under  regulations  similar  in  prin- 
ciple to  those  above  indicated  would,  in  my  opinion,  greatly  increase 
oar  military  strength  and  enable  us  to  relieve  our  white  jrapulation 
to  some  extent.  I  think  we  could  dispense  with  the  r^erve  forces 
except  in  oases  of  necessity. 

It  would  disappoint  the  hopes  which  our  enemi^  base  upon  onr 
exhaustion,  deprive  them  in  a  great  measure  of  the  aid  they  now 
derive  from  black  trooi)s,  and  thus  throw  the  burden  of  the  war  upon 
their  own  people.  In  addition  to  the  great  political  advantages  that 
■would  result  to  our  cause  from  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  emanci- 
pation, it  would  exercise  a  salutary  influence  upon  our  whole  negro 
population,  by  rendering  more  secure  the  fidelity  of  those  who  become 
uoldiers,  and  diminishing  the  inducements  to  the  rest  to  abscond. 

I  can  only  say  in  conclusion  that  whatever  measures  are  to  be 
adopted  should  be  adopted  at  once.    Every  day's  delay  increases  the 
difficulty.    Much  time  will  be  required' to  oi^anize  and  discipline  the 
men,  and  action  may  be  deferred  until  it  is  too  late. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

General. 
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CONFEDBBATB  STATES  OF  AmBBICA,  WAB  DBPABTHENT, 

Richmond  J  Fa.,  January  11, 1865, 
The  President  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Sir:  I  liave  received  the  following  relation  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives referred  by  Tour  Excellency  to  this  Department: 

Bemlved,  That  the  President  be  reBpectfolly  requested,  if  not  incompatible 
with  the  pablic  interest,  to  inform  this  Honse  whether  or  not  the  Secietary  of 
War,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  Executive  sovernment,  has  ever  granted  permits 
or  safeM^ondncts  to  one  or  more  youths  of  the  Confederate  States  who  were  abont 
to  attain  the  age  that  wonld  render  them  liable  to  conscription  or  military  serv- 
ice to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  this  Confederacy,  and  if  any  yonth  or  youths  of  the 
age  designated  have  been  or  are  about  to  be  suffered  to  depart  from  the  Confed- 
eracy to  inform  this  House  of  the  reasons  for  their  being  permitted  to  go  abroad. 

Some  delay  in  replying  has  been  caused  by  the  desire  to  make  as 
thorough  a  research  as  possible  for  any  cases  to  which  the  resolution 
may  be  applicable.  The  ouly  officers  besides  myself  who,  in  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Department,  exercise  the  power  of  granting  passports  to 
leave  the  Confederacy  are  the  provost-marshal  of  thLS  city  and  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War.  Reports  from  both  accompany  this  and 
give  full  information  of  the  only  cases  acted  on  by  them  to  which  the 
resolution  can  be  supposed  to  have  application.*  These  cases  were 
acted  on  in  the  regular  course  of  official  business  without  reference  to 
me  and  without  knowledge  on  my  part  until  the  inquiries  caused  by 
the  resolution  of  the  Honse. 

The  only  cases  which  are  recollected,  (nr  after  a  search  can  be  found 
to  have  been  acted  on  by  me,  are  two: 

First.  That  of  John  S.  Ponlson,  allowed  in  March,  1864.  He  was  a 
son  of  a  citizen  of  Accomao  County,  resident  within  the  lines  of  the 
enemy,  represented  at  that  time  to  be  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  satisfac- 
torily shown  by  medical  testimony  to  be  a  victim  of  epilei»y,  of  weak 
intellect  and  physical  disability.  It  was  sought  to  restore  him  to  his 
father's  care,  and  a  passport  was  given  him  to  pass  by  the  boat  bear- 
ing flag  of  truce.  As  this  required  the  assent  of  the  Federal  authori- 
ties likewise,  it  seems  to  have  been  ineffectual,  as  the  same  youth 
appears  subsequently  to  have  applied  to  the  provost-marshal  for  a 
more  general  pass,  and  is  among  those  named  by  him  as  having 
received  passports.  He  had  then  attained  the  age  of  seventeen  years, 
but,  as  appears  from  the  provost-marshars  report,  was  from  disease 
unilt  for  military  service. 

Second.  The  case  of  Henry  Grant,  a  yonth  of  sixteen  years  of  age, 
on  the  24th  of  September,  1864,  the  son  of  a  most  estimable  and  loyal 
citizen  in  this  city.  He  was  stated  to  be  backward  in  his  studies  and 
so  diverted  by  the  incidents  and  distractions  of  the  times  as  to  make 
his  application  almost  hopeless.  His  uncle,  formerly  an  officer  of 
our  Army,  now  residing  in  England  in  the  prosecution  of  business 
important  to  the  Department,  had  offered  to  receive  him  and  see  to 
his  proper  training  and  education.  This  passport  was  allowed 
December  6,  1864,  on  the  understanding,  however,  that  should  the 
war  continue  he  should  be  liable  to  recall  on  attaining  military  age. 
I  am  not  positively  informed  whether  his  passport  has  been  used,  but 
presume  it  has  been. 

It  will  be  seen  that  no  passports  have  been  granted  in  casM  where 
it  can  be  properly  said  '^youths  were  about  to  attain  the  age  that 
would  render  them  liable  to  conscription"  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  Confederacy.   Where  there  was  even  -an  approach  to  that  age 

*Aocompaoying  doomnents  not  tirand. 
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care  was  observed  to  obviate  evasion  of  future  liability  to  service. 
At  the  same  time  it  is  deemed  not  inappropriate  to  add  tbat  no  law 
or  obligation  exists  by  which  the  Department  is  required  to  refuse 
passports  to  go  to  neutral  countries  to  any  loyal  citizen  of  the  Con- 
federate States  not  liable  to  military  service. 

Passports  are  required,  from  considerations  of  military  police  alone, 
to  preclude  the  passage  of  dangerous  or  disaffected  persons,  and  It 
might,  perhaps,  with  justice  be  deemed  an  oflEensive  and  gratuitous 
presumption  to  attribute  to  any  loyal  citizen  the  design  of  evading  a 
patriotic  duty,  as  also  an  unwarrantable  assumption  of  authority  by 
the  Department  to  preclude  expatriation  or  intercourse  with  neutral 
countries  by  the  refusal  of  passports  to  those  not  liable  to  military 
service.  So  high  a  prerogative,  it  may  be  justly  claimed,  can  only  be 
imparted,  and  should  only  be  exercised,  under  the  regulation  of  law. 
If  therefore  it  be  deemed  important  that  X)assports  be  refused  (except 
from  military  police)  to  any  class  of  our  citizens,  it  is  due  alike  to  the 
Department  and  the  citizen  that  it  should  be  prescribed  by  appropri- 
ate  legislation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  Va.,  January  1866. 
The  House  of  Rbprbsbmtatives: 

In  response  to  your  resolution  of  the  8th  of  November,  1864, 1  here- 
with transmit,  for  your  information,  a  communication  from  Hon. 
Howell  Cobb,  who  was  President  of  the  Provisional  Congress,  relative 
to  the  preparation  of  copies  of  the  Journals  of  that  body,  and  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Convention  which  framed  the  Provisional  and  Pfer- 
muient  Constitutions  of  the  Confederate  States.  And  I  invite  your 
attention  to  the  suggestions  he  makes  in  reference  to  funds  to  be 
expended  in  the  f  urUier  prosecution  of  the  work. 

JEFFERSOK  DAVIS. 

[niolMiire.] 

HsQBS.  Georgia  Reserves  and  Mil.  Dist.  of  Georgia, 

Macon,  Ga.,  December  17 ^  186^.. 

Hon.  Jefferson  Davis, 

President,  &c.,  Richmond^  Va.: 

Sir  :  In  response  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  Congress  of  the  8th  of  November  last,  asking  for  information  in 
reference  to  the  Journals,  &c.,  of  the  Provisional  Congress,  &c.,  I  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  report: 

In  compliance  with  that  resolution  I  employed  Mr.  J.  J.  Hooper, 
clerk  of  the  Provisional  Congress,  to  do  the  work.  The  papers  were 
already  in  his  possession ;  and  I  regarded  him,  under  the  circumstances, 
as  the  most  suitable  person  to  undertake  it  In  a  short  time  he  died, 
leaving  the  work  almost  untouched  and  the  papers  scattered  and 
diflScult  of  access.  I  then  employed  Maj.  John  C.  Whitner,  of  West 
Point,  Ala.,  a  most  faithful  and  competent  person,  who  immediately 
entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duty,  and  who  has  devoted  his  time 
earnestly  to  the  business  from  that  i)eriod  to  the  present  time.  I 
herewith  inclose  his  report,  which  is  so  full  and  satisfactory,  that  it 
is  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  anything  by  way  of  explanation  of  the 
causes  which  nave  led  to  the  delay  in  completing  the  work. 
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I  would  reepeotfnlly  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  fact  that 
Major  Whitner  has  np  to  this  time  received  no  compensation  for  his 
services,  and  has,  in  fact,  advanced  money  from  his  own  funds  for 
necessary  expenditures.  I  would  recommend  that  the  amount  which 
he  returned  to  the  Treasury  of  the  old  issue  be  at  once  placed  in  his 
hands,  and  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $20^000  be  made  to 
complete  the  work.  This  sum  is  indicated  without  consultatioa  with 
Major  Whitner;  and  it  may  not  be  sufficient,  in  view  of  the  present 
high  prices;  but  at  present  I  will  not  ask  for  a  lai^r  sum.  I  would 
also  recommend  that  the  other  requests  of  Major  Whitner  should  be 
complied  with  by  Congress,  as  they  are  both  reasonable  and  proper. 

It  is  but  simple  justice  to  myself  to  state  that  before  and  since  the 
adjournment  of  the  Provisional  Congress  I  have  been  in  the  constant 
military  service  of  the  country,  and  therefore  had  no  time  to  give  the 
business  my  personal  attention.  It  is  at  the  Rune  time  due  to  Major 
Whitner  to  say  that  he  has  spared  no  effort  or  pains  to  do  the  work  as 
rapidly  as  circumstances  beyond  his  control  woald  admit.  lam  sore 
that  I  could  not  have  procured  the  services  oi  a  more  faithful  or  com- 
petent officer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

HOWELL  COBB, 
President  of  the  Proviaional  Congress. 

[BoMnclowg*.] 

AuousTA,  Ga.,  November  18,  IS64. 

General  Howell  Cobb, 

Ma&mt  Qa.: 

General:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  tiie  8th  insttuit,  which  yon  have  referred  to  me, 
asking  the  I^resident  to  "inform  Congress  whether  the  Hon.  Howell 
Cobb,  President  of  the  Provisional  Congress,  has  complied  with  the 
act  of  17th  of  February,  1862,  by  which  he  was  instructed  to  have 
prepared  two  copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congress  and  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Convention  which  framed  the  Provisional  and  Permanent  Con- 
stitutions of  the  Confederate  States,  one  copy  of  which  was  to  be 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Department  of  .Justice ;  and  if  not,  to 
communicate  to  Congress  any  information  he  may  have  as  to  the 
present  state  of  tlie  work;  also  whether  the  originals  of  the  Journals 
have  been  sealed  and  deposited  for  preservation  with  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  accordance  with  law,"  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  statement: 

As  soon  as  I  received  the  boxes  containing  the  papers  belonging 
to  the  Provisional  Congress  I  entered  upon  the  work  of  complying 
with  the  law  above  referred  to.  'Ikfncn  matter,  as  I  have  before 
informed  you,  was  missing — all  or  nearly  all  the  Journals  of  the  Con- 
vention and  many  important  papers  forming  a  part  of  the  Jonmals, 
as  well  as  some  of  the  Journals  themselves  of  the  Congress.  It  was 
some  time  before  any  of  these  could  be  found;  and  for  securing  them 
at  all  I  am  indebted  to  the  cordial  assistance  rendered  by  Messrs. 
Robert  £.  Dixon  and  A.  R.  Lamar,  both  at  one  time  connected  with, 
the  Provisional  Congress  as  assistant  clerks.  Mr.  Dixon  informed  me 
that  he  himself  as  clerk  had  copied  the  Proceedings  of  the  Conven. 
tion  in  a  bound  book,  which,  however,  could  not  l^  found.  Fortu- 
nately he  had  preserved  in  his  possession  the  originals  from  which 
this  copy  was  made,  only  a  few  being  missing.   These  Tn<«wiTig  Jour^ 
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nals  he  vas  doabtless  prevented  from  sending  to  me  by  his  sadden 
death,  and  it  has  been  but  comparatiTely  recently  that  I  have  gotten 
possession  of  them. 

Many  papers,  such  as  message,  reports,  resolutions,  treaties, 
memorials,  communications,  petitions,  &c.,  referred  to  and  forming  a 
part  of  the  regular  proceedings  of  Congress,  and  which  had  probably 
been  slightly  attached  or  only  placed  within  the  leaves  of  the  original 
Journals,  could  not  be  found  amongst  the  papers  in  the  boxes  sent 
me.  Through  the  courtesy  and  labor  of  the  gentlemen  above  men- 
tioned and  others,  I  hope  the  most,  if  not  all,  have  been  gathered  up. 
Only  in  one  ease  so  far,  and  that  not  important,  have  I  failed  to  get 
the  original  paper  referred  to  or  an  authentic  copy.  Many  of  these 
papers  also  were  gathered  up  by  Mr.  Dixon,  and  were  in  his  posses- 
sion at  the  time  of  his  death,,  and  have  since  been  secured  through 
the  courtesy  of  his  family  and  friends. 

The  canse  of  the  confused  and  scattered  condition  of  these  i>apers 
I  cannot  explain.  The  lamented  death  of  Hon.  J.  J.  Hooper,  to 
whom  the  work  was  first  committed,  together  with  the  general  con- 
fusion then  existing  in  Richmond  in  consequence  of  the  near  approach 
of  the  enemy  and  the  sending  off  to  other  points  important  Govern- 
ment papers,  had  doubtless  much  to  do  with  it.  Mr.  Hooper  had  but 
barely  entered  npon  this  work — possibly  not  long  enough  to  gather  up 
what  was  necessary  for  its  accurate  completion. 

These  matters  have  delayed  me  very  much — far  more  than  would 
at  first  appear.  For  instance,  whilst  writing  any  day's  proceedings  I 
find  an  important  document  referred  to  missing.  A  thorough  search 
through  all  the  mass  in  my  possession  shows  it  is  not  on  hand.  Not 
knowing  its  length,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  leave  room  for  it.  I 
must  therefore  necessarily  delay  further  copying  until  that  paper  is 
found,  which  may  be  at  Richmond  or  elsewhere.  This  occurring' fre- 
quently and  Involving  in  some  cases  months  of  search,  I  have  been 
delayed  in  a  most  annoying  manner.  I  endeavored  to  procure  assist- 
ance at  first,  but,  unable  to  furnish  exemption,  no  one  would  remain 
with  me,  and  but  for  the  voluntary  aid  of  Messrs.  Dixon  and  Lamar 
and  other  gentlemen  I  don't  see  how  I  could  have  gotten  on. 

Another  cause  of  delay  has  been  the  recent  movements  of  the 
enemy.  As  you  directed  me  to  take  good  care  of  these  papers,  I  left 
Atlanta  about  a  month  before  its  fall  and  went  to  West  Point.  Hear- 
ing of  a  threatened  raid  upon  that  place,  I  went  farther  down  into 
AUtbamA,  and  was  surrounded  and  cut  off  by  Rousseau's  raid.  For- 
tunately everything  escaped,  and  I  have  all  in  safety  here. 

Tou  placed  in  my  hands  $2,000.  Of  this  I  expended  $370  for 
materials.  The  remainder,  $1,630,  I  deposited  with  J.  W.  Duncan, 
depositary  in  Atlanta,  about  the  last  of  March,  in  order  to  have  it 
exchanged  for  new  currency,  and  sent  the  certificate  on  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  but  never  received  any  order  on  the  depositary 
for  the  amount  in  new  issue.  I  would  respectfully  ask  your  atten- 
tion to  this,  as  I  have  had  to  use  iny  own  means  in  paying  expenses. 

I  have  written  up  a  iwrtion  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Convention 
and  two-thii^s  of  the  Journals  of  Congress,  both  open  and  secret. 
If  not  interrupted,  I  will  'soon  complete  one  copy,  which  will  enable 
me  to  deposit  the  originals,  as  required  by  law,  and  then  rapidly  work 
np  the  other  copy.  I  trust  all  missing  papers  have  been  secured 
necessary  to  the  accuracy  of  the  work. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  I  have 
been  working  on  this  business  over  a  year,  and  have  reoeiyed  no 
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compensation,  nor  do  I  know  what  I  am  to  receive.  I  wotQd  request 
a  fixed  pay  and  a  return  of  amounts  already  expended. 

As  you  are  aware,  I  have  frequently  been  interrupted  by  the  mili- 
tary, though  through  your  Influence  have  generally  been  relieved. 
Onoe,  however,  I  had  to  submit  to  examination  and  discharge  for 
physical  disability  by  a  board  of  <^nscript  surgeons.  I  heg  you 
would  secure  for  me  from  Congress  special  exemption  whilst  engajged 
on  this  work,  with  privilege  of  going  to  places  of  safety  from  those 
threatened  by  the  enemy.  The  importance  of  this  must  be  apparent, 
both  for  tiie  security  of  the  work  and  its  early  completion.  If  possi- 
ble, I  would  like  to  have  the  appointment  of  an  assistant,  and  would 
recommend  Clinton  I,  Brown,  esq.,  who  has  already  given  me  volnn- 
taiy  aid;  has  been  pronounced  unfit  for  field  service,  and  would  add 
no  expense  whatever  to  the  Government.  This  would  enable  me  to 
proceed  more  rapidly,  and  at  the  same  time  have  the  originals 
arranged  preparatory  to  early  turning  them  over  to  the  Gtovernment. 

It  is  impossible  to  express  my  deep  concern  to  have  this  work  fin- 
ished, and  thus  be  relieved  of  so  cumbrous  and  at  the  same  time 
important  responsibility.  Ton  have  repeatedly  urged  upon  me  the 
importance  of  its  early  completion;  yet  I  have  not  hesitated  to  take 
time  for  gathering  all  important  materials,  believing  that  a  full  and 
accurate  record  of  its  proceedings  was  the  first  object  aimed  at  by  the 
Provisional  Congress.  To  secure  this  delays  have  been  unavoidable; 
but  I  think  they  will  not  occur  again. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  WHITNEB. 


Columbia,  S.  C,  January  15,  1865. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir:  I  have  used  the  detention  forced  uppn  me  at  this  place  by  the 
oonditiou  of  the  roads  in  the  attempt  to  effect  some  reasonable  adjust* 
ment  of  ttie  slave  labor  levy,  so  seriously  impeded  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State,  and,  as  I  feared,  by  the  temper  of  the  Executive  and  the 
people.  I  have  the  honor  to  incl<»e  you  certain  documents  bearing 
on  the  matter. 

After  repeated  and  very  full  conferences  with  the  Governor  he  has 
submitted  to  me  the  report  of  the  State  agent  as  the  exposition  of  the 
law,  the  Executive  policy  in  connection  with  the  subject,  and  the 
pmbable  mode  of  meeting  the  Confederate  requisition. 

The  accompanying  letter  of  Major  Melton  (commandant  conscripts) 
will  exhibit  his  view  as  to  the  probabilities  of  obtaining  slaves  in 
South  Carolina  under  the  instructions  of  December  12,  1864.  I  com- 
mend Major  Melton's  note  to  your  careful  attention.  I  have  not 
assented  to  his  conclusions,  but  have  ordered  the  levy  to  be  proceeded 
with. 

Under  the  instructions  by  which  the  law  is  to  be  administered  I  do 
not  feel  authorized  to  look  to  the  effect  of  this  levy  upon  the  occa- 
sional and  somewhat  eccentric,  and  at  times,  perhaps,  worse  tlian 
useless,  calls  of  the  officers  in  charge  in  this  department. 

In  referring  you  to  the  engineer's  requisition  (see  Colonel  Echols* 
letter),  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  requisition 
has  been  one  of  the  most  serious  impediments  I  have  encountered  in 
my  effort  to  adjust  the  levy  intrusted  to  my  bureau.   Apart  from 
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well-founded  complaints  as  to  tbe  management  of  the  slaves  nnder 
these  OGcasional  calls,  the  fact  of  Buch  diverse  and  disconnected  calls 
for  slaves,  seemingly  not  regulated  by  any  uniform  system  of  respon- 
sibilities, is  recognized  and  avowed  as  one  main  incentive  to  the  unfor- 
tunate sentiment  and  consequent  legislation  in  this  State.  Members 
have  been  sent  to  the  Legislature  avowedly  to  protect  the  people  in 
their  slaves  from  the  Confederate  authorities. 

My  duty  would  properly  be  fully  performed  in  reporting  to  you  the 
extreme  difficulty,  if  not  impossibili^,  of  raising  slaves  under  the 
instructiona  of  December  12, 1864.  I  feel  warranted,  however,  in  sug- 
gMting  as  a  probable  remedy  an  act  of  Congress  expressly  authoriz- 
ing you  to  negotiate  with  the  States  for  the  impressment  of  slaves  on 
such  terms  as  may  be  agreed.  Major  Melton's  note  states  truly  the 
practical  difficulty.  It  exists  in  every  State.  A  regiment  of  cavalry 
"with  bloodhounds  in  every  county  in  the  Confederacy  would  not 
obtain  the  slaves  unless  by  the  intervention  and  use  of  State  laws 
.  and  State  authorities. 

My  hopelessness  of  good  result  will  not  cause  me  to  relax  one 
moment  the  rigor  of  my  efforts. 

I  have  thd  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier-  General  and  Superintendent. 

[Vint  iDdoiMOMnt.] 

Januabt  26,  1865. 

Chief  of  Engineers  for  oonsideration. 
By  order: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL 
AssistarU  Secretary  of  War. 

[Seeond  I&donMUDt.] 

Engineer  Bureau, 

February  J866. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

The  report  of  the  State  agent  of  South  Carolina,  Col.  R.  B.  Johnson, 
makes  it  dear  that  the  best  method  of  procuring  slave  labor  in  that 
State  is  through  the  agency  of  the  State  law,  and  I  would  recommend 
that  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina  be  requested  to 
procure  an  amendment  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  law  so  as  to 
make  the  labor,  when  obtained,  available  for  the  military  purposes  of 
the  Confederacy,  according  to  act  of  February  17, 1864,  i.  e.,  that  the 
term  of  impressment  may  be  for  twelve  months,  the  slaves  to  be  used 
without  the  limits-of  the  State  when  the  good  of  the  service  demands; 
that  they  may  be  subject  to  the  supervision  and  control  of  Confeder- 
ate authorities  and  agents,  and  be  placed  in  all  respects  on  the  same 
footing  as  slaves  impressed  under  said  act  in  other  States.  I  concur 
also  in  the  recommendation  of  Brigadier-General  Preston  as  to  the 
propriety  of  obtaining  a*!!  act  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  expressly 
authorizing  the  Honorable  Secretaiy  of  War  to  negotiate  with  the 
States  for  the  impressment  of  slaves  on  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed 
upon. 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
MoQor-Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau. 
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[Thild  iBdOIMBIMlL] 

Fbbbuabt  2,  1865. 

ENGINBEB  BUBEA.U: 

Tour  indorsement  approved.  Have  such  letters  as  you  would  wish 
prepared  said  submitted. 

J.  A.  S. 

[Ftonrth  iBdonamsnt.] 

Engineer  Bureau, 
February  6, 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War.  Two 
letters  herewith  submitted  in  accordance  with  above  direction.* 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
M<yor-Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau. 

[InolMaroNo.  1.] 

State  of  South  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

January  11,  1866, 

General  John  S.  PrbstoNj 

CoZumEno,  8,  C: 

General:  I  beg  to  send  yon  the  report  of  Colonel  Johnson  and 
the  requisition  of  Major  Echols.  These  papers  will  enable  yon  to 
communicate  with  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  matter  of 
our  conversation. 

Respectfully,  Ac, 

A.  G.  MAGRATH. 

[bialoKirB  Ko.  S.] 

COLUHBIA,  January  10, 1866. 

His  Excellency  Governor  A.  G.  Magrath: 

In  reply  to  the  inquiries  submitted  to  me  yesterday  by  Your  Excel- 
lency and  General  John  S.  Preston,  superintendent  of  conscription, 
in  reference  to  furnishing  the  supply  of  slave  labor  required  by  the 
Confede'rate  Government,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  views: 

First.  I  do  not  Hud  in  the  legislation  of  the  State  any  provision 
which  in  terms  or  by  necessary  implication  precludes  the  enforce- 
ment in  this  State  of  any  impressment  of  slaves  which  the  Confed- 
erate Government  may  oMer.  On  the  contrary,  section  11  of  the  act 
seems  to  have  in  view  the  contingency  of  the  impressment  of  slaves 
beyond  and  outside  of  the  scope  of  the  act.  It  is  conceived,  there- 
fore, that  so  far  as  State  laws  are  concerned  there  exists  no  hindrance 
to  the  impressment  of  slaves  in  this  State  In  obedience  to  orders  of 
the  War  Department. 

Whilst,  however,  there  is  found  no  hindrance  in  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  the  Legislature,  the  fact  that  there  is  such  legislation  oper- 
ates practically  under  the  instructions  of  the  War  Department  to 
preclude  such  impressment. 

The  instructions  of  December  12  direct  that  the  impressment  author- 
ized by  General  Orders,  No.  86,  shall  be  "according  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  provided  for  the  impressment  of  slaves  in  the  States." 
Of  like  tenor  are  the  instructions  of  September  23;  "If  any  of  the 
States  have  passed  any  law  by  which  slaves  can  be  collected  for  the 

'Only  one  letter  found  as  on  inclosore,  for  which  see  Gihner  to  Seddon,  Feb- 
mar7  6,p.  10S8. 
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military  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  as  contemplated  by  said 
act  of  Congress,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Bureau  of  ConBoription  to 
preserve  the  plan  prescribed  by  State  enactment." 

There  being  in  this  State  a  law  enacted  avowedly  for  the  collection 
of  slaves  for  the  military  purposes  of  the  Confederate  States,  and 
prescribing  rules  and  regulations  for  that  purpose,  conformity  to  the 
provision  is  required  by  the  War  Department,  and  practical^  the 
operation  of  any  other  system  or  mode  of  impressment  is  preclnded. 

Second.  The  points  of  conflict  between  the  regulations  of  the  State 
and  those  of  the  War  Dei>artment  are  chiefly  these:  The  act  of  the 
Legislature  contemplates  the  using  of  the  slaves  only  within  the 
State.  The  act  of  Congress  looks  to  their  being  used  anywhere 
**within  the  military  department." 

The  act  of  the  Legislature  restricts  the  labor  to  be  exacted  of  the 
slaves  to  "work  on  the  coast  of  this  State  and  the  fortifications  within 
the  limits  of  the  State,"  and  provides  especially  "that  the  slaves 
shall  not  be  detailed  for  any  other  service  than  such  work  as  is  inti- 
matefy  connected  with  the  defense  of  this  State."  The  act  of  Con- 
gress, on  the  other  hand,  provides  for  other  dutiw,  to  wit: 

DntieB  with  the  Army  or  in  c<nmection  with  the  militaiy  def  oiseB  of  the  ocnrn- 
try  in  the  way  of  work  on  fortifications  or  in  Government  works  for  the  pro- 
duction or  preiutration  of  msterialB  of  war  or  in  military  hospitals. 

The  act  of  the  Legislature  directs  a  mode  of  appraisement  by  the 
sheriff  and  a  "loyal  citizen"  to  be  chosen  by  the  owner.  The  orders 
of  the  War  Department  direct  an  appraisement ' '  under  the  law  regu- 
lating Impressments."  The  instructions  of  December  12  direct  still 
another  mode,  to  wit,  "by  the  impressing  officer  axid.  the  advisory 
board."  (This  matter  of  the  appraisement  of  the  slaves,  by  the  way, 
is  found  to  be  one  of  the  most  embarrassing  of  the  many  difficult 
problems  involved,  and  from  it  already  has  sprung  very  much  dis- 
satisfaction. The  adoption  of  some  uniform  mode,  equally  binding 
on  the  individual  and  the  Confederate  Government,  is  most  essential 
to  any  successful  impressment.)  To  some  extent  these  points  of  con- 
flict may  be  avoided  by  such  conformity  to  the  State  regulations  as  is 
required  by  the  Instructions  of  December  12.  The  order  to  impress 
the  slaves  according  to  State  rules  and  regulations  would  seem  to 
imply  conformity  to  the  mode  of  appraisement  prescribed  by  the 
State  law,  such  being  one  of  the  State  "regulations." 

This  idea  fully  carried  out  would  perhaps  control  all  the  points  of 
difference  by  virtually  superseding  all  Confederate  regulations  and 
snbstitnting  therefor  the  "rules  and  regulations"  of  the  State  law. 
The  order  to  "  pursue  the  plan  prescribed  by  State  enactment"  would 
seem  to  carry  with  it  a  conformity  to  all  the  incidents  and  conditions 
of  the  "plan." 

Third.  It  is  clear  that  the  State  authorities  cannot  furnish  any  num- 
toer  of  slaves  to  the  Confederate  Government  on  the  terms  of  the 
instructions  of  the  War  Department.  They  can  only  be  furnished 
According  to  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  State  law.  These  terms  are 
as  follows :  First,  the  period  of  service  will  be  for  twelve  months ;  sec- 
ond, a  portion  of  the  number  will  be  levied  for  only  two  months  from 


z-ight  to  remove  his  slaves  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  and  substitute 
others;  fourth,  the  slaves  will  be  appraised  according  to  the  regula- 
t>ions  prescribed  by  the  act;  fifth,  the  use  of  the  slaves  will  be  restricted 
to  "  work  on  the  coast  of  this  State  and  the  fortifications  within  the 


owners  who  are  liable  for 


;  third,  each  owner  will  have  the 
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limit  of  the  State;"  sixth,  the  dlBcipline  of  the  slaveB,  their  clothing, 
diet,  and  general  treatment  will  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  State 
agent. 

Fourth.  The  qamtion  as  to  how  far  the  State  can  meet  the  reqnim- 
tions  of  the  Confederate  Govemment  through  the  operation  of  the 
State  law  it  is  very  difficult  to  determine.  If  the  call  of  Major  Echols 
of  3,000  slaves  be  regarded  as  a  distinct  call  from  that  made  through 
the  Bureau  of  Conscription,  the  aggregate  of  the  two  is  beyond  the 
present  energy  of  the  State  law. 

Your  Excellency  is  forbidden  to  levy  at  any  one  time  more  than  the 
one-tenth  of  the  male  slaves  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty 
years.  The  returns  from  the  several  districts  show  an  aggregate  of 
about  36,000  male  slaves  in  the  State  liable  to  impressment.  Assuming 
tiiat  these  retums  fall  short  of  the  accurate  number  (and  such,  I  have 
no  doubt,  is  the  fact),  and  that  a  close  enumeration  would  show  even 
fiO,000,  the  levy  of  one-tenth  of  this  number — distributed  as  the  slaves 
are  among  many  owners,  a  large,  and  perhaps  a  larger,  part  of  them 
owning  less  than  ten,  and  still  another  portion  having  fractions  above 
ten — would  scarcely  yield  the  2,500  called  for  through  the  Bureau. 
The  other  requisition  could  only  be  met  by  another  and  subsequent 
levy.  But  jt  is  worthy  of  consideration  whether  the  requisitions  are 
distinct.  The  orders  of  the  War  Department  direct  the  Bureau  of 
Conscription  to  procure  "according  to  State  rules  and  regulations" 
2,500  slaves,  "to  be  turned  over  to  the  engineer  officer  instructed  to 
receive  them,  for  labor  in  the  engineer  and  other  departments  of  ^e 
service."  The  engineer  himself  applied  for  these  slaves,  varying  ihe 
number  to  3,000.  It  niust  be  assumed  that  he  is  acting  under  the 
instructionB  of  the  War  Department;  that  he  ia,  in  the  langoiige  of 
the  general  order, "  the  enginew  officbr  instrnctecl  to  receive  Uiem." 

The  instmctiona  of  the  War  Department  for  the  levy  of  the  2,500 
do  not  indicate  any  other  purpose  to  which  they  are  to  be  applied 
than  that  indicated  in  the  general  order. 

It  is  therefore  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  2,500  are  wanted  for 
the  same  purpose  as  the  3,000  called  for  by  Major  Echols,  and  tiiat 
the  receipt  of  the  2,500  by  Major  £chols,  "  an  engineer  officer  author- 
ized to  receive  them,"  would  be  on  the  part  of  the  State  a  compliance 
with  the  requisition  ordered  through  the  Bureau  under  General 
Orders,  No.  86. 

Fifth.  If  it  be  assumed  that  the  levy  called  for  through  the  Bureau 
of  Conscription  is  distinct  from  that  called  for  by  Major  Echols  and 
for  other  purposes  than  those  contemplated  by  the  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  cannot  be  made.  The 
purposes  for  which  the  slaves  are  wanted  would  preclude  the  operati<nk  i 
of  the  State  law  for  the  piu-pose  of  raising  them,  whilst  the  conscript 
authorities,  being  requiried  to  act  in  conformity  with  the  State  law, 
would  have  no  authority  to  resort  to  any  mode  of  impressment  o^er 
than  that  prescribed  by  the  State  law. 

Should  the  War  Department  disembarrass  the  question  by  ordering 
the  impressment  to  be  made  in  pursuance  of  the  Confederate  law  of 
impressments  and  irrespective  of  State  Legislature,  I  am  fully  assured, 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  difficulties  and  embarrassments  which 
attend  the  levying  of  slave  labor,  that  the  conscript  authorities  can- 
not successfully  proceed  with  such  impressment.  So  continuous  have 
been  the  calls  for  slave  labor  for  the  past  three  years,  so  widespread 
has  become  the  dissatisfaction  among  slave-owneis  wiUi  the  treatment 
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of  their  slaves,  so  imperfect  have  been  the  laws  to  enforce  equality 
in  the  distribution  of  the  burden,  that  the  well  affected  are  very 
reluctant  to  respond  to  any  call,  whilst  the  factious  and  unpatriotic, 
the  lukewarm  and  the  disaffected,  now  so  numerous,  are  ready  to 
Interpose  every  possible  hindrance  to  the  execution  of  sach  impress- 
ment. The  slaves  themBelves  are  very  averse  to  this  labor,  and  their 
owneis  sympathize  with  them,  feel  for  tiiem,  and  are  disposed  to 
screen  them.  All  attempts,  therefore,  to  impress  by  main  caption 
would  be  futile.  The  owner  has  but  to  wink  at  evasions  by  the  slayes 
and  the  best  concerted  efforts  for  arrest  are  foiled. 

The  aid  and  the  authority  of  the  master  is  indispensable,  and  as 
the  Confederate  authorities  possess  no  control  over  nim,  can  impose 
upon  him  no  pain  or  penalties,  they  must  in  the  present  condition  of 
affairs  be  powerless  to  act  effectually.  I  am  satisfied  that  slaves  can 
be  impressed  only  through  the  agency  of  the  State  authorities  and  in 
conformity  with  State  law.  It  may  also  be  added  that  any  attempt  to 
enforce  an  impresnnent  under  Confederate  orders  cotemporaneously 
with  an  impressment  under  State  laws  would  result  prejudiols^, 
each  operating  to  embarrass  and  defeat  the  other. 

The  practical  conclusions  drawn  from  a  consideration  of  the  whole 
subject  are  these : 

First.  The  conscript  authorities  cannot,  under  their  instructions, 
proceed  to  impress  slaves  in  this  State  otherwise  than  by  the  State 
agencies  and  in  conformity  with  State  rules  and  regulations. 

Second.  The  State  law  is  adequate  to  the  raising  of  2,500  or  3,000 
slaves  at  any  one  time,  and  the  requisition  made  through  the  Bureau 
may  be  met,  except  as  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  service. 

Third.  The  levying  of  the  2,600  under  the  requisition  through  the 
Bureau  and  the  turning  of  them  overto  the  "engineer  officer  instructed 
to  receive  them  "  could  not  be  regarded  otherwise  than  as  a  satisfac- 
tion of  the  requisition.  -  The  receipt  of  them  by  the  engineer  officer 
would  operate  as  a  satisfaction  pro  tanto  of  the  requisition  made  by 
or  through  him. 

Fourth.  If  it  be  assumed  that  the  requisition  made  through  the 
Bureau  is  for  other  purposes  than  those  contemplated  by  the  State 
act,  it  cannot  be  met,  neither  by  the  State  authorities,  for  want  of 
authority  under  the  act,  nor  yet  by  the  conscript  authorities,  for 
want  of  authority  under  their  instructions,  or,  having  such  authority, 
because  of  practical  and  insurmountable  difficulties. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  I  be  authorized  to  proceed  at  once  to 
levy  the  one-tenth  of  the  male  slaves  of  the  State  between  the  ages 
indicated  in  the  act,  and  to  turn  over  the  slaves  so  levied  to  the  engi- 
neer  officer  who  may  be  instructed  to  receive  them.  I  would  also 
re^>ectfully  ask  that  in  the  exercise  of  my  power  to  appoint  sub- 
agencies  the  authority  of  the  superintendent  of  conscription  be  given 
me  to  appoint  and  use  the  conscription  agencies  of  the  State.  He 
can  aid  me  much,  not  alone  in  procuring  a  correct  enumeration  of 
slaves  and  in  making  the  proper  assessments  upon  owners,  bnt  in  col- 
lecting and  forwarding  the  slaves. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  JOHNSON, 
Agent  of  State  of  South  CaroLina. 
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[XnolMon  Ho.  B.] 

Headquarters  Conscript  Defarthent, 

Columbia,  January  14t  1865, 

General  John  S.  Preston, 

Superimiendeni  of  Conscription: 

General:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  yesterday 
making  the  following  inquiries: 

First.  Whether  in  my  judgment  there  can  be  procured  in  this  State, 
under  existing  laws  and  regulations,  the  slaves  required  by  instruc- 
tions of  the  War  Department  of  date  the  12th  of  December,  ultimo? 

Second.  Whether  by  any  means  the  instructions  of  the  12th  of 
December  can  be  executed  and  the  2,600  slaves  procured  on  the  terms 
of  the  law? 

In  teplyto  these  inqoiries  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  say: 
First  That  the  "laws  and  regulations"  of  the  State  are  inadequate 
to  the  fumifiJiing  of  the  slaves  required,  and  such  slaves  cannot  be 
procured  by  any  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  oonseript  authorities 
according  to  or  in  conformity  with  those  regulations.  The  State 
enactment  appears  not  to  have  been  framed  with  a  view  to  the  meet- 
ing of  requisitions  for  slaves  under  the  act  of  Congress,  and  its  pro- 
visions are  not  such  as  to  facilitate  the  enforcement  of  sach  an 
impressment. 

Second.  The  instructions  of  the  12th  of  December  cannot,  in  my 
judgment,  be  executed  otherwise  than  irrespectively  of  aU  State 
regulations. 

Having  been  present  at  the  several  conferences  between  yonrself 
and  His  Excellency  Governor  Magrath  and  Colonel  Johnson,  the  State 
agent,  and  having  myself  carefully  examined  the  laws  of  Congress 
and  of  the  State,  as  also  the  orders  and  instructions  of  the  War 
Department,  I  have  attained  these  conolusions: 

First.  That  there  exists  no  impediment  springing  either  from  the 
laws  of  the  State  or  from  the  views  of  His  ExceUency  the  Governor 
to  the  impressment  of  slaves  by  the  Confederate  Government  for  the 
purposes  contemplated  by  the  instructions  of  the  War  Dei>artment. 

Second.  That  such  impressment,  if  authorized  irrespectively  of 
State  regulations,  may  be  made  by  the  conscript  authorities  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Confederate  law  of  impressments. 

The  chief  question  involved  in  this  inquiry  appears  to  me  this: 
Whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  slaves  required  cannot  be  pro- 
cured according  to  the  regulations  of  the  State,  it  be  advisable  to 
attempt  to  procure  them  by  an  impressment  made  irrespective  of  State 
regulations.  Without  assuming  to  indicate  any  opinion  on  this  point 
my  judgment  is  that  the  attempt  at  this  time  is  unadvteable.  The  rea- 
sons which  induce  this  opinion  are  many.  I  may  mention  these.  -  You 
are  aware  that  the  orders  of  the  State  t^ent  have  already  been  issued 
for  the  impressment  during  the  month  of  one-tenth  of  the  male  slaves 
of  the  State  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty  years.  Whilst 
these  orders  are  operating  and  owners  and  slaves  are  subject  to  the 
disturbing  effects  of  their  enforcement,  it  would,  I  think,  be  injudi- 
cious to  complicate  the  matter  by  throwing  out  other  orders  and  exe- 
cuting still  another  impressment.  The  levying  of  slaves  ia  a  matter 
of  the  utmost  delicacy,  and  I  would  hesitate  to  provoke  a  disregard 
of  the  ordera  of  the  Government  and  of  the  great  necessity  from 
which  these  orders  spring  by  such  a  complication  of  things  as  would 
leave  slave-owners  doubtful  and  embarrassed  as  to  what  to  do,  or  dis- 
satisfied with  what  may  be  done. 
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There  is  much  force  in  the  suggestion  made  by  Colonel  Johnson 
that  the  anthority  of  the  master  is  indispensable  to  the  impressment 
and  collection  of  the  slaves.  This  authority  of  the  master  cannot  be 
evoked  under  other  than  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  and  any 
effort  to  execute  a  forcible  Impressment  without  such  authority,  whilst 
it  might  result  in  the  gathering  in  of  the  number  at  present  required, 
would  leave  in  its  train  such  a  condition  of  things  as  would  render 
abortive  any  future  efforts  of  like  cliaracter. 

Further,  the  impressment,  if  successful  in  its  results,  must  be  so  I 
fear  by  the  defeat  of  the  State  impressment.  It  would  be  an  error  to 
assume  that  the  State  will  succeed  in  levying  the  one-tenth,  and  that 
in  addition  thereto  the  conscript  authorities  will  procure  the  2,500. 
If  both  orders  be  operative  at  the  same  time,  it  will  not  fail  to  present 
itself  to  the  minds  of  slave-owners  that  they  can  avoid  the  State 
impressment  by  yielding  to  the  Confederate  -impressment,  and  claim- 
ing a  credit  on  their  liability,  under  the  State  impressment  (as  they 
are  privileged  to  do  by  section  11  of  the  State  act),  for  such  number 
of  slaves  as  they  may  furnish.  Should  this  idea  prevail  among  slave- 
owners it  would  operate  to  throw  into  the  Confederate  impressment  a 
number  of  slaves  perhaps  equal  to  tlie  extent  of  our  present  requisi- 
tion, but  only  by  absorbing  to  that  extent  the  State  levy.  It  is  known 
to  you  that  the  slaves  called  for  by  the  State  are  to  be  turned  over  to 
the  Confederate  military  authorities,  although  not  with  any  view 
to  meet  the  requisition  made  through  your  bureau.  Will  anything 
be  gained  practically,  if  we  shall  succeed  in  raising  2,500  by  defeat- 
ing the  State  call  for  3,000  ?  Is  there  not  even  a  greater  danger  to  be 
apprehended  iu  that  both  requisitions  may  be  defeated,  and  such 
condition  of  things  be  the  result  as  may  much  impede  and  embarrass 
further  efforts? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly,  your  most  obedient, 

C.  D.  MELTON, 
Major,  Commanding  Conscripts. 

[Inoloanrs  lfo.4.] 

C.  S.  Engineer  ^bparthent.  South  Carolina, 

Charleston^  8.  C,  January  S,  1865. 
His  Excellency  Governor  A.  G.  Maorath, 

State  of  South  Carolina  : 
Goybrnob:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the  following  state- 
ment of  labor  required  for  military  works  at  present  in  anticipation 
and  progress: 


Combahee  line   500 

Combahee  to  Ashepoo     800 

Asbepoo  to  Edisto   800 

Edisto  to  Rantowles     500 

Edisto  lines   300 

James  and  John's  Islands.   300 

City   150 

Fort  Sumter   200 


Total  aiaount  required,  including  the  proceeds  of  regular  call  2, 550 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H,  ECHOLS, 

65  B  B— SERIES  IV,  VOL  HI 
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[Inolosnre  Ko.S.] 

C.  S.  Engineer  Department,  South  Carolina, 

Charleston,  S.  C,  December  24,  1864. 
His  Excellency  Governor  A.  G.  Magrath, 

Stai^  of  South  Carolina : 

Ooybrnor:  I  have  the  honor  to  address  you  in  relation  to  the 
means  of  supplying  labor  for  the  defenses.  I  have  noticed  the  recent 
act  of  the  L^islature  on  the  subject,  which  will  give  much  satisfac- 
tion generally;  but  at  this  moment,  before  it  can  be  put  into  success- 
ful operation,  I  thought  it  would  be  well  to  anticipate  our  wanti*,  and 
if  you  could  not  through  the  agent  of  State  promulgate  some  call  to 
provide  labor  which  you  know  is  now  and  will  be  needed.  The  regu- 
lar call  is  made  in  January,  but  its  production  will  not  be  adequate 
to  the  extended  and  new  lines  we  may  bo  called  upon  to  adopt.  He 
had  better  have  a  surplus  than  too  few.  We  can  supply  3,000  and 
more.  With  a  view  to  the  interest  of  the  country  I  have  presumed 
to  address  you  on  this  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  ECHOLS, 

Major  and  Engineer. 


Treasury  Department, 

January  16,  I860. 

Hon.  F.  S.  Lyon, 

Chairman : 

Sir:  I  have  given  the  most  anxious  consideration  to  the  sugges- 
tions in  favor  of  reducing  the  rates  of  taxation  proposed,  and  have 
with  much  regret  to  express  my  entire  conviction  that  it  will  be 
impossible  to  make  any  abatement.  The  result  of  imposing  10  xwr 
cent,  ad  valorem  tax  upon  agricultural  proi>erty,  and  crediting  the  tax 
in  kind  at  the  neighborhood  value,  I  feel  pei-suaded  would  be  the 
simple  receipt  of  the  tax  in  kind  and  nothing  more.  The  value  of 
the  produce  received  la^t  year  is  estimated  at  schedule  prices  at 
1145,000,000,  yet  the  whole  credit  given,  both  for  the  tax  in  kind 
against  ad  valorem  tax,  and  (on  other  property)  for  the  ad  valorem  tax 
gainst  the  income  tax,  was  only  |tl2S,  787,245,  showing  that  the  tax 
in  kind  exceeded  in  value  the  sum  necessary,  even  at  schedule  rates, 
to  ofiteet  and  discharge  the  ad  valorem  tax.  The  total  value  of  taxa- 
ble property  is  $4,351,000,  as  stated  in  your  calculations;  but  from 
this  assessed  value  large  deductions  were  made  for  the  partial  occu- 
pation of  the  territory  of  the  different  States  by  the  enemy.  I  refer 
to  Mr.  Commissioner  Allan's  report  annexed  to  tlie  report  from  this 
Department  of  November  7.  The  sum  total  of  the  reductions  thus 
made  was  about  26  i>er  cent. 


The  value  of  agricnltTiTal  property  was  estimated  at  |S,  900, 000, 000 

Deduct  25  per  cent    725, 000, 000 


2, 175.000.000 

10  per  cent,  tax  wotdd  be . ,  -     S17, 500, 000 


Yalne  of  tiie  tax  in  kind  at  echednle  prices   145, 000, 000 

Add  60  per  crait.  far  new  mode  of  valaation  ^   72, 500, 000 


This  calculation  shows  that  an  advance  of  only  50  per  cent,  in  the 
valuation  of  the  tax  in  kind  would  sufilce  to  extinguish  by  the  pro- 
posed credit  the  whole  snm  of  the  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
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I  should  discharge  the  responsible  duties  deyolved  upon  me  un- 
faithfully if  I  omitted  to  place  this  result  before  the  committee  in  a 
clear  and  unambiguous  light.  The  calculations  you  have  done  me 
the  honor  to  submit  to  my  examination  lead  to  results  quite  too  large 

in  view  of  past  experience. 

Assuming  that  5  per  cent,  additional  upon  proi)erty  (at  specie 
value)  is  the  eq^iivalent  of  10  per  cent,  additional  upon  Income,  to 
which  I  agree,  you  estimate  the  product  of  the  taxes  proposed  at 
$952,670,723.  The  experience  of  last  year  showed  that  the  whole 
product  of  the  taxation  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  duplicate  was 
$360,000,000,  after  restoring  the  credit  given  for  the  tax  in  Mnd,  Ac. 

Upon  this  basis  we  have  no  right  to  anticipate  a  greater  yield  thim 
$720,000,000,  which  is  •232,000,000  less  than  your  estimate.  By  refer- 
ence to  page  11  of  my  report  of  November  7  it  will  be  seen  ttutt — 

The  most  moderate  estimate  of  the  expenditures  that  could  be 

made  for  the  year  at  this  time  was   $774,000,000 

In  view  of  onr  present  circumstances,  the  sum  of  $60,000,000  for 

the  cancellatiiHi  of  notes  may  be  deducted   00, 000, 000 

714  000  000 

Add  the  new  demands   396*  000^  000 

1,110,000,000 

To  be  raised  by  taxation  as  proposed   720,000,000 

For  sale  of  bonds,  tempmary  loans,  cotton,  &c   400, 000, 000 

1,120,000,000 

Yon  will  perceive  liow  far  short  of  the  actual  demands  upon  the 
Treasury  the  whole  yield  of  the  taxes  proiwsed  must  prove  without 
an  abatement  for  the  tax  in  kind.  But  if  from  the  estimated  amount 
of  $714,000,000  there  is  deducted  $217,000,000  for  the  credit  of  the 
tax  in  kind,  as  I  feel  confident  would  be  the  result  in  such  a  case, 
the  revenue  would  be  reduced  to  $500,000,000 — the  demands  are 
$1,120,000,000. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  TRENHOLM, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaswry. 


Subsistence  Bureau, 
Richmond^  January  17^  1866. 

Hon.  JAHBS  A.  Seddok, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  indorsement  on  the  letter  of  the  Honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  10th  instant,  I  have  to  say  that  1  have 
no  doubt  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  feels  very  anxious  to  fur- 
nish this  Bureau  the  funds  needed,  and  I  am  not  aware  of  any  reason 
to  lead  to  the  inference  that  I  entertained  the  dontrary  opinion.  I 
have  only  to  deal  with  the  facts.  In  the  early  part  of  last  year,  when 
the  object  of  the  Bureau,  as  has  ever  been  the  case,  was  to  convert 
as  much  as  possible  of  its  appropriation  of  depreciating  currency  Into 
appreciating  commodities,  it  had  not  the  money  wherewith  to  make 
purchases  and  had,  in  consequence  of  the  tax  upon  the  currency,  to 
turn  in  through  its  officers  more  than  it  received  in  the  first  three 
months,  $22,000,000  being  turned  in,  against  $21,000,000  received,  this 
being  the  season,  too,  for  collecting  meats  and  the  whole  country  scram- 
bling for  supplies  of  meat  for  the  year's  consumption.   In  the  next 
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quarter  this  Bureau  received  $28,000,000,  making  less  than  $5,000,000 
per  month  for  the  first  half  year.  The  appropriation  for  the  next 
six  months  ending  December  31,  1864,  was  not  $100,000,000,  but 
$193,000,000.  The  language  of  the  appropriation  act  is  unmistakable: 
**For  the  purchase  of  subsistence  stores  and  commissary  property, 
in  addition  to  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  last  appropriation," 
$100,000,000.    The  balance  undrawn  on  July  1  was  $93,000,000. 

The  estimate  for  this  Bureau  was  $177,000,000,  and  its  actual  ex- 
penses east  of  the  Mississippi  about  $125,000,000,  of  which  $00,000,000 
was  furnished,  $67,000,000  in  currency  and  $23,000,000  in  certificates 
and  bonds  which  the  people  are  unwiUing  to  receive,  and  a  portion  of 
which  has  not  been  disposed  of,  as  the  Treasury  price  of  bonds  is  now 
20  per  cent,  above  market  price,  and  there  is  no  law  to  force  the 
people  to  take  these  bonds,  so  that  the  Treasury  has  furnished  the 
currency  for  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  expenses  of  the  Bureau.  This 
Bureau  has  received  about  one-fourth  of  its  amount  in  bonds,  which 
is  as  much  if  not  more  than  its  fair  proportion. 

The  appropriation  asked  for,  for  the  present  six  months,  is 
$120^000,000,  or  a  per  diem  of  $774,000  for  the  155  working  days,  of 
which  a  per  diem  of  $370,000  is  paid— less  than  half.  The  Secrelaiy 
of  the  Treasury  has  fallen  into  a  singular  error  of  making  a  per  diem 
of  $383,000  instead  of  the  above  $774,000  (caused  probably  by  his 
mistaking  the  estimate  for  six  months  for  one  for  twelve  months). 

It  having  been  demonstrated  that  even  with  the  aid  of  some  impress- 
ments (partially  submitted  to  by  the  patriotic),  funds  adequate  to 
make  purchases  and  impressments  could  not  be  obtained,  and  that 
arrearages  aiid  indebtedness  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  credit  no 
longer  availed,  this  Bureau  was  forced  to  the  conviction  that  without 
this  aid  of  impressment  and  with  the  unlimited  exaltation  of  prices 
(the  alternative  of  enforcing  impressment)  there  could  not  be  funds 
adequately  furnished  to  procure  essentials--bread  and  meat ;  therefore 
some  curtailment  was  necessary  and  inevitable.  The  Secretaiy  of  the 
Treasury  was  called  on  by  me  last  summer  and  I  invited  his  atten- 
tion to  the  alternative  of  exaltation  of  prices  without  limit  as  the 
inevitable  result  of  being  forced  to  yield  the  aid  of  impre^mente, 
which  had  no  power  in  law,  and  was  being  overthrown  by  the  resist- 
ance of  the  people  generally. 

Shortly  after  tlie  5th  of  September  I  called  and  read  him  my  circu- 
lar of  that  date,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent,*  in  which  I  discussed 
these  matters  and  stated  that  the  interest  of  his  Department,  of  the 
currency,  and  the  fate  of  the  country,  depended,  I  thought,  on  the 
principles  of  that  circular  being  sustained,  and  that  it  should  be  made 
at  once  a  subject  of  Grovemment  consideration.  It  certainly  was  a 
subject  vital  to  his  Department  and  my  Bureau. 

It  affords  this  Bureau  the  highest  satisfaction  to  be  assured  through 
the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  on  this  point  he  has 
reason  to  hope  that  prompt  measures  of  relief  will  be  adopted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 
Commissa/ry'QeTtercd  of  Subsistence. 

[Vint  IndmenMOit] 

January  19,  1865. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
inviting  his  attention  to  this  letter  of  the  Commissary-General, 

•See  p.  688. 
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which  relates  more  to  the  operations  of  his  Department  than  to  those 
of  this. 

J.  A.  SEDDON. 

[Seeond  litd«nein«itt.] 

January  28,  1865. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

The  most  earnest  appeals  have  been  made  to  Congress  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  Treasury,  and  tl^e  exertions  of  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  imd  Means  invoked  to  procure  early  action 
on  the  subject. 

G.  A.  TRENHOLM, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Hbadquabtkbs  York's  Command, 
Salisbury f  N.  C,  Jamtary  27 y  1866. 

Gteneral  R.  E.  Lee: 

Sir:  We  have  now  in  our  camp  between  600  and  700  recruits.  The 
great  obstacle  has  been  the  difficulty  of  procuring  clothing  and 
supplies  from  the  quartermaster's  department.  We  have  also  been 
interfered  with  by  the  recruiting  officers  of  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Tucker.  If  we  could  have  the  exclusive  privilege  of  recruiting  in 
all  the  prisons  for  some  weeks  we  have  no  doubt  but  that  we  could 
shortly  muster  a  brigade  composed  of  such  material  as  would  reflect 
no  discredit  upon  our  army.  We  hope  that  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to 
fceter  this  enterprise  and  see  that  the  necessary  clothing,  <&c.,  be 
issued  by  the  quartermaster's  department,  as  we  can  do  nothing 
without  the  uniforms. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  YORK, 
Brigadier-  General. 

[Flnt  Indonement.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

January  24,  1865. 

Respectfully  referred  for  the  consideration  of  the  War  Department. 
I  am  ignorant  of  the  reason  that  induced  authority  t-o  be  given  to 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Tucker  and  others.  General  York  is  recruiting 
for  the  Louisiana  brigade. 

R.  E.  LKE, 

General. 

fSaoond  indonenMnt.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Fefyruary  7,  1S6S. 

'  Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War.  The 
authority  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tucker  was  grtuited  before  Brigadier- 
General  York  was  authorized  to  recruit  for  his  command.  It  is 
understood  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tucker  has  completed  his  enlist- 
ments, unless  he  be  authorized  to  recruit  another  company  to  form  a 
re^ment. 
By  order: 

.TNO.  BLAIR  HOGE, 
Assistant  ^djutani- General. 
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[Third  Indonoiiwit.] 


FBBBXTABT  11,  1865. 


Adjutant-General  : 

A  privilege  was  granted  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tucker  to  complete 
his  regiment  some  day  or  two  ago.  If  that  enterprise  be  deemed  of 
less  importance  than  tne  one  herein  mentioned,  it  might  be  proper  to 
recall  that  order.  Your  opinion  upon  this  is  desired.  No  other 
authority  has  been  given. 

By  order: 


[January  17,  1865, — For  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Yii^linia,  in  reference  to  placing  General  Lee  in  <K)mmand  of  all  the 
armies  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  reply  of  JefEerson  Davis  to  let- 
ter transmitting  the  same,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XL VI,  Part  II,  pp.  1084, 
1091.] 


[January  18,  1865. — For  Davis  to  Clark,  urging  extraordinary 
exertion  to  re-enforce  General  Taylor,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLV,  Part  11, 


CONFBDBRATB  STATES  OP  AMERICA,  WaR  DEPARTMENT, 

Sichvwnd,  Fa.,  January  19 ^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb, 


General  :  Your  several  letters  advising  strongly  resort  to  a  system 
of  volunteering  and  the  formation  of  new  organizations,  instead  of 
reliance  on  the  operations  of  the  conscript  law,  for  the  increase  of  our 
forces,  have  had  my  anxious  consideration,  and  have  been  submitted 
for  the  judgment  of  the  President. 

On  the  scorM  of  policy  and  equity,  having  reference  as  well  to  the 
sentiments  and  interests  of  those  already  in  tiie  armies  as  of  those  still 
out  of  service,  it  has  been  concluded  that  such  new  oi^anizatlons 
should  not  be  invited  or  allowed.  Besides,  without  additional  legis- 
lation there  would  be  no  authority  in  all  those  portions  of  the  Con- 
federacy accessible  to  enrolling  oflBcers  to  allow  such  voluntary  oi^an- 
izatiom,  and  it  is  very  doubtful  whether,  in  view  of  the  opposition 
entertained  to  them  by  most  of  our  leading  generals,  such  legislation 
could  be  procured. 

Dismissing,  therefore,  that  mode  of  increasing  our  forces,  it  is  of 
urgent  necessity  that  you  should  adopt  all  practical  means  and  employ 
your  best  energies  in  carrying  out  thoroughly  the  conscript  law  iu 
your  State.  Although  you  have,  in  pressing  your  views,  not  shrunk 
from  the  implication  of  confessing  failure,  I  am  satisfied  no  such  fail- 
nre  will  result,  on  your  directing  your  own  special  attention  and 
efforts  to  insure  success. 

It  is  represented  that  there  are  very  large  numbers  of  men  in  your 
State  who  have  escaped  conscription  through  the  remissness,  ineffi- 
ciency, or  connivance  of  the  enrolling  officers.  As  a  class,  these  officers 
in  your  State  are  said  to  have  been  peculiarly  incompetent,  and  that 
it  is  very  diffloolt  to  obtun  others  adequate. 


J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


p.  794.] 
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In  this  State  advantage  has  been  fonnd  by  General  Kemper,  who 
has  been  actively  enforcing  conscription,  in  having  all  retired  officers 
capable  of  service  and  supemnmeraries  report  to  him,  and  using  them. 
By  selections  from  them  and  among  the  reserves,  where  many  intelli- 
gent men  of  influence  are  now  ranged,  he  has  much  improved  the 
corps  of  enrolling  officers  in  this  State.  Thinking  it  probable  you 
might  derive  benefit  from  a  like  command  of  invalid  and  supema- 
Tnerary  officers,  I  have  caused  an  order  to  be  issued  requiring  all  auoh 
in  your  State  to  report  to  you  for  assignment,  and  I  would  advise  you 
to  substitute  the  more  active  and  intelligent  among  them  for  the 
enrolling  officers  you  have  had,  sending  all  the  latter  capable  of  active 
service  to  the  field. 

Our  late  reverses  and  the  despondency  they  have  caused  will  be  best 
remedied  by  strengthening  our  armies,  and  no  duty  at  this  time  is 
more  important  and  imperative  than  the  energetic  enforcement  of  our 
conscript  laws.  The  Department  has  full  confidence  in  your  appre- 
ciation and  execution  of  it. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

,  Secretary  of  War. 


Office  Chief  Commissaey  of  Subsistence, 

Second  District  of  Virginia, 
CharloUesviUe,  January  ^0,  1866. 

Maj.  B.  P.  NOLAND, 

Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence^  Virginia : 
Major:  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Capt.  Thomas  R.  Foster, 
assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  third  division  of  my  district,  in 
which  he  says: 

I  have  great  difficnlty  in  my  own  mind  to  know  what  I  onght  to  do  tmder 
existing  circnmstancee.  I  know  the  QoTemment  needs  every  hoof  in  my  division, 
yet  I  do  not  feel  that  I  wonld  be  doing  the  farmers  jnstioe  to  take  tneir  stock 
unless  I  knew  where  or  when  the  pay  wonld  c<nue.  I  now  owe  the  people  $40,000 
or  $50,000  in  gold  and  greenbacks.  Have  written  yon  several  letters  setting  forth 
my  difflcnlties.  Have  received  no  answer,  and  conseqtiently  have  nothing  to  base 
a  promise  upon,  uid  now  think  it  best  to  retire  from  the  market  until  I  know 
something  definite  in  regard  to  my  fntare  supply  of  funds. 

In  the  several  replies  I  made  to  Captain  Foster's  letters  (none  of 
which  he  seems  to  have  received  at  the  writing  of  the  above)  I  have 
informed  him  that  I  have  regularly  sent  him  all  the  specie  and  IT.  S. 
currency  that  have  come  into  my  hands ;  that  I  had  no  means  of  know- 
ing to  what  extent  the  Subsistence  Bureau  could  command  these 
funds,  but  that  all  I  could  do  would  be  done  to  keep  him  supplied 
with  the  funds  necessary  to  work  his  division.  When  I  first  took 
chaise  of  the  district,  funds  other  than  C.  S.  not«s  were  needed  only 
immediately  along  the  enemy's  border.  Indeed,  at  a  few  miles  dis- 
tant therefrom  the  people  not  only  received  Confederate  money 
readily,  but  felt  themselves  open  to  the  suspicion  of  disloyalty  if  they 
took  greenbacks.  This  is  no  longer  the  case.  The  people  for  a  belt 
of  several  counties  along  l^e  Potomac  now  refuse  to  take  anjrthing 
but  U.  S.  currency,  cotton,  or  gold.  These  are  the  only  counties  in  my 
district  from  which  any  considerable  amount  of  meats  are  gotten,  and 
it  seems  to  me  of  the  utmost  importance  that  my  officers  should  be 
supplied  not  only  with  funds  to  meet  their  present  indebtedness,  bu^ 
to  make  future  purchases.    I  am  not  informed  of  the  difficulties  that 
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attend  the  efforts  of  the  Bureau  in  furnishing  its  ofBoers  funds.  I 
can  only  say  that  no  requisition  that  I  have  made  since  the  Ist  of 
April  last  has  been  fully  met.  Without  funds,  with  a  credit  impaired 
by  a  failure  to  comply  with  past  obligations,  and  restricted  to  a  low 
schedule  of  prices,  it  is  impossible  for  the  officers  of  my  district  to 
compete  with  the  agents  of  other  bureaus  and  speoalators. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  N.  NOLAND, 
MagoT  and  Chief  Commissary  of  Stibsistencej  2d  Dist  of  Virgmia. 

[Ffnt  indorwnMot.] 

Office  Chibf  Cohhissabt  of  Subsistbitcb  fob  Yiboinu, 

RichmoTidj  January  2S,  1866. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Commissary-Gieneral  of  Subsistence. 

The  subject  referred  to  in  this  letter  is  a  most  important  one.  The 
supply  of  meat  in  the  accessible  counties  of  Virginia  has  been  for 
many  months  exhausted,  and  most  of  that  used  by  the  Army  of  North- 
em  Virginia  is  brought  from  beyond  our  military  lines.  It  can  only 
be  obtained  with  gold  or  U.  S.  paper  currency.  The  supply  of  gold 
under  the  control  of  the  Suteistence  Department  is  exhausted,  and 
no  considerable  supply  of  U.  S.  paper  currency  can  be  had.  It  is  not 
in  the  countiy,  and  our  purchasing  officers  are  now  in  debt  for  sup- 
plies already  sent  forward,  and  rejwrt  that  the  amount  to  be  obtaincNA 
of  cattle,  hogs,  4&c.,  is  only  limited  by  the  amonut  of  funds  to  be 
obtained.  At  present  purchases  are  suspended  for  the  want  of  means, 
and  unless  some  steps  are  8i)eedily  taken  to  get  a  supply  of  such 
money  as  can  be  used  for  this  trade  these  large  supplies  of  meat  will 
be  lost  to  the  Army.  We  are  receiving  now  at  least  1,500  cattle  and 
as  many  hogs  per  month,  besides  bacon,  lard,  &c.,  from  this  source, 
and  I  therefore  respectful^  and  urgently  recommend  that  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  be  made  for  the  supply  of  the  funds  needed. 

B.  P.  NOLAND, 
Mqjor  and  Chief  Commissary  of  Sttbsistence  for  Virginia. 

[SMcmd  IndorNBMDt.] 

Office  Cohmissaby-Genbral  of  Stjbsistenob, 

Bichmond^  January  24,  1866. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War  with  the  inclosed  let- 
ter from  Captain  Taylor  as  matters  of  vital  and  immediate  impor- 
tance.* 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 
Commissary-Qeneral  of  Subsistence. 

[Third  Indorsement.] 

Januabt  24,  1865. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

If  specie  or  Federal  currency  could  be  commanded  the  difficulty  in 
obtaining  subsistence  stores  would,  as  the  within  ^^ows,  be  greatly 
diminished. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War, 

*  See  Taylor  to  Noland,  January  6,  p.  1005. 
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Hou.  F.  S.  Lyon, 


Treasury  Department, 

January  21,  1865. 


Chairman^  &c,: 


Sib  :  Femit  me  to  press  upon  yonr  attention  the  neeessity  of  prompt 
action  upon  the  measures  for  the  relief  of  the  Treasury.  The  maxi- 
mum amount  of  notes  to  be  issued  under  the  act  of  17th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  is  $500,000,000;  the  amount  issued  and  to  be  issued  under 
drafts  already  drawn  ui>on  the  Bureau  at  Columbia  is  $468,000,000; 
amount  still  available,  $32,000,000. 

The  fall  of  Fort  Fisher  having  closed  the  harbor  of  Wilmington,  the 
demand  for  the  new  taxable  bonds  (the  coupons  of  which  were  used 
in  payment  of  duties)  has  greatly  diminished,  and  the  sales  from  the 
Treasury  ceased  altogether.  The  only  source  from  which  relief  can 
be  expected  under  existing  circumstances  is  from  taxation,  aided  by 
the  proposed  action  of  the  States  in  anticipating  the  collection  thereof. 
I  earnestly  recommend  this  important  subject  to  your  immediate 
attention. 

Your  most  obedient  servant. 


Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Richmond^  January  23,  1865. 
The  attention  of  officers  and  soldiers  is  called  to  the  following  act 
of  Congress  and  regulations  based  thereon : 

AS  ACT  to  pTorlde  oonunisaioned  oiflcersof  the  Army  and  Nsvy  and    arine  Corps  with  clothing. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  all  oflficers 
of  the  Army,  Navy  and  Marine  Corps,  on  duty  in  the  field,  alloat  or  in  bat- 
teries, and  all  ofiScers  on  other  duty  who  are  disabled  for  the  service  in  the  field, 
by  reason  of  wounds  or  disease  contracted  in  the  service,  and  officers  of  the  luva- 
lid  Ccnrns,  on  dnty,  below  the  rank  of  biigadier-general  in  the  Army,  and  below 
the  rank  of  captain  in  the  Na'vr,  shall  be  fnmi^ed  once  in  every  year  with  one 
conmlete  suit  of  uniform  clothing:  Provided,  That  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
clothing  to  be  delivered  to  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  seamen  and 
marines  nnder  existing  or  fntnre  laws,  shall  in  nowise  be  interfered  with  by 
reason  of  anything  contained  in  this  act;  and  in  the  distribution  of  clothing, 
officers  on  duty  in  the  field  shall,  in  all  cases,  have  a  preference  over  those  on 
poet,  or  detailed,  or  office  duty,  so  that  when  there  is  not  a  sufficiency  of  clothing 
for  all,  the  notf-commissioned  officers  and  privates  shall  be  first  served,  and  next 
to  them  the  of&cers  actually  on  duty  in  the  field. 

Approved  Jannary  16, 1866. 

Jk.  fane  copy.   


1.  The  above  act,  after  securing  a  supply  to  soldiers,  prefers  officers 
below  the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  as  follows :  First,  officers  on  duty 
in  the  field;  next,  officers  on  duty,  disabled  lor  service  in  the  field  by 
reason  of  wounds  or  disease  contracted  in  the  service,  and  officers  of 
the  Invalid  Corps  on  duty,  all  of  whom  draw  free  of  cost;  and,  lastly, 
permits  other  officers  to  purchase,  as  heretofore,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  old  act  of  February.17,  1864. 

2.  Care  will  be  taken  to  observe  these  preferences.  To  that  end 
orders  will  not  be  given  hereafter  at  this  office,  under  any  circum- 
stances, for  the  purchase  of  cloth  or  any  article  of  clothing  or  for  the 
issue  of  same. 


G.  A.  TRENHOLM, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


JAS.  M.  MATTHEWS, 

Law  Clerk. 
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3.  Officers  in  the  field  will  be  supplied  through, the  chief  quarter- 
master of  the  command  to  which  they  may  be  attached.  When  the 
supply  will  permit,  cloth  will  be  apportioned  between  the  armies  in 
the  field  according  to  their  strength,  and  will  be  placed  at  the  control 
of  the  chief  quartermaster  thereof,  who  will  be  looked  to  to  distribute 
the  same  to  the  officers  entitled  and  most  in  need.  Other  articles  of 
clothing,  not  exceeding  in  all  one  suit  a  year,  may  be  issued  to  officers 
in  the  field  from  stores  forwarded  to  the  command  to*  which  they 
belong  when  the  wants  of  the  privates  will  admit. 

4.  Other  officers  wiU  draw  or  purchase,  as  the  case  may  be,  from 
the  nearest  depot,  but  from  such  supplies  only  as  may  be  set  aside, 
from  time  to  time,  by  direction  of  this  office.  Mr.  Ilankin,  bonded 
agent  of  this  department,  comer  of  Fourteenth  and  Cary  streets,  will 
be  charged  with  the  duty  of  issuing  and  selling,  at  this  point,  cloth 
and  articles  of  clothing  to  officers.  When  he  haa  nothing  for  sale  or 
issue  it  will  be  useless  to  make  application  elsewhere  in  this  city,  all 
other  officers  being  prohibited  from  either  selling  or  issuing. 

5.  The  yearly  suit  of  clothing  for  an  officer  will  consist  of  a  coat 
and  pair  of  pants  or  material  (four  yards,  double  width),  and  trim- 
mings therefor,  one  pair  of  shoes,  one  hat  or  cap,  throe  pair  of 
drawers,  three  cotton  shirts,  two  flannel  shirts,  and  four  pair  of 
socks.  Issues  on  sales  to  officers  will  be  noted  on  suitable  rolls  pre- 
pared for  that  purpose,  and  in  every  ease  the  officer  shall  certify  that 
the  articles  drawn  or  purchased  are  necessary  for  his  own  personal 
comfort  and  use  and  that  the  same  will  not  be  in  excess  of  his  pre- 
scribed allowance.  Returns  of  such  issues  or  sales  will  be  made 
quarterly  to  this  office.  The  price  of  cloth,  when  sold,  will  be  $20  a 
yard,  double  width,  and  of  other  articles  of  clothing  as  fixed  in  gen- 
eral orders. 


6.  Men  attached  to  commands  in  the  field  will  be  supplied  there, 
and  men  who  have  been  retired  at  the  post  at  which  they  may  be 
located  in  orders.  Issues  to  men  on  furlough  and  on  horae  details 
have  been  suspended.  Men  in  hospital  will  be  supplied  by  the  issu- 
ing quartermaster  attaclied  to.  All  detailed  men  in  Richmond  and 
the  immediate  vicinity  are  supplied  through  Mr.  Bankin.  Paroled  and 
exchanged  men  draw  at  Camp  Lee. 

7.  The  interest  of  the  service  and  the  dispatch  of  public  business 
require  that  these  regulations  shall  be  strictly  observed. 


[January  23, 1865. — For  Brown  to  Davis,  reporting  that  the  reserve 
militia  of  Georgia,  over  fifty  years  of  age,  has  been  ordered  out,  see 
Series  I,  VoL  XLVH,  Part  II,  p.  1038.] 


[Januakt  23,  1865.— For  Clark  to  Brandon,  in  relation  to  transfer 
of  the  militia  of  Mississippi,  between  seventeen  and  fifty  years  of  age, 
to  the  Confederate  service,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LII,  Part  II,  p.  810.] 


PRIVATES. 


A.  H.  LAWTON, 


Qtuaiermaster-  OenercU. 
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Executive  Oppice, 
Bielimond,  Va,,  JantuiTy  S4>  ^S6S. 
Gentleueit  of  the  "Joint  Cohuittbe  on  the  State  of  the 
Country:" 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Gleneral  Assembly  of  Virginia  in  relation  to  certain  restrictions 
said  to  have  been  placed  on  the  transportation  of  sup^es  of  food  to 
the  cities  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg. 

Upon  investigation  I  find  that  no  orders  have  emanated  from  the 
War  Department  or  the  provost-marshal  of  Richmond  of  the  character 
STipposed  in  the  resolution.  I,  however,  learn  that  there  may  be  an 
order  of  the  character  spoken  of  emanating  from  the  lieutenant- 
general  commanding  the  Confederate  forces  on  the  north  side  of  the 
James  River,  which,  if  so,  will  be  ascertained  at  once,  he  having  been 
furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  resolution  and  called  upon  for  informa- 
tion touching  the  same. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  January  24,  1865. 

Hon.  JABiES  A.  Seddon: 

Sir:  Impressed  with  the  importance  of  placing  in  the  Army  every 
man  capable  of  bearing  arms,  and  of  recruiting  our  forces  from  any 
source  where  recruits  can  be  had,  and  believing  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
those  who  advocated  secession  and  war  to  prove  their  faith  by  their 
works,  I  would  most  respectfully  ask  that  I  may  be  allowed  to  enter 
the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  with  such  rank  as  the  President 
may  think  proper  to  confer. 

I  would  prefer  as  the  field  for  my  operations  Arizona  and  New 
Mexico,  where  I  feel  assured  troops  in  considerable  numbers  may  be 
raised.  In  my  opinion  the  surest  and  speediest  means  for  recruiting 
in  those  Territories  would  be  to  oivanize  a  force  in  the  spring  and  make 
a  sudden  move  upon  Arizona  and  occupy  it,  then  send  into  the  mines 
and  recruit  from  among  the  miners,  the  greater  part  of  whom  are 
Southern  men,  and  at  the  same  time  oi^anize  the  Mexican  population, 
who  would  join  us  in  considerable  force,  making,  between  the  two, 
such  a  force  as  to  hold  the  Territories  unless  a  very  strong  force  was 
sent  against  us,  and  in  that  event  we  could  at  any  time  fall  back  into 
Texas. 

That  the  troops  for  this  purpose  could  be  spared  from  Texas  I  have 
no  doubt,  there  being  at  the  present  time  a  large  cavalry  force  in  that 
department  not  occupied  and  who  might  be  spared,  as  the  move 
would  make  a  diversion  of  the  enemy's  troops  in  favor  of  Missouri, 
should  we  move  against  that  State  in  the  sprhig.  The  enemy's  forces 
now  occupying  those  Territories  are  scattered  over  an  extent  of  conn- 
try  1,500  miles  in  length  and  they  could  not  concentrate  their  forcm 
in  time  to  prevent  us  from  occupying  the  country,  and  >y  using  the 
numerous  bidian  tribes  living  on  the  Overland  route  to  Santa  Fethat 
line  of  communication  could  be  so  interrupted  as  to  make  any  re-en- 
forcements over  that  route  very  hazardous  and  uncertain,  while  a 
small  force  could  prevent  re-enforcements  from  crossing  the  desert 
from  Fort  Yuma  across  to  Tucson.  The  Territories,  once  in  our  pos- 
session, oonld  be  held  against  any  force  the  enemy  would  be  likely  to 
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send  against  us;  and  communication  once  opened  with  Southern  Cal- 
ifornia we  might  reasonably  expect  re-enforcements  from  that  country, 
it  being  settled  almost  entirely  by  Southern  people. 

As  to  the  means  for  carrying  out  this  expedition  they  can  be  fur- 
nished from  the  cotton  which  is  in  Texas  in  abundance ;  and  to  insure 
the  speedy  transportation  and  sale  of  such  amount  of  cotton,  as  may 
be  necessary  it  should  be  turned  over  to  the  officer  to  command  the 
expedition  as  he  would  find  means  of  transportation  more  readily 
than  to  rely  upon  the  uncertain  means  furnished  by  the  Cotton 
Bureau,  which  has  so  far  not  been  characterized  by  great  celerity  in 
the  transportation  of  Government  cotton.  Should  General  Smith 
decide  that  the  cotton  in  sufficient  quantity  could  not  be  spared,  I 
would  suggest  that  Texas  has  another  means  of  raising  specie  which 
could  be  made  available,  and  that  is  by  the  sale  of  t>eef-cattle;  thou- 
sands can  be  collected  in  Western  Texas  and  easily  driven  into  Mexico 
and  sold  for  specie.  There  are  a  number  of  refugees  from  New  Mexico 
and  Arizona  who  would  not  hesitate  to  contribute  means  for  the 
recovery  of  their  homes;  among  them  are  men  of  wealth  who  have 
offered  assistance. 

Once  in  tlie  Territories,  which  are  now  abundantly  supplied  with 
goods,  enough  property  could  be  confiscated  for  the  use  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  troops,  and  as  the  United  States 
Government  is  now  working  numerous  silver  mine&  I  see  no  reason 
why  we  might  not  control  the  same  mines  and  make  them  yield  a 
revenue  for  our  purposes. 

It  is  essential  that  the  officer  in  command  should  be  clothed  by  the 
President  with  authority  to  organize  such  troops  as  may  be  raised, 
and  especially  to  select  proper  persons  to  command  them,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  organize  some  kind  of  civil  government.  Should  this  plan 
for  recru  iting  and  reoccupying  those  Territories  meet  your  approbation 
I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  no  time  is  to  be  lost,  as  the  move- 
ment should  be  made  as  early  as  possible. 

Should  the  Government  determine  that  it  is  impracticable  at  this 
time  to  spare  the  men  and  means  necessary  for  such  a  purpose  as  I 
have  indicated,  then  I  would  suggest  that  proper  persons  sent  into 
Western  Arizona  could  raise  enough  troops  to  justdfy  the  expedition. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  there  has  been  no  attempt  to  recralt  for 
our  Government  In  this  section  of  the  country,  and  so  strong  is  the 
Southern  feeling  in  Southern  Calif oru  ia  that  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment has  never  succeeded  in  enforcing  the  conscript  law  or  draft  there. 
The  people,  never  having  felt  the  ravages  of  war,  are  enthusiastic  and 
would  not  hesitate  to  join  us  in  this  struggle  for  independence. 
Should  you  think  proper  to  honor  me  with  a  ^commission  for  the 
enterprise  I  have  suggested  I  can  only  say  that  1  will,  as  I  have  ever 
done,  serve  my  country  with  all  the  zeal  and  ability  I  possess. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

JNO.  R.  BAYLOR. 
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Fto<^viuxlion  by  the  President,  appoiniing  a  day  of  fasling,  humUia~ 
tum^  and  prayer,  with  thanksgiving. 

The  Congress  of  the  Cionfederate  States  have,  by  a  joint  resolution, 
invited  me  to  appoint  a  day  of  public  fasting,  humiliation,  and 
prayer,  with,  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God. 

It  is  our  solemn  duty  at  all  times,  and  more  especially  in  a  season 
of  public  trial  and  adversity,  to  acknowledge  our  dependence  on  His 
mercy,  and  to  bow  in  humble  submission  before  His  footstool,  con- 
fessing our  manifold  sins,  supplicating  His  gracious  pardon,  implor- 
ing His  divine  help,  and  devoutly  rendering  thanks  for  the  many  and 
great  blessings  which  He  has  vouchsafed  to  us. 

Let  the  hearts  of  our  i>eople  turn  contritely  and  trustingly  unto 
God;  let  us  recognize  in  His  chastening  hand  the  correction  of  a 
Father,  and  submissively  pray  that  the  trials  and  sufferings  which 
have  so  long  bome  heavily  upon  us  may  be  turned  away  by  His 
merciful  love;  that  His  sustaining  grace  be  given  to  our  people,  and 
His  divine  wisdom  imparted  to  our  rulers;  that  the  Lord  of  Hosts 
will  be  with  our  armies  and  fight  for  us  against  our  enemies,  and  that 
lie  will  graciously  take  our  cause  into  His  own  hand  and  mercifully 
establish  for  us  a  lasting,  just,  and  honorable  peace  and  independence. 

And  let  us  not  forget  to  render  unto  His  holy  name  the  thanks  and 
praise  which  are  so  justly  due  for  His  great  goodness  and  for  the 
many  mercies  which  He  has  extended  to  us  amid  the  trials  and  suffeiv 
ing  of  protracted  and  bloody  war. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  appointing  Friday, 
the  10th  day  of  March  next,  as  a  day  of  public  fasting,  humiliation, 
and  prayer  (with  thanksgiving)  for  "invoking  the  favor  and  guid- 
ance of  Almighty  God,"  and  I  do  earnestly  invite  all  soldiers  and  citi- 
zens to  observe  the  same  in  a  spirit  of  reverence,  penitence,  and 
prayer. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Confederate  States,  at 
Richmond,  this  25th  day  of  Januai-y,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoosand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

By  the  President: 

J,  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Richmond,  Va.,  January  26,  1866. 
The  Senate  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America: 

I  retnm  to  yonr  honorable  body  without  my  approval  an  act  which 
originated  in  the  Senat-e,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  newspapers  to 
be  mailed  to  the  soldiers  free  of  postage." 

The  act  provides  "that  all  newspapers  directed  to  any  officer, 
musician,  or  private  engaged  in  the  actual  service  of  the  Confederate 
States  may  be  transmitted  through  the  mails  free  of  postage." 

The  Constitution,  article  I,  section  8,  clause  7,  gives  power  to  Con- 
gress "to  establish  post-offices  and  post  routes;  but  the  expenses  of 
the  Post-Of&ce  Department  after  the  1st  day  of  March,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1863,  shall  be  paid  out  of  its  own  revenues." 
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This  provision  that  the  Post-Office  Department  shall  be  self-sus- 
taining was  not  contained  in  the  Constitution  of  our  former  Govern- 
ment. It  is  important  that  its  spirit  and  object  should  be  correctly 
detemined  now,  because  many  members  of  the  present  Congress  were 
also  members  of  the  Provisional  Congress,  which  adopted  this  new 
clause,  and  legislation  by  them  will  be  deemed  hereafter  to  possess 
peculiar  value  a  precedent,  and  as  a  contemporaneous  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Constitution  by  those  best  acquainted  with  its  meaning. 

It  was  generally  understood  that  the  clause  under  consideration  was 
intended  by  its  framers  to  correct  what  were  deemed  to  be  two  great 
vices  that  had  been  developed  in  the  postal  system  of  the  United 
States.  The  first  was  the  injustice  of  taxing  the  whole  people  for  the 
expense  of  the  mail  facilities  afforded  to  individuals;  and  the  remedy 
devised  was  to  limit  the  Government  to  the  furnishing  the  machinery 
for  carrying  the  mails  and  compelling  those  who  might  use  the  f^ili- 
ties  thus  furnished  to  pay  the  expense  thereof. 

The  second  evil  against  which  this  clause  was  intended  as  a  safe- 
guard vrtts  the  wasteful  extravagance  which  grew  out  of  the  franking 
privilege,  with  its  attendant  abuses  of  large  contracts  for  stationery, 
printing,  binding,  Ac,  and  increased  Government  patronage  with  its 
train  of  corrupting  influences. 

With  this  knowledge  of  the  purpose  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  of  the  evils  against  which  they  intended  to  provide  by  the 
clause  under  consideration,  I  cannot  escape  the  conclusion  that  to 
authorize  the  transmission  of  any  mail  matter  free  of  postage  is  to 
violate  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Constitution. 

If  the  act  now  before  me  should  become  a  law,  the  Postmaster- 
General  would  be  bound  to  pay  railroads  and  other  carriera  for  con- 
veying newspapers  to  the  armies  without  reimbursement  from  any 
source  whatever.  He  could  not  be  repaid  out  of  the  general  Treasury 
without  a  violation  of  the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  nor  out  of  the 
ofJier  revenues  of  his  Department  without  in  effect  imp<»ing  on  those 
who  pay  for  carrying  their  own  correspondence  an  additional  charge 
to  defray  the  cost  of  conveying  newspapers  for  others. 

If  it  be  competent  for  Congress  under  the  clause  to  order  news- 
papers to  be  carried  free  of  postage,  the  power  exists  to  order  free 
transmission  of  any  other  mail  matter.  But  we  must  ever  remember 
that  Congress  can  exercise  no  implied  powers — certainly  none  not 
necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers  expressly  granted;  and 
where  shall  we  find  in  the  Constitution  any  power  in  the  Confed- 
erate Government,  express  or  implied,  for  dividing  either  the  people 
or  the  public  servants  into  classes  unequally  burdened  with  postal 
charges? 

In  that  part  of  the  Constitution  *<^hiGh  specially  treats  of  the  bur- 
den of  taxation,  every  precaution  has  taken  to  secure  uniform- 
ity and  to  guard  against  bounties  or  preft^rences  of  any  kind;  and 
although  not  directly  applicable  to  the  subject  of  posta;ge,  the  spirit 
of  the  whole  provision  is  so  opposed  to  inequality  in  legislation  that 
the  x>assage  may  well  serve  for  illustration.  The  first  clause  of  article 
I,  section  8,  gives  to  Congress  power  "to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
imposts,  and  excises  for  revenue  necessary  to  pay  the  debts,  provide 
for  the  common  defense,  and  carry  on  the  Government  o?  the  Con- 
federate States;  but  no  bounties  shall  be  granted  from  the  'treasury; 
nor  shall  any  duties  or  tax  on  importations  from  foreign  nations 
be  laid  to  promote  or  foster  any  branch  of  industry;  and  all  duties, 
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imposts,  and  excises  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  Confederate 
States."  It  is  true  that  the  payment  of  postage  is  not  properly  a  tax, 
but  compensation  for  service  rendered;  yet  it  would  scarce^  be 
ingenuous  to  deny  that  so  to  regulate  the  rates  of  postage  as  to  pro- 
duce an  excess  of  receipts  over  the  expense  of  carrying  mail  matter 
for  one  class  and  to  use  this  excess  in  order  to  carry  free  of  cost  the 
mail  matter  of  another  class  would  strongly  conflict  with  the  just 
equality  of  privileges  and  burdens  which  the  above-cited  clauses  were 
designed  to  secure. 

I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  object  to  a  measure  devised  by  Obngress 
for  the  benefit  or  relief  of  the  Army,  but  with  my  convictions  on  the 
subject  it  is  not  possible  to  approve  the  act  now  before  me. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  Va.,  Janvary  36, 1866.* 

Governor  Charles  Clark, 

Macoiiy  Miss.: 

Your  telegram  of  20th  received.*  There  is  no  necessity  for  an 
actual  enrollment  of  male  slaves  as  described;  all  that  is  required 
being  that  the  quota  for  teamsters,  laborers,  &c. ,  with  the  Army  should 
be  furnished,  which  may  be  done  by  the  masters  without  the  direct 
intervention  of  the  enrolling  officers.  If  the  nature  of  employment 
is  understood,  certain  negroes  will  no  doubt  go  willingly;  or,  if  the 
master  prefers,  they  may  obtain  tlie  required  number  elsewhere  and 
turn  them  over  for  the  service  proposed. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


[January  26,  1865.^ — For  agreement  between  Oovemcn*  Smith  and 
ttie  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  certain  militia  regiments  of  Vir- 
ginia, see  Series  I,  Vol.  XL VI,  Part  U,  p,  1140.] 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Rickmondf  January  SH^  J866, 

Hon.  Mr.  MILLER, 

Chairman  Special  Committee: 

Sir:  I  submit  herewith,  in  response  to  your  recent  call,  a  report 
which  shows  the  issues  within  the  past  six  months  to  the  armies  in 
the  field.  A  little  delay  has  occurred  awaiting  receipt  of  reports  of 
issues  due  from  distant  points  in  the  Confederacy.  The  report  shows 
the  issues  to  Gteneral  Lee*s  command  from  July  1  to  January  21, 
and  to  other  commands  from  July  1  to  January  1,  except  that  the 
report  of  issues  for  the  Department  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and 
East  Louisiana  are  still  due  for  the  month  of  December.  I  was  grat- 
ified that  information  now  given  was  asked,  for  the  impression  is  so 
common  that  our  armies  are  poorly  provided  for  that  I  gladly  avail 
of  an  opportunity  to  show  what  has  been  done. 

I  inclose  also  a  copy  of  General  Orders,  No.  100, 1862,  which  regu- 
lates the  allowance  of  clothing  yearly,  f   This  table  of  supply  adopted 

*Not  found.  f  See  Yol.  II,  this  series,  p.  238. 
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from  the  old  service  was  made  with  reference  to  abundant  resonroes 
and  doubtless  shows  what  will  answer  the  necessities  of  a  soldier  with 
fair  economy  and  management.  This  department  has  never  aimed 
to  limit  its  issues  to  this  standard,  especially  in  regard  to  jackets  and 
T>antSf  but  has  endeavoFed  to  provide  a  suit  of  clothing  every  six 
monttis  for  each  man.  When  it  is  considered  that  the  issues  now 
reported  are  field  issues  proper,  and  exclusive  of  issaes  to  men  in 
hospitals,  of  issues  to  men  on  furlough,  of  issaes  to  detailed  men  at 
posts,  of  issues  to  paroled  and  exchanged  men,  of  issues  to  retired 
men,  and  of  all  post  issues  whatever,  it  will  be  found,  I  think,  that 
with  the  exception  of  overcoats,  which  have  not  been  made  up,  owing 
to  the  great  consumption  of  woolen  material  ^or  jackets  and  pants, 
and  the  item  of  flannel  undershirts  but  partially  supplied,  the  armies 
have  been  fully  supplied.  I  don't  hesitate  to  say  that  in  some 
instances,  there  has  been  extravagance,  and  moreover  that  much  of  the 
individual  want  that  strikes  the  eye  is  due  to  the  improvidence  of 
the  soldier,  who  too  often  disposes  by  sale  and  barter  of  what  he  has 
j^ceived.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  this  report  includes  but  a  portion 
of  the  issues  made  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  her  troops,  and 
.  no  other  State  issues  whatever,  although  it  is  known  that  other 
States  have  contributed  liberally.  Georgia,  for  instance,  has  issned 
within  the  past  year  as  follows:  Twenty-six  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  forty-five  jackets,  28,808  pair  of  pants,  37,657  pair  of  shoes, 
7,504  blankets,  24,952  shirts,  24,168  pair  of  drawers,  and  23,024  pair 
of  socks;  but  as  the  apportionment  thereof  between  the  various 
armies  does  not  appear,  these  issues  are  not  noted.  Add  to  all  the 
issues  made  by  numerous  relief  associations  and  through  individual 
contributions  and  it  will  show  that  in  the  past  we  have  at  least 
needed  an  economical  expenditure  and  proper  distribution  of  sup- 
plies more  than  anything  else  to  secure  the  comfort  and  efficiency  of 
our  armies.  The  issues  of  shirts,  drawers,  socks,  and  caps  may  in 
some  instances  appear  light.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  in  previous 
quarters,  through  the  abundance  of  these  articles,  the  troops  have 
(.been  fully  supplied.  It  has  always  been  understood  that  all  calls  for 
these  articles  could  be  responded  to,  and  of  some  there  is  still  a  large 
supply  on  hand;  for  instance,  in  the  department  at  this  point  over 
100,000  pair  of  socks  and  25,000  pair  of  drawers,  besides  exoessee 
elsewhere. 

In  connection  with  the  table  of  supply  referred  to,  I  will  remark 
that  the  first  year  is  reckoned  to  commence  from  October,  1862,  when 
commutation  was  abolished,  so  that  now  we  are  in  the  third  year. 

I  will  also  add,  as  supplemental  to  the  report  recently  made  in 
regard  to  the  sale  of  cloth,  that  the  depot  officer  at  Montgomery,  Ala., 
has  disposed  of  7,000  yards  single  width,  and  that  1,000  suits  are  now 
being  made  up  here  for  the  officers  of  General  Lee's  command.  This, 
with  what  has  already  been  reported,  shows  that  provision  has  been 
made  for  6,000  officers  within  the  past  six  months. 


Very  respectfully,  &c.. 


A.  R.  LAWTON, 
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AegTPsa  1  e  a m u n  n  t 
third  and   fo  u  r  t  li 

Saartore,  lt!64.  and  to 
anuary  21, 1865: 
GeDeral  Lec'H  com- 
mand  in  Vtr- 
giaia. 

AgffTPgate  amount 
third  and  fourth 
qnarters,  1864: 

Army  of  South- 
west Virginia. 

Department  South 
Carolina.  Flor- 
ida, and  (i  eoreia . 
General  Haraee. 

Army  ofTcuneasee. 

I>epaTtment  Ala- 
bama. M  f  fiBte- 
Bippi,  and  £ut 
Looialana. 

Department  of 
Xtnth  CanOlna. 


m,  199 


3, 340 
10,751 


45,412 

21, 783 


21,301 


140,578  167,862 

2,  SCO  6,856 
21,022  26,376 

102,864  al02.5&R 
37,661^  34,342 

1 

37,774:  9,263 


74,S51 


4,924 

12, 429 


27,900 

4.tjr; 


6,696 


3g 


27,011 


3,230 


21,063 


1.440 


45, 863  

27,  203   


12. 751 


157,727 


13,684 
19,264 


61.860 
10,09r. 


23,354 


170, 139 


15,475 
20,571 


108,937 
3,  S31 


22,519 


146,136  4,861 


660;. 
458'. 


1,000 
SH 


15,059  200 


a  Also  7, 000  oaptnred  by  General  Forrest. 

[January  28,  29,  February  14,  and  March  5,  1865. — For  corre- 
spondenue  between  Governor  Clark  and  General  Taylor,  in  rcf^ard  to 
calling  out  the  militia  of  Mississippi  and  the  transfer  of  State  troops 
to  Confederate  service,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLIX,  Part  I,  pp.  939,  941, 
979,  1029.] 


Raleigh,  N.  C,  January  29 ^  1865. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis: 

Sir:  It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  tlie  press  of  public  duty  leaves 
you  much  time  to  rea<i  privat-e  letters,  nevertheless  I  suppose  that 
should  you  find  a  moment's  leisure  you  will  not  object  to  hearing  the 
views  of  your  counli-ymen,  however  humble,  who  are  struggling  with 
you  for  independence.  IIow  this  war  can  be  successfully  managed, 
brought  to  a  speedy  and  honorable  end,  bringing  iis  independence, 
are  questions  that  are  upon  every  tongue.  I  propose  to  give  you  my 
plan  briefly:  Declare  by  law  that  every  soldier  who  has  or  will  enlist 
in  our  Army,  and  who  at  the  time  of  such  enlistment  was  not  a  slave- 
owner or  land-holder,  shall  receive  a  bounty  or  pension  at  the  end  of 
the  war,  upon  being  honorably  discharged,  of  one  negro  slave  and 
fifty  acres  of  land.  I  will  state  it  thus:  We  have  3,500,000  slaves. 
We  have  probably  enrolled  1,000,000  of  men.  Half  these  men  are 
slave-owners,  leaving  500,000  who  do  not  own  them.  I  would  give  one 
slave  to  each  such  soldier  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  and  if  he  died  in 
the  service,  to  his  representatives.  Thus  you  spread  the  institution. 
You  make  every  family  in  the  Government  interested  in  it.  You  do 
away  with  the  doctrine  that  this  is  the  rich  man's  war  and  the  poor 
man's  fight.  And  if  the  war  is  to  continue  you  can  make  the  slaves  the 
very  means  of  our  defense — declare  by  law  that  all  negroes  captured 
from  the  enemy  shall  belong  to  the  captors  by  general  orders — declare 
to  the  enemy  that  all  who  will  desert  and  enlist  in  our  Army,  take  the 
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oath  of  allegiance  and  fight  in  our  canse,  shall  have  a  negro  and  fifty 
acres  of  land  upon  being  honorably  discharged,  and  shall  f  nrUier  have 
all  the  negroes  which  they  can  capture  from  the  enemy,  to  be  their 

own  property  at  the  end  of  the  war.  Lincoln  has  tempted  thousands 
of  men  into  his  Army  by  offering  reward.  I  now  propose  to  outbid 
him,  and  as  we  have  the  most  alluring  means  we  shall  get  the  most 
men.  If  we  make  it  to  the  interest  of  the  world  to  fight  on  our  side, 
men  from  all  quarters  of  the  globe  will  take  up'arms  in  our  defense.  I 
We  can  reduce  Grant's  and  Sherman's  armies  one-half  in  numbers  by 
desertions  if  we  offer  them  the  bait.  We  can  enlist  men  from  all 
quarters  of  the  United  States  if  we  make  it  to  their  interest  to  come,  i 
In  a  word,  we  can  buy  out  the  armed  forces  of  Lincoln,  secure  their  ! 
service  on  our  side.  We  can  command  thousands  of  men  from  Ire- 
land, Germany,  Poland,  Austria,  England,  and  France  by  offering 
them  a  home  in  the  sunny  South  and  a  servant.  We  will  thus  avoid 
the  trouble  of  anning  slaves.  We  will  remove  the  prejudices  against 
the  institution  and  bring  all  the  world  up  to  its  support  from  inter- 
ested motives.  The  slave-owners  can  well  afford  to  give  up  to  the 
soldiers  who  have  and  will  fight  to  maintain  the  institution  1,000,000 
of  slaves  to  secure  forever  the  other  2,500,000.  The  mode  of  getting 
the  land  and  negroes  to  'p&y  these  bounties  with  would  be  by  taxa- 
tion in  kind,  by  general  laws  to  purchase,  by  donations  to  the  Govern- 
ment, by  capture,  by  enslaving  the  free  negroes  in  the  South,  by 
taxation  and  contribution  by  State  Legislatures  if  needed.  With 
this  system  of  laws  wisely  and  properly  regulated  our  people  can  be 
satisfied.  ~  Many  of  our  farmers  and  mechanics  can  be  released  and 
sent  home  to  attend  to  the  industrial  pursuits,  and  an  army  of  500,000 
men  can  be  put  at  Greneral  Lee's  disposal  to  march  where  he  pleases, 
and  feed  them  on  the  front  instead  of  looking  to  his  rear  for  supplies. 

Hoping,  sir,  that  the  wish  of  your  heart,  the  independence  of  the 
South,  may  be  speedily  consummated, 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  ELLIS. 


MONTGOMEKT,  Ala..,  Jcmuary  30^  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Withers: 

Sir:  I  learn  that  Capt.  John  C.  Brown  has  made  application  to  you 
for  authority  to  recruit  and  organize  into  companies  such  absentees 
and  deserters  in  several  of  the  counties  of  East  Alabama  as  he  may 
induce  to  do  so.  This  is  to  say  to  you  that  I  am  solicitor  for  the 
judicial  circuit  in  which  those  counties  are  situated,  and  am  well 
acquainted  with  the  facts  which  cause  Captain  Brown  to  make  the 
request,  and  heartily  approve  of  the  project.  Most  of  theso  deserters 
are  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years,  and,  so  far  as 
capacity  to  endure  the  hardships  of  the  service,  would  make  good 
soldiers.  They  are  generally  meu  who  are  conscribed  and  denied  the 
privilege  of  selecting  the  regiment  and  company  of  their  choice.  This 
they  considered  an  act  of  injustice,  and  it  caused  many  of  them  to 
desert,  and  for  the  same  reason  they  are  now  unwilling  to  return  to 
their  commands.  But  I  learn  that  many  of  them  have  expressed  a 
desire  to  join  the  Army  if  allowed  to  go  into  a  new  organization,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  they  would  do  so  if  the  right  kind  of  opportunity  is 
afforded  tliem.  Besides  the  advantage  that  would  accrue  to  the 
country  in  adding  men  to  the  Army,  it  would  be  doing  a  very  great 
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service  to  the  people  of  that  section  of  the  State  if  such  an  object 
could  be  accomplished.  These  men  have  in  various  instances  banded 
together  and  committed  serious  depredations  apon  good  citizens. 
They  pillage,  plunder,  and  steal  horses  and  everything  else  that  is  of 
any  use  to  them.  In  fact,  they  are  a  terror  to  the  people.  Last  spring 
they  bnmed  the  conrt-honse  at  Elba,  in  Coffee  [County] ,  and  murdered 
four  of  the  best  citizens  of  that  county.  They  have  also  murdered 
several  of  the  best  citizens  of  Dale  County.  In  some  parts  of  that 
country  it  is  exceedingly  dangerous  for  a  loyal  man  to  travel. 

As  to  Captain  Brown,  I  have  been  well  acquainted  with  him  for 
years,  and  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  I  know  of  no  one  better  fitted 
than  him  for  such  an  undertaking.   He  is  an  experienced  officer,  bold, 
film,  intelligent,  and  of  unswerving  integrity. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  N.  ARRINGTON, 

Solicitor  of  (he  Eighth  Circuit. 

P.  S. — should  have  added  that  Judge  Cochran,  the  judge  of  the 
circuit,  stated  to  me  that  he  would  not  hold  court  in  Coffee  and  Dale 
Counties  unless  he  is  protected  by  the  military.  He  has  not  held 
court  in  those  counties  for  the  last  two  years. 

J.  N.  A. 


MONTGOMEBY,  Ala.,  Janttary  SOj  186B. 
Maj.  Gen.  Jones  M.  Withers: 

SiB:  Inclosed  I  send  you  a  letter  written  by  Judge  Yelverton,  of 
Elba,  Coffee  County,  upon  the  subject  of  authorizing  Capt.  J.  C. 
Brown  to  organize  a  battalion  or  regiment  of  men  who  are  and  have 
been  for  some  time  out  of  the  reach  of  the  Government  as  deserters 
and  skulkers.  I  write  this  to  say  to  you  that  I  was  the  solicitor  of 
the  circuit  embracing  Coffee  County,  by  virtue  of  my  office  as  attor- 
ziey-general,  for  near  twenty  years  before  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  and  am  now  and  have  been  since  the  war  posted  on  the  condition 
of  things  in  that  section,  and  am  perfectly  satisfied  you  could  not  do 
a  better  thing  for  that  portion  of  the  country  and  the  advancement 
of  our  cause  there  than  to  confer  the  authority  sought  for  by  Captain 
Brown  and  his  friends.  No  set  of  men  were  stronger  for  secession 
and  more  loyal  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  than  many  of  those 
men  who  are  now  deserters.  What  private  griefs  they  have  to  take 
their  present  status  I  know  not,  except  they  are  generally  poor  men, 
said  there  was  much  difficulty  in  the  way  of  having  their  families  pro- 
vided for  in  their  absence.  This,  added  to  the  fact  that  they  were 
assigned  to  companies  in  the  service  not  of  their  choice,  and  the  fact 
that  they  r^ded  near  the  coast  of  Florida,  from  whence  were  occa- 
sional raids  by  the  enemy,  partly  prompted  them  to  take  the  position 
'as  deserters.  Considering  that  they  had  perhajm  forfeited  their  lives, 
and  their  characters  mined,  many  of  them,  I  understand,  have  been 
giving  the  enemy  not  only  aid  and  comfort,  but  actually  fighting 
against  us.  Many  of  them  desire  to  return  if  they  can  be  allowed  to 
join  in  an  oi^anization  by  Captain  Brown,  whom  they  aU  know.  He 
lives  among  them,  and  they  know  him  well,  and  toaow  that  he  is  a 
high-minded,  brave,  and  generous  man.  That  section  has  suffered 
mndi  in  t^e  loss  of  some  of  our  best  citizens  by  the  hands  of  the 
Yankee,  aided  by  these  deserters.   These  men  will  never  go  back  to 
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their  old  organizations  if  they  can  help  it;  and  if  they  are  not  broxight 
in  in  this  way  we  will  not  only  lose  tliat  number  from  our  ranks,  but 
will  have  them  fighting  against  us.  You  may  judge  of  the  exposed 
condition  of  the  country  in  that  section  when  I  tell  you  that  I  under- 
stand from  the  solicitor  of  that  circuit  now,  J.  N.  Arriugton,  esq. ,  that 
the  presiding  judge  of  that  circuit  refuses  to  hold  the  courts  down 
there  unless  he  has  a  military  escort  to  protect  him  against  the  desert- 
ers and  skulkers.  That  judge  is  the  Hon.  John  Cochran,  whom  you 
know — a  man  not  likely  to  ask  for  anything  of  that  sort  unless  there 
was  real  danger.  If  this  authority  is  given  Captain  Brown  I  have  no 
doubt  he  can  induce  several  htindred  to  return  to  our  ranks,  enough 
to  defend  that  section  and  some-sent  elsewhere.  These  deserters  are 
frequently  between  eighteen  and  forty-five,  stout  and  healthy,  brave, 
and  understand  the  use  of  fire-arms.  I  hope  yon  may  grant  the 
authority  requested.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  those  higher  in 
authoritj'  than  yourself  would  approve  the  project  if  they  under- 
stood the  facts  of  the  case  thoroughly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  olwdient  servant, 


Col.  M.  A.  Baldwin: 

Dear  Sir:  Our  mutual  friend,  Capt.  J.  C.  Brown,  visits  General 
Withers  on  business  very  important.  He  has  on  foot  a  project  for 
bringing  in  and  organizing  a  battalion  or  regiment  of  men  who  are 
and  have  long  been  out  of  reach  of  the  Government — deserters, 
skulkers,  &c.  Captain  B[rown]  received  from  Major-General  "Withers 
authority  to  accept  them,  organize  them,  &c.,  and  by  the  time  he  got 
to  work  was  ordered  off  to  Pollard,  Mobile,  &c.,  but  has  now  100  in 
readiness,  with  full  assurance  of  all  that  is  out  down  this  way  and  to 
the  coast — 2,000  or  more — if  he  can  be  so  fortified  as  to  assure  tliem 
that  he  cab  hold  and  command  them,  not  have  them  sent  off  in  every 
direction.  They  are  tired  of  tlie  woods  and  swamps,  and  conld  be 
made  good  soldiers  if  they  can  be  humored,  and  without  it  they  are 
lost.  Brown  could  gradually  work  them  into  any  service  required. 
He  is  the  man  for  it.  They  fear  and  rt^spect  him.  Go  with  him  to 
General  Withers  and  do  all  you  can.  It  will  aid  the  Government  and 
rid  the  country  of  a  continual  terror,  and,  I  think,  stop  desertion  and 
hiding  out  down  this  way.  Many  of  them,  [who]  liave  been  higlily 
resjwctable,  ran  off  and  hid  out  after  supporting  the  Government, 
serving  in  the  field,  and  putting  in  substitutes,  and  feel  that  they  were 
badly  treated.  Many,  too,  who  have  been  for  months  with  the  Yankees, 
can  be  reclaimed.  If  General  W[ithers]  has  not  authority,  get  him 
to  make  application  to  the  War  Department.  It  will  not  do  for  Brown 
to  go  any  further  without  Grovemment  authority.  His  life  and  prop- 
erty would  be  open  to  them.  They  have  been  told  that  it  is  a  trap  set 
for  them,  and  many  have  threatened  him  if  it  fails.  1  hope  it  maybe 
arranged  safely.  Captain  B[rown]  is  well  worthy  of  the  promotion, 
and  can  easily  succeed  if  permitted.  He  is  yet  suffering  from  his 
wound  and  on  furlough. 
Bespectfully, 


M.  A.  BALDWIN, 
Attorney-General  of  Alabama. 


[iDclMore.] 


Coffee,  January  15,  1S05. 


G.  T.  YELVERTON. 
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Treasury  Department, 

January  30^  1865. 

Mr.  President: 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  and  submit  to  your  consideration  a 
letter*  addressed  to  the  Commissary- General  by  Major  Noland,  urging 
the  necessity  of  supplying  gold  or  U.  S.  Treasury  notes  for  the  pur- 
chase of  supplies.  Having  informed  the  Commissary-General  that  the 
resources  of  the  Treasury  did  not  admit  of  the  payment  of  specie  in 
satisfaction"  of  requisitions,  he  requested  that  the  whole  matter  might 
be  referred  to  you  as  one  of  "vital  and  immediate  importance."  In 
the  meantime  several  cai^^s  of  commissary  stores  have  been  received 
at  Charleston,  and  contracts  have  been  made  for  the  introduction  of 
supplies  at  other  points  through  the  enemy's  lines,  to  be  paid  for  in 
cotton. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  TRENIIOLM, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaswry, 


Confederate  States  of  America,  Executive  Office, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  January  31,  1865. 
Honorable  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  by  direction  of  the  President,  to  forward  for 
your  attention  and  the  proper  'action  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  30th  instant,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  reepectfnlly  requested  to  communicate  to  this 
House:  First,  the  number  of  soldiers  from  each  State  added  to  the  military 
service  by  emx>Ument,  Tolnnteering,  or  otherwise  since  the  enactment  of  the  act 
of  April  16, 1863,  commonly  known  as  the  "  conscript  act ;"  second,  ilie  number 
of  those  within  the  conscript  age,  exempt,  or  detailed,  discriminating  as  to  the 
classes  of  each,  in  each  State;  third,  the  number  of  those  within  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  forty-five  years  not  disabled  or  unfit  for  active  service  in  the  field 
who  are  employed  in  the  reRi)ective  States  in  executing  the  law  of  conscription, 
or  in  connection  with  post  commissaries  and  po^t  quartermasters,  or  otherwise 
in  derogation  of  existing  laws. 

Very  respectfully, 

BURTON  N.  HARRISON, 

Private  Secref<try. 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Va.,  January  31, 1865. 

The  President  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  following  resolution  of  the  Senate,  referred 
*by  Your  Excellency  to  this  Department: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  be  requested  to  com- 
mnnicate  to  the  Senate  the  information  asked  for  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
adopted  on  the  17th  day  of  November  last  as  to  the  number  of  persons  in  each 
State  exempted  from  military  service  by  reason  of  being  claimed  as  State  officers, 
and  also  the  further  information  in  response  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of 
tiie  9th  day  of  November  last  as  to  the  number  of  exemptions  and  details  for 
express,  telegraphic,  and  railroad  companies,  &c.,  which  the  chief  of  the  Bnnan 
of  Conscription  stated  in  his  letter  communicated  to  the  Soiate  in  partial  response 
to  said  resolutions  was  then  being  prooored. 

*See  E.  W.  N.  Noland  to  B.  P.  Noland  (with  indorsements).  Jwinary  20, p.  1031. 
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In  response  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the 
acting  superintendent  of  conscription  giving  the  information  called 
for  by  the  Senate,  and  stating  the  reasons  which  have  caused  the 
delay  in  replying  to  the  resolution. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  Va.,  February  2,  1866. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon; 

My  Deak  Sir:  You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  reasons 
which  have  delayed  my  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo*  to 
need  any  explanation  on  the  subject,  and  must  be  too  well  assured  of 
my  warm  pei'sonal  regard  and  official  confidence  to  render  necessary 
any  expression  of  the  regret  I  feel  at  being  deprived  of  yonr  aid  and 
connsel  at  this  critical  juncture  in  our  affairs. 

I  have  hoped  that  further  reflection  would  induce  a  change  in  your 
views,  but  as  this  has  not  been  the  case  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  ques- 
tion the  reasons  for  your  decision.  It  is  a  matter  excltisively  for  your 
private  judgment  whether  you  should  be  controlled  by  an  expression 
of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Vii^inia  delegation  in  Congress  that  it 
would  be  advisable  to  **  reorganize  my  Cabinet  by  relieving  all  the 
pr&sent  heads  of  departments."  I  have  no  choice  but  to  acquiesce  in 
your  conclusion  that  you  cannot  longer  fill  your  present  position 
without  impaired  usefulness,  nor  without  doing  violence  to  your  own 
feelings. 

I  cannot,  however,  recognize  the  propriety  of  your  decision,  because 
I  cannot  admit  the  existence  of  a  power  or  right  in  the  legislative 
department  of  the  Oovemment  or  in  any  part  or  branch  of  it  to  con- 
trol the  continuance  in  office  of  those  "principal  officers  in  each  of 
the  executive  departments,"  whose  choice  the  Constitution  has  vested 
in  the  Chief  Magistrate;  whose  advice  in  writing  he  is  empowered  to 
require,  and  whose  tenure  of  office  is  exceptional,  being  made  to 
depend  expressly  on  "the  pleasure  of  the  President."  The  relations 
between  the  President  and  the  heads  of  the  executive  departments 
are,  from  these,  of  the  closest  and  most  intimate  character;  they 
imply  mutual  confidence  and  esteem  and  a  general  concurrence  of 
opinion  on  administrative  policy,  and  it  is  not  a  constitutional  func- 
tion of  the  legislative  department  to  interfere  with  these  relations; 
nor  can  it  be  assumed  that  a  change  of  the  heads  of  departments 
would  alter  the  administrative  policy  of  the  Government  without  also 
assuming  as  true  the  injurious  supposition  that  the  President  has 
permitted  them  to  pursue  a  policy  at  variance  with  his  own,  and  has 
thus  failed  to  do  his  own  duty  as  chief  of  the  executive  depiutment. 

The  notion  that  under  our  form  of  government  an  expression  by 
the  legislative  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  executive  department  is 
an  appropriate  exercise  of  constitutional  power  and  should  cause  a 
change  in  the  Cabinet  is  quite  unfounded,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  see 
that  it  arises  from  a  false  analogy,  that  most  fertile  source  of  error. 
In  Great  Britain  a  vote  of  the  House  of  Conunons  expressing  a  want 
of  confidence  in  the  ministry  has  a  controlling  influence  because  the 
Parliament  governs.  With  us  it  is  the  reverse.  The  two  cases  are  so 
distinct  as  to  be  opposite  rather  than  parallel  to  each  other.   In  Great 

*Not  fonnd. 
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Britain  the  ministrj'  are  the  executive  government.  The  Sovereign 
rales  but  does  not  govern.  In  the  Confederacy  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments neither  rule  nor  govern.  In  Great  Britain  the  Sovereign  is 
irresponsible  and  "can  do  no  wrong,"  and  the  ministry  ^one  are 
responsible.  In  the  Confederacy  the  President  may  do  wrong  and  is 
responsible  for  bo  doing.  The  remedy  for  his  wrong-doing  is  impeach- 
ment by  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  Senate  is  without  power 
even  to  impeach  and  can  only  act  as  judges  when  the  House  impeaches. 

In  Great  Britain,  the  crown  being  hereditary  as  well  as  irresponsible, 
the  control  of  the  people  over  the  policy  of  the  Government  consists 
in  refusing,  by  their  Commons,  the  grant  to  the  Sovereign  of  supplies 
necessary  for  carrying  on  the  Government.  In  the  Confederacy  the 
people  choose  the  President  as  well  as  the  Congress,  and  by  giving 
him  a  term  of  six  years  and  making  the  tenure  of  ofSce  of  the  Cabinet 
"his  pleasure"  have  debarred  themselves  from  the  power  of  enforc- 
ing any  change  of  administrative  policy  during  that  time.  It  is  known 
that  this  lengthened  term  of  six  years  without  re-eligibility  was  con- 
ferred by  our  Constitution  on  the  Executive  for  the  express  purpose 
of  imparting  stability  to  the  Government 'and  of  withdrawing  all 
motive  for  courting  popular  favor  at  the  expense  of  duty. 

In  Great  Britain  the  ministry  are  members  of  the  legislative 
department,  originate  laws,  guide  administration,  exercise  the 
appointing  power  to  all  offices  (the  sovereign  power  being  in  practice 
purely  nominal),  are  apprised  in  advance  of  the  grounds  of  a  pro- 
posed vote  of  want  of  confidence,  and  have  the  power  and  means  of 
defending  themselves.  In  the  Confederacy  the  exact  reverse  of  all 
this  is  the  case,  and  the  heads  of  departments  are  not  even  admitted 
to  the  right  of  debate  on  subjects  appertaining  to  their  departments 
as  contemplated  by  the  Constitution. 

In  Great  Britain,  even  after  a  vote  of  censure,  the  ministry  may 
dissolve  Parliament  and  appeal  to  the  country,  which  has  not  unfre* 
quently  reversed  the  vote.  The  Commons  are  thus  r^rained  from 
factions  or  unfounded  chaises  by  the  responsibility  of  making  them 
at  the  peril  of  being  discountenanced  by  the  people,  and  thus  losing 
their  own  seats.  In  the  Confederacy  the  exact  reverse  of  all  this  is 
again  the  case,  and  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  would  be  free  from 
all  salutary  restraint  or  responsibility. 

It  is  needless  to  continue  this  exposition.  It  is  too  clear  for  doubt 
that  the  legislative  and  executive  departments  deriving  equally 
their  existence  from  the  votes  of  the  people,  it  would  be  quite  as 
proper  for  the  executive  department  to  express  want  of  confidence  in 
the  legislative  department  as  for  the  latter  to  express  distrust  in  the 
former. 

In  stating  these  views  nothing  is  farther  from  my  intention  than 
to  deny  to  enlightened  pablic  opinion,  where  deliberately  formed 
after  knowledge  of  facts,  its  just  and  legitimate  influence. 

Such  public  opinion  is  almost  invariably  correct,  and  can  rarely  be 
disregarded  without  injury  to  the  public  weal.  My  purpose  is  simply 
to  deny  that  the  declaration  of  a  State  delegation,  or  even  a  vote  of 
one  or  both  Houses,  is  entitled  to  be  considered  as  the  authentic 
expression  of  such  opinion  or  as  requiring  concession  from  a  co-or- 
dinate department  of  the  GJovemment. 

I  have  been  led  into  this  digression  by  the  peculiar  circumstances 
which  have  given  rise  to  your  resignation.  They  are  without  prece- 
dent. I  cannot,  however,  refuse  to  relieve  you  from  duties  which  the 
action  of  yoar  State  dele^^tion  has  rendered  distasteful  to  you.  That 
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you  have  devoted  yourself  with  entire  singleness  of  purpose  to  the 
public  welfare ;  that  your  labors  have  been  incessant,  your  sendees 
important,  and  your  counsels  very  valuable  to  myself  and  to  year 
colleagues,  would  be  as  readily  attested  by  them  as  by  myself.  The 
regret  that  our  official  relations  now  end  is  relieved  by  the  reflection 
that  you  will  be  near  me,  and  by  the  assurance  that  I  can  ever  call  on 
you  with  confidence  for  any  aid  that  you  can  render  in  private  life. 

Our  personal  relations,  so  pleasant  during  our  official  intercourse, 
will  not,  I  trust,  be  interrupted,  and  you  carry  with  you  in  your 
retirement  my  warmest  wishes  for  your  health  and  prosperity. 
With  cordial  esteem,  your  friend, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


IIdqrs.  Georgia  Reserves  axd  Mil.  Dist.  of  Georgia, 

Macon,  Oa.y  February  1,  1865. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  SicJiTnondy  Va.: 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  caXt  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  communica- 
tion from  the  commandant  of  conscripts  for  this  State.  The  impor- 
tance of  correcting  some  of  the  evils  complained  of  cannot  be  too 
strongly  impressed  upon  your  mind.  It  is  useless  to  repeat  my  views 
on  the  subject  of  the  conscript  law,  as  I  have  already  presented  them 
to  you  in  full  and  earnest  Icttei-s, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

HOWELL  COBB, 

Major-  General. 

[IndOTMmflDt.] 

Bureau  of  Conscription, 

Richmond,  February  22,  1865. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

This  Bureau  has  frequently  ui^ed  upon  the  attention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment the  matter  of  this  letter.  Precisely  similar  statements  come 
from  every  State  in  the  Confederacy.  The  Bureau  has  no  authority 
and  no  means  to  correct  the  evil.  It  receives  and  puts  on  duty  the 
oflScers  assigned.  ^  The  commandants  devote  themselves  earnestly  and 
intelligently  to  have  the  service  x>erformed  by  these  oflBcers,  but  with 
results  such  as  are  stated  by  General  Browne.  The  service  never  will 
be  performed  satisfactorily  until  intelligent  and  suitable  officers  are 
selected  and  permanently  assigned  to  the  duty. 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General  and  SupermteT^dent. 

[iDflloBore.] 

Headquarters  Conscript  Service,  Georgia, 

Atigtista,  January  28,  1865. 

Maj.  Gen.  Howell  Cobb, 

Comdg.  Georgia  Reserves  and  MUiiary  District  of  Georgia: 
General:  In  reply  to  your  communication  directing  me  to  urge  the 
enrolling  offieere  to  greater  energy  and  assiduity  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  am  painfully  aware  of  the 
shortcomings  of  my  subordinates  and  of  the  perfect  justice  of  your 
complaints.    Some  montlis  ago  I  made  a  strong  representation  to  the 
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snperintendent  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscriptio'»  in  reference  to  tlie  incom- 
petency of  the  great  majority  of  the  enrolling  officers  and  of  their 
failui-e  to  discharge  their  duty.  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  here- 
with a  copy  of  that  communication. 

Yoa  are  aware,  general,  of  the  accuracy,  in  part  at  least,  of  this 
representation,  and  you  are  also  aware  of  the  other  grave  difficulties 
which  exist  in  this  State  to  prevent  the  efficient  execution  of  the  con- 
script laws.  The  Executive  of  the  State  and  his  officials  and  partisans, 
aided  by  a  few  prominent  and  influential  public  men  in  the  State,  have 
persistently  labored  to  opi)08e  the  execution  of  these  laws  and  to 
create  public  opinion  not  only  hostile  to  their  execution  but  com- 
mendatory of  their  evasion.  The  class  of  men  now  liable  to  conscrip- 
tion, and  who  have  hitherto  kept  out  of  the  service,  cannot  be  reached 
under  the  present  system.  Instead  of  finding  their  security  con- 
demned as  dishonorable,  they  find  it  approved,  if  not  connived  at,  by 
some  whose  positions  ought  to  be  a  warrant  of  a  different  course  of 
conduct.  It  is  therefore  obvious  that  men  assigned  to  the  duty  of 
dragging  these  skulkers  from  their  hiding  places  should  be  chosen  for 
their  activity,  zeal,  and  intelligence — in  a  word,  the  exact  opposite 
of  those  who  are  acting  under  my  orders.  I  think,  general,  you  will 
do  me  the  justice  to  acknowledge  that  so  far  as  my  x>ersonal  exertions 
could  secure  the  faithful  execution  of  the  law  they  have  not  been 
spared.  I  have  seen  the  difficulty.  I  have  exposed  the  evils  while 
I  was  powerless  of  myself  to  remedy  them. 

There  is  another  matter  which  I  desire  to  bring  to  your  attention, 
and  that  is  the  impossibility  which  has  hitherto  existed  of  trying  and 
punishing  delinquent  officers.  For  the  past  five  months  I  have  had 
officers  in  arrest  on  most  serious  charges  and  been  unable  to  bring 
them  to  trial  from  the  absence  of  any  military  court  in  the  State.  I 
have  had  the  honor  on  several  occasions  to  bring  this  matter  to  your 
earnest  attention.  If  a  permanent  court  were  established  for  the 
speedy  punishment  of  offenses  and  neglect  of  duty,  and  properly 
qualified  men,  irrespective  of  age  or  physical  condition,  ordered  to 
report  for  enrolling  duty,  the  service  can  be  performed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obe<liont  servant, 

WM.  M.  BROWNE, 
Commandant  of  Conscripts  for  Georgia. 

[Sub-incIoBtire.] 

Headquarters  Conscript  Service,  Georgia, 

Augtistay  November  24y  186J^ 

Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Preston, 

Superintendent  Bureau  of  Conscription,  Siehmondj  Va.: 
General:  Your  telegram  of  to-day  in  reference  to  the  discrepancy 
between  the  official  report  for  September  and  the  registration  returns 
as  to  mail  contractors,  impels  me  in  self-defense  to  inform  you  spe- 
ciaUy  of  the  utter  incompetency  of  the  majority  of  those  assigned  to 
duty  as  enrolling  officers.  Seven  months'  experience  has  proved  to 
me  conclusively  that  out  of  the  whole  number  employed  in  the  con- 
script service  in  the  State  there  are  not  twenty  who  possess  one  qual- 
ification for  the  office.  To  remove  men  now  on  duty  because  of 
Incompetency  and  replace  them  by  others  of  the  class  at  my  disposi- 
tion, would  be  simply  to  put  incompetent  men  who  know  nothing 
whatever  in  the  place  of  incompetent  men  who  have  learned  some- 
thing, small  though  it  be.  For  the  most  part,  the  enrolling  and  sul>- 
enrolUng  officers  belong  to  the  lower  and  poorer  order  of  society. 
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They  are  ignorant  and  stupid,  and  even  where  they  are  not  lazy,  are 
inattentive  to  their  duties.  They  must  be  selected  from  men  phync- 
ally  unfit  for  the  service,  and  of  this  class  all  who  are  good  for  any- 
thhig  get  recommended  for  duty  in  some  pleasanter  and  more  popular 
branch  of  the  service  performed  by  men  found  for  light  duty.  No 
one  who  can  get  emplojonent  with  a  quartermaster}  commissary,  tax 
collector,  or  even  in  a  hospital,  will  ask  assignment  where,  if  he  does 
his  dnty  at  all,  he  is  sure  of  having  hard  work  and  much  unpopularity. 
The  consequence  is,  I  have  none  but  the  refuse  of  the  light-duty  men, 
who  can  even  by  courtesy  be  said  to  read  and  write.  The  men  who 
have  been  disabled  in  the  Army  and  are  assigned  to  enrolling  service 
are,  whether  they  are  commissioned  or  not,  generally  ignorant,  alwaj^ 
incapable  of  activity  and  energy,  and  mostly  destitute  of  the  desire 
to  do  their  duty.  They  regard  their  assignment  as  a  retirement  with 
allowances  in  addition  to  pay  given  thera  as  a  reward  for  field  service, 
and  that  the  fulfillment  of  the  duties  intrusted  to  them  is  not 
expected.  Of  the  two  classes,  the  light-duty  men  assigned  by  me  and 
the  army  officers  and  soldiers  ordered  to  report  to  me  because  found 
unfit  for  anything  else,  I  am  positive  that  the  latter  are  the  more 
worthless. 

There  can  be  no  more  forcible  illustration  of  this  neglect  and  incom- 
petency than  the  general  failure  to  obey  the  order  given  in  my  circu- 
lar on  May  16  to  make  a  full  list  of  the  State  exemptions  and  others, 
•  and  of  the  manifest  inaccuracy  of  the  monthly  returns.  I  will  give 
you  another  instance.  When  the  registration  returns  were  just 
handed  to  me  of  the  county  of  Richmond,  including  the  populous 
city  of  Augusta,  they  exhibited  the  names  of  thirteen  boys  who  would 
reach,  the  age  of  seventeen  during  the  ensuing  year.  A  repetition  of 
the  work  showed  a  widely  different  state  of  facts.  So  long,  general, 
as  the  present  system  of  appointing  disabled,  stupid,  and  illiterate 
men  to  perform  duty  requiring  activity,  intelligence,  and  education, 
the  result  will  be  failure;  but  if  the  plaji  proposed  in  circular  of  the 
Bareau  of  Conscription,  Ko.  55,  series  of  last  year,  is  adopted,  and 
competent  men  chosen  (for  their  competency),  appointed  as  enrolling 
officers,  the  duty  will  be  done  and  the  conscript  service  be  mado  as 
imirortant  as  it  deserves  to  be. 

I  have  alluded  only  to  the  incompetency  of  enrolling  officers.  I 
have  not  mentioned  the  frauds  and  corruption  which  mark  their  track 
everywhere,  carefully  covered,  but  yet  observable  and  keenly  felt. 
I  desire  earnestly  to  see  the  duty  (second  in  importance  to  none)  well 
and  efficiently  performed.  I  am  deeply  mortified  at  any  failure  in  this 
State.  I  see  and  feel  the  deficiency,  and  beg  respectfully  to  bring  it 
strongly  to  your  attention  in  the  hope  that  through  you  it  may  be  cor- 
rected. It  is  vain  to  -pass  laws  unless  the  proper  agents  be  allowed  to 
execute  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Ofpicb  Board  Commissioners  for  Impressment  fob  Tenn., 
Headquarters,  Aberdeen,  Miss.,  February  1,  1865. 
In  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress  to  regulate  impressment, 
the  following  schedule  of  prices  for  produce  and  army  supplies,  fur- 
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nished  at  the  nsnal  places  of  delivery,  is  agreed  upon  and  published 
by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  continue 
in  force  until  altered  or  revised : 
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Per  bnahel  of  84  pounds  . . . 
Per  bnshel  of  67  pounds... 

Per  head  per  mouth  

Per  bnshet  of  H  pounds . . . 

 do  

Per  bushel  of  38  pounds . . . 
Per  bushel  of  80  pounds. . . 

Per  poDud  

Per  bnshidof  £6  pounds... 
Per^ound  

"do 


.do. 

-do. 

.do. 

-do 

.do 

.do. 
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So 


Socks   Woolen . 

Do   Cotton.. 

Soap   a«d.... 

Do   Soft  

Sboea   Array... 

Shovela  ..I  Long  handled. 


Deaoriptioa. 


Qnaiitftf. 


WhitB  clarlflod  '  Per  pound  

 I  Per bnsbelof  Uponnda.... 


Tr^L  

Fer^nnd. 

Per  pair... 
Per  dozen  . 
.do 


Sheared  |  For  head  ' 

 .    .  Unsheared  do  

Shocks  I  Baled  ,  Per  hnndredweijifat  

Do  !  Uabaled  '  do  

TgiOow  I  -   Ferpoand  

TM  I  Black  do  

Do  Green  '  do  

TIncgar  I  Cider  |  PergaUon  ' 

Do   Manafoctored  do  

Wheat  '  Perbmbelof  60ponnds  

Wheat  atraw   Baled  i  Per  himdredwefght  


Do   Dnbalad. 

■Whtaky  

WocA  '  Washed  

Do   Unwashed  

WaffODS  '  Wooden  axlos,  ♦•horeo . 

Do    '  Iron  axles, i-horae  

Do   Wooden  axlea,  S-borae . 


do. 
Pw  gallon. 

^\.,  ■ 

Kaeh  .. 

.do. 
.do. 


Do 


Iron  axles,  2-horse   do , 


Price. 


7.50 
2.00 
1.50 
.75 
.35 
15.00 
80.00 
80.00 
15.00 
20.  0« 
L50 
1  25 
1.30 
10.00 
15.  OD 
1.50 

.n 

S.SO 
LOO 
.T5 
3.50 
4.00 
S.00 
350.00 
450.00 
290.00 
360.00 


LABOR. 


Qnantity. 


Price. 


Hanltait;  l^r  rwt.  per  mil*. .  fO,  06 

Hire  ot  2-hureu  titmn,  wagon,  and  driver :  I 

B^onx  fiiminheil  by  owner  per  day..  10. OD 

UatioDR  fomii'htMl  liy  Governnient   -  do  1  7.00 

Hire  of  4-bonie  team.  wHgon.and  drivitr:  i 

Kationa  furnished  by  owner  ...do  '  13.50 

KatJona  fnmiHbed  by  Goremment  do....  0.00 

Hiroof  6-horflo  team,  wagon,  and  driven  | 

Rations  faminhed  by  owner  do....  15.00 

Batlona  rumisbod  by  Uovemmnnt  do.  ...I  ILOO 

Hire  of  laborer: 

RAtionn  rnmlHhed  by  owner  do   2. 00 

Rations  furnished  by  Government  do  '  I.  SO 

Do    lUTnionth..  25.00 

Ratlnnii  and  clothing  furnished  by  Govemnietit  do  1  15.00 

Hire  of  mecbgnics  for  mechanical  purpofles;  rntion(i  nnd  clothing  I'httiIhIu'iI  bv  (lovornmenl, 

per  uiontb   30.00 


The  following  enumerated  articles  to  be  paid  for  under  the.  act  of 
Congress  regulating  manufactures,  to  wit:  AVoolen  cloths,  drills,  flan- 
nels, hats,  jeans,  Osnaburgs,  domestic  shirting  and  stripes,  sacking 
and  tent  cloths,  75  per  cent,  on  the  net  cost  of  production. 

The  undersigned  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  the  above  schedule  of 
prices  if^  adopted  in  accordance  with  tlie  maximum  sclicdule  of  prices 
agreed  upon  by  the  commissioners  in  convention  assembled  at  Mont- 
gomery, Ala.,  on  the  20th  day  of  September  (convened  by  order  of  the 
Secretaiy  of  AVar),  representing  the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Tennessee,  and  are  the  prices  at 
wliich  alone  Government  agents  can,  witliout  violation  of  the  law, 
impress  private  property;  and  for  the  information  of  all  concerned 
that  section  of  the  impressment  act  which  prescribes  the  pains  and 
X>enalties  incurred  by  a  violation  of  its  provisions  is  hereto  appended: 

Sec.  XI.  That  any  commiBsioned  or  non-commissioned  ofBcer,  or  private,  who 
shall  violate  the  provisionB  of  this  act  shall  be  tried  before  a  military  conrt  of  the 
corps  to  which  he  is  attached,  on  complaint  made  by  the  owner  or  other  persons ; 
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and  on  conviction,  if  an  officer,  he  shall  be  cashiered  and  put  into  the  ranks  as  a 
private ;  and  if  a  non-commissioned  officer  or  private,  he  shall  suffer  aach  pmi- 
'   ishment  not  inconsistent  with  military  law  as  the  court  may  direct. 

Extract  from  General  Ordera,  No.  30,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gen- 
eral, dated  March  7,  1864: 

y.  In  all  cases  in  which  the  offer  of  an  impressing  officer  is  refused  he  will 
proceed  to  adjust  the  price  according  to  the  first  section  of  the  act  above  recited ; 
that  is,  by  the  judgment  of  the  two  loyal  and  disinterested  pei^ns  of  the  city, 
county,  or  parish  in  which  the  impressment  may  be  made,  one  to  be  selected  by 
the  owner,  nis  bailee,  or  agent,  and  one  by  the  impressing  officer.  In  the  event 
of  their  disagreement,  these  two  will  select  an  umpire  of  like  qualification.  The 
persons  thus  selected  will  proceed  to  assess  just  compensation  for  the  property  so 
unpressed,  whether  the  absolute  ownership  or  the  temporary  use  thereof  be 
required.  If  the  impressing  officer  believes  that  the  appraisement  is  fair  and 
just,  he  will  indorse  his  approval  and  pay  for  the  property,  and  the  right  in  tiie 
'  object  impreBsed  will  become  the  property  of  the  Confederate  States ;  but  if  he 
does  not  approve  of  the  appraisement  he  will  decline  to  approve  it,  and  indorse 
the  reasons  for  his  refusal  on  the  certificate  and  forthwith  report  the  case  to  the 
commissioners  appointed  under  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  to  which  the  act 
above  recited  is  an  amendment ;  and  in  the  meantime  the  property  will  be  taken 
and  a  receipt  describing  the  property  and  proceedings  for  adjustment  of  the  price 
and  the  apx>eal  given  to  the  owner.  The  impressing  officer  will  immediately 
report  the  case  to  the  appraisers,  with  the  statement  w  the  quality  and  condition 
of  the  property,  and  his  opinion  on  the  subject. 

\V.  E.  TRAVIS, 
WM.  II.  SNEED, 

Commissioners. 


Quartermastek-General's  Office, 

Richmond^  February  2^  1865. 

lion.  JA3IES  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  T^^'a;"; 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  Colonel  Screven,  president  Atlantic  and 
Gulf  Kaili-oad,  I  have  tlie  honor  to  state  that  the  railroad  connection 
between  Albany  and  Tliomasville  is  of  vast  importance  to  th©  Gov- 
ernment. It  would  not  only  keep  connection  between  our  armies  and 
a  section  of  country  extremely  fertile,  but  make  available  for  trans- 
portation purposes  a  large  amount  of  rolling-stock  and  railway  iron 
otherwise  hoi>elessly  cut  off  from  the  routes  of  travel  and  transporta- 
tion on  which  all  active  military  operations  depend.  As  this  connec- 
tion with  Southem  Georgia  and  Florida,  and  with  all  their  products 
and  railway  improvements,  was  once  made  throufrh  Savannah,  here- 
after it  would  be  quite  aa  effectually  made  through  Albany. 

I  am  satisfied  the  value  of  the  supplies  to  be  transported  from  those 
fertile  sections  has  not  been  overstated  by  Colonel  Screven.  The 
obstacle  which  is  usually  interposed  in  the  way  of  attempting  the 
construction  of  any  new  line  does  not  present  itself  here,  for  there  is 
both  iron  and  rolling-stock  in  abundance  not  only  close  at  hand  for 
their  purpose,  but  not  available  for  any  other. 

So  far  as  the  connection  between  Quincy  and  the  Chattahoochee 
may  be  considered  a  competing  project  for  the  favor  of  Government, 
I  remark  that  while  it  would  serve  in  a  measure  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing the  supplies  of  that  immediate  country  (though  much  of  it  by  a 
circuitous  route),  it  would  be  almost  useless  in  securing  the  rolling- 
stock  for  service  elsewhere.  With  such  boats  and  such  navigation 
as  the  Chattahoochee  River  can  furnish,  it  would  occupy  months  to 
remove  their  rolling-stock,  if,  indeed,  it  were  possible  to  accomplish 
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it  at  all.  Moreover,  the  supplies  drawn  from  the  country  contiguooB 
to  the  Chattahoochee  are  of  themselves  sufficient  to  occupy  all  the 
transportaUon onthatriver,  leavingitaltogetherinsuffioienttoaccom- 
modate  the  additional  amount  proposed  to  be  thrown  upon  it.  Bat 
there  should  be  no  competition  between  these  improvements,  as  the 
one  does  not  necessarily  exclude  the  other.  The  resources  from 
which  they  will  respectively  draw  will  not  be  the  same,  and  therefore 
not  conflict.  The  rolling-stock,  iron  rails,  labor,  and  food  would  be  I 
controlled  by  each  improvement  from  its  own  vicinity.  I 
Very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster-  Oenercd. 


confedbbate  states  of  america, 

War  Department,  Ordnance  Bureau, 

Richmond,  February  18,  1865. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir:  In  answer  to  the  following  extract  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  24th  of  Janua/y — 

•  •  •  First.  With  information  as  to  the  number  of  white  men  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  and  of  the  number  of  negroes  who,  in  addition  to 
l^eir  own  officers,  may  be  re<iuired  for  the  necessary  employments  and  the 
dia^arge  of  the  functiona  (tf  the  departaients  <rf  *  *  *  Ordnance 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  that  there  were  borne  on  the  rolls  of  this 
department  on  the  1st  of  October,  1864,  3,433  white  men  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  including  contractors  and  their 
employ^.  Greneral  Orders,  No.  82,  reduced  this  number  to  2,691, 
turning  over  to  the  enrolling  officers  742.  Of  the  number  thus  timied 
over  full  one-half  were  mechanics  of  the  classes  now  needed  to  posh 
on  work,  lliese  must  be  returned — say  400.  This  will  leave  our 
working  force  at  the  arsenals  less  by  about  342  men  than  on  the  Ist  of 
October,  but  will  suffice.  In  addition,  in  order  to  raise  the  product  of 
our  armories  in  time  to  55,000  arms  per  annum,  800  good  mechanics 
must  be  added.  Say  that  three-fourths  of  these  will  be  white  men 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  the  total  required  thus 
will  be : 


Number  in  workshops  December  81  3, 691 

Nnmber  of  those  taken  by  general  orders  to  be  returned   400 

Nnmber  to  be  added  for  additional  product  of  arms   000 


Total  -  8,ei»l 


This  would  give  us  a  total  of  258  more  workmen  than  we  had  Octo- 
ber 1,  1864,  but  would  raise  the  product  of  arms  from  ii0,000  to  55,000 
(in  time).  The  number  of  negroes  on  the  rolls  of  the  department  dur- 
ing the  past  year  is  830;  add  to  these,  say,  1,000,  in  the  employ  of 
contractors,  of  which  there  are  no  returns  in  this  office,  making  1,830 
negroes  employed.  An  addition  of  50  per  cent,  should  be  imide  to 
that  part  of  this  force  employed  at  the  arsenals,  <fcc. ,  in  order  tJiat 
as  much  as  jrossible  may  be  done  with  labor  of  this  description,  mak- 
ing 1,245  as  the  number  needed  at  these  establishments.  This  estimate 
is  reiduced  to  the  smallest  figures  with  which  the  operations  of  the 
Bureau  can  be  successfully  carried  on. 
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SecapUidation. — White  men  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  torty- 
five  (except  officers),  3,691;  Blaves,  2,246. 
Very  reBpectfully, 

J.  GORGAS, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Ordnance. 


Richmond,  Va.,  Felyruary  3, 1866. 
The  House  op  Representatives: 

In  respoufie  to  your  resolution  of  the  25th  nltimo  I  herewith  trans- 
mit a  cominamcation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  covering  copies 
of  his  correspondence  with  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina  relative 
to  "  coals  of  the  steamer  Advance." 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

[IncbWize.] 

CONFEDEBATS  STATES  OF  AhBBICA,  NAVY  BEPABTHBNT, 

Richmond,  January  31,  1865. 

The  President: 

Sib:  In  response  to  the  following  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, viz — 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  respectfnllr  requested  to  transmit  to  this  Honse 
ct^iee  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  (Jov- 
enuxr  of  North  Carolina  touching  the  seizure  of  the  coals  of  tiie  steamer  Advance 
by  officerB  of  the  Navy  Department — 

Beferred  by  you  to  this  Department  for  attention,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  my  letters  of  the  28th  of  December 
last  and  28th  instant  to  Governor  Vance  and  his  reply  of  the  3d  instant 
to  the  first-named  letter,  with  accompanying  papers.  * 

My  last  communication  to  Governor  Vance  was  delayed  by  the 
causes  therein  stated. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  MALLORT, 

Secretary  of  the  N(wy, 

[Snb-lnclcwiiTe  Ifo,  l.J 

Confederate  States  of  America,  Navy  Department, 

Richmond,  December  28,  1864. 

His  Excellency  Z,  B,  Vance, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina^  Raleigh^  N.  C: 
Sir  :  CJonfident  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  correct  any  error  of  state- 
ment into  which  you  may  have  been  inadvertently  led,  I  beg  leave  to 
invite  your  attention  to  the  following  extracts  from  your  recent  mes- 
sage, and  to  the  subjoined  copies  of  official  papera  upon  the  subjects 
to  which  the  extracts  refer: 

After  losses  by  detention,  the  snrrender  of  cargo  space,  &c.,  of  not  less  than 
1200,000  in  gold,  I  rcRret  also  to  have  to  announce  the  loss  of  the  steamer  Advance 
daring  the  month  of  September.  This  noble  vessel,  the  pride  of  the  State  and 
benefactor  of  our  soldiers  and  jteople,  was  captured  by  the  enemy  after  she  had 
sacceeafnlly  made  her  way  through,  the  blockade  squadron,  in  consequence  of  the 
Bdzmre  of  her  coal  for  the  use  of  the  croiser  Tallahaasee,  compelling  her  to  pat 


•For  Vance  to  Mallory,  January  8, 1865,  with  inclosed  certificates  of  O'Reilly 
and  Harris,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLVl,  Part  II,  pp.  1006, 1157.  For  Savage  to  Mnr- 
ray,  sUbo  inclosed,  see  p.  905,  ante.  For  MaUkury  to  Vance,  January  38, 1865,  see 
Series  I,  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  n,  p.  1160. 
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to  sea  vitb  North  Carolina  coal.  This,  being  nnsoited  to  her  fnmaces  and 

machinery,  rendered  her  incapable  of  making  more  than  half  her  nsnal  speed  and 
left  behind  her  a  dense  volmne  of  black  smoke,  by  which  she  was  followed  and 
captured.  So  obvionsly  is  her  loss  attributable  to  the  unwarranted  seiznre  of  her 
wial,  that  I  tmat  you  will  memorialize  for  compensation.  The  unwise  policy  of 
maldnK  our  only  remaining  sea-port  a  resort  for  onr  cruisers  cannot  be  too 
strongly  condemned.  It  has  doubled  the  stringency  of  the  blockade,  has  already 
caused  the  loss  of  many  valuable  steamers,  and  will  ultimately  provoke  the 
ntmost  eftarta  of  the  enemy  to  captture  Wilmington.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say 
that  the  Adrance  alone,  in  solid  benefits,  has  oeen  worth  more  to  oar  Govern- 
ment than  all  the  cmisers  we  have  ever  had  afloat.  Why  it  should  be  the  policy 
our  Gtovemment  to  compel  the  State  to  quit  the  importation  of  supplies  for 
the  common  benefit,  and  then  porsne  a  course  with  our  armed  vessels  so  well 
calculated  to  crash  all  importatjons  whatever,  is  to  me  inexplicably  strange. 

Captain  Pinkney,  C,  S.  Navy,  in  command  of  naval  forces  at  Wil- 
min^n,  and  under  whose  directions  ooals  were  obtained  for  the 
Tallahassee  and  Chickamanga,  forwards  the  following  report  on  the 

subject: 

Flag  Officer  B.  F.  Putknet, 

Commanding,  <frc.; 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  verbal  inquiry  in  reference  to  tlie  impressment  of  coal  on 
this  station  for  the  use  of  C.  S.  cruisers  that  have  recently  sailed  from  this  port 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  not  one  i>article  of  coal  was  taken  from  the  steamer 
Advance,  nor  one  pound  impressed  to  which  the  State  or  any  of  the  joint  owners 
of  that  steamer  had  the  slightest  claim.  When  the  steamers  Let-Her-B  and  Florie 
were  being  fitted  oat,  a  portion  of  the  coal  necessai^  for  the  sopi^y  of  those 
steamers  was  taken  from  the  wharf  of  Uessrs.  Power,  Low  &  Co. ,  the  agents  and 
part  owners  of  tiie  Advance ;  but  I  was  distinctly  informed  by  a  member  of  that 
firm  that  this  coal  belonged  to  three  different  steamers  not  then  in  port.  To  one 
of  these  steamers  I  had  lent  §bout  twenty  tons  of  North  Carolina  coal  to  be 
returned  in  English  coal,  and  the  quantity  taken  from  her  just  satisfied  my  claim. 
The  other  two  steamers,  as  I  have  said,  were  not  then  in  port,  and  the  coal  that 
belonged  to  them  was  lying  there  waiting  their  return.  It  is  now  alleged  by 
the  agents  of  the  Advance  that  as  they  had  control  of  this  coal  it  might  have  been 
available  for  the  Advance  if  the  Government  had  not  impressed  it.  This,  how- 
ever, is  a  mere  probability,  as  other  steamers  belonging  to  this  firm  migfat  in  the 
meantime  have  come  in  uiort  of  fuel,  to  which  this  coal  would  have  nndonbtedW 
have  been  given.  At  any  rate  it  did  not  belong  to  the  Advance,  nor  was  it  retainra 
for  her  exclusive  use,  and  its  being  appropriated  to  her  use  depended  upon  a  mere 
contingency — namely,  her  not  being  preceded  into  port  by  other  vessels  with  an 
insufficiency  of  'coal  for  their  outward  voyage.  It  will,  then,  be  seen  that  the 
extraordinary  statement  ventured  upon  by  Governor  Vance  in  his  late  annual 
message,  that  the  loss  of  the  Advance  is  attributable  solely  to  the  impressment  (ji 
coal  by  the  Confederate  States  Government  has  very  little  foundation  in  fact. 
Very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  WILLARD, 

Naval  Coal  Agent. 

Forwarded  by  B.  F.  Pinkney,  captain.  &c 

You  will  perceive  from  this  report  that  your  statement  as  to  coals 
taken  from  or  belonging  to  the  Advance  was  an  error. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  advert  particalarly  to  the  following  paragraph 
of  your  message: 

These  cmisers  sally  forth  with  coal  seized  from  steamers  engaged  in  bringing; 
supplies  of  vital  importance,  thus  insuring  their  capture,  destroy  a  few  insignifi- 
cant  smacks,  which  only  serve  to  initate  the  enemy,  and  then  steiam  back  to  Wi^ 
mington  to  seize  more  coal,  bringing  down  upon  the  inlets  a  new  swarm  of  the 
enemy's  gun-boats. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss  questions  of  policy,  but  simply  to 
correct  errors  of  fact,  and  I  deem  it  unnecessary  here  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  tlio  views  which  your  letter  presents  relative  to  the  use 
made  of  the  port  of  Wilmington  by  Confederate  cruisers.  Nor,  in 
reference  to  your  remark  as  to  the  "coui-se  of  the  Government  with 
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our  armed  vessels  so  well  calculated  to  crush  all  Importations  whatso- 
ever," is  it  necessary  to  say  more  than  that  the  number  of  vessels 
ffligt^;ed  in  the  blockade  trade  of  Wilmington  was  never  greater  than 
at  present. 

It  is  proper  to  apprise  you  that  no  information  of  the  loss  of  any 
steamer  resulting  from  the  impressment  of  her  coals,  other  than  that 
presented  in  your  message,  has  ever  reached  this  Department,  nor 
have  I  any  reason  to  believe  that  any  vessel  was  ever  lost  from  the 
canse  stated  in  the  foregoing  statement.  Under  the  orders  of  this 
Department  but  one  day's  fuel  could  be  taken  from  any  steamer,  and 
the  North  Carolina  coal  substituted  for  the  quantity  thus  taken  could 
be  burned  at  night  without  disadvantage  or  danger  from  its  smoke. 

To  enable  you  to  correct  so  much  of  your  statements  as  limits  the 
captures  made  by  the  Tallahassee  and  Chickamauga,  from  which  yon 
will  perceive  that  those  captures  were  not  only,  more  important  than 
is  consistent  with  your  statement,  but  t<hat  nineteen  out  of  the  forty- 
six  were  square-rigged  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  MALLORY, 

Secrdary  of  the  Navy. 

ImI  of  veaad»  captured  by  the  C.  S.  S.  Tallahassee,  under  command  of  Commander 
John  Taylor  Wood,  C.  S.  Navy. 


D»t«or 

capture. 


Aug.  U 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
12 
12 
12 
13 
12 
13 
13 
13 
14 
15 
15 
IS 
15 
16 
16 
1« 
1« 
1« 
16 
IS 
17 
17 
17 
17 
17 
80 


ITaniB  of  Tcud. 


Schooner  Sarah  A.  Bavoo   281  80-95 

Pilot  boat  JaB.  Funk   120  81-06 

Brig  Carrie  Bitell   248  75-85 

Bark  Bay  State   199  47-85 

Brig  A.  Kioharda   274  80-95 

Schooner  Carrall  

Pilot  boat  Wm.  Bell  

Schooner  Atlantic   156  27-95 

Ship  Adriatic  -   989  22-96 

Bark  8nliai«  

Schooner  Spokaoe   126  8-95 

Brig  Billow   173  31-85 

Schooner  Bobt.  B.  Packer   223 

BarkQlenaron   789  8-95 

m  14-95 
547 
«1 

147M-85 
64  lI-«5 


Tonnage- 


Schooner  LamiDot  Dapont. 

Ship  Jaa.  Ltttlefleld  

Schooner  Mary  A.  Hawea. 

Schooner  Ho'ward  

Schooner  Floral  Wreath  . . 
Schooner  Sarah  B.  Harris. 

Schooner  BesUesa  

Schooner  Etta  Caroline . . . 

Bark  P.  0.  Alexander  

Schooner  Leopard  

SoIiooDer  Pearl  -  

Schooner  Sarah  Louisa.. . . 

Schooner  HagnoUa  

Bohooner  North  America. . 

Brig  Neva  

Soboonw  AchiHt  , 

Schooner  Uiadmn  

Schooler  D.  Ellis  

Brig  Bom.....  


4» 

8» 
283 
73 
41 
81 
86 


45-Kt 
3S-» 

92-95 
66^ 
»-W 
38-W 
47-86 


133 


127  47-05 


msposttion. 


Scuttled. 
Burnt 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Bonded. 
Burnt. 

Do. 

Do. 
Bonded. 
Burnt. 
ScntUed. 
Bonded. 
ScntUed. 
Burnt. 
Scuttled. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Bonded. 
Scuttled. 

Do. 
Burnt. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Scuttled. 
Bonded. 
Burnt. 
Beleased 

Do. 
Bomt. 


BECAPITULATIOK. 


Burnt   16 

Scuttled  ,  19 

Bonded   5 

Baleaaed   2 

Total  "w 
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Liat  of  vessels  captured  by  C.  S.  S.  Oitatee 

W.  H,  Ward. 


.  lAeuienant  CfmmandiitQ 


S«aw  of  TewriU 


XMspMltlin' 


BBrkKnpcws  TbenM 
Sdumiw  A.  J.Bird ... 
SobooMT  B.  F.  Lewis. . 

Sohoonar  3J»por  

Brig  L.  D.  wmguar . ... 
Ship  Aiwdo  


List  of  vessels  captured  by  the  C.  S.  S.  Chickamauga,  under  command  of  Lieut. 
John  Wilkinson,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Date  of 
capture. 


Naateof  tmmL 


Tduiio. 


DIapooIttoB. 


1664. 
Oct.  80 
31 
91 
81 

VOT.  1 
1 


Bark  Hark  L.  Potter 
Bark  Knm«  L.  HbU  . 
Ship  Staootins  Star. . . 
Bark  Albion  Lincoln 
SotaooQflr  Oodspeed ., 
Sohooner  Otter  Bock. 
Bark  Speodwell  


SSD 

Bnmt. 

4B2 

Do. 

H7 

Do. 

S37 

Bonded. 

283 

SontUed. 

91 

Do. 

S3S 

Bonded. 

[February  5,  1865. — For  Beauregard  to  Brown  and  Mt^ath, 
calling  for  all  tlie  available  forces  in  the  States  of  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina,  see  Series  I,  VoL  XLVII,  Part  II,  p.  1104.] 


[February  6,  1865.— For  General  Orders,  No.  3,  Adjntant  and 
Inspector  General's  Office,  publishing  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Genend-in-Chief  of  tJie  armies  of  the  Confederate 
States;"  also  appointing  General  Robert  E.  Lee  to  that  position,  imd 
revolting  General  Orders,  No.  23,  of  1864,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XL VI, 
Part  n,  p.  1205.] 


-  [February  6,  1865. — For  Davis  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kep- 
resentatives  of  the  Confederate  States,  submitting  report  of  A.  H. 
Stephens,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  and  John  A.  Campbell,  of  conference  held 
with  President  Lincoln  and  Mr.  Seward,  in  Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  see 
Series  I,  VoL  XL VI,  Part  H,  p.  446.] 


Confederate  States  op  America, 

War  Department,  Engineer  Bureau, 

Richrrumd,  Fo.,  F^ua/ry  6,  1865. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War^  Michmond,  Va.: 
Sir:  In  view  of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  slave  labor  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina  under  the  act  of  17th  of  February,  1864,  on 
account  of  obstacles  interposed  by  the  State  laws  of  that  State,  which 
render  the  labor  unavailable  for  the  purposes  of  the  act,  I  have  the 
honor,  in  compliance  with  your  indorsement  of  2d  instant,  to  recom- 
mend that  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina  be  requested 


Digitized  by 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES. 


1059 


to  obtain  from  the  Legislature  thereof  a  modification  of  the  State 
lavB  upon  the  matter  of  impressment  of  slaves  of  such  tenor  and 
eflEect  as  may  render  the  labor,  when  obtained  by  Impressment  agents 
in  that  State,  available  for  all  the  military  purposes  of  the  Confederacy, 
as  specified  in  the  act  of  Congress  above  referred  to;  that  is,  that  the 
time  of  impressment  may  be  for  twelve  months;  that  the  slaves  may 
be  used  without  the  limits  of  the  State  when  necessity  may  demand 
it,  and  for  all  the  purposes  enumerated  in  the  act ;  that  they  may  be 
subject  to  the  control  and  supervision  of  Confederate  authorities  and 
agents,  and  be  placed  in  all  respects  on  the  same  footing  as  slaves 
impressed  under  that  act  in  other  States. 

This  recommendation  was  originally  prepared  under  the  impression 
that  the  T^egislature  of  South  Carolina  was  at  this  time  in  session.  I 
have  since  learned,  however,  that  it  is  not,  and  it  is  feared  that  these 
suggestions  cannot  be  carried  into  effect  at  once. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
MoQOr-Oenerid  and  Chief  of  Engineer  Bv/reau. 


Officb  Cohhandant  of  Conscripts,  Alabama, 

Montgomery^  February  6,  186$. 

Capt.  R.  H.  Browne, 

Adg.  Asst.  A^t.  Oen.,  Hdgrs.  Reserve  Forces,  Alabama: 
Captain:  I  herewith  return  letter  of  H.  6.  Humphries,  enrolling 
officer,  Mobile  Connty,  dated  27th  of  January,  1865,  which  was 
returned  to  this  office  frova  headquarters  Reserve  Forces,  Alabama, 
asking  "upon  what  ground  does  the  decision  rest  that  youths  under 
seventeen  may  join  commands  with  the  assent  of  their  parents,  and 
not  be  liable  subsequently  to  enrollment  and  assignment."   I  inclose 
a  copy  of  the  letter  referred  to  by  the  enrolling  officer,  and  also  a 
copy  of  circular  from  this  office,  dated  December  6, 1864,  touching  the 
same  subject.    The  acts  of  Congress  and  orders  predicated  thereon 
have  uniformly  permitted  parties  liable  to  conscription  to  volun- 
teer previous  to  enrollment  nnder  certain  restrictions.    The  law 
and.  orders  nowhere  prohibit  the  enlistment  of  persons  not  liable  to 
conscription.   Therefore,  if  a  youth  is  enlisted  before  he  becomes 
liable  nnder  the  law,  he  cfuinot  be  considered  liable  to  conscription 
unless  he  has  been  discharged  from  the  command  in  which  he  was 
enlisted.    Of  course  a  man  is  not  considered  (in  law)  an  enlisted  man 
or  soldier  until  his  name  is  borne  upon  the  rolls  of  a  legally  organized 
company.    Paragraph  X,  General  Orders,  No.  24,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General's  Office,  1864,  revoked  all  authorities  that  had  been 
ffiven  to  "raise  troox>s  or  to  recruit  for  any  particular  command." 
I^hat  paragraph  is  understood  as  having  reference  alone  to  special 
authority  that  had  been  given  to  certain  officers.    Such  authority, 
for  instance,  as  General  CUnton  held  at  one  time,  and  such  as  Col. 
John  C.  Reid  proposes  to  hold  now.    Under  that  paragraph  a  man 
would  not  be  protected  from'  enrollment  if  enlisted  by  any  officer 
raising  troops  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  new  company.    It  is 
not,  however,  understood  as  forbidding  the  enlistment  of  exempts  into 
old  and  depleted  organizations..  I  have  long  entertained  the  opinion 
that  the  policy  of  receiving  youths  under  seventeen  years  of  age  into 
companies  in  the  general  service  is  pernicious,  as  they  are  often 
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received  when  they  have  not  sufficient  physical  development  to  enable 
them  to  undergo  the  hardships  of  the  general  service.  Besides  this 
it  often  operates  as  a  conversion  of  the  material  that  should  be  prop- 
erly distributed  where  it  is  most  needed.  Young  men  use  the  privi- 
lege of  volunteering  to  avoid  a  supposed  odium  of  being  euroll«l  by 
conscript  officers,  and  generally  under  the  cavalry  or  artilleiy  servioe. 
Believing  that  such  recruits  were  not  desirable,  it  has  been  my  policy 
not  to  encourage  their  enlistment,  and  hence  the  publication  of 
circular  of  Cth  of  December,  1864.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  pab- 
Ucation  of  a  general  order  by  pn)i)er  authority  positively  prohibiting 
tho  enlistment  of  youths  under  seventeen  years  of  age  into  commands 
in  tlie  generat  service  would  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  service. 
In  fact,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  interest  of  the  service  is  promoted 
by  allowing  conscripts  to  volunteer  before  enrollment.  They  should 
all  hv,  sent  to  camps  of  instruction  and  assigned,  when  practicable,  to 
commands  of  their  choice. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  LOCKHART, 
lAeutenant-Colonel  and  Commandant^  Alabama. 

[FInt  indonemMit.] 

Hbadquartees  Reserves  of  Alabama, 

Montgomery,  Febrtiary  9,  1865.  ' 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

The  true  points  involved  in  the  case  are  not  clearly  presented,  either 
in  the  communication  of  inquiry  from  the  enrolling  officer  at  Mobile, 
or  in  the  response  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lockbart.  There  is  no  law 
or  order  in  force  authorizing  the  enlistment  of  persons  not  liable  to 
conscription  otherwise  than  as  prescribed  in  paragraph  IV,  Greneral 
Orders,  No.  2-2,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  Richmond, 
February  2;3,  18G4.  That  order  requires  the  enrollment  of  such  parties 
wishing  to  volunteer,  and  authorizing  transportation  to  be  furnished 
them  to  their  commands.  The  usual  interpretation  given  of  this 
paragraph  is,  that  the  enrollment  only  entitles  to  transportation,  and 
was  not  intended  to  restrict  the  right  or  prescribe  the  mode  of  volun- 
teering. Such  may  have  been  the  correct  mterpretation  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  order  when  first  published, -which  was  only  six  days  after 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  17th  of  February,  but  such  interpretation 
is  certainly  not  in  harmony  with  the  policy  adopted  and  the  system 
Inaugurated  by  the  Government  since  that  date. 

The  purpose  of  the  Government,  as  I  understand  it,  has  been  to 
correct  irregularities  and  abuses  by  systematizing  the  dispositions  of 
present  and  prospective  material  for  filling  up  our  armies.  Why 
were  the  enrolling  officers  required  to  take  the  census  of  the  youths 
between  sixteen  and  seventeen  years  of  age  in  their  respective 
counties  for  the  information  of  the  Government,  if  it  was  not  to  ascer- 
tain tho  annual  prospective  material  on  which  the  Grovemment  could 
rely  for  replenishing  our  armies?  Why  are  enrolling  officers  and 
camps  of  distribution  established  ?  Why  are  monthly  reports  show- 
ing disposition  of  every  man  required  from  these  camps?  And  why 
is  It  that  applications  to  be  placed  in  general  service  from  individuals 
and  from  organized  companies  of  youths  between  the  age  of  seventeen 
and  eighteen  are  all  rejected  f  These,  are  certainly  more  capable  of 
bearing  the  hardship  and  exposure  incident  to  the  general  service 
than  are  those  of  more  tender  years.    It  cannot  be,  therefore,  that  it 
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is  the  intention  or  policy  of  tlio  Government  to  permit  to  this  letter 
class  a  privilege  which  it  has  time  and  again  denied  to  the  former. 
Again,  paragraph  X,  General  Orders,  No.  42,  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
OeneraVs  Office,  Richmond,  April  14,  1864,  may  have  been  intended 
simply  to  revoke  all  special  authorities  theretofore  given  to  raise 
troops  and  recruits  for  particular  commands,  and  as  an  isolated  order 
its  intent  might  thus  be  properly  limited.    Not  so,  however,  when 
taken  as  one  of  a  series  of  orders  all  tending  to  show  the  gradual 
development  of  a  policy  and  system  to  bo  perfected  and  adopted.  If 
I  am  mistaken  in  the  policy  of  the  Government  and  intent  of  existing 
orders,  then  a  youth  the  day  before  he  arrives  at  the  ago  of  seventeen 
j^ears,  and  after  he  shall  have  been  notified  by  the  enrolling  officer  to 
appear  at  his  office  on  the  date  of  his  being  seventeen  years  of  age, 
may  be  taken  by  his  father  to  any  of  the  many  privileged  companies 
occupying,  temporarily  at  least,  bombproof  positions,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  demands  of  the  service  or  interests  of  the  country,  and  thus 
avoid  enrollment  and  defeat  in  part,  at  least,  its  object.  The  facts  of 
the  case  which  have  rendered  necessary  the  settlement  of  this  ques- 
tion substantially  agree,  I  think,  with  the  one  supposed.    My  order 
to  the  enrolling  officer  was  not  to  permit  such  parties  to  continue  in 
the  companies  thus  enlisting  them,  but  to  request  of  the  general  com- 
manding at  Mobile  an  order  for  such  parties  to  be  turned  over  to  him 
for  enrollment  and  such  disposition  as  was  required  by  his  instruc- 
tions.   I  request  the  decision  of  the  Department  and  its  instructions. 

J.  M.  WITHERS, 

Major-General. 

[Second  Indoraement,] 

Adjutant-Obneral  : 

There  is  no  prohibition  of  law  upon  the  enlistment  of  youths  under 
seventeen  when  the  consent  of  the  parents  is  given.  But  the  Depart- 
ment has  never  approved  the  practice  of  their  enlistment,  and  hits 
only  allowed  it  upon  special  applications.  The  Department  has  not 
j^iven  to  any  officer  the  power  to  make  such  enlistments  specially  for 
jj;eneral  service,  and  would  not  do  so  except  in  a  special  case.  Enlist- 
ments in  particular  (under  such  authorities)  companies  for  general 
service  would  not  be  legal,  and  when  they  attain  the  age  of  seventeen 
the  youths  should  be  withdrawn  and  placed  in  the  reserves.  The 
T)epartment  would  not  regard  enlistments  under  such  authorities  as 
lof^al,  unless  the  autiiority  contained  the  express  provision  that  such 
j'oiiths  might  be  enlisted.    It  is  contrary  to  the  general  policy. 

liy  order: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assvffani  Secretary  of  War, ' 

'  [Indosnre  }To.  1.] 

Enrolling  Office,  Mobile  Coonty, 

Mobile^  January  27^  1865. 

Lieut.  George  Wragg, 

•    Adjutant,  Montgomery : 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  25th  instant  in  regard  to  the  enlistment  of  youths  under 
seventeen  years  of  age.  According  to  article  1402,  Army  Regula- 
tions, it  would  appear  that  this  class  of  i)ersons  had  the  right  to  join 
a  command  with  the  consent  of  their  parents,  but  how  do  you  get 
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arotmd  paragraph  X,  General  Orders,  No.  42,  Adjntant  and  Inspector  I 
General's  Office,  April  14,  1864?   If  the  authority  to  recrait  be  | 
revoked,  the  c[aestion  arises  how  can  any  person  join  without  pass-  i 
ing  through  the  enrolling  office?    And  if  they  pass  through  the  | 
enrolling  office  why  would  they  not  be  subject  to  the  same  regula- 
tions in  being  sent  to  camp  for  assignment  that  is  required  of  per- 
sons over  seventeen?   Major-General  Withers  thinks,  indeed  asserts, 
that  all  youths  who  have  joined  commands  before  they  were  seven- 
teen are  liable  to  be  enrolled  and  sent  to  camp  for  assignment  when 
they  arrive  at  the  age  of  seventeen.    Captain  Tobin  has,  so  I  learn, 
142  men  in  his  company,  whilst  he  is  only  allowed  84  men,  being 
an  artillery  company.    About  the  time  of  my  assignment  to  this 
office  I  am  certain  that  a  number  of  yoong  men,  both  under  and 
over  eighteen,  joined  different  companies  for  the  purpose  of  avoid- 
ing the  enrolling  officer,  and  I  think  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
companies  with  a  view  of  doing  as  little  service  as  possible.  The 
yoimg  men  who  joined  Tobin's  battery,  and  which  gave  rise  to  my 
first  letter  upon  this  subject,  received  a  furlough  of  twenty  days  as 
soon  as  they  joined.    Captain  Tobin,  I  am  plea^  to  state,  seems  to 
be  a  very  popular  officer,  as  there  appears  to  be  a  great  dispositioD  to 
join  bis  command.    I  am  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  know  what  course 
to  pnrsue  in  the  case  now  at  issae  until  the  decisions  of  Major- 
Greneral  Withers  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lockhart  are  reconciled. 
I  do  not  want  to  take  any  step  that  I  cannot  sustain,  and  I  ttiere- 
fore  submit  the  case  again  to  the  commandant  with  a  view  to  my  final 
action  in  the  premises.  I 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  HUMPHRIES, 

EnrcUing  Officer. 

[Flrat  InaoTMUMntJ 

Offick  Commandant  of  Conscripts,  Alabama, 

Mordgomery,  Ala.,  January  SI,  1865. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Withers  for  his  decision. 

H.  C.  LOCKHART, 
Lieutenant^Gohnel  and  Commandant,  Alabama.  \ 

[Swoad  IndorMment.] 

Hbai>quarters  Rfssrvbs, 

Montgomery,  February  4,  1S65. 
Respectfully  returned  to  commandant  of  conscripts. 
Upon  what  ground  does  the  decision  rest  that  youths  under  seven- 
teen may  join  commands  with  the  consent  of  their  parents  and  not' 
be  liable  subsequently  to  enrollment  and  assignment? 
By  command  of  Major-G^eneral  Withers: 

R.  H.  BROWNE, 
Aiding  Assistani  AdjiUavU-QeneroL 

[Third  indoraemrat.] 

Office  Commandant  of  CoNscRiPTa, 

Montgomery,  Ala,,  Febntairy  6,  1865. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Major-General  Withers,  vrath  remarks 
inclosed. 

H.  C.  LOCKHART, 
lAeulenani-Calond  and  GomiinanaanL 
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[Inoloflure  No.  2.1 

Office  Commandajjt  of  Conscripts  of  Alabama, 

Monigomeryy  January  25y  186S. 

Private  H.  G.  Huhphribs, 

ErvroUing  Offtcer^  Mobile,  Ala.: 

I  am  directed  by  l^e  commandant  (Alabama)  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  January  20,  and  to  state  that  this  oflSce  has 
no  control  of  a  youth  under  seventeen.  They  cannot  be  mustered 
into  service  except  in  the  manner  provided  for  by  article  1402,  Army 
Begulations. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  WRAGG, 
First  lAeutenant  and  Assistant  Adjvia/ni. 

[Inclwura  Na.  3.1 

CmcuLAR.]  Office  Commandant  of  Conscripts, 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  December  6,  186^ 

It  having  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  this  office  that  in  some 
instances  [orders]  have  been  given  to  parties  under  seventeen  years 
of  age  to  report  to  the  Army,  enrolling  of&cers  are  instructed  that 
they  have  no  authority  over  any  party  under  seventeen  or  over  fifty 
years  of  age,  and  that  any  action  on  their  part  in  regard  to  such  par- 
ties, except  in  cases  specially  directed,  is  unauthorized  and  forbidden. 

By  order  of  H.  C.  Lockhart,  lieutenant-colonel  and  commandant 
for  Alabama: 

G.  A.  CARY, 
First  lAeutenant  and  Adjutant. 


State  of  North  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

Baieight  February  6,  1865. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Deaa  Sir  :  I  have  received  information  from  numerous  citizens  of 
Burke  County  that  certain  persons  profess  to  have  authority  from 
tiie  Confederate  Government  to  distill  grain  into  whisky  in  that 
coTinty,  and  that  they  have  and  now  are  buying  up  grain  at  high 
prices  for  that  purpose.    The  citizens  from  whom  I  receive  tWs 
information  represent  that  grain  is  very  scarce  in  that  section  of  the 
State,  and  that  the  families  of  soldiers  arid  the  poor  and  needy 
will  require  all  the  surplus  which  can  be  spared  from  the  Army.  It 
is  also  stated  that  the  whisky  when  so  distilled  is  to  be  converted 
into  vinegar,  and  is  not  to  be  used  for  hospital  purposes.   I  am 
informed  that  it  has  been  urged  upon  the  Confederate  authorities,  as 
a  reason  for  granting  such  privilege,  that  large  quantities  of  pork  can 
t>e  raised  from  the  swill  of  these  distilleries,  but  surely  such  a  reason 
could  not  influence  their  action.    If  the  object  is  to  raise  pork,  it  can 
tye  much  better  effected  by  feeding  the  grain  directly  to  the  swine. 
Knowing  as  I  do  the  wants  of  the  community  whose  interest  is  thus 
to  be  affected,  I  most  earnestly  insist  that  if  such  permission  has  been 
granted  it  be  immediately  revoked. 

With  sentiments  of  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 
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IlndonenMBt.] 

Bureau  of  Subsistence, 

Richmond,  February  15^  1865, 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

Some  whisky  is  needed  for  issue  to  the  troops  when  mach  exposed, 
and  more  for  the  manufacture  of  vinegar.  The  distillation  was 
ordered  in  Burke  County,  N.  C,  because  of  the  difficulty  of  trans- 
porting the  corn  from  that  section  of  country.  As  no  distillation  is 
permitted  in  Virginia  or  North  Carolina  along  the  lines  of  railroad,  I 
see  no  reason  to  change  my  decision. 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 
Commiimary-General  of  Subsistence-. 


Circular.]  War  Office, 

February  7,  J86S. 

The  Secretary  of  War  desires  that  you  will  prepare  at  once,  for  his 
information,  a  Bucciuet  but  clear  statement  of  the  means  and 
resources  you  have  on  hand  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  your  Bureau 
and  your  ability  for  carrying  it  on,  and  what  impediments  exist  and 
what  is  necessary  for  that  purpose. 
Respectfully, 

R.  G.  H.  KEAN, 
Chief  of  Bureau  of  War. 

(To  Chiefs  of  Bureaus.) 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  February  7,  1S65. 
General  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Richmond,  Va.: 

General  :  Lieutenant  Gordon,  of  the  Army  of  Virginia,  and  a 
brother  of  Major-Greneral  Gordon,  will  hand  you  this  letter.  He  will 
show  you  the  authority  he  received  from  the  late  Secretary  of  War  to 
raise  a  cavalry  company  in  Georgia  aud  explain  his  wishes  in  refer- 
ence to  the  change  which  he  proposes.  Whilst  I  cannot  recommend 
the  application  as  made,  and  am  firm  in  the  conviction  that  all  audi 
irregular  authorities  only  gender  confusion,  yet  I  think  the  services 
of  Lieutenant  Gordon  might  prove  valuable  in  North  Alabama,  and 
that  if  ordered  to  report  to  me  there  would  be  no  great  difficulty  in 
raising  at  least  a  company  for  him  with  which  to  operate  in  that  now 
infected  section  of  the  State. 

Although  this  communication  is  not  intended  as  official,  I  hope  you  ' 
will  excuse  me  for  requesting  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  the 
reserve  forces  and  of  the  conscript  service  in  this  State  as  reported  to 
the  late  Secretary  of  War  in  communications  of  the  15th  and  17th  of 
December  last.    To  render  the  reserve  forces  efficient  the  change  in 
officering  them  is  indispensable.    To  correct  abuses,  if  not  actual 
corruption,  in  the  conscript  service,  and  to  infuse  enei^  and  effi-  [ 
ciency  into  the  system,  there  must  be  a  change  in  what  I  consider  its  j 
present  oi^anizatlon.    If  tUe  general  of  the  reserves  in  each  State  is  ! 
held  responsible  for  the  conscript  service  in  his  State,  he  should  oei^ 
tainly  have  full  authority  to  change  and  remove  officers  from  positions  ! 
for  which  he  found  they  were  incapacitated,  or  in  which  he  believed 
they  were  acting  improperly,  if  not  corrupt^.   The  tone  of  pablie 
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feeling  in  this  State  is  most  lamentably  despondent.  The  old  Unionists 
and  reconstruction  ist«  (mostly  of  the  Douglas  faction)  have  seized  on 
late  reverses  and  been  most  active  in  charging  them  all  on  the  President 
as  their  author,  in  having  removed  General  Johnston.  The  strolling, 
scattered,  undisciplined,  disozganized  condition  and  consequent  law- 
less conduct  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee  in  passing  through  the  State 
has  unfortunately  added  much  to  the  success  of  disloyal  efforts  to 
increase  despondency,  spread  discontent,  and  oi^nize  opposition  to 
the  Government  and  to  the  continuance  of  the  war.    Deserters  and 
stragglers  by  the  hundreds  are  now  scattered  broadcast  throughout  this 
State,  and  such  is  the  state  of  public  sentiment  that  in  half  the  counties 
in  the  State  they  can  remain  with  impunity.    It  is  my  opinion  that 
life  and  eflBcieney  infused  into  the  reserve  forces  by  giving  to  them 
capable  ofiBcers,  and  energy,  impartiality,  and  strict  integrity  imparted 
to  and  exacted  of  every  one  engaged  in  the  conscript  service,  will  go 
far  toward  correcting  the  evils  now  existing.    I  do  not  know  wlut 
authority,  if  any,  I  have  in  the  removal  and  changing  of  officers 
engaged  in  conscripting.    I  have  sought  information  on  the  subject, 
but  none  has  been  given.    Had  I  the  power  I  should  deem  it  my  duty 
to  exercise  it  promptly  in  several  oases.    Under  existing  circumstances 
I  should  deem  it  advisable  to  change  even  the  commandant  of  con- 
scripts for  the  State,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lockhart,  and  replace  him 
with  some  Alabama  officer  of  known  experience  and  established 
integrity,  who  would  have  a  home  influence  to  sustain  him.  Col. 
diaries  Forsyth,  of  the  Third  Alabama  Regiment,  now  of  the  Army  of 
Virginia,  has  the  qualifications  for  the  position,  and  would,  besides, 
bo  sustained  by  a  political  influence  once  of  controlling  power  over 
those  who  are  now  busy  in  disseminating  disloyal  sentiments.  There 
is  something  wrong  in  the  working  of  the  conscript  system  in  this 
State.    The  feeling  of  our  best  and  most  intelligent  citizens  in  this 
county  and  in  the  majority  of  the  counties  of  the  State  is  that  there 
is  neither  the  proper  enei^  nor  fair  dealing.   I  have  endeavored  to 
sift  the  matter  time  and  again,  and  although  entirely  unsuccessful  in 
developing  corruption,  yet  the  surroundings  would  render  full  con- 
fidence impossible.    This  suggested  to  me  the  propriety  of  regular 
and  frequent  changes.    New  brooms  are  said  to  sweep  clean,  and  I 
know  new  enrolling  officers  manifest  most  energy. 

Please  excuse  my  writing  so  much,  and  when  your  leisure  permits, 
write  me  as  to  the  authority  I  am  expected  to  exercise  in  the  matters 
referred  to,  and  whether,  without  detriment  to  the  service.  Col.  C. 
Forsyth  can  be  ordered  to  report  to  me  for  assignment  to  duty  as 
suggested. 

I  am,  general,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  WITIIERS. 

[First  IndoneuMDt.] 

February  22,  1866. 

Assistant  Secbetaby  of  War: 

Please  note  remarks  of  General  W[ithez8]  in  regard  to  changing 
officers,  Ae.f  and  inform  mQ  of  the  rule  under  existing  laws  and 
orders. 

J.  C.  B., 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Second  indaraemeiit.] 

Under  the  existing  laws  the  commander  of  reserves  has  no  power  to 
make  any  changes  in  officers — none  whatever.   (The  act  of  Congress 


Digitized  by 


1066 


COBBESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


of  17th  of  February,  1864.)  The  cdmpaniea  and  regiments  compoeed 
of  reserves  are  to  be  organized  under  regulations  to  be  made  by  the 
President,  and  have  the  right  to  elect  their  own  officers.  Officers  in 
the  conscription  service  tae  appointed  by  the  President.  The  officers 
proTided  for  by  the  lav  are  commandants  of  conscripts  and  drill- 
masters.  AU  other  officers  are  assigned  for  duty  to  the  regiments, 
and  are  ^nerally  disabled  as  snpemnmerary  officers.  When  snch 
officers  are  assigned  generally  to  commander  of  reserves  he  can  assign 
them  to  duty.  The  commanders  of  conscripts  are  apiK>inted  by  the 
Department  npon  the  recommendation  of  the  Burean. 

[J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secrdajy  of  War.'\ 

[Third  iDdoiMBMit.] 

Febbuabt  28,  1865. 

Assistant  Secretabt  op  War: 

Under  present  regulations  and  orders  I  am  not  informed  whether 
the  commandant  of  reserves  has  the  power  to  make  changes  In  the 
officers  of  the  conscription  service  in  his  State.  Please  consider  this 
point  ^sa 

J.  C.  B., 
Secretary  of  War. 

[Voarth  Indnwnmt.] 

Secretabt  of  Wab: 

Colonel  Lockhart  has  the  character,  and  no  doubt  properly,  of  being 
an  efficient  and  capable  officer.  Colonel  ForsyUi  has  a  command  in  the 
Army,  and  it  would  not  be  consistent  with  the  usage  to  transfer  him 
to  conscription  service.  My  own  opinion  is,  and  it  is  corroborated 
by  that  of  others,  that  he  has  not  ability  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
commanded'  of  conscripts.  He  is  quite  a  young  man,  of  no  large 
experience  in  the  management  of  business,  and  has  not  that  knowledge 
of  law  and  of  the  orders  and  regulations  of  the  conscription  business 
that  is  required. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
AaaistarU  Secretary  of  War, 


Gbnebal  Orders,  }       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  4.  )  Richmond,  February  8,  1866. 

I.  Commanders  of  armies,  departments,  or  districts  will  enforce  the 
following  act  of  Congress  in  all  sections  in  which  the  enemy  may  be 
advancing.  They  will  hold  subordinate  officers  charged  with  the  duty 
of  carrying  out  its  provisions  responsible  for  its  proper  execution : 

an  act  to  ngnlale  the  deetmottoo  of  property  nndw  mlUtAry  necoul^,  and  to  provide  fer  the 

Indemmlqr  Uiereof. 

Section  1.  The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enaet.  That 
the  militarr  anthoritiefl  of  the  Confederate  Army  are  hereby  antiiorized  and 
directed  to  destroy  cotton,  tobacco,  military  and  naval  stores,  or  other  property 
of  any  kind  whatever,  which  may  aid  the  enemy  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war, 
when  necessary  to  prevent  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  from  failing  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy. 

•  •••»•♦ 

Approved  March  17, 186S. 
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n.  Officeis  will  be  calm  and  consideiate  in  the  performance  of  the 
daty  enjoined  by  these  orders.  They  will  not  be  justified  in  the 
destruction  of  property  unless  the  necessity  therefor  be  reasonably 
established. 

ni.  As  far  as  practicable  notice  of  the  approach  of  danger  should 
be  given  owners  of  property,  and  every  precaution  for  ite  removal 
that  circumstances  will  permit  should  be  taken. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
AdjiUant  and  Inspector  General. 


Glen  Allen,  Henrico,  February  5,  J866. 

[President  Davis:] 

My  Deak  Sib:  Impelled  by  the  perils  of  our  country  and  the  thou- 
sand conflicting  theories  as  to  the  cause  and  cure  to  continually  have 
these  things  before  me,  I  have  been  amazed  to  see  that  no  one  thus  far 
has  conceived,  or  if  conceived  had  the  boldness  to  present,  in  my  judg- 
ment, the  only  s<dution  of  aU  these  perils  and  difficulties.  I  address  you 
because  you  have  alseady  taken  a  long  stride  in  the  right  direction, 
and  because  I  believe  your  mind  has  already  reached  the  true  solu- 
tion, but  owing  to  peculiar  circumstances  has  hesitated  to  enunciate 
it.    The  history  of  this  war  demonstrates  the  wonderful  fact  that  the 
Confederate  States  mainly  suteists  both  of  the  immense  armies  engaged 
in  the  conflict,  and  actually,  after  furnishing  all  the  soldiers  to  one 
army,  contributes  about  one-half  of  those  making  the  army  of  its 
ei^pmies,  and  should  the  war  continue  for  another  year  the  South  will 
probably  furnish  two-thirds  of  the  army  of  her  foes.   These  facts, 
which  cannot  be  controverted,  show  certainly  anything  but  weakness 
or  inferiorily  on  the  part  of  the  South;  but  it  does  show  that  a  change 
of  policy  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  the  war,  cuid  that  a  radical  one, 
must  be  adopted  or  we  shall  be  destroyed.   Let  us  look  at  a  few  facts : 
The  Yankees  have  now  in  their  service  200,000  of  our  ex-slaves,  and 
under  their  next  draft  will  probably  have  half  as  many  more.  We 
have  not  one  soldier  from  that  source  in  our  ranks.    It  is  held  by  ns 
that  slaves  will  not  make  soldiers,  therefore  we  refuse  to  put  them  in 
the  service,  and  I  think  are  correct  in  so  doing;  but  while  we  thus 
think  and  thus  act  our  enemies  are  creating,  in  addition  to  their 
white  force  (which  we  have  found  to  our  cost  in  the  last  year  to  be 
quite  as  lai^  as  we  could  manage),  an  auxiliary  army  of  our  own 
escaped  slaves  of  300,000  or  ^,000  men.    Now,  however  we  may 
decry  the  negro  as  a  soldier,  every  one  knows  that  if  the  white  troo{« 
of  the  Yankees  are  numerons  enough  to  hold  all  oura  in  check,  then 
this  negro  army  can  at  will  ravage  and  destroy  our  whole  country, 
and  we  will  be  absolutely  conquered  by  our  own  slaves.   We  allege 
that  slaves  will  not  fight  in  our  armies.   Escaped  slaves  fight  uid 
fight  bravely  for  our  enemies;  therefore  a  freed  slave  will  fight.   If  at 
the  beginning  of  this  war  all  our  negroes  had  been  free  does  any  one 
l>elieve  the  Yankees  would  have  been  able  to  recruit  an  army  amongst 
1>hem  ?   Does  any  one  know  of  a  solitary  free  negro  escaping  to  them 
and  joining  their  Army?   If  our  slaves  were  now  to  be  freed  would 
t^he  Yankees  be  able  to  raise  another  recruit  amongst  them  ?  If  freedom 
and  amnesty  were  declared  in  favor  of  those  already  in  the  Yankee 
lines  would  they  not  ^most  to  a  man  desert  to  their  old  homes? 
WoHld  not  onr  freed  negroes  make  ns  as  good  soldiers  as  they  make 
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for  our  enemies?  Again,  suppose  we  free  a  portion  of  onr  slaves  and 
put  them  in  the  Army,  we  leave  all  the  rest  as  a  recruiting  field  for 
the  enemy,  from  which  we  cannot  get  a  single  soldier,  and  thus  we 
see  one-half  of  our  entire  population  of  no  avail  to  us,  but  on  the  con- 
trary ready  at  eveiy  opportunity  to  join  the  ranks  of  our  enemies. 

Now,  sir,  Southern  soldiers  are  the  best  that  ever  drew  a  blade  in 
the  cause  of  liberty,  but  there  are  some  things  which  the}'  cannot  do; 
they  cannot  fight  our  battles  against  overwhelming  numbers,  and 
raise  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  Army  and  the  women  and  children 
at  home;  and  yet,  sir,  this  is  what  they  will  be  called  upon  to  do  if 
this  war  is  protracted  for  two  years  longer.    I  ask,  sir,  then,  in  view 
of  these  facts,  if  the  prompt  abolition  of  slavery  will  not  prove  a 
remedy  sufficient  to  arrest  this  tide  of  disfwter?   The  Yankee  Army 
»   will  be  diminished  by  it,  our  own  Army  can  be  increased  by  it,  and 
our  labor  retained  by  it.  Without  it,  if  the  war  continues,  we  shall  in 
the  end  be  subjugated,  our  negroes  emancipated,  our  lands  parceled 
out  amongst  them,  and  if  any  of  it  be  left  to  us,  only  an  equal  portion 
with  our  own  negroes,  and  ourselves  given  only  equal  (if  any)  social 
and  political  rights  and  privileges.    If  we  emancipate,  our  indepeud- 
ence  is  secured,  the  white  man  only  will  have  any  and  all  political 
rights,  retain  all  his  real  and  personal  property,  exclusive  of  his  prop- 
erty in  his  slave;  make  the  laws  to  control  the  freed  negro,  who, 
having  no  land,  must  labor  for  the  landowner,  and  being  an  adequate 
supply  of  labor  must  work  for  the  landowner  on  terms  about  as 
economical  as  though  owned  by  him.    We  cannot  consent  to  recon- 
struction even  if  they  repeal  all  their  laws  and  withdraw  all  their 
proclamations  in  regard  to  us,  our  lands,  and  our  negroes,  because 
they  now  have,  or  at  any  session  of  their  Congress  can  make,  the 
necessary  number  of  States  to  alter  the  Constitution  in  a  constitu- 
tional manner,  and  thus  abolish  slavery  and  interfere  in  any  other 
way  they  think  proper.    But  even  if  the  present  Administration  should 
pledge  anything  we  may  ask,  it  binds  no  one  but  themselves  daring 
their  own  term  of  service,  which  you  of  course  understand  better  than 
I  do;  and  suppose  they  should  even  promise,  and  stand  by  their 
promise,  to  pay  us  for  our  negroes,  lost  or  to  be  emancipated,  how 
will  they  pay  us?   They  cannot? by  direct  taxation,  but  only  in  levy- 
ing an  exxrort  duty  on  our  products — cotton ,  tobacco,  and  naval  stores ; 
and  this  war  has  shown  them  and  the  world,  if  not  us.  how  much  they 
will  bear,  cotton  commanding  $1  per  pound,  tobacco  $3,  tar  $200  per 
barrel,  &c.    To  pay  their  war  debt  and  free  our  negroes  would  make  a 
debt  of  $6,000,000,000  or  probably  $8,000,000,000,  the  interest  of  which 
at  5  per  cent,  would  take  $400,000,000  of  revenue  to  pay,  and  to  raise 
something  additional  to  extinguish  the  principal  would  require  an 
additional  $100,000,000.   Thus  yon  see  an  export  duty  to  this  extent 
would  be  levied  and  could  easily  be  raised  upon  our  own  products; 
20«  cents  upon  cotton,  which  would  make  the  price  about  32  or  33 
cents  the  world  would  pay,  because  they  must  have  it  and  have 
bought  it  for  much  more,  would  bring  an  anniial  income  of  about 
$400,000,000  without  counting  the  duty  on  tobacco  and  naval  stores; 
but  even  with  this  most  favorable  view  of  the  case,  we  should  lose  the 
whole  of  our  own  war  debt,  which  is  or  will  be,  say,  $2,000,000,000. 
Of  course  this  would  be  repudiated,  and  justly,  by  our  enemies  if  we 
consent  to  reconstruction;  whereas  if  we  emancipate  we  save  the 
$2,000,000,000,  and  we  can  pay  for  the  negroes  $4,000,000,000  more, 
and  the  export  duty  on  cotton  alone  (which  we  should  have  levied  if 
we  go  back  into  the  Union)  will  pay  the  interest  upon  this  at  5  per 
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cent.,  and  leave  $100,000,000  as  a  sinking  fund  to  extinguish  the 
principal  in  some  thirty  or  forty  years,  and  the  slave-owner  have  all 
his  labor  on  his  farm  that  he  had  before  (for,  having  no  home  and  no 
property  to  buy  one  with,  he  mast  live  vith  and  work  for  his  old 
owner  for  such  wages  as  said  owner  may  choose  to  give,  to  be  regu- 
lated by  law  hereafter  as  may  suit  the  coange  of  relation). 

And  this  $6,000,000,000  is  not  a  debt  we  tax  ourselves  to  pay,  but 
the  world  pays  it.    The  speculator  who  buys  the  cotton  and  pays 
the  duty  makes  the  manufacturer  pay  him  his  10  or  15  per  cent, 
net  profit  on  his  gross  outlay;  the  manufacturer  makes  the  merchant 
pay  him  his  10  or  15  per  cent,  on  his  gross  outlay;  the  merchant 
charges  the  retail  dealer  his  10  or  15  per  cent,  on  his  gross  outlay, 
and  so  on  till  the  shirt  is  made,  and  he  who  wears  it  out  pays  the  duty 
and  all  the  different  percentages  upon  it.    Thus  we  will  pay  to  the 
extent  of  our  consumption  of  the  exported  article  when  manufactured 
and  returned  to  us — a  mere  nothing  when  compared  to  the  immense 
gratuity,  96,000,000,000,  which  the  world  makes  to  us,  and  which 
they  so  justly  should  be  made  to  hand  over  to  us  for  the  cold-blooded, 
heartless  indiflference  with  which  they  have  contemplated  the  bloody, 
inhuman,  barbarous,  and  apparently  hopeless  contest  in  which  we 
have  been  engaged,  and  which  they  at  any  moment  could  have  arrested 
by  a  word.    By  emancipation  I  think  we  would  not  only  render  our 
triumph  secure,  as  I  have  attempted  to  prove,  in  and  of  itself,  but  in 
all  future  time  the  negro,  in  place  of  being  useless  in  time  of  war  as 
A  soldier,  and  really  dangerous,  as  we  have  seen  to  our  cost,  continues 
to  be  an  element  of  strength ;  and  I  think  we  may  reasonably  hope 
that  the  nations  of  the  earth  would  no  longer  be  unwilling  to  recog- 
nize us,  for  sUrely  no  people  ever  before  struggled  so  long  and  under 
.so  many  difficulties  and  endured  so  many  privations  so  uncomplain- 
ingly as  we  have  without  finding  some  friendly  hand  outstretched  to 
encourage  or  to  help;  and  th^  can  be  no  other  reason  than  that  we 
are  exclusively  and  peculiarly  a  nation  of  slave-holders.  I  think  that 
even  amongst  our  enemies  numbers  would  be  added  to  those  who  are 
already  willing  to  let  us  go  in  peace,  for  we  should  thus  give  the  lie 
at  once  and  forever  to  the  charge  that  we  are  waging  a  war  only  for 
negro  slavery,  and  the  heart  of  every  honest  lover  of  human  liberty 
throughout  tlie  world  would  sympathize  with  the  men  who  for  their 
cherished  rights  of  freemen  would  wage  such  an  unequal  contest  as 
we  have  waged,  and  besides  sacrificing  all  their  earnest  convictions  as 
to  the  humanity  and  righteousness  of  slavery,  were  willing  to  sacrifice 
their  property  interest  of  $4,000,000,000  to  secure  their  independence, 
which  might  all  be  saved,  so  far  as  the  promises  of  our  enemies  are 
concerned,  by  reconstruction.   In  my  judgment  the  only  question  for 
us  to  decide  is  whether  we  shall  gain  our  independence  by  freeing  the 
negro,  we  retaining  all  the  power  to  regulate  them  by  law  when  so 
freed,  or  permit  our  enemies  through  our  own  slaves  to  compel  us  to 
submit  to  emancipation  with  equal  or  superior  political  rights  for  our 
negroes,  and  partial  or  complete  confiscation  of  our  property  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  negro.    And,  sir,  if  the  war  continues  as  it  is 
now  waged,  and  we  are  forced,  by  the  overwhelming  odds  of  the 
Yankees  and  our  own  slaves  in  arms  against  us,  into  submission,  it 
would  bo  but  an  act  of  simple  justice  for  the  Yankee  Government  to 
see  to  it  that  their  negro  allies  are  at  least  as  well  provided  for  in  the 
way  of  homes  as  those  who  have  been  arrayed  in  arms  against  them. 
I  hAve  always  believed,  and  still  believe,  that  slavery  is  an  institution 
siAnctioned,  if  not  established,  by  the  Almighty,  and  the  most  humane 
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and  beDeflcial  relation  that  can  exist  between  labor  and  capital;  still 
I  think  that  this  contest  has  proven  that  in  a  military  sense  it  is  an 
element  of  weakness,  and  the  teachings  of  Providence  as  exhibited  in  i 
this  war  dictate  conclusively  and  imperatively  that  to  secnie  and  ! 
perpetuate  our  independence  we  must  emancipate  the  n^ro. 

P.  S. — We  should  then  get  rid  of  the  only  impediment  in  the  way 
of  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  thos  getting  30,000  or  40,000  more  men 
in  the  field. 

I  have  given  you  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  only  solution  to  our  difft- 
culties.  How  to  effect  this  is  a  serious  difficulty.  Men  are  relactant — 
in  fact  it  might  be  imprudeut  to  discuss  this  thing  pnbUcly,  but  we 
know  that  in  great  crises  men  think  and  act  rapidly,  or  at  least  should 
do  so.  If  Congress  could  be  convinced  of  the  correctness  of  this 
course  they  could,  in  convention  with  the  Governors  of  the  States, 
devise  some  method  by  which  conventions  of  the  States  could  be  held 
and  the  necessary  measures  adopted;  first  by  law  of  Congress,  if 
necessary,  provide  for  paying  the  owners  for  them.  I  have  not 
found  a  single  slave-holder  with  whom  I  have  conversed  but  is  willing 
to  snbmit  to  the  measure  if  deemed  necessary  by  the  pnqper  authori- 
ties. Indeed,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  Congress  as  a  military 
necessity  to  impress  all  of  the  able-bodied  male  n^roes  and  pay  for 
them,  giving  them  their  freedom,  and  providing  for  paying  for  the 
rest  upon  the  condition  of  manumission,  bat  the  other  course  would 
be  least  objectionable.  We  burn  an  individual's  cotton,  com,  or 
meat  to  keep  it  from  the  enemy,  so  we  can  take  his  negro  man  and 
set  him  free  to  keep  him  from  recruiting  the  enemy's  Army. 

I  have  written  you  this  much  hoping  it  may  aid  you  in  some  way. 
I  have  shown  what  I  have  written  to  no  one,  nor  communicated  my 
intentions  to  any  one.  If  you  think  what  I  have  written  worth  any- 
thing, make  what  use  of  it  you  choose.  If  not,  just  stick  it  between 
the  bars  of  your  grate.  What  I  have  written  is  with  an  honest 
endeavor  to  aid  you  in  guiding  our  ship  through  the  perils  and  dark- 
ness which  surround  her,  and  from  no  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  or 
distrust  as  to  yourself,  for  you  have  all  my  sympathies  and  all  of  my 
tmst  and  confidence. 

With  difidence  and  the  warmest  admiration  and  respect,  I  remain 
yonr  friend. 


I  opened  the  envelope  to  say  that  my  communication  was  written 
before  I  heard  of  the  return  of  our  commissioners,  and  that  I  am 
more  than  sustained  by  their  report  and  the  action  of  the  Yankee 
Congress  on  the  slavery  question,  and  now  we  have  only  to  decide  on 
or  between  emancipation  for  our  independence  or  subjugation  and 
emancipation,  coapled  with  negro  equality  or  superiority,  as  our  ene- 
mies may  elect. 


Bespectfully  referred,  by  direction  of  the  President,  to  the  Honor- 
able Secretary  of  War. 


J.  H.  STRINGFELLOW. 


J.  H.  S. 


[Indonement.] 


BURTON  N.  HARRISON, 

iVtuate  Secretary. 
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BlTBEAU  OF  OKDNANOB, 

Bichmond,  F^yruary  P,  1866. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sm:  In  reply  to  your  circular  of  7th  of  February,  received  yester- 
day, I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  "annual  report"  marked 
No.  1,*  "special  report"  of  December  31, 1864,  No.  2,f  and  "report  of 
operations — ^whites  and  slaves  needed,"  No.  3.|  No.  2  contains  all 
the  information  as  to  the  "ability"  and  "means  and  resoarces"  of 
the  Buiean.  As  to  "impediments,"  I  know  of  none  which  I  cannot 
overcome,  except  the  persistent  and  continuous  interference  with  our 
workmen  on  account  of  military  operations.  If  this  source  of  dis- 
organization and  weakness  be  not  finally  disposed  of  there  is  no  pos- 
sibility of  sustaining  the  operations  of  the  Bureau. 

The  "special  report"  of  December  31,  No.  2,  shows  that  800  men 
must  be  added  to  our  force  of  mechanics  at  the  armories,  and  report 
No.  3  shows  that  about  3,691  men  liable  to  military  duty,  and  about 
2,245  slaves,  are  required  for  the  whole  operations  of  the  Bureau. 
These  are  minimum  figures.  If  these  men  and  slaves  can  be  perma- 
nently attached  to  this  Bureau,  and  an  adequate  force  be  attached  in 
the  same  manner  to  the  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau,  I  will  answer  for 
the  supply  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  to  the  Army.  It  will, 
however,  be  necessary  that  the  Commissary  and  Quartermaster's 
Departmente  co-operato  in  so  far  as  the  feeding  and  clothing  of  this 
force  is  concerned.  This  is  rendered  necessary  because  these  depart- 
ments enjoy  almost  a  monopoly  of  the  resources  for  food  and  cloth- 
ing in  the  country. 

There  is  wanted,  therefore,  for  home  productions,  first,  a  force  of 
workmen  adequate  to  the  production  of  a  minimum  supply  of  ord- 
nance and  ordnance  stores  for  the  Army.  This  force  is  shown  in 
paper  No.  3.  Second.  That  this  force  should  be  permanently 
attached  to  the  Bnreau  and  in  no  way  liable  to  be  interfered  with  by 
any  one.  Third.  That  a  minimum  supply  of  food  and  clothing  should 
be  furnished  by  the  Subsistence  and  Quartermaster's  Departments. 

The  * '  impediments  "  to  the  importation  of  such  supplies  as  must  still 
come  from  abroad  must  be  overcome  as  they  anse  by  individnal 
energy  and  resource. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GORGAS, 

Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Ordnance. 

P.  S. — The  "impediment"  arising  from  want  of  money  is  so  over- 
shadowing that  I  have  presumed  that  to  be  removed  to  begin  with.  _i 

J.  G. 


Bureau  of  Foreign  Supplies, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  Fehrmry  9, 1866. 
General  JOHN  C.  BrkCKXNRIDQE, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Gbnbral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
circular  of  the  7th  instant  asking  for  a  "  succinct  and  clear  statement 
>f  the  means  and  resources  on  hand  for  carrying  on  the  business  of 

*See  October  13, 1864,  p.  738.    f  See  p.  986.     ^See  February  3,1865,  p.  1054. 
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my  Bureau,  and  what  impedimente  exist  and  what  is  necessary  for 
snocess." 

Under  the  orders  of  the  War  Department  I  have  been  charged  with 
the  purchase,  repairing,  compressing,  and  shipment  of  cotton  for  the  i 
Government,  the  proceeds  of  said  shipment  passing  into  the  Treasury 
and  subject  to  requisitions  of  the  several  bureaus  and  departments 
of  the  Government;  with  the  purchase  and  receipt  of  foreign  supplies, 
to  be  paid  for  in  cotton;  and,  incidentally,  with  most  of  the  foreign 
correspondence  of  the  War  Department.  The  cotton  on  hand,  and 
that  which  may  be  purchased  with  $15,000,000  estimated  and  asked 
for  through  the  Secretary  of  War,  together  with  the  usual  transfers 
from  the  Treasury  Department,  and,  if  required,  that  to  be  procured 
by  requisition  through  the  several  bureaus  of  the  War  Department, 
will  be  sufficient  to  make  all  purchases  of  supplies  for  the  War 
Department  and  shipments  for  the  Treasury  Department  through 
blockaded  ports. 

The  fall  of  Fort  Fisher  and  the  loss  of  Wilmington  as  a  port  will 
diminish  the  receipt  of  supplies  and  ^ipment  of  cotton  through  the 
blockaded  ports.  The  quantity  of  these  supplies  and  shipments  can- 
not be  approximated,  because  it  will  depend  upon  the  number  of  ports 
held  by  us  and  the  effectiveness  of  the  blockade.  The  Secretary  of 
War  has,  upon  my  application,  directed  the  removal  of  the  Engineer 
Bureau  to  Georgetown,  S.  C,  to  see  if  it  can  be  so  protect-ed  with 
guns  and  works  as  to  secure  the  safety  of  vessels  entering  and  depart- 
ing. The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  directed  his  oflScers  to  render  aid 
in  protecting  vessels  coming  into  Saint  Mark's,  Fla.  The  matter  is  of 
such  importance  now,  I  think,  as  to  justify  the  Department  in  assign- 
ing a  good  engineer  officer  to  the  special  duty  of  examining  what 
other  ports  or  inlets  may  be  made  available,  with  power  imm^iat«ly 
to  provide  whatever  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  vessels  entering 
them. 

The  introduction  of  supplies  and  providing  vessels  with  cotton  at 
such  ports  and  inlets  remote  from  railroads  will  require  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  in  furnishing  trans- 
portation. With  protection  to  the  vessels,  and  transportation  to 
provide  cotton  and  remove  supplies,  these  ports  and  inlets  will  be 
availed  of  to  the  utmost  extent,  and  will,  I  trust,  insure  considerable 
success. 

Within  the  last  few  months  the  question  has  been  much  discussed 
whether  cotton  should  be  used  across  the  enemy's  lines  to  procure 
through  those  lines  coin  for  the  Treasury  and  supplies  for  the  Army. 
The  question  being  settled  affirmatively,  John  S.  Wallis,  esq.,  was 
placed  on  the  general  duty  within  the  department  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Taylor,  purchasing  all  necessary  supplies,  to  be  paid  for  in 
cotton,  and  delivering  the  same  to  the  officers  of  the  various  bureaus 
for  distribution.  Intimations  have  been  recently  given  of  the  early 
delivery  of  large  supplies  of  meat,  shoes,  blankets,  &c.,  along  the 
Atlantic  coast  and  in  Alabama  from  Pensacola.  I  think  the  trade 
should  be  limited  to  supplies  indispensable  to  the  Army.  In  close 
connection  with  the  sale  of  cotton  for  supplies  the  Honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  selling  for  coin,  and  there  is  entire  accord  and 
co-operation  between  the  War  and  Treasury  Departments  in  these 
transactions.  The  cotton  required  for  purchase  of  supplies  can  be 
provided  from  the  sources  already  named. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  unless  the  trade  across  the 
enemy's  lines  is  prohibited  I  think  all  general  supplies,  such  as  meat, 
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shoes,  blankets,  &e.,  can  be  obtained.  Articles  specifically  contra- 
band under  Federal  Treasury  Regulations  will  have  either  to  be 
smuggled  in  through  this  trade  or  introduced  by  extraordinary 
inducements  along  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  Coasts.  Arrangements  are 
already  in  progress  to  secure  lead,  saltpeter,  sheet  copper,  leather, 
&c.,  along  the  Florida  coast. 

In  view  of  these  facts  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  proper 
guns  and  works  be  placed  at  Georgetown,  S.  C,  at  the  month  of  the 
Santee  River,  and  at  Saint  Mark's  and  Apalachicola,  Fla. ;  that  an 
engineer  officer  be  designated  to  examine  upper  inlets  or  places  on 
the  coast  where  vessels  may  enter,  and  to  provide  protection  for  them; 
that  the  Quartermaster-General  be  instructed  to  direct  his  officera  to 
furnish  transportation  for  cotton  and  supplies  when  called  upon  by 
the  agents  of  this  Bureau. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TIIOS.  L.  BAYNE, 

lAeiUemint-  Colonel. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Richmcmd,  Fa.,  February  9,  1S6S. 

Hon.  John  C.  Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond^  Va.: 
Snt:  In  reply  to  the  circular  of  the  7th  instant  from  your  ofHce  I 
hAve  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report: 

By  recent  instmctions  the  superintendent  of  conscription  has  (on 
authority  of  the  War  Department)  directed  that  all  disabled  men 
detailed  from  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  should  be  returned  for 
such  duty  as  they  may  be  able  to  i>erform  in  the  field. 

Objections  cannot  reasonably  be  made  to  this,  provided  the  men 
not  found  equal  to  any  duty  in  the  field  be  returned  to  the  same 
hospital  from  which  they  have  been  taken.  But  by  Circular  No.  35, 
of  December  2,  1864,  from  the  Bureau  of  Conscription,  generals  of 
reserves  are  directed  (on  the  authority  of  the  War  Department)  to 
org"anize  for  certain  local  service  "all  men  found  for  light  duty  and 
not  otherwise  assigned  and  actually  employed,"  which  deprives  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  opportunity  to  replace  with  conscripts 
found  for  light  duty  the  detailed  men  relieved  from  duty  in  the 
jnaTiner  above  stated,  or  to  fill  the  requirements  arising  from  time  to 
time  for  hospital  attendants.  The  hospitals  cannot  be  properly  con- 
ducted without  a  liberal  allowance  of  white  attendants,  and  it  is 
recommended  that  Circular  No.  35,  of  1864,  from  the  Bureau  of 
Conscription  be  modified  so  as  to  i)ermit  either  conscripts  found  for 
lig-lit  duty,  or  reserves  over  forty-five  years  of  age,  to  be  assigned  as 
iiospital  attendants. 

Under  the  autiiority  of  law  embodied  in  General  Orders,  No.  69,  of 
1863,  and  No.  25,  of  1864,  soldiers  sick  or  wounded,  and  Kkefy  to 
remain  unfit  for  military  doty  for  sixty  days,  are  furloughed. 

Jt  is,  undoubtedly  humane  to  furlough  these  men,  but  the  practice 
is  wholly  inconsistent  with  preserving  and  maintaining  an  army. 
Many  of  the  men  are  lost  sight  of  and  never  return.  It  is  recom- 
mended that  the  law  be  repealed.  Furloughs  should  only  be  anthor- 
izedl  by  ordera  to  be  granted  as  circumstances  may  deaumd. 
68  R  R— series  IV,  vol.  Til 
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Foreseeing  tlie  many  and  great  difficalties  to  be  encountered  in 
procuring  medical  supplies  from  foreign  countries  through  the  block- 
ade, attention  was  given  at  an  early  day  to  the  establishment  of 
medical  laboratories,  and  the  manufacture  of  medicines  at  Lincolnton, 
N.  C,y  Charlotte,  H.  C.,  Columbia,  S.  C,  Macon  and  Atlanta,  Ga., 
and  Mobile  and  Montgomery,  Ala.  While  these  laboratories  have 
be»en  engaged  more  especially  in  the  manufacture  of  medicines  here- 
tofore nnlversally  procured  from  abroad,  great  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  manufacture  of  indigenous  remedies  which  are  now 
administered  by  medical  officers  in  lieu  of  medicines  of  foreign  origin 
with  favorable  results. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  department  was  compelled  to 
depend  entirely  upon  purchasing  agents  and  contracts  awarded  to 
individuals  for  a  supply  of  hospital  furniture,  bedding,  &c.,  and 
wliich  contracts  in  a  majority  of  cases  were  never  filled.  It  was  then 
determined  to  assume  direct  control  of  the  manufacture  of  these 
articles,  and  artisans  were  detailed  from  the  ranks  of  the  Army  and 
when  practicable  disabled  soldiers  were  employed. 

These  employes  of  the  laboratories,  purveying  depots,  and  distil- 
leries are  in  a  great  measure  expert  chemists,  druggists,  and  distillers, 
and  men  of  professional  skill,  whose  services  are  absolutely  indispen- 
sable for  the  manufacture  of  medicines,  hospital  furniture,  and  alco- 
holic stimulants.  It  Is  therefore  hoped  that  the  Honorable  Secretary 
will  see  the  necessity  of  these  men  being  permanently  attached  to  the 
Medical  Department,  as  the  practice  of  constantly  changing  these 
employes  is  productive  of  delay  and  embarrassment  to  the  depart- 
ment. It  is  also  important  that  they  should  be  exempt  from  all  mil- 
itary duty,  for  if  called  out  in  an  emergency,  when  the  purveyor  is 
called  upon  to  fill  requisitions  for  the  wounded,  it  is  evident  that  suf- 
fering must  ensue  in  consequence  of  their  absence.  Medical  supplies 
can  only  be  put  up  by  skilled  druggists.  For  the  supply  of  alcoholic 
stimulants  the  department  has  been  until  recently  dependent  upon 
contracts  with  individuals.  It  was  ascertained  that  this  mode  of  sup- 
ply was  susceptible  of  gross  fraud,  for  although  expressly  forbidden 
by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the  contractors  not  only  manufactured 
an  excess  over  the  quantity  dialled  for  by  the  contract,  but  frequently 
manuffu^tured  so  indifferent  and  spurious  an  article  that  the  dejHtrt- 
ment  was  obliged  to  reject  it,  thus  leaving  large  quantities  of  nHiisky 
in  their  hands,  which  they  readily  disposed  of  at  prices  lai^ly  in 
advance  of  Grovemment  rates.  At  the  suggestion  of  this  Bureau. 
Congress  at  its  last  session  granted  authority  to  the  Surgeon-General 
to  establish  distilleries  for  the  manufacture  of  alcoholic  stimulants. 
Accordingly  they  have  been  established  at  Salisbury,  N.  C,  Colum- 
bia, S.  C,  Macon,  Ga.,  and  in  Wilcox  County,  Ala.  The  distil- 
leries at  Salisbury  and  Columbia  are  manufacturing  from  200  to  500 
gallons  each  of  whisky  and  alcohol  per  day.  Those  at  Macon  and  in 
Wilcox  County,  Ala. ,  will  he  ready  to  commence  operations  in  two 
or  three  months,  when  all  contracts  for  stimulants  throughout  the 
country  will  be  canceled. 

A  htfge  portion  of  the  grain  consumed  by  these  distilleries  ia  ren- 
dered uselem  for  other  purposes,  being  damaged  in  transportation  or 
from  insecure  storage,  and  turned  over  by  the  quartermaster  to  this 
department.  Thousands  of  bushels  of  grain  are  thus  saved  to  the 
Government  and  made  available  for  army  purposes.  Arrangements 
have  been  perfected  with  the  Quartermaster's  Department  to  supply 
the  distillery  at  Salisbury  with  grain,  thus  avoiding  competition 
between  the  agents  of  the  two  departments  in  the  market.    It  is  con- 
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templated  to  make  similar  arrangements  with  the  Qnartermaster- 
G«iieral  to  snpply  the  distilleries  in  Oeoi^a  and  Alabama  so  soon  as 
they  are  ready  to  commence  operations,  and  it  is  recommended  that 
instroctions  be  given  that  officer  to  furnish  the  necessary  grain  when 
notified  by  the  Sn^eon-Gteneral  that  he  is  ready  to  receive  it. 

The  late  Secretary  of  War  gave  orders  to  the  Qnartermaster*s 
Department  to  fnmish  all  the  bureaus  of  the  War  Department  with 
cotton  goods  sufficient  to  supply  their  wants.  Estimates  were  accord- 
ingly forwarded  to  the  Quartermaster-General  by  this  Bureau,  but  as 
,  yet  not  a  yard  has  been  furnished,  and  there  seems  to  be  nc  probabil- 
ity of  obtaining  a  supply  from  this  source.  Arrangements  are  now 
being  perfected  with  a  company  in  South  Carolina  to  sell  to  the  Med- 
ical Department,  on  liberal  terms,  the  entire  product  of  their  factory. 

There  is  another  subject  of  great  importance  to  which  the  attention 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  is  earnestly  invited.  The  sick  and  wounded 
in  the  lai^  hospitals  in  and  about  the  city,  and  at  certain  other 
places,  are  now  subject  to  intense  suffering  in  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  to  furnish  faeL 

At  one  of  these  hospitals  (Chimborazo)  the  sni^on  in  charge  for 
two  years  furnished  his  own  wood,  during  which  time  there  was  an 
ample  supply.  The  quartermaster  declined  to  permit  this  arrange- 
ment to  continue,  and  each  winter  since  this  hospital  has  been  inade- 
quately  supplied. 

The  surgeon  in  charge  of  Jackson  Hospital  has  the  offer  of  a  con- 
!  tract  for  wood  to  be  supplied  the  hospital ;  the  quartermaster  refused 
!  to  make  the  contract,  stating  that  he  had  made  ample  provision. 

At  Winder  hospital  the  surgeon  in  charge  during  the  past  summer  or 
j  fall  offered,  if  he  was  provided  with  a  small  number  of  temns,  to  snx>- 
ply  his  own  fuel.    The  quartermaster  refused,  asserting  that  he 
ooold  supply  the  hospital  with  the  wood  required.    These  cases  are 
I  mentioned  to  show  that  the  fuel  could  have  been  provided. 
I     A  serious  difficulty  in  conducting  the  hospitals  arises  from  the 
I  failure  of  the  Commissary  Department  to  furnish  the  hospital  funds. 
I  Very  general  complaint  has  been  made  on  this  subject — one  of 
I  importance,  as  without  the  hospital  fund  it  is  impossible  to  supply 
i  the  sick  and  wounded  with  necessaiy  supplies.    The  hospitals  have 
also  been  embarrassed  by  the  non-payment  of  the  hospital  attendants 
by  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 

Attention  has  been  given  recently  to  the  importation  of  supplies 
through  our  lines  on  the  Mississippi  Kiver  and  the  Gulf  border  of 
Mississippi  and  Alabama.  Cotton  is  exchanged  for  medical  supplies, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  recent  disaster  at  Wilmington  it  is  believed 
that  this  trade  will  constitute  the  chief  source  of  supply.  This 
department  has  obtained  medicines  in  this  manner  through  the 
energy  of  Surg.  Richard  Potts,  who  has  had  exclusive  control  of 
the  importation  of  such  articles  as  are  most  needed,  until  recent 
OTders  from  the  AVar  Department,  taking  entire  control  of  transac- 
tions of  this  nature,  has  impaired  his  usefulness  and  put  a  stop  in  a 
measure  to  the  supply.  The  Honorable  Secretary's  attention  is  earn- 
estly invited  to  the  necessity  of  allowing  Surgeon  Potts  (located  at 
Montgomery,  Ala.)  ample  means  of  obtaining  medical  supplies  in 
the  manner  indicated. 

The  department  has  on  hand  of  some  articles  a  twelve-months' sup- 
ply, of  others  a  limited  supply,  but  if  allowed  to  retain  its  skilled 
employes  at  the  various  laboratories,  purveying  depots,  and  distiller- 
ies, and  to  import  medicines  freely  through  our  lines  in  Mississippi 
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and  Alabama,  no  fear  need  be  entertained  that  the  sick  and  wounded 
of  the  Army  will  suffer  for  the  want  of  any  of  the  essential  artioles 
of  the  supply  table. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


[February  !>,  latiS. — For  Northrop  to  Breckinridge,  in  response  lo 
circular  of  Fel)ruaiy  7  (p.  1064),  with  accompanying  documents  relat- 
ing to  tho  Subsistence  l)opartment,  soe  Series  I,  Vol.  XL VI,  Part  II, 
pp.  1211-132B.] 


Sir:  Your  communication  of  tho  28th  ultimo*  has  been  received,  in 
regard  to  what  you  are  pleased  to  term  *'  a  question  of  fact"  between 
yourself  and  me.  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection  to  your  proposed 
adherence  to  tho  strat«ments  made  in  your  former  communication.  I  i 
only  desire  to  be  admitted  [permitted?]  a  similar  privilege  of  adher-  I 
ing  to  my  own  allegations  in  regard  to  the  loss  of  the  Advance.  Nor 
do  I  Care  to  argue  the  "question  of  fact"  so  gravely  made  upon  me, 
involving  only  a  quibble  as  to  whether  coal  in  the  possession  of  my 
agent  wiis  in  my  iwssession.  The  distinction  between  that  kind  of 
possession  which  is  required  to  support  an  indictment  for  larceny  and 
that  required  to  sustain  an  action  of  trespass,  vi  et  armisy  might  be 
learnedly  descanted  upon  here,  but  as  yon  very  projrerly  observe  in 
reference  to  my  allusion  to  the  supposed  coal  on  board  the  Advance, 
it  would  be  "unnecessary  to  the  determination  of  the  single  quoHtion 
of  fact."  But  though  such  is  my  susceptibility  to  reason,  I  may  be 
induced  to  forego  an  argument  on  tho  question  of  the  possession  of 
my  agent  being  ray  possession.  I  confess  I  am  not  quite  ready  to 
admit  that  the  possession  of  A  B,  abstractly  considered,  is  not  tht; 
possession  of  A  li,  or  that  other  remarkable  proposition  tliat  the  legal 
a«d  undisputed  possession  of  an  article  affords  not  "the  slighte-st 
claim"  of  prox>erty.  And  yet  such  doctrine  I  understand  you  to 
advance  when  acknowledging  that  Power,  Low  <fc  Co.  were  part 
owners  of  the  steamer  Advance,  that  your  agents  took  1G9  tons  of 
coal  from  them,  you  yot  assert  "that  not  one  particle  of  coal  was 
taken  from  the  steamer  Advance,"  nor  one  pound  impressed,  to  which 
the  State  or  any  of  the  joint  owners  of  tiiat  steamer  had  the  slightest 
claim.  Now,  in  tho  name  of  Blackstone,  Coke,  and  all  the  lawyers  at 
once,  from  Moses  to  Captain  Pinkuey,  who  did  have  any  claim  to  that 
coal  ?   Who  was  its  owner? 

But  really,  my  dear  sir,  I  think  this  correspondence  had  better 
close,  and  leave  the  public  and  the  proper  committee  in  Congress  to 
determine  the  question  between  us.  If  the  taking  from  my  agent  of 
coals  collected  by  him  for  the  use  of  my  vessel  and  his  did  not  justify 
me  in  my  statements  to  the  Legislature,  then  I  am  content  they  should 


S.  P.  MOORE, 

Surgeon-General  C.  8.  Army. 


•See  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  U,  p.  U56. 
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say  80.  I  desire,  of  couree,  no  difficulty  with  the  Navy  Department  or 
any  other  branch  of  the  GrOTemment,  struggling  and  straining  as  they 
are  in  the  public  defense.  I  was  induced  more  particularly  to  make 
this  public  complaint  because  it  was  not  the  first  time  that  the  coals 
for  my  steamer  had  been  seized  by  the  Confederate  authorities  in 
Wilmington,  and  for  the  further  reason  that  from  the  first  I  met  with 
nothing  but  opposition  from  all  sides  in  my  efforts  to  clothe  the 
troops  of  North  Carolina.  I  mentioned  those  other  matters,  to  which 
you  allude  as  irrelevant,  to  the  present  question,  simply  because  I  con- 
sidered the  general  policy  of  my  message  on  this  head  as  assailed  by 
you,  and  as  I  have  assailed  the  policy  of  the  Government.  Now  that 
the  fall  of  the  defenses  of  the  Cape  Fear  and  the  closure  of  our  last 
port  have  given  a  melancholy  confirmation  to  my  strictures,  I  have 
no  more  to  say. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


Richmond,  Fehr^uiry  10,  1866. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  R.  Lawton, 

Quartermaster-General : 
General  :  By  authority  of  the  Governor  of  Alabama  I  have  con- 
tracted with  sundry  parties  to  import  army  stores,  payment  of  the 
same  to  l>e  made  in  cotton.  The  prices  fixed  in  said  contracts  vary 
but  little  from  prices  established  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
under  the  contract  system.  The  object  of  the  State  is  simply  to  aid 
and  assist  the  Confederate  States  in  obtaining  army  supplies,  and  as 
far  as  possible  clothe  the  troops  from  Alabama.  Tlie  only  obstacles 
to  the  successful  operation  of  the  plan  is  the  prohibition  on  the  ship- 
ment of  cotton.  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  request  the 
Honorable  Secretary  of  War  to  give  such  orders  as  will  permit  me  to 
ship  such  cotton  across  our  lines  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  for  army 
stores  received  under  contracts  with  the  State.  My  object  is  to  aid 
your  department,  and  I  will  regulate  the  issue  of  clothing  according 
to  the  regulations  of  the  Army,  giving  the  troops  from  Alabama  prefer- 
ence in  all  cases.  I  propose,  after  the  stores  are  delivered  to  me 
■within  our  lines,  to  transfer  them  to  your  department  at  cost  price,  to 
be  paid  either  in  cotton  or  gold,  or  Confederate  Treasury  notes,  or  I 
-will  make  tlie  issue  direct  to  the  troops,  upon  requisitions  properly 
approved,  and  1  will  hold  the  receipts  of  the  brigade  quartermasters 
as  a  claim  upon  the  Confederate  States^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DUFF  C.  GREEN, 
Qwxrtermaster-Qeneral  of  Alabama. 

P.  S. — ^The  following  prices  annexed  to  each  article  are  to  be  the. 
rates  at  which  said  articles,  whether  furnished  by  the  State  of  Alar 
bama  to  the  Quartermaster's  Department  of  Confederate  States  for 
the  troops  from  Alabama  or  issued  directly  to  said  troops  under' 
arrangements  alluded  to  in  foregoing  letter.  The  prices  are  to  be  as 
follows:  Gray  and  blue  cloth,  per  yard,  87.50;  flannel,  per  yard,  $1.50; 
blankets,  each,  $10;  shoes,  per  pair,  610.  .  The  above  specified  prices 
to  be  paid  in  cotton,  60  cents  per  pound;  that  is,  the  goods  to  be  sold 
and  the  cotton  received  on  a  gold  basis,  and  all  other  stores  at  propor- 
tionate rates  on  like  conditions.    All  other  contracts  will  be  carried 
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out  by  delivering  goods  at  cost  price,  with  50  per  cent,  added  to  cover 
all  risks  and  chaiges  to  time  of  delivery,  the  cotton  in  payment  for 
same  to  be  famished  to  contractor  at  30  cents  per  pound  in  the  same 
'  currency  as  the  original  invoices. 

B.  C.  G. 

[Unit  iDdonement.] 
QUABTEBMASTEB-GENKRAi'S  OFFICE, 

Richmond,  February  16,  1865. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  the  facilities  asked  m  behalf  of  the  State  of  Alabama 
be  granted,  at  least  as  to  existing  contracts  held  by  the  State.  The 
supplies  will  be  needed,  and  this  department  has  always  aimed  to 
avail  of  State  credit  and  resources  abroad.  The  specific  prices  stated 
within  are  but  little  in  excess  of  those  that  ruled  in  coutracbs  made 
prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  port  regulations  in  whicb  cotton  was 
expended  at  10  pence  per  pound. 

A.  R.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaster-  General. 

[Seoond  indoiMniMit.] 

Fbbbuaby  18,  1865. 

Referred  to  Lientenant-General  Taylor. 

Authority  is  given  to  Lieutenant-General  Taylor  to  grant  proper 
authority  to  the  oflScers  of  the  State  of  Alabama  to  carry  into  effect 
the  objects  of  this  letter,  taking  the  precaution  neoessary  to  prevent 
any  abuse  of  the  license  he  may  grant. 

By  order: 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
A^isiant  Secretary  of  War. 

[Third  Indoraement.! 

Montgomery,  March  19,  1865. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Colonel  Surget,  assistant  adjutant.-general, 
who  [win]  issue  necessary  instructions  to  protect  supplies  introduced 
for  use  of  State  of  Alabama,  under  the  within  authority,  special 
application  to  be  made  for  exportation  of  cotton  in  each  case. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-Greneral  Taylor; 

W.  F.  BULLOCK,  Jr., 

Assistant  AdjutarU-QenercU. 


[February  10,  1865. — For  Smith  to  Davis,  in  reference  to  an 
organization  of  frontier  State  troops  in  Texas,  wholly  under  control 
of  the  State  authorities  (with  inclosures),  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XL VIII, 
Parti,  p.  1373.] 


Richmond,  February  11,  1865. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America :  \ 
Sir:  When  Senator  Johnson,  of  M^souri,  and  myself  waited  o  &i  you 
a  few  days  since  in  relation  to  the  prospect  of  annoying  and  h tkrass- 
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ing  the  enemy  by  means  of  burning  their  shipping,  towns,  Ac,  there 
were  several  remarks  made  by  you  upon  the  subject  that  I  was  not 
fully  prepared  to  answer,  but  which,  upon  subsequent  conference 
with  parties  proposing  the  enterprise,  I  find  cannot  apply  as  objec- 
tions to  the  scheme. 

First.  The  combustible  material  conisists  of  several  preparations 
and  not  one  alone,  and  can  be  used  without  exposing  the  party  using 
them  to  the  least  danger  of  detection  whatever.  The  prex)arations 
are  not  in  the  hands  of  McDaniel,  but  are  in  the  hands  of  Professor 
McCuUoh,  and  are  known  but  to  him  and  one  other  party,  as  I  under- 
stand. 

Second.  There  is  no  necessity  for  sending  persons  in  the  military 
service  into  the  enemy's  country;  but  the  work  may  be  done  by 
agents,  and  in  most  cases  by  persons  ignorant  of  the  facts,  and 
therefore  innocent  agents. 

I  have  seen  enough  of  the  effects  that  can  be  produced  to  satisfy 
me  that  in  most  cases  without  any  danger  to  the  parties  engaged, 
and  in  others  but  very  slight,  we  can  (1)  bum  every  vessm  that 
leaves  a  foreign  port  for  the  IJnited  States;  (2)  we  can  bum  every 
transport  that  leaves  the  harbor  of  New  York  or  other  Northern  port 
with  supplies  for  the  armies  of  the  enemy  in  the  South;  (3)  bum 
every  transport  and  gun-boat  on  the  Mississippi  River,  as  well  as 
devastate  the  country  of  the  enemy,  and  fill  his  people  with  terror  and 
consternation. 

I  am  not  alone  of  this  opinion,  but  many  other  gentlemen  are  as 
fully  and  thoroughly  impressed  with  the  conviction  as  I  am.  I 
believe  we  have  the  means  at  our  command,  if  promptly  appropriated 
and  energetically  applied,  to  demoralize  the  Northern  people  in  a 
very  short  time.  For  the  purpose  of  satisfying  your  mind  upon  the 
subject,  I  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  request  that  you  will  have  an 
interview  with  General  Harris,  formerly  a  member  of  Congress  from 
Missouri,  who,  I  think,  is  able,  from  conclusive  proofs,  to  convince 
you  that  what  I  have  suggested  is  perfectly  feasible  and  practicable. 
The  deep  interest  I  feel  for  the  success  of  our  cause  in  this  stmggle 
and  the  conviction  of  the  importance  of  availing  ourselves  of  every 
element  of  defense  must  be  my  excuse  for  writing  you  and  request- 
ing you  to  invite  General  Harris  to  see  you.  If  you  should  see  proper 
to  do  so,  please  signify  the  time  when  it  will  be  convenient  for  you  to 
see  him. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  OLDHAM. 

[Indonement.] 

'^^j^,  February  20,  1865. 

Vol  ^^^tftiy  state,  at  his  convenience,  please  see  General  Harris 
jeam  what  plan  he  has  for  overcoming  the  difficulty  heretofore 
ienced. 

:  J.  D. 


BRUARY 11, 1865. — For  Benja;min  to  Lee,  in  relation  to  a  proposal 
d  to  the  trenches  slaves  who  might  volunteer  to  fight  for  their 
nn,  &c^  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLVI,.Part  11,  p.  1229.] 
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Richmond,  Va.,  February  11^  1865. 

Greneral  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  ami  Inspector  General: 

General:  Thoroughly  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  improving 
the  discipline  of  our  Army,  it  has  been  a  question  of  much  thought 
with  me  as  to  the  manner  of  effecting  it.  The  great  diflScnlty  with 
us  is  due  to  tlio  fact  tliat  our  company  organizations  have  been  sadly 
defective.  The  captains  and  lieutenants,  being  responsible  to  the 
communitioH  in  which  they  reside  and  of  which  their  commands  are 
composed,  have  never  had  the  moral  courage  to  perform  their  duties 
in  a  fearless  and  manly  way,  in  consequence  of  the  dread  of  becoming 
unpopular  at  home,  and  it  is  impossible  for  a  regimental  or  brigade 
commander  to  enforce  discipline  unless  company  officers  are  good  and 
reliable;  and  it  is  useless  to  prefer  charges  against  men  or  officers, 
esjMicially  if  they  are  well  connected,  because  the  courts  (the  perma- 
nent ones) — being  composed  of  politicians  and  men  who  have  seen  no 
service,  or,  if  any,  so  little  that  they  have  no  conception  of  the  rela- 
tion between  superior  and  inferior  officers,  and  regard  every  act  of 
firmness  as  one  of  tyranny — always  acquit  the  accused.  The  men 
who  compose  these  courts  were  once  (as  a  general  thing)  officers  of 
the  Army  who  were  thrown  out  of  office  on  account  of  incompetency, 
and  have  a  very  imperfect  idea  of  the  duties  of  a  soldier,  and  we  can 
never  have  discipline  in  our  Army  as  long  as  these  courts  are  in  exist- 
ence, and  I  most  earnestly  recommend  that  the}'  be  either  abolished 
or  that  some  provision  be  made  by  which  we  can  be  enabled  to  bring 
delinquents  iRffore  a  court  composed  of  officers  who  know  something 
of  the  wants  of  the  service  and  appreciate  the  duties  and  obligations 
of  the  officers  and  men  who  compose  our  armies.  This  change  made 
in  owv  military  tribunals  and  we  will  soon  get  rid  of  our  bad  and 
indifterent  officers. 

And  the  next  most  important  thing  that  wo  want  (more  essential  in 
the  cavalry  than  in  the  infantry)  is  the  assignment  of  at  least  one 
good  officer  of  the  Regular  Army,  young  and  enei^tic  and  well 
informed,  to  each  brigade  as  drill-master  whilst  in  camp,  and  when  on 
the  march  or  field  of  battle  to  act  as  provost- marshal  to  prevent 
straggling;  to  remain  just  in  rear  of  the  column  of  attack,  to  keep 
the  files  closed  (having  a  small  guard  detailed  for  that  purpose)  and 
to  take  charge  of  the  prisoners,  and  in  that  way  prevent  a  superfluous 
guard  going  to  the  rear  with  every  batch  of  prisoners,  and  also  in 
this  way  prevent  a  rapid  decrease  in  the  strength  of  the  command 
upon  the  battle-field.  As  a  young  officer  eminently  qualified  for  the 
position  I  take  pleasure  in  recommending  Lieut.  V.  II.  Wigfal.1.  He 
is  gallant,  energetic,  and  a  strict  disciplinarian;  served  with  me  in 
tiie  beginning  of  the  war,  and  I  have  had  ample  opportunities  for 
becoming  acquainted  with  his  merit's  and  I  regard  him  as  one  of  the 
best  young  officers  in  the  service.  Lieutenant  Wigffdl  holds  a  com- 
mission in  the  regular  service  and  is  at  this  time  serving  on  the  staff 
of  General  Hood,  from  which  I  suppose  he  can  readily  be  spared.  I 
am,  general,  greatly  in  want  of  the  services  of  such  an  officer  as 
Wigfall  and  I  hope  he  will  be  assigned  to  duty  with  me  at  once.  And 
as  additional  rank  would  give  hira  more  authority,  it  would  be  well 
to  give  him  temporary  rank  of  captain  or  major,  in  accordance  >vith 
act  approved  May  21,  1861. 

Most  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

T.  L.  ROSSER, 

Major-  Oeneral. 
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[First  indoitement.] 

Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

February  — ,  1866. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Honorable  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

Qeneral. 

[Second  lodarMtmeiit.} 

IJuREAu  OP  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.,  Appointment  Office, 

February  1865, 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

So  much  of  this  communication  as  j^fers  to  Wigfall  is  impractica- 
ble. Being  only  a  cadet  in  the  C.  S.  Army,  he  does  not  oome  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  cite4  within,  antliorizing  the  President  to 
confer  temporary  rank,  <fec. 

By  order: 

ED.  A.  PALFREY, 
lAeutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Ai^utaiit' General. 

[Third  ladonenMnt.] 

March  3,  1865. 

Adjutant-General  : 

Return  to  General  Rosser  asking  attention  to  your  indorsement. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 

Assistant  A^uiant-Chner(d. 

[Fourth  ludonemfltit.] 

Bureau  of  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.,  Appointment  Offiob, 

March  11,  1865. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Maj.  Gen.  T.  L.  Rosser,  inviting  his  atten- 
tion to  indorsement  from  this  office  of  25th  of  February,  1865,  which 
is  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

ED.  A.  PALFREY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistaiit  AdjiUant- Qeneral, 


State  op  North  Carolina,  Executive  Department, 

Raleigh,  February  lU  1865. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy: 
Sir:  On  examining  a  printed  copy  of  your  letter  to  me  of  the  28th  of 
December,  ultimo,  sent  me  by  a  member  of  Congress,  I  find  that  I  had 
eommitted  the  mistake  of  attributing  to  Captain  Piukney  certain 
offensive  expressions  which  were  only  used  by  one  J.  A.  Willard, 
naval  coal  agent.  I  was  led  into  this  by  the  following  language  In 
your  letter:  "Captain  Pinkney,  C.  S.  Navy,  Ac,  forwaMs  the  follow- 
ing report,"  and  by  not  noticing  the  signatures  closely  at  the  end  of 
the  quotation.  I  have  the  honor,  thei'efore,  to  beg  that  you  will  con- 
sider the  correspondence  on  my  part  amended  by  striking  out  the 
words  "  Captain  Pinkney"  wherever  they  occur  and  the  insertion  of 
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"Willard,"  and  also  by  striking  out  any  words  of  respect  or  praise  in 
my  first  letter,  qualifying  the  words  "Captain  Pinkney,"  as  not 
applicable  to  the  word  Willard,"  for  I  should  as  greatly  regret  the 
waste  of  civility  on  the  latter  as  I  do  the  unintentional  or  mistaken 
application  of  any  censure  to  the  former. 

I  am,  sir,  yeiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


OONFEDEBATB  ^TATES  OF  AMERICA,  WaR  DEPARTMENT, 

Bichmondy  Va.^  February  i^,  186S. 
President  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  following  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives referred  by  Your  Excellency  to  this  Department: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  respectfolly  requested  to  inform  this  Honee — 
First.  As  to  the  number  of  iron  furnaces  and  forges  worked  in  the  year  1864  hy 
officers  and  agents  of  the  Gtovemment,  and  on  GK>vemment  account. 

Second.  As  to  the  cost  per  ton  of  pig,  bloom,  and  box  iron,  respectively,  at 
such  furnaces  and  forges. 

Third.  As  to  the  number  of  iron  furnaces  and  forges  worked  in  the  same  time 
the  pTmnietora  under  cmlract  with  the  GoTemment,  and  the  difleient  kinds 
contract  so  made. 

Fonrtti.  As  to  the  cost  per  ton  of  pig,  blocnn,  and  box  iron  deUvered  to  the 
CK>venimeint  under  snoh  cmtracts. 

In  response  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the 
chief  of  the  Niter  and  Mining  Bui-eau  containing  the  information 
called  for  by  the  House.  * 

"Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orders,  )      Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  6.  J  Bichmondy  February  Ij^  1866. 

I.  The  inspector-general  of  field  transportation  is  authorized  to 
receive  from  citizens  aniifutls  suitable  for  the  public  service,  and  to 
issne  to  the  x>ersons  from  whom  they  are  received  certificates  pledg- 
ing the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  to  return  to  them,  or 
their  assigns,  animals  of  like  quality  after  the  termination  of  the  war 
with  the  United  States. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  Gideon  5*  Pillow  is  constituted  CommissaiT^-General 
of  Prisoners,  and  will  enter  at  once  upon  his  duties,  as  designated  in 
paragraphs  I,  II,  and  in,  General  Orders,  No.  84,  1864. 

ni.  In  the  iqipressment  of  labor  for  twelve  months,  under  the  act 
of  Congress  approved  February  17,  1864,  all  slaves  hired  in  Govern- 
ment shops  and  yards,  and  for  other  local  purposes,  to  Government 
officers  and  agents,  or  to  railroad  companies,  or  contractors  with  the 
Government,  will  be  assessed  only  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  other 
slaves  on  whom  the  assessment  for  the  balance  of  the  quota  of  the 
connty  or  district  shall  be  made.  Persons  who  have  hired  their  slaves 
to  Government  officers  or  agents,  or  contractors,  or  to  railroad  com- 
panies, will  be  assessed  only  on  the  number  of  their  slaves  not  so 
hired. 

IV.  Mechanics,  artisans,  Ac,  of  the  Ordnance  Department,  em- 
ployed at  the  various  armories,  arsenals,  and  depots,  as  shown  by  the 
monthly  rolls  of  hired  men  on  the  Slst  of  December,  1864,  will  not  be 

•Not  found. 
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interfered  with  by  enrolling  officers,  whether  their  details  have  or 
have  not  been  renewed,  provided  such  details  have  been  applied  for. 
The  oertificate  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  arsenal  or  depot  will 
be  accepted  as  evidence  of  l^e  fact  of  application  for  renewal  of 
detail. 
By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oener(d. 


Special  Ordbbs,  )    Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  S.  C,  Ga.,  and  Fla., 

No.  38.         f  Charleston^  S.  C,  Fetmiary  1866. 

Vn.  By  order  of  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Lieut  Col.  J.  G. 
Tucker,  commanding  First  Foreign  Battalion,  will  recruit  his  com- 
mand from  the  prisoners  of  war.  He  will  increase  each  company  of 
his  raiment  to  125  men. 

In  making  his  selection  he  will  take  only  men  of  Irish  and  French 
nationality.    These  men  will  be  used  for  engineering  service. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee: 

H.  W.  FEILDEN, 
Assistant  Adjviard-GhneraL 


General  Orders,  )       Abjt.  asj)  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  7.  J  Bichmohdj  Febrtia/ry  16,  1866. 

I.  The  following  act  of  Congress  is  published  for  the  information  of 
the  Army: 

AN  ACT  to  unand  the  act  to  provide  an  Invalid  Corps,  approved  Febraur  IT,  UU. 

Section  1.  The  Cw^esa  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That 
the  proTisions  of  the  said  act  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  extended  to  all  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates  of  the  Army,  and  seamen,  ordinary  sea- 
men, landsmen,  and  boys  of  the  Navy,  and  the  non-commiBsioDed  officers, 
znnracians,  and  privates  of  the  Marine  Corps,  who  have  heretoftne  resbpied  or 
been  dladuuged  honorably,  or  who  mar  hereafter  resign  or  be  disduu-ged  honor- 
al^  from  the  service,  in  ignorance  of  we  above-recited  act. 

^c.  2.  That  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
may,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  reappoint  to  their  former  rank  meritoriotu 
disabled  commissioned  officers  of  the  Anuy,  Navy,  and  Marine  Corps,  who  may 
have  resigned  their  commissions  in  ignorance  of,  or  prior  to  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  the  17th  of  February,  1864,  to  which  this  is  an  amendment ;  and  in  that 
event,  the  persons  so  njappouited  shall  be. put  in  the  Invalid  Corps  on  the  same 
terms,  and  with  like  privileges,  as  those  constituting  said  corps,  in  pnisoance  (tf 
said  act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment :  Provided,  however.  That  the  Frerident 
shall  make  no  reappointment  under  this  act,  unless  the  person  applying  therefor 
shall  have  a  certificate  of  one  of  the  medical  examining  boards  of  nis  continued 
disability ;  and  any  such  officer  assigned  to  active  duty  shall  rank  from  the  date 
of  such  assignment  to  active  duty :  Ttovided,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  the  compensation  of  retired  officers  shall  be  half  pay,  without  any  other 
emolnments  or  allowances,  unless  while  assigned  to  dnty^whoifhey  shall  receive 
the  full  pay  and  allowances  appropriate  to  their  rank. 

ApE^oved  January  37, 1805. 

II.  Disabled  ofl&cers  of  the  Army,  who  resigned  their  commissions 
in  i^orance  of,  or  prior  to,  the  passage  of  the  act  "to  provide  an 
Invalid  Corps,"  and  soldiers  honorably  discharged  from  the  service 
prior  to  that  time,  may  appear  for  examination  before  any  one  of  the 
medical  examining  boards  established  by  law,  upon  presenting  their 
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affidavit,  before  the  judge  of  any  court  of  record  or  natsay  public, 
that  their  disability,  from  wounds  or  other  causes,  was  incurred  in 
the  line  of  duty  in  the  senice.  The  time  when  such  disability 
occnrred,  and  the  circumstances  attending  it,  will  be  stated  in  the 
af&davit,  and  also  the  command  to  which  the  officer  or  soldier 
belonged.  The  affidavit  of  the  officer  will  further  state  any  fact 
showing  meritorious  service. 

III.  The  Board,  which  will  be  composed  of  three  medical  officers, 
will  examine  the  officer  or  soldier  and  certify  to  the  character  and 
degree  of  his  alleged  disability.  The  affidavit  and  certificate  will  be 
forwarded  by  the  Board,  through  the  Surgeon-General,  to  this  office. 

IV.  Meritorious  disabled  officers  will  be  reappointed  to  thoir  former 
rank,  and,  when  confirmed,  will  be  placed  upon  the  retired  list. 
Their  pay  will  then  ccHnmence.  Soldiers  embraced  in  the  provisions 
of  this  act  will  be  retired  by  orders  from  this  office  only,  from  the 
datie  of  which  they  will  be  entitled  to  pay. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjuimd  and  Inspector  General. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Wak  Department,  Engineer  Bureau, 
,         Richmond,  Va.,  February  26,  1865. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Bbeckinbidge, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir:  I  have  somewhat  delayed  answering  the  circular  from  your 
office  of  the  7th  instant,  in  order  to  present  a  more  complete  and  satis- 
factory reply.  I  now  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  stat*?- 
ment  of  the  means  and  resources  for  carrying  on  the  service  confide<l 
to  this  Bureau,  impediments  thereto,  and  what  is  desired  to  promote 
greater  and  necessary  efficiency. 
To  this  end  I  propose  to  lay  before  j'ou — 

First.  A  statement  in  regard  to  officera  of  engineers  and  engineer 
troops,  their  number,  aasignments,  and  the  necessary  increase 
demanded  by  the  interests  of  the  service. 

Second.  Engineer  workshops. 

Third.  Railroad  repairs,  including  the  collection  of  railroad  iron  by 
a  special  commission. 

Fourth.  Labor  required  for  all  the  service  confided  to  the  Engineer 
Corps,  whether  military  or  civil,  includinfj  its  oi^anization. 

First,  then,  in  regard  to  officers,  there  are — 


In  r^ETolar  Corps  of  En^eers  

In  provisional  Corpe  of  Engineers    115 

In  engineer  troops  -   105 

Assigned  to  engmeer  duty   l:j 

Total   34« 

Officers  of  regular  corps  on  other  duty  ,    7 

Total  available  for  engineer  service    339 


The  officers  of  the  regular  and  provisional  corps  are  distributed  to 
the  different  armies  and  departments  in  such  manner  as  to  meet  the 
most  urgent  calls  of  the  engineer  service,  and  the  companies  of  engi- 
neer troops  are  swving,  as  a  general  rule,  with  the  armies  and  in  the 
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departments  iu  which  the  divisions  are  from  which  they  are  taken,  as 
follows: 

OompulM. 

Army  of  Northern  Vii^inia   12 

Army  of  Tennessee   10 

Department  of  North  Carolina     1 

Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia, and  Florida  _--   3 

District  of  the  Gulf    1 

Trans-MissisBippi  Department   9 

Total   35 


Of  these  companies,  three  with  the  Army  of  Tennessee  and  three  in 
the  Trans-Mississippi  -Department  have  not  as  yet,  however,  been  fully 
organized.  It  is  proposed  to  create  one  more  iu  the  Trans-Mississippi, 
thus  making  a  full  regiment,  and  one  more  in  the  Department  of 
South  Carolina,  GJeorgia,  and  •Florida,  to  be  employed  chiefly  as 
artisans. 

As  there  is  still  an  urgent  demand  for  engineer  ofl&cers,  an  applica- 
tion has  been  made,  on  my  recommendation,  to  Congress  for  twenty- 
two  additional  officers  in  the  provisional  corps.  This  bill  has  x^assed 
the  Senate  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  at  an  early  day  be  favorably  con- 
sidered by  the  House  and  become  a  law.  If  so,  nominations  for 
suitable  appointments  will  be  promptly  made  by  the  Bureau. 

The  assignments  of  the  few  militaiy  engineeis  who  joined  the 
Southern  Ai-my  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  to  duty  with  troops 
have  been  a  serious  drawback  to  the  engineer  service,  which  has  here- 
tofore been  performed  in  a  great  measure  by  civil  engineers,  who  have 
l)een  appointed  from  time  to  time  in  the  corps. 

Second.  Engineer  workshops  for  the  manufacture  of  tools,  imple- 
ments, and  preparation  of  material  for  pontoon  bridges  have  been 
established  at  Richmond,  Charleston,  Augusta,  Mobile,  Demopolis,  and 
ill  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  from  which  the  calls  from  the 
diiferent  armies  and  departments  have  been,  as  far  as  practicable,  sup- 
plied. The  great  diflBculty  in  this  direction  has  been  the  want  of 
materials,  particularly  iron  for  tools  and  bridge  constractiou — a  want 
owing  principally  to  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  oountiy  and 
defective  transportation. 

Intrenching  tools  have  been  obtained  by  importation  to  a  consid- 
erable extent,  and  funds  have  been  sent  abroad  to  purchase  others, 
but  the  closing  of  most  of  our  regular  ports  of  eutry,  it  is  feared,  will 
prevent  their  being  received. 

Third.  For  the  prompt  repair  of  railroad  bridges  and  trestle-work 
and  for  duplicating  these  last,  an  organized  body  of  mechanics  should 
be  available.  This  has  been  partly  provided  for,  but  it  is  proposed 
to  increase  the  force,  if  practicable,  to  at  least  100  for  the  roads  lead- 
ing directly  to  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  Similar  organizations 
should  1)6  made  for  service  farther  south  and  west. 

A  commission  for  the  collection  of  railroad  iron  from  unimportant 
lines  and  distribution,  when  necessary,  to  those  of  vital  consequence, 
as  well  as  the  construction  of  iron-plated  gun-boats,  has  been  organ- 
ized by  the  joint  action  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments.  Every 
possible  impediment  has  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  this  commission, 
and  serious  delays  have  been  caused  under  the  impressment  act  by 
parties  suing  out  injunctions  and  resorting  to  other  similar  legal  steps. 
In  many  cases  the  iron  rails  must  be  had  promptly  as  a  military  necessity 
or  disaster  must  follow.    When  this  is  established  the  authority  for 
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removing  them  from  less  important  roadR  should  be  given  and  enforced 
by  the  commfmders  of  armies  and  departments,  who  are  evidently  the 
best  prepared  to  jadge  and  act.  Onlers  from  the  War  Department 
must  be  executed  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  regulating  impress- 
ments. Orders  from  commanders  under  military  necessity  can  be  at 
once  carried  into  effect. 

Fourth.  Labor.  The  greater  part  of  the  labor  connected  with  the 
engineer  operations  has  been  performed  by  fatigue  parties,  by  engi- 
neer troops,  by  a  limited  number  of  details  for  mechanical  service, 
and  by  negroes  hired  and  impressed ;  but  from  all  these  sources  the 
supply  has  been  inadequate.  A  better  and  more  permanent  organi- 
zation of  negro  labor  is  demanded  for  military  and  civil  engineer 
service  to  the  extent  of  about  29,000  men  (7,000  being  for  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department),  not  including  those  needed  as  teamsters  and 
tL.cooks  for  the  workshops  and  other  lo#al  service. 

It  has  been  made  the  duty  of  the  Bureau  by  General  Orders,  No.  86, 
1864,  to  organize  all  the  shtve  labor  called  under  act  approved  17th 
of  February,  1864,  for  service  with  our  armies,  and  oficers  have  been 
appointed  to  attend  to  the  same. 

But  up  to  this  time  the  number  of  slaves  impressed  by  conscript 
ofiQcers  and  delivered  for  oi^anization  is  small,  and  I  fear  that  unless 
the  impressments  are  made  more  rapidly  than  heretofore  that  this 
labor,  so  essential,  will  not  be  available  in  time.  The  oi^canization 
will  be  made  as  rapidly  as  the  negroes  are  received.  There  will  be 
required  a  number  of  men,  chiefly  from  the  reserve  forces,  as  direct- 
ors, superintendents,  managers,  and  overseers,  a  part  of  whom  will 
be  considered  as  engaged  in  the  engineer  service. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  the  details  of  about  1,700  able-bodied 
men  (400  being  from  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department)  is  required. 
A  lai^  proportion  of  these  necessary  details  has  already  been  made 
by  local  commanders,  and  the  men  are  constantly  and  fully  employed. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  foregoing  statement  furnishes,  approxinmtely 
at  least,  the  information  desired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Mc^r-General  arid  Chief  of  Bureau, 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Richmond,  February  16^  1865. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Bbbceinridge, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  In  response  to  your  circular  of  the  7th  instant  calling  for  a 
statement  of  the  "means  and  resources  on  hand  for  carrying  on  the 
business  of  this  Bureau,"  &q.  ;  also  "  what  impediments  exist,"  &g.  ,  I 
have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  papers: 

First.  A  statement  prepared  by  Major  Cole  in  reference  to  the 
requirements  of  the  service  as  to  field  transportation  and  the  means 
necessary  for  meeting  the  demand.  This  paper  shows  the  great 
scarcity  of  horses  in  the  country  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  them, 
together  with  the  measures  being  adopted  for  the  purpose.  The  great 
obstacle  at  present  is  the  want  of  funds. 

Second.  A  statement  from  Major  Crces  relative  to  the  supply  of 
clothing,  present  and  prospective.  The  difiQcnlties  encountered  in  this 
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branch  of  the  department  arise  from  scarcity  of  wool,  the  frequent 
stopping  of  the  work  by  ordering  away  fde  operatives}  and  the  want 
of  funds. 

Third.  A  communication  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bims  as  to  the 
condition  of  railroad  laransportation,  the  wants  of  the  railroads,  Ao. 
The  chief  difficulties  encountered  there  arise  from  defectiye  machin- 
ery and  the  impo'teibility  of  supplying  new,  the  want  of  legislation 
giving  the  Government  proper  control  over  railroads  and  their 
employ^  and  the  want  of  funds  to  pay  the  roads  so  as  to  keep  them 
in  as  good  condition  as  the  blockade  and  the  limited  resources  of  the 
country  will  permit. 

Several  special  communications  on  this  subject  have  been  addressed 
by  this  Bureau  to  Honorable  Secretary  of  War.  At  present  this 
department  has  no  control  over  railroads  except  so  much  as  has  been 
jdelded  by  contract  or  courtesy. 

The  supply  of  grain  and  long  forage  in  the  countiy  is  believed  to 
be  quite  enough  to  supply  the  public  animals,  but  no  distinct  opinion 
can  be  hazarded  as  to  the  ability  of  this  Bureau  to  supply  it  to  the 
armies  during  the  coming  campaign,  as  so  much  will  depend  on  the 
relative  positions  of  the  different  armies  and  the  preservation  or 
destruction  of  our  lines  of  transportation. 

To  sum  up,  I  venture  to  state  that  this  Bureau  can  conduct  its 
operations  with  success  enough  to  sustain  our  armies  if  labor  is 
allowed  to  the  various  workshops  on  which  it  depends,  without  inter- 
ruption ;  if  the  privilege  of  detailing  contractors  under  certain  circum- 
stances be  continued,  and  the  necessary  funds  are  promptly  furnished. 
Without  these  this  department  is  powerless  and  the  want  of  them  is 
fast  paralyzing  its  efforts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  K.  LAWTON, 

Quartermaaier-Qeneral* 

[Inalwnre  No.  1.] 

OFncE  InspbctoBtGenbral  Field  Transportation, 

Bichmondj  Fe^muzry  1, 186S. 

General  Lawton, 

Quartermaster-  General  : 

Sir:  The  urgent  request  of  General  Lee,  made  to  me  in  person,  and 
that  of  his  chief  quartermaster,  to  be  prepared  to  equip  his  artillery 
and  transportation  with  animals,  added  to  the  calls  made  upon  me 
for  the  same  supplies  for  armies  south,  induces  me  to  address  you 
this  communication,  in  which  I  desire  to  recapitulate  what  I  have 
before  at  different  times,  in  writing  and  verbally,  had  the  honor  to 
submit  to  you  on  the  subject  of  the  number  of  animals  needed  to 
equip  our  armies  for  the  spring  campaign,  and  the  source  from  which 
such  supplies  are  to  be  obtained.   As  the  officer  chai^^  with  the 
providing  of  horses  and  mules  for  the  armies  of  the  Confederate 
States,  I  feel  it  to  be  due  to  myself  for  the  record  to  show  that  I 
have  taken  all  necessary  steps  to  a  proper  dischai^  of  my  duty  to 
ascertain  the  resources  of  the  country  and  to  suggest  plans  by  which 
deficiencies  may  be  supplied,  and  that  should  the  demand  made  on 
me  not  be  met,  and  any  damage  result  from  such  failure,  I  may  be 
exculpated  from  blame  by  reference  to  my  official  communications. 
Tbe  inability  of  the  Confederate  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  to  sus- 
tain the  drait  which  would  be  made  for  horses  and  mules  for  the  com- 
I2 —  was  discussed  and  announced  by  me  in  May  last  when 
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I  was  prooTtring  snch  supplies  for  Greneral  Johnston's  army.  The 
number  estimated  \yy  me  at  that  time  to  be  necessary  must  be  largely 
increased  by  reason  of  the  losses  sustained  in  General  Hood's  cam- 
paign in  Tennessee. 

In  May  last  I  dispatched  an  officer  to  General  E.  K.  Smith,  com- 
manding Department  Trans-Mississippi,  with  letters  to  him  announc- 
ing our  nec^sities,  and  urging  him  to  send  us  a  portion  of  the  ani- 
mals which  he  was  reported  to  have  captured  from  the  Federal  Army, 
and  asking  that  funds  might  be  furnished  and  permission  granted  to 
my  officer  charged  with  the  business  to  go  into  Mexico  and  procure 
animals  to  be  sent  over  this  side.  In  botli  I  was  disappointed,  and  in 
August  following  I  suggested  the  plan,  since  adopted  and  sought  to 
be  executed,  of  procuring  a  large  number  of  animals  from  Mexico. 
Owing  to  the  delEtys  in  procuring  the  funds,  and  from  the  fact  that 
no  one  has  yet  been  selected  to  proceed  to  Texas  in  charge  of  the 
operation  to  be  undertaken,  we  cannot  expect  to  receive  a  first  imtall- 
ment  from  Mexico  under  three  or  four  months;  and  even  should  Gen- 
eral Smith  consent  to  furnish  us  any  out  of  his  supply  (which  I  have 
again  asked  him  for),  we  cannot  receive  them  before  about  the  mid- 
dle of  March,  and  to  obtain  any  at  all  now  within  the  periods  named 
a  proper  officer  must  be  in  Texas  to  conduct  business. 

I  have  also  proposed  that  I  shall  be  provided  with  necessary  means 
and  authority  to  procure  supplies  and  animals  from  the  enemy's  lines, 
which  I  have  every  reason  to  feel  assured  can  be  done  to  a  large 
extent.  I  am  informed  by  my  officers  (certainly  reliable)  that  horses 
and  mules  can  be  obtained,  deliverable  in  Mississippi,  payable  in 
cotton,  on  the  f oUowing  terms,  viz :  First-class  artillery  horses  for  600  | 
pounds  of  cotton,  second  class  for  £00  pounds,  and  third  clara  for 
400  pounds;  but  to  do  this  my  offioeis  must  have  the  cotton  in  hand, 
so  as  to  receive  the  animals  and  deliver  the  cotton  at  such  times  and 
places  as  opportunity  offers.  In  Virginia  the  prices  asked,  payable 
in  gold,  is,  for  first  class,  $60,  and  it  is  thought  that  2,000  can  be 
obtained  in  that  way.  The  number  that  can  be  had  in  Mississippi  in 
a  space  of  two  or  three  months  is  put  down  at  2,000.  I  have  before 
informed  you  that,  according  to  my  information,  there  will  be  needed 
for  the  armies  of  the  Confederate  States  at  least  6,000  horses  and 
4,500  mules.  The  number  to  be  procured  in  the  Confederate  States 
east  of  the  Missl^ippi  by  impressment  depends  on  the  decision  which 
may  be  made  as  to  the  quantity  of  animals  the  farmers  will  be  allowed 
to  keep  as  essential  to  tlieir  operations.  I  estimate  the  supply  to  be 
obtained  from  all  sources  (provided  I  am  furnished  means)  not  to 
exceed  5,000  animals  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi.  This  leaves  a 
deficit  of  5,500  to  fill  my  estimate.  If  the  horses  are  not  supplied 
the  military  operations  are  checked  and  may  be  frustrated.  If  the 
farmers  are  stripped  of  a  portion  of  the  animals  essential  to  the 
conduct  of  their  agricultural  operations  there  must  be  a  correspond- 
ing reduction  of  supplies  of  food  for  man  and  horse. 

Convinced  as  I  am  that  the  best  and  only  means  of  procuring  the 
needed  supply  of  animals  are  those  that  I  have  indicated;  feeling 
deeply  the  pressure  of  the  demands  made  and  to  be  made  on  me  to 
furnish  such  supplies;  dreading  the  consequences  of  a  failure  to  meet 
such  calls,  and  fearful  that  I  may  be  exposed  to  censure  for  such 
failure,  I  respectfully  urge  that  I  may  be  immediately  put  in  posses- 
sion of  the  necessary  means  to  carry  into  effect  the  plans  for  provid- 
ing the  animals  needed,  than  which  I  confess  myself  unable  to  surest 
any  other;  or  that,  in  case  it  shall  be  decided  that 
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impractioalde  and  the  means  I  f»k  for  cannot  be  fnmished,  that  I 
may  be  relieved  from  the  dnty  I  am  now  performing,  and  some  one  be 
appointed  in  my  stead  who  can  dispense  with  what  I  consider  and 
have  stated  to  be  indispensable  to  enable  me  to  snccessfolly  perform 
the  duty. 

I  think  it  proper  to  again  repeat  what  I  have  before  asked  to  hare 
done  in  order  to  secnre  the  needed  supplies. 

First.  With  respect  to  the  operations  in  Mexico  and  Texas,  I  esti- 
mated' that  the  snm  of  £350,000  in  sterling  or  gold  tnmed  over  to  me, 
say,  at  the  rate  of  £100,000  per  quarter,  would  enable  me  to  obtain 
about  15,000  animals,  at  the  rate  of  about  $60  per  head.  I  was  informed 
by  yon  that  this  amount  would  be  furnished  by  the  Treasury.  I 
received  letters  of  OTedit  for  £60,000  and  sent  it  to  Tev^  by  Maj.  W. 
S.  ]9arriB,  and  farther  amounts  are  now  required.  An  officer  to  con- 
trol and  manage  the  business  is  wanted,  one  possessing  the  qualifica- 
tions which  I  had  the  honor  to  state  I  deemed  requisite.  No  one  has 
been  yet  assigned  to  the  duty;  nothing  can  be  done  until  such  officer 
arrives  in  Texas. 

Second.  The  purchase  of  horses  and  mules  to  be  delivered  in"  Mis- 
sissippi from  the  enemy's  lines  to  be  successful  must  be  conducted  on 
the  simplest  plan.  The  officer  who  receives  the  horses  must  have  iu 
his  hands  the  cotton  to  make  instant  payment.  It  must  be  at  suit- 
able points  for  being  carried  off  easily.  He  must  not  be  trammeled 
by  officers  of  other  branches  of  the  service,  and  so  situated  as  to  be 
able  to  fulfill  his  engagements  promptly  and  surely.  If  he  is  to  get 
his  cotton  paid  through  Treasury  agento  (and  not  allowed  to  purchase 
it  himself)  and  be  governed  by  them  as  to  the  price  he  is  to  pay  for 
horses,  I  fear  he  wiU  fail  to  carry  out  the  object. 

Third.  To  obtain  horses  in  Virginia,  gold  or  Federal  money  is 
essential.  They  can  be  purchased  for  gold  at  rates  below  those  pre- 
vailing before  the  war.  This  is  not  the  case  with  other  articles  of 
military  supplies  in  the  Confederate  States  obtained  from  abroad  by 
the  Government.  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  2,000  horses  can  be 
had  in  a  short  space  of  time  along  the  lines  of  Virginia  and  Korth 
Carolina  from  the  enemy's  lines  if  money  can  be  supplied,  and  at 
prices  perhax>s  not  greater  than  we  expect  to  pay  in  Mexico. 

I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  request  that  I  may  be  officially  informed 
as  soon  as  possible  the  decision  in  reference  to  the  before-mentioned 
subjeotB,  in  order  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  give  General  Lee  an  exact 
statement  showing  to  what  extent  he  can  rely  upon  this  office  for  the  * 
animals  deemed  necessary  to  place  his  army  on  a  footing  for  active 
service  in  the  spring.  I  have  not  been  able  so  far  to  reply  fully  to 
General  Lee's  inquiries,  for  the  reasons  herein  stated  as  remaining 
open  for  determination. 

I  have  the  honortobe,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  COLE, 

M(yor  and  Insp.  Gen.  Field  Transportaiiony  C.  S.  Army. 

[InoloBQTs  'So.  2.]  • 

3£emorandv/m,  of  resources  of  Departmeni  of  Clothing^  Camp  Equi- 
page, and  MisceUaneotts  Stores. 

1.  The  inclosed  report  will  show  what  has  been  furnished  the  armies 
of  the  Confederate  States  in  the  way  of  clothing  within  the  past  six 
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months.  The  issues  show  a  fair  prorision  in  all  articles  save  orer- 
ooats  and  flannel  jackets^  and  in  some  instances  an  cztiavagant  oon- 
Bamption  of  supplies.  The  condition  of  the  troops  in  connection  with 
the  issues  made  BnggeBta  either  an  imperfect  distribution  of  supplies, 
or  waste  on  the  part  of  the  individual  soldiers,  Qr  it  may  be  both.  The 
latter  is  known  to  prevail  to  an  extent  that  makes  it  a  great  abuse. 

2.  As  to  the  future  the  greatest  difficulty  will  be  to  provide  the 
raw  material — wool  and  leather — the  former,  especially.  The  manu- 
facturing facilities  are  ample.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  supply  the 
deficiency  of  wool  from  the  trans-Mississippi  region,  where  it  is  abun- 
dant. Some  deliveries  have  recently  been  made  on  this  side.  The 
wool  is  worked  up  as  rapidly  as  had.  By  using  cotton  clothing  dur- 
ing the  summer  and  spring  and  reserving  the  woolen  goods  tor  fall 
and  winter,  it  is  hoped  and  believed  that  enough  may  be  had  to  pre- 
vent suffering  next  winter.  We  will  get  through  tbis  seastfn  without 
much  trouble.  There  is  a  fair  supply  of  leather,  or  hides  in  the  vats, 
and  a  moderate  supply  of  shoes  on  hand. 

The  blankets  now  in  the  hands  of  the  soldiers  must  be  turned  in  in 
the  spring  for  reissue,  as  there  is  not  in  the  entire  Confederacy  a 
single  establishment  that  makes  them.  Machinery  had  been  ordered 
from  abroad.  The  supply  of  cotton  clothing  has  heretofore  been 
abundant  and  is  now  ample.  There  will  be  no  diffieulty  hereafter  on 
this  head,  at  least  so  long  as  the  railroad  connections  can  be  relied  on  , 
to  make  the  raw  material  of  one  section  available  in  another.  It  is 
now  very  hard  to  keep  the  factories  in  Tirginia  even  partially  sop- 
plied  with  cotton. 

To  accomplish  ai^rtJiing,  however,  it  i^  really  indispensable  that 
some  relief  be  extended,  and  that  promptly,  as  follows: 
~  First.  Money,  or  some  equivalent,  must  be  had  to  keeptiie  machin- 
ery of  the  department  going.  Arrearages  especially  should  be  pro- 
vided for.  For  instance,  over  $5,000,000  is  now  due  to  the  factory 
interest  alone  for  goods  long  since  delivered  and  expended,  and  that, 
too,  after  a  liberal  use  of  call  certificates,  non-taxable  bonds,  and  even 
the  raw  material — cotton.  All  the  factories  are  under  contract  to 
deliver  at  fair  rates  two-thirds  of  their  production.  They  all  work 
under  a  uniform  system;  one  built  up  with  care  and  labor,  and  with  a 
result  perfectly  satisfactory.  The  whole  unfortunately  is  about  to 
crumble  in  for  the  want  of  funds,  the  factories  being  without  the 
means  to  meet  current  expenditures,  even  at  times  to  pay  taxes. 
Their  only  relief  is  to  put  their  production  upon  the  market,  and  the 
department  is  in  no  i>osition  to  complain  of  the  loss  of  material. 

Second.  If  money  can  be  supplied,  then  the  system  of  barter  now  ■ 
almost  universal  should  be  cheeked  or  at  least  placed  under  restric- 
tions. The  necessities  of  the  Subsistence  Bureau  have  compelled  with 
it  a  free  resort  to  barter.  The  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau  has  also  gone 
lai^ely  into  it.  In  Virginia  especially  this  has  been  done.  Material 
needed  for  the  manufacture  of  clothing  for  the  Army  has  been  diverte<i 
from  its  legitimate  use.  Thus  cotton  is  expended  here  when  the  fac- 
tories have  stopped  work  for  the  wantof  same;  cotton  yarns  are  made 
way  with,  needed  for  army  socks;  and  also  shirtings  and  osnabui^, 
needed  for  clothing  and  forage  sacks.  The  Subsistence  Bureau  has 
now  some  150  bales  of  osnaburg^  stored  here  to  be  used  in  barter,  and 
this  department  is  without  a  single  yard  of  material  to  make  into 
shirts  or  drawers.  General  liCe  represents  his  army  to  be  in  want  of 
underclothing,  and  a  call  has  recently  been  made  for  12,000  shirts, 
which  for  the  first  time  could  not  bo  sent  forward  promptly.  Tha1> 
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illustrates  strongly  the  drawbacks  resulting  from  an  attempt  to  relieve 
tiie  neeessities  of  one  branch  of  the  Bervlce  by  diverting  irregularly 
material  due  to  another.  If  barter  must  continue,  can*t  it  be  restricted, 
and  as  far  as  possible  articles  like  tobacco  nsed  in  lien  of  what  goes 
to  mi^e  up  essential  military  suppUes?  The  department  has  strug- 
gled on  sncceasfoUy  in  the  past  notwithstanding  this  serious  difficulty, 
but  some  relief  is  needed  for  the  future. 

In  the  same  way  hides  of  beeves  slaughtered  by  commissaries  are 
made  way  with,  though  due  to  this  department  under  general  orders, 
and  absolutely  essential  to  the  continued  supply  of  shoes  to  the  Army. 
The  practice  of  purchasing  beeves  with  the  obligation  to  return  the 
hides  to  the  seller  should  be  discontinued. 

Third.  Some  protection  similar  to  that  given  to  the  factory  oper- 
atives by  Special  Orders,  No.  310,  paragraph  XXXII,  should  be 
extended  to  th^  detailed  men  of  mechanical  skill  employed  in  the 
established  workshops  of  the  department,  so  as  to  guard  against 
nnnecessuy  interruptions  and  consequent  loss  of  supplies. 

With  some  relief  in  these  partionlars  to  develop  home  resources, 
and  such  aid  as  may  be  looked  for  from  abroad  through  contracts 
enoonraging  individual  enterprise,  a  reasonable  confidence  is  felt  that 
a  sufficiency  of  army  clothing  can  be  provided,  at  least  for  the  present 
year. 

These  remarks  apply  equally  to  camp  equipage  and  miscellaneous 
stores. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  B.  B.  CBOSS, 

Ma^or. 

[InolMnre  No.  3.] 

confedera.tk  states  quartermaster's  department, 
Office  Supebintendbnt  Kailroad  Transportation, 

Michmondy  Februatry  10^  1866, 

Brigadier-Qeneral  Lawton, 

Qttartermaster-  Oenerol  : 

General  :  In  making  the  report  you  ordered  upon  the  condition  and 
wants  in  regard  to  transportation  by  railroad,  It  may  not  be  improper 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  cause  of  the  difficulties  which  have  always 
attended  it  with  increasing  force  as  this  city  is  approached. 

In  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  where  transitortation  bears  the 
most  heavily  because  of  its  increasing  volume  as  you  approach  Bich- 
mond,  the  roads  are  the  least  able  to  bear  it.  They  were  constructed 
and  equipped  to  transport  that  great  stream  of  travel  between  the 
North  and  South,  and  with  no  expectation  of  a  heavy  freighting  busi- 
ness, prepared  themselves  with  such  machinery  as  was  adapted  to 
carrying  a  light  train  very  rapidly.  So  long  as  the  Army  could  draw 
»npplies  from  any  quarter,  and  the  lines  running  south  as  far  as  Wil- 
Txiington  and  Charlotte  were  called  on  only  to  transport  men,  the  work 
was  performed  promptly  and  well;  but  when  supplies  failed  in  Vir- 
ginia and  North  Carolina,  and  G^rgia  and  South  Carolina  had  to 
furnish  them,  an  immense  business  was  at  once  created  upon  those 
lines,  which  they  were  unprepared  to  meet;  their  engines  were  light 
and  few  in  number,  and  their  cars  the  same.  Had  the  gauge  of  the 
t^xncks  sontii  suited,  machinery  might  have  been  drawn  from  there; 
bnat  this  not  being  so,  we  have  had  to  stru^le  against  a  heavy  business 
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with  inadequate  meuifi  of  performing  it.  Under  these  dronnustaneoB 
any  maehinery  will  depreciate ;  it  is  overworked  and  not  weU  attended 
to,  and  must  ineTitably  g">^  less  reliable.  Kew  cars  are  being  bnilt, 
though  the  difficulties  enconntered  retard  the  progress  very  mnoh; 
bat  new  engines  cannot  be  mannfactared  in  the  Confederacy. 

•It  becomes  all-important,  then,  that  those  we  have  should  be  pre- 
served in  good  repair,  and  here  we  meet  the  really  great  difficulties 
arising  from  the  scarcity  of  mechanics  and  materials.  The  hardships 
of  the  war  and  the  fear  of  conscription  have  induced  many  of  this 
class  to  leave  the  Confederacy.  Most  of  them  were  natives  of  the 
United  States,  feeling  bnt  little  or  no  interest  in  onr  country  or  cause. 
They  are  generally  of  a  roving  fuid  reckless  character,  forming  attach- 
ments to  places  but  rarely,  and  impatient  of  restr^t.  Many  of 
them  enlisted  and  have  been  killed,  so  that  the  number  in  the  oountoy 
has  been  constantly  decreasing.  This  defioieney  cannot  be  supplied 
as  in  ordinary  times  by  the  instruction  of  apprenticeB  because  the 
conscript  law  takes  them  for  the  Army  just  at  the  period  when  they 
are  learuiijg  to  be  useful,  nor  can  they  be  induced  to  come  from 
abroad  at  the  present  pay,  and  with  the  fear  of  the  Army  before  them. 

To  the  want  of  mechanics  is  to  be  added  the  want  of  materials.  Not 
a  single  bar  of  railroad  iron  has  been  rolled  in  the  Confederacy  since 
the  war,  nor  can  we  hope  to  do  any  better  during  the  coutinaanoe.  The 
main  lines  will  be  kept  up  by  despoiling  the  side  lines,  bnt  if  oar  lines 
should  expand  and  the  rails  and  machinery  be  taken  away  by  the 
enemy  we  could  not  replace  them.  But  without  discussing  the  supply  i 
of  rails,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  a  special  commission,  there  are  | 
many  articles  of  iron  which  cannot  be  had  because  of  its  scarcity.  ' 
Aside  from  iron  there  are  copper,  pig-tin,  steam  gauges,  cast  steel, 
files,  Ao.t  without  which  it  is  impossible  to  maintain  engines.  They 
are  as  necessary  as  iron,   ^retofore  a  small  supply  ^s  been  had 
through  Wilmington,  but  with  that  port  dosed  we  are  cut  off  entirely, 
except  by  trading  with  the  enemy  and  paying  in  ootton.  With 
plenty  of  mechanics  and  material  the  machinery  now  in  use  could  be 
improved  and  there  would  be  a  corresponding  improvement  in  trans- 
portation; but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  as  machinery  grows 
older  it  takes  more  work  to  keep  it  in  efficient  condition,  and  there- 
fore the  same  men  and  material  now  do  nbt  aooomplish  so  much  as  : 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war.  ' 

Your  earnest  attention  is  called  to  the  entire  absence  of  resx>onsi- 
bility  of  railroad  officers  to  any  military  authcnrily.  It  is  true  tiiere 
is  a  kind  of  moral  influence  exercised  over  l^em  rather  from  some 
undefined  idea  that  the  hand  of  Gk>vemment  can  reach  them  than 
from  any  other  cause.  The  public  and  indeed  most  of  the  officers  are 
under  the  impression  that  your  Bureau  has  supreme  power  over  all 
the  railroads  and  trains  in  the  Confederacy,  and  had  bat  to  order 
them  at  your  wiU  to  any  point  you  desired.  As  to  the  men,  they  are 
exempt  and  enjoy  almost  entire  immunity  from  the  ordinary  means 
of  punishment.  The  only  attempt  yet  made  to  render  the  railroads 
amenable  to  some  authority  has  resulted  in  a  law  so  full  of  loop- 
holes that  it  is  inoperative.  These  are  the  main  reasons  why  our  rail- 
road transportation  is  already  deficient  and  daily  depreciating. 
Efforts  are  being  made  to  purchase  materials,  but  success  is  quite 
uncertain.  At  present  this  want  Is  not  so  serious  as  the  want  of 
mechanics,  though  it  may  become  so  if  the  materials  are  not  obtained. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  that,  notwithstanding  ttie 
scarcity  and  value  of  this  kind  of  transportation,  it  receives  but  Uttlei 
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pTOteotion  or  Becnrity  from  cor  Mmies,  which  seems  strange,  when 
not  only  their  comfort  bat  their  safety  depends  on  its  eMciency. 
As  cases  in  point,  and  of  recent  date,  is  the  loss  of  cars  and  engines  - 
at  Atlanta,  GriswoldTille,  Gordon,  uid  Savannah,  footing  up  prob- 
ably 25  engines  and  400  cars,  or  an  equipment  greater  than  we  now  ^ 
have  to  work  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad. 

I  am,  general,  very  respeotfnl^j  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SIMS, 
lAetUenanf'CdUmel  and  QttaHerrnaaier. 


[Fbbruart  16,  1865. — For  Longstreet  to  Kerehaw,  Pickett,  and 
Benning,  asking  nn  expression  of  opinion  on  the  subject  of  putting 
negroes  into  the  field  as  soldiers,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  II, 
p.  1236.] 


Dear  Sir:  The  present  state  of  the  country  justifies  any  one  in 
presenting  for  the  consideration  of  the  Government  well-meant  sug- 
gestions, even  if  they  should  appear  crude  to  those  who  are  better 
informed. 

The  tone  of  public  sentiment  and  the  tenor  of  present  legislation 
indicate  that  the  call  of  General  Lee  for  negro  troops  will  be 
responded  to. 

I  suggest  that  the  maximum  number  allowed  to  be  raised  should  be 
half  a  million. 

I  do  not  suppose  that  so  many  are  required  or  could  be  obtained. 
But  to  place  the  maximum  at  this  figure  would,  I  believe,  inspire 
dread  in  the  minds  of  our  enemy,  who  exaggerates,  through  igno- 
rance, our  power  in  this  particular;  and  further,  to  call  for  half  a 
million  would,  by  the  effect  upon  the  minds  of  owners  and  slaves, 
facilitate  and  insure  the  raising  of  200,000. 

The  second  suggestion  I  would  make  is,  that  in  the  event  of  the 
troops  being  rais^  you  might  command  the  services  of  our  corps  of 
cadets  with  their  officers  to  perform  the  work  of  oi^anization  and 
drilling  in  the  shortest  time,  and  With  the  greatest  ef&cieucy. 

In  1861,  between  the  20th  of  April  and  the  20th  of  June,  the  cadets 
drilled  15,000  men  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  and  if  a  large 
camp  of  instruction  were  established  at  Camp  I^e  the  same  work 
could  be  done  for  all  of  tfie  negro  troops  that  would  be  sent  there. 

Allow  me  to  say  that  these  sug^i^tions  are  the  result  of  conversa- 
tion among  some  of  the  ofKoers  of  our  school,  and  the  last  one  is  con- 
tained in  a  letter  to  me  from  Gteueral  Smith,  our  superintendent,  who 
ia  now  absent  at  Lexington. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  Ber\-ant, 

J.  T.  L.  PRESTON, 
Acting  Superintendent  Virginia  MUitary  InsHkUe. 


Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 
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Richmond,  Vti.,  F^nwry  18^  1886, 

jErFKBSON  DAVIB, 

I^residefd  of  the  Confederate  SUties: 

Snt:  I  invite  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  this  Department  in 
respect  to  its  claim'  upon  the  Treasury,  and  the  necessity  for  prompt 
attention  to  that  claim. 

The  requisitions  of  this  Department  on  the  Treasury  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war  have  been  as  follows: 


1861   tB»,m,m.n 

1862.    898,859,486.51 

1868   612,878,188.54 

1864   «ro,683,3»6.89 

1866   97,028,970.14 


Total-   1,787,746,121.88 


Of  the  requisitions  for  18G4  and  1865  there  remain  unpaid  the  snm 
of  $161,322,573.45,  and  besides  this  the  sum  of  160,601,422.58,  which 
were  drawn  prior  to  the  Ist  of  April  last  in  old  issue  returned  to  the 
Treasury.  The  amount  actually  drawn  from  the  Treasury  in  1864 
was  but  $422,344,319.10.  Of  this  sum  $320,721,116  was  paid  since 
the  1st  of  July  last,  showing  that  only  $101,623,203.10  was  paid  daring 
the  first  six  months  of  the  last  year. 

This  statement  will  account  for  the  lai^e  arrears  in  this  Depart- 
ment. The  whole  of  the  facts  will  show  that  the  arrearages  must  be 
much  greater  than  is  apparent  from  the  preceding  statement,  by  a 
comparison  of  the  expenditures  of  this  Department  with  those  of  the 
War  Department  of  the  United  States. 

The  expenditures  of  that  Department  for  the  year  ending  30th  of 
June,  1862,  are  as  follows: 


jTme80,1862   $894,868,407.36 

1868    899,398,600.83 

Estimate  for  year  1864   788, 8S»,  14«.  80 

Six  mouths  of  1864,  till  December  81   869, 414, 078. 40 


Total    2,101,910,728.89 


When  it  is  considered  that  the  currency  of  the  Confederate  Stiriies 
has  been  inferior  to  that  of  the  United  States  during  the  whole  term 
of  the  war,  and  that  all  of  the  material  of  supply  has  been  obtained 
with  difficulty  and  at  excessive  prices  in  the  Confederacy,  the  com- 
parison is  not  out  of  place. 

The  estimated  arrearages  beyond  the  amount  of  the  requisitions  is 
$200,000,000,  and  this  estimate  is  under  rather  than  overthedeficiency. 

The  Army  pay  is  in  arrear  for  several  months.  This  is  an  excuse 
for  desertion,  the  sale  of  clothing,  equipments,  and  munition  by  the 
soldiers.  The  operatives  in  the  workshops  are  suffering,  and  many 
have  deserted.  The  railroad  service  is  reduced  to  the  lowest  point  of 
depression  from  the  same  cause.  The  soldiers  in  hospitals  and  who 
have  been  f  urloughed  or  returned  are  deprived  of  many  necessaries. 
Throughout  the  whole  country  discontent  and  discredit  has  arisen 
from  the  failure  to  pay  for  supplies  of  food  and  animals  tihat  have 
been  impressed. 

It  is  plainly  impracticable  for  this  Department  to  oarry  on  any  of 
its  operations  under  such  a  condition  of  things. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Bichmondj  Fa.,  February  18^  1866. 
The  President  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following 
resolntion  of  the  Senate  adopted  on  the  24th  ultimo: 

^xtolvtd.  That  the  President  of  the  Confedwate  States  of  America  be  reepect- 
fnlljr  requested  to  fnniiBh  the  Senate — 

First.  "With  information  as  to  the  number  of  white  men  between  the  agee  of 
eigjiteen  and  forty-five,  and'  of  the  nmuber  of  negroes  who'  in  addition  to  their 
own  officers,  may  be  required  for  the  neceaaary  employments  and  the  proper  dis- 
charge  of  the  ftmctionB  of  the  Department  of  Medicine,  of  the  Commiasary-Gen- 
etal,  of  the  (^nartermaeter-Getierai,  of  the  Engineers,  of  the  Ordnance,  and  of  tihe 
Miter  and  Mining  Bnrean. 

Second.  A  like  estimate  as  to  the'  Poet-Offlce  and  Navy  Departments. 

Third.  A  like  estimate  in  regard  to  the  railroad  transportation  ol  the  ooimtiy, 
including  not  only  the  working,  bat  the  equipment,  repairs,  and  constroctton,  in 
bis  consideration,  of  the  nnmoOT  required  for  snch  transportation. 

Fourth.  To  specify  the  railroads,  if  there  be  an^  such,  whose  repairs  and  con- 
Btjoction,  in  his  opinion,  will  be  necessary  for  military  purposes  and  ought  to  be 
effected  in  whole  or  in  part  by  appropriations  from  the  Confederate  Treasury. 

In  response  to  the  foregoing  resolntion  I  submit  the  inclosed  com- 
monications  from  the  respective  bnreans  of  this  Department  to  whose 
operations  the  inquiries  relate. 

From  these  it  will  appear  that  the  six  supply  departments  mentioned 
in  the  first  clause  of  the  resolution  require  for  their  operations — 


Siiw  wd  lUnlng  BarMtt  

BagkMsr  Ban«i  

Onfnance  DepartiDeDt  

UMlkal  Dvpartmant  <»bl»-bodied,  267;  dJuUed,  1,906) , 

CnuiiMmry  rfnooDMte)  

<)BirlaniiMt«r,  taamtn  «f  nOiwiis  


ToUI 


WUtw. 

KegroM. 

S,U7 
1.297 
8,6gi 
2,163 
736 
8,2M 

7,881 
31,126 
2.240 
2,000 
1,047 
S,4ftl 

iB,«a 

87,748 

Hie  estimate  of  tiie  Commissary-General  does  not  embrace  the  States 
of  Geoi^a  and  Florida,  for  the  reasons  stated  by  him. 

In  response  to  the  third  clause  of  the  resolution  the  Quartermaster- 
General  finds  himself  unable,  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  hira,  and  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Sims,  in  charge  of  railroad  transportation,  to  state 
the  number  of  men  required.  These  numbers  vary  so  greatly  with 
the  varying  conditions  of  the  country,  the  positions  of  the  armies,  and 
the  consequent  changing  demands  upon  different  railroads,  that  even 
an  approximation  in  numbers  is  difficult. 

In  response  to  tlie  fourth  clause,  the  Chief  of  Engineers  and  the 
Quartermaster- General  concur  in  indicating  the  following  as  tibe  most 
important  railroads,  the  repairs  or  construction  of  which  are  neces- 
»an*  for  military  purposes,  viz: . 

^ist,  the  connection  of  Columbia,  S.  C,  with  Augusta,  6a. ;  second, 
the  oonnection  of  Albany,  Oa. ,  with  Thomasville,  Ga. ;  third,  the  con- 
nection of  Union  Springs,  Ala. ,  with  Montgomery,  Ala. ;  fourth,  the 
connection  of  Mont^mery,  Ala.,  with  Selma,  Ala.;  to  which  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  adds:  Fifth,  the  completion  of  the  railroad  bridge 
over  the  Tombigbee  River  at  Demopolis,  Ala. 

I  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  that 
instead  of  making  separate  appropriations  for  the  construction  of 
particalar  works,  and  for  repairs,  that  a  general  appropriation  be 
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made  for  oonstrnotion  and  repairs  of  railroads  neeessary  for  military 
purposes,  to  be  api^ed  to  such  works  as  the  fature  exigencies  of  tlw 
war  shall  Indicate  to  be  moat  essential. 

Respeotfnlly,  your  obedient  serruLt, 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[February  18, 1865.— For  Gordon  to  Lee,  in  relation  to  enlistment 
of  negroes  as  soldiera,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LI,  Part  II,  p.  1063.]  ^ 


RiCHHOim,  Va.,  February  SO,  186S. 
The  House  of  Repbbsbntatitbs  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America: 

I  submit  herewith  to  your  honorable  body  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  dated  the  18th  Instant,  •  exhibiting  the  condition  to  which 
the  public  service  is  now  reduced  by  the  want  of  means  in  the  Treas- 
ury to  furnish  the  supplies  needful  for  the  Army  and  for  the  public 
defense.  The  ui^noy  for  the  passage  of  some  revenue  bill  has  now 
become  so  pressing  as  to  threaten  the  gravest  consequences.  I  am 
fully  aware  of  the  embarrassments  which  have  retarded  the  action  of 
the  House  in  the  performance  of  its  exclusive  constitutional  function 
of  originating  a  bill  for  raising  revenue,  and  that  the  great  diversity 
of  opinion  which  must  exist  on  so  complex  and  difficult  a  subject  has 
prevented  the  adoption  of  measures  recommended  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  of  the  House,  as  well  as  of  those  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  would,  however,  respectfully  suggest 
that  our  affairs  are  now  in  a  position  so  critical  that  objections  which 
under  other  circumstances  would  be  regarded  as  insurmountable  may 
well  be  waived  in  favor  of  any  scheme  of  finance  or  taxation  that  will 
enable  the  Treasury  promptly  to  meet  our  most  pressing  wants,  and 
tiukt  immediate  legislation,  even  if  somewhat  imperfect,  is  preferable 
to  wiser  measures  if  attended  with  delay. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  I  would  invoke  your  attention  to 
the  need  of  prompt  action  for  adding  to  our  strength  in  the  field. 
Very  few  weeks  now  remain  for  preparation,  and  we  are  threatened 
a  concentration  of  forces  around  us  whi^  cannot  be  sneoessf  ally 
resisted  without  the  aid  of  large  re-enforcements  to  our  urmies. 

It  is  with  trust  in  your  wisdom  and  patriotism  that  I  obey  the 
behest  of  the  Constitution  in  placing  before  you  this  information  of 
the  state  of  the  country,  confident  that  you  wiU  need  no  further  stimu- 
lus than  the  knowledge  of  these  facts  to  induce  such  action  as  will 
avert  the  perils  which  now  menace  our  country. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Lynchburg,  February  «0, 1866. 

His  Excellency  President  Jefferson  Davis, 

Bichmondy  Va.: 

Sir:  The  subject  of  an  adequate  suppty  of  food  and  clothing  for 
the  Army  and  people  is  one  of  the  most  important  now  forced  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  country.  We  are  cut  off  from  foreign  sup- 
plies, and  although  blessed  with  a  fertile  soil  and  an  abundance  of 
raw  material,  we  find  ourselves  unable  to  utilize  these  blessings  from 
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the  want  of  skilled  labor  and  machinery  for  converting  them  to  useful 
purposes,  so  that  in  the  midst  of  plenl^  ve  are  in  want.  The  enemy 
nave  systematic!^  destroyed  all  the  agricnltural  implements  and 
mannfaetnring  machinery  wherever  they  have  gone,  believing  that  we 
have  not  the  skill  or  energy  to  reproduce  them.  This  state  of  afiFairs 
arises  from  the  lamentable  indifference  which  we  showed  to  snch 
matters  before  the  war,  relying  on  others  to  furnish  us  with  much  of 
our  food,  all  the  means  for  prcKiucing  it,  and  nearly  all  of  our  cloth- 
ing. As  nearly  the  whole  world  have  shown  themselves  our  enemies 
in  this  great  contest,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  will  learn  to  provide 
for  ourselves  in  future.  The  question  now  arises,  Can  this  deficiency 
be  supplied  in  a  reasonable  length  of  time?  Having  had  much 
experience  in  such  matters  in  Europe  and  America,  I  reply,  with 
proper  energy  and  liberal  action  on  the  part  of  the  Government  it 
can.  I  have  already  arranged  for  the  manufacture  of  spinning 
maohineiy  and  looms  of  a  simple  and  cheap  pattern ;  also  agricultural 
implements,  such  as  are  most  needed,  and  now  ask  for  the  sympathy 
and  approval  of  Government  in  enabling  me  to  extend  the  sphere  of 
usefulness. 

Another  view  may  be  taken  of  this  subject.  The  depreciation  of 
the  cun-ency  has  gone  on  to  such  an  extent  that  in  many  places  it  has 
lost  its  purchasing  power,  thereby  compelling  resort  to  impressment, 
and  as  a  direct  consequence  thereof  lessening  production.  As  the 
value  of  Treasury  notes  decreases,  the  expenses  of  the  Government 
proportionately  increase,  and  if  this  continues  the  time  must  come 
when  they  will  be  totaUy  valueless  unless  some  assistance  can  be 
obtained  in  reducing  the  necessity  for  their  use  in  obtaining  supplies 
without  the  ssrstem  of  impressment,  so  objectionable  to  our  people. 
If  some  medium  of  exchange  or  barter  between  the  people  and  the 
GU>vemment  approximating  nearer  the  value  of  specie  than  Treasury 
notes  do  can  be  found,  of  which  the  latter  have  control,  and  the 
former  used,  much  relief  may  be  given  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  a  healthy  state  of  trade  re-established,  resulting  in  increased 
production,  and  doing  away  with  the  necessity  for  impressment — the 
curse  of  the  country.  There  is  one  particularly  suited,  sufSciently 
compressed  in  balk,  and  of  high  value,  and  will  admit  of  comx>ara- 
tively  esAy  and  cheap  transportation  from  point  to  point.  Cotton 
yams  are  needed  by  the  people  for  manufacturing  clothing,  for  which 
they  will  readily  exchange  the  products  of  their  farms,  on  a  specie 
basis.  The  Government  holds  a  large  amount  of  cotton,  which  is  now 
dead  capital.  It  also  controls  or  can  control  the  products  of  the 
factories.  Let  it  then  exchange  on  a  liberal  basis  with  Uie  factories ' 
cotton  fm-  yams  and  cloth,  and  if  needs  be  seize  all  of  the  cotton  for 
snch  purposes.  Then  exchange  those  yams  with  the  pe(^le  for 
agricultnm  products.  But  the  supply  of  yams  or  cloth  from  the  . 
factories  now  in  operation  would  not  be  sufficient  to  supply  the 
demand  for  both  Army  and  people.  More  machinery  must  be  put  in 
operation,  under  some  well-regulated  system,  so  that  the  whole 
country  may  become  one  great  manufactory.  The  Government  must, 
therefore,  encourage  the  establishment  of  more  factories  by  stimu- 
lating the  manufacture  of  machinery,  and  induce  the  people  to  weave 
more  cloth  than  they  need  for  their  own  use,  and  exchange  the  same 
for  some  article  which  the  Govemment  may  have  arid  that  they  need — 
Treasury  notes  or  even  specie.  In  this  way  the  necessity  for  the  use 
of  Treasury  notes  may  be  reduced  to  the  smallest  possible  limits,  and 
by  judicious  taxation  the  circulation  be  rapidly  reduced,  and  along 
with  it  the  expenses  of  the  Govemment. 
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In  order  to  carry  ont  this  system,  I  propose,  first,  the  removal  of  all 
factories,  or  their  most  valuable  machinery,  to  aafe  pdnts  sear  fche 
base  of  the  mountain  ranges,  where  water-power  is  abo&dirat  and 
approaches  by  the  enemy  difficult.  Next,  the  establishment  ot  rauU 
factories  at  various  points  of  like  character.  Around  these,  as  een- 
ters,  the  women  of  our  coantiy,  who  have  been  deprived  of  all  and 
driven  from  their  homes  by  the  enemy,  could  be  oolleeted  the  wives 
and  daughters  of  soldiers  and  others  in  indigent  circumstances. 
There  they  would  not  be  likely  to  be  disturbed  by  the  enemy.  Being 
thus  distributed,  could  be  much  more  easily  fed,  and  escape  the 
demoralizing  influence  of  large  cities,  and  the  country  be  greatly 
benefited  by  their  labor,  which  would  be  light  and  highly  remuner- 
ative to  them,  thereby  lessening  suffering  at  home,  and  consequently 
decreasing  discontent  in  the  Army.  So  situated,  no  one  raid  of  the 
enemy  could  inflict  irreparable  injury  to  the  country.  Cotton  would 
be  near  at  hand,  labor  abundant,  and  the  necessity  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  food  and  material  to  and  from  great  centers  of  trade  and 
manufacture  great^  reduced.  I  propose,  also,  to  famish  to  the 
women  of  the  country  generally  yams,  and  a  simple  and  cheap  pat- 
tern of  looms,  taking  pay  for  the  same  in  cloth  made  by  them.  This 
system,  once  inaugurated  under  a  properly  organized  bureau  of 
industry,  would  save  every  department  a  vast  deal  of  trouble  and 
expense,  and  in  a  short  time  almost  every  house  in  the  country  would 
be  contributing  its  weekly  quota  of  cloth  for  the  Army  and  people. 
I  am  aware  that  this  system  of  barter  has  been  adopted  t«  a  limited 
extent  by  some  of  the  departments,  but  the  supply  has  not  been  pro- 
portionate to  the  demand  for  the  article  most  needed.  What  I  now 
propose  is,  that  it  should  be  made  a  part  of  the  governmental  system, 
from  which  the  most  happy  results  would  ensue: 

First.  A  supply  of  food  and  clothing  for  the  Army  aaad  people  at  or 
near  a  specie  valuation. 

Second.  A  new  medium  of  exchange  would  be  established  between 
the  Government  and  people  at  or  nearer  specie  vc^ue  than  Treasury 
notes  now  are;  thus  the  expenses  of  the  Oovemment,  and  conse- 
quently taxation,  would  be  lessened,  and  the  necessity  for  impress- 
ment, so  objectionable  to  the  people,  alm(»t  entirely  avoided. 

Third.  The  utilization  of  the  cotton  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, rapidly  deteriorating  and  being  destroyed  or  captured  by 
the  enemy,  and  by  reason  of  the  closing  of  our  ports,  almost  useless. 

Fourth.  The  employment  of  the  female  labor  of  the  country  proflt- 
ably^nd  advantageously,  thereby  lessening  distress  at  home  and 
consequently  discontent  in  the  ranks  in  the  field. 

Fifth.  The  establishment  of  a  great  industries  system,  which  woald 
be  of  immense  advantage  during  the  war  and  give  us  practical  inde- 
pendence for  all  future  time.  I  claim  no  great  foresight  for  these 
suggestions,  for  they  are  called  forth  by  the  exigencies,  although  the 
principles  of  action  contained  therein  have  long  been  entertained; 
but  I  earnestly  hope  that  they  wiU  receive  due  consideration  by  the 
Government,  as  the  only  means  left  to  us  of  supplying  our  most 
pressing  wants. 

Under  a  firm  conviction  of  the  efficiency  and  practicability  of  the 
scheme,  I  have  commenced  the  work,  and  earnestly  ask  for  the  sym- 
pathy and  approval  of  the  Government  as  necessary  to  its  success. 
After  an  experience  of  twelve  years,  and  a  close  study  and  observa- 
tion of  the  industrial  systems  of  Europe  and  .America,  aided  by  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  resources  of  the  South,  I  am  prepared 
to  say  that  the  means  necessary  for  tlie  accomplishment  of  the  ends 
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in  view  can  be  obtained,  and  I  am  ready  to  do  all  that  I  can  in  oury- 
ing  the  scheme  to  a  practical  success. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THos.  E.  McNeill, 

CivU  and  Mechaniccd  JEngineer. 


Richmond,  Va.,  February  21,  1865. 

The  House  of  Representatives: 

In  response  to  your  resolution  of  the  30th  utimo  I  herewith  trans- 
mit for  your  information  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  relative  to  the  accessions  to  the  Army  from  each  StAte  sinoe 
Afnil  16,  1862;  to  the  number  of  persons  liable  to  conscription  who 
have  been  exempted  or  detailed,  and  to  the  number  of  those  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five,  and  not  unfitted  for  active  service 
in  the  field,  who  are  employed  in  the  several  States  in  the  manner 
indicated  in  your  inquiry. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS, 

[IndwDn.] 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Bichmond,  Fa.,  Febmary  20^  1865. 
The  President  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  following  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, adopted  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  referred  by  Your  Excel- 
lency to  this  Department  for  attention: 

Resolved,  That  the  Prudent  be  respectfnlly  requested  to  commnnicate  to  this 
House — 

First.  The  niimber  of  soldiers  from  each  State  added  to  the  military  service  by 
enrollment,  Tolnnteering  or  otherwise,  since  the  enactment  of  the  act  of  April  16, 
1803,  commonly  known  as  the  *'  conscript  act." 

Sec(md.  The  nnmber  of  those  within  the  conscript  age  exranpt  or  detailed,  dia- 
ciiminsting  as  to  tlie  classes  of  each  in  each  State. 

Third,  The  number  of  those  within  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years, 
not  disabled  or  unfit  for  active  service  in  the  field,  who  are  employed  m  the 
respective  States  in  executing  the  law  of  conscription,  or  in  connecnon  with  post 
commisBaries  and  poet  qnartermaaten,  oc  otherwise,  in  derogation  (rf  existing 
laws. 

In  response  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the 
superintendent  of  conscription,  containing  the  information  called  for 
by  the  House. 

Very  resx»ectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Sab-lBolonue.] 

Confederate  States  of  Ambbica,  War  Department, 

Bureau  of  Conscription, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  February  — ,  1865. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Breoeinbidge, 

Secretary  of  War: 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  papers  here- 
with inclosed,  respectively  marlced  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  K,  and 
L,  in  response  to  a  call  for  information  of  the  30th  ultimo  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Confederate  States,  by  the  followinj^ 
resolution,  which  was  referred  by  you  to  this  Bureau,  with  instruts- 
tions  to  furnish  the  information  required.* 


*  Beeolntion  (here  omitted )  embodied  in  next,  ante. 
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The  paper  marked  A  shows  the  number  of  persons  enrolled  and 
assigned  to  the  Army  sinoe  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  April  16,  1862. 

B  gives  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  number  who  have  volun- 
teered since  tite  passage  of  said  act.  These  persons,  for  the  most 
^artt  regarded  it  as  dis^ttoefol  to  be  conscribed,  and  went  directly  to 
the  Army,  avoiding  enrollment  and  assignment  from  the  camp  of 
instruction.  There  is,  therefore,  no  record  of  them  at  the  camps  and 
no  means  of  making  an  estimate.  Though  called  "volunteers,"  their 
joining  the  service  was  compulsory,  and  should  be  accredited  to  the 
enei^  exhibited  in  the  enforcement  of  conscription.  This  estimate 
is  regarded  as  much  too  small. 

C  exhibits  the  number  of  persons  ascertained  by  the  Medical  Board 
to  be  inca{)able  of  performing  service  in  the  field,  who  have  been 
assigned  under  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
February  17, 1864,  to  the  various  branches  of  service  for  which  they 
were  recommended  by  said  Board. 

D  exhibits  the  number  of  persons  exempted  of  the  several  claaaeB 
of  exempts  enumerated  ui  the  said  act  of  Congress. 

B  exhibits  the  number  of  agricultural  details. 

F  exhibits  the  number  of  details  allowed  for  reasons  of  pnblie 
necessity. 

0  exhibits  the  number  of  details  allowed  the  several  bureaus  and 
departments  of  service  upon  the  certificates  of  the  chiefs  or  heads 
thereof  that  the  persons  applied  for  were  indispensable  to  the  public 
service,  exclusive  of  the  details  of  contractors,  artisans,  mecnuiics, 
Ac,  for  Government  service. 

H  exhibits  the  details  of  contractors  with  the  Government  to  furnish 
supplies;  also  allowed  upon  certificates  of  heads  of  departments  that 
the  persons  applied  for  were  indispensable. 

1  exhibits  the  number  of  details  of  artisans,  mechanics,  Ac.  These 
are  also  allowed  upon  certificates  of  the  chiefe  or  heads  of  departments 
that  the  persons  applied  for  are  experts,  skilled  and  indispensable  to 
the  public  service,  in  conformity  with  General  Orders,  No.  77,  Adju- 
tant and  Inspector  General's  Office,  of  1864. 

E  exhibits  the  number  of  deserters  returned  to  the  Army  by  the 
agencies  of  conscription.  This  statement  is  not  called  for  by  the  reso- 
lution, but  it  is  deemed  important  for  the  information  of  Congress. 

L  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  several  statements  furnished. 

The  records  of  the  Bureau  do  not  show  that  any  persons  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years,  capable  of  service  in  the  field, 
are  employed  in  the  business  of  conscription,  except  officers  whose 
commands  have  been  consolidated,  and  have,  therefore,  no  appropriate 
ser\'ice  in  the  field,  and  the  drill-masters  assigned  to  the  business  of 
conscription.  Conscripts  employed  as  enrolBng  officers  are  taken 
from  the  list  of  those  unfit  for  field  service. 

This  Bureau  has  no  means  of  showing  the  number  of  persons  between 
eighteen  wid  forty-five  years  of  age,  capable  of  field  service,  who  are 
in  the  employment  of  post  quartermasters  or  post  eommissaries.  It 
is  not  informed,  and  it  is  not  usually  stated,  where  the  commissaries 
or  quarterma8ters  applying  for  details  are  stationed.  The  details, 
under  existing  orders,  can  only  be  granted  upon  the  certificate  of  the 
Quartermaster  and  Commissary  Generals  that  the  persons  applied  for 
are  experts  and  indispensable  to  the  public  service,  and  the  place  or 
post  of  employment  is  not  regarded  as  an  element  of  the  necessity 
which  demands  the  detail.  Hence  the  Bureau  institutes  no  inquiry 
upon  the  point. 
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In  order  to  render  tlie  report  as  accurate  as  the  imperfect  agencies 
alloved  tothe  enrolling  service  will  admit,  it  has  been  delayed  till  the 
preeent  time  to  obtain  the  latest  information  from  the  commandants 
of  the  various  States,  furnished  by  their  monthly  consolidated  retams. 
I  un,  sir,  very  respectf-olW,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S,  PRESTON, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  and  Swperintmdeni. 

A.— Number  of  conacripta  enrolled  and  eutigned  io  the  Army  from  emnpa  of 
matrueHan  ttnee  the  act  of  Congreaa,  4prtJ  iff,  JS6S. 


state. 


VlrglsU  

South  CuoUiw 

G«or^U  

AlatMuiut ....... 

Uiululppl  

FlMid»  

B«st  LonisUD* 
Baak  TctmMMB 


Number. 


IS,  MS 
21,348 
9,1» 

14.875 
8.001 
3Q2 
81 
6.320 


i^l.M8 


Boarki. 


ExolaaiTS  of  the  opermtiott*  of  Oenenl  Pillow. 

Do. 

Saiipend«d  and  under  Geoenl  Cobb  till  Janiwry,  IMS. 
From  September  r^Mirt,  eomDieneed  in  August,  1M4. 


B. — Approxhnate  estimate  of  men  who  have  joined  the  Arm;y  rince  AprU,  186S, 
without  poising  through  camps  of  instru^ion. 


State. 


Virciiiia  

Ko^CaraliiM. 
Sooth  Cuolliw . 

Georgia  

AlsbuBa  

Hinbaippl  

Florida  

XMt  Lonlaiaoa. 
Eaat  Tenneaaw. 

Total  


Remarks. 


Tbla  la  merely  an  approximate  estimate,  and  tbe  exaot  nam. 
ber  can  only  beobtaltiedfrom  the  A^jQlant  and  laspeetor 
Oeaeral'a  (Mloe.  Thla  nomlMr  ia  raeunied  aa  b^ng  toe 
small. 


C. — Assignmenta  under  section  8  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  February  17, 1864. 


i 


1,S08 
1,001 
733 
224 
41 

2e 

49 

1,083 
07 
02. 
SS3 
318 
B54 

lee 

2 
404 


Conscription  servlM  

Qaaxtermaeter'a  Departmeot . 

Oomzniasarv  DeparUnent  

ce  Department  


Ordoance  Department . 

Sn^lDeer  Depaitmsat  

Nrnvy  Deparunent  

Po*t-Offloe  Department  

lledical  Department  

XreMnry  DepartnMtt  

Kttar  and  H&iag  Department. 

Prwoat  guard  

Post  giiafd  

Oasmp  gnacd  

Hosmal  guard. 


006 
726 
IH 
66 
0 

e 

36 
678 
74 
8 
100 
44 
2 
38 


M 

B34 
38 
16 
7 
1 


Bridavgurd  

Btiirl'"  gnard   271 


11 


308 
lOB 
04 
18 
8 
10 
4 
64 
14 
3 
103 
222 
78 


137 
ISO 
66 
78 
7 


144 

271 
100 
46 
9 
6 


104 

208 
264 
12 


200 


67 


1«3 
8 
53 


18S 
40 


88 


2 


1 
81 
1 
1 

126 
17 


60 


40 


19 


Total   2.7B0     716     1,128     904     1,046  1   866    9*    80    40  7,738 


*So  in  copy ;  bnt  factors  only  produce  the  sum  of  73,302. 
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State. 


TliicinU   ISutdlB.... 

l7andU.... 


ToUl 


•.HI 

117 
880 


<.745 


KortUCaroliu   18Mid45.... 

;  ITaadlS.... 
4SaiidS0.....  I  M 


ToUl .... 
SoatbCandlii*. 


18ft&d49.... 
17  Mid  18.... 
UandiW.... 


Total. 
O«orglft  


ITuiA  U.... 
45  And  BO.... 


Total. 
AlkbwnR  ... 


Total. 
MlMlHippl. 

Total. 
Florida  


Total  

BMt  TimiieuM. 


18  and  45.... 
17u>d  18.... 
40  ud  60.... 


7,885  «» 


1,8H  I  373 

,  I  

  103 


1,8M  I  470 

'.  "eo" 


9,6»  I  400 


1,728 
107 
700 


s,5ss  I  as 


2,483  I  50 
108  .... 
881  15 


2,900  I  05 


2,665  10 

IK 
1,073 


3,983 


21 


140  ,  2«6 


807  I  382 


(6} 


378 

"ii 


8,229  I  449 


762  '  537 

2   

571  ;  18B 


1,888  !  720 


S-5 


81 


15 


IS 


I8uid45....:  1,402 
17and]S....'  65 


46ud50.... 


18aiul4S.... 
17  and  18.... 
45  and  50.... 


562 


2,019 


183 
6 
4S 


237 


18  and  ih.... 
17  and  18.... 
45andS0.... 


270 

"zi 


201 


X«Bt  tioaialaaa   18  and  46. 

17  uiil  18. 
45  and  50. 


Total. 


56 


91  {  310  1 

22»  I  262  i  2 


99 


18  . 
"7 


120  SO 


34 


38 
"2' 


44 


40  .  44 


46  ,  15 


IS 


21 


14 


12 


12 


83 


3  0. 
^3 


i 

in 
O 


'83 


1B6 


09 


70 


180 


155 


«  I  14 

T|~6 


100  I  oa  >  Ml 

■  '7  l  iiiT" « 


113 


68 


48 


760  {  161 
164 


874 


442 


487 


8  I  106 


m 
"is 


196 


196 

"ii 


46  i  509  I  lis 


68  598 

1 

12 


81 


208 


798 


46 


SB 


SO  I  343  I  116 

"a  "«'|"'i5 

30  I  403  I  IM 

"6"i~*ri  3 

1 '  I  

_i I  *\  > 

K 
13 


7  I  27 


2  I  4 


38 


.1  20  I  .  4 


a  Tbe  special  report  of  the  ootnnMBduit  fUled  to  dbcriminata  the  agea  of  State  olBean  and  Ooao 
fonnd  ph  jateally  disabled. 
tTbereportof  oommandant  failed  todi«arimlmatoUMas«aof  thomtnlMrof  excinptaaaStatooBoan. 
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Google 
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D. — £iBenip«OTw— Continued. 


1103 


Total  .... 
VmACmUam. 


TMal  .... 


ToUl 


Totel 


Total 

Ttttal 
narfd»  


Total   

latTcaiMMM . 


Total  

bstLoaWM*.. 


Total 


Age. 


Uud  18. 
4ft  ndU. 


Umh145. 
17  ud  18. 


ISiBdlS. 

17  and  18. 

uukiso. 


18  and  46. 
17  and  18. 
4B«iulS0. 


Uand4S. 
17 and  IB. 
46  and  SO. 


18  and  46. 
iTaad  18. 
46  and  M. 


18  and  15. 
17  and  18. 
4ft  and W. 


18  and  45. 
17  and  18. 
4ft  Mid  60. 


18  and  45. 
17  and  18. 
49  and  60. 


H 

8-S 

11 


448 

8 
102 


87 


1,I0B 


1,108 
So 

28 
SO 


136 


48  1   M  ,  » 


8 


1 


826 

"is' 


IS,  see 

121 
781 


188  I  72    107  I  25  I  8 


240 


731 
h 
127 


812 
17 
117 


863 


MO 


1.214 
10 
346 


1.670 


874 
0 
S«7 


1,447 


087 


47 


100  47 


289  '  ]4l  it 

31   1.... 

22 


20  i  3 
342  I  107  I  49 


853 
IH 
131 


106  I  20    12 


>,  002    108  22 


770 
73 
247 


41  I  14 

....  1 
7  5 


1.000 


4fi5 
4 

192 


268 
22 
36 


48  I  20 


12 


120  8 

1 ;  2 

40  1  3 


10 


167  I  13 


(tet 

124 


29 


isa 


135> 

1 

16 


152 


65 


41 


....  66 


Ml  13,439 


18, 604 

4,888 
138 
1,S]8 

6.838 


16,248 

~B,022 
289 
8,007 


10,218 

To© 

02 
1,054 


4,108 

600 
10 
129 


748 


10 


547 
'"26 

In 


218 


Qimd  total.  M.S86.* 

*  So  in        ;  bat  factors  prodnoe  the  sum  of  67,064. 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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C0KBE8P0NDENCE,  ETC. 
E.— Agricultural  detaU*. 


. 

<• 

§ 

s 

m 

1 

a 

s 

1 

■n 

s 

9 

State. 

AfB. 

§^ 

?2 

5 

3 
S 

1 

s 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

to 

U 

81 

u; 

1 

B 

IS 

8 

9» 

21S 

201 

418 

Total  

A 

40 

208 

201 

005 

.  ■■  - 

— ■■ — 

-  ~  - 

7 

40 

102 

148 

a 

8 

8 

68 

77 

8 

48 

173 

238 

13 

J4 

IS 

8 

1 

1 

8 

7 

17 

22 

98 

68 

8:t 

SB 

87 

U< 

SI 

33 

3H 

812 

SSMt= 

1»7 

3 

218 

~n 

iT 

7 

1 

10 

10 

81 

M 

ICS 

224 

155 

80 

MS 

418 

206 

443 

258 

128 

1,5C8 

i  ImIi  ■■■■ 

18  Atui  IR 

ft 

It 

1  J 

U 

37 

iS  Mid  60  

1 

t 

4 

S 

14 

14 

M 

4 

9 
O 

9 

IG 

6 

5 

3 

8 

U 

M 

umiUa.  

2 

! 

6 

2 

7 

2 

U 

S 

2 

9 

2   

IB 

1 

1 

Onwd  total,  2,717. 

Not*.— 81b oe  Genenl  Ordcn,  No.  77,  AdjaUnt  *nd  laapeclor  Genecmra  Offloe,  only  iimb  (tonnd  foe 
"UBhtdaty"  hftve  boaa  detallod  m  »griciil(nrUtM. 

r. — Details  on  account  of  public  necessity. 


Stirte. 


Tliylnl* 


Totia  

NortiiCoroliiM. 


To.«l. 


ISaod  45. 

17uiA  18. 
4SK)d50. 


18  and  45. 

17  ud  18. 
45  and  50. 


*   a  9  "4  * 


St 

S5 


93 


45 

'12 


'  as 

s 

'""4 


93  ;  57 


88  I  14 


17  41 


2« 


S' 
13 


I  I 


83 


16 


10  27 


8  I  41 
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v.— Details  on  tuxount  of  public  necesntp — Continaed. 


state 

Age. 

1^ 

m 

H 

1 

H 

a 

8  . 

a  0 

1 

1 

1 

H 

ii 

s 

I 

i 

u 

Q 

?l 
as 

£ 

a 
« 

1 

1 

■  £ 

Police  depart- 

t 

S 
■ 

:  0 

■* 

1 1^ 

1  ^  ■ 
<  b 

aS 

t 

Uandtf... 
17 and  U... 
WawlBO... 

120 
21 

at 

1 

3 

144 
34 
26 

11 

1 

.  1! 

1 

12 

1 

1 

.  11 

11 

172  1  18 

3 

204 

1 
IS 

12 

3 

 1  81 

u 

'~37 

It  and  40... 
17  and  U... 
4ftaad60... 

■  ■■ 

23 
2 
6 

....  \  4! 

610 

aV 
GO 

3 

14 

277 
18 

18 

10 

  L_. 

1 

8 

1 

3 

'■  15 

3 

408 

4 



14 

328 

18 

19 



29 





13 

  61 

29 

ieaiid46.... 

8 

12 

1 

1 

~  1  i  4 

Total  

A 

0 

18 

1 

1 

1 

MlMtHtppl  

18  and  46 

1 

1 

1 

1 

ISandU... 

r 

i 

4(and  30.... 

1 

1  ! 

7 

 i  !  

■  16 



1 

1  T 

1 

7 

_  i. 1 

1 

State. 

Age. 

i 

J 

S 
S 

H 

• 

1 

S 

1 

! 
1 

3 

i 

iff 

i 

1 

1 

i 
1 

1 

■  ^ 

, 

a 

^! 

|i 

1 

a 

H 

m 

c 

3  >, 

i| 

.^^ 

J 

^1 

a  1 

i 

18  ana  46.... 
17«ad  18.... 
46  and  90.... 

1 

3 
120 

6 
7 
B9 

a 

4 

19 
123 

! 

1 

3 

27 

s 

2 
61 

47 

4  1 

138  ' 

803 
141 
1,465 

1 
97 

t4  ;  3 

oi  1  21 

90 

m 

1» 

71 

101 

146 

26  i  S  1  01  '  21 

727  1  27 

65 

180  , 

1,«T1 

U«nd46.... 
ITaadU.... 

82 

10 

18 

22 

2 1:...... 

~r 

17 
1 
0 

1 

22  1 

236 
78 
124 

«6 

8 

46 and  BO.... 

11 

4 

18 

23 

1   

2 

19 

43 

14 

86 

45 

3   

8 

24 

1  1  74 

Ji  ' 

437 

Sonth  CaralliHi  

3eoncI»  

Total  

"I 

31  1 

IS  and  45.... 

27 

7 

10 

34 

2  ....  3 

6 

19 
0 
78 

11 
"2" 

17 
23 
177 

451 
00 
615 

46  and  60.... 

22 

8 

30 

60 

6  ....  7 

6 

18  and  45.... 
17  and  18.... 
45  and  60.... 

M 

16 

40 

74 

7  ....  10 

12 

103 

13  1 

210 

62  ,  1,060 

~74~ 
2 

"47" 

94 

108 
1 

88 

"12"    3  20 

11 

89 

2 

46  ! 

"'7' 

46 
5 
149 

67 
1 

80 

1,428 
02 

e«o 

44 

17 

DO 

8     4  17 

12 

IM 

120 

04 

144 

147 

20     0  37 

23 

266 

S3 

203 

107  ' 

2. 148 

70  R  R— SBRDES  IV,  VOL  m 
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T.—DetaUa  on  aeeount  ofpiMie  iiecew<(y^-CoiitfinwcL 


SUto. 

An 
Ago. 

I 

■ 

J 

1 

a 
S 

1! 
|! 

3 

J 

ja 
% 

S 

3 

4 

0 
« 

.... 

i 

.a 

M 

In 

i 
■s 

s 
t 

i 

H  ■ 

1 

B 

a 
H 

• 

■2  J? 
**'s 
*  s 

g  1 

i 

Q 
« 

"5 
S 

14 

1 

78 

18  wd  4fi  

9 

5 

— - 
s 

14 

s 

2 

4 

I 

3 

I 

3 

B 

 — 

6 

6 

7 

" 



4 

2 

* 

3 

4 



~W 

38 

UaDa46.... 



19 

e 

7 

3 

2 

S 

Totd  

4ft  and  n  

2 

. ... 

1 

3 

1 

9 

B 

. 

U 

e 



9 

10 

4 

2 

4  41 

18«iid4B.... 

2 

4 

1 

1 

a 

46udS0.... 

S 

7 

« 

8 

a 

.... 

4 

11 

5 

....!.... 

D 



H 

18aiid4S.... 

 I  

7 

Onnd  total,  5. 803. 


NoTi.— Nearlj  all  of  theee  tMn  betweem  18  and  45  hare  baen  found  nnfit  for  duty  in  tfae  flold. 
a  No  report  reoeirad  ftom  LoaUlana  iIdm  SApttmlier,  I8M. 


Q. — DetaiU  for  Oovemment  terviee,  bureaus,  and  departments  (not  including 
eontraeton  or  artiaana,  meduaUea, 


Stat*. 


Tliglnia 


Total  

BoiUb  Cnrolina. 


Total. 


Total. 


Claaa. 


18  and  45. 
17  and  18. 
4ft  and  60. 


18  and  45. 
17  and  18. 
4ft  and  50. 


18  and  46. 
17  aad  IB. 
46  and  80. 


I 
I 

a 
9 


s :  12S 

14  ,  5 
m  I  263 


55 
1 
88 


14! 
12 
63 


114  I  386 

lis"  "iT 


lao 


24 


144 

1 
22 


300 


SOer     88  I  60  I  8 


IH 


161 
2 
SB 


242    264    2>i3  8-J 


43 


12  40 


33 


40 


SI  I  17 


18     88    1, 128 

,   8 

14  I   80  :  68 


33  i  166    1,  IH 


38 
4 


49 


27        1»  i  11 
2  .... 
6  ,  11 


62  81 


23  IS 
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Google 
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0.— Details  far  0<memm€nt  teinriee,  bureaus,  and  departments  (not  including 
contractor*  or  artiiana,  meehante»,  Ac.) — Continued. 


Bta«A. 

Omb. 

1 

Q 
^ 

.3 
1. 

Pi 
3 

i 

'» 

; 

■ 

; 

i 

1 

i 

i 

" 

! 
i 

4i 
S 

s 

9 

Si 

a 
H 

4i 

c 

s 

5 

s* 

a 
E 

1 

1 

1 

M 

S 
6 

c 

1 

1 

Si 

iS 

t 

•a 

s 

1 

> 

•a 

1 

4 

3 

lA 
IV 

175 
S 
• 

» 

9 

1 

2 

6 

2 

17 

10 

184 

218 

Uwlt^  

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

 1... 

S 

IS  and  46  

Total  

s 

T 

loaT 

290 

4SaBdaO.... 

48 

s 

« 

U 

S3 

10 

212 

27& 

15 

1 

88 

102 
1 
It 

TMal  

1 

45«BdW.... 

18 

I 

1 

IR 

le 

I 

1 

88 

121 

1 

1  1 

Onsd  total,  4,«]2. 


Note.— Those  In  tlie  coiuoriptlOB  aorvioe  hare  been  fonnd  fit  on)y  for  llKbt  dnty.  Detalb  granted 
MMrtUcataa  of  beada  of  dvutoeoU  that  tbo  peraona  areiiidlspuiMbM,lnooofMnitt7toQenenl 
Oitea.  Jin.  n  ud  82,  J^Jutut  ud  lotpwrtor  Gtoeral's  Onoe,U8«. 


H. — Details  of  contractors  to  furnish  supfdies. 


Stat*. 

Claaa. 

■ 

■ 

1 
< 

partment.  1 

■J 

s 
o 

81 

1 
i 

i 

I 

i 

a 

» 

4> 
h 
<l 

« 

I 

1 

i 
9 

i 

M 

a 
a 

I 

't 

S 

department. 

1 

18ud45.... 

41 

8 

10 

4 

1 

67 

221 

Total  

ttaadSO.... 

t 

2 

20 

81 

SO 

8 

81 

10 

6 

1 

87 

232 

VwtkCaroUH  

M«iHl4S.... 
nandlS.... 

B 

2 

4 

4 

33 

27 

79 

TMd  

3 

12 

14 

0 

2 

4 

• 

45 

27 

98 

BMkCanliiift  

18aad4B.... 

20 

4 

10 

1 

28 

63 

45ai»d».... 

2 

2 

1 

5 

10 

22 
59 

4 

If 

12 

■i 
7 

1 

1 

.3 

73 

r 
1 

• 

Owflto.  

ISaadiB.... 
17  and  18 

6 

7 

1 

215 
4 
21 

45 and  BO.... 

e 

4 

8 

1 

Total  

«5 

26 

100 

29 

4 

6 

8 

2 

340 
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H. — Details  of  eontraetors  to  /umi«h  ntpplie*— Continaed. 


SteAe. 

CIhu. 

• 

■  . 
1  * 

|| 

a 
& 

I 

ts 

M 

a 

a 

8 

§■ 
la 
g 
g 

1 

i 

•* 
g 

£ 

9 

§■ 
H 

it 
« 

« 

|b 

s 

5 

Medical  Department. 

■ii 

B 

1 

A 

A 
>. 

H 

a 
a 

*• 

• 

h 

S  R 

s 
<i 

** 

n 

1 

IS  and  4S. . . . 

IS 

1 

0 

2 

17 

U 

4Saiid50.... 

1 

1 

1 

) 

Total  

17 

I 

ft 

3 

18 

M 

ISand  «S. ... 
17  and  18... 

U 

U 

4SudM.... 

1 

1 

16 

IS 

Orand  totid,  717. 


Non.— Detailed  oi  MrtUloatM  of  hoadt  of  deputnento  that  tfaeao  penow  an  ekOM  nd  Mia- 
^sable,  in  eonflinnl^  with  Oonanl  Orden,  Noa.  77  and  n,  Adjutant  and  lupaetor  Gonecal'i  OIBee, 


l.—Ctwanment  details  of  atHaaiu,  meckanie»,  ^ 


State.  * 

Claea.  ' 

Qoartermaater's  Depart- 
ment. 

si 

^& 

e. 

|'£ 

9 

r 

t 

; 

a 

SS 

■si 

1 

Ordnance  Department. 

8 
9 
S 

If 

§ 
u 

1 

Havy  Department. 

1 

1 
1 

1 

IS  and 46.... 
17  and  18.... 
46 and  SO.... 

461 
9 

36 

39 

5 

80 

874 

6 
39 

728 

82 

sw 

9 

1 

10 

2 

1 

IS  1  48 

60» 

40 

15 

87 

Boe 

727 

04 

4U 

» 

Vortb  Carolina  

18aDd45....l  IM 
17aadie....|  S 
IS  and  SO  1  30 

28 

454 

134 

14 

100 

S 

» 

2 

3 

8 

IM 

28 

457 

134 

14 

108 

8 

13 

SoDtb  Carolina  

Uind  46.... 
17  and  16. .. 

4 

6» 
4 

12 

1 

1 

16 
1 
11 

74 

3 
8 

2 

1 

Total  

«8and50.... 

8 

12 

75 

1 

1 

37 

80 

2 

1 
3 

Georgia  

18  and  46.... 
17  and  18.... 
46  and  90.... 

101 
6 
38 

89 
8 
8 

17 

7 

49 

2 
2 

27 

38 
1 

1 

e 

2 

130 

00 

10 

7 

S3 

27 

3 

31 

a 

18  and  46.  „. 

8 

45 
8 

IS 

61 

1 

31 

• 

Total  

46  and  M.... 

1 

2 

8 

89 

61 

2 

28 

« 

18  and  46.... 

1 

S 

1 

Total.  

1 

6 

2 

Digitized  by 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES.  1109 
I.—Oovemment  details  of  artisans,  meehanics,  *c.— Continued. 


State. 


Tirgiiii*. 


Total .... 
2r«rth  Carolina 


Totil.... 
Sooth  CuoUm 


Toua 
Georgl* — 


ToUl. 


Total  

Sast  TCQMMM. 


Total 


CIi 


18  and  K. 
17  and  18. 
46  and  50 


II 


18  and  45. 
17  and  18. 
46  and  00. 


18  and  45. 
17  and  18. 
46«iid  60. 


18  and  46.... 
1?  and  18.... 
45  and  50.... 


18  and  46. 
17  and  18. 
45  and  SO. 


18  and  45. 
17  and  18. 
46  and  SO. 


20 


SO 


ii 

II 


42 


n 

B 

3 

9 
& 


86 


390 
4 

12 


415 


12 


3S3 
0 
14 


956 


So 

ii 


m 

14 


088 


271 
20 


308 


181 

2 
12 


108 


101 
t 


102 


1« 


3,281 
28 
178 


9.484 


1.781 
14 
00 


1. 886 


217 
10 
44 


271 


519 
13 
40 


681 


618 
16 
88 


670 


1 

6 


108 


Orand  total,  0,060. 

KoTR—Dotalled  on  csrtifieatM  of  heada  of  dsMrtmento  tkat  "tbooa  penonB  are  aUlled,  axporta,  • 
and  indiwanaabla  "  in  oonfinmitr  vtth  Oenond  Orden,  Moa.  77  and  82,  A^lntant  and  Inapeotor  Oen- 
eral'a  Omoa,  1884. 

K. — Deaerters  returned  to  the  Army. 


Stttte. 

Nambw.  [  BonaAa. 

8.  EM 
8,832 
2,51* 
6,178 
5,055 
2,081 

220 
75 

500 

Since  September,  1808. 

Since  Febrnaiy,  1861. 

Do. 

Since  Anffoat,  1884. 
Slnoe  KoTember,  1868. 

*21,056 

L.—Jt&xipitvJation. 

Humbvr  of  eonaorlpta  ateicned  to  the  Anny  (torn  campa  of  biatmctlon  81, 008 

Pe^ertwra  ratoraea  to  the  Amy  *2L0I6 

A— IgnMimta  nader  aectkm  6  of  the  art  of  17th  <rf  Febniaiy,  1884   7,788 

'Solaoonr;  botthefkotoradf  owraetly stated) nutka the anm of  88,086. 
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Approxliute  MtimAta  of  men  who  hare  JtdMd  the  Axmj  witlMHit  pawlns  tbrnofb  flanp*  «f 

ina  traction  *7*.ra 

To<*l  nnmlMr  of  «x«iiipti  >  -9t,SK 

Agrlonltana  dsUiU   2.717 

Z>«ftlIsonuooaDtaf  pabllo neoeuf ty   5,801 

OoremmeDt  details,  bnreMu  and  ''*p'^*™firt^  jm^  iv^vA*iit  THwmi  ■nil  mimlwiilni)    t,nt 

Detail  of  oontraeton  to  ftarnUb  aappUfla   IIT 

Tfirtall  tt  arthimi iml  Mtflhanlni   6,M 


Richmond,  Va.,  Fe^yruary  «J,  1S6S. 

Hon.  John  Forsyth, 

MohUe,  Ala.: 

My  Dear  Sir:  You  will  readily  understand  why  during  the  seR- 
sion  of  Congress  my  private  correspondence  should  be  in  arrears.  I 
have  now,  though  it  may  seem  late,  to  thank  you  for  your  letter  of 
3l8t  of  December.  The  article  inclosed  from  the  Register  and  Adver- 
tiser is  a  substantial  expression  of  my  own  views  on  the  subject  of 
employingforthedefenseof  our  country  all  able-bodied  men  we  have, 
without  distinction  of  color.  It  is  now  becoming  daily  more  evident 
to  all  reflecting  persons  that  we  are  reduced  to  choosing  whether  the 
negroes  shall  fight  for  or  against  us,  and  that  all  ailments  as  to  the 
positive  advantf^^  or  disadvantages  of  employing  them  are  beside 
the  qaestion,  which  is  simply  one  of  relative  advantage  between  hav- 
ing uieir  fighting  element  in  our  ranks  or  in  those  of  oar  enemy. 

On  the  other  topic  suggested  by  you,  making  use  of  this  subject  as 
an  aid  for  negotiations,  you  will  appreciate  the  obligation  of  reticence 
imposed  on  me  in  these  matters,  and  I  can  only  say  that  I  perceive  no 
discordance  in  the  views  you  express  from  what  wise  policy  would 
dictate.  So  far,  therefore,  from  obstructing  any  effort  that  the  Gov- 
ernment may  be,  or  may  have  been,  making  in  the  hope  of  securing 
our  independence,  the  influence  of  your  journal  in  the  line  which  you 
propose  to  take  would  be  a  valuable  assistance. 

With  many  thanks  for  your  offer  for  cordial  support  in  my  labors 
for  the  success  of  our  common  country,  I  am. 
Very  truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


RiCHMONi),  Va.,  February  21^  1865. 

His  Excellency  John  Milton, 

Oovemor  of  the  State  of  Florida,  TaUahasaee,  Fla.: 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor 
bearing  date  December  9, 1864,  inclosing  to  me  "Joint  resolati(»is  of 
confidence  and  thanks  to  President  Jefferson  Davis."  For  this 
marked  manifestation  of  unabated  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  L^- 
islature  of  Florida  I  feel  deeply  sensible.  It  is  truly  gratifying  in 
these  times  of  peril  and  great  public  excitement  for  the  Executive  to 
be  sustained  by  such  evidences  gf  continued  approval.  For  myself 
please  receive  assurances  of  my  high  regard  and  a  jnst  appreciation 
of  yoor  valuable  services,  and  believe  me. 

Truly,  your  friend  and  fellow-citizen, 
 JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

•See  foot-notes  (•),  pp.  1101, 1108. 
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Confederate  States  of  America,  Suro.  Gen.*s  Office, 

Bichmondt  Fa.,  February  21^  1865. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Fa.  : 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  tlie  War  Office  of  the 
17th  instant,  and  in  response  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
14th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  inclose  estimate  in  quadru- 
plicate for  funds  required  by  the  Medical  Department  for  the  period 
of  twelve  months. 

Very  respectfully,  yoUr  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  MOORE, 
Swrgeon-Qeneral  C.  8.  Army. 

ttneUmun,] 

Eatimaie  offunda  required  for  the  Medical  Departments,  C.  8.  Armjiy  for  the  period 

of  twivt  montht. 


For  the  pnrcl^ase  ol  medical  and  hospital  sapplies : 

Medicines  $16,000,000 

Inatminents.   400, 000 

Books  for  hospital  reghnmtal  records   200, 000 

Hospital  stores   4,000,000 

Bed^   4,000,000 

FomitnTe,  drearily,  &c   4,000,000 


88,600,000 

For  purchase  of  hospital  clothing  required  by  act  of  Congress  wa- 
proved  September  27, 1862,  entitled  ''An  act  to  better  {fforioe  fcnr the 

mck  «nd  wounded  of  the  Army  in  hospitals".   1,000,000 

For  porchase  of  ^,000  gallons  of  alcoholic  stimalants  required  for 
Medical  Department  for  medical  and  hospital  purposes  for  an  army 

of  men   8,000,000 

For  establishment  and  support  of  military  hospitals   200, 000 

For  pay  of  private  physicians  employed  by  contract   500, 000 

For  pay  of  nurses  and  cooks  not  enlisted  or  volxmteer   700, 000 

For  pay  of  hospital  stewards   200, 000 

For  pay  of  matrons,  assistant  matrons,  and  ward  matrons   700, 000 

For  pay  of  ward-masters   400, 000 

For  pay  of  hospital  IsnndreBsee   800. 000 


Total   .  40,600,000 


S.  P.  MOOEB, 
SwrgeonrQeneral  C.  S.  Amy. 

CONVEDEBATB  STATES  OF  AMBBIOA,  SUBOBOH-GrNKBAL'S  OFFICE, 

lUchmond,  Va. 


Richmond,  Va.,  February  22^  1866, 
The  House  of  Representatives: 

In  response  to  your  resolution  of  the  25th  ultimo  I  herewith  trans- 
mit for  your  information  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  relative  to  the  number  of  able-bodied  men  between  the  ages  of 
e^^teen  and  forty-ftve,  claimed  to  be  exempt  from  conscription  by 
the  Qovemor,  laws,  and  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Geoi^ia." 

JEFFBRSOK  DAVIS. 
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CORRESPONDENCE,  Kia 


[InehMon.] 


Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  February  1866. 
The  pRESiDaNT  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  following  reBolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives adopted  on  the  25th  ultimo,  and  referred  by  Your  Excel- 
lency to  this  Department  for  attention: 

Reaolv^,  That  the  President  he  respectfully  requested  to  fonuah  this  Hooae 
with  the  namber  of  ahle-bodied  males  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-fire 
years,  claimed  to  be  exempt  from  conscription  bytiie  Qovemor,  laws,  and  resolo- 
tions  of  the  State  of  Qeoi^. 

In  response  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Conscription  containing  the  information  called 
for  by  the  House. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Sab-lmlMurM.] 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Bureau  of  Conscription, 
Riehmond,  Va.,  February  16,  1S65. 

Hon.  John  C.  Brbckinbidoe, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  The  following  resolution  of  the  House  of  RepresMitatives  of 
the  25th  ultimo  has  been  referred  to  this  Bureau: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  respectfully  requested  to  furnish  this  Houw 
with  the  number  of  able-bodied  males  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  f  orty-five 
years,  claimed  to  be  exempt  from  conscription  by  the  GoTemor,  laws,  and  resoln- 
tions  of  the  State  of  Oeoi^a. 

In  pursuance  of  instructions  thereon  indorsed,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  inclosed  paper,  marked  A. 

The  return  is  made  from  the  reports  of  the  commandant  of  con- 
scripts for  Georgia,  the  only  source  whenoe  this  Bureau  can  obtain 
the  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servMt, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON. 
Brig<xdier-Qeneral  and  SuperintendaU. 

A.,—NmAer  of  State  officer*  exempted  in  the  State  of  Oeorgia. 


Qovemor  and  Statehoose  cdBcers  30 

Judges  of  supreme  court   8 

Clerk  of  supreme  court  _  3 

Judges  of  inferlorsupremeconrt-  16 

Senators  ^.   44 

RepresentatiTea   169 

Justices  of  tiie  peace   1,850 

Justices  of  inferior  courts   660 

Solicitors   16 

Clerks  of  superior  court   183 

Deputy  clerks  superior  court   188 

Deputy  clerks  inferior  court   264 

Ordinaries   182 


Deputy  ordinaries   183 

Sheriflfe   188 

Deputy  sheriffs    182 

Constables   188 

Tax  collectors  

Tax  receivers   Itt 

Jailers   188 

County  treasurers   ISS 

Coroners   182 

County  surveyors   Its 

Hilitia  officers   S,T51 

Total   S,«0 


THOMAS  PINCKNEY, 
Acting  Aasutant  Ac^tttant-OenertU. 
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(rlMBRAL  OKDBRS,  )         AdJT.  AND  INBP.  GBNERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  8.  J  Bichmondj  February  23,  2866, 

I.  Generals  of  reserves  will  immediately  place  upon  active  duty 
every  man  belonging  to  that  class  who  is  not  specially  detailed,  or  has 
not  been  turned  over  to  generals  commanding  armies,  departments, 
or  districts.  They  will  organize  them  into  oonvenient  bodies,  and 
will  employ  them  vigorously  in  arresting  and  returning  to  tiie  Army 
hII  deserters  and  absentees. 

n.  This  service  will,  for  the  present,  constitute  the  primary  duty  of 
officers  of  the  reserve  forces,  and  they  will  enter  actively  upon  it. 

HI.  Generals  of  reserves  will  visit  and  inspect  the  localities  in 
which  this  force  is  most  needed,  and  can  be  most  beneficially  employed, 
and  will  give  their  personal  attention  to  the  organization  and  oper- 
ations of  their  troops  in  carrying  out  these  orders.  They  will  report 
twice  a  month  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inroeetor  General  the  number  of 
men  arrested  and  sent  by  them  to  the  Army. 

IV.  Generals  commanding  armiw  will  return  to  the  generals  of 
reserves  for  this  duty  all  the  reserve  forces  in  aoti^  servioe  that  are 
not  indispensably  necessary  in  the  field. 

v.  It  is  not  intended  that  these  orders  shall  affect  the  i-eserves 
employed  in  guarding  railroad  bridges.  ' 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
A^jtUant  and  Inspector  C^enerctL 


I  Richmond,  Va.,  February  24,  1866. 

Brig.  Gen.  I.  M.  ST.  JOHN: 

General  :  As  a  means  of  increasing  the  supply  of  breadstuffs  for 
the  use  of  the  Government,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  for  your  consideration 
the  following  observations  derived  in  the  coarse  of  my  official  duties, 
and  some  suggestions  that  have  presented  themselves  therewith: 

First.  That  any  call  upon  the  people  for  voluntary  contributions 
produce,  in  fact,  nothing.  The  truly  patriotic  have  already  delivered, 
or  are  doing  so  as  rapidly  as  possible,  all  their  surplus.  Those  who 
are  so  only  in  appearance  by  a  small  loan  or  proffered  sale,  which  is 
magnified  to  its  greatest  extent,  aim  to  cover  and  protect  a  much 
larger  quantity,  while  those  who  are  not  disposed  to  aid  the  Govern- 
ment are  induced  by  this  very  call  to  exert  themselves  to  their  utmost 
U)  conceal  and  convey  off  secretly  what  might  otherwise  be  obtained. 

Second.  That  the  patriotism  of  the  people  is  not  exhausted,  and 
that  they  will  cheerfully  submit  to  anything  that  they  can  be  assured 
:  M  necessary  and  uniform.  To  this  latter  condition  even  more  impor- 
I  tanoe  is  attached  than  to  the  other.  I  feel  assured  that  the  testimony 
of  evevy  officer  engaged  in  the  collection  of  supplies  will  be  found  to 
sustain  me  in  this  opinion,  and  that  it  will  meet  the  assent  of  every 
producer  and  farmer.  The  neglect  of  this  rule  has  been  a  greater 
cause  of  dissatisfaction  and  complaint  than  all  the  other  acta  of  the 
Government  combined. 

Third.  That  throughout  Virginia  the  rations  of  meal  for  the  negroes 
is  now,  by  general  allowance,  one  and  a  half  pecks  of  meal  per  week — 
say,  eighteen  pounds — or  two  and  four-seventh  pounds  per  day,  nearly 
three  times  what  is  given  to  the  Army;  that  in  addition  to  this  they 
have  their  vegetables,  milk,  chickens,  ej^,  &e. 


Digitized  by 


1114 


COBEESPONDEMCE,  ETC. 


Now,  as  to  the  deduction  from  these  facts,  I  would  respectfoUy 
suggwt  that  either  by  the  voluntary  act  of  the  farmers,  ui  county 
meeting  assembled,  or  by  law,  as  has  been  done  to  some  extent  in  the 
article  of  meat,  the  negro  ration  of  breadstuff  be  reduced  to  the  same 
amount  as  that  furnished  by  the  Army,  and  that  each  farmer  org:8 
and  encourage  the  production  of  roots  and  vegetables  (the  usual  diet 
of  the  laboring  class  in  other  countries)  to  the  greatest  possible 
extent,  for  the  supply  and  use,  not  only  of  nis  own  huids,  but  for  non- 
producers.  By  these  means  the  surplus  of  breadstuffs  would  be 
vastly  increased  without  any  detriment  to  the  profit  or  comfort  of  the 
farmer  or  his  hands. 

The  lat«  Congress  authorized  the  *' impressment  of  one-half  the 
usual  quantity  of  meat  reserved  by  each  producer  for  his  own  use." 
This  law,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  l|^am,  was  executed  with  but 
little  if  any  dissatisfaction  or  difficulty,  because  believed  to  be  neoes- 
s&ry  and  uniform. 

The  suggestions  made  above  are  but  anoUier  step  toward  puttii^ 
the  whole  countrjf  upon  rations,  or  a  regulated  allowance.  Ck>uld  this 
end  be  accomplished,  I  feel  assured  that  your  mf^n  difficulties  would 
be  removed. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

P.  A.  WELLFORD, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


[Febeuaby  24  and  Mabch  2,  1865. — For  correspondence  between 
Lee  and  Vance,  in  relation  to  the  disaffection  of  North  Carolina  troops, 
and  Vance's  action  and  recommendations  with  a  tow  to  inspire  oonfi- ' 
denco  and  public  spirit,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLVTI,  Part  n,  pp.  1270, : 
1312.] 


War  Dsparthemt,  ENannESR  Bubbau, 

Biclmtmdt  Fa.,  February  £7,  1^66. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  Wcvr: 
Sir:  On  recurring  to  the  files  of  this  Bureau  I  find  that  General 
Gilmer  on  the  11th  instant  estimated  the  amount  needed  for  con- 
struction and  repair  of  railroads  for  military  purposes  during  the  cur^ 
rent  year  at  $21,000,000,  triplicate  copies  of  whi<dL  I  have  the  honor  to 
inplose.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  RIVES, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  to  Chief  Engineer. 


AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  employment  of  free  negroes  and  daves  to  work  upon 
fortification8  and .  perform  other  labor  conneoted  with  the  defensea  <^  the 
coQntry. 

Whereas,  the  efficiency  of  the  Army  is  at  times  greatly  diminished 
by  the  withdrawal  from  the  ranks  of  soldiers  to  i>erform  labor  and 
duties  which  can  as  well  be  done  by  free  negroes  and  slaves: 

The  Congress  of  (he  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enacts  That 
all  free  male  negroes  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty  years 
shall  be  held  liable  to  i>erform  any  labor  or  discharge  any  dntlee 


*  Omitted. 
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with  the  Army,  or  in  connection  with  the  military  defenses  of  the 
country,  such  as  working  upon  fortifications,  producing  and  prepar- 
ing materials  of  war,  building  and  repairing  roads  and  bridges,  and 
doing  other  work  usually  done  by  engineer  troops  and  pontoniers,  act- 
ing AS  cooks,  teamsters,  stewards  and  waiters  in  military  hospitals,  or 
ot£er  like  labor,  or  similar  duties  which  may  be  required  or  prescribed 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  general  commanding  tiie  Traos-Mis- 
B^ppi  Dex>artment,  from  time  to  time,  and  said  free  negroes,  whilst 

i  thus  engaged,  shall  receive  rations  and  clothing,  under  such  regula- 

1  tions  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  prescribe,  and  shall  receive  pay  at 

'  the  rate  of  eighteen  dollars  per  month. 

Sec.  S.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  general  commanding  the 

i  Trans-Mississippi  Department  are  each  anthoi^sed  toemploy,  fordnties 
like  those  named  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  as  many  male  negi'o 
slavee,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty  years,  as  the  wants  of 

i  the  service  may  require,  and  the  said  slaves,  whilst  so  employed,  shall 
be  furnished  rations  and  clothing,  as  provided  in  the  preceding  sec- 
tion, and  the  owners  paid  such  hire  for  their  services  as  may  be  agreed 
upon,  and  in  the  event  of  the  loss  of  any  slaves  whilst  so  employ^,  by 
the  act  of  the  enemy,  or  by  escape  to  the  enemy,  or  by  wounds  or 

J  death  inflicted  by  the  enemy,  or  by  disease  contracted  whilst  in  any 

I  service  required  of  said  slavey,  and  by  reason  of  said  service,  then  the 
owners  thereof,  respectively,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  full  value 
of  such  slaves,  to  be  ascertained  and  fixed  by  agreement  at  the  time 
aud  slaves  are  so  hired,  under  rules  to  be  pres^bed  by  the  Secretary 

:  <rfWar. 

j     Sec.  3.  That  whenever  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  general  com- 
I  manding  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  shall  be  unable  to  pro- 
j  cur©  the  services  of  slaves  by  hiring  them,  as  above  provided,  in 
I  sufficient  numbers,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Secretary  or 
j  general  to  order  the  impressment  and  to  impress  as  many  male  slaves, 
within  the  ages  named  in  the  second  section  of  this  act,  and  for  the 
purposes  and  uses  above  stated,  as  the  wants  of  the  service  may 
require:  Provided^  That  said  impressment  shall  be  made  according 
to  the  rules  and  regulations  provided  in  the  laws  of  the  States  wherein 
they  are  impressed,  and  in  the  absence  of  such  law,  in  accordance 
with  such  rules  and  regulations  not  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act  as  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  from  time  to  time  prescribe: 
I  Provided  fuHher,  That  slaves  so  impressed  shall,  whilst  in  the  Gov- 
ernment employment,  receive  the  same  clothing  and  rations  allowed 
I  to  slaves  hired  froih  their  owners,  and  in  the  event  of  their  loss  or 
I  death,  in  the  manner  or  from  the  causes  above  stated,  their  value 
shall  be  estimated  and  fixed  as  provided  by  the  first  section  of  '*  An 
act  regulating  impressments,"  approved  March  twenty-sixth,  eighteen 
I  hundred  and  sizl^-three,  and  paid  as  in  the  case  of  slaves  hired 
I  from  their  owners,  and  the  value  of  the  hire  of  said  slaves  shall  be 
I  fixed  in  like  manner. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  general  commanding 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  shall,  in  ordering  the  impressment 
of  slaves,  regulate  the  same,  as  far  as  practicable,  so  that  slaves  shall 
be  taken  from  each  State  in  proportion  to  tJie  whole  number  hired 
and  impressed  under  this  act,  whether  owned  by  citizens  of  such 
State  or  not;  but  not  more  thiui  one  in  every  five  male  slaves  within 
the  said  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty  years  shall  be  taken  from  any  one 
owner,  if  said  slaves  are  employed  by  said  owner  or  his  lessee  uni- 
formly in  agriculture  or  in  mechanical  pursuits,  nor  vhere  an  owner 
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has  bat  one  male  slave  within  said  ages  shall  said  slave  be  impressed, 
and  all  impressmente  nnder  this  act  shall,  as  far  as  practicable,  be 
taken  in  equal  ratio  from  all  owners  in  the  same  locality,  city,  county, 
or  district:  Provided^  That  in  each  case  care  being  taken  to  allow 
each  owner  a  credit  for  all  male  slaves  between  the  ages  aforesaid 
heretofore  impressed,  or  impressed  under  this  act,  or  hired  to  the 
Government,  who  are  still  in  service,  or  who  may  haA'e  died  or  been 
lost  while  in  service:  Provided  furOier,  That  if  the  Governor  of  any 
State  shall  certify  to  the  Secretary  of  War  or  the  commanding  general 
of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department  that  slaves  cannot  be  impressed 
in  any  locality,  county,  district,  parish,  or  city  in  such  State  without 
great  detriment  to  such  locality,  county,  district,  parish,  or  city,  then 
the  quota  of  said  locality,  county,  district,  parish,  or  city,  shall  be 
impressed  from  other  portions  of  such  State :  Provided^  however.  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  exempt  any  State  \ 
from  furnishing  its  fair  quota  of  slaves  for  the  purposes  herein  speci- 
fied and  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  6.  If  any  slave  is  now  held  for  services  who  is  not  liable  \ 
thereto  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  such  slave  shall  be  forthwith 
returned  to  the  owner  on  demand  and  proof  of  the  fact. 

Sec.  6.  That  duplicate  rolls  shall  be  prepared  of  all  the  slaves 
hired  or  impressed  under  this  act,  which  shiuil  contain  a  description  \ 
of  the  slaves,  the  names  and  residences  of  the  owners,  and  a  state- 
ment of  the  value  and  rate  of  hire  of  the  slaves  at  the  date  they  are 
hired  or  impressed,  one  of  which  rolls  shall,  in  the  States  east  of  tbe 
Mississippi  River,  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  in  those 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River  to  the  headquarters  of  the  general  com- 
manding that  department,  and  the  other  roll  shall  be  sent  to  the  gen- 
eral commanding  the  army  where  said  slaves  may  be  employed,  and 
the  officer  having  charge  of  said  slaves,  or  of  tiie  work  upon  which  ' 
the^'  may  be  engaged,  shall  have  a  copy  of  said  roll,  ^d  shall  regu- 
larly enter  thereon  the  nature  of  the  labor  or  duties  in  which  said 
daves  are  engaged,  and  any  changes  which  may  be  made  therein,  and  | 
of  the  absence,  sickness,  or  deatii  of  any  of  said  slaves,  and  make  \ 
monthly  returns  thereof  to  the  general  commanding  the  army  where 
said  slavw  are  employed,  who  shall  transmit  the  same  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  or  to  the  commanding  general  in  the  Trans-Miasissippi 
Department,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Sbc.  7.  That  all  laws,  or  parts  of  laws  providing  for  the  hiring  or 
impressment  of  slaves  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed,  except 
so  far  as  they  may  provide  for  regulating  and  fixing,  in  case  of 
impressment,  the  value  of  said  slaves,  or  the  value  of  their  services. 

Sec.  8.  That  no  slave  shall  be  hereafter  impressed  except  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  any  officer  who  may  violate 
the  provisions  thereof  shall  be  court-martialed  and  on  conviction  j 
cashiered. 

TH.  S.  BOCOCK,  I 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

R.  M.  T.  HUNTER, 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  28th  February,  1866. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
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work  upon  fortifications  and  perform  other  labor  connected  with  the 
defenses  of  the  country. 

Passed  the  Senate  February  18, 1865. 

JAMES  H.  NASH, 

8ecT€ixiTy. 

Passetl  the  House  of  Representatives  February  18,  186S. 

A.  R.  LAMAR, 

Clerk. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  this  act  did  originate  in  the  Senate. 

JAMES  H.  NASH, 

Presented  to  President  February  28,  1866. 


State  of  North  Carolina,  Exbcutivs  Department, 

Baleigh^  February  28,  1865. 

Mr.  JoHK  White, 

C<mimissioner  of  North  Carolina: 
(Care  of  A.  Collie  &  Co.,  17  Leadenhall  Street,  London.) 

Dbar  Sir:  You  will  before  this  reaches  you  have  learned  of  the 
capture  of  Wilmington  and  the  consequent  stoppage  of  our  blockade- 
running  business.  The  course  proper  for  you  to  pursue  under  the 
changed  aspect  of  affairs  has,  I  presume,  suggested  itself  to  you.  Noth- 
ing remains  but  to  close  up  our  affairs  as  completely  as  possible  and  wait 
for  a  change.  Our  accounts  in  England,  I  suppose,  can  easily  be 
reduced  to  shape,  and  what  funds  we  have  should  be  placed  in  safety 
to  -aid  in  the  final  adjustment  of  our  indebtedness.  Our  goods  on 
hand,  whether  in  Europe  or  the  islands,  I  leave  you  to  dispose  of  in 
any  way  deemed  best,  consulting  Mr.  Planner  and  Mr.  Collie.  You 
may  also  relieve  Mr.  Planner  of  his  agency  from  this  date,  and  will 
please  reduce  your  own  expenditures  on  State  account  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable. Not  being  able  to  export  any  more  cotton,  of  course  it 
becomes  us  to  exercise  the  most  rigid  economy.  There  is  upward  of 
a  thousand  pounds  sterling  due  us  from  the  Confederate  Government 
for  freight  brought  in  the  Advance  by  Mr.  Planner,  which  I  presume 
he  forgot  to  collect  whilst  in  this  country.  Please  see  him  and  try  to 
get  it.  Major  Walker,  the  Confederate  agent  at  Bermuda,  gave 
receipts  for  it.  Mr.  William  Collie,  who  kindly  bears  this,  will  give 
you  Uie  military  news.  It  is  bad  enough,  God  knows.  Your  family 
are  well.  I  have  recelTed  nothing  from  yon  since  Halifax. 
Touiii,  truly, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


CONTEDERATB  STATES  OF  AHBRICA, 

War  Dbpartmbnt,  Engineer  Bureau, 

BichTnond,  Va.,  March  i,  286S. 

Honorable  Secretary  of  War: 

Sib:  The  communication  of  Commander  M.  P.  Maury,  C.  S.  Navy, 
in  explanation  and  recommendation  of  the  newly  introduced  electro- 
magnetic torpedo  exploders,  which  was  referred  hither  from  your  office 
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with  indorsement  recommending  "that  measures  be  taken  to  import 
someof  these  exploders  vith  a  supply  of  insulated  wire,"  Ac.,  has  been 
carefully  considered. 

The  value  of  the  new  exploders  in  connection  with  the  mining  wid 
torpedo  service  is  acknowledged,  but  the  difficulties  of  the  blockade 
as  well  as  of  securing  the  necessary  credit  abroad  will,  it  is  feared, 
render  impracticable  the  importation  which  was  recommended. 

l^e  paper  will  be  filed  and  the  subjecb  kept  constantly  before  the 
attention  of  the  Bureau,  in  the  hope  that  circumstances  may  here- 
after enable  the  Department  to  act  successfully  in  the  matter.  It  is 
proposed  to  use  such  material  as  is  available  for  the  purpose  in  the 
Confederacy,  and  as  far  as  practicable  in  the  manner  suggested  by 
Commander  Maury. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  RIVES, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  to  Chief  Engiiieer. 

(For  and  in  the  absence  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  F.  Gilmer,  Chief  of  Bureau.) 


'  BiCHUONB,  Va.,  March  1,  ISfiS, 

Greneral  Howell  Cobb,  or 
Coi.  William  M.  Browne, 

Augusta^  Qa.: 

Decipher  and  forward  to  Reverend  Doctor  Myers  and  Bishop  Pierce, 
with  my  special  regards; 

Bishop  Oeobok  F.  Piebce,  D.  D.  : 

(Care  of  Reverend  Doctor  Myers,  Angosta,  Ga.) 
Mmisters  of  all  denominatioiis  in  Virginia  have  offered  their  services  to  the 
Qoverament  to  address  the  ]people,  enconrage  hearty  snpport  of  the  Gk>vemmemt, 
moral  firmness,  and  that  faith  which  Christians  may  iUnstrate  in  snch  a  cauae. 
They  are  now  in  tike  field,  and  good  is  resolting.  Last  eveniiw  tiie  Presidentf  in 
conversatiou  with  Dr.  William  A.  Smith  and  myself,  ezpressea  the  earnest  denre 
that  Ton  woald  address  the  people  of  Georgia  in  tiie  same  spirit.  We  prondsed 
to  telegraph  yon  at  once.  If  possible.  Bishop,  go  out  and  speak  to  Hie  people, 
and  assnre  them  that  if  they  will  but  do  their  dnty  all  will  be  well.  The  faith 
of  the  country  must  not  give  way. 

WM.  A.  SMITH, 
JAS.  A.  DTINCAN. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


[Mabch  1,  1865. — For  Breckinridge  to  Vance,  in  relation  to  deser- 
tions, and  ui^^ing  that  every  inflnence  be  Invoked  to  revive  a  patriotic 
spirit,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLVII,  Part  II,  p.  1296.] 


Richmond,  Va.,  March  5, 1866. 

Hon.  WiLLOUGHBY  Newton, 

Leeds,  Westmoreland  County^  Va.: 
Mr  Dear  Sir:  Yonr  kind  letter  written  January  6  was,  after  some 
lapse  of  time,  received  by  me,  and  I  reply  now  to  thank  you  for  your 
generous  confidence  and  friendly  encouragement  in  an  hoar  when  so 
many  believed  brave  have  faltered  and  so  many  esteemed  true  have 
fallen  away.  In  such  words  and  feelings  as  you  extend  to  me  I  find 
the  most  gratifying  reward  for  my  labors  in  the  public  service.  In 
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spite  of  the  timidity  and  faithlessness  of  many  who  shonld  give  tone 
to  the  popular  feeling  and  hope  to  the  popular  heart,  I  am  satisfied 
that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  |p)od  men  and  true  patriots  of  the  country 
to  reanimate  the  wearied  spirit  of  our  people.  The  incredible  sacri- 
fioes  made  by  them  in  the  cause  will  be  surpassed  by  what  they  are 
still  wiUii^f  to  endure  in  ^«ference  to  abject  submission,  if  they  are 
not  deserted  \q  their  leaders.  Relying  upon  the  sublime  fortitude 
and  devotion  of  my  countrymen,  I  expect  the  hour  of  deliverance.  I 
thank  yon  that  from  a  heart  wrung  by  domestic  affliction — although 
your  bereavement  was  attended  by  all  the  circumstances  that  afford 
consolation  to  the  patriot — you  offer  me  that  sympathy  which  I  so 
esteem  and  so  heartily  return.  ' 
Very  truly,  and  respectfully,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


War  Department,  Bureau  op  Conscription, 

BicHmondj  Fa.,  March  S,  1866. 

lion.  J.  C.  Breokinridoe, 

Secr^ary  of  War: 
Sol:  Herewith  I  return  a  letter  from  Qeneral  Robert  E.  Lee,  in  reply  to 
my  recommendations  concerning  the  arrest  of  deserters  from  the  armies, 
which  letter  was  referred  by  your  order  to  this  Bureau.  With  extreme 
dilfidence  I  venture  to  say  that  in  my  judgment  General  IJee's  objections 
are  not  well  founded.  In  several  States  civil  disabilities  have  been 
provided  by  law  for  the  crime  of  desertion  from  the  Confederate  armies, 
and  as  we  know  without  the  slightest  effect  in  diminishing  the  extent 
of  the  crime.  I  feel  quite  assured  the  disabilities  proposed  by  Greneral 
'  Lee  cannot  be  obtained  from  the  State.  It  might  be  a  question  whether 
the  terms  of  the  fourth  paragraph,  second  section,  first  article,  and 
the  spirit  of  the  second  paragraph,  third  section,  third  article  of  the 
Constitation  of  the  Confederate  States  may  not  be  an  impediment  to 
such  legislation. 

The  full  scope  of  my  recommendation  is  to  bring  the  entire  existing 
civil  machinery  of  the  States  to  bew  on  the  matter,  and  in  addition 
to  that  they  should  institute  special  courts  for  the  cognizance  of  this 
particular  crime,  and  by  the  constitution  of  those  courts  to  provide 
for  more  speedy  and  rigorous  proceedings  than  are  known  to  the 
existing  courts;  and  further,  for  like  purposes,  to  allow  them  the  dis- 
cretion to  transfer  the  cases  to  the  army  tribunals.  Proper  provisions 
for  these  purposes  would  give  strictness  and  dispatch  equal  t«  that 
assumed  for  army  courts,  or  at  least  would  form  most  efficient 
adjuncts  to  those  courts  besides  their  effect  as  State  institutions  and 
as  being  of  easy  access.  It  is  but  reasonable  to  assume  that  provision 
would  be  made  for  placing  on  these  courts  persons  as  nearly  qualified 
for  the  duties  as  could  be  obtained,  either  from  the  class  of  civilians 
or  competent  military  offtcers  unfit  for  field  service  by  reason  of 
wounds  or  disease.  Special  authority,  of  course,  would  be  given  to 
Governors  to  insure  prompt  and  intelligent  action. 
I  assume  that  the  matter  of  returning  deserters  to  the  Army  is  one 

;  of  the  greatest  and  most  pressing  necessities  now  upon  the  country, 
the  importance  of  Vhtch'UD  terms  can  exaggerate,  liiat  there  are 
over  1W),000  deeerte re  scattered  over  the  Confederacy;  that  so  com- 

'  mon  is  the  crime  li  has,  in  popular  estimation,  lost  the  stigma  "frhich 
justly  pertains  to  it,  and  therefore  the  criminals  are  everywhere 
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shielded  by  their  families  and  by  the  sympathies  of  many  commn- 
nities.  They_fo^,_tlifi_nnmerical  majoritiea  in  many  localities. 
Under  raxSn  circumstanoei~notniag  snort  ot  Utaie  institutions  and 
stringent  State  laws,  together  with  permanent  and  local  means  of 
enforcing  these  laws,  can  reach  them.  For  this  reason  the  conrts 
should  b©  local,  and  a  force  established  which  should  be  permanent 
and  closely  netted  together  throughout  the  Ck>nfederaoy. 

I  Sliest  the  creation  of  a  force  for  this  purpose  and  the  use  of  the  i 
reserves  as  aitxiliary.   Gener^  Lee  thinfea  a  new  force  unnecessary, 
and  that  the  reserves  are  suflBcient,  even  without  the  aid  of  the  civil  | 
arm,  except  by  laws  of  disability.    While  I  put  youths  of  sixteen  to 
seventeen  in  this  force,  I  would  of  course  transfer  them  at  seventeen 
to  their  appropriate  class — the  reserves — the  class  General  Lee  pro- 
. poses  to  use  in  this  service.    This  does  not  keep  them  out  of  the 
Army ;  it  is  using  them  a  year  earlier  in  this  duty.    Not  a  man  is  kept 
from  his  due  course  to  service  in  the  active  forces,  but  is,  in  fact,  | 
better  prepared  for  it.    The  prime  auxiliary  I  suggest  to  the  use  of  i 
the  oivu  arm  with  its  permanent  force  19  precisely  this  reserve  force, 
and  General  Orders,  No.  8,  cumnt  series,  was  prepared  by  tae  in 
view  of  that  use  of  the  reserve  forces.    If  that  force  is  properly 
organized  and  put  permanently  and  exclusively  on  this  duty,  in  con- 
nmtion  with  the  civil  agencies,  it  might  be  eflFectnal  wiuiout  the  I 
creation  of  new  forces;  but  unless  it  is  made  the  permanent  and  sole  I 
duty,  and  that  connection  is  rigidly  maintained,  I  cannot  think  the 
reserves  will  be  sufficient  for  the  purposes.    If  the  net-work  is  ever  , 
broken  for  a  week  by  the  reserves  being  called  to  other  active 
service,  whether  local  or  general,  although  seemingly  not  inconsist- 
ent, the  exx>erience  of  the  last  six  months  convinces  me  that  they 
will  fall  in  this.    Since  September  last  the  matter  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  reserves,  and  fewer  deserters^,  not  only  in  proportion  to 
the  number,  but  absolutely,  have  been  returned  than  while  it  was  in 
charge  of  the  meager  and  inappropriate  conscription  agencies.  ! 

I  am  confident  General  Lee  is  in  error  in  supposing  the  reserve  force  I 
will  or  can  cure  this  evil.  Desertion  is  as  common  in  that  organiza-  j 
tion  as  in  the  Army.  '          ~  -  —  ■  ' 

Adopt  the  State  agencies  in  full,  put  the  reserves  in  the  condition 
General  Lee  suggests,  and  in  addition  let  it  be  their  sole  duty,  and 
there  is  great  chajice  of  good  results.  There  is  no  organization 
which  can  be  invented  by  which  the  reserves  alone  can  effect  the 
punxrae. 

My  recommendation  is  intended  to  call  to  the  service  all  available 
existing  powers  and  create  others  applicable  to  it. 

I  lutve  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier' €fener€d  and  Superii^endeni.  \ 

P.  S. — Beyond  the  means  heretofore  suggested  there  may  be  one 
other  worthy  of  consideration.  If  Congress  calls  on  the  States  to  fur- 
nish quotas  of  troops  let  deserters  returned  by  State  agencies  lie 
counted  in  the  respective  quotas.  Under  well  ascertained  restrictions 
and  limitations  this  might  be  conceded  with  good  effect;  say,  two, 
t^«e,  four,  five,  or  more  deserters  returned  be  credited  as  one  sol- 
dier, &C. 

[IndorMUMat-l 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  very  much  question  whether  the  States  would  pass  the  laws  recom- 
mended in  this  letter.    Such  legislation  might  add  to  the  difficulties 
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attending  npon  desertioii  and  tend  to  the  suppression  of  the  evil.  I 
tiunk  that  it  would,  but  I  do  not  see  how  it  could  be  obtained. 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

[Itwlmnre.] 

HeADQUARTBRS  CONPEDERATir  STATES  ARMIES, 

February  24,  1865. 

Honorable  Secretary  op  War, 

Richmond : 

Sir:  I  forward  herewith  a  communication  received  from  Brigadier- 
General  P*reston  on  the  subject  of  arresting  and  returning  ab^ntees 
and  deserters.   I  do  not  concur  in  all  the  suggestions  of  General 
Preston.    I  think  a  great  deal  could  be  done  if  the  States  would 
attach  civil  disabilities  and  penalties  to  the  crime  of  desertion.  They 
should  incapacitate  a  deserter  from  making  or  receiving  a  title  to  land 
or  other  property  by  deed,  will,  or  descent,  and  make  desertion  a 
good  plea  in  abatement  of  any  suit  he  might  bring.    But  I  do  not 
j    think  anything  would  be  gained  by  trying  deserters  before  the  civil 
I    courts.    Those  tribunals  would  not  be  inclined  to  the  rigor  which 
I    military  courts  are  compelled  to  exercise  toward  such  offenders. 

Their  forms  of  proceeding  are  slow,  and  the  mitigating  circumstances 
I    which  desertera  know  so  well  how  to  invent,  and  which  in  fact  often 
I    exist,  would  prove  too  much  for  the  humane  feelings  of  juries.  The 
I   chances  of  escape  would  be  multiplied,  and  men  would  hasten  to 
avoid  the  speedy  and  strict  trial  by  a  court-martial  by  getting  them- 
selves brought  before  civil  courts,  in  which  the  delay  alone  would 
defeat  tiie  objects  of  military  punishment  and  effectually  keep  them 
out  of  service. 

Nor  do  I  think  the  system  of  State  military  courts  recommended  by 
General  Preston,  even  if  they  were  adopted,  likely  to  benefit  the 
service.    I  do  not  think  any  court  competent  to  try  military  offenses 
with  benefit  to  discipline  except  one  composed  of  persons  having  a 
j   practical  knowledge  of  the  wants  of  armies  and  the  necessities  of 
'   service.    Such  tribunals  as  are  suggested  would  of  coufse  be  com- 
I   posed  either  of  civilians  or  of  officers  unfit  for  active  duty,  and  aa  a 
i   general  thing  ignoi-ant  of  the  necessity  and  importance  of  discipline. 
Besides,  when  deserters  are  arrested  I  think  they  should  be  at  once 
turned  over  to  the  military  authorities.   The  fear  of  being  so  dealt 
with  is  one  of  the  restraints  upon  desertion. 

Nor  do  I  agree  with  General  Preston  as  to  the  formation  of  the  local 
force  to  arrest  deserters.  I  can  see  no  advantage  that  the  companies 
he  recommends  would  have  over  the  reserves,  and  the  latter  are 
certainly  more  numerous.  His  plan  would  in  effect  take  men  per- 
I  manently  from  the  Army,  for  the  youths  between  sixteen  and  seven- 
I  teen  whom  he  proposes  to  employ  in  the  duty  of  arresting  deserters 
would  in  one  year  be  liable  to  military  service.  The  actual  loss  would 
be  the  same  as  to  take  men  already  of  military  age.  I  think  the  duty 
of  arresting  and  returning  deserters  should  be  performed  by  the 
reserves,  aided  by  light-duty  and  disabled  men.  They  should  be 
thoronghly  organized  for  the  purpose,  and  officered  by  the  most  effi- 
cient invalid  or  retired  officers.  There  should  be  a  commandant  of 
reserves  in  each  State,  charged  with  the  control  of  the  whole  force, 
and  reporting  to  the  War  Department  through  some  officer  connected 
herewith  for  the  purpose.    If  a  like  stringency  in  requiring  t^e  resexye 
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forces  to  perform  this  duty  were  atiopUni  as  is  employed  in  other 
branches  of  the  service,  and  a  thorough  organization  effected,  I  think 
the  work  would  be  done.  If  the  States  can  be  induced  to  require 
their  civil  officers  to  aid,  and  all  Government  agents  and  employes 
also,  it  would  serve  a  good  purpose.  I  think  that  what  is  required 
is  the  adoption  of  a  plan  which  will  make  the  reserves  understand 
and  feel  that  they  are  engaged  in  military  duty  and  liable  to  military 
punishment  for  its  neglect. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

QeneraL 

[8ab-infllwan>.] 

BtJBEAU  OF  Conscription, 

Richmondy  February  20y  1865. 

General  Robert  K.  Lee, 

Commander -in- Chief  of  the  Confederate.  States: 

General:  I  will  attempt  to  express  in  the  fewest  possible  words 
the  views  I  ventured  to  suggest  this  morning  concerning  the  cure 
and  prevention  of  desertion  and  absenteeism  from  the  Army.  I  may 
have  failed  to  make  myself  undei-stood,  for  I  am  uncontrollably  diffi- 
dent in  counsel  where  neither  by  rank  nor  ability  can  I  claim  equal- 
ity. Expedientsof  partial  effect  might  be  suggested,  and  experiments 
that  would  scarcely  amount  to  palliatives  of  the  evil  might  be  tried 
under  the  auspices  of  those  ignorant  of  the  magnitude  and  difficulty 
of  the  work  required  to  catch  and  return  from  an  area  of  300,000 
square  miles  over  100,000  criminals  shielded  by  a  sympathizing  popu- 
lation.   They  would  fail. 

With  entire  diffidence  I  assume  that  I  have  some  comprehension  of 
the  matter,  because  for  near  three  years  I  have  devot«d  without 
remission  all  my  tribute  to  the  public  service  in  this  direction. 

The  only  comprehensive  and  probably  successful  plan  for  the  pre- 
vention of  desertion  and  the  arrest  of  deserters  which  occurs  to  me 
is  the  following : 

The  enactment  by  the  States  and  the  Confederate  Congress  of  con- 
current laws  constituting  the  crime  of  desertion  from  the  Confederate 
armies  a  crime  by  Stat«  statute  to  be  pursued  against  citizens  of  the 
State  as  any  other  crime  of  like  grade,  and  additionally  by  military 
courts  or  commissions  to  be  established  by  the  States  for  that  pur- 
pose. These  laws  would  of  course  imply  that  the  civil  authority 
should  be  used  for  ari'csts  of  absentees  from  the  Confederate  armies, 
just  as  in  the  prosecution  of  any  other  statute  crime,  and  that  the 
parties  may  be  turned  over  to  the  special  military  courts,  or,  at  dis- 
cretion, by  the  civil  authority  or  by  those  courts  to  the  Confederate 
authorities,  and  Congress  should  provide  that  the  cases  may  be  tried 
by  tiiese  courts. 

The  mutual  concessions  required  for  these  laws  are:  First,  the 
adoption  by  State  statute  of  a  crime  against  Confederate  law;  sec- 
ond, the  authority  to  be  given  by  Congress  for  State  courts  to  try 
crimes  against  Confederate  law.  Tlie  provisions  of  the  laws  must,  of 
course,  cover  the  whole  matter  of  the  forms  of  proceedings,  t^ti- 
mony,  <fcc.  One  provision  for  the  Confederate  law  is  important,  that 
the  writ  of  habe^  corpus  be  suspended  in  case  of  parties  actually 
within  the  custody  of  the  special  courts. 

The  Confederate  oi^anization  should  be  alike  in  principle  and  very 
similar  in  detail  to  tbat  provided  for  in  the  bill  reported  by  the 
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minority  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Conscription  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

U  it  is  found  impracticable  to  apply  the  reserve  force  to  this  service 
as  its  chief  and  permanent  duty,  then  an  effort  should  he  made  to 
raise  a  permanent  force  for  this  special  dnty. 

I  believe  it  may  be  done  thus:  For  each  Congressional  district 
one  company  of  not  less  than  sixty  men,  armed  and  equipped  as 
infantry  or  cavalry,  as  the  locality  may  demand,  to  be  officered  from 
the  Invalid  Corps  or  officers  found  unfit  for  field  duty  (the  latter 
preferable),  and  to  be  composed  of  such  light-duty  men  between  sev- 
enteen and  fifty  years  as  can  be  properly  assigned,  and  such  robust 
men  between  sixteen  and  seventeen  and  fifty  and  sixty  years  of  age 
as  can  be  obtained,  and  enlisted  for  the  war  for  this  service. 

I  believe  100  such  companies  may  be  obtained  in  sixty  days.  A 
rigorous  use  of  all  this  material  of  law  and  militarjr  foi-ce  would  prob- 
ably suffice  to  alleviate  if  not  to  remedy  fully  the  existing  evil  and 
render  the  chance  of  continued  absence  so  precarious  as  to  prevent 
the  extensive  recurrence  of  desertion.  The  plan  certainly  directs  to 
the  purpose  the  entire  power  of  the  States  and  the  Confederacy, 
except  the  troops  actually  in  the  field.  Their  use  for  this  pui^se  is 
out  of  the  question.  It  is  easily  tried  if  the  States  and  the  Congress 
are  loyal  to  the  extreme  exigency  of  the  country.  Laws  can  be  pre- 
pared and  passed  in  thirty  days  provided  they  have  the  sanction  of 
the  President,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  General  Lee,  and  the  organ- 
ization may  proceed  pari  passu. 

It  is  expensive.  If  the  public  liberty  depends  on  the  armies  and 
the  armies  dex)eud  for  efficiency  on  the  return  of  absentees,  the 
;  expense  is  warranted. 

I     There  are  accessories  to  this  plan  which  may  be  used  perhaps  with 
I  good  positive  or  auxiliary  effect ; 

First.  The  instant  assignment  of  the  entire  reserve  forces  to  the 

dnty,  requiring  the  officers  in  command  to  take  the  field  in  person  and 

perform  it. 

I     Second.  The  judicious  use  of  amnesty,  even  to  go  further  than 
I  hitherto  proposed. 

Third.  Carefully  distributed  detachmente  from  the  Army. 
I  Fourth.  By  general  order  requiring  every  commissioned  officer  not 
I  actually  in  the  field  to  regard  the  arrest  of  deserters  as  a  part  of  his 
I  duty,  and  also  requiring  all  employes  of  the  Government  to  report  to 
I  the  nearest  authority  cases  known  to  them.  This  would  embrace  all 
I  the  agents  of  the  Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  Departments  and 
all  others. 

Fifth.  Making  by  general  order  the  fact  of  a  deserter  being  found 
'  in  a  command  to  which  he  does  not  belong  9,  grave  offense  on  the  part* 
of  the  officer  having  him. 

There  may  be  others  of  a  temporary,  local,  or  occasional  character 
which  may  be  brought  into  operation  by  the  intelligence  and  vigilance 
of  officers. 

I  think  it  unnecessary  to  discuss  the  inefficiency  of  the  expedients 
hitherto  used  or  proposed. 

The  one  proposed  by  General  Pillow  was  fully  tried  under  auspices 
of  the  highest  authority  and  failed  almost  ridiculously.  Those  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  recently  passed  by  the  Senate  will  fail  in  like  man- 
ner, the  object  of  that  bill  being  simply  not  to  provide  for  the  duties 
proposed,  but  to  abolish  the  regulations  organL^  by  the  Secretary  of 
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War  for  the  performance  of  those  duties,  and  to  get  rid  of  officers 
offensive  to  the  projectors  of  the  law. 

Whether  or  not  my  humble  suggestions  may  be  valuable  for  the 
public  good,  I  am  confident,  general^  you  will  give  me  credit  for  hon- 
est and  unselfish  zeal  in  making  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  S.  PRESTON, 
Brigadier-OenercU  and  Superintendent. 


[March  5,  1865. — For  Campbell  to  Breckinridge,  in  relation  to  the 
resources  of  the  Confederat*  Government  available  for  the  approach- 
ing campaign,  &c.,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LI,  Part  II,  p.  1064. 


Richmond,  Va.,  March  6,  1863. 
The  Senate  of  the  Confederate  States  : 

I  have  this  day  approved  and  signed  an  act  which  originated  in  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  (S.  117)  to  authorize  the  commanders  of 
reserves  in  each  State  to  order  general  courts-martial  and  to  revise 
the  proceedings  of  courts-martial  and  military^courts," 

In  the  first  section  the  general  commanding  reserves  in  each  State 
is  authorized  to  order  general  courts-martial  for  the  trial  of  offenses 
committed  against  the  military  code  by  persons  belonging  to  his  com- 
mand and  to  revise  the  proceedings. 

In  the  second  section  military  courts  are  authorized  under  certain 
circumstances  to  try  offenses  committed  by  members  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  reserves.  But  no  provision  is  made  by  which  the  general  com- 
manding reserves  is  authorized  to  revise  the  proceedings  of  military 
courts  in  any  case.  From  the  title  of  the  act  it  seems  to  have  been 
the  intention  to  confer  this  power,  and  I  have  thought  it  proper  to 
invite  your  attention  to  what  seems  to  be  an  oversight  in  not  granting 
it.    A  copy  of  the  act  is  inclosed.* 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Indorsement  on  "An  act  to  auihorize  the  consolidation  of  companies, 
hattalionSf  and  regiments,*'  approved  February  23,  1865. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

March  6,  1865. 

Respectfully  referred  to  General  R.  E.  Lee,  whose  views  as  to  the 
propriety  of  issuing  the  consolidation  law  in  oixlers  at  the  present 
time  are  requested.  If  he  considers  the  immediate  enforcement  of 
the  law  advisable,  the  Secretary  of  War  desires  he  will  make  such 
suggestions  pertaining  to  it  as  he  thinks  the  orders  should  embrace.f 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

*Not  found.  t^or  Lee's  reply,  see  Uarch  15,  p.  1143. 
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Richmond,  Va.,  March  8,  1865. 


Senator  J.  W.  C.  Watson: 

Dear  Sir:  I  inclose  to  you  two  letters,*  that  yon  may  see  how  well 
founded  was  my  apprehension  that  evil  would  result  from  presenting 
the  issue  made  by  the  terms  of  the  resolution  in  relation  to  a  day  of 
fast,  tfec.  Many  well-disposed  persons  do  not  underatand  the  consti- 
tutional restriction  upon  my  conduct,  and  as  many,  perhaps,  do  not 
know  that  the  signature  of  the  Secretary  of  State  is  a  form  properly 
observed  in  proclamations,  as  in  commissions  to  officers,  when  issued 
by  the  President,  and  that  he  is  as  little  responsible  for  the  one  as  the 
other.  It  might  have  been  well  that  our  Constitution  should  not  only 
have  recognized  a  God,  as  it  does,  but  the  Saviour  of  mankind  also; 
that  it  should  have  had  not  raei-ely  a  religiotis  but  a  Christian  basis. 
But  such  is  not  its  character,  and  my  oath  binds  me  to  observe  the 
Constitution  as  it  is,  not  as  I  would  have  it,  if  in  any  respect  I  should 
wish  it  changed. 

Veiy  respectfully,  yours,  Ac, 


The  Senate  of  the  Confederate"  States: 

I  feel  constrained  to  return  the  bill  **To  provide  for  the  promotion 
of  officers  in  certain  cases"  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  with 
a  statement  of  the  objections  whiob  have  led  me  to  withhold  from  it 
my  signature. 

The  Constitution  provides,  in  paragraph  2,  section  2,  Article  II, 
the  President  "shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,"  to  appoint  officers  of  the  Confederate  States  not  other- 
wise provided  for,  "but  the  Congress  may,  by  law,  vest  the 'appoint- 
ment of  such  inferior  officers,  as  they  think  proper,  in  the  F^resldent 
a.lone,  iu  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  departments." 

In  the  bill  under  consideration  it  is  declared  that  "it  shall  be  com- 
petent to  the  commanding  general  in  the  field,  or  the  Secretary  of 
AVar,  to  order  the  promotions  to  be  made  of  the  officers  next  in 
^ade,"  (fee. 

This  seems~iiO  me  to  confer  a  power  of  appointment  on  commanding 
generals  not  warranted  by  the  Constitution. 

It  may  be  further  remarked  that  the  power  conferred  upon  the  Sec- 
retiary  of  War  will  be  ineffectual  except  in  the  case  where  the  officer 
iies:t  in  rank  is  qualified  to  fill  the  temporary  vacancy,  a  case  in  which 
tlie  power  would  be  least  necessary  in  order  to  provide  for  the  time 
being  a  competent  commander. 


T'xTE  Senate  of  the  Confederate  States: 

I  have  received  a  copy  of  your  resolution  of  the  6th  instant,  as 
f  ol  lows : 

Hesolved,  That  the  President  be  respectfully  requested  to  inform  the  Senate 
Gvby  he  only  gives  to  aides-de-camp  to  general  officers  above  the  grade  of 
bz-igadier-general  the  rank  of  first  uentenant  in  his  nominations  made  to  the 
Beziate. 


JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  Va.,  March  9,  1866. 


JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  Va.,  March  lly  1865. 
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In  response  I  herewith  transmit  for  your  information  a  communioirefh 
tion*  from  Secretary  of  War  upon  the  same  subjeet  in  response  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  November  8,  1864,  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  respecl^ly  requested  to  inform  this  Honsc^ 
whether  any  appointments  have  been  made  noder  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  and  organize  a  general  staff  for  the  armies  in  the  field  to  serve  during 
the  war,"  approved  June  14. 1864.  and  if  not,  why  have  not  such  appointment 
been'  made  in  pursuance  of  said  act. 

The  anticipation  of  amendatory  legislation,  as  set  forth  in  the 
annexed  report,  together  with  the  discretionary  power  vested  in  the 
Kxeeutive  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  referred  to,  has  caused 
me  for  tlie  time  being  not  to  make  appointments  under  said  act. 

In  tlie  case  of  aides-de-camp  it  has  been  the  practice,  i>ecau8e  ol 
their  personal  and  confidential  relations  to  their  chief,  to  appoint 
upon  his  nomination.  To  this  practice  there  seems  to  be  no  para- 
mount objection,  while  the  rank  of  such  officers  is  of  the  subaltern 
grade;  but  if  they  have  high  rank,  for  many  and  obvious  considera- 
tions their  selection  cannot  be  controlled  by  the  personal  preferences 
of  the  general  with  whom  they  are  to  serve.  But  the  suggested 
change  in  the  ihode  of  selection  would  impair  the  confidential  relation 
which  an  aide  should  have  to  his  chief,  and  be  an  unwelcome  task  to 
the  appointing  power. 

The  nominations  of  aides-de-camp  have  for  the  above  reasons  been 
continued  as  heret<>fore,  though  the  legislative  amendment  expecte<l 
had  not  been  made. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


HiCHHOND,  Va.,  March  11^  1865. 
The  Senate  op  the  Confederate  States  of  America: 

The  act  entitled  "An  act  to  abolish  the  office  of  certain  quartermas- 
ters and  assistant  quartermasters,  commissaries  and  assistant  com- 
missaries, and  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  bondetl  agents  in 
said  departments,"  which  originated  in  your  honorable  body,  is  here- 
with returned  without  my  approval,  an<l  with  a  statement  of  the 
objections  which  have  prevented  my  signing  it. 
'  The  act  abolishes  the  office  of  all  quartermasters,  assistant  quar- 
termasters, commissar!^  and  assistant  commissaries  at  posts  and 
depots,  and  of  those  engaged  in  purchasing  and  impressing  supplies, 
except  such  as  are  above  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  or  have  been  dis- 
abled in  service  or  declared  unfit  for  duty  in  the  iield.  It  requires 
those  officers  to  be  dropped  from  service  (one- fourth  in  two  montlis,- 
one-fourth  in  four  months,  one-fourth  in  six  months,  and  one-fourth 
within  two  years),  and  directs  that  their  places  be  supplied  by  bonded 
agents,  who  are  to  be  persons  above  the  age  of  forty-five  years  or 
disabled  in  service,  or  unfit  for  duty  in  the  field;  and  it  revokes  all 
details  and  repeals  all  authority  to  grant  details  of  persons  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  for  duty  in  the  Quartermas- 
ter's and  Cotnmissary  Departments,  except  skilled  artisans  and 
mechanics  permanently  employed,  or  i>ersons  disabled  or  unfit  for 
duty  in  the  field. 

The  object  plainly  intended  by  this  act  is  one  which  meets  my 
hearty  concurrence   and  approval.    Its  obvious  purpose  is  to 

*  See  p.  836. 
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stvengfchen  the  Army  by  placing  in  the  ranks  persons  fit  for  active 
service,  and  whose  places  can  be  supplied  by  others  anable  to  do  duty 
in  the  field.  On  reference  of  the  subject,  however,  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  it  has  been  found  that  this  act  conld  not  be  executed  without 
seriously  imi)airing  our  ability  to  supply  the  armies  in  the  field  dur- 
ing the  approaching  campaign,  and  that  its  operation  would  be  to 
drop  olBcers  who  have  been  carefully  selected  by  reason  of  their 
superior  capacity  and  qualifications,  while  retaining  others  of  inferior 
merit  and  value. 

The  difficulty  of  furnishing  supplies  to  the  Army,  owing  to  embar- 
rassments- in  transportation,  is  greater  now  than  It  has  been  at  any 
previous  period  of  the  war.  This  difficulty  has  prompted  the  selec- 
tion for'that  duty  of  the  best  and  most  active  and  competent  officers 
in  the  Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  Departments,  and  such 
officers  have  within  the  last  six  months  been  in  many  instances  with- 
drawn from  the  armies  where  their  services  were  less  important,  and 
assigned  to  duty  in  purchasing,  collecting,  and  forwarding  supplies. 
This  fact  was,  I  feel  confident,  not  known  to  Congress  when  the  act 
was  passed;  and  it  could  not  have  been  intendetl  to  drop  from  service 
officers  of  special  merit  and  retain  others  of  inferior  value.  I  am  also 
satisfied,  from  the  rejwrt  made  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  that 
"the  number  of  officers  who  would  be  dropped  under  the  provisions  of 
this  law  is  far  less  than  is  supposed;  that  their  value  as  soldiers  in 
the  ranks  would  in  no  manner  compensate  for  the  loss  of  their  serv- 
ices in  their  present  position.  The  total  number  of  post  and  pur- 
chasing commissaries  in  the  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  is 
but  212,  of  whom  many  are  either  over  forty-five  years  of  age,  or 
otherwise  exempt  from  the  operations  of  the  propomd  law.  The  total 
number  of  quartermasters  collecting  taxes  in  kind  is  96,  and  on  post 
duty  223,  including  officers  in  charge  of  manufactories  of  clothing, 
shoes,  harness,  wagons,  ambulances,  4&c.  A  number  of  them  are 
over  forty-five  years  of  age,  others  would  not  be  embraced  by  the 
terms  of  the  act,  others  still  have  special  qualifications  for  the  supo 
intendence  of  the  important  manufactures  confided  to  their  care. 

Taken  altogether,  it  is  donbted  whether  the  officers  who  would  be'^ 
dropped  under  the  provisions  of  the  bill  would  exceed  200  in  number, 
of  whom  50  would  go  into  the  ranks  in  two  months,  50  in  four 
months,  and  50  more  in  six  months.  This  scarcely  appreciable  addi- 
t.ion  to  the  force  in  the  field  would  be  dearly  bought  at  the  sacrifice*^ 
of  efficiency  in  the  two  branches  of  service  on  which  the  very  exist- 
ence of  the  Army  depends.  The  terms  of  the  act  exempt  from  its 
operation  those  now  on  duty  in  the  field,  so  that  if  it  becomes  a  law 
it  would  not  even  be  possible  to  avert  the  loss  of  the  best  offic«rs  by 
returning  them  to  duty  in  the  field,  and  dropping  others  of  inferior 
merit.  The  Secretary  of  War  is  left  without  discretion  or  choice  in 
the  matter. 

The  heads  of  the  two  branches  of  service  affected  by  this  act 
apprehend  great  embarrassment  to  their  respective  departments  if  it 
liecomes  a  law.  The  machinery  now  organized  would  be  impaired  in 
its  workings  everywhere,  and  in  some  instances  positively  interrupted 
just  at  the  opening  of  the  most  important  campaign.  Valuable  and 
experienced  officers  would  be  withdrawn  from  service.  Chief  com- 
missaries long  accustomed  to  control  operations  in  an  entire  State, 
quartermasters  thoroughly  informed  as  to  the  ^resources  of  their 
Fespeotive  fields  of  duty,  would  at  short  intervals  be  dropped,  and 
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the  heads  of  these  bureaus  would  be  embarrassed  with  the  difficult 
duty  in  the  midst  of  an  active  campaign  of  supplying  the  places  with 
inexperienced  and  untried  successors. 

The  representations  made  to  me  on  the  subjects  embraced  in  this 
act  by  those  under  whose  immediate  superintendence  its  provisions 
would  be  executed,  together  with  my  own  daily  experience  of  the 
difficulties  attendant  on  the  efficient  dischai^  of  the  duties  of  th^e 
two  indispensable  branches  of  the  service,  have  created  apprehensions 
of  injurious  effects  from  the  passage  of  the  act  too  serious  to  permit 
my  approving  it. 


[Makch  11,  186S. — For  Strother  to  St.  John,  reporting  the  financial 
wants  of  the  Subsistence  Department,  Series  I,  Vol  XL VI,  Part 
II,  p.  1302.] 


JOINT  RESOLUTION  providing  for  donations  to  the  Treasury  of  the  Confed- 

•  erate  States. 

Whereas,  many  patriotic  citizens  have  expressed  their  desire  to' 
contribute,  by  donations  of  money,  jewels,  gold  and  silver  plate,  and 
public  securities,  to  the  relief  of  the  Treasury:  Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  ihe  Confederate  States  of  America^ 
That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorizecl 
to  receive  all  such  donations,  and  to  publish  in  the  daily  papers  a  list 
of  the  donations  received  and  the  names  of  the  donors. 

Sec.  2.  That  when  the  said  contributions  shall  consist  of  certificates 
of  indebtedness,  lawfully  issued  by  disbursing  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  parties  holding  the  same  are  willing  to  give  a  part, 
but  unable  to  give  the  whole,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  receive  the  proportion  offered,  if  not  less  than  one 
moiety,  and  to  return  the  other  moiety  in  certificates  of  indebtedness 
receivable  in  payment  of  taxes. 

Sec.  3.  To  render  the  said  public  securities  so  donated  available  to 
the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to 
redeem  the  same  before  maturity,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  March  13,  1865. 


The  Senate  and  House  op  Representatives  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America: 

I  have  now  under  consideration  the  act  entitled  *'An  act  to  diminish 
the  number  of  exemptions  and  details,"  which  has  passed  both  Houses, 
and  was  presented  to  roe  on  Saturday,  the  11th  instant. 

The  act  contains  two  provisions  which  would  in  practice  so  impair 
the  efficiency  of  the  service  as  to  counterbalance  if  not  outweigh  the 
advantages  that  would  result  from  the  other  clauses  contained  in  it. 

The  third  section  exempts  all  skilled  artisans  and  mechanics  in  tiie 
employment  of  the  Government  from  all  military  service.    A  very 
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^'  ^portant  and  indeed  indispensable  portion  of  onr  local  defense  troops 
^  consists  of  these  mechanics  and  artisans.  They  amount  to  many 
thousands  in  the  Confederacy,  and  while  they  are  and  should  remain 
exempt  from  general  service,  no  good  cause  is  perceived  why  they 
should  not,  like  all  other  citizens  capable  of  bearing  arms,  be  organ- 
ized for  local  defense  and  be  ready  to  defend  the  localities  in  which 
they  are  respectively  employed  against  sudden  faids  and  incursions... 
If  exempt  from  this  looal  service,  it  will  be  necessary  to  detach  in 
many  cases  troops  from  tlie  armies  in  the  field  to  guard  the  towns  and 
workshops  where  they  are  employed.  It  is  believed  that  if  this 
provision  become  a  law,  the  gain  of  strength  resulting  from  the 
repeal  of  other  exemptions  enacted  by  the  first  section  of  the  law 
would  be  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  loss  of  this  local  force. 

The  second  provision  to  which  I  refer  is  that  which  revokes  fl>ll 
details  and  exemptions  heretofore  granted  by  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  War,  and  prohibits  the  grant  of  such  exemptions  and 
details  hereafter.  There  is  little  hazard  in  saying  that  such  a  provision  ' 
could  not  be  executed  without  so  disorganizing  the  public  service  as 
to  produce  very  injurious  results.  In  every  department  of  the  Govern-, 
ment,  in  every  branch  of  the  service  throughout  the  country,  there 
are  duties  to  be  performed  which  cannot  be  discharged  except  by  men 
instructed  and  trained  in  their  performance.  Long  experience  makes 
them  experts.  Their  services  become  in  their  peculiar  sphere  of  duty 
worth  to  the  country  greatly  more  than  any  they  could  possibly  render 
in  the  field.  Some  of  these  it  would  be  impossible  immediately  to 
replace.  The  Treasury  expert  who  detects  a  forged  note  at  a  glance; 
the  accounting  ofiicer  whose  long  experience  makes  him  a  living  reposi- 
tory of  the  rules  and  precedents  which  guard  the  Treasury  from  frauds; 
the  superintendent  of  the  manufacturing  establishments  of  the  Govern- 
ment which,  supply  shoes,  harness,  wagons,  ambulances,  &e. ,  for  the 
Army;  the  employ^  who  have  been  specially  trained  in  the  distribu- 
tion and  subdivision  of  mail  matter  among  the  various  routes  by 
which  it  is  to  reach  its  destination,  are  among  the  instances  that  are 
afforded  by  the  daily  experience  of  executive  officers.  To  withdraw! 
from  the  public  service  at  once  and  without  any  means  of  replacing 
them,  the  very  limited  number  of  experts,  believed  to  be  less  than  > 
100,  who  are  affected  by  the  bill,  is  to  throw  the  whole  machinery  Of 
Government  into  confusion  and  disorder,  at  a  period  when  none  who 
are  not  engaged  in  executive  duties  can  have  an  adequate  idea  of  the 
difficulties  by  which  they  are  already  embarrassed.  —J 

The  desire  of  the  Executive  and  the  Secretary  of  War  to  obtain  for 
the  Army  the  services  of  every  man  available  for  the  public  defense 
can  hardly  be  doubted,  and  Confess  may  be  assured  that  nothing  but 
iini>erative  public  necessity  could  induce  the  exercise  of  any  discretion 
vested  in  them  to  retain  men  out  of  the  Army.  But  no  Government 
can  be  administered  without  vesting  some  discretion  in  Executive 
officers  in  tlie  application  of  general  rules  to  classes  of  the  population. 
Individual  exceptions  exist  to  all  such  rules,  in  the  very  nature  of 
things,  and  these  exceptions  cannot  be  provided  for  by  legislation  in 
advance. 

I  earnestly  hope  that  Congress  will  pass  an  amendment  to  the  act 
now  under  consideration,  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  recom- 
mendations, so  that  1  may  be  able  by  signing  both  the  act  and  amend- 
ment to  secure  unimpaired  benefit  from  the  proposed  legislation. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
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Executive  Office, 
Richmond^  March  13^  1865. 
The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Confeder- 
ate States: 

I  have  returned  witti  my  approval  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regu- 
late the  business  of  conHcription."  There  is,  however,  one  section  of 
the  act  which  seems  to  me  to  threaten  injury  to  the  service  unless 
essentially  modified. 

The  eiglith  section  provides  that  there  shall  be  in  each  Congressional 
district  "a  medical  boarii  composed  of  three  surgeons  who,  after  due 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting,  shall  visit  each  county 
of  their  district  at  least  once  in  three  months,  and  shall  examine  for 
discharge  or  recommendation  for  light  duty  all  conscripts  who  have 
been  furloughed  under  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  section.  Every 
discharge  granted  by  said  Medical  Board  shall  be  final  and  shall 
relieve  the  party  from  all  military  service  in  the  future  when  the  dis- 
ability is  permanent  and  the  cause  of  it  is  set  forth  in  the  certificate." 

It  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  under  the  terms  of  this  section  con- 
siderable numbers  of  men  will  be  finally  discharged  from  military 
service  while  competent  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  their  country.  The 
terms  of  the  law  do  not  requii-e  that  the  disability  shall  be  total,  as 
well  as  permanent,  in  order  to  entitle  the  soldier  to  be  discharged. 
The  loss  of  a  limb,  or  stiffness  of  a  joint,  or  even  the  loss  of  the  dex- 
ter forefinger,  lameness,  near-sightedness,  partial  deafness  are  in- 
stances of  disability,  permanent  but  not  total,  and  which  may  well 
exist  without  rendering  the  individual  incompetent  to  perform  valu- 
able service  in  xH)sts,  garrisons,  or  even  in  active  operations. 

The  number  of  surgeons  required  for  the  duty  imposed  by  this  sec- 
tion would  be  about  150  in  addition  to  the  local  physicians.  We  have 
no  medical  officers  to  spare  from  attendance  upon  the  troops  and  in 
hospitals,  so  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  appoint  this  number  of 
new  officers  who  would  generally  be  drawn  from  men  in  active  serv- 
ice in  the  field.  After  the  first  visit  to  the  different  counties  these 
officers  would  have  so  I  ittle  to  do  as  to  be  practically  supernumeraries 
supported  by  the  Government  at  great  cost,  and  with  the  loss  of  their 
services  in  the  field.  Of  the  three  surgeons  who  are  to  compose  tJie 
Board  only  two  are  to  be  public  officers,  so  that  any  resident  physi- 
cian of  a  county  in  connection  with  a  single  army  sutgeon  would  have 
power  by  action,  from  which  there  is  no  appeal,  to  discharge  per- 
manently from  service  any  inhabitant  of  the  county  in  which  he 
practices  his  profession.  When  we  consider  the  strong  opposition 
manifested  in  many  districts  of  country  to  the  system  of  conscription, 
and  the  many  influences  which  are  resorted  to  by  those  who  seek  to 
escape  service,  there  is  much  cause  to  fear  that  the  effect  of  these 
provisions  will  be  to  deplete  our  reduced  forces  to  a  serious  ext-ent, 
aud  I  hope  it  will  be  the  pleasure  of  Congress  to  repealthis  section  or 
materially  to  modify  its  provisions. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  Va.,  March  13,  1865. 
The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America: 

When  informed  on  Thursday  last  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress to  adjourn  sine  die  on  the  ensuing  Saturday,  I  deemed  it  my 
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duty  to  reqnest  a  postponement  of  the  adjournment  in  order  that  I 
might  submit  for  your  consideration  certain  matters  of  pablio  inter- 
est which  are  now  laid  before  yitu.  When  that  request  was  made  the 
most  important  measures  that  had  occupied  your  attention  during  the 
session  had  not  been  so  far  advanced  as  to  be  submitted  for  Executive 
action,  and  the  fetate  of  the  country  had  been  so  materially  affected 
by  the  events  of  the  last  four  months  as  to  evince  the  necessity  of 
further  and  more  energetic  legislation  than  was  contemplated  in 
November  last. 

Our  country  is  now  environed  with  perils  which  it  is  our  duty 
calmly  to  contemplate.  Tlius  alone  can  the  measures  necessary  to 
avert  threatened  calamities  be  wisely  devised  and  efficiently  enforced. 

Recent  military  operations  of  the  enemy  have  been  successful  in 
the  capture  of  some  of  our  sea-ports,  in  interrupting  some  of  our  lines 
of  communication,  and  in  devastating  large  districts  of  our  country. 
These  events  have  had  the  natural  effect  of  encouraging  our  foes  and 
dispiriting  many  of  our  people.  The  Capital  of  the  Confederate 
States  is  now  threatened,  and  is  in  greater  danger  than  it  has  hereto- 
fore been  during  the  war.  The  fact  is  stated  without  reserve  or  con- 
cealment, as  due  to  the  people  whose  servants  we  are,  and  in  whose 
courage  and  constancy  entire  trust  is  reposed ;  as  due  to  you  in  whose 
wisdom  and  resolute  spirit  the  people  have  confided  for  the  adoption 
of  the  measures  required  to  guard  them  from  threatened  perils. 

While  stating  to  you  that  our  country  is  in  danger,  I  desire  also 
to  state  my  deliberate  conviction  thkt  it  is  within  our  power  to  avert 
the  calamities  which  menace  us,  and  to  secure  the  triumph  of  the 
sacred  cause  for  which  so  much  sacrifice  has  been  made,  so  much  suf- 
fering endured,  so  many  precious  lives  been  lost.  This  result  is  to 
be  obtained  by  fortitude,  by  courage,  by  constancy  in  enduring  the 
sacrifices  still  needed ;  in  a  word ,  by  the  prompt  and  resolute  devotion 
of  the  whole  resources  of  men  and  money  in  the  Confederacy  to  the 
achievement  of  our  liberties  and  independence.  The  measures  now 
required,  to  be  successful,  should  be  prompt.  Long  deliberation  and 
-  protracted  debate  over  important  measures  are  not  only  natural,  but 
laudable  in  representative  assemblies  under  ordinary  circumstances; 
but  in  moments  of  danger,  when  action  becomes  urgent,  the  delay 
thus  caused  is  itself  a  new  source  of  jwril.  Thus  it  has  unfortunately 
happened  that  some  of  the  measures  passed  by  you  in  pursuance  of 
the  recommendations  contained  in  my  message  6f  November  last  have 
been  so  retarded  as  to  lose  much  of  their  value,  or  have,  for  the  same 
reason,  been  abandoned  after  being  matured,  because  no  longer 
applicable  to  our  altered  condition,  and  others  have  not  been  brought 
under  examination.  In  making  these  remarks  it  is  far  from  my  inten- 
tion to  attribute  the  loss  of  time  to  any  other  cause  than  those  inher- 
ent in  deliberative  assemblies,  but  only  urgently  to  recommend 
prompt  action  upon  the  measures  now  submitted. 

We  need,  for  carrying  on  the  war  successfully,  men  and  supplies 
for  the  Army.  We  have  Iwth  within  our  country  sufficient  to  obtain 
success.  To  obtain  the  supplies  it  is  necessary  to  protect  productive 
districts  and  guard  our  lines  of  communication  by  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  our  forces;  and  hence  it  results  that  with  a  large  augmen- 
tation in  the  number  of  men  in  the  Army,  the  facility  of  supplying 
the  troops  would  be  greater  than  with  our  present  reduced  strength. 
For  the  purchase  of  the  supplies  now  required,  especially  for  the 
armies  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  the  Treasury  must  be  pro- 
vided with  means,  and  a  modification  in  the  impressment  law  is 
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required.  It  has  been  ascertained  by  examination  that  we  have 
within  our  reach  a  sufficiency  of  what  is  most  needed  for  the  Army, 
without  having  recourse  to  the  ample  provision  existing  in  those  parts 
of  the  Confederacy  with  which  our  communication  has  been  partially 
interrupted  by  hostile  operations.  But  in  some  districts  from  which 
supplies  are  to  be  drawn,  the  inhabitants,  being  either  within  the 
enemy's  lines  or  in  very  close  proximity,  are  unable  to  make  use  of 
Confederate  Treasury  notes  for  the  purchase  of  articles  of  prime 
necessity,  and  it  is  necessary  that  to  some  extent  coin  be  paid  in 
order  to  obtain  supplies.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  Con- 
gress devise  the  means  for  making  available  the  coin  within  the  Con- 
federacy for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  Army.  The  officers  of  the 
supply  departments  report  that  with  $3,000,000  in  coin  the  armies 
in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  can  be  amply  supplied  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year,  and  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  should  suffice 
to  insure  the  adoption  of  the  measures  necessary  to  obtain  this  mod- 
erate sum. 

The  impressment  law  as  it  now  exists  prohibits  the  public  officers 
from  impressing  supplies  without  making  payment  of  the  valuation  at 
the  time  of  impressment.  The  limit  fixed  for  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  has  been  nearly  reached,  and  the  Treasury  cannot  always  fur- 
nish the  funds  necessary  for  prompt  payment;  while  the  law  for  rais- 
ing revenue,  which  would  have  afforded  means  for  diminishing,  if 
not  removing  this  difficulty,  was  iinfortunately  delayed  for  several 
months,  and  has  just  been  sign^.  In  this  condition  of  things  it  is 
impossible  to  supply  the  Army,  although  ample  stores  may  exist  in 
the  country,  whenever  the  owners  refuse  to  give  credit  to  the  public 
officer.  It  is  necessary  that  thisjestriction  on  the  power  of  impre.ss- 
ment  be  removed.  The  power  is  admitted  to  be  objectionable,  liable 
to  abuse,  and  unequal  in  its  operations  on  individuals;  yet  ^  these 
objections  must  yield  to  absolute  necessity.  It  is  also  suggested  that 
the  system  of  valuation  now  established  ought  to  be  radically  changed. 
The  legislation  requires  in  such  cases  of  impressment  that  the  market 
price  be  paid,  but  there  is  really  no  market  price  in  many  cases,  and 
the  valuation  is  made  arbitrarily  and  in  a  depreciated  currency.  The 
result  is  that  tlie  most  extravagant  prices  are  fixed,  such  as  no  one 
expects  ever  to  be  paid  in  coin.  None  believe  that  the  Government 
can  ever  redeem  in  coin  the  obligation  to  pay  150  a  bushel  for  com, 
or  $700  a  barrel  for  flour.  It  would  seem  to  be  more  just  and  appropri- 
ate to  estimate  the  supplies  impres.sed  at  their  value  in  coin,  to  give 
the  obligation  of  the  Government  for  the  payment  of  the  price  in  coin 
with  reasonable  interest;  or,  at  the  option  of  the  creditor,  to  return  in 
kind  the  wheat  or  corn  impressed,  with  a  reasonable  interest  also 
payable  in  kind,  aud  to  make  the  obligations  thus  issued  receivable 
for  all  payments  due  in  coin  to  the  Government.  Whatever  be  the 
value  attached  by  Congress  to  these  suggestions,  it  is  hox>ed  that 
there  will  be  no  hesitation  in  so  changing  the  law  as  to  render  it  pos- 
sible to  supply  the  Army  in  case  of  necessity  for  the  impressment  of 
provisions  for  that  purpose. 

The  measure  adopted  to  raise  i-evenue,  though  liberal  in  its  pro- 
visions, being  clearly  inadequate  to  meet  the  arrear  of  debt  and  the 
current  expenditure,  some  degree  of  embarrassment  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  finances  must  continue  to  be  felt.  It  is  to  be  r^retted,  I 
think,  that  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  a 
tax  on  agricultural  income  equal  to  the  augmented  tax  on  oUier 
incomes,  payable  in  Treasury  notes,  was  rejected  by  Congress.  This 
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tax  would  have  contributed  materially  to  facilitate  the  purchase  of 
proviBionB  and  diminish  the  necessity  that  is  now  felt  for  a  supply  of 

coin. 

The  measures  passed  by  Congress  during  the  session  for  recruiting 
the  Army  and  supplying  the  additional  force  needed  for  the  public 
defense  have  been,  in  my  judgment,  insufficient,  and  I  am  impelled 
by  a  prpfonnd  conviction  of  duty  and  stimulated  by  a  sense  of  the 
perils  which  surround  our  country,  to  ni^e  upoij  you  additional  legis- 
lation on  this  subject. 

The  bill  for  employing  negroes  as  soldiers  has  not  yet  i*eached  me, 
though  the  printed  journals  of  your  proceedings  inform  me  of  its 
passage.  Much  benefit  is  anticipated  from  this  measure,  though  far 
less  than  would  have  resulted  from  ita  adoption  at  an  earlier  date  so 
as  to  afford  time  for  their  organization  and  instruction  during  the 
winter  months. 

The  bill  for  diminishing  the  number  of  exempts  has  just  been 
made  the  subject  of  a  special  message,  and  its  provisions  are  such  as 
vonld  add  no  strength  to  the  Army.  The  recommendation  to  abolish 
all  class  exemptions  has  not  met  your  favor,  although  still  deemed  by 
me  a  valuable  and  important  measure;  and  the  number  of  men 
exempted  by  a  new  clause  in  the  act  just  passed  is  believed  to  be 
quite  equal  to  that  of  those  whose  exemption  is  ^voked.  A  law  of  a 
few  lines  repealing  all  class  exemptions  wou]^  not  only  strengthen 
the  forces  in  the  field,  but  be  still  more  beneficial  by  abating  the 
natural  discontent  and  jealousy  created  in  the  Army  by  the  exist- 
ence of  classes  privileged  by  law  to  remain  in  places  of  safety  while 
their  fellow-citizens  are  exposed  in  the  trenches  and  the  field. 

The  measure  most  needed,  however,  at  the  present  time  for  afford- 
ing an  effective  increase  to  our  military  strength  is  a  general  militia 
law,  such  as  the  Gonstittitiun  authorizes  Congress  to  pass,  by  granting 
to  it  power  "to  provide  for  oi^anizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the 
militia,  and  for  governing  such  part  of -them  as  may  be  employed  in 
the  service  of  the  Confederate  States,"  and  the  further  power  "  to  pro- 
vide for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Confed- 
erate Stafes,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions."  The  neces- 
sity for  the  exercise  of  this  power  can  never  exist  if  not  In  the  cir- 
cumstances which  now  surround  ns. 

The  security  of  the  States  against  any  encroachment  by  the  Con- 
federate Government  is  amply  provided  by  the  Constitution  by 
•*  reserving  to  the  States,  respectively,  the  appointment  of  £he  officers, 
and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia  according  to  the  discipline 
prescribed  by  Congress." 

A  law  is  needed  to  prescribe  not  only  how  and  of  what  persons  the 
militia  are  to  be  oi^anized,  but  to  provide  the  mode  of  calling  them 
out.  If  instances  be  required  to  show  the  necessity  for  such  general 
law,  it  is  sufficient  to  mention  that  in  one  case  I  have  been  informed 
by  the  Governor  of  a  State  that  the  law  does  not  permit  him  to  call 
the  militia  from  one  county  for  service  in  another,  so  that  a  single 
brigade  of  the  enemy  could  traverse  the  State  and  devastate  each 
county  in  turn  without  any  power  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to  use 
the  militia  for  effective  defense;  while  in  another  State  the  Executive 
refused  to  allow  the  militia  "to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
Confederate  States"  in  the  absence  of  a  law  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  heretofore,  in  a  confidential  message  to  the  two  Houses, 
stated  the  facts  which  induced  me  to  consider  it  necessary  that  the 
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privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpos  shoald  be  snspended.  The  con- 
viction of  the  necessity  of  this  measure  has  become  deej>er  as  tiie 
events  of  the  struggle  have  been  developed.  Congress  has  not  con- 
curred with  me  in  opinion.  It  is  my  duty  to  say  that  the  time  has 
arrived  when  the  suspension  of  the  writ  is  not  simply  advisable  and 
expedient,  but  almost  indispensable  to  the  successful  conduct  of  the 
war.  On  Congress  must  rest  the  responsibility  of  declining  to  exercise 
a  power  conferred  by  the  Constitution  as  a  means  of  public  safety,  to 
be  used  in  periods  of  national  peril  resulting  from  foreign  invasion. 
If  our  present  circumstanceb  are  not  such  as  were  contemplated  when 
this  power  was  conferred,  I  confess  myself  at  a  loss  to  imagine  any 
contingency  in  which  this  clause  of  the  Constitution  will  not  remain 
a  dead  letter. 

With  the  prompt  adoption  of  the  measures  above  recommended,  and 
the  united  and  hearty  co-operation  of  Congress  and  the  people  in  the 
execution  of  the  laws  and  the  defense  of  the  country,  we  may  enter 
upon  the  present  campaign  with  cheerful  confidence  in  the  result. 
And  who  can  doubt  the  continued  existence  of  that  spirit  and  forti- 
tude in  the  people,  and  of  that  constancy  under  reverses  which  alone 
are  needed  to  render  our  triumph  secure?  What  other  resource 
remains  avaiUble  but  the  undying,  unconquerable  resolve  to  be  fi^? 
It  has  become  certain  beyond  all  doubt  or  question  that  we  must  con- 
tinue this  struggle  to  a  successful  issue  or  must  make  abject  and 
unconditional  submission  to  such  terms  as  it  shall  please  the  con- 
queror to  impose  on  us  after  our  surrender.  If  a  po^ible  doubt  could 
exist  after  the  conference  between  our  Commissioners  and  Mr.  Lincoln, 
as  recently  reported  to  you,  it  would  be  dispelled  by  a  recent  occur- 
rence of  which  it  is  proper  that  you  should  be  informed. 

Congress  will  remember  that  in  the  conference  above  referred  to  our 
Commissioners  were  informed  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  would  not  enter  into  any  agreement  or  treaty  whatever  with 
the  Confederate  States,  nor  with  any  single  State;  -that  the  only  pos- 
sible mode  of  obtaining  peace  was  by  laying  down  our  arms,  disband- 
ing our  forces,  and  yielding  unconditional  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  including  those  passed  for  the  confiscation  of  our 
property,  and  the  constitutional  amendment  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  It  will  be  further  remembered  that  Mr.  Lincoln  declared 
that  the  only  terms  on  which  hostilities  could  cease  were  those  stated 
in  his  message  of  December  last,  in  which  we  were  informed  that  in 
the  event  of  our  penitent  submission  he  would  temper  justice  with 
mercy,  and  that  the  question  whether  we  would  be  governed  as 
dependent  territories  or  i>ermitted  to  have  a  representation  in  their 
Congress  was  one  on  which  he  could  promise  nothing,  but  which  would 
be  decided  by  their  Congress  after  our  submission  had  been  accepted. 

It  has  not,  however,  been  hitherto  stated  to  you  that  in  the  course 
of  the  conference  at  Fortress  Monroe  a  suggestion  was  made  by  one 
of  our  Commissioners  that  the  objection  entertained  by  Mr.  Lincoln 
to  treating  with  the  Government  of  the  Confederacy,  or  with  any 
separate  State,  might  be  avoided  by  substituting  for  the  usual  mode 
of  negotiating  through  commissioners  or  other  diplomatic  agents  the 
method  sometimes  employed  of  a  military  convention  to  be  entered 
into  by  the  commanding  generals  of  the  armies  of  the  two  belligerents. 
This  he  admitted  was  a  power  possessed  by  him,  though  it  was  not 
thought  commensurate  with  all  the  questions  Involved.  As  he  did 
not  accept  the  suggestion  when  made,  he  was  afterward  requested  to 
reconsider  his  conclusion  upon  the  subject  of  a  sospension  of  hostiU- 
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ties,  which  he  agreed  to  do,  but  said  that  he  had  maturely  considered 
of  the  plan  and  had  determined  that  it  could  not  bo  done.  Subse- 
quently, however,  an  interview  with  General  Longstreet  was  asked 
for  by  General  Ord,  commanding  the  enemy's  Army  of  the  James, 
during  which  General  liOngstreet  was  informed  by  him  that  there  was 
a  possibility  of  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  present 
unhappy  d&culties  by  means  of  a  military  convention,  and  that  if  Gen- 
eral Lee  desired  an  interview  on  the  subject  it  would  not  be  declined, 
provided  General  Lee  had  authority  to  act.  This  communication  was 
supposed  to  be  the  consequence  of  the  suggestion  above  referred  to, 
and  General  Lee,  according  to  instructions,  wrote  to  General  Grant 
on  the  2d  of  this  month  proposing  to  meet  him  for  conference  on  the 
subject,  and  stating  that  he  was  vested  with  the  requisite  authority. 
General  Grant's  reply  stated  that  he  had  no  authority  to  accede  to  the 
proposed  conference;  that  his  power  extended  only  to  making  a  con- 
vention on  subjects  purely  of  a  militaiy  character,  and  that  General 
Ord  could  only  have  meant  that  an  interview  would  not  be  refused 
on  any  subject  on  which  he  (General  Grant)  had  the  right  to  act.*  It 
thus  appears  that  neither  with  the  Confederat«  authorities  nor  the 
authorities  of  any  State,  nor  through  the  commanding  generals,  will 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  treat  or  make  any  terms  or 
agreement  whatever  for  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  There  remains, 
then,  for  us  no  choice  but  to  continue  the  contest  to  a  final  issue,  for 
the  people  of  th*e  Confederacy  can  be  but  little  known  to  him  who 
supposes  it  possible  they  would  ever  consent  to  purchase  at  the  cost 
of  degradation  and  slavery  pennissiou  to  live  in  a  country  garrisoned 
by  their  own  negroes  and  governed  by  oflficers  sent  by  the  conqueror 
to  rule  over  them. 

Having  thus  fully  placed  before  you  the  information  requisite  to 
enable  you  to  jud^  of  the  state  of  the  country,  the  dangers  to  which 
we  are  exposed,  and  the  measures  of  legislation  needed  for  averting 
them,  it  remains  for  me  but  to  invoke  your  attention  to  the  consid- 
eration of  those  means  by  which,  above  all  others,  we  may  hope  to 
escape  the  calamities  that  would  result  from  our  failure.  Prominent 
above  all  others  is  the  necessity  for  earnest  and  cordial  co-operation 
between  all  departments  of  government.  State  and  Confederate,  and 
all  eminent  citizens  throughout  the  Confederacy.  To  you  especially, 
as  Senators  and  Representatives,  do  the  people  look  for  encourage- 
ment and  counsel.  To  your  action,  not  only  in  legislative  halls,  but 
in  your  homes,  will  their  eyes  be  turned  for  the  example  of  what  is 
befitting  men  who,  by  willing  sacrifices  on  the  altar  of  freedom,  show 
that  they  are  worthy  to  enjoy  its  blessings.  I  feel  full  confidence  that 
you  will  concur  with  me  in  the  conviction  that  your  public  duties  will 
not  be  ended  when  you  shall  have  closed  the  legislative  labors  of  the 
session,  but  that  yoxir  voice  will  be  heard  cheering  and  encouraging 
the  people  to  that  persistent  fortitude  which  they  have  hitherto  dis- 
played, and  animating  them  by  the  manifestation  of  that  serene  confi- 
dence which  in  moments  of  public  danger  is  the  distinctive  character- 
istic of  the  patriot  who  derives  courage  from  his  devotion  to  his 
country's  destiny  and  is  thus  enabled  to  inspire  the  like  courage  in 
others. 

Thus  united  in  a  common  and  holy  cause,  rising  above  all  selfish 
considerations,  rendering  all  our  means  and  faculties  tributary  to  the 

*For  the  correspondence  between  Grant  and  Lee,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XL  VI, 
Part  n,  pp.  824,  825. 


1136 


C0BRE8P0NDENCE,  ETC. 


country's  welfare,  let  us  bow  submissively  to  the  Divine  will  and 
reverently  invoke  the  blessing  of  our  Heavenly  Father  that,  as  He 
protected  and  guided  our  sires  when  struggling  in  a  similar  cause,  so 
He  will  enable  us  to  guard  safely  our  altars  and  out  firesides,  and 
maintain  inviolate  the  political  rights  which  we  inherited. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  Va.,  March  IS^  1865. 
The  House  of  Repeesentatives: 

Herewith  I  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  covering 
several  communications  from  officers  of  the  Army  in  reference  to  the 
present  condition  of  the  country  as  connected  with  military  defense, 
and  especially  with  the  matter  of  supplies  for  the  Army.  They  will 
serve  to  elucidate  the  message  this  day  transmitted  to  you.  The  last 
in  the  order  of  time  of  those  communications  was  received  after  my 
message  was  transmitted,  and  refers  to  a  contingency  which,  if  it 
should  occur,  must  seriously  affect  the  opinions  whi^  I  then  expressed. 
I  invite  your  special  attention  to  the  papers  submitted. 

JEFFEliSON  DAVIS. 

[iDOlMUrd.) 

War  Department, 

Richmond,  March  13,  1866. 

Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  ike  Confederate  States: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  copies  of  the  following  papers: 
First.  A  letter  addressed  by  me  to  General  B.  E.  Lee,  dated  the 
[8th]  instant.* 

Second.  The  answer  of  General  Lee,  dated  the  [9th]  instant.* 

Third.  Communications  from  the  Qnartermaster-General,  the  Com- 
missary-General, the  chief  of  the  Ordnance  Bureau,  and  the  chief 
of  the  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau,  in  answer  to  a  circular  from  me 
inviting  their  attention  to  those  points  in  General  Lee's  letter  which 
connect  themselves  with  the  respective  departments  of  these  officers,  f 

Fourth.  A  communication  which  I  addressed  to  yon  on  the  [18th] 
ultimo  X  in  regard  to  the  wants  of  the  War  Department,  and  which  was 
at  that  time  transmitted  by  you  to  the  Congress.  The  letter  of  Gen- 
eral Lee  gives  his  view  (in  which  I  concur)  ot  the  military  situation, 
while  the  other  papers  sufficiently  indicate  the  necessity  of  immediate 
action  upon  the  subjects  to  which  they  relate. 

The  whole  is  submitted  for  such  disposition  as  you  may  deem 
advisable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Secretary  of  War. 

•See  Series  I,  Vol.  XLVI, Part  II,  pp.1292, 1295. 

t  These  commnnicationB  not  foona  a»  inclosnres,  excepting  an  incomplete  letter 
from  the  Subsistence  Bureau,  following.  In  this  couDection  see  also  BVench, 
Williams,  and  Claiborne,  to  St.  John,  March  10. 1865,  Series  I,  Vol.  XLVI,  Part 
II,  pp.  1297,  1296,  and  St.  John  to  Breckinridge,  March  18, 1865,  Series  I,  Vol.  LI, 
Partll,  p.  1067. 

}  See  Series  I,  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  U,  p.  1889. 


Digitized  by 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES. 


1137 


[Sub-lnclosure.] 

Confederate  States  of  America,  Subsistence  Bureau, 

MiehmoTidf  March  10,  1865. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridqb, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date,  calling  aitention 
to  points  in  the  letter  of  the  General-in-Chief,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state: 

First.  As  to  the  existence  of  commissary  supplies  in  the  country,  I 
express  the  general  opinion  that  a  sufficient  surplus  remains  within 
the  Confederate  lines  in  Vii^inia,  North  Carolina,  upper  South  Caro- 
lina, and  East  Tennessee  to  subsist  the  Confederate  forces  operating 
therein  until  the  next  crop  can  be  made  available.  This  opinion  is 
based  upon  a  careful  review  of  the  Bureau  information  up  to  the  20th 
ultimo,  and  after  personal  conference  with  leading  farmers,  millers, 
and  men  of  business.  It  assumes  that  four  mouths'  supply  will  be 
retained  for  local  wants,  and  does  not  include  the  small  and  very 
uncertain  supplies  which  may  be  wagoned  over  froi|i  Georgia. 

Second.  As  to  the  collection  of  these  supplies  I  express  the  further 
opinion  that  with  adequate  military  protection  in  the  more  exposed 
localities,  and  with  a  prompt  supply  of  suitable  funds,  the  officers 
and  agents  of  this  service  can  keep  the  depot  full  in  anticipation  of 
all  arrangements  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  to  remove  and 
forward.  In  the  present  condition  of  the  country  great  effort  will  be 
required,  but  with  funds  it  can  be  done.  To  aid  the  Government 
officers  a  very  active  popular  movement  has  been  initiated  and  pressed 
by  the  Bureau,  but  it  must  be  regai-ded  as  simply  auxiliary  and  not 
to  be  relied  upon  as  a  permanent  source  of  supply. 

Prompt  payment  in  funds  that  will  be  received  without  compulsion 
are  considered  indispensable  in  arranging  a  certain  supply  for  the 
future;  without  this  all  efforts  will  be  paraljrzed.  The  commissaiy 
debt  now  exceeds  $70,000,000. 

Third.  As  to  transportation  of  these  supplies,  in  the  Southwest  and 
in  North  Carolina  the  forces  can  be  subsisted  from  local  resources 
and  with  the  ordinary  army  transportation,  but  the  Army  of  Korthem 
Virginia  must  be  supplied  by  distant  railroad  transportation;  and  at 
least  to  Abingdon,  Va.,  and  to  Goldsborough  aud  Charlotte,  N.  C, 
120  tons  of  commissaiy  supplies  daily 

[Incomplete.] 


[Mahch  13,  1865. — For  Davis  to  Lee,  relating  to  the  signing  of  the 
bill  for  putting  negroes  into  the  Army,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLVI, 
Part  II,  p.  1308.] 


Macon,  March  IS,  1865. 

Governor  Joseph  E.  Brown: 

Detailed  agriculturists  are  now  ordered  into  Confederate  service  in 
the  field.  Will  those  whom  you  called  and  who  went  into  the  militia 
be  compelled  to  report  for  duty  in  Confederate  service,  or  wiU  you 
claim  them  still  in  the  militia  ?   Answer  immediately  by  telegraph. 

T.  R.  STEWART. 

72  R  R— SERIES  IV,  VOL  III 
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Executive  Department, 
MtUedgeviUe,  Oa.,  March  IS,  1865. 
All  persons  belonging  to  Major-Geaeral  Smith's  division  are  in  the 
actual  military  service  of  the  State.  No  one  of  them,  whether 
detailed  agricnlturists  or  not,  will  obey  any  order  from  a  Confederate 
officer,  unless  so  directed  by  General  Smith,  when  he  is  under  orders 
from  me  to  report  t>o  a  Confederate  general.  The  State  took  the 
detailed  agriculturists  into  her  military  service  at  a  time  when,  accord- 
ing to  tlio  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  they  were  not  in  the  military 
service  of  the  Confederacy,  and  the  Confederate  officers  can  take  no 
control  over  them  without  the  consent  of  the  State  till  they  are  dis- 
banded by  the  State.    They  are  now  only  on  furlough. 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN. 


State  of  Virginia,  Executive  Department, 

Richmond,  March  i4»  1865. 
The  Honorable  the  Courts  of  the  Counties,  Cities,  Ac,  named  in 
the  Annexed  .Schedule  : 

Gentlemen:  In  compliance  with  the  requisition  from  the  Presi- 
dent'of  the  Confederate  States,  under  the  law  recently  enacted  by  the 
General  Assembly  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  accompanying),  I, 
William  Smith,  Governor  of  Virginia,  as  required  by  said  act,  do 
hereby  call  upon  the  courts  of  the  counties,  cities,  and  towns  in  the 
annexed  schedule  for  10  per  centum  of  the  slaves  therein,  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty-five  years,  capable  of  ordinary  labor. 

Instriiciions. — It  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
slaves  within  the  prescribed  ages  within  their  respective  jurisdictions. 
This  duty  compreliends  all  slaves,  however  employed,  not  embraced 
in  former  requisitions  by  the  Governor.  It  includes  all  slaves  hired 
by  the  Confederate  Government  or  any  of  its  agents. 

Slaves  impressed  or  allotted  under  this  requisition  may  be  detailed 
by  Confederate  authority,  but  when  so  detailed  they  cannot  be 
replaced  by  a  new  impressment. 

The  courts  must  include  among  those  from  whom  the  allotment  is 
to  l>e  made  all  the  capable  slaves  between  the  before-mentioned  ages 
within  their  jurisdictions,  whether  owned  or  hired,  except  the  slaves 
of  parties  owning  or  hiring  but  one  slave  each. 

No  county  exempt. — AH  counties,  Ac,  whether  ravaged  by  the 
enemy  or  stripped  of  their  slave  labor,  to  whatever  extent,  are  bound 
to  furnish  the  required  per  centum  of  what  is  left,  except  in  rucIi 
counties,  &c.,  as  may  have  lost  two-thirds  of  their  staves;  in  which 
case  no  person  in  such  counties,  nnless  he  have  more  than  two  such 
slaves,  is  liable  to  allotment. 

Exempiums. — The  Governor  is  intrusted  with  the  jmwer  to  exempt 
in  cases  in  which  the  law  cannot  or  ought  not  to  be  enforced ;  in  cases 
in  which  the  slave-owner,  from  sickness  or  other  calamity,  has  but 
one  slave  liable  to  draft.    He  cannot  exempt  in  any  other  cases. 

Slaves  not  subject  to  draft. — Where  a  soldier  in  service,  or  a  widow 
having  a  son,  or  whose  husband  has  died  therein,  has  but  one  slave, 
either  owned  or  hired. 

The-  allotment — All  persons  required  by  the  court  to  furnish  negroes 
under  this  requisition  failing  to  deliver  them  at  the  time  and  place 
designated  will  incur  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $3  nor  more  than  $10  f  oi 
each  negro  and  for  every  day  for  which  he  may  be  withheld.  Tliig 
penalty  will  be  rigidly  exacted. 
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All  slaves  not  delivered  by  the  sheriff,  &c.,  maybe  seized  by  the 
enrolling  officer  of  the  county,  or  sach  other  agency  as  the  Confeder- 
ate Government  may  provide. 

PenaUies. — The  sheriif,  for  neglect  of  duty,  is  liable  to  a  penalty  of 
not  less  than  $500  nor  more  than  $2,000. 

Clerks,  justices  of  the  peace,  or  sheriffs  failing  or  refusing  to  per- 
form the  duties  imposed  l>y  this  act  are  guilty  of  malfeasance  iu  office, 
and  upon  conviction  thereof  in  the  circuit  court  their  offices  are 
declared  vacant. 

Owners  of  slaves  will  observe  that  for  their  slaves  they  will  be 
entitled  to  160  per  month  each,  soldiers'  rations,  medicines,  and  med- 
ical attendance;  that  they  are  entitled  to  an  overseer  of  their  own 
selection;,  that  they  can  furnish  their  slaves  rations,  which  can  be 
commuted,  and  that  their  overseers  will  be  allowed  to  issue  them. 

I  regret  to  have  to  inform  the  counties  that  many  of  them  have 
-wholly  neglected  to  respond  to  the  former  requisition,  and  that  the 
new  act  has  been  passed  to  prevent  in  future  such  delinquency.  I 
need  not  say  that  it  will  be  rigidly  enforced.  Nothing  but  the  stern- 
est necessity  has  induced  the  present  calL  The  officer  conducting 
this  branch  of  the  service  says: 

In  consideration  of  the  urgent  need  for  labor  on  the  defenses  in  the  vicinity  of 
Sichmond  and  Petersburg,  as  set  forth  in  the  letter  of  Brigadier-General  Stevens, 
chief  engineer  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  written  by  direction  of  Gen- 
eral Lee,  I  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
gaoA  to  the  modified  act  of  Assembly  of  March  1865.  Every  day  that  is  lost 
may  involve  most  serions  consequences  to  our  conntry.  The  negroes  should  be 
delivered  to  Captain  Snead,  adjutant  to  General  W.  H.  Stevem,  chief  engineer, 
comer  of  Franuin  and  Nineteenth  streets,  city  of  Bichmond. 

I  earnestly  hope  prompt  and  immediate  response  to  this  call  will  be 
made,  involving,  as  it  does,  the  safety  of  the  capital  of  our  State,  and, 
it  may  be,  of  the  institution  of  slavery  itself. 
Respectfully,  Ac, 


The  following  are  the  counties,  cities,  Ac,  called  on  for  their  quotas 
of  10  per  cent,  of  slaves: 

Albemarle,  Alleghany,  Amelia,  Amherst,  Appomattox,  Augusta, 
Sath,  Bedfoi'd,  Botetourt,  Brunswick,  Buchanan,  Buckingham,  Camp- 
l>eU,  Caroline,  Charlotte,  Chesterfield,  Craig,  Cumberland,  Danville, 
Dinwiddie,  Floyd,  Fluvanna,  Franklin,  Giles,  Goochland,  Grayson, 
Greenbrier,  Greene,  Halifax,  Hanover,  Henrico,  Henry,  Highland, 
King  and  Queen,  King  William,  Lee,  Louisa,  Lunenburg,  Madison, 
3Iecklenburg,  Jlercer,  Monroe,  Montgomery,  Nelson,  Nottoway, 
Orange,  Patrick,  Petersburg,  Pittsylvania,  Powhatan,  Prince  Edward, 
^Rappahannock,  Richmond  City,  Roanoke,  Rockbridge,  Russell,  Seott, 
jSmyth,  Spotsylvania,  Surry,  Sussex,  Tazewell,  Washington. 


.-AtJ  ACT  pTescribing  the  mode  of  apportioning  slaves  to  work  on  fortifications 
and  other  public  works,  and  regulating  the  impressment  of  slaves  therefor  by 
the  Confederate  Government,  passed  March  4,  1865. 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
c>f  the  Governor,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  whenever 
tliereto  requested  by  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  call 
■into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  for  labor  on  fortifications 
£ft,Kd  other  works  for  the  public  defense  within  this  State,  from  time  to 
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time,  for  a  period  not  exceeding  sixty  days,  a  number  of  male  slaves, 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty-five  years,  not  exceeding  ten 
thousand  at  any  one  time,  and  not  exceeding  in  any  county  or  corpora- 
tion one-fifth  of  the  number  of  male  Blaves  therein  between  the  ages 
aforesaid,  to  be  apportioned  by  tlie  Governor.  In  making  said  appor- 
tionment it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  ascertain  the  number  of  slaves  in 
each  county  or  corporation  liable  to  requisition;  but  the  Grovemor, 
with  the  limitation  hereinbefore  specified,  may  require  all  the  counties 
and  corporations  to  furnish  a  like  proportion  of  their  slaves  between 
the  ages  specified.  Such  requisition  shall  be  apportioned  ratably 
among  ail  the  owners  or  possessors  of  slaves  in  the  several  counties 
and  corporations  so  as  to  charge  each  owner  or  possessor  with  the 
same  proportion  of  his  male  slaves,  between  the  ages  specified,  capa- 
ble of  performing  ordinary  labor,  to  be  judged  of  by  the  court,  which 
may  be  demanded  from  his  county  or  corporation.  The  sum  of  sixty 
dollars  per  month  for  each  slave  shall  be  paid  by  the  Confederate 
States  to  the  person  entitled  to  his  services,  and  soldiers'  rations, 
medicines  and  medical  attendance  furnished;  and  the  value  of  all 
such  slaves  as  may,  without  the  default  of  the  owner,  die  during  their 
term  of  service,  or  thereafter,  from  injaries  received  or  diseases  con- 
tracted in  sach  service,  or  not  be  returned  to  the  owners,  shall  be  paid 
by  the  Confederate  States  to  the  owners  of  such  slaves.  If  such  slaves 
shall  be  injured  while  in  such  service,  full  compensation  therefor 
shall  bomadetothe  owners;  and  in  all  cases  the  burden  of  proof  shall 
be  on  the  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States  to  discharge  the  lat- 
ter from  liability  to  the  former.  Hired  slaves  shall  be  regarded  as  the 
slaves  of  their  temporary  owners  in  apportioning  for  the  purposes  of 
this  act,  but  when  such  slaves  shall  be  held  by  persons  owning  other 
slaves  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  temporary  owner  to  select  one  or 
more  of  the  hired  slaves  to  be  sent  to  the  public  works;  but  ih,  every 
such  case  tVie  slave  or  slaves  to  be  sent  shall  be  ascertained  by  lot,  in 
which  each  of  said  slaves,  as  well  those  owned  as  hired,  shall  be  drawn 
for  by  the  court :  Provided^  That  the  Governor  shall  exempt  from  the 
operation  of  this  act  any  county  or  corporation,  or  any  part  thereof, 
in  which  he  may  be  satisfied  the  lav  cannot  be  enforced,  or  in  which, 
by  reason  of  losses  by  the  public  enemy,  or  of  contiguity  to  the  ene- 
my's lines,  it  ought  not,  in  his  judgment,  to  be  enforced;  of  which  he 
shall  judge  upon  the  affidavits  of  the  commissioner  of  tho  revenue, 
the  clerk  and  presiding  justice  of  the  county  or  corporation  court,  and 
such  other  evidence  or  information  as  may  be  laid  before  him;  and, 
in  cases  where,  by  reason  of  sickness  or  by  other  calamity,  a  slave- 
holder shall  have  but  one  male  slave  liable  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  Governor  to  exempt  said  slave-holder 
from  the  impressment  or  draft:  Provided  furtlier^  That  in  no  case 
where  any  person  shall  own  or  have  hired  but  one  slave  liable  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  said  slave  be  impressed,  or  drafted,  or 
counted,  in  ascertaining  the  quota  of  a  county  or  corporation:  Pro- 
vided furtlier.  That  whenever  it  shall  be  certified  to  the  Governor  by 
the  county  court  of  any  county  that  two-thirds  of  the  male  slaves 
described  in  this  act  zn  such  county  have  been  rem,oved  from  said 
county  by  escape  to  the  enemy,  or  other  cause,  the  requisition  pro- 
vided for  in  this  act  shall  not  be  enforced  in  such  county,  except  in 
the  case  of  persons  therein  who  are  employing  in  tneir  ser\'ice  more 
than  two  slaves  of  said  description. 

2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  soon  as  the  Governor  shall  deter- 
mine to  make  a  requisition  for  slaves  under  this  act  he  shall  give 
notice  thereof  to  the  several  coujities  and  corporations  on  which  the 
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call  may  be  made,  by  causing  to  be  filed  with  the  clerks  of  the  several 
county  and  corporation  coui'ts  copies  of  the  requisition  made  on  their 
respective  counties  and  corporations;  and  thereupon  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  said  clerks  forthwith  to  issue  a  summons  to  all  the  acting  jus- 
tices of  their  respective  counties  and  corporations,  requiring  them  to 
meet  at  the  court-houses  of  their  counties  and  corporations  on  a  day 
to  be  named  in  the  summons,  not  later  than  six  days  from  the  filing 
of  the  requisition,  to  carry  the  same  into  effect;  which  sumjnons  shall 
be  directed  to  and  executed  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county  or  sei^eant  of 
the  corporation,  as  the  case  may  be. 

3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  county  and  corporation  courts, 
after  being  duly  convened,  i\s  aforesaid,  and  not  less  than  five  justices 
being  present,  to  ascertain,  by  the  assistance  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  revenue  of  their  respective  counties  and  corporations,  or  otherwise, 
the  entire  number  of  male  slaves  therein  between  the  ages  specified, 
subject  to  requisition  under  this  act;  and  after  ascertaining  the  same 
to  apportion  the  requisition  aforesaid,  without  delay,  among  all  the 
holders  of  such  slaves,  so  as  to  charge  each  slave-holder,  as  near  as 
may  be,  with  the  same  proportion  of  his  male  slaves  between  the  ages 
of  eighteen  and  fifty-five,  capable  of  performing  ordinary  labor,  as 
may  be  demanded  from  his  county  or  corporation,  throwing  into 
classes,  when  necessar}',  the  holders  of  but  one  or  few  slaves,  and  of 
fractions  of  slaves,  and  ascertaining  by  lot,  or  agreement  between 
the  parties,  or  otherwise,  the  slave  or  slaves  to  be  sent  to  the  public 
works  from  such  classes,  and  giving,  as  far  as  practicable,  relief  to 
those  upon  whom  the  lot  or  draft  may  have  fallen  under  any  preced- 
ing requisition:  Provided,  That  in  no  case  of  a  soldier  in  the  service, 
or  a  widow  having  a  son  therein,  or  whose  husband  has  died  in  such 
service,  owning  or  hiring  but  one  male  slave,  shall  such  slave  be 
subject  to  requisition  under  this  act.  But  no  slave-holder  shall  be 
exempted  by  reason  of  having  slaves  in  the  employment  of  the  State 
or  Confederate  Government. 

4.  So  soon  as  the  apportionment  aforesaid  shall  be  made,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  courts  of  the  several  counties  and  corporations  to 
require  each  slave-holder  to  deliver,  on  a  day  and  at  a  place  appointed 
by  the  court,  his  quota  of  slaves  to  the  sheriff  or  sergeant,  as  the  case 
may  be,  to  be  delivered  by  such  sheriff  or  set^eant  to  an  agent  or 
officer  of  the  Confederate  States  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  at  the 
expense  of  the  Confederate  States.  All  slaves  delivered  by  the  holders 
on  the  day  and  at  the  place  designated,  as  aforesaid,  to  be  returned 
at  the  expiration  of  sixty  days.  Slaves  not  delivered  in  accordance 
with  the  order  of  the  court  shall  be  seized  by  the  sheriff  or  sergeant, 
as  the  ease  may  be,  and  delivered,  at  the  expense  of  the  owners,  to 
the  agent  or  officer  of  the  Confederate  States  authorized  to  receive 
them,  and  may  be  held,  0n  the  terms  and  conditions  aforesaid,  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  ninety  days,  unless  sufficient  cause  for  the  fail- 
ure shall  be  ^own  to  the  court  of  the  county  or  corporation  iu  which 
such  failure  may  occur,  and  then  entered  on  record;  in  which  event 
the  expenses  of  said  delivery  shall  be  paid  by  the  Confederate  States, 
and  a  certified  copy  of  such  order  shall  be  concUisive  evidence  of 
such  sufficient  cause ;  and,  moreover,  the  holder  of  such  slave  shall 
be  fined  not  less  than  83  nor  more  than  $10  for  every  day  each  slave 
shall  be  withheld;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  or  sergeant 
to  report  to  the  court,  at  its  next  succeeding  monthly  term,  all  per- 
sonsfailingorrefusingtodelivertheirslavesas  aforesaid.  And  unless 
good  cause  be  shown,  after  ten  days'  notice,  for  such  failure  or  refusal, 
the  court  shall  impose  said  fines,  for  which  an  execution  shall  be 


1142 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


forthwith  issued  by  the  clerk  of  the  court;  which  fines  shall  be 
repeated  from  time  to  time  until  the  order  of  the  court  is  complied 
with.  Any  sheriff  or  sergeant  failing  to  discharge  the  duties  imposed 
by  this  act  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  1500  nor  more  than  $2,000; 
and  any  slave  or  slaves  not  delivered  as  aforesaid  may  be  forthwith 
seized  by  the  enrolling  officer  of  the  Confederate  States  for  the 
county  in  which  the  owner  of  snch  slave  or  slaves  may  reside,  to  be 
by  him  delivered  to  the  proper  officer  of  the  Confederate  States,  to 
be  held  for  the  period  of  ninety  days,  as  aforesaid. 

5.  It  shall  bo  lawful  for  the  proper  authorities  of  the  Confederate 
States  whenever,  in  their  opinion,  the  public  interest  may  require  it, 
to  detail  for  business,  and  at  the  place  from  which  they  have  been 
taken,  any  slaves  drafted  under  the  pi-ovisions  of  this  act;  but  in  no 
case  shall  the  deficiency  in  labor  on  the  public  works,  caused  by 
such  detail,  be  supplied  by  a  new  draft  on  the  other  slave-holders  of 
the  county  or  corporation  in  which  the  detail  may  be  made;  and  any 
slaves  which  shall  be  exempted  from  impressment  or  draft  by  any  law 
of  the  Confederate  States  shall  be  regarded  as  detailed  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act. 

6.  The  clerk  and  sheriff  or  sergeant  shall  attend  the  sessions  of  the 
court,  as  in  other  cases,  and  the  court  may  adjourn  from  time  to  time, 
until  the  business  shall  be  completed. 

7.  Should  any  county  orcorporation  court  failor  refuse  todischarge 
the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  wholly  or  in  part,  for  ten  days  from 
the  filing  of  the  requisition  with  the  clerk  of  the  court,  as  prescribed 
in  the  second  section  of  this  act,  it  shall  bo  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of 
said  court  immediately  to  notify  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confed- 
erate States;  or,  in  case  any  clerk  shall  fail  to  give  such,  notice  to  the 
said  Secretary  in  due  time  after  the  failure  or  refusal  of  such  court 
to  act,  it  shall  thereupon  be  lawful  for  said  Secretary  of  War,  by 
officers  and  agents  of  his  own  selection,  with  the  aid  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  revenue  of  such  county  or  corporation  (who  are  hereby 
required  to  render  such  aid  when  required),  to  impress  from  said 
county  or  corporation  snch  proportion  of  the  slaves  demanded  by  the 
Governor  therefrom  as  may  not  have  been  furnished  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act.  The  slaves  thus  impressed,  together  with  such 
as  may  have  been  furnished  by  such  county  or  corporation  under  this 
act,  shall  not  exceed  one-fifth  of  the  number  of  male  slaves  therein 
between  the  ages  specified,  capable  of  performing  ordinary  labor, 
shall  be  apportioned  among  the  slave-holders  as  herein  above  set  forth, 
and  shall  be  lield  not  longer  than  ninety  days,  for  the  uses  and  upon 
the  terms  and  conditions  set  forth  in  the  first  section  of  this  act. 
Separate  receipts  shall  in  all  cases  be  executed  to  the  owners  by  the 
sheriff  or  other  person  seizing  or  taking  possession  of  slaves  under 
this  act,  and  receipts  shall,  in  like  manner,  he  taken  by  the  sheriflf  or 
other  person  holding  them,  when  slaves  may  be  turned  over  to  the 
agent  or  officer  of  the  Conf«lerate  States.  Slav^  coming  into  the 
possession  of  the  sheriffs,  sergeants,  or  agents  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  under  this  act  shall  be  regarded  as  in  the  possession  and  service 
of  the  Confederate  States,  and  at  their  expense  until  redelivered  to 
their  owners.  For  every  seizure  of  a  slave  by  a  sheriff  or  sergeant, 
under  this  act,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  a  fee  of  $5,  to  be  paid  by  the 
person  failing  to  deliver  such  slaves.  The  willful  failur^  or  refusal 
of  either  the  clerk,  or  any  justice,  or  sheriff,  or  sergeant,  to  perform 
the  duties  required  of  them  under  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  a  malfea- 
sance in  office,  and  on  conviction  thereof  their  offices  shall  become 
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vacant ;  and  for  every  such  failure  or  refusal  it  shall  be  the  duty-  of 
the  Comnionwealth*a  attorney  for  the  circuit  court  of  such  county  or 
corporation  to  cause  tiie  offender  or  offenders  to  be  forthwith  indicted 
for  the  same  in  said  court. 

8.  Under  any  requisition  made  upon  any  county. or  corporation,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  any  number  of  persons  who  may  be  required  to 
furnish  not  less  than  thirty  nor  more  than  forty  .slaves,  to  place  such 
slaves  in  charge  of  an  agent  or  overseer,  not  liable  to  military  duty, 
selected  by  such  owners,  who  shall  deliver  them  to  the  Confederate 
autliorities  at  the  place  where  the  labor  is  to  be  performed,  at  the 
expense  of  the  Confederate  States;  and  such  agent  or  overseer,  if  a  fit 
and  proper  person,  shall  be  employed  by  the  Confederate  Grovemment 
as  the  agent  or  overseer  in  charge  of  the  slaves  during  their  service  of 
sixty  days;  and  such  agent  or  overseer  shall  not  be  discharged  by  any 
officer  of  the  Confederate  Government,  except  for  good  cau^e,  to  be 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War:  Provided,  That  if  the  requisition 
on  any  county  or  corporation  shall  amount  to  only  twenty  slaves,  and 
less  than  thirty,  in  such  case  an  overseer  or  manager,  not  liable  to 
military  duty,  may  l>e  selected,  as  aforesaid. 

9.  The  owners  of  slaves  may  furnish  them  subsistence  and  provis- 
ions, and  in  such  event  shall  be  allowed  commutation  in  money,  in 
lieu  of  rations,  equal  to  the  commutation  allowed  soldiers  in  the 
service.  Transportation  therefor  shall  be  furnished  by  the  Governor, 
and  he  shall  make  such  arrangements  with  the  authorities  of  the 
Confederate  States  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  benefit  thereof 
to  said  slaves. 

10.  All  slaves  sent  voluntarily  by  their  owners  to  the  Confederate 
authorities,  and  accepted  by  them,  shall  stand  on  the  same  footing  as 
if  sent  under  the  proceedings  required  by  this  act. 

11.  This  act  shall  be  communicated  forthwith  by  the  Governor  to 
the  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  shall  be  regarded  as  an 
act  reflating  the  mode  in  which,  and  the  terms  upon  which,  slaves 
in  this  State  shall  be  impressed  by  tlie  Confederate  authorities,  under 
the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  impressments," 
approved  March  2(!,  1863,  to  the  extent  provided  for  in  this  act.  Any 
call  for  slaves  hereafter  made  by  the  President  on  the  Governor  shall 
be  regarded  as  an  assent  to,  and  acceptance  of,  all  the  provisions  of 
this  act  by  the  Confedei'ate  States. 

12.  Be  it  fwrther  enacted.  That"  the  act,  passed  March  13,  18G3, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  'An  act  further  to  provide  for 
the  public  defense,'  passed  October  3,  1862,"  and  the  acts  amendatory 
thereof,  and  all  other  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

13.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  its  passage. 
A  copy  from  the  rolls. 

Test.  WM.  F.  GORDON,  Jr., 

Clerk  House  of  Delegates  and  Keeper  of  Records. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

March  15,  1866. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sm:  I  have  received  a  copy  of  the  act  to  authorize  the  consolidation 
of  companies,  Imttolions,  and  regiments,  approved  23d  of  February, 
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1865,  referred  to  rae  for  my  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  issjiing 
the  necessary  orders  for  carrying  it  into  effect  at  the  present  time. 
The  period  is  very  unfavorable  for  executing  the  law.  The  principal 
army  at  the  South,  under  General  Johnston,  is  now  in  the  field  operat- 
ing against  the  enemy,  and  it  will  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impractica- 
ble, to  reoi^anize  it.  This  army  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  enemy, 
and  active  operations  may  commence  any  day.  It  would  be  extremely 
hazardous  at  this  time,  in  my  opinion,  to  begin  a  general  consolida- 
tion of  the  regiments.  As  the  Department  under  the  law  is  authorized 
to  issue  general  regulations  on  the  subject,  I  think  the  law  might  be 
ordered  to  be  carried  into  effect,  provided  the  time  be  left  discretion- 
ary with  the  commanders  of  the  several  armies.  Occasion,  might  be 
taken  to  unite  certain  companies,  and  advantageously,  and  some 
benefit  be  thus  derived  during  the  campaign.* 

I, have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Qenerai. 


Confederate  States  op  America,  War  Department, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  March,  15,  1865. 
Majs.  J.  AV.  Peorah  and  Thomas  P.  Turner: 

(Through  General  Ewell.) 

Sirs  :  You  are  hereby  authorized  to  raise  a  company  or  companies  of 
negro  soldiers,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  13, 1865.  When  the  requisite  number  shall  have  been  recruit-ed 
they  will  be  mustered  into  the  service  for  the  war  and  muster-rolls 
forwarded  to  this  office.  The  companies  when  organized  will  be  sub- 
ject to  the  rules  and  regulations  governing  the  Provisionai  Army  of 
the  Confederate  States.  , 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JOHN  W.  RIELT, 
Ajssistant  A^mtani-Qeneral. 


B^)ort  of  the  Committee  on  MUiiary  Affairs. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  President's 
message  of  the  13th  instant  as  relates  to  military  affairs  beg  leave  to 
report  that,  after  careful  examination,  they  find  but  two  measures  sug- 
gested in  the  message  for  recruiting  the  Army. 

First.  A  law  of  a  few  lines  repealing  all  class  exemptions. 

Second.  A  general  militia  law. 

The  subject  of  exemptions  has  been  considered  by  Congress  at  each 
session  since  the  organization  of  the  Government  under  the  pemuinent 
Constitution,  and  at  every  session  the  classes  exempted  have  been 
reduced  in  number  and  the  exemptions  in  each  class  liinited  by  addi- 
tional restrictions. 

At  the  present  session  the  "fifteen-negro"  exemption  has  been 
repealed,  and  the  number  of  exemptions  and  details  further  reduced 
and  prohibited.  While  a  few  class  exemptions  (principally  of  preach- 
ers, teachers,  physicians,  and  editore)  are  allowed,  on  certain  condi- 
tions, by  existing  laws,  it  may  Ik?  reasonably  doubted  if  any  increase 

*  The  act  is  puUished  in  General  Orders,  No.  16,  March  25, 186S,  p.  1166. 
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of  the  Army  would  be  effected  by  its  repeal  and  the  substitution  of  an 
al»olute  power  of  detail  by  the  Executive. 

The  committee,  however,  were  of  opinion  that  the  exemptions  now 
allowed  might  be  still  further  reduced  without  serious  public  detri- 
ment, and  at  an  early  day  of  the  session  reported  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose, which,  after  being  partially  considered,  was  postponed,  with  the 
view  to  the  immediate  passage  of  the  *'  act  to  diminish  the  number  of 
exemptions  and  details,"  regarded  as  more  efficient  for  recruiting  the 
Army. 

The  recommendations  of  the  President  to  abolish  all  class  exemp- 
tions, and  to  confer  upon  him  iilone  the  unlimited  power  of  detail, 
presents  the  question  whether  the  representatives  of  the  people  or  the 
Executive  shall  decide  what  persons  shall  constitute  the  Army  in  the 
field  and  what  persons  shall  I'emain  at  home  in  pursuits  indispensable 
to  the  vital  interests  of  the  country. 

Without  discussing  the  policy  of  subjecting  all  classes,  individuals, 
and  avocations  to  the  exclusive  control  of  the  Executive  department 
of  the  Government,  exxwrience  has  demonstrated  that  the  power  of 
detail  as  heretofore  exercised  has  afforded  more  unnecessary  immunity 
from  militaiy  service  than  the  well-guarded  legislation  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  exemptions.  The  committee  entertained  the  opinion  that  serious 
abuses  had  been  developed  under  the  system  of  detail ;  that  this  opinion 
was  general  and  tended  to  create  "discontent  and  jealousy  in  the 
Army  "  and  in  the  country,  which  it  was  advisable  to  abate  by  further 
limitations  of  the  power. 

The  second  measure  recommended  by  the  President  and  deemed  by 
him  "the  measure  most  needed  at  the  present  time  for  affording  an 
effective  increase  to  our  military  strength  is  a  general  militia  law." 
This  subject  v/as  considered  by  the  committee  at  an  early  period  of  the 
session,  and  a  bill  prepared  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendations  of 
the  President  in  has  regular  message.  After  mature  deliberation  it 
-was  decided  that  such  legislation  was  unnecessary  and  inexpedient. 

Congress  has  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  President  all  persons  fit 
fc»r  military  service  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  fifty,  and  the 
committee  are  unable  to  understand  how  it  can  be  expected  that  the 
power  of  defending  the  country  would  be  increased  by  the  passage  of 
a  general  militia  law  embracing  persons  within  those  ages. 

A  minority  of  this  committee  were  willing  to  organize  the  militia  of 
the  States,  whatever  it  might  consist  of,  and  to  authorize  the  President 
to  call  such  organizations  into  the  military  service  of  the  Confederate 
States  irrespective  of  State  lines,  and  therefore  favored  the  bill 
referred  to,  though  they  did  not  consider  its  passage  of  prime  impor- 
tance. 

As  a  general  proposition  it  may  be  confidently  stated  that  the  militia 
organized  and  employed  under  State  authority  embrace  more  persons 
than  could  be  made  subject  to  a  law  of  Congress,  and  are  as  efficient 
for  State  defense  as  if  organized  and  employed  under  Confederate 
authority.  The  State  whose  Governor  has  informed  the  President 
"that  the  law  does  not  permit  him  to  call  the  militia  from  one  county 
for  service  in  another"  has  not  adopted  any  such  restriction,  except 
as  to  persons  over  the  age  of  forty-five.  Such  is  the  restriction,  the 
committee  are  reliably  informed,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  it  is 
not  believed  that  this  or  any  similar  prohibition  exists  in  any  other 
State.  It  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  any  State  would  by  legisla- 
tion seriously  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  force  relied  on  for  its  own 
defense.  The  only  material  change  that  could  be  effected  by  a  general 
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militia  law  would  be  to  transfer  tlie  power  to  control  and  employ  the 
persons  subject  to  militia  duty  from  the  State  to  the  Confederate 
authorities,  and  thereby  place  it  in  the  power  of  the  President  to  order 
the  militia  of  a  State  to  any  portion  of  the  Confederacy,  The  policy 
of  using  such  persons  as  might  constitute  militia  under  the  proposed 
legislation  is  more  tlmn  questionable  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
"reserves,"  under  the  pressura  of  the  war,  are  continued  indefinitely 
in  the  field,  and,  under  a  recent  act,  may  be  ordered  beyond  the  limits 
of  their  respective  States.  If  the  railitta,  also,  might  be  so  oi'dered, 
the  number  remaining  for  local  police  and  State  defense,  already 
insuflBcient  for  the  purpose,  would  be  so  far  reduced  as  virtually  to 
deprive  the  State  of  all  means  of  self-preservation.  It  seems  manifest 
that  the  extension  of  conscription  to  persons  over  the  age  of  forty-five, 
while  it  has  greatly  impaired  the  productive  power  of  the  country  and 
in  other  resp<^^cts  prejudiced  the  public  service,  has  been  attended  by 
no  compensating  advantage.  And  the  committee  are  indispc^ed  to 
extend  an  erroneous  policy  by  recommending  the  mioption  of  any 
measure  to  place  other  persons  over  the  age  of  forty-five  in  tho  general 
military  service  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Without  enlarging  upon  the  merits  of  the  question,  the  committee 
express  their  conviction  that  in  the  failure  of  Congress  to  pass  a  gen- 
eral militia  law  there  is  to  be  found  no  dereliction  of  duty;  and  that 
notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  the  President,  from  which  they  have 
dissented  with  reluctance — that  the  proposed  measure  is  the  one  **mo8t 
needed  at  the  present  time  for  affording  an  effective  increase  to  our 
military  strength" — they  may  without  arrogance  hope  to  escape  the 
disapproval  of  the  Array  and  the  people.  This  being  the  most  impor- 
tant omission  of  duty  alleged  by  the  President  as  to  the  military 
legislation  of  Congress,  the  committee  is  not  unwilling  to  assume  Its 
share  of  the  responsibility  of  the  failure,  and  feel  no  apprehension  of 
prejudice  to  the  cause  therefrom.  The  problem  most  difficult  to  solve 
was  how  to  secure  the  return  to  the  Army  of  officers  and  men  absent 
without  leave.  The  fact  made  public  by  the  President  of  the  inability 
of  the  Government  to  secure  obedience  to  military  obligation  of  more 
than  one-half  of  the  number  enrolled  for  service  in  the  Army  created 
much  disquietude  in  the  public  mind,  and  the  expectation  may  be 
supposed  to  have  been  general  that  the  President  would  recommend 
remedial  legislation  to  correct  the  evil.  Information  derivetl  trom 
the  proper  Department,  and  upon  which  appropriations  are  made  by 
Congress  in  .ol>edience  to  official  estimates,  exhibits  an  Army  of  about 
a  half  million  of  men.  The  support  of  the  Army  now  in  the  field 
creates  an  alarming  pressure  upon  the  energies  of  the  Government; 
the  supply  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  is  not  considered  too  abun- 
dant for  present  demand,  and  Congress  may  at  lea.st  be  allowed  to 
excuse  itself  for  non-action  on  the  line  indicated  by  the  President 
until  some  satisfactoiy  assurances  are  given  of  the  ability  to  control 
and  employ  the  means  long  since  placed  at  the  disposAl  of  the  Execu- 
tive Department  of  the  Government.  Every  measure  proposed  by 
the  President  or  the  General-in-Chief  to  secure  the  speedy  return 
of  absentees  and  deserters  has  been  legalized  b>  Congress,  and  this 
committee,  not  satisfied  that  the  measures  thus  suggested  would 
accomplish  the  desired  result,  prepared  and  reported  a  bill  "most 
needed  at  the  present  time  for  affording  an  effective  increase  to  our 
military  strength."  This  bill,  if  objectionable  in  some  of  its  details, 
yet  promised  the  most  valuable  results  in  its  general  operation,  but 
encountered  opposition  from  tlie  President  so  decided  as  to  induce  the 
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committee,  in  deferenee'to  his  wishes,  to  abandon  the  project.  But 
since  the  President  has  urged  in  his  late  message  additional  legisla- 
tion for  re-enforcing  the  Army,  and  as  Congress  is  alone  intrusted 
with  the  power  of  making  the  laws  best  calculated  to  raise,  strengthen, 
and  preserve  armies,  the  committee  have  detei-mined  to  urge  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  with  such  modifications  as  may  remove  objections 
without  destroying  the  efficiency  of  the  measure. 

The  Committee  is  constrained  to  believe  that  the  soldiers  in  the  field 
who  have  been  true  to  duty  will  recognize  the  inefficiency  of  existing 
remedies  for  the  evils  of  absenteeism  and  desertion,  and  will  approve 
as  an  unavoidable  necessity  almost  any  measure  calculated  to  secure 
the  return  to  service  of  those  whose  presence  is  demanded  by  the  most 
ni^ent  considerations  of  the  public  safety. 

In  answer  to  the  complaint  that  Congress  had  delayed  the  passage 
of  the  **  negro  soldier  "  bill  until  the  measure  had  lost  much  of  its  value, 
the  committee  suggest  the  following  reasons  for  the  delay: 

First.  The  opinion  of  the  President,  expressed  in  his  regular  mes- 
sage at  the  beginning  Of  the  present  session,  that  beyond  the  "limit" 
of  employing  slaves  as  "pioneer"  and  "engineer"  laborers  it  did  not 
seem  to  him  "desirable,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  go;"  that 
"the  subject  is  to  be  viewed  by  us  solely  in  the  light  of  policy  and 
our  social  economy;"  that  "when  so  regarded"  he  (the  President) 
"must  dissent  from  those  who  advise  a  general  levy  and  arming  of 
the  slaves  for  the  duty  of  soldiers;"  that  "until  our  white  population 
shall  prove  insufficient  for  the  armies  we  require  and  can  keep  in  the 
field, or  "  tlie  alternative  of  subjugation  "  or  "  the  employment  of  the 
slave  as  a  soldier"  be  presented,  the  President  assured  the  Congress 
that  the  policy  of  arming  the  slave  "would  scarcely  be  deemed  wise 
or  advantageous  by  any." 

Second.  The  equally  emphatic  statement  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  his  last  report,  that  "his  own  judgment  did  not  either  perceive  the 
nece&sity  or  approve  the  policy  of  employing  slaves  in  the  higher 
duties  of  soldiers."  Also,  that  "we  had  within  the  military  age  as 
large  a  proportion  of  our  white  population  as  would  be  required  or 
could  be  advantageously  employed  in  active  military  operations." 

Tliese  solemn  avowals  of  deliberate  opinion  by  the  President  and 
his  war  minister,  communicated  to  Congress  and  never  revoked, 
changed,  or  modified  in  any  subsequent  message,  left  Congress  in  the 
position  of  being  compelled  to  override  the  judgment  of  these  high 
functionaries  upon  a  subject  about  which  they  are  presumed  to  Iw 
fully  informed  and  not  likely  to  fall  into  error,  or  to  del&y  action  until 
advised  of  the  happening  of  the  contingencies  which  would  justify  a 
resort  to  the  doubtful  policy  of  arming  the  slaves. 

The  appeal  made  by  the  President  for  "earnest  and  cordial  co-oper- 
ation between  all  departments  of  the  Government"  meets  with  the 
hearty  approval  of  this  committee,  and  doubtless  of  Congress.  Ina- 
bility to  concur  in  all  the  views  of  the  President,  or  failure  to  pass, 
after  due  consideration,  all  the  measures  recommended  by  him,  should 
not  be  received  as  any  evidence  of  an  indisposition  to  co-operate  har- 
moniously with  other  departments  of  the  Government  in  earnest 
efforts  to  advance  the  success  of  our  arms  and  the  welfare  of  our 
country. 

(House  of  Representatives,  March  16,  1865.  Bead  and  ordered  to 
be  printed.) 

(By  Mr.  Pugh  from  the  Military  Committee.) 
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Mr.  Orr,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  that  por- 
tion of  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  the 
13tli  instant  relating  to  the  action  of  Congress  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, submitted  the  followiug  report:* 

The  Select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message  of  the  13th  instant  as  relates  to  the  action  of  Congress 
during  the  present  session,  having  duly  considered  the  same,  respect- 
fully submit'the  following  report: 

The  attention  of  the  Congress  is  called  by  the  President  to  the  fact  that  for  car- 
rying on  the  war  sacoessfully  there  is  urgent  need  of  men  and  supplies  for  the 
Army. 

The  measures  passed  by  Confess  during  the  present  session  for  recmiting  the 
,  ArmyareccmmderedbytliePresidentiiieffiicient ;  and  it  is  said  that  the  result  of  tiie 
law  authorizing  the  employment  of  slaves  as  soldiers  will  be  less  than  anticipated 
in  consequence  of  the  dilatory  action  of  Congress  in  adopting  the  measure.  That 
a  law  so  radical  in  its  character,  so  repugnant  to  the  prejudices  of  our  people,  and 
so  intimately  affecting  the  organism  of  society  shoald  encounter  opposition  and 
receive  a  tardy  sanction  ought  not  to  excite  surprise ;  but  if  the  policy  and  neces- 
sity of  the  measure  had  been  seriously  urged  on  Congress  by  an  Executive  mes- 
sage legislative  action  might  have  been  quickened.  -  The  President  in  no  official 
communication  to  Congress  has  recommended  the  passage  of  a  law  putting  slaves 
into  the  Army  as  soldiers,  and  the  message  under  consideration  is  the  first  official 
information  tnat  such  a  law  meets  his  approval.  Executive  message  transmitted 
to  Congress  on  the  7th  of  November  last  suggests  the  propriety  of  enlarging  the 
sphere  of  employment  of  the  negro  as  a  laborer,  and  for  this  purpose  recommends 
that  the  absolute  title  to  slaves  oe  acquired  by  impressment,  ana  as  an  incentive 
to  the  faithful  discharge  of  duty  that  the  slaves  thus  acquire<l  be  liberated  with 
the  permission  of  the  States  from  which  they  were  drawn.  In  this  connection 
the  following  language  is  used:  "If  this  policy  shonld recommend  itself  to  the 
judgment  of  CongreKs,  it  is  suggested  that,  in  addition  to  the  duties  heretofore 
performed  by  the  slave,  he  might  be  advantageously  employed  as  pioneer  and 
engineer  laborer,  and  in  that  event  that  the  number  should  be  augmented  by 
40,000.  Beyond  this  limit  and  these  employments  it  does  not  seem  to  me  desira- 
ble, under  existing  circumstances,  to  go."  In  the  same  message  the  I^esident 
further  remarks,  "  The  subject  is  to  be  viewed  by  us,  therefore,  solely  in  the  light 
of  policy  and  our  social  economy.  When  bo  regarded,  I  must  dissent  from  those 
who  advise  a  general  levy  and  arming  the  slaves  for  the  duty  of  soldiers."  It  is 
manifest  that  the  President  in  November  last  did  not  consider  that  the  contin- 
gency had  then  arisen  which  would  justify  a  resort  to  the  extraordinary  policy 
of  arming  our  slaves.  Indeed,  no  other  infeience  can  be  deduced  from  the  lan- 
guage used  by  him,  for  he  says :  "  Thesecont^iderations,  however,  are  rather  appli- 
cable to  the  improlDable  contingency  of  our  need  of  resorting  to  this  element  of 
resistance  than  to  our  present  condition."  The  Secretary  of  "War,  in  his  report 
under  date  of  November  8^  seemed  to  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
when  he  said :  "  While  it  is  encouraging  to  know  tiiis  resource  for  further  and 
future  efforts  is  at  our  command,  my  own  jud^ent  does  not  yet  either  perceive 
the  necessity  or  approve  the  policy  of  employing  slaves  in  the  higher  datiee  of 
soldiers.'*" 

At  what  period  of  the  session  the  President  or  Secretary  of  War  considered  the 
improbable  contingence  had  arisen  which  required  a  resort  to  slaves  as  an  ele- 
ment of  resistance  does  not  appear  by  any  official  document  within  the  knowledge 
of  your  committee.  Congress  might  well  have  delayed  action  on  this  subject  until 
the  present  moment,  as  the  President,  whose  constitutional  duty  it  is  "  to  give  to 
the  Gon^ss  information  of  the  state  of  Confederacy,"  has  never  asked,  m  any 
authentic  manner,  for  a  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  emidoyment  of  slaves 
as  soldiers.  The  Senate,  however,  did  not  await  the  tardy  movements  of  the 
President.  On  the  29th  of  December,  1864,  the  following  resolation  was  adopted  by 
the  Senate  in  secret  session: 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  the  Senate,  in  secret  ses- 
sion, as  to  the  state  of  the  finances  in  connection  with  the  payment  of  the  troopw ; 
themeana^  snpplylngthemnnitiousof  war,  transportation,  and  subsistence;  the 
condition  of  the  Army,  and  the  possibility  of  recruiting  the  same ;  the  conditioii 
of  our  foreign  relations,  and  whether  any  aid  or  encouragement  from  abroad  is 
expected,  or  has  been  sought,  or  is  proposed,  so  that  the  Senate  may  have  a  t^rar 

-  *FTom  Journal  of  the  C.  S.  Senate  of  Uaich  16, 1866. 
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and  exact  Tiew  of  the  state  of  the  country,  and  of  its  fntore  prospects,  and  what 
measures  of  legislation  are  required." 

In  response  to  this  resolution  the  President  might  well  have  communicated  to 
the  Senate  his  views  as  to  the  necessity  and  policy  of  arming  the  slaves  of  the 
Confederacy  as  a  means  of  public  defense.  No  answer  whatever  has  been  made 
to  the  resolution.  In  addition  to  this,  a  joint  committee  was  raised  by  Congress, 
under  a  concurrent  resolution  adopted  in  secret  session  on  the  30th  of  December, 
1864.  That  committee,  by  the  resolution  creating  it,  was  instructed,  by  confer- 
ence with  the  President,  and  by  such  other  means  as  they  shall  deem  proper,  to 
ascertain  what  are  our  reliable  means  of  public  defense,  present  and  prospective. 

A  written  report  was  made  by  the  committee  on  January  25, 1865,  and  although 
it  had  a  conference  with  the  President  no  idlnsion  Is  made  in  the  report  tu  any 
Buggeation  by  him  that  the  necessities  of  the  country  required  the  employment  of 
slaves  as  soldiers.  Under  these  circumstances  Congress,  influenced  no  doubt  by 
the  opinion  of  General  Lee,  determined  for  itself  the  propriety,  jxjlicy,  and  neces- 
si^  of  adojiting  the  measure  in  question. 

The  recommendations  of  the  President  to  employ  40,000  slaves  as  cooks, 
teamstern,  and  as  engineer  and  pioneer  laborers  was  assented  to,  and  a  law  has 
been  enacted  at  the  present  session  for  the  purpose,  without  limit  as  to  number. 

All  the  measures  reoommended  by  the  Iresident  to  promote  the  efficiency  of 
the  Army  have  been  adopted,  except  the  entire  re[>ea1  of  class  exemptions,  and 
some  measures  not  suggested  by  him,  such  as  the  creation  of  the  office  of  General- 
in-Chief,  were  originated  and  passed  by  Congress,  with  a  view  to  the  restoration 
of  public  confidence  and  the  energetic  administration  of  military  afEaira. 

On  the  subject  of  exemptions  the  President  in  his  message  of  November  7  uses  ' 
the  following  language :  "  No  pursuit  or  position  should  relieve  any  one  who  is  , 
able  to  do  active  on^  from  enrollment  in  the  Army,  unless  his  functions  or  serv- 
ices are  more  usefnl  to  the  defense  of  his  conntiy  in  another  sphere.   But  it  is 
manifest  that  this  cannot  be  the  case  with  entire  classes.   All  telegraph  opera-, 
tors,  workmen  in  mines,  professors,  teachers,  engineers,  editors  and  employes  of- 
newgrpapers,  journeymen  printers,  shoemakers,  tanners,  blacksmiths,  millers, 
physicians,  and  numerous  other  classes  mentioned  in  the  laws  cannot  in  the 
nature  of  things  be  either  equally  necessary  in  their  several  professions,  nor  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  countiy  in  such  proportions  that  only  the  exact  numbers 
required  are  found  in  each  locality,"  &c.  \ 
The  casual  reader  would  infer  that  the  laws,  as  they  stood  at  the  date  of  the  < 
message,  exempted  the  classes  enumerated  by  the  President,  as  well  as  many  other 
classes  not  mentioned  by  him.   Such  is  not  the  fact.   The  only  class  exemptions 
allowed  by  the  laws  then  in  force  were  the  following:  Ministers  of  religion; 
superintendents  and  physicians  of  asylums  for  the  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind,  and  of 
the  insane ;  one  editor  for  each  newspaper,  and  such  employes  as  the  editor  may 
certi^  on  oath  as  indispensably  necessary;  the  public  printers  of  the  Confederate 
and  State  governments,  and  their  journeymen  printers ;  one  skilled  apothecary 
in  each  apothecary  store,  who  was  doing  business  as  such  on  the  10th  of  October, 
1862  ;  physicians  over  thhiy  yeurs  of  age,  and  for  the  last  seven  years  in  practice ; 
presidents  and  teachers  of  colleges,  seminaries,  and  schools,  and  the  superintend- 
ents, physicians,  and  nurses  in  public  hospitals;  certain  mail  contractors  and 
drivers  of  post  coache.s ;  certain  officers  and  employee  of  railroad  companies,  and 
certain  agriculturists  or  overseers. 

Officers  of  the  State  governments  are  not  properly  included  among  the  ex- 
empted classes,  because  it  is  conceded  that  Congress  has  no  constitutional  power 
to  conscribe  them  as  soldiers.  Nor  are  Dunkarda,  Quakers,  or  other  non-combat- 
ants regarded  as  belonging  to  class  exemptions,  because,  under  the  act  of  June  7, 
1864,  the  exemption  of  these  persons  is  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  The  exemption  of  agriculturists  or  overseers  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  forty-five  has  been  repealed  at  the  present  session.  Tanners,  shoemakers,  mill- 
ers, blacKsmiths,  telegraph  operators,  and  workmen  in  mines,  enumerated  by  the 
President  as  among  the  classes  exempted,  are  not  now  and  have  not  been  since 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  Febmarr  17,  1864,  exempted  as  a  class.  If  railroad 
officers  and  employ^  and  State  officers,  who  are  not  constitntiooaUy  subject  to 
conscription,  be  excluded,  the  classes  now  exempted  east  of  the  Mississippi  River 
embrace  about  0,000  men.  one-third  of  whom  are  physicians,  and  nearly  another 
tliird  are  ministers  of  the  gospel ;  the  remaining  third  is  principally  composed  of 
teachers,  professors,  printers,  and  employes  in  newspaper  offices  and  apothecaries. 

In  remarkable  contrast  to  the  number  of  persons  relieved  from  miUtary  service 
by  the  exemptions  above  mentioned,  the  report  of  the  Conscript  Bureau  exhibits 
the  fact  that  east  of  the  Mississippi  Biver  22,085  men  have  been  detailed  by 
Executive  authority.  In  consequence  of  this  abuse  of  the  power  of  detail,  Con- 
^rees  at  its  preBeiai  session  passed  an  act  revoking  all  details  and  limiting  the 
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exercise  of  tiiat  power  in  the  future.  The  third  section  of  this  act,  exempting 
skilled  artisans  and  mec^ianics  from  all  military  service,  which  Is  excepted  to  by 
the  President  and  which  has  since  been  repealed,  was  ori{rina11y  adopted  in  con- 
sequence of  suggestions  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  In 
alluding  to  the  embarrassments  encountered  by  the  administrative  bureaus,  the 
Secretary  says :  "  In  addition  they  have  been  constrained,  by  the  stringent  legis- 
lation of  Congress,  to  relinquish  their  most  active  and  experienced  a«ents  and 
employ6s  and  substitute  tnem  from  more  infirm  and  aged  classes.  Again: 
"  Interf drences  of  t^is  kind  are  inevitably  bo  prejudicial  and  disturbing  that  it 
is  hoped  a  well-devised  and  permanent  system  of  providing  and  retaining  in  con- 
tinuous employment  a  sufficient  number  of  artisans,  experts,  and  laborers  for  all 
essential  operations  may  be  devised  and  established."  The  truth  is  that  the  bill 
originally  introduced  into  the  Senate  exempting  skilled  artisans  and  mechanics 
was  actually  prepared  in  one  of  the  bureaus  of  the  War  Department.  Congress, 
therefore,  had  reason  to  suppose  that  it  would  meet  the  sanction  of  the  Executive. 

To  conscribe  the  ministers  of  religion  and  re<juire  them  to  obtain  details  to 
preach  the  gospel  would  shock  the  religious  sentiment  of  the  country  and  inflict 
a  greater  injury  on  our  cause  than  can  be  described.  The  conscription  of  editors 
and  of  the  printers  necessary  to  the  publication  of  newspapers  would  destroy  the 
independence  of  the  press,  and  subject  it  to  the  control  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government.  Railroad  officers  and  employes  are  as  necessary  to  the 
prosecution  of  the  war  as  soldiers  in  the  field.  Physicians  and  apothecaries  are 
essential  to  the  health  of  the  people,  and  no  complaint  has  reached  Congress  of 
abuses  of  this  class  of  exemptions.  If  the  education  of  youth  be  ra^arded  as 
conducive  to  maintenance  of  society  and  the  preservation  of  liber^.  it  is  not  per- 
ceived that  the  exemption  of  profe^rs  of  colleges  and  teachers  oi  schools  can  be 
justly  censured.  The  Senate  passed  a  bill  containing  a  section  repealing  the 
exemption  allowed  to  mail  contractors  and  drivers  of  post  coaches ;  but  at  a  sub- 
sequent stage  of  proceedings,  and  x>n  the  recommendation  of  a  committee  of  con- 
ference, based  on  the  urgent  remonstranceB  of  the  Po6lxna8ter-<3toneral,  the  section 
alluded  to  was  stricken  out. 

The  subject  of  class  exemptions  was  called  to  the  attention  of  Congress  by  the 
Executive  message  of  November  last.  It  was  carefully  considered,  and  an  act 
was  passed  expressive  of  the  views  of  the  legislative  department  of  the  Gtovern- 
ment.  The  message  under  consideration  recurs  to  the  same  subject.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  views  of  the  legislative  department  of  the  Govermnent  have 
not  met  the  favor  of  the  Executive,  and  that  he  should  deem  it  both  necessary 
and  proper  to  express  dissatisfaction  with  the  matured  opinion  of  Congress. 

It  is  true  that  Congress  has  failed  to  respond  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
President  to  enact  a  general  militia  law.  Tlie  subject  was  considered,  and  the 
failure  to  act  was  the  result  of  deliberation.  The  conscription  laws  enacted  by 
Congress  have  placed  in  the  military  service  of  the  country  all  its  able-bodied 
citizens  between  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  fiftjy.  The  whole  military  material  of 
the  country,  so  far  as  legislation  is  concerned,  is  absorbed  by  the  conscription 
acts.  There  is  none  left  on  which  a  militia  law  can  operate,  except  the  exempted 
classes  and,the  boys  under  seventeen  and  the  men  over  fifty  years  of  age.-  It  was 
deemed  exi>edient  to  allow  this  material  to  remain  subject  to  the  control  of  the 
State  authorities  for  the  purposes  of  local  police  to  aid  in  the  arrest  of  deserters 
and  to  enforce  the  administration  of  State  laws. 

It  is  also  ti'ue  that  the  President  has  recommended  the  passage  of  a  law  sus- 
pending the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  This  recommendation  was 
the  subject  of  a  special  message  in  secret  session.  It  occupied  the  attention  of 
Congress  for  four  or  five  weeks.  After  mature  deliberation  the  measure  was  laid 
aside  as  unimportant  and  inexpedient.  Spies  can  be  arrested  and  tried  snm- 
marily  without  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  Conspiracies,  tending  in 
any  manner  to  the  injury  of  our  cause,  were  provided  for  by  a  special  act  pa^ed 
at  the  present  session  '*  to  define  and  punish  conspiracy  against  the  Confederate 
States.  The  States  of  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Mississippi  had  expressed, 
through  their  Legislatures,  great  repu^ance  to  the  past  legislation  of  Congress 
suspendini^  th'e  writ,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  people  throughout  the  country 
_was  arrayed  a^inst  the  policy  of  that  legislation.  It  was  deemed  wise  and  pru- 
dent to  conciliate  opposition  at  a  time  when  dissensions  are  ruinous  ;  and  as  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  suspension  of  the  writ  were  conjectural  the  delib- 
erate judgment  of  Coi^ess  was  expressed  by  its  silence  on  the  subject.  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  the  Executive  does  not  concur  in  these  views,  and  again  calls 
on  Congress  to  revise  its  action  and  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  as  a 
measure  "  almost  indi^>ensable  to  the  successful  conduct  of  the  wai*."  If  the 
facts  stated  in  the  confidential  message  alluded  to  by  tiie  Preiddent  be  the  basis 
of  the  opinion  that  the  suspension  of  tne  writ  "  is  indiepaaBable  to  the  aacceBsfol 


Digitized  by 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHORITIES.  1161 

conduct  of  the  war,"  the  Congrees  does  not  concur  in  that  opinion.  The  writ  has 
not  befoi  suspended  since  AoKUst  last.  It  is  not  perceived  that  the  military 
reverses  of  the  country  since  that  period  were  occasioned  by  the  absence  of  the 
l^station  asked  for. 

In  regard  to  impressments,  Congress  at  the  present  session  has  passed  a  bill 
declaring  that  the  terms  "just  compensation,"  as  used  in  the  Constitution,  entitle 
the  owner  whose  property  is  impressed  to  the  market  value  thereof  at  the  time 
and  place  of  impressment.  This  legislation  was  considered  necessary  in  conse- 
quence of  judicial  decisions  in  some  of  the  States  and  because  of  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  supplies  on  any  other  terms.  Indeed,  it  was  supposed  that  the 
Elxecntive  had  reached  the  same  conclusion,  as  the  Commissary-General,  on  the 
20th  of  December,  1864,  had  advertised  that  he  would  pay  for  supplies  the  price 
fixed  by  local  appraisement,  which  is  in  fact  the  market  price.  The  President  in 
bis  annnal  message  of  November  last  did  not  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  any 
difficulties  attendant  on  the  execution  of  the  impressment  laws.  The  present 
message,  for  the  first  time  during  this  session,  suggests  modifications  of  those 
laws,  and  the  recommendations  of  the  President  will  doubtless  receive  the 
respectful  consideration  of  Congress.  It  may  well  be  doubted,  however,  whether 
the  present  specie  value,  payable  in  the  future,  will  induce  the  owner  of  property 
to  part  with  it,  and  whether  the  passage  of  such  a  measure  would  not  result  in  a 
^neral  concealment  of  provisions  and  consequent  starvation  of  the  Army. 

It  is  apprehended  by  the  President  that  some  degree  of  embarrassment  in  the 
management  of  the  finances  will  be  felt  in  consequence  of  the  inadequate  provis- 
ion made  by  Congress ;  arid  it  is  intimated  that  sctoe  of  the  measures  recom- 
mended by  him  were  so  retarded  as  to  lose  much  of  their  value,  and  others,  after 
being  matured,  were  for  the  same  reason  abandoned  because  no  longer  applicable 
to  our  altered  condition.  The  only  financial  measure  abandoned  after  being 
matured  was  the  currency  bill  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  indorsed  by  the  President  in  his  annnal  message.  It  maybe  remarked  that 
the  failure  to  enact  any  fiscal  measure  which  has  not  sufficient  vitality  to  render 
it  valuable  and  applicable  for  the  short  period  of  four  months  does  not  deserve 
much  regret.  The  currency  bill  was  recommended  to  Congress,  and  based  on 
tbe  condition  the  finances  presented  by  the  President  in  his  message  and  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  report.  It  was  abandoned  without  regret 
because,  at  the  subsequent  period  of  the  session,  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
arrears  of  public  debt  constituting  cash  demands  on  the  Treasury  exceeded  by 
nearly  $400,000,000  the  amount  originally  reported  to  Congress  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  The  currency  bill  contemplated  the  reduction  of  the  currency 
to  $150,000,000  by  a  conversion  of  the  Treasury  notes  into  tithe  certificates,  paya- 
ble after  the  war.  and  by  annual  application  of  a  portion  of  the  taxes,  in  a  nature 
of  a  sinking  fund.  The  Treasury  notes  received  for  tithe  certificates  were  to 
be  canceled.  The  military  reverses,  which  impaired  the  yredit  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  such  an  extent  as  to  destroy  the  salabiiity  of  any  of  its  bonds,  left  tittte 
hope  tiiat  Treasury  notes  would  be  exchanged  for  tithe  certificates.  As  soon  as 
the  enormous  increase  in  the  arrears  of  debt  was  discovered  as  above  mentioned, 
all  idea  of  reducing  the  currency  was  abandoned  as  impracticable.  For  these 
reasons  the  committee  of  conference  having  charge  of  the  currency  bill  agreed 
to  abandon  it  as  a.  useless  pledge  of  future  resources  without  corresponding 
present  advantage.  Indeed,  if  tbe  bill  had  been  passed  the  first  day  of  the 
session  it  would  have  expired  from  inanition  on  tlie  9th  of  January,  1865.  the 
day  on  yhich  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  reported  to  Congress  the  deficit  of 
$400,000,000,  and  recommended  an  increase  of  taxation  to  meet  it. 

Thd  tax  bill  is  regarded  by  the  President  as  hberal,  though  inadequate.  No 
nation  on  earth  ever  conducted  a  protracted  war  by  resources  derived  from  tax- 
ation alone.  The  message  intimates  a  regret  that  the  recommendation,  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  a  tax  on  agricultural  incomes  equal  to  the  aug- 
mented tax  on  other  incomes,  payable  in  Treasury  notes,  was  rejected  by  Con- 
gress. This  is  evidently  a  mistake,  as  it  assumes  there  has  been  an  increase  of 
taxes  on  other  than  agricultural  incomes.  The  present  income  taxes  are  those  laid 
by  tbe  act  of  April,  1863,  as  amended  and  re-enacted  on  17th  of  February,  1864. 
To  require  the  agricnltnrist  to  nay  a  tax  on  the  income  derived  from  his  farm,  in 
addition  to  the  one-tenth  of  his  gross  productions,  and  the  property  tax  of  9  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  would  be  manifestly  unjust  and  oppressive.  After  the  delivery 
of  his  tithe,  to  tax  the  income  of  the  agriculturist  derived  from  the  property  pro- 
dacing  the  tithe  would  leave  little  for  family  subsistence,  for  the  purchase  of 
anpphes  necessary  for  carrying  on  his  agricultural  operations,  and  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  ad  valorem  tax  on  his  property.  Congress,  therefore,  did  not  con- 
cmr  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  believing  it  to  be 
highly  inexpedimt. 
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The  recommendationfl  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  have  in  tide  main 
received  the  approbation  of  Congress  ana  every  disposition  has  been  manifested 
to  co-operate  with  him.  The  tax  bill  adopted  very  nearly  approximates  the  rate 
desired  by  him.  He  recommended  1 0  per  cent,  on  property.  Congress  has  imposed 
a  tax  of  9  per  cent.  A  new  foreign  loan  was  authorized  in  secret  session,  at  his 
request,  withont  any  limitation  on  his  authority  except  as  to  the  amount.  A 
transfer  of  certain  sterling  funds  abroad  was  by  joint  resolution  directed  to  be 
made  from  the  Navy  to  the  Treasiiry.  Efforts  were  made  to  raise  specie.  A  bill 
was  passed  in  the  Senate,  in  secret  session,  to  accomplish  that  object  by  the  sale 
of  certain  licenses.  It  is  understood  the  bill  was  defeated  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives by  the  acquiescence,  if  not  at  the  instigatim,  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  It  appears  from  the  correspondence  submitted  to  Congress  that  the 
Secretary  of  War.  as  early  as  the  18th  of  February,  notified  the  President  of  the 
embarrassed  condition  of  nis  Department,  and  it  is  to  be  r^retted  that  the  Exec- 
ntive  deliberatefl  on  and  postponed  for  so  long  a  period  as  nearly  twenty  days 
the  communication  of  that  information  to  Congress. 

If  loss  of  time  be  a  vice  inherent  in  deliberative  assemblies,  promptitude  is  a 
great  virtue  in  Executive  action.  There  Is  every  disposition  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress to  comply  with  the  recommendations  of  the  President,  and  some  means  of 
raising  the  coin  desired  will  no  doubt  be  devised.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the 
necessity  for  coin  in  the  Commissary  Department  was  not  made  known  until  the 
message  under  consideration  was  received.  The  use  of  coin  in  one  department  of 
the  Government  is  calculated  to  superinduce  the  nece.ssity  for  its  use  in  all  other 
departments ;  and  hence  the  policy  of  the  proposed  measure,  in  a  financial  view, 
is  very  questionable.  The  necess'ity  for  supplies,  however,  overrides  all  other 
considerations.  If  practicable,  it  would  be  wiser  to  employ  the  specie  in  the 
purchase  of  Treasurv  notes,  and  then  use  the  notes  to  obtam  supplies. 

Nothing  is  more  oesirable  than  concord  and  cordial  cooperation  between  all 
departments  of  Government.  Hence,  your  committee  regret  that  the  Execn- 
tlve  deemed  it  necessary  to  transmit  to  Congress  a  message  so  well  calculated  to 
excite  discord  and  dissension.  But  for  the  fact  that  the  success  of  the  great 
struggle  in  which  the  country  is  engaged  depends  as  much  on  the  confidence  of 
the  i>eople  in  the  Legislative  as  in  the  Executive  department  of  the  Government 
the  message  would  have  been  received  without  comment.  Your  committee 
would  have  preferred  silence.  It  has  been  indncive  to  an  opposite  course, 
because  tiiey  believe  Con^^ss  would  be  derelict  in  its  duty  to  permit  its  l^^iti- 
mate  and  constitutional  influence  to  be  destroyed  by  Executive  admonitions,  sacb 
as  those  contained  in  the  message  under  consideration,  without  wnne  paUic 
exposition  of  ita  conduct. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  eonsidor  the  said  report,  and  resolved  that 
they  concur  therein. 


[March  16,  1865. — For  Governor  of  Virginia  to  r*re8ident  Davis, 
transmitting  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  in  relation 
to  the  employment  of  negroes  as  soldiers  (passed  March  6,  1865),  see 
Series  I,  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  III,  p.  1315,  and  for  resolutions  on  the  same 
subject,  adopted  March  4, 1865,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LI,  Part  11,  ^.  1068.] 


General  Orders,  |       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  10.  \  Richmond;  Va.,  March  27,  1865. 

I.  The  attention  of  officers  and  soldiers  is  again  called  to  the  regula- 
tions (reiterated  in  General  Orders,  No.  3,  of  1863,  and  paragraph  I, 
General  Orders,  No.  78,  of  1864,  from  this  olBce)  respecting  military 
correspondence.  Communications  from  the  Army  on  official  business, 
addressed  to  civilians  at  the  seat  of  government,  have  become  so  fre- 
quent as  seriously  to  interfere  with  the  efficient  conduct  of  the  severed 
bureaus  of  the  War  Department.  Officers  and  soldiers  who  violate 
orders  in  this  respect  will  be  promptly  placed  in  arrest  and  brought 
to  trial. 
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II.  A  moderate  price  will  be  paid  by  the  Ordnance  and  Quarter-  ^ 
master's  Departments  for  sncli  stores  and  animals  as  desertera,  who 
dearly  establish  the  fact  of  their  desertion,  may  bring  with  them  into 
our  lines. 

in.  The  following  act  of  Congress,  revoking  paragraph  VIII,  Gen- 
eral Orders,  Ko.  42,  of  1864,  is  publtehed  for  the  information  of  tha 
Army: 

AX  ACT  Bnpplemental  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  organlie  foroes  to  serve  during  the  war. 

77t«  CongreBs  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  nothing  in 
said  recitea  act  contained  shall  be  ctmstruea  to  dischai^  from  military  service 
persons  OTer  the  age  of  forty-fire  or  under  e^hteen  years,  who  are  now  in  the 
Army  of  the  Confeaerate-States. 

Approved  February  17, 18M. 

Injunction  of  secrecy  was  removed  from  this  act  by  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  i>assed  January,  1865. 

rv.  All  non-eommissioned  ofloers  and  privates  detailed  because  of 
disability  will  be  examined  monthly,  when  those  found  fit  for  field 
duty  will  be  immediately  turned  over  to  the  commandant  of  the  post 
at  which  they  are  employed,  to  be  returned  to  their  commands.  This 
is  not  intended  to  apply  to  those  "retired"  under  the  act  to  provide 
&T1  Invalid  Corps. 

V.  Conscripts  as8ig:ned  to  light  duty  will  be  examined  every  three 
months,  when  those  found  equal  to  field  duty  will  be  turned  over 
to  the  enrolling  authorities  for  assignment  to  commands  in  the  field. 

VI.  In  places  where  hospital  medical  boards  are  located  they  will 
make  the  examination;  at  other  places  they  will  be  made  by  conscript 
boards. 

VII.  Monthly  reports  of  all  men  fonnd  fit  for  field  duty,  and  sent 
in  accordance  with  these  instructions  to  the  field,  wiU  be  transmitted 
by  the  boards,  through  the  Sui^on-General,  to  the  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General. 

VIII.  Notices  of  all  detailed  soldiers  returned  to  duty  with  their 
commands  will  be  forwarded  by  the  Medical  Board  to  company  com- 
manders. 

IX.  The  examination  referred  to  in  paragraphs  IV,  V,  and  VI,  of 
this  order,  will  be  made  by  the  medical  boaMs  at  the  posts  where  the 
men  are  employed.  Their  failure  to  make  such  examinations  will  be 
reported  by  the  post  commanders  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gen- 
eral. 

X.  Where  soldiers  in  hospitals  are  transferred  to  other  hospitals, 
surgeons  in  charge  will  put  them  in  charge  of  the  officer  of  the  train 
gnard  of  the  railroad  upon  which  they  are  sent,  who  will  be  respon- 
sible for  their  delivery  to  the  officer  of  the  train  guard  of  the  next 
connecting  railroad  en  route,  or  to  the  surgeon  in  chfurge  of  the  hos- 
pital to  which  they  are  transferred. 

XI.  Persons  arriving  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  all 
others  in  the  reserve  forces  not  disabled  for  activeduty,  who  are  within 
tbe  conscript  ages,  will  be  turned  over  to  enrolling  officers  for  assign- 
ment to  companies  in  the  general  service.  The  fact  of  their  holding 
commissions  does  not  preclude  the  operation  of  this  order.  Greuerals 
of  reserves  and  inspectors  are  requiied  to  enforce  this  order. 

XII.  Paragraph  I,  General  Orders,  No.  81,  of  1864,  is  hereby 
revoked. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjukmi  and  Inspector  QeneiroL 
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BiCHUOND,  Va.,  March  i7,  1866. 
The  House  of  Refbbsentatives  of  the  CJonfederatb  States  of 
America: 

I  return  without  my  approval  an  act  which  originated  in  your 
honorable  body,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
arrears  now  due  to  the  Army  and  Navy. 

I  have  been  led  to  believe  that  this  act  was  passed  in  haste  and 
without  due  consideration,  and  that  some  members  who  voted  for  it 
desire  an  opportunity  for  reconsidering  their  action. 

The  act  provides  for  additional  issue  of  Treasury  notes  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  $80,000,000,  to  be  used  in  payment  of  all  arrems  of  pay 
and  allowanoes  due  to  persons  in  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the 
Confederate  States;  these  notes  **  to  be  regarded  in  all  respects  as 
Treasury  notes  issued  by  virtue  of  the  act  to  reduce  the  currency  and 
authorize  a  new  issue  of  notes  and  bonds,  approved  February  17, 1864." 

The  objections  to  this  legislation  are,  in  my  judgment,  manifold 
and  grave. 

First.  The  act  of  February  17,  1864,  levied  a  tax  on  the  Treasury 
notes  then  outstanding  far  exceeding  that  levied  on  any  other  sx>eciee 
of  property,  and  which  could  only  be  justified  by  the  consideration 
that  the  additional  contribution  thus  exacted  from  the  holders  of 
these  public  credits  would  be  compensated  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the 
increased  value  of  the  new  currency  which  was  issued  for  the  old  at 
tlie  rate  of  $2  of  the  former  for  $3  of  the  latter.  The  act  revoked  all 
authority  theretofore  given  to  Issue  Treasury  notos,  and  it  was 
genenUly  if  not  universally  considered  that  the  provisions  of  that  law 
constituted  an  implied  pledge  of  the  faith  of  the  Government  that  no 
flpther  issues  of  notes  should  be  made  than  those  therein  provided 
for.  It  would  be  scarcely  consistent  to  take  from  the  holder  one-third 
of  the  nominal  amount  of  the  currency  in  hand  for  the  purpose  of 
reducing  the  currency  as  set  forth  in  the  title  of  the  law;  to  unite  with 
this  exaction  a  previous  authority  to  issue  notes,  and  afterward  to 
provide  for  an  expansion  of  the  currency  in  opposition  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  act  of  February  17, 1864,  to  the  evident  detriment  of  the 
holders  of  the  currency  under  that  act. 

Second.  Independently  of  the  objection  just  stated,  the  effect  of  a 
new  issue  of  Treasury  notes  would  be  disastrous.  The  passage  of 
the  law  would  be  accepted  as  a  proof  that  there  is  no  limit  to  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes  except  the  pleasure  of  the  Government,  and 
tJie  pmple  will  be  persuaded  that  whenever  an  emergency  arises  it 
will  be  met  by  additional  issues  of  paper  money.  Such  a  conviction, 
once  rooted  in  the  popular  mind,  could  not  be  eradicated,  and  the 
depreciation  of  the  notes  in  circulation  would  increase  so  rapidly  as 
effectually  to  destroy  the  whole  value  of  what  is  outstanding  and 
leave  the  country  without  a  circulation  and  the  Government  without 
credit. 

Third.  The  bill,  although  intended  by  Congress  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Army,  to  which  we  all  acknowledge  the  most  sacred  obligations  of 

J'ustice  and  gratitude,  would  have  an  effect  the  reverse  of  that  designed, 
t  would  despoil  the  soldier,  instead  of  paying  him.  If  money  be 
raised  by  taxation  for  paying  arrears  due  the  Army,  the  demand  thus 
created  for  the  notes  enhances  the  value  and  enables  the  public 
creditor  who  receives  them  to  make  them  available  for  the  purohaae 
of  what  he  needs.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  soldier  is  to  have  his  claim 
extinguished  by  the  simple  process  of  printing  more  paper  money. 
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and  thus  diminishing  its  value  below  even  its  present  aepreciation, 
his  claims  for  his  arrears  of  pay  will  have  been  practically  repudiated 
instead  of  being  paid.  Justice  to  the  soldier  prompted  Congress  to 
pass  this  bill,  l^e  same  motive  indnces  me  to  withhold  my  approval 
of  it;  and  if  my  objections  shall  appear  to  you  well  founded,  when 
your  attention  is  drawn  to  the  supposed  consequences  that  woidd 
result  from  this  legislation,  I  am  persuaded  that  yon  will  c<mour  in 
my  opinion  that  it  ought  not  to  be  adopted. 

Fourth.  There  is  a  mechanical  difficulty  in  the  execution  of  the  law 
of  which  Congress  was  not  aware,  and  wMch  under  any  oiroumstanoes 
would  render  the  bill  unavailing  for  its  intended  purpose  of  prompt 
payment  of  the  arrears  due  the  Army. 

The  removal  of  the  Treasury  Note  Bureau  from  Columbia,  the  time 
required  for  re-establishing  it  with  its  machinery  at  another  locality 
and  for  preparing  Treasury  notes  for  the  $50,000,000  or  $60,000,000 
remaining  for  issue  under  existing  laws,  together  with  other  causes 
which  it  is  unwise  to  relate,  would  prevent  the  issue  of  tdie  notes 
provided  for  in  this  bill  for  at  least  three  months  to  come. 

It  ia  gratifying  to  assure  you  of  my  belief  that  the  receipts  from 
the  tax  bill  just  passed,  together  with  other  resources  within  reach  of 
the  Treasury,  wiU  enable  the  Government  to  pay  the  arrears  due  to  the 
Army  and  Navy  sooner  than  the  additional  notes  contemplated  by  the 
bill  could  be  issued,  and  that  the  proposed  increase  of  currency  can 
thus  be  avoided  without  causing  delay  in  satisfying  the  just  claims  of 
the  def endera  of  our  country. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


AN  ACT  to  raiae  coin  for  the  purpose  of  fiini{shing  necessairy  eappliea  for  the 

Army. 

The  Congress  of  the  Gonfederaie  StcUes  of  America  do  enacts  That 
in  order  to  procure  the  means  of  purchasing  supplies  for  the  Army, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  the  President, 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  borrow  from  any  bank,  banking 
company,  corporation,  association,  or  person,  any  sum  or  sums  in  coin, 
not  to  exceed  three  miUions  of  dollars  in  the  ag^r^^te,  and  to  secure 
the  repayment  of  any  sum  or  sums  so  borrowed  at  such  time  as  may  be 
agreed  upon,  not  to  exceed  two  years  after  the  ratification  of  a  treaty 
<^  peace  between  the  Confederate  States  and  the  United  States,  to 
cause  to  be  issued  bonds  of  the  Confederate  States,  in  such  convenient 
sums  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  payable  in  coin,  and  to  bear  interest  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually  in  specie; 
and  to  secure  the  repayment  of  any  sum  or  sums  so  borrowed,  with 
the  interest  thereon,  the  said  Secretary  be  further  authorized  and 
empowered  to  pledge  in  such  legal  form  as  may  be  agreed  up^.,.  any 
cotton  or  tobacco  owned  by  the  Government,  to  the  extent  in  va^uo  of 
any  such  loan  so  obtained,  or  the  proceeds  thereof,  when  sold,  or  to 
convey  such  cotton  and  tobacco,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  absolute  pay- 
ment of  such  loan,  with  the  right  on  we  pfuli  of  the  lender  of  such 
coin  to  export  or  transport  such  cotton  and  tobacco  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  Confederate  States,  free  from  any  molestation  on  the  part  of 
the  authorittes  of  the  Confederate  States,  or  the  payment  of  any  duty, 
except  to  the  extent  of  onc'eighth  per  cent,  now  imposed  by  law. 

Sec.  2.  In  the  event  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  not  be  able 
at  once  to  obtain  coin  to  the  amount  of  three  miUions  of  doUars  under 
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the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  this  act,  then,  and  in  that  event, 
a  tax  shall  be  levied  and  collected  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  upon  the 
amount  of  gold  and  silver  coin,  gold  dast  and  bullion,  and  foreign 
exchange  in  the  Confederate  States,  payable  in  kind,  which  tax  shall 
be  due  and  collected  on  the  first  day  of  April  next,  or  as  soon  there- 
after A8  possible:  JPtovidedy  That  the  above  tax  shall  not  be  levied 
upon  the  gold  or  silver  coin,  gold  dust  and  bullion,  and  foreign 
exchange  owned  or  possessed  by  any  person  when  the  amount  so  owned 
or  possessed  shall  noi  exceed  two  hundred  dollars  in  value,  nor  shall 
the  said  tax  be  levied  on  gold  or  silver  coin,  gold  dust,  bullion,  or  for- 
eign exchange  which,  within  thirty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
shall  be  lent  to  the  Government  under  the  provisions  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act;  nor  upon  the  gold  or  silver  coin,  gold  duat,  bullion, 
or  foreign  exchange  of  any  person  who  has  made  a  loan  to  the  Govern- 
ment according  to  the  said  first  section,  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  per 
cent,  of  the  gold  or  silver  coin,  gold  dust,  bullion  or  foreign  exchange 
owned  and  possessed  by  such  person  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this 
act;  and  if  any  State  of  the  Confederacy  borrows  from  any  bank  coin 
or  bullion  and  lends  it  to  the  Confederate  Government,  the  bank  that 
lends  said  coin  or  bullion  shall  be  allowed  a  credit  against  this  tax  to 
the  extent  of  such  loan :  And  provided  cUso^  That  the  delay  of  thirty 
days  mentioned  in  this  section  shall  be  extended  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  days  for  all  portions  of  the  Confederacy  beyond  the  Mississippi 
River. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  limitation  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  as  expressed 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  shall  not  be  construed  to  prohibit  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  receiving  a  greater  amount,  offered  as 
loans  or  accruing  on  taxes  under  this  act:  Provided,  That  the  tax 
imposed  by  the  provisions  of  this  act  upon  gold  and  silver  coin,  gold 
and  silver  bullion,  gold  dust,  and  foreign  exchange,  when  paid,  or  the 
amount  thereof  loaned  in  pursuance  of  the  first  and  second  sections  of 
this  act,  shfUl  be  in  lieu  of  all  other  taxto  imposed  on  same  articles 
by  any  other  act:  Provided  furth&r.  That  the  tax  of  twenty-five  per 
cent,  levied  by  the  second  section  of  this  act  shall  be  in  lieu  of  all 
other  taxes  imposed  on  the  same  article  by  any  other  act,  and  the  tax 
imposed  by  this  act  shall  be  assessed  as  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of 
this  act. 

Approved  March  17,  1865. 

A  true  copy. 

JAMES  M.  MATTHEWS, 

Law  Clerk. 


State  of  North  Carolina,  Exkcutive  Depabtmknt, 

RaleigK  March  17^  1865. 

Hon.  John  C.  BRECKiNRmoE, 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond,  Fa.  ; 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  informed  that  certain  communications,  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  cause  of  the  Confederacy,  have  been 
submitted  to  Congress  in  secret  session  by  the  President  and  the 
several  heads  of  departments.  I  have  also  been  informed  that  their 
nature  was  such  as  to  render  it  entirely  proper,  and  indeed  rightful, 
that  I,  as  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  should  be  informed  of  their 
contents.  I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  most  respectfully  request  a 
copy  of  said  papers,  if  not  deemed  inconsistent  wiui  the  public  ^>od. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CONFEDEBATE  AUTHORITIES. 


1167 


and  have  sent  the  bearer,  Maj.  James  H.  Foote,  assistant  adjutant- 
general  of  North  Carolina,  a  discreet  and  loyal  gentleman,  to  receive 
them,  should  you  deem  it  advisable  to  comply  with  my  request. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obetUent  servant, 


General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General*8  Office, 

No.  11.  ■      J  Richmondy  Fa.,  March  18y  1865. 

I.  Cadets  in  the  Confederate  service  will  hereafter  be  examined  for 
promotion  to  the  grade  of  commissioned  officers  by  boards  composed  of 
artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry  officers,  on  the  following  subjects, 
to  wit: 

First.  The  reading  and  writing  of  the  English  language.  The 
examination  on  this  subject  will  con^t  of  reading  aloud  to  the  Board 
a  page  or  two  of  some  author,  and  then  writing  a  few  dictated  parar 
graphs  to  test  correctness  in  filing. 

^cond.  'nie  use  of  figures,  embracing  the  ground  rules  of  arith* 
metio,  Including  fractions,  the  extraction  of  the  square  root,  and  the 
use  of  l<^arithms. 

Third.  Algebra,  so  far  as  to  embrace  simple  and  quadratic  equa- 
tions. 

Fourth.  The  principles  of  geometry,  including  (say)  the  first  eight 
books  of  Legendre*s  treatise. 
Fifth.  Plane  trigonometry. 
Sixth.  Mensuration  of  surfaces  and  solids. 

Seventh.  The  elements  of  surveying,  with  a  view  to  test  the  capacity 
of  each  to  determine  distances  trigonometrically,  to  locate  lines  on  the 
ground,  and  to  lay  down  given  figures  for  encampments,  &c. 

Eighth.  For  arUllery  cadets  alone,  the  elements  of  mechanics. 

(The  examination  on  all  the  foregoing  subjects  should  be  more  rigid 
for  those  desiring  to  enter  the  artillery  than  for  the  officers  of  cavalry 
or  infantry.) 

Ninth.  Tactics :  artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry. 

The  cadets  designed  for  the  artillery  service  will  be  examined  rigidly 
on  artillery  tactics  and  upon  the  general  principles  of  cavalry  and 
infantry  tactics.  Cadets  designed  for  the  cavalry  will  be  examined 
strictly  on  cavalry  tactics  and  on  the  general  principles  of  infantry; 
cadets  for  infantry  service  strictly  on  infantry  tactics  and  the  duties 
of  company  officers. 

II.  The  boards  of  examiners  will  be  detailed  from  the  most  compe- 
tent officers  of  each  arm,  serving  with  imnies  iu  the  field  or  in  the 
departments,  by  the  generals  commanding,  respectively ;  and  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  examinations,  with  the  findings  and  recommendations 
of  the  boards,  will  be  forwaMed,  through  the  prescribed  channels,  to 
the  office  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral.  A  similar  bokrd 
will  be  organized  at  the  seat  of  government  for  the  examination  of 
such  cadets  as  may  present  themselves. 

III.  Cadets  will  be  notified  in  advance  of  the  subjects  on  which 
they  will  be  examined,  and  they  will  be  allowed  three  months  prior 
to  the  examination  for  preparation. 

IV.  The  boards  of  examiners  will  adopt  a  coefficient  for  the  require- 
ments to  be  demanded  of  each  cadet,  varying  with  his  general  merit 
as  established  by  the  reports  of  officers  with  whom  he  has  served  and 
the  arm  of '  service  to  which  he  belongs.   The  more  the  merit,  as  thus 
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established,  and  the  less  scientific  the  arm,  the  less  shonld  be  the 
imperative  requirements  and  the  smaller  the  coefficient. 

y.  Cadets  will  be  required,  before  examination,  to  have  serred  in 
companies  in  the  sevenii  arms  of  servloe  (artdllery,  caTalry,  or  infantry) 
as  required  by  law. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oenercd. 


Hbadquabtbbs  Rbsbbve  Fobobs  of  VntOINIA, 

Richmond,  March  SO,  1866. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjviant  and  Inspector  Oenercd: 

General:  I  respectfully  suggest  the  necessity  of  some  such  gen- 
eral order  as  that  proposed  in  the  inclosed  paper  in  order  to  preserve 
the  organization  of  the  reserve  forces.  The  first  paragraph  is  intended 
to  bring  into  service  many  youths  who  are  at  home,  protected  from 
duty  with  the  reserve  forces  by  paragraph  III,  General  Orders,  No. 
33,  series  of  1864,  as  members  of  home  guard  or  local  defense  compa- 
nies. These  oinnpanies  are  governed  by  by-laws  of  their  own  making ; 
mMiy  of  tiiem  never  assemble  or  perform  any  service,  and  none  are 
called  out  except  to  repel  raids  in  their  own  vicinity.  It  is  not  right 
that  these  able-bodied  youths  between  seventeen  and  eighteen  years 
of  age  should  be  thus  virtually  excepted  from  military  duty  while  all 
others  of  like  age  and  condition  are  held  to  the  continuous  perform- 
ance of  arduous  field  service,  and  the  fact  excites  just  dissatisfaction 
among  the  Junior  Reserves.  The  second  paragraph  of  the  proposed 
order  is  suggested  in  order  to  secure  to  the  reserve  forces  youths  who 
legally  belong  to  the  organization  and  are  Indispensable  to  its  mainte- 
nance, but  are  escaping  service  therein.  The  reserve  forces  are  all 
<m;uuzed  as  infftxftry,  at  least  in  this  State,  and  as  such  are  being 
held  to  r^nlar  service  in  the  field.  General  Orders,  No.  76,  series  of 
1864,  virtually  makes  them  an  integral  part  of  the  regular  forces.  The 
boys,  being  generally  averse  to  hifantry  service,  volunteer,  in  their 
eagerness  to  avoid  it,  in  the  cavalry  and  artillery  of  the  regular  forces. 
There  is  no  order  of  the  War  Department  to  prevent  them  from  thus 
volunteering  upon  attaining  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  and  many  of 
them,  to  avoid  apprehended  difficulty,  enlist  in  the  regular  forces  a 
few  days  before  becoming  seventeen  years  old.  The  act  of  February 
17,  1864,  obviously  designed  that  all  youths  upon  becoming  seventeen 
should  bo  enlisted  in  the  reserve  forces  and  retained  therewith  until 
eighteen  years  old.  Moreover,  the  reserve  oi^anization  cannot  be 
maintained.  It  wiH  in  a  short  time  become  extinct  iinless  such  youths 
as  a  dass  are  enlisted  and  firmly  held  in  its  ranks.  All  are  now  farans- 
ferred  to  the  regular  forces  upon  becoming  eighteen,  while  compara- 
tively few  youths  are  secured  to  the  reserves  upon  becoming  seventeen. 
The  prospect  is  equally  unpromising  in  jespect  to  the  Senior  Reserves. 
The  courts  discharge  them  upon  reaching  the  age  of  fifty,  while  not  a 
man  is  transferred  from  the  active  to  the  reserve  forces  upon  becom- 
ing forty-five.  The  loss  o|  men  from  the  reserve  forces  is  thewrfore 
constant  and  considerable,  while  the  acquisitions  are  precarious  and 
scanty,  and  the  enforcement  of  existing  orders  a  short  time  longer 
must  extinguish  the  organization. 

In  this  connection  I  respectfully  ask  that  the  Honorable  Secretary 
of  War  will  reconsider  his  decision  vacating  the  commissions  of  all 
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officers  of  the  Junior  Beserve  class  upon  attaining  the  age  of  eighteen. 
I  only  ask  authority  to  retain  snch  of  these  junior  officers  as  prove 
especially  efficient  and  valuable  with  the  reserves.  Probably  not 
more  than  twenty  of  snch  officers  would  be  thus  retained  in  Virginia. 
Their  experience  and  peculiar  fitness  give  efficiency  to  whole  battalions 
of  reserves,  and  cannot  be  replaced.  Their  enlistment  as  privates  In 
the  Regular  Army  would  be  no  appreciable  addition  to  its  strength. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication  without  asking  attention  to  t^e 
views  I  have  often  niged  before  in  favor  of  changing  the  orders  which 
hold  the  reserves  to  regular  field  service  so  as  to  appropriate  them  to 
the  business  of  conscription  and  to  local  defense  and  special  service. 
Composed  as  the  reserves  are  of  old  men  and  boys  (the  one  class  with 
declining  and  enfeebled,  the  other  with  immature,  phjisical  powers),  It 
is  vain  to  expect  they  can  endure  the  hardships  of  continuous  field  serv- 
ice, and  experience  shows  that  a  short  term  of  such  service  disorganizes 
them.  The  Senior  Reserves  are  especially  unfit  for  such  service. 
They  are  generally  important  business  men  at  home,  having  estates, 
families,  and  numerous  dependents.  They  are  the  valuable  pro- 
ducers of  the  country.  Their  withdrawal  from  home  seriously  lessens 
production,  defeats  every  arrangement  for  the  proper  supply  of  sol- 
diers* families,  dissatisfies  their  sons  in  the  army,  as  well  as  all  soldiers 
having  unprovided  families,  and  is  the  potent  canse  of  much  of  the 
demoralization  and  desertion  among  the  regular  forces.  They  gener- 
ally have  the  incipient  infirmities  of  age,  cannot  stand  either  drilling 
or  marching,  are  always  deeply  discontented,  and  sometimes  mutinons 
on  account  of  the  grievous  sacrifices  wMch  a  separation  from  their 
homes  involves.  They  are,  for  all  these  causes,  the  least  effective 
troops,  and  when  tried  at  hard  service  in  the  field  under  our  most 
experienced  and  judicious  commanders,  they  melt  away  like  frost- 
work under  the  sun.  Of  four  battalions  tried  in  the  trenches  before 
Richmond,  four-fifths  of  the  men  disappeared  in  three  months  by 
reason  of  death,  disease,  and  desertion.  Moreover,  the  business  of 
conscription  cannot  be  properly  done,  the  country  can  never  be 
cleared  of  the  banded  deserters  who  now  prowl  over  it,  until  the 
reserve  forces  are  allowed  to  be  used  for  the  purpose. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  EEMPEB, 

Mqjor-  Oenercd. 

[Indmement.]   

Wab  Department, 

March  1865. 
To  Adjutant-General  for  consideration  and  remarks. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 
Assistant  A^jvicmi-Chnered, 

Ilnclosai*.] 

I.  Men  of  the  reserve  class  will  not  be  allowed  to  enroll  themselves 
in  companies  for  local  defense  and  special  service  unless  found  by  the 
medical  boards  to  be  unfit  for  field  service,  and  men  of  the  reserve 
class,  fit  for  field  service  and  not  specially  detailed,  who  belong  to 
such  companies,  will  be  forthwith  transferred  therefrom  to  the  reserve 
forces.  Paragraph  III,  General  Orders,  Ko.  33,  series  of  1864-,  is 
revoked. 

II.  Youths  under  eighteen  years  of  age  are  forbidden  to  be  rec^ved 
into  companies  in  the  regular  service,  unless  assigned  thereto  by 
order  of  the  generals  of  reserves. 
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General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  12.         J  Richmondy  Va.,  March  21,  1865. 

I.  To  check  the  sale  of  military  clothing  by  soldiers  the  attention 
of  the  Army  and  of  citizens  is  called  to  the  following  extract  from  the 
act  of  GongreBS  approved  January  22,  1864: 

Any  person  not  sabject  to  the  Rules  and  Articles  of  War  who  shall  *  •  * 
purchase  from  any  BOldier  or  person  enrolled  for  service  any  portion  of  his 
clothing  *  *  *  or  any  property  belonginR  to  tiie  Confederate  States,  shal]. 
upon  conTiotion  before  tiie  oismct  court  of  the  Confederate  States  having  jnris- 
diction  of  the  offense,  be  fined  not  exceeding  91,000  and  be  imprisonea  not 
exceeding  two  years. 

II.  It  is  made  the  especial  duty  of  all  officers  to  cause  citizens  or 
negroM  violating  this  law  to  be  arrested  and  brought  before  a  magis- 
trate for  trial.  Soldiers  guilty  of  the  offense  will  be  returned  under 
guard  to  their  commands,  with  a  report  of  tiie  evidence  to  sustain  the 

chaise. 

III.  A  reward  of  $100  will  be  paid  by  the  nearest  post  quartermas- 
t«r,  on  the  conviction  of  any  citizen  or  negro  violatinff  this  law,  to 
the  person  who  furnished  the  information  tioat  led  to  his  arrest  and 
conviction. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Ae^tUarU  and  Inapedor  OeneraL 


Richmond,  Va.,  March  22,  1866. 

J.  D.  Shaw,  Esq., 

Qreenwoody  CarrdU  County ,  Miss,: 

Ht  Deab  Sir:  A  pressure  of  business  has  prevented  me  from 
replying  sooner  to  your  letter  of  September  last.  Tour  proposition 
in  regara  to  negotiating  with  European  powers  respecting  the  slavery 
question  has  been  attentively  considered.  There  would  be  difficulty, 
however,  in  carrying  it  into  effect.  In  the  first  place,  the  Confeder- 
ate Government  can  make  no  agreement  or  arrangement  with  any 
nation  which  would  interfere  with  State  institutions,  and  if  foreign 
Governments  would  consent  to  interpose  in  our  behalf  upon  the  con- 
ditions stated,  it  would  be  necessary  to  submit  the  terms  to  the  dif- 
ferent States  of  the  Confederacy  for  their  separate  action. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  obstacle  to  the  recognition  of  the 
Confederacy  has  been  an  unwillingness  to  be  embroiled  in  a  quarrel 
with  the  United  States.  If  slavery  or  any  other  cause  had  been  the 
impediment,  our  advances  to  European  Governments  would  have  led 
to  the  disclosure  of  their  reasons  for  not  acknowledging  our  inde- 
pendence. As  soon  as  these  Governments  are  willing  to  negotiate 
with  us  upon  terms  to  which  we  can  honorably  accede,  the  declara- 
tion of  their  conditions  will  probably  be  made  known  to  our  commis- 
sioners so  that  the  terms  proposed  may  be  submitted  to  the  people, 
States,  and  Government  of  the  Confederacy. 

With  much  legard^  I  remain,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
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General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp,  General's  Office, 

No.  14.         J  Richmond,  Va.y  March  23,  1865. 

I.  The  following  act  of  Congress  and  regulations  are  published  for 
the  information  and  direction  of  all  concerned: 

AN  ACT  to  increue  Um  miUtary  Anve  of  tlw  Confedanrte  Statea. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That,  in  order  to 
provide  sdditioiial  forces  to  repel  inTasion,  maintain  the  rightful  posBession  of 
the  Confederate  States,  secure  uieir  independence,  and  preserve  their  institntions, 
the  President  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  antnorized  to  aak  for  and  accept  ttcm  tiie 
owners  of  slavee,  the  services  ot  such  number  of  able-bodied  negro  men  as  he 
may  deem  expedient,  for  and  during  the  war,  to  perform  military  service  in 
whatever  capacity  he  may  direct. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  General-in-Chief  be  authorized  to  organize  the  said  slaves 
into  companiee.  battalions,  regiments,  and  brigades,  under  such  rules  and  rega- 
lations  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  pnaoribe,  and  to  be  commanded  by  such 
officers  as  the  President  may  appoint. 

Sec.  3.  That  while  employra  in  the  serrtoe  the  said  troops  shall  receiTe  the 
same  rations,  clothing,  and  compensation  as  are  allowed  to  other  troops  in  the 
same  branch  of  the  service. 

Sbc.  4.  That  if,  under  the  previous  sections  of  this  act,  the  President  shall  not 
be  able  to  raise  a  snflScient  number  of  troops  to  prosecute  the  war  successfully 
and  Tnftintftin  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  and  the  indei>endence  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  then  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  on  each  State,  whenever  he 
thinks  it  expedient,  for  her  quota  of  800,000  troops,  in  addition  to  those  subject 
to  military  service  under  exnting  laws,  or  so  many  thereof  as  the  President  may 
deem  necessary  to  be  raised  from  such  classes  of  the  population,  irrespective  of 
color,  in  each  State,  as  the  proper  authorities  thereof  may  deterznine :  Provided, 
That  not  more  than  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  male  slaves  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  fcnty-Ave,  in  any  State,  shall  be  called  for  under  the  provlaionfl  of 
this  act. 

Sec.  6.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  a  change  in  the 
relation  which  the  said  slaves  shall  bear  toward  their  owners,  except  by  consent 
of  the  owuOTB  and  of  the  States  in  which  Ihey  may  reside,  and  in  pursnance  of  the 
laws  thereof. 

Approved  March  18, 1865. 

II.  The  recruiting  service  under  this  act  will  be  conducted  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  according  to 
the  regulations  for  the  recruiting  service  of  the  Regular  Army,  in  so 
far  as  they  are  appUoable,  and  except  when  speoial  directions  may 
be  given  by  the  War  Department. 

III.  There  will  be  assigned  or  appointed  for  each  State  an  officer  . 
who  will  be  charged  with  the  collection,  enrollment,  and  disposition 
of  all  the  recruits  that  maybe  obtained  under  the  firet  section  of  this 
act.  One  or  more  general  depots  will  be  established  in  each  State 
and  announced  in  orders,  and  a  suitable  number  of  officers  will  be 
detailed  for  duty  in  the  staff  departments  at  the  depots.  There  will 
be  assigned  at  each  general  depot  a  quartermaster,  commissary,  and 
surgeon,  and  the  headquarters  of  the  superintendent  will  be  at  the 
principal  depot  in  the  State.  The  proper  officers  to  aid  the  superin- 
tendent in  enlisting,  mustering,  and  organizing  the  recruits  will  be 
assigned  by  orders  from  this  office  or  by  the  General-in-Chief. 

IV.  The  enlistment  of  colored  persons  under  this  act  will  be  made 
upon  printed  forms,  to  be  furnished  for  the  purpose,  similar  to  those 
established  for  the  regular  service.  They  will  be  executed  in  dupli- 
cate, one  copy  to  be  returned  to  this  office  for  file.  No  slave  will  be 
accepted  as  a  recruit  unless  with  his  own  consent  and  with  the  appro- 
bation of  his  master  by  a  written  instrument  conferring,  as  far  as 
he  may,  the  rights  of  a  freedman,  and  which  will  be  filed  with  the 
superintendent.   The  enlistments  will  be  made  for  the  war,  and  the 
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effect  of  the  enlistment  will  be  to  place  the  slave  in  the  military  serv- 
ice conformably  to  this  act.  The  recruits  will  be  organized  at  the 
camps  in  sqnads  and  companies,  and  will  be  snbject  to  the  orders  of 
the  General-in-Chief  under  the  second  section  of  this  act. 

y.  The  superintendent  in  each  State  will  cause  a  report  to  be  made 
on  the  first  Monday  of  every  month  showing  the  expenses  of  the 
previous  month,  the  number  of  recruits  at  the  various  depots  in  the 
State,  the  number  that  has  been  sent  away,  and  the  destination  of 
each.  His  report  will  show  the  names  of  all  the  slaves  recruited, 
with  their  age,  description,  and  the  names  of  their  masters.  One 
copy  will  be  sent  to  the  General-in-Chief  and  one  to  the  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General. 

Vt.  The  appointment  of  officers  to  th»  companies  to  be  formed  of 
the  recruits  aforesaid  will  be  made  by  the  President. 

VII.  To  facilitate  the  raising  of  volunteer  companies,  officers 
recruiting  therefor  are  authorized  to  muster  their  men  into  service  as 
soon  as  enrolled.  As  soon  as  enrolled  and  mustered,  the  men  will  be 
sent,  with  descriptive  lists,  to  the  depots  of  rendezvous,  at  which  they 
will  be  instructed  until  assigned  for  service  in  the  field.  When  the 
organization  of  any  company  remains  incomplete  at  the  expiration  of 
the  time  specified  for  its  oi^anization,  the  companies  or  detAchments 
already  mustered  into  service  will  be  assigned  to  other  organizations 
at  the  discretion  of  the  General-in-Chief. 

VIII.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  President  to  grant  any  authority 
for  raising  regiments  or  brigades.  I^e  only  organizations  to  be  per- 
fected at  the  depots  or  camps  of  instructions  are  those  of  companies 
and  (in  exceptional  oases  where  the  slaves  are  of  one  estate)  of  battal- 
ions consisting  of  four  companies,  and  the  only  authority  to  be  issaed 
will  be  for  the  raising  of  companies  or  the  aforesaid  special  battalions 
of  four  companies.  All  larger  organizations  will  be  left  for  fntnze 
action  as  experience  may  determine. 

IX.  All  officers  who  may  be  employed  in  the  recruiting  service, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  who  may  be  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  troops  raised  under  it,  or  who  may  hold  any  staff  appoint- 
ment in  connection  with  them,  are  enjoined  to  a  provident,  consider- 
ate, and  humane  attention  to  whatever  concerns  the  health,  comfort, 
instruction,  and  discipline  of  those  troops,  and  to  the  uniform  obeerv- 
anoe  of  kindness,  forbearance,  and  indulgence  in  tlieir  treatment  of 
them,  and  especially  that  they  will  protect  them  from  Injnstioe  and 
oppression. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
AdpdarU  and  Inspector  CtenerdL 


Hbadquartbbs  Reserve  Forces,  Mississippi, 

^nterpriset  March  1866, 

General  S.  Goopkb, 

A^viani  ana  Inspector  Oeneral, 

A^uiant  and  Inspector  GeneraTs  Office^  Richmondy  Va.: 
General  :  Soon  after  the  decision  of  Chief  Justice  B^ndy,  of  the 
high  court  of  errors  and  appeal  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  in  the  case 
brought  before  him  under  writ  of  habeas  corpus  of  Simmons  to  test 
the  right  of  Gk>vemor  Clark  to  accept  into  the  volunteer  service  of 
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the  State  men  of  the  ages  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  yeara  (an 
official  copy  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  forward  for  your  informa- 
tion), Grovemor  Clark  offered  to  turn  over  the  State  troops  to  the 
Confederate  Government  with  their  organization,  officers,  and  men. 
Having  no  authority  to  accept  these  troox>s  in  their  organized  state  I 
so  advised  the  Governor,  and  stated  to  him  when  they  were  dis- 
chai^ed  or  mustered  out  of  the  State  service  they  would  be  liable  to 
conscription,  and  such  as  were  of  the  military  age  would  be  con- 
scripted and  assigned  to  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  The  Gov- 
ernor insisted,  as  these  troops  had  been  in  C.  8.  service  for  several 
months,  and  were  entitled  to  pay,  they  should  be  mustered  for  pay- 
ment before  being  mustered  out.  I  brought  this  matter  to  the  notice 
of  the  generals  commanding  the  department  and  district,  and  repre- 
sented to  them  that,  aa  the  reserves  were  assigned  to  active  service 
and  not  under  my  control,  I  had  no  means  of  enforcing  the  conscrip- 
tion. It  was  then  agreed  by  General  Forrest,  commanduig  the  district, 
that  the  State  troops  should  be  assembled  at  Macon  to  be  mustered, 
&c.  At  an  interview  with  Lieutenant- General  Taylor,  he  suggested 
the  expediency  of  organizing  the  men  of  these  forces  between  the  ages 
of  eighteen  and  forty-five  into  a  battalion  or  regiment  temporarily 
and  subject  to  your  approval.  I  replied  that  the  orders  against  new 
oi^anizations  were  very  stringent  and  peremptory,  and  I  did  not 
believe  it  would  be  approved ;  but,  as  these  men  could  not  at  present 
be  forwarded  to  the  Army  of  Korthern  Virginia,  they  might  be  tempo- 
rarily formed  into  compuiies  and  officers  assigned  to  command  them 
for  die  present  emei^ency.  I  knew  it  was  the  practice  when  recruits 
or  men  returning  to  uieir  commands  could  not  do  so,  by  reason  of  the 
interruption  of  the  communication  by  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  the 
general  commanding  at  the  point  of  interruption  organ^d  them  into 
companies  and  temporarily  assigned  them  to  duty  with  his  own  troops; 
after  the  emei^ncy  was  over  they  went  forward  to  their  respective 
commands.  I  thought  the  same  course  might  be  pursued  with  these 
troops,  but  that  they  should  be  enrolled  at  once.  I  instructed  the 
enrolling  officer  to  apply  to  Iiieutenant-General  Forrest  for  authority 
to  make  the  enrollment.  I  am  not  advised  what  course  has  been 
taken. 

Lieutenant-General  Taylor  has  recently  desired  me  to  approve  this 
o^anization,  should  it  be  made.  This  I  most  resi>ectfully  decline  as 
I  am  satisfied  it  would  not  be  for  the  good  of  the  service,  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  men  who  would  compose  this  o^anization  are  from  the 
volimteer  State  forces  (who  have  been  avoiding  the  service  from  the 
beginning  of  the  war),  and  if  they  are  placed  in  a  separate  command, 
or  regiment,  and  permitted  to  do  duty  in  this  State,  they  will  all  the 
time  Lbe]  absent  from  their  command  without  leave  and  never  present 
and  fit  for  duty  when  required.  On  the  contrary,  if  they  are  assigned 
to  an  old  organization,  and  removed  from  the  State,  they  will  do  good 
service,  for  they  do  not  skulk  the  service  from  any  fear  of  the  enemy 
but  from  a  love  of  their  ease  and  comfort  and  anxiety  about  their 
families  and  property.  Therefore,  when  the  enemy  make  an  advance 
into  the  State  they  leave  their  colors  for  home — to  take  care  of  the  one 
and  secure  the  other.  For  these  reasons  I  ask  instructions  to  be  given 
to  the  generals  commanding  the  department  and  district  to  turn  over 
these  troom  to  me,  to  be  cons<nipted  and  assigned  to  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia.  It  is  also  ni^ed,  as  a  reason  for  organizing  these 
men  into  regiments  to  serve  in  this  State,  that  if  an  attempt  be  made 
to  conscript  they  may  desert.   Some  donbtlMs  would  desert,  but  this 
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should  not  be  regarded,  for  these  teroporizing  measures  have  been 
very  destructive  to  discipline  and  produced  all  the  demoralization 
that  exists  to  such  a  fearful  extent  in  this  State.  Therefore  I  renew 
my  recommendation  that  these  men  be  conscripted  and  assigned  to 
the  Army  of  Tennessee;  if  not,  to  Northern  Virginia. 

I  nave  Uie  honor  to  be,  ^neral,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  BRANDON, 
BrigadieT'Oenercd,  Convnvanding. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 
War  Department,  Niter  and  Mining  Bureac, 

Bichimmdy  March 

Hon.  John  C.  Breckinridge, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  In  a  confidential  letter  of  the  10th  instant  the  opinion  was 
expressed  that  the  supplies  of  lead,  niter,  &c.,  could  be  maintained 
for  a  given  length  of  time  with  the  force  then  assigned  to  the  Bureau. 

Since  that  time  the  detailed  men  both  in  North  Carolina  and  South- 
west Virginia  have  been  ordered  into  camp,  and  the  operations  of  tiie 
Bureau  in  these  two  States  virtually  suspended. 

I  respectfully  but  earnestly  request  that  these  men  may  be  returned 
to  their  work,  otherwise  there  is  no  assurance  as  to  the  future  sup- 
ply of  ammunition.  If  it  be  deemed  absolutely  essential  that  these 
men  remain  in  camp,  it  is  requested  that  the  offioers  of  this  Bureau 
be  allowed  to  select  from  their  workmen  such  as  are  available  for 
military  duty  and  organize  them  into  comxianies  under  the  district 
offioers.  This  has  been  done  in  three  oases  with  great  sucoess,  and 
one  of  the  battalions  complimented  for  its  gallantry  in  action.  If  the 
men  are  called  out  indiscriminately  many  of  them  will  most  certainly 
desert;  they  are  willing  to  work,  but  not  to  tight.  It  has  been  the 
policy  of  the  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau  to  utilize  this  class  of  men. 

The  Bureau  officers  would  select  such  men  as  were  reliable  for  mili- 
tary duty  and  leave  the  others  at  work. 

In  any  event  it  is  represented  that  there  are  certain  skilled  men 
who  should  always  be  left  at  their  work  under  any  call,  no  matter 
how  urgent.  The  loss  of  one  such  man  is  now  serious,  and  may  soon 
be  vital.  The  inclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Hill  is  one  of  many  on  the 
same  subject,  and  of  like  purport. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

RICHARD  MORTON. 

CdUmel  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 

^  (IndoraemeiitB.] 

War  Department,  March  26,  1S65. 

Colonel  Morton, 

Niter  and  Mining  Bureau: 

The  necessity  for  men  in  Southwest  Virginia  seems  to  be  very  urgent 
at  this  time  to  meet  a  force  that  threatens  to  destroy  the  worlcs  that 
employ  the  men.  I  know  that  many  of  them  cannot  be  relied  on  for 
militfury  service.  I  cannot  make  an  order,  but  let  Colonel  Morton 
send  tibiese  papers  to  the  proper  officer,  who  may  be  able  to  spare  the 
"skilled"  men  and  those  who  won't  fight  but  will  work. 

J.  C.  B., 
Secretary  of  War, 
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Respectfully  referred  to  Brigadier-General  Echols,  who  will  carry 
out  the  suggestions  of  Colonel  Morton  as  far  as  practicable.  The 
need  of  men  and  ammunition  is  equally  great,  and  while  all  avail- 
able men  should  be  brought  out  those  al^lutely  necessary  to  make 
ammunition  must  be  left  at  work  or  the  troops  can't  fight.  It  will 
be  best  to  take  only  such  as  can  be  spared  and  can  be  relied  on  in 
battle,  as  suggested.  The  rest  can  be  organized  as  local  commands 
and  act  with  the  troops  when  their  work  is  necessarily  suspended. 

By  order  of  GeneriU  Lee: 

C.  MARSHALL, 

Lieuienant-Coionel  and  Assistant  Adjviant-Oeneral. 

[InclMara.l 

Niter  and  Mining  District  No.  7, 

Abingdony  March  13,  2866. 

T^ient.  Col.  Richard  Morton: 

Sir:  In  writing  to  you  officially  a  few  days  ago  I  mentioned  that 
my  niter  employes  had  been  twice  called  under  arms  within  the  last 
ten  days.  TTiey  are  still  held  under  the  control  of  the  military  district 
commandant,  and  their  works  are  of  course  entirely  stopped. 

From  circulars  received  from  the  Bureau  at  the  commencement  of 
this  month,  I  was  induced  to  believe  that  there  existed  a  great  demand 
for  the  home  production  of  niter;  yet  if  there  is  so  much  greater 
demand  for  men  that  the  producers  are  to  be  taken  away  from  their 
works  and  held  in  camp  for  an  indefinite  time  on  every  rumor  of  a 
raid,  the  Army  will  be  greatly  benefited,  maybe,  if  the  men  are  put 
regularly  in,  and  the  Niter  and  Mining  Bureau  under  the  present 
state  of  a£Eairs  will  lose  nothing. 

I  have  140  men,  the  larger  portion  of  whom  are  thoroughly  worth- 
less to  the  Army.  On  every  call  I  lose  some  men  who  go  to  Kentucky; 
about  one-fourth  respond,  and  the  balance  who  do  not  run  off  remain 
at  home  frightened,  discouraged,  and  discontented.  I  applied  to  Gen- 
eral Echols  for  permission  to  organize  my  men  into  a  separate  and 
independent  command.  I  intended  thus  to  have  the  power  of  select- 
ing such  men  as  were  available  for  military  duty,  and  as  I  could  spare. 
He  very  shortly  refused  it.  I  wish  to  state  to  you  clearly  now  the  posi- 
tion in  which  we  are  placed. 

This  country  is  liable  to  constant  and  continued  raids  and  rumors  of 
raids  during  the  rest  of  the  war.  On  each  call  the  men  are  rendered 
more  and  more  unfit  for  work,  and  each  month  can  bring  me  a  good 
excuse  for  non-fulfillment  of  contract. 

As  a  body  they  won't  fight,  and  yet  they  will  work  if  let  alone. 
They  leave  their  works  unprotected,  their  earth  and  ore  to  be  wasted ; 
they  scatter  their  materials,  teams,  Ac. ,  and  when  they  are  allowed 
to  return  they  are  disheartened  (in  dread  of  a  fresh  call)  from  making 
eflEorts  to  renew  operations. 

These  men  are  wasted  to  the  Government.  Either  put  them  regu- 
larly in  the  Army,  or  so  many  as  can  be  got  there,  or  else  let  them 
remain  with  their  works  under  the  full  assurance  that  there  will  be 
no  interruption. 

I  respectfully  request  that  yon  will  give  this  matter  prompt  and 
vigorous  attention.    This  part  of  Niter  and  Mining  District  No.  7 
is  in  the  meantime  quietly  and  inactively  awaiting  your  interference. 
Veiy  respectfully,  Ac.,  WM.  M.  HILL, 

Assistant  SuperirUendenL 
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[March  24,  1865. — For  Lee  to  Davis,  requesting  that  a  reqaisition 
be  made  on  the  Governor  of  Virginia  for  fiegroes  to  serve  as  soldiers, 
see  Series  I,  Vol.  XL VI,  Part  III,  p.  1339.] 


General  Orders,  )      Adjt.  A2n>  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  15.         }  Bichnumdy  Va.,  March  B6,  1866. 

I.  The  attention  of  the  Army  is  directdd  to  the  following  act  of  Con- 
gress, authorizing  the  consolidation  of  companies,  battalions,  and 

regiments.  The  casualties  of  war  have  reduced  many  commands 
below  the  minimum  specified  in  the  act,  and  rendered  necessary  the 
reorganization  of  the  armies  of  the  Confederacy.  The  number  of 
company  and  regimental  organizations  will  be  diminished,  and  a  long 
list  of  valuable  and  meritorious  officers  will  inevitably  lose  their  com- 
missions; but  this  can  never  be  a  cause  for  censure  or  reproach.  It 
Is  a  measure  demanded  by  the  public  Interest,  and  iuTolves  no  impn- 
tation  upon  the  character  or  conduct  of  any  officer: 

AN  ACT  to  anthorLu  the  ooDMlldatlon  of  oompuies,  bfttteUooa,  and  ngtmsnto. 

The  Congress  of  the  Cot^ederate  States  of  America  do  enact.  That  whenwer 
any  compuiieB  which  are  now  in  tlie  service  Bhall  be  so  reduced  as  to  number  len 
than  thiny-two  men,  rank  and  file,  present  and  fit  for  duty,  and  when  it  shall  be 

§ roved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretuy  of  War,  or  the  general  commanding 
le  department  or  the  army  in  which  said  companies  may  be  serving,  ttiat  they 
cannot  be  recraited  to  that  number  within  a  reasonable  time,  the  general  com- 
manding said  deraxtment  or  army  may,  under  general  regolationa  to  be  issned  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  consolidate  soon  companies. 

Sec.  3.  That  new  companies  may  be  organized  fnnn  Ha  nonKxmunissioned 
o£Bcer8  and  privates  ot  Vbe  companies  thus  consolidated,  if  they  are  from  the  same 
State,  having  a  number,  rai^  and  file,  not  less  than  sixty-fonr  nor  more  Hum.  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  the  commissioned  otBoen  of  said  oompauiee  thus 
organized  shall  be  one  captain  and  one  first  and  one  second  Ueutenants,  and  the 
non-commissioned  officers,  four  sergeants  and  four  corporals. 

Sec.  8.  Whenever  the  consolidation  of  companies,  battalions,  and  regiments 
shall  have  been  determined  upon,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  first 
section  of  this  act,  the  general  commanding  the  deparbnent  or  separate  army  in 
which  snch  rednced  orgonizationB  are  serving  shall  recommeaid,  from  the  offloras 
and  men  of  the  several  oiganizations  wbicu  it  is  proposed  to  oooBtdidate,  the 
officers  for  the  command  of  the  new  oi^anization,  who  snail  fortilivrith  assume  the 
respective  commands  to  which  they  may  be  assigned  by  the  general  commanding 
^e  department  or  separate  army,  subject  to  the  subsequent  appointment  of  the 
President,  by  and  wiw  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Sbo.  4.  Officers  of  the  organization  consolidated,  not  selected  as  ofDoers  of  the 
new  organizations,  shall  forthwith  be  notified  of  the  fact,  and  from  that  time  shall 
be  dropped  from  the  rolls.  Such  officers  may,  within  sixty  days  after  the  consoli- 
dation M  ttuAi  command,  organize  themselves  in  numbers  sufficient  to  form 
companies,  batt^fms,  or  regiments,  and  shall  be  officered  from  among  themaelTOS, 
by  appointment  of  tiie  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  generals  commanding  tiie  armies  to  which  the  consolidated  organizations 
belong  snail  afllord  reasonable  fiwilities  for  forming  snch  organizations.  The 
officers  so  dropped  shall  have  the  privilege  of  selecting  the  company  and  arm  of 
the  service  in  which  they  may  desire  to  serve,  whether  snch  company  belongs  to 
the  army  with  which  they  are  now  connected  or  stmie  other  army  of^the  Conf ed- 
OTate  States,  and  shall  be  ^titled  to  tranntortation  to  such  company;  and  fiuling 
to  make  such  selection,  such  officers,  if  liable  to  military  duty,  shall  be  oonsorlbed 
and  placed  in  the  service  where  they  may  be  found;  but  no  oflicer  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy  shall  be  dropped  from  the  rolls  by  reason  of  anything  contained  in  this 
section:  Provided.  That  no  officer  shall  be  permitted  to  select  a  company  on  the 
oroosite  side  of  the  Mississippi  River  from  where  he  is  now  on  duty,  unleea  he 
readee  beyond  said  river. 

Sbc.  5.  That  hereafter  all  vacancies  in  the  ofRce  of  second  lieutenant  shall  be 
filled  by  sdectimis  in  the  mannw  pointed  ont  by  the  third  section  ot  ttiis  act,  and 
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all  oflScera  who  may  have  belone^  to  the  disbanded  organizations,  and  who  may 
be  appointed  to  the  same  grade  m  the  new  which  tbe^  held  in  the  old  organiza- 
tion, shall  take  rank  from  the  date  of  their  first  commission  or  ap^intment ;  and 
hereisifter,  should  the  new  companies  organized  under  the  provimonH  of  this  act 
become  reduced  in  nnmber  so  as  to  have  less  than  thirty-two  men,  rank  and  file, 
present  and  fit  for  daty,  futd  a  vacancy  shall  occnr  in  the  office  of  second  lieaten- 
ant,  the  same  shall  not  be  filled ;  and  dioiild  it  be  reduced  below  tiie  number  of 
sixteen,  then  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  first  lieutenant  shall  not  be  filled. 

Sbc.  6.  That  the  office  of  ensign  of  battalions  and  regiments  is  hereby  abolished, 
and  hereafter  the  officer  commanding  a  battalion  or  regiment  shall  assign,  to  act 
as  color-bearer,  a  non-commissionea  officer  or  private  from  his  command,  who 
may  be  distinguished  for  meritorious  or  soIdierlV  ctmdnct,  or  tot  valor  or  skill ; 
ana  said  non-commissioned  <^Boer  <a  private,  while  so  acting,  shall  receive  the 
p»y  of  a  first  lieutenant. 

Sec.  7.  The  general  commanding  the  d^iartinent  or  army  shall  designate  the 
names  of  the  oattalions  or  r^ments  organized  under  the  provisions  of  this  act ; 
and  the  colors  of  the  oldest  battalion  or  regiment  forming  the  new  shall  be  the 
colors  of  the  new  oiganization,  and  the  colors  of  other  battalions  and  ragiments 
shall  be  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Gtovemors  of  the  respective 
States,  with  a  statement  of  the  battles  in  which  the  battalion  or  regiment  to 
which  they  belong  may  have  borne  a  part. 

Sec.  8.  That  alTstafl:,  line,  and  other  officers  who  may  not  have  any  command, 
or  who  may  at  anytime  be  on  duty  for  a  period  exceeding  thirty  days,  unless  they 
belong  to  the  Invalid  Corps,  or  are  prisoners  of  war,  or  are  sick  or  wounded,  or 
absmt  1^  leave  of  the  Secretary  of  war,  or  the  general  commanding  the  depart- 
ment or  army  to  which  they  belong,  shaU  be  dropped  from  the  rolls  and  held  to 
service  as  now  provided  by  law:  Provided,  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  asdgn  any  officer  thrown  out  of  ccanmaod  by  the  operation 
of  this  act  to  vacancies  in  the  SHtff,with  the  rank  previondy  held  1^  such  officers 
in  the  service. 

Sec.  9.  Prisoners  of  war  roar,  within  sixty  days  after  their  exchange,  avaO 
themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  sectlaa  of  tiiis  act,  or  they  may  be 
assigned  or  appointed  to  vacancies  in  the  new  organizations ;  and  hereafter,  when 
conunissioned  officers  of  companies,  battalions,  and  regiments  may  be  captured 
by  the  enemy,  the  general  commanding  the  department  or  army  to  which  they 
belong  may  designate,  or  the  President  may  appoint  other  officers  to  SU  their 

E laces,  as  provided  in  this  act,  to  serve  with  temporary  rank  and  command,  to  be 
eld  only  until  the  return  of  said  officers  so  captured. 

Sec.  10.  When  r^pments,  battalions,  or  companies  shall  have  been  consohdated 
under  the  provisifms  of  tbds  act,  no  Babaeqaent  ccmsolidation  oi  the  same  shall  be 
made  unless  by  virtue  of  laws  hereaftw  to  be  passed. 

Approved  February  33, 1865. 

The  reorganization  will  be  accomplished  according  to  the  following 
Tegulations : 

II.  The  general  commanding  a  department  or  separate  army  is 
charged  with  the  execution  of  this  act  at  such  time  as  the  exigencies 
of  the  public  service  and  the  condition  of  the  troops  will  justify.  He 
will  ascertain  the  companies,  battalions,  and  regiments  from  the  sev- 
eral States  in  his  army  or  department  which  do  not  contain  the  num- 
ber prescribed  in  the  first  section  of  this  act  and  which  cannot  be 
recmited  to  that  number  in  a  reasonable  time.  He  will  consolidate 
these  nnder  the  first  and  second  sections  of  said  act,  and  according 
to  the  conditions  of  the  same.  He  will  announce  such  consolidation 
in  genera)  orders,  designating  the  names  of  the  new  organizations, 
and  immediately  forward  copies  to  this  office.  Care  will  be  taken  to 
have  the  names  of  all  men  for  service  transferred  from  the  old  rolls 
to  the  new. 

III.  The  officers  to  command  the  new  companies,  battalions,  and 
regiments  will  be  selected  by  the  commanding  general  from  the  offi- 
cers and  men  belonging  to  the  organizations  that  have  been  consoli- 
dated. They  will  be  placed  at  once  in  command  of  the  new 
organization,  and  remain  in  the  positions  to  which  they  have  been 
asBigned,  subject  to  the  subsequent  appointment  of  the  President, 
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and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  The  commanding 
general  should  inform  himself  of  their  merits,  and  select  such  as  are 
able  for  service  and  most  competent  to  command.  In  communicating 
his  recommendations  to  the  Department,  the  former  command, 
together  vith  the  date  and  grade  of  former  commissions,  will  he 
stated. 

IV.  The  commanding  general  of  the  department  or  army,  who  shall 
reorganize  his  army  under  this  act,  will  cause  a  list  to  be  prepared  of 
all  the  officers  of  his  army  or  department  who  are  not  designated  for 
command,  except  those  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  publish  the 
same  in  orders.  Copies  of  said  orders  will  be  promptly  forwarded  to 
the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  who  will  cause  the  names  of  all 
such  officers  to  be  dropped  from  the  rolls  of  the  Army,  to  take  effect 
from  the  date  of  the  publication  of  the  order  at  the  headquarters  of 
the  department  or  army.  The  names  will  also  be  announced  in  gen- 
eral orders  from  this  office. 

V.  Within  sixty  days  from  the  publication  of  the  names  of  said 
officers  at  the  headquarters  of  the  army  or  department,  each  officer 
wrill  select  and  join  a  company  in  some  branch  of  the  service  east  of 
the  Mississippi  River,  if  he  resides  and  is  in  service  on  this  side  of  said 
river,  or  be  subject  to  conscription  wherever  he  may  be  found.  Such 
officers  may,  however,  form  themselves  into  new  organizations,  which 
shall  be  officered  from  among  themselves  by  apxmintmeut  of  the 
President.  The  organization  will  be  conducted  und^  the  direction 
of  the  general  commanding,  who  is  required  to  afford  reasonable 
facilities. 

VI.  The  various  chiefs  of  bureaus  will  furnish  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  a  list  of  all  the  officers  in  their  respective  departments  who 
become  supernumeraries  under  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  aforesaid, 
in  order  that  their  names  be  dropped  from  the  rolls  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  same. 

VII.  The  office  of  ensign  of  battalions  and  regiments  has  been 
abolished  by  this  act.  Their-  names  wiU  be  dropped  from  the  rolls 
from  the  date  of  this  order.  Each  ensign  will  be  permitted  to  select 
the  company  to  which  he  desires  to  attach  himself,  under  the  con- 
ditions contained  in  paragraph  V. 

VIII.  The  commanding  general  is  authorized  under  the  ninth  section 
of  this  act  to  designate  officers  to  supply  vacancies  that  may  occur  in 
any  regiment,  battalion,  or  company  organization  by  the  capture  of 
the  officer  in  command.  In  all  such  cases  the  commanding  general 
will  promptly  communicate  to  the  Dei>artment  the  name  of  the  officer 
so  designated. 

IX.  The  colors  of  all  battalions  and  r^ments  which  are  consoli- 
dated, except  those  selected  for  the  new  organizations,  will  be  for- 
warded to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  with  a  statement  of 
the  battles  in  which  the  battalion  or  regiment  to  which  they  belong 
may  have  participated. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
AdjtUant  and  Inspector  Qeneral. 


Richmond,  Va.,  March  S5y  1865, 

Col.  John  R.  Bayi.or: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  you  have  been  appointed 
a  colonel  in  the  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate  States,  with 
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aathority  to  raise  a  regiment  in  that  portion  of  the  Stat&  of  Texas  in 
whieh  the  couRcript  law  cannot  be  enforced,  and  elsewhere  of  persons 
not  liable  to  military  service  under  that  law. 

If  t^e  regiment  is  not  complete  within  four  months  from  the  date 
of  appointment  the  aathority  will  expire.  Deserters  and  absentees 
from  other  commands  will  be  carefully  excluded.  When  the  regi- 
ment is  raised  it  will  be  mustered  into  the  service  for  the  war,  and  the 
master-roUs  and  the  certiflcates  of  election  of  officers  forwarded  to 
this  office  for  organization  in  the  orders  of  the  War  Department 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Vei^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  RIELY, 
Assiakini  AdjtUanl-QeneraL 


[March  25  ajsd  30, 1865. — For  Davis  to  Smith,  in  relation  to  raising 
and  organizing  negro  soldiers  in  Virginia,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLVI, 
Part       pp.  1348,  1366.] 


General  Or0EI&,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Ofpick, 

No.  16.  i"  Richinond,  Va.,  March  27,  1866. 

I.  The  attention  of  officers  in  the  Army  is  directed  to  the  first  sec- 
tion of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  to  raise  coin  for  the  pur- 
pose of  furnishing  necessyy  supplies  for  the  Army,"  approved  March 
17,  1865,  by  which  it  is  provided  that  purchasers,  under  that  act,  of 
cotton  or  tobacco,  shall  be  authorized  to  transport  the  same  "  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  Confederate  States  free  from  any  molestation  on  the 
part  of  the  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States,  or  the  payment  of 
any  duty  except  to  the  extent  of  one-eighth  per  cent,  now  imxKMed  by 
law." 

n.  All  officers  in  the  Army  will,  therefore,  allow  all  such  cotton  and 
tobacco  to  be  transported  as  aforesaid  without  restrictions  upon  per- 
mits for  that  purpose,  granted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  such 
officers  of  his  Department  as  he  may  authorize  to  grant  the  same. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjviani  and  Inspector  OenercU. 


Speciai.  Orders,  )         Adjt.  and  Insp.  (tbneral*s  Ofticb, 

No.  72.        J  Richmond,  March  27,  1866. 

m  •  «       '      «  *  «  « 

I.  The  following  schedules  of  prices  for  articles  named  therein, 
adopted  by  commissioners  appointed  pursuant  to  law,  for  the  State  of 
Virginia  are  published  for  the  information  of  all  concerned,  and  the 
specii^  attention  of  officers  and  ^ents  of  the  Government  is  directed 
thereto: 

BlCBHOND,  Va...  March  1866. 

Bon.  John  C.  Brbckinridoe: 

Sm:  As  Congress  has  repealed  portions  of  former  impressment  laws  relating  to 
cbedalea  of  prioes,  and  confined  their  operation  to  the  productions  of  tiioee 
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*  *  detailed  or  exempted  "  hy  the  Qorenunent,  we  have  tlion«;ht  it  adTinible  to  m 
the  late  acts  of  Congran  on  the  snliject  for  the  information  of  thepaUicaoda 
a  guide  to  all  impreesment  of&cen.  Therefore  we  invite  perticolar  attention^ 
tiie  annexed  exmcte  from  recent  acts  of  Gongrees. 

As  onr  schedules  were  designed  for  the  State,  the  conrndarionerB  endeavtnliB 
arranging  mioes,  to  base  them  npaa  what  appeared  to  be  a  &ur  aTerage,  triDBg 
all  the  marketa  of  Virginia  into  consideration.  The  varied  and  oonflictiiK  inter- 
ests involved  rendered  the  task  imposed  npon  the  oommiasionera  not  onl^  ffifficok 
toaccomplish.bntmadeitimirassiDlefortbemtopleaseallparties.  Actrngander 
laws  of  Congress,  whatever  mav  be  our  opinions  as  to  their  policy,  we  hm  ud 
will  fairly  emeaTor  to  observe  tnem; 

"AH  ACT  toamsBdtlwUvlnreUtiontofmpnMBaDls. 

"  The  Congrew  of  the  Confederate  8tate»  of  America  do  entuA,  That  it  dall 
not  be  lawful  to  impress  any  sheep,  milch  cows,  brood  mares,  stalUoaa,  jacks, 
bolls,  breeding  hogs,  or  ottier  stock  kept  or  necessary  for  raising  abeqp,  hogs, 
hones,  mnles,  m  oittte. 

**Ssa  8.  That  the  team ' jost  oompauation*  for  property  im^eeaed  or  titae 
for  public  use.  whenever  the  same  oocnrs  in  any  of  the  acts  relating  to  imprv 
meuts,  is  hereby  dedared  to  mean  the  usual  manet  price  of  snch  pri^er^atttt 
time  and  place  of  impressment. 

"  Sbo.  8.  That  so  much  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  to  regulate  imprasatenta, 
approved  March  26,  1868,  as  anthoriaes  the  board  of  commission  era  appdnted 
the  President  and  GtoTwnors  of  the  respective  States  to  fix  in  advance  upon  ^ 
prices  to  be  paid  for  property  impressed  or  taken  for  public  use,  and  to  asm 
upon  and  publish  scheanlee  of  prices  for  property  so  impressed ,  is  hereby  repeaU; 
Provided,  noweoer,  That  nothing  herdn  contained  shall  be  construed  as  prohili- 
ing  said  commissioners  from  fixmg  upon  and  publishing  schedules  of  prices tok 
paid  by  the  Qovermnent  or  by  the  families  oi  soldiers  to  persons  holcong  exe^i 
tions  or  details  upon  conditions  which  bind  such  persons  to  sell  to  the  GomI 
ment  or  to  f  amiliefl  of  soldiers  at  prices  fixed  by  wA  commissioners.  1 

"  Sec.  4.  That  in  all  cases  of  appeals  to  tiie  boaird  of  commiaaioners,  Kpsaam} 
by  the  President  and  the  Governors  of  the  respectiTe  States,  from  tmaapptt-l 
meuts  of  impressed  property  made  by  local  appraisera,  it  ahau  be  the  duty  of 
cmnmissioners  to  hear  the  proofs  adduced  by  the  parties  as  to  llie  naual  natU 
price  of  the  jproperty  at  the  time  and  place  of  impreesment,  and  to  aesBB  M 
same  according  to  the  testimony  submitted  in  the  particular  case.  On  sedi 
appeals  the  commissioners  shall  receive  and  consider  such  legal  oral  teetimoiiTa 
may  be  offered,  and  also  affidavits  or  depositions  of  competent  witnesses  tan 
before  and  certified  by  any  justice  of  the  peace,  or  judge,  or  clerk  of  any  conta 
record.  Witnesses  examined  before  such  board  may  oe  sworn  either  of  Ai 
commissioners.  Where  the  appeal  is  taken  by  the  impressing  officer,  9bA  warn 
is  not  brought  to  a  hearing,  and  a  final  award  in  the  case  made  the  caaasit 
sioners  witmn  ninety  days  after  the  date  of  the  original  appraisement,  sudimti 
shall  be  considered  as  abandoned  and  shall  not  be  arterward  heud,  and  A 
original  appraisement  shall  be  treated  as  final  imd  ccm^iuiTe. 

"Approved  March  18, 1865. 

"A  true  copy: 

"  JAHES  M.  MATTHEWS. 

"Law  Cfart.*  | 

"AIT  ACT  to  aiMnd  u  Mt  entllled  'An  act  to  mgnlatA  ImpreMmeiitB,'  Sppiorad  liarAKMlIf 
amended  by  the  act  approved  Febroajrjr  IC,  isSt. 

**  The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  Ameriea  do  emief.  That  tbe 
entitled  'An  act  to  regnlate  impressments,*  an;iroved  Mioch  96, 1868,  as 
by  the  act  awroved  February  16,  1864,  be  so  amended  that  in  all  casss 
property  shall  be  impressed  for  the  use  of  the  Army  it  ahall  not  be  neoesaaiy 
the  price  at  the  time  of  impreesment,  when  the  parties  from  whim  socih 
impressed  shall  refuse  to  receive  therefor  certificates  of  indebtedneesi 
authority  of  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  reduce  the  currency  and  to 
new  issue  of  notes  and  bonds,'  approved  February  17«  1864,  bat  the  same 
paid  as  soon  as  practicable  therwEter. 

«•  Approved  Aforch  18. 186S. 

**  A  true  ootnr :  i 

"JAMES  M.  MATTHEWS.  > 
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ArtielM. 


W¥0tf  

Flmtr  

.....da  

.....do  

..... d»  

Corn  

ObcmbmI  

dcmdoMs'  

WiMftt  bran  

fflwm....^  

Bfuwu  stuff .  • . . . 

^■taff  

Bmeaa  

Pork,  ult  

Poi^ftMh  

Lard  

Hone*  and  malee . 


Toifl  

 do   

Fmu  

Bocns  

Potatow  

.....do  ....... .d 

Onl«M  

Dried  paaohea.. 
 do  


Dried  appW 
Hay. Med ... 


'AT 


H«j,aiibaJed  

Bhaaf  oats,  baled  

SlMai  oau,  onbaled. . . . 
Bade  fodder,  baled.... 
2Bade  fodder,  nnbeled . 

Shocks,  baled  

Shucks,  QD  baled  

Wheat  straw,  baled  ... 
Wbeat  straw,  mtbaled. 

Pastarage  

 do   

 do  

 do   



 do  

Sdt  

Smu>  

Cn^lM  


^Hsm" 


Kiee. 

CdTeo  

Tea  

TlMgar  

FI^M  

...T.do  

 do  

SlooB  lnui>Ba 
SiBttli'almii.. 
KaOrnad  Iron. 

ImOmt  

 do  

.....do  

BeeTcaMlo... 

.....do  

 do  

BAbeef  


Amy  woolen  olotb.  M 
yazd. 

 do  

Amy  woolen  olotfa,M... 


QnaUty. 


Prima. 


■operfine. 

Vkmlly  

Prime  

Good  

Prime  

.....do  

Good  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

Fat  and  sood . . . 

Good  

Ftrat  clssa  


Fair  or  martiio. 

.....do  

Good  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

.....de  

.....do  

.....do  


....do  

....do...... 

 do  

.-..do  


do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

Superior.... 
First  rate... 

Good  

Haperior — 
First  rate... 

Good  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

.....do  

BervloeaUe. 
Good. 


.do. 


do.... 
....do.... 
Snperlor.. 
lint  rate. 

Good  

Fair  

Good  


do 
.do 


Description. 


VUteornd. 


White  or  yellow. 


Hog  round. 
Hog  round. 


Artillery,  too 


Vasbed... 
ITBwashed. 


Sweet 


Pseled  

TJnpeeled  

Peeled  

Timothy  or  clover.. 
Orchard  or  herd 
.  grass. 

 do  


Interior  ... 

....do  

 do  

Near  oitlea 

....do  

 do  


Tallow  

Cider  

Trade  

Brown  

New  Orleans. 


Rio  

Trade  

Mannibotnred  

No.  1  quality  

No.  2  quality  

No.  3  quality  ^ 


QasDtity. 


Per  Bushel  of  ao  lbs. 
FerbbLof  ISSIbs... 

 do  

.....do  

 do  

Per  bushel  of  66  lbs. 
PerhashelofMlbe- 
Perboehel  of  58  lbs. 
Per  bashelor321bs. 
Per  bushel  of  17  lbs. 
Per  bushel  of  22  lbs. 
Per  bushel  of  28  lbs. 
Per  bnshei  of  37  lbs. 
Perponnd  


Per  lb.,  net  weight. . 

.....do  

ATera|^  prioe  per 

Per  jtound  

Per  bnshei  

 do 


do  

do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

Per  100  pounds. 
 do  


 de  

 do  

 do  

 do  , 

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  , 

 do  , 

Per  head  per  month. 

....do...^T:  


 do 

....do 

 do 

-...do 
Per  bushel  oTM  lbs. 
Per 


Per 


gallon. 


Bound  piste  and  bar 

Harness  

Sole 


Upper  

Gross  weldit. 

.....do...rr... 

 do  


10 ounces  per  yard. 


I  ounces  per  yard..  Per  yard 


Per  pound 
Pergalloii 
Per^und  

Per  gallon  

Per  ton  

 do  

►....do  
....do  

 do  

.....do  

Fer^oad..  


 do  : 

PerlOOpennds-. 

 do  

;....do  

Net  per  pound.. 
Per  100  nonnds 
Pwyard  


«  Pro  zata  as  to  gtoater  os  lass  width  or  weight. 
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ArtlclM. 


Army  woolen  olotb,  S-4 
y»rd. 

FlanDel8,M  

Cotton  BhirtingB,  3-4  

Cotton  Bhlrtlng^  7-4  

Cotton  BheeHnga,  4-4  

Cotton,  MnabOTfca,  M ... . 
Cotton  oawbarm,  T-8  — 
Cotton  toot  clouts  


Army  •hoes  

Sboetbiwd  

Wool  Books,  men's  

Corn-top  fodder,  bsled.. . 
Corn-ti^  foddnj  nnbkled 

Whestohsff,  bsled  

Wheat  disK  nmbsled- . .  - 

Sofgfaam  molsises  

Psnnxage  flir  sheep  

.do 
do 


Apple  brandy . 
Peach  brandy. 


QnaUty. 


Good 


.do. 

.do. 

.do 

.do 

.do 

.do, 

.do. 


Good  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

First  quality 

Good  

Superior  

Ptratrato.-.. 

Good  

 do  


Desotlptton. 


Qoantity. 


Per  yard. 


6  OK.  per  yard  do 

4^  vards  topoand  do  . 

do  . 


3}  yard*  to  poand . 
3  yarda  to  pound.. 

6  OE.  per  yard  

S  oa.  per  yard  

10  OB.  per  yard  


Xutorior 

.....do- 
.....do.. 


do 
.do 

.do. 
.do 


Per  pair  

Per  poand  , 

Per  pair  

Per  100  pounds . 

 do  

 do   

 do  

 do 

....do 
Peri 


Prfce. 


W 

U4.W 

8.00 
S.50 
3.M 
8.W 
4.00 

lb) 

35.00 
CW 

5.<n 
in 

LOO 
7-00 
&«! 
U-Ot 
1.0> 

l.» 

1.H 
1B.0I 
U.M 


a  Pro  rata  aa  to  greater  or  lesa  iridth  or  weight. 

b  On  the  abore  ennmerst«d  ootton  oloths,  pro  rata  aa  to  greater  or  lesa  width  or  weight. 


Schedule  B. — Hire  of  labor,  teams,  vxigons,  and  drivers. 


Labor. 


Qnanti^  and  ttme. 


Price. 


Baling  long  forage   Per  100  poands 


Per  M  pbunda 
Per  owl.  per  mile . 

Perbtubel  

Perdqr  


.do. 
.do 


-do 


Shelling  and  bagging  com;  aaokB  furnished  by  Government. 

Hauling  

Uaaling  grain  

Hire  of  S-borse  team,  wagon,  and  drlrert  rations  fomiibed  by 

owner. 

Hire  of  same ;  rations  fnraished  by  Qoverament  

Hire  of  i-bovM  team,  wagon,  and  driTer;  rations  fhmlahsd  by 

owner. 

Hire  of  same;  rations  fhrnlsbsd  by  ths  Gorsnment  

Hire  of  Orhorse  tesin,  wHgon.  and  drivsr;  ratioaB  ftimlshed  by  ;  do  . 

owner.  | 

Hire  of  same;  rations  furaiahed  by  Government  do  

Hire  of  laborer;  rations  ftimiBbed  by  owner  '  do  

Hireofsamoj  rattona  furntsheU  byGoremment  do  

Hire  of  same;  rations  and  clothing  famished  by  owner  I  Per  month  

Hire  of  same;  rations  furnished  by  the  Government  do  

Eire  of  teamsters ;  rations  ftimlshed  by  the  Govomment  do  

Hireof  Uborer;  clothing  and  rations  famished  and  taxes  paid  by    Per  year  

Government. 

HiTeof«x-cart.team,and  driver;  ratlMu  fnmiabed  by  owner         Per  day  

Htreofsamei  rations  famished  by  Oovemmeift  do  


II.  oo 

.v 

.3) 
.IS 

aai4 

15.0) 
SO.W 

15.01 
70. 0| 

35. 01 
S.0 

A.a 

18S.0I 
1M.« 

loao 

B00.0I 

30.01 
l&OI 


Revision  o^ie  Schedules  of  Fdnttary  and  March  Uui. 

Since  the  adc^tion  of  our  echednles  for  the  months  of  Fehroary  and  March  las 
the  financial  bills  pa^eed  by  Congress  tazinx  the  carrency  had  seriously  impaired 
the  ralne  of  the  old  issues  of  Confederate  [Treasury  notes.  At  this  junotore  lar^ 
numbers  of  horses  and  mules  were  impressed  and  paid  for  in  a  currency  whic| 
was  in  a  few  days  thereafter  to  be  taxed  33^  per  cent. 

The  Board  of  State  Commissioners  having  adjourned  and  one  of  its  member 
being  out  of  the  State,  it  could  not  be  convened  in  time  to  review  our  schedtile 
of  prices.  Under  this  state  of  facts  we  have  re-examined  and  rearranged  on 
tariflf  of  prices,  so  far  as  we  have  been  advised  of  recent  ImDressments,  proposiii, 
in  this  mode  to  remedy  any  diminution  of  valuation  whicn  may  have  occurro 
from  the  action  of  Congress  upon  the  carrency.  Therefore  we  assess  flu  averaA 
Tidne  of  artillery  or  wagon  harses  or  mules  impressed  since  the  pasBsgQ  of  tE 
currency  bill  of  the  17th  of  February  last  at  S600.  This  award  will  mititle  eao 
person  to  receive  a  higher  <Hmipensation  accordingly  as  each  horse  ox  mti] 
recentiy  impressed  may  be  considered  as  being  a  first,  second,  OT  third  claasartiUer 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONFEDERATE  AUTHOBITIES.  1173 

or  wagon  horse  or  mule,  whether  the  parties  appeal  to  onr  Board  or  not,  ana  the 
impressing  agents  and  oflScers  should  forthwith  call  on  all  those  persons  of  whom 
tbey  have  impressed  horses  or  mules  and  propose  a  settlement  apon  the  foregoing 
biBis,  bnt  allowing  to  each  person  only  such  prices  as  first,  second,  or  third  class 
utillery  or  wagon  horses  or  mules  may  have  been  estimated  at  1^  the  local  or 
coonty  appraisers,  assnming  onr  average  appraisement  of  9600  as  a  fair  mediam 
ralaation.  This,  then,  would  allow  a  maximum  price  of  $800  and  a  minimum 
pice  of  $400,  making  $600  the  average  price,  thus  allowing  more  for  first-class 
DM^es  or  mrnea  and  proportionately  less  for  the  inferior,  as  they  may  fall  below 
the  grade  of  first  class.  The  county  appraisements  will  be  the  guide  in  making 
these  settlements,  but  within  the  limits  of  our  maximum  price  of  $800  and  our 
minimum  price  of  $400.  This  plan  would  perhaps  be  most  satisfactory  to  the 
people.  For  whatever  price  the  conn^  appraisers  ^reed  upon  should  be  deemed 
uir  within  the  range  of  oar  minimum  price  of  $400  and  our  maximum  price  of 
tSOO,  payment  of  whatever  amount  awarded  to  be  made  in  the  new  issue  of 
Treasury  notes. 

The  impressing  officers  in  those  instances  where  there  were  no  arbitrators  or 
local  appraisements  for  horses  or  mules  impressed  should  in  all  such  cases  them- 
Klves  re-estimate  the  value  of  horses  or  mnles  thus  impressed  and  allow  in  each 
case  such  additional  compensation  as  would,  within  the  Umits  of  our  schedule 
ntes,  appear  just  and  proper.  Bat  if  after  uus  revaluation  and  settlement  any 
person  should  not  be  satisfied  the  party  could  then  appeal  to  our  Board  and  have 
the  case  reconsidered. 

All  appeals  and  communications  for  the  Board  of  Commissioners  should  be 
addreeeea,  postpaid.  Mr.  D.  E.  Whitaker.  secretary  of  the  Board,  Box  996,  Rich- 
mond post-ofQce,  Va. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Board  wiU  be  held  the  3d  day  of  May  next  in  the  city 
of  Richmond. 

B.  W.  HUBABD, 
BOBT.  aiBBONEY, 
Commimonen  of  Virgrtnia. 


By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 


JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  A^utarU-GenerctL 


Wab  Department,  Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

Jiichmondf  Fa.,  March  «7, 1S66. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  R.  Lawton, 

Quarf^rTnaster-  General : 

Gbneral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  copies  of  a  memoran- 
dam  from  the  President  and  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
to  the  main  points  of  which,  in  so  far  as  they  are  applicable  to  your 
Bureau,  I  am  directed  to  invite  your  attention. 

You  will  please  classify  the  offlcera  of  your  department  according 
to  their  respective  grades,  and  in  the  order  of  relative  rank,  with  a 
view  to  selections  for  the  different  commanda  and  promotions  founded 
upon  capacity  and  services.  You  will  accompany  the  list,  which  will 
be  sent  to  this  office,  with  such  necessary  information,  in  brief,  and 

Jour  opinion,  as  will  facilitate  the  selection.    You  will  include  in  the 
ist  (making  the  necessary  distinction)  such  officers  of  the  C.  S.  Army 
a-s  may  properly  belong  to  your  department. 

A  general  order  embodying  these  regulations  and  announcing  the 
operation  of  the  several  acts  will  be  published  in  a  few  days,  but  it 
is  hoped  that  by  promptness  in  the  above  particulars  the  Department 
may  Iw  able  to  anticipate  the  demands  for  promotion  from  the  differ^ 
ent  sources  interested. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral. 
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[laolonu*  Ko.  1.] 

Wak  Depabtmkkt,  \ 
Richmond,  Fa.,  March  24,  1865.  j 

General  Cooper, 

A^uiant  and  Inspector  General: 

GenerjUj:  I  have  had  a  conference  to-day  with  the  Presidem  iii 
reference  to  the  general  staff.  It  was  desired  to  confer  v^th  yon,  but 
you  happened  to  be  absent.  The  inclosed  memoiandnm  in  huid- 
writing  of  the  President  is,  so  far  as  it  goes,  the  result  of  tJie  confer- 
ence. Please  classify  the  officers  of  the  Adjutant  and  Injector 
General's  Department  according  to  their  respective  grades  and  in  Uk 
order  of  rank,  with  a  view  to  selections  for  the  different  commands,  j 
and  promotions  founded  upon  capacity  and  services. 

The  principles  laid  down  in  the  memorandum  do  not  exdnde  tl» 
idea  of  promotion  upon  the  recommendations  of  general  officers  in 
propercases.  Hence,  if  you  see  no  objection,  it  may  be  well  for  yon  to 
recommend  the  promotion  of  the  officers  named  in  the  inclosed  com- 
munication of  General  R.  £.  Lee,  upon  the  ground  of  merit  and  serv- 
ices, although  there  may  be  available  officers  of  adequate  nnk 
unassigned. 

Please  issue  a  circular  to  the  chiefs  of  the  several  staff  departmentg,! 
embracing  the  points  in  this  and  the  memorandum  of  the  Presidest ! 
and  applying  them  to  their  several  corps.  ^ 
Please  confer  with  me  personally  so  soon  as  this  work  is  oompl^ 
The|>apwsin  relation  to  General  Buckner's  staff  arein^oeedfer 
reconsideration. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Secretary  of  War.  j 

[InolMiin  No.  S.]  j 
MBMOBAHDUM.  | 

The  act  of  June  14,  1864,  establishes  the  general  staff  as  a  corpt 
and  provides  for  promotions  or  selections,  and  renders  Uie  post  or 
duty  of  a  stafiE  officer  purely  a  matter  of  assignment.  It  allows  a  cer- 
tain grade  of  staff  officers  to  correspond  with  the  grade  of  the  general 
with  whom  they  are  serving,  and  a  certain  number  of  staff  ^oen,| 
but  authorizes  the  increase  or  reduction  of  the  number. 

The  act  of  March  11,  1865,  repeals  certain  provisions  as  to  both] 
grade  and  number. 

To  carry  out  the  first  and  main  provision,  promotions  cannot  be 
made  to  depend  upon  the  officer  with  whom  a  staff  offtcer  is  servinf : 
by  assignment.  llie  selections  for  promotion  must  be  made  in 
usual  mode  of  determining  merit.  The  number  of  oolonels,  for 
Instance,  in  the  Adjutant-General's  Department  will  be  made  eqnal 
to  the  number  of  appropriate  places  for  the  assignment  of  adjutants- 
general  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  From  these,  generals  entiUed  t( 
an  adjutant-general  of  that  grade  may  select  for  his  staff.  If  an} 
general  prefers  an  adjutant-general  who  has  a  lower  grade,  he  shoul<^ 
as  a  general  rule,  be  indulged  in  that  preference.  No  promotion^ 
however,  will  be  derivative  from  his  selection.  So  of  other  depart 
ments  of  the  general  staff. 
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OffioeTB  of  the  general  staff  other  than  aides-de-camp  will  not  fol- 
low their  chief  when  he  may  receive  a  new  assignment  or  promotion. 

By  careful  selections  it  will  be  made  the  interest  of  a  general  to 
desire  officers  of  the  highest  grade  allowed,  and  sach  will  probabfy  be 
the  osoal  practdoe;  bnt  when  it  may  be  otherwise  a  staff  officer  may 
be  assigned  to  a  general  of  lees  grade  tlian  that  corresponding  to 
Ids  own. 


[Kabch  27^  1865. — For  Lee  to  Breckinridge,  in  relation  to  raising 
negro  troops,  see  Series  I,  Yol.  XIjVI,  Part  UI,  p.  1356.] 


Confederate  States  of  America, 
War  Department,  Niter  and  Minino  Bureau, 

'Bichmondt  March  ises. 

General  B.  E.  Lbe, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Armies: 
General:  I  inclose  the  original  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  an  indorsement  from  him  which  directs 
me  to  refer  it  to  the  commanding  officers.*  These  duplicates  are  sent 
with  the  reqnest  that  if  meeting  your  approval  one  may  be  forwarded 
to  General  Johnston  and  the  other  to  the  officer  commanding  in  South- 
west Virginia. 

If  this  call  for  detailed  men  is  made  general,  two-thirds  of  them 
wUl  be  lost  to  the  service  entirely;  they  will  desert  rather  than  go  into 
the  Army.  If  the  Bnrean  officers,  however,  are  allowed  to  select  the 
reliable  men  as  many  will  be  secured  for  t^e  field  aa  by  making  the 
call  general,  and  the  beJanoe  will  remain  at  work,  which  is  of  'the 
atmost  importance  now.  There  are  many  skilled  men  and  founders, 
keepers,  miners,  Ac.  ,^  about  the  furnaces  and  mines,  whose  places 
eannot  be  supplied;  heretofore  they  have  been  exempt  under  all  calls. 

In  this  connection  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the 
bet  that  the  Wythe  Lead  Mines  are  vital  to  the  future  conduct  of  the  ' 
war.  Owing  to  the  damage  done  the  works  last  December  by  the 
niding  party  under  Stoneman  no  lead  has  been  received  from  Wythe 
for  some  months,  and  during  this  time  all  the  surplus  heretofore  accu- 
Bralated  has  been  worked  up.  Operations  were  resumed,  however,  on 
the  22d  of  this  month,  and  the  lead  for  the  opening  campaign  must 
lome  from  tliese  mines. 

Very  respeotfally,  yours, 

RICHARD  MORTON, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Bureait. 

[IiidoneBMitt.] 

Headquarters  C.  S.  Armies,  ■ 

March  89,  1866. 

Respectfully  referred  to  General  J.  £.  Johnston. 

The  need  of  ammunition  is  as  great  as  the  need  of  men.  It  is  neces- 
ary  to  have  such  men  as  are  absolutely  required  to  make  ammuni- 
bn.   The  best  for  service,  and  such  as  can  be  spared,  will  be  selected 

*See  March  24.  p.  1164. 
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by  the  offlceis  of  the  Boreau.   Skilled  men  for  mining,  smelting, 
are  absolutely  necessary.    Those  who  remain  at  work  can  be 
ized  as  local  troops,  and  can  be  used  when  they  cannot  work. 
By  order  of  General  Lee: 

0.  MARSHALL. 
lAeuiencml-Coionel  and  .Assistant  Ac^tdant-OeneroL 


Special  Orders,  )        Adjt.  and  Insp.  General^s  Office, 
No.  73.        f  Bichrrumd,  March  S8, 2S6S. 

*****  *  * 

X.  The  organization  known  as  the  Foreign  Battalion  will  be  here- 
after designated  the  Eighth  Confederate  Battalion  Infanlary. 
*****  *  * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WTTHEBS. 
AsmstaiU  AdjukminOmenL 


General  Orders,  )       Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  17.         f  Richmond,  Fa.,  March  S9, 1865. 

I.  The  following  act  of  Congress,  abolishing  the  Bureau  of  Cod- 
scription,  is  published,  as  amended  by  the  subsequent  act  of  Hani 
17,  1865,  for  the  information  of  general  officers  commanding  resemtj 
in  the  several  States,  and  of  all  officers  and  others  now  upon  con8(9ipt 
service  under  the  orders  of  the  late  Bureau  of  Conscription: 

AV  ACT  to  regnUto  the  bnalnMB  orcoDKrlpUon. 

The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  d»  enact.  That  tiie  gra»il 
officers  commanding  the  reservee  in  each  State  shall  be  char^;ed  witlt  the  aotjr  d 
directing  and  ctmtrolling  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  relating  to  conBcriptKC 
exemption,  and  details  therein;  that  the  said  officers  shall  report  to  tlie  SecretaiT 
of  War,  through  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  who  stiall  assign  an  itoA- 
ant  adjntant-general  in  his  office  to  the  special  duty  of  receiving  aaa  airanging 
all  retoms,  and  discharging  snch  oUier  dntiee  as  may  be  neceasazy  in  the  eamoe 
ment  of  the  ccmscription  acts. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  applications  for  exemption  and  detail,  except  as  hereinafter 
IHxmded,  shall  be  decided  by  the  general  officers  having  charge  of  the  bnanwof 
conscription  in  the  several  States.  Appeals  may  be  iaSasa  from  their  dedBkasto 
the  Secretary  of  War,  but  during  the  pendency  alt  soch  appeals  the  appeIliD& 
shall  be  liable  to  military  servicb. 

Sbc.  8.  That  there  shall  be  assigned  ftxnu  the  lanUd  CorpB,  or  bom  offim 
certified  by  the  proper  medical  boards  to  be  nnflt  for  adave  aervioeiu  Hiefiellk 
samcient  number  of  enrolling  officers,  who  shall  report  to  and  be  under  tbe 
immediate  direction  and  control  of  the  general  officers  conducting  the  basinw  d, 
conscription  in  the  several  States. 

Seo.  4.  That  all  conscripts  shall  be  examined  by  the  medical  boards  of  the  An^, 
after  joining  the  commands  in  the  field  to  which  they  may  be  lemiectiTt^' 
assigned ;  and  every  discharge  granted  by  an  Army  medical  board  shall  be  final 
and  shall  relieve  the  party  from  all  military  service  in  the  future,  irtien  the  dis- 
ability is  pomanent  and  the  cause  of  it  is  set  forth  in  the  certificate  of  diaohsrga 

Sec.  S.  aThatif  any  conscript  shall  forniah  to  the  enrcSling  officer  of  his  oon^ 
a  certificate,  nnder  oath,  from  a  respectable  physician  or  from  any  Aiw8QrseoD,j 
that  he  is  unable  to  travel  to  the  command  to  which  he  may  be  aaAguA,  wimmt 
serious  prejudice  to  his  health,  or  that  he  is  seriously  maimed  or  mamfesfly  nnfltl 

a  Amendatory.   Approved  March  17, 186S. 
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for  field  Berrice,  or  ehall  present  to  snch  an  enrolling  officer  a  certificate  of  dis- 
charge on  account  of  permanent  disability  heretofore  granted,  a  furlongh  shall 
be  granted  to  him  nntil  the  next  meeting  of  the  medical  board,  hereinafter  pro- 
vided for. 

Sec.  6.  That  there  shall  be  assigned  to  each  Congressional  district  a  medical 
board,  consisting  of  three  snrgecms,  two  of  whom  shall  be  Axm^  surgeons,  who. 
after  due  notice  of  tlw  time  and  T^ace  of  their  meeting,  shall  visit  each  county  of 
the  district  at  least  once  in  three  months,  and  shalT  examine,  for  discharge  or 
recommendation  for  light  duty,  all  conscripts  who  have  been  forloaghed  under 
the  provisions  of  the  preceding  section.  Every  discharge  granted  by  the  said 
medical  board  shall  be  final,  and  shall  relieve  the  party  n-om  military  service  in 
the  future,  when  the  disability  is  permanent  and  the  cause  of  it  is  set  forth  in 
the  oertdficate. 

Sbc.  7.  bit  shall  be  the  duty  ot  all  offlcere  and  others  employed  in  the  military 
service  of  the  Confederate  Stotes,  and  not  actually  in  the  field  nor  attached  to  ^ 
any  army  in  the  field,  including  quartermasters  and  commissaries,  commanders 
of  posts,  provost-marshals,  officers  of  the  Ordnance,  Niter  and  Mining,  and  Medi- 
cal Bureaus,  and  others,  to  make  certified  returns  under  oath,  every  two  months, 
to  the  nearest  conscript  officer^  of  the  names,  ages,  and  physical  condition  of  all 
persons  employed  in  their  service,  which  retains  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  general 
officer  controluug  conscription  in  the  State. 

Sec.  8.  That  mr  the  enforcement  of  the  duties  imposed  1^  this  act  upon  the 
general  officers  controlling  conscription  in  the  several  States,  they  may  emi^oy 
such  detachments  of  the  reserve  forces  as  they  may  deem  necessary. 

Sec.  9.  That  the  Bureau  of  Conscription  and  the  camps  of  instruction  are  hereby 
abolished,  and  all  rules  and  regulations  of  the  War  Department  inconsistent  wiw 
lliis  act  are  hereby  abrogated. 

Approved  March  7, 1865. 

n.  The  daties  in  connection  with  the  enforcement  of  the  conscrip- 
tion laws  devolved  hy  this  act  npon  the  Bureau  of  the  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General  will  be  performed  throi^h  an  officer  of  that 
Bureau,  to  be  styled  the  '*  Officer  of  Conscription."  All  reports  and 
returns  from  generals  of  reserves,  and  all  other  offlcitJ  correspondence 
relating  thereto,  will  be  addressed  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General,  and  will,  in  all  cases,  be  legibly  Indorsed  upon  the  envelopes 
"Conscription  Service." 

m.  Commandants  of  conscripts,  district  inspectors,  and  enrolling 
officers  will  at  once  report  to  the  general  commanding  reserves  in 
their  respective  States,  and  all  officers  on  conscript  duty  in  localities 
not  embraced  within  the  commands  of  generals  of  reserves  will  report 
by  letter  to  this  office,  indorsed  on  the  envelope  as  above,  inclosing  a 
copy  of  their  orders  and  stating  speoifioally  the  duty  to  which  they 
have  been  assigned. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER, 
AcfjiUani  and  Inspector  .Oenerdl. 


General  Orders,  )       Ai>jt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  18.         J  Richmond^  Fa.,  March  SO,  1866. 

I.  Paragraph  II,  General  Orders,  No.  6,  current  series,  is  hereby 
revoked,  and  Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Buggies,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  is 
instituted  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  and  will  at  once  enter 
npon  his  duties  as  designated  in  part^^phs  I,  II,  and  HI,  General 
Orders,  No.  84,  of  1864. 

II.  Paragraph  IX,  General  Orders,  No.  10,  current  series,  is  amended 
so  as  to  read : 

Persons  arriving  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  all  others  in  the 
reserve  forces,  not  disabled  for  active  duty,  who  are  within  the  con- 

bSection  6  repealed     amendatory  act,  approved  March  17, 1865. 
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script  ages,  will  be  turned  over  to  enrolling  officers  for  assignment  to 
infuitry  companies  in  the  general  service.  The  fact  of  their  holding 
commissions  does  not  preclude  the  operations  of  this  order. 

G^enerals  of  reserves  and  inspectors  are  required  to  enfwoe  this 
order. 

m.  Paragraph  I,  General  Orders,  No.  83,  of  1864,  is  amended  so  to 
embrace  commissioned  officers  within  its  provisions. 
TV.  It  having  been  represented  to  the  Department  that  officers  and 

persons  authorized  to  raise  local  organizations  and  companies  within 
the  enemy's  lines  are  abusing  their  authority  by  receiving  deserters 
into  their  companies  and  giving  encouragement  to  desertion  in  order 
to  fill  up  their  commands,  the  attention  of  officers  and  soldiers  is 
therefore  especially  directed  to  the  following  Articles  of  War,  to  wit: 

Abt.  22.  No  non-<»miiu88ioned  officer  or  mldiershaU  enlist  himseU  in  any  otl^ 
regiment,  troop,  or  company  without  a  regular  discharse  from  the  r^fiment, 
troop,  or  company  in  wnich  he  last  served,  on  the  penalmr  of  being  reputed  a 
deeenter  and  snflenng  accordingly.  And  in  case  any  officer  shall  knowingly 
receive  and  entertain  such  non-commiseioiied  (^cer  or  stddier,  or  shall  not,  after 
hk  being  discovered  to  be  a  deserter,  immediatebr  ctniflne  him  aoA  give  notice 
thereof  to  tiie  ccnps  in  which  be  last  served,  the  saw  officer  shall  by  a  oovrt-mar- 
tilal  be  cashiered. 

Abt.  SS.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  be  convicted  of  having  advised  or 
persuaded  any  officer  or  soldier  to  desert  the  service  of  the  Gonfedante  States, 
shall  suffer  death  or  such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  inffiofeed  vpoa  idm  ttie 
sentence  of  a  court-martial. 

All  persons  violating  these  articles  will  be  promptly  arrested  and 
brought  to  tri^  by  court-martial,  and,  if  the  practice  referred  to  is  not 
at  once  disoontinned,  authorities  to  raise  such  commands  will  be  sum- 
marily revoked. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPER. 
AcfjtUant  and  Inspector  General. 


CiBcni^AR  IjEtteb.]  Conscript  Office, 

Bichmondy  Va.,  March  Sl^  1866. 
Enrolling  officers  are  hereby  instructed  not  to  interfere  with  parties 
detailed  to  the  Navy  Department  whose  details  expire  on  or  about  the 
Ist  of  April,  as  it  is  impracticable  on  the  piurt  of  said  Department  to 
apply  imm^iately  for  renewals. 

Application  for  renewal  will,  however,  be  made,  and  until  further 
orders  are  issued  the  above-named  parties  will  remain  unmolested. 
By  order  of  litiut.  CoL  J.  C.  Shields,  commandant:  * 

J.  H.  BZNFOBD, 
lAendenami  cmd  AefifukmL 


[April  l,  1866. — ^For  Davis  to  Lee,  in  relation  to  measures  for  rais- 
ing negro  trdops,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLVJ,  Part  III,  p.  1370.] 


HSADQUAKTBHS  BESBRys  FOBCBS,  VlBOINIA, 

Apra  i,  2866. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oener€U: 

GenbbaIj:  I  respectfully  ask  tnstruetions  upon  ttie  following 

points: 

First.  Shall  I  continue  to  hold  men  to  service  after  they  attain  the 
age  of  fifty  years?  The  existing  orders,  verbally  communicated  to 
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me  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  require  me  to  do  so.  Wliile 
the  courts  differ,  most  of  them  dischfu^  men  upon  becoming  fifty 
years  of  age  upon  writs  of  habeas  corpus. 

Second.  Does  the  act  of  February  17,  1864,  hold  to  service  during 
the  war  all  men  who  were  on  that  day  under  fifty  years  of  age;  or 
does  it  mean  simply  to  iiold  to  service  those  who  are  under  fifty  at 
the  dates  at  which  they  are  respectively  liable  to  enrollment?  To 
illustrate:  A  member  of  the  Legislature  who  will  go  out  of  commie- 
sion  on  the  1st  of  July  next  will  then  be  fifty  years  of  age,  but  was 
under  that  age  on  the  17th  of  February,  1864.  Shall  he  be  held  to 
service  ?  Another  member  will  then  be  forty-five  years  of  age.  Is 
he  to  be  held  to  service  as  a  reserve,  or  does  the  fact  that  he  was 
under  forty-five  on  the  17th  of  February,  1864,  make  it  proper  to 
assign  him  to  the  regular  forces  ? 

Imrd.  Am  I  to  ulow  any  details  to  men  between  forty  and  forty- 
five  years  of  age  on  grounds  of  public  and  private  necessity?  Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  77,  series  of  1864,  revokes  all  such  details,  and 
impliedly  forbids  fuiy  such  to  be  granted.  It  is  nndwstood  t^t  a 
recent  law,  which  has  never  been  published  in  orders,  authorizes  the 
Executive  to  grant  details  to  men  between  forty  and  forty-five  years 
of  age  on  the  grounds  mentioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  EEMPER, 

MajoT-CfenerciL 


[April  4,  1865. — For  address  of  Jefferson  Davis  to  the  people  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XLVI,  Part  III, 
p.  1382.] 


Hbadquastbrs  Reserve  Forces,  Mississippi, 

Enterprise,  AprU  5,  1S6S. 

Lieut.  Gen.  R.  Taylor, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Mississippi  and  AlabamOy  Macon,  Miss.: 
General:  I  have  this  day  forwarded  to  you  the  application  for  the 
return  of  107  men  belonging  to  the  different  companies  of  the  reserve 
forces  who  have  deserted  their  colors  and  joined  other  commands. 
This  is  a  growing  evil  and  is  very  detrimental  to  discipline  and  order, 
tending  to  demoralize  the  whole  force  and  render  it  worthless  as  a 
separate  organization.  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection  to  assign  or 
transfer  to  the  general  service  the  youtlu  now  over  eighteen  years, 
and  as  they  pass  that  age,  but  cannot  do  so  without  instructions  from 
the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War,  for  which  I  have  applied.  The  gen- 
era orders  ttfainst  officers  receiving  deserters  knowingly  are  very 
stringent,  and  I  have  unofficial  notice  of  a  captain  of  the  reserves 
being  cashiered  under  that  charge,  at  which  I  was  rejoiced.  I  feel 
that  it  is  due  to  the  good  of  the  service  that  the  same  rule  should  gov-^ 
em  or  prevail  in  regard  to  the  officers  of  the  general  service.  I  have 
the  honor,  general,  most  respectfully  to  ask  your  especial  attention 
to  this  gross  breach  of  discipline.  If  you  deem  it  advisable,  and 
have  these  papers  returned,  I  will  have  charges  preferred. 

I  have  t^e  honor  to  be,  with  great  regard ,  your  obedient  servant, 

W,  L.  BRANDON, 
-Brigadier-Chneral,  Commanding, 
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CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. 


Confidential.]  Executivb  Department, 

MiOedgevUley  AprU  7,  2S6S. 

Maj.  Gren.  Samuel  Jones: 

General:  I  agree  with  you  fully  lu  opinion  on  the  blockade  qnee- 
tion,  and  inform  yon  in  this  confidential  manner  that  the  cotton  is  to 
be  carried  down  by  the  State  on  her  steamers  and  sold  to  persons  who 
have  authority  from  the  United  States  Government  to  purchase,  and 
sell  us  in  exchange  necessaries  which  we  cannot  do  without.  It  is 
also  the  policy  in  this  way  to  accumulate  some  funds  abroa<l  to  pay 
for  soldiers*  clothing,  &e.  I  have  the  authority  of  the  Legislature  of 
my  State  for  this.  Members  of  Congress  tell  me  that  a  late  act  uf 
Congress  gives  the  same  authority,  and  the  President  has  directed 
General  Cobb  to  grant  permits,  if  necessary,  on  my  certificate.  I 
am  glad  you  talce  what  I  consider  the  true  view  of  this  question,  and 
will  be  mnch  obliged  by  any  aid  you  may  afford  me. 

The  portion  of  your  letters  which  relates  to  militia  will  be  reform 
warded  to  Adjutant-General  Wayne  for  reply. 
I  am,  general,  very  truly,  &e., 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN. 


[April  8,  1865. — For  Smith  to  Pike  and  others,  in  relation  to  form- 
ing an  alliance  with  the  Comanche  and  other  wild  tribes  of  Indians, 
to  enable  the  Confederate  Government  to  use  them  as  auxiliaries,  see 
Series  I,  Vol.  XLVIII,  Part  II,  pp.  1266-1271.] 


Danville,  Va.,  April  P,  1365. 

President  J.  Davis: 

.  Mr.  President:  In  obedience  to  your  request  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  statement: 

On  the  2lBt  of  March,  1865,  Mr.  McEnight,  of  the  Alabama  Reserves, 
printed  a  permit  to  General  Hodge  for  his  indorsement  and  orders 
for  a  guard  to  escort  l,666,666f  pounds  of  cotton  through  the  District 
of  Southwest  Mississippi  and  East  Louisiana,  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing and  getting  out  medical  supplies  for  Sui^eon  Potts,  C.  S. 
Army,  at  Montgomery.  I  have  been  informed  that  Mr.  McEnight  is 
associated  in  this  contract  with  a  detailed  man,  a  clerk  of  Captain 
Gillaspie,  assistant  quartermaster,  at  Montgomery.  Said  clerk  was 
arrested  at  Jackson,  Miss.  (I  have  forgotten  his  name),  about  the  19th 
of  March,  for  stealing  and  running  off  with  $133,000  of  Mr.  D.  H. 
Mark's  money,  and  converted  the  same  into  gold.  His  wife  has  gone 
into  the  enemy's  lines  since.  I  informed  Mr.  McEnight  that  the  Grov- 
emment  had  no  cotton  in  that  district.  He  replied  that  that  made  no 
difference,  as  he  would  purchase  cotton.  I  have  been  very  active  as 
inspector  watching  all  movements  of  the  enemy,  (md  especially  of 
cotton  and  goods,  since  early  in  December  last,  and  have  never  known 
but  of  one  wagon  load  of  medical  supplies  being  received  and  shipped 
to  Doctor  Potts,  and  then  Mr.  Granville  White  (his  agent  near  Bayoo 
Sara)  shipped  without  a  permit  thirty  or  thirly-six  bales  of  cotton  to 
pay  for  the  same,  and  some  whisky,  of  which  he  sold  four  or  five 
barrels  at  Woodville  for  $14  per  gallon,  in  greenbacks,  to  a  Mr.  Frank- 
enthaul,  for  I  saw  the  bilL  Rnmor  also  says  he  received  as  medical 
supplies  coffee,  flour,  soap,  Ac.,  all  of  which  were  sold.   Mr.  G.  White 
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was  arrested  and  sent  to  department  headquarters,  and  soon  after  I 
saw  him  back,  having  been  released.  This  is  but  one  of  the  many 
cases  of  fraud  practiced  on  the  Oovemment,  and  which  I  was  break- 
ing up. 

Mr.  Deynoodt,  Belgian  consul,  is  nowshipping  10,000  bales  of  cotton, 
and  hundreds  of  people  are  trying  to  and  are  shipping  in  his  name, 
although  I  know  it  is  without  his  knowledge.  It  will  require  the 
entire  attention  of  one  responsible  officer  and  several  attendants  to 
prevent  these  shipments  and  see  that  the  guards  and  pickets  do  not 
take  bribes  and  pass  more  than  the  order  calls  for.  This  has  been 
my  especial  duty  since  I  was  ordered  by  the  Honorable  Secretary  of 
War  to  report  to  General  Hodge.  There  are  many  families  living 
near  the  river  with  many  slaves  on  their  plantations  doing  little  or 
nothing  but  stealing,  as  they  are  not  able  to  clothe  and  feed .  them. 
These  parties  have  made  repeated  application  to  ship  a  few  bales  of 
cotton  and  buy  supplies,  but  the  general's  orders  were  such  that  he 
could  not  permit  it,  and  they  are  nightly  running  cotton  through. 
Many  ne^iroes  are  running  to  keep  from  our  conscript  officers,  and 
some  are  volunteering. 

In  closing  my  report,  Mr.  President,  permit  me  to  ask  a  favor.  As 
the  plans  submitted  to  you  last  March  by  Greneral  Polk  and  myself 
were  not  approved,  I  renew  the  proposition  in  a  different  light.  I  am 
an  old  naval  officer,  and  found  when  I  captured  the  iron-clad  Indi- 
anola  that  it  would  be  an  easy  thing  to  capture  more.  I  would 
respectfully  ask  that  I  may  now  be  allowed  to  raise  a  battalion  of 
volunteer  officers  of  the  Navy  and  Army  who  are  off  of  duty,  and 
with  1,000  bales  of  cotton  at  my  command  I  will  pledge  myself  to 
captnre  and  destroy  most  if  not  all  the  vessels  in  the  Mississippi 
River  and  get  your  army  across  the  river.  It  can  be  done  with  a  gal- 
lant little  band  of  men,  and  by  surprising  them,  as  Uiey  are  not  so 
vigilant  now  as  formerly;  and  boats  going  up  and  down  the  river,  by 
giving  a  signal,  run  up  alongside  of  their  qu(ui)er,  where  they  can  be 
easily  surprised  and  captured. 

Praying,  Mr.  President,  that  you  will  excuse  the  liberty  taken  and 
give  me  a  favorable  answer  to  my  plan,  I  beg  to  subscribe  myself, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  B.  BRAND, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Miles  {Louisiana)  Legion. 

[Indorsement.] 

April  10,  1865. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

The  within  report  in  regard  to  frauds  in  the  matter  of  exporting 
cotton  requires  attention.  It  would  be  weU  .to  communicate  with  the 
commanding  generals,  &c. 

The  proposition  to  employ  officers  *'off  of  duty"  can  be  better  esti- 
mated by  you  than  myself.  It  seems  designed  for  temporary  service. 
The  law  authorizing  supernumerary  officers  to  organize  themselves 
implies  permanence. 

J.  D. 


[April  15,  1865. — For  Brown  to  Smith,  ordering  out  all  men  in 
Geui^ia  who  can  bear  arms,  whether  in  the  State  or  Confederate 
service,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  LII,  Part  II,  p.  813.] 
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COBKE8P0NDENCB,  ETC. 


[Apbil  16,  186fi. — For  Smith  to  Breckinridge,  in  relation  to  the 
refoBal  of  President  Davis  to  give  the  Gk>vemor  anthority  over  the 
Confederate  forces  who  may  be  in  Vii^^inia,  see  Series  I,  YoL  LI, 
Part  n,  p.  1069.] 


ConaoHdlated  obttraet /nom  the  tatett  ratunu  of  the  CkH^fedarate  Army,  1866. 


[OonvUsd  ftoB  nch  ratsna  w  ai«  on  file  la  Uw  Var  DapartniMit.] 


Command. 

Fnaent  for  doty. 

A 

li 

Data  Of  m- 
ton. 

1 

Dwpwtownt  of  WMtern  Vlrglnu  and  Baat 
Tenaeiaaeii  (EohoU). 

4,0« 
861 

182 

6e,S76 
8,128 

4,«a 

71, 340 
4,008 

6,in 

100,411 
10,  OH 

0,460 

Feb.  20,1886 
Tab.  28,UB 

Mar.  10,1MB 

Apr.  IT.  188b 
l£ar.  10, 1885 

Kar.  10,1886 
Dee.  S1,18H 

Department  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Georgia,  aad 
Florida b  (Hardee). 

Department  of  Alabama,  Uluiaalppl,  aad 

Baat  Laaialanad  (Taylor; . 
Weatem  Diatriot  of  Korth  Carolina  (Ifarttn) . . 
Tnoa-Miaalaa^piDepaHawnta  (K  X.  Smltb) . 

Total  

1,577 
786 

180 
2,183 

16, 3K 
0,106 

1,488 
28,107 

90,820 
12,010 

1,746 
43,064 

73,280 
28,  IM 

2,910 
74,807 

^2tt 

118, 751 

UD,108 

868,8(2 

aExdnalTe  of  the  Tenth  Kentnoky  Cavalry,  Seventh  Oonfsderate  Battalion,  and  Thirteenth  VIr- 
glnla  Battalion  (Baservea),  Hot  reported. 

6  Embodied  in  the  retom  of  the  Army  of  Tenneaaee  for  April  17,  1886,  except  that  portion  of 
Hardee'a  oommaud  in  Florida  under  Jonea,  for  which  there  are  no  retoma  in  1885. 

aEzolnaiToof  thecaralry,  vhioh  had,  April?,  1886,  an  effeotlre  total  of  6,000;  total  preaent,  8^718; 
aggregate  present,  7,188.  See  alao  other  explanatory  ootea  attached  to  return  printed  in  Serlea  X  vol. 

rcvn,  Part  in,  p.  sos. 

dThereareno  retoma  of  any  taoopa  in  thla  departmaat  Ibr  188B,«zei^  tha  Diatriot  of  tha  Ctalf 
(Uanij),  which  io  here  given. 

aThoBO  flgorea  are  tebtn  firom  lataat  latarn  on  flla  (Daooabar  81, 1884).  IVw  aa  oqitauttoB  of- Ha 
daflolanatoa,  aaa  abatraot  fte  DeooBber,  1884,  p.  888. 


ProclamaMon  of  Oovemor  Brown. 

A  PROCLAMATION  TO  THE  OFFICBBS  AND  HEHBBRS  OF  THE  OBNERAL 

A8SSHBLY. 

The  magnitude  of  events  that  have  occurred  sinctf  your  late 
adjournment  and  are  now  transpiring  in  our  xnibllc  a£Fairs,  affecting 
as  they  do  so  seriously  the  safety,  security,  and  welfare  of  the  people 
of  the  State,  render  it  highly  proper  and  expedient  that  the  General 
Assembly  should  be  in  session  again  at  an  early  day  to  consider  of 
the  existing  state  of  things  and  to  provide  the  best  means  which  they 
in  their  wie^om  may  be  able  to  devise  for  meeting  the  exigenoieB  <d 
the  times. 

The  two  most  distinguished  generals  of  the  Confederacy,  oom- 
manding  the  armies  upon  which  we  mainly  relied  for  the  defense  and 
ms^tenance  of  our  cause,  having  been  compelled  by  overwheliDiiig 
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nambeTs  to  capitulate,  it  now  devolyes  upon  statesmen  and  patriots 
in  the  civil  departments  of  Government  to  do  all  in  their  power  to 
prevent  anarchy,  restore  and  preserve  order,  and  save  what  they  can 
of  liberty  and  civilization. 

T<ra  are  therefore  hereby  required  convene  in  extraordinary 
session  at  the  capitol  in  Milledgeville  on  Monday,  the  22d  day  of  thUi 
present  month. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  at  the  capital  of  the  State 
this  3d  day  of  May,  1865. 

JOSEPH  E.  BROWN. 


Prine^MMl  offldaU  of  the  War  Deportment  and  its  bureaatsfrom  January  1, 1864, 

to  dote  of  the  war. 

[OompUsd  from  ofDdHl  raoorda.] 


SXOBBTABT  OF  WAB. 

Jamefl  A.  Seddon. 

Maj.  Qea.  John  C.  Breckiiuldge,  from 
February  0, 1865. 

ASSISTANT  BKCRSTABY  OF  WAB. 

John  A.  CampbeU. 

OBXBF  OF  THS  B0BBAU  OF  WAR. 

Boberfc  G.  H.  Eeon. 

ADJUTANT  AND  IN8FBCTOR  GBKKBAL. 

General  Samuel  Go(q>er. 

QUABTBBHASTBBOBNBRAL, 

Brig.  Gen.  Alezamder  B.  Lawton. 

OOHMISSABT-aBNBBAL  OF  8UB8ISTBNCB. 

Col.  Lncins  B.  Northrop. 
Brig.  Qeu.  Isaac  U.  St.  John,  from  Feb- 
roary  16, 1866. 

SUBOBON-OENKRAL. 

SoTg.  Samoel  P.  Moore. 

CmEF  OF  BNOINEER  BUBKAU. 

Lient.  Col.  Alfred  L.  Bives  (aoting),  to 

Maroh  9, 1664. 
Mai.  Gen.  Martin  L.  Smith,  to  April, 

1864. 

Col.  Alfired  L.  Blves  (acting),  from 
April,  1864. 


omBF  ojr  BMOiNXBB  bubbau— cont'd. 

MaA.  Gen.  Jeremy  F.  Gilmer,  from 
June,  1864. 

CHtBF  OF  BD!BBAU  OF  OBDNANCE. 

Col.  Josiah  Ghn-gas.  (Waa  promoted  to 
brigadier-general  ITOTember  10, 1864. ) 

SUFBBIMTSNnBNT  OF  NrTEB  AND  HINma 
BUBBAU. 

Lient.  Col.  Isaac  M.  St.  John  (promoted 
to  colonel  Jnne  16, 1864),  to  Febmary 
16,  1865. 

Col.  Richard  Morton,  from  Febmary 
33, 1866. 

COiaflSBIONEB  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIBS. 

S.  S.  Scott. 

SUPEBINTBNDBNT  OF  OON80BIFTION. 

Brig.  G^.  John  S.  Preston.  (Was  pro- 
moted from  colonel  to  brigadier-genr 
eral  Jnne  10, 1864.  Daring  intervals 
of  temporary  absence  of  the  superin- 
tendent the  Bnrean  was  in  charge  of 
Col.  Thomas  P.  Angnst,  Lient.  Col. 
George  W.  Lay,  or  Cspt.  C.  B.  Dof- 
fleld.T 

The  Bnrean  of  Conscription  was  dis- 
c(mtinned  hy  act  ot  OoDgnea  of  March 
17, 1865. 

CHIEF  OF  SIQNAL  CORPS. 

Maj.  William  Norris. 
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GOBBESPONDENCB,  ETC. 


EseeeuHve  offieen  of  the  Confederate  Statee,  J861-186S. 

[Oompfled  from  ofBelal  noords.] 


PBESISBNT. 

Jefferson  Davis,  February  18,  1861, 
and  February  1^,  1863. 

VICX-FBBBIDBKT. 

Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Febmary  18, 
1861,  and  February  33, 1862. 

8B0BETABT  OF  STATE. 

Robert  Toombs.  February  31, 1861. 
Bobert  M.  T.  Honter,  Jnly  25,  1861, 


to  February  17,  ^ww. 
WiUiam  M.  Browne  (ad  interim). 
Jndah  P.  Benjamin*  Haiob  18, 1863. 

ATTORNET-aSNKKU.. 

Jndah  P.  Benjamin,  Febmary  25, 
1861. 

Thomas  Btm»,  November  31. 1861. 
Thomas  H.  Watts,  March  18. 1863.  a 
Wade  Eeyee  (ad  interim). 
George  iMvis,  January  3, 1861. 

BBCBXTAHY  Or  THE  TBEASUBT. 

Christopher  Q.  Memminger,  Febru- 
ary 31, 1881. 


BBCSKTAKT  OF  THE  TBXA8UBY— eOllt*d. 

George  A.  Trenhohn,  Jnly  18, 1864. 

8BCBXTA&T  OF  THE  NAVT. 

Stephen  B.  Mallory,  March  4, 1861. 

POeXMABTKR-G  KNER  A  L. 

Henry  T.  Ellet,  February  35,  1861 
(declined  appointment). 
John  H.  Beagan,  March  6, 1861. 

SBOBSTABT  OF  WAR. 

Leroy  P.  Walter,  February  21, 1861, 
to  September  16, 1861. 

Jnoah  P.  Benjamin,  November  21, 
1861.  (Was  also  acting  from  Septem- 
ber 17, 1861,  to  November  21, 1861,  and 
from  March  18, 1862,  to  March  28, 1862. ) 

Brig.  Qen.  George  W.  Randolph, 
March  18,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Smith  (aa- 
signed  temporarily),  Novranber  17, 1863. 

James  A.  Seddon^  November  21, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  C.  Breckinridge,  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1865. 


OONGEESSES  OF  THE  CONFEDERATE  STATES. 
[Con^lad  from  oMoIa)  raoords.] 
PROVISIONAL  CONGRESS. 

First  seaaion. 

Assembled  at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  Febmary  4, 1881.  Adjourned  March  16, 1861, 
to  meet  second  Monday  in  May, 

iSteond  session  (called). 

Met  at  Montgomery,  Ala,,  April  29, 1861.   Adjourned  May  21, 1861. 

Third  session. 

Met  at  Richmond,  Va.,  Jnly  30, 1861.   Adjourned  August  81, 1861. 

Fourth  session  (called). 
Met  at  Richmond,  Va.,  September  8, 1861.  Adjourned  same  day. 

FHfth  session. 

Met  at  Richmond,  Va.,  November  18, 1861.   Adjourned  February  17, 1863. 

a  The  date  when  Watts  ceased  to  perform  dnty  as  Attorney-General  is  not 
definitely  fixed  by  the  records.  He  was  inaugurated  as  Governor  oC  AiA>in.Tqy 
December  2, 1868. 
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FIBST  CONOBBSS. 

First  session. 

Met  at  Bidunond,  Va.,  February  18,  1863.   Adjoonied  April  31. 1808. 

Second  session. 

Het  at  Bicbnumd,  Va.,  AagaA  18, 186S.  Adionmed  October  18, 1863. 

Third  WMion. 

Uet  at  Bidimond,  Va.,  January  13, 1868.  Adjourned  May  1, 1868. 

Fourth  session. 

Met  at  Bichmcmd,  Va.,  Deconber  7, 1868.  Adjourned  February  17, 1864. 

8BCK»n>  OONGBESB. 

First  session. 

Met  at  Richmond,  Va.,  May  3, 1864.   Adjonmed  Jane  14, 1864. 

Second  session. 

Met  at  Richmond,  Va.,  November  7,  1864.   Adjonmed  March  18, 1866. 


Members  of  the  Provisional  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  from  February  4, 

1861,  to  February  17, 186£. 


[Comjdled  tram  ofDclal  reoordB.] 


ALABAMA. 

Richard  W.  Walker. 
Robert  H.  Smith. 
Jabes  L.  M.  Cnrry. 
William  P.  Chilton, 
Stephen  F.Hale. 
Cofin  J.  McRae. 
John  Gill  Shorter. 
Thomas  Feam.  a 
David  P.  Lewis,  a 
Nicholas  Davis,  b 
H.C.  Jones,  b 
CocneUnB  Robinson,  e 

ARKANSAS. 

Robert  W.  Johnson,  d 
Albert  Bnat.d 
Ho^F.  Thania0(m.d 
W.W.Waarin8.d 
Angnstns  H.  Garland,  d 


FLORIDA. 

J.  Patton  Anderson,  e  - 
James  B.  Owens. 
Jackson  Morton./ 
Georm  T.Ward.  17 
John     Sfmderson.  h 

GEORGIA. 

Robert  Toombs. 
Howell  Cobb. 
Francis  3.  Bartow,  i 
Martin  J.  Crawford. 
Eagenins  A.  Nisbet. 
Benjamin  H.  Hill. 
Angnstns  B.  Wright. 
Thomas  R.  B.  Cobb. 
Ati^pistns  H.  Kenan. 
Alexander  H.  Stephens. 
Thomas  M.  FOTeman.^ 
Natlian  Bass,  ft 


a  Admitted  Febmary8,1861;  resigned 
April  29,  1861. 

b  Admitted  April  39, 1861. 

cAdmitted  November  80,  1861;  re- 
signed Jannarv  34,  1862. 

d  Admitted  May  18, 1861. 

eBesigned  May  3, 1861. 

/  A^tted  Febrnary  A,  1861. 

76  B  B— SERIES  IV,  VOL  m 


p  Admitted  May  3, 1861;  rerigned  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1862. 

h  Admitted  February  5,  1863. 

{Killed  at  Manassas,  Va.,  Jnly  31, 
1861. 

J  Admitted  Angnst  7, 1861. 
ft  Admitted  January  14, 186S. 
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KKHTUOKY. 

Thomas  B.  Honroe.  a 
Henry  C.  Burnett-  a 
Thomas  Johnson,  b 
John  J.  Thomas,  c 
Theodore  L.  Bnmett.  e 
Daniel  P.  VThite.d 
L.  H.  Ford,  e 
Qmrge  B.  Hodge./ 
JohnM.  Elliott.  0 
George  W.  Ewing.  h 

LOUISUHA. 

John  Perkins,  jr. 
Alexander  De  Cloaet. 
Duncan  F.  Kenner. 
Edward  Sparrow. 
Henry  Uarshall. 
Charles  M.  Ckmrad.  t 

MIS8IS8IFPI. 

Wiley  P.  Harris. 
Walker  Brooke. 
William  S.  Wilson,  j 
William  8.  Barry. 
James  T.  Harrison. 
Alexander  U.  Clayton,  k 
J.A.P.CampbeU. 
Jehu  A.  Orr.2 
Alezandcn-  B.  Bradford,  m 

HI880URL 

George  Q.  Vest,  n 
Caspar  W.  Bell,  n 
Aaron  H.  Gonrow.  n 
Thomas  A.  Harris,  o 
John  B.  Clark,  o 
Robert  L.  T.  Peyton,  p 


NORTH  CABOUNA. 

&eorge  Davis,  q 
W.  W.  Avery,  g 
W.N.  H.  SmiA.4 
Thomas  D.  McDowell,  r 

A.  W.  Venable.  q 
John  H,  Morehead.  q 

B.  C.  Pnrrear.ft 

A.  T.  Davidson,  g 
Bartonellae.  ■ 
Th(nna0Biifflii.i 

BOOTH  CABOLDTA. 

B.  Barnwell  Bhett.  sr. 
BobertW.  Bamwdl. 
Lawrence  U.  K^tt. 
James  Chesnnt,  jr. 
Christopher  G.  MemmingOT. 
W.  Porcher  Miles. 
Thomas  J.  Withers. 
William  W,  Boyce. 
James  L.  Orr.  u 


Robert  L.  Camthers.v 
Thomas  M.  Jones,  v 
J.  H.  Thomas.  V 
John  F.  Honse.  v 
John  D.  C.  Atkins.  t0 
David  M.  Cnrrin.x 
W.H.  DeWittflj 

TSZAA. 

John(Jre«gjj 
Thomas  N.  Waal.e 
William  B.  Ochiltree,  s 
John  H.  ReMian.  aa 
Williamson  S.  Oldham,  oa 
John  Hemphill, 
LotdsT.  W^aa.l 


aAdmitted  December  16, 1861. 
b  Admitted  December  18, 1861. 
cAdmitted  December  80, 1861. 
d  Admitted  January  S,  1868. 
e  Admitted  January  4. 1868. 
/Admitted  January  11, 1862. 
a  Admitted  January  15, 1663. 
AAdmitted  February  14, 1863. 
{Admitted  February  7, 186^ 
f  Resigned  April  29, 1861. 
k  Admitted  February  8, 1861 ;  resigned 
May  11,1861. 

2  Admitted  April  99, 1861. 
m  Admitted  December  6, 1861. 
n  Admitted  Deoonber  3, 1861. 


oAdmitted  December  6, 1801. 

jp  Admitted  January  23, 1863. 

oAdmitted  July  20, 1861. 

rAdmitted  July  22, 1861. 

•Admitted  July  28, 1861. 

f  Admitted  July  SS,  1861. 

tt  Admitted  Febnuu^  17, 1863. 

V  Admitted  August  13, 1861. 
w  Adnaitted  August  13, 1861. 

X  Admitted  August  16, 1861. 

^Admitted  Febmary  16, 1861. 

z  Admitted  Febmary  19, 1861. 
aa  Admitted  March  2, 1861. 
bb  Admitted  Uanih  2, 1861 ;  died  Jaib 
nary  4,1868. 
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vraoiNiA. 


John  W.  Brockenbroagh.a 
Waller  B.  Staples,  a 
Robert  H.  T.  Hunter,  b 
William  C.  BiTes.o 
James  A.  Seddon.  d 
William  B.  Preston,  d 
W.  H.  Macfarland.d 
Charles  W.  Biimell.d 


TiROiNiA — continued. 


Robert  Johnston,  d 
Robert  E.  Scott,  e 
Walter  Preston,  e 
Thomas  S.  Bocock./ 
James  M.  Mason,  g 
Roger  A.  Pryor.  g 
Alexander  R.  Boteler.  h 
John  Tyler.  < 

(OnurrlUe  K.Oary  wm  raoognlaed m  the del^ptto  from  Aiisooft  Territory, ft-om  Juomtj  IS,  1B82.) 


Senatort  of  the  F^rtt  Congrett  of  the  Confederate  States  from  Ffbruary  IS,  1863, 

to  February  17, 1864. 


[Compiled  fimn  offloUl  reoocds.] 

ALABAMA. 

MISSOURI. 

Clement  C.  Clay,  jr.* 
WOliam  L.  Yancey,  le 

xmjmm  If  wtwuBmiy  jr.  § 

John  B.  Clark. 
Robert  L.  If.  Peyton.» 
Waldo  P.  Johnson,  q 

ARKANSAS. 

NORTH  CAROUNA. 

Robert  W.  Johnson. 
Charles  B.  Ifitcbel. 

FLORIDA. 

George  Davis,  r 
William  T.  Dortch. 
Edwin  G.  Reade.8 

Angnstnfl  E.  Ifazwell. 
James  H.  Baker. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

QBOROU.. 

Benjamin  H.  Hill. 
John  W.  Lewis,  m 
Hersc^el  V.  Johnson,  n 

Robert  W.  Barnwell. 
James  L.  Orr. 

TKNNBHSBB. 

KENTUCKY. 

William  E.  Simms. 
Henry  G.  Burnett,  o 

Landon  C.  Harnes. 
Ghistavns  A.  Henry. 

TEXAS. 

LOUISIANA. 

Edward  Sparrow. 
Thomas  J.  Semmes.y 

WiHiamson  S.  Oldham. 
Lonis  T.  WigfalL 

TDUHNIA. 

HISSISBiPPI. 

Albert  O.  Brown. 
James  Phelan.j 

Robert  M.  T.  Hunter. 
William  B.  Preston,  t 
Allen  T.  Ca{)erton.  u 

a  Admitted  May  7, 1861. 

bAdmitted  May  10, 1801. 

cAdmitted  May  13, 1861. 

d  Admitted  Jnly  SO,  1861. 

eAdmitted  Jnly  23, 1861. 

/Admitted  Jnly  38, 1861. 

a  Admitted  Jnly  34, 1801. 

&  Admitted  November  87, 1661. 

{Admitted  Angnst  1, 1801 ;  died  Jan- 
nary  18, 1862. 

4'Admitted  Febmary  19, 1863. 

(Admitted  March  37, 1863;  died  July 
88,1868. 


I  Admitted  December  38,  1863. 

m  Admitted  April  7, 1863.  Aiq>otnted 
by  the  Governor. 

nAdmitted  January  19, 1868. 

oAdmitted  Febmary  26, 18^. 

jp  Died  December  10, 1803. 

oAdmitted  December  24,  1803.  Ap- 
pcnnted  by  the  Ctovemor. 

r  Resigned  January  23,  1864. 

«AdxDitted  Jannuy  ^,  1864.  Ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor. 

tDied  January  15, 1863. 

«  Admitted  January  26, 1868. 
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Members  of  the  Hwiae  of  Sevreaeniative*  of  the  First  Congress  of  the  Confederate 
SUitesfrom  February  18, 186t,  to  Fdmtari/ 17, 1864, 

{CmnpiM  tram  offlcUl  noorda.] 


AIiABAKA. 


E.  S.  Thargem. 
William  P.  Chilton. 
James  L.  Pogli- 
Jabes  L.  91.  Curry. 
John  P.  BallB. 
DaTid  Clf^tton. 
FranciB  S.  I^ron. 
TlKnnas  J.  Foster^a 
William  B.  Smith,  b 


ARKAMBA8. 


Felix  I.  Batson. 
Grandison  D.  Boyston. 
Angnstoa  H.  Qanand. 
Thomas  B.  Hanly. 


FLORIDA. 

James  B.  Dawkins.  c 
Robert  B.  Hilton. 
JohnM.  Martin.  (I 

OEORQIA. 

AngOBtns  H.  Kenan. 
Hines  Holt,  e 
Anj^tns  R.  Wright. 
Lncios  J.  Gartrell. 
William  W.  Clark. 
Robert  P.  Trippe. 
David  W.  Lewis. 
Hardy  Strv^land. 
Chutes  J.  Mnmierlyn./ 
Julian  Hartridge.flr 
F<nter  Ingnun.  A 

KENTUCKY. 

Willis  B.  Hachen. 
John  W.  Crockett. 
Henry  E.  Bead. 
Gtoorge  W.  Ewing. 
Horatio  W.  Brace. 
James  W.  Moore. 
Robert  J.  Breckinridge,  jr. 
John  M.  Elliott. 
Theodore  L.  Bnmett.  a 
James  3.  Ghrisman.  i 
ElyM.  Bmce.^ 
George  B.  Hooge.  k 


LOl'ISIAirA. 

Dnncan  F.  Kenner. 
Charles  J.  Villerd. 
John  Perkins,  jr. 
Charles  M.  Conrad. 
Henry  Marshall. 
Lnoins  J.  Dnpr^. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Ethelbert  Barksdale. 
John  J.  McRae. 
J.  W.  Clapp. 
Israel  Weiaii. 
Otho  B.  Singleton. 
Benben  Davis. 
Henry  0.  Chambers,  a 
William  D.  Holder.! 

MISSODRI. 

Caspar  W.  BeU. 
Oeorge  G.  Vest. 
Aaron  H.  Conrow. 
WiUiam  M.  Cooke. 
Thomas  W.  Freeman. 
Thomas  A.  Harris. 

NOKTH  CAROLINA. 

Robert  R.  Bridgera. 
Owen  R.  Kenan. 
Thomas  D.  McDowell. 
Thomas  S.  Ashe. 
J.  B.  McLean. 
WiUiam  Lander. 
Boigees  S.  Oaither. 
A.  T.  Davidson. 
W.N.  H.  Smith,  a 
Archibald  H.  Anringtim.m 

BOtrra  CAROLINA. 

William  W.  Boyce. 
William  Porcher  Miles. 
Milledge  L.  Bonham.  n 
John  McQaeen. 
James  Farrow. 
Lewis  M.  Ayer.o 
William  D.  Simiwon.jp 

TBNNBSBKK. 

David  M.  Cnrrin. 
Henry  S.  Foots. 
Thomas  Menees. 


aAdmitted  Febmu-y  19,  1862. 
bAdmitted  February  31, 1863. 
c  Resigned  December  8, 1863. 
dAd^tted  March  35, 1863. 
e  Resigned  previous  to  January  12, 
1864. 

/Admitted  February  32, 1863. 
oAdmitted  March  14, 1863. 
AAdmitted  January  13,  1864.  Suc- 
ceeded Hines  Holt. 


t  Admitted  March  8, 1863. 
*  Admitted  March  30, 1863. 
A;  Admitted  August  18, 1883. 
{Admitted   January  21,  1864. 
Reuben  Davis,  resigned, 
m  Admitted  February  SO.  186S. 
n  Resigaed  January  17, 1863. 
o  Admitted  March  6, 1863. 
p  Admitted  Febmary  6, 1868. 
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GJeorge  "W.  Jones. 
William  O.  Swan. 
William  H.  Tibbe. 
E.  L.  Gardenhlre. 
John  V.  Wrijfht. 
Joseph  B.  Heiskell. 
John  D.  C.  Atkins,  a 
Meredith  P.  Gentry.  & 

TEXAS. 

John  A.  Wilcox,  c 
Peter  W.  Gray. 
Caleb  G.  Herbert. 
William  B.  Wright. 
M.  D.  Graham. 
Franh  B.  Sexton. 

VIEGWIA. 

John  B.  CtuunbliBB. 
James  Lyons. 
Roger  A.  Pryor.d 
Thomas  S.  Bocock. 
John  Goode,  jr. 
Daniel  C.  De  Jamette. 
William  Smith,  e 
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Alexander  R.  Boteler. 
Waller  B.  Staples. 
Walter  Preston. 
Albert  G.  Jenkins./ 
Robert  Johnston. 
Charles  W.  Rnssell. 
James  P.  Holcombe.ff 
John  B.  Baldwin.  A 
Charles  F.Colllm-.i 
Samuel  A.  Wiaw.J 
DaTid  Fnnsten.fc 
Mujscoe  B.  H.  Gamett.Z 

TEBBITOBIES. 

ARIZONA. 

Harons  H.  Macwillie.  m 

CHOCTAW  NATION. 

Robert  M.  Jones,  n 

CHEROKEE  NATION. 

Elias  C.  Bondinot.  o 


Senatora  cf  the  Second  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  from  May  S,  1S64,  to 
March  IS,  1866 1  date  of  adjournment  of  the  second  session. 


[Comj^led  fhnn  oflolal  neoidi.] 


A|,A1|AM>. 

Bobert  Jemison,  jr. 
Richard  W.  Walker. 

ARKANSAS. 

Charles  B.  Mitchel.p 
Robert  W.  Johnson. 
AngnstoB  H.  Garland,  q 

FLORIDA. 

Angastas  E.  Maxwell. 
James  M.  Baker. 

OEORGIA. 

Benjamin  H.  Hill. 
Herschel  V.  Johnson,  r 


KENTUCKY. 


Hmry  C.  Bnmett. 
William  E.  Simms. 


LOUISIANA. 

Thomas  J.  Semmes. 
Edward  Sparrow. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Albert  G.  Brown. 
John  W.  C.  Watson. 

HISSOtTRI. 

Waldo  P.  Johnson. 
Gkwrge  G.  Vest,  s 


a  Admitted  March  8, 1863. 
b  Admitted  March  17, 1862. 
e  Died  February  7. 1864. 
d  Resigned  Apnl  5, 1862. 
e  Resigned  April  6, 1868. 
/Resigned  August  6, 1862. 

0  Admitted  February  20, 1862. 
A  Admitted  February  27, 1862. 

1  Admitted  August  18, 1862. 
y  Admitted  Febmur  24, 186S. 
ft  Admitted  December  7, 1868. 


I  Admitted  February  21, 1862. 
m  Admitted  March  11, 1862. 
n  Admitted  January  17, 186S. 

o  First  appears  on  roll  January  6 , 1864. 

p  Died  preTiouB  to  November  8, 1864. 

gAdmined  November  8, 1864.  Suc- 
ceeded Senator  Mitchel. 

r  Admitted  Hay  24, 1864. 

sAdmitted  January  12,  1865.  Ap- 
pointed by  the  Qoremor. 
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NOBTH  CABOUNA. 


William  T.  Dortch. 
William  A.  Qraham. 

SOUTH  CABOLINA. 

James  L.  Orr. 
Robert  W.  BarawelL 

TENNBSBRB. 

Landon  C.  Baynea. 
QufltavuB  A.  Henry. 


TEXAS. 

Williamaon  S.  Oldham, 
lioois  T.  WigjCbll. 

vntaiNiA. 

Robert  M.  T.  Hnnter. 
Allen  T.  Caperton. 


Members  of  the  House  of  It^presentativea  of  the  Second  Congrtu  of  the  Confeder- 
ate Staxea  from  May  g,  1S64,  to  March  IS,  1866,  date  of  adjownmioU  of  the 
eecond  session. 


[OoMpOMl  tnm  offloW  reoonU.] 


ALABAMA. 

M.  H.  Cmikshank. 
William  P.  Chilton^' 
David  Clopton.  — 
Jamra  L.  Pugh.  - 
James  S.  DickinBon. 
EVancis  3.  Lyon,  a  - 
Thomas  J.  Foster,  h  - 
William  B.  Smith,  e  - 

ABKAH8A8. 

Angostna  H.  Garland,  d . 
Thomas  B.  Hanly.  — 
Rufos  K.  Garland,  c 
Felix  I.  Batson.  e 
David  W.  CarroU./ 

FLORIDA. 

Robert  B,  Hilton. 

S.  St.  George  Rogers,  g 

QBOBOIA. 

Jalian  Hartridge.  — 
William  E.  Smith. 
Mark  H.  Blandford. 
ClifiFord  Anderson. 
John  T.  Shewmake. 
Joseph  H.  Echols. 
James  M.  Smith. 
George  N.  Leeto:. 
Hiram  P.  Bell. 
Warren  Akin. 


KENTUCKY. 


Willis  B.Machen.  . 
Henry  E.  Read.- 
James  S.  Chrisman.  ^ 
Theodore  L.  Bnmett ' 
Horatio  W.  Bruce.  ~ 
Humphrey 
Ely  M.Bruce.— 
JamM  W.  Hoore.-' 
Benjamin  F.  Bradley. 
G«orge  W.  Triplett. 
George  W.  Bwing.  h  ^ 
J(^M.  Elliott.  A  - 

LOUISIANA. 

Charles  J.  Villerfi.  ^ 
CSuurles  M.  Conrad. 
LnciuB  J.  Dnpr6. " 
John  Perkiiis^.  -— 
Benjamin  L.  Hodge,  i 
Dnncan  F.Eennw.i  — ' 
Henry  Qmy.J 

UlSSISBIPPI. 

Jehu  A.  Orr. 
Israel  Welsh.  - 
Henry  C.  Chambers. 
Ethelbert  Barksdale.~ 
John  T.  Lainkin. 
William  D.  Holdw.a 
Otho  B.  Singleton,  k  — 

MISSOURI. 

John  B.  Clark.  { 
Thomas  L.  Snead.  m 


aAdmitted  May  4, 1864. 

b  Admitted  May  6, 1864. 

c  Admitted  May  21, 1864. 

dElected  to  SenateNovemberS,  1864. 

eAdmitted  November  8,  1864. 

/Admitted  January  11, 1865. 

9  Admitted  May  8, 1864, 


AAdmitted  May  34, 1864. 
<  Admitted  May  SB.  1864. 
J  Admitted  December  38,  1864,  vice 
Hodge,  deceased. 

/c  Admitted  May  9, 1864. 
I  Admitted  June  10, 1864. 
m  Admitted  November  7, 1864. 
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Aaron  H.  Conrow.  a  — 
George  G.  Vest.  6 
Robert  A.  Hatcher,  a 
Peters.  Wilkes,  c 
N.L.  Norton,  d 


NOSTH  CABOUNA. 

W.  K,H.  Smith.— 
James  T.  Leach. 
Josiah  Tomer,  jr. 
John  A.  Gilmer. 
James  M.  Leach. 
Boxgess  S.  Gaither.— ' 
Qeoi^  W.Logan. 
James  G.  Bamsay. 
Thomas  0.  Fnller. 
Robert  B. Bridgsinue 

SOUTH  OABOUNA. 

William  Porcher  Uiles.-^ 
William  D.  Simpson.  — 
James  Farrow.  — - 
William  W.  Boyce.  — 
Lewis  M.  Aver. 
James  H.  Wltherspoon./ 

TEKNKS8EB. 

Joeeph  B.  Heiskell.^ 
WilBam  Q.  Swan.— 
Arthur  S.  Colyar. 
John  P,  Murray. 
Henry  S.  Foote. — ■ 
Edwin  A.  Keeble. 
Thomas  Menees. — 
John  D.  C.  Atkina.  — 
John  V.  Wright^ — 
James  McCallnm.  g 
Michael  W.  ClvdDey.  a 
David  H.CiuTin.A— ' 
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TEXAS. 


A.  M .  Branch. 
Frank  B.  Sexton.  — 
Simpson  H.  Morgan,  t 
John  B.  Baylor  .J 
Stephen  H.  Darden.  d 
Caleb  C.  Herbert,  d^- 


VIBQINIA. 

Robert  L.  Montague. 
Bobert  H.Whitfield. 
Thomas  S.  Gholson. 
Thomas  S.  Bocock.*^ 
John  Goode,  jr. 
Waiiam  C.Bives.fc 
Daniel  G.De  Jamette.*^ 
John  B.  Baldwin.  — 
Waller  B,  Staples.  — 
Fayette  McMnllen. 
Robert  Johnston. 
Charles  W.Russell.*" 
David  Funsten.g  -* 
Samuel  A.  Miller  ^ 
Frederick  W.  M.  Holliday.  i 
Williams  C.  Wickham.  a 


TEBBITOBIES. 


ARIZONA. 

Marcus  H.  MacwiUie. 

CHStOKKB  NATION. 

EUas  C.Boodinot. 

CHOCTAW  NATION. 

Bobert  M.  Jones. 


CBEEK  AND  SEHINOLB  NATIONS. 

S.B.  Callahan,  m 


a  Admitted  November  7, 1864.  h  Died  May  21, 1864. 
b  Admitted  November  7,  1864.    Ap-       i  Admitted  May  31,  1864.   Died  Jan- 

p(nnted  Senator  January  12, 1866.  uary  16, 1865. 

e  Admitted  November  8. 1864.  i  Admitted  May  35, 1864. 

d  Admitted  November  21, 1864.  A- Resigned  March  1, 1866. 

e  Admitted  May  24, 1664.  I  Adnutted  May  4, 1864. 

/  Admitted  May  5, 1864.  m  Admitted  May  80, 1864. 
g  Admitted  M^y  8, 1864. 
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Headquartebs  Jaokson  Hospital,  Febrmry  14^  1866. 
liieut.  Grcn.  R.  S.  Ewell: 

Dear  Sib:  For  my  own  gratification,  as  well  as  those  who  are  taking 
^%at  interest  in  the  important  question,  with  regard  to  the  using  of 
the  slaves  of  the  Confederacy  as  an  assisting  element  to  us  in  delud- 
ing our  homes,  firesides,  and  country  from  those  who  would  destroy 
us,  I  would  respectfully  say  that  this  morning  I  caused  the  hired  male 
slaves  at  this  hospital  to  be  convened,  and  after  asking  them  the  delib- 
erate question,  if  they  would  be  wUling  to  take  up  arms  to  protect 
their  masters'  families,  homes,  and  their  own  from  an  attacking  foe, 
sixty  out  of  seventy-two  responded  tiiey  would  volunteer  to  go  to  tiie 
trenches  and  fight  tiie  enemy  to  the  bitter  end. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  HANCOCK, 

Surgeon  in,  charge. 

Rkthhond,  Va.,  March  £8, 1866. 

Capt.  George  P.  Ring, 

Sieeth  Zotdsiana  Jiegiment^  Mordgomery^  Ala. : 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  authorized  to  raise  a  company  of  negro  troops 
in  the  State  of  Alabama,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  March  13,  1866,  as  promulgated  in  General  Orders,  No.  14, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Omoe,  current  series.  The  aatlior- 
itr^  will  expire  sixty  days  from  this  date,  if  the  company  be  not  raised 
within  that  tim6. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JOHN  W.  RIELY, 
Asaistcmt  Ac^vtaait-  General, 

BxoHMOND,  Va.,  JforcA  50, 1866. 

Capt.  Edward  Bostigk, 

Company  Ikjomty-amth  South  Ca/roUna  Volunteers: 
Sib:  You  are  hereby  authorized  to  raise  a  battalion  of  four  com- 
panies of  negro  troops  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  under  tiie 
provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  13, 1865,  aspromul- 
gated  in  General  Orders,  No.  14,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gfeneral's 
Ofiice,  current  series.  You  are  allowed  sixty  days  to  raise  the  bat- 
talion and  will  be  detached  from  your  command  for  tJiat  purpose  by 
your  commanding  general. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JOHN  W.  RIELY, 
AsaiatmU  Ad^tUant' General. 

Special  Orders,  \         Adjt.  and  Insp.  General's  Office, 

No.  78.        f  Richmond,  April  1, 1866, 

*  *  *  *  *  «  * 

XIV.  Col.  K.  Otey,  Eleventh  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  is 
assigned  to  duty  at  Lynchburg,  Va.,  with  authority  to  reranit,  muster, 
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and  oi^fanize  negro  troops  for  the  Army,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  March  13, 1865,  promulgated  in  General 
Orders,  No.  14,  current  series. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  • 

XXIX.  Lieut.  John  L.  Cowardin,  adjutant  Nineteenth  Battalion 
Yin^nia  Artillerv,  is  hereby  relieved  from  his  present  command  and 
will  proceed  wiuiout  delay  to  Halifax  County,  va.,  for  the  purpose 
of  recruiting  negro  troops  under  the  act  of  Goneress  approved  Sd&rch 
13, 1865,  and  General  Orders,  No.  14,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gren- 
erfu's  Office,  current  series. 

By  cominand  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JOHN  W.  RIELY, 


Richmond,  Va.,  AprUiS,  1866. 

Lieut.  S.  R.  Shinn: 

Deas  Shinn:  1  liave  delayed  writing  in  order  to  be  able  to  give  you 
some  definite  information  on  tlie  negro  question.  Hie  Secretary  of 
War  day  before-  yesterday  directed  that  the  authority  asked  for  be 

fiven  Colonel  Otey,  and  I  telegraphed  you  to  that  effect.  I  have  no 
oubt  the  orders  have  reached  lum  by  this  time.  Go  to  work  and 
work,  work,  work.  If  the  people  of  Vii^nia  only  knew  and  appreci- 
ated General  Lee's  solicitude  on  this  subject  they  would  not  longer  hold 
back  their  slaves.  Their  wives  and  daughters  and  the  negroes  are  the 
only  elements  left  us  to  recruit  from,  and  it  does  seem  that  our  people 
would  rather  send  the  former  even  to  face  death  and  danger  than  give 
up  the  latter. 

Major  Carrington  has  been  appointed  superintendent  for  the  State 
of  Virginia  and  a  ^ood  one  he  will  make.  I  shall  do  something  myself 
with  a  view  to  raising  a  command.  I  may  be  so  situated  as  to  need 
your  services  and  to  advance  your  interests.  If  so,  you  shflJl  hear 
from  me.* 

Let  me  hear  from  you  at  once. 
Tours,  truly, 

TH.  P.  TURNER. 


Headquabtbbs  MnjTABT  District  of  Florida, 

Tallahassee^  April  S8,  1865. 

Sir:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
you  are  authorized  to  proceed  at  once  to  raise  a  company  of  "  n^froes  " 
to  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  for  the  war, 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  and  Uie  orders  of  the  Government. 
The  appointment  of  tbe  field  officers  will  be  left  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  and  orders  of  the  Government. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JAMES  L.  FRASER, 

Aide-de-Oam^* 

(To  O.  a  Jones,  E.  H.  Bryan,  M.  Yong,  J.  J.  Jilks,  B.  F.  Davis, 
G.  W.  Kenedy,  W.  S.  Dupont,  S.  ParHiill,  J.  Linton,  and  H.  A. 
Ramsay,  through  Col.  P.  Turney,  Lake  City,  Fla.) 

'Some  stiictly  pereooal  matter  here  omitted. 
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Altanato  dMigMttm  in  Uidi-head  ^  Om  offleial  dtrigutim,  nbtnat,  or  State  to  viaA 


Baltimcn  LIgkt  Art.,  *d  Md.  StO^. 

BljtU'i  (O.L.)  Cmr.,  M  J«m{m^  PorttMn 

Bctoteui  Art.,  rityMo. 
BarrOHffkf' (W.H.)  Art.  SMiiMt^rl 
CatUe  Batt.,  Car.  See  OonvmiMary  -Batt. 
CbarokM  Le^oa,  Georgia  {8taU). 
CkeupMke  Art.,  itlt  Md.  Batty. 
Ck«w*i  (W.  S.)  Art.   See  Ok»»ap«alca  Srt. 
CeUb*!  Legloa*  Qaorgia. 
Cwnrianry  Batt.,  GaT.,-f1ort(la. 
DaaM'KW.J.)  Art.  Out  FmOimtmn  Art. 
IMmaut'i(H.O.)  Art.  BeaXdMottrtiirt. 
Dnwi7'i(J.'W.}Art.  See  SraflMcto  Art. 
Flojd  L«9ioa>  Qwrgia  tiSfetfs). 
FlaraaaaArt.,  riT^inia. 
ronUa  Batt,  laf.,  «A  BaU.  Oon/*dtraU  Iitf. 
Poiraat'a  (N.  B.)  Car.,  Sd  3Wn. 
Praaeli'i  (D.  A.)  Art.   S«e JKvOonm  Art. 
einriejr'i  (V.  J.  B.)  laf.   Baa  Atvwt*  ArwiMrf 
BoK. 

flMcUud  Art.,  Virginia. 

CltUbi'a  ( W.  H.)  Art.  See  SaWmcn  LfyU  Art. 

BelMHba  LefloB,  South  OanMna. 

HowaH*!  (T.B-.Jr.)  Inf.,  Omgia. 

Jaekaoa'B  (T.E.)  Art.,  VtryinUt. 

Jeff  Dttf  te  I«^oa,  Car.,  MittMppL 

LarPs  Art;.,  TtrgM*. 


Lewli'  (J.  W.)  Art.,  rityMa. 
XoeUart'i  (H.C.)  laf.,  Ato&oma. 
Lvre*!  (A. P.)  Car.,  4tk  AI^SatL 
hfW»  (Q.  T.)  Car.,  tstk  To. 
■oCoaaa  Art.*  TSryiRto- 
MflDMMM't  (O.)  Cav.  See  ArmCi  Om. 
XeDnlAU  < J.)  Car.,  M  JOm.  (Aot*). 
MaUett'i  (F.)  laf,,  Sara  OaroHna. 
Martla'i  (8.  T.)  Art.,  Tirgtaia. 
MUltary  Urtltat*  Oadeti,  Virginia. 
HlUea'a  (J.  U.)  Qit.,  f(Kh  ^  BaM. 
Newaev't  (J.  T.)  Car.,  ink  Ann. 
Korftlk  UgU  Art.  Blaea,  Thvifita. 
]f artk  Carallaa, Cttk  Be^.  8ee«k<toa. 
Psifeei'i  (W.  W.)  Art.,  T^vMo. 
Pnlek'e  (N.)  Art.   See  Zdtoft' Art. 
PUlllpi  Lefloa,  Qwrgia. 
Plekett'i  (B.  0.)  Car.,  10th  Ala. 
Powen'  (P.  P.)  Car.,  XouMom. 
Pewhataa  Art.,  Fi*7(n<a. 
Ekett  Art.,  TtnnntM. 
BlekMMd  Hewltsera,  Art.,  Virginia. 
Boekkridfe  Art.,  Virffimia. 
BandPa  (A.  A.)  Car.,  4th  Alu. 
Seetfi  (Q.  V.)  Car.,  »k  JTo.  Bafc 
SnthiHe  Art..  Ttfytete. 
Start'a  laf.,  Alabama. 
TaUer*!  (J.)  Art.   Bee  QottMand  Art. 
Tekia*a  (T.  F.>  Art.,  Tmnttat. 
WaihiwtMi  Ark,  XmiMmm. 
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BripdM^  IKTiaknu,  Ocnrps,  Annies,  and  improTued  organuatioiu  are  "MutioiMd"  nadir  name  of  «om- 
Buding  4^Boar;  State  and  othar  o^aiusUiinu  noder  their  offleial  dengnatim. 


1.  I.  Frj,  Teuel,  OM. 
i.  J.  Bird,  Sebooner.  1068. 
i.BlekHii,Brlg,10BT. 

DUpoflltloB,  BM. 
Una(81>Te),6n, 

IfcHBtMa. 

Bctarn  to  duty,  168,  IN,  489. 

Bolls  of,  moDthly,  SIS,  975, 678. 
lehOB,  Schooner,  loeT. 
AdftH  (Slav*),  m. 
U»a,  Ckarl«i  Pnaeli. 

Corrcflpoudenoe,  Stat«  Department,  IT.  S..  18S. 

ICMlliOMll,lSS. 

liaai,J«ka4|alM9. 

CmrrMpondeaee.  See  <8lata  Aqwrtaimt,  IT.  A. 
Mentioned,  188. 
k4ama,  8. 

Correepondenoe,  Ordnance  Dept.,  C.  S.  A.,  07S. 
AdMH,  Wirt,  046, 047,  649-691. 
At^ataat  ami  Inipector  fieKeral't  Dept.,  C.  8.  A. 
Approprlatfotu,  188, 480. 
BureKi  <rf  InspeottMi,  48^. 
Cooper,  8.,  AdJotutudlBBpeotorOeiierKl,  1188. 
KetUaateB  of  ^ipropriatlona,  771, 77S. 
Inspector*,  400-471. 
Or^nluUon,  et«. ,  16B-172, 043. 
A4Btut  »mi  iBipeetor  eeBtrel'i  OBce,  C.  8.  A. 
Correapondenoe : 

A  lahftma,  Oovemor  of,  754. 

Andrews,  O.,  821. 

Btfker,W.N.,S17. 

BiVlor,J.B.,lU8. 

Beaoregard.  O.  T.,  lOS.  400. 

BMtlok,E.,1198. 

K>BS.  B.,  370, 800, 804,  M8, 600.  ra,  732. 

Brandon,  W.  L.,  617. 710, 740, 1102. 

Bnrean  of  ConsorlpUon,  0. 8.  A„  445, 447,  S43. 

Chilton,  B.H.,  43. 

Cobb,  H.,  810, 844, 400. 401, 478, 476, 715,  MB. 
Congreu,  G.  8.,  425. 
Davidson,  J.  L.,  752. 

Davit,  Jeffersoo,  447, 477,  710,  888,  856,  85^  850, 

870,879,085,086,1181. 
D«netit,W.F.,647. 
Bliey,  A.,  200. 

Engineer  Department,  C.  8.  A.,  971. 

EweU,R.S.,747. 

Fonwt,  N.B.,1. 

Holmes,  T.H.,S5S. 

Hticer,D.B.,752. 

Kane,  G.P.,  887,510. 

K«npw,  J.  L.,  668, 864, 855, 807, 1168, 1178. 

Lee,  B.  B.,  201, 648, 7X0,  im. 


A^Jt.  sad  Inip.  OeB.'B  OBee,  C.  8.  A.— Cont'd. 
Correepondenoe: 
Uaarr,  D.  H.,  817, 1011. 
Kloholls,F.T.,28B,S7«. 
Fe|p»m,J'.W.,  1144. 

Polk.  L..  14, 06. 

Post-Offlce  Department,  C.  S.,  971. 

Q.  M.  General's  Office^  C.  8.  A.,  850^  1178. 

Riely,  J.  W.,  200, 888. 

Ring,  a.  P.,  1193. 

Boeser,  T.  L.,  1080, 1081, 

Smith.  B.E.,  020. 

SabaiBtenoa  DtpaibanA.  C.  8.  A.,  838. 
Taylor,  E..  828. 
Tomer,  T.  P.,  1144. 
Waltball,J.Ln758. 
Ward,  W.C.,  752. 

War  Department,  C.  S.,  62,  107.  2«0,  277.  278, 
817, 318, 323, 853,  387, 388, 3M,  430, 506, 510,  542, 
658, 650, 578,  026,  Ofti,  714, 781, 740, 747, 754, 830, 
838,  840,  882,  883,  986,  902,  908, 006,  1012, 1020, 
1080, 1001. 1081, 1100, 1174. 
Wltbera,  J.  H.,  617, 763, 817. 
Wrl|Ebt,H.J.,S87. 

Dntlee,eto.,oroffloera,10»-173,400-471,117^im. 

Enforcement  of  oonsoription  acts,  IITS,  1177. 

Officer  of  Conaoriptlou  aathoriied,  1178^  1177. 

Official  oorrespondenoe,  111,  1177. 

Orders,  Cironlars,  series  1884 :  Jane  4, 408;  Jalf 
1,623;  Dec.  18,  971. 

Orders,  Qeneral,  saries  1802:  Nos.  82, 113, 808. 

Orders,  Genenl,  series  1883:  iroB.S»28,S0,U, 

898. 

Ordm,€lena(al,  Mttoe  1804  >  >  1 )  H*.  fl,  8 ;  Ha. 
S,  11 1  Ha.  4,  U  t  Ha.  87  i  Ma.  7,40 ;  Na.  8,68{ 
Ho. •,64;  Ho.  10,04;  Ho.  11,06;  Ho.  18,74; 
Mo.  U,77;  Mo.  18,  88;  Mo.  17,  88;  Mo.  18, 
»4;  Ho.  19,  104;  Ho.  30,  IIS;  Ko.  81,  158; 
No.  38,1831  No. 35, 174;  Mo. 38, 178;  Mo.37, 
183;  No. 38,  186;  Mo.  39,  189;  Mo.  SO,  198, 
1068;  Ho.  SI,  203;  Mo.  88,  207;  Me.  U, 
212;  Ma.  S4,  314;  Mo.  8S,  229|  No.  S8, 2B8| 
Ke.  S3,  S«8|  Ma.  88, 348i  Ho.  St,«0|  Mo. 40, 
356)  Ho.  41,  371;  Mo.  48,  807;  H*.  4S,S0B,- 
Ho.  44,862;  Ho.  44,300;  Mo.  47,889;  No. 48, 
440;  Mo.  48,481;  Mo.  68,  401;  No.  64,  601; 
Mo.66,508;  Mo. 47,617;  Mo. 49,584)  Mo.M, 
648;  No.  48,671;  Hos.  46,64,  601;  Mo.  47, 
692;  No.  6S,  006,  No.  69,  600;  N«.  70,  808; 
Mo.7l,e23;  Mo.  78,842;  Ho.7S,«T5i  He.  76, 
686;  Ho.  74,713;  Mo.  73,715;  Mo.  78,  720; 
Me.81,784, Mo. 8«,741|No. 88,749;  Me. 84, 
8B4|  Ma.  86, 887. 
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A4Jt.  aai  luy.  (Ira.'a         C.  B.  A.-Oont'd. 
Oidm,OaDml,  miIm  18tt:  N*.  l,m(  K*.  I, 

IWBt  V*.  4,  MM;  V*.  «,  IM;  V*.  7, 1088; 

M*. UU;  IT*.  10* IIU:  K*.  11, 1U7|  V*. It, 

UaO;  ir*.14,ll«liN«.U,110B(ir*.M,U«; 

H*.  13.117Si  5*.  18,1177. 
OrderK,8pMUl,HriM  1S84:  N*.  fi,7;  No.»,U; 

Ho.  i«,06)  No.  4«i,l«;  ir«.»4,  IM;  Il».57, 

aos;  vt.  60,  am;  ir*.  7»,  m-,  Ko.  si,  m; 

lf*.8S,381;K*.8f,S86iNo.S7,2»i  Ho.Sl, 
«Mt  IT*.  I«tt  S7«i  K*.  ISI.  478;  V*.  »», 
016;  H*.  &Mi  Ma.  IM,  617)  IT*.  IM, 
Btt)  M*.  181,  6l»i  H*.  18i,  STSi  M*.  Mt, 
6081  K«.  tM,  618;  X*.  Slf,  6n:  IT*.  Sit, 
6I6|  Ko.  ttl,  651[  Ho.  tt4,  672;  Ho.  St6, 
«7<i  Hot.  t«6,  nSf  «T7i  Ho.  ttt,  aH;  Ho. 
187,  TlSt  Ho.  til,  7«t)  Ho.  U4,  74«;  Ho. 
871,  828;  Ho.  t7t,  838;  Ho.  837,  8W|  Ho. 
886,  8M:  Ro.  tt7,  M8|  Ho.  806,  MS;  Ho. 
ttt,  988. 

(Men,  Speelol,oeflea  18661  Ho.7t,U«6|  Ho.7t, 
1176t  Ho.  78,  lltt. 

OrgOBlutiM,  eto.,  lt»47^  MIL 

RoGraltmont  of  colored  tnopo,  116L 
Atrlatio,  SUp,  166T.  / 
Atraaeo,  StMmer. 

IConUoMd,  10^  36,  Ui,m6,9T0, 1066, 1066, 1076, 1117. 

Tonoe-UaUor7  oomvondonoo.  1666-106B,  1076, 
1077. 
AUoo^o-Cai^ 

Book.  1189,1186,1178. 
Alkoo,  Ho«kK.,lt6. 
Alkw,W.K.,414. 
AUn,  Woma,  It66k 
AUbuu. 

AgrlcDltonddotalls,  llOt. 

Army  noordjt,  280, 800. 

Oonip  fii«nU,oto.,lii  ooRHorlpt  oorrtoo  Sopkt, 

1864, 68i. 
Coamo  otaUotleo,  106. 

OooAmioe  at  improHiiioiifc  ooounlulmien  M 

lCoiit|gaiMC7, 0D8. 
Conoorlptkm  snpportlDf  foroe,  2M,  tSS,  S6I-S9S. 
ConooUdotlon  of  orf>nIutlons,  586,  MS,  631, 676. 
X>eiarton  rotanel  to  Aimj,  362, 1100. 
Baforoement  of  orauoriptlon  roU,  375, 376, 806, 

816,817,  822, 833, 468, 464. 466, 678, 817-881, 818, 

640, 860-888, 106».1D86. 
Batabllohm«ntof  militaryoolioolotKobllooag- 

Beoted,817. 

SMIaated  poreaatefo  of  white  population  fef 
Blabed,  lot. 

BstliiMte  of  mfltUrr  nooaroeo,  101,  IDS,  686. 
XxhlblU  of  ooiucrlpM  enrolled,  Axampted,  de- 

tallod.  MBlgned,  oto..  106, 863, 1101-1108. 1 166, 

1100. 

Jnnior  Booerrei,  822, 833, 472. 
Lf  ability  of  oxompted  men  to  miUtl»daty,6T4. 
ICcgabWB  of  C  a  CongroM,  1185, 1187-llM. 
Hn  ftaiaiiAed.  101, 108, 861,  lUL 
lUlitU,601,74T. 
Qnote  iBpnMod  olaTOo,  688. 
Beomltliig  owTleo.  lOU-UM. 
Bcoem*.  468, 464, 617,588: 
BeoUtoDoe  to  oouooriptton,  ootuol  and  oattoi- 
prted.  1048-1044. 


imwil  OonUiiMd. 
Bebodnln  of  pciooo  fiir  prarialaao,  Ola.,  tat. 
Soont  MNdattOB.  806-886. 

Stale  ottoon  ozomptod  fhMi  ooBootlptlaB  oa  oavL 

tifleote  of  GoTcrnor,  66L 
State  troopo,  11, 822, 841. 
SoppUea  for  Ann;  of  TonaaaMO,  812. 
Trouofor  of  Ut  Iteoorroo  to  Pnrlo- 

toul  Army,  7S8-79L 
llofcom,  fioTwaor  of. 
Coaftnaoa  vt  Ooramon  at  Aagaota,  Ga.,716^ 

786. 

ComopODdonoe: 
AdJt  aad  Inap.  Q«a.'a  Oftoo,  C.  8.  A^,  754. 
Darls,  JtOmoa,  261.375,  SBt,  Sl^  321  671. 
Utary,  D.  H.,601,64L 
North  Cartdlaa,  Ooreraor  0C68S. 
Polk,L.,  11, 182. 
Taylor,  K.,  094. 

War  Departmont,  a  8.,  >,  84,  87.  468,  488,  478, 

476, 477. 574, 018.830,821. 
^nthan,J.]C..817. 
ImpraHOMato  private  pfoperty,  87. 
Iron  fi»  ropalr  of  agiioaltund  ImplaoMate,  S, 
4,84. 

Alahaau,  Mlaftart^,aBdMaatLo«lalaaa,»opt.^ 

KoforoemoDt  of  ooiiMilpttMi  aeta,SS6^aM,  386^ 
445.446. 

OrsaolBatlon,  Ktnoffth.  ataq  of  teo<vo : 
Jano80,1864.9ao. 
Dao.l.I864,8l8L 
liar.  10, 1806.  lUL 
Alabawa,  QnartorBaateimoaoral  of. 

Oon«apoiidanoe,Q.  It.  Oen.'a  Olloa,O.8.A...I077. 
ilabawa  aad  Toumooo  Slvora  Hallriai, 
Ooaotmctiou  farmlUtaiypnrpooeo,  oto..  742, 748. 
(}oTenBeiitlooaforooBatniotiaoparpaaeo,T48. 
ilabaaia  Troopi  (C). 
CoTalry— AMteiioNf:  4th,  6861  14th  Parttwa 

Baafort,  Oil;  Itth,*  681. 
Crnnlxj—RagtmmiUt  4tt  <JhuMO),  648;  Mh, 

68lt  ltlhi,ffl6> 
Inflwfery— AritoKMUf  liMkhaiVa,  768, 7U. 
Infiutry-a>mpm<M.-  WaiVi  (ifUMc),  gl6. 
InfiuW— Kq^nMNto;  lat  Baaarraa,  78^  T58| 
Sd  leBorrea,  880. 
Albloa  Uaeola,  Bark,  1068. 
AUrieh,  A.  P.,  161,406. 
Aleuador,  JaaieB  H. 

ComapoadoDoe.  800  Joromy  F.  efiimur. 
Afoxaador,  9.  C.,  Bark.  UB7. 
Alexaador.mulaBr. 
•CofreapondOBoa.   Soa  OMBrtanwaatar-Ooaonara 
OJkt.  0. 8.  A. 
AUeo,  Staamor,  114, 161. 8&L 
AlloB  EaoaUoi. 
Cttiaona  i  *  ICaryland,  812. 

See  aloo  Jtorafpaafv. 
AUeaa.  See  Fvnt^fnmn. 
Anaa,  Tkoapaoa. 
OoR«opondoooo,Troaanzy  Dapt.,CL8.,  841. 
V«ntionad,1086. 

^ewa  oa  aaUoet  of  taxaOoBi,  841-M8. 
Alloa,  A.  H. 
Comopondeooo,  8.  B.  Fimeh,  80. 
Uontioned,  80,80,780. 
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A11«»,Hmut  V. 

CoRMpondaiiM.  Bm  XoyfriwM,  0MMrnor  q^. 

Ifenliomd,  US,  UT,  400, 4U. 
AUm,  WlUln,  1». 

iMbler,  iohi,  725. 
Ammi,  Ur.,  810. 
iMdenoif  Able  J,  682. 
Aadcrm,  Ire  her. 

ComapmdMioe.  fi.  Bragg,  S6S,  400,  MM,  689. 

ltoittoiwd,HX. 

OormpondenMiJafftanm  DsTia,A77. 

UMitioiwa,  IIM. 
laimoi,  George  T. 

Cam>iKnid«Doe,  Govarnor  of  GMigU,  S72. 
Aaderwm,  Jotepk  B. 

Ooirespoiideiioe,  Jeffenon  DatI*,  661. 
Aadenoi,  Pattoi. 

Cotn^ndenoe : 
Bngs,B.,617. 
IHvia,  JeSteaon,  46i. 

Uaiitloiied,118&. 
Aadanoi,  Blehart  H. 

Correopoiidflnm  s 
HiU,  A.P.,22. 
Pen?,  E.  A.,  22. 

UeDtloned,  31. 
AvdenoBTllle,  fia. 

Prisoners  captured  soatb  of  Riohmond,  Ta.,  808. 
Asdna,  Theodore,  28. 
AB«t«w%  B««JaMla  A.»  1006. 
Aaiftwa,  eanMtt. 

CnrNpondeooe.  A4intant  and  bt^eottNT  6«i- 
•ral'B  Office,  (X  B.  A.,  821. 
Aadrewi,  B.  SaoirfM,  14. 
Abm%  Mr.,  444. 
Aule,  Steamer,  SSI. 
AatoalcSf  Steamer,  851. 

A4Jt.  and  Inap.  Ctat.'8  Dqit.,  0.  &  A..  138, 480. 

BnrMUi  of  ConaoripUon,  O.  a  A.,  188. 

Bnnan  of  TadUa  AtBdrs,  a  8.,  188,  480l 

Cherokee  Natkm,  8*,  40. 

Xngfneer  Department,  0. 8.  A.,  188, 480, 0S8. 

XatlmatBS,  771-77B,  1111. 

Tmpreaaed  slaves,  deoeaeed,  189. 

LeglaUtlTe,  exoimtiTe,  and  Judicial  expenses, 

187-180, 478,480, 486. 
Medical  Departinent,  C.  S.  A.,  189, 480,  t». 
Munitions  of  war.  188,  ISO,  480. 
Hltar  and  Klnfng  Bnrean,  0. 8.  A.,  480, 016. 
Oidnnwe  Department.  C.  S.  A.,  180, 480, 626. 
Pmy  of  the  Arm  j,  138, 480,  ^ 
Pro  rata  dlstrlbation  to  War  Department 

boreaoa,  627, 028. 
Qiuurtormaster'B  Dept.,  C.  S.  A..  188, 480,  VM. 
Sabulstenoe  Department,  G.S.  A.,  188^480. 828. 
Support  of  the  Army.  188, 480, 688. 
Anlte,  Vessel,  851. 
Ankar,  Higih. 
Oorzaapondeaoe.  Seo  JVMrMa,  A^dutamt  ami 
Intpttlor  Bwiurali^. 
Areh«r,  John  If. 
OorrespondeDce : 
CUltrai,C.N.,661. 
Hnrris,S.B.,«60,06L 
Upta,J.D.,668. 


AidMr,  B.  P.,  786. 
An»le,  8htp,10B8. 
ArtMM  Tenitorr. 

Delegstoa  to  0.  &  Congress,  1187, 1189, 1101. 

Measnies  to  retake,  78, 06O-002, 1035, 1086. 

Kecmlting  serrioe,  76, 000-862, 108S,  1086. 
Artansaa. 

Members  of  C.  a  Congress,  1186, 1U7-11S0. 
Amos,  IT.  B.  B.,  888. 
Aimorles,  G,  8. 

Transportation  of  proTlalona,  17B. 
Arms,  AwaultiM,  eta.  See  MmtUlatu  ^  Wmr. 
Anutmg,  StsMner,  SH,  9BT. 
AnastvMc,  H«u]r  V.,  SflT. 
Armr  Intolllganee  Oflee,  C.  8.  A. 

Bstablishmeat,  orguiiKstlon,  etc,  045, 
Armjr  ofthe  CoafMerato  States. 

Address  of  Jefhtson  Davis,  104, 106. 

App<dBtment  B.  B.  Lee  as  aeneral-ia-CUef;i008. 

Appropriations  for  support,  187-188, 480, 686. 

Coadltion,  needs,  etc.,  58.  M.  970, 986, 986. 

Oongmneioaal  call  Cor  number  of  men  and  casu- 
alties, 426. 

GourU-m&rtlal.  182, 108, 888. 

DnmkennesB,  18S. 

Estimated  peroentage  of  vhite  population  Itar- 
nisbed  by  Alabama,  Georgia,  North  Caro- 
lina, Sonth  Carolina,  Mississippi,  snd  Vir- 
ginia, 108. 

Oeneral  and  lleatenaat-genenU,  IH. 

Men  fhmlahed  by  reapaettvo  States  to  Jannaiy 
1864,08-108. 

MOItM?  ooorta,  TO,  198, 108. 

MIUtHy  rawmroes,  86J08, 842, 684.888,1124. 

MortaUty,684, 685. 

Operationa,  1864, 824-827, 766-758, 7W-79S. 

Organiaatlon,  streogth,eto.i 
Jnne  80, 1864,  VHi. 
Deo.  81, 1864,909. 
1865, 1182. 

Pay,  eto.,  77^776. 

PCRBanenOy  dlaabM.  885. 

Begoladons.  See  SsgtitatUna,  0.  a.  Arny. 
See  also  Orgn.,  S^vip.,  4te.,  Am^. 
Army  Begalatloas.  See  liegvliMon$,  0. 8.  Army. 
ArrlngtoB,  Archibald  H.,  137, 11S8. 
ArrlagtOR,  Jamei  K. 

Correspondence,  J.  M.  "Withers,  1042. 

Mentioned,  1044. 
Arsenals,  C.  S. 

Designation,  298, 800. 

Transportation  of  piovlalons,  17B. 
Araar,B.F. 

Correspondenee.  See  SovA  OmKiia,  ffw.  </. 
Artlelea  of  War. 

Coorts-martial,  10^  288. 

Desertion,  866. 

B&Uatment  of  desertera,  1118. 

Ifontbly  returns,  460. 
AOaraftiThMuiC. 

Authority  to  t«Im  ICbdasIp]^  Stata  tKM^a^ 
807,808. 

]Ienttoaed,S07,80B. 
AAe,  Thomas  B.,  187,1188. 
AtUns,  iohn  D.  C. ,  187, 1188, 1180,  UOl. 
Atlanta,  Steamer,  900. 
Atlanta  (fia.)  Campaign. 

lUg  l-Sspt.  8, 1864, 757, 768, 791. 
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itluU  (flft.)  Ut«lllgnMr,  M8. 
AUmUc,  Soboosw,  im. 

Opinlrai: 

Appointment,  mnoval,  etc.,  of  offlcen,  056. 
AppolBbnent  of  A.  B.  LawtoD  m  Qturtor- 

lUMtHwGeBml,  a  &  A.,  su-sia. 
Logkl  ■tatoi  «f  gmanl  ofiom,  UB-B16. 
ICunikctwe  of  lirfiitaou  Uqoon  b;  O.  B. 
GoTflnRnent,  87IM80. 
AttomT-OoBenTi  Oflee,  C.  8. 
BoiOamIn,  J.  P.,  Attornor-Oenerol,  11S4. 
Bngs,  T.,  AUorney-Ganonl,  IIU. 
Oomapondcmoe : 
Dftiis,  JcOBnoD,  Sll. 
Hnr  D^Mrtmaot,  a  8.,  87*. 
Vwth  Gwoltaw,  Oownor  of.  SIS,  flSft. 
Ww  D^utnant,  0. 8q  ns,  816, 878. 
HairU,  Q»  AMaravf-OmMtl,  IIM. 
KeyM,  v.,  Attorae;-6«naral,  llSi. 
PrinotpftI  ofBoUU,  1M1~186S,  llU. 
WatU,  T.  H.,  Attorner  Ofiiienl.  118«. 
Aigait,  TkoHU  P. 
Acting  Snpt.  of  ConMilptlon,C.8.  A.,1US. 
Oorretpondonoa.  8m  Ammt  9f  OoMtriptton. 

0.8.  A. 
Modloal  oortUtoattk  681, 

Ibottoned,  6S4,  SOB,  600;  878, 81^  811, 880, 681,  «n, 
160,1188. 
Aif^ito,  Aft. 

Conference  of  OoTunon,  «U,  68fi,  602, 083,  708, 
707, 721, 722, 786, 786, 820. 

ReaolntioMoonferenoeof  OoT«niora,7S5,788tBSO. 
Aisntta  (Gft.)  ConrtitvUoulM,  840. 
Aaitla,  Sunel,  078, 874. 

AmtU,  ViniHi  w.,  «>r. 
Arar,  WUllaM  1186. 
AjW,  Xmrii  I.,  1188,  UOL 
ijlM,  PaMek  H.,  658,860. 
BOlHHmHMrr  A.,U. 
Bdl^.WUUftH. 

OoTTWpondonoe,  Goranor  of  nMlda,S00. 

Uentioned,  m. 
Ba«r,  If  r.,  444. 
Bftkw,  Jftms      U7, 1187, 1188. 
Biker,  LftwiMM  8. 

CtmipowleDoe,  Got.  of  ITorth  CuoUnft,  8U5. 

Cwroaposdeiioe : 
HuiiOiJ.  T.,  846. 

War  Department,  C.  S.,  647,  &0S,  846. 
Wutnuuin,  W.  UoK.,  846. 
Mentioned,  187, 647, 548, 848, 1189,  U»l. 
Baldwin,  Jokn  P.,  18.10. 
Baldwin,  B.  A. 
Corroopoiidonoe: 
Wtthora,  J.  If.,  1018. 
T«lT«rbni,G.T.,  lOM. 
BnD,  Qnllter  A  Co.,  166,708. 
Bnaeroft,  Clooifo,  188. 
Buaoo,  StMinor,  881,068. 
BiiAou,  P.  P. 
Gmnpenaation  for  irapreoMd  iUtm,  863. 
lfentl«ied,862. 
■■rtw,  WllUnH  N. 
OwnopondeBoe,  Adjatwt  and  Inapoctor  G«n- 
•nd'a  OOoo,  a  8.  A^677. 


Barlier,  VUliaa  H.-GonUmied. 

Mentioned,  678. 
Barkadale,  BtlMlbart,  187, 1188. 1190. 
Barfcadftle,  fioorvo  A.,  726, 727. 
Bwnett,  V.  C,  8M. 
BaraewaU,  WIIUaM,  Jr.,  861. 
BnnV,C.  R.,  808,708. 
Bamwoll,  Bekort  W.,  187, 1186, 1187. 1186: 
ButmI,  fl»5. 080. 
Barrr,  VIUIaM  B.,  1188. 
Barton,  VilUaa  8.,  83, 171. 
Bartow,  Fraatdt  8.,  1188. 
Baaa,  Hatkan,  1186. 
Bat,Steatner,526,686. 
Batsa,  Joaaph,  690. 
Bataoa,  Felix  I.,  1188,1190. 
Battle,  WilUaai  H.,  218. 
Baxtw,  8jdMr  8. 

Correopondeaoe,  War  DepHtnwnt.  C  8^  870^  S7B. 

Uentloned,  B77. 
Bayard,  Jaaei  A.,  6, 6. 
Bafoe,  8arak  A.,  SobOMMr,  1007. 
Baylor,  C.  6.,  687. 
Bajlor,  John  B. 

Antbori^  to  reomit  regiment  in  Texaa,  1188. 

Oorreaptnidenoe: 
AdJt.  and  Inap.  GeB.'a  Ofltoe,  a  &  A.,  1188. 
War  Deputuat.  a  8.,  860, 1085. 

Mentioned,  081, 1191. 

PropoelUon  to  retake  Arlaona  and  racntt  far 
C.  8.  Army,  98(M»8,  lOIS,  1068. 
Bajae,  Thonua  L. 

Correapondenoo : 
HoK^  J.B.,  106. 

Sabaiatsuoe  Department,  C  S.  A.,  783. 
Treaaory  Department,  C.  &,  370, 580. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,l&6,  187,240,  801,  886, 
870^  417,  OB,  586, 674, 778, 1871 . 
Uflntkmed,  187,886,860,595,886,588,687,888,600^ 
782-786,900,929,806. 
Bay  SUte,  Bark,  1057. 
Beale,  Tkomai  P, 
Aathorlty  to  enliat  oonpu j  flnr  aaorat  aarrlee^ 
172. 

Mentioned,  178. 
BaallfJokB  T. 
Anthori^  to  deotxo7«nan7'a  pn9ertjy,444,44S. 
Oorteapondonoe,  F.  W.  U.  HolUdaj.  444. 
M«ntlo9ed,444,446. 
Befttrlee,  Steamer,  950,968. 
Beaaregard,  Bteamer,  861. 
Beaaregard,  6.  T. 
Oorreepondenoe : 
Adjt.aiid  Insp.Oen.'sOaee,C.S.A.,  10,480. 
DftTla,  Jefferaon,  715. 
Georgia,  Qorenor  of,  1868. 
Gilmer,  J.  F.,  460. 
Bobertaon,  J.W.,  460. 
Sooth  Carolina,  A^Jt.  and  IjUp.  0«n.  i<  Sa 
Soatb  Carolina,  OoTcanor  U,  IOCS. 
Sparrow,  E.,  168. 
Taylor.  R.,  717. 

War  Department,  C.  S.,  240, 663. 
Mentioned,  16,  38,  88,  89,  61,  83,100,410,458,481, 
511, 530, 681, 804, 748, 745,  T48, 751. 088,880^1010. 
Organisation  of  tbe  Army,  168, 18Bi 
Boo,  Haidltoa  P.,  508, 671,878. 
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BcI^Um  Ccftnla.  8m  OonmU. 

B«U,  CmKtv  W.,  IJM,  1U8L 

B«ll,  Utnm  P.,  1190. 

Bell,  i.  ]i.,50e. 

B«ll,  Wllllui,  Pilot-boat,  1007. 

Balluir,  J.  Cm  sot. 

B«lfailiooT«r,  l)ul*l,317. 

B«Bdlgo,  StewMT,  86L 

AttMMT'QMMnl.  0.  &.  IISL 

CorrMpondeiwe.  Sm  Aat«i>qNM'fi)Mfil;a& 

MaDtiinMd,«,MS,HS,S7l,  B74.  «OB.aOB,  no,  lOlt, 
1037, 1126, 1184. 

Seoretar;  of  State,  C.  S.,  IIM. 

SeoreUr;  of  War,  C.  S.,  1184. 
B«Bnett,  J.  M. 

CorrMpoodoDoe,  Wkr  Department,  C.  6.,  S81, 5^. 
BmataB,  Hmr  h. 

Ccnreqmidenoe,  J.Loiigitreet,IO06. 
Bnttsr,  wraiaa  7M. 

Correspondence,  J.  H.  MlUer,  MS, 
BetiMB,  Theo.,  822. 
Bibb,  T.  P.  A.,  972. 
BlUow,  Brig,  1067. 
Bird,  A.  J.,  Schooner,  1068. 
Black,  JeninUk  8.,  68^888. 
BUckkMra,  Jaaepk  G.  8. 

AnthOTftj  to  eabat  oonpany  finaaonl  wrrloa, 
«2. 

Correapondflnoa,  Wta  Dvpntnunt,  0.  S.,  2U. 
Blaekna,  Homt. 

Con-Mpondenoe : 
If  oppers,  J.  D.,  S77. 
War  Department,  C.  8^,678. 

Mentioned.  S7S. 
BteekrtMk,  Bo.  T. 

CiRMpondetice,  Q.  U.  0«ii.'iOIBea,C.  8.  A.,  748. 
BiMlwtOH,  WUUaa,  1078. 
BUr,W.B.,974,978. 

Correapondenoe,    BoiWHi    of  ConBoription, 
C.&  A.,06. 

Batlmato  of  military  reaonraoa  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  96-108. 
Mentioned,  W,  866. 788, 788. 
Keport  on  special  refistration,  06- 108. 
naaMHt  Muk  H.,  1100. 

MnbtlM,  StMBMT.SOC. 

BUM,  iraiim  W.  8.,  m. 

Xvaslta  thzongh  H«dan  porta,  686^  608,  808, 
672,678. 
BtoadgMd,  a.  HlUretfe. 

Gorreapwdonoe : 
Base,  C.  167. 

"War  Departaiieiit,C.  S.,  70S. 

MeotloDed,  100,  S38, 704. 
Bwrtof  iMMvlMHurt. 

^preasad  slsTaa,  8B0l 
Boarda  of  IsudMtloa. 

Onaoripta,  60, 1S2, 188, 1178, 1177. 

A»pltiJa,721. 

Inralid  Corpa,  814417, 242, 248, 808, 824, 1088,1084. 
76  B  B— SBBIB8  IT,  VOL  m 


Bawda  OBoen. 

Apptalaemont,  988. 

Xnmln^ioii,  88^  182,  ISB,  S14.«I7,  242, 948,  288^ 
024, 721, 108S,  1884,  U78, 1177. 

Survey,  27, 448. 
Boards  of  Sarrej. 

Lost  or  damaged  ordnauoa  atorea,  ST,  449. 
Boeook,  Nlekolas  F. 

Correspondence,  War  Dapaataent,  C.  8.,  81^ 

Mentioned,  804, 812. 
BoaoA,  noHU  8. 

Oorreopondenoe,  War  D^artment,  C.  8.,  888. 

Mentioned.  13T,  208, 478, 478, 1118, 1187, 1180, 1101. 
Bonrs,  WIlUaB  B. 

GorrMpondenoe.  S«a  S.  KMg  AnfO. 
BoUiffbroke.  Henry  St.  Joka,  886. 
Boltoa,  Jaaea,  OSS. 

Bonaparte,  Ckarlei  L.  N.  See  NapoUon  III. 
Bonaparte,  Napoleon.   See  JTt^oUon  I. 
Honda.  See  ^noiiM. 
BoiduuB,  MUledte  L. 

CorreapmdcDOe.  Baa  BemA  OarMaa,  €«f.  qf. 

UentloiMd,  88, 88, 8^  114, 40ft^  «IT,«»-U8, 482, 
780,880,870,004,1188. 
Boone,  B.  L.,  940. 
BoiUek,  Idward. 

Anthority  to  reornlt  C.  S.  colored  troops,  1108. 

CorrespondenoB,  A4Jntaat  and  Imapeotor  Q«d- 
eral'H  OUioe,  C.  S.  A.,  UOB. 
Boteler,  Alexander  B. 

CorreipondeiMa,  War  Dapftrtmant,  0. 8.,  267. 

Menttottad,  187, 1187, 1188. 
BotU,  Jokn  M.,  808, 
Bondinot,  Hlu      1180,  lUL 
Bouty. 

Act  of  0.  S.  Congivas,  Feb.  17, 1004, 178, 184. 
Bnlisted  men  in  service  alx  Dumtha  from  Apr. 

1, 1804,178,184. 
Payable  only  to  non-oonaorlpto,  1000. 
Boatelle,  Ckarlea  0.,  064. 
BowMaa,  Harrlaon,  818. 
fioraaa,  Tattler  *  Co.,  187. 
Bivee,  WUllaa  W.,  187. 1186, 1188,  U81. 
Boydea,  Tk.,  268. 
Boyle,  CanMllaa. 
Coirespondence : 
Lee,  B.  £.,600,612. 
Holand,  B.P..  000. 
War  Department,  C  8.,  004, 006, 824. 
MeoUoned,  ni-OlZ,  618. 
BrMuM,J.  J.,408. 
Bndftod,  AlexMier  B.,  1U6. 
Bradley,  Be^Jaala  r.,  1100. 

Bradshaw,  ,  417. 

Bran,  Braxton. 
Correopondenoe: 
Ailjntant  and  Inspector  General's  Of&oe, 

G.  S.  A.,  270, 800, 304, 448, 600, 631, 723. 
Anderson,  A.,  363, 490,  SOI,  889. 
AjMienoii,P.,617. 

BnrOM  of  OniM)rlptfa»,  a  8.  A.,  608, 008, 818. 
OHnbdl,P.,SU. 

Dsvla,  Jefltew»i«  6, 810;  801, 808, 0M,«24,a8, 881, 

724,841. 
Oardner,  W.M.,728. 
HarrU,&S.,fl46. 
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CoriMpoiidtaux): 
Johnston,  J.  X.,  2W, 
Nortb  Cftndlsn,  Oovsnor  of,  731. 
Qrdnnnoo  DepArtment,  C.S.A.,  M. 
Sabstetcooe  Dspwrtmont,  C.  &.  A.,  SOD. 
Tajlor.R..646. 

TraMory  DepurtBftnt,  a  8..  eu. 
V«Mar,KW.,in. 

Wu  Dcfputnent,  a  S.,  813,Stt,  814, 7». 

HMUnwd.  SO,  M.flO,  18S,  178,  »1  MO,  813. 447, 448, 
47S,  174.  m,  no,  611,  <80,  MO.  Ml.  W,  est,  7S4, 
TSB,  Tn-72»,  787,  too,  M8,  »7»,  O0B,  1001,  llBl 

Organlution  of  genenl  ateii;  31S. 

RMirganlution  of  BniMO  <tf  OoHoription, 
G.  S.A.,flU,<3S,M0,Ml. 

Attanwr-OcnenI,  a  8^  UM. 

OoBunlMioBW  for  North  CwoUm,  habMs  oMpas 

ut,210,n^»>. 
Cori— pondmae; 

DsTte,  JflArwn,  900. 

PMTaoii,B.U.,214. 

WuDept.,  C.  8.,  no,  218, »«,»«,  MI,  874,  SS4. 
Mentknwd,  IIU. 
Bnneh,  A.  K.^llBl. 
Brueh,  E.  B.,  008. 
Bnwd,  Pnd.  B. 

OonMpondoMWi  JfAnon  DstIs,  11W. 
BnwtoajWIlllHiI.. 
OorvMpondMMt 
A^Jntut  and  iDspvetor  GeBsnl'i  OIBm, 

O.S.A..817.7t0,740,lltt. 
I>»Tlk,  Jeffisnon,  828. 
HwtU,  W.P..  008. 

Iflululppi,  OoTsmw  of,  710, 8M,10H. 
Tftylor,  K.,  1170. 

War  DepMtmont,  a  &.  MB^  Ml,  90S.  OK. 
lUnUomd,  740^006. 
BrMklBrid«»,i«luC 
CmMipoodaioft; 
Dftvls,  Jaflbnon,  31. 
War  Department,  C.  8.,  340, 883. 

Soe  alao  War  D*parlm»nt,  0. 8. 
Mentioned,  282,  280,  200,  812,  884,  OS!,  960,  IMl, 
1084, 1072,  im,  1077, 1061, 1067, 1008,1000,1111, 
1115, 1U6, 112S-1127,113».11»,  1142-1144,1147- 
IIM,  1152, 1166, 1160, 1161,  lieO-lKB,  1178, 1176, 
1176, 1176;  1181, 1188,  IIM,  IIM. 
Swretarr  of  War,  a  S..  IMS,  IIH. 
Boggeata  reorganisation  utA  eonoantnttoB  of 
Eentacky  tioopa,  31-88. 
BroeUiuidg*,  Bob«rt  J.,  Jr. 
Anthorlty  to  reonilt  in  Eentacky,  661. 
Correapondenoe,  Jefferson  Darla,  001. 
Uentloned,  187, 661, 1188. 
BvMdsM>,  Addtaon  6.,  700. 
■mt,A.  4. 

OorraBpondenoe,  Jaflbraoa  BftTla,  Sit. 
■rait,  Gaorga  Wllllaa. 
CocraqiaodaiMO.  SmBnmtan  Bran- 

Brassar,  ,  807. 

Biaw«rr8.B.,648. 

BiUian,  Bakart  B.,  »7, 1186, 1101. 


Brlffga,B.B. 

Aska  aatbori^  to  raise  a  regiment  of  ealoied 
troopa,846. 

Cflrreapondoiiee,  War  DepartBteat,  C.  8.,  S46. 
Brlaeoa,  BlchaH. 

Oorreapondenoe,  O.  P.  Eana,  tU. 
BnMk,  lCr.,444. 

Braekaabraagh,  Jaba  W.,  U67.' 
BfcakOfJahaM. 

Oocraapattdaaea; 
JoDaa,C.  Ap  B.,SSB. 
UoGorkla,D.P..BlS. 
Raauar.H.  A.,  621. 
Braoka,  Walker,  1188^ 
Bro^B,Joha  fl.,eM. 
BiMka,  WUUaaB. 

COTraapoedaDca,  W.  P.  Chlltoa,  416. 
BmMxat  Baa,  811. 
B>«wa,Ur.,444. 
Brm,  AOkHt  fi.,  U7, 1187, 1U8. 
Bram.  Chariot,  S. 
BrawM,  CUataa  L,  1018. 
Brown,  John  A.,  817. 
Brawa,  John  C,  lMt-1044. 
Browa,  Joseph  K. 
Correopondenoe.  See  Otorgia,  Oowtrmor  tff. 
Uentlonod,  1, 2,48, 75, 115,116, 118,106, 187,S44,3IS, 
368,  MO,  >77, 281, 844040, 878,880. 18X418,461, 
Ba8,6S0;Ml,SS6,S>7,SB6;fiB6kaM^6«, 
660.601,688. 687,670, 716, 786, 745, 748, 820,8X1, 

860, 0r ,  888,  ni;  §18;  «n,  uu,  1018;  mi.  mx 

U82,1187.  ' 
Brown,  v.  C.,^,  806. 
Brawae,^.  B. 

Goc^akp^idonoe.^'^  See  Jom*t  M.  WUmw. 
Browne,  WIlUaa  H.  \ 
AoolgnmaoU,  >BB^Sn,  381. 
OocfaapoDdenca: 
Baiean  of  UoDoeiiptloB,  C.  S.  A.,  208^  800, 671^ 

8M,870;a74,lM9. 
OobkH..  818, 1018. 
Davla,  JaOsraon,  980, 1118. 
Qeorgia,  QoTomor  of,  416. 440.' 
Bowlaiid.A.M.,266. 
War  Department,  a  S.,  680. 
UonUoned.  374. 881. 286, 871,40, 404, 43>,  411,478: 

B7»,  680, 6M,  871, 961. 1048,  UN. 
Saoretorf  of  State)  C.  S.,  1U4. 
Braee,  KI7  ■.,  187,  U86, 1180. 
ftrnea,  Haratia  W.,  187, 1188;  1180. 
BiTan,  OoaaeUA. 

Correapondenae;  G«TarBar  nariiB,8L. 
Brraa,  B.  H. 
Anthority  to  reorolt  C.  8.  oolMad  tM«^  llOt. 
Oorreapondenoe,  EL  Jonoe,  lUi. 
Brjaa,  Bearr,  684. 
B^aat,  HaMlltoa  18. 
Baefeaaaa,  Vkaaua  C.,  548. 
BaAaaaa,  W.  Jeflbnoa,  681. 
BBak,Dr.,O0B. 
Backmaa,  Aoaaa  B.,  106. 
Baekner,  8Umm  B. 
Correapondmee,  Jefltoaon  Darla,  tt. 
ICMtfoaad,  71, 71,166. 
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SsfEgMta  raorguiBBtIm  utd  ooooanintlaD  of 
Kcmtooky  troop*,  aUlS. 
Billot,  Jim*  D.  ,  IM,  16S,  816. 
BiIlo«k,  W.  V.yjT. 

Corre»pondenoe.   8m  iKoAord  Taylor. 
Buck,  Job  C 

GaRMpondaBoe.  BeeJtMwtJT.  mOffs. 
BnMa  cf  eiBWtl|*lM,  C  8.  A. 

Appropriations,  188. 

Angfut,  T.  P.,  Aotiiig  SapecinlawlMit,  1188. 
CoDdltkm,  noedk,  etc.,  888. 
Comvpondeooe: 

Adjatuit  and  Inapootor  0«naral'«  Offloe, 
as.  A.,  446,447,812. 

Blake.  S.D.,  96. 

BrwB..5«8,008,«S. 

Bnnnte.W.  U..  388,8811.878,888,890,874,1019. 
dafbome,  J.,  868. 
dai^a,  F..  849. 

Davia,  Jefhrson,  S68, 826, 810, 787, 864, 848. 

Hirimos,  T.  H.,  756. 
Johnaton,  J.  C,  S3. 
Kemper,  J.  L.,  751,868. 
La;,  G.W..847. 
Lee,  B.  B.,  27, 1128. 
HaUatt.  P..  080. 888, 884. 
]I«lt«i,C.D..18l4. 
KIlea.-W-.-P..  888.* 
UlselHlppi,  Governor  of,  870. 
Qiiarteniiastor.Oenecal's  Offloe,  G.  S.  A.,  880. 
Shields,  J.  C,  066,067,008,750,908. 
South  Ganllna,  GoTemor  of,  1020. 
War  Department,  C.  9.,  06, 107,  224,  246,  26«, 
854,  888, 404, 616, 679, 600, 810,  «W,  006, 731, 787, 
742,  744, 751, 765, 780, 786, 848, 860, 861,  858, 808, 
888,M8. 917, 079,  M8. 1018. 1048,  U80,  UU.1118. 
J>et«lla,lI01,U0O,UOT. 
Bffast  of  lawa  and  orders,  888. 
SoAeld,  0.  B.,  Aetinc  Saperintendatt.  1188. 
Batablfaliment,  i»ganlsatlon,  ete.,  844. 
Xstlmate  of  appnpriaUoDs,  770. 
■xemptlon  regulation*,  Bfl,  42. 
ExpendltanSa,  988. 
Instrnotiatia  to  enndUms  offioera,  480. 
Joriadlotion  orar  tiie  lenma,  Sift. 
Lay.G.T.: 
Aoting  SnpeiintaBdatt,  1188. 
Inspeotor-General  of  Consorlptlon.  888. 
Liatof  <dBoera,0]0. 
ICootUf  retnnu,  868, 854, 840. 
Official  correspondence,  751, 888, 893. 
Operations: 

Apr.  16,  IBOS-Febnury,  1886,  lODO-1110. 
Jan.  l-Apr.  1, 1804,  S34, 335, 364-304. 
Fabmary-KoTraiber,  1804, 786-789. 
Onl«ra,Cftonlars,aertoal888t  lUr.  80,803. 
Olden,  Orcnlara,  aerlea  1884;  B^t.  SO,  OOOj 
D«e.l,887t  iro.l,34|  ffa.t,S4|  iro.t,88; 
1I9.4,  42)  ]fo.5,  87;  Va.  0,77)  Ha.  7,  IB?; 
ITo.  8,  217;  Ho.  9,  280;  Ho.  10,  238;  Ho. 
11,  240;  Ho.  12,  260;  H«.  IS,  267;  Ho.  14, 
370;  Ha.  18, 276;  Has.  1«,  17,  306;  Ka.  18, 
808;  Ha.  19,  Sill  H*.  M,  ST8|  Ha.  «,4B8. 


Baraaa  of  Caaaeriytloa,  C  8.  A. — Contlnaed. 

Orders,  Clroolars,  series  1864:  Ho.  28,603;  Ha. 
28,  607;  Ho.  2«,  516;  Ho.  96,  519;  H«.  28, 
534;  H«.  27,  564,  509;  Ho.S8,  609;  Ho.  8ft, 
878;  Ho.  SO,  82S;  Ho.  81,  840;  Ha.  St,  084; 
Ho.  S8,713;  Ho.  S4,  868;  Ha.SS,8Bej  Ha. 
M,888;  Ho.S7,»40. 

F»T,  ete.,  of  enpl^rte,  817, 818. 

Powara,  datlea,  eta.,  of  oflbara,84.88^43,87,77, 
l81,'2I7-.224,230,281,48fc,60B,«ll,  0^^-01,028, 
830-833,  876,787,738,742,744.748,780.780,781, 
786^788, 887-893, 897, 898, 1177. 

Preston,  J.  8.,  Snperintendent,  1188. 

Reffulations,  664, 665, 008-808. 

Beorgsnlsatlon  proposed,  824, 836, 040, 841. 

Botention  of  oonarript  offloers  in  Tenneeeae, 
Alabwna,  and  Ulaalaalppi,  7, 8. 

Berlalon  and  oorraotlao  of  ezemptl(ais,12, 26, 5T. 

Bpaoial  ragiatEation,  86. 

Sapeniaionaiidoontrolof TaorniUng,  «ta,,  88. 84. 
Transfer  of  dntiea  to  A^Jntant  and  Inspector 

Oeneral'a  Offloe,  C.  S.  A.,  1178, 1177. 
Travel  alluwaDoea  of  offloers,  604. 569, 579, 680. 
Birsaa  of  ladisa  AllUn,  C.  8. 
Appioprlations,  138, 460. 
EstabUshment,  organisation,  ate.,  844. 
Oparattoiis,842. 

Soott,  8.  S.,  Commlasloner,  1183. 
Baraaa  <rf  War,  C.  8. 

Establishment,  organization,  etc.,  944. 

Keaa,  R.  G.  B...  Chief,  1183. 
Bnrfssi,  Andrew  J.,  800. 
Birgwya,  Hearr  K.  * 

Correspondence : 
Qnartormaoter-General's  Offloe,  C.  S.  A.,  748. 
War  Department,  a  S.,  010. 
BaAs,  Kdmaad,  136. 
Barfce.  Thea^as,  893, 806-808. 
BarMt,  Wllllaat  B.,  817. 
BmatI,  Hearr  C,  187,  U88, 1187. 1188. 
Baraett,  Theodore  L. ,  187, 1188, 1188,  lUOi 
Banett,  WUllaai,  807. 
Barton,  Jaaiei  H.,  627. 
Barwell,  VUllaai  M. 

Correspondence,  War  Dapartuent,  C  S.,  226. 

Mentioned.  227. 
Buteed,  Blehard,  184. 
BaUsr,  Be^SMln  P.jAtty.  Gen.,  820, 831. 
Batler,  Baa]aMla      Oeiieial,  88, 188, 886. 888, 766, 
757. 

Bfaoi,  J.  H.,Jr.,  SOT. 

B;era,  J.  8.,  440. 

Cabell,  O.  8.,  972. 

Cable,  David  F.,  834-939, 1001, 1002. 

Cadets. 

£xaminatton  for  promotion,  1157, 1168. 
CaUwatl,  Jams. 

Oorreepcotdenoe,  J.  O.  Horlot,  408. 
Caltfbnda. 

Baorotthig  aerrioe,  7«k  ft8Mt88, 1086, 1088. 
Callahan,  B.  H.,  807. 
Callahaa,  8.  B.,  IIBL  ' 
Calls  fbr  Troops. 

A«t  of  0. 8.  Ooagreaa,  Uar.  18.  UOB,  lUL 
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Gllli  fbr  Twp*  Conttaacd. 
0«a*gta  mfllttA,  <11, 1066. 
UiMladppl  rnUlU*,  800. 
Bonth  Canllu  mOltte,  1069. 

OotrMpondeBoe,  JolhrMin  DaTlg,BiOL 

CorrMpondaooe,  J.  V.  a.  Smith.  Sia. 

OOTTMpOfMleDOA.  B.  Bngf ,  813. 
CiMrMi,  ioka  v.,  311, 87S. 
CuuMck,  BlekaH  C,  SOB. 
CiMpbell,J.  A.r.,n». 
Cmi**lUJ.  P.  H.,  687. 
CwvMlfJ^  A. 
Awlrtut  SwratMj  of  Wm,  C.  8.,  Utt. 
OomqmndaiiM,  War  Departamt,  O.B.,  902. 187, 
177.  no,  547,  615,  TOt.  7«^  755^001. 1005, 1065. 
1080.1130,1134. 

Seealw  Wwr  Dtp^vimmX,  0. 8. 
McBtbmed.  Ml,  4BS,  864.  flB*.  TTl.  Sn.  na.M4.lWl, 
1068. 1179, 118S. 
Caaper,  J*IU}  610. 

CaapB  «r  LutnetlM.  Saa  AMMbmvMt. 
Caaada. 

UiuloBaof! 
Cl^.  a  0.,  Jr..  m,  564-587, 6M-6I0. 
Holoombft.  J.  P..  588. 504.  W»  W. 
Thompaoa.  J.,  178,  SH,  600. 
Caaora,  Paat,  19. 
Caatler*  A.  6.,  07X 
CapMloa,  AllM  T.,  187, 1187,  lUOi 
Carila,  Baatall,  807. 
Caraot,  Laaan  N.  H.,  787, 885. 
CaraUae,  Steamer,  0S7. 
CaroUaa  flaodyaar,  Safaoimsr,  506.571. 
Gamll,  Sohooner,  1067. 
Carrla  bMl,  Brig.  lOBT. 
CanrliBtan,  laaae  H. 

Oi»i«apond«iic«,'War  I>ept.,0.8H  8U^Sll,8iO,864. 

IbBtlonad.  1194. 
Carrlagtoa,  L.,  235, 237, 144. 
Carrtafftoa,  WllUaai  k. 

CorrMpondenoe,    Suisaoa  •  Gancral'a  Offlo6, 
C  a  A..  587.087. 
Ovr^t  DarM  W.,  1100^ 
Cartwdl,  RattaaM  A.,  81L 
GBrtMr,J^W.j618. 
Carathera,  Bakert  L.,  TOS,  1188. 
Gai7,JahBB.,TI6. 
Caralrr. 

Organisation,  etc.,  IM. 

Tranafsr  of  dianuMmtad,  to  loteby,  480.  SOS, 
671,673. 
CM1U,8.I. 

Corraapondenoe.  Stirg.  Oflo.'aOfflo«,C.  S.  516. 
Ckalaroa,  Stapkaa,  701. 
ChalMTf,  Jaaei  B. 

CorreapondfiDoe,  Ooramor  of  Ulaaladppi,8. 
Chaaberf,  Haarr  C,  187.1188,  UBO. 
CkanlMn,  J.  B. 

CoiTMpoiideQoe,  JaffBracmi  Davla,  816, 816. 
Ckanben,  ioha  E. 

C«rrMpon  deuce,  O.  P.  Kaiie,S13. 
ChamblUa,  Jaka  JU,  Jr.,  187,868. 1180^ 


Cba^alaa. 
BattaUona  and  gvunl  h«ap>taU,4ML 

ConuDotatloD  irf  rathma.  58. 

Forage  for  horaaa,  IN. 

BaUow,l«8. 
Ckapua,  Uftad. 

Correopintdeiwa,  War  D^artSDaiitv  C.  8..  771. 
Oarieata*  aid  Savaaaah  Ballraad. 

Tbreataaad  deatntotloa  by  eoaeajtMO^ 
Chariaatra  (8.  C.)  lUnmn%  IM*- 
Ckaae,  Balaaa  P.,  6. 
Cbarakee  ladlaai. 

Appropriation  for  boneflt  of,  80, 40. 

Deiagatea  to  G.  8.  Gsngraas,  U88,  lUL 
Chaaaat,  Jama,  Jr. 

Oorraapondeaea: 
Davis.  JaflteaoB.  SB4. 587. 
War  DepartMnt.  C  8.,  045, 711,711. 

UenUoned,  1188. 
Chlcfcamagm,  C-  8. 8. 

Uentioued,  1066-1058. 

TeaaeU  oaptorad,  1068. 
CUldreai,  Stepbaa,  808. 
CUUraii,  Toai,  808. 
CUMraaa,  WUllaai,  808. 
Chilian,  C.  N. 

Oofiaapondenoe,  J.  N.  Avdiar.OSL 

llntlnied.«50u 
CUltan,  D.  Saandtrs,  374.84: 
CUltan,BabertB. 

Comapondencsa,  Adjutant  and  laapoetn-  G«a- 
enl'a  Office,  C.  S.  A.,  43. 
Sea  alaoA^fL and  Jiup.  (?«».'«  OJIm,  C.  8. 

EatabUflbment  of  Boreau  of  Xaapeetlon.  43-45. 

Mentioned,  XS.  M2. 
CUltan,  Vllllaa  P. 

OUFOipOlldiBOS  I 

Kooka,W.Vn416. 

War  Department,  a  8.,  68, 416. 

UeatloBad,  187, 1186.  lUB,  IISOl 
Cklaa,  Ur.,444. 
Cfclimaa,  Saaiael  B.,  748. 
Cboetaw  Vatlaa. 

Delegates  to  C.  a  Congraaa,  1180,  nOl. 
Chrlaauw,  Jamei  8.,  1188,  llM. 
CbanhlU,  ThMaa  J.,  080; 
Cl^  af  Patarabarg,  Steamer.  114, 306. 861.  (M. 
ClrUCowta. 

OH^aratlon  with  mUttaiy  Bttthoritlaa,60B. 

IqJanoUozii  ag^st  C.  S.  dHeara,  681, 683. 

Bemarks,8eoretai7or  War,  C.8.,085k  000b 
Claggett,  Hearr  0.,  730. 
Clalbarae,  J.  fl. 

CorT««pondeDoe,SDbalstanoe  Dept-.O.S.A.,  1136. 
Claiborne,  John. 

Oorreapondanoe^    Boreas    of  Oooaeription, 
C.  8.  A.,  800. 

Heottened,<10,«U. 
Claiborne,  ThMwt  B.,  688. 
CUaton,  Jamea  fl. 

Gorreepondauoe,  L.  Polk,  804. 

Ueiit]oned,10B8. 
Clapp,  J.  W.,  187, 088, 1188. 
Clark,  Ckarles. 

Gornapondowe.  See  MUttttippi,  fioMmor 
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CImrk,  ChulM— COBlliiiiad. 

Ifenthmed,  S78.  808,  SOO^  483,  aOS,  710,  T8B,  740, 7W. 
830-634, 807, 002-904,  Utt,  1188. 
CWk,  i.  N.,  072. 

Clark,  John  B.,  125, 137, 1186, 1187,  llOOi 
CiaA,  WIUUh  W. 
CoTTmpoDdenoe,  War  Department,  C.  8^  lOB. 
Ifontkinfld,  137, 1188. 
ClariMiPiaak. 
CorrespondeDoe,    Biinaa    of  Cooaenptlon, 

C.B.  A^840; 
Htetloned,S50. 
Clarke,  Thoau  K. 

Correspondence,  Oovemor  of  norUB,n. 
ClarkaoB,  Joha  N.^ 
Clay,  C.  v.,  507. 
Claj,  Oeaeat  C.,Jt. 
Omo^ondenoe : 
Davia,  JeffBTMn,  83Z. 
State  DepirtDieDt,  a  8.,  884,  «8f. 
Xentfoned,  187,  BB^  1U7. 
Mission  to  CuimU,  822, 584-087. 636-040. 
Clajr,  Hu^  L. 
Coirespondenoe.    See  Adfutont  and  Intpaetor 

GtMroTt  0.  a.  A. 

Mentiotwd,  171, 887, 840. 
Claybrook,  R.  A. 

Correapondetioe,  Jeifenon  Davis,  518. 
Cl^taa,  Almaiir  M. 
UoTTMpondenoe,  Jeffraaoo  Davta,  S8B, 
Mentioned,  1180. 
Clayton,  Saaiel. 

Correspondence,  Jefferson  Davis,  1010. 
Clebarae,  Patrick  B. 
Memorial  uTglng  the  fte^g  and  arming  Vl 

BlaTee,l. 
Mentioned,  1, 
damtats,  Nelaoa* 
CorreepMideBee: 
Daria,  JefflMsra,  SO. 
Eart,Sr,M8. 
iniler,'W.D.,S73L 
BaaBan,J.H.,ll7X 
State  Department,  C  S.,  BOB. 
Mentioned,  565, 566. 
CleaMa^J.  C.,703. 
ClemaoB,  T.  41.,  700, 708. 
CtoptOB,  Baild. 
ConMpondnwa,  War  Department,  C.  8.,M. 
Mentimied,  1S7, 1188, 1190. 
ClotUtn;  and  Kqalp^. 
Aoooonts  of  soldiers,  74. 
C.  S.  colored  troops,  1161. 
Competition  between  State  and  C.  S.  agenta,  11, 

61, 66, 152, 163, 672, 600-002. 
Deceased  soldiers,  672. 
Enlisted  men,  1038, 1084. 
bmOld  Corps,  ai& 

lamma  to  C.  8.  Army,  July  1,  1864^an.  1, 186B, 
108»-184a. 

Machinery  from  abroad  for  manofaotnre.  210, 

211,683,684. 

Measares  to  provide  snppUes,  10,  28,  20,  88,  210, 
211, 288, 280, 202, 293, 206-297, 402, 416, 4SB,  442, 
4W,  500, 626, 527, 528,  SSO-fiSS,  566-667, 57^4, 
078^6, 088, 684, 1077, 1078, 1006-1099. 


dothlHg  iwl  Eqilpaga— Continned. 
OOoers,  186, 1033, 1084. 

Pnrohases  abroad,  10,  636.  627,  529,  568, 587,874, 

675, 030, 056-968.  ^ 
Begnlationa,  Q.  M.'s  Dept.,  C.  8.  A.,  1088, 1084. 
Bale  prohibited,  1100. 
SoldJera  in  hospital.  604. 
Cloyd,  ioMpk. 
Oorreopmidenoe,  B.  P.  KolaBd,889L 
Mentioned,  382,  SW. 
ilmskey,  MIehael  W.,  IIU. 
Cobb,  Mr.,  444. 
Cobb,  Howell. 
Corroapondenoe : 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Qenwal's  Office, 

C.  S.  A.,  810,  844, 480. 461, 478, 47^  7U,  888. 
Browne,  W.  M.,  618, 1048. 
Cmwfbrd,  M.J.,482. 
DnrlB,  Jefferson,  532, 680,  MIS,  1118. 
a«n|ia,  GvTenw  of,  847, 881, 417, 481, 481, 434, 

448,455. 
Glenn,  J.  A.,  803. 

War  Deportment,  C.  S..  13,  31, 3S,  43, 48, 74, 118, 
371, 439, 440, 407. 4^  468, 477, 478, 602,  618, 638, 
542, 649. 660,844,746,748,828, 981, 981, 991, 1008, 
1030, 1048. 
Whlta)er,J.  C.tOie. 
Mentioned,  13, 16, 17, 25, 49. 04, 06, 88, 277,  S78, 281, 
811.446, 447, 457, 480, 481, 478, 477, 530,  715, 740; 
966, 90S,  088,1016, 101<,  1101, 1180, 1185. 
Cabb,  LaAar. 
Corroapondenoe.  U.J.  Crawford, 46L 
See  also  JJouwU  Ot6b. 
Cobb,  Thomas  B.  B., 
Coekran,  Johi,  1043,1044. 
Crte,  Bdward,  1076. 
Coker,  J.  P.,  19, 47. 
Celd  Harbor,  Ta. 
OperaUons  at  and  about.  May  81-Jnne  12, 1804, 
760,767. 
0»1«,  A.  H. 
Correapondenee  i 
Faxton,  A.U.,66, 

QDarteimaater-Oeneral'a  Office,  0. 8.  A.,  1087. 
Mentioned,  1086. 
Cale,  Bobert  6.,  61. 
Came,  Alftuadn. 
Agreement  to  furnish  army  snpplles,  eto., 
589,668. 

Ifontkmed,  688, 587. 688, 608, 607.  U17. 
CoUle,  Alexander,  *  Co.,  10, 28, 686, 588, 878, 1117. 
CoUle,  VilUam,  1117. 
CoUle  *  Creasbaw,  527. 
Collie  A  Thorbira,  241. 
Corner,  Ckarlei  F.,  137,  liso. 
ColUaa,  Ifatbaalel  D.,8. 
Colambla  a«d  Amgaata  Balltud. 

CanatmottoD,  etc.,  for  military  purposes,  886- 
2SB,  900,070. 
CttlrRr,ArtfeBr8.,  1101. 
Camaaeka  !■<!■■■. 

Anianoe  with  Confederata  States,  lisa 
Cornelia  (Slave),  662. 
Comauadaats  ofCoaeerlpts. 

Datiea,  et«.,  34, 30, 48, 07. 77, 817-404, 380, 881, 488^ 
<88,876,U77. 
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Ohumem.  8es  Trad*  and  Imtunttint. 
CoulBHriM  oTMrirtMW,  G.  8.  A. 

AppoiataMt  raoonuMBded.  IW. 
ffwlinrj  flmnril  njrrlwnn  tC). 

PUknr,  G.  J.,  ^ipolnted  ud  nllvnd.  U83,  U77. 

BngglM,  D.,  «ppalnt«d,  1177. 
€mMlMlMMn. 

HftbttM  oorpuA.  304,110-212,  US,  338, 243,197,498. 

luprcMiDeiita,  408. 

BailnMds,aH. 
f  OMMlwItMiiri  ■riMpnumiiBti 

Oanftnaoe  «t  ItaOgmtKj.  Ala..  umI  SM^gk, 

BahedvlM  «f  prioM  flw  pmrUoBs,  eto..  S4-n, 
MS-Ma^Sn-ST4,S8»-«BS,704-TIM,9O-8M,I060~ 

BiifSMtlon«,q.  U.  QMxnl,  a  B.  748. 
Sm  Alao  iim»nHMMiiC(. 
€•■««>«  «ftt«W». 
AddnM  of  C.  B.  CoognM  to  pMpl*  of  ConAd- 

«*oy,  120-187, 189,140. 
BMurka: 
IkftTte,  JeAnoD,  U,  IS,  87-7lk 
0«orglA,  OoTvrnor  of^  81-tt. 
SMntU7  af  War.  C  8.,  IM,  IM. 

B«MlatioilB: 

OODgTMS,  C.  S.,  12& 
CongnM,  IT.  &,  190. 
Oeorgl*  LeglaUtare,  12. 
Cm*,  Au«Uu  F.,  72S-7ST. 
C«»,  Prtw,  2SB,  S37,  SU. 
€oalMenl«  StatM  CtilMWd  Tmpi. 
A«t4tf  a8.OagigMW.HHr.18, 1885,  lUL 

Organiutloii,  aqnlpaent,  ete^  U44,  U6],  lUI, 

117S,U78,U»8,11N. 
Fay,  «to.,  1161. 
BaUoiu,  1101. 

Beoruitment  of,  antborlMd,  1144.  USl,  IIDS.  IIM. 
Bagnlatloiw  tor  reoraiUng,  U<1,  U8>. 
B«Utkni  of  alATM  to  owiten,  1181. 
BflmaAi: 

B«q|Mda,  J.  P.,  800,  MO. 

CUyton,  8.,  1010,  lOlL 

Cobb,  H.,  1000, 1010. 

Davis.  Je  Anon,  707-700, 1110,  IISS.  U78. 

Hanoook,  V.  W.,  1108. 

Hant«r,  A..  1007-1000. 

Lee,  S.  E.,  1012, 1018, 117B. 

BeoxeUryof  War,C.  8.,  6S3, 804,781.703,788-771. 

TiinMr,T.P.,llM. 
SeqnlaltlaB  m  Qawam  of  VlrgliiiB,  1166,  lieo. 
■  CoiMantoStatoifioTonnMat. 
AUluioo  irith  Indluu,  1180. 
Condition,  needs,  eta.    Remarfca,  Jaflteaon 

I>aTis,ll80-llS6. 
Congreaoee  1881-1886, 1184, 1185. 
Declaration  of  dlspotltiona,  prinoiplee,  and  pur. 

poaee,  by  C.  &  Consreae,  488^. 
Baropaan  sjnpatliy,  421, 436. 
ExeoatlTO  olBmn,  1881-186S,  11S4. 
Uambna  of  OengiMa,  1881-1886, 118B-1U1. 
llflltatr  Teoonroea,  US4. 
ConfUont*  Troapa. 
CKnlrj—BattaHotu :  711^1183. 
CaTaliy— JI«v<mMUf 7tt,636. 
Bnginaara-JggfaMitft.-  Irt,  Sd»  8S8. 


OaaMMsIa  Traapa-OoatbmBd. 
JiOmtKf—BmUmUaiut  lat  Pffriv^  1081;  Stt, 
119*. 
G«i§»ai,C.8. 
AboUtlicm  of  oortaln  ottom  In  QoartenDaatar^ 
■      and  BnbaiBtaioa  DqwrlmaBta.  Xemarki, 
JeObraon  Da-ria,  1136-1138. 
Additional  olBocn  of  aitlllaory  for  ordnaim 

datlea,  476,407. 
Additional  qnartennaatan  and  ooaunissaricM, 
4S6. 

Addnaa  to  pao]^  of  tita  CanMente  BMtat, 

U0-1S7,18»,U0. 
A^lnatanaDt  of  tepnaeMBt  ditea,  Ul. 

Appointment  Oeaand'in-Cblaf  C  8.  Arn^,  1068. 
Appropriatlona : 

AAit-  and  Inap.  Oen.'a  Dept.,  C.  8.  A.,  U8, 480. 

Boraaa  of  Couaoriptlon,  C.  8.  A.,  188. 

BoMu  of  Indian  AJtUi*,  0. 8..  118, 480. 

CbenAeo  Hatkii,  80^  40. 

Bsgineer  Xtapwrtmnt,  C.  8.A..  188,480^08. 

anprBMBd  «l*Taa.  deeeaaed,  188. 

LeglalatiTa^  nTnnntlTn.  and  JuillnlBl  iinmiaiia. 
187-180,478,480,486. 

ICedleal  Depwbnent,  C  a.  A. ,  m,  488^  8H. 

UnnitloDS  of  war,  188, 180, 480. 

Klter  and  Hinlag  Bnrean,  a  &  A.,  480, 88S. 

Ordnance  DepartDieot,  C.  S.  A.,  180, 480,  en. 

Paj  of  the  Army,  188, 480. 

Qoartomiaotor's  Dept.,  C.  S.  A.,  188, 480, 6M. 

8abaUtenoe  Department,  C& A.,  180, 488^  06. 

Sapportof  the  Arm;,  188,480^891 
AiudUaiy  boremia  of  War  Departaant  mat  of 

UlaaiMlp^  BlTar,  188,  lOi. 
BoDda,  C.  8.,  160-181, 482. 
Boon^.  178, 184, 1000. 

Borean  of  ConaorlpUon  aboUahad.  UTS,  U77. 
Call  for  nnmbor  of  man  and  aaanaUea  in  a  8. 

Army,  426. 
CaU  for  800,000  troopa  aatluNtlaad,  UOL 
C^tnre  and  deetraottoi  of  OMmy^a  pmporty. 

180. 

GaTaliy.  104,400. 

Oertifloatu  for  interaat  on  boida,  UO,  lU. 
Change  of  date  for  aaaaabltiig,  70. 
Chaplains,  104,408. 

Civil  and  mllttBi7aaoan  In  V«r  DapArtanant, 

etc..  048. 
Clothing  for  oSoers,  1088. 
"Coalaof  tiio ataanier  Advatwe,"  1068. 
Coin  fBrfunlahlugaan^iaa  to  Annj,  1100,1188.  ; 
Conmntatlan  value  of  hoapltal  ntioiia,  178^  480. 
.  Companaation  ter  afariT  doly,  888, 180. 
Cmnpanaatknctf  eivU  oSoen  and  ei^loTOa  fat 

Freaident'a  (MBoe  and  in  Bmentiva  aad  Lag- 

ialattvo  Dapartawata  at  BfaAmnd.  Ta^  m, 

lOB. 

C(Hiditi<ms,  needs,  ato^  of  BiaoaUva  D«part- 

menta,  1006. 
Gondoot  of  the  war,  13^187,  ISO,  140. 
ConaorlpUon,  178-181,  U80, 1178,  U77. 
OoaaoUdation  of  ndaoed  xt^mmtM,  llM,  1100, 

11*7. 
OorreapondeDoe: 
AdJt.  and  Insp.  Oon.'B  CMBee,  a  &  A.,  430. 
Davis,  Jefhnea,  10,  40,  ttO^  880,  880,  948-050, 
088, 1010,  U05, 1088,  UOO,  UU.  lUO,  12M. 
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C— gwi,  c  g— Oonttuwd. 
OorrMpoataioe : 
Qimtenuitsi-^eiisnl'B  OOoe,  O.S.A.,  1089. 
TTCMmy  Dept.,  C  &,  Ml.  SO,  KM,  ion. 
War  Departmeot,  C.  S.,  IM. 
Coart*-nurtl&l  ftud  miliUrj-  oourts,  193, 198,1131. 
Carrency  of  ths  United  States,  82,  S3. 
Dedantkm  of  dlsposltione,  prtnoiplM,  uid  por- 

powe  mUtiTe  to  exlettDg  wmc,  486-488. 
SeafametfaHi  of  eotbia,  tobaoeo,  «to.,  to  wmM 

oaptnni  lOM. 
Dimlaatlon  of  exenptiloiiB  and  details,  1138, 1119, 
U8S. 

Xtleobarge  trom  mUltarj  serrioe,  11S8. 
Donatlana  to  C.S.  TreaBory  b;  oitiMiiB,  1138. 
Dnmkenness  In  the  Army,  198. 
Kfflciency  of  the  caralry,  499. 
Electicm,  etc.,  of  members,  SB,  88, 485t  4W. 
Bnglneer  Corps,  C.  8.  A.,  190. 
Bngtoeer  troops,  C  8.  A.,  190, 191. 
BaalSnB,  U0, 4SB,  U«r. 

Ssmptioii  of  nUnads  fma  dntlea  on  m«- 

eUMi7,eto.,44S. 
SxeBipttowi  ftom  ufHtMy  aerrlee,  179-181,473, 

478,484, 486,  KO,  Ills. 
Forage  for  ohaplalna*  boraea,  191. 
Fenlgn  oommeroe,  80-83, 807. 938, 948.«8. 
Kree  poatage  on  newapi^era  to  aoldlara,  1087- 

1089. 

Farlongba  and  dlaehargea  bi  boe^tab,  ITS. 

Qeoeral  and  Uentenant-generala,  IH. 

Geaanl  atafl;  497, 49B,  88S^ 

Habeas  eorpos  not,  208, 30i  439. 

Hwboring,  ete.,  deasrters  and  entMng  deaar- 
tious,  180. 

Hoioombe  <S.C.)  Legfini,4ID. 

Hospital  acoommedatlaia  for  alok  and  voondad 
Offioer8,174,490. 

Importation  of  Inxnriea,  etc.,  78-80, 480. 

Impressments  of  snj^lles,  198, 190, 219, 1170. 

Inereaaed  oompensaUoB  henda  Xxeoottre  De- 
partmental etc,  488. 

iBCEMae  of  pay.  eollated  men,  483. 

ImwiM  Corpia.  314,  ICRS. 

JoriadlotloQ  and  sovereignty  of  VlrglBia  over 

aneieiit  boandariea,  488. 
Manlfeato  relaUve  to  exlatlng  war,  488-188. 
Uannfaotnre  of  siriiltsoas  Uqnoca  fitr  Aimy, 

etc.,  481, 483. 
Members,  1187-1191. 

Measageaof  tbe  Preaident.  39, 49. 07, 107, 1 14,  m~ 
SOB,  439, 4Se^  473, 478,  SS8.  TOO-SOO,  810, 885, 8S0, 
•18-083,  V8B.  101^  1087-1039,  1058,  1098, 1098, 
1099, 1111, 1124-1137, 11S4,  IIG6. 

Military  oonrta,  70, 193. 193, 491, 497, 498. 

Negroes,  208,  WO,  907, 1114, 1116, 1101. 

New  reglroBiita,  eto.,  b2. 

Niter  and  Mining  Barean,  G.  S.  A.,  402, 488. 

Orgnnisatloii,  etc.,  of  fbross  wUbln  enemy's 
lines,  490. 487. 

Organisation,  ete..  of  Ote  Amy,  17S-U1,  US,  184. 

uei. 

Partlaan  rangers,  194. 

Taaaports,  443, 1014. 

Pay,  etc.,  of  general  ofBcers,  497. 

Payment  of  arrears  to  Armj-  and  Navy,  IIM. 

Pay  of  oommlsaioMrs,  habeaa  oerpna  act, 


CoMT*!*)  C.  S.— CoBtbined. 
Pay  of  maater  armorer  at  Blohmond,  Va.,  84. 
P^ef  B61dleraa»d  sailors  on  detailed  serrioa. 
3.498. 

Pay  of  the  Army,  982, 988. 

Peace  propoaitlona,  1058. 

PreserratloD  of  JOBmaU,.l0ie-1018. 

Promotion  for  akfll  and  ralor,  100. 

Promotion  of  amy  oaoera,  1120. 

Farehase  of  olotlking  1^  otteera,  188, 

Snk  of  aldes-de.«amp.  1125. 

Sank  of  oaoagra,S8, 80. 

Battens.  188, 481, 080. 

Beoords  of  State  troops,  180, 100. 498. 

BedncUon  of  the  onrreDOy,  109-191. 

Begimental  oommlsaariea,  401, 102. 

Beport  HoQse  Hllitary  Committee  on  Preal- 
dent's  meaaage,  U ar.  18, 1885, 1144-1141. 

Beport  Seleot  Committee  on  Praddeot'a  mea- 
aage, Mar.  18, 1885. 1148-1162. 

Beport  Senate  oommittee  on  rank  of  certain 
offloara.SO. 

Basolntlon  In  relatlOD  to  the  war,  138. 

Xesolntlon  of  Senate  reopeetlBg  appointment  of 
A.  S.  Lawton  as  Qaartemaater-Oeneral,  SI. 

Sale  of  military  olothhift  1100. 

Seoata  and  gnarda  to  eOBunontoate  with  Trana- 

•    Mississippi  Department,  4B8, 484. 

Sesalons,  1185. 

Store- keepers,  military.  101,483. 

Sabstltalea,ll,  12. 

Snpemunenuy  offloera,  183,191.  * 

Taxation,  140-153. 479. 482.486. 

Tax  In  kind,  14, 63, 84. 478. 

Temporary  rank,  486. 

Tobaooo  for  the  Army,  299. 

Transportation  for  Members,  481. 

Transportation  of  (^oera  nnder  orders,  492. 

Transportation  sick  and  wounded  ofltoera.498, 

Tieasnry  notes,  C.  8..  J&9-101, 482. 

Veteran  Soldiers'  Home.  108-110. 
CMgreas,  rrOTlaloaal,  li.  8. 

Members,  1185-1187. 

SeaaloBs,  1184. 
Caagreia,  U.  B. 

Besolntion,  oondnot  of  the  war,  180. 
Coaner,  C.  C.,54a. 
Cenaer,  H.  V. 

Correspondence,  H.  C.  Goerln,  412. 

Mentioned,  402, 408. 
Ceaiad,  Ckarles  H.,  187, 1186. 1188, 1190. 
Cauaw,  Aana      UT,  1188, 1188;  119L 
Canaerlpttoa. 

Acts  of  C.  8.  Congress; 
Feb.  17, 1864, 178-181. 
Mar.  7, 1866, 1176, 1177. 

Age  limit,  178-181, 183,  212,  281,  238,  240,  360, 257, 
208, 260, 305, 376, 447, 483, 607, 630, 712, 718. 716^ 
1059-1063, 1178,1179. 

Bond  for  agricnltnral  details,  250,  Kl. 

Cenaoa  statistics,  103. 

Chief  of  Inapeotlng  Department,  888. 

CWsena  of  ICarylaad,  811,  SIS,  887. 388. 507, 610- 
518,646-647,560,661. 

Deficiency  In  results,  864-856, 858, 860, 886. 

Details,  179, 306, 309, 336, 337, 623, 621, 628,  629. 712, 
718, 715, 730, 784, 736, 878, 874, 1104.U10. 


Digitized  by 


1208 


INDBX. 


C«BWriyttM— Continiwd. 
DifflcnltiM  Attending,  tU,  2X5. 
DntiM,  ate.,  of  iupeoton,  887-8W. 
Smployte  OrdnAUM-Depuimflnt,  C-  &.  A..  T41. 
■mplojtcSbakaaooM  Arms  UwiafMtarlngCa., 

BnforMOHnt,  au,  S44,  Ki-m,  SaS-STl,  37ft-S78, 

BW,  m,  lit,  MO,  WI,  44B-448, 481,  Mt,  Ml,  47^ 
6N,  an.  <H,  MO,  Ml. «,  068,  «»40B,  710-713, 
7IS,  7SS,  740, 748, 740, 7H,  TOB,  817-814, 846-840. 
880-888, 008-001,  086, 080,  081, 1000. 1010,  lOSO, 
1031.1048-lOM,  10»»~nOt,  I  ISfr-llOB,  1170,1177. 

Enllatnent  of  aabstltatM  problUted,  11.  M. 

KnroUmant  of  roMrvM,  213, 3S7, 370. 

bioUnMnt  of  Tunewee  and  Ewitnoky  cm- 
•eilpti,S4. 

BnoMou  ntons  of  exampted  Horth  CHoltn* 

BtM«oacen,88B,884. 
KxaainsHoc  of  ooaMript  offloen  for  field  •wr- 

lM,18T. 

Examining  boards,  68,  IB3. 183. 1178, 1177. 
KxcmpUon  ngnlatloDB,  181, 183. 
Sxcomptlons,  103, 178-181. 318.224, 110.86U«1,648, 
608-801,7a0,781.K72,873,9H,  006,1103,1108. 1110. 

Xxliiblte; 

Agrioaltaial  detail*,  UN,  1110.  • 
Camp  guaidfl,  aamMrting  fims,  «to.,  Sept.  0, 

1884,838,634. 
Canana  atatistloa,  lOS. 

Conaoripto  detelled  afUr  Apr.  18,  1883,  1101, 
1108. 

Conacrlpta  anroUad,  azamptod,  dataUad,  aa- 
rigned,  ato.,  Daoambar,  1881-lfarcih,  1884,850- 
8M. 

Cooaoripta  enrolled  and  aaatgnad  after  A^.  18^ 

U83.U01.U0B.U10. 
DelaSla  aoeoonl  pubtto  naoeaaltj,  1104-1108, 

1118. 

Dataila  ExeoDtire  Depte..  etc.,  1108, 1I07,  lllo. 

DeteOa  of  oontraotora,  1107, 1108, 1 110. 

Detailaof  mMhanioa, et«.,  IIOS-UIO. 

Sxemptiona  after  Apr.  16, 1882, 1103, 1100,  lUO. 

Utat  anbifeot  tooall,  18H,108. 

Panmia  amployad  on  aonaorlpt  aarvloa  In 
Georgia,  871. 

VolimtearB  and  eonaerfpta  flunlafaad  by  i»- 
apaettre  Stataa  to  Jannarj.  1884, 103, 108. 
Extonalon  urged  hy  Jefferaon  DaTle,  114, 115^ 
ntilnre  of  ayatem,  S84, 086, 078-010. 
Fonner  lawa  repealed.  3S1. 
Function ■  of  "  temporary  boarda,"  SOS. 
Georgia  oItU  and  military  officers,  844-849. 881- 
886, 416-423. 431-444, 4S&^7.  476, 602, 580-638. 
Hadaoii,T.,aaBlgiMdoommandantofo(maaripts. 

MiaaiaalppUm 
In^eotiaiw,  480, 401, 804-008, 68»4l 
Lea,  R.  B.,  reoommenda  striot  exeendon  oC  37. 
Liability  of  Ulsaiaslppf  militia,  172-174. 
Llabill^  of  parotaaaiiig  and  transportation 

agents,  847, 848. 
Liability  of  Tirglnia  militia,  366. 87«. 
Hen  sabjeot  to,  1864, 108. 
Hlsalsslppl  civil  offioera,  446, 460. 
HagEoea,  308, 300, 880,  a8L 


Kon-exemptlon  of  panooa  tanlaUag  aabatf- 

tntaa,  13, 34. 
North  Carolina  militia,  807. 
OrganiaatlaBOf"llgbtdn^"oampanl«a,  808^887. 
PoatalaerYleeamidoyta,  83. 80,71-74. 131.136^  863^ 

081. 

Prfaudp^  af  aabadtiitaa,  13, 34,  m  107, 108^300. 
801,381. 

Proposed  ■bolltion  of  existing  ayaten.  As- 

marka,  J.  &  Preaton,  848-84BL 
KegiatratioB,  830, 880. 
Regolatlona,  317-3|t,  380^  381. 
Ecmarka: 

Davla,  Jadhraon,  700,  lUO. 

Lee.R.B.,3T,«84. 

Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.,  OH,  708-781. 
Besists&oe  te,  actual  snd  anttdpatod,  858, 810^ 

OM,  1M3-1044. 
Beaolntfona  Georgia  Legislatare.344. 
BsTlaion  and  eorreetion,  181. 
Signal  Oorpa  emfdoyOa,  8M. 
Snperrtakni  aad  ooatml,  876, 78T,  788, 788^  864-888^ 

868-883,1176,1177. 
SapporUng  force,  361-368, 818. 
Trane-Mlasisstppl  Department.  331-384. 
Virginia  military  oadeta,  73t  738. 
Wlthla  enemy's  lines,  888. 
Cawnrlpts. 

Aaaignment  and  wgaalariton.  8, 4A-43, 188, 188, 
181, 186^  380483, 358, 811, 818, 449, 480, 481,  807. 
684.  m.  840.7U^718,718.7S4, 786, 886, 1158.1177, 

1178. 

Dlsoharge  under  habeas  oorpos  aot,  868-881. 
billatsieDt  of,  la  Kioalssl^  ocganlaatlona,  8, 0. 
Examination,  88, 183, 183, 1178. 1177. 
rnil*agho,684,678. 
CwuBUMUaafBadMad  ■sglmaate. 
Aot  (rfa&Omigieaa,  Fab.  38,1086.1134,1186,1187. 
naga,llS8. 

Order  (rf  War  DaparlnaBt,  a  S.,  IIM-IUK. 
Kamarks: 
Cobb.  H.,  084,086. 
Davis,  Jeffinraon,  787. 
Lae,  R.  E.,  U4S.  1144. 
Seoietaryof  War.C.S..7M. 
Oaaa^iMlea. 

Habeaa  eorpn*  Mt,  808, 304. 
Cmmla,  Bidglu. 
Atlanta,  Oa.  Soa£.diffits. 
New  Orleaaa.  La.  See /oaqA  i>ar»oo(U. 
Consols,  Prasafaa. 

CbarlastoD,  8. 0.  See  Hy.  Jf^w. 
Cort,  F.  V.  C.,i811. 
Cook,  Henry  F.,  68. 
Cooka,  William  M.,  1188. 
Cooper,  John,  311. 
Ca^r,  lUA  B.,  408, 408^  411, 413. 
Ceaper,  SaamaL 
A<Uotant  and  biapaetor  GaMcal,0.  a  A.,  1188. 
Correapondaooe.  See  A^Jmtmtt  amd  JfugMotor 

OmuraTi  OJIos,  0. 8.  A. 
UenUoned,  30, 52, 150,  170-173,  U4,  316,  MS,  270, 
r6-277. 270. 300, 288, 852, 880,  371.  SM,  447. 448, 
472, 510, 647, 683, 818.  rao,  634,  888, 715. 737.  T38, 
740, 773, 821. 884, 888, 8U,  066, 1088,  1118,  U5S, 
lUT,  UOl,  1183,  U88, 1178,  UTt,  1188. 


Digitized  by 


INDEX/ 


1209 


Corfcsra,  JiMM  B.,  4M. 

Adjt  mad  Insp.  Gen.'s  Office,  C.  S.  A.,  171,  U77. 
Bnntttt  of  ConMTtptioD,  C  3.     7U,  888, 888. 
Belative  to  mtdj  morcacnta  prohibited,  HS. 
lMcgnphio,8SS. 

War  Dvputauoit,  C.  S.,  171, 780, 781,  llfiZ. 
With  enemy,  h»beM  corpu«  Mi,  203, 204. 
CMtoik 

Bonds  fi>r  pnrebaM  or  ooutrnctkHi  of  BtMmen, 

8.7. 

Dmtmction  to  avoid  oaptare,  1066, 1097. 
Exohuige  for  Bappliei,  9, 10, 154, 617,  CI4, 842,  MS, 

651. 877-^,  688,  «8»,  718, 73C,  78B,  7W. 
Exportetlon,  4, 10, 23, 2S,  30, 4S,  43, 61, 77, 78, 80, 81,* 

113, 114. 153, 164,  ISl,  182, 106, 187, 160, 184, 213, 

241,  »1, 402, 418,480, 448, 618, 681, 633,880, 1160, 

1180,1181. 

IJoaaed  by  HorUi  CaroUu  to  0.  S.  OovwnnMnt, 
418,417. 

PaTment  for  rappUM  wlUi,  864, 886, 870;  871, 423, 
484. 

ProvisioD  of  Auds  for  Agents  kbroMi,  667-690. 
KogDlMioDB  governing  ezportatlao,  167-189. 208, 

307, 239, 240, 245, 246,  a»,  806-807. 
SUpsMDt*,  241, 851, 030. 
Trade  in  Yirfinik,  285-288. 
Tndo  «n  the  Ulwlssippi  lUrer.  282^84. 
'  Txttn-HtHlaalppi  Departrnmli,  288. 
CMitMr,  Thoww  I. 
AathOTitj  to  enllat  company  for  aeorel  service, 

ao2. 

CorrMpondoioe,  War  DepartmeBt,  G.  S.,  902. 

Mentioned,  302, 581. 
CoarU-Martlal. 

Hodee  of  proc«dnra,238. 

Fowera,eto.,192,190. 

SevlsloD  of  prnfuwidlnga,  1114. 
CnnHb,  JiAa  L. 

Antborlty  to  reoniit  C  S.  odored  troopa,  1194. 

VsDtioned,  1194. 
Gewper,  P.,  506, 507. 
Cu,  H.  J.,  548. 
C«xe,  Joka  E.,  320. 
Crafta,  Qeorge  J.,  ssi. 
Cmls«,  BartM,  1186. 
Craaet  A.  i.,  808. 
Cmrlbrd,  Martin  J. 

CoiraapondMwe : 
Cobb,  H.,  463. 
Cobb,  L.,  481. 

Mentioned,  458,1185. 
Crawfbrd,  W.  H.,  072. 
Creek  KatJoa. 

Delegate  to  C.  8.  Congresa,  1101. 
CMnabmr,  OetoTlu  A.,  633,066. 
Cranabaw,  VlUtaa  6.,  166, 156, 301, 308, 527JW8,000. 
Crraafeaw  A  Co.,  788, 780, 781, 782, 901. 
CHttMiden,  B.  W.,  0T3. 
Crockett,  Jlokn  V.,  1188. 
Croaiwell,  Ollrer,  886, 
Croaa,  WUIUh  B.  B. 

CorreapoadBnoe,  Q.  U.Oen.'BOffloe.C.  S.  A.,10SB. 
See  also  QuarUrmasUr-Omi^rai'M  O/m,  0.8.  A. 

Mentioned,  1088. 


Croaae,  Hr.,4U. 
CfBlkiiluuk,  H.  H.,  1180. 
CalborMB,  Aayairtaa  B.,  811. 
CaUaa,  George  V.,  864. 
CawMlaga,  J.  F. 
Correspond  enoe : 
Fienob.&.B.,117. 
0«o^a,Oi|Temor  ot,  117,  lU,  isa 
Snbafatenoe  Department,  C.  S.  A.,  116. 
UanUoned,  80^  106,  lOT,  888. 
CannliWkm,  6eerg«  W.,  MB,  600. 
Carrie,  John  B.,  072. 
Carrln,  Darld  B.,  1186, 1188, 1191. 
Carry,  Jabei  L.  M. 
Commleaioner  for  Anny  of  Timnrnwim  (C), 

liabeaa  corpus  act,  211, 212. 
CorrespondeDoe,  War  Department,  C.  S.,  81S. 
Mentioned,  137. 1186. 1188. 
Oafttn^BobertL. 

CoiTMpondenee,  H.  J.  Leg^,  804. 
Caatoms.   See  Trade  and  Inltmmrm. 
D.  BUIs,  Schooner,  1057. 
Babaej,  VilUam  H.,  811. 
Dahlgrea,  Ulrie,  325, 826. 
Dardea,  Stephea  H.,  1181. 
Dargan,  Edward  8.,  187,1188. 
Darea,  flraham,  607. 
BarMwa,  A.  T.,  137, 118^  1188. 
DarMaoB,  Jamaa  L. 
Correepondesoe,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gm- 

eral'a  Office,  C.  8.  A.,  TO. 
Hentioned,  822. 
Daria,  B.  P. 
Authority  to  recruit  C  S.  colored  troopa,  1194. 
Correspondence,  S.  Jonea,  1194. 
Daria,  Benjamin  f. 

Correapondenoe,  Governor  of  Florida,  2L 
Baria,  Oeorge. 
Attmnej-'Genaral,  C  S.,  118A. 
Owreapondenoe.  See  A%.  Om-'t  OJloa,  0. 8. 
Uentioiied,  546.700,875. 1184,1188, 1187. 
Daria,  H.  B.,  617. 
Darli,  JeAraoB. 
Address  lo  people  of  Confederate  Btatae,  117L 
Address  to  soldiers,  IM,  106. 
Cironlar  letter  to  Governors  of  States,  on  sub 
Jeot  of  harmony  of  action  with  regard  to 
allena,6nk 
OondDCt  of  the  var,  13,  IS,  67-70. 
Correspondoice : 
Adjtandlnsp-Geu.'s  Office, G. 8. A^ 447, 477, 

710, 888. 866, 858, 869, 970. 970, 095,  BOO,  1181. 
Alabama,  GovemoriHtS61,875, 2BB,S16,322,0ri. 
Anderson,  C,  477. 
Anderson,  JT.  B.,  661. 
AndeTaon,F.,4a4. 

Attorney  .General's  Office,  C.  S.,  818. 
Beaore^rd,  G.  T.,  716. 

Bragg,  B.,  818,801. 809,8»,eS4,«80,a81,724,841. 
Bragg,  T.,  200. 

Brand,  7.  B.,  1180. 
Brandon,  W.  L.,S23. 
BreoUnridge,  J.  C,  81. 
Breckinridge,  B.  J.,  jr.,  flOl. 
Brent,  A.  J. ,519, 
Browno,  W.IL,  289, 1118. 
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DkTlt,  JAftoMHi— Contbraad. 
CoRMpaadenoe ; 
Baakii«r,S.B.,31. 

BonMi  of  CoMeriptioB,aS.A..  tn,  DMM. 
787,8H,MS. 

CbMnben,  J.  v.,  89B.  M 
Chenat,J.,Jr.,8M,8«7. 

Oajbrcok,  B.  A.,  Sit. 

Obqrtoa,A.U.,s08. 

CUTton,  1010. 

Clenwsts,  U.,  SK. 

Cobb,  B.,  532. 660, 1015,  IIU. 

CoopMa,  C.  8.,  20, 40, 429, 8U,  8S0, 018-Mb  IM^ 

loiB,  lou,  ioo«,  1000, 1111,  uas,  IIM. 

DMMat.W.F.,US. 
K1U«,J.W.,1M1. 

FlortdA,  OoTsmorof;  U,ISO;4St.ai5.fln.U10. 

Fon7th,J.,1110.  • 
Oartnll,  L.J.,2r7. 

G«OTgU,  0«T.  of,  12, 401, 446.  on,  MB,  tn,  lOU. 

Gleiiii,J.A.,714,«ei 
Gnerr7,T.L.,826,81B. 

Hodce,fl.B.,UT,fln. 
Hiid«OB,T.,890i 
Htuit«r,B.H.T^«H. 
JobitMD,H.T^6B2. 
JobnstoB,  J.  E.,  SS. 
Jonea,J.fi.,  884. 
Kane,  G.  P.,  717. 
LftWMni,P.A.,IMn. 

B.  B.,  MS,  1187, 1100, 1178. 
Lee,  a.!).,  617. 
Lewis,  J.  81. 
Lloyd,  T.  S.,83a,B38. 
1Ck)u1i^,D.,434. 
HoH«IU,T.  B.,100e. 
Unntb,  A.  G.,  063. 
lCuin,A.D.,401. 
lf«ther,J.  esse. 

UlMlulppl,  Governor  of,  626, 736, 1080, 1088. 
ICorgmn,  J.H.,81. 

Kftvy  D^pwtment.  a  B.,  630, 681, 1008. 

Newbm,W„U18. 

irteb«t,IbB.,fl»,». 

Hortb  OaroUnft,  eoT«niorof,  11, 61, 77, 104, 188, 

208, 217, 264, 300,  on,  7U,  848. 
Oldfaun,  W.6.,107S. 
Ordnuioe  I>^purtmeiit,C.S>  A.,sn. 
Phelu,J.,707,«06. 
PiiuIX,401. 
Polk,  L.,  17*.  880. 

Fo«M)ttM  D^Htment,  C.  S..fffa. 

8eddai,J.A..1048. 

SbMW.J.D.,  1180. 

Smith,  E.K.,S84,im 

Sontta  CuoUdk,  Governor  of,  070. 

Sparrow,  B.,  897. 

State  Department,  G.  8.,  1070. 

Stephens,  A.  H.,  840. 034, 1000, 1008. 

Stranshao,  B.  L.,  610. 

BtriMMlow,  J.  H.,  1887. 

Teua,  QOTemorirf;  sa 


IhiTla,  Jefcaea— Oontlniied. 
Oorr«apoDd«iiee: 
ThnnpaoD,  J.,  STB,  838. 
Treamrr  Departniont,  O.  B.,  801, 888, 1MB. 
TDnMr,T.P.,448. 

VlrgtoU.  GoTMBOr  of;  580,  OH.  880,  llO,  IIBB. 

TirglBla  Leglalatan,  1090^  1088. 

WarDepartnMDt,  C.  8.,  1, «,  18, 14, 32, 40;52, 107. 
147, 378-878, 822-834, 883,430.457,  501.630.846, 
660-652,  SOB,  681, 002, 810, 034,  OH,  714,  717, 718, 
734,750,803,818,  ai4, 838-838. 850, 881,  90S,  B28w 
848, 061, 086, 071, 002,  906, 808, 1014, 1048, 1070, 
1083, 1084, 1096, 1098,  llU,  1188. 

WataoB,J.  W.GnlUS. 

w«at,F.H.,8a8,8afc 

*  WnUune,C.,88L 
WHbM*,J.K.,B8B. 
Tri|fat,A.B.,83B,8IB. 
Wright,  U.,  880. 
DeMrten,8ei 

Bnropean  reoognlttoa,  1100. 

General  ataff  of  Army,  450-485,  U74. 

Eabeaa  oorptu,  OB,  70, 300, 201, 428, 480, 1183,  1184. 

fatpwimenta,  1133. 

Ibntlonad,  6, 14, 16, 21, 28,  SO,  88,  60.68, 87,  68,  70l 
76, 61-83, 104, 108, 106, 118,116. 121,  U6,US,  168, 
164, 188, 118. 178-181^  US.  100, 181-184, 188-18^ 
808,804,308,213,234,333.234,889,346,848,384, 
268, 270, 275,  279-281, 394. 206, 300, 308,  306, 308, 
818-831, 838, 328, 820, 881-338, 336, 841,  345, 347, 
870-374, 382, 388, 308-400, 408, 410, 419, 421, 486, 
428,430,432,488-489,442,443, 447, 448, 462-454, 
468, 4S3, 404, 472, 476. 477, 488. 402-408, 51 1,  S12, 
617,618,624,528,681,682,646,561,662,688,670, 
661,684,681,010.616,681,638,61^682.687,640^ 
641,656-688,688,714.715,738,781,788,716.738, 
746, 748, 794, 701^  778, 780, 788, 808, 812. 817, 8B, 
815, 886, 887, 840, 847-«l,  864, 855, 806. 886,883^ 
888, 894, 887, 937, 939, 938,980,  Ml,  943,  946,047, 
868,  850,  >00,  865.  070.  S61,  003,  0S6,  1006-1010, 
1014, 1016, 1080, 1035-1087, 1045-1047, 1066, 10«^ 
1080^  1070, 1061-1088, 1096,1009.  mO,lU24U0- 
1118, 1128, 1136,  U36, 1138,1188,1189.  U43-1U8, 
U66, 1166, 1161, 1103;  1166-U86,U70^UT8;  U74, 
1178, 1180, 1183^1184. 

MeaaHM  to  ConffTMB,  10, 40,67.107,  IU,86M88, 
HO,  450, 471^  478^  668. 708.808. 810;  888, 880, 048- 
968,998, 1016, 1837-1080, 1056, 1058, 1006, 1009; 
nil,  1134-1187, 1184, 1166. 

unitary  oonrts,  847. 

Kegima  aa  aoldierB,  797-790,  lUO,  1188. 

Peace  propoeftio&s,  11, 800, 836-838,  840,  084-940^ 
1000-1004, 1066, 1184, 1185. 

Pnatdeat  oftbeOoDfeaerate8tat«e,U64. 

PiwdamatlOB,  day  of  pnblle  fhattnx,  bamUU- 
tloiL  and  pn^er,  1087. 

Betn-gaDlaaUon  of  Cabinet,  1040^1048. 

Beport  Houae  U llltary  Coramlttae  on  neaaafa 
of  Har.  13, 1866. 1144-1147. 

Beport  Seleot  Oongreaalonal  Committee  oa  >Ma- 
aage  of  Mar.  18, 1866,  U48-1163. 

Beoolntiona  of  oonfldetiee  in,  04, 1110. 

Hecret  aooletlea,  07. 

Treaam,  6T-70l 

trrgea  extanatai  of  eomaripUoB,  114, 116. 
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DsTls,  Xleholw,  lias. 
Anil,  iMiba,  11B8. 
■»to,WlllliB8.,4a 

»stu  A  PitakMA,  ^  no,  m,  07S,  m 

■avfclat,  iamn  S.,  1188. 
itmra,  Hamtj,  SoboODsr.STS. 
HwMB,  Tbowu  H. 

Comsptmdcnoe : 
Noppera,  J.  D.,  077. 
War  D^Miterat,  C.  S.,  STB. 
Mentioned,  671 
HonMf  807. 
>avl«f ,  Ahm%  830. 
MeriTtJohalt.,  648. 
De  Bow,  J.  D.  B.,  M8. 
De  Closet,  Aleua4«r,  1186. 
De  Janetto,  Dailel  C,  187, 1188, 118L 
••■eNt,  WUUm  F. 
Coneapondenoe : 
Adjt.  and  Insp.  Oen.'n  (Mm,  C.  8.  A.,  847. 
DstIb,  Jefitoaon,  546. 
Lm,B.B.,ML 
MeMtlfliieil;54<, 
Baaefn,  JoMfk. 

Com^ondMiee,  War  Dspwtment,  C.  8.,  688. 
VuihaH,  t9hm,  U. 
Deala,  JalM  C. 
Aa^gned  oommandant  of  oonaorlpta,  Mlaala- 

afppi,S78. 
U«ati<nMd,«8,87e. 
DawrUn. 

Apprebeiutoa  and  dolirory,  SM,  880,  MS,  S7«, 
11U,111»-112<. 

Bdlatmant  prohlUtad,  886, 714,  U78. 

Habeaa  oorpna  act,  a03, 904. 

Harboring,  eto.,  of  entloliig  to  doaart,  188, 108, 
204,366.284,1178. 

Indnoemente  to  deaert  from  V,  8.  Axmj  $mA 
KftV7, 001, 1041, 1042. 

Ueaanrea  to  ■eonre  return  of,  707-710, 

Kamber,  Uar.  3, 1865,  IIU,  1123. 

Bemarka,  JeOnwn  Davis,  88. 

Botnmed  to  Amy,  868,  llOfc 

Bolls  of,  monthly,  618, 876, 876.' 

Uoioii,  376-378,  S68. 081, 888-806. 
99  Taax  *  Co.,  7. 
Bevereu,  JeU  H.,  408,410,413,418. 
Ita  Witt,  W.  H.,  1188. 
n^jmooitt  Joaeyk,  1181. 
Diadem,  Sohooiter,I067. 

DIcUmmWi  Jaaw  8. 

Comapondenoe,  War  D«p«rtment,  0. 8.,  884. 

Manttoned,  1190. 
IMUoa,  Bdward,  8W. 
MMharKa  ofEaUated  Mea. 

Bxplratlon  of  term,  S88. 
Minora,  1163. 

Over  lorty-flve  yeara,  1U8. 
Dix,  John  1.*  846. 
»lzan,  Bokart  B.,  1016, 1017. 
Bohsaa,  W.  W..  807. 
Bw,  Stauar,  4, 10, 28, 38, 38, 118, 164, 861. 
DmahMtHlelud. 

Cwrcapondaiwa,  O-.  P.  Kmw,  61t. 


Banaj,  Anatana  W.,  67S. 
Boraar,  f .  T.  B..  736. 
Bwteh,  WUltaa  T. 

Oomapondoioa,  War  Sapartawnt,  C.  S«888. 

Hationed.  U7, 1U7,  U80. 
Dw<M,  irailaM,  818. 
BM^tr,  Mr.,  444. 
Bw^Mt,  Kr.,  444. 
Doaglaa,  J.  8.,  972. 
Bawd,  fl«ir7  1.,  748. 
B«wd,W.C.,884,88a. 
Brawry,  C.8.S.,  m. 
BnU,  Vaaaal,  968. 
Brtlv,T.D.,Jr. 

CorrespondensB.  8aa AtkaMmMDv*.,  a& A. 
BaB;WUllaM  Im»64S. 
DaaaU,  C.  B. 

Aotang  Sapt.  of  Conaoriptlon,  C.  a  A.,  1183. 

Correapoodonoe,  See  Bttrtmt  qf  OonMriplion, 
0. 8.  A. 

If  enttonad,  010, 611, 6B8, 970,  lui. 
BagiBf  BMaad,  738» 
Bnaaa*  Jaaa  BapUrta,  866. 880. 
Bueaa,  J.  W.,  1017. 
I  Daacaa,  JaaMa  1. 

CorTeBpoDdeno^  Q.  F.  Plana,  1118. 
Danaiora,  John  Bnrrv,  188, 188. 
!  Duu,  A.  W.,  066. 
'  Dapoat,  Laauiot,  Sehoooar,  1007. 
I  Divoat,W.S. 

AotltaritT  to  recruit  a  8.  oolond  troopa,  IIH. 
Cwreopondonoo,  S.  Jonea,  11*4. 
Itapr8,  l<aabu  J.,  UT.  841, 84S;844, 1U8,  lUOi 
K.  F.  LtwU,  Behomer,  1068. 
Barty,  Jahal  A.,  S30, 767, 857, 888: 
Baat  Taaaeaaaa,  BapaifeMMt  •£ 

Conunlaalotter,  hal>eaa  oorpoa  aot,  211, 213. 
laat  Tanaaaaae  aad  Geor^a  Ballroad. 

Bmployfia  exonaed  tttm  drilU,  687. 
Eflhola,Joha. 
Correapondenoe: 
Lea,£.B..  116Bi 
War  D^utetn^  C.  8.,  886^  818. 
UenUonod,  802. 808, 808, 8U,  1188^  1181 
Beholif  Joaepk  H.»  1186: 
Behola,  WiUiaat  B. 
Coneapondenoe,  Qoramor  of  Boath  CnnAaa, 

1036, 1026. 
Uentloned,  1018, 1030, 1033. 
I  Bdwavda,  1.  F. 

'     Corraapcadwa,  aohalatanoe  Dept.  C  8.  A.,  403. 
H«itiaBed,406. 

BlBM,J.B.,94.  , 

HfM,  C.  LeB,,400. 
!  Elklaa,  B.  8.,  19. 

Ella,  Btoanier,  067. 

SUat,Bearr  T.,  1184. 

Ellicott,  John,  700, 70S. 

BlUagtaa,  Private,  607. 

BBtott,  B.  8,,  648. 

BllMt,  J«hB  B.,  1166^  1188, 1190. 

BUliS  Bm  Beboonar,  1067. 

BUlifJthaW. 
Con«apo&daM4  Jaflhram  Davit,  104L 

Bll7Ha,B.K.t808. 
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KiMrt  Arnold. 

AMltmnenta  te  eanmuid,  StS. 

CorTMpODdcBoe,  Adjotaot  and  Inapeotor  Gen- 
cnl'a  Offlee,C.  B.  A.,  M 

llmtlomd.  Itt.  »1. 61S. 
Kmma  ReRrj,  Steunw,  WW. 
Emm  L.  HftU.  B«rk.  10(& 
Bnpntt  Tk«i«u,  Bark,  1068. 
EiglMer  Corpt,  V,  8. 1. 

OrganlnUon,  eto..  190, 9U,  lOU. 

Tmwfbr  of  oflloen  to  snglnnr  troopM,  0. 8.  A 

in. 

■■^••r  Voputmit,  C  B.  1. 

AppTDprfkUoBB,  189, 480, 6SB. 

CoDditkm,  Doedft,  ebs.,976, 080,001,  loe«-1086,10»6. 

Cmreopondmoe: 

Adjt.  ud  Insp.  Oen.'s  Offloe,  0.  S.  A.,  VTL 

Lee,R.E.,S2»,88S. 

North  CuvUn*,  GoTemw  of,  B70. 

War  Department,  C.  8.,  40,  812,  80S,  576,  668, 
742,  778,  888,  070,  080,  lOOT,  lOU,  1030,  lOM, 
1084, 1114, 1117. 
DetitUo,  1101, 1108-1108. 

Dlraotion  and  control  of  Impreaaed  negroes,  808. 

Eatlmatea  of  appropriattoo.  778, 779. 

Gilmer,  J.  F.,  CUef  of  Bnreaa,  1188. 

Pro  rata  diatrlbatkni  of  appropriations,  627, 828. 

RJtm,  a.  L.,  Aoting  Chief  of  BamMi,  1188. 

Smith.  H.  L.,  Chief  of  Boreui,  901, 1188. 
Airlaeer  Troopa*  C  8. 1. 

OrgBDlsation,  stnngUi,  oto^  190,  Ul,  1088, 1064. 
B»llfte«MoB. 

Bona^  to,  fai  Bttrlea  six  mntlio  ttm  Apr.  1, 
1804,178,184. 

OlothUig,  1033, 1084. 

Commotatlon  of  rations,  S8, 84, 808. 

Deocriptlve  Uata,  163. 288. 

Details,  403,  SOI. 

Diacharge.  208, 1158. 

BxamlnatiOD  of  detailed,  for  field  doty,  1188. 
Extra  duty  pay,  etc.,  S01-fi03, 628, 684. 
Fnrlonghs,  168, 178, 749, 899. 
booMO  of  pay,  4SS. 
Invalid  Gorpe,  214-216, 1088. 
Fay  of  detailed,  3. 

Promotion  for  skill  and  Talor,  84, 100, 1167. 
Sale  of  ration!  prohibited,  66flL 
SoonU  and  ffoardsln  Uiseiasippi  Valley,  498, 4M. 
Statement  of  last  payment  to  deaaawd,  I. 
Tobaooo  ration,  200, 870. 
TmwpMtation,  168. 
brollbig  OBem. 
Congressional  dlatriot,  aboUsbed,  67R,  76a 
Duties,  ete.,  40-48,  87, 163, 818-S88,  489,  SOB,  BIO, 
1176, 1177. 

Bevislon  and  correction  of  enrollment.  It. 
Enrollment  aBdCoaseriplloi  Of  C.B.Porees.  See 

OontartptUm. 
Ensltat* 

Apptrfntaneot,  el«.,  190, 402. 

Offloe  atMriished,  1167,  U6S. 
Sriucnr,  bdla  T. 

Correapwdenoe,  C.  J.  HoBao,  188. 

Mentioned,  185. 
Krlanf«r  A  Co.,  158,241. 
Bshlemaa,  Benjamin  P.,  S»4. 
SatsU,  Carrie,  Brlf,  1087. 


Kstsns,W.lf. 
Commiaa Loner  for  Uiasissippi,  babeaa  oorpoa 

act,  267. 

ComspMideaeei  Tar  Department,  GL  B^tBl. 
nU  Canltoe,  Sehoens,  1087. 
Bnka«k,  fl.  P.,  972. 
tastlB,  Ahram,  820. 
Bf  e,  P.  Edgeworth,  B86. 
Bwell,  Blehard  B. 

COTTespondenoe : 
A4)t.  and  Inap.  Oen.'s  Offloe,  a  B.  A.,  747. 
HanoDck,  F.  W.,  1108. 
PMt-OOoe  Dopiutneiit,  G.  8., 971, 974. 

If enUoBOd,  820^  070.  sn,  988, 1U4,  U8I. 
Kwing,  Oewge  W.,  137, 1186. 1188, 1100. 
Bxamlnlag  Boards  for  CiMaertpts. 

Appointment  dntlea,  ete.,  86,  tat,  188,  U78, 1177. 
Kxehaage,  Delirarr*  olc,  of  PriMMn. 

Remarks: 
Davia,  Jeffienon,  707. 
Secretary  of  War,  C.  8.,  3SS,  836, 784-766. 
Bzoeattn  BofutmMta,  C  B. 

CndlttOD,  needs,  etc.,  1006. 

iBorcased  compenaatton  bead*  at,  etc,  488. 

Principal  officials,  1881-1868, 1184. 

ReorganlaatloB  of  Cabinet.  1040-1048. 
Bxemptlona  ftom  Conscrlptloa. 

Acta  of  C.  S.  Congreaa.  178-181. 

Agents,  eto.,  tax  In  kind,  548. 

Agrionltoriats  and  overseers,  179,240,00a.  flW. 

Apotbeoarles,  ITiL 

Cattle  Battoaon  In  Florida,  780, 781. 

DnBkardB,240. 

Edltwt  and  empl<^te  of  newapapen,  I79;47X4T3. 
Xxhiblts,  Apr.  16, 1862-Febraary,  L888, 108,  380- 

883, 1102, 1103,  lUO. 
Former  laws  ropealed,  ITS. 
Frandolent.  2S. 

Mechanlos,  Ordnance  Dept.,  C.  S.  A.,  10S2, 1083. 

Uembers  and  offloera  of  G.  S.  Congress.  17ft 

lilniiiters  of  the  Gospel.  179. 

Knmber  of  State  offiona  on  ottUBcato  of  Oot- 
eraors,  851, 866-870. 

PersoDB  and  obMoes,  178-181, 188, 118-284, 238, 239. 
404, 406,615. 

Pbysidana,  170. 
■  Foetal  employ^  170. 

Presidsnta  and  teaohers  of  ooUegee,  etc.,  170. 

Public  neoesaity.  170. 

Pnblio  Printer  and  Jonmeymea.  179. 

Railroad  offlolals  and  employAs,  179, 888-flOl. 

Regtdations,  86,  ^  181, 182, 515, 618. 

Bellgloas  opinions,  178, 188. 

Kmarka,  Jefibiwm  Davis,  1118,  IIIB,  U8S. 

Revision  uid  oorreotloB,  12, 28, 57. 

Society  of  Friends,  240. 

BtAte  officials  and  Leglslataree,  170. 

Snperlntendente,  phyalcians,  and  niuaes  of  aay* 
Inms  and  pnblio  hospitals,  179. 

Yl*.Pi«aldent,  a  8.,  179. 

Seo  also  re^eetive  States. 
Kxaard,  William. 

Correapondenee,  L.  J.  OartnD,  106. 

Mentioned,  105, 106. 
Pagan,  James  P.,  089. 
Paleon,  Steamer,  U6, 666. 
PalluMr,  JoMnrat  898, 884, 886-888. 
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Fukle,  SleuiMr,  161, 861. 

Put,  J.  a.  r.,<M. 

rMlH.  Ur.,  807. 

ComspondMifle : 
TnMiii7  DepartmeDt,  C.  B.,&a. 
Wm  Dcp^utmeat,  0. 8.,  SOS. 

PImi  for  tmpTCMmeDt  of  BappUMiOOS-flOA. 
PuTow,  Hnrj  P.,  OSS. 
Panow*  JuM,  137,1188,1191. 
ParettoTlUe  <IT.  C.)  Otawnr,  188. 
FMni,  Tk«MM,  1185. 
P«U4«i,  H.  Wuijst,  613. 
PallowB,  fiMrgo,  810, 811. 

Fmmu*  b.  1.,  m. 

FnwUkt  Joka  B.,  820. 
FarvMMt  J.  B.,  jr. 

C«veqKaidaace,Qiurteniuut«r-G«Mnl'»oa«e, 

C.  a  A..  074, 084. 
HsBUoned.  1S5,      280;  SOI,  8aB,  607,  B88,  ers,  ns, 

MS. 

F«rg«ma*  Suinl  W.,  285. 
PortitM,  WIUUm  e.f  73C 
FtouM. 

BondStCS.! 

Aota  of  a  a  Ooivnw,  110,  U8-1S1, 482. 

Istoiwt  eerttHMtM,  110,  111. 

Faymeiito  for  sopidiM  with,  253. 
Certdflcstea  of  indebtedneu,  253-255, 4«6, 473. 
Coin,  Aot  of  C.  B.  Congreu,  lAmr.  17,  1806,  1155, 
1150. 

Cotton  bond*  for  parohMe  or  constroctiou  of 

■Utament,  8, 7. 
Deflolanoy  of  funds.  841,  »42. 
Ponds  fin  »gtatm  abroMi,  164^,  SUK  »1. 

M8,  aasjr ,  801, 80S,  B20-U8^  8ST-S80,  m-ffn, 

PnrdiaM  «f  eamax^  of  Unltod  Statea,  88, 8B, 

477,741,742. 
RednctioD  of  (he  onmmy.  353-S8S. 
Bemarks: 
DftTla,  JoftrMii,  887, 704r-TOa. 
Lee,B.B.,858.2M. 
Seoretaryof  War.  a  8.,  864,986. 
Traamy  notaa:  ■ 
Aota  «f  C.  S.  Omgtew.  188-181, 488. 
P^rmeiita  for  aappUea  with,  968, 264. 
FlMfaa,  JoBOph,  824. 
FlHlayaoa,  Jofca. 

CoTreBpoiideDoe,().  M.  Osd.'s  Ottee»  C  8.  A.,  748. 
PtiBlO,  T.  J.,  688.700,702. 
Plaber,  Ephraia  B.»  823. 
ntacorald)  Ur..444. 
ntahagh*  Hwart  H.,  890. 
ntspatrlefc,  Biehar4,  «S5,  nO. 
PlarefiTiwa  Boata. 

Exempted  fimn  dee  traction,  288. 
PlB«a. 

ConaoUdsted  raglmenU,  1108. 

Diapoaition  of  captured,  571. 
PlaMlago,  Steamer,  520. 
PlaBnor,  Joseph  B.,  1117. 
Ploral  Wnath,  Sohoosar,  10S7. 
PlMrite. 

Agriooltsral  details,  1104. 

Alleged  Irregolaritiee  of  a  8.  Impreuinc 
oOeara,  48-18,  BOO,  681. 


Florida- Continned. 
Confecenoe  of  ImpreaamoDt  oouBilssknura  at 

UontgMnery,  Ala.,  006. 
Desertara  retoraed  to  Army,  3^  1109. 
Batlaate  of  military  reaoaroes,  886. 
EzhlUta  of  eonsorlpta  anrolled,  oxempted,  do- 

taUed.  aadgnad,  etc,  80S,  1101-U8T. 
Exportation  of  cotton,  100, 107. 
Jfaaanies  for  defense,  08S. 
Measoiea  to  provide  aapplieo,  498, 800. 
Members  of  C.  S.  Congress,  1166, 1187-1180. 
Men  ftimlabed,  302, 000.  UOl. 
Military  a&lra  in.   Remarks : 
Florida,  Governor  of,  16, 17. 
Hoge,  J.  B..  106. 
Millsr,  W.,  aaaigned  and  relieved  oomroandant 

of  oenaoripta,  06,618. 
IfnnltlMW  ef  war,46,88,  lU. 
Operatlona  in.  See— 
Florida  EecptdUion.  Fa>.  6-9t.  1864. 
OtutUe,  or  Oeaon  Pond.    EngagnnMU,  Feb. 
00,1864. 

Ofgn.,  equip.,  etc.,  of  vols.,  15-17, 21-23,  111,  US. 
Qnota  Impnased  ^ves,  933. 
Baomitnwntof  Penr'a  brigade,  16-17, 21-^  Ul, 
lU. 

Beaerve8,4«t,BlT. 

Sobednles  of  prices  for  proTlsi<mSi  ete.,  086. 
State  offloera  exempted  tnm  conacriptionon  oar- 

tifloate  of  Governor,  851. 
Snppllea  for  soldiers'  lilies,  14, 15, 18-21, 47, 48. 
Florida,  Idjataat  and  Inspector  General  of. 
Correapondenoe.  Governor  of  Florida,  060, 
Ordera, General, aeries  1864i  Noa.  11, 14, 625. 
Fl«iWa,  ttaramer  af. 
Address  to  people,  686. 
GorreapondeiMe: 
B^ley,W..500. 
Bryan,  C.  A..  21. 
Clarke,  T.E.,  21. 
Davis,  B.F.,81. 

Davla,  Jefferson,  15, 880, 404, 026, 071,  IIIO. 
Florida,  Adjt.  and  Znsp.  Oea.  o^  668. 
Georgis,  Ooremor  of,  SOS. 
Lang,  D..  81. 

North  Carolina,  Goremor  of,086t  721. 
Biobardi,  J.  B.,47. 

Taylor,  D.  B.,  SI. 
Taylor,  J.  L.,  21. 
Talbert,J.M.,21. 
Walker,  N.  B..21, 
Wall.  P.O.,  47. 

War  Department,  a  8.,  14, 46,  111,  488, 660. 
White,  P.  W.,  18, 19, 
Whitnw,B.F.,Sl. 
Beaponae  to  oall  for  oonferenoe  at  Angnatv 

J«'.Mlt 

Response  to  Oovemor  Broim's  propoaigg 

ativeto«xportatlonofprodaota,808,^|,  ^ 
Florida  Expedition.  tstattl 

Feb.  6-22, 1864, 824. 
Florida  Legislatare.  ^  ^ 

ImpreasnMit  of  negroea,006. 

Beoolath»  of  oonfldenee  In  Jefliaram  Da;^^ 
IIW.  !' 
nuMn  Batlroad. 

Betooval  of  inn,  BtL 
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Fl«rtd>  (C). 

Cvrtiwj-BmttMontt  ia^  tf,  tt,Ult 
nrj  BattallM,  7B0, 711. 

CmnlTj-BtgtmmUi  fli,  17. 
Fltrie,8tMuinr.lOBi. 

Fiofd^j^j.,  an. 

Plor4*  W.  J.,  8. 
Foll«,  Gq>Uin,m 
PMte,  H«BiT  ft**  un,  lltL 
PMte,  JMm  H.,1UT- 
F« rtot,  I.  H. 
CoBBiiMloner  for  Vh-gtala,  lubaM  eorpw  aat, 

CorrMpoiKkiMW,  War  DspwtaMDt,  a  8..  W. 
Pwd,  L.  H.,  1186. 

BuiBbineDt  ftom  0«orgto,  580. 

Ctrcolar  letter  of  Jelbnon  Dmvls  to  Ootwdots 

of  StetM,  on  ■nldeot  of  harmony  of  aethni 

■with  regard  to,  V70. 
EmigntUoa  of  PolUh  exile*  and  Seotohmea  en- 

oonragsd,  6IS,  ns. 
EBlfatnMBt  of  Amiga  priaonm  irf  war  b  C  S. 

Amy,  eM,  m,  83i,  ax,  1011. 1012, 1088. 
nntign  dencnt  In  the  ITorth.  4-4. 
Iiidn«aBMBta  to  daaart  from  V.  B.  Army  and 

KsTy.etl. 

Ueaaarea  to  eeeoro  asivioea  of,inC.8.Army, 
«25,«2«. 

NoD-realdenU  eoUtled  to  leave  the  Gonfed- 

eraoy,804. 
FaaBporta,8aB,«T0. 
TiMUBant  in  Vorth  CamUiia,  7M. 

See  alM  Altai  Awmto. 
Vtielim  ■•latlona. 

Bemariia.  Jdhteon  Dkvte,  TM-TN. 
Foreaan,  Thoauu  ■.,  1180. 
Forreat,  Hathan  B. 
CorreapoDdence : 
AA|i       Inep.  Oen.'s  OOoe,  a  a  A.,  1. 
Folk,  L.,2»,38t.811. 
Uentiooed,  88,  SS«,6S0^  768,980, 1183. 
Ferfytt,  Charlee,  ]86B,1088. 
ranjrtk,  Jafea. 

CoireapoiideDoe,  Jeflteaan  Skvla,  1110. 
FMter,  Ira  B. 
Correepondenoe.  See  Omrgta,  if.  M.  Om.  ^. 
MenUoned,  lao. 
Foater,  Joka  0.,  680. 
Foflter,  ThoBua  J.,  137, 1188,  llSa 
Foater,  Tkoaua  B. 
Correapondeooe,  B.  W.  N.  Noland,  1031. 
Mentioned,  im. 
Fowler,  Wnilaa  H. 
Circular,  Alabama  Army  reoorda,  291^  100. 
'*-nttoned.28i,800. 
Karolb.^,r,  868. 

*'VB.,822. 
B»«l»"«JoIin,  807,808. 
-A.PP<3Uve).  681. 
^^SathaaMfr^uao. 
^^^JameaL. 
SrreapoudaBco.  See  iSbuhmI  Jmua, 
■aer,  Treaheiai  *  Co.,  1B8, 187.  241,  M.  W,  OS, 
*     128,  no,  688, 888, 874. 
Fnyaar*  P.  P.*  072. 
FneMB,  Tkeaua  W.^  1188. 


FrenA*  X.,  872. 
Fmneh,  S.  Baaaett. 

CoRaapoodenee: 
AllaB,A.H..OO. 
OoamlafB,  J.  F.,  117. 

Babaiatenee  D^iartmeiit,  C.  B.  A.,  80^  188,  885, 

«U,1188. 
Tlrginla,  Oorenor  of,  867. 
Uendoned,  21,  01,  lU,  MB,  181, 781^781, 781;  888. 
801,910. 
Fry,!.  B.,  Teaoel.  968. 
Fiy.flafhir.jOOO. 
Pry,  WUUaaa.,  748,888. 
Fidlar,  TheMa  C,  lUL 
F*ltM,A.8.,Tl. 
Fnk,  Jaa,,  Pnot-beat,  1087. 
FiMtM,  Dsrld,  187, 1188,  lUL 
FarlMvlu. 
Conaorlpta,  584,678. 
Oeorgia  Legtalata^^  174. 
Offloera,  Army,  1178. 
S«Ciil»tloiia,088. 
BwerTea,n8,SU. 

Slek,  ooDTBleBoaiit.  aad  womded  aaldiara,  176^ 
748,088^1178. 
Famaa,  Charlea  K.,  M,  78. 
Oafchett,  William. 

CotreBpaDdeaee,  Niter  and  Mining  Borean, 
a  8.  A..  106. 

MMitfamed,  807, 888, 701. 
fialnM,  B.  T.,  50B. 
Claltiber,  Bargeaa  8.,  187, 1188,  lin. 
earderirira,  K.  L.,  XVm. 
flarinar,  FruAlta,  817. 001. 
CtarlMr,  Jahn,  816. 
GardMT,  William  B. 

Coireapondenee,  R  Bragg,  716. 

Mentioned,  84, 66. 802, 724,  TT,  728. 780, 747, 821. 
Garland*  Aagnataa  B.,  187,1186,1188-1108. 
Qariand,  Bnftia  K.,  1100. 
Garilngton,  jL  C. 

CemapondaBOe.  Seaamlfc  OawKiin.  A^^rtawf 
tmd  IfHIpmCor  OMMroI^. 
tenatt.&F.B..0»«. 
Oanott.  VueM  B.  1180. 
Oanlaom,  Jaawa  In,  sa.  ■ 

Correapondenee ; 
Dsvla,  JeAraon,  277. 
Eaaatd,  W.,  105. 
Georgia,  Oovemor  of,  IBT. 
War  Department,  a  8..  106, 108. 
HoDtioBed,  18T,  2n,  178,  S72, 476, 1188. 
«aaae,  WtlUam  B. 
Anthority  to  reonitt  In  Mlaaonri  713. 
MeaUoited.7U. 
eayleTMr.,400. 
Oem,  TeHel,S61. 
Geaeral  OBeara. 
Ampolntment,  etc.,  lOt. 
Aidea^e^wnp,  1126,  llSfl,  1175. 
Leavea  of  abaenoe,  220. 
Opinion,  Attoraey-General,  C  S.,  81141S. 
Paj,et(^888.4ST. 

Stalls  8U^  SSI,  888,  490486,498.588,888-888, 1185. 

1118, 117S-11TS. 
Taeaporary  rank,  487, 488. 
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Addrem  or  J.  Hulridge,  et  tU,,  to  people,  832. 
Agricnltursl  detBllo  And  exsmpta,  M2,  M3,  STB, 
874, 1104. 

Allied  iiregnUiltlea  of  C.  S.  iii|pieulii( 
offloen,  449. 

Buiiabiiwnt  of  alieni  reftisiiig  to  Tolante«r,  660. 
BrawiM,  W.       MBigniiMiiU  M  conuiuuiduit 

moA  anpMlBtaBdMitof coi]sorlptt,a<»,274,281. 
CU1«  fiir  nffitla,  US,  1066,  UU. 
Camp  siurda,«to^fai  emwortpt  Berrloa  Sapt>9, 

1864, 634. 
Onaiu  BtatUUoa,  108. 
Commissioner,  habeM  eoipiu  act,  12S. 
Competition  between  State  and  Xi.  8.  asmto,  64, 

66, 152, 153. 

Conference  of  impreaamtent  ooBunlaalotMn  at 

llo&tgomery,  Ala.,  608. 
ConeorlptloD  aspporttng  force,  611. 
Conaolldatloc  of  organ laatlOMa,  U6, 687, 8K. 
Deaertm  ntonad  to  Axm7.381, 1109. 
Detailed  imn  sot  Itoble  to  mflltlft  or  EHate  dnty, 

688. 

DiatiUaUon  of  grain,  106-107,  Ufi-1». 

■nforaememt  of  oonaoriptloB  acta,  248,  Mi,  360, 
960, 376, 277, 844-34B,  871, 872, 881-886, 416-4SS, 
481-444, 446-448, 465-457, 476, 602, 686,  581,  634, 
640,<H1,  an.  1006, 1010, 1080, 1061, 1048-1660. 

Eatlmatad  ptmaatage  of  wUte  popalatioa  for- 
idabfld.108. 

Batimate  of  mllltaty  reaoimMa,100,e86. 

BxhlbltB  of  oonaorlpta  enroQed,  exempted,  de- 
tailed. aaalKiMd,  ato.,  108, 881, 871-874^  UOl- 
1100. 

BxportatloD  of  cotton,  402, 416, 438, 442. 
Howard's  l»ttallon  nm-oonaoijpta,  457-468,478. 
Heaantes  to  prorlda  snp^lea,  64, 65,  Ul,  tSS,  167, 

168,402,426,488,442. 
Haniben  of  a  8.  Congreoa,  1180, 1187-1100. 
Men  ftmUiied,  202, 168, 861, 872,  UOL 
Hon  subject  to  OMHOE^Uaa,  1881,  Ul. 
UlUtary  mOUn  In.  Bamatka,  P.  A.  Lawaou, 

067,068. 

UUltia,  290, 260, 536, 545, 560, 86^  618, 7S4, 748,740, 

882,860,1084,1068,1181. 
ICoatar  Ik  of  old  bmu  and  bsgra  tendered  by 

Gorenwr,  687, 
Operatlona  In.  See  AOanla  Oinpafgn.  May  !• 

8n>t.8,18e4. 
Paraons  aa^ojed  te  ocmaoilpt  aerrlce,  871. 
Quota  iMpretsed  aI>Tea,88aL 
Beomlting  eerrioe,  714, 901.S04. 
Reorganisation  of  State  Gnard,  18,28^81,  88,  42, 

48,40,61-63.164,165. 
Roqolsltion  fi>r  troops,  25. 

Reaerree,  1B6,  U7.S44.MB,  871,  872,  421,  422,  480. 
440,473-475. 

Bes«datlona  O.  T.AndeTaon*s  brigade,  oosdemn- 
Ing  aetlai  vt  Qonrma  teown  and  State 
Leglalatnia,  879-87& 

Baaoareea  in  men  and  pmvtolnis,  74,  TB,  US. 

Sobednlea  of  prleea  ftor  prorlslons,  ato.,  688^  104- 
706. 

Bute  offioera  exempted  from  oonsorlptlon  on 

eertiiloate  of  Oovemor,  861, 866-870, 1112. 
State  toopa,  no,  811. 47S,  688. 


Georgia — C«a tinned. 

SoppUen  for  Army  of  Virginia,  812. 
Qeorgia,  OoTenior  of. 
Gall  for  the  militia.  1181. 
Conferenoe  of  Gorentora  at  ^ognata,  706,707, 

785,786. 
Correspondence: 

Anderson,  G.  T.,  872. 

Beaungard.  G.  T.,  1068. 

Brown*,  W.K..  416^  440. 

Oobb,  H.,  847,  Sn,  W,  411, 481, 484, 40,  U6. 

Commingi,  J.     117, 118,  ISO. 

Davia,  Jefltoson,  12, 401, 446^  088;  S46,  ffTl,  1084. 

Florida,  OoTemor  of^  80S. 

Gartre1l,L.J.,U7. 

Hood,  J.  B.,  686. 

Jobnattm,  J.  E.,  472, 688. 

Jones,  S.,  1180. 

Hwth  CB«oUna,OoTeraor  of,686, 706. 
taltfc.a.W..lUl. 
Stewart,  T.R.,UST. 
Tieaanry  Departnant,  a  &,  416, 488, 448. 
War  Department,  a  8.,  28, 61. 164, 174,248, 276. 
646,660,612. 
Habeas  oorpos,  S 

Orders,  seriea  1866;  lUr.  It,  1138. 
ProeUmationa,  841^-847, 636, 660, 068, 686, 724,832. 

860, 1182. 1188. 
Propoaitton  nlatlTa  to  ozpartatkMi  of  ^codnota, 

803,880. 

BeapMiae  toreqniittlonefi>rtnM9a,81-68,U4,UB. 
Beapmiao  te  rasdntiims  of  G.  T.  AndorooD's 

brigade,  oondemaing  nation  of,  87X-S76. 
Withdraws  State  mUltla  frem  ooaamandtf  Gen- 
eral Hood,  636. 
Oeargla,  <{aarterMastor-flensral  of. 

Gorreapondenoe,  War  Dept..  C.  8.,  64,  US,  167. 
Georgia  Leglslatare. 
CouTened  by  Ootwdot.  1182, 1188. 
Torloogfaa  to  mombara  boldlng  eomndaalona  In 

Amy,  174. 
OrgDn  eqnlp.,  eto..  of  vols.,  1,  S. 
Beaolntiona: 
Conacrlptlon  act,  244. 
Habeas  oorpns  aot,  884, 888. 
Peace,  285-287, 825. 
Proseoutlon  of  the  war,  18. 
Georgia  Ballroad. 

BmployAo  axonaad  tnm  driUa,  687. 
GeorgU  Traofs  (C.)> 
OanliT— BattaKoM:  8tk  (Stete),  311i  7tt 
(A(rti).811|  «k<aate},3}li  ttttAat<),81It 
lOtfe  (AOM),  811;  IMk  (Aote),  811;  lOtk 
iStau),  SlIi  18tk  (AoM),  811|  SBtt,  686i 
lOtJi,  822. 

CAvaSry—Rtffimmti :  Mi8taU),Zll;  8d(Slafa), 
811;  4th(«fate),811)  7tk,037i  8th,586;Mk, 
636,  537;  lOtk,  688,  087)  lOlh  <<Blal0),  8U| 
lltk,  822;  62d  Partisan  Bangers,  636. 

Xaflwby-BMtaBofM.-  lit  IBtaU),  810,  811;  M 
(«Wi9.810,811|  i4(Aat*).SIl;  4tt  (Aofe). 
811;  6tfe(«a<«),Sll;  lltb  («afa),8U;  Ittk 
{»aU),m:  Utk  (StaU),31U  17a  {StaU}, 
811;  IStli an;l»th<,S(at«),811;MU 
(AoK),  8Ut  81st  iStaU),  311;  tit  IStaU). 
311;  SSd  («a(«),310,811i  Angnsto  Arsenal* 
.  474)  Hmnri>a,  458-40,478. 
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QttirtflM,  Troeyt  (C.)— ContlniMd. 
lafyattry—RtifitMittt:  1  at  BeftUn,  16,10;  lit 
ScnireifTU;  lBt(Aate),8n;  MBcHmt, 
7M;  td  Beserm,  749;  4tk  BcMrrea,  744) 
»a  SeMrT^7iei  ttk{8tau),nii  St]i,807i 
ea  (AoM),  311  i  7tll  (StaU),  3U ;  Bth  ( £taK>, 
Slli  9th(Aal«),Slli  lltk(«tati),SUt  Ittt 
(Stato),811t  SMh»714i  Mth,». 
KinaUamowi  ChmkM  I.*|laa  (Aato),  8U| 
CoWl  LeslM.  8S6i  Flqni  LvgiM  (Aoti), 
ail;  PhlUlM  i«ftn*su- 

Qkolwn,  Thoua  8.,  IIU. 

tilbboa,  Itnel,  UO. 

eiblWB«7,  Bob«rt. 
ConeapondeDoe.    8m  TirgMm,  Imprmmmtnt 
OovmisHoimt  ^, 

OlbMB,  Ur.,lS. 

CoimpmideiMa.  J.  C.  Portar,  ail. 
UentioBsd.aB6,«7. 

eilla9le,W.K.,U»- 

fiUUat,  J.  K.,  A  Co.,  520,637.038, 888, m. 
ailmer,  Jsrmj  F. 
Chief  of  SngiDeer  Btuma,  C  8.  A.,  1188. 
CorrMpondenoe : 
BeMiregud,  O.  T.,  40B. 
BolMrtMm,J.  W.,460. 
St»»iMQSngtittrDtpartmmt,O.B.A. 
]CMtIoMd.»l,  408. 881, 088,  MB,  MO,  a8B,8n,10iaL 

ioee,iu<.  1118, 1188. 

aUM«r,  Mm  A.,  lin. 
filr«,  L.  ds,  638. 
GUdUtor,  BtMmer,  670,  S78, 074. 
ClleKftroM,  B«rk,  1007. 
Uleidf,  WUUam  J.,  388. 
tileai,  Jem  A. 

Authority  to  nlao  Mwasted  brigade  In  QeoTKl*. 
71i,  M1-8M. 

ConetpoDdomi 
Cobb,B.,M8. 
DbvU,  Jefferaon,  714, 998. 

Hentlotied,801,9e8. 
eieiB,  B.  P.,  116. 
Glen,  Cut  *  Wrigkt,  116. 
flodapeed,  Sohooner,  1008. 
fi*1d>lBS,  H.  W.,  1ST. 
fltMtknlte,  Tk«M,  889-811,881. 
fioode,  Joha,Jr. 

GoTMpttBdeno*,  War  DepartaMBt,  C.  8.,  644. 

MenUoned.  187, 1189, 118L 
a— dwM,  Walter. 

Correspondence : 
Lee,  &D..  478, 608, 614. 
Polk,  L..  9. 

Mentioned,  648.461. 
flMdwiB,J.  D.^OBO. 
Ooodwra,  T.  i.,  407. 
Ooodyaar,  Caroilaa,  SehooBsr,  886, 878. 
6oTdmi,  Xi8«M  C*  lOM. 
Oordoa,  JiAa  B. 

CorreapoDdenoe,  K.  B.  Lea,  1088. 

UentloDod,  1064. 
Gordon,  WllUaa  F.^Jr,,  182,1148. 
Gorgai,  Joalah. 

OUaf  of  Ordnaaoa  Bnnan,  C.  S.  1188. 


flwgatt  jMlak— Coattmied. 
CorrMpondoioe.  See  (Mmhmc  Oipt.,  O.  B,  A. 
Hflutkmed.  27, 40, 188,888, 882,808,864,718,741,749; 
948.1188,1188. 
eameh^  B.  B.,  70S. 
(teramara  af  Ittatea. 
Ciivalar  latter  of  Jeltawm  Darla,  on  aaktfeet  of 
hanBoBy  of  Mtioa  irith  rmvd  to  aUms,  878. 
Cenfennoaat  Angoata,  Ofc,  881, 888, 811 888, 790. 
TOT,  721, 72S,  786, 788, 82^ 
8ee  alao  Oov«mora  of  re^octtTo  Statea. 
enhan, «.  D.,  117, 1189. 
flnkaa*  WllUaa  A.,  1180. 
Grant,  Bwj^  1014. 
Grant,  D.  8. 
CorreapondoBOB,  B.  X.  Lea,  1180. 
irentionad,  108,  688,  888,  717,  760,  767,  7«,  1001, 
1048,1188. 
«mTet,WllUaMC.,888. 

Mtmwjy  1180. 
«nv,Fel«rW.,  1ST,  1188. 
GrarkUl,  J.  Heafy. 
Correspondenee,  C  Terry,  719. 
Hentloned,  718. 
Greeley,  Horace,  684-680,00. 
Green,  Captain,  68. 
Untm,  1.,  TOO. 
Graeat  9mtt  C 

OorraapoBdanoe.  See  AtotmM,  9*     0m.  4^. 
Greer,  KIkAuk,  ni,  m 
Gresf,  Joka,  1180. 
Gregf ,  Kate,  Veseel,  068. 
Orlfln.Joel  R.,630. 
Gaerin,  H.  C. 
Correapondence : 
CooDer,B.'W.,413. 
Ueana,&C.,411. 

SabahrtMoa  DaiiartiBant.  C  S.  A.,  408. 
Trout,  T.B.,  408. 
Mentioned,  40S,  408, 406, 40B. 
ShrTj  Tkeadora  L. 

Correepondence.  Jeffwaon  Daria,  83S,  888. 
Ganeakeiaer,  J.  *  H.*  810. 
Gair,  DIatriet  of  tke. 
Conmlaalonw,  babeaa  eiwpDS  act,  311. 212, 848. 
Organisation,  strength,  ete.,  of  traopat 
Jnna  80, 1884,880. 
Mar.  10, 1886,1188. 
GwTnn,».W.,45. 
<h^i.  Jama,  648. 
Hakeaa  Carpaa,  Writ  OT. 
Act  of  C.  S.  Congreaa,  FMi.  16,.U84, 808,  SM. 
Cammlssioiier  for : 
Army  of  Tenaoseee  <C.>,  211, 218. 
Department  of  East  Teaneaaea,  211, 218. 
IMstriot  of  tbe  OnU;  Sll,  818, 848. 
OaDrcla,SI5b 
HlBalaslppl,S6T. 
Korth  CatoUua,  810, 818, 888. 
Virginia,  287. 
Commiulonera  to  iDTeotlgata  oaaea,  804. 
ConaplraoJeo,  308, 204. 
OonstitotionaUtjr  of  act,  218, 214, 288. 
Correapmidenoe  with  aneaij,  808, 204. 
IMlaed,881,8SS. 
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Hab«M  CorpM,  Writ  of— ConUnned. 
DeserterB.  203, 2H. 
DestniotloB  of  pobllo  property,  20t. 
Dlaoharge  of  ooDicrl^s,  tBH-ttn. 
Kiftmement  In  Nortli  Omdiiw.  I  Mt  2M,  267, 268, 

*  271,276, 2H,6H. 
Inoltiag  Mvrile  inauTraotlOD,  fOS. 
Limitations,  209. 

Mowagaof  Jefferson  I>ftviB,i2ll,430. 
Psy  of  commiwionerH,  4St. 
Powers,  etc.,  of  c  omm  Isa  (oners,  4B8. 
BegnlntlonB.3M,206. 
B«nisrki: 

DftTls,  Joffeison,  6»,  70,  200,  201,  <29, 430, 1138, 
IIM. 

G«W|^  Gormior  vC,  874. 

aaemtery  of  'War,  C.  B.,  ISe. 

S««plMns,A.H..879. 
RMolntlonB  0«org{s  Legislstnre,  234, 216. 
Rples,2a3,204. 

Tmns-lCisalBsippl  Depnrtment,  282. 

Treason,  203, 204. 
Hsf«doni,  B.,  157. 
Hskn,  MlekMl,  400. 
Hahr,  P.  J.,  4W. 
Hair.  J.  8.,  404. 
■ale,  J.  B.,  702. 
a«l»,  Steven  F.,  1185. 
HsU,  Andy,  806. 
HsU,  DsTid  P„  808. 
HsU,  Eua  L.,  Bark,  1058. 
Ball,  W.  J.,  54S. 

Hslybirton,  James  D.,  62, 72,78, 128. 
SaiaUtOB,  John,  810. 
llaidlton,P«tor. 

Oomnlaafamer  for  District  of  the  Onlf,  habaaa 
ooipiwact,211,212,248. 

Comapaiuleiioa,  War  Dept.  C  8.,  212, 248, 267. 
HaaUa,  Haanlkal,  137. 
HanuMt,Ja«MP. 

Correspondence,  H.  J.  Leory,  804. 

l£enttoned,60e. 
Humoad,  WlUlam  1001. 
Hsapton,  Wade,  825, 336, 758. 
HaaptM  Beads,  Ta. 

Peace  eonfennoe,  1058. 

Bsmarka  of  Jefbraon  Davis,  IIU,  1185. 
BaaaoB,  Ur.,  444. 
Baaeoek,  Prancli  W. 

Oorrespondenoe,  B.  S.  Ewell,  IIW. 
Ha«eo«k,  N.  H.,  285. 
Hasdj,  A.  H.,  002. 1163. 
Haaks,  B.  T.,643. 
Baaljr,  TboaMS  B.,  137, 1188,  IIM. 
llnui«n»J«taiH.,8»8. 
flauoB,         W.,  386. 
Rum,  Staamw,  10, 38,     113, 154, 318, 007. 
Baawn,  Samaal,  972. 
Hardee,  WIllIaBi  J. ,  &  980, 1041, 1081, 1182. 
Hsrdenan,  ThOBM,  Jr.,  285,237,244. 
Bardln,  E.  J.,G0l.507. 
Banun,  Wllllaia,  807. 
Barrla,  Ckarles  J.,  281,477. 
Hurls,  David  B.,  064. 
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Hani*,  Georr«,  1065. 
fiarris,  Iiham  6. 

Correspondence.  Kee  Tmhmmm,  OoMmor  v/. 

Mentioned,  707. 
Hanrls,  Jeka  T. 

Ci»Teapcnid«Boe,  J.  B.  Baldwin,  845 

Mentl(med,816. 
Harris*  Saaiaal  S. 

Correspondence : 
Arcber,J.N.,650,661. 
Bragg,  B.,  645. 
Oldham,  W.H.,  040. 
White.  KS.,  650. 

Mentioned,  646. 
■arris,  Sarah  B.,  Schooner,  1007. 
Harris,  Thorns  A.,  1079, 1186, 1188. 
■arrla,  WUej  P. 

Correspondence,  W.  L.  Brandon,  003. 

Mentioned,  002, 1186. 
Harris,  Wllllan  8.,  66, 1080. 
HarriaoB,*BBrt«B  N. 

Correspmndenoe.  See  Jtftrton  Davit. 

Mestioned.  006. 
Hani  SOB,  Bd.,  702. 
Hartlsw,  EdHBwi,703. 
■arrlsM,  Jbmb  E.  ,  HI,  sra. 
■arriam,  Jaaaa  T.,  1188. 
BarrisoB,  WUllaai  B. 

Correepondenoe.    See  TbrgMa,  JmjMvsMMia 
Oommittionert 

Mentioned,  54, 271,880. 
Hart,  Siaeoa. 

Correspoodenoe,  N.  Clements,  566. 

Kentioned.  76, 565, 566, 573, 578, 
■artrl^JaliaM. 

Addreaa  to  people  of  Oeoi^ia,  832. 

CoEre^ondfliUM,  War  D^artment,  C  S.,  WS. 

Mantloned,  187, 1188, 1100. 
Harrie,  Jtlkm  B.,  TSBi 
Hastings,  L.  W.,  76. 
Hateh,  Prank  H. 

Correepondence : 
Hodge,  O.B.,  681. 
Treaaiuy  Department,  a  S.,  677. 
Hatch,  Lewis  ■. 

Oorreapondenee,  Tmanrf  Dept.,  a  S.,  084. 

Mentioned,  664. 
■atdwr,BabsrtA.,  IIOL 
■awss.  Jams  ■. ,  520. 
Hawes,  ■ary  A.,  Schooner,  10S7. 
Hayes,  8.  C. 

Correspond  enoe,  JeSiuson  Saris,  4. 
Haynes,  Lasdon  C,  187, 1187, 1100. 
Heath,  J.  E. 

CMTSapondence,  J.  C.  Shlalda,  067. 
■dbert,  bBlB,  428. 
BaiB,J«haT.,806. 
■elhi,  B.  8.,  897. 
HsIskeU,  Joseph  B.,  1180, 1101. 
HelBi,  fharlei  J.,424,600,508. 
Helai,  fleorreH.,700. 
Helmiley,  WUliaBi. 

Correspondence,  O.  P.  Kane,  513. 
RaaphUltJaha,  1180. 
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H«>4ftnM,  J«lni  T.,  311. 
Horier,  B.  8. 

CorrMpood«BM,J.  a  meUa,  W7 
■•nea,  WllUui  D. 

CommiuioMr  for  DepulmsBt  of  EMt  Tmium- 
Bee,  lubeM  ovrpu  »et,  Sll.  212. 

CoiTMpondenoe,  WuDeputaMBt,  a  8^  S11.M6. 

H«ntloned,  80S. 
Hearjr,  G.  T. ,  M. 
HMtT,  Bum,  Steunsr,  9BA. 
Hmit,  Gisteni  A.,  187, 1187,  lUW. 
Btmrj,  Wllkct,  66. 
Hcrkeit,  Cakfe  C,  1188. 1181. 
nwl«t,J*haO. 

CoTTCspondeiuw,  J.  Cftldwell,  408.  ' 

Mflationed.  403. 404,  412. 
Hend«B,  IdtUnn  C,  082. 
HerMi  of  AaerlM,  806, 808, 810. 81S. 
Herriir,  W.  V.,  MO. 
Heiritt,  Thom»a  M.,  068. 
Hcfllgwr,  LoaU,  288, 71«,  788,  KB. 
Harmii,  Irvtae  Ealtk,  1006. 
HlnW*B»J.  A.,7I». 
Rlfkt,  JHm,  808. 
Hill,  Ibaer  B.,  888, 8H,  886-888. 
HIU,  AMbroM  P. 

OorrespondeDce : 
Andaraon,  B.  H.,  28. 
Lee,  R.E.,38. 

lleiitioiied,2t. 
Hin^BMOaMlaH. 

Correaponden c«, War  Department,  C.  S.,  106, 681. 

Mentioned.  187, 118S,  1U7,  llSft 
Hni,  Buhl  H.,  m. 
mil,  H*U7,  030, 021. 
HUl,  L.  D.,  072. 
■Ul,  Wllllaa  a. 

CnTMpoDdence,  Niter  and  Hlnlng  Banan, 
C.&A..,  1166. 

UMittoiied,ll«4. 
■UtoB,B*kflrtB. 

CoRMpondenoe,  Wtx  Department,  0.  1007. 

Mentioned.  137, 1188, 1190. 
HInek,  HermuM,  851. 
flobut,  Edward,  106, 1Q7. 
Bodge,  BeiJuilB  L.,  IISO. 
Hodge,  Qeorge  B. 

CorreepondeiiDe : 
DrtIs,  JelTeraoD,  517, 688. 
Hatch,  F.  H.,  681. 

Henttoned,  446, 678-680, 682, 1180, 1181, 1186, 1188. 
H<«e,  Bum  H.,  807, 808. 
Hoge,  Join  BUir. 

Corirespoadenoe,  T.  L.  Bayne,  160. 
See  bIbo  A  djt.  and  ln$p.  6m.**  OJieit  0.&A. 

Uentioned,  167,  S8S. 
BokKy  Bobert  989. 
Holconbe,  JnieB  P. 

Correspondence,  State  Department,  0. 8.,  688. 

Meotkmed,  584, 687, 636, 630, 6«0, 1189. 

MiwloD  to  GHiada,  683, 684, 630, 640. 
HoldeB,inillui  W.,88. 
Bolder,  WilHaB  B.,  137, 1188, 1180. 
HoUld«7,  Frederick  W.  B. 

CorreapondeDce,  J.  Y,  Beall,  444. 

Mentioned,  1101. 
Boni%B.,8»4,S90. 


Boll)r,J.J.,>»4,308. 
H«lMeB,F.  8.,608,7D2. 
BotMB,  ThoopUlat  H. 

Correspoudenoe : 
AtUt.  and  Inep.  Gen. 'a  Offloe,  C.  S.  A.,  353. 
finrean  of  Coniwriptloti.  C.  S.  A .,  7SS.  * 
Jiorth  Carolina,  Goremor  of,  746, 7S4. 
War  Departmeot,  C.  8.,  616. 
Mentioned,  313. 864, 788,840, 888, 8H. 
Belt,  Blaei,lI88. 
Boaeekltte,  Bi«triet«r. 
Orden.  eerfea  186tt  Sqt.  It,  688. 
Ordera,apeolal,aerlaBl864:  Be.  11,882. 
Bood,  Arthir,  17. 
BMi,Joiu  B. 
CmMpondenoe,  OoTOmor  of  Oeorgio,  838. 
Mentioned,  601, 631, 686,«6S-«64,6BK, 714,818, 880, 
080, 1080, 1088. 
floor,  Joe.  LaiT,  834. 
Hooper,  ioknoon  J.,  1016, 1017. 
Bope,  StMiHr,  066, 056. 
Bottee. 
Abandoned  or  oqitured,  600. 
Inspeottona,  1000. 

Wheat  for  feeding,  prohibited.  548. 
Horvea,  danlrr  and  ArtlUeiy. 

Imprewment,  800, 
HotpltalB. 

AooonunodatioDS  tar  aiok  and  wmnided  trfBooro, 
174. 406. 

Board*  of  examination,  721. 

Clothing  of  deoeaeed  ooldlen,  672. 

Clothing  to  soldlen,  SM. 
I     Coram ntoti on  of  rations  in  private,  58, 603. 
{     Commutation  Tilne  qf  rotionR,  176. 488, 684. 

Deflotenoy  of  aappUee,  718-720. 
i     Deeoriptlve  liata  for  fiirlonghed  ooldlen,  183. 
I     Detalla  of  mechonios,  534. 

Duties,  et«.,af  medioal  offioers,  1. 
'     Fonda,  28, 176, 408. 518,684, 718-790. 

P^raoDto  to  stck,  eonralvacent,  and  woandod 
!  soldiers,  2S8, 1000. 

Batkme,  64, 176, 684, 60S,  683, 711. 

SnppUea,  54. 

Trana-MiMlssippi  Department  in. 
Htngh,  Lewis  G.,  072. 
Baiae,  E.  D.,  10. 
Bonaa,  James,  320. 
Hoaaa,  Jobn  F.,  1188? 
Homrd,  Schooner,  1057. 
Boword,  B.  S.,  972. 
Howard,  T.  B.,  Jr.,  468,460-462. 
Bowaatoa,  Sank  I. 

CorreapoDdenee,  War  Department,  C.  S.,  524. 
;  Hnbard,  E.  W. 

Correapondenoe.  See  Tirgimia,  Imprmmiemt 
OovMniMuiontn  «f. 
Bedglns,  Mr.,  444. 
Hndson,  Tbomao. 

Assigned  commandant  of  oonaorlpta,  Missis- 
alppt820. 

Correapondenoe,  Jefleraon  Davis,  820. 
Hnger,  Baalel  B. 

CoTteapondeace,  A4}atoi>t  vb^  laapaalor  Q«k. 
eral'n  Offloe,  C.  &  A.,  762. 
Hi^ea,  Jakn,  40L 
HaiM^nyt,  Fiaiatlek  C,  Ul. 
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CoTTMpondeace,  H.  C.  Locktaart,  IDSI,  1(M3. 
Uentioned.loSfl. 
HMat,  Willlwi  BlekanlMn,  34,7110,703. 
Hial,  WllUimn,  8. 
Hantcr,  Avdrew. 
CorrespoDdoioe : 
Lee,  R.  E..  1007. 1012. 
War  Departnit^Dt,  C.  S.,  MS. 
fl»t«r,  D«Tid,757. 
Rioter,  JuiH  D.,  MT.SeeL 
Hmtor,  Bobert  M.  T. 
CoiTM|Hiiidence.  Jeffenon  Darin,  30t. 
Uentinned.  137, 20B,  473, 476, 1068,  1116, 1184, 1187, 
1100. 

Seeretary  of  State.  C.  S.,  1184. 
Hbm,  Caleb. 

Correspond  eDW : 
Bloodgood.M.  H..157. 
McRae,G.J.,157. 
lleatiaii(>d,  154-]SS,m301,303,S2«-(i38,{t74,eT4, 
702-704. 
HWMJ,E.L.,643. 
iMpTMala;  OAcm. 
Alleged  irreKtdwitiM  of  a  8.,  46-48,  4(U-41S, 

446,560,561. 
Powera,  etc.,  198-300,  »8, 3S0. 
Impntmrntm. 
AcU  uf  C.  3.  ConfcreM; 
Feb.  17,1864. 240. 
Mar.  18, 1865, 1170. 
AdJuBtmeut  of  olaima, 501,502,516,560,561, 60S. 
Alleged  IrreftnlariUes  of  impresalnx  offioera, 

46-48. 402-415, 446, 560, 561. 
Board  of  appndaemmt,  066. 
<  !eTtiflcfltes  of  Indebtodneas,  46B,  472. 
Dodaion  Georgia  Snpreme  Coart,8S9. 
EsecatioD  of  law  in  East  TcmneaMe,  888. 
BxemptioQB,  250. 
field  transportaUon,  33a 
Horses,  360. 
U  eat.  240,250. 

UoDtgomery  (Ala.)  oooference  of  commission- 
flrs,  608. 

Negroes,  40, 112, 208, 200.  SBO,  331, 233,51^  547, 548, 
S68, 564, 685-66B.  673, 745,746,  S51-SS3,  807-809, 
90^  938. 8U,  083, 964, 970, 1018-1026, 1030, 1058, 
1058. 1082, 1114-1116, 1 139-1143. 

Ore,  timber,  etc.,  64. 

Plan  of  R.  C.  Fariaa  for  procnring  suppUea, 

602-604. 
Private  property,  37. 

Kalrigb  (H.  C.)  conference  of  c<iniinlHBioners,608. 
Kegulatlons,  198-200, 240, 250, 622,623, 644, 645,745, 

746,828,829. 
ReBolntlona  North  Carolina  Lagialattire,  S. 
Schednles  of  prices  for  proTlHlona,  etc.,  54-B7, 
262-266, 271-274,  389-392, 704-706,882-886,1050- 
1063,1169-1173. 
StAte  quotas  of  tilaves,  033. 
Supplies  for  soldiers'  J'aniiUea,835, 
ladependent  Acceptance  a. 

VlewB  of  It.E.Lee,45. 
l«fltMla,U.&S.,  USl. 
laSbatu 

AUiaace  irith  Oonfbdnafe  Btatea,  1180. 
DdegatM  to  C.  &  Caognaa,  1167, 1181^  IIU. 


I  ladlaaa— Continued. 

OrgD.,eqnip.,  eto.,  of  troops,  464. 

See  also  reapectiTe  tribea. 
layran,  Partar. 
OorreapondeDce,  War  DepartmeDl,  C.  S.,  106. 
Mentioned.  137. 1188. 
Inapeeton. 
Powera,  duties,  etc.,  297. 486-471. 
Travel  nllowances,  220. 
latercoaru.    See  Trade  and  Intereourtt. 
InralM  Corps,  C.  S.  A. 
Aot  of  C.  S.  Cansrees,  Feb.  IT,  1864, 214. 
Boards  of  ezanhiatloii,  214-317, 242, 243, 298, 634, 

1088,1084. 
CerUSoates  of  retfrement,  316, 317, 388. 
i  Clotbliig,S16. 

Commutation  of  ratinnB,216. 
Descriptive  lisbt,  216. 
Organisation,  etc. ,  214-317, 208, 1083. 
P«y,otc.,2U-216,1083. 
Rations,  186, 216, 830. 
RegrdaUoDs,  214.217. 
Trana-MtaalBsippf  Department,  283, 234. 
Isaac,  8.,  Caai|tlMll  A  Co..  1S5-.1S7,S28, 703,7  4. 
,  Iiaac,  Saal,  702. 
laaacMtD,  A.  H.,  94. 
IraraoNt  Alftai. 
Correspond  en  oe : 
Noppers,  J.  D.,  577. 

War  Department,  C.S  ,  S78.  « 
Uentiutied,310,S76. 
1  Ives,  J«s«pk  C. 

OorrMpondeDca.  SeaJ^fftm^DawlM. 
3»ek,  Thanta  M. 
'     COTreapondence.  Seo  Zieonidaa  PoU, 
^  JaekMni,  Aadrew,  320. 
'  JarkaOB,  Henry  R.,  310,373. 
,  Jaekaoa,JoMph,Jr., 309,310,931. 
.  Jacob  fS1av(^),e6^. 
,  Jacobs,  E.  W.,  543. 
I  Jsaiei,  Ti.  A.,  DO.  , 
James  Rlrer,  Ta. 
CampalgD  from  the  Rapldan  to  tbe.  Hay  4-Jiine 
13,1864.  Sea- 
OiMBari»r,Vit.  Operattmutaandabmtt.Uoy 

JTortt  Anna,  Pamunket/,  and  Totopotomoy  Rio- 
4Tt,  Ya.    Operationit  on  Hit  Km  of  ttte.  May 
Bt-June  1. 1864. 
SpoUjflvania  'Court-Houne,    Va.  Operation* 

abovt,May8-tl,  1864. 
Wildemeu,  Va.   BailU.  May  S-7.  1864. 
Operatiooa  on  the  aontb  side  of  tbe,  May  4-.Tnne 
'   2,1864.  See- 

Proetor'a  OwA  And  Orewry'*  Sb»f  (or  Fnrt 
iXii4fng'),  Tit.  Engagemmt.  May  U-te,  mei. 
Jaa.  Fank,  Pilot  boat.  1057. 
Jas.  LltUefleld,  Shi|>,  1057. 
Jemlson,  Robert,  Jr.,  137. 1187, 1189. 
JenktnB,  Albert  G.,  1189. 
JenkluB,  HIcah,  166. 
Jemey  k  ■nailer,  157. 
Jewett,  WUllSH  0. ,  664, 586. 
Jllka,J.  J. 

AnthoritytoreornitCS. colored  txoopa,  IIM. 
OormpoBdance,  8.  Jumi,  1191. 
J^ara,  Asdnw,  88. 
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Mbmb,  Bradley  T. 

AHicamMita  to  cominuid,  248. 

Mentioaed.  248, 811. 32»,  512. 
Mum,  ClnrlM  P.,  84. 
MatM,  HwmIhI  T. 

CarrMpondenca: 
Dftvia,  Jefferpon,  SSB. 
StopbenB,  A.  H.,  278. 
Tnaanry  Deputment.  C.  S.,  5M. 
Wftr  Departmuit,  C.  8..  lOS,  821, 003. 

ImpreBuneoU,  S04-lie7, 062, 088. 

MenttODftd,  137, 279, 083,  W3, 1187. 1189. 
J«bain,  B.  B. 

CorrMpoiideiiov,6ov.or  Bonlh  CuaUiM,10M. 

U«ti  tiooed,  IOI«,  1090, 1084, 102S. 
JohHMB,  BobertW.,  187.1185,1187,11881 
Jokasoa,  Tliomai,  118A. 
J*biMR,  Waldo  P.,  137,  ion,  1187, 1180. 
JohnrtoB,  6«org«,  720. 
JoliMtoa,  Harrli  H, 

Co^^Mpondeno^  War  Depaitaient,  C.  S..  212. 

JakirtM^J.  C. 

Comspondenoe,    Bommi   of  Conaeriptloii, 
C.S.A.,88. 
JokaatM,  Juua,  8M. 
Johaalm,  Joka  W.,  813. 
Jolnrtoa,  JoMph  1. 
Correapondenoe : 
Bngg,  B.,  283. 
DaTh^oSbraon,  83. 
*  0«or^la,  Governor  oC,  472,  BBS. 
Lm,B.X.,  1175. 
War  Departnwnt,  C  8.,  MO. 
Uestioiwd,  8, 3S.  80;  90,  OS,  lis,  117,  211,  SU,  234, 
225. 252, 2»,  2BS,  310,  S12, 590.751,787, 813, 1010, 
1005, 1068, 1144, 1104, 1175. 1182. 
JobaaloB,  Bolwrt,  137, 1187, 1180, 1101. 
Johaatoa,  WIIIUm. 
Correapondence,  War  DeparUneat,C.S.,9a8, 
MentioDsd.  070. 
JoluitoB*  WIUUm  B.,S10. 
JahaatM,  WlUlm  Pna^. 

Oomapondenoe.  See  J'eftrMn  DavU. 
Jolier,  J.  W.,  305. 
JOBM,  Hr.,  413. 

Joaea,  Be^lSMla  P.,  845. 040, 648. 
ioaei,  Cateibj  Ap  B. 

Correapondence,  J.  H.  Brooke.  523. 
Joaea,  Caatls  B.,  034. 
Jeaei,  Edward  T.,  311. 
Joaea,  Oeorse  W.,  187, 1188. 
Joaea,  H.  C,  1185. 
JOMB,  J.  B. 

OorreapoodMioe.Jefl'erBOB  DaTlB,034. 

Eatimate  of  military  reaoaroea  of  the  Confeder- 
ate  States,  634-036. 
Joaei,  Jaaei  P.,  007,  OOS,  702. 
Jonea,  Joha  311. 
4aMa,  Joaepk  P.,  lOOL 
J«ea,  Jodah,  Mft,  607. 
Jnaea,  Bobart  M.,  1180, 1181. 
Jatiaa,  O.  8. 

Anthorltjr  to  lecrnlt  G.  8.  colored  troopa,  1104. 

Comapondasoe,  8.  Jonea,  1194. 
Joaaa,  SunmI. 

UorreapondeDce : 
Bt!]nm,B.H.,]Ui. 


•aea,  Haaiael— Continaed. 
Cerraapottdaiioe: 
D»Tia,B.F.,1194. 
Ihipottt,T.8M  1194. 
Georgia,  Ooreniorai;  1180. 
Jilka,J.;r..  1104. 
Jonea,  0. 8.,  1191. 
Kenedy.  G.  W..  1194. 
LiDtoD,J.,ll04.  , 
ParkblU,  8.,  1194. 
Ramsay,  H.  A.,  1194. 
Tniney,  P.,  1194. 

War  Departownt,  C.  8.,  001, 009, 094. 
Toiig,V.,1194. 
If  eotioaed,  518. 520,  SM,  1183. 
Jc««a,Th«aaa  B.,1188. 
Joaei,  Wllllan  A.,  088. 
Jardaa,  Thoaua. 

CorreapoDdence.   See  O.  T.  Bttmrtgard. 
imila.  Steamer,  958. 
Japlter  (Slave},  «8t 
Jastiee,  DapHtontaT,  C  8. 
Oplnlooa.  Q»tAUomtg'Qmt€Tml,V.  8. 
Piindpal  oOolala,  MBl-1865, 1181. 

8«aalao.l(torNV>Oancr«rf  OJba,  C.  8. 
Eaae,  Qeorge  P. 
Aska  antJiority  to  ralae  ragfaaeat  for  apeeial 

service,  717. 
Coneapondc»oe : 
A4}t.and  lDap.aen.'aOaoe,C.S.  A.,8S7,610. 
Bilaooe,  B.,  512. 
Cbambers,  J.  E.,  613. 
Davia,  JeflMBtn,  717. 
DoDaboe,l(.,61S. 
Hetmsley,  W.,612. 
Kane.  T..  612. 
Pemberton,J.C.,74T. 
Mentioned,  888.747. 
Kaae,  Ttunaaa. 

Rorreapondenoe,  G.  P.  Kane,  513. 
Kate  Gregg.  Teasel.  85& 
Kay,J«hB  C. 
Anthwlty  to  eallat  eooapaay  tor  apeoial  aervioak 
210. 

CwteapODdeDoek  War  Departaaent,  C.  8.,  HO. 
Uentiraied,  210. 
Keaa,  Bobert  G.  H. 
Chief  of  the  Bnreau  of  War,  C.  S.,  1188. 
Corr»«pondenoe,  War  Oapartmwt,  C.  8.,  448. 

Bee  also  IFar  i^cporftneiU,  V.  8. 
Uentioned,  771,1181. 
Keeblft,EdwlaA.,lUl. 
Sottt,  Lawrraaa  B.,  118*. 
Kallair,  David  0.,  6U. 
K«Uy,W.H.,S22. 
XeMper,  Jams  L. 
Aaaignments,  424. 
Correspondenoe : 
Adjutant  and  Inspeetor  Qeimral's  Office, 

a  8.  A.,  558,  «S4, 855. 097, 1158, 1178. 
Buraaa  of  Coasnription,  C.  S.  A.,  751, 858. 
War  I>var(mest,a8.,6tS,848,007. 
VaatiMMd,  424.72S,787,742,744,74B,1fiQ,7U,n8, 
847, 854. 868, 8S0, 883, 884, 943,948,fflK  896^  1031. 
KeMper,  WUUam  6.,  728. 
Keaaa,  Aagaataa  H.,  1185, 1188. 
KeuB,  L.  H.,  »6, 337,  au. 
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iMU,  Ow»B  B..  137,  US8. 
KeMif,  Q.  W. 

Authority  to  racrutt  0. 3.  oolored  tnmpn,  IIM. 

Comapondeoc«,  S.  /oiiM,  IIM. 
KeM4]-.  JmM  B.,  811. 

mur,  •uMHi  r.,  m,  m,  uea,  im,  i  iso. 

Kent,  Wllliui,  398,307. 

CsMp  goftnla,  •!«..  In  conscript  Mrvlee  Sept.  0, 
1864.  «34. 

l>Mert«ra  ntnrned  to  Army,  Ml. 

Enrollmont  of  oonscripts,  M. 

Kxhiblt  of  ocmsGripta  cmrolled,  ex«mpt«d,  <le- 
taUlftd,  Mdgned,  eta.,  361. 

Menbcra  of  C.S.  CongreM,  118«-U«0. 

M«nfiini>abed,9ei. 

Beernitlng  nrvloa,  601,  OOS,  Ml . 

Reorg«nls«tloo  taiA  oonoentntloa  of  troop h 
ftom,  81-^. 
EestMkr  Troopi  (C.>< 

Cvnlry—nvtmMUi  Itlkf  IISS. 
Ksrabiw,  Jonpk  B. 

Correapondeooe,  J.  Longs treet,  lOM. 

UcotfanMd,  IM. 
Ketsbiw,  ThMBt,  43^. 

Attorner-Ociiml,  C.  B.,  IIH. 

CmrrMpi»d«n«e.  Bae  A(^.  Om.'aOJM;a  A 

HratiMied,  879, 1184. 
Kledcl,  Mr.,  444. 
Ellpatrick,  JidMV,  826. 326. 
Kllpitrleri  ExpwIltloB  agalBat  BMboW,  Ta. 

Feb.  28-Mtr.  4, 1864. 324^. 

Klag.WUliuHMUS- 
KiBur,  J«lui  C,  71,  m. 
Xboz,  )Cn.,tt7. 
L.  B.  VifMr,  Bng,  1068. 
LamUf  Vr..4U. 

iMur,  Albwt  B.,  lOie,  1017,1117. 
Laaur,  Ckaris*,  158. 
Luur,  UctBB  <t.  C,  BOB,  S74. 
l«Mb,  Wllllui. 

CarmpMidsnoB.  J.  D.  T^lor,  488. 

ll«lltlotl«d,433. 
LaMbtrt,  ThMUS,  809,  SM. 
tt»Mi.  iolm  T.,  IIW. 
LafeuiOt  DBpont,  Schooner,  1067. 
LumiUr,  Join  L.,  972, 
Luder,  Wllllw,  137. 1188. 
Lue,  TkoHM  M.,  714. 
tmmft  Darld. 

Correapondenee,  Goveraor  of  florid*.  SI, 
Lurherae,  B.  B. 

Conmpondenw.        Jolm  O.  SkMdM. 
I«aier,  B.  8. 

Correepondenoe.  See  AUxandtr  Jf.  Anafand. 
Latrobe,  Cbwlee  H.,  698. 
I^nrol,  Steamer,  tn. 
LBwrsMA,  WUIkB  B.,  188. 
Lew  MB,  P.  A. 

C<HTMpoi>dM>eat  JaflltawB  DbvIb,  M7. 


LawtoB,  AlexBBder  B. 

Correepondenoe.  See  QuarU  I'Biaiter-  OentraTa 

OJtM,  0.8.  A. 

Uentioned,  14,46, 49-51,50.  TT.Kt,  91. 153, 155,156, 
106,  200,220, 227,241,309,318-823,350, 351. MU, 
an.  M8,  SMi,  568,  Sn,  SB3, 000;«10,«17, 627, 688, 
614,  «7S,  717. 724,738, 7»,  740, 817,  Ml,  888, 808, 
962, 975, 1000, 1073, 1076,  lOOS,  1100, 1186. 1183. 

Qaart«mMBtar.O«oend,  &  8.  A.,  49, 1183. 
Lmj,  6e*rse  W. 

Acting  Sopt.  of  Conscription,  C.  S.  A..  1183. 

Correepondenoe,    Bnreea     of  Conscription, 
C.S. A.,  847. 
See  eleo  Bureau  <ff  CtonsmpMofi,  C.  S.  A, 

Inapeotor-Oenerel  of  CoBscripttoD,  893. 

Mentioned,  62.  610,  611,  «lt,  620.  MO,  631, 633,  BBS, 
IIM. 

iMcb,  Jamea  IW. 
Leach,  JaMiT.,im. 
LcBTei  of  Abaeaca. 

Ofacer8,229,e23,624. 
Begnlettone,  220. 
Le  Canta,  John,  698, 702. 
Le  CoBto,  Joseph,  702. 
Lee,  Charlsi  H.,  171. 
Lee,  fi.  W.  VBstia,  lift. 
Lea,  Oeeive  W.,  311. 
Laa,BafeartE. 
AppoiBtmeBt  General-ln-Chiof  Anny  of  tlw 

Confedoraie  States,  1068. 
CorreepondoBce : 
Adjntant   and  Inspector  Oeoeral'a  Offloe, 

C.  8.  A.,  261, 546, 7a^  1124. 
Boyle,  C.,60«,  612. 

Bnreaa  of  Conaeription,  C.  S.  A .,  27, 1122. 
OaTia,  JaflteaoB.  618, 1137. 1  lee,  1 178 
Dcmest.  W.  T.,  546. 
Eebols,  J.,  1169. 

EBglneer  DepartmeBt,  C.S.A.,889,8N. 

Ooidou,  J.B.,  lOM. 

Qrant,  U.S..  1135. 

HUl,  A.  P.,  23. 

HoBter.  A.,  1007, 1012. 

Johnston,  J.  B..  1175. 

Kiter  and  Mining  Bureau.  C.  S.  A .,  1175. 

HidMid,  B.  P.,  286. 

Korth  Carolina,  Governor  of.  612, 718, 1114. 

PendMiHi,  W.  K.,  546. 

State  D^artaneBt,  C.  8..  1079. 

Taylor.  W.  H.,eW. 

Thorbam,  H.  C,  050, 660. 

War  Department,  C.  S.,  45.  M,  154, 158, 202, 207, 
245,  246.  263-255.  261.  R04,  660,  822,  824,  1029, 
1081,1121,1136,1143, 1175. 

York,  Z.,  1028. 
Hantioned,  15-17, 21-23, 59, 88.  so.  9t,  111,133,174, 
M7, 261, 888-2M,  312. 457, 51 1. 520, 546,  S47, 6P6. 
612, 613,  «S1, 634, 625, 641, 653, 658,  OW,  681,  «73, 
686,  717, 781, 758, 7W,  783, 784.  804, 839, 840, 847, 
851,852,854, 884, 900, 900, 050, 066,  BS9, 998, 100ft- 
1011, 1030, 1032, 1030-1042, 1058. 1073, 1085, 1087, 
lOM,  1060, 1003, 1119, 1120. 1123.1124,1135-1137, 
1189, 1146, 1149, 1161-1165, 1174, 1176,1182.1194. 
Kacroea  aa  aoldlan,  IQU,  1018. 
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kM*  B«k«t  S,— Contlnnad. 
Promotiona  fte  akill  and  tsIw .  U. 
Strlefc  exaontiuo  of  eenMrtpikn  msUitt. 

Comapondeitoe : 
DsTto,  Jefferson,  517. 
Qoodnian.  W.,  i78, 008,514. 
UcToft.J.,608. 
lliaaiHlppI,  Ooreraor  of,  ft. 
War  Departmnit,  C.  8.,  &13, 617. 
UflaUoned,  I,  Sao,  648,  «T,  651, 750, 995,  M. 

Uftwlcli,  ,  858, 080^  861. 

*   L«oM>^t  Scbooner,  1607. 
heorj,  Btmrj  J. 
CormpoiMleiioe : 
Ciutio,R.L.,804. 
Haminflt,J.P.,804. 
War  DepvbMDt,  C.  S.,  805, 804, 811 
UenUoDed,  802. 809. 80S,  808. 812, 814. 
LMt«r,S«art«N.,  31 1,1180. 
Leteker.  Join,  723,853. 
Let'Hcr'B,  Steamer,  1068. 
Lewis,  DiTld  P.,  lire. 
Lewli,  Darld  W. 
Correepoudeuoe,  War  Departnient,  C.  B.,  106i. 
Mentioned,  137, 1188. 
Lewis,  E.  v..  Schooner,  1058. 
Lewis,  J.  XewtM,  072. 
Lewis,  JokN  W.,  1187. 
Lewis,  Josepk  fl. 
CorrMpondeDco,  Jeflbraoa  Oftvia,  31. 
Beorgaoisatlon  asd  oooeeBtratlon  of  Kentaoky 
troops,  31-33. 
LIncola,  Abrskaai,87. 127, 130.  m,  133. 136,235. 236, 
366,  400, 412, 685, 580, 636-«39. 737, 760, 840;  938, 
»3»,  1001-1004, 1011, 1012, 1042, 1068,  lUi. 
Uieola,  Albloa,  Bark,  1068. 
Uatoa,  J. 

A.atbority  to  recmit  C.  S.  colored  troops,  1194. 

CorrespoadMioe,  S.  Jouea.  1194. 
LtqaorTvaac 

Act  ore.  8.  Cowgress,  481, 4S2. 

OpistoD,  Attomey  UeDeral.  C.  8.,  876-880. 
Utile  Ads,  Steamer.  402,418,488. 
LIttlefleld,  Jas.,  Sblp.  1057. 
Uttle  Uattla,  Steamer.  BS6. 
Lloyd,  Thorns  G. 

Correspondence,  Jefferson  Davis,  826,826. 
Loaas  to  i.  S.  Goveraaeat.  Sra  Fbumat. 
LMke,J.  L.,llfl. 
Lockfeart,  HarriMm  C. 

Correapondence : 
Bnmphries.  H.  G.,  1061, 1063. 
Polk,  L.,  2.'il. 

Withers,  J.M..-810, 880, 1059,1002. 
Mentioned,  276.  276,  362,  488,  817.  818,  882. 1060, 

1082, 1063, 1065, 1066. 
Ordurs,  Circalara,  series  1884 :  Dee.  6,  1068. 
LoHon,  WIlUaM  A.,  311. 
Lo^,  fieorge  W.,  1I9L 
LoagjJoka,  406,411. 
Loaf 't'vct)  Janes. 
Correspondence: 
BenniDg.  H.  J..,  1093. 
Kersbaw,  J.  B..  1093. 
Pickett,  O.  E.,  1003. 
War  Department,  G  S.,  240. 


Lmgftnet,  Janes- Coatinned. 

Menttoud.  U.  2D6, 211, 283, 69S,  1135. 
Leaiaa  {Slave),  on. 
Lealalaaa. 

ConaolidatioB  of  organlEstions,  638. 

Desertera  returned  to  Army,  1109. 

Euforcement  of  oonscriptioa  acta,  3*4  354 

Kxhlblts  of  oonscrlpta  enrolled,  a^Bwipid.  de- 
tailed, assigned,  etc.,  110L-110S,UQS.UK, 

Meaanna  for  dflftaiae,  217. 

H«nbera  of  C  S.  CoDgnaa,  liaS-lW. 

Mea  fiimlabed.  1101. 

Militia,  217. 

Mounted  men  BSGanservatoT8oftbepcaG«,514. 
Operations   in.    See    JUd.  Btoer  Clvayaifa. 

ifar.  10-May  St,  1B64. 
Quota  impressed  slaves,  033. 
Iteaerrea,  SI  7. 

Scbednlee  of  prloea  for  proTisiona,  etc.,  6K. 
State  officers  exempted  frotn  eefMcripusa  <■ 

oertlBeate  of  OoTomor,  Kl. 
Trade  with  the  enemy,  677-882. 
Loalaiau,  fletenar  of. 
Correspondence : 
Pond,  P.,  jr..  398. 
War  Department,  C.     93, 514. 
,  Orders,  GenenJ,  series  1884;  Xo.  t,  HI. 
1  Loalataaa  Leglslatara. 

•     Call  into  State  aarrke  of  fk«e  colored  potsou. 

I  112. 

nvaacntfam  of  the  war,  M. 
Beeolntlon  of  confldenoe  in  Jeffoieon  DsriML 
Transfer  of  enrolled  free  colored  peians  U 
Confederate  Govern  meat,  IIS. 
'  Loalslaaa  Troops  (C). 

ArtUlery,  Light— BoKaUeiu.-  WadUi«lsalr> 

tUlery,  203, 857. 
Cavalry— SoUolion*.-  IStli,  838. 
CaTalry— Xqrinwnts:  Powers',  838. 
Lave  Bird,  Schooner,  573. 
Low,  Janes  H.,  739;. 
Lht,  Stewner,  &1. 
LUIagtoa,  Sanul  C,  289.890. 
Lyaekbarf ,  Ta. 
Engagement,  Jnue  17-18, 1864, 757. 
I  Ljnehbarg  (Ta.)  Campalim.  May  S6-Jnne».18H■ 
See— 
'       L)ptcMurg,Va.  Engag€m«mt,JuH* I7-I>,1SS4. 
FUd»umt,Ta.  Engasumtmt,  Jit»^  MM. 
LTBban,  John  A.,  610, 611. 
l7«B,  FnMleS. 
Coneapondenea.  See  (^mffnta,  C.  H. 
Mentioned,  1 1^,1100. 
LyoBS,  Jsmei,  137. 1188. 
■cAnemey,  John,  Jr.,  972. 
Macaaley,  Dsneaa. 

Carrespoiiilen-'e,  Jefferaou  Davis,  424. 
MeCallaai,  Janes,  1191. 
lleVardle,W.H.,308,309. 
HeCaw,  Janes  A.,  322. 

■eCMIaa,  Oeorge  B.,  tSt^M,  8M^  938,  SOit  looi- 

1001. 
MeClare,  Mr.,406. 
■eCorkle,  Darld  P. 

Corresponilence.  J.  H.  Brooke,  522. 

Mentioned,  S!0. 
McCrady,  Edward,  Jr.,  668. 
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aieCilUk,  B.  8. 

Authority  to  deatroy  enemy's  property,  37, 38. 
CorrM  poDdenoe,  War  DepMtmeDt,  C.  8.,  37. 
UmtionedilOTS; 

Anlhort^  ta  MiUat  flompuy  for  aecnt  lervlce, 
177. 

Msntfoned.  177, 107B. 
a«DoBeU,  TluddcBi  1.,  568. 
HcDow«ll,Th«»fti  D.,  187, 1180,1188. 
MafArlud,  W.  H.,  1187. 
XcOm,  JokB  W.,  SIl. 
Mrfilll,  TkoMU. 

ComapoodBDM,  War  Dept..  C.  S..  806, 810, 816. 

Ifflnttoned,  807-811, 816. 
McQrtM,  Mr.,4M. 
VachM,  WiUli  B.,  137. 1188, 1190. 
MelBtosk,  »*tM  G. 

CmMpondenoe,  R.  I,.  Walker,  H6. 
■clatrre,  ArekibaU  T.,  811. 
Hackay,  Dr.,  630. 

Melay,  JaHei  (Asat.  Q.  U.).  l»,  48. 
ScKaj,  Jmmn  iCom.  Ageot),  10, 20. 

■cKm,  l.,  an. 

McXiMila,  CoUa. 

ComtfonAeaM.  Sea  CiM  Htu*. 
XeKalBht,lIr.,1180. 
XeLean,  J.  B.,  137, 1188. 
■cMaster,  Jaaien  A.,  S. 
■cXall«B,  Pay«tt«,  1191. 
■aenardo,  Bicbard  C,  TW. 
SeXair,  K.  T.,  »72. 
XrNell,  Jobn,  132. 
acXelll,  TkoBaa  B. 

Correspondence,  Jaflbmon  Davia,  1006. 
■acM,  Arttir,  IS. 

Joha,  187. 1188. 
■cBae,  CoUa  J. 

Correspondenofl : 
Elrlaogor.  E.  T.,  IS8. 
Hdw,C.,  157. 

Q.  M.  aeufiral'■*Offlo^  C.  SL  A.,  206, 878. 

Slidell,J.,158. 

Waller,  R.  P.,  156. 

War  Dq^artment,  U.  S.,  6,  IH,  15S,  S2S,  MS,  703. 
Hentioned,  211,  MO^,  801, 302, 520,  688,  SOO,  674, 
683, 702,704, 1180. 
M«Bae,  John  J. 
Correapondence,  Q.  U  Qwt.  'a  OtHee,  C  S.  A.,  748. 
Mentioned.  137,1188. 
■eT«a,JohB. 

Correapondence,  S.  D.  Loe.  608. 
Haewlllle,  Karens  H.,  137, 1I8>,  lUl. 
Magnolia,  Schooner,  1067. 
Magratt,  Andrew  «l. 
Correapondence,  Jefltnson  Davie,  (KS. 

See  also  Boutk  CaroKna,  Oowrnorqf. 
Ue&tloned,  BM.  000,  070,  B7S,  960,  1004,  1006, 1018, 
1010, 1024, 1058. 
■•grader,  John  B. 
Correapondence : 
Nichols,  E.  B.,  268. 
Smith,  B.K.,136,2&3. 

Tazaa,  Oovemor  of,  24, 40, 268, 258. 268, 271, 278. 
Uentfoned,  S60,  S72. 
M«hone,WliHaB,8S7. 


MalM,  John  ir.»  sa. 
■allett,  Petor. 

Oorraapondenee : 
Bureaa  of  ConsoripUon,  C.  S.  A.,  600, 868, 884. 
Webb,  T.,  699. 

Uentfoned,  256, 363, 490, 504-007, 755. 
'  liallory,  Stephen  B. 

Correapoudeuce.  See  Saoif  D^rtment,  C.  S. 

Uentloned,03,161.SU,242,  805,871,  861,  411,  483, 
621, 628  608, 685, 607, 799, 10S6, 1078, 1184. 

Secretary  of  the  TSkvj.  C.  S.,  1184. 
■alene,  JaHea  C,  Jr.,  62L 
Maalote,  C.  A.,  66. 
mtm\j,  Hatthlas  K.,213. 
■ann,  A.  Dudley. 

Correapondence,  Jeflbison  DaTia,40L 
Xanifleld,  La. 

Battle,  Apr.  8, 1866, 786. 
Mark,  D.U. ,118a 
aark  L.  Potter,  BaA.  1068. 
■arIb«ro«^,  Jeln  C,  880. 
Mamudake,  J«hn  8.,  989. 
■anhaU,  Cbarlea. 

Correapondence.  See  Sobert  B.  Lee, 
Xarshall,  Henry,  IISO,  1188. 
Barshall,  Hamphrey,  1190. 
■arUn,  AlfM 

Correapondence,  Q.  K.  Gen.'sOfBcc,  C.  S.  A.,748. 
aarUn,DftTl<iB. 

Correspondence,  E.  K.  SmlOi,  987. 
■arUn,  U.  V.,  649. 600. 
BarUs,  James  0.,  428, 822, 823, 088, 1182. 
■artln,  John      137, 1188. 
Mary  A.  Bawea,  Schooner,  l(ffl7. 
Bar;  land. 

ConacrlptioD  of  citliens,  311,  312,  887,  S88,  807, 

610-513, 545-547, 500, 551 . 
Cou«didatlo&  of  ornaniMthnis,  872. 
Maryland  Una,  248, 312, 887, 888, 007, 010.518,  OSO, 

561. 

Orgn.,eqDip.,etc.,  of  Tola., 248. 
Betention  in  service  of  members  1st  Battery, 
540-547. 
Baryland  Troops  (V.). 
ArtlUery,Llgbt^£att«riu.-  let,  045,  546;  M 
iBamvMreLigkt),m;  4th(0A<Mipwl«),8S7. 
Cavalry— AattoUoM;  lat,67S. 
■aaon,  Jihmi  B,,  11, 1187. 
Maaen,  Wylle  W. 

Correspondence,  Q.  M.  Gai.'aOfloe,  C.  S.  A.,  748. 
Hatber,  J.  C. 
Correspondence,  JeObnon  Davis,  350. 
Mentioned,  464. 
Matthews,  J.  H.,  m. 
■attfeews,  Jama  M.,  204, 1033, 1156, 1170. 
Bnrj,  Dabaej  B. 
Correspondence: 
Adjt. and  Insp.  Oen.'a Office.  C.  S.  A., 317, 1011. 
Alabama,  G  oventor  of .  601, 84 1 . 
MiaslBsippi.  Govenor  of,  841, 847,883. 
Thomas,  B.M.,753. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  230.  - 
Wltbera,J.M.,  753. 
Uentlmied,  212, 243, 520, 622,  S77,600.691.1U61,1 182. 
Snggeota  eatablialinMnt  of  mllftar)*  school,  317. 
■airy,  Batthew  V. 
Electm-maguetic  torpedo  nzplodera,  1117,  1118. 
Mentioned,  1117, 1118. 
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M«»r,  Sunwl  B.,  4U. 
■utallltH,  Bmperor,  86. 
■unnU,  Aiffaitai  I.,  137, 1187,  liw. 
MkjmaTd,  GMrfs  F. ,  TSK,  088. 
MirBMilt  iohn  C. ,  725, 726. 
Xe«9li«r,  ThOMi  B. 
■mus,  8.  C. 

CorTMpondence,  H.C.Oacrin,4ll. 

Uenthnwd.  402, 403, 408. 
■Mkaales. 

D«nM>da  fm  iklUsd,  SSIMSS.  088. 

Dstallt,  80S,  984, 1108, 1108. 

Employ ment  of  aliens,  VtQ,  671, 886. 

Ordnanoe  Departmsst,  exempted  tnm  potMorlp. 
tfon,  1082, 1068. 

UdIoq  deeerters,  883-406. 
■edlcal  DepartMcat,  C,  S.  A. 

AppropriatiODB,  188, 480, 620. 

Care  of  Impreeaed  oegn>ee,888. 

CendlUon,  needa,  eto.,  975, 1064. 1018-UI9, 1080. 

Details,  888, 1101, 1108-1100. 

Estimates  for  foreign  supplies,  588, 60a 

Estftaatea  of  appropriations,  777, 1111. 

Uoore,  8.  P..  SnrgeoD-Geneml.  1 183. 

Organisation,  etc.,  043. 

Fro  rata  dlstribatlon  of  appropriations,  6S7, 028. 
RegnlatloDS,  548. 
■•dical  ExawlaatloaB. 
Conscription,  08. 182, 188, 11T8,  U77. 
HoapIt^TSl. 

InvaUdCorpa,  214^7, 242,248, 288, 624, 1083,1084. 
Me4leal  Ofleers,  C.  8.  A. 

Attention  to  impressed  negroefl,  808. 
Examining  boards,  68.  182,  1S3,  214-217,242,243, 

208, 024, 721,  lOSS,  1081, 1170, 1177. 
Leaves  of  absence,  623. 
Fay,  etc.,  of  contract,  023. 
Personal  reports,  518. 
Properly  returns,  548. 
Sorgloal  i^ecatJona,  402. 
Traaafor  of  anpplles,  548. 
■edieal  Sappllei. 
AloobollcBtimnUntS,  537,688. 
Dofldency.  718-720. 
Indigenona  remedies,  402, 533. 
MannfaotuTe  of  soap  ftom  wheat-strav  ashes, 

887. 

Uonafaoture  of  wblsky  from  sorghum  seed,  712. 
Heaanres  to  provide,  481,  882,  887,  712,  788,  790, 

1180,1181. 
Fnrcbases  abroad,  526, 880, 865-868. 
Transfer,  648. 
■sen,  Gilbert  H. 

Correepondence,  War  Deparbnent,  C.  S.,  847. 
Hell,  Patrick  H.,  311. 
Kelton,  C.  D. 
Correepon  donee,    Bnreau    of  CoDsrriptiou, 

0. 8.  A.,  1084. 
Ifentioned.  1018, 1019. 
■elton,  Sammtl  W. 
Correspondence.    See  Adjutant  and  Intpeelor 
OenertU't  Office,  €.  8.  A.f  also  Wor  B^n- 
(Mnt,  C.S. 
UeDtloned,171,172. 


KoMMlager,  CferiitophwCI. 

Correspondenoe.  See  Traaimni  l>si>wftw<wt.  O.  S. 

Uentioned.T,  184,  105,  201,  213.  282-284.  292,  288, 
308,  867,  S70, 371, 423, 424, 48S,  482-184, 6S5,  KS, 
6B5. 627, 828, 784, 962.  U84, 1186. 

Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  C.  S.,  1184. 
Keadsahall,  George,  001. 
Mendenhall,  George,  lira.,  662. 
Heises,  Tkeaias,  137, 1188, 1191. 
■ere<ltli,Jolin  A.,  660. 
■arUiaa,  mss. 

BxpedlUoB,  etc.,  Feb.  S-lC«r.  8, 1864, 8X4. 
Xeriwetter,  Mlaer. 

Correspondence,  R.  Taylor,  742. 

Uentioned,312,091. 
Xsxiee. 

Evasion  of  blockade  via,  665, 506, 568, 572. 573. 

Ovwland  eommetee,  208. 207, 210, 340,  ^4^  806. 

Recruiting  serrtoe,  880-962. 

Selzare  of  C.  S.  Army  auppllea,  566, 578. 
Merer,  H;., 660, 670. 
■leUe,  James  M.,  060. 
■IMletm,  Heary. 

Correspondence.  State  Department.  U.  S.,  133. 

Mentioned,  133. 
Hlletf  William  Poreker. 

Oomaponde&ce,  BursMi  of  Otmaeriptlon, 
C.&A.,88S. 

See  alao  Oongrttt,  O.  S. 

Uentioned,  137, 1188, 1188, 1191. 
Military  Coarte. 

Assignment  of  Jatlges,  70. 

Details  of  army  ofBcers,  193. 

Powers,  etc,  182, 108, 246, 247,254, 494, 497,488. 508. 

Bemarks: 
Davis,  Jefferson,  247. 
Lee.B.E.,248,247. 

fleoretaty  of  War,  C.  8.,  247, 254, 331,  IS2. 
BovlsiOB  of  prooeedlnga,  1124. 
Military  Store-Keepera,  C  B.  A. 

Appointment,  eta.,  191.492. 
Examination,  749. 
MUlUa. 
Alabama,  601, 747. 

Qeoigla,  250, 260, 636, 545, 6S0, 608, 612, 724, 748,749, 
822,850,1034, 1058,1181. 

Liability  of  exempted  men  to  duty,  574. 

Liability  to  conscription,  172-174, 256, 376. 

Ulssisslppi,  172-174, 690, 747, 1034. 1041. 

North  Carolina,  307. 

Semarks,  Jefferson  Davis,  I1S3. 

Virginia,  256, 268, 269, 376, 1039. 
MllledgevlUs  (Ga.)  Union,  260. 
■lUer,  Jo.  H. 

Correspondence,  U.  F.  Berry,  649. 
Miller,  MUdletoa,  608. 
MlUer,  SimmI  A. 

Coneepondence.  See  CongrtM,  0. 8. 

Uentioned,  187, 1189, 1191. 
'  Miller,  W.  D. 

Correspondence,  K.  Clements,  S73. 
Miller,  William. 

Assigned  and  relieved  commandant  of  eon- 
aorlpta,  Florida,  66, 609. 
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HlUer,  VIUI»-Coiitioiwd. 
Mentioot^  OA,  560. 
Babert  H.,  m. 

CorreapondcDce.  See  riorida,  Oovtmnr  a/. 

MeaUooed,  18, 10, 21-SS,  88, 880, 4m,  BSe,  905. 
MInlrterfl,  Uoltod  SUtos. 

Eogland.  See  Okarht  Fronoit  Adama. 

Rnsaia.   Sao  Benry  MiddUlon. 
Uaitten  of  tke  Goipel. 

AddiMBea  to  tbe  peopis,  1118. 

Kxonption  from  otnucription,  17t. 

Mim^mtxj  operatloiia  in  tha  Amy,  MS. 
Mfmvn. 

Discharge,  1I!». 
■Inter,  Jowpk  F.,  S74. 
■lailtirippl. 

Agricoltanl  detaila,  1104. 

Arms  for  miUtls,  5W,  SOI,  003. 

Camp  guards,  eta.,  in  conscript  service  Sept.  9, 

Censna  statisUes,  103. 
Oommlssionor,  habeu  o«nnis  not,  3S7, 
Comforenee  of  impressment  comnlssionera  st 

Uontgomei;,  AI*.,  008, 
Coneolldation  of  orgonlsettons,  643, 838. 
Co-operation  of  oivit  oonrts  with  mttitary  au* 

thOTiUes,59e. 
Denis,  J.  C,  assigned  commandant  irf' conscripts, 

870. 

Deaertera  returned  to  Army,  388, 1109. 

Destltntlon  of  people,  078. 

Enforcement  of  eontcription  aota,  448, 4S0,  710, 

740, 831-824, 002-804, 005, 988, 1102-1184. 
Enlistment  of  oonsoripts  In  State  orgs  nizatlons, 

8.9. 

Estimated  percentage  of  white  popuisUon  Tiir- 
nlshed,  103. 

Eatimate  of  military  resonroes,  102, 63S. 

Exhiblta  of  conscripts  enrolled,  exempted,  de- 
tailed, assigned,  etc.,  103, 303, 1  lOUl  103, 1 ICS- 
1107. 

Inipiwssmant  ef  slavM,  1080. 

UablUty  of  miUtU  to  eonscriptitm,  172-174. 

Members  of  C.  S.  Congress,  1180-1190. 

Men  fomisfaed,  101-103,303, 1101. 
Men  eobjecv  to  conscription,  1804,  MS. 
HlUtia,  172-174, 500. 747, 1034, 1041. 
Operations  In.  See  Meridian.  Expedition,  4te., 

Feb.  S-Mar.  6,  1864. 
Qnota  Impreased  slaves,  03S. 
Kesenres,»7,S25. 

Beaistanos  to  oonsoriptlon,  actual  and  antici- 
pated. 904. 

Schednlea  of  prices  for  prorislons,  etc.,  262-260, 

oee. 

state  officers  exempted  from  conscription  on 
certiBcate  of  Goremor,  851, 800-870. 

State  troops,  307-300, 7 10, 740, 821-824, 841. 

Trade  vith  tbe  enemy,  046-001,  877-088, 088, 089, 
718, 736, 780, 700. 

Transfer  of  milUia  to  G  &  serrloe,  1034. 

Tnnsftr  of  State  troops  to  C.  &  aervlee,  220, 201, 
1041. 

irnnnUiorlsed  military  organisattona,  888. 
UnlawfU  seianres  of  piivate  pn^wty,  089. 


Mississippi,  AdJataat  and  Inspeetor  General  of. 

Orders,  General,  series  1804:  Ho.  7,308. 

Orden,Speoial. series  1863:  ITo.  35,808. 
Mlnlui^,  QoTOmor  of. 

Canformllltia,SO0. 

Conference  of  Governors  at  Aiignata,  Ga.,  78S, 

736. 

Correspondence : 
Brandon.  W.  L.,  710, 824. 1084. 
Borean  of  Conscription,  C.  S.  A.,  870. 
Chalmers,  J.  R.,8. 
Davis,  Jefferson,  625, 730, 1030, 1089. 
Lea,  8.  D.,  9. 

Hsary,  D.  H..  841, 847. 803. 
NorUi  CarollDa,  Oovmior  of,  086. 
Follt,L.,220,2fll,307. 
Taylor,  B.,  1041. 

War  Department,  C.  S.,  172,440,400, 600,891,002. 
■isilsslppl  CsBtral  Bailrvad. 
ConBtmctioD,  etc.,  for  military  purpoaea,  9, 10^ 
478,508,514. 
MlHlsBlppl  Troops  (C.)< 
Cttvtisy—BaUatiotu  I  IMi,  643;  SSd,83B. 
Cavalry— A^^jfluntt.-  lstPartI«ui  Kanfen,64ai 
Si  Fartiaan  Bangers,  Oi  M(inate),0i  7th, 
8tli,643;  JelTDaHs  Legion,  630,537. 
Missoari. 
Members  of  C.  8.  Congress,  1180-1101. 
Beomlting  service,  713. 
Representation  In  C.S.  Congress,  35, 30. 
■issoarl  Troops  (C). 

Cavalry— il«(rim«nl« :  2d,  868. 
Mtt^l,  Ciurles  B.,  137, 1187, 1180. 
Hitdtoll,I..B.,08. 
Mobile  Md  eirard  BatlrMd. 
ReaolnUosB  of  stookliolders,  878.  '' 
Union  Springs  and  Uontgoma^  eonneotion,  676- 
677. 

■enroe,  Jsmes,  320. 32t 
Monroe,  Thoaiaa  B.,  1186. 
Montague,  C. 

Conespondenee,  Got.  of  South  Carolina,  406. 

HenUoned,  403, 404, 407, 411, 412. 
■ntague,  Bofeert  L.,  1191. 
■outgomery  aud  West  Point  Ballroad. 

Incapacity  for  reqniremento  of  C.  S,  Govern- 
ment, 312. 

Mentgomenr  Conventlou  orseeediug  Mates. 

Preservation  of  record^  1015-1018. 
Moore,  G.  D. 

Correspondence,  Q.  M.  Gen .  'a  Offloe,  C.  S.  A  .,748. 
Moore,  iames  W.,  187, 1188, 119& 
Moore,  John,  94. 
Moore,  P.  W.,  643. 
Moore,  Sasiael  P. 

Correspondenoe.  See  Surp.|6«n.'«  OJIee,  C5.A. 

Henti<med,23,2S,  106.  100,  169.  183,  216,  248,  208, 
440, 481, 534, 648, 023,876, 876, 898, 988,990,1074, 
1075,1084,1168, 1183. 

Snrgeoa-General,  C.  S.  A.,  1183. 
Marehead,  Mr.,  444. 
Morekead,  Charles  8.,  573. 
Morebead,JohnH.,  1180. 
■orilt,  Glarenee,  726, 741. 
Morgan,  Hr..  808. 
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■orgBB,  J«kB  Hi 

CoiTMpOBdMioe,JelbBNBl}»Tla,n. 
lIflaU«Md,890^8m. 

BaggMts  reorgaDlMtkui  Mii  ooaoMitnitfMi  of 
Kentucky  troa]Mi,  SI-JI. 
lorgui,  SbapMR  H.,  UH. 
Merrla^  Clwrtes,  729. 
MwtM,  JaektoK,  iiBS. 
■•rtoB»  Blcbud. 
CwiMpODdence,  Hltcr  ud  UnltifC  Bnram, 
C.S.A.,8B2. 
Sm  alM  ViUr  and  Minimg  fiufwtw,  O.  8.  A. 
Mentioned,  700, 702, 11S8.  IIM,  1105, 1183. 
SaperiDtendent  of  Niter  and  Mining  Bureiin, 
C.S.  A.,1183. 
■•rton,  Bobert  C,  «9e.  701 
■oMier,  Edgar  618. 
■oips,  B.  i. 
GorrMtpondence,  Snbeiatonoe  Dept.,  C.S.A.,  S28. 
MenUoned.a31. 
■lifted,  Qeorge  W. 

CorraapendeMce.  See  VtrgimU,  BtrtUrg'tfSUaa.  j 
■nfUait  af  War. 
Annoal  report,  Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A..,  , 
738.734. 

.  Appropriations  for  purohaee,  etc.,  189, 480,  nw. 
'  ^LnuB  mannbctured  in  the  North,  S76, 677. 

Aaaeaament  for  loat  or  damaged,  27, 448. 

Bar<neto,28. 

MaonflMitured  and  captnred.  733, 784, 867. 

Heamrea  to  provide,  64, 845, 448,  880-588,  587,  ' 
666-067,  666,  ST9,  S7S-674,  986-968,  1064,  lOU.  ] 
1175,1176.  ; 

On  hand  at  araenala,  eto.,  Kovembar,  1861, 866. 

Pricea,280. 

Purcfaasea  abroad,  BM),  Ofi&-B68, 086. 

Scisnre  by  Mexican  Govenuueot,  S64, 678. 
■uMrl^n,  I'harlei  J.t  167,780, 1188. 
Hnrrak,  Pendleton, 

Correapondencc.  See  Tuuu,  Qottrnorof 

Mentioned,  186, 288, 2S4, 868. 
Barrnj',  E. 

Correapondenoe,  H.  Savags,  806. 

Mentioned.  1055. 
■orrar,  John  P.,  IIOI. 
■■Iter  oat  of  Volanteera. 

South  Carolina  aix-montha'  Slate  trocva.  88, 89. 
Baitlan,  J.  L. 

Correspundenoe  i 
Kopper)i,J.D.,677. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  575. 

Mentioned,  676. 
■ren,  B«v.  Dr..  1116. 
■yers,  Abraham  U,  318-380^ 
Myeni,  E.  T.  D.,  302.684. 
Mjeri,  Frank. 

Correapondenoe. 
BatUuid,J.H.,4l4. 
Tnnit,T.a,413,414. 

Mentioned,  403, 404, 408, 400, 411. 
NUC7  Dawami,  Schooner,  S7S. 
Rap.,  414. 
Xapoleon  1,  86, 133. 
Xapoleon  III,  86. 
Hayor,  Schooner,  1058. 
Kaah^Jama  H.,  1117. 


ffaArnia  wm4  Chattamaga  BaHrwd. 

Employia  ezonaed  fro«  drill*,  537. 
MHatlTaflwrglan." 

Correapondenoe,  War  Department,  C.  S.,  OOS. 
Kary  Bepartamt,  C.  B. 
'>  CoaU  of  tbeateamer  Ad  ranee,"  lOU-1057, 1078, 

1077, 1081, 1088. 
Correapondenoe: 
Attomey-General'a  Offlee,  C.  S.,  870. 
Davla,  JefitoMMi,  530, 581, 1006. 
Vortlt  CanUm,  Got.  ot  MO,  10S5, 1078. 1081. 
War  Xteputeent,  0. 8.,  174, 561. 
Detalla,  805, 363, 1101, 1106-1108, 1178. 
Mallory,  S.  R.,  Secre(»ry  of  the  Navy,  118L 
Principal  offldals,  1861-1865, 1184. 
Ravy  ortbe  fanlMatate  Statea. 

Seamen  in  Invalid  Corpa,  814. 
Raely,  Blckard,  888. 
Haeaan,  Jaaea,  600. 
Ragraaa* 

AbidltioB  of  alavnry  orfed,  lOOT-lOTO^ 
A^ralaenient  of  Talne  of  impTMaed,  888. 
Appropriation  for  Impreaaed  alavea,  iliifninid. 
18A. 

Board  of  appraisement,  066. 

Cleburne,  et  al.,  memorial  arglng  the  heeing 

and  arming  of  slaves.  1. 
Compenaation  for  impreased  slaves,  112. 
Dlrvctlon  and  control  of  impreased,  808, 889. 
Xmployment  aa  aoldlers,  603, 694, 761, 762, 76^771, 

707-799, 846. 9S9, 860,  981. 1007-1013,  1070, 1083. 

1080, 1110, 1188, 1187, 1188, 1161. 
Xmployneat  as  teanutera,  laborers,  eic,  la 

Army,  208,800,180,881,88^1,838-840,  1114- 

1116. 

Eatimate  of  cost  for  Impreased  slave*.  40. 

Impressment,  40, 112, 208, 800, 230, 231, 333,51«.&1T, 
548. 563, 964. 605-660, 072,745, 74^  85 1-853, 887- 
809,005,933,981,963,064,  979,  1018-1086^  10S9, 

10S8,  lose,  loss,  iiu-iiio,  iia»-ii4s. 

Organisation,  etc..  as  oolored  troopa.  Sea  Con- 

f»i^rata  StaUa  Colored  Tnop$, 
PSAS ports  for  emanolpated  alavea,  661, 668. 
Pay,  etc.,  of  enrolled  or  impressed,  208,  209,  716, 

717.S33,11]5,1]39. 
Release  of  slave  labor  on  fkntlflcatlmia,  162. 
Reqaisftlon,  Governor  of  VfcrgiBia,  for  aLire 

labor,  1138, 11S9. 
Reaolnttwi  C.  S.  Congreaa.  ImprMsmeat  ol 

alavea,  886, 907. 
Tmatment.  BeBiarka,Oov«mor  of  North  Cu-o- 

Una,  915,010. 
Withdrawal  ot  slaves  from  within  eaetny's 
lines,  25-27,41,48. 
Resbltt,  Wllllaa,  8. 
Reva,  Hrljr,  1067. 
Rew  Bsrket,  Ta. 

Engagement,  Hay  15, 1854, 787. 
Raw  Bexlea  Territory. 

B«cmlting  aervioo,  060-062,  lUOS,  1086. 
Rawsoai,  Mm  P.,  648. 
Rewtoi,  Wllloaghbr. 

CorrespoDdenoe,  Jefferson  Davis,  1118. 
Rew  JoA  flerald,  158. 
Rew  Torii  RewB,  638. 
He«Voffc1iaMa,687. 
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Jiew  York  Tribune,  r>80. 
Nkkolli,  PrueltT. 
Correepondencft : 
A4Jt.uid  IiiBp.Gen.'B  Offioe,C.S.  A., 268,378. 
Tirginla,  Governor  af,ym. 
Xlekols,  B.  B. 

Correapondeiiee,  J.  B.  Hagriider,  8W. 
Mirht  Hswk,  Steamer,  789. 
XiilDg«r,  Peter,  811. 
TihMt  Eiiealu  A. 
(kmmlMloiwr  for  Georgia,  habena  imrpna  art, 
225. 

CorreBpondeace,  War  Department,  (.'.  S.,  826. 

HentiuDod,  968,1185. 
Mlabftt,  Bo.  B. 

CorrMpODdenoe,  Joflfenou  DavlH,  826, 825. 
Niter. 

Measarea  tii  provlile,  S95, 606. 
Productiou  aoil  expen(litiirea,698. 
Slter  asd  Hinla;  Bnreau,  C.  ft.  A. 
Approprintiona,  480, 62C. 
AanlgnimeDt  and  organlxatiun  of  oniployte,  Bi, 

05,195. 
CHiMltiea,007. 

Condition,  needs,  etc,  096-097. 976,  BR1, 1096. 
CoDBcriptlon  of  enployte,  741. 
CorreepondvDoe :  ■ 

Gabbett,  W.,  196. 

Hill,  W.U.,  1165. 

Lee,  K.  E..  1175. 

Morton,  R..  8.12. 

Tiirpin.  A.,5.13. 

War  DeptM  C.S.,34, 589,096,748,886, 981,1104. 
Detalla,  863, 1101, 1106-1109. 
Katabliahment.  organiEatlon,  etc,  492, 493,944. 
Batlmatea  for  foreign  Rnppliee,  589, 609. 
Eatlniates  of  approprialiun,  770. 
Force  employed,  696. 
Fomaceii  In  Virginia.  S32-83S. 
Interference  with  employ^tt,  05, 195, 196. 
Iron  and  general  mining  service,  700. 
List  of  officert,  702. 

MeaeureBt<iprovidei)npp1ie8,IlS4,lie5,ll75,1176. 
Military  organiuitton,  097. 
Morton,  R.,  Superintendent,  1183. 
Nitrlariee,  699. 
Operatlona,  1864, 696-702. 

PrrMlucUona  of  Iron,  copper,  lead,  etc.,  989-991. 
Pro  rnta  distribution  of  appropriaiiona,  628. 
Prutuctiun  to  emplo.vfts,  05, 106. 
ItegulaUona.  195, 196. 
St.  John,  I.  M.,  Soperintendent,  1183. 
Trans-HisslsBippi  service,  097. 
Mter  aad  Blnlag  Corps,  C.  8.  A.   See  Niter  and 

fining  Jrtireow,  O.  S.  A. 
Xoel*  B.  L.,  972. 
Xolaad,  B.  P. 
Correspondence : 
Boyle,  C,  806. 
Cloyd,J.,288. 
Lee,R.E.,285. 
Noland,  R.  W.  N.,  1006, 10:11. 
Sobaistence  Dept.,  C.  S.  A..  290, 087. 1006, 1032. 
War  Department.  C^.  S..28l,287. 
MenUoned,  315. 605. 612, 688, 1H6. 


.Noland,  B.  W.  H. 
Corn>spond«nce : 
Poator.T.  R.,103]. 
UToland,  B.  P.,  1000, 1081. 
Taylo^,  C.  S.,  1005. 
Mentioned,  1032,  lOlS. 
NSlting,  A.  W. 

Correapondenoe,  War  Department,  C.S.,  569. 
Koppers,  Joseph  D. 
Correspondeitoe : 
Btacknian,  H.,S77. 
Dawson,  T.  H.,  577. 
I       Iveraon,  A.,67T. 

Un8tlan,J.L.,S77. 
'  ITomd,  Bobeit  T.,  823. 
I  Norria,  WllliaM. 

I     Chief  of  Signal  Corps,  C.S.  A.,  1188. 
Mentioned,  577, 1183. 
Iforth  America,  Schooner,  1057. 
Nortk  Asia,  PamaBkej,a>d  Totopatomoy  Blferi, 
Ya. 

Operations  on  tbeltne  of  the.  May£i!-JiuMl,  1864, 
756,757. 
.Hoith  CuttUna. 
Afflilra  In.  203. 
Agrionltnral  details.  1104. 

Camp  gnards,«te.,in  pnoKeript  servlro  8epL9, 
1864,6.^. 

Census  statistics,  103.  • 
Com miesl oner,  habeas  corpus  act,  210, 213, 238. 
Conference  of  inipreaament  commiasloncra  at 

Raleigh,  608, 
Consolidation  of  organlaatione,  536, 687,  S40, 841. 
Cotton  loaned  to  C.  S.  GoTenimeat,416, 417. 
Deiwedatione  on  private  property  by  C.  S.  troopa 

in  Wilke8,County,  177, 201, 2«. 
Deserters  retumefl  to  Army,  860, 1109. 
Dlaaffectlon  of  people  and  troopa,  104, 1114. 
DistilliitiDn  i.f  gmin,  23, 24. 1063, 1064. 
Enforccm>>nt  of  coasoription  nctn,  176, 107, 198, 

200, 201, 285, 307, 318. 353,  B54, 375,  376, 425-429, 

530, 555, 556, 740, 754, 755. 
Estimated  percentage  of  white  population  I'nr- 

nlshed.  103. 

I     Eatlmate  of  military  reeonroea,  98, 99, 636. 
Exemption  of  State  oflicerB  Irom  roneoription, 

375, 376, 425-429,  S80, 655,  KStf. 
Exhibits  nf  consoripta  enrolled,  exempted,  de- 
tailed, assigned,  etc,  1(0, 300,  noMlO\  ll(i7- 
1109. 

Exportation  of  cotton,  4, 10, 28, 29, 42,43, 113, 114, 

153, 154, 169, 184, 213. 
Torelgners,  724. 

Habeaa*  corpus  act,  104, 2*7, 268, 274, 275, 284, 
656. 

Inspections,  oonscripUon  aerrice,  490,  491,  504- 

506,539-542. 
J  anior  Keserves,  353, 854. 
List  of  coiiRcript  officers,  507. 
Mensnrea  for  defense,  056, 
Meaaures  to  provide  snpplies,  671. 672, 60a-Wi. 
Members  of  C.  S.  Congress,  1188-1188,  UBO,  1191. 
Men  fnrni8he«l,08, 103, 103,360,732,1101. 
Men  Buliject  to  conacriptlon,  18S4, 108. 
Militaty  and  oivU  appoiubnenta,  etc,  in,  260. 
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HotU  CaMltM-COirttawd. 
]fUtte,3a7. 

PriDolpMls  of  ralMtltatcs,  lIC.  UT.  IDS;  m.  Ml. 
Quote  ImprMMdaUTM,  US. 
Keoraltlng  aervioA,  Mt. 

SOMTTMiTlA. 

RMintonoe  to  oouaripUoB,  Mtu]  ud  mtifii- 

Pftted,  S53,630. 
ScbednlM  of  prices  for  prorlshMii,  «tc.,  6M. 
Seeret  ftooietlM.  Mffi-SM. 

State  (^oen  •zeaptod  ft«tnconacriptk«  on  oer- 

tiflwt*  of  OOTanor.8Sl,M5-8HI. 
State  troopa  for  dafraM  <rf  Witaalnston,  613. 
Stoppag*  <rf  bloobide-rmiBlBC,  1117. 
Trade  irlCh  the  etMmy,  SM,  «1. 
Herth  CireUwh  Depuiaeet  of  (C). 
OrguiutioB,  atrengtb,  etc^of  treope: 
Jut.U,  1865, «». 
Apr.  17,  U6K,  lUZ. 

"CodeortbeeteuMrAdvstMw,"  106&-1067, »», 

10T7.1U3,1Q8& 
ConfereBoe  of  Oovernore  at  AiicData.Oa..€M, 

OSS,  736. 736. 
Correepondenca : 
Alabama,  Qoveroor  of,  686. 
Attomer-QeDeral's  Oflloe,  C.  S.,  BM,  666. 
Baker,  L.  8.,  606. 
3ras£>B4  7Xa. 

X)aTia,JaAiMll,  11,51,77,  lU,  153,303,217, 3M. 
M0.«T1,7M,M6, 

Kngfneer  Departmeat,  C.  8.  A.,  67a 

Florida,  OoTomor  of,  686,721. 

Georgia,  Qoremor  of,  686, 788. 

Holmes,  T.H.,746,754. 

Lee,  B.B.,  612,718,1111. 

UiMtHippl,  Oovernor  of,  685. 

Kavy  Department,  G.  S.^VTO,  1055, 1OT6. 1081. 

Qoartemaater-Oe&eral'a  Office,  G.  &  A.,88. 

Booth  GamllM,  Oorernor  of,684,«BX. 

Timwaaei^  Oorenor  of,  8BB. 

Treaanzy  Depwtneiit,  0. 8q  177. 

Tlrghila,  Qorenior  of,  686. 

War  Department.  C.  B.,  2,  A.  10,38,28,42,118, 
1S3. 164, 109, 176, 184. 197, 301,  218, 285, 807, 818, 
87^  416, 4^^  680, 665, 871.068, 1668, 1118. 1168. 

mite,  J.,  1117. 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C,  428, 686. 
Impressment  of  enppUea,  2,8. 
ProcUmatlona,  868. 

Pntort  agalnat  diatUlatloB  of  gr^  1088, 1061 
Seqneat  Itor  oop7  of  leeret  beeattve  eorre* 

apondeooe,  1156, 1157. 
Treatmen  t  of  impressed  slaves,  M5,  M6. 
Hertli  Carollaa,  Wertera  DMrkt  af. 
Organisation,  strength, etc.,  of  tnopa: 
Jolr  1, 1864,  530. 
Deo.  18, 1864,089. 
ICar.lO.  1805,  1182. 
Hntt  OmUM  aid  Heathen  TIrglaia,  Dept.  of. 
Otganlaatlon,  strengtb,  etc.,  itf  troops,  June  80, 
1864,630. 
Harth  OiTCliu  Lsglalatai*. 
Oare,  ete.,  of  sick,  convalesoent,  and  mmiided  < 

soldien.958, 059. 
ImpEeaamsat  of  sappUea,  2. 


Hwth  Gmlln  ■aUnid. 

Gonaerfptkn  of  amplojtBi  CBS-Vl. 
Kwth  Car*liu  TrMp* 

Caytlxy-BtttaHon*!  Ittfe,  &a8t  IMh  Partfan 

BaaKen,5S7;  Uth,537. 
Gavalry— Av^mmto.-  4a,  538. 
Intaatry—BaiUUoM:  IstJaalorEeserTss^SM, 
841;  4th  Jaelor  leservea,  840;  3th  Jaaior 
Beserres,  840  ;  8th  JwiIm-  Meaamt,  M8, 
S41i  ■alleU'a,401. 
Ukntiy— AyimcMte.-  M  Jaalar  Bi—ctw,  816; 
UJnlorBaiarTea,840i  Ma.m,aoi. 
Hartlwn  Tlrglalft,  krmj  ef. 
Orden,  Circulars,  series  1868;  (Vok>  Dee.  88,61. 
Orders,  General,  H<ries  1884:  (Lee)  Na.  ttf886; 

No.  6a,  587. 
Organisation,  strength,  etc.: 
June  30,  1804,  530. 
Dee.  81, 1864. 988. 
Feb.  to,  1806, 1181. 
N arthr^,  Ladu  B. 
Con.  0«B.  of  SabeiataMa,  C.  S.  A^  Un. 
Corraapoadenoa.  See SuMtttmet  JMpt^  O.S.A. 
Uentioned,  IS,  10, 68, 77, 81, 107,  117,  170,  330,  248. 
250,  276, 283, 384, 287, 288, 293. 900, 481. 6D0, 601. 
607,  629,  843,  643,  687,  788,  875, 876. 1088, 1011^ 
1151,1183. 
Norton,  N.  L.,  1191. 
Ifares,  A.  B.,  18, 90. 
Sores,  JaiMs  B.,  888. 
Haraea. 

Ezenptloa  from  oonserlptiM,  179. 

BaUons,  175,684. 
Natt,  T.,  548. 
O'Brien,  Smith,  5. 
Ochiltree,  WUliam  B..  1186. 
Odla,Jolut  H.,401. 
Offieers,  krmj. 

Additional,  of  artillery  for  ordnance  dnUcs.  473, 
497, 608, 608. 

Appointaoent,  removal,  elOn  af  officers  Suit« 

troapa,  618, 866-057. 
Ohaplalna,  68, 161, 184, 488. 
Clothing,  188, 1088, 1084. 
Oompensatlon  for  staff  dnty,  288, 299. 
Consolidated  regimoits.  1166-1168. 
Detolla  for  militoir  eouta,  198. 
Sffeots  of  deceased,  1. 
BDgineer  Corps,  C.  R.  A.,  ISO,  181. 
BxaminatiOB  of  ocnuotlpt  offiflsm,  fbr  Md  aerr- 

loa,  187. 
FMage,  IM,  194. 
Forlongbs,  1178. 
General.  184, 220, 313.^815, 833, 487. 
General,  with  temporar;  rank,  457, 408. 
General  staff,  816,  853,  363.  46(MUI6,  497.  488, 593, 

835-888, 1185, 1126. 1173-1175. 
Hospital  accommodations,  174, 496. 
lavalld  Corps,  814,215,342,348,298,1083.1084. 
LoaTsa  of  absence,  229, 628, 684. 
Ktmbers  Georgia  Lei^atttre,  174. 
UlUtary  atMe-ke^era,  191,  m, 
OtMal  oOTraapoadaBee,  171, 710;  721,  ffil.  888. 8«3 

1162. 

Opinions,  Att(niiay.O«Beral,  C8.,  818-816^  Sift. 
823,066. 
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OBMn,  Amy— CoDtlnned. 
FmoDftl  reporU,  163,  242, 243, 923, 034,  m. 
Pricw  for  BalMiBtenoe  atorM  pnnhued,  W8. 
PnNDotlon  for  skill  and  valor,  IM. 
ftttlOH,  lO,  ITS.  186,  Stt,  481. 721. 

floooto  udftuidaln  iriniHlp^  VaUsy,  4gB.4M. 

8opernnmer«ry,  163, 4M. 

TnBoporUtloD,  402. 490,  Ki,  023. 

TnTol  allowaacM,  634,  S64, 56t,  Stl,  Sn,  580. 
Mem,  Marl»«  Cor^ik 

Clothing,  1068, 1084. 
I  taraUd  Corpa,  1668. 
;  9Bwra,IfaTr. 

ClotUag.  UBS,  1684. 
:    iBTsIid  Oorpa,  16B8. 

Batiinu,481. 

TtanaportaUon,  488. 
WMtf  H.  8t.  e—tft  872. 
m  DoHialOB,  Steamer,  9S6. 
OMkaai.  W.  H. 

Corraspondence,  S.  8.  Harris,  618, 
Mdkaa,  WlUlaaaoa  8. 

Osnaaptndenco,  Jeffenon  Darts,  1OT6. 

HentliMied.  187, 1186,  US7, 1180. 
OMrMfe,l.a.,0a7. 
•Hmoe,  J.B.,811. 

«utae,C8.S.  See IWbiAauM,  (7.  A «. 
OIiitM,  or  OcMM  Vomty  Fla. 

Engagement,  Feb.  20,  1804,  188,824. 
«rd,  HwaNO.  C.,n36. 
Ortaaace  Departaeat*  C<  8*  A. 
Appropriations,  188, 480, 82& 
Caanaltles,  734. 
-..CoDdUloti,  DMds,  eto.,  878, 1084, 1071,  lOK. . 
iSoneApOimot  enplojrb,  TU". ' 
Correspoadenee : 
Adams,  S.,  878. 
Bragg,  B.,  283. 
Davis,  Jelferson,  677. 

QnartennaBter-GeQeral's  OfBoe,  C.  8.  A.,  46. 

Snrgeon-Oeneral's  OfBoe,  C.  S.  A.,  S88. 

War  Department,  C.  S.,  18.46,83,167,448.588, 
703, 70i.  788, 742,  B86, 1064, 1071. 
IMaIIs,  868, 1101, 1106-1108. 
latatdiahBODt,  organliatlon.  eto.,  818, 844. 
Estimates  for  foreign  snppHes,  688, 580. 
Estimates  of  appn^trlatlons.  777. 
Oorgas.J.,  Chief  of  Ordnance  Hnreaii.  1183. 
Ueasares  to  provide  euppUes.  See  MuttUiont 
of  War. 

UeehanlcB  exempted  from  oonsoription,  1063, 
1083. 

Operattons,  1864,  788,734. 
Pro  eat*  dlatrtbotioB  of  approprfatioBs,  448, 697, 
928. 

Kednction  of  field  anlllery.  283, 384. 

KeorganiMtlon,  608, 600. 
Otdnaace  Depots*  C.  S.  A. 

TraxMi porta tlon  of  provialons,  176. 
OcdaaBce-Sergeaats,  C.  8.  A. 

Commatation  of  rations,  6,688. 
rB«lllj,J.  T.,  1055. 
^y^***!  George  4i>(  726. 


OrgaaiMttaa,  E^alfmeat,  etc,  af  Anny. 
Aoto  of  C.  S.  Congress : 

Har.6,1861, 818. 

11178,1861,  818. 
11, 1881, 318. 

Sept.  18,  1862,  315. 

Oct  6,  1802,  815. 

Oct.  IS,  1862,  818-SU. 

Feb.  17,  1864,  178, 188, 184, 208, 214, 816. 

Ifay  23,  1864,  481. 

Hay  31, 1864,  402,488. 

June  4,  1864,  482. 

Jane  7,  1864,  400. 

June  »,  1864,  403. 

Jnne  10.  1884,  488, 486, 487. 

June  14, 1864, 4B4, 486, 487. 

F«1k2>,  1886,  1168^1167. 

Har.  18, 1865, 1161. 
Additional  officers  .of  srttllei7  fin  ordnanoa 

datieo.4T5,476,4»7,60e. 
Additional  qnartanoasters  and  eummlsaailea, 
486. 

Aidea-de^mp,  1125,1126,1178. 

ArtlUery,  203, 284. 

Cadets,  1197, 1158. 

CaDa  Ibr  troops.  000, 613, 1008, 1181. 

Civtnmd  oonmaada,  22^  287. 

OsTalrr.  184. 

Cbaplains,  496. 

Colored  troops.  See  GMtMerols  iStates  (MotmI 

TVoop*. 

Consolidation  of  reduced  regiments,  764, 7ST,  084, 

865, 1124, 1143, 1144. 1166-1168. 
Dismonnted  eaTalrTawn  to  aarve  with  InAutry, 

166. 

XmidojDHBt  of  negnwa  aa  toamstara,  eto.,  206, 
208,280, 881, 8IM81.888-840.1114-11161 

KiighieerOorpe,C.8.A.,  100,181,844,1084. 

Bnrigns,  100, 402, 1 167, 1108. 

Exohangoof  ootton  and  tobaooo  forsnpplies,  154. 

Qeneral  offloeis,  104, 318-816,  iSI.  406. 

General  stalT,  316, 8^  853, 400-456, 487, 488, 083, 
835-8SS,  1135, 1126. 1178.U7&. 

Indians,  464. 

Interstate  transfers,  178,  ISt,  184. 

"  Light  duty  "  oompaoies,  886,887. 

Umtaiy  atoro-keepMa,  181, 482. 

Hlnfannm  stoangth  arUllerjr,  eavalij.  and  In- 

fintr;  oompanlee,  2V7, 988, 370. 
New  organtsationa,  68. 
Partisan  rangers,  194, 201. 
Promotion  for  skill  and  valor,  84,  ISO. 
ReducUon  of  field  artUlery,  283,284. 
Begimental  oommlaaarles,  481, 403. 
Bamarks: 

Bafttuegaid.  O.  T..  168, 168. 

Davla.  Jeffmon,  708-788^  1178. 

Lee,B.X.,  1175. 

Seoretary  of  War,  a  S..  U,  827-881. 708-771. 
Booiito  and  guards,  488, 484. 
Secret  or  spedsl  serrlee  organisatiOBB,  172, 177, 

202,210,212, 481. 
Snpemnmerary  offloers,  103. 404. 
Tranabr  of  disaonatodoavalty  to  Infantry,  48^ 

ooi,ni,sn. 
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OifUls^tfoa,  B^BiiwiMit,  «l«.T«f  Anny-CoBi'il. 
Trane-MlMlMlppl  DsputuMBt.  ni-2S4. 
Within  tntmf»linm,4a*,4m. 

Army  nf  the  Oon/edmtU  SUttM. 
Enginttr  Troop*,  C.8.A. 
Invalid  Corp;  C.  S.  A, 
Nterviting  Serviet. 
Reiervu. 

Sfifnal  Oorpt,  C.  8.  A. 
XdA  rMp«rlivo  States. 
Orr,  JUNM  L.,  137,403.412,413, 1148,  UM.  1187. 1 IMI. 
Orr,  JehM  A.,  ItK  IIM. 
OtcTi  KIrkwMi. 

Authority  to  iwult  C.  S. oolorad  troopm  IIW. 

Usntioned,  1199,  IIW. 
Otter  Bock,  Scboonm,  1068. 
ObU,  Bobert. 

CorreapaDdenc«,%VRr  DepaitinMil,O.S.,  33ft,  712. 

Mentioned,  336. 
OyiT,  GnarlUe  H.,  1107. 
OrerMen. 

Exenptioo  tax  of  9600,  OM,  906. 
Owea,  L.*  577. 
OwcRBt  Jbmm  B.,  1189. 
Onl,  Steamer,  529, 62fl.  67S.  B57. 
P.     Alexander,  Bark.  1067. 
Packer,  Bobert  E.,  Scbouner,  1057. 
PalfKir.  Ednard  A. 

Correepondenoe.  See  Adjutant  and  IntpMnr 
QauraVa  Oftet,  O.  3.  A. 

Uanlioued,  171. 
PalMcr,  i»ha  B.«  920. 
Paama,  H.LH.8hS78. 
Partih,S.  M.,  904,907. 
Park«r,  ft  H. 

Correapondoiee.'War  D«pMttiirati,&  S.,  681, 932. 
Parkhni,JohaH.,726. 
Parkhlll,  S. 

Aatbority  to  recruit  C.  ti.  colored  troopa.  IIM. 

CurreHpnnilence,  S.  Jouea,  1 IH. 
pBrwnH.  i..  R..3»1,3W. 
ParaoBB,  Bosbjr  H.,  MS. 
Parttau  Bugvn. 

Diabandiue&t.  2tl. 

Organiiatlon,  etc.,  KM. 
Paaiporta. 

£tnancii>ate«l  HlHves,Ml,08S. 

Foreigners.  G6tt.  >i70. 

Person t)  liuble  lo  conscription,  1014, 1016. 
Falter,  John  II.,  :.M. 
Paal,  Alfred.  377. 
PaztM,  A.  M. 

Correspondeiiue : 
Cole,  A.  H..  66. 
War  Department,  C  S.,  <I8S. 

MentionMl,  283, 284, 908,  KM. 
PaxtoD,  JameR  Q.,  665. 
Pajlor,  Private,  507. 
PlO^estt  lo  Troopa. 

Detailed  nic-n.  2B8. 

On  descriptive  Untfi,  229,280, 1(H». 

Sick  and  voowleil  soldlera,  398. 
Pur  of  the  Arvr, 

Appropriationa,  ]:i8, 480, 628. 

Arreara.  1154, 1199. 

C.  S.  colored  troopa,  U61. 


Par  of  tke  Anaj— Oontiaiied. 
Cbaplaioa,40a. 
Detailed  men,  3. 
Kogtneer  troopa,  C  &  A .,  191. 
Enlisted  men,  492. 
Bnalcna,  190. 

Eatimatee  of  approprlatioua,  774-776. 
General  offlcera,  333, 497. 
Increaae,  41(2. 

Invalid  Cktrpa,  21 4-216, 1083. 
Hasier  armorer  at  Richmond,  Va.,64. 
unitary  atiHre-keepere,  191, 492. 
Niter  and  Uinlns  BoreMo,  C.  8.  A..  4SS,  498. 
Ramarka,  Q.  A .  Trenholm,  962.  va. 
Soonta  and  giuKda,491. 
Tax  to  meet  Increaaed  pay  of  aoldlent,  479. 
Peace  Propoaltlena. 
Cbloago  convention.  638. 

Davia- Stephens  correspond rncr.   Bto,  334-940, 
1000-1004. 

Hampton  Roads  cunfereui-o.  1058. 1134, 1135. 
Ktagtira  Falla  conference,  984-58;,  038. 
Publication  of  DaTis-Tnnce  rorrevpoDdenoe,  51, 

77,168. 
Beinarka; 

Davis.  Jefferson,  11. 800, 826-BS8, 1184,  lUK. 
Rnffin.  F.G.,  84-88. 
Stephens.  A.  H..  27V. 

Keeulutioi]BGeoi^aLegt>Utnre,239-337,8iS4nB. 
Peace  Hoclet  j.   See  Stcrtt  Sotteti—. 
Pearce,  Joha  W.,  7D2. 
Pearl,  Schooner,  1057. 
Pearaoa,  B.  i'.,214. 
Pearaen,  Blchmond  H. 

Conatttattonality  nf  babeaa  corpna  act,  213. 314. 

Correapondence,  T.  Bragg,  214. 

Mentioned,  176, 109. 200, 201, 313. 214, 338, 437. 7S&. 
Pcajr,  Nlcholatt  A.,  408. 413.414. 
Peck,  Ellsha,  320. 
Pegnua,  Jaaiea  W. 

Authority  lo  recruit  C.  S.  colored  troope,  1144. 

(Jorrespondenoe,  At^atant  nnd  Inipeotor  Oeii- 
enl's  Office,  C.S.  A.,1144. 
PeHbert«n,John 

Correapondence : 
Kane,  G.  P.,  747. 
War  Department,  C.  8..  747. 

Mentioned,  8, 313. 747. 
Pendleton,  Dndlej  D. 

Corree)Kindence.   ttee  WiWrntn  N.  PtndlUtm. 
Pendleton,  WlllUm  It. 

Com-epondence : 
Lee,R.B..54«. 
Walker,  R.  L.,5«6. 

Mentioned,  894. 916. 
Penn,  fl.  T.,  543. 
Pennington,  T.  J.,  306. 
PerktnM,  John,  Jr.,  137, 1186, 1188, 11901 
Perry  (Slave).  002. 
Perrj,  Andrew  J.,  819. 
Perry.  B.  F.,  Appraiser. 

CorreepoDdence,  Q.  M.  (ien.'HOffloe.  C.  S.  A.,  748. 
Perry,  B.      Sergt.,  972. 
Perry,  Eiwarri  A. 

CorreMpondenoe,  R.  H.  Andenon,  SS 

Mentioned.  15-17, 81, 38,  lU. 
Viattjt  J.  B.,  8. 
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Peny,  L.  S.,  507. 

PeriTMU,  DkTtd  A.,  307. 

PtrMis,  1.  W.jlMl. 

P«t,  Steamer.  351. 

Ptltnbitf  <T«.)  B«flrier,  566. 

Pctrla,E.B.,  81S. 

Pettlt,  Juiet  T.,  700. 

Pcttu,  Johi  J.,  S. 

ftjtm,  Robert  L.  Y.,  1166,1187. 

Pertm,  TkOMS  0.,  723. 

Phelu,  JaoMi. 

CorreapoDd«Doe,  Jeffenon  Dttviii,  707,  MS. 

HentioiMd,  137, 710, 1167. 
PhlUlpa,  WUUbm,  Ul. 
njwMaaa. 

ExMuptloB  tarn  eoDTCilptlan,  ITS. 
Ptckrtt,  Gmii*  S. 

CoTTMpoDdetice : 
Loogstreet,  J.,  1063. 
War  Dflpartment,  C.  8^  MO. 

Mentiansd,  93,262,857. 
PMsMt,  Tk. 

bigagement,  Jane  S,  1864, 667. 
HateMt  Billroa*. 

CwutmflUoD,  etc.,  formlllUtty  purp(MM,S03,aia. 

CorrwpODdetiM: 
I>imcaD,  J.  A.,  I1I8. 
Smltb.  W.A.,  1118. 
Heiitioiied.lUS. 
PlerMi,  C.  I.,  2S6. 
Pike,  Albert. 

Correspondence,  B.K.  Smith,  1180. 
PUlow,  eidMi  J. 
AMlgnmflnta.  1062,  ' 
Ueottoned,  8, 60, 66, 103, 234. 2St&,  252, 328. 684, 641, 
752,767,1082,1101,1123. 
PlackBcr,  TkowM. 
OorrespondfliKe.  See  BurMm  of  OvnterifHim, 

O.  S.  A. 
Heiittoiied.610,611. 
nnbMT,BA«rtF. 
CorroBpoDdtoce,  J.  A.  WlUard,  1066. 
ICcoiUoiied,  105^  1076, 1081, 1082. 

PttU,J«lBW. 

CofTMpaDdoDcs,  Adjntut  and  iDapeotor  G«n- 
•nl'a  OOee,  C.  S.  A.,  782. 
ftia  IX. 

Correapondencek  Ja&raon  DaTiB,40L 
UentioBed,  401. 
Pbtt,  Charlea  A..  811. 
Pluaaat  HIU,  La. 

Engagement,  Apr.  0, 1864,  786. 
Pl«aa«nta,  Kdwia,  87S. 
PribUl,  J.  J.,  10. 
PMk,  liMmMM 
Correspondence; 
Adjt.  and  Inap.  Oen.'a  OOoe,  C.  S.  A.,  14,06. 
Alabama,  Governor  of,  11. 162. 
Glanton,J.H.,3S4. 
DaTie,  Jefferaon,  174, 366. 
Forreat,  N.  B.,  220, 281,811. 
Goodman, 
'  lA6kliBrC,H.C.,2Sl, 
\     Idaalatippl,  Oovnuor  of,  288;  261. 807. 


Polk,  Leonldaa— ConUdiietl. 
Coneapondence : 
Sargeon-General'fl  Office,  C.  S.  A .,  50. 
War  Department,  C.  8.,  10,240,286,866,284. 
Uentioned,  06)  224, 898, 445, 1181. 
Poad,  Pmitoa,  Jr. 

Comepondeaoe,  OoTemor  of  Lonialana,  388. 
Poreher,  Fred.  A. 

Correapondeuce,  State  Department,  C.  B.,  OSO. 
Porter,  John  (J. 
Correspondence: 
Glbeon,  E.,686. 
Bldiarda,     B.,  jr.,  666. 
81itoldB.J.C.,687. 
Postal  SerrlcB. 
GondltiOB,  needa,  etc.,  071-87A 
Conacriptlon  of  empIoy6a,  52,  53,  71-74,  121-125, 
657-661. 

Employment  of  ladlea  auggeeted,  874. 
Exemption  of  emplojta  /Vom  oonaorlptlon,  170. 
PMbOHf*  VeputMnt,  C.  8. 
Contromvy  with  War  Department,  a  S.,  62,  S3, 

70-74,  m-I26i 
Correapondenoe: 
Adjt  and  Inap.  Gen.'a  Offlea,a  &  A.,871. 
Davla,  Jeffarsou,  870. 
EwdUB.8.,878,874. 

War  D^artment,  C.  8.,  53;  70,  Ul,  124, 188, 574, 
657,661. 

Details,  1101,1106-1108. 

Principal  offldala,  1861-1806, 1184. 

Soagan,  J.  H.,  Pontmaater-General,  1184. 
Potter,  Hark  L.,  Bark,  1068. 
Pette,  BIchard. 

Correapondenoe,    Snrgeon  •General's  Offloo, 
as.  A.,  682,718. 

Uentloned,  1075,1180. 
Pwdaon,  John  8.,  1014. 
Powell,  John  W.,  407. 
Power,  liOw  A  Co. 

Correepondence,  F.  G.  Buffln,  789. 

MentloDed.  788, 739, 781-78fi,  000, 1066, 1076. 
Pratt,  Hathaalel  A.,  702. 
Preddeat,  C  8.  See  Ja/araon  Datia. 
PrettOR,  Jolui  8. 

Correepondeaee.  See  Bwnmn  of  Oonteription, 
0.8.  A. 

Uentioned,  8,28,34,  86,  42.  87,07,77,187.234,231, 
239, 240, 851-253, 258, 250, 270.  275, 276, 305, 300. 
312, 378, 440, 462, 489, 503, 507. 516,  5ie,  510,  590, 
601,610,611,630,640,054,  669,710,839,855-857, 
863,807, 1010, 1020, 1112, 1121, 1183. 
Proposed  abolition  of  exlstlDg  ayateoi  of  con- 
acriptlon, 946-946. 
Superintendent  of  G«neoripUon,C.S.  A.,  1163. 
PiMtoa,  J<An  T.  Xi. 

Correapondenoe,  War  Department,  C  S.,  1098. 
Prealon,  Walter.  137, 1167, 1188. 
Preiton.  WUllam  B.,  1187. 
Price,  Hawklna  P.,  311. 
Price,  LtnvlUe,  816. 
Price,  Sterling,  713,961. 
Price,  W.  B.  C,  608,702. 
Priaceaae  Bojale,  Steamer,  SD6. 
Prtolaaa,  William  H. 
Correapondenoe,  Sorg.  0«n.'a  ODoa,  0.  S.  A.,S3S. 
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PriwMn  ef  War. 
OoMMotation  of  ntiont  <rf  naczelwBgedi  on 

fdrloagh,  68,88,808. 
■nllstuMttn  a  B.  Axmy,  flW,  Sll-SIB^  1011, 1012, 

1039.1088,1088. 
TmuportAtloB  for  sMwped  Cmifiedenrte,  from 
'  OmuuU.688,0W. 

See  »1m  EsteHanffe,  JMtMry,  />iMm«p«. 
Print*  Prop*rt]r. 
Act  of  C.  8.  CongreH,  cftptnre,  eto.,  ofeDomy's, 
180. 

Depndatlons  od,  by  C.  8.  trm^  im  Wllkee 

Oooa^,  H.  0.,  177.  »1.  SOS. 
DeMmottm,  188,  sm.  tio,  211 
InpreMmeDt,  87, 108^00. 
Liability  to  MlioTe  for  pnWo  on,  S82. 
^  Unlairfal  mIsotm,  080. 

ProeUMattoBi  Of  tb*  PmldeBt. 
Day  of  pnbllo  fiutlag,  bumiliatioo.  and  pcafor, 

1087, 1135. 
Remarka,  Jeflhtioo  DavU,  IISO. 
Praetor'a  Creak  aal  hnwwf»  BMT  (ar  Fart  Bar> 
.     U«f  >,  Ta. 

EsgasMiMBt,  Mar         UM,  7B7. 
PmMUa  CaaMda.  See  ChntuU. 

Prror,  Roger  A.,  U87,  lUft. 
Pablle  Prapertf . 

Act  of  C.  8.  Ccuffreee,  oaptare,  eta.  of  enemy'a, 
180. 

Deatmctlon,  87,  88, 125, 130,  174,  302,  204, 210,  SIS, 
280,  M4,  W,  680-688. 107S,  1079. 
Pagh,  Jaawa  L.,  1S7, 1147, 1188, 1100. 
Par)«ar,  B.  C,  1180. 
Pataer,  StC^Wit  7S6. 
qiartovuater-fleaaral'a  OBee,  C.  B.  A. 
Correapondenoe : 
Adjt  aod  Insp.  0«d.'b  One^  C.  8.  A.,»0,  UTS. 
Alabama,  Qaartermaatar-Oeiienl  of,  1077. 
Blaokstook,B.T..748. 
Bnicanof  Conscription,  C.8i.A.,SB0. 
Bnrgwjn,  H.  K.,  748. 
Cole,  A.  H.,  1087. 
CoBgEaas,  C.  1089. 
Croaa,W.B.B.,10aL 
VergnaoB,  J.  B.,  Jr.,  874,  flSL 
Ftnla7Min,J.,748. 
UoBae,C.J.,208,«73. 
UoRao.J.J.,718. 
Uartln,A.U.,748. 
HaaoD,'W.W.,748. 
]biore,a.D.,748. 
Kortb  Carolina,  Governor  of.  88. 
Oidnance  D^artmaat,  C.  S.  A.,46. 
Parry,  B.F.,  748. 
Hharp,  T.,  210, 888. 

  Slma,  P.  W.,  01, 02, 227. 268, 508, 017. 1091. 

Surgeon-General's  Office,  C.  S.  A.,  80. 
Walker.N.  S..205. 
Waller,  R.  P.,  211, 288, 351, 874. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  17,  18,65,  01,  227,268, 
202, 393, 490, 600, 666,  S&7, 680,  COO,  817,  618, 826, 
C72, 000, 710, 728, 711,800, 974, 1068. 1078, 1088. 
'Wllkliiaon,n.B.,7«8. 
Orders,  Cbonlara,  aerleB  *186<;  lag.  8*  878  { 

Sept.  16, 643. 
(Men,  Clnmlara,  aeriea  18eftt  Jaa.  IS,  1088: 


<)aaiianuatara,  C.  8.  A. 

ApiHdBtaant  raeomniwdei.  104. 
(Jaartamaatai'a  Defaitwat,  C.  8.  A. 

Aivroprlatlona,  188, 480, 838. 

OoMdltlOB,  naeda,  ate.,  OSi^  974,  «»,  1084,  1888- 

1093,1006. 

Oon^l  of  railroad  tranaportetlon,  77. 
Detaila.  800, 863, 1101,  llOS-1108. 
Batabliafament.  orftanisation,  etc.,  043. 
Eatlmate*  for  foreign  anppUea,  580, 600. 
EatimAes  of  approprlatkna,  778-774. 
luepeotloDa.  725, 728. 

laanea af  dothlnf  toa  8.  Aim;,  Jnlj  1,  1884- 

JTan.  1,1106, 1089-1041. 
Lswtoo,  A.  R.,  Qnartermaater-Otneral.  M,  1188. 
If  eaaniea  to  provide  auroliea,  499. 600. 
Opinion,  Attomc^-Oaaeral,  C.  8.,  appoinUnent 

of  A.  R.LawtOBaaQnartanaaater.GaBaral, 

818-822. 

Powere,  datlea,  etc.,  of  offloera,  724-790- 

Proratadiatrlbntlon  of  appnqifffationa,617,818. 

Bairiilatlone,643,644. 
4)Bataakaam,  Paal  J.,  S17. 
^aaaUae,  Haur,  808;  807. 
QaOtor,  Sou  *  Co.,  188.187. 
Railroad  1. 

Alabama  and  Tenneaaee  Rivera,  748, 748. 

Cbarleeton  and  SaTsonah.OOO. 

Columbia  and  Augnata,  808^  970. 

Commiaslonen,  004. 

Conneotiana  urged  by  W.  U.  Bnrvell,  226. 
Coaatmctlon,  ato.,  for  military  parposee,  251, 

8U,  888, 840. 891, 808, 06S,  570. 671, 67M77,  OH. 

741, 748, 988-970^  1008.1007,1088,1064,1085,1088, 

108B,1088,*1114. 
Control  of  tiaaaportatlon  by  Q.  ]<.'■  D^t.,  77. 
Detane,888. 

Eaat  Tenneaaee  and  Gteorgia.  687. 
Bmployteezonsed fromdrillB,637.  - 
Exemption  ftom  dntiee  on  machinery,  etc.,  442. 
Exemption  of  alBolala  and  employta  from  oos- 

■eripUon,  170. 608-401. 
n«lda,8a. 
Georgia,  687. 
QoTommant  loaoa,  748. 
Ueaaurea  to  preTont  deatruction,  1118. 
MlUtary  poaseaaion,  226, 258, 339, 840, 601. 
Ulaaiasippl  Central.  0, 10, 478,  S0Mt4. 
UoUle  and  Girard,  576^77. 
Montgomery  and  Weat  Point,  312. 
Nashville  and  Chattanooga,  SIT. 
Horth  Carolina,  698-801. 

OperaUniaad  numacament,  9^  10, 89-OB,  108^  IM- 
119, 168, 880, 840, 4n,  608, 614,688-001. 

Ptadmont,  802, 808. 

Bates  for  transporlMion,  610-618. 

Blohmond  Hud  DanvUla,  220. 287. 

BoIUng-atock,226,228. 

South  Caralino,  969; 

Sontii  Side,  220. 

Tranaportatlon  regulatlona.  048, 644. 
Union  and  Spartanbug,  980: 
Virginia  and  leUBsaaeailSO. 
Tlrginta  CantnO,  SS6. 

WRmlngtaD,  Chatlotta  and  Rntbazited,  S70. 
Wilmington  and  Ibnoheotar,  670.671. 
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Brill.  6lbrtolJ.,4«. 
Mu,  Cl««rf«  v.,  !37. 
BftUi,  Joha  P.,  I18S. 
BiMUj,  H.  A. 

Authority  to  recrait  C  S.  colored  troop*,  IIM. 

Correopondenoe,  S.  JoaM,llB4. 
BoMUjr,  H.  Atktoa. 

Correapondenoe,  J.  M.  Brook«^  681. 

Mentioned.  520. 
BwKnr,  Juiei  CI.,  U»L 
iMdolpbt  Oeorg*  W. 

Mentioned,  IIM. 

SeerMwy  of  Ww,  C.  8.,  IIH. 
Muklm,  D.,  725. 108A. 
Butrai,  Bokert,  Jr.,  m 

BttlORS. 

Arm;  ofBcoTB,  1«3, 179, 18(l,338,ttl,TSL 

C.S. colored  troops,  llftl. 

CmunaUtlon  T»lae,  53,  H,  88, 175. 218,  U3. 

Eatlnuted  coat  par  hnndred,  777. 

HoapltML  64, 175.  BH,  062.  EM. 

iBvalid  Corps,  UMIS,  8». 

S^eprobibtte(l,886. 

Sick,  oonvalaoeent,  and  ironndod  soldimi  6M, 

721. 

Tobacco,  2W,  370. 
BareBlai,  Panl  F.,  SSI. 
Bead,  Hearr  B„  137, 1188,  IIM. 
Bead,  liaae,  6S8, 702. 
Beade,  Bdwta      187. 1187. 
Beagan,  J«ha 

ComapondenGe,  K.  C^amenta,  67S. 

Sea  abH>  ro«(- OJiM  IVpsrtnMfif,  O.  A. 

MantioiMd,71,  681,  673,  «I,  7W,  1088,  1160, 1181, 
1186. 

Poetrnutar-Generat,  C.  8.,  1184. 
BeardOB,  B.  P.,  608,708. 
Becraltlag  OBran. 

SpacUl  aiitboritleii  revoked,  83, 84, 208. 
Beeraltiaff  Serrka. 

AlatHUna,  1042-lOU. 

AriwnaTWritoiy.  78^  9S0-9BS,  1085,  U»8. 

CaUfbraU,  7«,  960^  1035, 1086. 

Colored  treopa.  See  Cor\fetUraU  Statet  Oclor«d 
livopt. 

KnllBtmentof  (IdMrters  pmhlblt«d,  2S6, 7U,I178. 
Bnliatment  of  prf aooen  of  war  in  C.  S.  Army, 

004, 621-825. 1011, 1012. 1028, 1080, 1083. 
Georgia,  714, 981-m. 
KanttiBky,601.802,061. 
U«zloo,M0-M2. 
Ulaaouri,  713. 

Kew  Uexico  Terrlloi7, 000-902, 1035, 1086. 
North  Carolina,  006. 
Speoial  anthorltiea  r«roked, 83, 84, ZS8. 
Texas,  1168,  HOB. 
Within  ennmy'sllnea,  14,08. 
Becralts. 

Aaeiffninent  and  ornaniaation,  84, 760, 1060-1068. 
Collection,  Instmctioti,  eto.,  270. 
Bed  Blrer  (La.)  Caaipalfa. 

Mar.  lO-May  22, 1861, 766^  790. 
See  also— 
MantfteU,  T^.    Battle,  Apr.  8,  Wit. 
PUOMntBiit,  la.  Enoagtmmt,Apr.0.18C4.  \ 
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Bedwood,  BlekaH  H.,  322. 
Bewi,  Ur.,  444. 
Beed,VllUBBiB.,6T2:  . 
Beeae,  Searge,  896. 
Bsfflsteraad  AdTortlaar,  1110. 
Brgatatloaa,  C.  8.  ktrnj, 

ConrtB-tnartial,  238. 

Leaves  of  absence,  229 

Revocation  of  oertaln  par^repbe,  63,  M. 
Bald,  A.  C.,543. 
Beld,  C.  B.,  *  Ce.,  62S,  628. 
BeM,JokmC.,10»: 
Beld,  8.  T.,  788, 738. 782. 
BeadexTOaa. 

Abolished,  1177. 

Camp  gaards,  etc..  386, 387, 633, 634. 
Camp  Holmes,  N.  C,  4M>.401. 504-906. 
Cam  pa  oflnatntotion,  33, 34. 4M,  4«1,504-506,1177. 
Collection,  InaavetioDi  ato..  of  reomlta,  270. 
Beaerrea. 
Age  Umlt,  212, 228,878. 
Aaalgnnwnt  md  orgaaliatfam,  270. 
Enrollment,  212, 207, 270. 
Fiirlonghs.618.61B. 
Light  doty  oompanlea,  806, 807. 
Officers,  300,378,517. 

OrganiutUon.  etc.,  ITS,  106, 107,  212,  223,  232, 297, 
298, 270. 347-840, 860;  370, 378,  386, 887, 415, 421, 
422, 424, 480, 440, 463-469, 473-479, 907, 513,  517, 
518, 926, 938, 658, 660, 671, 608, 685,086, 718,1118, 
1153, 1158, 1159. 
Re«arka,J.L.Kempar,1158,ll%  * 
Bestrictlone  to  aervioe  within  respective  Statea, 
841. 

Supervision  and  eontrol,  618, 089, 680. 

Transfers  to  general  servioe,  1163, 1177-1179. 

Trana-Miasisstppi  Department,  586,686. 
See  also  reapeotive  Statea. 
Bastleaa,  Seboraer,  1067. 
Beveley,  W.  W.,  612. 
BejnoMa,  ThOMaa  C,  1187, 1180: 
Bbett,  B.  BaiBweB,  ar.,  1180. 
Bkett,  Thoauw  S.,  14, 164, 718. 
BIcbardi,  A.,  Brig,  1067. 
Blchards,  John  B. 

Correspondence,  Governor  of  Florida,  47. 

Mentioned,  46 
BlchaHs,  William  B.,  Jr. 

Gorrespondence,  J.  C.  Porter,  060. 

Hentitmed,  606. 
Bleliardwm,  Bobart  T.,  648. 
BklnrdaOB,  Wllllaai 

Correapondraoe.  Sea  Virginia,  Adft.  Qm.  nf. 
Btchmond,  Ta. 

Prisoners  captured  soath  of,  to  be  aeat  to  An- 
derson ville,  Ga.,  389. 
Bkhmead,  department  of. 

Organisation,  atrengtb.  eto.,  of  troopa : 
Jane  20, 1804,620. 
Dee.  SO,  1864, 080. 
Ifar.  SO;  1866, 1182. 
BiehauMd  aad  Daarllla  Ballroad. 

Connections  and  extenaiaoN,  226-228. 
Blrhmoad  (Ta.)  Enqalrer,  210,243,2801 
Blehnand  ifm.)  Bxamiaer,  606. 
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RiehMNd  (Ta.>  Smtlul,  5. 
BUljt  JoliB  v. 
ComtpondMce,  Adjutant  and  lupseUrr  Oen- 
ami's  OfBoe,  C.  S.  A.,  200, 388. 
Sm  kIso  At^Lmd  7b9.         OJIm,  O.  8.  A. 
MaQtioD«d,171,«n. 
Blag,  Geo  rye  P. 
Anthoritr  to  reorult  C.  S.  oolorori  troops,  1193. 
Cormpondesce,  Adjatent  rad  InspMlor  0«s- 
enI'BOfflM,C.S.A.,  1193. 
Upky,  BofwsU  8. ,  DU,  612. 

AoUngCaiMofXngiiiMrBnnH,  C.  S.  A.,  1188. 

Oom^oDdMwe.  Sm  AvfMtr  Agrf.,  0.&A. 
-  UenUoned,  1183. 
RlTM,  TTUIUUM  C.»1187.1»l. 
Bou,  Brig,  1067. 

Bftbert  B.  pBcker,  SoboMMr,  1007. 
B*bMrtaw,  iuiM  W. 

CwmpMidencet 
BMuncttd,  O.  T.,  480. 
Oilmer,  J.  F^4i». 

HeDtloBed,468-U0. 
BoImHiob,  Joki  E. 

t^rrMpoiid«DC<s  Got.  of  Soath  Caroltiuk,  407. 

UoDtf  (nied,  403-405, 408, 400.418, 414. 
Bobcrtsoi,  B.  L.,3ff7. 
BolMrttOB,  WyidhUB. 

CoiTMpondeiica.   9^  Virginia  LagMmtwn^ 
BrtlKMB,  ConsllBt,  1186. 

Boblaaoa,  Vllllia  H.,  811. 
Boddejr,  Pklllp  D.,  M. 
Bogera,  8.  St.  Goorga,  1100. 
B«MGrui,  iriUlui  8.,  670. 
■o«MilMrt  *  BalMU,  600,978. 
Boner,  TkWMfl  L. 

CorrupondeDoe,  AdJntMit  Mid  lupeotor  Q«n- 
enil'B  Offloe,  C.  S.  A.,  1080. 1081. 

Mentioned,  1081. 
Boalhu,  jOHph  B.,  19. 
BoMUMB,  LoTcU  B.,  1017. 
B*wlud,  Alcxmdw  M. 

ComspoadeuM,  M7.  If.  Browne,  SSO. 
Bewile,  GoUIIeb,  SOB.  807. 
BoyatOH,  Drudlnn  0.,  1188. 
Backer,  Vrniun  P.,  811. 
Baffin,  Frank  Q. 

Correepondenoe : 
Fmror,  Low  &  Co.,  788. 
Snbalelenoe  Departawnt,  a  S.  A.,  738, 78L 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  84, 283, 800, 041. 

Mentioned,  001, 932. 
Baffin,  Tkoaai,  1188. 
Baggies,  Daniel. 

Asalgnmentfi,  1177. 

UenUoned,  1177. 
Biik.Jaaiet  G.,3U- 
BasMll,  Ckarles  W.,  137, 1187, 1189. 1191. 
BaSMll,  Daniel  L.,  Jr.,  376.  370,  425-428,  630,666, 

066,796. 
Bast.  Albert,  118S. 
Batbtes,  A.  S.,57S. 
Batlaad,  J.  B. 

ComspoDdeno^ : 
Myen,  F.,  414. 
Trent,  T.  B.,406. 


B«tlM4,  J.  ■.-Coattanwa. 

Hentkmad,  408. 408. 400;  4 13, 414. 
St.  John,  Isaael. 

Com.  Geo.  of  Snbaistenoe,  G.  &  A.,  1183. 
Correopondenoe.   SeeA'i(erandJCto<«v  AtrsoM, 

Uenlioned,  702. 1006, 1100, 1130, 1183. 

Saperiotendent  of  Niter  and  Wnlng  Bnreaii, 
0.  8.  A.,  1183. 
Matnlut,  AatobM  Laalf  Lsaa  «o,  127. 
S^t  H«rr*s>  Stevner.  lOO. 
8ll«,J«l»B. 

Ocnreepondenoe.  See  Bn^Uan  Brmgg. 
SallAarv,  Wllllaai  U,  811. 
SalUbarj  (H.  0.)  Arssul. 

I>eelgnat«d,60e. 
Saltrllle,  To. 

AotioB,  Oot  2,  Zaa,  007. 

Santes,  fiMfgo  M.,  Mi  »■  W7t  «»■ 
Sanders,  B.B.,  643. 
Sudert,  B.  W. 

Oorreapondesoe,R.  Tkytor,  780. 
8anderstB,J«hn  P.,  1186. 

8a>dMge,JobaB.,>W- 
Baads,  Alexander  B.,  000. 
garab  A.  Bafee,  Seboooer,  ID57. 
Sarah  B.  flarrls,  Bobooner,  1067. 
Sarah  Loslsa,  Sohooaar,  1067. 
Sarage,  Henry. 

Comspondenee.  K.  Mnnay,  006. 

lC<attoned.lOEi. 
Savannah  (fia.)  Arseaal. 

Designaled,  298. 
Sanaaah  (Oa.)  Boralag  Kewa,  360. 
8eotla,  Steamer,  361. 
Seott,  eeorge  W.,  46,83. 
g(iott,J<An  8.,  600, 610. 
Bestt,  Bobert  E.,  1187. 
8e«tt,8.8. 

Commladmer  of  Indian  A&lm,  C.  S.,  lUK. 

Uantioned,  842, 787, 944, 1U8. 
Seott,  WUUaa  8.,  883. 
8ereTen,  John,  1068. 
Secret  Soeletlea. 

Alabama.  393-S98. 

Kortli  Carolina,  802-820. 

Remarks,  Jefferaon  Davia,  07. 

Tenoeesee,  802-830. 

Virginia,  802-820. 
Soddon,  JaaesA. 

Cornspondenoe,  Joflbrson  Davla,  1048. 
See  aIm)  War  Department,  C.  8. 

Hsbeas  corpus,  198. 

Impreesments,  707, 708. 

Leave  of  absence,  501. 

Mentioned,  4, 8, 14, 20, 27, 28, 38, 44, 40, 60, 67, 83,08, 
107  -110. 130, 125,  ISO,  151, 158, 167, 101, 170, 171, 
175,  170,180.  ISO,  180-196, 302-2(e,  206,200, 211, 
314,  S4, 344, 245, 249. 251, 892, 300,  M8-S70;  S73- 
277,  381,884,285,330,303,288,287,381^1,808, 
800,810,323,866,388,360,376,377,887,388,800; 
408,  418, 487, 444, 446, 460, 461, 473, 475-477, 479, 
480,  486, 468-406, 407, 408,  SOO,  601. 506,  S1(K-612. 
616.  510, 624, 632, 634, 635, 537. 630, 643, 646, 547, 
648, 667. 661, 668, 560. 572. 574, 585. 567, 692, 507, 
000, 602, 603, 606, 608, 616, 622-625, 627-629, 631- 
633,  648;  666, 650, 869, 661, 063, 000, 876-978, 880. 
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Seddoi,  JuiAi  A.— Contlinied. 
UeaUoned,  886,  6M,  703. 7H,  711, 718-716, 720, 721, 
723-725,  TX,  728, 731, 732, 7S7, 7*2, 748, 7M.  748, 
750, 761, 754, 771, 772, 780-784, 7«,  797, 81».  821- 
823,829,  834, 835,838, 839,  S41,84S-848,^,  852, 
864, 870,  871, 879-881 , 68^-886, 893, 894, 897, 888, 
901,  {103,  904,  aU,  927, 929, 933, 994,  MO,  942, 944, 
9«,M8,  SSI,  968, 983, 088, 871. 078, 974,077,984, 
986,902, 9H.998-99e,  1001.  lOU,  1012,1014. 1010, 
1090, 1039. 1052, 1064. 1075, 1183, 1184, 1187. 
NeKTOM  •»  eoldiera,  603, 604, 761, 7«2, 708-771. 
Secretary  of  War,  C.  S.,  1183. 1184. 
Sellwla,  John  Jm3M.3W- 
S«lxas,J.  ■.,163, 184,688. 
SeMlBOl*  Kstleii. 

Delegate  to  C.  S.  Congnos,  1101- 
SewMlf  A.  fl.,  978. 

SeMBMfl^  TiMBM  J. 

ComspoudMioe,  A.  H.  Stepbena,  840. 

Uentioned,  137, 840^  030. 1187, 1180. 
SarrlM,  ■•nit  A  C«.,  167. 
8M»ri,  WlltlHi  H. 

Comspondenoe.  Bem  StaU  D^fortamti^'U.  8- 

UenUoned,  132, 037, 105S. 
BextoD,  Fnuik  B.,  137. 1180, 1191. 
Sernoar,  Honti«,e38. 
SepBoar,  TkeauM  H.,  688. 
Sliaiuion,  Vinim  M.,410. 
Sluup,  ThOMU. 

Agsnt  (br  pmoluwe  of  nacblner;,  ete.,  abroad, 
210.  • 

CorrespoDdence,  Qiurtenn  ast«r.Ocii  eral  'a  Office, 
C.S.A..210, 683. 

Mentioned,  211, 280, 351, 627, 673-675, 684. 
ghaw,  J.  D. 

CorrMpondeoce,  Jeffenou  Davla,  1160. 

Mentioiied,  572. 

ShalbTt  ■•W)  ^• 
neMra,  A.  D.,  060,061. 
8lMllba,  Victor  tob,  317. 

SkauadotA  TaDer,  ■arjlnd,  wmk  PanaylTuU. 

Opera  tioDs  tn,  J  one  23-Aag.  3, 1804, 757. 
8ka»k«rd,T.  E. 

CMTespondenoo,  War  Department,  C.  S.,  864. 
See  also  War  Departmeni,  0. 8. 
Sbappard,  Edwin,  972. 
Sheridan,  Philip  H.,757. 

SherMn,  WiUlan  T.,  639, 662,664, 791, 828^832, 844, 

007,969,901,1042. 
Shewmake,  John  T.,  1190. 
Shields,  Janes  V.,  289. 
SUelda,  JiAb  C. 
CorreepoDdenoe: 
Bnnaaof  ConaoripUon,  C.S.A.,  «B.  007. 060, 

760,998. 
Heath,  J.  B.,  687. 
H«n1«y,S.8..697. 
Porter,  J.  C,  867. 
Mentioned,  666, 742, 746, 751, 768, 008, 1178. 
Ordera.  ClrcoUrs,  seriee  1864 :  Oct.  — ,  907 ;  Ho. 

«0,  666;  No.  70,  746;  ITo.  77,  804. 
Ordera,  Circulars,  eeriea  1866 :  Xar.  SI ,  1178. 
SUbb,  8.  R. 

Correapondenoe,  T.  P.  Tnmer.  1191. 
SfaoetlMBtaf,  Ship,  1068. 


Shorter,  Jahn  QUI,  1185. 
Showalter,  Dulel,  060. 
8lck,  Conraleseeat,  and  Wonnded  Saldlm. 
Care,  etc.,  60-61, 107-110, 174, 175,401, 480,  «8,68S, 

718-720,058,050. 
OommotatioD  ef  ratfous,  S3, 54, 408. 684,  M8. 
DeaeripttTeUata,1000. 
Fnrloagha,  17S,  740^  009, 1178. 
Hospital  aooommodaUona  for  officers,  174,490. 
Paymenta,  208, 1000. 
RaUons,  176, 684, 5*4. 721. 
Transfers,  000. 
SIfel,  Fnuis,  ^7. 
8lg«al€Mpa,C.  S.  A. 
Conscription  of  employ^  624. 
BatabUahment,  organisation,  eto.,  S77, 578, 044. 
HoiTis,  W.,  Chief,  1188. 
81lMi,JI«HMH.,686. 

SlnnraM,  ,  1162. 

SlaiBionB,  John  W.,  322. 
SiniBia,  VIlliaM  E.,  137. 1187, 1180. 
Slmttn,  A.  G.,  561. 
SiMoni,  K.  L.,  412. 
gimpsoB,  WUUw  D.,  187. 1188, 1101. 
8lMS,  F.  W. 
Comapondviw: 
Qaartennaater.O«nend'»  OfBoe,  C.  S.  A.,  01, 03, 

227,258,508.617,1001. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  01, 184. 
Uentioned,  90, 91, 184, 227, 618, 1087, 1096. 
Sinclair,  Hamlltoa  k  Vo.,  666. 
Singleton,  Otho  B.,  137,1188.1190. 
Siren,  Steamer,  m. 
I^ferj. 
Abolition  Qiged,  lOBI-lOTO. 
Bamarks,  W.  H.  Sevard,  181. 

SeealaoAivroM. 
SUTes.   See  Stgrwu, 
SUdell,  John. 
CorreBpondenoe,  C.  J.McKaB,16B. 
UenUoned,  155,570,679. 
6iUth,A.  B.,  507. 
8nlth,C.II.,726. 
SmiU,Car»inv,  17,862. 
Smith,  E.  B.,807. 
Ealth,  E.  KMy. 
Cornapoodenoe: 
A<Ut.  and  Insp.  Oen.'a  Office,  a  S.  A.,  626. 
DaTi8,JeSlBison,264, 1078. 
Magnider,  J.  B.,  126, 253. 
Uartln,D.  B.,257. 
Pike,  A.,  1180. 
Texas,  Governor  of,  35. 268. 
War  Departraent,  C.  S.,  76, 231. 
MentKmed,  200,  fitO,  674,  626,  962.  975,  089.  1036^ 
1088,1116,1116,1182. 
SMitb,  F.  H.,  008, 700, 702. 
Sadth,  Fnuaela  H. 
Correspondence,  AdJtOen.  of  Tirgin)a,722. 
Uentioned,  722,  ion. 
Smith,  fiasteTfll  W. 
Correspondence,  Oovemor  of  Georgia,  1 181. 
Ueo  tioDod,  520, 636, 1138, 1184. 
Seoretaiy  of  War,  C.  8.,  1184. 
Smith,  J.  V.  0. 
ComspoBdena^  J.  S.  CalTart^  S88. 
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taltk,  Jaam  llSO. 
BMttk,  Urkta. 

CorTMpondenoe.  Sm  yiwwlf rw  ■»*gr.O«iKr»r« 

O/M,  0.  tf.  J. 

Mentioned,  111,  817. 
Itettli,  HadlsOB,  MM. 

Cbtef  of  Engtiieer  Bniawi,  C  B.     HO,  1183. 

irmtiotMd,«n,1183. 
teltk,  B^it  H.,  lUB. 
SMlth,W.B.,  9t.M,9t 
Smith,  WllllM. 

CorrMpondenoe.  See  Tirgimia,  Qovtmor  ^. 

ICentloned,  162, 308, 2m,  30»,  418,  431  58«,  M7,  SS4, 
658,  SM.  723,  735,  808.  e»,  876,  028,  »50,  1039, 
1138-1140, 1142, 1143,  IIW,  1182, 1188. 
Aaltli,  WllUwA. 

CoiTMpoodesoe,  O.  F.  Pteroe,  1118. 

Mentioned,  1118. 
8alU,WUllui  E. 

ConeepondeDoe,  War  Departmentt  C.  8..  1006. 

Hentioned,  IIW. 
Saltk,  WIIIUm  If.  H. 

Correspondence,  War  I>epertinBnt.C.S.,814,8tt. 

Hentioned,  187,016, 1180, 1188,  l)»t. 
Svltk,  WtUlaM  R.,  137. 1188,  UOO. 
8iidlli,WlllluT.,3»T. 
8m<Mt,  L.  E.,6S1. 
ta)rIie,JaiwiJ.,0» 
Snead,  Thomea  L.,  1100. 
Snead,  Thonaa  T.  1180. 
SielUaf,  J.  J.,  19. 
Soil  of  Liberty,  080. 
Soilh  Carolina. 

AgricnltDral  deulla,  1104. 

Alleged  irregolarltiea  of  C.  S.  InapreaalnfC 
offlcera,  402-416. 

Army  reeords,310. 

AMlgmnoBt  and  orianlMtion  of  oansoriptA, 
10^185. 

Call  of  General  IVanregard  for  all  availablo 
foroea.  1058. 

Camp  guards,  etc.,  in  oonaoript  servioe  SeptO, 

1884,034. 
Ceaana  atatlatio*,  103. 

Conforenoe  of  Itnpteaement  ooroniiealooera  at 

If ontgomery,  Ala.,  008. 
Deserters  retamed  to  Anny.aoo,  1100. 
Disc  barge  of  soldiers  ftppolowd  to  military 

acadeniira.  33, 80, 185, 206. 

Enforoeoieut  of  conscription  acts,  652, 658. 

Estimated  percentage  of  wblte  population  ftir- 
niabed,  103. 

Estimate ormllitary  resonrces.  100,685. 

Exhibits  of  ooDBcrlpta  enrolled,  ezumpted,  de- 
tailed, assigned,  etc.,  103, 360,  llOl-llOB,  1105- 
HOB. 

ExporUtioa  of  oottoa,  81, 77, 78, 114, 101, 182. . 

Holcombe  Legion,  430. 

Impressment  of  slave  l»l»or,  908,  004,  070, 1M8- 

1026,  lO&S.  1050. 
Keasuree  for  defense,  206. 

Meaearea  to  provide  snpplles.  61, 77, 78, 161, 162. 
Hembere  of  C.  S.  Congresa,  1188-1188, 1190, 1191. 
Men  furnished,  99, 100, 102, 103, 860, 1101. 
Men  Bulileot  to  oonsoripUou,  UOt,  101. 


Sentt  CanUaa— OoBttaned. 
Unater  ont  of  alx-mmths'  B*«te  tnK9s,8a;M. 
Qnota  Impreesed  sUvea,  03L 
Beeerrea,  864, 466, 607, 513. 
Sobedole  of  price*  for  prorlskos,  etc,  688. 
State  ofBoera  exempted  frotn  oonaeriptien  on 
oertlflokto  of  Ooremor,  851. 
SMtfe  CMfOltau,  MNtetwd  Ia«Mtortteawml  af. 
Cof  respond  en  De : 
Beaaregard,  O.  T..  38. 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  1004. 
South  CaroUka,  fleortta,  and  FlorMa,  Devi.  •f. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1865 :  He.  SS,  1083. 
Organisation,  strength,  etc.  of  tnopa : 
June  30, 1804,520. 
Not.  20,1864. 980. 
Apr.l7,18BS,lin. 
BmU  Vualtaa,  Sotwut  vf. 
Onrerenoe  of  Garemata  at  Ansnsta.  Gft.,681; 

003, 735,788. 
Cotrespondeaoe : 
Beauregard,  G.  T..  1068. 
Bureau  of  Conscription.  C.  &  A.,  1090. 
DaTis,Jeflersun,670. 
Behols,  W.  H.,  1025, 1020. 
Johnsmi,  R.  B.,  1020. 
Montague,  C,  406. 

Kortli  Carolina,  Goremor  of,  684,091. 
RotMrtaon,J.E.,407. 

War  Department,  C.  S.,  33,  39,  61, 77, 161, 108, 
185. 205,^04. 465.613. 
Houth  Carolina  LeglsUtan. 
Exemption  of  State  effieen  from  C.  S.  aerrloe, 

079,980,1004. 1006. 
MlUtla.  904. 

Slave  Ubw,  083, 964,  WTO. 
BMth  Carallaa  Traapi  iC). 

Mlsodlaneoaa-HalcMibe  I.e8ln,420. 
Koath  Side  Ballroad. 

Rolling-atook,  226. 
Soatkwestem  Kentacky ,  Oeffaitmrat  of. 

Bnfompment  of  oonscriptioa  actaiT4& 
Sparrow,  Edward. 

Correspondence : 
Beaaregard,  0.  T.,  168. 
Davis,  Jeflbrson,  837. 

Uentioaed,  137, 189,888, 1186, 118T,  1180. 
tipeedwall.  Bark,  10S8. 
Spaaeer,  Jaaua,  424. 
Spies. 

Habeas  oorpns  aoi',  208, 204. 
Spokaae,  Schooner,  1067. 
SpotajrlTaala  Caart-Hoane,  Ta. 

Operaliona  about.  May  8-21, 1804,766, 767. 
Sprin,  B.  L.,  703. 
Stag,  Steamer,  967. 
Staatai,  Uwla  M.,  836^087. 
Staples,  Waller  E.,  8S,  71, 187, 1187. 1180, 1191. 
Ktate  »epartBMnt,  C.  R. 

Benjamin.  J.  P.,  SecreUry  of  SUte,  U84. 

Browne,  W.  M.,  Secretary  of  State,  ad  Intarim, 
1184. 

Correspondence : 
Clay.  C.C.,Jr.,  684, 880. 

Clements,  N.,  800.  • 
DaTla,  JaltewM,  lOTt. 
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Slat*  DvpwrlKmt,  I'.  8.— Continued. 

Corr»apoi)d«nc« : 
Holoombe,J.P..5n. 
Lea,K.E.,  1070. 
Ponilier,P.A.,060. 
Tbompaon,  J.,  322, 
War  Department,  C.  S.,  625. 

Hnnter,  S.  U.  T.,  Secretary  of  State,  1 1 S4. 

PrinctiMl  offlaUla,  1881-1864,  list. 

ToonbSilL,  Secratary  of  State.  IIH. 
State  Department,  C  S. 

Correspondence : 
Adems,  C.  F..  132. 
Mlddleton,  H.,  138. 
Stedman,  Mr.,  444. 
Steele,  M^or,  120. 
Steele,  Theephllaa. 

Antlwrit^  to  raoruit  in  Kwtnoky,  Ml. 

Ilentlaned,0n. 
Stepheaa,  Alexander  H. 

Coofedente  Admin  tetration,  279^81. 

Correapondence : 
Davis,  JefferaoD,  840,  m,  1000, 1002. 
Johnson,  H.  v.. 278. 
Semnies.T.  J.,840. 

Habeas  oorpns,  270. 

Ibntionod,  130, 179, 347, 1068. 1184. 1185. 

Peace  propoaiUons,  279, 840, 034-940, 1000. 1004. 

Tloe-Prealdent  of  the  Confederate  States,  U84. 
8tepbenB,4alii  T.,  311. 
KleplienB,  Linton,  234,233, 270;  311, 826. 
Bterrett,  V.  B.,  157. 
SteTeai,  H.  D.,  650. 
Stereai,  Welter  H.,  40,060^  lUB. 
Stewart,  Thomas  R. 

CorrespondeDce,  Governor  of  Georgia.  1137. 

MenUoned,  311. 
Stoddard,  WlUiam  J.,  206. 
Stmeman,  Oeerge,  576. 1175. 
Stont,  8.  H. 

Correspondence : 
SnrgeoD-General's  Office,  C.  &  A.,  719. 
Terry.  C,  710. 
StOTall,  B.  A.,  702. 
Stnmlen. 

Ueaenree  to  preveot  etraf^gUng,  360. 
Strange*  Bebert. 

COTreepoadence.  See  Bnueton  Bragg. 
Stranghan,  IKaanel  L. 

Correspondence,  Jefbrson  Davis,  5U. 
Strickland,  Hardy. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  C.  6.,  106. 

Mentioned,  1188. 
Stringer,  E.  P.,  526. 
StringfBllow.J.  B. 

Correopondenoe,  Jeflhraon  Davla,  1067. 
Btrotherf  Jtibm  M, 

Correspondence,  SnbelatMiceDept.,C.  S.A.,1128. 

Uentiooea.BDl. 
Stnart,  Bacham  *  V*.,  US. 
StabbR,  Charles  P.,  l»,aP. 
Babslstenee. 

Cattle,  bacon,  aud  pork  on  hand  Apr.  1, 1888,  ami 
Apr.  1,1864, 379. 

Competition  between  State  and  C.  S.  ngente.  932. 

Defloieooy  of  supply,  738, 780, 781-78S,  S3(M»2. 


Sabslslenee—Continned. 

Measures  to  provide  supplies,  266,  280-202,  800, 
812, 337-339, 379, 380, 402-415,  533, 635, 530, 549, 
614, 616, 621, 642, 645-651, 653, 654, 6«2, 663, 077- 
682, 688, 718, 735, 738, 739, 781-785. 899-002, 930- 
032,  041,  1031,  1032,  1045, 1068, 1064, 1096-lOM, 
1118, 11I4,11SS,116& 

Pnnhaaea  abroad,  »0,  aw-H8. 

Bwnarka,  Jeflbraon  Dinis,  1131-1138. 
Sibslateace  Departmeit,  C  8.  A. 

Appropriations,  130,40,620. 

Authoritj-  to  purohaae  onrrenoy  of  United 
SUtee,  477. 

Condition,  needs,  etc.,  074,  075,  1005.  1006,  1027- 
1020, 1081, 1032, 1045, 1064, 1076, 1005,1128,1137. 
Correspondence : 
Adjt  and  Insp.  Gen.'H  Uffloe,  C.  S.  A.,  688. 
Bajne,T.L.,783. 
Bragg;  B.,  300. 
Claiborne,  J.  H.,  1186. 
Cummings,  J.  P.,  115. 
Edwards,  A.  P.,  402. 
French,  S.  B.,  60, 533, 535, 6SS,  1186. 
Guerln,  H.  C,  408. 
Moses,  R.  J.,  828. 
Koland,  B.  P.,  200, 687, 1006, 1032. 
RnlBn,F.a.,7S8,78l. 
Strotlier,J.U.,11S8. 
Snrgem-Oenerara  Ofllee,  C.  S.  A.,  S0. 
War  Departmsnt,  a  8.,  48,  Bl,  lOS,  107. 370, 402- 
4W,  477, 583, 535, 540, 588,  003, 616, 687, 688, 710, 
720, 730, 742, 786,  BSC,  974, 1087, 1082, 1064,  l<y7^ 
1138, 1187. 
WoUfoTd,P.  A.,l]13. 
WiUiams,  T.G.,  U38. 
Details,  77, 275, 363, 1101, 1106-1108. 
Katabliehment.  orxanlsatlon,  etc.,  843. 
Eatlmatea  ft>r  foreign  anppUea,  880,900. 
EsUmateB  of  appropriations,  776, 777. 
Northrop,  L.  B.,  Oommissary-Oeoeral,  1183. 
Orders,  Circulars,  series  1861:  Apr.  15,290. 
Orders, Circulars, series  1864:  Har,  1,620,  Aug 

8,  574;  Sept.  6,  622;  Sept.  15,  042. 
Pro  rata  dtstrlbntlon  of  appropriations,  627, 628 
RegnUtiont,  622, 623, 642, 643, 828. 820. 
St.  Jobn,  I.  M.,  Commissary.Geoeral,  1183. 
SMbsUtitea. 
Conacriptlon  of  principala,  12, 24, 26, 176, 107, 10( 

800,201,231. 
KnllBtment  prohlUtsd,  11, 24. 

See  also  Ootu&rtption, 
SlUate,  Bark,  1067. 
Sammer^A.  d.,  10,20. 
Sarfkce,  John,  71,122. 
8nrg«on-t)en«r«l*B  Ofllce,  C.  8.  A. 
Care  of  sick  and  vonnded,  50,  Oi. 
Cmeapondenee : 
Carrlngton,  W.  A.,  537. 087. 

Ghaiu«,as.,&ie. 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  8.  A.,  58B. 
Polk,  L.,  50. 
Potts,  It.,  682, 712. 
Frloleau,  W.  H.,  533. 

Qaartermaster-Qenerars  OrSca,  O.  S.  <  ,A 
Stout,  S.  H.,719. 

Subsistenoe  Department,  C.  S.  A.,  61 
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g«rg— ■■fleaeraTi  OBeSf  C  fL  A.— CoaUBoed. 

ComspondenM : 

War  Dept..  C.  S..  23,  SW,  71»,  742, 1078,  lilt. 
Orders,  Circulars,  seriM  1M4 :  No.  8,  403. 
Sirgftt,  Giitar«. 
CorrespoDdeuc«,  R.  Tajlor,  1078. 

See  ftlw  mdmrd  3byl«r. 
MeuUoned,  1078. 
Bwu,  WUlIn  e. 
CorrMpODdeno*.  8eo  Omgnta,  O.  8. 
Uentimd,  m,  1180, 1101. 
8rm,  Steanier.OSB. 
Talt,  Pater,  520. 
Talbhrro,  T.  H.,  63«,  m. 
T«1I>MU,  steamer,  OM. 
Tallahaisee,  C.  S.  S. 
MeoUoned,  105»-106e. 
VeaMis  oaptnred,  1067, 10B8. 
TuBaUll,R9hwt»SB2. 
TRrtorM^  A<  R>»  072. 
TazatfOB. 
Acta  of  C.  S.  CongrwM: 
Jan.  30,1864,63. 
Feb.  17, 1804, 140-152. 
Jane  10, 1804,470. 
Jane  14, 1804,482-485. 
ClaMiflcatlon,  141-152, 483-485. 
BzempUona.  152, 483. 484. 
iBComm,  146-147, 4M.  485. 
PayiiMDt  of  ItiereMsd  oonipenMtlon  afatddien. 
470. 

Propoaed  rednotliw  of  ralM,  10B8, 102T. 
RefflfltniUon,  140, 141. 
Tax  Id  kind,  148-152, 470. 
Views  of  T.  Allan,  841-845. 
WagM  of  detailed  aoldlerx  not  liable.  140. 
Tax  la  Klid. 
Acts  of  C.  S.  Congress: 

Feb.  17, 1804, 148-162. 

Jane  10,1864,470. 
Agents,  efa).,  over  forty-five  years  uf  age  not 

llaUe  tooonBoriptloii,S48. 
AtalgniMnt  and  orgaaiiatton  of  employ 6 a,  Ivoo. 
CoUection,  44«,  47ft,  S8S,  580,572, 574,  S7S,  800-802, 

816, 817. 
Corn,  470. 

Crops  deatroyed,  470. 
Exemptioiui,  470. 
Hoga,470. 

Qnartemtaatera  for  eaob  Oongreeaioual  district, 
405. 

Salt  pork  an  equivalent  for  baoon,  14. 

Tobacco,  08, 04. 

Tranaportation,  440. 

Wool.  478. 
Taylor,  Charles  8.  , 

Correspondence,  B.  W.  N.  Noland,  1006. 

Mentioned,  1000,1031 
Taylor,  D.  B. 

Correspondence,  OoTemor  of  Florida,  tL 

Uentl<»ed,t3. 
Taylor,  J.  >.,47. 
Tayl*r,J.  T.,B72. 
Taylor,  John,  877. 
Tkylor,J«ki  D. 

Gorreapondenoe,  W.  Lanb,  4J8. 


Taylor,  JnlaaXi. 

Correspondence,  Oovenwr  of  Florida,  2L 
Taylor,  Richard. 
Cotreapondenoei 

A4Jt.  and  Insp.  Gea.'a  Office,  C  S.  A.,8as. 

Alabama,  Qovemor  of;  004. 

B«ture^rd,G.T.,747. 

Bnwg,B.,645. 

Brandon,  W.L.,  1170. 

Uerfwetber,  U..  742. 

Hlsstsaippl,  Governor  of,  1041, 

Sanders,  R.W.,780t 

Snrget,  B.,  1078. 

War  Department,  C.  &.  008. 71%  735. 1078. 
Uantioned,  340. 740,  828,  SBO.  000. 1030, 1041, 1065, 
1072,1078,  lOBS,  1163,  US2. 
Tqlar,  Walter  H. 
Correspondence,  K.  B.  Lee,  000. 

See  also  RobtH  £.Xm. 
Taylor,  Kachary,  968,  BTS. 
TeMHe*B.H.,  608,702. 
Tem^eloa,  WllUam  C,  687. 
Teaaessee. 
Agrteultnnd  detaOs,  IIOL 

Camp  goardii,  etc.,  in  conscript  aervloe  Sept.  0, 

1864, 634. 
Camps  of  Inslmction,  33, 34. 
Conference  of  Impressment  com m i salotiers  at 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  Wt. 
ConBoUdatlon  of  organ tsstlous,  543. 
Deserters  retarned  to  Anny,361, 1100. 
Enrollment  of  oonsorlpta,  34. 
-  Exeontion  of  impressment  law,  853. 
Exhibits  of  conscripts  enrolled,  exempted,  de- 

taiied,  assigned,  etc.,  361,1101-1103,1106-1100. 
Members  of  C.S.  Congress,  1180-1188, 1190,1191. 
Men  famiabed,  301.  HOI, 
Orgn.,  equip.,  etc.,  of  vols..  1. 
Qnota  Impressed  slaves,  S33. 
Representation  in  C.  S.  Congress,  405, 466. 
8ofaedaleBorprIcealbrprOTiaiona,ete.,  1050-1053. 
Secret  aodeties,  802-820. 

State  officera  exempted  from  oouscrlption  on  cer> 
tlflcate  of  Oovemor,  851. 
Tenaestee,  Army  efCO. 
Commissioner,  habeas  corpus  act,  211, 112. 
OrganixBtloD,  strengtli,  oto. : 
June  30, 1884. 520. 
Jan.  W,  1885, 080. 
Apr.  IT,  1865, 11S2. 
TennesMe,  QoTenior  of. 

Gorreapimdc>ioe,Oov.of  North  Carolina,  685. 
Tmnemee  Troops  (V.). 
ArtiUoF)-,  Ligbt— £a<torief :  Bhett,85TiToUn% 
1062. 

Cavalry- fonalion*.-  <0th,  543. 
Cavalry— S*^m«nU:    Sd  (ForrMt),  543;  14th 
(;^mIv).548)  Uth(5te«mirt),643;  Uth  (Lsff- 
UOO(I),543;  18tfe,  54S. 
Terry,  Carlisle. 
Correspoodenoa ; 
Gra.TblU,J.H.,7U^ 
Stout,  S.H.,71B. 
Mentioned,  718, 720. 
Tnrry,  David  S.,  76,00a 
Terry,  Tom  W.,B08. 
Texada,  ,400. 
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Texu. 

Enforcement  of  conaoripUon  aaU,M,21l,in6,aS2. 
Members  of  C.S.CongreM,  llM,lI87,Un-lltl. 
BoomlUDg  aerrice,  1168,  IIW. 
BeorguiiuUon  of  troops,  40. 
State  troopB.  sea.  2H.  SS7, 858.  an,  271, 378, 1078. 
Statu  of  State  troops,  21. 
Tnuafw  of  State  tioops  to  C.  S.  Mrrlcs,  12A. 
Troops  for  defeiiBe  of  Indian  frontier,  35. 
Texas,  QoTonor  of. 
Correspondenoe : 
Davis,  J  efferaoD,  322. 

llacmder,  J.  B.,  24.40. 253, 258. 208, 271. 278. 

Smitli,E.K.,3S.2S8. 
thtmt  Jams  B.,  972. 
TlwMas,3Ir..4U. 

noMijBiraaM. 

Correspondence,  D.  H.  Maury,  7S3. 
TbOKSB,  J.  H.,  1186. 
Tkoaas,  Joha  J.,  1188. 
noaas,  t.  A.*  543. 
Thomaa,  8.  B.,  19. 
Thoaias  A  Hollaaii.  528. 
TkoMBSOB,  Ilafh  118S. 
TkoMSSOa,  Zach.«  922. 
TkoapaoO]  MH)or,  253. 
TkoMpaoi,  Hester  B.,  311. 
•nampwWt  Jacob. 

Corrcapoudenoe : 
DariB,  JeRuraon,  278,  .122. 
State  Depsrtmetit,  C.  S.,  322. 

Mentioned,  581, 585, 087, 038, 637,  «8»,  810. 

Mleeion  to  Canada,  278, 322, 639. 
ThoMpsoB,  James,  808. 
ThoMpsoa,  Tha]Fer  A  Adams,  1183. 
Tborbara,  Hearj  €. 

CorreBpondonw,  B.  E.  Lee,  <US9,  WD. 
Tlbbs,  Wnitam  H.,  1189. 
Tobaeeo. 

Destruction  to  avoid  capture,  1096, 1067. 

Exchange  for  army  supplies,  1(U. 

ExporUtios,  60, 81, 1160. 

Ratlona  for  the  Army.  209, 370. 

RegQlations  governing  exportation,  167-189, 206, 
SOT,  239, 240, 245, 246, 2S5, 306-307. 

Selinre  of,  belonging  to  Belgian  conanl,  538, 546. 

Tax  In  Und,  63, 64. 

Trade  in  Vii^nia,  285-288. 

Trans-Hlssisaippi  Departnwat,  233. 
Tebin,  Thomas  P.,  10«t. 
Tolbert,  J.  H. 

Correspondence,  Governor  of  Florida,  21. 
Toemks,  Bobert. 

Mentioned,  311, 1184, 1185. 

Secretary  of  Stale,  C.  8.,  1184. 
Tracy,  KlekMlOM  UU. 
Trade  m4  Intwcwrse. 

Aooonnts  of  foreign  agents,  154, 155, 628, 702-704. 

Acts  of  C.  S.  Congress : 
Feb.  6,1864,  78-82. 
Jnne  14, 1864. 486. 

Cotton,  0,  10,  80-82,241,351,613,517,614,642,645- 
651,  677-683,  688,  718.  736,  789,  790,  9B0,  1109, 
1180, 1181. 

Tttrdgn  oommaro,  552-655. 


Trade  and  Intercoiree— Contlnned. 
Importation  of  luxuries,  etc.,  78-60, 468. 
Korth  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  281, 262. 
Passports,  661, 662. 669,  OTO,  1014, 1015. 
Pnrahase  and  eonstmctkni  of  ocean  steamera 

abioad.  625-627, 539. 
RegnlatioBS,  foreign  eommoFoe,  187-IS9, 239, 246, 

S9S-807, 897, 928, 929, 94S-K5. 
Rf^nlatlona,  overiand  oommeroe,  206,  907,  289, 

240,24«,a06.»r7. 
Remarlu: 
Daria,  Jeffereon,  MZ.  598, 94»-9S3. 
Johnson,  H.  T.,  506. 
IM,B.E.,265-2S7. 
Secretary  of  Treasaiy,  C.  S.,  96S-956. 
Beeretary  of  War,  a     928, 929. 
Beaolntioiia  0.  S.  Congreas,  Deo.  5, 6, 1864, 897. 
Shipments  of  ootton.  241, 361, 930. 
Trana-lOBalasippI  Department,  232, 233. 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  245, 246, 255, 261, 2S2. 
With  the  enemy,  508-510, 614, 642,845-651,677-683, 
688, 689, 718, 735, 780, 790. 
Tran^Hlsslsslppi  Depsrtaeat. 
Auxiliary  bureaus  of  War  Department,  193, 191, 
233. 

Conscription,  231-334. 

Discharge  of  aupernnmerary  oflhsera,  eie.,  175. 
Employment  of  necroea  In  Anny.  233, 
Bxportatlon  of  cotton,  288. 
FanflUonsofoomnandlng  general  under  habeaa 

corpus  act,  206. 
General  for  command,  194. 
Habeas  corpus  act,  232. 
Hospital  rations,  175.  * 
Invalid  Corps,  233, 234. 
Military  reeourcea,  341, 842. 
OperaUona  in,  340-342. 

Orders,  Ciraalara,  aertes  1864:  (Bazey)  Jml* 
464. 

Oiders,  Oeneral,  aarlee  1864 1  (Sliltli)  Bo.  75, 

685;  (flieer)  Ho.  15,535. 
Organisation,  equipment,  etc.,  of  Army,  231-434. 
Organisation,  strength,  etc.,  of  traopa: 

June  80, 1804, 520. 

Deo.  31, 1864, 989,1182. 
Becruitlng  son'lce,  84. 
Reserves,  536, 685. 

Soonts  and  gnards  to  communicate  wl  tb.  493. 494. 
Snperviaion  and  control  of  reserves,  686. 
Tol>aoeo,2SI. 

Trade  and  intercoarse,  232, 233. 
TnaiportstleB     the  Awmj. 

Impressment,  230. 
OfflceTs,  492. 496, 634, 623. 

Operation  and  management  of  railroads,  88-93, 

200. 226-229. 
Provisions  in  transitu  to  arsenals,  etc,  77, 176. 
Railroad,  under  control  of  Q.M.'a  Dept.,  77. 
RegnlBtlon8,643,644. 

Bauurka,SeOTetaryof  War,  C  8.,  88^  840. 
Tax  In  kind,  449. 
Treatn. 
Habeas  corpus  act,  208, 204. 
Remarks,  Jefferson  Davis,  67-70. 
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ConditloD.  B«edB,  «te.,  »41,  MS,  1033,  lOIS,  lOBl 
CorrespondenoA : 

Allu,  T.,  841. 

Bayns,  T.  L.,  870,589. 

Bncic.  B.,  0*4. 

OongreM.  C.  8..  Ml,  062. 1036.  im. 

DsTla,  Jsffenon,  Ml.  M3.  IfWft. 

EtelM,B.G.,W2. 

0«orgiR,  OonriMir  of,  416, 4BB,  44S. 

Hfttok,F.H.,fl77. 

Hatoh.!,.  11^664. 

Jobiuon,  H.  V.,&H. 

North  Carolina.  Oovflmor  of,  177. 

War  DeputmeDt,  C.  S..  177,  304.  465.472,  587, 
663. 078, 6m,  9J5, 1028, 102>,  lOSS. 
DeUUs,  1101, 1105-1100. 
DomU'  na  bjcltisena,  1128. 
Ksaanrea  for  ralief  of,  1038, 1045. 
UunmlBgar,  C.      Seontary  of  tb«  Treaanry. 
1184. 

Prinoipal  oOoiala,  IMI-IM6, 1181. 
KegoUtioDH,  foreign  commerce,  187-180. 
RegnUtlonB,  overlaad  commerce,  206.  207. 
I'renbolm,  G.  A..  SeoreUry  of  tlMTrMauty<  IIB*. 
Trunry  Nolei.    Se«  Finarw. 
TreaholH,  GMrg*  A. 
Correapondeiice.  Seo  7VM«urv  D«parimmt,  C.S. 
HeDtioned,  569,  K7,  IW7. 616. 662, 683, 673, 674. 681, 
711^  783,  TM,  704-706,  800^  000.  951,  063,  081. 
1017,1037,1026.1072, 1UM.  1128, 1182,1151, 1152, 
IIU,  1186. 1160. 1184. 
Secretary  ot  the  Treasnry.C.  S.,  1184. 
Treat,- T.  H.,285. 
Triplett,  George  W.,  IIM. 
Trifpet  Bohert  P.,  968,1188. 
TrMt,T.B. 
Corrnpondenoe: 
aoerin,  H.C.,4Q8. 
U7ara,F.,413,414. 
Rutland.  J.  M.,  406. 
UeaUoned.  402-404. 407, 408, 410, 411.411. 
TnuhMTt,  Daniel,  317. 
Toeker,  Bertriy,  85. 587. 
Tucker,  JoMpk  W. 
Authority  to  destroy  enemy'*  property,  126, 2ao. 
Correapouduoe,  War  Department,  0. 8.,13S,  839. 
Mentioned.  380; 
Tncker,  Jnllna  G. 
Antborfty  torecrnit  Union  prlMmeraof  war,  1088. 
Uentioned,  1020. 1030, 1083. 
Tegglei,  Dr.,  306. 
Taraball.  William,  006. 
Tnmer,  Joilah,Jr.,  1101. 
Tnnier,  Tkomai  P. 
Authority  to  recruit  C  S.  colored  troopa,  1144. 
CorreapoBdenoe : 
A4)t  and  Xnap.  Oui.'a  Office,  a  S.  A.,  1144. 
DavlB,  Jefforaon,  446. 
Sbinn,  8.  R.,  IIM. 
Tanayf  Peter. 

Conespon  deuce,  S.  Jonea.  IIM. 
Tnrpin,  Areher. 
Correspondence,   Nlt«r  and  Mining  Bureau, 
C.  S.A..  B36. 
T«tU*,  D.  K.,6S6.TO2. 


Tjrlar,  Caaria. 

Correapondenoe.  War  Departaaaat,  C  S.,  C87. 

Mentioned,  887. 
TyUr,  John,  1187. 
Valoa  and  Spartaakurg  Ballraad. 

RemoTsl  of  iron,  000. 
Upton.  J.  D. 

CorreapoDdenoe,  J.  N.  Arcbar,  860. 
Tata,  nMua,  Jr.,  es».  660. 
TaUaadlgUai,  ClaMt  L.,  688. 
TaUay  Blatitet. 

Organisation,  atrangtb, etc.,  of  troopa.J'aDe  at, 
1864,520. 
Taace,  Zekaloa  B. 

CorreapoDdence.   See  fiorth  CanHna,  Qov.  nf. 

Mentioned.  23. 28, 08, 00,  358. 417, 432, 016. 655. 000- 
692,736,756,820,  867,  03S,  958,  970,  1056.  lOSi^ 
1114, 1166,  IIST. 
Tan  Dora,  Earl,  280. 
Tai4«Mn,  Paften,  395. 
Twi^,  Jaka  C,  607. 
Tenable,  A.W.,  IISS. 
Tenable,  V.  W,,280. 

Test,  George  G.,  137.1186,1188,1189,1191. 
Veteran  Soldiers'  Hoaie. 

Act  of  V.  S.  Cougreaa,  1«7. 

Remarks,  Jefferaon  Davis,  107, 108. 
TIce-Preaital,  C.  K. 

Exemption  fhrni  conscriplJon,  179. 
TMoei,  GngeM      767.  - 
Tlller«,  Charies  3. ,  137. 1 188, 1100. 
Tirglnla,  C.  S.  S.,  522. 
TIrglala,  Steamer,  067. 
Tirglnla. 

Agricultaral  deUils,  IIM. 

Army  records,  300. 310. 

Camp  goarda,  eic.  In  couacript  serrioe  Sept.Oi 

1884,638. 
Ceuoa  atatlatics,  103. 
Oommlaaioner,  babeaa  corpus  sot,  287. 
Conrerenoe  of  impresatnent  eommiaaioBera  at 

Raleigh,  N.C.,  608. 
Con  sol  illation  of  organ!  latlena,  59,572,618,877. 

840. 

Uedcienoy  In  reanlta  of  oonsralpUon,  854-456, 

858.859. 

Deaaitera  ratomed  to  Army,  8S9, 1109. 

DesUtotion  of  people,  285, 846-847. 

Dlreettom  and  eoDtrol  at  oonacription,  854-856. 

Bnltooemant  of  oonaorf  ptl«n  aoU,  SS8, 288. 289, 
376, 666-669, 722, 728, 845-847, 906-913. 

Estimated  petoaotage  of  white  population  fur- 
nished, 103. 

Estimate  of  military  resources,  07, 636. 

Exhibits  of  couBoiipta  enrolled,  exempted,  A9- 
Uiled,  aaslgned,  eic,  103. 859, 897,  lIOl-llOOi 

EzportatioB  of  OOtton,  114,  S81, 512. 

Impraaament  of  segmn.  40, 647,  H8, 608, 664. 68S, 
669, 672, 745. 748, 861-868. 

Iron  f  umaoes,  832-835. 

Jurisdictluu  and  aoverelgnty  over  ancient 

boundarlea,  406. 
Liability  of  militia  to  ooDscriptlon,  2S0. 
Measurea  to  provide  aupplieti.  566-558, 606, 606, 

611-613. 015.631. 
Membera  of  C.  S.  Cougreaa,  1187, 1189-lUl. 
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Tliflali— Contl&aed. 
Hen  fbrnlBlwd, 96, 102,108, 390. e4,aBS,ffi7,U01. 
Hm  lulOect  to  ronterlptloii,  UN,  lOS. 
lUUUry  ofiUn  In.  Rmarkii,  OOTsnwr  of  Tii^ 

glnU,9(»-fM. 
UilitlB,  I03B. 
UlsntC  men,  202, 207. 
Opentlons  In.  See— 
Jamet  River.    Campaign  from  fJka  Raptdan 

to  tite,  May  4-Jun4  It,  1S64. 
Jama  Rietr.   OparatUnu  on  ttu  rouUk  tld»  qf 

til,  Jfay  4-June  t,  1$64. 
KOfoMoVa  ExpttHHm*  agaitut  JKdhmond. 

Ftb.  tS-Mar.  4,  1964. 
LfuMmrg  Campaign.   May  SB-June  S9,  ISSi. 
tfne  Market.   £ngagemtnt,  Mag  U.  mi. 
SalMlU.   Aetim,  Oet.  t,  1864. 
ShtnandoahTallei/,  Maryland,  and  I'ennti/l- 
Mfita.    Optratfons  in,  /utw  t^Aug.  S,  1864. 
Qaoto  Impruaed  alAvM,  93S. 
Beurkt,  sobedales  of  prise*.  5S8, 53S,  H4.  US- 
552,550. 

Beqaiaitlob  for  C.  S.  colored  troops,  llfit,  liap. 
Beoerreo,  124, 55S.  560,  «&t.  «G5. 
Schedules  of  prices  for  proTislous,  etc.. 

271-274, 38ft-C92, 088,  SS2-MM,  tl«0-117S. 
Secret  eocletiea,  802-820. 
fflnkiog  fund,  531, 632. 

State  offlcera  exempted  from  oooacriptlon  on 
oertiflcfttaof  OoTemor.Vl. 
Tlrglita,  A4)«tui4iM«nl  of. 

Correepoiideiiee: 
8inltti,F.H.,722. 
Virginia,  Governor  of,  722. 
TIrginIa,  Oovemor  of. 

Authority  over  C.  S.  troops  In  V  IrKlnia.  1182. 
Conference  of  Governors  at  Augnata,  Ga.,  735, 
738. 

Correapondmce : 

Davie,  Jefferaon,  589,  «7t,  8211^1152. 1109. 

French.  &B..  507. 

inolioIla,F.T.,20B. 

North  Carolina,  Ooromor  of,  BBS. 

Virginia,  Adjntant-General  of,  722. 

War  Dept.,  C.  S.,  102, 256. 611, 613,  (tin,  1182. 
Measago  to  Sute  I>eglaUtnre,  9(l5-«aB. 
Beoommends  fonuttoc  of  a  State  guard,  stB, 

BeqaiaWon  ftor  alave  labor,  1188, 1IS9. 
Tlrglala,  iMpraaMMit  CoMMlaalaaara  af. 

CorrMpoadenoe,  War  Department,  C.  S.,  ai,  271, 
889,982.1109. 
TlrgiBla,  Secretary  of  BUta. 

Correspondence,  War  Department,  C.S.,  531^532. 
Tirylnla  and  Teaaeiiee  Ballroad. 

KolllDgHitock,  220. 
Tlrrlaia  Central  Railroad. 
Connections  and  extensions,  220. 
KolliDg-atoek,220. 
TlrglaU  Laglsbtsre. 
Aaaignment  irf  B.  E.  Lee  to  oonunand  nf  Armtea 

of  Confederate  States,  1080. 
Correspondenoe ; 
I>avia,  JefTeraon,  1080, 1086. 
War  Department,  C.  S-,  25, 41 . 
Employment  of  nagnws  aa  artdlMs,  1152. 


Vlrgiala  Leglslslsre— Coatinned. 

Impressment  of  slave  labor,  1130-1148. 
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